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PREFACE 


TO  THE 


SECOND  VOLUME  OF  THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER 


We  have  at  length  happily  brought  to  a conclusion  the  second  volume  of  the  W eekly 
Register.  We  cannot  omit  the  opportunity  which  that  circumstance  affords  us,  cf  addicss- 
ing  a few  words  to  the  friends  of  the  work.  The  year  which  is  just  concluded,  has  been* 
perhaps,  more  productive  of  interesting  and  remarkable  events,  than  any  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country.  The  long  and  fruitless  negociatipn  with  the  British  ministry  ; - t.'!p 
discovery  of  a treacherous  plot  to  dismember  the  union  ; the  cruel  and  unprovoked  inurcie  s 
on  our  frontiers  by  the  savage  and  remorseless  allies  of  Great  Britain  ; the  final  appeal  of  a j 
outraged  people,  to  the  God  of  battles  ; and  subsequent  and  consequent  domest  ic  occurLei 
ccs,-1— have  all  awakened  and  continue  to  excite  public  attention.  We  were  well  aware,  tin 
in  the  record  of  these  events,  we  should  not  give  satisfaction  to  every  reader. , Some  ha> 
blamed  us  for  a cold  indifference,  where  others  have  accused  us  of  an  unbecoming  wain  tl 
this,  however,  is.  evidently  the  effect  of  party  zeal  in  our  accusers,  and  not  in  ourselves.  V 
have  endeavored,  in  every  instance,  conscientiously  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties 
an  editor.  On  the  one  hand,  we  have  been  scrupulously  regardful  of  the  honest  differenjg 
of  opinion,  between  the  two  great  political  parties,  which  divide  the  republic  : and  on  t h 
other  hand,  we  have  never  failed,  upon  every  occasion  which  presented  itself,  of  expressing  q j 
indignant  reprehension  of  all  foreign  partialities. 

But  we  are  defending  ourselves  against  the  charges  of  the  few,  while  we  ought  to  be  . j 
ployed  in  rendering  thanks  to  the  many  j whose  candor  and  indulgence  we  have  ahundfj  | 
experienced.  . [ 

It  would  be  presumptuous  and  absurd,  to  think  of  concealing,  from  the  judicious  rep  j 
the  many  inaccuracies  to  which  a work  of  this  nature  is  unavoidably  subject.  Impel  drisj  : 
and  errors,  as  well  in  matters  of  intelligence  as  in  typography,  must  necessarily  ree'em; 
the  hurry  inseperable  from  such  a publication  : but,  we  tr  ust,  that  none  of  magni'yjj] 
be  found  in  either.  Circumstances,  already  detailed,  have  rendered  the  misccil&i  de- 
partment of  our  work,  less  interesting,  than  we  could,  otherwise,  have  made  it;  ithe 
same  circumstances  have,  perhaps,  swelled  to  an  undue  limit,  the  political  notictuc 
times. 

It  was  our  wish  to  have  embellished  this^yplqme.pvith  some  specimens  of  Amer'off® 
ciency  in  the  fine  arts  ; but  obstacles  *we  ner^hffuFesaw  nor  could  countea ve^ 

imperiously  denied  us  the  grafihfc^iop  o\  ouii  cfosire*  ; ,*  ,«  ... 

, «\  • * * ■«.  1 i 

We  take  this  oecasiomto^hank  those  gentlemen  who  have  furnished  us  with  hit  rd| 
a better  arrangement,  ‘plan.  By  soipe  lye  h4ave  already  pr  oh  ted \r  while  of  We 

are  compelled,  for  the*prfe«ent,  to  appeamipihisfdjful, ; $.]p«n  the  whole,  Wiy  Venturi'ess 

r*  readers*  will  bk  «atisftefflK^ith 


a hope,  that  the  generality  of  our 


bora,  that  we  may  be  encouraged  to  go  on  with  a renovated  zeal. 
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Imperial  Parliament. 

A summary  sketch  of  Parliamentary  proceedings— 
from  London  pipers. 

Of  America.— After  the  prince  regent’s  speech 
was  delivered  to  parliament,  bn  the  7th  Jan.  the  earl 
of  Shaftsbury,  in  the  house  of  lords,  moved  ah 
address  on  the  occasion  of  the  speech.  In  the 
Course  of  his  remarks,  he  observed,  “ with  respect 
to  the  pending  discussion*  with  America,  they  were 
not  yet  brought  to  a conclusion,  but  he  was  confi- 
dent all  means  of  conciliation  would  be  resorted  to, 
consistent  with  the  honor  and  the  interests  of  the 


country.  ,,  . , , . ... 

Lord  Grenville  did  not  like  the  whole  of  the 
Speech,  “ he  protested  in  the  strongest  terms 
against  being  included  in  any  expressions  implying 
approbation  of  the  past,  or  a pledge  of  persever 
ance  in  the  same  system  which  had  of  late  been 
acted  upon — convinced  as  he  was,  that  it  was  only 
bv  a total  radical  abandonment  of  that  system,  that 
there  existed  any  hope  of  safety  to  the  country.” 

« He  objected  to  the  lavish  profusion  with  which 
bur  resources  had  been  squandered,  when  they 
should  have  been  husbanded  for  a protracted  war, 
<^f  which  no  one  could  see  the  end.  He  still  re- 
tained all  his  objections,  and  in  their  utmost  force, 
to  that  pdlicy  which  had  inflicted  a blow  on  the 
enemy  that  recoiled  with  greater  execution  on  our 
own  commerce  and  manufactures.”  (Hear  him, 
-icas  reiterated. ) 

Earl  Grey,  speaking  of  the  affairs  of  America, 
&.c.  said,  “ that  the  general  system  adopted  had 
been  in  fact,  the  source  of  almost  all  our  present 
and  impending  calamities.” 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  address  Was 
agreed  to  sine  diss. 

A most  singular  and  unprecedented  occurrence 
took  place  in  the  house  of  commons.  The  moment 
the  speaker  had  finished  the  reading  of  the  prince 
regent’s  speech,  sir  Francis  Burdett  started  up,  and 
afvr  a long  speech,  concluded  by  moving  an  ad- 
dress to  his  fyyal  highness.  Lord  Cochrane  in 


oilr  sincere  desire  for  peace  was  sufficiently  evident 
from  the  settlement  of  the  ‘‘affair  of  the  Chesa_ 
peake.” 

Mr.  Ponsonby  observed,  “ the  third  topic  em- 
braced by  the  speech  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  yet 
greater  importance  than  the  contest  in  the  peninsu- 
la, and  that  topic  Was  bur  relations  with  America. 
He  had  seen  with  pleasure  the  pacific  spirit  that  had 
recently  marked  the  communications  of  this  go- 
vernment to  that  power — and,  trusting,  as  he  did, 
that  this  pacific  spirit  w ould  continue  to  manifest 
itself,  and  pervade  the  future  negociations,  he 
thought  it  most  expedient  to  abstain  at  present  from 
any  commentary  on  that  spirit,  or  remarks  on  the 
consequences  that  had  attended  it.*’ 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  [Mr.  Percival] 
said,  “ as  to  America,  he  did  not  think  it  desirable 
that  any  discussion  should  take  place  on  that  sub- 
ject at  present,  and  under  the  present  circumstanced 
of  the  negociation  bet>vccn  the  two  countries.” 

The  next  day,  January  8,  Mr.  Whitbread  ob- 
served, “ the  speech  contained  another  topic  highly- 
interesting  and  important,  on  Which  it  was  proper 
for  the  house  to  demand  information  ; he  meant  the 
unfortunate  unadjusted  differences  With  the  United 
States  of  America.  Last  session  it  had  fallen  to 
his  lot  to  depredate  in  that  house,  that  all  the  offers 
of  conciliation  made  by  America  were  rejected  by 
the  British  government,  and  that  the  greatest  dis- 
respect had  been  shewn  by  the  marquis  cf  Welles- 
ley  to  the  American  ambassador.  Mr.  Pinkney — . 
That  assertion  was  denied,  and  he  (Mr.  W i per- 
suaded of  the  fact,  moved  for  the  correspondence 
which  passed  between  them  ; but  it  was  refused; 
and  the  house  concurred  in  the  refusal  ; but  the 
charge  had  not  been  yet  rebutted.  When  dn\  per- 
son on  that  (the  opposite)  side  of  the  house  ventur- 
ed to  predict  evil  consequences  from  the  measured 
pursued  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  their  pro- 
phesies: were  reviled  or  disregarded  ; but  fvhat  they 
had  always  dreaded  was  unhappily  like  to  come  to' 
pass  ; for  after  our  differences  with  America  had 
subsisted  five  years,  and  government  had  resorted 


another  speech  seconded  the.  motion,  and  theito  every  political  subterfuge  to  avoid  conciliation, 

— '.-J  — — notwithstanding  the  repeated  efforts  of  America  to 

come  to  an  accommodation,  we  had  only  to  expect 


mover  and  seconder  of  the  ministerial  address  who 
have  uniformly  obtained  precedence  oh  all  former 
occasions,  were  thrown  out.  The  order  of  things 
being  thus  reversed,  the  address  prepared  by  lord 
Jocelyn  and  Mr.  Vyse  necessarily  came  forward 
as  an  amendment  to  the  address  of  sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett. Sir  Francis  and  lord  Cochrane  were  appoint- 
ed tellers,  but  they  had  only  one  member  to  count 
and  that  was  Mr.  duthbert.  Lord  Jocelyn’s  ad 
1 ^stress,  or  rather  his  amendment,  was  carried  with 
,70-ut  a division. 

v during  the  debate  in  the  commons,  lord  JoceTyn 
expressed  a hope,  that  the  adjustment  cf  the  affair 
of  the  Chesapeake,  “might  be  the  forerunner  of 
) ‘ an  ultimate  arrangement,  for  that  permanent  fr  iend 
‘.  ship  between  the  two  nations,  which  must  equally 
yredo'  nd  to  the  benefit  of  America,  as  it  will  to  the 
Lad  vantage  of  Great  Britain.” 

* Mr.  Vyse  said,  “ our  differences  with  America 
promised  to  be  amicably  adjusted,  apd  at  all  event; 


the  fatal  catastrophe  of  seeing  that  country  leagued 
with  France.  ( Cries  of  hear  ! hear  l frbm  the  op- 
position benches.)  America  told  us  that  the  decrees' 
of  France,  which  caused  our  orders  in  council, 
restricting  their  neutral  commerce  were  repealed  ; 

our  answer  to  that  was  a fiat  denial  of  the  fac*.a 

The  house,  as  yet,  had  very  little  information  upon 
the  subject,  but  whenr’the  necessary  doemren.s 
should  be  produced,  ministers  Would  have  a long 
account  to  settle,  for  the  correspondence  had  al- 
ready appeared  in  the  American  papers.  From 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr 
Foster,  it  was  evident  that  the  obnoxious: decrees 
of  France  were  repealed  on  the  2d  of  November 
| Here  Mr.  Perceval  said,  across  the  table,  ‘ Ame- 
rica says  so.”]  Mr  Whitbread  then  chaUer  1 
the  right  honorable  gentleman  to  produce  one  . 
stance  Shewing  £hat  they  had  not  been  repeal?  a V 
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would  call  on  that  minister  to  prove  it  to  America 
to  prevent  the  importation  to  France  of  our  colonial 
produce,  and  deprive  her  of  the  use  of  Peruvian 
bark,  and  desolate  the  royal  exchange  of  London. 
[Hear!  hear!  hear!] — He  would  call  upon  that 
minister  to  prove  to  the  government  of  America, 
that  it  was  unable  to  govern  that  country.  From 
the  message  of  the  president  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  foreign  relations,  nothing  but  war 
threatened  us,  while  our  government  obstinately  re- 
fused to  evade  the  tempest  by  timely  measures. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  reply  said, 
*f  he  could  have  n<£  hesitation  in  saying,  that  great 
and  very  important  differences  existed  with  Ame 
riea,  the  particulars  of  which  he  must  decline  at 
present  to  state  for  obvious  reasons,  and  in  the 
hope  that  they  will  he  amicably  removed,  but  not 
from  any  inability  to  es  tablish  a good  cause  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  The  terms  offered  by  Brit 
ain  were  moderate  and  conciliatory  but  consistent 
with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  country.  Let 
the  house  look  to  the  conduct  of  Britain  and  France 
to  America,  as  well  as  the  conduct  of  x\merica  to 
both,  and  judge  whether  Britain  had  committed  an 
unjust  aggression.  Should  the  “ fatal  catastrophe” 
of  war  break  out,  he  would  not  disguise  that  it 
would  bring  great  evil  upon  the  country,  but  he 
Was  persuaded  that  America  would  not  be  the  least 
sufferer.  Whatever  gentlemen  might  suppose  it 
never  was  Lis  wish  to  see  America  crushed,  or  ru- 
ined in  her  trade  or  her  resources — on  the  contrary? 
b.c  looked  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity  of  that 
country  as  accessary  to  those  of  Great  Britain,  and 
that  the  diminution  of  those  of  one  must  affect  those 
of  the  other. — [Hear ! hear!]  From  every  Consider- 
ration  he  was  able  to  give  the  subject,  he  did  not  think 
Britain  could,  consistent  with  her  undoubted  rights 
and  national  honor  submit  more  than  she  did. 
America  said  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  re- 
pealed ; he  said  they  were  not.  [Hear  ! hear  ! hear!] 
He  plainly  saw  in  every  subsequent  commercial  de- 
cree that  the  principles  were  adhered  to  and  acted 
upon.  If  America  had  evidence  of  their  revoca- 
tion, where  was  the  public  instrument  to  prove  the 
fact  ? — The  decree  for  repealing  them  promised  only 
a distant  revocation  conditionally  that  England  re- 
nounced her  new  system  of  blockade,  by  revoking 
her  orders  in  council,  or  America  should  make  her 
flag  respected — that  was  to  go  to  war  with  England. 

• — Since  that  conditional  repeal,  however,  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  repeatedly  declar- 
ed to  be  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire,  and  all 
neutral  ships  which  should  not  conform  to  them 
wer  ; declared  to  be  denationalised — { Hear  ! hear  /] 
— Was  that  a virtual  revocation  of  them  ? It  was 
not.  But  whenever  France  should  revoke  them 
Britain  would  repeal  her  orders  in  council,  but  not 
relinquish  her  maritime  superiority,  which  France 
could  not  otherwise  reduce. 

Mr.  Hutchins***  said,  “ he  Was  happy  to  hear  of 
a prospect  of  peace  with  America,  though  we  had 
done  every  thing  in  our  power  to  provoke  her  to 
war,  relying  upon  our  maritime  superiority. 

The  discussion,  on  motion,  was  to  be  taken  up 
again  next  day. 


**  British  America.  ” 

From  the  York  [Upper- Canada]  Gazette,  of  Feb.  4 
Yesterday  at  one  o’clock,  his  honor  f aac  Brook, 
Esa.  president,  administering  the  government  of 
Up  p er-  C a n ada , and  major-general  commanding 
his  majesty’s  forces  therein,  accompanied  by  a nu 
nicrous  suite,  proceeded  to  the  government-build- 


ings, and  opened  the  present  session  of  the  legisL 
tare,  when  he  was  pleased  to.  deliver  the  following 
sveech  to  both  houses  : — 
honorable  gentlemen  of  the,  legislative  council, 
and  gentlemen  of  the  house  of  assembly. 

I should  derive  the  utmost  satisfaction,  the  first 
time  of  my  addressing  you,  were  it  permitted  me 
to  direct  your  attention  solely  to  such  objects  as 
tended  to  promote  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  this, 
province. 

The  glorious  Contest  in  which  the  British  empire 
is  engaged,  and  the  vast  sacrifices  which  Great 
Britain  nobly  offers  to  secure  the  independence  of 
other  nations,  might  be  expected  to  stifle  every 
feeling  of  envy,  and  jealousy,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  excite  the  interest,  and  command  the  admi- 
ration of  a free  people;  but  regardless  of  such 
gehcrous  impressions,  the  American  government 
evinces  a disposition  calculated  to  impede  and  divide 
her  efforts. 

England  is  not  Only  interdicted  the  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  while  they  afford  a shelter  to  the 
cruisers  of  her  inveterate  enemy,  but  she  is  like- 
wise required  to  resign  those  maritime  rights  which 
she  has  so*  long  exercised  and  enjoyed.  Insulting 
threats  are  offered  and  hostile  preparations  actually 
commenced  ; and  though  not  without  hope  that 
cool  reflection  and  the  dictates  of  justice  may  yet 
avert  the  calamities  of  war,  I cannot,  under  every 
view  of  the  relative  situation  of  the  province,  be 
too  urgent  in  recommending  to  your  early  atten- 
tion, the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  best 
secure  the  internal  peace  of  the  country,  and  defeat 
every  hostile  aggression. 

Principally  composed  of  the  sens  of  a loyal  and 
brave  band  of  veterans,  the  militia,  I am  confident, 
stand  in  need  of  nothing  but  the  necessary  legisla- 
tive provisions,  to  direct  their  ardour  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  military  instructions  to  form  a most  effi- 
cient force.  The  growing  prosperity  of  these  pros 
vitices,  it.  is.  manifest,  begins  to  awaken  a spirit  of 
envy  and  ambition.  The  acknowledged  impor- 
tance of  this  colony  to  the  parent  state,  will  secure 
the  continuance  of  her  powerful  protection.  Her 
fostering  care  as  being  the  first  cause,  under  Pro- 
vidence, of  the  uninterrupted  happiness  yop  have 
so  long  enjoyed.  Yopr  industry  has  been  liberally 
rewarded,  and  you  have  in  consequence  risen  to 
opulence. 

These  interesting  truths  are  not  uttered  to  ani- 
mate your  patriotism,  but  to  dispel  any  apprehen- 
sion which  you  may  have  imbibed  of  the  possibili  ty 
or  England  forsaking  you,  for  you  must  be  sensi- 
ble, that  if  once  bereft  of  her  support,  if  once 
deprived  of  the  advantages  which  her  commerce 
and  the  supply?  of  her  most  essential  wants  give 
you-,  this  colony,  from  its  geographical  position, 
must  inevitably  sink  into  comparative  poverty  and 
insignificance. 

But  heaven  will  look  favorably  on  the  manly  ex- 
ertions which  the  loyal  and  virtuous  inhabitants  of 
this  happy  land  are  prepared  to  make,  to  avert  suck 
a dire  calamity. 

Our  gracious  prince,  who  so  gloriously  upholds  j 
the  dignity  of  the  empire,  already  appreciates  your  | 
merit,  and  it  will  be  your  first  care  to  establish,  by 
the  course  of  your  actions,  the  just  claim  of  the 
country  to  the  protection  of  his  royal  highness. 

I cannot  deny  mysefftbe  satisfaction  of  announcing 
to  you  from  this  place,  the  munificent  intention  ot  I 
his  royal  highness,  the  prince  regent,  who  has  j 
been  graciously  pleased  to  signify,  that  a grant  of 
one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  will  be  propo  ed  in  j 
the  annual  estimate,  for  every  future  missionary  or 
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the  gospel  sent  from  England,  who  may  have  faith 
fully  discharge*!  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  the  du- 
ties of  his  station  in  this  province. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  assembly , 

I have  ho  doubt,  but  that  with  me,  you  are  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  a regular  system  of  mili- 
tary instruction  to  the  militia  of  this  province.  On 
this  salutary  precaution,  ill  the  event  of  war,  our 
future  safety  will  greatly  depend,  arid  I doubt  not, 
but  that  you  will  cheerfully  lend  your  aid,  to  enable 
me  to  defray  the  expense  o carrying  into  effect,  a 
measure  so  conducive  to  our  security  and  defence 
I have  ordered  the  public  accompts  to  be  laid  before 
you  and  have  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  consider 
them  with  that  attention  which  the  nature  of  the 
subject  m£y  require. 

[The  answer  of  the  legislative  council  and  bouse  of 
assembly  are  mere  echoes  of  the  speech,  and 
therefore  omitted.] 


Account  of  Spain. 

The  following  is  a translation  of  a latter,  from  the 
Compte  de  Creutz,  to  Marmontel.  Although  it 
was  written  forty  years  ago,  it  is  so  very  correct 
a description  of  Spain  and  its  inhabitants  at  pre- 
sent, that  it  deserves  preservation. 

Since  my  arrival  id  this  country,  the  human  race 
appears  to  have  gone  ten  centuries  backward.  The 
Pyrenees  are  in  nay  judgment,  the  barriers  of  the 
enlightened  world,  which  philosophy  has  not  yet 
passed  over.  The  inhabitants  of  these  melancholy 
regions,  pluiiged  iri  darkness,  and  the  most  shame- 
ful ignorance,  are  proud  of  their  blindness:  The 

liberty  of  thinking  and  acting  appears  to  them,  to 
be  a contemptible  blessing.  Their  genius,  as  dry  as 
their  pastures,  produces  only  unfinished  emb'ryoes, 
and  elevates  itself  only  by  fits  and  starts.  The  peo- 
ple whose  subsistence  is  devoured  by  monks,  crush- 
ed beneath  the  immense  Weight  of  superstition  and 
arbitrary  power,  crouch  in  misery  and  degradation, 
without  even  the  power  of  lamentation.  However,  let 
us  not  calumniate  human  nature.  This  people  is 
by  nature  generous,  mild,  sensible,  and  even  labo- 
rious, where  natural  causes  do  not  prevent. 

In  the  northern  provinces,  as  those  of  Gaflicia 
dnd  the  Asturias,  where  a less  suffocating  air  is 
breathed,  where  the  law’s  as  yet  have  some  authori- 
ty, and  the  inhabitants  some  privileges,  the  cultiva- 
tion! of  the  earth  is  carried  to  perfection',  the  mines 
are  worked  diligently,  and  the  coast  swarms  with 
sailors,  ft  is  evident  wherever  liberty  extends  her 
shade,  she  refreshes  exhausted  nature,  and  man 
starts  from  his  state  -of  annihilation. 

Catalonia  refreshed  by  the  breezes  6f  the  Medi- 
terranean, is  cultivated  as  highly  as  Languedoc,  and 
presents  a lively  and  animated  appearance.  The 
people,  brisk,  spirited  and  industrious,  mingle 
pleasure  with  toil,  and  the  artizans  runffrom  their 
workshops  to  the  ball  at  the  opera,  where  they  dis 
play  in  their  manner  , of  masquing  themselves,  an 
inventive  but  romantic  genius,  which  characterised 
the  dispositions  of  the  Moors,  their  ancient  masters. 

Valentia  is  the  pride  of  nature ; every  thing  there 
Seems  like  illusion,  but  the  inchanted  palaces  which 
adorn  it,  are  convents  of  monks,  constructed  with 
a magnificence  worthy  of  better  institutions,  amid 
those  delightful  solitudes  which  seem  to  be  created 
on  purpose  to  induce  a man  to  fcfget  the  evils  atten 
dant  on  humanity.  At  the  feet  of  the  mountains 
which  protect  this  country  from  the  Westerly  winds, 
l found  the  gardens  of  Armida.  From  these  athou 
sand. rivulet^  fall  in  cascades  amid  groves  of  pome- 


granates, laurels  and  orange  trees,  which  represent 
the  temples  of  antiquity.  The  coolness  of  the  -i 
->hade,  the  murmurs  of  the  Waters,  the  fragrance  ] 
of  the  odoriferous  trees,  the  earth  carpeted  with  !a-  '* 
vender,  hyacinths;  roses  and  pinks;  the  whole  ex-  ji 
cites  in  the  spectator  those  inexpressible  sensations  ygl 
which  are  ftltby  the  lively  fancy  Of  youth,  on  the  M 
first  perusal  of  romances,  and  which  man,  become  ■ 
more  rational;  but  less  happy,  is  afflicted  to  despoil- 
deucy  because  he  cannot  again  revive. 

The  Castiles  and  La  Mancha  offer  a totally  different 
spectacle.  At  onetime  you  behold  a chain  of  frightful 
mountains,  the  very  picture  cf  nature  overthrown,  Mr 
and  the  whole  in  ruins.  It  is  the  residence  of  win-  J| 
ter  in  the  midst  of  summer.  At  another  time  the  M 
sight  is  fatigued  by  immense  plains  which  resemble.  M 
an  ocean  of  calcined  sand,  and  the  inequalities  of  m 
which  are  closely  allied  in  form  to  the  waves  of  an 
agitated  ocean.  The  wearied  eye  vainly  glides  along  M 
the  distant  mountains  in  search  of  shade  and  verdure, 
it  meets  with  a naked  horizon  only,  61  deserted  JS 
towns.  The  insupportable  heats  which  reign  herb® 
during  six  months  of  the  yeir;  are  as  stiffing  a£*| 
those  of  Zaara  or  Biledulgerid.  The  men,  over-  m 
come,  and  almost  reduced  to  nothing  suffer  the  most® 
grievous  pain  when  Called  to  exertions,  and  find  *! 
ease  only  in  repose.  They  Would  willingly  remain®* 
with  their  arms  across  during  a whole  eternity,  and® 
they  believe  that  purgatory  is  nothing  hi  Ore  than  a 
place  of  labor. 

Amid  these  arid  plains  stands  Madrid.  Below® 
the  city  flows  a gutter  of  water,  scarcely  percepti-®| 
ble,  yet  honored  with  the  name  of  a river.  The  cilyj||j 
is  well  ventilated,  the  streets  are  broad,  n at  and® 
adorned  with  fountains.  The  houses  are  large  ancM® 
spacious;  giving  at  the  same  tithe  the  ideas  of  magi® 
nificenCe and  misery.  They  might  be  thought  buiiC  M 
to  accommodate  a nation,  but  hardly  any  of  then*® 
can  be  considered  as  furnished.  , The  distributions 
cff  the  apartments  appears  to  be  the  contrivance  of  I, 
some  secret  enemy  to  order  arid  arrangement.  The?  ! 
grandees  have  domains,  or  rather  estates,  whiclxM* 
they  have  never  seen  ; they  prefer  to  vegetate  iri  i 
their  Hotels;  surrounded  by  an  army  of  domestics!  v 
Which  grudgingly  serves  them  on  the  knee,  if  ?hey  1 
quit  their  palaces,  it  is  to  drawl  out  a pompous  ex- ■T* 
istence  at  court,  or  to  take  an  indolent  stroll  oh  thef 
public  walk.  . There  they  are  seen;  sinking  Under 
the  weight  of  their  inutility,  ini  contemptible  carri- 
ages, adorned  with  slips  of  tin;.  . A blind  expence, 
a sparing  luxury,  absorb  their  immense  revenue. 

The  duke  of  Areas  pays  to  his  domestics  in  wages:;  • 
300,000  livres  (about  $ 55,500)  annually.  The  duk$R§T 
of  Medina  Celi  has  ten  bullions  of  rials  of  income,,? 
yet  is  overwhelmed  with  debts.  The  nobility,  ne-'*>  . 
vertheless,  although  scarcely  to  be  Called  educated/* 
has  somewhat  of  greatness  of  heart,  noble  manners/  ll 
much  frankness  and  probity.  They  are  full  of  kind-'; 
ness  and  attention  to  strangers.  The  duke  of  Mdfjw 
dina  Sidonia  is  a man  of  great  merit, *he  loves  litrrifi  j 
ture  and  literary  men  ; he  honors  and  cndeUfagys 
them.  While  he  laments  the  ignorance  of  the  no*  f 
tion,  he  acknowledges  the  evil  is  beyond  remedy.  . / 

The  present  king  (1765)  is  really  a good  king.^  f 
His  government  is  vigorous.  His  ministers,  h||  i 
favourites  too,  tremble  in  his  presence.  The  choice;  1 
which  he  makes  of  his  servants  fully  proves  his  : ! 
cernment  and  his  deep  knowledge  of  men  and  N\|a|  jjl 
siness.  Hd  has  restored  order  in  the  different  brar.  g h-  \ 
es  of  administration,  embellished  the  capital1, 
structed  the  handsomest  high  ways  in  Europe,  piadi^fU 
the  army  on  a respectable  footing,  paid  thirty  i 
millions  of  piastres  of  the  debt  of  his  predre 
and  reduced  the  power  of  the  inquisition  to  i o.uT,  j] 


4 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER SPAIN. 


ty.  That  terrible  tribunal,  which  made  even  kings 
themselves  tremble,  is  now  but  a phantom,  unable 
to  frighten  children.  But,  to  reform  the  abuses  at 
fcached  to  the  constitution,  to  change  the  genius  and 
the  manners  of  a whole  nation,  is  not  within  the 
power  of  a single  reign. 

The  new  palace  of  Madrid,  and  the  country  residen- 
ces, are  truly  royal.  The  gardens  of  St.  Ildefonso 
have  something  wonderful  in  them.  They  are  placed 
in  the  deep  ravins  on  the  side  of  the  frightful  Gua- 
daraxnce,  the  summits  of  which  mountains  are  cov- 
ered with  perpetual  snows.  The  waters  which  are 
played  off  in  these  gardens  far  surpass  in  magnifi- 
cence and  beauty  those  of  Marseilles  and  Marly. — 
The  Baths  of  Diana  have  no  equal  in  the  world. — 
These  gardens  have  cost  forty-five  millions  of  pias- 
tres in  cash. 

The  Esctirial  is  a vast,  simple,  and  majestic  edi- 
fice. The  king  resides  there  amidst  monks,  books, 
and  dead  bodies.  The  most  excellent  pictures  of 
Flanders  and  Italy  are  here  collected.  The  library 
is  not  deserving  of  much  commendation,  except 
for  th.e  Greek  and  Arabic  MSS,  which  it  contains. 
The  Pantheon,  or  sepulchral  repository  for  the 
kings,  inspires  terror  bv  its  magnificence.  The 
architecture  is  in  a sublime  but  melancholy  state. 
Nothing  but  the  rarest  marble  is  seen  in  it.  The 
sarcophagi  are  Of  verd  antique.  The  whole  dazzles 
the  eye,  but  it  makes  the  hair  stand  on  end  with 
horror,  and  the  spectator  feels  effectually  that  this 
is  the  abode  of  death. 

Aranjuez  is  a delightful  plate  ; it  is  the  triumph 
of  art  and  nature.  The  Tagus  is  conducted  beneath 
the  windows  of  the  palace,  where  it  forms  the  most 
beautiful  cascade  in  the  world. 

The  trees  of  the  queen’s  walk,  on  the  side  of  the 
Tagus,  a league  in  length,  were  planted  by  Charles 
V.  Only  in  the  Indies  are  such  tall  ones  to  be  found. 
They  rise  to  the  clouds,  and  their  shade  forms  vaults 
impenetrable  by  the  solar  rays.  A million  of  varied 
walks  offer,  the  most  picturesque  views  and  equal 
coolness.  This  is  a truly  voluptuous  enjoyment 
in  a country  where  the  heats  are  so  absolutely  over- 
powering, that  one  expects  every  instant  to  be  dri- 
ed up  to  dust  or  hardened  to  a mummy. 

The  king  has  a magnificent  hunting  establish- 
ment at  the  Pardo,  at  St.  Ildephonso,  and  at  the 
Escuriab  At  the  grand  coursing  match,  which  the 
king  held  in  the  month  of  November  at  the  last 
mentioned  palace,  I s&w  six  or  seven  thousand  wild 
animals  running  at  the  same  time,  and  like  a great 
army  covering  an  immense  plain. 

The  noise  they  made  was  like  thunder  ; but  the 
pleasure  of  firing  among  a drove,  so  close  together 
that  it  was  impossible  to  miss  the  mark,  appeared 
to  me  to  be  mighty  insignificant  for  a huntsman. 

The  manners  in  the  provinces  are  as  yet  pure.— 
Loftiness,  patience,  frugality  characterise  a peasant. 
The  women  are  beautiful  and  modest.  Their  dan- 
ces and  their  songs,  called  seguidillas , have  some- 
thing so  natural,  so  attractive,  so  inspiring,  that 
tli Ay  seem  to  revive  the  golden  age.  But,  in  the 
capital,^ the  entire  loss  of  manners  is  obvious  : the 
.corruption  of  the  populace  is  frightful,  and  depra- 
vity stalks  abroad  with  hardened  front.  The  . pre- 
sent generation  resembles  a race  of  lame  dwarfs. — 
The  complexion  is^the  Ugliest  under  heaven.  The 
assemblies  of  company  are  sad  and  silent.  It  might 
be  thought,  on  entering  these  ill  lighted  apartments, 
that  the  meeting  was  a funeral  solemnity.  You  re 
main  amidst  a hundred  persons,  of  whom  no  one 
either  speaks  to  you  or  attends  .to  what  you  say. — 
Every  woman,  of  whatever  condition,  has  public  k j 


ly  alover.  called  cortejo,  who  is  at  the  same  Pfr/e 
her  slave  and  her  master.  They  yield  in  general 
with  little  trouble,  but,  after  having  yielded,  they 
are  of  unshaken  constancy.  Absence  only  is  able 
to  render  them  inconstant.  On  such  occasions  they 
see  a lover  depart  without  regret,  and  without  a 
tear  ; they  arrange  every  thing  immediately  to  fill 
up  the  vacant  place,  without  hesitating  about  the 
choice  of  the  party  ; it  is  enough  that  he  be  of  the 
male  sex  ; the  rest  is  of  no  object.  The  transports 
of  love*  the  charm  of  sentiment,  delicacy,  delight, 
all  is  unknown,  nothing  is  experienced  but  the 
drowsiness  of  love. 

There  are  in  this  city  two  theatres,  where  are  re- 
presented daily  the  chef  d*  oeuvres  of  absurdity.  Eight 
days  ago,  was  played  a tragedy  called  the  Daughter 
of  the  air,  and  the  fifth  act  is  not  yet  begun.  No- 
thing can  be  more  graceful  or  more  indecent  than 
the  dance  called  the  fandango  : in  spite  of  this,  the 
women  of  quality  dance  it  without  scruple  at  the 
public  balls.  It  is  a dance  invented  in.  the  seraglios, 
and  derived  from  the  Moors. 

The  tornadillas  are  infinitely  pleasing,  by  thejC 
character  of  originality.  They  are  detached  scenes, 
sung  with  much  grace  aud  expression.  The  music 
which  is  wholly  Spanish*  is  capricious  but  charm- 
ing ; it  presents  rapid  and  strongly  touched  compo- 
sitions ot  expressions  : it  is  among  the  most  inte- 
resting and  striking  singularities. 

The  bull  fights  are  spectacles  worth  y of  the  ancient 
Romafts,  It  is  impossible  to  behold  them  without 
feeling  an  elevation  of  soul.  Nothing  equals  the  fe- 
rocity of  these  animals,  unless  it  be  the  courage  and 
activity  of  the  toreros  (those  who  attack  the  bulls.) 
Their  superiority  is  marked  by  noble,  lofty,  and 
striking  attitudes.  Their  dexterity  surpasses  ima- 
gination. The  last  summer,  at  Aranjuez,  a single 
man,  arrfied  only  with  a rope,  advanced  towards  a 
furious  bull,  threw  a rope  over  his  horns,  and  ran 
rapidly  round  k stake,  fixed  in  the  middle  of  the  are- 
na tril  he  had  brought  the  head  of  the  bull  to  the 
stake.  The  animal  bellowed  most  tremendously, 
and  pawed  the  ground  most  furiously  ; but  the  man 
not  at  all  disconcerted,  put  a saddle  on  the  babk  of 
the  bull,  leaped  upon  it,  cut  the  cord,  and  mounted 
on  this  wild  animal,  advanced  to  attack  another. 
Such  feats  shew  the  superiority  of  man,  and  what 
intelligence  is  capable  of  beyond  blind  force. 

I own  that  after  having  mentioned  the  principal 
traits  in  the  manner  of  this  nation  there  is  little  to 
be  said  on  what  remains.  The  characters  of  indi- 
viduals have  so  little  diversity  that  they  ail  seem  to 
be  Cast  iU  the  same  mould.  Inactivity  and  repose 
deaden  all  the  lively  affections.  These  varied  scenes, 
these  sudden  metamorphoses  which  restlessness  and 
dread  of  vacuity  produce  among  other  nations  are 
never  seen  here.  During  eleven  months  that  the 
disorder  of  the  late  king  lasted,  there  was  neither 
Council  nor  ministry  ; no  order  emanated  from  the 
throne;  every  employ  was  vacant;  every  body  o- 
beyed  because  it  was  his  will  to  do  so  : in  a word 
the  state  was  without  government  and  in  a perfect 
anarchy. 

Nevertheless,  neither  discord,  nor  robbery,  nor 
assassination  followed  ; because  the  silence  of  the 
passions  here  held  the  place  of  police  and  laws l; 
the  peopleare  asleep,  but  their  dreams  arc  harmless. 
Yet  this  people  has  produced  Trajans  and  Theodo- 
sius’s  : and  should  it  one  day,  awake,  it  may  aston- 
ish the  world  by  its  powers. 

Le  Comte  De  Crevts. 

Madrid , ith  Feb.  1765. 
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East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 

Some  weeks  ago  a memorial  was  presented  to  con- 
gress on  behalf  of  the  people  of  East  Greenwich* 
R.  I.  remonstrating  against  the  non-intercourse 
law,  praying  for  “ free  trade,”  See.  The  matter 
and  manner  of  this  memorial  was  pronounced  in- 
decent, and  its  reading  was  suspended  in  the  house 
of  representatives.  This  act  of  itself  gave  some 
notoriety  to  East  Greenwich  ; and  the  following 
description  of  the  place,  from  the  Rhode- Island 
Republican , is  so  irresistibly  laughable  that  we  can- 
not refrain  from  recording  it. 

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION. 

As  the  memorialists  of  the  important  commercial 
city  of  East  Greenwich,  are  likely  to  become  fa- 
mous in  the  annals  of  our  country,  it  may  not  be  a- 
miss  to  furnish  the  world,  and  the  members  of  con- 
gress in  particular,  with  the  Geography  of  that  na- 
tional important  place,  in  order  that  the  energies  of 
the  nation  may  be  exerted  for  its  protection.  Cri- 
tics will  be  pleased  to  pass  by  in  silence,  the  use 
which  we  make  9f  the  term  Geography , as  it  is  de- 
rived from  the  Greek  word  Ge,  the  Earth,  and  Gra- 
pko,  to  describe,  and  would  seem  to  imply  a des- 
cription oithe  whole  earth.  But,  to  do  away  all  cen- 
sure on  this  head,  I shall  consider  this  town  as  the 
world  in  miniature. 

East-Green wich  is  a village,  situated  on  the  west; 
bank  of  Narraganset  Bay,  about  15  miles  from  Pro 
vidence,  and  20  from  Newport,  in  the  state  of  Rhode- 
Island.  Its  longitude  and  latitude  are  not  accurate- 
ly known.  It  is  the  shire-town  of  the  county  of 
Kent-  The  whole  number  of  souls  1530 — of  these 
65  are  Indians,  and  2 slavt*  ; “ a simple , honest  and 
industrious  set  of  people.”  It  is  well  situated  for 
commerce,  having  five  feet  of  water  at  full  tide. — 
The  commerce  of  this  place  vvas  formerly  very  in- 
considerable ; but  of  late  it  has  been  much  improv- 
ed. They  have  now  1 schooner  in  the  W.  I.  trade, 
3 coasting  sloops,  and  about  12  fishing  boats  and 
smacks,  mostly  employed  in  the  carrying  trade,  viz 
that  of  clams,  oysters,  fish,  peaches,  apples,  &c. 
to  the  several  adjacent  ports.  Thus,  the  naviga- 
tion of  this  immensely  rich  and  flourishing  place, 
gives  employ  and  support  to  more  than  forty  per- 
sons. The  exports  of  this  town,  for  the  year  end- 
ing September,  1811,  amounted  to  #3020 — The  im 
ports  are  not  known,  as  the  schooner  has  not  yet  re 
turned.  There  are  two  wharves.  The  public  build- 
ings are  : a wooden  building  lately  erected,  for  hold 
ing  the  courts,  which  is  said  to  be  painted  ; a house 
occupied  as  a school  house,  is  also  shingled.  The 
houses  in  general  are  built  of  wood,  and  many  of 
them  either  shingled  or  battoned  ; and  the  ar’chi 
tecture  is  that  of  the  native  Americans.  Until  the 
reign  which  caused; the  light  of  heaven  to  be  taxed, 
many  of  the  houses  were  furnished  with  glass  lights  ; 
but  of  late  we  see  them  supplied  with  hats  und  oth 
er  stoppers.  Natural  curiosity. — There  is  a man  in 
this  town,  who  it  is  said,  weighs  750  wt.  and  under 
this  burthen  he  is  able  to  perform  the  usual  concerns 
of  life.  It  is  said  he  is  a very  small  eater,  (that  his 
usual  quantum  for  breakfast  is  only  nine  ouarts  of 
pudding  and  thirteen  of  milk.) 

The  religion  of  the  place  is  catholic— -but  no  meet 
ing  house — nor  minister. 

The  literature  of  this  place  has  progressed  since 
the  revolution.  In  fact,  now,  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
meet  with  people  of  either  sex.  Who  can  read  Web 
ster’s  spelling  book,  as  well  as  any  body. 

P.  S.  Bj'  late  Boston  papers,  we  find  that  the 
•schooner  has  been  condemned  in  a British  port,  for 
havipg  on  board  contraband  articles  of  vyar. 


Indian  War. 

In  the  event  of  a declaration  of  hostilities  against 
England,  and  the  prospect  of  it  daily  increases, 
every  savage  in  alliance  with  that  “ magnanimous” 
nation  may  be  expected  to  <eunbury  the  tomahawk.” 
-—But  even  in  this  we  shall  have  a change,  perhaps 
in  the  end,  for  the  better:  the  line  will  be  drawn 
being  open  enemies  and  pretended  friends — the  i- 
vages  will  receive  a summary  punishment,  while 
just  retaliation  shall  correct  the  proceedings  of 
their  abettors.  We  have  had  but  one  opinion  as  the 
cause  of  the  depredations  of  the  Indians — which 
was,  and  is,  that  they  are  instigated  and  supported 
by  the  Brisish  in  Canada,  any  official  declaration  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  As  it  was  in  1776 
and  in  1791 — so  it  is  now. 

Since  the  battle  of  Tippacanoe  large  bodies  of 
savages  have  visited  the  British  fort  at  Amherstburg, 
a few  miles  from  Detroit,  and  have  been  most  li- 
berally supplied  with  arms  and  all  the  munitions  of 
war.  Amherstburg  is  the  station  of  the  infamous- 
ly famous  British  agent  Elliott,  who  about  two  years 
ago,  sent  a talk  to  the  tribes,  telling  them  to  keep 
the  tomahawk  up,  but  wait  for  his  signal  to  strike. — 
The  “ signal”  was  given  anterior  to  the  battle  on 
the  Wabash  ; and  if  we  can  judge  from  the  frequent 
murders  committed  by  this  deluded  people  since,  the 
“ signal”  has  not  yet  been  withdrawn.  To-shew 
the  importance  that  the  British  attach  to  the  in- 
fluence of  Elliott  over  the  savages,  it  is  stated,  that 
he,  a member  of  the  parliament  of  Upper  Canada, 
was  ordered  from  his  seat  in  the  legislature  to  re- 
sume his  functions  of  agent  at  Amherstburg. 

“ It  is  a fact  (says  a letter  from  Detroit),  that 
colonel  Grant,  of  the  British  army,  who  lately  com- 
manded at  Amhersburg,  die!  acknowledge  (when  he 
was  remonstrated  with  by  governor  Hull,  in  1807, 
on  the  inhuman  policy  of  calling  in  savages  to  in- 
terfere in  the  disputes  of  civilized  nations)  that  the 
object  of  himself  and  the  British  agents  teas  to  en- 
gage and  retain  the  savages  in  their  service  in  the 
event  oj  war  ; and  he  alledged  a justification  of  such 
conduct,  that  our  government  would  send  the  Ken- 
tuckians into  Canada  /” 

A letter  from  St.  Charles,  Louisiana,  informs  us 
of  some  cruel  murders  committed  on  certain  Ame- 
rican traders.  The  Indians  spared  the  life  of  Mi. 
Hunt,  son  of  the  late  col.  Hunt,  of  the  United 
States  army,  because  they  supposed  him  to  be  an 
Englishman , but  killed  the  men  that  were  with  him. 
They  told  him  that  they  had  sent  a party  to  kill  a 
Mr.  Prior,  another  trader ; that  they  intended  to  at- 
tack fort  Madison,  and  kill  every  American  they 
cofild  find. 

It  is  a matter  on  which  we  pride  ourselves  as 
Americans — a cause  cf  mingled  exultation  and  ha- 
tred, that  the  Americans,  though  so  justly  incensed 
and  so  horribly  maltreated  by  the  savages  instigated 
by  the  British,  during  the  revolutionary  war  and 
since,  have  never  attempted  to  requite  them  like  for 
like — we  have  never  endeavored  to  excite  the'Indktns 
to  scalp  armed  or  unarmed  Englishmen  or  their 
wives  or  their  children,  though  indubitably  inform- 
ed that  premiums  have  been  paid  (and,  we  fear  are 
now  paid ) for  the  scalps  of  our  citizens.  The  drench 
first  prompted  the  Indians  to  war  upon  us  ; and  the. 
British,  like  twin-devils,  follow  the  accursed  lead.  Of 
a piece  with  such  conduct,  were  their  attempts  to 
excite  a general  insurrection  of  the  slaves  in  the 
southern  states,  and  the  successful  adoption  of  a. 
similar  measure  to  effect  the  reduction  of  the 
French  colony  of  Cayenne,  in  1809.  The  follow- 
ing extract  from  a speech  of  lord  Chatham  in.  the 
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house  of  lords,  Nov.  28,  1777,  paints  with  a mas- 
ter-hand our  sentiments  on  this  unholy  alliance — if 
we  mistake  not,  the  occasion  was  the  last  oi>  which 
that  great  statesman  exerted  himself  to  correct  and 
reclaim  his  wayward  countrymen— *— he  died  soon 
af  er  : 

‘•In  the  coqrseof  the  debate,  lord  Suffolk,  secretary 
for  tiie  northern  department,  undertook  to  defend 
the  employment  of  the  Indians,  in  the  war.  His 
| vdship  contended,  that  besides  ips  policy  and  ne 
qe  vsity,  the  measure  was  also  allowable  on  principle. 
For  that  “ it  was  perfectly  justifiable  to  use  all  the 
nr-ans  that  God  and  nature  put  into  our  hands'* 

■■  I am  astonished  ! (exclaimed lord  Chatham, 
as  he  rqse) — shocked  ! to  hear  such  principles  con- 
fessed—to  hear  them  avowed  in  this  house,  pr  in 
this  country — principles  equally  unconstitutional, 
in h uman  and  unchristian  ! 

My  lords,  I did  not  intend  tp  have  encroached  again 
upon  your  attention  ; but  I cannot  repress  my  in- 
dignation. I feel  myself  impelled  by  every  duty. 
My  lords,  we  are  called  upon  as  members  of  this 
this  house,  as  men,  as  Christian  men,  to  protest 
against' such  notion-  standing  near  the  throne,  pol 
luting  the  ear  of  majesty.  That  God  and  nature 
put  into  our  hands  V*  I know  not  what  ideas  that 
lord  may  entertain  of  God  and  nature. — but  1 know 
that  such  abominably  principles  are  equally  abhor 
rent  to  religion  and  humanity. — What  I to  attribute 
the  sacred  sanction  of  G-od  and  natureto  thetipassa 
pres  of  the  Indians  scalping  knife — to  thy  cannibal 
savage,  torturing,  murdering,  roasting  and  eating  ; 
literally,  my  lords,  eating  the  mangled  victims  of 
his  barbarous  battles  ! Such  horrible  notions  shock 
pvery  precept  of  religion,  divine  or  natural,  and 
every  generous  feeling  of  humanity.  And  my  lords, 
they  shock  every  sentiment  of  honor;  they  shock 
im*  as  a lover  of  honorable  war,  and  a detester  of 
murderous  barbarity. 

These  abominable  principles  and  this  m°Te  abo- 
minable arov/al  of  them,  demand  the  most  decisive 
indignation.  I call  ppon  that  right  reverend  bench, 
those  holy  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  pious  pas 
tors  of  our  church  ; I conjure  them  to  join  in  the 
holy  work,  and  vindicate  the  religion  of  their  God. 
1 appeal  to  the  wisdom  and  the  law  -of  this  learned 
bench,  tp  defend  and  support  the  justice  qf  their 
country.  1 call  upon  the  bishops,  tp  interpose  thy 
unsullied  sanctity  of  their  lawn  ; upon  the  learned 
judges,  to  interpose  the  purity  of  their  ermine,  to 
save  us  from  this  pollution.  I call  upon  the  honor  of 
your  lordships,  to  reverence  the  dignity  of  your 
ancestors,  and  to  maintain  your  own.  J call  upon 
the  spirit  and  humanity  of  my  country,  to  vindicate 
the  national  character.  1 invoke  the  genius  of  the 
constitution. — From  the  tapestry  that  adorns  these 
walls,  the  immortal  ancestor  o this  noble*  lord 
frowns  with  indignation  at  the  disgrace  of  his  coun 
try.  In  vain  he  led  your  victorious  fleets  against 
the  boasted  armada  of  Spain;  in  vain  he  defended 
and  established  the  honor,  theliberties,  the  religion, 
the  protestant  religion  of  this  country, against  the  ar 
bitrary  cruelties  of  popery  and  theinquisition,  ifthese 
more  than  popish  cruelties  and  inquisitorial  practices 
are  let  loose  among  us  ; to  turn  forth  into  our  settle- 
ments, among  our  ancient  connections,  friends  and 
relations,  thp  merciless  cannibal,  thirsting  lor  the 
blood  ox  man,  woman,  and  child  ! to  send  forth  the 
infidel  savage — against  whoip  ? against  your  protes- 

* Lord  Effingham.  Effingham  Howard  was  lord 
high  admiral  of  England  against  the  Spanish  arma- 
da, the  destruction  of  whiyh  is  represented  in  the 
tapestry.  ■ 


tant  brethren  ; to  lay  waste  their  country,  to  deso- 
late their  dwellings,  and  extirpate  their  race  and 
name  with  these  horrible  hell  hounds  of  savage 
war  ! — HE^L  HOUNDS  I SAY,  OF  SAVAGE  WAR. 
Spain  armed  herself  with  blood-bounds  to  extirpate 
the  wretched  natives  of  America  ; and  we  improve 
on  the  inhuman  example  even  of  Spanish  cruelty  ; 
we  Lurq  loose  these  savage  hell  hounds  against  our 
brethren  and  countrymen  hi  America,  of  the  same 
language,  laws,  liberties,  and  religion,  and  endeared 
to  us  by  every  tie  that  should  sanctify  humanity. 

My  lords,  this  awful  subject  so  important  to  our 
honor,  our  constitution,  and  our  religion,  demands 
the  most  solemn  and  effectual  enquiry.  And  I 
again  call  upon  your  lordships,  and  the  united  pow- 
ers of  the  state,  to  examine  it  thoroughly  and  de- 
cisively, and  tp  stamp  upon  it  an  indeliable  stigma 
of  the  public  abhorrence.  And  I again  implon* 
those  holy  prelates  of  our  religion,  to  do  away  those 
iniquities  from  among  us.  Let  them  perform  a lus- 
tration, let  them  purify  this  house,  and  this  country 
from  this  sin. 

My  lords,  I am  old  and  weak,  and  at  present  una- 
ble to  say  more — but  my  feelings  and  indignation 
were  too  strong  to  have  said  less.  I could  not  have 
slept  this  night  in  my  bed,  nor  reposed  my  head  on 
my  pillow,  without  giving  this  vent  to  my  eternal 
abhorrence  of  such  preposterous  and  enormous 
principles.5' 

We  close  this  article  by  annexing  the  following  An- 
glo-Indian account  of  the  battle  on  the  Wabash, 

&c.  from  a gentleman  at  Amhersburg,  to  another 

^t  York. 

Jmhertsburg,  12th  January  1812. 

sir.— J have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  just  as 
I had  finished  writing  you  yesterday,  a Kickapoo 
Chief,  who  was  in  the  action  on  the  Wabash,  ar- 
rived here,  and  reports,  that  without  having  cent 
any  previous  message,  governor  Harrison  advan- 
ced from  his  fort  against  the  Indians,  with  inten- 
tion o.f  surrounding  the  village  on  all  sides,  that 
none  might  escape  if  they  proved  refractory.  He 
Completely  surrounded  it  op  the  land  side,  and  at- 
tempted it  by  the  river,  but  the  Indians  boldly  or- 
dered him  tp  desist,  or  it  would  not  go  well  with 
him  lie  then  asked  where  he  could  encamp,  and 
was  told,  “wherever  he  pleased.,  except  round  their 
village.’’  And  this  time  the  officers  and  cavalry  had 
their  swords  ready  drawn,  and  the  infantry  were 
drawn  up  ready  to  fire  upo^ttiem. 

He  however  retreated  about  a quarter  of  a mile, 
over  a little  rising  ground,  and  encamped  by  a small 
rivulet  ; butbefore'he  retreated , th e Indians  took  a 
negro,  and  threatened  to  puthim  to  death,  if  he  did 

not  inform  them  of  the  governor’s  intention.  The 

negro  told  them  that  fie  intended  to  deceive  them, 
and  they  let  him  go.  And  the  governor,  after  he 
had  encamped,  sent  the  same  negro  back  to  them, 
to  desire  them  to  sleep  sound  and  be  at  ease,  and  not 
approach  his  sentinels,  lest  they  should  be  shot,  and 
that  he  would  not  allow  any  of  his  people  tp  go 
near  them. 

The  Indians,  however,  had  their  picqnets  to  pre- 
vent surprise,  and  often  during  the  night,  ordered 
the  American  spies  to  retire  for  their  posts,  with- 
out doing  them  any  injury.  Two  young  Winlbie- 
goes,  no  doubt  out  curiosity,  (for  it  appears  the  In- 
dians had  no  intention  to  attack,  but  defend  them, 
selves  if  attacked)  went  near  some  of  the  American 
sentinels,  and  were  shot  at,  apd  fell  as  wounded, 
men,  but  on  the  sentinels  coming  up  to  dispatch 

them,  they  arose  and  tomahawked  them. 

This  insult  roused  the  indignation  of  the  Indians,, 
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and  they  determined  to  be  revenged,  and  according- 1 
ly  commenced  the  attack  at  cock  crowing.  They 
had  the  Americans  between  two  fires ; driven  by 
the  Winibiegoes,  they  were  received  by  the  Kika-: 
poo 3,  alternately,  until  about  9 o’clock,  when  the j 
Indians  gave  way  for  want  of  arrows  and  a mm.au i- 
tion. 

It  appears,  that  not  above  one  hundred  Indians 
fired  a shot,  the  greater  number  being  engaged  in 
plundering  and  conveying  oil' horses. 

The  women  and  children  saved  themsedves  by 
crossing  the  river  during  the  engagement. 

The  Americans  burned  the  Prophet’s  village  and 
all  the  corn  of  the  Shawances,  but  the  Kikapoos 
saved  theirs  by  having  it  previously  buried.  Twen- 
ty five  Indians  only  are  killed  ; the  Kikapoo  does 
not  know  the  number  of  Americans  killed,  but  he 
says  their  loss  must  have  been  considerable,  not  less 
than  one  hundred. 

The  prophet  ami  bis  people  do  not  appear  as  a 
vanquished  enemy,  they  re-occupy  their  former 
ground. 

The  prophet’s  brother,” who  went  to  the  south- 
ward in  the  winter  of  181 1 , is  reported  by  this  man  to 
be  on  his  return,  and  has  reached  the  farthest  Kilca - 
poo  town,  and  is  there  in  council  with  the  different 
nations — He  passed  Vincennes  on  his  way  home, 
and  met  the  army  of  Governor  Harrison  retreating, 
but  no  insult  was  offered  to  him  or  his  few  friends 
who  accompanied-  him. 

When  the  messenger  I sent  returns,  I no  doubt 
will  receive  farther  intelligence  respecting  the  views 
of  the  Indians^  and  will  lose  no  time  in  transmitting 
it  to  you,  or  perhaps  be  the  bearer  of  it  myself. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  numbers  of 
the  different  nations  killed,  hv  the  action,  viz  : 


Kikapoos 
Winibiegoes 
Potevvatemies 
Ottawas 
Creeks 
Shawnees 


9' 

6 

9 t 


From  the  manner  in  which  the  Kikapoo  relates 
his  story,  I.  sincerely  believe  his  account  to  be  cor- 
rect. 

P?  S.  T’n c Indian  forces  consisted  of,  from  250 
to  300,  and  not  more  than  100  were  ever  engaged. 


Desultory  remarks. 

NulUus  addictus  jurare  in  verba  magistri. 

“ It  has  hern  remarket?  that  the  present  speech  resembles  in 
many  parts,  the  speech  of  last  year,  and  that  the  politics  of  Ame- 
jieft  are  remarkably  stationary.  Every  man  must  bear  witness 
to  the  truth  of  this  remark.  " America  fluctuates  between  her  in- 
clinations and  her  apprehensions.  She  seems  ^always  to  stand 
tre  * A ' 
he 

' dition | I 

. and  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  a. nation.,  Of  all  the  evils  winch 
can  befai  a people,  the  first  is  a government  without  any  fixed 
principles  or  plan.  No  description  of  rulers  can  lie  as  pernicious 
as  that  tribe  of  vulgar  politicians,  whose  measures  are  governed 
or  dictated  by  accident,  whose  schemes  areperpetually  fluctuating 
and  who  live  from  day  to  day,  and  from  hour  to  hour,  agitated 
by  every  blast  of  wind,  and  borne  away  by  every  current.” 

[London  Courier  on  the  President’s  message. 

“ The  25,001  men  bid  passed  congress— and  in  this  city  of  New. 
York,  the  sensation  produced  by  it,  was  not  half  equal  to  that 
which  was  caused  hv  the  governor’s  notice  of  banks,  Mr.  fiallri- 
tin  recommended  a whiskey  tax,  fee.,  and  every  body  laughed  to 
think  what  a oncer  thing  it  was  for  a man,  who  had  tigered  so 
much  in  the  whiskey  insurrection,  to  be  the  author  of  such  a 
measure.  Lang  and  Butler,*  however,  stiil  graced  .their  columns, 
and  we  too.  sometimes,  with  “ For  Liverpool,” — ‘‘  For  London, 
Su*.  Ac.  The  committee  of  ways  and  mean?,  at  last  comes  out 
with  their  Pandora’s  box  of  taxes  ; yet  nobody  dreams  of  wai 
the  mechanics,  the  banks-*-nay,  the  insurance  offices,  go  on  as 
usual.  Last  of  all  11,000,000  of  dollars,  all  indicating-  the  horrid* 
bella— still  no  alteration  in  the  public  pulse— no  concern,  by  friend 
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or  foe  of  administration— all  is  well  ! In  the  name  of  wonder  amt 
terror,  how  or  why  is  all  this  ! Exposed  as  the  city  of  New-York 
is,  why  this  security,  this  apathy  f Is  all  the  proceedings  of  go- 
vernment a farce  ?— And  that  so  palpable  a one,  as  to  be  under- 
derstood  by  the  most  stupid  ?— Or  what  is  the  reason  that  not  the. 
slighu-st  anxiety  is  felt  by  ourselves.  II'  government  is  in  earnest, 
why  have  they  not,  why  do  they  not  proceed  more  ra»i>fly  ? Why 
is  our  shipping  permitted  to  run  into  certain  capture  ? Lither  the 
government  is  most  false  and  hypocritical— or  the  people  is  out  of 
their  senses.  [N.  York  Evening  Post. 

In  the  two  preceding  articles,  from  both  sides  of 
the  water,  we  see  the  opinion  of  a certain  class  o* 
people  in  the  old  world  as  well  as  in  the  new,  as  to 
the  energy  of  the  American  government.  \Vhih. 
with  bitter  mortification,  we  are  compelled  to  at 
knowledge  the  lash  is  too  justly  applied  by  the  Lon 
don  editor,  we  have  proof  in  readiness  that  the  go- 
vernment .itself  has  upheld,  countenanced  and 
encouraged  the  feelings  of  the  writer  in  New-York. 

Congress  was  convened  earlier  than  usual — the 
president,  in  his  message,  assumed  a due  responsi- 
bility. and  as  plainly  recommended  war  measures  a3 
he  ought  to  have  done — the  committee  on  foreign 
relations  made  an  excellent  report,  and  it  was  hoped 
the  twelfth  congress  would  have  acted  promptly  on 
the  matters  coming  before  therm— nratters  on  which 
argument  was  almost  useless,  ihe  business  of  the 
session  progressed — it  was  agreed  to  fill  up  the 
ranks  of  the  peace-establishment  ; to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force  of  25,000  men  ; to  equip 
50,000  volunteers  ; empower  the  president  to  call 
out  100,000  militia  ; to  fit  out  every  vessel  of  war, 
and  appropriate  many  millions  to  these,  and  other 
military  purposes,  according  to  a system  generally 
acceded  to  and  anticipated  (as  wc  thought)  by  eve- 
ry one  the  least  conversant  in  the  political  concerns 
of  our  country.  il  ity  were  these  things  to  be  done? 
Because,  we  were  told,  that  France  bad  revoked 
her  obnoxious  decrees,  and  Great  Britain  per- 
sisted in  her  injurious  orders  ; and  besides  continu- 
ed to  impress  and  otherwise  maltreat  our  citizens — 
because  the  cup  of  humiliation  was  lull,  and  v:arf 
or  an  absolute  surrender  of  our  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence must  immediately  follow.  In  the  midst 
of  these  mighty  preparations — giant-words  and  co- 
lossal declamations,  and  mountain  oflabor,  a;t£  iidi 
cuious  mouse”  comes  out  of  the  war  department. 


The  secretary  at  wap.  proposes  to  congress  an  ex- 
ception of  the  non  intercourse  lawto  import  [from 
England]  some  5 or  6000  blankets  far  the  use  of 
the  Indian  department  !* — If  the  very  e*god  or  war” 
.himself,  as  the  honorable  secretary  has  sometimes 
been  called,  whether  in  fun  or  in  earnest  1 know 
not,  will  so  act,  can  we  be  surprised  that  in  the 
height  of  preparations  for  hostilities,  some  of 
our  less  informed  citizens  should  send  their  ships 
and  property  to  c<  London ” and  “ Liverpool ,”  and 
other  British  ports  without  any  fear  of  receiving 
damage  thereby?  We  are  truly  humbled  to  think 
that  such  sentiments  were  not  entertained  regain- 
ing the  consistency  and  firmness  of  the  administra- 
tion, of  179S — 9.  And  supposing  the  opinions  then 
entertained  to  have  been  erroneous  (as  v:e  certainly 
believe  they  were)  we  are  almost  willing  to  confess 
that  no  greater  censure  was  cast  upon  them  that  the 
London  Courier  hurls  in  our  teeth.  Tims,  to  use 
a parable,  have  I,  when  a school  boy,  seen  a great 
strapping  country  lad  beaten  and  abused  by  every 
, >ettv  upstart  of  the  school,  threatening  andiuiac  at- 
ening  and  THREATENING  to  retaliate,  but 
burning and  twisting  ten  thousand  ways  to  avoid  an 
appeal  to  his  own  strength — until,  at  last  driven  into 

* Certain  manufactures  in  Georgia  petitioned  con- 
gress for  liberty  to  supply  the  Indian  department 
with  sundry  articles  t 
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p.  corner,  and,  literally  *.*  kicked  into  war,” 
he  was  compelled  to  fight  a hard  battle  which  would 
have  been  avoided,  had  he  respected  himself  in  the 
beginning. 

i$u(  to  return  to  the  blankets.  The  whole  amount 
of  goods  of  every  description  furnished  the  Indians, 
does  not  exceed  in  value  $ 600,000  per  annum.r — — 
Among  these  articles  5 or  6,000  blankets  are  wanted 
r — but  the  army  to  be  raised  and  the  volunteers,  will 
require  as  many  tens  of  thousands . How  are  they 
to  be  supplied  } 

That  patriot  of  “other  years,’* — an  oak  of  the 
growth  of  the  last  generation,  gov.  Gerry  in  his 
message  to  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  (see 
weekly  register,  vol  1.  page  433)  has  most 
severely  reprehended  that  timid  and  temporising 
kind  of  management  that  has  frittered  away  the  spirit 
of  the  nation,  and  abandoned  the  high  ground  we 
naturally  should  possess  in  the  scale  of  nations. — 
This  venerable  man,  instead  of  depending  on  ‘‘friends 
or  neighbors,”  would  fairly  set-in  and  do  the  work 
himself,  like  the  farmer  in  the  beautiful  allegory  of 
JEiOp.  Were  congress  tq  do  this — the  editor  of  the 
LondonCourier  vvoi^d  counterpoise  his  contumelies, 
and  the.  New -York  writer  soon  change  his  opinions. 

The  proposition  o ’ governor  Qerry  is  not  chi 
merical.  Discoursing  the  other  c}ay  with  an  intelli 
geut  mechanic  of  this  city  respecting  blankets,  he 
stated— — that),  last  fall,  knowing  that  from  the  in 
crease  of  his  family,  kc.  several  additional  pairs 
would  be  wanted,  he  went  to  enquire,  and  was  as 
fonished  at  the  price  demanded  for  them.  Without 
more  delay,  lie  obtained  a quantity  of  wool,  and 
sent  it  tq  Elkton  in  this  state  directing  it  to  be 
made  into  blankets.  Tho  following  is  a statement 
pf  the  cost  and  charges— — 

Dr. — 130  lbs  wool  at  50  cents  $65  00 

manufacture,  freight  and  portage  64  00 


129  00 

Cr, — 14  pair  blankets,  8 qrs.  by  10  at?  AA 
$9  21  j-  (29  00 

fheise  blankets,  m every  respect,  are  equal  if 
not  superiqr,  to  the  English  blankets  which,  before 
the  rise  of  that  article , sold  in  our  stores,  at  from  10 
to  12  dollars.  This  little  matter  of  fact  is  worth  a 
volume  of  theory. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  present  growth  of  wool 
in  the  United  States  is  commensurate  to  all  the 
wants  of  their  population  ; but  in  cottbn  we  have  a 
moet  excellent  substitute  for  very  many  purposes, 
and  aided  by  this  staple,  if  need  so  compels,  we  can 
manage  well  enough  until  wool,  also,  shall  become 
a staple  of  the  country,  an  event  about  to  ensue. 

The  vacillations  of  the  government  have  not 
only  injured  its  character  and  politics,  but  have 
done  more  than  any  thing  else  to,  keep  down  do 
mestic  manufactures.  Hearing  a gentleman,  the 
other  day,  complain  for  the  want  of  wire,  1 said— 
“ you  have  capital  enough,  whv  do  you  want  it  ? 
Establish  a manufactory  and  make  it  for  your 
selves  ?•” — He  replied  they  would  have  done  so  a 
considerable  time  since — and  that  they  were  willing 
to  do  so  now — but  the  measures  of  government  were 
so  uncertain , and  no  disposition  existed  in  congress 
to  defend  such  establishments,  that  they  rather 
chose  to  suffer  present  evils  than  attempt  to  remedy 
them  by  an  exertion  that  might  be  attended  with 
more  serious  consequences.  This  is  a general ruh  of 
action  among  the  people.  They  make  no  calculation 
as  the  British  manufacturer  does,  on  the  protection 
of  the  government  ; and  therefore  attempt  nothing 
that  they  are  not  morally  certain  will,  immediately. 


be  so  productive  as  to  enable  them  fairly  to  compete, 
with  the  old  establishments  of  Europe.  What 
faith  pan  be  placed  in  the  patriotism  of  congress  re- 
lative tp  manufactures,  when  they  themselves,  offi- 
cially, purchase  and  consume  British  paper,*  “ even 
until  this  day,”  to  their  own  disgrace  and  the  de- 
triment of  their  country  ? It  is  in  vain  that  some  of 
them  appear  to  take  a pride  in  being  qlothed  with 
the  products  of  the  United  States — it  is  gaping  at 
“a  gnat  and  swallowing  a camel  or  has  about  as 
much  relation  to  the  real  encouragement  of  domes- 
tic manufactures  compared  with  their  legislative 
proceedings,  as  there  exists  between  a “mathema- 
tical point  and  a mountain.” 

Here,  lest  the  article  may  become  tedious,  we 
stop.  The  remarks  are  “ desultory ” indeed  ; but 
some  of  them,  perhaps,  pertinent  to  the  subject 
matter  before  us.  H.  N. 


Domestic  Manufactures,  &c. 

notes  on  wool,  on  blankets  and  kerseys. 

There  is  good  reason  to  believe,  that  twelve 
millions  of  pounds  weight  of  sheep’s  wool  were 
wrought  in  the  year  1810,  into  goods  which  are 
usually  fulled,  within  the  United  States.  The  un- 
fulled goods  were  also  considerable  in  amount. — 
Our  increase  in  sheep  and  wool  is  manifest  and 
steady.  Our  intelligence  and  skill,  in  the  woolen 
branch,  from  the  breeding  and  care  of  sheep  to  the 
finishing  of  woolen  and  worsted  goods,  is  constant- 
ly extended.  Yet  the  business  requires  much  im- 
provement. 

It  is  proposed  to  offer  to  the  planters,  farmers., 
manufacturers  and  capitalists  of  the  United  States, 
some  details  ofthe  woolen  branch,  which  it  may  nctt 
have  been  within  their  power  to  obtain. 

Two  of  the  most  useful  articles  of  woolen  manu- 
facture axe  the  plain  man’s  tweeled  blanket,  called 
the  three  point  blanket,  and  the  plain  man’s  tweei- 
ed  kersey,  or  narrow  cloth. 

The  three  point  blanket  is  made  well,  when  it 
is  three  pounds  and  one  quarter  or  three  pounds 
and  one  half  in  weight ; in  width  one  yard  and 
one  half;  and  in  length  two  yards.  It  has  a broad 
blue  or  dark  stripe  near  to  each  end,  and  in  one 
corner  are  three  blue  marks,  woven  in,  of  the  length 
and  breadth  of  a long  slender  finger.  These  are  the 
points,  wh  ch  give  the  name  or  distinction  to  the 
blanket.  The  European  blankets  have  been  too 
often  made  as  low  in  weight  as  two  pounds  and  one 
half,  and  without  the  twee],  within  the  last  four  or 
five  years,  and  yet  they  have  been  shipt  from  Eu- 

pe  under  the  invoice  name  of  three  point  blankets. 
This  deception  greatly  injures  the  buyer,  and  the 
consumer  or  wearer. 

The  three  point  blankets  are  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  military  supply  by  land  and  by  sea  : in 
the  hospitals,  the  garrisons  and  the  field  ; as  also  on 
the  ocean.  They  are  of  importance  in  the  Indian 
commerce  apd  intercourse : and  are  strong  family 
blankets. 

These  three  point  blankets  are  made  in  England  at 
the  whole  sale  pash  price  of  seven  shillings  sterling 
for  each  blanket  weighing  three  pounds  and  one 
half,  when  the  business  is  well  done,  and  when  pay- 
ment is  made  in  gold  or  silver.  The  proper  wool  is 
that  of  the  heavy  fleeced  breed,  called  the  Lincoln 
shire  breed,  though  the  wool  ofthe  breeds  raised  on 
.he  rich  drained  swamps,  marches  or  fens  through- 
out England  is  also  employed.  It  is  to  be  remem- 

* See  a note  to  page  462  vol.  I.  Weekly  Re- 
gister, 
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bered  that  the  average  weight  of  the  fleece  of  the  full 
blooded  Lincolnshire  breed,  raised  within  that  coun- 
ty, is  considered  to  be  ten  pounds.  The  price  there 
for  this  wool  is  eight  and  one  half  to  nine  pence  ster- 
ling, equal  to  sixteen  or  sixteen  and  one  half  cents. 

The  wool  which  will  card  will  do  for  blankets. 
The  rest  is  combed.  The  weight  of  the  carcase  ot 
the  sheep  of  that  breed,  fed  on  the  rich  reclaimed 
fens  of  Lincolnshire  is  proportionally  heavy. 

This  wool  has  another  peculiar  value.  Much  of 
it  will  do  for  the  hand  comb  or  for  the  combing  ina 
chine,  and  may  be  wrought  jntp  worsted  studs,  such 
as  shalloons,  rattinets,  durants,  camblcts,  bomba 
zettes,  moreens,  worsted  damasks,  joans,  spinnings, 
wildbores,  fcallimancoes,  and  worsted  hosiery,  and 
into  worsted  chain  or  warp  for  woolen  vyeft  or  fill- 
ings, by  which  Great  Britain  obtains  a vast  con 
tribution  from  all  countries.  But  to  return  to  the 
important  article  of  woolen  blankets,  which  is  made 
in  the  short  part  of  the  long  wooled  fleeces. 

It  is  indispensibly  necessary  to  the  right  manu- 
facture of  a well  knapt  or  coated  point  blanket, 
that  the  longest  wool  be  selected.  In  America, 
where  we  have  not  yet  many  distinct  breeds  of  sheep, 
and  fewer  of  the  coarse  and  heavy  fleeced  English 
breeds,  it  is  necessary  to  cull  for  these  blankets  the 
longest  wool  we  can  find  in  parts  of  the  fleeces,  and 
on  the  legs  and  other  particular  places,  leaving  the 
soft  fine  shorter  wool  for  good  coat  cloths,  and  cas 
simeres.  This  will  contribute  to  render  our  blan 
ket  wool  cheaper,  as  the  fine  wool,  when  separat- 
ed, will  command  a better  price  either  in  the  wool 
or  in  the  goods  made  of  it.  This  manner  of  sorting 
wool  will  redound  much  to  the  profit  of  the  manu- 
facturer. 

It  is  well  worthy  of  remembrance  that  the  Eng- 
lish actually  and  regularly  chop  their  wool  when  ic 
is  too  long,  to  enable  them  to  get  up  a rich  coat  of 
pile  upon  their  point  blankets,  and  to  enable  them 
to  card  long  combing  wool. 

The  English  clean  and  raise  their  blankets,  and 
other  coarse  woollens  in  the  fulling  mill,  both  by 
soap  and  fuller’s  earth,  a soapy  clay.  They  raise  and 
thicken  their  blankets,  in  a great  degree,  by  the  ful 
ling  mill,  and  then  still  more  by  the  card.  They 
give  a moderate  coat  to  the  inside  ; and  a full  rich 
coat  of  pile  to  the  outside ; making  them  very  thick 
so  as  to  fill  the  hand  when  grasped.  This  opera- 
tion requires  the  careful  attention  and  utmost  exer- 
tions of  our  manufacturers  and  fullers,  for  their  pains 
and  skill  should  be  much  the  greater,  because  our 
coarsest  wool  (taken  by  the  fleece)  is  too  fine,  soli 
and  short  for  blankets. 

To  obtain  a good  thickness  to  blankets,  to  make 
them  easy  arul  safe  to  card  up  into  a moderate  coat 
on  the  lower  side  and  a rich  coat  on  the  upper  side, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  even  the  chain  or 
warp  be  not  top  hard  twisted  ; and  that  the  weft 
or  filling  be  not  so  much  twisted  as  the  warp  or 
chain.  It  should  only  be  twisted  so  as  to  enable 
the  weavers  to  work  it.  It  is  in  managing  those 
points  well  and  in  not  driving  the  web  too  hard  up 
in  the  loom,  and  not  making  the  web  too  close  and 
tight,  that  the  first  foundations  of  a good  blanket  are 
laid.  The  fuller  must  not  omit  to  do  his  part,  using 
his  judicious  endeavors  to  thicken  the  blanket,  and 
to  prepare  it  to  yield  enough  of  its  pile  easily  to  the 
card  : moderately  on  the  lower  side,  but  considera- 
bly on  the  upper  side.  By  loosening  a dozen  yarns 
of  chain  and  filling  of  a point  blanket,  instruction 
will  be  obtained. 

Th z. flushings  or  lion  skins  for  great  coats  are  made 
lit  the  same  way*  and  indeed  are  nothing  more  than 


good  tweeled  blanketing  well  raised  and  regularly 
on  the  upper  side  and  dyed  blue,  brown,  olive  or 
drab. 

The  kersey  will  be  in  the  subject  of  another  note 
being  also  very  important  to  the  industrious  and  the 
military  portion  of  our  citizens,  and  to  the  cultiva-- 
tors,  manufacturers,  and  capitalists. 

THE  PROCESS  OF  MAKING  IRON  WIRE. 

The  best  tough  soft  iron,  such  as  will  weld  round, 
is  drawn  into  rods  by  smiths,  using  charcoal  fires, 
and  taking  welding  heats  every  time,  the  rod  is  a- 
bout  1-4?  inch  diameter,  9 or  10  feet  long,  containing 
i lbs,  each, {tapered  at  each  end  to  a long  point ; they 
are  first  anealed  by  being  brought  to  a bright  red 
heat,  in  a furnace  excluding  the  air  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, for  if  the  air  can  be  entirely  excluded,  no  scab 
will  rise  in  anealing ; then  these  rods  are  drawn 
through  holes  in  places  formed  as  follows  : 

A bar  of  iron  24-  inches  long,  2 inches  broad,  11-4. 
inches  thick,  is  faced  oh  one  side  with  good  steel, 
3-8  inch  thick,  and  punched  with  taper  holes  from 
the  iron  side,  the  largest  hole  just  sufficient  for  the 
rods  to  pass  through  and  take  the  hammer  marks 
off,  each  hole  a small  degree  less,  unt  il  they  dimin- 
ish to  the  finest  wire,  six  or  eight  plates  will  contain 
the  whole  series  of  holes  from  the  largest  to  the 
smallest. 

The  holes  are  punched  in  the  plates  by  a set  of 
punches,  made  of  best  steel,  beginning  the  hole 
with  the  largest  first,  then  lesser  in  succession  to 
taper  the  hole  gradually,  until  it  pass  through  of  the 
size  wanted,  a dexterous  hand  can  punch  the  holer 
down  to  1-64?  of  inch  diameter,  smaller  can  be  dril- 
led. 

The  plates  are  rounded  on  the  steel  side,  and  the 
holes  1-4  inch  asunder  in  a direct  line  in  the  mid- 
dle, and  the  holes  are  regulated  with  a hammer  poin- 
ted like  an  egg,  to  heat  and  close  them  as  they  wear 
too  large,  or  lose  their  proper  taper  or  size  in  the 
graduated  scries  : after  being  closed  by  hammering 
round  them,  a smooth  punch  or  the  right  taper  is 
driven  in  to  smooth  and  form  them  ; this  punch  is 
driven  in  first  from  the  steel  face  side,  then  again 
from  the  back  ; hammers  are  also  used  to  clean  out 
and  smooth  the  holes  ; these  plates  may  be  a little, 
tempered  by  fire  and  water,  but  not  so  much  as  to 
make  them  brittle,  or  they  will  not  bear  the  ham- 
mer. 

The  rods  are  at  the  beginning  drawn  through  the 
holes  by  a pair  of  nippers  fastened  to  a glide,  set  so  as 
to  v ibrate  horizontally  about  two  feet  or  more,  set  in 
motion  by  a crank  and  heavy  fly  wheel  drove  by 
water,  or  any  other  power,  equal  to  the  power  of 
two  or  three  horses ; these  nippers  open  as  they  push 
up  the  plate,  and  shut  as  they  draw  back.  The 
plateis  firmly  fixed  where  the  nippers  will  just  reach, 
it,  and  they  close  On  the  wire  and  draw  it  through 
the  hole,  say  two  feet  at  a pull. 

The  rods  may  be  reduced  from  13  irtch  to  say 
816,  when  the  wire  will  require  to  be  anealed  ; it 
may  then  be  reduced  to  say  13  inch,  when  it  must 
be  anealed  again,  and  if  the  iron  be  good  it  will  now- 
be  ready  for  the  cylinders  and  may  be  drawn  to  the 
fineness  suitable  for  wool  and  cotton  cards.  If  it 
hardens  too  much  it  must  be  left  for  coarser  purpo- 
ses, for  if  anealed  again  it  will  not  harden  sufficient- 
ly-by  drawing  to  become  sufficiently  elastic  for  cards 
The  workmen  must  discover  the  quality  of  the 
iron,  and  by  experience  learn  the  smallest  size  *£ 
which  it  will  bear  its  last  anealing,  to  make  good 
elastic  wire. 

The  nippers  reduce  it  to  say  1-8  inch  diameter ; 
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it  then  passes  to  cylinder  which  is  set  perpendicu- 
lar, to  revolve  by  a spindle  like  a millstone,  so  fix- 
ed that  it  can  by  a treadel.be.  slipped  in  or  cut  of 
geer  by  the  foot  instantly. 

The  hank  of  wire  is  put  on  a reel,  and  the  end 
drawn  through  the  plate,  say  two  feet  ; it  is  then 
fastened  to  the  cylinder,  which  is  set  in  motion  by 
thetreadel,  and  the  cylinder,  by  a proper  motion, 
draws  it  through . The  instant  it  is  through  the  cy- 
linder is  stopped,  and  wire  wound  back  again  on  the 
reel,  and  is  ready  to  be  put  through  the  next  smaller 
hole,  the  workman  points  the  wire  with  a file  to 
make  it  enter  the  holes  as  they  are  lessened,  and  a 
cloth  dipped  in  melted  tallow  is  always-  laid  on. the 
wire  behind  the  plate,  to  grease  it  to  make  it  slip  the 
more  easily  through  the  holes. 

This  is  the  process  used  by  the  writer  when  a 
boy  during  the  American  revolution,  and  so  easy 
was  it  attained  that  without  any  regular  instructions 
from  experienced  artists,  but  from  only  what  he 
could  hear  from  persons  who  had  transiently  seen 
the  operation,  he  so  far  succeeded  as  to  make  as 
good  iron  wire  as  ever  was  imported,  and  to  work 
it  into  as  good  wool  and  cotton  cards,  of  which  he 
made  thousands  of  pairs  ; so  that  he  can  from  expe- 
rience sav,  that  the  American  iron  will  make  good 
wire,  and  he  has  no  doubt  of  the  success  of  the 
manufacture,  if  attempted  with  perseverance,  and 
supported  by  a protecting  duty  on  the  importation 
of  the  article. — O.  E.  [Aurora 

SALTWORKS. 

By  a gentleman  from  the  Genessee  country,  wc 
are  informed  that  last  summer,  at  a salt  works,  in 
Galen  township,  Cayuga  county,  and  state  of  New 
York,  the  owner  had  an  idea  that  by  digging,  he 
might  perhaps  arrive, at  the  salt  rock  ; accordingly 
he  employed  a hand  to  try  the  experiment,  who 
went  down  about  60  or  70  feet,  when  to  his  great 
satisfaction,  became  to  the  bed  of  salt,  and  broke 
off  a small  piece,  but  the  water  broke  in  upon  him 
so  fast,  fhat  he  had  to  call  for  assistance  to  get  out, 
and  had  only  time  to  bring  one  of  his  tools  with 
him,  and  a smalt  piece  of  salt,  which  was  clear 
like  a piece  of  allum,  the  water  rose  to  the  surface 
and  ran  over  ; they  then  built  a wall  of  stone  and 
lime  round  it,  4 feet  high,  so  close  as  to  hold  water; 
they  have  a number  of  kettles,  or  salt  pans,  con- 
stantly boiling,  but  still  they  are  unable  to  use  it 
as  fast  as  it  rises  ; the  water  is  so  strong  that  as  it" 
scatters  over  the  ground,  it  chrystallizes  with  the 
heat  of  the  sun  in  the  hot  weather. 

[Cumberland  Register. 

PLAISTER  OF  PARIS. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  Cayuga  lake,  about  a 
mile  from  it,  they  have  found  a large  bank  of  Plais- 
ter  of  Paris,  from  which  they  are  carrying  it  along 
the  lake  to  where  the  turnpike  from  the  Susque 
hanna  joins  it,  from  whence  it  is  carried  to  that 
river  in  waggons,  or  in  the  winter  by  sleighs,  as  it 
is  but  thirty  three  miles  distant,  ana  from  that  place 
it  can  be  brought  down  the  river  to  any  place  of 
deposit  in  boats  ; the  price  is  five  dollars  per  ton  at 
the  quarry.  There  has  also  a bed  of  plaister  been 
found  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  of  which  a Mr, 
Rittcnhouse  is  one  pf  the  proprietors.  [ibid. 


Astronomical. 

'HISTORY  OP  THE  COMET. 

There  is  no  part  of  natural  philosophy  whose 
study  affords  greater  interest  or  delight,  than  that  of 


the  solar  system;  and  this  interest  appears  to  b» 
the  greater  in  proportion  to  the  difficulties  of  at- 
taining a thorough  knowledge  of  the  object  of  con- 
templation. Curiosity,  that  sole  source  of  human 
wisdom,  withdraws  her  stimulating  influence,  the 
moment  we  have  reaped  the  fruits  of  our  investi- 
gation. Thus  the  sun,  with  whose  history  we  are 
acquainted,  and  whose  daily  visit  has  familiarized 
us  to  his  presence,  excites  no  emotion  in  his  be* 
holders,  if  we  except  the  gratitude  of  the  moral  and 
religious  to  that  munificent  Being  who  ordained 
that  he  should  lend  us  light  and  heat.  But  when  a 
stranger  appears  in  the  “ blue  expanse”  all  eyes 
are  turned  towards  it,  a thousand  conjectures  are 
formed  as  to  its  immediate  object  and  ultimate  ef- 
fects, the  spirit  of  philosophy  is  awakened,  sinners 
tremble  at  the  dreaded  termination  of  their  career, 
while  the  philosopher  calmly  prepares  to  search  into 
;ihe  hidden  secret.  Suc.h  has  been  the  effect  of  the- 
Comet  which  has  lately  made  its  appearance  in  the 
firmament,.  As  it  i3  one  which  has  never  before 
been  seen,  and  which  is,  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
a stranger  to  the  astronomical  world,  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  importance  to  learn  its  history,  and  to 
record  such  facts  respecting  it  as  may  be  supposed 
to  be  useful  to  future  investigators.  Before  wc 
proceed  however  to  this  task,  it  may  not  be  super- 
fluous to  some1  of  our  readers  to  give  a short  de- 
scription of  the  general  nature  of  comets. 

Comets  are  defined  to  be  moving  bodies  appear- 
ing at  uncertain  intervals  in  the  celestial  regions, 
and  having  a very  different  aspect  from  the  planets. 
They  are  improperly,  named  eomets,  from  coma  ; 
(hair)  the  tail  being  said,  to  resemble  hair;  a tail, 
however,  does  not  attend  all  comets  ; some  appear- 
ing as  round  and  as  well  defined  as  the  planets  ; 
while  others  are  completely  surrounded  by  a blaze 
of  light,  not  unlike  in  appearance  to  the  Aurora, 
Borealis.  They  are  said  to  be  of  much  greater 
density  than  the  earth,  and  to  move  about  the  sun 
ir^  very  eccentric  ellipses.  Their  apparent  magni- 
tude is  also  very  different,  “ sometimes  they  appear 
only,  of  the  bigness  of  the  fixed  stars  ; at  other 
times  they  will- equal  the  diameter  of  Venus,  and 
sometimes  even  of  the  sun  or  moon.  These  bodies 
will  also  sometimes  lose  their  splendor  suddenly 
while  their  apparent  bulk  remains  the  same — with 
respect  to  their  apparent  motions  they  have  all  the 
inequalities  of  the  planets  ; sometimes  seeming  tq 
go  forwards,  sometimes  backwards  and  sometimes 
to  be  stationary.”  More  than  450  are  computed  to 
belong  to  our  solar  system  ; of  which  number  only 
three  have  been  accurately  calculated  by  astronomers. 
According  to  Dr.  Long,  the  head  of  a comet,  when 
seen  through  a good  telescope,  appears  to  consistof  a 
solid  globe,  and  an  atmosphere  that  surrounds  it. 
This  atmosphere  is  of  a rarity  inconceivably  greater 
than  that  which  surrounds  this  earth,  and  it  is  the 
reflection  of  light  upon  this  atmosphere  which  is 
supposed  to  create  the  appearance  of  a tail,  which 
always  grows  larger  as  the  comet  approaches  the 
sun  and  shortens  as  it  recedes  from  that  luminary. 
Some  astronomers  maintain  the  opinion  that  co- 
mets have  light  of  their  own,  while  others  affirm 
that  they  receive  it  entirely  from  the  sun.  Sir 
Isaac  Newton,  whose  theory  of  comets  differs  con- 
siderably from  that  of  most  other  astronomers, 
computed  the  heat  of  that  which  appeared  in  the 
year  1680  to  be  two  thousand  times  greater  than 
that  of  red  hot  iron  at  itS  least  distance  from  the 
,un,  which  was  490,000  miles.  The  comet  of  which 
we  are  about  to  collect  a history  is  the  largest  that 
has  been  seen  since  that  of  1680,  and  as  its  perihelion 
distance  from  the  sun  is  nearly  two  hundred  times 


II 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER — ASTRONOMICAL. 


greater  we  may  suppose  its  heat  to  have  been  pro 
portionably  less  ; and  the  idea  of  its  having  contri- 
buted to  the  mildness  of  the  early  part  of  our  win 
ter,  consequently  to  be  entirely  without  foundation. 

The  comet  was  visible  tor  the  first  time  on  the 
5th  September,  1811.  On  the  7th,  at  half  past  seven 
o’clock,  P.  Al.  it  was  observed  by  professor  Wood, 
of  William  and  Alary  College,  and  its  situation 
then  as  calculated  by  that  gentleman  is  thus  describ 
ed  : it  was  in  the  same  line  with  the  polar  star,  and 
alpha  and  beta  or  the  two  pointers  of  the  ursa  major, 
21°  35'  from  alpha,  5C°  15'  from  the  polar  star, 
and  16°' 28 'from  gamma  of  the  ursa  major,  its 
right  ascension  161°  3U'  declination  N.  4lQ  long. 
4 signs  23  cleg.  lat.  30°  30',  distance  from  the  sun 
31°  15 '.  The  diameter  of  its  body  exclusive  of  the 
coma  (or  tail)  appeared  to  be  one  fourth  of  the 
moon,  but  including  the  coma  three  fourths  of  the 
moon.  From  this  time  to  the  21  st  September  its 
distance  from  the  sun  increased  13°  15';  during 

this  period  it  had  described  an  arch  of  15  degrees 

its  brightness  as  well  as  its  tail'  had  increased  ; its 
velocity  had  also  increased  by  one  half;  its  orbit 
was  then  inclined  to  the  ecliptic  at  nearly  an  an- 
gle of  64  degrees.  The  observations  of  this  gen- 
tleman and  those  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bowditch  of 
Salem,  appear  to  have  led  them  to  very  different, 
and,  in  some  instances,  opposite  conclusions.  We 
presume  not  to  decide  the  question  of  correctness 
but  shall  give  the  results  of  their  calculations  as  wc 
find  them.  Mr.  Bowditch  supposed  from  his  first 
observations  that  the  comet  passed  its  perihelion* 
on  the  6th  Sept,  but  hy  subsequent  calculation  he 
determined  it.to  be  on  the  12th,  at  3h.  Greenwich 
time.  His  calculations  as  corrected  by  him  to  the 
21st  October,  give  the  following  result*:  Perihelion 
distance  1.032,  the  mean  distance  of  the  sun  from 
the  earth  being  1. 

Place  of  the  perihelion  counted  on  the  orbit  of 
the  cornet,  2 signs  15d.  24m. 

Longitude  of  the  ascending  node,  4s.  20d.  24m. 

inclination  of  the  orbit  to  the  ecliptic,  73d. 

These  observations  appear  to  agree  very  nearly 
with  those  of  the  Parisian  astronomer,  Burckhardt. 
His  elements  of  the  comet’s  orbit  are  as  fellow  ; 
Perihelion  distance  1,022,11.  Time  of  its  passing 
the  perihelion,  48  minutes  past  nine  in  the  evening 
of  the  12th  Sept.  Ascending  node  146d.  13  min. 
Inclination  72°  12':  Place  of  the  perihelion  74?  12'. 
He  further  observed  that  the  nucleus  (or  body)  of 
this  comet  appeared  separated  from  its  coma,*  and 
that  the  latter  surrounded  it  in  the  form  of  a para- 
bolic ring  ; an  appearance  which  has  never  been 
observed  in  other  comets. 

Mr.  Wood’s  calculations  of  the  elements  differ 
considerably  from  the  foregoing.  Kc  affirms  that 
the  comet  had  not  arrived  at  its  •perihelion  on  the  1st 
October — this  he  infers  from  the  progressive  in- 
crease of  light  in  the  comet  from  its  first  appearance 
to  that  time  ; taking  it  for  granted  that  the  light  of 
the  head  of  a comet  is  greatest  when  in  ^he  perihe 

lion,  and  that  it  decreases  as  it  recedes  from  it. 

This  greater  apparent  brilliancy,  however,  is  ac- 
counted for  by  Mr.  Bowditch  by  the  diminution  of 
the  comet’s  distance  from  the  earth.  As  it  receded 
from  the  sun  it  approached  nearer  to  the  earth,  and 
of  course  appeared  larger  and  more  brilliant  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  planet  The  motion  of  the 
comet  was  supposed  by  Mr.  Wood  to  be  direct , in 
as  much  as  it  moved  according  to  the  order  of  the 


* Perihelion,  is  that  particular  point  at  which  any 
platiet  is  at  its  nearest  distance  from  the  sun. 


signs  with  an  increasing  velocity.  Mr.  Bowditch, 
on  the  contrary,  maintained  it  to  be  retrograde . — 
Judging  from  the  apparent  magnitude  of  the  nucleus 
(or  oody)  ot  the  comet,  which  is  computed  by  Air. 
Wood  to  be  1 m.  33s.  he  supposes  that  its  least  dis- 
tance from  the  earth  cannot  exceed  20  millions  of 
miles,  whereas  Mr.  Bowditch  makes  it  one  hundred 
millions  more,  and  supposes  that  Mr.  Wood  ha? 
faden  into  an  error  Dy  confounding  the  appearances 
ot  the  comet  when  viewed  from  the  earth  and  front 
the  sun.  Lastly,  these  two  gentlemen  differ  with 
respect  to  the  length  of  the  tail.  Mr.  Bowditch 
calculates  it  to  be  nearly  equal  to  one  half  of  the 
sun’s  distance  from  the  earth,  or  about  47  millions 
ot  miles,  and  Mr.  Wood  makes  it  only  about  halt 
that  length.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  ob- 
servations of  these  gentlemen,  both  of  whom  are-, 
certainly  skilful  in  •'he  science,  should  differ  on  so 
material  a point  as  the  time  of  the  comet’s  perihe- 
lion. From  the  difily  observations  of  Mr.  Wood 
f.om  the  7th  September  to  the  24th  October,  tho 
comet  continued  to  Secede  from  the  sun  ; and  from 
the  21st  September ,to  the  24th  October  it  had  tra- 
versed a distance  of  18°  30'  being  at  that  time  dis- 
tant from  tne  sun  6s>0.  Now  unless  we  suppose  its 
subsequent  course  to  cave  been  retrograde,  it  would 
appeal  to  have  passed  its  perihelion  before  it  was 
observed  at  all  by  Mr.  Wood;  and  this  opinion  i,; 
confirmed  by  the  observations  of  Mr.  John  Carr  of 
Virginia,  wtio  supposes  the  comet  to  have  passed 
its  perihelion  between  the  4th  and  the  12th  Sep:, 
with  the  amazing  velocity  of  400,000  miles  per  hour. 

Mr.  Bowditch  by  the  assistance  of  an  apparatus 
prepared  after  the  method  of  La  Lande  made  the 
following  estimate  of  the  apparent  course  of  the 
comet.  In  the  month  of  February.  1811,  it  was 
near  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  constellation  Argo, 
having  a motion  west  inclining  to  the  north.  After 
passing  a few  degrees  to  the  eastward  of  the  Great 
Dog,  its  direction  became  nearly  north,  and  in  the- 
month  of  May,  its  longitude  was  stationary.  Early 
in  June  it  passed  near  to  the  eastern  part  of  the 
Lesser  Dog,  inclining  rather  towards  the  east ; i 
was  then  visible  at  the  cape  of  Good  Hope  and  other 
places  south  of  the  equator.  On.the,16th  July  is, 
passed  the  ascending  node  in  the  longitude  of  abou  t 
4 signs  18  degrees,  and  then  moved  north  easterly 
towards  the  feet  of  the  Great  Bear,  in  which  situa 
tion,  as  has  been  before  observed,  it  became  visible 
to  us  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  September.  It 
ceased  to  be  visible,  as  this  gentleman  'had  calcula- 
ted, early  in  the  last  month  ( February  1812.) 

U would  be  an  endless  task  to  enumerate  the  vs 
rious  conjectures  of  the  learned,  as  well  as  the  un- 
learned, respecting  the  uses  assigned  to  comets  in 
the  great  scale  pf  nature.  'Man,  like  the  “ pam- 
per’d  goose”  is  too  apt  to  consider  every  thing  he 
sees,  as  made  for  his  use,  and  to  look  upon  every 
part  of  the  creation  which  lie  cannot  appropriate  to 
that  end,  as  an  unnecessary  labor  of  the  great  Ore 
ator*s  hands.  Whatever  appears  beyond  the  ken  of 
his  limited  faculties,  is  regarded  as  the  preternatu- 
ral sign  of  God’s  particular  notice  ; as  if  man  were 
the  only  thought  which  occupied  the  Infinite  Mind  . 
Some  very  learned  men  have  supposed  that  comets 
were  occasionally  made  the  angry  messengers  of 
our  Divine  Father  to  teach  his  unbelieving  children, 
the  strength  of  his  avenging  arm.  If  we  cannot  be 
made  to  see  and  feel  the  work  of  an  Almighty  pow 
er  in  the  daily  view  of  nearer  objects  ; if  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  innumerable  but  regular  gra- 
dations and  mutual  dependencies  which  exist 
throughout  nature,  we  cannot  be  persuaded  to  ac- 
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knowledge  our  own  dependance  on  the  goodness 
and  mercy  of  asupreme  and  overruling  God  ; nei- 
ther should  we  be  made  to  believe  though  one  should 
rise  from  the  dead — 

“ Let  earth  unbalanc’d  from  her  orbit  fly,. 

**  Planets  and  suns  run  lawless  thro’  the  sky  ; 

« Let  ruling  Angels  from  their  spheres  be  hurl’d, 
“ Being  on  Boeing  wreck’d  and  world  on  world  ; 

- c Heav’ns  whole  foundations  to,  their  centre  nod, 
46  And  Nature  tremble  to  the  throne  of  God. 

(i  All  this  dread  order  break — for  whom}  for  thee} 
“ V’ile  worm  ! — oh  madness  ! Pride  ! Impiety  ! 

# * * . * * # * * 

(t  Know  then  thyself,  presume  not  God  to  scan, 
c(  The  ■proper  study  of  mankind  is  man.,? 

Biographv. 

COMMODORE  PREBLE. 
Commodore  Preble  [who  media  1307]  had  just 
completed  the  45th  year  of  his  age,  being  born  in 
Portland,  in  August,  1761.  The  following  sketch 
of  his  life  is  copied  from  “ the  Pplyanthos.” 

“Our  young  hero,  almost  frofh  his  infancy,  dis- 
covered  a noble  and  invincible  courage,  and  admi- 
rable resolution  and  perseverance  in  all  his  pursuits. 
Blest  with  an  athletic  constitution,  and  having  no 
great  inclination  to  sedentary  amusements  : his 
hours  of  leisure  from  his  academical  and  other  ear- 
ly studies  were  mostly  devoted  to  hunting,  and 
other  exercises  of  the  greatest  activity. 

In  his  youth  he  became  a mariner  in  the  mercantile 
service  which  he  successfully  followed,  during  some 
months  after, the  revolutionary  war.  In  this  war  he 
he  was  made  a prisoser.  After  h-is  liberation  from 
captivity,  his  enterprizc  and  vigor  were  displayed 
\n  the  armed  vessels  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
with  honor  and  success. 

“ About  the  year  1779,  he  went  as  a midshipman 
on  board  the  ship  Protector , commanded  by  captain 
John  Foster  Williams  ; with  whom  he  served 
one  or  two  years,  till  he  was  promoted  to  a lieuten- 
ancy on  board  the  sloop  of  war,  Wintkrop,  com- 
manded by  captain  Geo.  Little.  In  this  station 
he  performed  a very  brilliant  and  heroic  action, 
hoarding  and  capturing  with  a few  men,  a vessel  of 
more  than  equal  force,  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Pe- 
fyobscott ; under  afurious  cannonade  from  the  battery 
and  an  incessant  firing  from  the  troops.  After  this 
he  continued  with  capt.  Little  till  the  peace  of  1783. 

“ In  the  year  1801,  he  had  the  command  of  the 
United  States  frigate  Essex,  in  which  he  performed 
a voyage  to  the  East  Indies , for  the  protection  of 
our  trade  in  those  seas  ; and  having  driven  off  the 
cruisers,  returned  in  the  following  year  with  a con- 
voy from  Batavia  under  his  care,  consisting  of 
fifteen  ships  and  other  vessels,  estimated  at  the  value 
of  four  millions  of  dollars. 

“ In  the  year  1803,  captain  Preble  was  honored 
with  the  appointment  of  commodore,  and  with  the 
command  of  the  United  States’  frigate  Constitution, 
with  a squadron  consisting  of  seven  sail  of  vessels 
in  all  ; and  before  the  end  of  the  year  made  his  pas- 
sage to  the  Mediterranean  sea. 

In  the  following  year,  1804,  though  he  was  destin- 
ed to  act  in  the  Mediterranean  with  his  fleet,  and 
particularly  designed  to  subdue  or  humble  the  Tri- 
politan barbarians  ; yet,  on  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar, 
be  found  the  emperor  of  Morocco  had  made 
tyar  upon  the  United  States.  This  prevented  for  a 
time  the  fleet’s  progress  in  the  Mediterranean , till 
. the  'Commodore  bad  taken  measures  to  obtain  a 
‘ peace  with  that  power,  on  terms  honorable  to  hjs 


country,  which  was  happily  effected.  But  afterthfc. 
unfortunate  loss  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  he  found1 
that  his  remaining  force  was  by  no  means  equal  to 
the  attack  of  the  holds  of  Tripoli,  with  any  rational., 
prospect  of  success. 

Rather  than  fail,  however,  in  his  design,  he  ob- 
tained a number  of  gun-boats  of  the  king  of  Naples, by 
which  he  w*os  the  better  able  to  oppose  the  gun-boats 
of  the  enemy.  After  the  burning  of  the  Philadelphia 
through  thevalorof  the  brave  lieutenant  Decatur, 
under  the  mouths  of  the  enemy’s  cannon,  he  made 
his  first  general  attack  ; and  the  attacks  which  he 
made  on  the  city  and  fortifications  were  so  little  dis- 
tant in  time  from  each  other,  and  so  judiciously  con- 
ducted with  consummate  bravery  and  alertness, 
that  though  the  obstinate  bashaw  was  not  induced  to 
surrenderor  flee,  yet  he  was  induced  to  make  great 
abatements  from  time  to  time,  in  his  demands  for 
the  emancipation  of  the  prisoners  whom  he  held  in 
durance. 

“ It  is  thought.  that  one  vessel  more  added  to  the 
small  fleet  would  have  enabled  the  Commodore  to 
complete  the  ruin  or  capture  of  the  place,.  Much 
indeed  was  done  towards  compelling  the  enemy  to 
set  at  liberty  Capt.  Bainbridge,  with, his  officers  and 
men  ; and  towards  obtaining  a peace  on  moderate 
and  honorable  terms,  which  has  since  taken  place. 
The  conduct  of  our  prudent  and  intrepid  comman- 
der was  such  as  to, do  much  honor  to  himself  and 
the  flag  of  th,e  United  States,  in  the  view  of  Europe 
as  well  as  of  America.  His  conduct  has  extorted 
praise  from  all  but  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  himself : — 
And  what  affords  a peculiar  apd  unexpected  honor 
to  this  American,  warrior,  though  a heretic,  is  the 
declaration  of  his  Holiness  of  Rome,  “ that  he  had 
done  more  towards  humbling  the  anti-christian  bar- 
barians Qn  that  coast,  than,alj,the  Christian  states  of 
Europe  had  ever  done.” 

COLONEL  JOHN  P.  BOYD: 

Colonel  Boyd  of  the  4th  regiment  United  States, 
infantry,  is  about  42  years  of  age,  and  was  born  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Boston.  He  had  very  early 
felt  an  attachment  to  the  military  profession,  and, 
when  abopt  18,  it  is  believed,  obtained  a commission 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  circum- 
stances of  those^  times  rendering  the  military  life 
rather  a business  of  indulgence  and  idleness  that  of 
activity,  he  resigned,  and  appears  to  have  fixed  his 
attention  upon  the  theatre  of  Asia,  where  many 
other  Americans  had  beforcadvenfured  and  found 
military  honors  and  employments. 

Col.  Boyd  lauded  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel, 
where  it  is  believed,  he  found  a friendly  reception, 
as  all  respectable.strangers  did,  from,  his  namesake 
Hugh  Boyd,  the  true  author  of  the  celebrated  let- 
ters of  J.unius. 

From  Madras,  colonel  Boyd  found  no  difficulty 
to  reach  the  Mali ratta  country,  where  his  soldierly 
appearance  and  manners  soon  found  service,  as  the 
phrase  is,  in  that  country.  After  making  a few 
campaigns' as  a soldier  of  fortune  among  the  Mah- 
rattahs,  and  making  himself  master  of  their  man- 
ners, military  habits  and  the  general  policy  of  the 
country,  during  which  he  displayed  both  intrepidi- 
ty and  military  talents,  he  was  very  soon  distin- 
guished, and  had  the  command  of,  several  corps  in 
succession.  When  the  writer  of  this  article  first 
became  acquainted  with  the  reputation  of  colonel 
Boyd,  in  Asia,  that  gentleman  had  very  high  rank 
in  the  Mahratta  service.  Military  rank  in  India  is 
designated  by  the  number  of  men  ; and  a command- 
is  called  munsub  ; the  commander  a munsubdar-~t 
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these  are  ot  two  three,  fbur  6r  five  thousand.  Col- 
Boyd  had  a munsab  of  10,000  cavalry,  which  he 
commanded  in  several  actions  With  the  highest  ere 
dit.  He  had  for  his  lieutenant,;  as  munsubdar,  gen. 
William  Tone,  a brother  of  a gentleman  who  has 
distinguished  himself  in  the  history  of  an  unfortu- 
nate and  oppressed  nation,  the  late  Theo.  Wolfe 
Tone. 

Colonel  Boyd  being  attached  to  his  native  coun- 
try, and  the  state  of  Asia  ceasing  to  present  the 
same  temptations  to  military  enterprize,  and  a fame 
very  precarious  from  the  unhappj'  condition  of  the 
people  and  the  predominant  influence  that  prevails 
m that  region — he  returned  to  his  country  and 
friends  about  twelve  years  ago. 

Of  his  merits  as  a soldier  and  his  experience, 
what  we  have  stated  would  be  sufficient ; those 
who  saw  his  regiment  move  through  this  city  on 
their  way  to  the  westward  must  have  perceived  that 
he  had  cast  away  the  rust  of  military  antiquity, 
imd  that  his  mind  kept  pace  with  the  progress  of 
the  science  to  which  his  heart  is  formed  and  fitted. 
His  regiment  formed  a happy  example  of  the  mo- 
dern discipline. — Aurora. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb . 28. — The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a petition  from  the  Wyandot  Indians , praying 
fora  grant  of  land,  accompanied  with  sundry  talks, 
— Referred  to  the  committee  on  public  lands. 

Also,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
with  a statement  of  the  amount  of  the  customs, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  government 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a genera!  land 
office  in  the  department  of  the  treasury,  was  twice 
read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  public  lands- 
WAR  TAXES. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  subject 
of  taxes  : when  the  4th  resolution  proposing  a tax 
on  salt  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Stanford  rose  again  to  oppose  this  tax,  on 
the  ground  of  its  being  Unjust  and  Unequal,  opera- 
ting principally  Upon  a particular  portion  of  the 
union.  The  inhabitants  on  the  sea-board  had  not 
the  same  necessity  of  using  it  for  their  cattle,  and 
on  some  parts  of  the  coast  manufactories  of  salt  are 
established  ; and  the  people  to  the  westward^had  al- 
so salt  manufactories.  The  state  of  Ohio  had  been 
particularly  favored  by  Congress  in  this  respect, 
having  had  the  salt  licks  given  to  them  at  the  time 
that  state  was  formed. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  the  salt  licks  had  not  been  given 
to  the  state  of  Ohio,  without  a consideration.  They 
were,  in  return,  to  suffer  all  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States  to  be  exempt  from  taxation, 
lit  Mr.  Blackledge  was  in  favor  of  the  tax,  as  it  would 
serve  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  salt  in  our 
own  country,  which,  in  case  of  war,  would  be  very 
desirable.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  people  on  the 
sea-coast,  or  in  the  western  country,  got  their  salt 
any  cheaper  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  midland 
country,  except  such  as  lived  near  a manufactory. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 
adding  a duty  of  ten  cents  ©n  all  salt  manufactured 
in  this  country.  This  motion  was  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Stanford , Macon , Wright,  Clay,  Gholson 
and  Widgery  ; and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Blackledge, 
King,  Por'.er,  Stow , Lacoclc , Tracy , Grundy,  and 
Calhoun. 


The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  this  tax 
of  ten  cents  a bushel  on  domestic  salt,  and  negati- 
ved, 96  to  22. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
proposition,  as  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  for  laying  a duty  of  20  cents  a bushel  on 
imported  salt,  and  negatived,  60  to  57.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were, 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson.  Archer,  Bacon,  Bassett,  BihU, 
Blackledge,  Boyd,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Dawson,  Desha,  Earle, 
Findley,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Hufty,  Johnson,  Kent, 
King,  Lacock,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  M*K ee,  M'Kim,  Metcalf 
Milnor,  Mitchill,  Morrow,  New,  Newbold,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pick- 
ens, Pleasants,  Porter,  Quincy,  Reed,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Sevbert,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  Stow,  Tra- 
cy, Troup,  Turner,  Van  Co’urtlandt,  Winn,— 57.  . 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Baker,  Bard,  Bleecker,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Clay,  Cochran,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Davis,  Dinsmoor,  Ely,  Emott,  Fitch,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son, Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  GrayJIIarperJ|Hawes,  Jackson,  Key, 
Iaw,  Lefever,  Lewis,  Macon,  Maxwell,  Moore,  M'Bryde,  M'Coy, 
Morgan,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Pearson,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pond,  Potter, 
Randolph,  Ridgely,  Rhea,  Rodman,  Sevier,  Sliaw,  SliefFey,  J. 
Smith,  Stanford,  Steuart,  Taggart,  TaLnadge,  Wheaton,  White- 
hill,  Widgery,  Wilson,  Wright. — 60. 

[Yeas  57,  nays  60.  Absent  on  the  vote  23  mem- 
bers.) 

The  5th  resolution  next  came  under  consideration 
for  laying  duties  on  distilleries,  when  Mr.  M'Kim 
moved  to  strike  out  what  relates  to  laying  a duty 
on  the  capacity  of  the  still,  and  to  insert  in  its 
place  25  cents  per  gallon. 

The  speaker  declared  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  to  be  out  of  order  ; as  all  pro- 
positions for  raising  revenue  must  first  be  discussed 
in  committee  of  the  whole. 

A motion  to  adjourn  was  made  and  carried.  Ad- 
jouned  till  Monday. 

Monday,  March  2. — Mr.  Milnor  presented  the 
petition  of  N*il  M‘Ginnis,  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, praying  a remission  of  the  penalty  of  75,000 
dollars  incurred  under  the  embargo  laws,  which  he 
states  to  have  been  dene  through  ignorance  of  the 
laws  and  in  the  most  innocent  manner.  Referred. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  pursuance  of  a reso- 
lution of  the  house  calling  on  him  for  a statement  of 
the  exports  of  the  United  States  for  some  years 
past  ; also  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, the  secretary  of  War  and  the  comptroller  on 
the  subject  of  the  refugee  claims,  &c.  also  a letter 
from  the  chief  justice  of  the  United  States  in  be- 
half of  the  supreme  court,  acknowledging  the  favor 
conferred  on  them  by  the  use  of  the  congressional 
library. 

War  Taxes. — The  house  proceeded  to  consider 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Gholson  said  he  had  witnessed,  with  extreme 
regret,  the  dissatisfaction  that  was  prevalent  amongst 
his  friends  in  consequence  of  the  rejection  ol  the 
resolution  recommending  a tax  on  salt.  He  had 
voted  against  that  particular  resolution,  and  after 
reviewing  with  the  most  rigid  impartiality  his  con- 
duct upon  that  occasion  he  could  perceive  in  it 
nothing  to  disapprove.  I most  distinctly  and  expli- 
citly (said  Mr.  G.)  upon  that  occasion  stated  in  my 
place,  that  if  the  said  tax  could  by  any  gentleUian 
be  shewn  to  be  necessary  to  equalize  the  system  of 
taxation,  I was  readv  to  yield  my  assent  to  it,  al- 
though, as  was  acknowledged,  it  would  operate 
with  peculiar  hardship  on  all  the  middle  country,  & 
section  of  which  I have  the  honor  to  represent. — 
Neither  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  mean*,  nor  any  other  gentleman,  un- 
dertook to  prove  that  this  tax  was  requisite  to  pro- 
duce this  equal  effect.  I moreover  then  stated,  as  l 
now  declare,  that  I was  and  am  prepared  to  go  as  far 
as  any  man  in  providing  the  necessary  revenue  to 
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sustain  the  crediC  of  thfc  country  m the  approaching  Muc6.^  >Uxwtll, M*Brj 
contest.  My  object  was  to  impose  the  taxes  on  sub  { ^ j#  Sj( 
jecis  that  could  best  bear  them.  1 thought  there  were  Wheaton,  Waite,  w;ut 


LM'Ervde,  M'Coy,  Moselv,  Kelson, ^earsqtofJP^kj^ 
nuolv%  Hic.-armon,  Ritg-iy,  R* * Kodn^'Shel; 
rd,  Stuart,  Stuip.*,  1 * aUmauge, 

litehill,  Wilson,  Wright— o% 
i then  renewed  his  motion  to  amend 
fo.  taxing  stills,  by  substituting  for 
e following  claube  to  impose  a duty 
irits  distilled  wholly  or  in  part  tro/r 
ei.;n  maiei  ials,  at  ditterent  rates,  to  average  28 
t:;  per  gallon.  . 1 

On  all  spirits  distilled  wholly  from  domestic 
v.rth  and  produce,  at  any  distillery  where  there 


M . B 
the  resol 
a part  ol 

“ Or. 
foreign 
cent:;  pei 


jecLs  tnat  could  oesi  oeat  mem.  i thought  there 
many  objects  of  taxation  preferable  to  salt,  an  in 
dispensable  of  life,  and  was  desirous  of  raiding  the 
amount  contemplated,  from  salt,  hy  a tax  on  vvhis 
key,  an  addition  to  the  direct  tax,  or  in  any  other 
more  eligible  mode.  But  it  now  seems,  that  if  the 
article  of  salt  is  excluded,  the  whole  system  of  tax- 
ation will  be  endangered.  We  are  told  in  conver 
jBatidrl,  since  the  vote  on  the  salt  tix,  that  the  sys- 
tem which  has  been  presented  by  the  committee  o!  jarc  one  or  more  stills  of  more  capacity,  singly  or 

together,*  than  one  hundred  and  tilty  gallons,  at 
different  rates,  to  average  25  cents  per  gallon. 

“ And  on  licences  to  distil  spirits  in  all  other 
stills  at  the  following  rates.’’ 

[The  rates  which  follow  are  as  in  the  original  reso- 
lutions, 5 dollars  on  other  stills  employed  in  distill 
ing  from  fruit,  and  15  dollars  on  all  other  stills  era- 
ployed  in  distilling  from  domestic  material',  j 

The  speaker  declaiing  it  to  be  necessary  all  such 
propositions  should  be  discussed  hi  committee  of 
the  whole — . 

Mr  M‘Kim  moved  to  recommit  the.resolution, 
proposed  to  be -amended,  to  a committee  of  the 
whole,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  above  amend- 
ment. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Johnson  and 
Mr.  Smilie,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Fisk. 

When  the  house  adjourned  without  deciding  the 
question. 

Tuesday,  March  3.  The  house  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day,  viz.  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the 

WAR  TAXES. 

Mr.  M‘ Kim’s  motion'  to  recommit  to  a commit- 
tee of  the  whole  the  resolution  embracing  a tax  on 
whiskey,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  it,  being 
still  under  corjside'ration — - 

Messrs.  Grundy  and  Findlxj  opposed,  and  Messrs. 
M‘Kim,  Wright,  Fisk,  and  Widgery,  supported  the. 
motion. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  a recommitment  6f  the 
whole  report  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover  at  con- 
siderable length,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Alston, 
Chepes,  Calhoun , and  Macon. 

This  debate  occlipigd  the  whole  of  the  remainder 
of  this  day’s  session. 

The  question  on  re  committing  the  report  was 
taken  about  3 o’  clock.  Yays  34,  Nays  83. 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Baker,  Bigelow,  Bleeeker,  Breckenriclge,  Brig- 
ham, Champion,  Chittenden,  Ely,  Emott,  Fitch,  Cold,  Goldsbo- 
rbugh,  Gray,  Jaeksoni,  Key,  Law,  Lewis,  Livingston,  M‘Bryde„ 
Milnor,  Mostly,  Pearson,  Pitkin.  Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridge-' 
ly,  She  (fey,  S'ttmrt,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Wheaton,  White,  Wil- 
son.—34. 

So  Mr.  Randolph’s  miotion  was  negatived.  And 
the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday , March  4, — The  house  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  M‘Kim  said  as  his  motion  to  recommit  the 
fifth  resolution  had  given  rise  to  sortie  difeculty,  and 
he  had  no  disposition  to  embarrass,  he  would  with- 
draw it,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  to  renew  it 
when  the  subject  should  come  before  the  house  ia 
the  shape  of  a bill. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
fifth  resolution  (for  a tax  On  stills  &C.)  it  was  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative,  Yeas  67,  Nays  38. 

The  sixth  resolution  Came  next  under  conside- 
ration (for  a tax  on  licences  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirits,  and  foreign  merchandise,)  and  was  agreed 
to  without  debate.  Yeas  68,  Nays  42. 

The  seventh  resolution  (tax  on  sales  at  auction  of 


wavs  and  means  is  a system  of  compromise  an 
concession,  and  that  it  must  be  taken  altogether— 
the  bad  with  the  good — that  if  we  pay  the  said  : alt 
<ax,  the  eastern  and  the  western  country  will  sailer 
peculiarly  by  an  increase  of  the  impost  and  by  the 
land  tax.  The  middle  country  wiil  experience  no 
exemption  from  thes*  particular  burthens.  Sooner 
than  this  measurS  should  fail — sooner  than  we 
should  not  provide  for  tfie  expenses  we  have  incur- 
red to  resist  the  encroachments  of  our  enemy — 
sooner,  in  fine,  than  degrade  apd  disgrace  the  na- 
tion, I believe  it  would  be  better  for  us  to  take  the 
whole  draught  just  as  it  has  been  proposed!.  Yes, 
;sir,  perhaps,  I might  say,  even  if-  it  were  hem- 
lock. I,  sir,  would  vote  two  dollars  a bushel  on 
salt,  rather  than  sec  the  present  course,  of  policy 
frustrated.  Mr.  speaker,  we  who  form  the  majori 
tyhave  all  the  sam°  end  in  view — the  maintenance 
of  the  rights,  honor  and  independence  of  the  coun 
try  against  the  lawless  aggressions  of  o'Ur  enemy. 
To  attain  this  end  I would  take  the  best  means. — 
Rather  than  be  defeated  in  the  accomplishment  of 
it,  I would  agree  to  any  means  not  absolutely  intole^ 
Table.  It  is  therefore  that  I,  on  the’  present  occa- 
sion, will  concede  much  of  my  own  opiiiion,  in 
order  to  harmonize  with  and  conciliate  those  with 
whom  I unfortunately  disagree  on  this  particular 
point.  Concession  and  compromise  among  those 
Who  have  the  same  common  object  are  often  indis- 
jensible  duties.  It  is  by  this  sentiment,  sir,  that  I 
am  actuated.  We  should  not  dispute  among  our 
selves.  It  is  by  union  and  harmony  only,  that  we 
can  serve  our  constituents.  I,  for  one,  will  pledge 
myself  that  I will  furnish  no  cause  of  schism 
amongst  our  friends.  I am  happy,  said  he,  in  in- 
dulging the  hope  that  several  of  my  friends,  with 
whgm  I have  acted  on  this  subject,  and  who  have, 
I dqubt  not,  been  influenced  By  the  same  motives 
with  myself,  will  concur  with  me  in  the  motion  l 
am  abput  to  make.  Under  these  impressions,  I 
move  you,  sir,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  Friday  last, 
on  the  resolution  imposing  a tax  on  salt. 

This  motion  having  been  seconded  by  Mr.  Grood- 
wyn,  a debate  took  place  on  it,  which  occupied 
two  hours.  Messrs.  Nelson,  Wright  and  Widge 
rv,  opposed  the  motion  ; and  Messrs.  Bacon, 
M‘Kec,  Smilie  and  Cheves,  supported  it. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative.  Yeas  70 — Nays  53. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
for  imposing  a duty  of  20  cents  per  bushel  on  im 
ported  salt,  without  further  debate,  and  carried. 

YEAS,— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bacon,  Basset.  Bibb, 
Blackledge,  Boyd,  Butler,  Calhoun,  C<P*iit,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha, 
Earle,  Findley,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gold,  Goodwin,  Green,  Grundy, 
Ik  Hall,  0.  Hall,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  I.acock, 
Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle.  Moore,  M‘Kee,  M‘Khn,  Metcalf,  Milnor,  Mit- 
ehiil,  Morgan,  Morrow,  New,  Newliold,  Newton,  Ormshy,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Porter,  Quincy,  Reed,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Sage,  Seuver,  Sevier,  Seyfaert,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  Strong,  Taliaferro. 
Troup,  Turner,  "Widgery,  Winn.— 66. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  n 1 ai* 

Brigham,  Brown,  Bit. 

Crawfish'd,  Davenport 

borougli.  Gray,  Harper,  Hawes,  Jackson,  Law,  Lefever,  Lewis, 
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Yeas  .56, 


foreign  merchandise,  See.)  ivas  next  agreed  to. — ( 
Yeas  79,  Nays  3k 

The  eighth  resolution  (for  a tax  of  4 cents  per 
-pound  on  refined  sugar,)  was  next  agreed  to.  Yeas 
•»0,  Nays  38. 

The  ninth  resolution  (for  laying  a tax  on  carria- 
ges of  pleasure  &.c.)  came  next  on  the  tapis,  and 
was  agreed  to — Yeas  72,  Nays  48. 

The  tenth  resolution  proposes  a stamp  tax  on  cer- 
tain bank  and  other  notes. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  Was  divided,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Little,  so  as  to  take  a ques- 
tion, distinctly,  on  the  two  clauses  ol  the  resolution. 

The  question  on  that  part  which  goes  to  tax  bank 
notes  at  the  rate  clone  dollar  for  every  hundred 
dollars  was  carried,  yeas  7-4. 

The  other  clause  of  the  resolution  proposes  to 
lay  a tax  of  five  cents  for  every  100  dollars,  on  all 
endorsed  notes  of  hand  andhillsof  exchange. 

This  clause  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Little  on  the 
ground  of  its  oppressive  nature  and  the  odium  which 
former  experience  had  attached  to  it  in  the  minds  of 
the  people.  The  small  product  it  would  afford 
would  not  go  far  to  the  support  of  the  war  ; and  he 
thought  it  might  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Bacon  xeplied  that  this  tax  was  now  so  ar 
ranged  as  not  to  afford  the  same  cause  ok'com 
plaint  as  former  stamp  taxes,  because  it  would  not 
operate  on  the  poor,  would  subject  the  people  in 
thinly  settled  countries  to  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
them,  and  would  generally  affect  only  large  capi- 
talists or  extensiv  e traders  in  the  cities. 

IVfr.  M‘Rim  said  that,  however  oppressive  he 
■might  deem  this  and  perhaps  all  the  other  taxes  he 
felt  in  some  degree  pledged  at  present  to  vote  for  the 
whole  report  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  clause  and  car- 
ried. Yeas  65,  nays  53. 

The  next  resolution  embraces  the  direct  tax  of 
three  millions,  to  be  apportioned  as  provided  by 
the  constitution. 

On  this  question  a discussion  took  place,  foreign 
to  the  question  immediately  before  the  house,  viz. 
on  a doubt  stated  by  Mr.  Randolph,  whether  the 
tax  was  to  be  laid  according  to  the  present  repre- 
sentation in  congress,  or  according  to  the  number 
of  people  of  the  United  States  as  ascertained  by  the 
latest  enumeration.  Messrs.  Bacon,  M‘Kim,  Lown- 
des and  Widgery  declared  their  opinions  in  favor 
of  the  latter  mode  ; but  Mr.  Randolph  declared  it 
to  be  a question  of  insuperable  difficulty  inasmuch 
as,  if  the  taxation  was  apportioned  by  the  present! 
congress  according  to  the  last  enumeration  (which  j 
has  not  yet  affected  the  representation)  it  would  be 
a violation  of  the  vital  principle  of  the  constitution, 
that  representation  and  taxation  must  go  hand  in 
liand. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  on  the  question’s 
feeing  taken.  Yeas  77,  nays  39. 

The  next  resolution,  that  each  state  may  pay  the 
whole  direct  tax  apportioned  to  its  share,  with  a 
deduction  of  15  per  cent,  was  agreed  to.  Yeas  73, 
nays  37. 

Next  came  under  consideration  the  resolution 
that  the  taxes  thus  laid  shall  not  take  effect  until 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  or  until  letters  of 
iqarque  and  reprisal  shall  have  been  issued.  This 
passed  as  follow*.  : Yeas  80,  nays  28. 

The-next  and  ias£  resolution  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  finance  provides'  that  these  taxes  shall 
continue  no  longer  than  one  year  a->r  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  war.  Agreed  to,  ve-i*?  2,  navs  26. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  all'  the  resolu-, 


tions,  taken  together,  and  agreed  to. 
nays  3k 

The  resolutions  were  then  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  with  directions  to  report 
by  bill. 

§T  ATE  OF  ORLEANS. 

The  following'  message  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  senate  arid  home  of  representatives  of  the 
m United  States. 

At  the  request  of  the  convention  assembled  in 
the  territory  of  Orleans  on  the  22d  day  of  Novem- 
ber last,  I transmit  to  congress  the  proceedings  of 
that  body  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  **  an  act 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Orleans  to 
form  a constitution  and  state  government  and  for 
the  admission  of  the  said  state  into  the  union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  states  and  for  other 
■purposes.”  JAMES  MADISON. 

March  3,  1812. 

The  message,  &c.  having  been  read, 

A proposition  was  made  to  refer  it  to  a select  com- 
mittee ; but,  before  it  was  decided,  the  house  ad^ 
journed.  g 

[/hr  Thursday's  proceedings  sec  page  16.] 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  March  6,  1812. 

Arrival  of  the  Constitution.  This  frigate  arrived  at 
Norfolk  some  days  ago  but  we  had  not  room  to  no- 
tice it  in  our  last.  The  accounts  received  by  her 
merely  confirm  the  generally  favorable  appearance 
of  our  affairs  with  France.  The  Hornet  is  looked 
for,  and  something  definitive  is  expected  from  Eng- 
land and  France.  But  “ hope  deferred  maketh 
sick” — by  every  one  of  the  twenty  despatch  vessels 
sent  to  Europe,  within  a few  years,  we  have  expect- 
ed something — when  they  arrived,  vve  were  quiet- 
ly told  **  they  brought  nothing/’  and  we  are  inclin- 
ed to  pronounce  him  “ Blessed  who  expects  nothing , 
that  he  may  net  be  disapppointed The  New  York 
Gazette  says  that  the  TVasp , now  lying  in  the  port, 
is  waiting  for  dispatches  to  be  sent  to  England  and 
France. 

Russia  and  Turkey  have  concluded  an  armistice, 

for  the  avowed  purpose  of  negociating  a peace. 

The  war  between  these  powers  appears  to  have  been 
carried  on  without  muoh  energy  on  either  side. 

The  orders  in  council  continue  in  their  fullest  ri- 
gor, and  numerous  and  valuable  captures  are  very 
frequently  made — eight  or  ten  arc  sometimes  crowd- 
ed in  a single  pape«\  The  Purse,  belonging  to 
j Baltimore,  bound  to  Bordeaux,  was  captured — a 
prize  master  and  ten  prime  seamen  were  sent  on ' 
board  of  her — the  American  captain  and  four  of  his 
crew  were  left  in  the  vessel,  all  the  arms  in  view  he- 
ingfirst taken  away.  Butthe  captain  had  concealed 
a pair  of  pistols — he  shot  the  prize  master  dead,  and. 
aided  by  his  sailors,  secured  the  “ gallant  fellows”  (as 
they  are  called  in  the  British  papers)  under  hatches, 
and  carried  his  vessel  safely  into  France. 

Earthquakes.  Various  parts  of  Europe  have  been 
shaken  b y*  earthquakes  during  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber; but  we  have  not  heard  of  any  material  da- 
mage. 

Sweden. — It  is  stated  that  the  king  is  about  to 
resume  his  functions  and  convene  a diet,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  absolutely  abdicating  the  crown  in  favor 
of  Bernadotte  ; retaining,  however,  the  title  of  king. 

Spain , — A Ppani  h frigate  has  arrived  at  Cadiz 
from  Lima,  laden  with  four  millions  of  dollars — she 
left  a British  ship  of  74  guns  also  taking  in  specie. 
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with  the  same  destination.  The  French  hare  been 
gallantly  repulsed  in  an  attack  on  Tarifla.  On  the 
26th  of  December  marshal  Suchet  attacked  the 
Spanish  line  before  Valentia,  and  carried  every 
thing  before  him,  taking  their  artillery,  baggage, 
&c.  and  killing  and  wounding  a very  great  number. 
— It  is  supposed  that  the  city  has  fallen  into  his 
hands.  Valentia  is  one  of  the  most  important  places 
in  Spain.  General  Blake  commanded  the  Spani- 
ards— after  the  defeat  he  shut  himself  up  in  the 
city,  and  is  supposed  to  be  captured. 

England. — We  have  nothing  of  much  importance 
from  this  country  further  than  is  or  has  been  no 
ticed.  The  debates  on  the  answer  to  the  address 
of  the  Prince  Rcgeiit  to  Parliament,  have  been  very 
animated — extracts  from  them,  so  far  as  theyi  re- 
gard ourselves,  arc  inserted  ini  the  preceding  pages — 
perhaps,  we  may  be  induced  to  give  some  of  the 
speeches  entire. 

Ireland.  On  the  9th  of  January,  Mr.  Hutch- 
inson, (see  Weekly  Register,  vol.  I,  page  97) 
gave  notice  in  Parliament,  that  he  should  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  March,  move  for  a re  petti  of  the  le- 
gislative union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. — 
The  latter  country  is  in  a most  unsettled  state — ex 
tensive  and  formidable  conspiracies  are  spoken  of; 
but  whether  hatched  as  an  engine  of  state  (and  grand 
spokes  are  they  in  the  wheel  of  royalty)  or  really 
founded  on  fact,  we  cannot  determine.  The  com 
mon  people  of  the  catholic  persuasion,  arid  with  the 
best  of  reasons,  seem  ripe  for  any  thing ; though 
their  nobility  and  leading  characters  appear  active 
in  restraining  them.  Lords  Fingall  and  Netterville 
were  arrested  on  the  23d  of  Dec.  for  attending  a 
meeting  of  the  Catholic  committee.  It  is  treason  in 
Ireland,  to  petition  fora  redress  of  grievances. 

America Speaking  of  theU.  States,  Bell’s  Lon 

don  Messenger  of  the  16th  Dec.  has  the  following  : 

America  is  a continent.  An  inexhaustible  ^tore 
of  all  necessaries  and  conveniencies  has  been  given 
her  by  the  bounty  of  Providence.  She  is  sufficient 
for  herself,  has  an  inheritance  of  her  own,  of  bound- 
less extent  and  fertility,  and  she  even  overflows  for 
Others.  She  can  have  no  natural  dependence  or 
relation  upon  England,  France,  or  any  other  coun- 
try ; and  the  artificial  ties,  which  hold  her  by  the 
chain  of  her  own  luxury,  a wise  government  would 
feel  no  regret  in  snapping  asunder. 

It  is  perfectly  ridiculous  to  think  that  we  can 
annoy  America  by  not  dealing  with  her  ; or  to  ima- 
gine that,  but  for  our  supplies  of  manufactures, 
the  poor  wretches  of  one  half  of  the  habitable 
globe  must  return  to  the  original  wildness  of  their 
Woods,  burrow  with  foxes  in  caves,  and  get  under 
ground  for  warmth. 

The  editor  of  the  (London)  Independent  Whig 
cf  January  5,  in  dilating  upon  the  relative  situation 
cf  affairs  between  America  and  England,  observes, 
“ the  day  that  commences  active  hostilities  between 
“ the  two  countries,  wilibe  the  most  fatal  that  Eng- 
**  land  ever  saw  ; fqr,  in  the  present  desperate  and 
**  almost  irretrievable  situation  of  our  (English) 
4t affairs,  we  much  fear  that  a tear  with  America 
**  abroad  would  be  but  the  sure  precusor  of  a civil 
“ commotion  at  home .** 

French,  conscription.— At  an  extraordinary  sitting 
of  the  conservative  senate  on  the  20th  Decccmber 
last,  a decree  was  passed  calling  out  120,000  men  of 
the  conscription  for  the  year  1812.  No  special 
cause  is  assigned  for  this  measure.  Some  of  the 
British  editors,  always  conjuring  up  war  cn  the 
continent,  have  given  to  France  and  Russia  a hos- 
tile attitude. 

Iluifi.  The  crew  of  King  Henry’s  admiral  ship, 


a smart  frigate,  while  blockading  a port  of  h:3  ri^a 
Fction,  lately  rose  upon  their  officers,  and  delivered 
up  the  ship  and  themselves  to  the  latter.  She  was 
immediately  fitted  out  and  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  rest 
of  the  royal  squadron,  consisting  of  a sloop  of  war 
and  a brig.  The  period  of  tranquility  in  this  island 
is  far  distant. 

Shipwrecks. — Dreadful  gales'  prevailed  on  the 
Dutch  coast  the  latter  end  of  December.  Among 
perhaps  a hundred  other  vessels;  several  British 
ships  of  War  were  wrecked — two  of  74  guns.  The 
loss  of  the  British  in  seamen  has  been  estimated  at 
upwards  of  3,000  men. 

Capital  punishments.  The  senate  of  Pennsylvania 
have  adopted  a report  of  a committee  of  that  body 
(21  to  7)  concluding  with  a resolution  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a -bill  abolishirigtke  punishment  ofdehlh,  and 
substituting  in  lieu  thereof,  hard  labor  for  life. 

More  Banks  ! the  senate  Of  Massachusetts  in. 
committee  of  the  whole,  has  repotted,  in  favor  Of  the 
establishment  o£  sixteen  “new  banks !— but  have  also 
recommended  that  the  petitions  in  'behalf  of  fifteen 
other  banks  now  established,  praying  for  an  exten- 
sion of  their  charters,  should  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petitions. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  5.  The  constitution  for  the  new 
state  of  Orleans  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter, 
referred  to  a select  committee  of  seven  members  to 
report  thereon. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising  an 
additional  military  force,  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed and  read  a third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St.  Clair,  has 
been  gone  through  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  senate  were  engaged  to-day  on.  the  navy  bill, 
Mr.  Pope  made  a speech  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Lloyd 
and  Giles.  Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  German  also  spoke 
On  the  question.  The  senate  adjourned  at  3 o’clock,. 


§^”TO  CORRESPONDENTS?  AND  READERS. 

Several  literary  favors  remain  as  yet  unnoticed. 
Some  of  them  will  appear  in  due  season.  Long 
accustomed  to  the  bustle  and  dispatch  of  the  busi- 
ness of  a daily  paper,  its  habits  became  “ second 
nature and  may  have  led  to  the  extremes  of  cau- 
tion and  carelessness  * Recollecting  the  many 

“ scrapes we  got  into  from  hurry  and  heedlessness, 
in  common  With  most  others  of  the  profession,  we 
may  have,  generally,  fallen  into  the  opposite  ex* 
treme,  which,  if  error  must  be  committed,  is  pre- 
ferable ; though,  at  others,  the  old  hasty  habit,  per- 
haps, prevailed,  and  rendered  us  careless  of  our  own 
compositions  and  the  admission  of  articles  by  others  : 
besides  the  attention  of  the  editor  has  been  frequent- 
ly distracted  by  causes  now  about  to  have  a term** 
nation.  This  volume  is  commenced  under  the 
most  pleasing  auspices  ; and  Our  correspondents 
and  readers  may  be  assured,  that*  While  we  hope 
to  decide  with  liberality , carelessness , at  least,  shall 
not  be  imputed  hereafter.  Our  long-looked  for 
small  type  has  arrived,  the  specimen  inserted  in  page 
7,  is  honorable  to  the  state  of  this  manufacture  in 
America  ; and  We  are  enabled  to  comprise  in  a very 
small  space  many  important  articles  designed  chief- 
ly for  reference. 

4Vf~lVith  regret  we  have  been  compelled  to  postpone 
the  title  and  index  until  next  week. 

From  the  mioral  impossibility  of  xhaking  a 
just  di  •crimination,  the  few  remaining  Copies  of  the 
first  volume  wilt  be  disposed  of  at  the  original  price, 
to  new  subscribers,  under  the  regulation  common 
to  othCrs-^thcf  payment  of  Jive  dullars  for  the  year. 
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State  of  New- York. 


in  assembly,  February  5,  1812. 

The  committee  to  whom,  was  referred  the  memo 
rial  oi  Theodoras  Baily  and  others,  praying  an  act 
pi'  incorporation  lor  establishing  a bank  in  the  city 
of  New-York — report: 

That  they  have  taken  the  subject  into  'considera- 
tion, have  heard  the  parties,  and  received  their  pro- 
posals, which  are  herewith  submitted,  together 
with  an  affirmation  of  theirs  to  certain  facts. 

The  committee  deem.it  unnecessary  to  go  into 
detail  at  present;  hut  viewing  the  application  as 
involving  important  considerations  to  the  state  at 
large,  and  after  giving  to  it  that  attention  which  the 
magnitude  of  the  object  is  calculated  to  excite,  and 
finding  a diversity  of  opinion  in  the  committee,  they 
have  thought  it  their  duty  to  report  these  facts, 
reserving  their  opinions  for  future  expression. — 
They  have,  therefore,  directed  their  chairman  to 
ask  permission  for  the  said  applicants  to  present 
their  bill  to  this  house. 

Statement  of  the  proposed  gratuity  to  the  stale , from 
the  proposed  bank  of  America. 

1st.  400,000  dollars  in  specie,  to  be  paid  in  eqnal 
annual  instalments,  and  to  be  appropriated  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit:  three  fourths  of  which  for  the  benefit 
of  common  schools,  and  the  remaining  one-fourth 
tor  the  encouragemcnt^ofliterature  within  this  state. 

2d.  100,000  dollars,  specie,  payable  into  the  trea- 
sury of  the  state  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years, 
should  there  not  be  any  additional  banking  capital 
within  the  city  of  New-York,  during  that  period. 

3d.  100,000  dollars,  in  specie,  payable  as  last 
aforesaid,  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  years,  should' 
there  not  be  anv  additional  banking  capital  within 
the  citv  of  New-York,  during  that  period. 

4th.  1,000.000  dollars  to  be  loaned  to  the  state,  at  a 
rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  fi^e  per  cent,  perann. 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  a canal  to  connect  the 
waters  oflake  Erie  with  those  of  the  Hudson  river. 

5th.  1,000,000  dollars,  to  be  loaned  to  the  state, 
at  a rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  for  the  purpose  of  being  re-loaned  to  the 
farmers  and  other  citizens  of  the  state  on  landed 
security. 

Charter  to  be  granted  for  thirty  years. 


Indian  Blankets ! 

IN  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Report  on  Indian  supplies  avid  army  clothing. 

The  committee  whohave  had  under  consideration 
the  communication  of  his  excellency*  upon  the 
subject  of  supplying  this  commonwealth’s  propor- 
tion of  blankets  and  clothing  for  the  necessary 
supply  of  the  Indians,  and  such  number  of  troops 
as  upon  any  exigency  mav  be  found  necessary 
for  defensive  or  offensive  war; — Have  attended  to 
the  duty  assigned  them,  and  as  the  result  of  their 
most  careful  and  critical  inquiry, they  feel  themselves 

* See  vol.  1,  p.  433. 


fully  authorised  to  say,  they  find  both  the  ability, 
and  inclination  in  the  good  people  of  this  common- 
wealth to  furnish  at  very  short  notice,  any  number 
of  blankets,  and  any  quantity  of  clothing,  all  of  the 
manufacture  of  this  commonwealth,  that  may  be 
necessary  to  enable  the  general  government  to  fulfil 
any  engagements  made,  or  such  as  tnay  be  for  the 
j interest  of  the  United  States  to  make  The  com- 
mittee with  pleasure  notice  your  excellency’s  cor- 
rect description  of  the  energies  of  the  American 
people  at  the  commencement  of  their  struggle  for 
independence,  and  the  means  by  them  employed  to 
render  that  struggle  successful,  bv  applying  to  their 
own  internal  resources,  and  confidently  believe,  that 
while  American  patriotism  has  not  abated,  the  re- 
sources of  lour  country  have  increased,  and  our 
ability  to  live  free,  happy  and  independent  of  all 
other  nations,  has  grown  with  our  growth,  and 
strengthened  with  our  strength.  'Proposals  have 
already  been  made  to  the  committee  by  individuals 
adequate  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  engagements  to 
furnish  at  least  50,000  blankets  and  a like  number 
of  suits  of  clothes,  within  a shor  t period  from  the 
date  of  the  contract.  Your  committee  therefore' 
report  the  following  resolve,  which  is  submitted 
by  John  Heard , chairman  of  the  committee. 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  general  govern 
ment,  in  such  mode  as  he  mav  judge  most  cofive- 
nientand  expeditious,  the  perfect  ability  and  dispo- 
sition of  the  government  of  this  commonwealth  to 
make  the  most  prompt  provisions  for  the  immediate 
supply  q!’  such  blankets  and  clothing  as  the  general 
government  may  wish  to  contract  with  the  citizens 
of  this  commonwealth  for  sufficient  to  meet  any 
contingency  which  may  occur,  and  to  request  in- 
formation of  any  other  articles  which  are  or  may  be 
wanted  for  supplying  the  Indians,  as  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  the  ability  of  this  commonwealth  to 
supply  by  contract  any  such  articles,  mostly,  if  not, 
altogether  from  our  own  manufactories. 

In  Senate , February  18,  1812. 

Read  and  passed 

SAMUEL  DANA.  President. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives , Feb.  21,4812, 
Read  and  concurred. 

EL.  W.  RIPLEY,  Speaker. 

Council  Chamber , Feb.  22, 1812. 
Approved.— E.  GERRY, 

A true  copy — Attest, 

BENJAMIN  HOMANS, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth , 


Management  of  a Parliament, 

It  is  an  accepted  fact  that  ayes  and  noes  are  pur- 
:hased  in  the  British  parliament — it  is  notorious 
that  a majority  of  the  attending  members  are  place- 
men and  pensioners  and  that  seats  in  the  house  ar^ 
bought  and  sold,  without  ceremony.  This  corrup- 
tion appears  of  ancient  date,  and  has  extended  tfr 
\ Scotland  and  Ireland. 

i The  union  between  England  and  Scotland  wj# 

B 


18 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER BRITISH  NAVY. 


brought  about  in  the  year  3707.  In  the  year  1710  a 
great  and  entire  change  in  the  British  ministry 
having  taken  place,  the  following  list  of  expendi 
tures,  made  by  the  earl  of  Glasgow,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  English  minister,  shews  how  the  Scottish 
parliament  was  managed.  If  by  any  change  in  the 
ministry,  the  expenditure  made  to  bring  aboufe  the 
union  with  Ireland  shall  be  laid  before  the  public, 
the  world  will  be  surprised  at  its  magnitude — the 
members  of  the  parliament  of  the  latter  country 
held  their  'perjuries  of  much  higher  value  than  the 
Scottish  chiefs  esteemed  theirs — but  money  is  far 
less  valuable  now  than  it  was  then. 


’o  the  duke  of  Q,ueensberry,  and  as 

£. 

s. 

d. 

lord  commissioner  for  equipage 
and  daily  allowance  12,325 

0 

O' 

’o  the  duke  of  Athol 

1,000 

0 

0 

Marquis  of  Tweedale 

1,000 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Marchmont 

1,104 

15 

7 

Lord  Cesnock,  afterwards  Pol- 
warth 

500 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Belcarris 

500 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Roxburgh 

500 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Scafield 

490 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Cromarty 

300 

0 

0 

Lord  Anstruther 

300 

0 

0 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Castle-stuart 

300 

0 

0 

Sir  William  Sharp 

300 

0 

0 

Duke  of  Montrosfe 

200 

0 

0 

Ear!  of  Dunmore 

200 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Kintore 

200 

0 

0 

Lord  . Ormistoun  (lord  justice 
clerk) 

200 

0 

0 

Lord  Elpbinston 

200 

0 

0 

Mr.  John  Campbell 

200 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Glcncairne 

100 

0 

0 

Earl  of  F orsar 

100 

0 

0 

Lord  Frazer 

100 

0 

0 

Sir  Kenneth  Mackenzie 

100 

0 

0 

John  Muir  (provost  of  Aire) 

100 

0 

0 

Major  Cunningham,  of  Eckatt 

100 

0 

0 

Lord  Forbes 

50 

0 

0 

Lord  Ellbank 

50 

0 

0 

Patrick  Coultrain  (provost  of 
Wigtoun) 

25 

0 

0 

Mr.  Alexander  Wedderburn 

75 

0 

0 

[The  house  of  commons  ordered  the  report  of  the 
committee  to  be  printed,  but  it  never  was  printed.] 
The  pei'sons  thus  purchased  secured  the  majority 
in  favor  of  the  union. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  1778,  lord  George  Gordon 
stated  in  parliament,  that  lord  Narth,.  the  minister, 
had  promised  to  appoint  his  brother,  lord  William 
Gordon,  vice-admiral  of  Scotland  (a  sinecure)  pro- 
vided lord  William  would  obtain  a seat  in  parlia- 
ment, suggesting  that  he  (lord  George)  should 
resign  in  favor  *>f  his  brother,  which  he  had  refused 
to  do.  The  place  was  finally  given  to  the  earl  of 
Breadalbane — he  had  a seat.  ' Lord  Noidh  vindicated 
himselfby  saying  (but  not  in  parliament)  that  an  of 
fice  worth  £ iOOOper  annum  ought  to  beget  a vote  in 
parliament.,” 

Such  things  are  common  in  these  our  days — and 
no  longer  excite  surprise. 


British  Navy. 

The  following  extract  of  a letter,  addressed  to 
Mr.  Percival  by  lord  Melville,  on  the  subject  of  the 
stablishment  of  a naval  arsenal  at  North  fleet,  pre- 
sents within  a small  compass  a striking  view  of  the 
progressive  increase  of  the  British  navy  ; 


“ The  following  short  statement  will  remind  you 
of  the  establishment  of  the  different  royal  dock 
yards  now  existing  in  the  kingdom.  They  are  six 
in  number,  Deptford,  Woolwich,  Chatham,  Sheer- 
ness, Portsmouth  and  Plymouth. 

“ Deptfort  was  built  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
VIII.  under  whose  sway,  history  teks  us,  this  coun- 
try possessed  the  first  fleet  composed  of  ships  of 
war,  belonging  to  the  king  : although  I have  heard 
that  some  archives,  recently  discovered  in  the  tow- 
er, prove  the  existence  of  a fleet  of  that  kind  in  the 
reign  of  the  preceding  monarch,  Henry  Vll. 

“ Woolwich  yard  was  formed  under  the  auspices 
of  the  same  monarch. 

<£  Chatham  was  founded  by  queen  Elizabeth, 
where  the  gun-wharf  now  is,  and  where  there  was 
only  one  small  dock  ; but  that  being  too  confined 
a spot,  it  was  removed  about  the  year  1622  to  its 
present  situation. 

« Sheerness  was  formed  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

“ Portsmouth  by  Henry  VIII.  being  the  third 
dock  yard  founded  by  him. 

“ Plymouth  by  William  III.  about  the  year  1694, 
and  in  1698  money  was  voted  by  the  house  of  com- 
mons for  compleating  it. 

“ The  progressive  advance  of  our  navy,  wil!  ap- 
pear by  attending  to  the  following  recital  of  its 
tonnage  at  different  periods,  from  the  reign  of  Hen- 
ry VIII.  to  the  present  time. 


Year 

Tons  about . 

At  the  death  of  Henry  VIII 

1547 

12,400 

Edward  VI 

1553 

11,000 

Mary 

1558 

7,000 

Elizabeth 

1603 

17,100 

James  I 

1625 

19,400 

Rebellion 

1641 

22,400 

Charles  I „ 

1649 

uncertain 

At  the  restoration 

1660 

57,460 

Death  of  Charles  II 

1685 

103,558 

Abdication  of  Janies  II 

1688 

101,900 

Death  of  William  III 

1702 

159,000 

Anne 

3614 

167,170 

George  I 

1727 

170,860 

George  II 

1769 

321 ,200 

On  the  31st  December,  17 

88 

413,660 

1806 

776,000 

800*000 

“ Thus  it  appears,  that  notwithstanding  the  vast 
increase  of  our  navy  not  a single  dock  yard  has 
been  added  to  it  since  the  reign  of  William  III. 
about  a hundred  and  nineteen  years  ago,  at  which 
time  the  tonnage  of  the  naval  force  of  this  kingdom 
amounted  to  near  160,000  tons  : it  is  now  near 
800,900  tons,  or  about  five  times  as  large.” 

The  following  statement  is  the  amount  and  dis- 
position of  the  British  navy  up  to  January  ] — . 
At  sea,  115  of  the  line;  8 from  44  to  50  ; 320  fri- 
gates ; 97  sloops;  5‘bombs;  121  brigs;  32  cutters; 
52  schooners — total  527.  In  port  and  fitting,  32  of 
the  line;  8 from  44  to  50  ; 28  frigates  ; 38  sloops  ; 

1 bomb  ; 29  frigates  ; 6 cutters  ; 21  schooners — 
total  162.  Guard  ships,  4 of  the  line ; 1 fifty;  4 
frigates;  5 sloops— total  14.  Hospital  ships/ &c. 
31  of  the  line;  3 of  50  ; 3 frigates — total  37.  Total 
in  commission,  187  of  the  line ; 20  from  44  to  50; 
161  frigates;  14Q  sloops;  6 bombs  ;J 50  brigs;  87 
cutters  ; 73  schooners — total  740.  Ordinary  and 
repairing  for  service,  70  of  the  l4ne  : 14  from  44  to 
50;  59  frigates;  38  sloops;  6 bombs;  13  brigs; 
2, schooners— total  202.  Building.  31  of  the  fine; 

2 of  fifty;  14  frigates  ;' 5 sloops— total  52,  forming 
the  grand  total  of  994  British  vessels  of  war.  ' 
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Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES: 

Friday , Marckb. — Mr.' Grundy,  after  a few  re 
marks  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

a Resolved  that  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
directed  to  enquire,  what  further  provisions  are 
necessary  to  be  made,  for  satisfying  such  claims  to 
lands  within  the  state  of  Tennessee,  as  are  recog 
nised  by  the  act  of  cession,  from  the  state  of  North 
Carolina  to  the  United  States,  and  are  not  at  this 
time  located,  and  that  they  also  enquire  into  the 
proper  steps  to  be  taken  for  perpetuating  ^the  testi 
monv  and  establishing  the  claims  to  lands  hereto- 
fore located  (agreeably  to  the  laws  of  North  Caro- 
lina) in  that  part  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  to  which 
the  Indian  title  is  not  extinguished,  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.” 

West  Florida. — Mr.  Johnson  submitted  the 
following  resolution  : 

Res.olved,  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  en 
quire  into  the  situation  of  that  part  of  West  Flori- 
da west  of  the  Perdido  river,  the  possession  of 
which  was  taken  under  the  proclamation  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  on  the  27th  October 
1810,  and  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Pitkin  enquiring  the  particular  object  of  this 
motion, 

Mr.  Johnson  replied  that  by  the  proclamation  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  the  territory 
embraced  by  the  resolution  was  attached  to  the 
Orleans  territory.  It  is  well  known  that  the  con- 
stitution o:  that  territory  in  conformity  to  the  law 
of  congress  had  arrived  and  was  now  before  the 
house.  The  territory  in  question,  not  being  in 
eluded  within  the  limits  prescribed  fbr  the  new 
state,  must  cither  be  attached  to  some  other  go 
vernment  or  included  in  a Separate  administration. 
In  addition  to  this  circumstance,  there  were  many 
grievances  of  which  the  people  of  that  territory 
complained,  which  required  investigation.  He  had 
a number  of  memorials  in  his  possession,  and  re 
ference  of  which  at  a proper  time  he  would  move 
to  that  committee. 

The  resolution"  was  adopted. 

General  St.  Clair. — The  house  took  up  the 
order  of  the  day. 

The  question  pending  when  the  house  yesterday 
adjourned,  was  negatived,  50  to  4-i. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Roberts,  by  adding,  “ if  the  said  sum 
shall  be  found  due  to  him  on  a final  settlement  of 
his  accounts  with  the  United  States” — was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  fora  third  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  raising  an 
additional  military  force,  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

Fortifications. — The  house  took  up  the  se- 
nate’s amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  defence  of  our 
maritimefrontier.  [The  amendment  reduces  the 
appropriation  from  one  million  to  half  a million  of 
dollars.] 

Messrs.  Blackledge  and  Potter  opposed  the  a- 
mendment  on  the  ground  of  the  inexpediency  of 
weakening  the  defence  of  our  ports. 

The  question  on  the  concurrence  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — 60  to  50. 

So  the  appropriation  now  stands  at  $500,000. 

Monday,  March  9. — Mr.  Mitchill  presented  the 
petition  of  George  Blagden  and  others,  stating  that 
they  have  claims  against  the  United  States  to  a con- 
siderable amount  for  work  done  on  both  wings  of 


the  capitol, ‘under  contracts  made  with  the  superitr- 
tendant  of  public  buildings;  praying  that  some 
provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 
Referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  senate  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  science  and  the  useful  arts,  &c.  reported 
sundry  amendments  to  the  same  ; which  were  read 
and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

Unchartered  banks. — Mr.  Gholson  said,  he 
had  been  informed,  through  the  news-papers  and 
other  channels  entitled  to  his  confidence,  that  an 
association  was  forming  in  the  town  of  Alexandria 
to  establish  an  additional  bank  in  that  place  without 
a charter  of  incorporation,  provided  the  petition 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  legislature  for  one  should  fail.  He  said  that  no 
member  would  more  cheerfully  than  himself  grant 
to  that  association  a bank  charter,  if  the  propriety 
or  utility  of  such  a measure  could  be  shewn.  lie 
however  had  always  been  decidedly  opposed  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  banks  without  legal  authority. — Ma- 
ny parts  of  the  Union  had,  he  believed,  suffered 
from  the  inundatioii  of  paper  emitted  by  unauthori- 
sed institutions  of  this  sort.  He  was  unwilling  that 
this  district  should  participate  of-  such  an  evil.  He 
would  therefore  submit  to  the  house  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  district  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  prohibiting  within  said  district  the  circu- 
lation of  the  notes  of  any  bank  not  established  by 
law,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Little  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the 
table ; as  he  was  informed  that  the  association  to 
which  the  gentleman  had  alluded,  was  about  ap- 
plying for  a charter. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Alston  on  the  ground  of  the  impropriety  of  con- 
gress legislating  on  this  subject,  unless  indeed  ife 
were  to  make  every  individual  responsible  for  the 
notes  of  the  bank,  &c.  It  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Basset,  who  deprecated  the  overwhelming  torrent 
of  bank  paper,  which  flooded  the  country,  and 
which  might  eventually  much  injure  those  planters 
of  Virginia  or  Maryland  who  should  place  confi- 
dence in  the  paper  of  unchartereck  banks,  and  by 
the  insolvency  of  such  institutions  be  left  without 
redress. 

The  resolution,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

British  intrigue. — The  following  message  was 
received  from  the  president  of  theU.  States,  by  Mi'. 
Coles  : 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives, 

I lay  before  congress  copies  of  certain  t ocuments 
which  remain  in  the  department  of  state.  They 
prove  that  at  a recent  period,  whilst  thellnitcd  States, 
notwithstanding  the  wrongs  sustained  by  them, 
ceased  not  to  observe  the  law’s  of  peace  and  neu- 
trality towards  Great  Britain  ; and  in  the  midst  of 
amicable  professions  and  negotiations  on  the  part 
of  the  British  government,  through  her  public  mi- 
nister here,  a secret  agent  of  that  government  was 
employed  in  certain  states,  more  especially  at  the 
seat  of  government  (Boston)  in  Massachusetts,  in 
fomenting  disaffection  to  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  nation,  and  intrigues  with  the  disaffected, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  le-istance  to  the 
laivs  ; and  eventually  Jn  concert  w;th  a British  force, 
of  destroying  the  Union  and  forming  the  eastern 
part  thereof  into  a political  connection  with  <^r€at 

Britain* 
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In  additionto  the  effect  of  which  the„discovery  of 
such  a procedure  ought  to  have  on  the  public  conn 
oils,  it  will  not  fail  to  render  more  dear  to  the  hearts 
■uf  all  good  citizens  that  happy  union  of  these  states, 
which,  under  divine  Providence,  is  the  guarantee 
‘of  their  liberties,  their  safety,  their  tranquility,  and 
their  prosperity.  JAMES  MADISON. 

MwftcA-9th  1312 

Mr.  Henry  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  20,  1812. 

To  James  Monroe , Esq  . 

•Secretary  of  -State,  Syc. 

Sir — Much  observation  and  experience  have  con 
vinced  ine,  that  the  injuries  and  insults  with  which 
the  United  States  have  been  so  long  and  so  frequent- 
ly visited,  and  which  cause  their  present  embarrass 
ment,  have  been  owing  to  aft  opinion  entertained  by 
foreign  states,  “ that  in  cmy  measure  tending  to 
wound  their  pride,  or  provoke  their  hostility,  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country  could  never  induce  a great 
majority  of  its  citizens  to  Concur ” — And  as  many  of 
the  evils  which  flow  from  the  influence  of  this  opi 
nion  on  the  policy  of  foreign  nations,  may  be  remo- 
ved by  an  act  that  can  produce  unanimity  among 
rakties  IN  AMERICA,  I voluntarily  tender  to  you, 
sir,  i*,«ch  means,  as  I possess,  towards  promoting 
so  desirable  and  important  an  object ; which  if  ac- 
complished cannot  fail  to  extinguish,  perhaps  fore- 
ever,  thoseexpectations  abroad,  which  may  protract 
indefinitely  an  accommodation  of  existing  differen- 
ces,and  check  the  progress  of  industry  and  prosper- 
ity in  this  rising  empire. 

I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  docu- 
ments and  correspondence  relating  to  ah  important 
mission  in  which  I was  employed  bv  sir  James 
Craig,  the  late  governor  general  of  the  British 
provinces,  in  North  America,  in  the  winter  of  the 
year  1809. 

The  publication  of  these  papers  will  demonstrate 
g tact  not  less  valuable  than  the  good  already  pro- 
posed ; it  will  prove  that  no  reliance  ought  to  be 
placed  on  the  professions  of  good  faith  of  an  admin 
istrut.ion,  which  by  a series  of  disastrous  events, 

„ -has '."fallen  into  such  hands  as  a Castiereagh,  a Wei 
leslev  or  a Liverpool — 1 should  rather  say  into  the 
hands  of  the  si  upid  subalterns,  to  whom  the  plea 
sures  ared  the  indolence  of  those  ministers  have  con- 
signed ii. 

In ' contributing  to  the  good  of  the  United  States 
bv  an  exposition  which  cannot  (I  think)  fail  to 
solve  and  melt  all  division  and  disunion  among  its 
citizens,  1 flatter  myself  with  the  fond  expectation 
that  when  it  is  made  public  in  England  it  will  add 
one  great  motive  to  the  many  that  already  exist  to 
induce  that  nation  to  withdraw  its  confidence  from 
men  whose  political  career  is  a fruitful  source  of  inju- 
ry and  embarrassment  in  America  ; of  injustice  and 
misery  in  Ireland ; or  distress  and  apprehension  in 
England,,  ; and  contempt  every  where,  in  making 
this  comruunicat'on  to  you,  'sir,  I deem  it  incum* 
Hfcnt  on  me  distinctly  and  unequivocally  to  state, 
that  ( adopt  no  partv  views  ; that  I have  not  chang- 
ed anv  of  mv  political  opinions  ; that  1 neither  seek 
nor  desire  the  patronage  nqr  countenance  of  any 
government  nor  of  any  party  ; and  that  in  addit  ion 
to  tue  motives  already  expressed  f am  influenced  by  a 
jmf  resentment  of  the  perfidy  and  dishonor  of  those 
who  first  violated  the.  conditions Upon  which  I received 
their  confidence^-  who  hav.e  injured  me  and  disap- 
pointed. the  ..expectations  of  my  friends,  and  left 
me  no  choice  but  between  a degrading  acquiescence 
in  injustice,  and  a retaliation  which  u necessary  to 
secure  to  numy own  Tespect. 


This  wound  will  be  felt  where  it  is  merited  ; and 
if  sir  James  Craig  still  live,  his  share  of  the  pain 
will  excite  no  sympathy  among  those  who  arc  at  all 
in  the  secret  of  our  connection. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  &.c.  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  HENRY. 

No.  I. 

Mr.  Ryland  secretary  to  sir  James  Craig,  late  go- 
vernor-general of  the  British  provinces  in  North 
America , to  Mr.  Henry. 

APPLICATION  TO  UNDERTAKE  THE  MISSION  TO 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[Most  secret  and  confidential.] 

Quebec,  26th  January,  1809. 
My  dear  sir, — The  extraordinary  situation  of 
things  at  this  time  in  the  neighboring  states  has 
suggested  to  the  governor  in  chief,  the  idea  of  em- 
ploying you  on  a secret  and  confidential  mission  to 
Boston,  piovided  an  arrangement  can  be  made  to 
meet  the  important  end  in  view,  without  throwing 
an  absolute  obstacle  in  the  wav  of  your  professional 
pursuits.  The  information  and  political  observations 
heretofore  received  from  you  were  transmitted  by  his 
excellency  to  the  secretary  of  state,  who  hus  expressed 
his  particular  approbation  of  them,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  your  able  excecution  of  such  a mission  as 
I have  above>  suggested  would  give  you  a claim  not 
only  on  the  governor-general  but  on  his  majesty \ 
ministers  which  might  eventually  contribute  to 
your  advantage.  You  will  have  the  goodness  I here- 
lore,  to  acquaint  me  for  his  excellency’s  informa- 
tion whether  you  could  make.it  convenient  to  en- 
gage  in  a mission  of  this  nature,  and  what  pecuniary 
assistance  would  be  requisite  to  enable  you  to  un- 
dertake it  without  injury  to  yourself. 

At  present  it  is  only  necessary  for  tneto  add,  that 
the  governor  would  furnish  you  with  a cypher-  for 
carrying  on  your  correspondence,  and  that  in  case 
the  leading  party  in  any  of  the  states  wished  to 
open  a communication  with  this  government,  their 
views  might  be  communicated  through  you. 

I am,  vv|th  great  truth  and  regard,  my  dear  sir. 
your  most  faithful,  humble  servant. 

(Signed)  HERMAN  W.  RYLAND. 
John  Henry,  esq. 

No/  II. 

General  instructions  from  sir  J.  H.  Craig  to  Mr 
Henry  respecting  his  secret  mission. 

His  Excellency  the  governor  in  chief’s  instructions 
to  Mr.  Henry,  February  1SC9. 

[Most  secret  and  confidential.] 
c Quebec,  6th  February,  1809. 

<uiR, — you  have  so  readily  undertaken  the 
service  which  I have  suggested  to  you  as  being  like- 
ly to  be  attended  with  much  benefit  to  the  public 
interests,  I am  to  request  that  with  vour  earliest 
conveniency  you  will  proceed  to  Boston. 

I he  principal  object  that  I recommend  to  your 
attention  is  the  endeavor  to  obtain  the  most  accu- 
rate information  of  the  true  state  of  affairs  in  that 
part  of  the  union,  which,  from  its  wealth,  the  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  known  intelligence 
and  ability  of  several  of  its  leading  men  must ^natu- 
rally^ possess  a very  considerable  influence  over,  and 
will  indeed  probably  lead  the  other  eastern  states  of 
America  in  the  part  they  may  take  at  this  impor- 
tant crisis. 

I shall  not  pretend  to  point  out  to  you  the  mode 
by  which  vou  will  be  most  likely  to  obtain  this  im- 
portant information;  your  own  judgment  and  the 
connections  which  you  may  have  in  the  town  must 
be  your  guide. 
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I think  it  however  necessary  to  put  you  on  your 
guard  against  the  sanguineness  of  an  aspiring  party  ; 
the  federalists  as  I understand  have  at  all  times 
discovered  a leaning  to  this  disposition,  and  their 
being  under  its  particular  influence  at  this  moment, 
is  the  more  to  be  expected  from  their  having  no  ill 
rounded  ground  for  their  hopes  of  being  nearer  the 
attainment  of  their  object  than  they  have  been  for 
some  years  past. 

In  the  "general  terms  which  I have  made  use  of  in 
describing  the  object  which  l recommend  to  your 
ittention  ; it  is  scarcely  necessary  that  1 should 
>bserve,  I include  the.  state  of  the  public  opinion, 
)oth  with  regard  to  their  internal  politics  and  to  the 
irobnbility  of  a war  with  England  ; the  compara 
ive  strength  of  the  two  great  parties  into  which  the 
tountry  is  divided,  and  the  views  anddesigns  of  that 
vhich  may  ultimately  prevail. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  if  the  federalists  of  the 
'astern  states  should  be  successful  in  obtaining  that 
liecided  influence,  which  may  enable  them  to  direct 
he  public  opinion,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  rather 
ban  submit  to  a continuance  of  the  difficulties  and 
listless  to  which  they  are  now  subject,  they  will 
ixert  that  influence  to  bring  about  a separation  from 
he  general  union.  The  earliest  information  on 
his  subject  may  be  of  great  consequence  to  our 
overnment,  as  it  may  also  be,  that  it  should  be  in: 
'rmed  hare  far  in  such  an  event  they  would  look  to 
ingland  for  assistance  or  be  disposed  to  enter  into  a 
mheciion  with  us,. 

! Although  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  that  you 
lould  in  any  manner  appear  as  an  avowed  agent, 
et  if  you  could  contrive  to  obtain  an  intimacy  with 
iy  of  the  leading  party,  it  may  not  be  improper 
tat  you  should  insinuate,  though  with  great  cau- 
on,  lit  at  if  they  should  wish  to  enter  into  any  com 
\unication  with  our  government  through  me  you  are 
tthorisedto  receive  any  such , and  will  safely  transmit 
tome,  and  as  it  may  not  be  impossible  that  they 
jtould  require  some  document  by  which  they  may 
ip  assured,  that  you  are  really  in  the  situation  in 
hich  you  represent  yourself,  I enclose  a creden- 
il  to  be  produced  in  that  view  ; but  I most  particu- 
rty  enjoin  and  direct,  that  you  do  not  make  use  of 
is  paper,  unless  a desire  to.that  purpose  should  be 
:pressed,and  unless  you  see  good  ground  for  expect- 
■ 'g  that  the  doing  so  may  lead  to  a more  confidential 
mmv.nicat.ion , than  you  can  otherwise  look  for. 

In  passing  through  the  state  of  Vermont,  you 
ill  of  course  exert  your  endeavors  to  procure  aft 
ie  information  that  the  short  stay  you  will  proba- 
k make  there  will  admit  of. — You  will  use  your 
vn  discretion  as  to  delaying  your  journey,  with, 
is  view,  more  or  less,  in  proportion  to  your  pros- 
cts  of  obtaining  any  information  of  consequence. 

I request  to  hear  from  you  as  frequently  as  pos- 
de*  and  as  letters  directed  to  me  might  excite  sus- 
tion,  it  may  be  as  well  that  you  put  them  under 

yer  to  Mr. , and  as  even  the  addressing 

ters  always  to  the  same  person  might  attract  no- 
e,  I recommend  vour  sometimes  addressing  your 
icket'  to  the  chief  justice  here,  or  occasionally, 
>ugh  seldom,  to  Mr.  Ryland,  but  never  with  the 
lition  of  his  official  description. 

■ am  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  serv’t. 

| f Signed,  J.  H.  CRAIG. 

John  ITenry , esq. 

No.  Ilf. 

EDENTIAL  FROM  SIR  JAMES  CRAIG  TO  MR. 

HENRY,  6th  FEB.  1809. 

(Copy)  [SEAL.] 

Fhe  bearer  Mr.  John  Henry,  is  employed  by  me, 
i full  confidence  may  be  placed  in  him  for  apy 


communication  which  any  person  may  wish  to 
| make  to  me  in  the  business  committed  to  him.  In  faith 
of  which  I have  given  him  this  under  my  hand  and 
seal  at  Quebec,  the  6th  day  of  February,  1809. 

Signed,  J.  II.  CRAIG. 

No.  IV. 

Mr.  Henry's  letters  to  sir  James  Craig,  written  whilst 
employed  on  a mission  to  Boston. 

Answer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Secretary  By  land , pro- 
posing the  mission , &c. 

No.  1. 

Montreal , January  31,  1809. 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  your  letter  of 
the  26th  inst.  written  by  the  desire  of  his  excellency 
the  gov.  in  chief  j and  hasten  to  express,  through 
you,  to  his  excellency  my  readiness  to  comply  with 
his  wishes. 

I need  not  add  how  very  flattering  it  is  to  receive 
from  his  excellency  the  assurance  of  the  approba- 
tion of  his  majesty’s  secretary  of  state  for  the  very 
humble  services  that  I may  have  rendered. 

If  the  nature  of  the  services  in  which  I am  to  bo 
engaged,  will  require  no  other  disbursements  than 
for  my  individual  expences,  I do  not  apprehend  tha  t 
these  can  exceed  my  private  resources. 

I shall  be  ready  to  take  my  departure  before  mv 
instructions  can  be  made  out. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c  J,  H’v. 

//.  Hi  Ryland,  esq.  sec.  fyc. 

No.  ■%. 

To  his  excellency  the  governor;  general,  Spc.  in  answer 
to  his  letter  of  instructions. 

Montreal,  February  10,  1809. 
Sir- — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  excellency’s  letter  of  instructions,  the  let- 
ter of  credence,  and  the  cypher  for  carrying  on  mv 
correspondence.  I have  bestowed  much  pains  upon 
the  cypher,  and  am  notwithstanding  tips,  deficient 
in  some  points  which  might  enable  m,e  to  understand 
it  clearly.  I have  compared  the  example  with  mv 
own  exemplification  of  the  cypher,  and  find  a dif- 
ference in  the  results  ; and  as  the  present  moment 
seems  favorable  to  the  interference  of  his  majesty’s 
government  in  the  measures  pursued  by  the  federal 
party  in  the  northern  states,  and  more  especially  as 
the  assembly  of  Massachusetts  is  now  in  session,  I 
think  it  better  to  set  forward  immediately,  than 
wait  for  any  further  explanation  of  the  means  of 
carrying  on  a secret  correspondence  ; which  the  fre- 
quency ot  safe  private  conveyances  to  Canada  will 
render  almost  wholly  unnecessary.  Should  it  how- 
ever he  necessary  at  any  time,  I take  leave  to  sug- 
gest  that  the  index  alone  furnishes  a very  safe  and 
simple  mode.  In  it  there  is  a number  for  every  letter 
in  the  alphabet,  and  particular  numbers  for  particu- 
lar phr  ases  ; so  that  when  I do  not  find  in  the  index 
the  particular  word  I want,  can  spell  it  with  the 
figures  which  stand  oppo  itv  to  the  letters.  For 
example,  if  I want  to  say  that t(  troops  are  at  Alba- 
ny,” 1 find  under  the  letter  “t”  that  number  15 
stands  for  ‘ troops’  and  a number  125  lor  “Albany.” 
Tire  intervening  words  “ are  at"  I supply  by  figures 
corresponding  with  the  letters  in  these  words. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  provide  against  accident  by 

addressing  the  letters  to  Mr. ,of  Montreal, 

with  a small  mark  on  the  corner  of  the  envelope 
which  he  will  understand.  When  he  receives  it, 
he  will  then  address  the  inclosure  to  your  excellen- 
cy and  send  it  from  Montreal  by  mail.  I will  he 
careful  not  to  address  vour  excellency  in  the  body 
of  the  letter,  nor  sign  myfOame  to  any  of  them* — 
They  will  be  merely  designated  by  the  initials  A.  B. 

If  this  mode  should  in  ar.v  respect  appear  excep- 
tionable, your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  tc 
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prder  a more  particular  explanation  of  the  card. 

It  would  reach  me  in  safety  addressed  to , 

Boston. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  J.  H’y. 

No.  3. 

Burlington,  Vermont , Feb.  14,  1809. 

Sir — I have  remained  here  two  days  in  order  ful 
|y  to  ascertain  the  progress  of  the  arrangements 
heretofore  made,  for  organizing  an  efficient  opposi- 
tion to  the  general  government,  as  well  as  to  become 
£cquainte  d with  the  opinions  of  the  leading  people, 
relative  to  the  measures  of  that  party  which  has  the 
ascendancy  in  the  national  councils. 

On  the  subject  of  the  embargo  laws  there  seems 
but  one  opinion  ; namely,  that  they  are  unnecessa- 
ry. Oppressive  and  unconstitutional.  It  must  al- 
so be  observed  that  the  execution  of  them  is  so  in 
vidious  as  to  attract  towards  the  officers  of  govern 
the  enmity  of  the  people,  which  is  of  course  trans 
ferable  to  the  government  itself ; so  that  in  case  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  should  take  any  bold  step 
towards  resisting  the  execution  of  these  laws,  it  is 
highly  probable  that  it  may  calculate  upon  the  hear- 
ty co-operation  of  the  people  of  Vermont. 

? learn  that  the  governor  of  this  state  is  now  vi- 
siting the  towns  in  the  northern  section  of  it ; and 
makes  no  secret  of  his  determination,  as  comman- 
der in  chief  of  the  militia,  to  refuse  obedience  to 
any  command  from  the  general  government  which 
can  tend  to  interrupt  the  good  understanding  that 
prevails  between  the  citizens  of  Vermont  and  his 
majesty *s  subjects  in  Canada.  It  is  further  intima- 
ted, that,  in  case  ofa  war,  he  will  usehis  influence  to 
preserve  the  state  neutral,  and  resist  with  all  the 
force  he  can  command,  any  attempt  to  make  it  a 
party.  I need  not  add,  that  if  these  resolutions  are 
parried  into  effect,  the  state  of  Vermont  may  be  con 
sidered  as  an  ally  of  Great  Britain. 

To  what  extent  the  sentiments  which  prevail  in 
this  quarter  exist  in  the  neighboring  states,  or  even 
fn  the  eastern  section  of  this  state,  I am  not  able  to 
eonjeoture.  f^only'can  say,  with  certainty,  that 
the  leading  men  of  the  federal  party  act  in  concert ; 
and,  therefore,  infer,  that  a common  sentiment  per- 
vades the  whole  body  throughout  New  England. 

I have  seen  a letter  from  a gentleman  now  at 
Washington  to  his  correspondent  in  this  .place ; 
and  as  its  contents  may  serve  to  throw  some  light 
pn  passing  events  there,  I shall  send  either  the  ori- 
ginal or  a copy  with  this  dispatch.  The  writer  of 
the  letter  is  a inan  of  character  and  veracity  ; and 
whether  competent  or  not  to  form  correct  opinions 
himself,  is  probably  within  the  reach  of  all  the 
knowledge  that  can  be  obtained  by  the  party  to 
which  hie  belongs.  It  appears  by  his  statement 
that  there  is  a very  formidable  majority  in  congress 
on  the  side  of  the  administration,  notwithstanding 
which,  there  is  every  region  to  hope,  that  the  north 
etn  states  in  their  distinct  capacity  will  unite  and 
resist  by  force  a war  with  Great  Britain  In  what 
mode  this  resistance  will  first  shew  itself,  is  probably 
not  yet  determined  upon  ; and  may  in  some  mea 
sure  depend  upon  the  reliance  that  the  leading 
men  may  place  upon  assurances  of  support  from  his 
mai.estv’s  representative  in  Canada  ; and  as  I shall 
fce'on  the  spot  to  tender  thjs  whenever  the  moment 
arrives  that  it  can  be  done  with  effect — there  is  no 
doubt  that  all  their  measures  may  be  made  subordi- 
nate to  the  intentions  of  his  majesty^  government 
Great  pains  are  taken  by  the  men  of  talents  and 
intelligence  to  confirm  fears  qf  the  common 
people,  as  tq  the  concurrence  of  the  southern  demo- 
crats in  the  projects  of  France;  and  every  thing 


tends  to  encourage  the  belief,  that  the  dissolution  of 
the  confederacy  will  be  accelerated  by  that  spirit 
which  now  actuates  both  political  parties. 

1 am,  &c.  A.  B. 


Sir- 


No.  4, 

Widnsor , Vermont  Feb.  10,  1809. 
-My  last  (No.  3.)  was  written  at  Burling- 


ton, the  principal  town  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
state  of  Vermont.  1 am  now  at  the  principal  town 
in  the  eastern  section. 

The  fallacy  of  men’s  opinions  when  they  act  un- 
der the  influence  of  sensibility,  and  are  strongly- 
excited  by  those  hopes  which  always  animate  a 
rising  party,  lead  me  to  doubt  the  correctness  of 
the  opinions  which  I received  in  the  northern  sec- 
tion of  this  state;  which , from  its  contiguity-to 
Canada  and  necessary  intercourse  with  Montreal, 
has  a stronger  interest  in  promoting  a good  under- 
standing with  his  majesty’s  government.  There- 
fore, since  my  departure  from  Burlington,  I have! 
sought  every  favorable  occasion  of  conversing  with' 
the  democrats  on  the  probable  result  of  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  general  government.  The  differ-, 
ence  of  opinion  is  thus  expressed. 

The  federal  party  declare,  that  in  the  event  of  a 
war,  the  state  of  Vermont  will  treat  separately  foj 
itself  with  Great  Britain  ; and  support  to  the  ut 
most  the  stipulations  in  which  it  may  enter  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  general  govern 
ment.  The  democrats  on  the  ether  hand  assert, 
that,  in  such  a case  as  that  contemplated,  the  peo- 
ple would  be  nearly  divided  into  equal  numbers  ; 
one  of  which  would  support  the  government  if  it 
could  be  done  without  involving  the  people  in 
civil  war;  but  at  all  events  would  risk  every  thing 
in  preference  to  a coalition  with  Great  Britain. — 
This  difference  of  opinion  is  not  to  be  wholly  ascrib- 
ed to  the  prejudices  of  party.  The  people  in  the 
eastern  section  of  Vermont  are  not  operated  upoi^ 
by  the  same  hopes  and  fears  as  those  on  the  borders 
of  the  British  colony.  These  are  not  dependent 
upon  Montreal  for  the  sale  of  their  produce  nor  th< 
supply  of  foreign  commodities.  They  are  not  ap- 
prehensive of  any  serious  dangers  or  inconvenience 
from  a state  of  war,  and  although  they  admit  tha| 
the  governor,  council  and  three-fourths  of  the  re- 
presentation in  congress  are  of  the  federal  party 
v$t  they  do  not  believe  that  the  state  would  stand 
alone  and  resist  the  national  government.  Thej 
do  not  however  deny,  that  should  the  state  of  Ver< 
rriont  continue  to  he  represented  as  it  is  at  present 
it  would  in  all  probability  unite  with  the  neighbor 
ing  states,  in  any  serious  plan  of  resistance  to 
war,  which  it  might  seem  expedient  to  adopt.— 
This  I think  is  the  safer  opinion  for  you  to  rely  on ; 
if  indeed  reliance  ought  to  he  placed  on  any  mea 
sure  depending  upon  the  will  of  the  rabble,  whicl 
is  ever  changing  and  must  ever  be  marked  witl 
ignorance,  caprice  and  inconstancy.  As  the  crisi) 
approaches,  the  difficulty  of  deciding  upon  an  ha 
zardous  alternative  will  increase  ; and  unfortunate!) 
there  is  not  in  Vermont  any  man  of  commanding 
talents,  capable  of  attracting,  general  confidence 
of  infusing  into  the  people  his  own  spirit  ; and 
amidst  the  confusion  of  conflicting  opinions,  dan 
gers  and  commotion,  competent  to  lead  in  thepatl 
of  duty  or  safety.  The  governor  is  an  industrious 
prudent  man,  and  has  more  personal  influence  thai 
any  other;  but  his  abilities  are  not  situated  to  thf 
situation  in  which  a civil  war  would  place  him. 
lam,  &c.  A.  B 
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No,  5. 

Amherst,  N.  Hampshire,  Feb.  23,  1809. 

Sir — A gentleman  going  direct  to  Canada,  af- 
fords a safe  and  favorable  opportunity  of  giving  you 
some  further  account  of  my  progress.  1 will  not 
make  use  of  the  post-offices,  when  I can  avoid  it ; 
because  private  occasions  supercede  the  necessity  of 
writing  in  cypher.;  and  the  contempt  of  decency 
and  principle,  which  forms  part  of  the  morals  of 
the  subaltern  officers  of  a democracy,  would  incline 
them  to  break  a seal  with  the  same  indifference, 
that  they  break  their  words,  when  either  curiosity  or 
interest  is  to  be  indulged. 

I have  not  had  sufficient  time  nor  evidence,  to 
enable  me  to  form  any  opinion  for  myself  of  the 
lengths  to  which  the  federal  party  will  carry  opposi- 
tion to  the  national  government  in  the  event  of  a 
war.  Much  may  be  inferred  from  the  result  of  the 
elections  of  governors,  which  withiy  two  months 
will  be  made  in  the  states  of  Massachusetts,  New- 
Hampshire,  and  Rhode-Island.  From  all  1 know 
and  all  I can  learn  of  the  general  government,  I 
am  not  apprehensive  of  an  immediate  war.  The 
embargo  is  the  favorite  measure  ; and  it  is  probable 
that  other  means  will  be  employed  to  excite  England 
to  commit  some  act  of  hostility,  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  placing  the  responsibility  of  war  on  that 
country  ; this  I most  particularly  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  ministers.  The  dread  of  op- 
position, and  the  loss  of  popularity,  will  certainly 
keep  the  ruling  party  at  Washington  inactive. — 
They  will  risk  any  thing  but  the  loss  of  power  ; 
and  they  are  well  aware  that  their  power  would 
pass  away  with  the  first  calamity  which  their  mea- 
sures might  bring  upon  the  common  people  (from 
whom  that  power  emanates,)  unless  indeed  thev 
could  find  a sufficient  excuse  m the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain.  This  impression  cannot  be  too 
deeply  felt  by  his  majesty’s  ministers ; nor  too 
widely  spread  throughout  the  British  nation.  It 
will  furnish  a sure  guide  in  every  policy  that  may 
be  adopted  towards  the  United  States.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  & c.  A.  E. 

No.  6. 

Boston,  March  5,  1809. 

Sir — I am  favoured  with  another  opportunity  of 
writing  to  you  by  a private  conveyance  ; and  think 
it  probable,  at  this  season,  that  the  frequency  of 
these  will  render  it  unnecessary  to  write  to  you  in 
cypher. 

It  does  not  yet  appear  necessary,  that  Ishoulddis- 
coverto  any  person  thepurposeof  my  visit  to  Boston; 
nor  is  it  probable  that  I shall  be  compelled,  for  the 
sake  of  gaining  more  knowledge  of  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  federal  party  of  these  states,  to  avow 
myself  as  a regular  authorised  agent  of  the  British 
government  even  to  those  individuals  who  would 
feel  equally  bound  with  myself  to  preserve  with  the 
utmost  inscrutability  so  important  a secret  from  the 
public  eye. 

I have  sufficient  means  of  information  to  enable  me 
to  judge'  of  the  proper  period  for  offering  the  co-ope- 
ration o f Great  Britain,  and  opening  a correspon- 
dence between  the  governor  general  of  British  Ame- 
rica and  those  individuals  who , from  the  part  they 
take  in  the  opposition  to  the  national  government » or 
the  influence  they  may  possess  in  any  new  order  of 
things,  that  may  grow  out  of  the  present  differences, 
should  be  qualified  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  nor- 
thern states. An  apprehension  of  any  such 

state  of  things,  as  is  presupposed  by  these  remarks 
begins  to  subside,  since  it  has  appeared,  by  the  con 
vi' t of. the  general  government  that  it  is  seriously 


alarmed  at  the  menacing  attitude  of  the  northern 
states.  But  although  it  is  believed  that  there  is  no 
probability  of  an  immediate  war,  yet  no  doubts  are 
entertained,  that  Mr.  Madison  will  fall  upon  some 
new  expedients  to  bring  about  hostilities.  What 
these  may  be  can  only  be  deduced  from  what  appears 
to  be  practicable.  A non -intercourse  with  England 
and  France  will  probably  supersede  the  embargo  ; 
which,  by  opening  with  the  rest  of  Europe  a partial  le- 
gitimate commerce,  and  affording  strong  temptations 
to  that  which  is  illegal,  will  expose  the  vessels  to  cap- 
ture,  detention  and  embarrassment  ; will  justify 
the  present  policy  ; and  produce  such  a degree  of 
irritation  and  resentment  as  will  enable  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  to  throw  the  whole  blame  and, 
responsibility  of  war  from  its  own  shoulders  upon 
those  of  the  British  ministry.  If  in  this,  the 
party  attached  to  France  should  calculate  with, 
correctness,  and  the  commerce  of  New  England 
would  greatly  suffer', — the  merchants  being  injured 
and  discouraged  would  not  only  acquiesce  in  the 
restrictive  systems,  but  even  submit  to  . war.  On 
the  other  hand,  should  the  small  traffic  permitted 
hv  a non-intercourse  law  be  lucrative  and  uninter- 
rupted, the  people  would  be  clamorous  for  more* 
and  soon  compel  the  government  to  restore  the 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  countries.  While 
1 offer  my  opinion  upon  this  subject,  I cannot  ex- 
press but  a strong  hope  that  if  any  terms  should  be 
proposed  by  either  government,  to  which  the  other 
might  think  proper  to  accede,  that,  a principal  mo- 
tive to  the  adjustment  of  differences  should  be  un- 
derstood to  arise  from  the  amicable  disposition  of 
the  eastern  states^  particularly  of  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. This,  as  it  would  increase  the  popular- 
ity of  the  friends  of  Great  Britain,  could  not  fail  to 
promote  her  interests.  If  it  could  not  be  done  for- 
mally and  officially, nor  in  a correspondence  between 
ministers,  still  perhaps  the  administration  in  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  might  take  that  ground, 
and  the^ suggestion  would  find  its  way  into  the  pa- 
pers both  in  England  and  America. 

It  cannot  be  too  frequently  repeated,  that  this 
country  can  only  be  governed  and  directed  by  the 
influence  of  opinion  ; as  there  is  nothing  permanent 
in  its  political  institutjpns,  nor  are  the  populace 
under  any  circumstances  to  be  relied  on,  when 
measures  become  inconvenient  and  burdensome.  I 
will  soon  write  again,  and  am,  &c-  A.  B. 

No.  7, 

Ticston , March  7, 1809. 

Sar— I IiavS  now  ascertained,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  pas  ib.'a, 
the  course  intended  to  he  purs  ued  by  the  measures  and  polities  of 
the  administration  of  the  general  got&rumout. 

I have  already  giver,  a decided  opinion  that;  a declaration  of  war 
is  not  to  he  expected  ; but,  contrary  to  ail  reasonable  calculation, 
should  the  Congress  possess  spirit  and  independence  enough  to 
place  their  popularity  in  jeopardy  by  so  strong  a measure,  (he  le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts  will  give  the  tone  to  the  neighboring 
states  ; will  declare  itself  permanent  until  a new  election  of  mem- 
bers ; invite  a congress,  to  he  composed  of  delegates  from  the  fede- 
ral states,  and  erect  a separate  government  for  their  common  de- 
fence and  common  interest. 

This  congress  would  probably  begin  by  abrogating  the  ofibnsive 
laws,  and  adopting  a plan  for  the  maintenance  of  the  power  and 
authority  thus  assumed.  They  would  by  such  an  act  is*  in  a com 
dition  to  make  of  re  ceive  proposals  from  Great  Britain  ; and  £ 
should  seize  the  first  moment  to  open  a correspondence  w ka  you j? 
excellency.  Scarce  any  other  aid  would  he  nt-ees : u y,  and  pertmp# 
none  required,  than  a tew  vessels  of  war  from  the  Kail  fax  station, 
to  protect  the  maritime  towns  from  theliu’r  navy  which  is  at  ii'& 
disposal  of  the  optional  government.  What  permanent  conn* ximu 
between  Great  Britain  and  this  section  oi  the  republic  would 
grow  out  of  a civil  commotion  such  as  might  teexpaewd,  no  per- 
son is  prepared  to  describe;  hut  it  seems  that  a strict  tihaiice 
roust  result  of  necessit  y.  At  present  the  opposition  party  ronfine 
their  calculations  merely  to  resistance  ; aim  i ear.  assure  you  that 
at  this  moment  they  do  not  freely  entertain  - the  j*. eject  >f  with  - 
drawing the  eastern  states  from  the  union,  finding  it  aver?  unpop- 
ular topic  ; although  a comae  of  events,  sm-h  as  I hu- t alresdv 
mentioned.  Would  inevitably  produce  an  iney:?4hiCfticiiatl-.:i  »i 
the  New-Iingland  from  the  southern  states,  !!>.<»  truth  is  tbs 
i'onunon  people  have  so  long  regarded,  tlie  jj&maiv.iuo;1  oi  U, 
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States  with  (complacency,  tliqt  they  are  now  only  disposed  iu  this 
quarter  to  treat  it  like  a truant  mistress,  whom  they  would  tor  a 
time  put  away  on  a separate  maintenance,  but,  without  farther 
aud  greater  provocation,  would  not  absolutely  repudiate. 

It  will  soon  be  known  in  what  situation  public  affairs  are  to  re- 
main until  the  meeting  of  the  new  congress  in  May,  at  which 
time  also  this  legislature  will  again  assemble.  The  two  Aionths  that 
intervene  will  be  a period  of  much  anxiety. 

In  all  I have  written,  I have  been  careful  not  to  make  any  im- 
pression analogous  to  the  enthusiastic  confidence  entertained  by  the 
opposition,  nor  to  the  hones  and  expectations  that  animate  the 
friends  of  an  alliance  between  the  northern  states  and  Great  Brit- 
ain. I have  abstracted  myself  from  all  the  sympathies  these  arc 
calculated  to  inspire  ; bt-cause,  notwithstanding  that  1 feel  toe 
utmost  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  intention  of  the  leading 
characters  in  this  political  drama,  I cannot  forget  that  they  derive 
their  power  from  a giddy  inconstant  multitude  ; who,  unless  in 
the  instance  under  consideration  they  form  an  exception  to  all  ge- 
neral rules  and  experience,  will  act  inconsistently  and  absurdly. 

lam,  &c.  A.  B. 

No.  8. 

Boston,  Mairk  10,  1SC9. 

Sir— Tn  my  letter  No.  6. 1 tookthe  liberty  to  express  my  opinion 
of  the  probable  effect  of  the  non-intercourse  law'  intended  to  be 
enacted  ; and  of  the  inode  by  which  Great  Britain  may  defeat  the 
real  intention  of  the  American  government  in  passing  it.  But  as 
the  sort  ol  impunity  recommended  might,  in  its  application  to 
every  species  of  commerce  that  w ould  be  carried  on,  be  deemed 
by  Great  Britain  a greater  evil  than  war  itself,  a middle  course 
n light  easily  be  adopted,  which  would  deprive  France  of  the  benefit 
resulting  from  an  intercourse  with  America, 1 without,  in  any  great 
degree,  irritating  i lie  maritime  states. 

The  high  price  of  all  American  produce  in  France  furnishes  a 
temptation  which  mercantile  avarice  will  be  unable  to  resist.  The 
consequence  is  obvious.  But  if  instead  of  condemning  the  vessel  and 
cargoes  which  mav,  be  arrested  in  pursuing  this  prohibited  com- 
merce, they  should  be  compelled  to  go  into  a British  port,  and  there 
permitted  to  sell  them,  1 think  the  friends  of  England  in  these 
states,  would  not  utter  a Complaint. . indeed,  1 have  no  doubt  that 
if.  if*  the  prosecution  of  a lawful  voyage,  the  British  cruisers  should 
treat  American  ships  in  this  manner,  their  owners  would  in  the 
present  state  of  the  European  markets,  think  themselves  very  for- 
tunate, as  it  would  save  them  the  trouble  ancl  expence  of  landing 
them  in  a neutral  port,  ant!  from  thence  reship' them  to  England, 
now  the  best  market  in  Europe  for  the  produce. of  this  country.— 
The  government  of  the  United  States  would  probably  complain, 
and  Bonaparte  become  peremptory  ; but  even  that  would  only 
tei el  to  render  the  opposition  in  the  northern  states  snore  resolute 
and  accelerate  the  dissolution  of  the  confederacy.  The  generosity 
and  justice  of  Great  Britain  would  be  extolled,  and  the  commer- 
cial states  exult  in  the  success  of  individuals  over  a government 
inimical  to  commerce,  and  to  whose  measures  they  can  no  longer 
submit  with  patient  acquiescence. 

The  elections  are  begun  ; and  I presume  no  vjgjlar.ee  or  indus- 
try will  be  remitted  to  insure  the  success  of  the  federal  party. 

I am,  &c.  A.  B. 

P.  S.  Intelligence  Juts  reached  Boston,  that  a imr-intercourse  law' 
has  actually  passed,  and  that  Martinique  has  surrendered  to  the 
British  forces. 


<»f  the  other  party,  can  alone  produce  a sudden  seyavaiidn  ol  any 
section  of  this  country  from  the  common  bead. 

At  all  events,  it  cannot  tie  neee**ary  to  the  preservation  of  pe%ce, 
that  Great  Britain  should  make  any  gT<  a.t  concession  at  the  present 
moment ; more  especially  ns  the  more  important  changes  that  oc- 
cur in  Europe  might  rend.,  r it  inconvenient  ior  her  to  adhere  to  any 
stipulations  in  favor  of  neutral  maritime  nations. 

Although  the  non-intercourse  law  affords  but  a partial  relief  to 
the  people  of  this  country  lrom  the  evils  of  that  entire  suspension 
of  commerce  to  w.ffcli  they  liave  reluctantly  submitted  for  some 
time  past,  I lament  the  repeal  of  the  embargo;  because  it  was  cal- 
culated to  acch  rate  the  progress  of  these  states  towards  a revolu- 
tion that  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  tiniy  republic  that  remains 
to  prove  that  a government  founded  on  political  equality  can  exist 
in  a season  oi‘  trial aaid difficulty,  oris  calculated  to  injure  aiilRu; 
security  or  happiness  to  a people.  I am,  &c.  A.  B. 

No,  10. 

Boston,  ?'ar--h 2^,  m<>o. 

Sir— Since  my  letter  of  the  18th,  nothing  has  occurred  which  I 
thought  worthy  of  a communication. 

The  last  week  of  this  month  and  the  first  of  April  will  hr  occu- 
pied in  the  .lection  of  governors  and  other  executive  officers  in  the 
New-En  gland  states. 

The  federal  candidate  in  New-Hampshire  is  already  elected  by  a 
majority  of  about  1000  votes.  His  competitor  Mas  a man  of  large 
fortune,  extensive  connexions  am!  inoffensive  manners.  These  ac- 
count for  the  small'  ess  of  the  majority. 

In  Connecticut,  no  change  is  necessary,  and  none  is  to  he  ap- 
prehended. 

In  Rbode-Island,  it  is  of  no  consequence  of  what  party  the  go- 
eruoris  a member,  as  he  has  neither  civil  nor  military  power,  la-jag 
merely  president  of  the  council. 

In  Massachusetts,  it  is  certain  that  the  federal  candidate  will 
succeed. 

A few  weeks  will  he  sufficient  in  order  to  determine  the  relative 
strength  of  parties,  and  convince  Mr.  Madison  that  a war  with 
Great  Britain  is  not  a pleasure  upon  which  he  dare  venture.  Since 
the  plan  of  an  organised  opposition  to  the  projects  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son was  put  into  operation,  the  whole  of  the  New-England  states 
have  transferred  their  political  power  to  his-  political  enemies,  and 
the  reason  that  lie  has  still  so  many,  adherents  is,  that  those  who 
consider  the  only  true  policy  of  America  to  consist  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  peace,  have  still  great  confidence,  that  nothing  can  force 
him  (or  his  successor  who  acts  up  to  bis  sy  st ; t u or  rather  is  governed 
by  it)  to  consent  to  war.  They  consideraU  the  menaces  amt  •‘dread- 
ful note  of  preparation”  to  be  a nitre  finesse,  intended  only  took 
tain  concessions  from  England  on  cheap  terms.  From  every  sort 
of  evidence,  1 confess  I am  niystlf  of  the  same  opinion  ; and  am 
fully  persuaded  that  the  force  which  has  been  acting  at  Washington 
will  terminate  in  full  proof  of  the  imbecility  and  spiritless  teimw-r 
of  the  actors.  A war  attempted  without  the  concurrence  of  both 
parties,  and  the  general  consent  of  the  northern  states, . which  con- 
stitute the  bone  and  muscle  of  the  country,  must  commence  with- 
out hope,  and  end  in  disgrace.  It  should,  therefore,  be  the  pecu- 
liar care  of  Great  Britain  to  luster  divisions  betw  een  the  north  amt 
south  ; and  by  succeeding  in  this,  she  may  carry  into  effect  h.  r 
own  projects  in  Europe,  with  a total  disregard  to  the  resentment  of 
the  democrats  of  tiffs  countn.  Iain,  &e.  , A.  B. 

No.  11. 


No,  9. 

'Boston,  March  13,  1809. 

Sir— Yon  will  perceive  from  the  accounts  that,  will  reach  you  in 
the  public  papers  both  from  Washington  and  Massachusetts,  that 
the  federalists  of  the  northern  stales  have  succeeded  in  making 
the  congress  b- 1 ieve,  that  with  such  an  opposition  as  they  w ould 
. make  to  the -general  government,  a war  must  be  confined  to  thei 
ov  ;;  te  rritory,  ancl  might  be  even  too  much  for  that  government  to 
sustain'.  The  cons-  quence  is,  that  after  all  the  parade  and  mena- 
ces with  w hich  the  session  commenced,  it  has  been  suffered  to  end 
without  carrying  into  effect  any  of  the  plans  of  the  administration, 
;■  exc-'j-t  the  interdiction  of  coffimew-inl  intercourse  with.  England 
■ and  France— an  event  that  was  anticipated  in  my  former  fi  tters. 

Under  what  new  circumstances  the  congress  will  meet  in  May. 
willd  pend  on  the  state  elections  and  the  changes  that,  mav  in  the 
mqan  time  take  place  in  Europe.  With  regard  to  Gr«  at  Britain, 
she  can  scarce  mistake  her  true  policy  in  relation  to  America.  It 
peace  be  the  first  object,  every  act  which  can  irritate  the  maritime 
states  on  Hit  to  be  avoided;  because  the  prevailing  disposition  of 
these  will  generally  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  government  from  haz- 
ardir.g-any  hostile  measure.  If  a war  between  America  and  France 
be  a grand  d sulevatum,  something  more  must  be  done,  an  indul- 
gent conciliatory  policy  must  -bo  adopted,  which  will  leave  the  de- 
mocrats without  a pretext  for  hostilities ; and  Bonaparte,  whose 
passions  are  too  hot  for  delay,  will  probably  compel  tiffs  govern- 
ment to  decide  which  of  the  tw'o  great  belligerents  is  to  be  its 
enemy.  To  bring  about  a separation  of  the  states,  under  distinct 
and  independent  governments,  is  an  affair  of  more  uncertainty  • 
and,  however  desirable,  cannot  be  effected  but  by  a series  of  acts* 
and  long  continued  policy,  tending  to  irritate  the  southern  and  con- 
cifffite  the  northern  people.  The  former  are  agricultural  the  latter 
a commercial  people.  The  mode  of  cheering  and  depressing  either 
is  too  obvious  to  require  illustration.  This,  lam  aware  is  an  oi> 
ject  of  much  interest  i«  Great  Britain,  as  it  would  forever  secure 
the  integrity  ol  his  majesty  s possessions  on  the  continent  anti 
mal  e the  two  governments,  or  whatever  number  the  present  con- 
federacy might  form  into,  as  useful  am!  as  much  subject  to  the  inrtn" 
ence  of  Great  Britain  as  Iter  colonies  can  be  rendered.  But  it  is  an 
object  ovd\  (o  be  attained  by  slow- and  eircumsom  progression  and 
requires  for  its  consummation  more  att  ntion  to  the  affiffrs  which 
eg  tat-  and  excite  parties  in  this  country,  than  Great  Britain  has 
yet  S -towT-d  upon  it.  An  unpopular  war-rhat  is  a w ar  produc'd 
by  the  hatred  and  prejudices  of  one  party,  but  against  the  consent 


Boston,  April  13  1809 

Sir— t send  to  Mr.  R.  a pamphlet  entitled  “ Suppressed  l)ocu 
merits.**  The  notes  and  comments  were  written  by  the  gentleman 
who  has  written  the  “analysis.”  which  I sent  by  a lbn  o'er  convey- 
ance. These  works  have  greatly  cont  ributed  to  excite  the  rears  of 
the  men  of  talents  and  property;  who  mm  prefer  the  chance,  of 
mudntainihg  their  party  by  open  resistance  and  h final  separation  to 
an  alliance  with  France, and  a war  with  England.  So  tliat  shook! 
the  government  unexpectedly  and  contrary  to  all  reasonable  calcu- 
lation, attempt  to  involve  the  country  in  a measure  of  tliat  nature. 
I am  convinced  (now  that  the  elections  have  ail  terminated  favora- 
bly) that  none  ofthe  New  England  states  would  be  a party  in  it,— 
But,  as  I have  repeatedly  written,  the  genera)  government  does  not 
seriously  entertain  any  such  desire  or  intention.  Had  the  majori- 
ty in  the  New  England  states  continued  to  approve  of  the  puhljc 
measures,  it  is  extremely  probable  that  Great  Britain  would  now- 
have  to  choose  between  war  and  concession.  'But  the  aspect  of 
things  in  this  respect  is  changed;  and  a war  would  produce  an 
incurable  alienation  ofthe  eastern  states,  and  bring  the  whole  coun- 
try in  subordination  to  the  interest  of  England,  whose  navy  would 
prescribe  and  enforce  the  terms  upon  w-hich  the  commercial  states 
should  carry  and  the  agricultural  states  export  their  surplus  produce. 
All  this  is  as  well  known  to  the  democrats  as  to  the  other  party; 
therefore  they  will  avoid  a war,  at  leasr.  until  the  whole  nation  is 
unanimous  for  it.  Still  when  we  consider  of  what  materials  the 
government  is  formed,  it  is  impossible  to  speak  with  any  certainty 
of  their  measures.  The  past  administration  in  every  transaction 
presents  to  the  mind  only  a muddy  commixture  of  folly,  weakness 
and  duplicity.  The  spell,  by  which  the  nations  of  Europe  have 
been  rendered  inert  ana  inefficient  when  they  attempted  to  shake  k 
off.  has  stretehed  its  shadows  across  the  Atlantic  and  made  a ma- 
jority ofthe  people  of  these  states  alike  blind  to  duty  and  to  their 
interests. 

I am.  &c.  A.  ?.. 

No.  12. 

Boston,  April  26,  1809. 

Sir— Since  my  letter  No.  11, 1 have  had  but  little  to  communicate. 

I have  not  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  with  sufficient  accuracy  the 
relative  strength  of  the  two  parties  in  the  Legislative  bodies  in 
New  England., 

In  all  of  these  states,  however,  Governors  have  been  elected  out 
of  the  federal  party,  and  even  the  southern  papers  indicate  an  me 
expected  augmentation  of  federal  members  in  the  next  congress 
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’Il'C  correspondence  betw-een  Mr.  Erskine  and  the  Secretary  of 
state  at  Washington,  you  will  hav^seen  belbre  mis  can  reach  you. 
It  has  "iv  ::  mat'll  satisfaction  to  the  federal  party  liere  ; because 
it  prouases  an  exemption  from  the  evil  they  most  feared  (a  war 
with  Eog'a.id)  and  justifies  their  partiality  towards  Great  Bntam 
which  the v lnaintaiii  was  founded  upon  a full  conviction  of  her 
justice  anti  sincere  disposition  to  preserve  peace,  liven  the  de- 
mocrats artect  to  be  satisfied  with  it,  because  as  they  insist  it  proves 
the  efinacy  of  the  restrictive  system  of  Mr.  Jeiierson. 

BUi  . ],c  great  benefit  that  will  probably  result  from  it,  will  be 
that  Bonaparte  mavbe  induced  to  torce  this  country  from  her  neu- 
tral position.  Batted  in  his  attempt  to  exclude  from  this  conti- 
nent the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  he  w ill  most  likely  cou- 
lisente  all  American  property  in  his  dominions  and  dependencies, 


York  was  not  ranked  among:  the  states  that  would  adopt  the  pah- 
eyolYuat  of  Massachusetts  ; and  any  favorable  change  was  exceed- 
ingly proble-.)»attcal. 

i bee,'  leave  to  suggest  that  in  the  present  state  of  things  in  this 
country  my. presence  can  contribute  very  little  tb  the  interest  of 
Great  Britain.  If  Mr.  Erskine  lie  sanctioned  in  all  he  has  con- 
ceded. by  his  majesty’s  ministers,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me,  as  indec  1 
it  would  be  unavailing  to  make  any  attempt  to  carry  into  effect  t lie 
original  purposes  of  my  mission.  While  1 think  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
give  this  intimation  to  you,  I l»eg  it  may  Ik-  understood  mat  1 con- 
sider myself  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  his  majesty's  government. 

Iam,&c.  ‘ A.  R. 

No.  15. 

Montreal  Tune  12, 1309, 


inti 


declare  wav.  Nothing  could  more  than  this  contribute  to  give  Sir,—/  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  (lint  J n et  h i d, 
icnce  and  stability  to  trie  British  porty.  The  invidious  occur-  j through  Mr.  secretary  Hyland,  your  excellency's  command 


return 
rason  of  the  year,  in 


-s  of  the  rebellion  would  be  forgotten  in  the  resentment  of  the  j to  Canada,  and  after  the  delays  incident  to  this 

people  against  France,  and  they  would  soon  be  weaned  from  that  (a  journey  from  Boston , arrived  here  yesterday. 
attachment  to  her  which  is  founded  on  the  aid  that  was  rendered  to  2 our  excellency  will  have  seen  by  the  papers  of  the  latest  date.? 
separate  from  the  mother  country.  i from  the  United  States , that  afomidcble  opposition  is  already  orgaui- g 

While  Great  Britain  waits  for  this  natural,  I might  say  ncccssa-  {zed  in  congress  to  the  lute  measures  of  Mr.  Madison  ; and  it  is  vert/ 
n result  of  the  negotiation,  would  it  not  be  extremely  inexpedient  j evident  that  if  he  be  sincere  in  h.is  professions  of  attachment  to  Great 
to  conclude  a treaty  with  the  American  government?  Every  sortj  Britain,  his  party  null  abandon  Aim.  Sixty-one  members  have 
>f  evidence  and  experience  prove,  that  democrats  considered  their  already  voted  against  a resolution  to  approve  of  what  he  has  d.  nc : 

* ‘ J ■*-  ''  and,  ihave  no  doubt  th&rest  of  the  democratic  party  will  fellow  the 


political  ascendancy  in  a great  measure  dependent  upon  the  hostile 
spirit  that  they  can  keep  alive  towards  Great  .Britain,  and  recent 
events  demonstrate  that  t heir  conduct  .will  be  predicated  upon  that 
conviction  : it  is  therefore  not  to  be  expected  that  they  will  meet 
with  corresponding  feelings  a sincere  disposition  on  the  part  ot 
England  to  adjust  all  matters  in  dispute.  They  are  at  heart  morti- 
fied and  disappointed  to  find  that  Great  Britain  lias  been  in  ad- 
vance of  the  French  government  in  taking  advantage  of  the  pro- 
visional clauses  of  the  non-intercourse  law  ; and  il  they  shew  any 
spirit  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  towards  France,  it  w ill  be 
oniy  because  theywill  find  Bonaparte  deaf  to  entreaty,  and  insensi- 
ble of  past  favors  ; or  that  they  may  think  it  safer  to  float  with  the 
tide  of  public  feelings  which  will  .set  strongly  against  him,  unless  he 
beep  pari  passu  with  England  in  a conciliatory  policy. 

When  I begun  my  letter,  I intended  to  make  so.ne  observations 
in  relation  to  the  boundary  lint — [Here  10  or  12  lines  of  the  manu- 
script are  erased.]  I aui,  Sec.  A.  B. 

No.  13. 

Boston , May  5,  1800. 

Sir— Although  the  recent  changes  that  have  occurred  quiet  rdl  ap- 
prehensions of  war,  and  consequently  lessen  all  hope,  oj  a separation 
of  the  states,  I think  it  necessary  to  transmit  by  the  mail  of  each 
week  a sketchof  passing  events. 

On  local  politics  I have  nothing  to  add  ; and  as  the  parade  that 
is  made  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  sincere  disposition  ol 
Mr.  Madisoq.  to  preserve  amicable  relations  with  Great  Britain  is 
in  my  opinion  calculated  to  awaken  vigilance  and  distrust  rather 
than  inspire  confidence,  1 shall  (having  nothing  more  important  to 
write  about)  take  leave  to  examine  his  motives.  1 am  not  surprised 
at  his  conditional  removal  of  the  non-intercourse  law  with  respect 
tn  Great  Britain,  because  it  was  made  incumbent  on  him  by  the  act 
of  congress ; but  the'  observations  made  on  his  friendly  dispositions 
towards  Great  Britain  is  a matter  of  no  little astonishmei : t.  The 
whole  tenor  of  his  political  life  directly  and  unequivocally  contra- 
dicts them.  His  speech  on  the  British  treaty  in  ’99.  His  attempt 
to. pass  a law-  lor  t tie  confiscation  of“  British  debts’’  and  British  pro- 
perty. His  commercial  resolutions  grounded  apparently  on  an  idea 
of  making  America  useful  as  a colony  to  France.  His  conduct 
while  secretary  of  state ; all  form  an  assemblage  of  probabilities  tend- 
ing to  convince  me  at  least  that  he  does  not  seriously  desire  a treaty 
in  which  the  rights  and  pretensions  of  G.  Britain  would  he  fairly 
recognized.  It  seems  impossible  that  he  should  tit  ouce  divest  him- 
self of  his  .habitual  animosity  and  that  pride  of  opinion,  winch  liis 
present-situation  enables  hi  in  to  indulge;  hut  above  all,  that  he 
should  deprive  Ids  friends  and  supporters  of  the  benefit  oftkose.pre- 
judiees  which  have  been  carefully  fostered  in  the  minds  of  the  com- 
mon people  towards  England,  and  which  have  so  materially  contri- 
buted to  invigorate  and  augment  the  democratic  party.  Vv  haievo 
his  real  motives  may  be,  it  is  in  this  stage  of  the  affair  harmless 
enough  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  the  apparent  change.  Ke  pro- 


bably acts  undera  conviction  that  in  the  present  temper  of  the  east- 
ern states  a war  could  not  fail  to  produce  a dissolution  of  the  union  ; 
or  he  may  have  profited  by  the  mistakes  of  Ids  predecessor;  and 
is  inclined  to  seize  the  present  opportunity  to  prove  to  tfie  w orld 
that  he  is  determined  to  be  the  president  of  a nation  rather  than 
the  head  of  a faction  ;or  he  has  probably  gone  thus  far  to  remove  the 
impression  on  the  mind  of  many  that  he  was  under  the  influence  of 
France  in  order  ( hat  he  may  with  a better  grace  and  on  more  tena- 
ble grounds  quarrel  with  Great  Britain  in  the  progress  of  negotiat- 
ing a treaty.  Whatever  his  motives  may,  be,  1 am  very  certain  Ids 
party  will  not  support  him  in  any  manly  and  generous  policy. — 
Weak  men  are  sure  to  temporise  w hen  great  events  call  upon  tueiu 
for  decision,  and  are  sluggish  and  inert  at  the  'moment  when  the 
worst  of  evils  is  in  action.  This  is  the  character  of  the  democrats  in 
}he  northern  states.  Of  those  of  the  south  I know  but  little. 

I am,  &c.  A.  B. 

No.  14. 

Boston,  May  25. 13f9. 

Sir— My,  last  was  under  date  of  the  5th  instant. 


example , as  soon  as  they  recover  from  the  astonishment  into  whkh 
his  apparent  defection  has  thrown  them. 

The  present  ’hopes  of  the  federalists  are  founded  on  the  probcfidiiy 
of  a war  with  Fram  e ; but,  at  all  events,’  this  party  i s strong  and 
well  organized  enough  to  prevent  a war  with  England.  It  would 
now  be  superfluous  to  trouble  your  excellency  with  an  account  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  arrangements  made  by  the  federal  party 
to  resist  any  attempt  of  the  government  tin  favorable  to  Great  Britain. 
They  were  such  as  do  great  credit  to  their  ability  and  principles  ; 
and  while  a judicious  policy  is  observed  by  Great.  Britain,  secure 
her  interests  in  America  from  decay.  My  fear  of  inducing  a false 
security  on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  government  in  their  efficiency 
and.  eventual  success,  may  have  inclined  me  to  refrain  from  doing 
them  that  justice  in  my  former  letters , which  I willingly  express. 

I trust  your  excellency  will  ascribe  the  style  and  manner  of  mu 
communications  and  the  frequent  ambiguities  introduced  in  them,  as 
arising  from  the  secrecy  necessary  to  be  observed  and  my  consiousn e.w 
that  you  understood  m y meaning  on  the  most  delicate  points  without 
risking  a particular  explanation. 

1 lament  that,  no  occasion  commensurate  to  my  wishes  has  per- 
mitted me  to  'prove  how  much  I value  the  confidence  of  your  excellev- 
cy  ami  the  approbation  already  expressed  by  his  majesty's  minister. 

I have  the  honin'  to  be,  <ty'c. 

I certify  that  the  foregoing  are  the  same  referred  to  in  the  letter  rf  II. 
IV.  Hyland,  Esq.  dated  May  1st  1809,  relating  to  the  mission  in 
which  I was  employed  by  sir  James  Craig,  by  his  letter  of  instructions 
bearing  date  February  6,  1809. 

(Signed)  JOHN  HENR7 * 

No.  V. 

Mr,  Hyland  to  Mr.  J.  Henry,  1st,  May,  ’309. 

My  de."~  sir, — 'The  news  we  have  received  this  day  from  the  United 
States  will,  1 imagine,  soon  bring  you  back  to  us.  arid  if  you  arrive, 
at  Montreal  by  the  middle  of  June,  I shall  probably  have  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  you  there,  as  lam  going  up  with  sir  James  and  a large 
suite.  The  last  letters  received  from  you  are  to  the  13 th  Ajerii ; the 
whole  are  now  transcribing for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  home  where. 
they  eannolfaii  of  doing  you  great  credit,  and  I most  sincerely  hope 
they  may  eventually  contribute  to  your  permanent  advantage.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  assurances  that  no  effort  within  the  com- 
pass of  my  power  shall  be  wanting  to  this  end. 

Iam  cruelly  out  of  spirits  at  the  idea  of  old  England  truckling  to 
such  a debased  and  ace  arsed  government  as  that  of  the  United  States. 

/ am  greatly  obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  pro- 
curing the  books, though  if  Spain  falls.  I shall  scarcely  have  heart  t o 
look  into  them.  I Canada  no  more  none, but  that  lam  most  heartily 
and  affectionately  .yours, 

(Signed)  gyp  ..  ...  . H.  IV.  R. 

J.  Henry,  esq.  Boston.  k . 

Mr.  Hyland  to  Mr.  Henry,  dated  4,  May.  1809. 

My  dear  sir, — I'uu  must  consider  the  short  letter  I wrote  you  by  the 
last  post  as  altogether  unofficial,  am  I am  now  to  intimate  to  you  in  a 
more  formal  manner  our  hope  of  your  speedy  return,  as  the  object  if 
your  journey  seems,  to  the  present  at  least,  to  be  at  an  end.  Ike  hare 
London  news  by  way  of  the  river  up  to  the  6 fh  of  March , which 
tallies  to  a day  with  what  we  have  received  by  the  way  of  the  states - 
Heartily  wishing  you  a safe  and  speedy  journey  back  to  us, 

I am.  mi/  dear  sir,  most  sincerely  yours, 

' (Signed)  ' H.  IV.  R. 

Have  the  goodness  to  bring  my  books  with  yon,  though  / snail  hare 
little  spirit  to  look  into  them  unless  you  bring  good  news f rum  Spain. 
No.  VI. 

Mr.  Henry's  memorial,  to  Lord  Liverpool,  enclosed  in  a letter  to  Mr. 

Peel  of  the  13  th  June,  with  a copy  of  that  letter. 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  submits  the  following  statement 
and  memorial  to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Long  before  and  during  the  administration  of  your  Lordship's 
predecessor  the  undersigned  bestowed  much  personal  attention  io 
The  unexpected  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  feelings  of  j the  state  of  parties  and  to  the  political  measures  in  the  United 
poli  tical  men  in  this  country  in  consequence,  of  Mr.  Madison’s  States  of  An  .ev  en.  „ 

prompt  acceptance  of  the  friendly  proposals  of  Great  Britain  has  [Here  is  an  erasure  of  about  .our  hues.] 

caused  a temporary  suspension  of  the  conflict  of  parties  ; and  they  . Soon  a*  ter  the  ulfair  ol  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  when  TtisMa 
both  regard  him  with  equal  wonder  and  distrust.  They  all  ascribe  .lesty  s Governor  General  of  Bnttsh  America  had  reason  to  believe 
his  conduct  to  various  motives,  but  none  believe  him  to  be  in  ear-  \ th-u  *'v.°  countries  wouid  he  involved  ;n  a war,  anu  had  suts- 
n„st.  | nutted  to  his  Majesty  s ministers  the  a •»  angements  ol  the  English 

The  state  of  New  York  has  returned  to  the  Assembly  amnion  tv  of  pavtyin  the  United ‘States  for  an  efficient  resistance  to  the  general 
federal  members.  All  this  proves  that  au  anti-i 
cannot  rule  the  northern  states.  Two  moptjis 


I muted  to  tus  uajesty  s ministers  toe  a * angemeiits  ot  tne  r.nglisk 
ssemblvn  majority  of  party  in  the  United  States  for  an  efficient  resistance  to  the  general 
i-conmWi  i si  iacbu  i government,  which  would  probably  terminate  in  n .separation  of 
s ago  tS  rfiSf  Xr  Loe  ndnhern  states  from  the  general  conflderac yi  l.c  applied  to 
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the  undersigned  to  undertake  a mission  to  Boston  w here  the  whole 
concerns  of  the  opposition  were  managed.  The  object  of  the  mission 
to  promote  and  encourage  the  federal  party  to  jR'sjst  the  mea- 
sures of  tlie  general  government  ; to  offer  assurances  of  aid  and 
support  from  His  Majesty’s  government  of  Canada  ; and  to  open  a 
communication  between  the  leading  men  engaged  in  that  opposi- 
tion and  the  Governor  General  upon  such  a footing  as  circum- 
stances might  suggest ; and  finally  to  render  the  plans  then  in  con- 
templation subservient  to  the  views  of  His  Majesty’s  government.* 
The  undersigned  undertook  the  mission  which  lasted  from  the 
month  of  January  to  the  month  of  June  inclusive,  during  which 

Jieriod  those  pub- 

ic acts  and  legislative  resolutions  of  the  assemblies  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  were  passed,  winch  kept  the  general  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  in  check  and  deterred  it  from  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  measures  of  hostility  with  which  G.  Britain 
was  menaced. 

For  his  service  on  the  occasion  herein  recited,  and  the  loss  of  time 
and  expences  incurred,  the  undersigned  neither  sought  nor  receiv- 
ed any  compensation ; hut  trusted  io  the  known  justice  and  libe- 
rality of  his  majesty’s  government  for  the  reward  of  services  which 
could,  not,  he  humbly  conceives,  be  estimated  in  pounds,  shillings 
and  pence.  On  the  patronage  and  support  which  was  promised 
in  the  letter  of  Sir  J.  Craig  under  date  of  the  23d  January,  1309 
(wherein  he  gives  an  assurance  “ That  the  former  correspondence 
and  political  information  transmitted  by  the  undersigned*  had  met 
with  the  particular  approbation  of  his  majesty’s  secretary  of  state, 
and  that  his  execution  of  the  mission  (proposed  to  be  undertaken 
in  that  letter)  would  give  him  a claim  not  only  on  the  governor 
general  but  on  his  majesty’s  ministers”)  the  undersigned  has  relied 
and  now  most  respectfully  claims,  in  whatever  mode  the  Earl  of 
Liverpool  may  be  pleased  to  adopt. 

The  undersigned  most  respectfully  takes  this  occasion  to  state 
tnatsir  J.  Craig  promised  him  an  employment  in  Canada  worth  up- 
wards of  one  thousand  pounds  a year,  by  his  ietter,  (herewith  trans- 
mitted) under  date  of  13  Sept.  1809,  which  he  lias  just  learned  has,  in 
consequence  of  his  absence,  been  given  to  another  person.  The 
undersigned  abstains  from  commenting  on  this  transaction  ; and 
respectfully  suggests  that  the  appointment  of  Judge  Advocate  gen- 
eral of  the  province  of  lower  Canada,  with  a salary  of  five  hundred 
pounds  a year,  or  a consulate  in  the  United  States,  sine  curia,  would 
be  considered  by  him  a liberal  discharge  of  any  obligation  that  his 
majesty’s  government  may  entertain  in  relation  to  his  service. 

Copy  of  a Letter  to  Mr.  Peel,  enclosing  the  foregoing. 

SIR — I take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a memorial  addres- 
sed to  the  Earl  of  Liverpool;  and  beg  you  will  have  the  goodness 
cither  to  examine  the  documents  in  your  office,  or  those  in  my  own 
possession,  toucliing  the  extent  and  legitimacy  of  my  claims. 

Mr.  Hyland,  the  secretary  of  Sir  J.  Craig,  is  now  in  London ; 
and,  from  his  official  knowledge  of  the  transactions  and  facts  allud- 
ed to  in  the  memorial,  can  give  any  information  required_on  the 
subject. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  8tc. 

(Signed)  J.  H. 

June  13th,  1811. 

Letter  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  by  bis  Secretary  11* 
Peel,  Esq.  recognizing  Mr.  Henry’s  services,  &c. 

No.  VII. 

Dtnoning  street,  28  th  June  1811. 

SIR— I have  not  failed  to  lay  before  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  the 
memorial,  together  with  its  several  enclosures,  which  was  deliver- 
ed to  me  a few  days  since,  by  general  Loft,  at  your  desire. 

His  lordship  has'  directed  me  to  acquaint  you  that  he  has  referred 
to  the  correspondence  in  this  office,  of  the  year  1308,  and  finds  two 
letters  from  sir  James  Craig,  dated  10th  April,  and  5th  May,  trans- 
mitting the  correspondence  that  has  passed  during  your  residence  in 
the  northern  states  of  America,  and  expressing  his  confidence  Jin 
your  ability  and  judgment,  but  Lord  Liverpool  has  not  discovered 
any  wish  on  the  part  of  Sir  James  Craig,  that  your  claims  for  com- 
pensation should  be  referred  to  this  country  ; nor,  indeed,  is  allu- 
sion made  to  any  kind  of  arrangement  or  agreement  that  had  been 
made  by  that  officer  with  you. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  had  not  Sir  James  Craig  deter- 
mined ou  his  immediate  return  to  England,  it  would  have  been 
Lord  Liverpool’s  wish  to  have  referred  vour  memorial  to  him,  as 
being  better  enabled  to  appreciate  the  ability  and  success  with  w hich 
you  executed  a mission,  undertaken  at  his  desire.  Lord  Liverpool 
will,  however,  transmit  it  to  Sir  James  Craig’s  successor  in  the  gov- 
ernment, and  an  assurance,  that,  from  the  recommendations  he  has 
received  in  your  favor,  and  the  opinion  he  has  formed  on  your  cor- 
respondence, he  is  convinced  that  the  public  service  will  be  bene- 
fited by  your  active  employment  in  a public  situation. 

Lorn  Liverpool  will  also  feel  himself  bound  to  give  the  same  as- 
surance to  the  marquis  Wellesley,  if  there  is  any  probability  that  it 
will  advance  the  success  of  the  application  which  you  have  made  to 
his  lordship 

I am,  sir,  -.  our  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

[Signed)  ROBERT  PEEL. 

John  Hairy,  Esq.  27  Leicester  square. 

Mr.  Henry  to  Mr.  Peel,  September  24,  1811.  No  other  answer 
than  a dispatch  to  Sir  George  Prevost  and  the  letter  marked  B. 
No.  Till. 

London,  4th  September,  1811. 

SIR— I have  just  now  learned  the  ultimate  decision  of  my  Lord 
Wellesley  relative  to  the  appointment  which  I was  desirous  to  ob- 
tain ; and  find  that  the  subsisting  relations  between  the  two  coun- 
trics,  forbid  the  ci\  ating  a new  office  in  the  United  States,  such 
as  I was  solicitous  to  obtain.  In  tliis  state  of  things  I have  not  a 
moment  to  lose  in  Teturingto  Canada,  and  leave  taken  mv  passage 
in  the  last  and  only  ship  tliat  sails  for  Quebec  this  season.  As  I 
Slave  no  time  to  enter  de  novo  into  explanations  , with  the  gentle- 


‘ Yjtje  the  despatches  of  sir  James  Craig  h*  June  1808. 


man  who  is  in  your  office,  and  as  I have  received  assurances  from 
| you,  in  addition  to  the  letter  of  my  Lord  Liverpool,  of  the  27th 
June,  that  ‘‘his  lordship  would  recommend  me  to  the  governor  of 
■ Canada,  for  the  first  vacant  situation  that  I would  accept,”  I beg 
the  favor  of  you  to  advise  me  how  I am  to  get  that  recommendation, 
without  loss  of  time.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c.  J.  H. 
Robert  Peel,  Lsq.  ire.  dec.  ire. 

j Copy  of  a letter  written  by  lord  Liverpool,  to  Sir  George  Prevost, 
Furnished  by  the  under  Secretary  of  state.  Original  in  the  des- 
patch to  the  governor  General : 

Baronin g-xtreet , 16th  Sept.  1811 

SIR — Mr.  Henry  who  will  have  the  honor  ofdt  tit  ering  this  letter 
is  the  gentleman  who  addressed  to  me  the  memorial,  a copy  of  which 
I herewith  transmit,  and  to  whom  the  accompying  letter  from  Mr. 
Peel  was  written  by  my  direction. 

In  compliance  with  his  request,  I now  fulfil  the  assurance  w hich 
I have  given,  of  stating  to  you  my  opinion  of  the  ability  and  judg- 
ment wiiich  Mr.  Henry  lias  manifested  on  the  occasion  mentioned 
in  Ills  memorial  ; and  of  tlie  benefit  the  public  service  might  derive 
from  Ids  active  employment  in  any  public  situation,  in  w hich  you 
should  think  proper  to  place  him. 

I am.  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

« (Signed)  LIVERPOOL. 

To  Sir  George  Prevost,  Bart.  &c.  ire . 


Mr.  Hyland  to  Mr.  Henry. 

No.  X. 

Tuesday  evening,  July  2d,  1811. 

Dear  Henry— It  gives  me  real  pleasure  to  find  tliat  the  apprehen- 
sion I had  formed  with  respect  to  the  fulfilment  of  your  expecta- 
tions, is  likely  to  prove  erroneous.  As  every  thing  which  passed 
relative  to  your  mission  was  in  writing,  I think  you  w ill  do  well  in 
submitting  to  Mr.  Peel  ail  the  original  papers.  I,  myself,  could 
give  no  other  information  relative  to  tlie  subject  than  what 
they  contain,  as  you  and  I had  no  opportunity  of  any  verbal  com- 
munication concerning  it,  till  after  your  mission  terminated,  I nev- 
er wrote  you  a letter  in  the  governor’s  name,wrhich  had  not  previous- 
ly  been  submitted  to  his  correction. 

' The  impression  I had  received  uf  your  character  and  abilities 
made'me  anxious  to  serve  you,  even'  before  I had  the  pleasure  of  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  you,  and  the  same  desire  has  operated 
on  me  ever  since  ; I am,  therefore,  entitled  to  hope,  that  any  opinion 
which  I may  have  given  you,  as  to  your  best  mode  of  obtaining  an 
employment  under  government,  will  be  received  w ith  the  same  can- 
dor that  gave  rise  to  it.  I think  you  will  do  w ell  to  persevere  as 
you  propose.  I have  no  doubt  that  every  letter  from  you  which  sir 
James  sent  home,  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Peel’s  officers  tlie  established 
practice  there  is  to  bind  the  despatches  and  enclosures  yearly  up 
together. 

Sincerely  wish  ing  you  every  success,  I am  most  faithfully,  yours. 

(Signed)  H.  W.  RYLAND. 

John  Henry,  Esq. 

Lord  Liverpool's  Dispatch 

To  sir  George  Prevost,  governor  general  of  Canada,  with  its  cnclo- 
sures,  dated  16 th  September,  1811.  Downing-street. 

Sir— Mr.  Henry,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  tliis  let- 
ter, is  the  gentleman  who  addressed  to  me  the  memorial,  (a  copy 
of  wiiich  I herewith  transmit,)  and  to  whom  the  accompanying 
letter  from  Mr.  Peel  was  written  by  my  direction. 

In  compliance  with  his  request,  I now  fulfil  the  assurance 
wiiich  I have  given  of  stating  to  you  my  opinion  of  the  ability 
and  judgment  which  Mr.  Henry  has  manifested  on  the  occasion's 
mentioned  in  his  memorial,  and  of  the  benefit  the  public  service 
might  derive  from  his  active  employment  in  any  public  situation 
in  wiiich  you  should  think  proper  to  place  him. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  LIVERPOOL. 

To  sir  George  Prevost,  bart.  ire. 


Mr.  Henry’s  memorial  to  lord  Liverpool,  enclosed  in  lord  Liver - 
pool’s  dispatch . 

To  the  right  honorable,  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  the  undersigned  most 
respectfully  submits  the  following  memorial. 

Long  before  and  during  the  administration  of  your  lordship's 
predecessor,  the  undersigned  bestowed  much  personal  attention  to  the 
state  of  parties  and  political  measures  hi  the  U rutted  States  of  America , 
and  find  an  opsrtunity*  [ Here  an  erasure  of  10  or  12  lines']  and  to 
unite  the  [An  erasure  here  of  2 or  3 lines ] the  information  transmitted 
by  the  undersigned  to  sir  James  Craig,  and  by  him  to  lot'd  Castle- 
reagh, met  with  his  lordship’s  approbation ;+  and  vjhen  the  hostile 
preparations  in  the  United  States  suggested  to  sir  James  Craig  the 
necessity  of  making  corresponding  arrangements  if  precaution  and 
defence,  for  the  security  of  his  majesty's  colonies,  he  applied  to  the  un- 
dersigned to  undertake  a secret  and  confidential  mission  tS  the  north - 
ern  states  to  the  party  already  ment  ioned  ; 

to  direct  their  operations,  and  transmit  regular  information  of  the 
same,  and  to  endeavor  to  render  their  plans  subservient  to  the  inter ■> 
ests  of  Great.  Britain. t The'  undersigned  readily  undertook 
the  mission , and  spent  five  months  in  the  active  and  zealous  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  connected  with  it  [An  erasure  here  of  20  or  25 
lincsf]  which  deterred  the  general  government  from  the  purpose 
already  mentioned,  and  from  a coalition  with  France, § while  the 


* See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Henry  addressed  to  the  secretary  of  sir 
James  Craig,  and  by  him  transmitted  to  lord  in  tlie  month 

of  April,  1808. 

t See  document  No.  1,  herewith  submitted. 


i See  document  No.  1 and  2,  herewith-  submitted. 
l1  See  letter  No.  1,  of  the  series  transmitted  by  sir  J,  Craig,  loth® 
colonial  department,  under  date  February  14,1309, 
cSee  the  remainder  of  the  aforesaid  letter, 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER BRITISH  PLOT 


27 


information  which  he  transmitted  to  sir  James  Craig, probably  saved 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  arming  the  Canadian  militia.  All  this , the 


undersigned  perforated  without  ever  showing  his  commission  or 
appearing  as  an  authorised  agent— from  a thorough  conviction  that  a 


discovery  of  his  mission  would  furnish  the  French  party  •with  the 
s uj  tkstro 


means  of  destroying  the  influence  of  the  party  adhering  to  Great 
Britain  in  every  quarter  of  Ameiica,  and  enable  the  general  govern- 
ment to  go  to  war  upon  popular  and  tenable  ground. 

In  the  application  of sir  James  Craig  to  the  undersigned  to  under- 
tone t/ic  mission  aforesaid,  he  says  the  information  and  political 
observations  received  from  you  heretofore  were  all  transmitted  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  who  has  expressed  bis  particular  approbation 
of  them,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  your  able  execution  of  sucli  a 
mission  as  I have  above  suggested,  would  give  you  a claim  not  only 
on  the  governor  general  (of  B.  America)  but  on  bis  majesty’s  mi- 
nisters,” fees'*! 

The  undersigned  being  ntnv  in  England  on  his  private  affairs,  and 
on  the  eve  of  departure  for  America,  most  humbly  and  respectfully 
submits  his  claims , under  the  stipulations  aforesaid,  to  the  carl  of 
Liverpool,  in  the  confident  expectation  that  his  lordship  will  treat 
them  with  that  justice  and  liberality,  which  upon  investigation  they 
may  be  found  to  merit. 

It  may  not-  be  superfluous  to  add,  flat  the  undersigned  has  never 
received  in  any  shape  whatever  any  compensation  or  patronage  for 
the  services  he  has  rendered.  This  fact,  Mr.  Hyland , the  secretary  oj 
sir  James  Craig,  nozv  in  London, can  vouch  ; as  well  as  fur  the  truth 
of  all  the  matters  set  fnth  in  this  memoriul. 

I have  t he  honor,  c ire. 

( Signed ) J.  HENRY. 

27  Leicester-Square,June  23,  1811. 


Extract  of  the  official  letter  of  sir  James  Craig,  signed  by  Mr.  Rij- 
land,  dated  January  1809,  accompanying  lord  Liverpool's  dispatch. 

Most  secret  and  confidential. — {Miebec,  26ili  Jan.  1809. 

My  dear  sir— The  extraordinary  situation  of  things  at  this  time 
in  the  neighboring  states  has  suggested  to  the' governor  in  chief 
the  idea  of  employing  you  on  a secret  and  confidential  ^mission, 
provided  an  arrangement  cata  be  made  to  meet  the  important  end 
in  view,  without  throwing  an  absolute  obstacle  in  the  way  of  your 
professional  pursuits. 

The  information  and  political  observations  heretofore  received  from 
you  were  transmitted  by  his  excellency  to  the  secretary  of  state  who 
has  expressed  his  particular  approbation  of  them  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  your  able  execution  of  such  a mission  as  I have  above  sug- 
gested, would  give  you  a claim  not  only  on  the  governor'  generabbut 
on  his  majesty's  ministers  which  would  eventually  contribute  to  your 
advantage — At  present  it  is  only  necessary  (or  me  to  add  that  the 
governor  will  furnish  you  with  a cypher  tor  carrying  on  your  cor- 
respondence ; and  in  case  the  leading  party  in  any  of  the  states 
wish  to  open  a communication  with  this  government,  their  views 
might  be  communicated  through  you.  I am,  fee. 

(Signed)  HERMAN  W.  RYLAND. 

To  John  Henry,  esq. 


4 th  May,  1809.— I am  now  formally  to  intimate  to  you  our  hope 
of  wmr  return  •,  as  the  object  of  your  mission  seems  for  the  present, 
at  least,  to  be  abandoned.  Sincerely  wishing  you  a safe  and  speedy 
journey  back  to  us.  I am,  fee.  (Signed)  H.  W.  RYLAND,  sec. 
J.  Henry,  esq. 


Copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Peel  to  Mr.  Henry. 

D owning-street,  28 th  June,  1811. 

Sir— I have  not  failed  to  lay  before  tlie  earl  of  Liverpool  theme* 
morial,  together  with  its  several  enclosures,  which  was  delivered  to 
me  a few  days  since  by  general  Loft  at  your  desire. 

His  lordship  lias  directed  me  to  acquaint  you  in  reply  that  he  has 
referred  to  the  correspondence  in  this  office  of  the  year  1308,  and 
finds  two  letters  from  sir  James  draig,  dated  10th  April  and  15th 
May,  transmitting  the  correspondence  that  had  passed  during  your 
residence  in  the  northern  states  of  America,  and  expressing  his 
confidence  in  your  ability  and  judgment  ; but  lord  Liverpool  has 
not  discovered  any  wish  on  the  part  of  sir  James  Craig  that  your 
claims  for  compensation  should  be  referred  to  lids  country,  nor  in- 
deed is  allusion  made  to  any  kind  of  arrangement  or  agreement 
that  had  been  made  by  that  officer  with  you.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, and  had  not  sir  James  Craig  determined  on  his  immediate 
return  to  England,  it  wouid  have  been  lord  Liverpool’s  wish  to 
have  referred  your  memorial  to  him  as  being  better  enabled  to  ap- 
preciate the  ability  and  success  with  which  you  executed  a mission 
undertaken  at  his  desire  ; lord  Liverpool  will  however  transmit  it 
to  sir  James  Craig’s  successor  in  the  government,  with  an  assurance 
that  from  the  recommendations  he  has  received  in  your  favor  and 
the  opinion  he  has  formed  on  your  correspondence,  he  is  convinced 
the  public  service  will  be  benefited  by  your  active  employment  in 
a public  situation. 

Lord  Liverpool  will  also  feel  himself  bound  to  give  the  same 


assurance  to  the  marquis  Wellesley  if  there  is  any  probability  that 
it  will  advance  the  success  of  the  application  which  you  have  made 
to  his  lordship.  Iam,  sir,  fee.  (Signed)  ROBT  PEEL. 


(Signed) 


Extract  from  the  general  instructions  given  by  sir  James  Craig  to 

Mr.  Henry , dated  6th  February , 1809,  accompanying  Lord  Liver- 
pool's dispatch.  Qiiebec , 6th  February,  1809. 

Sir— As  you  have  so  readily  undertaken  the  service  which  I have 
suggested  to  you,  as  likely  to  be  attended  with  much  benefit  to  the 
public  interests,  lam  to  request  that  with  your  earliest  convenien- 
tly you  will  proceed  to  Boston. 

The  principal  object  that  I recommend  to  your  attention,  is  the 
endeavor  to  ootain  the  most  accurate  information  of  the  state  of 
affairs  in  that  pari  of  the  union,  which  from  its  wealth,  the  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants,  and  tlie  known  intelligence  and  ability  of 
several  of  its  leading  men,  must  naturally  possess  a veiy  considera- 
ble influence  over,  and  will  indeed  probably  lead,  the  other  eastern 
states  of  America  in  the  part  that  they  may  take  it  at  this  impor- 
tant crisis.  I shall  not  pretend  to  point  out  to  you  the  mode  b 
w liicb  voll  will  he  IikVlv  to  nhtain  this  imnnrtmii  inOimiotinn  . 


The  above  message  and  documents  hating  been  read,  a motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea  to  print  them. 

On  this  motion,  an  interesting  debate  took  place.  No  gentleman 
opposed  the  printing,  but  each  speaker  expressed  his  sentiments  on 
tne  transaction.  The  motion  to  print  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

A motion  was  also  made  to  refer  the  message  and  documents  to 
the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  with  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers  and  effects.  This  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  to  grant  to  tlie  committee  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  effects,  if  they  should,  o«  consideration,  think 
proper  so  to  do,  a division  took  place.  There  were  104  votes  in 
favor  of  granting  the  power,  and  10  against  it.  So  the  committee 
were  invested  with  the  power. 

The  number  of  copies  to  be  printed  was  extended  to  five  thousand 


v'  bich  you  will  be  likely  to  obtain  this  important  information.— 
Your  ow  n judgment  and  the  connections  you  have  formed  must  be 
your  guide. 

In  the  general  terms  which  I have  made  use  of  to  describe  the 
objects  which  1 recommend  to  your  attention,  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary to  observe  that  I include  the  state  of  tlie  public  opinion  both 


designs  of  that  w hich  may  ultimately  prevail. 

If  the  federalists  of  the  eastern  states  should  be  successful  in  ob- 
taining that  decided  influence  which  may  enable  them  to  direct  the 
public  opinion,  it  is  not  impossible  that  rather  than  submit  to  a 
Continuance  of  the  difficulties  and  distress  to  w hich  they  are  now 
subject,  they  will  exert  that  influence  to  bring  about  a separation 
from  the  general  union.  The  earliest  information  on  this  subject 
may  be  of  great  consequence  to  our  government;  as  it  may  also 
that  it  should  be  informed  how  far  they  would  in  such  an  event 
look  up  to  England  for  assistance  and  be  disposed  to  enter  into  a 
connexion  with  us— these  I leave  to  your  judgment  and  discretion. 

(Signed)  J,  H.  CRAIG. 

[The  letter  of  instructions  is  long,  The  above  are  the  principal 
points  in  it,  except  as  to  secrecy.] 

Extracts  of  letters  of  recalfrom  the  mission  in  consequence  of  the 
arrangement  entered  into  between  Mr.  Erskine  and  the  American 
government.  Quebec,  May,  1809. 

” The  news  we  have  received  this  day  from  the  United  States 
will,  I imagine,  soon  bring  you  back  to  us.  The  last  letters  re- 
ceived from  you  are  to  the  13th  April.— The  whole  are  now  tran- 
scribing to  he  sent  home  where  they  cannot  fail  of  doing  you  great 
credit,  and  eventually  contribute  to  unur  permanent  advanta,reJ' 
j.  Henry,  esq.  (Signed)  If.  \y.  RYLAND,  se’rv. 


National  Intelligencer  of  the  12th  inst. 
has  eight  or  nine  columns  of  the  observations  of 
different  members  of  the  house  of  representatives 
on  the  disclosures  made  by  Henry,  the  greater  part 
of  which  is  of  no  importance  whatever,  further  than 
t<?  shew  the  Sentiments  of  the  gentlemen,  as  to  the 
plotand its  agents.  Mr.  /disappeared  rather. dis- 
posed to  doubt  the  truth  of  Henry ’^statements, 
and  vindicated  his  political  friends  against  the  sup- 
position of  their  being  in  favor  of  a separation  of 
the  states.  He  hoped  the  whole  business  would  be  ! 
promptly  developed.  Mr.  Wtdgery  (of  Massachu- 
setts) would  not  undertake  to  exonerate  his  con 
stituents  from  implication  in  this  business — the 
matters  stated  in  the  documents  so  exactly  coincided 
with  the  conduct  of  some  gentlemen  in  the  quarter 
in  which  he  lived.  lie  wished  the  message  to  be  print  - 
Mr.  Ghobson  considered  it  as  honorable  to  the 


ed. 


eastern  states  that  the  business  of  the  agency  had 
failed.  One  important  fact,  however,  was  manifest— 
that  the  British  government  has  long  meditated  th,e 
separation  of  these  states,  and  had  actually  attempted 
to  carry  thir  design  into  execution.  Mr.  Quine' 
.hanked  Mr.  Gholson  for  the  view  he  had  taken 
the  subject — he  disavowed  ail  knowledge  of  anj 

design  in  the  eastern  states  to  sever  the  union it 

had  been  spoken  of  as  a thing  to  be  feared,  but  no 
as  intended  to  be  attempted.  " Mr.  Rhea  wished  th| 
papers  printed,  and  Mr.  Seylert  proposed  to  hav 
5000  struck  oft.  Mr.  IV right  hoped  the  busincsf 
would  be  acted  upon  with  temper,  prudence  aff 
coolness — he  protested  against  attributing  to  an;’ 
party  the  disposition  supposed  to  exist  i«  our  cour 


try.  lie  was  not  'disposed  to  give  consequence  tj 


the  affair — he 


wanted  to  hear  more  respecting  XJ 
Mr.  1 roup  considered  the  paper.?  as  importail 


1 See  dqciunem  No.  I , herewith  submitted. 


merely  to  put  the^eoi  1c  on  their  guard, and  r 

sir  .James  Craig’s  friendly-  letter  wfonnio 


importai 
notice 
of] 
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contemplated  attack  by  the  Indians,  while  he  him- 
self was  engaged  to  promote  a separation  of  the 
states!  Mr.  Randolph  was  in  favor  of  print- 
ing the  papers,  that  correct  copies  of  them  might 
be  given  to  the  people.  The  matier  demand- 
ed enquiry,  and  he  wished  it  developed.  But  he 
would  give  no  pledge  that  on  Henry’s  testimony, 
he  “ would  condemn  men  of  high  minds  and  fair 
fame.”  He  proposed  that  the  whole  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  &c.  He  was 
followed  by  Mr.  Fisk  ; — as  the  sketch  of  his  speech 
has  mo  repoint  than  all  the  rest,  we  annex  it 
Mr.  Fisk  said,  that  the  remarks  which  had  been  made  by  gen- 
tlemen induced  him  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  house  to  give 
some  information,  and  make  a few  observations,  relative  to  the 
subject  now  under  consideration.  This  Mr.  Henry  was  an  Eng- 
lishman, but  had  long  resided  in  this  country  ; so  long,  that  he 
had  obtained  a captaincy  in  the  army  raised  in  the  year  1798  ; he 
was  a man  of  gentlemanly  deportment,  and  reputed  good  moral 
character  ; that  he  (Mr,  Fisk)  and  his  colleague  ( Mr.  Strong)  weli 
remembered  when  he  passed  through  Burlington,  in  the  spring  of 
1803,  and  that  his  object  was  at  that  time  much  suspected  to  have 
been  what  he  now  states  ; but  as  a politician,  he  was  thought  by 
the  republicans  to  have  been  a firm  believer  in  the  British  maxim, 
“ that  the  end  smjsiitWs  the  means and  the  federal  party  enjoyed 
♦he  full  benefits  of  his  principles  and  labors,  while  he  lived  in  Ver- 
mont. Sir,  gentlemen  say  that  he  is  a traitor,  a spy,  and  there- 
fore what  he  here  relates  *is  not  entitled  to  credit.  However  dis- 
honorable a transaction  like  this  may  be  deemed  by  our  govern- 
ment, whose  motives  and  conduct  are  directed  and  squared  by  the 
principles  of  morality  and  justice,  yet  I believe  it  is  not  thought 
so  very  disgraceful  in  the  British  government,  as  to  be  beneath 
her  first  characters  to  undertake.  Sir,  was  the  mission  to  Copen- 
hagen to  destroy  that  cits',  murder  the  innocent  inhabitants,  and 
rob  the  Danes  of  their  'fleet,  a more  honorable  one  than  this  ?— 
Certainly  not : and  vet,  sir,  the  famous  Mr.  Jackson,  who  went  on 
that  mission,  was  considered  worthy  of  being  a minister  to  this 
country,  where  he  was  caressed  and  highly  esteemed  by  some ; and 
performed  both  missions  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  Jus  master. 
Why,  sir,  can  gentlemen  seriously  doubt  the  truth  of  the  facts 
stated  by  this  Mr.  Henry,  when  they  have  it  froth1  the  highest  au- 
thority, that  the  former  British  minister,  Mr.  Erskine,  while  here 
at  this  very  time,  was  in  the  same  business  this  Henry  was  sent  to 
nertorm  ? In  a letter  written  by  that  minister  to  his  government, 
and  published  by  its  order,  he  tells  them,  “ I have  endeavored,  by 
the  most  strict  a nd  diligent  enquiries  into  th  eviertos  and  strength  of 
the  federal  partv,  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  they  would  be  willing 
and  able  to  resist  the  measures  of  the  party  in  power,  and  how  far 
they  could  carry  the  opinions  of  this  country  along  with  them  in 
their  attempts  to  remove  the  embargo,  without  recurring  to  hosti- 
lities against  both  Great  Brit  ain  and  France.”  Ami  again  he  tells 
them  in  his  letters  of  the  15th  February,  1800,  when  speaking  of 
, the  divisions  which  then  agitated  this  country,  and  the  opposi- 
tion made  to  the  laws  by  the  people  of  the  eastern  states,  “ tue  ul- 
timate consequences  of  such  differences  and  jealousies  arising  be- 
tween the  eastern  and  southern  states,  would  inevitably  tend  to  a 
■dissolution  of  the  union,  which  has  been  for  some  time  talked  of,  and 
Ins  of  late,  as  I have  heard,  been  seriously  contemplated  by  many 
of  the  leading  people  in  the  eastern  division.” 

Now,  sir,  when  the  British  minister  was  on  this  business  by  or- 
der of  his  government,  is  it  extraordinary  or  incredible  that  this 
Henry  should  be  sent  on  the  same  errand  by  Governor  Craig  ? The 
jccurrences  of  those  times  place  the  fact  out:  of  doubt.  I perfectly 
•ecoliect,  that  on  my  return  home  from  this  place,  in  March,  1809, 
[ was  informed  of  this  Henry  having  passed  through  the  country, 
md  it  was  then  conjectured  that  he  was  on  the  very  business  which 
le  now  states.  But,  say  gentlemen,  he  libels  and  calumniates  the 
government.  Why,  sir,  lie  does  not  more  so,  than  has  often  been 
jorie  on  this  floor  by  a gentleman  not  now  present,  or  than  has  been 
lone  for  years  by  one  description  of  presses  and  newspapers  in  this 
bun  try. 

'This’ division  of  the  Union  is  not  anew  subject.  As  early  as  the 
ime  the  Jay  treaty  agitated  this  country,  I saw  two  Nos.  In  the  Cen- 
inal,  printed  at  Boston,  holding  out  the  idea  of  a separation  of  the 
: sites.  I am  very  far  from  believing  it  was  ever  the  wish  of  a great 
ody  of  the  federal  party,  or  that  they  would  knowingly  join  the 
nemies  of  this  country,  to  effect  such  a purpose,  but  that  there  are 
ime  who  call  themselves  federalists,  and  who  in  principle  and  feel- 
tg  are  Englishmen,  that  would  do  it,  I have  nc  doubt. 

From  the  very  nature  of  things,  all  monarchical  and  despotic  gov 
•ninents  must  always  be  inimical  to,  and  seek  the  destruction  of, 
is  government,  while  it  remains  a free  one ; and  the  only  means  of 
t'ecting  this  is  by  fomenting  divisions  among  us,  angering  one  par- 
against  the  other,  and  thereby  dividing  the  Union.  I believe 
is  have  been  the  constant  object'of  the  British  government  from 
edateofour  treaty  of  peace  until  now,  and  they  will  always  join 
e minority,  be.  its  political  character  what  it  may.  And  I humbly 
■pe  this  occurrence  will  be  received  as  a solemn  admonition  by  all 
vzens  of  this  country  to  unite  in  support  of  their  own  government 
d liberties:  and  convince  them  in  what  estimation  they  are  held, 
t withstanding  the  professions  of  friendship  mad?  towards  this 
int  ry  by  the  British  government  and  its  agents. 

‘Messrs.  Macon , Johnson,  Stanford,  Key,  Boyd 
d Milner  made  a few  remarks.  Genera!  credence 
Reared  to  be  given  to  the  representations  of 


Henry  ; the  condrtcl  of  the  president  In  laying  them, 
before  congress  was  approved.  Mr.  Macon , allud- 
ing to  Blount’s  conspiracy,  said  this  was  the  second 
attempt  of  Great-Britain  to  dissolve  the  union. — 
May  we  not  reasonably  suppose,  said  he,  that  she 
moved  the  prophet  ? He  was  for  giving  credit  to  a 
man  who  had  been  in  the  confidence  of  the  first 
secretary  state  of  the  British  government  and  the 
governor-general  of  Canada.  He  verily  believed 
that  Henry  had  told  the  truth.  Mr.  Johnson  con- 
sidered Canada  as  “ rogues’  harbor,”  and  saw  in 
the  documents  additional  reasons  for  attacking  it. 
Mr.  Key  professed  his.  belief  that  every  description 
of  persons  in  this  country  will  rally  round  the 
constitution  ; and  said  that  foreign  nations  erred  in 
their  opinions  of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  o! 
the  United  States.  The  observations  of  the  other 
gentlemen  contained  nothing  particular. 

The  motion  for  printing  being  unanimously 
agreed  to,  some  conversation  arose  as  to  investing 
the  committee  of  foreign  relations  with  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers.  Mr.  Grundy  stated, 
what  was  his  impression  as  to  the  course  he  should 
incline  to  pursue  as  a member  of  the  committee  of 
foreign  relations,  if  these  papers  should  be  referred, 
as  proposed,  to  that  committee.  If  any  engage- 
ment, express  or  implied,  had  taken ^>lace  between 
the  administration  and  Mr.  Henry,  mat  he  should, 
be  tree  from  detention,  &c.  he  should  not,  as  one  of 
the  committee,  consent  to  violate  that,  engagement. 

The  question  on  reference  was  carried  unani- 
mously. 

The,  question  to  clothe  the  committee  with  com- 
pulsory power  was  carried,  J01  to  10. 

Tuesday,  March  \ 0. — Mr.  Wright  reported  the 
bill  from  the  senate  to  establish  a quarter-mas- 
ter’s department  and  for  other  purposes,”  with  a- 
mendments.  Committed  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  house. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  St 
Clair  was  read  a third  time  and  passed.  Yeas  67 — 
Nays  39. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  removal  of  the  causes 
depending  in  the  respective  district  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  case  of  the  disability  of  the 
judges  thereof,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  “ concerning  the  en- 
rolling and  licensing  of  steam  boats,”  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate , to  the  navy  bill 
were  referred  to  the  naval  committee. 

Wednesday,  March  11. — A motion  was  made  bv 
Mr.  Rhea  to  discharge  the  committee  to  whom  it 
was  referred,  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
letter  of  Cowles  Mead,  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  Mississippi  territory,  enclos- 
ing a presentment  of  the  grand  jury  of  Baldwin 
county,  against  judge  Toulmin  ; but  several  gen- 
tlemen expressing  a desire  to  have  some  report 
from  the  committee,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  for  payment  to  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands  southwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  repealing  the  tenth 
section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M‘Kim  to  postpone 
the  bill  until  June  next — motion  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mississippi  territory. — On  motion  of  Mr. 
Poindexter,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair,  on 
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the  bill  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  ter 
ritoryto  form  a constitution  and  state  government, 
and  for  the  admission  of  such  state  into  the  union, 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states.  Alter 
making  some  progress  the  committee  rose  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 

For  Thursday's  proceedings  see  last  page. 

IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  l\larch  10. — The  resolutions  yesterday 
offered  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles, 
modified  to  read  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  any 
information  may  be  in  his  possession,  and  which  in 
^lis  judgment  may  be  communicated  without  injury 
to  the  public  interest,  respecting  the  names  of  any 
and  all  persons  in  the  United  States,  who  have,  in 
any  way  or  manner  whatever,  entered  into,  or  most 
remotely  countenanced,  the  project  or  the  views, 
for  the  execution  or  attainment  of  which  John 
Henry  was,  in  the  year  1809,  employed  by  sir  Jas 
Craig,  then  Governor  General  of  the  British  pro- 
vinces in  North  America,  and  which  have,  this  day 
been  communicated  to  the  Senate  of  the  U.  States. 

And,  after  debate,  the  question  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution  Was  decided  in  the  affirmative  as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Campbell  of 
Ohio ; Campbell  of  Ten.  Cutts,  Dana,  German, 
Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Smith  of 
Md.  Smith  of  N.  Y.  'fait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var 
iium. — -24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Con- 
dit,  Crawford,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  R o bins oiqi  Wor- 
thington.— 9. 


An  appeal  to  the  people  ! 

The  government  of  the  United  States  is  a gov- 
ernment of  the  people  : It  is  so  constituted,  that  “at 
the  call  of  the  law  every  man  ought  to  rally  round 
the  standard  of  thelaw,  and  unite  in  common  efforts 
for  the  common  good,”  regarding  the  concerns  of 
the  state  as  his  own  individual  business.  It  is  an 
association  of  citizens,  originating  in  necessity,  held 
together  by  interest,  and  cemented  by  its  happy  ef- 
fects. If  we  pay  taxes — it  is  for  ourselves.  If  we  go 
to  war,  we  fight  for  our  ourselves.  We  have 
neither  prince  , nor  nobles,  nor  ‘placemen,  nor  pen- 
sioners ; we  support  none  ivhose  interest  is  opposed 
to  the  interest  of  the  people  ; for  all  are  of  the  people, 
amenable  to  the  same  laws  and  influenced  alike  by 
circumstances.  The  taxes  go  into  a common  fund 
to  subserve  the  common  purposes- — and,  to  defend 
their  lives  from  the  tomahawk ,,  their  persons  from 
the  pressgang,  their  government  from  the  as  ox,  and 
their  property  from  theft — and  to  maintain  and  to 
preserve  the.  rights  that  “ God,  nature  and  com- 
pact have  given  to  America,”  the  people  will  man 
fully  contend.  The  cause  is  their,  own. 

We  have  arrived  at  a momentous  crisis.  The 
events  of  the  times  have  drawn  us,  as  it  were,  into 
a corner;  we  have  tried  every  honest  means,  and 
resorted  to  every  honorable  measure,  o preserve 
peace,  without  restraining  the  violence  of  the  oppres- 
sor : negociation  has  been  attempted  until  the  theme 
almost  becomes  disgusting:  the  powers  of  reason* 
of  truth  and  argument  have  failed  :--nothing  re- 
mains but  submission  or  resistance : Unhappy  al- 
ternatives ! 

1 am  not  about  to  dilate  on  the  countless  wrongs 


we  have  suffered ; to  speak  of  the  thousands  of  our 
citizens  horribly  kidnapped,  or  the  millions  of 
property  feloniously  taken  away.  Ljiouo'h  on  these 
may  be  found  in  the  speeches  of  congress — lei  us 
come  to  the  point. 

The  government  of  the  United  States,  it  appears, 
has  become  sensible  of  the  melancholy  truth  that 
peace,  with  honor  and  safety,  cannot  be  longer 
preserved  ; though  the  Mesaing  has  been  sought  even 
in  the  valley  of  humiliation.  The  president  on  se- 
veral occasions,  assuming  a due  responsibility,  has 
recommended  that  the  nation  should  be  placed  “ in 
an  armor  and  attitude  demanded  by  the  crisis,”  and 
comporting  with  the  spirit  of  the  people  ; and  con- 
gress has  made  some  progress  therein,  after  a great 
deal  of  useless  debate,  and  destructive  delay.  But 
something  is  wanted  to  enspirit  our  government, 
timorous  of  reciprocating  the  confidence  the  people 
have  placed  in  it.  Let  them  have  proof,  that  if  they 
do  their  duty  we  will  do  ours.  It  has  been  satiri- 
cally said  that  “ most  men  carry  these  patriotism  in 
their  pockets  by  the  pocket,  then,  let  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  people  be  tested. 

I have  no  greater  love  for  the  budget  of  taxes  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  Ways  and  means,  and 
‘since  adopted  by  the  house  of  representatives,  than 
, Mr.  Gholson  had  for  the  duty  on  salt — yet,  like 
him,  1 would  swallow  the  whole  dose,  though  as 
hemlock,  rather  than  the  work  of  resistance  should 
lail  ; and  am  satisfied  that,  on  this  principle,  the 
people  will  cheerfully  pay  any  tax  whatever — even  a 
tax  upon  the  light  of  heaven.  I think  that  other 
means  less  perplexing  might  have  been  reported  to 

but  submit  to  the  superior  intelligence  of  con- 
gress, and  am.  prepared  to  meet  my  quota  of  the 

sums  to  be  raised.  I would  do  more  than  this 

I would  at  once  replenish  the  treasury,  and  give 
immediate  energy  to  the  government : thus,  instant 
icparation  for  wrongs  might  be  made;  or  prompt 
measures  be  taken  to  compel  redress.  In  either 
ca->e,  the  cause  of  humanity  would  be  promoted. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  weighty  considcra- 
tions  ; esteeming  the  government  as  a mere  , associa- 
tion of  the  people  for  the  better  management  of 
their  own  concerns,  and  feeling  myself  an  integral 
part  thereof,  I propose,  that  in  every  countv,  citv, 
town,  township  and  district  of  the  United  States, 
a subscription  shall  be  opened  for  the  free  gifts 
of  the  people,  under  the  superintendance  of 
patriotic  and  responsible  individuals— but  the  mo- 
ney so  raised  shall  be  retained  until  congress  de- 
clares war;  or  until  letters  ot  marque  and  reprisal 
tire  actually  granted.  If  neither  event  takes  place 
within  a limited  time,  the  monies  paid  shall  revert 
to  the  subscribers. 

i o descend  from  a general  proposition  to  a pai> 
ticular  application,  let  there  be  a public  meeting  o( 

the  citizens  of  Baltimore  f city  and  countv)  on 

next.,  lor  the  purpose  of  talcing  this  matter  into 
consideration,  It  the  project  is  worthy  ot  support, 
let  a set  of  resolutions  of  the  following  import  be 
adopted  ; after  which  the  minor  arrangements  will, 
of  course,  be  made. 

Whereas  it  is  intimated  to  us  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  in  both  houses  of  con- 
gress assembled,  that  the  “nation  should  be  put 
ia  an  armorand  attitude  demanded  by  the  crisis”— 
and  that  an  appeal  to  arms  may  he  expected  !o 
maintain  the  rights  and  secure  the  safety  and  inde- 
pendence of  our  beloved  country,  though  every 
honest  and  honorable  effort  has  been  made  to  pre- 
serve its  peace  with  ail  the  world,  and  wV h great  Fri- 


so 
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tain  especially — And  whereas  the  government  ap- 
pears to  want  present  means  to  adopt,  with  due  en- 
ergy, the  proper  plans  of  defence,  from  the  low 
state  of  the  treasury,  whose  ordinary  supplies  have 
failed  through  the  hostile  edicts  and  unwarrantable 
conduct  ©f  the  British  government — Be  it  therefore 
unanimously  resolved. 

I.  That  subscription  papers  for  the  free  gifts  of 
the  people  of  Baltimore  city  and  county  be  imme- 
diately opened,  in  every  ward,  hundred,  or  district 
thereof. 

II.  That  a grand  committee,  consisting  of  seven 
gentlemen  for  the  city  and  seven  for  the  county  of 
Baltimoi'e,  be  appointed,  who  shall  have  the  gene- 
ral superintendance  of  the  affairs  of  this  contribu- 
tion, with  power  to  appoint  a president  out  of  their 
own  body,  or  the  people  at  large,  and  to  select  for 
their  treasurer  some  person  of  known  patriotism 
and  unquestioned  responsibility,  taking  bonds,  if 
thought  necessary,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  enjoined. 

III.  That  in  every  ward,  hundred  or  other  dis- 
trict of  the  said  city  and  county  of  Baltimore,  there 

be  appointed  sub  committees,  consisting  of 

gentlemen  of  known  patriotism,  probity  and  indus- 
try, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  present  a subscription 
paper  to  the  citizens  resident  in  their  several  wards, 
hundreds  or  districts,  under  the  direction  of  the 
grand  committee,  to  whose  treasurer,  a return  of  the 
contributors,  with  the  monies  collected,  shall  be 
made,  at  least,  weekly. 

IV.  And  if  it  should  happen  that  from  a change 

in  our  foreign  relations,  or  from  any  other  cause, 
that  the  congress  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
declare  war  within from  the  date  here- 

of, or  actually  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
that  the  sums  of  money  so  contributed  shall  revert 
again  to  the  people  though  the  same  mediums. — 

But  if  any  shall  remain  unclaimed months, 

the  amount  thereof  shall  be  appropriated  by  the 
grand  committee  to  some  suitable  object  or  objects, 
at  their  discretion!-  Public  notice,  as  well  by  the 
sub-committees,  in  the  first  instance,  and  by  the 
grand  committee,  in  the  second  instance,  being 
given,  in  all  the  public  papers  of  Baltimore,  for 

days,  calling  upon  the  people  to  demand 

their  several  amounts  subscribed  and  paid,  deduct- 
ing therefrom  so  much  per  centum  as  the  grand 
committee  may  believe  necessary  to  defray  any  ex- 
pences  for  printing,  clerk-hire,  &c.  incurred. — 
And  if  at  any  time,  in  the  opinion  of  the  grand 
committee,  anterior  to  the  expiration  of  the  said 

term  of the  state  of  our  country 

should  be  such  as  to  induce  them  to  believe  the 
money  will  not  be  required  by  government,  they 
may,  at  discretion,  refund  it. 

V.  That  in  all  cases  of  subscriptions  of  fifty 
dollars,  or  upwards,  from  any  individual  or  indivi- 
duals, approved  endorsed  notes  may  be  taken  by 
the  sub-committees,  as  their  judgment  may  direct, 
conditioned  for  the  just  and  full  payment  thereof 

within  days  after  notice  from  the  grand 

committee  in  the  said  public  papers,  that  the  money 
will  be  exacted;  subject,  nevertheless,;  in  the  re- 
verse case,  to  such  proportion  of  the  expences  as 
may  be  incurred  in  carrying  this  matter  into  effect. 
Which  blank  notes  and  all  the  other  necessarv  pa- 
pers and  vouchers  shall  be  prepared  by  the  grand 
committee  andplacedin  thehands  ofthesub-commit 
tees,  under  such  regulations  as  they  may  deem  ad- 
visable. No  subscriptions  of  less  than  one  dollar 
to  be  received — and  on  all  under  fifty,  the  cash  to  be 
paid  at  the  time  of  subscribing. 


The  above  may  be  sufficient  to  give  a general  idea 
of  the  matter.  Though  the  government  is  poor,  the 
people  are  the  richest  of  any  community  on  the  globe. 
They  have  not  been  oppressed  by  taxes,  their  earn- 
ings have  been  appropriated  to  their  own  purposes, 
and  may  be  drawn  forth  as  the  exigenc  es  of  the 
times  demand.  How  honorable  wouli  it  be  to  this 
country,  to  raise  in  this  manner,  all  that  the  go- 
vernment might  want  for  the  first  moments  of  war, 
if  war  must  ensue  !■ — How  honourable  to  Baltimore 
to  take  the  lead  of  the  generous  exertion  ! — What 

a useful  example  would  it  afford  to  mankind  ! 

What  a lesson  to  kings! 

There  are  hundreds  of  patriotic  individuals  who, 
by  the  system  of  taxation  adopted,  will  not  be  com- 
pelled to  contribute  one  cent,  that  want  opportuni- 
ty of  shewing  their  zeal.  Thousands  who  cannot 
leave  their  business  and  families  to  fight,  would 
gladly  promote  the  comfort  of  those  who  take  the 
field,  and  will  engage  to  make  an  annual  contribu- 
tion, if  thought  expedient,  during  the  period  of  war. 
It  is  probable  that  10  o'r  15  millions  might  thus  be 
raised  in  less  than  three  months — with  such  a stay 
and  support,  the  government  may  be  able  to  com- 
mand the  peace — if  not,  to  strike  a blow  that  will 
restore  it. 

If  it  should  be  attempted  to  carry  this  project  into 
effect  let  all  distinctions  in  society  be  carefully  avoid- 
ed. . The  Americans  are  not  that  divided  people  that 

pretenders  to  patriotism  represent  them  to  be. 

However  we  may  differ  as  to  our  domestic  concerns, 
there  will  be  no  question  on  the  resistance  of  foreign 
aggressions.  I speak  generally.— Instead  of  enquir- 
ing whether  a man  is  a republican  or  a federalist,  let 
us  ask,  “ is  be  honest,  is  he  capable,  is  he  faithful 
to  the  constitution  ?” 


The  plot  to  dismember  the  union 

Occupies  the  present  Register.  The  importance 
of  the  documents  that  develope  it,  and  the  interest 
they  are  calculated  to  excite  in  the  mind  of  every 
man,  renders  apology  unnecessary  for  the  omis- 
sions of  many  articles,  in  type,  designed  to  give 
variety  to  the  number.  A supplement  will  be  is- 
sued next  week.  There  is  no  foreign  or  domestic 
news  of  importance. 

It  is  not  our  present  intention  to  comment  upon 
the  contents  of  the  president’s  message  : each  indi- 
vidual will  read  it — and  judge  for  himself.  We  are 
however  inclined  to  believe  that  Henry  made  fur- 
ther progress  than  has  yet  been  disclosed  ; and  so 
conclude  from  the  language  held  in  some  of  the 
Boston  papers  about  the  time  of  his  mission.  But 
heaven  forbid,  that  we  should  suppose  the  federal 
party  or  any  other  party,  would  advocate  the  charit- 
able project  of  the  British  ministry.  Among  the 
twelve  apostles  was  a traitor — he  betrayed  his  mas- 
ter with  a kiss. 

That  the  government  of  Great  Britain  should 
attempt  a dissolution  of  the  union,  has  excited  no 
surprize — they  did  so  once  before  ; and  the  present 
ministry  are  generally  believed  capable  of  attempt- 
ing any  thing.  At  home  and  abroad  they  have  the 
reputation  of  being  the  vilest  and  weakest  adminis- 
tration that  can  direct  the  affairs  of  that  or  any 
other  country.  That  the  project  should  fail  is  not 
wonderful  : the  traitors  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  though  they  have  made  much  noise, 
were  always  contemptible  for  numbers  and  strength 
The  high  handed  measures  in,  Boston  and  its  neigh- 
borhood in  1809,  alarmed  no  body  but  the  tenth 
congress.— We  said  then-— and  we  repeat  the  decla- 
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ration  now.  Massachusetts  in  herself — nay  Mar 
blehead  and  a few  neighboring  towns,  contained 
physical  force  enough  to  disperse  the  whole  con- 
templated “ northern  confederacy.”  The  federalists 
of  Bouton  would  have  done  it. 

Henry,  the  hero  of  this  most  horrible  intrigue, 
was  a captain  in  the  provisional  army  of  the  United 
States,  in  1798  (see  Mr.  Fisk’s  speech,  page  28). 
We  are  further  informed  that  he  is  the  man  who 
caused  his  company  of  soldiers  to  labor  many  days 
to  overturn  the  rock  so  romantically  situated  at 
Harper’s  ferry,  and  which,  from  Mr.  Jefferson’s 
living  picture  of  the  superb  scenery  of  that  place  in 
his  notes  on  Virginia,  was  called  “ Jefferson’s  rock.” 
This  fact  shews  the  pitiful  spirit  that  actuated  the 
wretch  at  that  time,  and  in  addition  to  his  treason  to 
the  hatchers  of  treason , prevents  us  from  giving  him 
the  least  credit  for  his  disclosures,  though  we  be 
lieve  every  word  therein  contained,  as  probable  in 
itself  and  supported  by  indubitable  proofs.  Of  the 
further  history  of  this  agent  we  have  heard  some 
curious  rumors,  which  if  they  appear  substantiated 
by  enquiry  shall  be  laid  before  our  readers  in  the 
next  number.  He  is  stated  to  be  a man  of  very  gen- 
tlemanly deportment,  great  address  and  winning 
manners. 

It  is  said  in  the  papers  inimical  to  the  present  ad- 
ministration, that  the  whole  is  a finesse  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  effect  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Madison, 
&c.  and  the  Federal  Republican  of  this  place  insinu- 
ates that  Henry  received  $50,000  from  government 
for  his  discoveries.  Some  say  that  he  left  the  U. 
States  in  the  Wasp , which  ship  sailed  a few  days 
ago  for  France  with  despatches — we  know  no  reason 
to  accept  either  of  these  suppositions. 

The  following  is  from  the  National  Intelligencer 
of  Thursday. 

“ It  is  understood  that,  immediately  on  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Mon- 
day evening,  the  committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
convened,  and  agreed  to  meet  again  on  the  same 
evening,  on  the  subject  of  the  President’s  Message 
that  day  referred  to  them.  They  met  accordingly, 
and,  We  learn,  the  authenticity  of  the  papers  trans- 
mitted by  Mr.  J.  Henry  to  the  department  of 
state,  was  established  beyond  question,  the  sig- 
natures of  lord  Liverpool,  Mr.  Peel,  sir  Jas.  Craig, 
&c.  being  recognized  as  genuine.  Of  this  fact  We 
never  entertained  a doubt,  but  are  induced  to  state 
it,  because  the  committee  not  having  (as  we  under- 
stand) determined  to  require  the  personal  atten 
dance  of  Mr.  Henry,  possibly  may  not  make  any 
specific  report  on  this  subject.” 


Exportation  of  Specie. 

Memorandum.  In  the  year  1811,  the  astonishing 
sum  of  '$2,960,000  was  shipped  from  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  alone,  to  Canton  and  Calcutta — being 
perhaps  about  one  half  of  the  whole  amount  export- 
ed in  that  year  from  the  United  Stale*  to  Asia. 

For  Cant-on , in  the  ship  Atalanta,  $500,000 — the 
Pekin,  340,000 — the  South  Carolina,  140,000 — the 
Pacific,  180,000 — the  China  Packet,  420,000 — total 
from  Philadelphia  to  Canton,  $1,580,000. 

For  Calcutta , in  the  Dorothea  $475,000 — the  At- 
las, 325,050 — the  Superior.  330,000 — the  Coroman- 
del, 250,000— total  to  Calcutta,  $1,330,000  ; Grand 
total,  $2,960,000. 

The  Pekin  sailed  from  New- York,  but  the  funds 
went  from  Philadelphia, 


Late  bank  of  the  U.  States. 
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Bills  and  notes 

3,413,325 

Do.  lying  over 

90,100 

Do.  in  suit 

434,325 

Bonds  and  mortgages 

232,417 

Funded  debt 

4,115 

Real  estate 

529,437 

Bills  of  exchange 

117,354 

Specie 

6,039,764 

Due  from  state  banks 

1,280,024 

Expences 

16,952 

Suspence  account 

15,046 

$12,222,759 

10,000,000 

150,000 

72.518 
54,498 
28,081 

541,029 

937,050 

81.518 
357,357 

10,699 


$12,222,759 

We  understand  from  a letter  received  in  town, 
that  the  stockholders  have  determined  upon  a divi- 
dend on  the  first  of  June  next,  when  it  is  expected 
from  60  to  70  per  cent,  will  be  paid  upon  the  capital. 

( Fed.  Rep . 


Pleasing  sketch  of  Zanesville. 

Zanesville  is  the  seat  of  justice  in  Muskingum 

county,  Ohio. Scarce  seven  years  have  elapsed, 

since  the  spot  on  which  the  town  stands  was  in. 
wood — there  are  at  this  time,  between  two  and 
three  hundred  dwelling  houses,  and  about  a thou- 
sand inhabitants. — By  several  laws  of  the  last  session 
of  the  legislature,  two  bridges  are  to  be  built  across 
the  river,  each  of  which  are  in  considerale  for- 
wardness  a dam  across  the  river  and  a canal 

through  the  town  are  authorised — and  a bank,  the 
capital  of  which  is  not  to  exceed  half  a million  of 
dollars  is  established. — It  is  situated  on  the  east  side 
of  Muskingum  river,  and  from  the  many  natural 
and  local  advantages  it  possesses,  bids  fair  to  be  the 
greatest  manufacturing  town  in  the  western  coun- 
try. 

Iron,  ore  and  stone  coal  are  in  great  abundance  ; 
a furnace  and  forge  have  been  in  operation  near  two 
years,  and  the  face  of  the  country  brightens  with 
future  prospects. 

Zanesville , Feb.  27, £ 1812. 

Miscellaneous. 

Indian  force. — From  several  concurring 
monies  we  .are  led  to  conclude,  that  the  Indian 
force  which  attacked  gov.  Harrison  on  the  Wabash, 
consisted  of  about  700  men  ; of  whom  more  than 
one  third  were  killed. 

Arms  in  Virginia. — An  official  communication 
from  the  governor  of  Virginia  to  the  legislature 
says,  there  “ are  now  on  hand  in  the  arsenal  and  in 
excellent  order,  16,000  stand  of  arms,  beside  a 
very  large  number  distributed,  and  also  150  pieces 
of  ordnance-.” 


Capital 
Estate  fund 
Divided  in  public  debt 
Bank  stock 
Interest  received 
Contingent  fund 
Notes  in  circulation 
Deposited  by  government 
Do.  by  individuals 
Profit  and  loss 
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Philadelphia,  March  10, — The  democratic 
members  of  tbc  Pennsylvania  legislature,  on  Sa 
turday  evening,  formed  a ticket  for  electors  of  pre 
oldent  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States.  The 
most  perfect  cordiality  and  unanimity  pervaded  the 
meeting.  They  resolved,  without  a dissenting 
voice,  that  James  Madison  be  supported  as  presi 
dent,  and  George  Clinton  as  vice-president  of  the 
United  States. 

Our  late  London  papers,  (says  the  United  States 
Gazette,)  are  almost  litevally  filled  with  accounts 
of  nightly  robberies,  thefts,  and  murders,  which  ap- 
pear to  have  increased  to  such  a degree,  not  only 
in  the  metropolis,  bat  also  in  the  provincial  towns, 
.and  even  in  the  country,  as  to  excite  a universal 
alarm.  Writers  for  the  journals  are  occupied  in 
discussing  the  best  means  of  improving  the  police, 
and  the  courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction  are  filled 
with  the  accused. 

Carlisle,  February  12. 

Professor  Cooper, — We  state  with  great  regret  a 
most  calamitous  accident  which  occurred  yesterday 
at  the  college  to  this  eminent  chemist  and  mineralo- 
gist. lie  had  been  healing  a solution  of  Bismuth 
in  aqua  regia  and  nitrous  fumes  had  collected  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  vial.  When  attempting  to  take 
the  cork  out  which  was  tighter  than  expected,  to 
let  them  off,  the  contents  exploded  with  greatnoise. 
The  professor  was  instantly  struck  blind  and  con- 
tinued in  the  greatest  anguish  for  many  hours,  al- 
though he  had  immediately  tlie  best  surgical  aid — 
great  appprehensions  were  at  first  entertained  that 
he  had  lost  his  sight.  We  understand  this  morning, 
his  sight  will  be  regained. 

A statement  of  the  military  stores  belonging  to 
the  state  of  New- York  has  been  published — the  total 
brass  ordnance,  mounted  on  flying  and  field  car- 
riages is  149  pieces,  all  complete  for  service  ; 94  of 
which  are  distributed  among  the  several  volunteer 
artillery  companies.  There  are  also  14  pieces  iron 
ordnance,  mounted  on  new  constructed  carriages, 
for  Park  use,  4 brass  mortars,  and  one  pair  brass 
one  pounders  ; and  81  pieces  of  heavy  cannon  lor 
garrison  use,  56  of  which  are  mounted  at  Fort 
Richmond,  at  the  Narrows,  with  powder,  balls, 
A.C.  in  abundance.  In  the  different  arsenals  are 
preserved  11,327  stands  of  arms,  7,580  equipments, 
and  378,000  cartridges.  The  quantity  of  arms  in 
the  hands  of  the  militia  is  not  mentioned. 

To  every  friend  of  useful  knowledge  throughout  the 
state  of  Virginia . 

The  subscriber  has,  for  several  vears,  devoted  his 
leisure  hours  to  the  collection  of  materials  for  a 
Natural JUstory  of  Virginia.  Labour  of  a pleasing 
nature,  is  now  more  than  ever  necessary  to  his 
mind  ; and  henceforth,  he  will  prosecute,  with  more 
activity  and  regularity  than  his  late  sphere  of  duty 
allowed,  his  researches  . on  so  interesting  a subject. 
With  this  object  in  view,  he  solicits  auxilary  infor- 
mation from  the  enlightened  and  the  liberal  through- 
out the  state. — Communications  (postpaid) respect 
ing  anv  part  of  the  Zoology,  Botany,  Mineralogy, 
-Geology,  Meteorology,  &c.  of  Virginia,  directed  to 
him,  or  for  him  to  Mr.  Samuel  Pleasants,  in  Rich- 
mond, shall  be  received  with  respect  and  gratitude. 
Natural  curiosities  of  any  sort,  specimens  of  rare  or 
valuable  productions,  young  plants,,  seeds  of  trees, 
shrubs  and  herbs,  deemed  either  ornamental  or  j 
useful,  would  also,  if  transmitted  free  from  all  ex-j 
pence:;  greatly  conduce  to  the  accomplishment  of1 


the  subscriber's  design.  Gentlemen  residing  cu 
or  near,  the  bank  of  James’  river,  and  its  principal 
branches,  might  conveniently  send  such  objects,  io 
be  deposited  with  Mr.  Pleasants.  From  t lie  con- 
sciousness of  promoting  a plan,  which  may  eventu- 
; ally  benefit  society,  such  gentlemen  would  derive  u 
: reward  worthv  of  good  hearts,  and  expanded  minds, 
j To  expatiate  on  the  advantages  of  natural  know- 
ledge, were  an  insult  on  the  understanding  of  those 
: to  whom  the  present  appeal  is  made.  Nor  is  it  ne- 
cessary to  offer  specific  qiur  s:  jih.cIi  e.»s  to 

describe  the  method  of  taking  up,  and  safely  con- 
veying plants,  &c.  Suffice  it  to  be  observed  that 
all  civilized  countries,  and,  in  particular,  some  of 
our  sister  states  have  warmly  patronized  similar 
pursuits  ; and  that  botanic  cplleetions  now  emi- 
nently splendid,  and  extensively  usetul,  have  for  the 
most  part,  originated  in  the  humble,  but  zealous 
and  persevering-efforts  of  individuals.  By  estab- 
lishing with  botanists  of  his  acquaintance  in  the 
United  States,  the  West  Indies,  and  Europe,  the 
beneficial  system  of  exchange,  the  subscriber 
hopes  that,  if  obligingly  aided,  he  will,  in  a few 
years,  be  able  to  exhibit,  at  least,  the  rudiments  of 
a botanic  garden.  At  the  same  time,  he  will  pro- 
secute, with  other  objects  of  immediate  utility,  the 
completion  of  his  long  intended  natural  histonj  of 
Virginia.  L.  II.  Giuardin. 

Richmond,  February  17,  1812. 

John  Johnson,  esquire,  late  Indian  agent  at 
Fort  Wayne,  has  furnished  the  governor  with  a list 
of  the  number  of  Indians  of  every  description  with- 
in the  state  of  Ohio — which  he  states  to  be  correct, 
viz.  550  Ottovvays, 

300  Wyandots, 

250  Senecas. 

200  Muncevs  and  Delawares, 

700  Shavvanoese, 

2,000  Total.  (Ohio  Messenger. 

Governor  Meigs  has  received  from  the  secretary 
at  war  commissions  of  officers  for  2 companies  o ; 
Rangers — to  be  raised  and  paid  by  the  United  States 
— they  are  designed  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
Indians  on  our  frontiers  and  protect  the  outer  settle- 
ments. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  12. — The  business  transacted 
to-day  was  mostly  local  and  uninteresting. 

Mr.  Harper  submitted  a resolution  for  enquiring 
into  the  state  of  the  public  printing,  and  report  the 
necessary  regyjktions  for  its  government  in  future  ; 
adopted.  ■ 

Mr.  Hall  7of  Geo.)  called  for  the  consideration 
of  his  resolution,  relative  to  permitting  the  direct 
tax  to  be  paid  by  articles  of  domestic  manufacture, 
for  the  use  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 
lost,  29  for  it. 

The  bill  for  forming  the  people  of  the  Mississip- 
pi territory  into  a state — occupied  the  remainder  ot 
the  day,  when  the  committee  rose,  reported  pro- 
gress, &c. 

£3- The  contents  of  the  present  number  will  be 
found  uncommonly  interesting  and  important. 

The  editor  thanks  many  of  his  friends  for  remem- 
bering that  the  laborer  is  worthy  his  hire 

Mr.  Abraham  C.  She  it  on  has  klmllv  undf  taken  to 
act  as  the  agent  of  this  work  at  Chalk  bevel,  [Va.] 
| and  its  neighborhood.  He  is  authorised  to  receive 
i what  is  due,  and  will  transmit  the  same  to  tlie  editor. 
‘ The  title  and  index  accompanies  this  rnimbwy 
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Legislature  of  Kentucky,  Jan.  10. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  RELIGION. 

The  committee  of  Religion  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petitions  of  sundry  persons  respecting  the 
people  called  Shakers,  have  according  to  order, 
had  the  subjects  of  the  same  under  consideration 
— and  beg  leave  to  report — 

Without  regard  to  religious  persuasions,  sects 
or  faith,  of  any  particular  denomination  whatever, 
your  committee  recommend  to  the  consideration  and 
adoption  of  the  house,  the  following  resolutions — 
1st.  Resolved,  that  an  open  renunciation  of  the 
marriage  vow  and  contract  and  total  abstinence 
from  sexual  and  connubial  intercourse,  agreeably  to 
the  intentions  and  objects  of  matrimony,  ought  to 
be  provided  against  by  law. 

2d  Resolved,  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  for  the  competent  support  of  the  wife  out  of  the 
husband’s  estate,  when  abandoned  by  him  under 
such  circumstances. 

3d  Resolved,  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  by 
law,  for  the  competent  support  of  children,  out  oi 
their  father’s  estate,  where  they  shall  be  by  such  fa- 
ther abandoned  under  like  circumstances. 

4th  Resolved,  That  guardians  ought  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  children  of  husbands  so  abandoning 
their  wives,  who  should  have  the  care  of  the  persons 
and  estates  of  such  children. 

5th  Resolved,  That  when  a wife  is  so  abandoned 
she  ought  by  law  to  be  permitted  to  acquire  and  hold 
property  as  a feme  sole — as  as  well  as  to  have  reason- 
able parental  control  over  her  children,  by  the  hus 
band  so  renouncing  the  marriage  contract — And 
when  prayed  for,  she  should  have  divorce  granted, 
without  its  benefits  being  extended  to  the  husband 
so  abandoning  her. 

In  adopting  the  foregoing  resolutions  your  com- 
mittee are  not  unmindful  that  religious  tenets,  are 
not  the  subjects  of  legislative  or  judicial  interference. 

They  entertain  too  high  respect  for  their  country, 
this  legislative  body,  and  themselves  to  recommend 
any  measure  contravening  these  golden  provisions 
of  our  constitution,  which  declare-*-*4  That  all 
men  have  a natural  and  indefeasible  right,  to  wor 
ship  Almighty  God , according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
own  consciences — that  no  human  authority  ought, 
in  any  case  whatever,  to  controul  or  interfere  with 
the  right  of  conscience. 

Your  committee  can  butregret,thatin  all  ages  and 
countries,  individuals  have  been  found,  too  ready 
to  condemn  all  other  sects  and  persuasions,  save 
that  adopted  by  themselves,  should  they  have  adopt- 
ed any. 

These  unfortunate  individuals,  wanting  the  be 
nign  influence  of  Christianity,  become  odious  them- 
selves, by  that  inteference  which  prompts  their  ex- 
ertions to  bring  odium  on  others.  It  is  tpe  good  for- 
tune of  the  real  Christian,  that  in  our  enlightened 
day,  this  intolerance  recoils  back  on  thS  intolerant 
— and  thus  while  working  their  own  destruction, 
they  make  the  rays  of  Christianity  stnhe  but  the 
brighter. 


With  these  sentiments,  your  committee  leave  the 
Shakers,  and  all  other  sects  to  pursue  uninterrupt- 
ed, the  distates  of  their  own  consciences — leaving 
their  religious  creed  to  the  approbation  or  disappro 
bation  of  themselves,  and  their  God. 


Case  of  the  schooner  Exchange, 

o 

From  the  National  Intelligencer. 

This  interesting  cause  was  argued  last  week,  in  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  now  in  session,  by  Mr.  Dali  ax,  attor- 
ney of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. 
JHinkney,  attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  upon  one  side,  and 
by  Mr.  Hare  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Harper  ot  Baltimore,  upon 
the  other.  The  case  was  this— on  the  24th  of  August  last  John 
MiFadon  and  William  Creel  ham,  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  i.led 
their  libel  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  Stotts,  lor  the  o> strict 
of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  schooner.  Exchange,  setting  forth  that 
they  were  the  sole  owners,  on  the  27th  of  October  1809,  when  she. 
sailed  from  Baltimore,  bound  to  St.  Sebastians  in  Spain.  That 
while  lawfully  and  peaceably  pursuing  her  voyage,  she  was  on  tiie 
30th  of  December  1810,  violently  and  forcibly  taken  by  certain  per- 
sons, acting  under  the  decrees  and  orders  of  Napoleon,  emperor  of 
the  French,  out  of  the  custody  of  the  libellants,  and  their  captain 
and  agent,  and  was  disposed  of  by  those  persons,  or  some  of  them* 
in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  libellants,  and  of  rise  laws  ot  na- 
tions in  that  behalf.  That  she*  had  been  brought  into  the  port  of 
Philadelphia  and  was  then  in  the  jurisdiction  of  that  conn,  in  pos- 
session of  a certain  Denis  M.  Beg  on,  her  reputed  captain  or  mas- 
ter. That  no  sentence  or  decree  of  condemnation  had  been  pro- 
nounced against  her,  by  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  ; but 
that  the  property  of  the  libellants  in  her  remained  unchanged  and 
in  full  force.  They  therefore  prayed  the  usual  process  oi'  the  court 
to  attach  the  vessel  and  that  she  might  be  re  stored  to  them. 

Upon  this  libel  the  usual  process  was  issued  returnable  on  the 
30th  of  August  1811,  which  w:*s  executed  and  returned  according- 
ly, but  no  person  appeared  to  claim  the  vessel  in  opposition  to  tie 
libellants.  On  the  6th  of  September  the  usual  proclamation  vat 
made  lor  all  persons  to  appear  and  show  catise  why  the  said  vessel 
should  not  be  restored  to  her  former  owners,  but  no  person  ap* 
peared. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  a like  proclamation  was  made,  but  na 
appearance  was  entered. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  Mr.  Dallas,  the  attorney  of  the  U. 
States,  for  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  (at  the  in- 
stance of  the  executive  department  of  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  as  it  is  understood)  filed  a suggestion,  to  the  following 
effect: 

Protesting  that  he  does  not  know,  and  does  not  S'*  it  the  truth 
of  the  allegations  contained  in  the  libel, -he  suggests  gives  tha 
court  to  understand  and  be  informed, 

That  inasmuch  as  there  exists  between  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica and  Napoleon,  emperor  of  the  French  and  king  cf  Italy,  ike. 
&c.  a state  of  peace  and  amity  ; the  public  vessels  oi  his  said  im- 
perial and  royal  majesty,  conforming  to  the  laws  of  nations,  andi 
laws  of  the  said  United  States,  may  freely  enter  the  ports  ami  har- 
bors of  the  said  United  States,  and  at  pleasure  depart  therefrom 
without  seizure,  arrest,  detention  or  molestation.  That  a certain 
public  vessel  described  and  known  as  the  Balaou,  or  vessel.  No.  5, 
belonging  to  his  said  imperial  and  royal  majesty,  and  actually  em- 
ployed in  his  service  under  the  command  of  the  Sieur  Begon,  upon 
a voyage  from  Europe  to  the  Indies,  having  encountered  great 
stress  of  weather  upon  tile  high  seas,  was  compelled  to  enter  the 
portef  Philadelphia,  for  refreshment  and  repairs,  about  tlie22dof* 
July  1811.  That  hating  entered  the  said  port  from  necessity  and 
not  voluntarily ; having  procured  the  requisite  refreshments  and 
repairs,  and  having  conformed  in  all  things  to  the  law  of  nations, 
and  tiie  laws  of  the  United  States,  was  about  to  depart  from  the 
said  port  of  Philadelphia,  and teV  resume  her  voyage-  in  the  service 
of  his  said  imperial  and  royal  majesty,  when  on  the  24th  of  August 
1811,  she  was  seized,  arrested  and  detained  in  pursuance  of  the 
process  of  attachment  issued  upon  the  prayer  of  the  libellants.— 
That  the  said  public  vessel  has  not,  at  any  time,  been  violently 
and  forcibly  taken  or  captured  from  the  libellnuts,  their  captain 
and  agent  on  the  liigh  seas  a-,  prize  of  war,  ox  otherwise  ; bnt  that 
if  the  said  public  vessel,  belonging  to  Iris  said  imperial  and  rojal 
majesty  as  aforesaid,  ever  was  a vessel  navigating  under  the  flag  of 
the  United  States,  and  possessed  by  the  lib -Hants,  citizens  thereof, 
as  in  their  libel  is  rdledged  (which  nevertheless  the  saiJ  attorney 
does  not  admit)  the  property  of  the  libellants,  in  the  said  vessel 
was  seized  and- divested,  and  the  same  became  vested  intis  impe- 
rial anil  royal  majesty,  within  a port  of  his  empire,  or  of  a country 
occupied  by  liis  arms,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  ot  tilt-  United  States, 
and  of  any  particular  state  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
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d erees  and  laws  of  France.  in  such  case  provided.  And  the  said 
attorney.  submitting,  whether,  in  consideration  of  the  premises, 
the  court  will  take  cognizance  of'  the  case,  respectfully  prays 
that  the  court  will  be  ph  ased  to  order  and  decree  that  the  process 
of  attachment,  heretofore  issued,  be  quashed ; that  the  libel  be 
dismissed  with  costs ; and  that  jjthe  said  public  vessel,  tackle, 
&c.  belonging  to  his  imperial  and  royal  majesty  be  released,  &e. 
And  the  said  attorney  brings  here  into  court  the  original  commis- 
mj/1  of  the  said  Sicvr  Bcgoti,  fee. 

On  the  27th  of  September  1811,  the  libellants  filed  their  answer 
to  tii  e suggestion  of  the  district  attorney,  to  w hich  they  except, 
because  it  does  not  appear  to  be  made  for  or  on  behalf, "or  at  the 
instance  of  theUiijted  States,  or  any  other  body  politic  or  person. 

Theyaver  that  the  schooner  is  not  a public  vessel  belonging  to 
his  imperial  and  royal  majesty*  but  is  the  private  property  of  the 
libellants.  They  deny  that  she  was  compelled  by  stress  of  weather 
to  enter  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  or  that  she  came  otherwise  than , 
voluntarily;  and  trait' the  property  of  the  libellants  in  the  vessel 
never  was  divested,  or  vested  in  his  imperial  and  royal  majesty  with- 
in a port,  of  his  empire  or  of  a country  occupied  by  his  arms. 

Thu  district  attorney  produced  the  affidavits  of  the  Sieur  Begov 
and  the  French  consul  verifying  the  commission  of  the  captain,  and 
stating, the  fact,  that  the  public  vessels  of  the  emperor  of  France 
never  earry  with-  them  any  other  document  or  evidence  that- they 
belong  to  him,  than  his  flag,  the  commission,  and  the  possession  of 
his  officers. 

In  the  commission  it  was  stated  that  the  vessel  was  armed  at 
Bayonne. 

Or-  the  4th  of  October  1811,  the  district  judge  dismissed  the  libel 
with  costs,  upon  the  ground  that  the  public  armed  vessel  of  a fo- 
reign sovereign,  in  amity  with  our  government  is  not  subject  to 
the  ordinary  judicial  tribunals'  <jf  the  country,  so  far  as  regards 
the  question  of  the  title  by  which  such  sovereign  claims  to  hold  the 
vessel. 

From  this  sentence  the  libellants  appealed  to  the  circuit  court, 
where  it  was  reversed,  on  the  28th  of  October, T811. 

From  this  sentence  of  reversal  the  district  attorney  appealed  to 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  where  the  cause  was  fully 
and  ably  argued. 

On  the  2d  of  March  1812,  the  opinion  of  the  court,  (all  the  judges, 
being  present)  was  delivered  as  follows : by  MARSHALL,  chief  jus. 

THE  SCHOONER  EXCHANGE, 

vs. 

John  M‘Fadon  and  William  Greetham . 

This  case  involves  the  very  delicate  and  important  inquiry, 
■whether  an  American  citizen  can  assert  in  air  American  court  a 
tine  to  an  armed  national  vessel,  found  within  the  waters  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  has  been  considered  with  an  earnest  solicitude, 
that  the  decision  may  conform  to  principles  of  the.  national 
and  municipal  law  by  which  it  ought  to  be  regulated. 

In  exploring  an  unbeaten  path,,  with  few,  if  any,  aids  from  pre- 
cedents or  written  law,  the  court  lias  found  it  necessary  to  rely 
much  on  general  principles,  ami  on  a train  of  reasoning  fbun- 
dexl  on  cases  in  some  degree  analogous  to  this. 

The  jurisdiction  of  courts  is  a branch  of  that  which  is  possessed 
by  the  nation  as  aimpdependent  sovereign  power. 

The  jurisdietip.it of  the  nation  within  its  owns  territory  is  ne- 
cessarily exclusive  and  absolute.  It  is  susceptible  of  no  limitation 
not  imposed  by  itself.  Any  restriction  upon  it,  deriving  validity 
from  ah  external  source,  would  imply  a diminution  of  its  sove- 
reignty to  the  extent  of  the  restriction,  and  an  investment  of  that' 

, sovereignty  to  the  same  extent  in  that  power  which  could  impose 
such  restriction.  x * 

All  exceptions,  therefore,  to  the  full  and  complete  power  of  a 
nation  within  its  own  territories,  must  be  traced  up  to  the  consent 
of  the  nation  itself.  They  can  flow  from  no  other  legitimate 
source. 

This  consent  may  he  either  express  or  implied.  In  the  latter 
case,  it  is  less  determinate,  exposed  more  to  the  uncertainties  .of 
construction  ; blit,  if  understood,  not  less  obligatory. 

The  world  being  composed  of  distinct  sovereignties,  possessing 
equal  rights  and  equal  independence,  whose  mutual  benefit  is  pro- 
moted l>y  intercoufse  with  each  other,  and  hv  an  interchange  of 
those  good  offices  which  humanity  dictates  aud  its  wants  require,- 
all  sovereigns,  have  consented  to  a relaxation  in  practice,  in  cases, 
under  certain  peculiar  circumstances,  t of  that  absolute  and  com- 
plete jurisdiction  within  their  respective  territories  which  sove- 
reignty confers. 

Tills  consent  may  in  some  instances  be  tested  by  common  usage 
and  by  common  opinion,  growing  out  of  that  usage. 

A nation  would  justly  be  considered  as  violating  its  frith,  al- 
though that  faith  aught  not  be  expressly  plighted,  which  should 
suddenly  and  without  previous  notice,  exercise  its  territorial  pow- 
ers in  a manner  not  consonant  to  the  usages  and  received  obligations 
of  trie  cjvihzed  world. 

This  full  and  absolute  territorial  jurisdiction  being  alike  the  attri- 
bute of  every  sovereign*  and  bring  incapable  of  conferring  extra 
territorial  power,  would  not  seem  to  .contemplate  toragh'  sover- 
eigns nor  their  sovereign  rights  as  its  object-;,  _ One  sovereign 
being  in  no  respect  amenable  to  another  ; and  being  bound  by  obli- 
gations of  the  highest  character  not  to  degrade  theuliguity  of  his 
nation  bv  placing  himself  or  its  sovereign  rights  within  the j uric- 
diction  of  another,  can  be  supposed  to  enter  a foreign  territory  only 
under  an  express  lichnee,  or  in  the  confidence  that  the  immunities 
belonging  to  his  independent  sovereign  station,  though  not  express- 
ly stipulated,  are  reserved  by  implication,  and  will  extended  to 
him. 

This  perfect  equality  and  absolute  independence  of  sovereigns, 
and  this  common  iiu eres  t i » ipeU'aig  them  to  mutual  intercourse,  aud 
an  interchange  efigood  offices  with  each  other,  have  given  rise 
to  a class  of  cases  in  which  every  sovereign  is  understood  to  w ave 


the  exercise  of  a part  of  that  complete  exclusive  territorial  jurii 
diction  which  has  been  stated  to  bethe  attribute  of  every  nation. 

i-st.  One  of  these  is  admitted  to  be  the  exemption  of  the  person  of 
the  sovereign  from  arrest  or  detention  w ithin  a foreign  territory. 

Ifheenttrs  that  ttrriloiy  with  the  knowledge  aiidlleenc;  of  its 
sovereign,  that  licence,  although  containing  no  stipulation  exempt- 
ing bis  person  from  arrest,  is  universally  understood  to  imply  such 
stipulation. 

Why  has  the  whole  civilized  World  concurred  in  this  construc- 
tion? " Tiie  answer  cannot  he  mistaken.  A foreign  sovereign  is 
not  understood  as  intending  to  subject  himself  to  jurisdiction  in- 
compatible with  his  dignity  and  the  dignity  of  hi  nation,  and  it  is  to 
avoid  tills  subjection  that  the  licence  has  been  obtained.  The  cha- 
racter to  whom  it  is  given,  and  the  object  for  which  it  is  granted, 
equally  require  that  it  should  be  construed,  to  impart  full  security 
to  the  person  who  has  obtained  it.  This  security,  however,  need 
not  be  expressed ; it  is  implied  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case* 

Should  one  sovereign  enter  the  territory  of  another  w ithout  the 
consent  of  that  other,  expressed  or  implied,  it  would  present  a ques- 
tion vyhich  does  not  appear  to  be  perfectly  settled,  a decision  of  which 
is  not  necessary  to  any  conclusion  to  which  the  court  may  come  in 
the  cause  unde  r consideration.  If  he  did  not  thereby  expose  himself 
to  the  territorialjurisdiclion  of  the  sovereign  whose  dominions  he  had 
entered,  it  would  seem  to  be  because  impliedly  all  sovereigns  im- 
plicitly engage  not  to  avail  tYiemseives  of  a power  over  tluir  equals 
which  a romantic  confidence  in  their  magnanimity  has  placed  in 
their  hands, 

2d.i  A second  case*,  standing  on  the  same  principles  with  the  first, 
is  the  immunity  which  all  civilized  nations  allow  to  foreign  min- 
isters. 

Whatever  may  be  the  principle  on  which  this  immunity  is  estab- 
lished, whether  we  consider  him  as  in  the  place  of  the  sovereign 
he  represents,  or  by  a political  fiction  suppose,  him  to  be  extra-ter- 
ritorial* and,  therefore,  in  point  of  law,  not  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  sovere  ign  at  whose  court  he  resides ; still  the  immunity  itself 
is  granted  by  the  governing  power  of  the  nation  to  which  the  min- 
ister is  deputed.  This  fiction  of  e.\-temtoriaIityjjeould  not  be  erect- 
ed aiid  supported  against  the  will  of  the  sovereign  of  the  territory. 
He  is  supposed  to  assent  to  it. 

The  consent  is  not  expressed.  It  is  true  that  in  some  countries 
and  in  this  among  others,  a special  law  is  enacted  for  the  case.  But,, 
the  law  obviously  proceeds  on  the  idea  of  prescribing  the  punish- 
ment of  an  act  previously  unlawful,  not  of  granting  to  a foreign 
minister  a privilege  which  he  would  not  otherwise  possess. 

The  assent  of  the  sovereigns'  to  the  very  important  ai  >.d.  extensive 
exemptions frpm  territorial  jurisdiction  which  are  admitted  to  at- 
tach to  foreign,  ministers,  is  implied  from  the  considerations  that, 
w ithout  such  exemption,  every  sovereign  would  hazard  his  own 
dignity  by  employing  a public  minister  abroad.  His  minister  would 
owe  temporary  and  local  allegiance  to  a foreign  prince,  and  would 
be  less  competent  to  the  object  of  his  mission.  'A  sovereign  corn.-* 
miftingthe  interest  of  his  nation  with  a foreign  power  to  the  care 
of  a .person  whom  he  has  elected  for  that  purpose,  cannot  intend  to 
subject  his  minister  in  any  degree  to  that  power  ; and,  therefore, 
a consent  to  receive  him,  implies  a consent  that  he  shall  possess 
those  privileges  which  his  principal  intended  he  should  retail— pri- 
vileges width  are  essential  to  the  dignity  oi  his  sovereign,  and  to  the 
duties  he  is  bound  to  perform 

In  what  cases  a minister,  by  infracting  the  laws  of  the  country  in 
which  he  resides,  may  subject  himself  to  other  punishment  than  will' 
he  inflicted  by  Ins  own  sovereign,  is  an  inquiry  foreign  to  the  pre- 
sent purpose^.  If  his  crimes  be  such  as  to  render  him  amenable  to 
the  local  jurisdiction,  it  must  be  because  they  forfeit  the  privileges 
annexed  to  his  character  ; and  theSfejdnister,  by  violating  the  con- 
ditions under  which  lie  was  receivefrlp  the  representative  of  a foreign 
sovereign,  has  surrendered  the  immunities  granted  on  those  con- 
ditions ; or,  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  original  assfent, 
lias  ceased  to  be  entitled  to  them. 

3d.  A third  case  in  which  a sovereign  is  understood  to  cede  a 
portion  of  his  territorial  jurisdiction  is,  when,  lie  allows  the  troops 
of  a foreign  prince  to  pass  through  his  dominions. 

In  such  casey  without  any  express  declaration  w aving  jurisdiction 
over. the  army  to  which  this  right  of  passage  has  been  granted,  the 
sovereign  who  should  attempt  to  exercise  it  would  certainly  -be  con- 
sidered as  violating  his  faith.  By  exercising  it.  the,  purpose  for 
which  thefree  pa-wage  Was  grafted  would  be  defeated,  and  a por- 
tion of  the  military  force  of  a foreign  independent  nation  would  be 
diverted  from  those Rational  objects  and  duties  to  which  it  was  ap- 
plicable, sind  would,  be  withdrawn  from  the  control  of  the  sovereign 
whose  power  and  whose  safety  might  greatly  depend  on  retaining 
the  exclusive  command  and  disposition  of  this  force.  The  grant 
of  a free- passage  therefore  implies  a waving  of  all  jurisdiction  over 
the  troops  during  their  passage,  and  permits  the  foreign  general  to 
usetliat  discipline  and  to  inflict  those  punishmepts  which  the  gov- 
ernment of  his  army  may  require. 

But  if,  without  such  express  permit,  mi  army  should  be  led  through 
thfi  territories  of  a foreign  prince,  might  the  j urisdiction  of  the 
tevmtory  be  rig’.  tfuily  exercised  over  the  individuals  composing  this 
army  ?.  f : ' • 

VV  ithout  doubt,  a inilita  w force  can  never  gain  immunities  of  any 
■other  description  than  those  which  war  gives,  by  entering  a foreign 
territory  against  the  will  of  its  sovereign.  But  if  his  consent,  in- 
stead  of  being  expressed  by  a particular  license,  be  expressed  by  a 
general  deciarat  cm  piat  foreign  troops  may  pass  thro’  a specified 
tract  of  county >V  a distinction  between  such  general  permit  and  a 
particular  licen  e is  not  perceived.  It  w ould  seem  reasonable  that 
every  immunity  w hick  would  be  conferred  by  a special  licence,  would 
bein’  like  manrvjr  conferred  hr/  such  general  permit. 

We  h ave  see!  t that  a licence  to  i>ass  through  a territory  implies 
immunities  not  expressed,  and  it  is  material  to  enquire  why  the  li- 
cence it  self  may  not  be  presumed  ? 
it  is  obvious  tip.it  the  passage  of  au  army  through  a foreign  territory 
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will  probably  be  at  all  times  inconvenient  and  injurious,  and  would  oft- 
en be  imminently  dangerous  to  the  sovereign  through  whosedomin- 
ions  itpassed.  Such  ^practice  would  breakdown  some  ofthe  most  de- 
cisive distinctions  between  peace  and  war,  and  would  reduce  a na- 
tion to  the  necessity  of  resisting  by  war  an  act  not.  absolutely  hostile 
in  its  character,  or  of  exposiug  itself  to  the  stratagems  and  frauds  ol 
a power  whose  integrity  might  be  doubted,  and  who  might  enter  the 
country  under  deceitful  pretexts.  It  is  for  reasons  like  these  that  the 
general  licence  to  foreigners  to  enter  the  dominions  -of  a friend- 
ly power,  is  never  understood  to  extend  to  a military  three  ; and 
an  army  marching  into  the  dominions  ol'  smother  sovereign,  may 
justly  be  considered  as  committing  an  act  of  hostility ; and,  if  not 
opposed  by  force,  acquires  no  privilege  by  its  irregular  and  im- 
proper conduct.  It  may  well  however  be  questioned  whether  any 
other  than  the  sovereign  power  ofthe  state  he  capable  of  deciding 
that  such  military  commander  is  without  a licence. 

But  the  rule  which  is  applicable  to  armies,  does  not  appear  to  lie 
equally  applicable  to  ships  of  war  entering  the  ports  ol'  a friencliy 
■ power.  The  injury  inseparable  from  the  march  of  an  army  thro’ 
an  inhabited  country,  and  the  dangers  Often,  indeed  generally,  at- 
tending it,  do  not  ensue  from  admitting  a ship  of  war,  without  special 
licence,  into  a friendly  port.  A different  rule  therefore  with  res- 
pect to  this  species  of  military  force  has  been  generally  adopted.— 
If,  for  reasons  of  state,  the  ports  of  a nation  generally,  or  any  parii- 
ticuiar  ports  be  closed  against  vessels  of  war  generally,  or  the  ves- 
sels ot  any  particular  nation,  notice  is  usually  given  of  such  deter- 
mination. If  there  be  no  prohibition,  the  ports  of  a friendly  na- 
tion are  considered  as  open  to  the  public  ships  of  all  powers*  with 
whom  it  is  at  peace,  and  they  are  supposed  to  enter  such  ports  and 
to  remain  in  them  while  alio  .red  to  remain,  under  the  protection 
of  the  government  ofthe  place. 

In  almost  everyinstance,  the  treaties  between  civilized  nations 
contain  a stipulation  to  this  effect  in  favor  of  vessels  driven  in  by 
stress  of  weather  or  other  urgent  necessities.  In  such  cases  the 
sovereign  is  bound  by  compact  to  authorise  foreign  vessels  to  enter 
his  ports.  The  treaty  binds  him  to  allow  vessels  in  distress  to  find 
a refuge  and  asylum  in  his  ports,  and  this  is  a licence  which  he  is 
not  at  liberty  to  retract.  It  would  be  difficult  to  assign  a reason 
tor  withholding  from  a licence  thus  granted,  any  immunity  from 
local  jurisdiction  which  would  be  implied  in  a special  licence 
If  there  be  no  treaty  applicable  to  the  case,  and  the  sovereign, 
from  motives  deemed  adequate  by  himself,  permits  his  ports  to  re- 
main open  to  the  public  ships  of  foreign  friendly  powers,  the  con- 
clusion seems  irresistible  that  they  enter  by  his  assent.  And  if  they 
enter  by  his  assent  necessarily  implied,  no  just  reason  is  perceived 
by  the  court  for  distinguishing  this  case  from  that  of  vessels  which 
enter  by  express  assent. 

In  all  tlie  cases  of  exemption  which  have  been  reviewed,  much 
has  been  implied,  but  the  obligation  of  what  was  implied  has  been 
found  equal  to  the  obligation  of  that  wliieh  was  expressed.  Are 
these  reasons  for  denying  the  application  of  this  principle  to  ships 
of  war  ? 

In  i his  part  ofthe  subject  a difficulty  is  to  be  encountered,  the  se- 
riousness of  which  is  acknowledged  but  which  the  court  will  not  at- 
tempt to  escape. 

Those  treaties  which  provide  for  the  admission  and  safe  departure 
of  public  vessels  entering  a port  from  stress  of  weather  or  other  ur- 
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they  are,  it  may  be  urged,  in  the  same  condition  with  merchant  ves- 
sels entering  the  same  port  for  the  purposes  of  trade  who  catmot 
thereby  claim  any  exemption  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  coun- 
tin'. It  may  be  contended,  certainly  with  much  plausibility  if 
not  correctness,  that  the  same  rule  and  same  principle  is  applicable 
to  public  and  private  ships  ; and  since  it  is  admitted  that  private 
'Ships  entering  without  special  licence  become  subject  to  the  local 
jurisdiction,  it  is  demanded  on  what  authority  an  exception  is  made 
In  favor  of  ships  of  war  ? 

It  is  by  no  means  conceded  that  a private  vessel  reallv  availing 
herself  of  an  asylum  provided  by  treaty,  and  notattemping  to  trade 
would  become  amenable  to  the  local  jurisdiction  unless  she  com- 
mitted some  act  forfeiting  the  protection  she  claims  under  com- 
pact. On  the  contrary,  motives  may  be  assigned  lor  stipulating 
and  according  immunities  to  vessels  in  cases  of  distress,  width 
would  not  be  demanded  for  or  allowed  to  those  which  enter  volun- 
tarily and  for  ordinary  purposes.  On  this  part  of  the  subject, 
however,  the  court  does  not  mean  to  indicate  any  opinion.  The 
may  possibly  occur,  and  ought  not  to  be  prejudged. 

Ajt  bout  deciding  how  far  such  stipulations  in  favor  of  distressed 
vessels  as  are  usual  in  treaties,  may  exempt  private  ships  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  place,  it  may  safely  be  asserted  that  the  whole 
seasoning  upon  winch  such  exemption  has  been  implied  on  other 
cases,  applies  With  lull  force  to  the  exemption  of  ships  of  war  in 


consideration  furnishes  an  additional  argument  which  comnh-t  lv 
establishes  the  independency  of  a public  minister.  If  it  cannot  Ve 
reasonably  presumed  tnat  his  sovereign  means  to  subicct  him  to 
toe  autaonty  ol  the  prince  to  whom  he  i!  sent,  the  latter,  in  re- 
ceiving the  minister,  eomMWc  v ■ . 


of  in- 
tacit 


ig  the  minister,  consents  to  admit  him  on  the  fooun 
dependency  ; and  thus  there  exists  between  the  princes 
convention  wmenjnv^  a new  force  to  the  natural  obligation.” 
Equally  impossible  is  it  to  conceive,  whatever  may  be  the  con- 
struction as  to  private  shjjps„that  a prince  who  stipulates  a Passage. 
t°:.r,UOT  °*  t”  a^'lu,a  for  his  ships  of  war  in  distress,  should 
^CCt  or  h,s  liavy  to  the  jurisdiction  of  a fo. 

11  Vns  ?anno1  be  presumed,  the  sovereign  ofthe 
port  muff  be  considered  as  having  conceded  the  privilege  to  the 
ciCfeut  ui  which  it  must  have  been  understood  to  be  asxeu* 


To  the  court  it  appears  that  where,  without  treaty,  the  ports  of  a 
nation  are  open  to  the  private  and  public  ships  of  , a friendly  power 
whose  subjects  have  also  liberty  without  special  licence  to  enter  liie 
country  ibr  business  or  amusement,  a clear  distinction  is  to  lie 
drawn  between  the  rights  accorded  to  private  individuals  or  pri- 
vate trading  vessels,  and  those  accorded  to  public  armed  ships  which 
constitute  a part  of  the  military  forct  ofthe  nation. 

The  preceding  rasomug  has  maintained  the  propositions  that  all 
exemptions  iVom  territorial  jurisdiction  must  Ot  derived  from  tjie 
consent  ofthe  sovereign  of  tlie  territory  ; that  this  cons- ..t  nay  be 
implied  or  expressed  ; and  that  Win  ; i implied  its  extent  must  lie  re- 
gulated by  tlie  nature  ofthe  cas  and  the  views  under  which  the 
pari  ies  requiring  and  conceding  it  must  be  supposed  to  act. 

When  private  individuals  of  one  nation  spread  tuems-,  i e>  through 
another  as  business  or  caprice  may  direct,  mingling  indiscriminate- 
ly with  the  inhabitants  of  that  other ; or  when  merchant  vesuris  en- 
ter for  the  purpose  of  trade,  it  would  be  obviously  inconvenient  and 
dangerous  to  society,  and  would  subject  the  laws  to  continual  in- 
fraction, and  the  government  to  degradation,  if  such  individuals  or 
merchants  did  not  owe  temporary  or  local  allegiance,  and  weiv  not 
amenable  to  tlie  jurisdiction  ofthe  country.  Nor  can  the  foreign 
sovereign  have  any  motive  for  wishing  such  exemption.  TIB  -ob- 
jects thus  passing  into  foreign  countries, are  not  employed  by  him, 
nor  are  they  ehgagvd  in  national  pursuits.  Consequently  imre 
are  powerful  motives  lor  not  exempting  persons  of  this  descrip- 
tion from  the  jurisdiction  ofthe  country  in  which  they  are  found,- 
and  no  one  motive  for  requiring  it.  The  implied  licence  there- 
fore under  which  they  enter  can  never  be  construed  to  grant  such 
exemption. 

But  in' all  respects  different  is  the  situation  of  a public  armed 
ship.  She  constitutes  a part  of  the  military  force  of  her  nation. — 
Acts  under  the  immediate  and  direct  command  of  the  sovereign. — 

Is  employed  by  him  in  national  objects.  He  has  many  and  power- 
ful motives  for  preventing  those  objects  from  being  defeated  by  the 
interference  of  a foreign  state.  Such  interference  cannot  take 
place  without  effecting  Ivis  power  and  his  dignity.  The  impli  ed  li- 
cence therefore  under  which  such  vessel  enters  a friendly  port,  may 
reasonably  be  construed,  and  it  seems  to  the  court  ought  to  be  con- 
strued, as  containing  an  exemption  from  the  jurisdiction  ofthe 
sovereign  within  whose  territory  she  claims  the  rites  of  hospitality. 

Upon  these  principles,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  nations,  a 
foreigner  is  amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  place ; but  certainly  in 
practice,  nations  have  not  yet  asserted  their  jurisdiction  over  the 
public  armed  ships  of  a foreign  sovereign  entering  a port  open  for 
their  reception. 

Byukershock,  a jurist  of  great  reputation,  has  indeed  maintained 
that  the  property  of  a foreigmsovt  reign  is  not  ciisl.ii  tguishable  by  any 
legal  exemption  from  the  property  of  an  ordinary  individual,  and 
has  quoted  several  cases  in  which  courts  have  exercised  jurisdiction 
over  eadses  in  which  a foreign  sovereign  was  made  a party  defen- 
dant. 

Without  indicating  any  opinion  on  this  question,  it  may  be  safe- 
ly be  affirmed,  that  there  is  a manifest  distinction  between  the  pri- 
vate property  of  the  person  who  happens  to  be  a prince,  and  that 
military  force  which  supports  the  sovereign  power,  and  maintains 
the  dignity  and  the  independence  of  a nation.  A prince,  by  ac- 
quiring private  property  in  a foreign  country,  may  possibly  be  con- 
sidered as  subjecting  that  property  to  tin  territorial  jurisdiction  ; 
he  may  be  considered  as  so  far  laying  down  the  prince  and  assuming 
the  character  of  a private  individual  ; but  tliis  he  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed to  do  with  respect  to  any  portion  of  that  armed  force  wuidh 
upholds  his  crow  n,  and  the  nation  he  is  entrusted  to  govern. 

The  only  applicable  case  cited  by  Bynkershoek  is  that  of  the 
Spanish  slups  ol'  war  seized  in  Flushing  for  a debt  due  from  the 
King  of  Spain.  In  that  case,  the  states  general  interposed  ; and 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  transaction 
is  stated  ; that,  either  by  the  interference  of  government,  or  the 
decisi-.m  ofthe  court,  the  Vessels  were  released. 

This  case  of  the  Spanish  vessels  is,  it  is  believed,  the  only  case 
furnished  by  the  history  of  the  world,  of  an  attempt  made  by  an  in- 
dividual to  ‘assert  a claim  against  a foreign  prince  by  seizing  the1 
armed  vessel  ofthe  nation.  That  this  proceeding  was  once  arrest-  ;; 
ed  by  the  government,  in  a nation  which  appear  to  have  asscixed 
the  power  of  proceeding  in  the  same  manner  against  the  private 
property  of  the  prince,  would  seem  a feeble  argument  in  support  of 
the  universality  ofthe  opinion  in  favor  of  the  exemption  claimed  for 
ships  of  war.  The  distinction  made  in  our  own  laws  between  pub- 
lic and  private  ships  would  appear  to  proceed  from  the  same  opinion. 

It  seems  then  to  the  court  to  be  _a  principle  of  public  law  that 
national  ships  of  war,  entering  the  port  of  a friendly  power  open 
for  their  reception,  are  to  be  considered,  as  exempted  by  the  consent 
of  that  power  from  its  j urisdiction. 

Without  doubt,  the  sovereign  ofthe  place  is  capable  of  destroy- 
ing this  implication.  He  may  claim  and  exert- is,- ; urisdictiou  either 
bV  employing  force  or  by  subjecting  such  vessels  to  tlie  ordinary 
tribunals.*  But  until  such  power  be  exerted  in  a manner  not  to 


therefore  which  are  descriptive  of  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  tm 
judicial  tribunals,  which  give  an  individual  whose  property  hits 
been  wrested  from  him  a right  to  claim  that  property  in  th-  court 
ofthe  country  in  which  it  is  found,  ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  court,  to  be  so  construed  as  to  give  them  jurisdiction  in^  casein1 
which  tlie  sovereign  power  has  impliedly  consented  to.  wave  its  ju- 
risdiction* . . ....  , 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  this  ornrnon  whicn  have  been  drawn 
from  the  general  inability  of  the  ju.lkhl  power  to  enforce  its  deci- 
sions in  cases  of  this  description,  from  the  consideration,  that  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  nation  is  alone  competent  to  avenge  wrong's 
committed  by  a sovereign,  that  the  questions  to. which  such  wroug3. 
give  birth  are  rather  questions  of  policy  than  law,  that  they  are 
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diplomatic  rather  ihan  legal  discussions,  are  of  gn  at  weight  awl 
merit  serious  attention.  B ut  the  argument  has  already  been  drawn 
to  a length  which  forbids  a particular  examination  of  these  points. 

The  principles  which  have  been  stated  will  now  be  applied  to 
the  case  at  b:ir. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  evidence  and  proceedings  the  Exchange 
must  be  considered  as  a vessel  which  was  the  property  of  the  libel- 
lants, whose  claim  is.  repelled  hy  the  fact  that  she  is  now  a national 
vessel  commissioned  by,  and*  in  the  service  of,  the  emperor  of 
France.  The  evidence  of  this  fact  is-  not  controverted.  But  it 
is  contended  that  it  constitutes  no  bar  to  an  enquiry  into  the  vali- 
dity of  the  title  by  which  the  emperor  holds  this  vessel.  Every 
person,  it  is  alledged,  who  is  entitled  to  property  brought  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  our  courts,  has  a right  to.  assert  liis  title  in  those 
courts,  unless  there  be  some  law  taking  his  case  cut  of  the  general 
rui'1.  It  is  therefore  said  to  be  the  right  and  it  it  be  the  right,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  court,  to  enquire  whether  this  title  has  been  extinguish- 
ed by  an  act  the  validity  of  which  is  recognized,  by  national  and 
municipal  law. 

If  the  preceding  reasoning  be  correct,  the  Exchange,  being  a 
public  armed  ship  in  the  service  of  a foreign  sovereign  with  whom 
t-Ue  government  of  the  United  States  is  at  peace,  and  having  enter- 
ed an  American  port  open  for  her  reception  on  the  terms  on  which 
ships  of  war  are  generally  permitted  to  enter  the  ports  of  a friendly 
power,  must  be  considered  as  having  come  into  the  American  ter- 
ritory under  an  implied  promise  that  while  necessarily  within  it, 
and  demeaning  herself  in  a friendly  manner,  she  should  be  exempt 
front  the  jurisdiction  of  the  country. 

If  this  opinion  be  correct,  there*  seems  to  be  a necessity  for  ad- 
mitting that  the  lhct  might  be  disclosed  to  the  court  hy  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  attorney  for  the  United  States. 

I am  directed  to  deliver  it,  as  the  opinion  oftlie  court, that  the  sen- 
tence of  the’  'circuit  court  reversing  the  sentence  of  the  district. court 
in  the  case  of  the  Exchange  be  reversed,  and  that  of  the  district 
Court  dismissing  the  libel  be  affirmed. 


Documents 

From  the  War  Department,  accompanying  the  bill  providing 
ordnance  and  other  military  stores. 

War  Department , Dee.  0,  1811. 

~ Sir, — In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  23  th  November,  requesting  a 
‘‘Statement  oftlie. cannon  and  small  arms,  aiul  of  the  munitions  pf 
war,  generally,  now  on  hand— and  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  to  what 
•extent,  further  purchases  should  be  made,  under  the  present  aspect 
of  affairs,  and  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  necessary I have 
to  transmit  herewith,  a summary  (marked  A.)  of  the  most  impor- 
tant articles  in  the  ordnance  department,  now,  on  hand,  as  taken 
from  the  returns  of  the  superintendant  of  military  stores,  dated  1st 
November,  1811. 

The  manufacture  of  cannon  and  shot  is  progressing  at  the  estab- 
lished thund  iries  in  the  U.  States,  increasing  the  supply,  bn  hand, 
and  admitting  of  any  extension  which  circumstances  may  require. 

A reference  to  the  explanatory  note  on  the  summary  (marked 
A.*)  will  shew  that  great  deductions  must  be  made  from  thenum- 
ber  of  stands  of  arms  reported  “ fit  for  service.”  The  number  in 
store,  fit  for  immediate  use,  may,  however,  be  safely  relied  on  as 
competent  to  supply  any  number  of  our  troops  that  will  be  brought 
into  the  field. 

The  public  armories'  at  Springfield,  (Massachusetts)  and  at  Har- 
per’s Ferry,  (Virginia)  furnish  annually  20,000  stands.  Those  de- 
livered on  private  contract,  amounted,  in  the  year  ending  the  30th 
September,  1811,  to  11,801. 

From  these  sources,  which  may  be  extended  as  circumstances 
may  require,- a supply  of  arms,  of  increasing  superiority  in  fabric, 
eo  up* -tent  to  meet  the  emergencies  of  war,  however  protracted, 
may  with  certainty  be  relied  on. 

The  estimate  for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  (marked  R.) 
shews  thequantity  of  such  articles  in  that  department  as  are“  under 
the  present  aspect  of  affairs,”  deemed  .expedient  to  be  procured  in 
addition  to  those  now  on  hand. 

Toe  estimate  for  camp  equipage  and  other  quarter  master’s 
stores  (marked  C.)  embraces  a competent  supply  for  50,009.  men  for 
one  year. 

From  these  estimates,  it  will  appear  . that  the  sum  of  one  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  he  required  to  make  the  purchase. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  EUSTIS. 

The  hon,  Adam  Scybcrt , Chairman . 

B. 

Estimate  fir  ■)*. -(bianae  and  ordnance  stores. 


100  18  pounder  cannon,  of  27  ewt.  each  a 130  dol-  Dolls. 

lars  3,3  cents  pmrton.  17,999 

150  Travelling  carriages  for  ditto,  a 400  dollars 

each,  60,000 

200  6 pounder  cannon  a 72  dollars  each,  14,400 

300  Travelling  carriages  for  ditto,  a 250  dollars 

each,  ■ ■ J.  75,000 

3, SCO  Tons  of  camion  balls,  of  sizes,  a 90<dolJars 

per  ton  324,000 

3.000,000  Pounds  ofnitre,  a 40  cts  400,000 

200,000  Do.  sulphur,  a 6 do.  12,000 

/ 500  Tons,  Of  lead,  a 160  dollars  per  ton  80,000 

5,000  Beams  catrldge  paper,  a 6 dollars  per  ream,  30.000 
Ammunition  and  baggage  waggons,  75,000 

Tools  avid  implement  requisite,  15,000 

Laboratories  and  laboratory  apparatus,  12,000 


Dollars  1 115,399 


* We  have  not  seen  this  summary  inaikctl  A. 


Note. — Harness  and  other  equipage  w hich  are  perishable  artieie'* 
and  such  as  may  be  produced  when  uccasion  requires,  are  omitted  in 
tills  estimate.  * 

C. 

Estimate  for  camp  equipage  and  other  quarter  master's  stores,  coni’ 
patent,  to  supply  50,000  men  one  year. 


DOLLARS. 

10,000  Common  tents  (at  the  present  price  of 

duck,)  a 15  dollars  each,  150,000 

1,200  Wall  do.  a 25  dollars  each,  30  000 

SO; 000  Knapsacks,  al  dollar  each,  50,000 

50,900  Canteens,  a 25  cents  each,  12,500' 

10.000  Camp  kettles,  n 200  cents  each,  20,000 

50.000  Cartouch  boxes  and  belts,  a 150  cts.  each  45,000 

. 50,000  Bayonet  scabbards  and  belts,  a 100  cts.  each  50,000 

For  tools  and  implements  requisite,  6,500 


dollars,  ^ 394,500 


Note. — Waggons,  also  harness  which  is  a perishable  article,  being 
such  as  can  be  readily  supplied  if  found  necessary,  are  not  included 
in  this  estimate. 

DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  oftlie 
military  establishments,  for  the  year  1812. 

House  of  Representatives,  Jan.  13,  1812. 
Sir— In  the  estimate  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the  military 
department  for  the  service  of  the  year  1812,  are  of  the  following 
items,  viz. 

“ For  the  expenee  of  the  militia  called  into  actual  service 

in  the  territory  of  Louisiana  in  t he  year  1809,  dols.  2,000 

Ditto-of  Indians  in  the  years  1809  and  1810,  800 

Ditto  do.  in  the  year  1811,  30*000 


32,800 

For  payment  to  the  Seneca  tribe  of  Indians  in  lieu  of  in- 
terest on  their  stock  in  theU.  States  bank,  dols.  8,000” 

I am  directed  by  the  committee  of  wavs  and  means  to  request  of 
you  a statement,  explanatory  oftlie  nature  and  object  of  the  militia 
service  for  defraying  the  expeiiees  of  which  an  appropriation  is  re- 
quired as  aliove. 

It  does  not  appear  from  your  estimate  of  the  appropriation,  re- 
commended from  the  Seneca  tribe,  of  Indians,  whether,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  the  stun  asked  for  on  that  account  should  be  paid  to 
them  as  a gratuity,  or  whether  as  an  advance  to  be  paid  to  the  U» 
States  hereafter,  or  retained  out  of  any  future  dividends  whiehpnay 
be  expected  on  account  of  their  stock  in  the  late  bank  of  thie  V. 
States  by  that  tribe.  Such  an  explanation  of  the  views  of  the  de- 
partment and  the  nature,  and  operations  of  the  proposed  appro- 
priation, as  maybe  within  your  power  to  give, is  respectfully  solicited. 
I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant., 

E.  BACON. 

Hon.  W-m.  Eustis,  Secretary  at  War. 


War  Department,  Jah.  19,1812. 

Sir— In  answerto  your  letter  ofthe  13th  inst.  I have  the  honor  to 
inform  you,  that  the  estimates  for  the  militia  in  the  year  1809  and 
1810,  were  predicated  on  the  returns  and  muster  rolls  of  the  t roops 
which  had  been  called  out  hy  the  late  governor  Lewis  and  governor 
Harrison,  on  alarms  of  invasion  by  the  Indians  on  those  years.-*- 
The  estimate  for  the  militia  in  the  year  1811,  was  ordered  to  meet 
the  expdoces  ofthe  late  expedition  under  governor  Harrison  against 
the  Indians  on  the  Wabash.  , 

In  explanation  of  the  estimate  of  4i  8000  dollars  in  lieu  of  the 
dividend  on  the  bank  shares,  held  by  the  president  ofthe  United 
States,  in  trust  for  the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians,  in  the  bank  of  the 
Li : ;i  ted  States,”  I have  the  honor  to  state,  that  on  the  27th  of  March , 
179Sy  two  hundred  and  five  shares  in  that  bank  were  transferred  to 
the  president  in  trust  for  the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians,  the  interest 
[of  which -lias  been  regularly  paid  to  them,  with  such  additional 
su  ns  as  thuy  have  required,  not  exceeding  the  dividends  on  thosq 
shares ; and  when  the  whole  dividend  has  not  been  drawn,  the 
surplus  has  been  appropriated  to  further  purchases  in  that  bank. 
The  shares  now  held  in  trust  for  them,  amount  to  two  hundred  and 
twenty. 

The  Seneca  nation,  considering  the  president  as  their  father, 
and  relying  on  the  good  faith  of  the  United  States,  made  him  the 
guardian  of  their  funds,  with  the  expectation  and  Relief  that  they! 
should  receive  an  annuity  equal  to  the  interest  of  their  capital 
so  deposited.  Since  that  deposit,  they  have  received  annually, 
through  their  agent,  from  six  thousand  to  eight  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  according  to  their  necessities  and  the  dividends  ofthe 
bank. 

As  humanity  and  good  policy  must  have  induced  this  govern- 1 
blent  to  become  guardians  of  that,  properly,  the  same  motives,  ‘ 
as  well  as  the  implied  promise  of  the  government,  have  been  deem- 
ed just  grounds  fqr  the  estimate ; and  it  is  believed  the  appropriation  j 
and  payment  of  such  sums  as  they  have  heretofore  received,  will  5 
be  thought  expedient  by  congress,  until  those  shares  can  be  sol 
disposed  of  as  to  produce  an  annuity  equal  to  the  former  dividends  5 
on  the  interest  of  the  capital,  which  ceased  in  January  1811  ; and 
it  is  presumed  no  deductions  can  hereafter  he  made,  from  the  funds . 
[of  the  Seneca  nation,  (while  they  continue  as  numerous  as  at  pro*] 

! sent)  to  reimburse  the  money  thus  appropriated  in  lieu  of  the  ex- 
pected  dividends  on  their  hank  shares. 

A speech  has  this  day  been  received  from  the  chiefs  and  head 
men  of  theSenaca  nation  on  this  subject,  and  is  herewith  enclosed  j 
for  tin- further  information  of  the  honorable  committee. 

With  great  respect,  I have,  the  honor  to  be,  your  obed’t  servants! 

#0/2,  L.  j Haem,  chairman*  W.  EUSTIS,  | 
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To  the  honorable  IV.  F.ustut.  secretary  at  -war.  (they  know  was  well  intended,  though  its  want  of 

Tire  sachems  and  ehiei  warriors  ot  the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians, ; . . . - - - . 

understanding  yoU  are  the  person  appointed  by  the  great  council  j 
of  vour  nation  to  manage  and  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  several  < 
nations  of  Indians  with  whom  you  are  at  peace  and  on  terms  of 
friendship,  comeat  this  time,  as  children  to  a father,  to  lay  before 
von  the  trouble  which  we  have  on  our  minds. 

* Brother— We  do  not  think  it  best  to  multiply  Words,  we  will 
therefore  tell  you  what  our  complaint  is. 

Brother — Listen  to  what  we  say  : Some  years  since,  we  held  a 
treaty  at  Bigtree,  near  the  Genuessee  river.  This  treaty  was 
called  by  our  great. father,  the  president  of  the  United  States.  He 
sent  an  agent,  colonel  Wadsworth,  to  attend  this  treaty,  for  the 
purpose  of  advising  us  in  the  business,  and  seeing  that  we  had 
justice  done  us.  At  this  treaty,  we  sold  to  Robert  Morris  the  great- 
est part  of  our  country ; the  sum  he  gave  us  was  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Brother — The  commissioners  who  was  appointed  on  your  part, 
advised  us  to  place  this  money  in  the  hands  of  our  great  father, 

{he  president  of  the  United  States.  He  told  us  our  lather  loved 
his  red  children,  and  would  take  care  of  our  money,  and  plant  it 
in  afield  where  it  would  bear  seed  forever,  as  long  as  trees  grow, 
or  waters  run.  Our  money  has  heretofore  been  of  great  service  to 
us  ; it  has  helped  us  to  support  our  old  people,  and  our  women  and 
children  ; but  we  are  told  the  field  where  tmr  money  was  planted 
is  become  barren. 

Brother— We  do  not  understand  your  way  of  doing  business.— 

This  thing  is  heavy  on  onr  minds.  We  mean  to  hold  our  white 
brethren  of  the  United  States  by  the  hand  but  this  weight  lies 
heavy ; we  hope  you  will  remove  it. 

Brother— We  Have  heard  of  the"  bad  conduct  of  our  brothers 
towards  the  setting  sun.  We  are  sorry  for  what  they  have  done  ; 
but  you  must  not  blame  us ; we  have  had  no  hand  in  this  had  bu- 
sines's.  They  have  had  bad  people  among  them  It  is  your  ene- 
mies have  done  this. 

We  have  persuaded  our  agent  to  take  this  talk  to  your  great 
council.  He  knows  our  situations,  and  will  speak  our  minds, 

Farmer’s  Brother,  his  mar  " I 


Little  Billy 
Young  King, 
Pollard, 


do. 

do. 

do. 


Chief  Warrior,  do. 


Two  Guns, 
John  Sky 
Parrot  Nose, 
John  Pierce, 
■Strong- 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 


X 

Wheel  Barrow,  Ids  mark 

X 

X 

Jack  Berry 

do. 

X 

X 

Twenty  Canoes 

do. 

X 

X 

Big  Kettle 

do. 

X 

X 

Half  Town 

do. 

X 

X 

Keyandennde 

do. 

X 

X 

Captain  Cold 
Esq.  Rlinkney 

do. 

X 

X 

do. 

X 

X 

Captain  Johnson 

do. 

X 

N.  B.  The  foregoing  speech  was  delivered  in  council  by  Farmer’s 
Brother,  at  Buffaloe  Creek,  December  19,  1811,  and  subscribed  to 
;u  niv  presence,  by  the  chiefs  whose  names  are  annexed. 

' (Signed)  ERASTUS  GRANGER. 


j meri,  should  prevent  their  being  able  to  applaud  it. 
And  I pray,  that  my  sincere  attachment  to  the  in- 
terest of  my  country,  and  hearty  detestation  of  every 
design  formed  against  her  liberties,  may  be  admit- 
ted as  some  apology  for  my  appearance  in  this  place. 

I have  always  irom  my  earliest  youth,  rejoiced  in 
the  felicity  of  my  fellow  men,  and  have  ever  consi- 
dered it  as  the  indispensable  duty  of  every  member 
of  society  to  promote,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  the  pros- 
perity of  every  individual,  but  more  especially  of 
the  community  to  which  he  belongs  ; and  also  as  a 
faithful  subject  of  the  state,  to  use  his  utmost  en- 
deavors to  detect,  and  having  detected,  strenuously 
to  oppose  every  traitorous  plot  which  its  enemies 
may  devise  for  its  destruction.  Security  to  the 
persons  and  properties  of  the  governed,  is  so  obvi- 
ously the  design  of  civil  government,  that  to  attempt 
a logical  proof  of  it,  would  be  like  burning  tapers 
at  noon  day,  to  assist  the  sun  in  enlightening  the 
world;  and  it  cannotbe  either  virtnous  or  honorable, 
to  attempt  to  support  a government,  of  which  this 
is  not  the  great  and  principal  basis : and  it  is  to  the 
last  degree  vicious  and  infamous  to  attempt  to  sup- 
port a government  which  manifestly  tends  to  ren- 
der the  persons  and  properties  of  the  governed 
insecure.  Some  boast  of  being  friends  to  govern- 
ment ; I am  a friend  to  righteous  government,  to  a 
government  founded  upon  the  principle  of  reason 
and  justice  ; but  I glory  in  publicly  avowing  my 
eternal  enmity  to  tyranny.  Is  the  present  system 
which  the  British  administration  have  adopted  for 
the  government  of  the  colonies,  a righteous  govern- 
ment? Or  is  it  tyranny  ?— Here  suffer  me  to  ask 
iand  would  to  Heaven  there  could  be  an  answer) 
what  tenderness?  what  regard,  respect  or  consider- 
ation has  Great  .Britain  shewn  in  th-cir  late  traaisac- 


Hancock’s  Oration.* 

Delivered  March  5th,  1774,  at  the  request  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston ; to  commemorate  the 
bloody  tragedy  of  the  fifth  of  March,  1770.  By 
the  honorable  John  Hancock , esq. 

Wndidit  hicauro  patriam,  clomiminque  potentera 
Jmposuit:  fixit  leges  pretio  atque  rehxit, 

Non,  inihi  si  lingua;  centum  sint,  oraque  centum, 

Ferreavox,  omiies  scelerum  compi-endere  formas, 
r possim.  Virgil. 

Men,  Brethren,  Fathers  and  Fellow  countrymen. 

The  attentive  gravity,  the  venerable  appearance 
of  this  crouded  audience,  the  dignity  which  1 be- 
hold in  the  countenances  of  so  many  in  this  great 
assembly,  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion  upon  which 
we  have  met  together,  joined  to  a consideration  of 
the  part  I am  to  take  in  the  important  business  of 
this  day.  fill  ine  with  an  awe  hitherto  unknown  ; 
and  heighten  the  sense  which  I have  ever  had,  of 
itiv  unworthiness  to  fill  this  sacred  desk  ; but  allur 
ed  by  the  call  of  some  of  my  respected  fellow-citi- 
zens, with  whose  request  it  is  always  my  greatest 
pleasure  to  comply,  I almost  forgot  my  want  of 
ability  to  perforin  what  they  required.  In  this  situa 
tion  I find  my  only  support,  in  assuring  myself  that 
a generous  people  will  not  severely  censure  what 

*To  give  a prospectus  of  the  character  of  this 
truly  great  man,  for  the  particular  use  of  the  youth 
of  the  United  States,  and  present  a view  of  tke 
spirit  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  as  well  as  to 
oblige  several  friends  we  are  happy  to  accommodate, 
we  are  induced  to  give  room  to  this  uncommonly, 
animated  and  masterly  oration.  It  would  be  well  to 
contrast  it  jyith  some  speeches  of  the  present  day. 


tions  for  the  security  of  the  persons  or  properties 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  ? or  rather,  what 
have  they  omitted  doing  to  destroy  that  security  ? 
they  have  declared  that  they  have,  ever  had,  and  of 
right  ought  ever  to  have,  full  power  to  make  laws 
of  sufficient  validity  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all 
cases  whatever : They  have  exercised  this  pretended 
right  by  imposing  a tax  upon  us  without  our 
consent ; and  lest  we  should  show  some  reluc  - 
tance at  parting  with  our  property,  her -fleets  and 
armies  are  sent  to  enforce  their  mad  pretensions.  The 
town  of  Boston,  ever  faithful  to  the  British  crown* 
has  been  invested  by  a British  fleet.  The  troops 
of  George  the  third  have  crossed  the  wide  Atlan- 
tic, not  to  engage  an  enemy,  but  assist  a band  Gf 
traitors  in  trampling  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
his  most  loyal  subjects  in  America — those  rights 
and  liberties  which  as  a father  he  ought  ever  to  re- 
gard, and  as  a king  he  is  bound  in  honor  to  defend 
from  violations,  even  at  the  risque  of  his  own  life. 

Let  not  the  history  of  the  illustrious  house  of 
Brunswick  inform  posterity,  that  a king  descended 
from  that  glorious  monarch  George  the  2nd,  once 
sent  his  British  subjects  to  conquer  and  enslave  hi? 
subjects  in  America;  but  be  perpetual  infamy  en- 
tail,ed  upon  that  villain  who  dared  to  advise  his 
master  to  such  execrable  measures  : for  it  v.-aseasv 
to  foresee  the  consequences  which  so  naturally 
followed  upon  sending  troops  to  America,  to  enforce 
obedience  to  acts  of  the  British  pa  iT  ament,  which 
neither -God  nor  man  ever  empowered  them  to 
make.  It  was  reasonable  to  expect  that  troops,  who 
knew  the  errand  they  were  sent  upon,  would' t re?;: 
the  people  whom  they  were  to  subjugate  whk  * 
cruelty  and  haughtiness  that  too  often  buries  the 
hon.oiable  character  of  a soldier  in  the  disgraceful 
name  of  an  unfeeling  ruffian.  The  troops  upon 
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their  first  arrival  took  possession  of  thesenate  house 
and  pointed  their  cannon  against  the  judgment  hall, 
and  even  continued  them  there  whilst  the  supreme 
court  of  judicature  for  this  province  was  actually 
sitting  to  decide  upon  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the 
Icing’s  subjects.  Our  streets  nightly  resounded 
with  the  noise  of  riot  and  debauchery  ; our  peace 
fill  citizens  were  hourly  exposed  to  shameful  insults, 
and  often  felt  the  effects  of  their  violence.  But  this 
was  not  all : as  though  they  thought  it  not  enough 
to  violate  our  civil  rights,  they  endeavored  to  de- 
prive us  of  the  enjoyments  of  our  religious  privile 
ges,  to  vitiate  our  morals  and  thereby  render  us 
deserving  of  destruction.  Hence  the  rude  dip  of 
arms  which  broke  in  upon  your  solemn  devotions 
in  your  temples,  on  that  day,  hallowed  by  Heaven, 
and  set  apart  by  God  himself  for  his  peculiar  wor- 
ship. Hence  impious  oaths  and  blasphemies  so 
often  tortured  your  unaccustomed  ear.  Hence  all 
£he  arts  which  idleness  and  luxury  could  invent 
Y/ere  used,  to  betray  our  youth  of  one  sex  into 
.extravagance  and  effeminacy,  and  of  the  other  info 
infamy  and  ruin  ; and  did  they  not  succeed  but  too 
well  ? Did  not  a reverence  for  religion  sensibly  de 
cay?  Did  not  our  infants  almost  learn  to  lisp  out 
curses  before  they  knew  their  horrid  import  ? Did 
not  our  youth  forget  they  were  Americans,  and, 
regardless  of  the  admonitions  of  the  wise  and  aged, 
servilely  copy  from  their  tyrants  those  vices  which 
finally  must  overthrow  the  empire  of  Gi’eat  Britain  ? 
And  must  I be  compelled  to  acknowledge,  that  even 
the-  noblest,  fairest  part  of  all  the  lower  creation 
did  not  entirely  escape  the  cursed  snare?  When 
virtue  has  once  erected  her  throne  within  the  fe 
male  breast,  it  is  upon  so  solid  a basis  that  nothing  is 
able  to  expel  the  heavenly  inhabitant.  But  have 
there  not  been  some,  few  indeed  I hope,  whose 
youth  and  inexperience  have  rendered  them  a prey 
to  wretches,  whom  upon  the  least  reflection  they 
would  have  despised  and  hated,  as  foes  to  God  and 
and  their  country  ? I fear  there  have  been  some 
such  unhappy  instances ; or  why  have  I seen  an 
honest  father  clothed  with  shame?  or  why  a virtu- 
ous mother  di’owncd  in  tears  ? 

But  I forbear  and  come  reluctantly  to  the  trans- 
actions of  that  dismal  night,  when  in  such  quick 
succession  vye  felt  the  extremes  of  grief,  astonish- 
ment and  rage ; when  Heaven  in  anger  for  a dread- 
ful moment,  suffered  hell  to  take  the  reins  ; when 
Satan  with  his  chosen  band  opened  the  sluices  of 
J^evv  England’s  blood,  and  sacriligious«lv  polluted 
our  land  with  the  dead  bodies  of  her  guiltless  sons, 
Jjefthis  sad  tale  of  death  never  be  told  without  a 
tear:  let  not  the  heaving  bosom  cease  to  burn 
with  a manly  indignation  at  the  barbarous  story, 
through  the  long  tra.cts  of  future  time  : Let  every 

parent  tell  the  shameful  story  to  his  listening  chit 
dren  tilltqars  of  pity  glisten  in  their  eyes,  and  boil- 
ing passion  shakes  their  tender  frames  ; and  whilst 
the  anniversary  of  that  ill  fated  night  is  kept  a jubi- 
lee in  the  grim  court  of  pandaemoninm,  let  all  Ame 
rlca  join  in  one  common  prayer  to  Heaven,  that 
the  inhuman  unprovoked  murders  of  the  fifth  of 
March,  1770,  planned  by  Hillsborough,  and  a knot 
of  treacherous  knaves  in  Boston,  ana  executed  by 
the  cruel  hand  of  Preston  and  his  sanguinary  coad 
jutors,  mray  ever  stand  without  a parallel.  But 
what,  my  countrymen,  withheld  the  ready  arm  of 
vengeance  from  executing  instant  justice  on  the 
vile  assassins?  Perhaps  you  feared  promiscuous 
^carnage  might  ensue  and  the  innocent  might  share 
the  fate  of  those  who  had  performed  the  infernal 
deed.  But  were  not  all  guilty  ? Were  you  not  too 


tender  of  the  lives  of  those  who  came  to  fix  a yoke 
on  your  necks?  But  I must  not  too  severely  blame 
a fault  which  great  souls  only  can  commit.  May 
tha(^  magnificence  of  spirit  which  scorns  the  low 
pursuits  of  malice,  may  that  generous  passion 
which  often  preserves  from  ruin  a guilty  villain, 
forever  actuate  the  noble  bosoms  of  Americans  ! 
— But  let  not  the  miscreant  host  vainly  imagine 
that  we  feared  their  arms.  No  ; them  we  despised  ; 
we  dread  nothing  but  slavery.  Death  is  the  crea- 
ture of  a poltroon’s  brains  : ’tis  immortality  to 
sacrifice  ourselves  for  the  salvation  of  our  country. 
We  fear  not  death.  That  gloomy  night,  the  pale 
faced  moon,  and  the  affrighted  stars  that  hurried 
through  the  sky,  can  witness  that  we  fear  not  death. 
Our  hearts,  which  at  the  recollection  glow  with  a 
rage  that  four  revolving  years  have  scarcely  taught 
us  to  restrain,  can  witness^hat  we  fear  not  death  ; 
and  happy  ’tis  for  those  who  dared  to  insult  us,  that 
their  naked  bones  are  not  now  piled  upon  ar;  ever- 
lasting monument  of  Massachusetts  bravery.  But 
they  retired,  they  fled,  and  in  that  flight  they  found 
their  only  safety.  We  then  expected  that  the  hand 
of  public  justice  would  soon  inflict  that  punishment 
upon  the  murderers,  which,  by  the  laws  of  God  and 
man  they  had  incurred.  But  let  the  unbiassed 
pen  of  a Robertson,  or  perhaps  of  some  equally 
famed  American,  conduct  this  trial  before  the  great 
tribunal  of  succeeding  generations.  And  though 
the  murderers  may  escape  the  just*  resentment  of 
an  enraged  people,  though  drowsy  justice  intoxi- 
cated by  the  poisonous  draught  prepared  for  her 
cup,  still  nods  upon  her  rotten  seat,  y.etbe  assured, 
such  complicated  crimes  will  meet  their  due  reward. 
Tell  me,  ye  bloody  butchers,  ye  villains  high  and 
low,  ye  wretches  who  contrived,  as  well  as  you 
who  executed  the  inhuman  deed,  do  you  not  feel 
the  goads  and  stings  of  conscious  guilt  pierce 
through  your  savagebosoms  ? Though  some  of  you 
may  think  yourselves  exalted  to  a heighth  that  bids 
defiance  to  the  arms  of  human  justice,  and  others 
shroud  yourselves  beneath  the  mask  of  hypocrisy,  and 
build  your  hopes  of  safety  on  the  low  arts  of  cunning, 
chicanery  and  falsehood  ; yet  do  you  not  sometimes 
feel  the  gnawings  of  that  worm  which  never  dies? 
Do  not  the  injured  shades  of  Maverick,  Gray,  Cald - 
well,.  Attacks  and  Carr , attend  you  in  your  solitary 
walks,  arrest  you  even  in  the  midst  of  your  de-. 
baucheries,  and  fill  even  your  dreams  with  terror? 
But  if  the  unappeased  manes  of  the  dead  should 
not  disturb  their  murderers,  yet  surely  even  your 
obdurate  hearts  must  shrink,  and  your  guilty  blood 
must  chill  within  your  rigid  veins,  when  you  behold 
the  miserable  Monk , the  wretched  victim  of  your 
savage  cruelty.  Observe  his  tottering  knees  which 
scarce  sustains  his  wasted  body,  look  on  his  haggard 
eyes,  mark  well  the  death  like  paleness  oil  his  fallen 
cheek,  and  tell  me,  does  not  the  sight  plant  daggers 
in  your  souls  ? Unhappy  Monk  ! cut  off  in  the  gay 
morn  of  manhood,  from  all  the  joys  which  sweeten 
life,  doomed  to  drag  on  a pitiful  existence  without 
even  a hope  to  taste  the  pleasures  of  returning 
health!  YeiMonk,  thou  livest  not  in  vain;  thou 
livest  a warning  to  thy  country  which  sympathises 
with  thy  sufferings  ; thou  livest  an  affecting,  an 
alarming  instance  of  the  unbounded  violence  which 
lust  of  power,  assisted  by  a standing  army,  can  lead 
a traitor  to  commit. 

For  us  he  bled,  and  now  languishes.  The 
wounds  by  which  he  is  tortured  to  a lingering  death 
were  aimed  at  our  country  ! surely  the  meek-eyed 
charity  can  never  behold  such  sufferings  with  indif- 
ference. Nor  can  her  lenient  hand  forbear  to  pour 
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oil  and  wine  into  these  wounds  ; and  to  assuage,  at 
least,  what  it  cannot  heal. 

Patriotism  is  ever  united  with  humanity  and  com- 
passion. This  noble  affection  which  impels  us  to 
sacrifice  every  thing  dear,  even  life  itseil,  to  our 
country,  involves  it  in  a common  sympathy  and 
tenderness  for  every  citizen,  and  mu;,t  ever  have  a 
■particular  feeling  for  one  who  suffers  in  a public 
cause.  Thoroughly  persuaded  of  this,  1 need  not 
add  a word  to  engage  your  compassion  and  bounty 
towards  a fellow-citizen,  who  with  long  protracted 
anguhh  falls  a victim  to  the  relentless  rage  of  our 
common  enemies. 

Ye  dark  designing  knaves,  ye  murderers,  pari 
cides  ! How  dare  you  tread  upon  the  earth,  which 
has  drank  in  the  blood  of  slaughtered  innocents 
shed  by  your  wicked  hands?  How  dare  you 
breathe  that  air  which  wafted  to  the  ear  of  Heaven 
the  groans  of  those  who  fell  a sacrifice  to  your  ac 
cursed  ambition.?  But  if  the  laboring  earth  doth 
not  expand  her  jaws,  if  the  air  you  breathe  is  not 
commissioned  to  be  the  minister  of  death  ; yet, 
hear  it,  and  tremble!  the  eve  of  Heaven  penetrates 
the  darkest  chambers  of  the  soul,  traces  the  lead- 
ing clue  through  all  the  labyrinths  which  your  in 
dustrious  folly  has  devised  ; and  you,  however  you 
may  have  screened  yourselves  from  human  ey es , 
must  be  arraigned,  must  lift  your  hands,  red  with 
the  blood  of  those  whose  death  you  have  procured, 
at  the  tremendous  bar  of  God. 

But  I gladly  quit  the  gloomy  theme  of  death,  and 
leave  you  to  improve  the  thought  of  that  important 
day,  when  our  naked  souls  must  stand  before  that 
Being,  from  whom  nothing  can  be  hid.  I would 
not  dwell  too  long  upon  the  horrid  effects  which 
have  already  followed  from  quartering  regular 
troops  in  this  town;  let  our  misfortunes  teach 
posterity  to  guard  against  such  evils  for  the 
future.  Standing  armies  are  sometimes,  (I  would 
by  no  means  say  generally,  much  less  univer- 
sally) composed  of  persons  who  have  rendered 
themselves  unfit  to  live  in  civil  society  ; who  have 
no  other  motives  of  conduct  than  those  which  a 
desire  of  the  present  gratification  of  their  passions 
suggests  ; who  have  no  property  in  any  country  ; — 
rnen  who  have  lest  or  given  up  their  own  liberties, 
and  envy  those  who  enjoy  liberty,  who  are  equally 
indifferent  to  the  glory  of  a George  or  a Lewis  ; 
who  for  the  addition  of  one  penny  a day  to  their 
wages,  would  desert  from  the  Christian  cross,  and 
fight  under  the  crescent  of  the  Turkish  sultan ; 
from  such  men  as  these,  what  has  not  astateto  fe,ar? 
With  such  as  these,  usurping  Caesar  passed  the 
Rubicon  ; with  such  as  these  he  humbled  mighty 
Rome,  and  forced  the  mistress  of  the  world  to  own 
a master  in  a traitor.  These  are  the  men  whom 
sceptered  rubbers  now  employ  to  frustrate  the  de- 
signs of  God,  and  render  vain  the  bounties  which 
his  gracious  hand  pours  indiscriminately  upon  hi . 
creatures.  By  these  the  miserable  slaves  in  Tur- 
key, Persia,  and  many  other  extensive  countries, 
are  rendered  truly  wretched  though  their  air  is 
salubrious,  and  their  soil  luxuriously  fertile.  By 
these,  Fiance  and  Spain,  though  blest  by  nature 
with  all  that  administers  to  the  convenience  of  Ire, 
have  been  reduced  to  that  contemptible  state  in 

which  they  now  appear  ; and  by  these  Britain 

But  if  l was  possessed  of  the  gift  of  prophecy,  I 
dare  not,  except  by  Divine  command,  unfold  the 
leaves  on  which  the  destiny  of  that  once  powerful 
kingdom  is  inscribed. 

But  since  standing  armies  are  so  hurtful  to  a 
state,  perhaps,  roy  countrymen  may  demand  some 


substitute,  some  other  means  of  rendering  us  se- 
cure against  the  incursions  of  a foreign  enemy  — 
But  can  you  be  one  moment  at  a loss  ? Will  not  a 
well  disciplined  militia  afford  you  ample  security 
against  foreign  foes?  We  want  no  courage  ; it  is 
discipline  alone  in  which  we  are  exceeded  bv  the 
most  formidable  troops  that  ever  trod  the  earth. — 
Sorely  our  hearts  flutter  no  more  at  the  sound  of 
war,  than  did  those  of  the  immortal  band  <>&  Persia, 
the  Macedonian  phalanx,  the  invincible  Roman 
legions,  the  Turkish  Janissaries,  the  gen  des 
armes  of  trance,  or  th  a tcell  knoxen  grenadiers  of 
Britain.  A well  disciplined  militia  is  a safe  and 
honorable  guard  to  a community  like  this,  whose 
inhabitants  are  by  nature  brave,  and  are  laudably 
tenacious  of  that  freedom  in  which  they  were  born. 
From  a well  regulated  militia  we  have  nothing  to 
fear; — their  interest  is  the  same  with  that  of  the 
state.  When  a country  is  invaded,  the  militia  are 
ready  to  appear  in  its  defence';  they  march  into 
the  field  with  that  fortitude  which  a consciousness 
of  the  justice  of  their  cause  inspires  ; they  do  not 
jeopardize  their  lives  for  a master  who  considers 
them  only  as  the  instruments  of  his  ambition  and 
whom  they  regard  only  as  the  daily  dispenser  of  the 
scanty  pittance  of  bread  and  water.  No — they 
fight  for  their  houses,  their  lands,  for  their  wires, 
their  children,  for  all  who  claim  the  tenderest 
names,  and  are  held  dearest  in  their  hearts;  they 
fight  pro  aris  and  focis,  for  their  liberty,  and  for 
themselves,  aud  for  their  God.  And  let  it  not 
offend  if  I sav,  thaf  no  militia  ever  appeared  fit 
more  flourishing  condition  than  that  of  this  ‘pro- 
vince now  doth  : and  pardon  me  if  I say,  of  this 
town  in  particular.  I mean  not  to  boast ; I would 
not  excite  envy,  hut  manly  emulation.  We  have 
all  one  common  cause  ; let  it  therefore  he  our  only- 
contest,  who  shall  most  contribute  to  the  security 
of  the  liberties  of  America,  And  may  the  same 
kind  Providence  which  has  watched  over  this  coun- 
try from  her  infant  state  still  enable  us  to  defeat  our* 
enemies.  I cannot  here  forbear  noticing  the  signal 
manner  in  which  the  designs  of  those  who  wish 
not  well  to  us  have  been  discovered.  The  dark 
seeds  of  a treacherous  cabal  have  been  brought  to 
public  view.  You  now  know  the  serpents . who, 
white  cherished  in  your  bosom,  were  darting  their 
envenomed  stings  into  the  vitals  of  the  constitution.. 
But  the  representatives  of  the  people  have  fixed  a 
mark  on  those  ungrateful  monsters,  which,  thou  eh 
it  may  not  make  them  so  secure  as  Cain  of  old. 
yet  renders  them  at  least  as  infamous.  Indeed  k 
would  be  affVontive  to  the  tutelar  deity  of  this  coun- 
try ever  to  despair  of  saving  it  from  all  the  snout  - ' 
which  human  policy  can  lay. 

True  it  is,  that  the  British  ministry  have  annex- 
ed a salary  tO;the  office  of  governor  of  this  province 
to  be  paid  out  of  a revenue  raised  in  America,  with- 
out our  consent. — They  have  attempted  to  render 
our  courts  of  justice  the  instruments  of  extending 
the  authority  of  a<?ts  of  the  British  parliament  over 
this  colony,  by  making  the  judges  dependent  oss 
the  British  administration  for  their  support.  But 
this  people  will  not  he  enslaved  with  their  eyes  open- 
The  moment  they  knew  that  the  governor  was  not 
such  a governor  as  the  charter  of  the  province  points 
out,  he  lost  his  power  of  hinting  them.— — They 
were  alarmed — they  suspected  him,  have  guarded 
against  him,  and  he  has  found  thafawise  ami  brave 
people,  when  they  know  their  danger,  ar p fruitful 
in  expedients  to  escape  it. 

The  courts  of  judicature,  also,  so  far  lost  their 
dignity,  by  being  supposed  to  be  under  an  undue 
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influence,  that  our  representatives  thought  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  resolve,  that  they  were  bound  to 
4 .-clare  that  they  would  pot  receive  any  other  sala- 
ry besides  that  which  the  general  court  should 
grant  them  ; and  that,  if  they  did  not  make  this  de- 
claration, that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  house  to 
impeach  them. 

Gr  eat  expectation  were  also  formed  from  the  art- 
ful scheme  of  allowing  the  East-lndia  company  to 

exportf  tcato  America  upon  their  own  account. 

T :is  certainly,  had  it  succeeded,  would  have  effect- 
ed the  purpose  of  the  contrivers,  and  gratified  the 
most  sanguine  wishes  of  our  adversaries.  We  soon 
should  have  found  our  trade  in  the  hands  of  foreign 
ers,  and  taxes  imposed  on  every  thing  which  we 
consumed  ; nor  would  it  have  been  strange  if  in  a 
few  years  a company  in  London  should  have  pur- 
chased an  exclusive  right  of  .rading  to  America. — 
But  their  plot  was  soon  discovered. — The  people 
soon  were  aware  of  the  poison  which  with  so  much 
praft  and  subtilty  had  been  concealed  ; loss  and  dis- 
grace ensued;  and  perhaps  this  long  concerted, 
master  piece  of  policy,  may  issue  in  the  total  disuse 
of  tea  in  this  country,  which  will  eventually  be 
the  saving  of  the  lives  and  the  estates  of  thousands. 
Yet  while  we  rejoice  that  the  adversary  has  not  hi 
therto  prevailed  against  us,  let  us  by  no  means  put 
oft  the  harness.  Restless  malice  and  disappointed 
ambition  will  still  suggest  new  measures  to  our  in- 
veterate enemies.  Therefore  let  us  also  be  ready  to 
take  the  field  whenever  danger  calls,  let  us  be  uni- 
ted and  strengthen  the  hands  of  each  other,  by  pro- 
ipoijng  a general  union  among  us.  Much  has  been 
{dome  by  the  committees  of  correspondence  for  this 
g,nd  the  other  towns  of  this  province  t6 wards  uniting 
the  inhabitants  : let  them  still  go  on  and  prosper. — 
Much  has  been  done  by  the  committees  of  corres- 
pondence for  the  house  of  assembly  in  this  and  our 
sister  colonies,  for  uniting  the  inhabitants  of  the 
whole  continent  for  the  security  of  their  common 
interest.  May  success  ever  attend  their  generous 
endeavours.  But  permit  me  here  to  suggest  a ge- 
neral congress  of  deputies  from  the  several  houses 
of  assembly  on  the  continent,  as  the  most  effectual 
method  of  establishing  such  an  union  as  the  pre 
sent  posture  of  our  affairs  requires.  At  such  a con 
gress,  a firm  foundation  may  be  laid  for  the  security 
of  our  rights  and  liberties  ; a system  may  be  formed 
for  our  common  safety  by  a strict  adherence  to  which, 
we  shall  be  able  to  frustrate  any  attempts  to  over- 
throw our  constitution  ; restore  peace  and  harmo 
ny  to  America,  and  secure  honor  and  wealth  to 
Great  Britain,  even  against  the  inclinations  of  her 
ministers,  whose  duty  it  is  to  study  her  welfare; 
and  we  shall  also  free  ourselves  from  those  unman- 
nerly pillagers  who  impudently  tell  us  that  they  are 
licenced  by  an  act  of  the  British  parliament  to 
thrust  their  dirty  hands  into  the  pockets  of  every 
American.  But  I trust,  the  happy  time  will  come 
when  with  the  besom  of  destruction,  these  noxious 
vermin  will  be  swept  forever  from  the  streets  of 
Bottom 

Surely  you  never  will  tamely  suffer  this  country 
to  be  a den  of  thieves.  Remember  my  friends,  from 
$yhom  you  sprang — Let  not  a meanness  of  spirit, 
unknown  to  those  whom  you  boast  of  as  fathers, 
excite  a thought  to  the  dishonor  of  your  mothers. 
I conjure  you  by  all  that  is  dear,  by  all  that  is  ho- 
norable, by  all  that  is  sacred,  not  only  that  ye  pray, 
but  that  you  act  ; that,  if  necessary,  ye  fight,  and 
even  die  for  the  prosperity  of  our  Jerusalem.  Break 
|n  sunder,  with  noble  disdain,  the  bonds  with  which 
the  Philistines  haye  bound  you.  Suffer  pot  your- 


selves to  be  betrayed  by  the  soft  arts  of  luxury  and. 
effeminacy,  into  a pit  digged  for  your  destruction. 
Despise  the  glare  of  wealth.  That  people  who  pays 
greater  respect  to  a wealthy  villainy  than  to  an  honest 
upright  man  in  poverty , almost  deserve  to  be  enslaved  ; 
they  plainly  shew  that  wealth,  however  it  may  be 
acquired,  is  in  their  esteem,  to  be  preferred  to  virtue. 

But  I thank  God,  that  America  abounds  in  men 
who  are  superior  to  all  temptation,  whom  nothing 
an  divert  from  a steady  pursuit  of  the  interest  of 
their  country  ; who  are  at  once  its  ornament  and 
safe  guard. — And  sure  I am,  I should  notincuryour 
displeasure  if  I paid  a respect  so  justly  due  to  their 
much  honoured  characters  in  this  public  place  : but 
when  1 name  an  Adams,  such  a numerous  host  of 
fellow-patriots  rush  upon  my  mind,  that  I fear  it 
would  take  up  too  much  of  your  time,  should  I at- 
tempt to  call  over  the  illustrious  roll  : But  your 

grateful  hearts  will  point  you  to  the  men  ; and  their 
revered  names  in  all  succeeding  times,  shall  grace 
the  annals  of  America. — From  them,  let  us,  my 
friends,  take  example  ; from  them  let  us  catch  the 
Divine  enthusiasm  ; and  feel  each  for  himself,  the 
God-like  pleasure  of  diffusing  happiness  on  all 
around  us  ; of  delivering  the  oppressed  from  the 
iron  grasp  of  tyranny  ; of  changing  the  hoarse 
complaints  and  bitter  moans  of  wretched  slaves, 
into  those  cheerful  songs,  which  freedom  and  con- 
tentment must  inspire.  There  is  a heart-felt  satis- 
faction in  reflecting  on  our  exertions  for  the  public 
wealth,  which  all  the  sufferings  an  enraged  ty- 
rant can  inflict,  will  never  take  away;  which  the 
ingratitude  and  reproaches  of  those  whom  we  have 
saved  from  ruin  cannot  rob  us  of.  The  virtuous 
asserter  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  merits  a reward 
which  even  a want  of  success  in  his  endeavors  to 
save  his  country,  the  heaviest  misfortune  which 
can  befal  a genuine  patriot,  cannot  entirely  prevent 
him  from  receiving. 

I have  the  most  animated  confidence  that  the  pre- 
sent noble  struggle  for  liberty,  will  terminate  glo- 
riously for  America.  And  let  us  play  the  man  for 
our  God,  and  for  the  cities  of  our  God  ; while  we 
are  using  the  means  in  power,  let  us  humbly  com- 
mit our  righteous  cause  to  the  great  Lord  of  the  uni- 
verse, who  loveth  righteousness  and  hateth  iniqui- 
ty, And  having  secured  the  approbation  of  our 
hearts,  by  a faithful  and  unwearied  discharge  of  our 
duty  to  our  country,  let  us  joyfully  leave  her  import- 
ant concerns  in  the  hands  of  him  who  raiseth  up 
and  putteth  down  the  empires  and  kingdoms  of  the 
world  as  he  pleases  ; and  with  cheerful  submission 
to  his  sovereign  will,  devoutedly  say, 

“ Although  the  fig  tree  shall  not  blossom,  neither 
shall  fruit  be  in  the  vine ; the  labor  of  the  olive 
shall  fail,  and  the  fields  shall  yield  no  meat ; the 
flock  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  thereshaH 
be  no  herd  in  the  stalls  : yet  we  will  rejoice  in  the 
lord,  we  will  joy  in  the  god  of  our  salvation.” 


Militia  of  the  state  of  New  York* 

From  the  adjutant- general* s report  of  Jan.  8,  1812. 

Divisions.  Brigades.  Regiments.  Men. 
Infantry,  8 43  135  89,322 

Artillery,  1 3 8 2,619 

Cavalry,  1 3 7 3,885 


10 


49 


150 


95,826 

Arms  inspected  at  the  last  general  review. 
Muskets  42,  625,  Rifles,  4,737,'  Pistols  3,298,  Fiei<§- 
pieces  51. 
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Militia  of  Ohio. 

A concise  abstract  from  a return,  made  by  tlu 
adjutant  general  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  for  1812. 

4 divisions,  each  commanded  by  a major-general, 
17  brigades,  each  commanded  by  a brigadier-gen 
48  regiments,  each  commanded  by  a lieut.  colonel, 
3 odd  batallions,  each  commanded  by  a lieutenant 
colonel  commandant. 


Number  of 
Companies 

Of  what 
description 

Number  of 
men  including 
officers 

f? 

ft 

3 « 
o 

Of  what  de- 
scription 

:oE 

=5  3.= 

• p n 
c-  2, 

445 

In  the  line 

30,540 

a 0,340 

Muskets,  fusees 
and  rifles 

710 

A9 

Riflemen 

3,025 

2,031 

Rifles 

SI 

23 

Cavalry 

969 

3.89 

Pairs  of  pistols 

"385 

10. 

Light  inft. 

739 

226 

Fusees 

24 

2 

Artillery 

86 

2l 

25  j 

1 pounders  } 
Fusees  y 

15 

Westphalia. 

The  kingdom  of  Westphalia,  (says  a London 
paper)  as  it  stands  at  present  according  to  the  trea- 
ty concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  15th  day  of  May, 
1811,  contains  8,253  1-4  square  miles,  and2,065,973 
inhabitants,  without  inluding  the  army  which  con- 
sists of  30.000  men  ; so  that  it  has  267  souls  for 
each  square  mile. 

The  Lutherans  amount  to  1,490,343  ; the  reform 
ed  tb  293,837  ; the  Catholics  to  263,124  ; the  Jews  to 
18,280  ; and  the  remainder  consists  of  a few  Menon 
ites  and  Moravian  brothers. 

In  the  whole  kingdom  there  are  205  cities,  96 
burgs,  4,438  villages,  1,150  hamlets,  and  2,316 
single  houses. 

The  population  of  the  cities  and  towns  amounts 
to  668,820  souls,  and  that  of  the  country  besides  to 
1,397,144.  The  total  value  of  the  buildings  was 
estimated  in  the  offices  of  insurance  against  fire,  at 
672,418,618  francs,  75  cents. 

The  kingdom  is  divided  into  eight  departments, 
under  the  following  names  ; Ader,  Elbe,  Fulda, 
Leine,  Ocker,  Saale,  Werra  and  Hartz.  These 
departments  are  divided  into  28  districts,  397  can- 
ton^ 3,456  communes,  285  mayoralties  of  cantons 
and  408  justices  of  peace,  which  form  the  resort 
of  twenty- eight  district  tribunals,  eight  criminal 
courts  and  two  tribunals  of  appeal. 


Statistical  notices — British. 

From  the  return  of  the  present  population  of 
Great  Britain,  presented  to  the  house  of  commons 
On  the  17th  of  Jan.  it  exceeds  11,600,000.  In  Jan. 
1801'  the  total  was  about  ten  millions. 

The  number  of  bankrupts  gazetted  in  London  in 
the  last  35  years  amounts  to  28,706.  The  number 
in  the  year  1777  were  609,  and  in  the  year  1811 
there  were  2644. 

By  the  return  of  population  for  Scotland,  it  ap 
pears  that  Glasgow  now  contains  108,830  inhabi 
Unts,  and  consequently  is,  in  point  of  population, 
the  second  city  in  Great-Britain  Edinburgh  con- 
tains 103,143,  and  is  the  third,  after  which  corner 
Manchester  and  Liverpool,  the  former  98  573,  and 
the  latter  98,371.  . ' ' ‘ 


In  the  English  house  of  commons  on  the  17th  of 
January,  the  house  having  gone  into  a committee 
of  supply,  Mr.  Yorke  said,  that  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  it  would  not  be  expe- 
dient to  reduce  the  number  of  seamen  ; and  he 
should,  therefore,  propose  that  the  same  number 
should  be  voted  for  this  year  as  for  the  last,  viz. 

145.000  seamen,  including  31,400  marines.  The 
following,  among  other  sums,  were  then  voted  in 
the  committee  : 

3,345,875/  for  thirteen  months  pay  for  the  145,000 
seamen. 

4,000,000  and  upwards  for  provisioning  them. 

3.675.000  for  tear  and  wear  of  ships. 

649,850  for'the  ordnance  of  the  navy. 

20.000  for  the  relief  of  American  loyalists. 

12.000  for  the  relief  of  Corsican  emigrants. 

8.000  for  the  St.  Domingo  sufferers. 

3.000  for  the  Dutch  emigrants. 

123,000  for  the  suffering  clergy  of  France. 

A sum  for  French  emigrants. 

1,200  for  the  public  office,  Bow  street. 

70,800  for  the  expence  of  maintaining  and  em- 
ploying convicts. 

30.000  for  law  charges. 

21.000  for  printing  votes  of  the  house  of  lords. 

20.000  for  printing  votes  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons. 

4,167  for  printing  bills,  &c. 

N.  Y.  flier.  Adv . 


Trade  to  Liverpool. 

A statement  of  the  quantity  of  the  leading  articles 
of  American  produce,  imported  into  Liverpool, 
from  the  1st  January  to  the  31st  December,  1811  ; 
with  a comparative  view  of  the  imports  of  this  and 
the  preceding  year,  and  an  estimate  of  the  stocks 
on  hand  at  this  period.  [N&rc. 
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List  of  Goods 

Exported  from  Archangel  to~ the  United  States  of 
America , in  1811,  in  forty-eight  skips. 
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Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday , March  12. 

DUTY  ON*  EXPORTS. 

Mr.  Mitchill  observed  that  he  wished  to  submit  to  the  house  a 
proposition  which  he  had  Ion  g revolved  in  his  mind.  It  was  ana- 
mendment  of  the  constitution  in  the  section  forbiding  a duty  to  be 
laid  upon  articles  exported  from  the  several  states.  The  conven- 
tion, who  framed  that  invaluable  instrument,  had  guarded  with  a 
jealous  caution  the  products  of  our  land  and  industry.  They  had, 
foreseen  an  inconvenience  that  might  have  arisen  from  imposing 
export  duties  upon  certain  articles,  as  beef,  pork,  potash,  tobacco, 
cotton  or  bread  stuffs ; for  example,  in  their  bearing  upon  particu- 
lar members  of  the  confederacy,  or  upon  selected  classes  of  proprie- 
tors and  their  business.  Considering  the  inhabitants  as  chiefly  en- 


he  owned,  strong  reasons  in  favor  of  this  provision  originally.  Put 
time,  and  the  varied  condition  of  ftciety,  had  remarkably  dimin- 
ished their  force. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  constitution  in  1787,  and  its  ratifica- 
tion by  the  states  in  1788,  great  alterations  had  taken  place  in  our 
domestic  condition.  And  changes  yet  more  considerable  had  been 
experienced,  with  those  pans  of  the  World  With  which  we  held  the 
closest  connection.  In  trie  lapse  of  twenty  four  years,  our  people 
had  become  proficients  in  manufactures.  The  native  materials  ot 
the  country  had  been,  by  the  labor  and  skill  of  the  inhabitants, 
worked  up  into  a thousand  forms.  Raw  materials  from  abroad  had 
been  subjected  to  similar  processes  of  art;  and  the  distilled  spirits, 
the  cotton  and  hempen  yarn,  the  preparations  ofleather,  wool,  wood 
and  iron,  and  many  other  tilings,  w ere  studiously  sought  after  by 
persons  beyond  the  seas.  He  believed  it  would  be  just  and  proper 
to  raise  money  jin  foreign  consumption.  This  might  be  effected  by 
a moderate  and  discreet  export  duty  upon  the  produets  of  our  own 
agriculture  and  manufacture,  as  they  departed  from  our  ports  on 
tlieir  destination  to  distant  markets. 

The  efficacy  of  such  a measure  made  him  regret  that  the  legisla- 
ture did  not  possess  the  authority  to  adopt  it.  In  our  commercial 
eompetetions  with  other  nations,  we  were  alwas  crippled  through 
the  want  of  such  a power.  It  was  an  engine  which  they  employed 
most  severely  against  us.  In  our  attempts  to  countervail  these  regu- 
lations. however  ad  verse,  and  to  meet  tlieir  system  by  a correspond- 
ing and  retaliatory  system,  we  were  constantly  fettered  and  ham- 
pered by  a constitutional  restriction.  The  western  sovereignties 
of  Europe,  and,  indeed;  commerce  itself  bad  suffered  such  turnings 
and  overturnings,  that  he  believed  we  ought  to  disengage  ourselves 
as  quickly  as  we  conveniently  could  from  the  prohibitory  clause  ot 
our  constitution.  While  the  belligerent  empires  threw  so  many 
impediments  in  the  way  of  liberal  and  advantageous  intercourse,  it 
was  our  duty  to  remove  from  the  path  an  obstruction  placed  there 
by  ourselves. 

’ Mr.  M.  said  lie  was  particularly  desirous  ofinviting  attention  to  the 
subject  at  this  juncture.  By  the  diminution  which  our  imports  had 
undergone,  there  Whs  a serious  defalcation  of  the  revenue  herefore 
derived  from  the  impost.  The  eXpences  of  the  government  had, 
at  the'samelseason,  been  exceedingly  increased.  The  wisest  heads  had 
been  engaged  in  devising  a plan  for  raising  the  requisite  supplies. 
The  amendment,  which  he  meditated,  might  be  considered  as  con- 
taining a substitute  for  some  of  the  less  agreeable  of  war  taxes,— 
Or,  if  further  ways  and  means  were  necessary,  this  might  be  an 
auxiliary  to  the  projected  or  any  other  mode  of  replenishing  the 
treasury.  And  thus,  by  a per  centage  from  produce  exported  as 
dd  b 


Trade  to  Lisbon. 

A list  of  the  merchant  vessels  that  arrived  in  the  port 
of  Lisbon,  from  the  ls£  of  January  to  the  31s£  of 
December , 1811. 

American, 

Algerine, 

Bremen, 

Danish, 

Spanish, 

Hamburgueze, 

Hanoverian, 

English, 

N.  B.  In  the  above  list,  ships  of  war,  transports 
^nd  small  Portuguese  coasting  schooners,  are  not 

Included. 


802 

Jerusalem, 

2 

1 

Kniphausen, 

1 

3 

Morocco, 

2 

1 

Ottoman, 

42 

119 

Portuguese, 

333 

3 

Prussian, 

6 

2 

Papen  burghers. 

10 

860 

Swedish 

2 

be  a twofold  chance,  a double  oppor- 
tunity, of  collecting  money  for  the  public  service.  The  method,  Mr. 


well  as  imported,  there  woul 


M.  thought,  would  be  both  cheap  and  easy;  and.  in  other  respects, 
as  unexceptionable  as  any  he  could  think’of. 

He  nevertheless  begged  the  house  to  observe,  that  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  press  an  immediate  decision.  Ifby  bringing  the  matter  for- 
ward, he  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  excite  a serious  inquiry  into 
its  measures,  he  should  feel  high  gatifieation  ; and  should  the  pro- 
posal be  eventually  found  worthy  of  support,  he  should  experience 
additionally  pleasure.  In  the  hope  of  such  a result,  he  asked  leave 
to  lay  his  motion  on  the  table,  for  consideration,  in  the  following 
terms,  to  wit.  _ . 

“ Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unitea 
States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled,  t wo-thirds  of  both  bouses 
deeming  it  necessary,  that  the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the 
legislatures  of  the  several  states  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  U.  States,  which  when  ratified  by  three-fourths,  of  the  said 
legislatures,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  part  ot  the 
constitution,  to  wit.  . , 

The  sentence  consisting  of  the  words  “ no  tax  or  duty  shall  be 
laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  state?  in  the  ninth  section  ot  the 
first  article  of  the  constitution,  is  hereby  repealed  ; and  the  place 
tlierof  is  inserted  the  following:  “Congress  shall  have  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts,  as  well  upon  export*  as 
imports.” 

Friday , March  13. — Mr.  Cheves  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  premising  he  was  induced  to 
propose  it  from  a wish  to  bring  before  congress  the 
claim  of  one  of  his  constituents,  which  would  be 
embraced  in  the  scope  of  this  enquiry  : 

“ Resolved  that  the  committee  of  public  lands  be 
directed  to  enquire  what  provision  ought  to  be  made 
respecting  lands  granted  by  the  British  government 
of  West-Fiorida,  not  subsequently  recognised  by 
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the  Spanish  government,  and  the' claims  to  which 
have  been  filed  according  to  law  with  the  registers 
of  the  United  States  ; and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise.” 

After  some  general  objections  by  Mr.  Rhea,  the 
resolution  avas  adopted. 

Mr.  Porter  moved  for  leave  for  the  committee  ot 
foreign  relations  to  sit  during  the  sittings  of  the  house. 

— Granted. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  un- 
finished business,  viz.  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  bill  for  enabling  the  people  of 
Mississippi  territory  to  forma  constitution  and  state 
government. 

An  amendment,  yesterday  offered  by  Mr.  Pom 
dexter,  in  the  following  words,  next  came  under 
consideration  : 

“Nor  shall  any  grant,  deed,  or  other  conveyance, 
heretofore  derived  from  any  authority  whatever,  be 
read  in  evidence  in  any  court  of  said  state  against 
any  grant  derived  from  the  United  States,  unless  the 
validity  of  the  same  shall  have  been  recognised  by 
the  United  States,  or  some  special  tribunal  constitu 
ted  by  them  for  the  purpose.” 

Mr.  Bacon  said  it  was  so  well  understood  what 
was  the  object  of  this  motion,  that  it  was  unneces- 
sary to  explain  the  grounds  of  objection  to  it.  He 
merely  rose  to  require  the  yeas  and  and  nays  on  its 
adoption. 

Which  were  accordingly  taken  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bassett,  Bibb,  Black- 
ledge,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bur  well,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Clay,  Coch- 
ran, Condit,  Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmore,  Earl, 
Findley,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gray,  Green,  Grundy,  B. 
Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper.  Hawes,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Kent,  Lacock, 
Lefever,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Moore,  M‘Coy,  Metcalf, 
Mitchill,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New,  NewboJd,  Newton,  Orrasby,  Pick- 
ens, Pleasants,  Pond,  Randolph,  Ridgely,  Roberts,  Rodman,  Sage, 
Seaver,  Shaw,  Smiiie,  G.  Smith,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tracy,  iroup, 
Van  Cortland,  Whitehall,  Winn. — 76. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bacon,  Baker,  Bigelow,  Bleecker,  Breckenndge, 
'Brigham,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Devenport,  Ely,  Emott,  Pitch, 
Gold,  Jackson,  Law,  Lewis  Livingston,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Pearson, 
Pitkin,  Porter,  Quincey,  Reed.  Richardson,  Simmons,  Stuart, 
Stow,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Turner,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilson,  Wright.— 37. 

The  question  on  the  bill’s  being  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  was  decided,  without  debate  : as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Basset,  Bibb, 
-Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Clay,  Cochran,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Earle,  Findley,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son, Goodwyn,  Gray,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall.  O.  Hall,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Kent,  Lacock,  Lefever,  Little,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Moor  , M'Coy,  M‘Kee,  M‘Kim,  Metcalf,  Mitchill,  Morrow, 
Nelson,  New,Newhold,  Newton,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Ridgely, Ring- 
gold,1 (Roberts,  Rodman,  Sage,  Seaver,  Shaw,  Sheffy,  Stanford,  Strong, 
Troup,  Turner,  Whitehill,  Widgery,  Wilson,  Winn.— 67, 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bacon,  Baker,  Bldgelow,  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Davenport,  Ely,  Emott, 
Fitch,  Jackson,  Law,  Lewis,  Livingston,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Pearson, 
Pitkin,  Pond,  Porter,  Quincy,  Reed,  Richardson,  Sammons,  Smiiie, 
G.  Smith,  Stuart,  Stow,  Sturges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  'Tracy,  Van 
Cortlandt,  Wheaton,  White,  Wright.— 39. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow  the  house  resolved  it- 
self into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Dawson  in 
the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  relinquish  to  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  New-Orleans  the  use  and  posses 
sion  of  a lofc  bf  ground  in  said  city.  The  bih  having 
been  gone  through  and  amended,  was  by  the  house 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

quarter-master’s  department. 

On  motion  then  made,  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Basset  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  for  establishing  a quarter-master’s 
department,  and  for  other  purposes  ; together  with 

- the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
house.  [This  bill  goes  to  establish  also  a commissa- 
ry-general’s department,  abolishing  that  of  Purvey- 
or of  pubtic  supplies.] 

The  committee  went  through  the  bill,  and  repor- 
ted it  to  (he  house. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  that  the  report  of  the  com- 


mittee of  the  whole  lie  on  the  table,  as  the  house 
was  thin,  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  sitting, 
and  the  bill  only  this  morning  la  d before  the  house. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to,  38  to  37. 
x\nd  the  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  March  16. — Mr.  Dawson  reported  a bill 
for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  and 
to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  that 
state  ; which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  naval  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of  the  senate 
to  the  bill  concerning  the  naval  establishment* 
made  a report  on  the  same. 

Tiie  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves, 
agreed  to  the  amendment  making  a reduction  of 
the  appropriation  for  repairs,  from  480,000  to  300 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Cheves  moved  thatthe  house  disagree  in  the 
amendment  limiting  the  appropriation  for  timber 
to  such  as  should  be  requitite  for  rebuilding  four  of 
the  old  frigates  ; to  that  which  goes  to  strike  out 
that  section  which  proposes  to  lay  up  all  the  gun- 
boats now  in  commission  ; and  to  that  going  to  re- 
move all  the  pursers  at  present  in  service  after  the 
1st  of  May  next,  thereafter  requiring  the  concur- 
ence  of  the  senate  in  all  such  appointments. 

Mr.  Cheves  assigned  his  reasons  for  the  motion. 
In  relation  to  the  first  amendment,  he  observed  that 
the  modification  of  the  senate  contemplated  the 
purchase  of  a description  of  timber  for  apavticular 
purpose,  which  would  not  call  for  more  than 
150,000  dollars,  although  four  times  that  amount, 
viz.  200,000  dollars  per  annum  for  three  years,  had 
been  appropriated.  As  to  the  second  amendment, 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  agreed  to,  as  to  the  gun- 
boats were  species  of  force  calculated  for  harbor 
defence  and  not  for  sea-service,  and  as  the  house 
with  that  view  had  directed  them,  until  necessary 
for  such  purpose,  to  be  laid  up  and  distributed  in 
the  several  harbors  along  the  coast.  The  last  a - 
mendment,  though  not  objectionable  is  principle, 
would  in  detail  be  detrimental  to  the  public  service, 
because  it  put  out  of  commission,  at  a month’s, 
notice,  all  the  present  pursers,  some  of  whom 
were  on  board  ships  in  Europe,  and  whose  places 
could  not  be  substituted  in  treble  that  time  ; and 
because  it  required  of  all  pursers  bonds  of  security 
to  the  enormous  amount  of  20,000  dollars  each, 
which  would  effectually  bar  a proper  selection  oi 
persons  for  that  station. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  M‘Kee  and  Mr 
Rhea  in  favor  of  the  first  amendment,  the  question 
on  disagreeing  to  it  was  taken  and  carried,  ayes  60. 
The  two  other  amendments  were  disagreed  to  with- 
out a division. 

The  bill  relinquishing  to  the  corporation  of  New 
Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a certain  lot  ot 
ground  in  said  city,  was  read  a third  time  and. 
passed. 

Mississippi  state  or  territory. — The  biR 
to  enable  the  people  of  the  Mississippi  territory  to 
form  a constitution  and  state  government,  and  for 
the  admission  of  the  same  into  the  union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  without  debate,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follow  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bassett,  Bibb.  Black- 
ledge,  Boyd,  Brown,  Rnrweli,  Butler,  Cheves,  Clay,  Cochran,  Con- 
dit. Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle,  Findleys 
Fisk,  Franklin,  Gholson, .Goodwyn,  Gray,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall, 
O.  Hall,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Kent,  Lacock,  Little,  Lowndes*. 
Lyle,  Macon,  Maxwell,  Moore,  M*Cov,  M'Kee,  M‘Kim,  Metcalf, 
Nelson,  New,  Newbdld,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Ridgely,  Roberts,  Rodman,  Sage,  Seaver,  Shaw,  G.  Smith,  J. 
Smith,  Stanford,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  Troup,  Turner,  WhitdiiJh 
Wilson,  Winn,  Wright.— 6$. 


u 
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TCAYS. — Messrs.  Bacon,  Baker,  Bigelow,  Bleeeker,  Brecken- 
rklge,  Brigham,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fitch, 
Cold,  GoliBborough,  Jackson,  Lewis,  Mitelull,  Pearson’,  Pitkin, 
Pond,  Potter,  Sammons,  Stow,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taimadge,  Tra- 
cy, Wheaton,  White,— 28. 

Quarter-master’s  department. — The  house 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  for  establishing 
a quarter  master’s  department. 

Considerable  desultory  discussion  took  place  on 
the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lacock  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
bill  as  establishes  the  office  of  commissary  general, 
as  a substitute  for  that  of  purveyor  of  public  sup- 
plies, which  the  bill  proposes  to  abolish. 

This  motion  was  supported  byMessrs.  Lacock  and 
Roberts,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Taimadge  and 
Wright.  It  was  contended  on  the  one  haud,  that 
Jto  good  purpose  would  be  answered  by  the  propos- 
ed change  ; that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  legis- 
lating a man  out  of  office,  if  that  was  not  the  object 
of  it  ; that  it  was  moreover  always  improper  to 
blend  in  the  same  bill  principles  not  necessarily 
connected,  thus  frequently  defeating  the  most  use- 
ful measures.  On  the  other  hand,  several  reasons 
were  urged  in  support  of  the  expediency,  in  a mi- 
litary point  of  view,  of  the  proposed  alteration  of 
the  present  system,  which  it  was  said  was  calcu- 
lated for  a time  of  peace,  and  not  for  a period  of 
war. 

The  question  on  the  motion  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  lost.  Yeas  24,  nays  79. 

The  salary  was  fixed  at  2,000  dollars  per  annum. 
Yeas  53,  Nays  50. 

Mr.  Roberts  proposed  to  graduate  the  salaries 
by  extending  the  reduction  of  the  salaries  to  the 
deputy  commissaries,  giving  them  twelve  hundred 
dollars  each  per  annum,  instead  of  2000  as  propos- 
posed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lacock  proposed  to  fix  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars as  the  salary  ■ and  after  some  observations 
from  Mr.  Fisk, 

Mr.  Roberts  modified  his  motion  to  fifteen  hun 
dred  dollars  ; which  was  agreed  to  as  the  proper 
salary  for  the  deputies. 

Some  other  amendments  were  made  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill ; and 

It  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 3d  reading. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Edward 
Coles,  his  Secretary. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 

tlnited  States. 

I lay  before  congress  a letter  from  the  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Great 
Britain,  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

March  13,  1812. 

BETTER. 

The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  majesty’s  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
United  States,  has  read  in  the  public  papers  of  this 
city,  with  the  deepest  concern,  the  message  sent  by 
the  president  of  the  United  States  to  congress  on  the 
fith  instant  and  the  documents  which  accompani 
ed  it. 

In  the  utter  ignorance  of  the  undersigned  as  to 
all  the  circumstances  alluded  to  in  these  documents, 
he  can  only  disclaim  most  solemnly,  on  his  own 
part,  the  having  had  any  knowledge  whatever  of 
the  existence  of  such  a mission,  or  of  such  trans 
actions  as  the  communication  of  Mr.  Henry  re- 
fers to,  and  express  his  conviction  that  from  what 
he  knows  of  those  branches  of  his  majesty’s  go 
v eriiment  with  which  hp  is  the  habit  of  having 


intercourse,  no  countenance  whatever  was  given 
by  them  to  any  schemes  hostile  to  the  internal  tran- 
quility of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned,  however,  cannot  but  trust 
that  the  American  government  and  the  congress  of 
the  United  States,  will  take  into  consideration  the 
character  of  the  individual  who  has  made  the  com- 
munication in  question,  and  will  suspend  any  fur- 
ther judgment  on  its  merits  under  the  circumstan- 
ces shall  have  been  made  known  to  his  majesty’s 
government. 

The  undersigned  requests  the  secretary  of  state 
to  accept  the  assurance  of  his  highest  consideration. 

(Signed)  AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

Washington , March  11,  1812. 

The  message  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Newton,  referred  to  the  committee  of  fo- 
reign relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tuesday , March  17.  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  this  day 
resumed  his  seat  in  the  house,  from  which  he  has 
been  absent  on  leave  for  some  time  past. 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  a petition  of  Stephen  Gi- 
rard, merchant  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
permission  to  enter  his  vessel,  called  the  Good 
Friends,  at  some  custom  house  of  the  United  States, 
which  vessel  now  lies  in  an  exposed  situation  at 
Amelia  island,  with  a cargo  of  British  merchandise 
on  bo^rd. — Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson. 

Resolved,  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  propriety  and  expediency,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  of  making  provision  by 
law,  for  carrying  into  effect,  in  behalf  ol  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war  of  the 
Virginia  line  on  state  establishment,  or  those  claim- 
ing under  them,  as  also  the  officers  and  soldiers 
employed  in  the  marine  service  of  the  said  state  of 
Virginia,  during  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  in 
behalf  of  any  other  meritorious  persons,  the  war- 
rants of  land  or  other  engagements,  obligatory  on 
the  good  faith  of  the  said  state,  which  may  have 
been  issued  or  entered  into  in  consideration  of  mili- 
tary services  ; by  assigning  to  the  said  officers  and 
soldiers,  or  those  claiming  under  them,  their  re- 
spective proportions  of  good  land  to  which  they 
may  be  entitled  in  virtue  of  any  engagement  on 
the  part  of  the  said  state  of  Virginia,  to  be  laid  off 
between  the  Scioto  and  Little  Miami  rivers  on  the 
north-west  side  ot  the  river  Ohio  ; and  ifa  sufficien- 
cy of  good  lands,  within  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  engagements,  on  the  part  of  Virginia, 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  aforesaid,  to  maintain 
sacred  and  inviolate  the  plighted  faith  of  the  said 
state,  cannot  be  obtained  within  the  limits  aforesaid, 
then  how  far  it  may  be  expedient  to  assign  to  the 
said  officers  and  soldiers,  or  those  claiming  under 
them,  other  good  lands  lying  in  any  state  or  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  out  of  any  public  lands 
whatever  ; and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  Nelson,  M‘Kee,  Morrow,  Bveckenridge, 
and  Gold,  were  appointed  a committee  accordingly* 

Wednesday , March  18. — Mr.  Burwell,  from  the 
committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  made 
an  unfavorable  report  on  the  memorial  of  Peter  Lan- 
dais,  recommending  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  memorial  and  papers.  Mr.  B.  explained  at  some 
length  the  grounds  of  the  report;  upon  the  fullest 
investigation  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  he 
had  no  claim  upon  the  United  States.  The  speak- 
er laid  before  the  house  a letter  from  Peter  Landais, 
praying  of  this  body  that  his  memorial  mav  be  read 
through  in  the  house  from  beginning  to  end,  that  it 
might  be  fully  understood  and  enable  the  members 
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to  judge  of  the  correctness  of  the  report.  Mr. 
Burwell  moved  that  the  report  lie  on  the  table,  to 
afford  an  opportunity,  if  desired,  for  the  reading 
of  the  memorial  : but  the  motion  was  negatived. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  report,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative  nem.  con. 

The  house  took  up  the  message  of  the  senate  ask- 
ing a conference  on  the  subject  of  the  disagreeing 
vote  of  the  two  houses  on  the  navy  bill,  and  con 
ferees  were  agreed  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  house. 

The  bill  to  establish  a quartermaster. general’s 
department,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed  without  opposition. 

The  house  took  into  consideration  the  bill  con- 
cerning post  roads. 

A question  for  recommitting  the  bill  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  was  lost,  and  it  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  committee  of  post-offices  and  post-roods. 
STATE  OF  LOUISIANA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Basset  in 
the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  state 
of  Louisiana  (now  Orleans  territory)  into  the  union, 
and  for  extending  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
the  same. 

The  several  blanks  in  the  bill  having  been  filled — 

[Messrs.  Poindexter,  Dawson,  and  Clay  made 
some  observations  thereon — the  latter  moved  that 
the  committee  now  rise,  report  progress  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again.  Agreed  to,  and  the  committee  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IV right. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Stanford  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
from  the  senate  making  further  provisions  for  the 
corps  of  engineers,  with  amendments  reported 
thereto.  The  bill  having  gone  through,  was  re- 
ported to  the  house. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  clause  appropriating  35,000  dollars  for 
the  erection  of  additional  buildings,  the  words  “ at 
suck  place  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States.” 

[ Mr.  Mttchill  spoke  in  favor  of  designating  West 
Point,  Mr.  Gold  regretted  the  amendment  proposed, 
and — ] 

Mr.  Lacoclc  said,  as  it  had  been  intimated  thatthe 
house  were  about  to  enter  on  a three  day’s  discus- 
sion on  this  subject,  it  was  scarcely  worth  while  to 
begin  at  so  late  an  an  hour.  He  therefore  moved 
to  adjourn.  Which  was  agreed  to. 

For  Thursday's  proceedings  seepage  48. 

Senate. — Friday  March  14. 

Message  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

I transmit  to  the  senate  a report  of  the  secretary 
of  state,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  10th 
inst.  JAMES  MADISON. 

March  12,  1812. 

REPORT. 

The  secretary  of  state  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  10th  instant  has  the 
honor  to  report,  that  this  department  is  not  in  pos- 
session of  any  names  of  persons  in  the  United  States 
who  have,  in  any  way  or  manner  whatever,  en- 
tered into  or  countenanced  the  project  or  the  views, 
for  the  execution  or  attainment  of  which  John  Hen- 
ry was  in  the  year  1809,  employed  by  sir  James 
\ Craig  ; the  said  John  Henry  having  named  no  per- 
sons or  person  as  being  concerned  in  the  said 
project  or  views  referred  to  in  the  documents  laid 
before  congress  on  the  9th  inst.  Which  is  respect- 
fully submitted.  JAMES  MONROE. 

D*pt.  of  stale , 12 th  March , 1812, 


John  Henry — the  British  agent. 

It  now  appears  universally  agreed  that  this  poli- 
tical torpedo  has  left  the  United  States  in  the  ship 
Wasp,  that  sailed  from  New-York,  on  the  10tli 
instant,  with  despatches  for  Europe.  As  every 
one  is  at  a loss  to  conjecture  why  this  vessel  was  so 
secretly  hastened  away,  or,  indeed,  why  she  was. 
sent  to  Europe  to  at  all,  seeing  the  extreme  folly 
of  missions  of  this  kind — some  have  supposed  that 
her  chief  object  was  to  carry  this  man  to  an  asy- 
lum in  France,  according  to  a stipulation  made  bv 
him  previous  to  his  disclosures,  considering  that 
his  life  would  be  unsafe  in  this  country  after  they 
should  be  published — while  others  declare  that  his 
departure  in  the  ship  was  rather  incidental  than 
pre-designed  ; and  that  she  has  been  ^dispatched  for 
the  common  purpose  of  wasting  time — the  Hornet 
being  soon  to  arrive,  and,  as  usual,  to  bring  nothing. 

Henry,  it  seems,  has  not  exposed  any  Ameri- 
can in  his  infamous  intrigue — secrecy,  in  this  re- 
spect, we  are  told,  was  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
agreement  between  him  and  the  government — but 
it  is  said  that  in  the  erased  parts  of  his  letters  the 
names  of  certain  eminent  men  are  still  discernable. 
But  these  are  mere  reports. 

It  is  asserted  in  many  of  the  public  papers,  op- 
posed to  the  present  administration,  that  Henry  re- 
ceived 50,000  dollais  from  the  “ contingent  fund”  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  all  his  letters  are  forge- 
ries. The  first  appears  probable  from  the  fact 

that  Henry  negociated  a check  at  the  Mechanics* 
Bank  in  this  city,  drawn  by  a bank  at  Washington 
on  the  Mechanics’  Bank  of  New  York,  in  which 
government  keeps  an  account,  for  the  sum  of  48 
thousand  dollars — and  it  is  positively  asserted  that 
this  money  was  drawn  from  the  treasury  in  the 
name  of  John  Graham,  chief  clerk  in  the  depart 
ment  of  state,  and  by  him  paid  to  Henry.  This 
may  be  true,  and  Henry's  secrets,  perhaps,  pur- 
chased too  dearly  ; for  they  only  give  proof  of  at 
fact  that  ninety-nine  of  a hundred  have  always  be 
lieved — to  wit,  that  the  Briti  h government  had  its; 
private  agents  in  the  United  States.  But  so  great  a 
reward  is  rather  calculated  to  assure  us  of  the  reali- 
ty of  the  facts  he  alledges,  than  otherwise.  The 
president  and  his  secretaries  are  mew  of  great,  saga- 
city,  and,  some  say,  of  extreme  cunning — perhaps 
no  persons  are  better  qualified  to  detect  an  imposi- 
tion or  this  kind  than  they  : it  is  morally  impossible 
that  the  caution  of  Madison,  the  experience  of 
Monroe,  the  sagacity  of  Gallatin  and  the  intelligence 
of  Pinkney,  could  all  be  set  at  nought  bv  theln°e- 
nuity  of  Henry,  knowing  the  high  responsibility 
they  assumed  in  giving  his  papers  to  the  world  as 
genuine.  Besides,  Henry's  own  conduct  stamps 
him  with  the  character  of  a knave— would  they 
trust  their  characters  to  his  keeping — would  thev 
purchase  a lie  of  a man  they  must  be  sure  would 
sell  an  opposing  truth  for  half  the  sum  they  <^ave. 
him  for  the  falsity  ? 

It  seems  very  certain  that  Henry  arrived  at  Wash 
ington  quite  poor  and  left  it  full  of  money— how  he 
obtained  it  is  not  so  well  ascertained.  But  wc 
know  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  what  he  states 
as  to  the  intrigue  he  was  employed  to  carry  on, 
though  sophistry  is  busily  employed  to  pojnt  out 
contradictions  in  his  letters  and  papers,  and  the 
British  minister  has  disavowed  all  knowledge  of  th  . 
matters  he  discloses.  There  is  an  internaf  as  well 
as  an  external  evidence  in  favor  of  his  depositions. 
The  signatures  have  been  proved— and  his  works 
were  manifest  at  Boston  in  the  time  stated. 
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The  annexed  article  from  the  United  States’ 
Gazette  will  aid  in  gratifying  the  curiosity  of  our 
readers. 

Xhe  following  extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in  Baltimore, 
with  whom  Henry  became  acquainted  in  his  late  tour,  is  com- 
municated for  publication  in  this  Gazette.  The  writer  is  well 
known  to  the  editor  as  a man  of  perfectly  unimpeachable  veracity 
and  honor;  of  course  every  thing  which  he  states,  as  having  fal- 
len under  his  own  observation,  may  be  relied  upon  with  the  most 
implicit  confidence.  The  letter  is  dated  15th  March. 

EXTRACT. 

“ Henry  introduced  himself  to  me  on  the  day  of  his  arrival  here, 
where  he  remained  from  the  24th  to  the  31st  January  ; and  during 
that  time  he  daily  visited  at  our  house,  and  made  himself  very  in- 
teresting to  us  by  his  general  deportment,  and  the  fund  of  informa- 
tion he  seemed  to  have  acquired  on  all  subjects.  He  returned  from 
the  south' ward  on  the  11th,  and  took  an  opportunity  of  mentioning 
to  me  the  conductofthe  British  government  towards  him ; complain- 
ed of  their  perfidy ; pledged  himself  that  he  would  avenge  his 
wrongs,,  that  he  would  turn  out  Wellesley,  Liverpool,  &c.  &c.  I 
recommended  to  him  to  consult  some  prudent,  sensible  friend,  be 
fore  he  resolved, oh  any  important  step : suggested  that  a rash  step 
in  such  an  affair  might  do  much  mischief  and  bring  ruin  on  him- 
self. In  a very  impassioned  manner  he  replied,  that  he  w ould  not 
consult  the  dictates  of  reason— his  feelings  alone  should  influence 
his  conduct  where  his  injuries  had  been  so  great.  He  could  never, 
he  said,  respect  himself  until  he  had  avenged  his  wrongs. 

On  the  day  he  left  town  I introduced  him  to  the  cashier  of  one  of 
our  banks,  who  negociated  a check  on  a New  York  bank,  drawn  by 
the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Columbia,  tax  forty-eight  thousand  dollars, 
by  giving  him  paper  on  Philadelphia,  and  smaller  paper  on  New 
York.  I received  a letter  from  him  about  two  weeks  after  his  com- 
munication to  Mr.  Monroe,  wherein  he  hints  at  the  explosion  in  the 
following  manner.  While  confining  himself  to  the  “ perfidy  and 
ingratitude  of  the  British  ministers,”  lie  adds:  “I  find  that  my  dis- 
appointment has  been  insidiously  ascribed  to  my  own  indiscretion 
rather  than  to  their  dishonesty  ; but  I have  laid  a plan  for  their  pun- 
ishment and  exposure  that  w ill  make  them  feel  that  I am  no  cpn- 
temptible  enemy-.  Should  you  see  any  publication  on  that  subject 
at  any  tone,  I give  you  full  liberty  to  repeat  all  I have  told  you,  and 
be  particularly  careful  to  repel  w ith  indignation  any  insinuation 
the  spirit  of  party  may  suggest,  that  my  political  mission,  or  the 
papers  connected  w ith  it,  contains  single  line  that  can  expose  any 
human  being  in  the  United  States  to  censure.” 

Before  leaving  Washington  he  received  a deed  from  Conte  de 
CriUon  for  an  estate  in  Languedoc — Consideration  expressed  in  the 
conveyance  400,000  francs.  I know  not  whether  this  Count  has  or 
has  not  received  any  part  of  the  enormous  sum  which  we. are  not 
permitted  to  doubt  government  paid  Henry  for  his  disclosures.”— 
The  following  articles,  purporting  to  be  copies  of  treasury  drafts, 
we  find  published  in  the  Alexandria  Herald  of  the  18tli  instant. 
No.  To  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 

4321.  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  greeting 

Pay  to  John  Graham  or  order  forty  nine  thousand  dollars,  being 
on  account  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  and 
for  which  sum  he  is  to  be  charged  and  held  accountable,  for  so  do- 
ing this  shall  be  your  warrant. 

Dollars  49,000  1 Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  the 

Entered  in  the  register’s  I treasury  this  tenth  day  of  February, 
olfice  this  tenth  day  of  Feb- l in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tliou- 
"bruary,  1812.  j send  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and 

Jos.  Stretch , | of  independence  the  thirty-sixth, 

for  the  register. J 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Countersigned,  , 

Richard  Rush,  comptroller.  Diplomatic  department. 

Endorsed, 

Received,  February  10, 1812 —John  Graham. 
Paid,  Bank  of  Columbia,  Washington,  fhos.  T.  Tucker,  Treas.  U.S. 
No.  To  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, 

4322.  ' Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  greeting. 

Pay  to  John  Graham  or  order,  one  thousand  dollars,  being  on 
account  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  secretary  of  state’s  of- 
fice, and  for  which  sum  he  is  to  be  charged  and  held  accountable 
for  so  doing  tliis  shall  be  your  warrant. 

Dollars  1,000.  Giv  en  under  my  hand  and  seal  of 

Entered  in  the  register’s  | the  treasury  this  tenth  day  of 

office  tliis  tenth  day  of  Febru-  1 February,  in  the  year  of  our 
ry,  1812,  \ Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun  - 

' Jos.  Stretch , 1 dred  and  tw  elve,  and  of  indepen- 

for  the  register.J  deuce  the  thirty  sixth. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Countersigned, 

Richard  Rush,  eomptrol!  er. 

Civil  department,  contingent  expenses,  secretary  of  state’s  office. 

Endorsed, 

Received,  February  10,  1832,  John  Graham. 

Paid.  Bank  of  Columbia,  city  of  Washington, 

Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  treasurer  of  the  U.  S. 


Earthquake. 

Extract  of  a letter  f rom  a gentleman  of  the  first  respectability  in 
Nashville,  to  his  frie ml  in  Neiv-Tark,' dated  Feb.  22,  1812. 

*'c  i was  yesterday  in  company  with  a gentleman 
immediately  from  Natch  ez,  who  informed  me,  that 
from  the  best  intelligence  that  could  be  collected  on 


a journey  from  Orleans  to  this  country  by  land, 
there  is  about  two  hundred  miles  ol  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi,  nearly  destroyed  ; that  on  the 
western  shore  of  the  Mississippi,  and  in  considerable 
distance  south  of  a recent  settlement  called  New- 
M ad  fid,  there  was  sunk,  about  sixty  feet  deep,  three 
or  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  that  has  formerly 
part  of  a prairie  of  considerable  extent.  Subse- 
quently to  some  of  the  severest  shocks,  he  goes  on 
to  relate,  that  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  were  so 
strongly  impregnated  with  the  effluvia  of  matter, 
supposed  to  have  undergone  combustion,  as  to  be 
unfit  for  use;  that  the  bed  of  this  great  river  has 
been  thrown  upward  in  a number  of  places  former- 
ly deemed  unfathomable,  so  high  as  to  impede  the 
navigation,  especially  for  vessels  of  any  considera- 
ble tonnage;  that  in  a sand  bar  which  has  lately  made 
its  appearance,  there  is  discoverable  a large  quanti- 
ty of  wood  coal  ; and  that  the  forests  adjacent  to 
where  the  effects  of  these  convulsions  are  most  vi- 
sible, have  been  broken,  down  by  the  abruptness  of 
the  undulatory  motion  of  the  earth.  This  gentle-- 
man  also  states,  that  near  the  post-road  between 
Natchez  and  Nashville,  several  hillocks  of  fine 
white  sand  have  been  protruded  upward  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground,  through  a deep  black  soil  co- 
vered with  cane  brake.  But  since  obtaining  the 
above  information,  I was  advised  by  judge  Hum- 
phrey’s (who  remarked  at  the  same  time,  that  he 
was  fearful  the  communications  he  had  to  make 
were  too  well  founded)  that  intelligence  had  reached 
him  relative  to  the  effects  produced  by  the  shock  of 
the  7th  February.  He  states,  from  sources  of  the 
highest  respectabilky,  that  a considerable  tract  of 
country,  within  the  vicinity  of  New  Madrid,  be- 
tween the  latitude  of  36,  and  36,  30,  N.  was  imme- 
diately consequent  upon  the  convulsion  of  the  7ch 
of  February,  inundated  with  water,  which  spouted 
in  torrents  from  fissures  of  amazing  width  ; — that 
the  country  surrounding  New-Madrid  for  15  or  20 
miles,  was,  in  a few  minutes,  covered  with  water 
waist  deep  through  which  the  terrified  inhabitants 
were  forced  to  wade  to  higher  lands,  for  safety  ; 
that  the  water  was  so  warm  as  to  evidence  the  pre- 
vious action  of  subterraneous  fire,  and  so  strong- 
ly tinctured  with  combustible  matter,  as  to  re- 
semble water  impregnated  with  pulverized  gun- 
powder. He  also  states,  that  the  trLes,  in  several 
places,  were  rent  asunder  and  broken  down  by  the 
convulsion  ; and  that  a mountain  of  considerable 
height  had,  during  the  night,  arisen  from  the  level 
of  what  had  before  been  a plain.” 


The  Grand  Canal. 

The  following  article  concludes  a pamphlet,  now 
in  circulation,  in  the  form  of  a letter  addressed! 
to  Simeon  De  Witt,  esq.  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  to  explore  the  ground,  and  make 
a report  on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  im- 
provement of  the  water  communication  between 
Lake  Erie  and  the  North  River.  [Albany  Register-. 
“ It  may  be  said  with  great  truth,  that  the  pro- 
ject of  making  a canal  communication  from  the 
Great  Lakes  to  Hudson  river,  is  by  far  the  most 
important  that  has  heretofore  been  presented  to  any 
of  the  United  States.  Reflecting  on  the  advantage 
that  must  be  produced  by  its  completion,  the  mind 
is  lost  in  wonder.  On  examining  the  map  of  the 
United  States,  it  will  readily  be  seen,  that  the 
whole  of  that  immense  tract  of  country  west  of  the 
Allegany  mountains,,  which  forms  a part  of  the 
states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  as  well  as  tbgt 
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which  comprehends  the  states  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennesese,  Ohio,  the  country  bordering  on  the 
Illinois  river,  and  also  that  which  lies  west  of  De 
troit,  and  the  whole  shores  of  the  Great  Lakes,  ex- 
cepting the  north  side  of  Ontario,  can  have  no  com- 
munication to  the  Atlantic,  so  easy  and  cheap,  as  by 
means  of  a canal  from  lake  Erie  to  Hudson  river. 

“ The  produce  of  this  extensive  tract  of  coun- 
try, passing  through  this  state  to  the  metropolis 
will  make  it  probably  the  largest  commercial  city  in 
the  world.  Our  citizens  residing  in  that  district  ol 
country  which  lies  west  of  the  Seneca  lake,  will 
derive  immediate  benefit  from  the  canal,  as  they 
will  find  at  their  doors  a ready  sale  for  their  wheat, 
which,  at  not  more  than  twenty  cents  per  bushel, 
may  be  brought  to  this  city.  The  facility  and 
cheapness  with  which  their  produce  might  be  con 
veyed  to  market,  w.ould  raise  the  lands  in  that  dis- 
trict to  more  than  twice  their  present  value,  and 
every  other  part  of  the  country  would  be  propor- 
tionahly  benefited. 

“ A trade  in  plaister  of  Paris  and  Salt  would  be 
opened,  by  means  of  the  canal,  to  an  extent  that 
cannot  be  easily  calculated — salt,  for  instance, 
might  be  brought  to  Albany,  and  sold  at  a profit, 
for  three  shillings  per  bushel, *after  paying  a reason- 
able toll  for  the  use  of  the  canal.  A considerable 
quantity  of  plaister  of  Paris  is  now  sent  by  way  of 
Ithica  to  Oswego,  and  from  thence  down  the  Sus- 
quehannah  as  far  as  Wilksbarre  and  Northumber- 
land, and  sold  at  those  places  for  fifteen  dollars  per 
ton,  which  is  one  half  what  it  costs  them  to  bring 
it  from  Philadelphia  ; and  respectable  persons  on 
the  Susquehannah  'state,  that  the  price  of  land  on 
that  river,  has  risen  in  value  twenty-five  per  cent, 
from  the  introduction  of  plaister  from  the  state  of 
New  York,  at  so  much  lower  rate  than  they  were 
heretofore  supplied  from  Philadelphia.  The  coun 
try  on  the  North  River,  as  well  as  most  parts  of 
this  state  and  Vermont,  might  be  supplied  with 
plaister,  by  means  of  the  canal  at  a lower  rate  than 
from  Nova  Scotia.  One  moment’s  reflection  will 
serve  to  show,  that  by  a canal  navigation,  the  trade 
in  this  article  would  be  astonishingly  great,  and 
most  parts  of  the  state  exceedingly  benefited.  An- 
other highly  important  advantage,  that  would  be 
afforded  to  our  citizens  in  the  western  part  of  the 
state  is,  in  being  enabled  to  send  butt-staves  to 
New-York — One  thousand  butt-staves  being  twelve 
hundred  pieces,  will  weigh  ten  tons,  and  may  he 
brought  (paying  a reasonable  toll)  to  Albany  for 
sixty  dollars,  and  for  freight  to  New-York,  hand- 
ling, carting,  &c.  forty  dollars,  making  a total  of 
one  hundred  dollars.  The  price  at  Quebec  was 
lately  three  hundred  dollars  ; there  will  remain 
therefore  a value  at  the  head  of  the  canal  at  Lake, 
Erie,  of  two  hundred  dollars.  Let  eighty  be  de- 
ducted for  expenses  of  commissions  and  contin- 
gencies, the  balance  will  be  one  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  for  twelve  hundred  staves,  made  of  white 
oak  which  is  now  reduced  to  ashes  to  clear  the  land. 

“ It  is  needless  to  go  further  into  the  detail  on 
the  importance  of  connecting  the  waters  of  lake 
Erie  with  Hudson  river,  as  the  intention  of  this 
communication,  is  merely  to  draw  the  public  mind 
to  reflect,  on  the  great  advantages  that  would  result 
from  such  an  improvement;  and  if  the  -mportance 
of  it  is  rightly  understood,  and  duly  appreciated,  it 
would  most  certainly  be  completed,  without  waiting 
to  make  calculations — as  the  immense^benefits  aoc! 
advantage  that  it  would  produce  to  the  state  at  large, 
cannot  be  calculated.” 

* New-York  currency — §7  I Z cents.  u. 


To  agents  and  readers. 

The  gentlemen  who  have  so  kindly  undertaken 
to  act  as  agents  for  the  Weekly  Register,  have 
been  furnished  with  the  bills  due  at  their  respective 
places  of  residence  ; hut  in  case  of  omissions,  and 
some  such,  perhaps,  there  are,  they  are  authorized 
to  give  receipts  to  every  gentleman  whose  name  as 
a subscriber  they  originally  received  and  trans- 
mitted ; and  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  the  sub- 
scribers, generally,  will  promptly  pay  their  several 
dues,  whieh  are.indispensibly  necessary  to  the 
well-being  of  this  incipient  establishment,  whose 
disbursements  have  been  much  greater  than  ever 
was  anticipated. 

The  agents  of  the  Register,  in  receiving  new 
names,  will  pleaseto  be  particular  in  enquiring  whe- 
ther the  work  is  desired  from  the  first  number , or 
from  the  commencement  of  the  second  volume,  if 
from  the  former,  the  sum  of  five  dollars  must  be 
paid  in  advance — if  from  the  latter,  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  at  the  time  of  subscribing.  These  condi- 
tions must  be  observed  to  secure  regularity  on  the 
books  of  the  office,  and  will  prevent  much  trouble 
in  future,  it  being  designed  to  collect  but  once  a year . 
For  several  good  reasons  the  design  of  raising  the 
price  of  the  first  volume  has  been  abandoned — the 
few  remaining  sets  will  be  disposed  at  the  original  rate. 

A supplement  accompanies  the  present  number; 
and  our  readers  will  have  no  reason  to  complain  for 
the  want  of  matter  or  variety  of  articles . En  'passant 
we  may  be  permitted  to  observe  that  it  is  an  evidence 
we  respect  our  patrons  to  the  amount  of  $52,  which 
is  the  cost  of  every  supplement* 

It  has  been  desired  by  several  subscribers  that  the 
Register  should  be  transmitted  without  folding  it 
more  than  in  the  octavo  size;  an  object  certainly  very 
desirable,  but  inexpedient,  for  the  want  of  body  hi 
most  of  the  packages  to  preserve  them  from  suffer- 
ing greater  damage  by  the  rougher  usage  they  must 
meet  with  in  their  damp  state , by  exposing  a much 
larger  surface,  See.  To  those  places  where  there  arc*, 
about  twenty  subscribers,  or  upwards,  they  might 
be  so  transmitted,  provided  the  post-masters  would, 
agree  to  deliver  them  agreeably  to  a list  of  subscri- 
bers I would  send  them,  without  superscription . 
But  if  every  subscriber,  while  the  Register  is  damp 
would,  in  the  first  place,  examine  if  it  be  evenly 
folded,  and  then  place  it,  fora  very  short  time,  be- 
tween two  books,  or  any  other  even  surfaces,  the 
wrinkles  would  entirely  disappear.  As  soon  as 
the  weather  is  such  that  the  paper  makers  will 
venture  to  size,  a very  high  sized  paper  will  be 
made,  for  the  express  purpose  of  enveloping  and 
securing  every  number.  Some  complaints  are 
still  made  of  the  irregular  manner  in  which  the 
Register  is  received  ; the  fault  docs  not  lie  with 
the  editor  or  the  post  office  here — all  the  papers 
are  packed  up  for  the  various  mails  that  leave  this 
place  on  the  day  of  their  publication,  and  are  sent 
by  them,  except,  sometimes,  from  their  quantity 
and  the  pre  occupancv  of  the  portmanteaus,  a few 
bundles  for  the  south  lay  over  until  the  succeeding 
day,  when  they  are  always  forwarded. 

* This  idea  is  borrowed  from  a pleasant  anecdote 
werecollectto  have  read  of  a Frenchman.  A proposi- 
tion was  talked  of  that  all  his  company  highly  com- 
mended, but  no  one  offered  more  than  good  words. 
The  Frenchman  .immediately  took  pen,' ink  and 
paper  and  headed  a subscription  list  with  a consi- 
derable sum, -saving  he  approved  of  the  plan  fo'tlta* 
amount.  The  humorous  manner  of  beginning  the 
matter  insured  its  success. 
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The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  March  21,  1812. 

The  legislature  of  New-York,  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  have  passed  the  bill  for  incorporating 
the  American  Bank , noticed  in  our  last — ayes  57, 
nays  45.  But  on  the  question  in  the  house  on  the 
engrossed  bill,  March  13,  the  doors  were  closed  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ogden,  that  bribes  had  been 
offered  to  induce  the  members  to  vote  in  favor  of 
this  establishment.  Wnaf  the  result  was  we  are 
uninformed  ; but  it  is  thought  the  bank  will  obtain 
a charter. 

Important  steam-boat  decision. — The  court  of  er- 
rors, on  Thursday  last,  unanimously  reversed  the 
judgment  of  chancellor  Lansing  in  refusing  an  in 
junction  on  the  Albany  steam-boats,  applied  for  by 
Messrs.  Livingston  and  Fulton.  By  this  decision 
the  injunction  is  confirmed,  and  the  exclusive  right 
of  Messrs.  Livingston  and  Fulton  to  the  navigation 
of  the  waters  of  this  state  by  steam  boats  establish 
ed  or  corroborated.  The  Albany  boats  are  there 
fore  prohibited  from  running,  excepting  under  the 
Clermont  company’s  right  or  license  ; and  a com- 
promise or  arrangement  to  that  effect  we  understand 
is  likely  to  take  place. — [iV.  Y.  Columbian. 

London,  January  15. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  brought  forward 
his  resolution  yesterday,  relative  to  the  prohibition 
of  distillation  from  grain,  from  the  15th  February 
next  to  the  31st  December.  He  stated  it  to  be  his 
intention  to  propose  such  an  addition  to  the  duties 
on  sugar-wash,  as  would  compensate  for  the  loss  of 
the  additional  duty  imposed  on  corn-wash.  He 
meant  also  to  propose  an  increased  duty  of  three  or 
four  shillings  a gallon  on  all  foreign  spirits  imported, 
with  the  exception  of  rum.  The  resolutions  to  this 
. effect  were  agreed  to. 

The  largest  emerald  which  has  ever  been  seen 
was  lately  imported  'rom  the  East  Indies  ; it  was 
one  of  the  most  valuable  stones  of  Tippoo  Saib’s 
crown.  It  is  of  an  extraordinary  size,  and  its 
weight  is  supposed  to  exceed  506  grains. 

Died,  on  Sunday,  the  12th  instant,  at  his  house, 
in  Charlotte  street,  of  a lingering  and  painful  di 
ses.se,  which  he  bore  like  a man  and  a soldier,  gene- 
ral sir  James  Henry  Craig. 

January  17. — It  is  now  ascertained,  from  a Dan 
ish  newspaper  of  the31st  December,  that  only  five 
seamen  and  one  marine  was  saved  from  the  Defence, 
of  74  guns,  and  it  is  supposed  the  whole  of  the 
crew  of  the  St.  George,  of  98  guns,  perished — 
These  two  vessels  have  lost  upwards  of  1400  men. 

January  18. — .The  Petersburg  Court  Gazette  of 
December  20,  contains  an  account  of  the  Russians 
gaining  a signal  victory  over  the  Turks  on  the  26th 
iNovember,  when  the  grand  vizier  crossed  the  left 
bank  of  the  Danube,  w^io  was  surrounded,  and  the 
troops  compelled  to  lay  down  their  arms  before  the 
Russians.  The  whole  of  the  Turkish  army,  in 
eluding  their  officers,  and  the  commander  in  chief 
Chaban  Ouglow,  a bashaw  of  three  tails,  surren- 
dered prisoners  of  war.  Fifty-six  pieces  of  cannon, 
magazines,  &c.  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Russians. 
This  army  has,  in  various  actions,  previous  to 
crossing  the  Danube,  lost,  iti  killed  and  wounded, 
about  10,000.  The  Turkish  army  consisted  of 
35,000  men.  It  is  supposed  the  above  victory  will 
lead  to  a peace  between  these  two  powers. 

Some  genuine  manusetips,  several  of  which  are 
in  the  hand  writing  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  have  been 
discovered  in  the  chest,  containing  records  of  the 
town  of  Haverford  West. 


Count  Rzevvuski,  of  Vfenna,  is  said  to  have  in  his 
possession  an  Arabian  manuscript,  written  in  the 
time  of  the  Crusades,  which  mention  some  curious 
particulars  telative  to  the  use  of  gun  powder  in  war, 
and  which  contains  a genuine  receipt  for  the  Greek 
fire.  The  count  is  now  employed  in  translating 
this  rare  and  valuable  work. 

The  Duke  of  Clarence,  by  his  promotion  to  admi 
ral  of  the  Fleet,  has  passed  over  the  following  ad- 
mirals, all  of  whom  are  senior  in  rank  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  viz. — Admiral  Digby,  Viscount  Brid- 
port,  sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  Viscount  Hood,  sir  Rich., 
Hughes,  lord  Hot  ham,  lord  Barham,  Earl  St. ’Vin- 
cent, and  Admiral  Cornish.  The  three  officers  who 
have  last  held  the  honorable  situation  of  Admiral 
of  the  Fleet,  were  all  appointed  as  being  the  next 
immediately  in  succession  : and  were.  Admirals 
Forbes,  Earl  Howe,  and  sir  Peter  Parker. 

On  Ae  evening  of  Saturday  the  7th  inst.  the  re- 
publ'can  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature 
formed  the  following  ticket  for  electors  of  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

Charles  Thomson,  Montgomery  county  ; David 
Mitchell,  Cumberland ; Paul  Cox,  Philadelphia 
city;  Isaac  Worrell,  ditto;  Michael  Baker,  ditto 
county;  Joseph  Engle,  Delaware;  James  Fulton, 
Chester;  Isaiah  Davis,  Montgomery  ; John  White- 
hill,  Lancaster ; Edward  Crouch,  Dauphin;  Hugh 
Glasgow,  York;  David  Fullerton,  Franklin;  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Adams;  Robert  Smith,  Bucks  : Natha- 
niel Meichler,  Northampton  ; Charles  Shoemaker, 
Berks  ; James  Mitchell,  Somerset ; John  Murray. 
Northumberland  ; Clement  Paine,  Ontario  ; Arthur 
Moore,  Huntingdon;  Henry  Alshouse,  Westmore- 
land ; James  Stevenson,  Washington  ; Abijah  Min- 
er, Greene  ; Adamson  Tannehill,  Allegany  ; David 
Mead,  Crawford. 

It  is  understood  they  will  support  James  Madison „ 
as  President,  and  George  Clinton  as  Vice  President 
oi  the  United  States. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Thursday , March  19.— Mr.  M‘Kirn  presented  the  petition  ofsun- 
drv  persons  in  Baltimore  praying  an  additional  duty  on  imported 
copper.  Referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures. 

Mr.  Porter  from  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  made  a re- 
port in  part  on  the  business  of  Henry,  Craig,  &c.  Consisting  of  a 
long  examination  of  a certain  count  Edward  de  trillion,  now  iu 
this  city,  with  the  following  preamble. 

The  committee  report , 

That  they  did  not  deem  it  necessary  or  proper  to  go  into  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  authenticity  of"  the 'documents  communicated  to 
congress  on  the  responsibility  of  a co-ordinate  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment ; it  may  nevertheless  be  satisfactory  to  the  house  to  be 
informed,  that  the  original  papers,  with  the  evidence  relating  to 
them,  in  possession  of  the  executive,  were  submitted  to  their  ex* 
animation,  and  were  such  as  to  fully  satisfy  the  committee  of  their 
genuineness. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  disclosure  of  Henry  were 
made  to  the  government,  involving  considerations  of  political  ex- 
pediency, have  prevented  the  committee  from  making  those  disclo- 
sures the  basis  of  any  proceeding  against  him  ; and  from  the  caret  ul 
concealment  on  Ids  part  of  any  circumstances  that  would  lead  to  the 
discovery'  and  punishment  of  any  individuals  within  the  U.  States, 
(should  there  be  any  such)  who  were  nominally  connected  with  him 
no  distinct  object  was  presented  the  committee  by  the  communi  - 
cation  for  the  exercise  of  the  powers  with  which  they  were  invested 
of  sending  for  persons  and  papers.  On  being  informed  however 
that  there  was  a foreigner  in  the  city,  who  lately  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  Europe  with  Henry,  (Count  Edward  de  Crillon)  and  was 
supposed  to  he  in  his  confidence,  the  committee  thought  proper  to 
send  for  him. — His  examination  taken  under  oath  and  reduced  ro 
writing,  they  herewith  transmit  to  the  house. 

The  transaction  disclosed  by  the  message  of  the  president  pre • 
sents  to  the  minds  of  the  committee  conclusive  evidence  tluit  the 
British  government  at  a oeriod  of hence,  and  during  the  most  friendly 
professions , have  been  deliberately  and  perfidiously  pursuing  mea- 
sures to  divide  these  states,  and  to  involve  the  citizens  in  all  the  guilt 
of  treason  and  the  horrors  of  a civil  war.  It  is  not  however  the 
intention  of  the  committee  to  dwell  upon  a proceeding  which,  at  ati 
times,  and  among  all  nations,  has  been  considered  one  of  the  most 
aggravated  character' ; and  which,  from  the  nature  of  cur  govern- 
ment, depending  on  a virtuous  union  of  sentiment,  ought  to  be 
regarded  by  us  with  the  deepest  abhorrence. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  lie  on  the  table, 
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If <EC  olim  mcminisse  juvabit. — Virgil. 

pTmtcd  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  Water-street,  near  the  Merchants’  Coffee-House,  at  .f  >.  , , 


Interesting  Correspondence. 

SOCIETY  OF  ARTISTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

At  a meeting  of  the  society,  held  at  the  Pennsylva 
nia  academy,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  the  following 
letters  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  published  : 
Philadelphia,  Djec.  22,  1811. 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire,  . 

Sxr} An  association  has  lately  been  tormed  in 

this  citv,  consisting  of  artists  and  amateur?  resid- 
ing in  different  parts  of  the  union,  under  the 
title  of  the  Society  of  Artists  of  the  United  States. 

I am  requested  to  communicate  to  you,  in  the 
name  of  the  society,  that  you  were  unanimously 
elected  an  honorary  member,  at  a special  meeting, 
held  on  the  15th  inst. 

Y our  love  for  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  your  long 
and  unremitted  exertions  to  promote  the  indepen- 
dence and  prosperity  of  our  country,  are  known  to 
all  the  world  : — A society  having  for  its  object,  the 
cultivation  of  the  fine  arts  throughout  this  extensive 
and  flourishing  republic,  cannot  tail  to  meet  your 
approbation,  and  receive  your  cordial  co-operation. 

The  establishment  of  schools  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  arts,  on  liberal  principles  ; and  pe 
riodical  exhibitions  of  the  works  of  American  ar- 
tists, will,  it  is  believed,  have  a tendency  to  iorm 
a correct  taste  in  this  country  ; by  calling  into  ac- 
tion native  genius,  many  prejudices  will  be  remov 
e l with  respect  to  foreign  productions  ; and  the  ap 
plication  of  the  fine  arts  to  useful  purposes,  is  ac- 
knowledged by  all  who  at  e acquainted  with  the  pnn 
ciples  and  progress  of  civilization,  to  be  of  great 
importance. 

The  members  of  this  infant  institution  are  con- 
vinced that  their  success  depends  much  upon  their 
own  exertions  ; at  the  same  time,  they  are  aware 
that  the  countenance  and  support  of  the  most  dis 
tinguished  patriotic  characters  in  the  country,  will 
not  only  powerfully  aid  them  in  the  arduous  pur- 
suits in  which  they  are  engaged,  but  \yill  also  have 
a tendency  to  unite,  and  give  confidence  to  all  who 
are  immediately  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
institution.  I herewith  transmit  a copy  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  society. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  greatest  respect, 
vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SULLY,  Secretary. 

By  order  of  the  committee  of  correspondence. 

Monticello,  January  8,  1812. 
Sir, — [ have  duly  received  your  favor  of  Decem- 
ber 22,  informing  me  that  the  Society  of  Artists  o! 
the  United  States,  had  made  me  an  honorary  mem 
her  of  their  society.  I am  very  justly  sensible  of 
the  honor  they  have  done  me,  and  I pray  you  to  re- 
turn them  my  thanks  for  this  mark  of  their  distinc 
t-ion.  I fear  that  I can  be  but  a very  useless  associate. 
Time,  which  withers  the  fancy,  as  the  other  facul- 
ties of  the  mind  and  body,  presses  on  me  with  a 
heavy  hand  ; distance  intercepts  all  personal  inter 
course.  I can  offer  therefore  but  my  zealous  good 
wishes  for  the  success  of  the  institution,  and  that 
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embellishing  with  taste  a country  already  overflow- 
ing with  the  useful  productions,  it  may  be  able  to 
give  an  innocent  and  pleasing  direction  to  accumu  - 
lations of  wealth,  which  would  otherwise  be  em» 
ployed  in  the  nourishment  of  coarse  and  vicious 
habits. 

With  these  I tender  to  the  society,  and  to  youf- 
self,  the  assurances  of  mv  high  respect  and  con- 
sideration. v THOSi  JEFFERSON, 

Mr.  Thomas  Sully . 

Philadelphia,  January  6,  1812. 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire , 

Sir — In  my  letter  to  you,  dated  the  22d  Decem- 
ber, 1 had  the  honor  to  communicate,  in  the  name 
of  the  Society  of  Artists  of  the  United  States,  the 
information  that  you  were  elected  an  honorary  mem- 
ber ; I have  now  the  pleasure  of  informing  you 
that  the  society,  at  their  annual  meeting,  held  on 
the  2d  of  January  for  the  choice  of  officers,  have 
elected  you  their  president  For  the  present  year. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  easily  perceive  that  tne  estab- 
lishment of  a new  institution,  embracing  a wide 
field,  and  combining  a variety  of  very  important  ob- 
jects, will  also  be  attended  with  many  difficulties  j 
to  obviate  which,  the  founders  of  this  infant  society* 
have  endeavored  to  call  to  their  aid  all  the  talents 
and  resources  within  their  reach. 

The  local  situation  of  this  country,  as  well  as  the 
form  of  its  government*  renders  it  necessary  that 
we  should  establish  our  society  on  principles  some- 
what different'  from  similar  institutions,  formed  un- 
der other  circumstances,  and  existing  under  differ- 
ent patronage  and  various  forms  of  government. — * 
The  artists  in  this  country  can  never  expect  to  be 
supported  by  individual  patronage , it  is  to  the  public 
that  they  look  for  encouragement,  and  they  expect 
to  receive  it  only  in  proportion  as  the  application  of 
their  labor  has  a tendency  to  promote  the  public 
good. 

In  this  country  there  are  but  few  artists  who  are 
eminent  in  the  higher  branches  of  the  arts,  and 
those  being  scattered  over  a vast  extent  of  country* 
it  was  found  impossible  to  form  any  thing  like  a 
national  institution,  without  calling  in  the  assistance 
of  amateurs  ; and  the  progress  already  made  by  tlvia 
society,  has  sufficiently  proved  the  propriety  of 
•such  a measure. 

I have  no  hestation  candidly  to  acknowledge  thafc 
the  society  expect  to  receive  much  benefit  from  your 
acceptance  of  the  office  of  president,  although  at  a 
distance,  and  your  time  doubtless  occupied  in  im- 
portant pursuits;  we  nevertheless  hope  to  derive 
much  solid  advantage  from  such  communications 
as  your  leisure  may  permit  you  to  make  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  arts. 

The  general  concerns  of  the  society  (as  you  will 
perceive  by  a copy  of  the  constitution  sent)  are  con- 
ducted by  four  vice-presidents,  a secretary  amltrea- 
surer,  all  of  whom  are  artists,  and  selected  from 
the  four  principal  branches  of  the  arts,  viz.  archi- 
tecture, sculpture,  painting  and  engraving — susb 
an  arrangement  was  considered  necessary  in  order 
'to  prevent  jealousy  among  the  different  profession*. 
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and  to  strengthen  in  every  possible  manner  the 
bonds  of  union. 

The  business  of  the  society  is  generally  managed 
by  committees,  and  it  has  hitherto  been  conducted 
in  such  a manner,  as  cannot  fail  to  insure  success, 
and  we  may  venture  to  hope  that  our  country  will 
soon  be  as  independent  in  works  of  taste  and  ele 
gance,  as  she  is  already  in  the  mechanical  and  use- 
ful a.rts.  » 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SULLY,  Sec’ry. 

By  order  of  the  committee  of  correspondence. 

Moxticello,  January  25,  1812. 

Sir — My  letter  of  Jan.  8,  conveying  my  thanks 
to  the  Society  of  Artists  of  the  United  States,  for 
having  thought  me  worthy  of  a place  among  their 
associates,  could  scarcely  have  reached  your  hands, 
when  I received  your  second  favor  announcing  the 
further  honor  of  being  named  their  president.  The 
gratification  of  this  mark  of  their  partiality  to  me 
would  have  been  high  indeed,  could  it  have  been 
mixed  with  some  hope  of  my  being  useful  to  them. 
It  would  havelessened the  uneasiness  of  unmerited 
distinction  ; no  one  is  more  sensible  than  myself 
that  it  is  to  the  lively  fancies  of  its  younger  mem- 
bers, to  their  zeal  and  energy,  and  not  to  the  lan- 
guid imagination,  and  wearied  faculties  of  age,  that 
the  society  must  owe  its  future  successes.  I can 
only  give  them  the  tribute  of  my  thanks  and  best 
wishes,  with  the  assurance  of  the  readiness  and 
pleasure  with  which  I shall  avail  myself  of  any  oc- 
casion which  may  occur  of  rendering  them  service. 
In  communicating  these  sentiments  to  the  society, 
I pray  you  to  accept  for  yourself,  those  of  my  great- 
est consideration  and  respect. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Mr.  Sully. 


Comets. 

“ Lo ! from  the  dread  immensity  of  space, 

51  Returning,  with  accelerated  course, 

“ The  rushing  comet  to  the  sun  descends  ; 

“ And  as  lie  sinks  below  the  shading  earth, 

“ With  awful  train  projected  o’er  the  hear ’ns, 

“ The  guilty  nations  tremble.” 

Thompson. 

From  the  early  ages  of  the  world,  it  appears  to 
have  been  a prevailing  opinion,  among  the  more 
ignorant  and  superstitious  part  of  mankind,  that 
the  appearance  of  those  rare  bodies,  the  comets 
were  ominous  of  great  moral  and  physical  evil  in 
the  world,  such  as  war,  famine,  pestilence,  &.c. 
and  the  comets  were  regarded  as  the  immediatepre 
cursors  of  these  dire  calamities  and  distresses.  It 
seems  probable  enough,  that  these  superstitious 
notions  may  have  originated  from  the  circumstance 
of  the  appearance  of  comets  being  rendered  more 
remarkable,  by  the  occurrence  of  various  natural 
phenomena,  upon  the  earth.  Mankind  may  have 
been  long  accustomed  to  observe  the  connection 
between  the  appearance  of  comets  and  these  natural 
occurences  ; but,  being  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
modern  theory  of  the  comets,  instead  of  rationally 
accounting  for  these  phenomena,  as  the  effect  of 
physical  causes,  they  may  have  supposed  them  to 
be.  supernatural  visitations,  and  the  harbingers  of 
Divine  wrath.  Hence,  probably,  the  connection 
or  association  of  their  ideas  of  moral  with  physical 
evil  : and  of  both  with  the  appearance  of  comets, 
meteors,  eclipses,  &c.  In  this  enlightened  age’ 
however,  these  absurd  notions  are  generally  ex- 
ploded, except  by  a few,  whose  opinions  in  this  re- 


spect arc  more  the  defect  of  education,  than  the 
result  of  conviction.  There  are  many  who  abjure 
the  idea  of  presages  from  comets,  yet  run  into  the 
opposite  extreme  ; and  refuse  to  allow  them  any 
influence  whatever  upon  the  earth.  The  truth, 
perhaps,  lies  in  equally  avoiding  both  these  ex- 
tremes. A number  of  circumstances,  in  my  opi- 
nion, concur  to  make  it  extremely  probable  that 
this  position  is  the  true  one. 

It  will  perhaps  be  recollected  by  many,  that  the 
winter,  spring,  and  summer  of  the  year  1807,  was 
marked  by  unusual  commotions  in  the  earth  and 
the  atmosphere,  in  a variety  of  ways,  such  as  earth- 
quakes, volcanic  eruptions,  tornadoes,  whirlwinds, 
tremendous  storms  of  rain  and  hail,  &c.  An  earth- 
quake took  place  in  Italy,  sometime  in  the  spring 
of  that  year,  wftiich  was  immediately  followed  by 
an  eruption  of  a volcano  on  mount  Vesuvius.  A 
severe  shock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt,  about  the 
same  time,  in  Virginia.  Both  the  American  and 
European  sea  coasts,  as  well  as  many  parts  of  the 
interior  of  those  continents,  were  unusually  hur- 
rassed  by  tremendous  hurricanes,  tornadoes,  and 
storms  of  rain  and  hail ; and  a strange  agitation  of 
the  atmosphere  was  noticed.  A writer  in  a news- 
paper printed  in  Richmond,  (Vir.)  in  the  month 
of  May,  in  the  same  year,  after  noticing  many  of 
those  natural  phenomena,  as  they  occured  in  various 
parts  of  the  world,  concludes  with  this  remarkable 
paragraph  : 

ce  The  quantity  of  vapor,  in  the  form  of  rain 
and  snow,  in  the  course  of  the  winter  past,  in  this 
state,  has  exceeded  all  example  within  the  memory 
of  man  ; this  has  indeed  been  the  case  throughout 
the  United  States,  if  public  accounts  are  to  be  cre- 
dited ; besides  tremendous  storms  on  the  American 
and  European  coasts,  and  general  commotions  of 
the  atmosphere,  have  been  noticed  throughout  this 
period,  in  most  parts  of  the  world.  Perhaps  these 
great  elementary  conflicts  and  disturbances  may 
portend  the  approach  of  a comet!  probably  one  of 
those  mighty  masses  of  matter,  which  plays  through 
immeasurable  space,  may  now  be  paying;  a visit  to 
our  solar  system!  Be  this  as  it  may,  such  appears 
to  be  the  connection  between  these  grand  pheno- 
mena of  nature,'  and  want  and  pestilence,  as  justly 
to  excite  the  attention  of  the  philosopher,  and  the 
sympathy  of  the  philanthropist.” 

These  “ great  elementary  conflicts  and  distur- 
bances” were  actually  followed  by  the  appearance 
of  a comet  ! sometime  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber following  ; which  continued*  to  be  seen  during 
several  weeks.  A few  evenings  observation  of  this 
comet  determined  it  to  have  passed  its  perihelion, 
or  least  distance  from  the  sun.  Hence  it  is  proba- 
ble that  it  passed  the  region  of  the  earth’s  orbit, 
perhaps  no  very  great  distance  from  the  earth  itself, 
sometime  in  the  spring  previous,  and'  nearly  about 
the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  many  of  the  pheno- 
mena before  mentioned.  This  comet  had  not  yet 
disappeared,  when,  in  the  month  of  November  an 
influenza  commenced  in  the  eastern  states,  and 
progressed  regular  ly  to  westward,  over  a considera- 
ble portion  of  the  UrStates.  Very  few  of  those  with- 
in its  scope  escaped  the  contagion  These  things 
I recollect  to  have  particularly  noticed,  at  the  time  ; 
and  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  opinion  of 
there  being  a mysterious  connection  between  these 
i natural  phenomena,  and  the  comet,  to  the  physical 
influence  of  which  I attributed  their  occurrence. 
Tins  opinion  subsequent  occurrences  have  not 
altered,  but  have  rather  contributed  to  strengthen- 
The  late  comet,  as  it  respects  its  premonitory 
sigus,  and  the  variety  of  natural  phenomena  attend. 
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ing  its  vi.it,  is  not  less  remarkable  than  that  of 
181)7.  It  was,  I believe,  first  observed  in  the  U. 

States,  early  in  May  last,  from  this  place  ; and  a 
small  notice  respecting  it  published.  From  its  ap 
parent  proximity  to  the  sun,  it  was  then  scarcely  rounded  by  atmosphere,  a subtile  fluid,  whi 
perceivable  by  the  naked  eye  ; and  was  soon  lost  in  | density  and  extent,  is  also  proportionate  to 


of  matter  which  the  bodies  contain.  Hence  the 
attractive  power  of  large  bodies,  such  as  the  sun 
and  planets,  is  very  great,  even  at  immense  dis- 
tances*— In  addition  to  this  property,  bodies  are  sur- 

ich,  ia 

I density  and  extent,  is  also  proportionate  to  their 


the  rays  of  the  sun.  It  appeared  again  early  in  | magnitude,  and  the  quantity  of  matter  they  contain. 
September,  to  the  north-west,  with  great  lustre  ; j It  appears,  however,  to  be  the.  opinion  of  modern 
and  after  an  apparently  retrograde  motion,  it  disap- j astronomers,  that  the  atmospheres  of  the  comets 
peared  to  the  south-west,  toward  the  end  of  Janua  jare  much  more  dense,  and  occupy  much  larger  spa- 
ry.  The  following  are  some  of  the  principal  phy-.ces  than  those  of  any  other  of  the  celestial  bodies. 


sical  occurrences  which  appears*to  have  marked 
this  pci  iod  : 

Several  earthquakes  are  said  to  have  been  felt  last 
spring  in  the  West  India  islands  ; and  at  another 
time,  a terrible  volcano  burst  forth  near  the  island 
of  St.  Michaels  : from  the  immense  quantity  of 
lava,  ashes  and  rocks  thrown  up  from  this  volcano, 
a new  island  has  been  formed,  two  or  three  miles  in 
circumference. — A dreadful  tornado  passed  over  the 
city  of  Charleston  (S.  C.)  which  was  marked  in  its 
course  by  destruction  and  death;  several  hurri 
canes  were  experienced  off  the  American  coast, 
which  dismasted  and  otherwise  severely  injured  ma- 
ny of  the  vessels  at  sea;  and  some  were  cast  away. 

— To  these  may  be  added  the  late  remarkable  earth 
quakes,  which  since  the  morning  of  the  16th  Dec. 
last,  have  been  repeatedly  and  extensively  felt  in  the 
middle,  southern  and  western  states.  Concerning 
this  phenomenon,  various  conjectures  have  been 
formed.  One,  who  has  published  his  opinion, 
supposes  it  to  be  produced  by  celestial  and  ter- 
restial  electricity  ; that  from  the  powerful  affinity 
of  the  terrestrial  for  the  celestial  eleericity,  its 
violent  efforts  to  escape  from  the,  bowels  of  the 
earth  has  caused  the  agitation  of  the  earth  in  ques- 
tion. These  things  are  beyond  my  comprehension ; 
vet,  I can  easily  agree  with  the  opinion,  that  these 
several  shocks  of  earthquakes  have  been  produced 
by  this  subtile  fluid,  if  it  be  admitted,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  particular  disposition  of  this  fluid, 
which  occasioned  these  phenomena,  is  in  part  or  in 
w^iole,  attributable  to  the  comet.  I might  have 
enumerated  many  other  occurrences  similar  to  the 
foregoing  ; but,  as  everyone  who  reads  the  public 
journals  of  thedayjmust  have  noticed  these  things, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  add  any  more.  For  months  past, 
our  news  papers  have  literally  teemed  with  notices, 
and  detailed  accounts  of  the  ravages  of  toiipdoes, 
hurricanes,  storms,  earthquakes  &,c.  which  have 
occurred  in  many  parts  of  this  continent,  and  the 
adjacent  islands.  Whether  these  phenomena  have 
been  as  general  in  more  distant  regions  of  the  globe, 
remains  yet  to  be  known.  From  what  is  already 
known,  I presume,  every  attentive  observer  will  be 
entirely  satisfied,  that  a few  months  past  have  pro- 
duced ah  uncommon  concurrence  of  various  natur 
al  phenomena.  It  is  seif  evident  that  these  effects 
have  a cause  or  causes.  To  me  it  appears  evident 
also,  that  they  are  physically  produced,  either  im- 
mediately or  remotely,  by  an  extra-mundane  cause  ; 
for  there  is,  probably,  no  matter,  or  physical  combi 
nation  of  matter  on  earth,  possessing  sufficient 
power  to  combine  so  much  phenomena,  in  so  short 
a time. 

That  these  phenomena  are  in  a greater  or  less  de- 1 
gree,  attributable  to  the  comet  which  lately  passed 
through  the  planetary  system,  is.  i coneeire,  within  ase 

hypothesis  by  no  means  slightly  founded.  Some  of 
the  considerations  which  appear  to  me  to  favor  this 
hypothesis  are  these  : All  bodies  are  mutually  drawn 
toward  each  other  by  the  attraction  of  gravitation  ; 


This  they  infer,' from  the  appearance  which  these 
atmospheres  usually  present  ; being  visible  to  ihe 
naked  eye,  and  extending,  in  some  instances  a-^  ap- 
pears by  calculation,  to  the  distance  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  miles  from  the  comet ; and  as  some  have 
computed,  to  eighty  millions  of  miles.  These  things 
being  premised,  it  would  appear  very  probable  that 
a comet  by  a near  appulse  to  the  earth,  would,  ef- 
fect it  very  sensibly  in  many  respects  ; producing 
much  commotion  in  the  earth  and  atmosphere,  and 
bringing  into  action  latent  phenomena,  which  might 
otherwise  have  required  some  length  of  time  to  pro- 
duce. Every  one  is  sensible  of  the  powerful  influ- 
ence of  the  sun  upon  the  earth,  although  at  an  im- 
mense distance  from  us.  The  comets,  astronomers 
inform  us,  sometime  pass  the  earth  at  a much 
less  distance  ; and  some  of  them  as  large  as  our 
earth.  Is  it  not  rational,  then,  to  infer,  that  the 
comets  hare  their  influence  upon  the  earth  and 
other  planets  near  which  they  pass  as  well  as  the 
sun,  only  in  a less  degree? — To  suppose  otherwise, 
would  not  be  consonant  to  the  immutable  laws  of 
matter. 

The  acceleration  of  the  comets,  when  descend- 
ing to  their  perihelion,  is  continually  increas- 
ing; so  that  when  they  have  arrived  to  the  inte 
rior  of  the  planetary  system,  their  tails  or  atmos- 
phere becomes  so  much  elongated  bv  their  incon- 
ceivable velocity,  as  to  render  it  in  no  wise  impro- 
bable that  a port'on  of  it  would  be  abandoned 
to  the  more  powerful  attraction  of  some  other 
body.  This  body,  from  its  situation  in  the  system,' 
might  not  un frequently  be  the  earth.  The  proba- 
bility of  such  an  occurrence  is  strengthened  still 
more  from  the  following  consideration:  A comet., 
no  larger  than  the  moon  (which  is  about  one  fif 
tieth  part  thesiz.eof  the  earth)  at  the  distance  a£ 
100  millions  of  miles  from  the  earth  (which  is  more 
than  the  distance  of  the  sun)  with  its  atmosphere 
elongated  in  the  direction  of  the  earth  ; would  pro- 
bably abandon  a portion  of  it  to  the  greater  attraction 
of  the  earth  ; for  as  the  point  where  the  attraction  of 
the  earth  and  comet  would  be  equal,  would  be  as. 
much  nigher  the  comet,  as  the  comet  is  smaller  than 
the  earth,  it  follows  that  any  part  of  the  atmosphere 
of  the  comet,  which  should  extend  to  a greater  dis 
tance  towards  the  earth  than  two  millions  of  miles, 
wouldjfall  within  the  attraction  of  the  earth,  a«<{ 
descend  to  its  surface.  This  could  scarce  fail  being 
the  case,  if  the  comet  was  at  the  time  passing  be- 
tween the  earth  and  the  sun,  which,  for  ought  we 
know,  may  sometimes  happen,  and  may  poss  bly 
have  been  the  case  with  the  late  comet 

It  is  very  probable  that  some  of  the  comets  have 
made  very  near  approaches  to  the  earth.  The  great 
comet  which  appeared  in  1680, was  computed  by  D: 

| Halley  to  have  been,  at  1 o’clock  P.  M.  on  the  IHh 
i diameter  of  the  earth  . near  four 


* planet  Herschel,  with  the  hourly  motion  r»f 
r.OCO  miles,  is  kept  within  its  orbit  by  the  solar  at- 
traction, although  at  the  amazing  distance  of  more 
which  is  always  in  direct  proportion  to  the  quantity  (than  1,800  millions  of  mile*. 
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tbo  usand  miles)  from  the  earth’s  orbit,  it  was  no 
doubt  owing  10  the  circumstance  of  the  earth’s  being, 
at  that  tim  -,  in  a distant  part  of  its  orbit,  that  the 
whole  human  race,  with  all  other  organic  matte. 
C>n  tills  “ fair  fabnck”  did  not  perish  with  “the 
Wreck  of  mauer  mid  the  crush  ot  worlds.”  Some 
philosophers  nave  supposed  that  such  will  be  the 
eu.i  o tnis  beautiful  frame,  when,  at  the  appointed 
time,  it  shall  please  the  Almigtuy  to  decree  that 
time  shall  be  no  longer.”  3 

It  was  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Halley  that  the  comet  of 
16$U  appeared  about  the  time  of  the  general  deluge 
that  by  its  near  approach  to  the  earth  it  occasioned 
that  ever  memorable  event,  which  the  wisdom  ot 
Omnipotence  thus  brought  about  by  a natural  cause. 
Tnis  opinion,  although  novel,  seems  to  be  plausi- 
ble ; for  if  so  small  a body  as  the  moon,  at  the  dis 
lance  of  2-1*0  thousand  miles  from  the  earth,  raises 
g.  tide  in  the  ocean  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet  in 
b eight,  we  may  safely  conclude,  that  a comet,  as 
large  or  larger  than  the  earth,  approaching  very 
pear  it,  would  raise  such  a prodigious  tide  as  would 
pverfi  ;w  all  parts  of  the  earth,  even  the  highest 
mountains.  By  the  rapidity,  of  such  an  irresistable 
torrent,  every  thing  on  the  surface  of  the  earth, 
even  the  hills  and  mountains  would  be  torn  to  pie 
qes  ; marine  shells,  bones,  &c.  would  be  swept  from 
the  bottom  of  the  oceans  and  scattered  promiscu- 
ously over  the  earth,  even  on  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tains that  now  are.f  A like  tide  would  also  be 
Raised  in  the  atmosphere  which  would  be  carried 
round  the  earth  with  the  force  of  a continual  hurri- 
cane, This  would  occasion  incessant  rain  ; and 
the  continual  clouds  would  prevent  Noah  and  his 
family  from  discovering  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
flood,  admitting  it  to  ne  occasioned  by  a comet. — 
The  cornet  of  1680,  in  that  part  of  its  orbit  which 
|s  nearest  the  sun,  it  is  computed,  flies  with  the 
amazing  velocity  of  880  thousand  miles  in  an  hour, 
fs  it  not  then  highly  probable  that  this  comet  might 
pass  so  near  the  earth,  as  to  produce  all  their  pheno 
, jqqcna,  and  yet  its  amazing  swiftnes,  resisting  their 
mutual  attraction,  be  sufficient  to  bear  it  off  again 
jr,  its  orbit?  It  might,  however,  make  a considera- 
ble change  in  the  figure  of  its  orbit  and  the  period 
@f  its  return, 

1 should  be  much  gratified  to  see  the  foregoing 
(Subject  ably  treated  of ; and  hope  some  of  your  cor 
respondents  will  offer  the  numerous  readers  of  the 
««  Weekly  Register”  such  thoughts  upon  the  subject 
?js  it  requires  ; and  examine  the  hypothesis  here 
advanced.  :especting  the  influence  of  comets  upon 
Other  bodies,  and.  if  not  well  founded,  explode  it, — — . 
The  writer  is  more  concerned  to  know  the  truth, 
|han  maintain  his  opinion,  if  not  correct. 

URANIA. 

Ckiticothe,  Feb.  26  1812. 


Domestic  Manufactures,  &c. 

NOTES  ON  WOOL  AND  KERSEY. 

Tire  last  paper  treated  of  the  twilled  three  point 
lyocden  blankets.  It  may  be  useful  to  add,  that  itis 
pertain,  that  if  a parcel  of  wool  were  collected  in 
the  United  Sates  no  better  than  the  worst  fourth  part 
of  hr  • err  <e  quality  of  our  native  fleeces  lunim- 

f It  is  A well  known  fact,  that  sheila,  bone,  and 
other  marine  substances  have  been  found  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  several  hundred  miles  from 
fury  ocean,  These  facts,  not  having  vet,  I believe, 
been  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  would  bean  ar°-u- 
menfc  of  some  weight  in  favqr  pf  Dr,  Halley’s  hypo- 
thesis- 


proved  by  the  Merino)  that  wool  would  be  found 
belter  than  the  quality  of  the  wool  of  the  excellent 
three  point  blankets  imported  from  England.  Such 
worst  quarter  part  of  our  wool  would  not  be  too 
long  or  blankets.  Very  little  of  it  is  so  long  as  to 
i ender  it  difficult  to  card. — That  little  may  be  chop- 
ed  to  make  it  card.  The  longest,  which  will  card, 
u best  for  point  blankets.  It  is  repeated,  that  the 
chain  or  warp  of  blankets  ought  not  to  be  too  hardly 
twisted;  and  that  the  weft  or  filling  cannot  be  too 
soft  and  loose , if  it  has  only  strength  or  adherence 
enough  to  bear  the  operation  of  weaving. 

Kersey  is  usually  made  for  the  army,  the  navy, 
the  working  people  and  the  frugal.  It  is  equally 
durable  compared  with  low  priced  broad  cloths,  as 
milled  cassimere  is,  compared  with  the  fine  broad 
cloths. — Cassimere,  called  at  first  kerseymer  was  a 
a mere  handsome  improvement  on-  the  kersey  in 
England,  about  40  or  45  years  ago. 

The  weight  of  good  white  kersey,  twenty-seven, 
inches  wide,  is  from  eleven  ounces  and  one  half  to 
twelve  ounces  and  one  half,  or  thirteen  ounces  per 
running  yard.  It  is  always  tweeled  and  certainly 
owes  a great  part  of  its  strength  to  the  tweel.  It  is 
made  out  of  the  coarsest  wooled  breeds  of  sheep  in 
England,  after  the  long  wool  fit  for  combing  and 
stuff's,  is  taken  out  of  the  heavy  fleeces.  Hence  the 
cost  of  good  strong  kerseys  in  England,  white  and 
undyed,  is  as  low  as  forty-five  shilling  steiling  for  a 
piece,  which  is  called  thirty,  and  will  measure 
twenty-nine  yards ; that  is  eighteen  pence  and  three 
fifths  sterling,  or  about  thirty  four  cents  and  one 
half.  This  article,  white  kersey,  makes  excellent 
military  vests  and  overalls  and  is  peculiarly  accepta- 
ble to  armies.  When  dyed  drab,  blue,  brown,  &c. 
it  is  equally  good  for  working  people,  seamen, 
fishermen  &.c.  It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  that 
the  specie  price  of  the  Lincolnshire , English,  wool 
is  about  one  sixth  of  a dollar  there,  and  that  after 
taking  out/or  the  comb  the  wool  that  will  not  card, 
the  rest  is  kept  for  kerseys  and  blankets.  Hence 
England  leads  the.  world  in  the  coarse  woolen  manu- 
facture and  commerce.  This  point  has  escaped  the 
emperor  of  France  in  his  energetic  Merino  plan. — 
He  is  in  real  danger  of  rendering  his  woolen  branch 
too  fine  and  costly.  The  comparative  utility  of  the 
two  kinds  of  wool  is  evinced  by  the  fact,  that  the 
British  do  not  manufacture  of  Spanish  and  Here- 
forded  South  Down  (the  finer  classes  of)  wool, 
one  fourth  part  of  their  whole  quantity.  Very 
much  of  the  cloths  of  these  re  u-ed  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  in  their  various  colonies.  Their  fo- 
reign trade  rests  but  very  little  on  these  finest  wools 
and  cloths.  Their  great  shipments  to  foreign  coun- 
tries are  in  “ worsted  stuffs”  of  combed  wool  and 
in  woolen  cloths,  plains,  coatings,  kerseys,  book- 
ings, draperies,  kendalls,  flannels,  lion  skins,  car- 
pets, blankets  and  other  goods  of  carded  wool,  from 
the  heavy  fleeced  and  long  wooled  sheep  of  the  Lin- 
colnshire, Teeswater,  Leicestershire,  South  Hams, 
(Devon  ;)  Cotteswold  (Gloucestershire)  and  Ken- 
tish flocks,  and  from  various  other  flocks  or  breeds 
that  do  not  bear  fine  wool. 

The  great  object,  at  present,  in  the  U.  States  is 
the  utmost  economy  of  our  wool.  It  is  therefore  sug- 
gested and  submitted,  that  every  thing  for  service, 
should  be  t weeled  or  twilled,  for  strength  and  dura- 
tion. The  kersey  is  a peculiarly  important  exam- 
ple. Cotton  and  leathern  substitutes  for  woolens 
are  well  worthy  of  attention,  and  ought  to  be  used. 
The  size  of  yarn  for  the  chain  and  filling  of  kersey 
(and  so  of  blankets)  can  be  exactly  settled  by  ex- 
amining a piece  of  narrow,  or  three  quarter  Eng- 
lish kersey.  This  sort  is  always  single  folded,  ne- 
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yer  double  folded.  The  English  double  fold  ker- 
seys are  dressed  like  coatings  for  surtouts.  They 
are  valuable,  but  are  not  here  meant.  It  is  the  proper 
narrow  kersey,  which  requires  very  little  dressing. 
They  arc  stretched  on  tenter  hooks  to  dry,  or  for 
storing  with  brimstone,  in  which  manner  the  nicest 
and  best  for  military  dress  are  often  finished  in  the 
white.  For  that  purpose  the  wool  should  be  made 
quite  clean  by  picking  and  washing. 

It  is  remarked  of  kerseys  that  tne  filling  or  weft 
'should  be  considerably  larger  than  the  chain  or 
warp.  One  side  is  always  belter  covered  than  the 
other.  That  should  be  made  the  right  side,  and 
the  goods  require  only  to  be  stretched  and  pressed. 

It  may  be  useful  to  remark  here,  that  it  is  com- 
puted in  England,  that  rather  more  than  one-third 
of  their  whole  wool  is  adapted  to  'the  comb,  ami 
therefore  not  fit  to  card  without  chopping  But 
this  operation  is  very  easy. 

The  prospect  of  the  United  States,  as  to  sheep, 
many  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the  lowest 
average  estimate  for  the  whole  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land with  Wales,  is  twenty  six  sheep  to  every  quan- 
tity of  thirty  three  acres  and  one  third  of  land,  rich 
and  barren,  vale,  plain  and  mountain. 

It  is  a duty  and  it  is  sound  policy  always  to  bear  a 
decided  testimony  in  favor  of  those  respectable 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  have  taken 
successful  pains  to  introduce  into  our  country  the 
very  valuable  Merino  breed  of  sheep  from  Spain 
and  Portugal.  No  manufacture  has  progressed 
here  with  such  rapidity  as  that  of  fine  broad  cloths. 
The  Merino  breeders  have  justly  a high  credit  for 
their  intelligence  and  exertions,  in  extending  their 
success  to  that  nice  and  curious  manufacture. 

There  appears  in  the  United  States  a redundancy 
of  young  men,  collegeateiy  educated  in  the  arts  and 
sciences,  and  of  the  classes,  which  usually  apply  to 
divinity,  medicine,  law  and  commerce.  It  is  a 
truth,  that  a knowledge  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  is 
extremely  valuable  as  a preparative  and  an  accompa- 
nyment  to  an  intelligent  apprenticeship  to  manufac- 
tures. Mechanism,  chemistry,  metallurgy,  hydrau- 
lics, geometry,  mensuration,  pheumatics,  the  me- 
chanic powers,  natural  history,  &c.  See.  are  very 
useful,  and  almost  necessary  in  the  great  manufac- 
turing establishments,  which  enrich  Europe.  The 
powerful  Lavoisier  was  placed  at  the  head  of  that 
manufacture  of  France,  which  now  governs.  Europe 
— The  art  of  mul  ing  gunpowder.  The  good  and 
scientific  Priestley  poured  a gratuitous  Hood  of 
light  upon  the  metalic  manufactures,  which  have 
enriched  Birmingham.  The  mechanical  talents  of 
Arkwright,  Boltop,  Watt  and  others,  informed  by 
nature  or  in  the  schools,  have  rendered  the  world 
tributary  to  Britain.  It  is  observed  with  great  satis- 
faction that  many  of  our  younger  citizens  of  the 
most  respectable  connexions,  have  recently  applied 
themselves  to  the  manufacturing  branches,  and  it 
is  suggested,  on  much  consideration,  that  it  may 
be  well  for  themselves  and  for  our  country,  if  a 
number  of  our  best  educated,  best  connected  and 
best  endowed  young  men  should  turn  their  earliest 
attention,  in  'he  character  of  apprentices  to  the  own 
ers  of  respectable  establishments,  to  the  manufactur- 
ing department  of  our  trade  and  commerce. 

[pern.  Press. 


The  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  we  announce  to  the 
public  the  arrival  in  this  country  of  Mr.  John 
$raidwocd,  a relative  of  the  gentlemen  of  that 


name  who  have  acquired  so  much  celebrity  by  their 
academy  tor  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
originally  established  at  Edinburgh,  but  now  at 
London.  The  object  of  Mr.  Braidwood’s  visit, 
we  are  informed,  is  to  effect  the  institution  of  a 
similar  academy  in  this  country,  and  every  patriot 
and  philanthropist  must  second  so  useful  and  honor- 
able an  undertaking.  The  individuals,  who  will  be 
benefited  by  such  an  institution,  are  peculiarly  de- 
serving of  commisseration  , and  though  we  may 
jusLly  boast  that  the  hardy  offspring  of  our  country- 
men are  less  defective  in  their  organization  than 
the  natives  of  more  luxurious  nations,  in  spite  of 
the  flimsy  aspersions  of  Buffon,  yet  nature  even  in 
America  has  deprived  many  human  beings  of  the 
two  important  faculties  o"  receiving  and  communi- 
cating knowledge,  which  the  labors  of  Mr.  Braid- 
wood  ate  calculated  to  restore.  As  a proof  of  the 
high  estimation  entertained  for  Mr.  Braidwood’e 
academy  in  Great  Britain,  we  extract  a passage 
from  Pennant’s  tour  through  Scotland  in  1772., 
vol.  3,  page  256. 

“ On  returning  into  the  city,  I called  at  Mr. 
Braidwood’s  Academy  of  Deaf  and  Dumb.  This 
extraordinary  professor  had  under  his  care  a num- 
ber of  young  persons,  who  had  received  the  Pro- 
methean heat,  the  divine  injlaius,  but  from  the  un  - 
happy  construction  of  their  organs,  were  (until 
they  received  his  instruction)  denied  the  power  of 
utterance  ; every  idea  was  locked  up,  or  appeared 
but  in  their  eyes,  or  at  their  fingers’  ends,  till  their 
master  instructed  them  in  arts  unknown  to  us,  wn® 
have  the  faculty  of  hearing. 

Appi  ehension  reaches  us  by  the  grosser  senses—- 
they  see  ou<-  words,  and  our  uttered  thoughts  be- 
come to  them  visible.  Our  ideas  expressed  iu 
speech,  strike  their  ears  in  vain  ; their  eyes  receive 
taemas  they  part  from  our  lips  ; they  conceive  by 
intuition,  and  speak  by  imitation. 

Mi.  Braidwood  first  teaches  them  the  letters  and 
their  powers,  and  the  ideas  of  words  written  be-.- 
ginning  with  the  most  simple  ; the  art  of  sneaking 
is  taken  from  the  motion  of  the  lips,  his  words  be- 
ing uttered  slowly  and  distinctly.  When  1 entered 
the  loom,  and  found  myself  surrounded  with  num- 
beis  of  human  forms,  so  oddly  circumstanced,  f 
felt  a sort  of  anxiety,  such  as  I might  besupnosed 
to  feel  had  1 been  environed  by  another  order  of  be 
ings.  I was  soon  relieved  bv  being  introduced  to 
a most  angelic,  young  creature,  of  about  the  age  of 
thirteen.  She  honored  me  with  her  new  acquired 
conversation;  but  I may  truly  say,  I could  scarce- 
ly bear  the  power  of  her  eyes  ; she  looked  me 
thiough  and  through.  She  soon  satisfied  me  that 
she  was  an  apt  scholar  ; she  readily  apprehended 
all  1 said,  ana  returned  answers  with  the  utmost 
facility.  She  read,  she  wrote  well;  her  reading 
was  not  by  note;  she  could  clothe  the  same  though!  s 
in  a new  set  of  words,  and  never  vary  from  tiie^or*- 
gmal  sense. 

I left  Mr.  Braidwood,  and  his  pupils,  with  the 
satisfaction  that  must  result  from  a reflection  on 
the  utility  of  his  art,  and  the  merits  of  his  labors, 
who,  after  receiving  under  his  care  a being  that 
seemed  to  be  merely  endowed  with  a human '"form, 
could  produce  the  divine  particu/a  ai tree  (latent,  ant! 
but  for  his  skill  condemned  to  he  ever  latent  in  it  •) 
and  who  could  restore  a child  to  its  glad  parents 
with  a capacity  of  exerting  its  rational  powers,  by 
expressing  sounds  of  duty,  love,  and  affection.” 

Notice  is  also  taken  of  the  advantage  and  success 
of  Mr.  Braidwood’s  Academy  by  Dr.  Johnson  in 
his  tour  to  the  Hebrides,  and  by  lord  Monboddo  in 
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his  essay  on  the  origin  and  progress  of  language. 
Mr.  John  Braidwood  is  now  in  this  city,  and  we 
hope,  before  he  leaves  us,  to  be  favored  with  the 
general  outlines  of  his  plan  of  education,  and  his 
views  of  residence  among  us.  Nat.  Intel. 


Excise  on  Whiskey. 

Though  we  certainly  believe  that  “ whiskey  is  the 
fairest  of  all  possible  subjects  that  can  present 
itself  for  taxation,” — nay,  while  we  would  be 
willing  to  raise  a revenue  of  five  or  six  millions 
of  Dollars  per  annum  upon  it,  by  laying  a duty  of 
25  cents  per  gallon ,on  the  whole  quantity  distilled, 
which  it  would  readily  bear — it  is  due  to  our  pro- 
fessions of  impartiality  to  give  placet©  the  follow- 
ing, leaving  out  the  introductory  matter  of  the 
editor  of  theiVeio  York  Evening  Post , from  whose 
paper  we  copy  it. 

At  a meeting  of  suridry  inhabitants  of  the  western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania  held  at  Pittsburg , on  the 
21  st  day  of  August,  1792. 

Present,  John  Canon,  William  Wallace,  Shez- 
bazer  Bendy,  Bazil  Bowel,  Benjamin  Parkinson, 
John  Huey,  John  Badollet,  John  Hamilton,  John 
M'Clelan,  Neal  Gillispie,  David  Bradford,  Tho- 
mas Gaddis,  David  Philips,  Albert  Gallatin,  Mat- 
thew Jameson,  James  Marsha],  James  Stewart, 
John  Smilie,  Robert  M{Clure,  Peter  Lisle,  Alex- 
ander Long,  Samuel  Wilson,  and  Edward  Cook. 

Colonel  John  Canon  was  placed  in  the  chair ; and 
Albert  Gallatin,  appointed  clerk 


The  excise  law  of  congress  being  taken  under 
and  freeely  debated,  a committee  of 


consideration 
five  members  was.  appointed  to  prepare  a draught  of 
resolutions,  expressing  the  sense  of  the  meeting  on 
the  subject  of  said  law. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

August  22c/,  1792.— -The  members  of  the  meeting 
having  met  according  to  adjournment,  the  commit- 
tee'appointed  yesterday  made  report,  which  being 
twice  read,  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  unani- 
mously adopted  as  followeth,  to  wit  : 

Strongly  impressed,  with  a sense  or  the  fatal  con- 
sequences that  must  attend  an  excise — convinced 
that  the  tax  upon  liquors,  which  are  the  common 
drink  of  a nation,  operates  in  proportion  to  the 
number  and  not  to  the  wealth  of  the  people,  and  of 
course  is  unjust  in  itself,  and  oppressive  upon  the 
-ooor — taught  by  the  experience  of  other  countries, 
(hat  internal  taxes  upon  consumption  from  their  very 
viaiure,  never  can  effectually  be  carried  into  opera- 
tion, without  vesting  the  officers  appointed  to  col- 
lect them  with  powers  most  dangerous  to  the  civil 
rights  of  freemen,  and  must  in  the  end  destroy  the  li- 
berties'of  every  country  hi  which  they  are  introduced 

feeling  that  the  late  excise  law  of  congress,  from 

riie  present  circumstances  of  our  agriculture,  our 
want  of  markets,  and  the  scarcity  of  a circulating 
medium,  will  bring  immediate  distress  and  ruin  on 
the  western  country — we  think  it  our  duty  to  persist 
m our  remonstrances  to  congress,  and  in  every 
other  legal  measure  that  may  obstruct  the  operation 
of  the  law  until  vve  are  able  to  obtain  its  total  repeal. 

Therefore,  resolved,  that  David  Bradford,  James 
Marshal.  Albert  • Gallatin,  Peter  Lisle,  and  David 
Philips  he  appointed  for  the  pui’pose  oF  drawing  a 
remonstrance  to  congress,  stating  our  objections 
against  the  law  that  imposes  a duty  upon  spirituous 
diquors  distilied  within  theUnited  State,  and  praying 
for  areneal  of  the  same  ; and  that  the  chairman  of 
this  meeting  be  directed  to  sign  the  same,  in  the 
nhme  of  the  meeting,  and  to  take  propermeasures  to 
hke  it  presented  to  congress  at  their  next  session. 


Resolved,  that  in  order  that  our  measures  may 
becarried  on  with  regularity  and  concert,  that  Wil- 
liam Wallace,  John  Hamilton,  Shezbazer  Bentlv, 
Isaac  Weaver,  Benjamin  Parkinson,  David  Redick, 
Thomas  Stokely,  Stephen  Gapen,  Joseph  Vennie- 
tre,  Andrew  Rabb,  Thomas  Gaddis,  Alexander 
Long,  William  Whiteside,  John  Oliphant,  Robert 
M‘Clure,  James  Lang,  Thomas  Benjamin  Patter- 
son, James  Stewart,  Samuel  Johnson,  William 
Plumcr,  and  Matthew  Jameson,  be  respectively 
appointed  committees  of  correspondence  for  the 
counties  of  Washington,  Payette,  and  Alleghany; 
and  that  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  correspond  toge- 
ther and  with  such  committee  as  shall  be  appointed 
for  the  same  purpose  in  the  county  of  Westmore- 
land, or  with  any  committees  of  a similar  nature 
that  may  be  appointed  in  other  parts'of  theUnited 
States  ; and  also  if  found  necessary,  to  call  toge- 
ther either  general  meetings  of  the  people  in  their 
respective  counties,  or  conferences  of  the  several 
committees. 

And  whereas  some  men  may  be  found  among  us, 
so  far  lost  to  very  s«nse  of  virtue  and  feeling  for  the 
distresses  of  this  country  as  to  accept  offices  for  the 
collection  of  the  duty  : 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  in  future  we  will  consi- 
der such  persons  as  unworthy  of  our  friendship; 
have  no  intercourse  or  dealings  with  them;  withdraw 
from  them  every  assistance  ; and  withhold  all  the  com- 
forts of  life  which  depend  upon  those  duties , that  as 
men  and  fellow  citizens , ive  oive  to  each  other  ; and 
upon  all  occasions  treat  them  with  that  contempt 

they  deserve  ; and  that  it  be  and  is  hereby  most 

earnestly  recommended  to  the  people  at  large,  to 
follow  the  same  line  of  conduct  towards  them. 

JOHN  CANON,  Chairman. 
Attest , Albert  Gallatin,  Clerk. 


A Duel 

Between  a Kentuckian  and  an  Englishman. 


FROM  THE  WESTERN  CITIZEN. 

On  the  first  day  of  November,.  1811,  James  Allen 
of  Kentucky  and  the  subscriber,  met  with  Thomas 
Fuller  an  Englishman  and  his  company  at  a small 
branch  between  the  United  States’  Saline  Saltworks 
and  Fort  Massack.  Making  a stop  at  that  place, 
Messrs.  Alien  and  Fuller  entered  into  a conversa- 
tion which  led  to  a very  serious  rencountrc.  After 
learning  the  name,  nation,  and  residence  of  each 
other.  Fuller  asked  Allen  if  the  Kentuckians  were 
anxious  for  a war  with  England.  Allen  replied 
they  were  warm  for  WAR!  Fuller  said  they  need 
not  be;  for  one  Englishman  could  drive  five  Ken- 
tuckians. Allen  thought  one  Englishman  could 
not  drive  one  Kentuckian,  and  was  willing  as  one 
of  each  was  present,  to  have  the  thing  tested. — 
Fuller  was  willing  also  but  it  must  be  done  in  an 
honorable  way  ; he  would  fight  with  pistols,  stand- 
ing about  one  pace  apart;  to  which  Allen  was 
agreed.  Fuller  finding  Allen  in  earnest  said  he 
thought  it  too  savage  like  to  stand  so  near  each 
other  and  proposed  that  they  should  choose  secortds 
and  take  distance  ten  steps  apart.  This  proposition 
was  agreed  to  and  the  preliminaries  settled  ; but 
Fuller  said  he  had  a wife  near  Pittsburg,  and  before 
they  fought  he  would  go  aside  and  write  a few  hues 
to  her  so  that  if  any  accident  should  happen  to  him 
she  might  know  it.  He  went  and  returned  in  a 
short  time  ready  for  action.  The  combatants  then 
took  the  places  assigned  them,  and  at  the  word, 
they  both  fired!  and  Fuller  fell,  having  received 
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the  ball  of  his  antagonist  on  his  left  breast ; bat 
not  appearing  to  be  much  hurt  he  proposed  taking 
another  round.  They  then  proceeded  to  fire  again, 
upon  which  Fuller  fell  a second  time  and  declined 
fighting  any  more,  and  was  found  to  have  received 
/'the  second  ball  in  his  breast,  within  an  inch  of  the 
1 fn  st.  Allen  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  balls  had 
not  taken  effect,  and  suspecting  some  stratagem, 
he  protested  hd  would  kill  Fuller  on  thespot,  unless 
he  would  fight  again  or  acknowledge  himself  a cow 
ard.  Fuller  rather  than  smell  powder  again,  would 
submit  to  any  thing.  Ilis  jacket  was  then  unbut- 
toned and  to  the  astonishment  of  the  beholders  a 
Dutch  blanket  was  discovered  in  eight  folds  and 
one  quire  of  paper  opened  and  spread  under  the 
blanket  both  between  his  waistcoat  and  shirt,  and 
upon  lifting  up  the  blanket  the  two  balls  were 
found,  havii  g penetrated  through  the  eight  folds 
of  the  blanket  and  were  lodged  on  the  paper.  His 
breast,  notwithstanding  the  fortification,  was  very 
much  bruised  and  black,  and  he  appeared  considera- 
bly injured.  Allen  received  no  material  injury  ; 
the  first  ball  struck  between  bis  feet,  and  the  second 
grazed  the  skin  on  the  side  of  his  head.  And  thus 
ended  jntest  which  proved  the  superiority  of  the 
Kentuckian,  and  exposed  the  boasting,  imperious 
Englishman  to  eternal  contempt  and  disgrace. — 
And  it  is  highly  probable  from  his  own  story  and 
conduct  that  this  same  Fuller  is  employed  to  do 
business  for  the  British  in  the  western  country  and 
amongst  the  Indians  ! ! The  subscriber  was  the 
second  of  Mr.  Allen  and  is  willing  to  attest  the 
truth  of  the  facts  above  stated.  He  is  now  on  his 
way  home  which  is  on  Brush-creek  in  the  state  of 
Ohio.  JOHN  ROSS. 

Paris,  K.  Feb.  18,  1812. 


Extraordinary  Suicides. 

The  attention  of  the  people  of  Berlin  has  lately 
been  very  much  occupied  by  the  tragical  adventure 
of  Mr.  Kleist,  the  celebrated  Prussian  poet,  and  ma- 
dame  Vogel.  The  reports  which  were  at  first  cir- 
culated with  regard  to  the  cause  of  this  unfortunate 
affair,  have  been  strongly  contradicted  by  the  fami 
ly  of  the  lady  ; and  it  has  been  particularly  denied 
that  love  was  in  any  respect  the  cause  of  it.  Ma- 
dame Vogel,  it  is  said,  had  suffered  long  under  an 
incurable  disorder  : her  physicians  had  declared  her 
death  inevitable  : she  herself  had  formed  a resolu- 
tion to  put  a period  to  their  existence.  Mr.  Kleist, 
the  poet,  and  a friend  of  her  family,  had  also  long 
determined  to  kill  himself.  These  two  unhappy  be- 
ings having  confidentially  communicated  to  each 
other  their  horrible  resolution,  resolved  to  carry  it 
into  effect  at  the  same  time.  They  repaired  to  the 
Inn  at  Williamstadt,  between  Berlin  and  Potzdam, 
on  the  border  of  the  sacred  Lake.  For  one  night 
and  for  one  day  they  were  preparing  themselves  lor 
death,  by  putting  up  prayers,  singing,  drinking  a 
number  of  bottles  of  wine  and  rum,  and  last  of  all  by 
taking  about  sixteen  cups  of  coffee.  They  vvrotea 
letter  to  M.  Vogel,  to  announce  to  him  the  resolu- 
tion they  had  taken,  and  to  beg  him  to  come  as  spee 
dily  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  their  re- 
mains interred  The  letter  was  sent  to  Berlin  ex- 
press. This  done,  they  repaired  to  the  banks  of  the 
sacred  Lake,  where  they  sat  down  opposite  to  each 
other.  Mr.  Kleist  took  a loaded  pistol,  and  shot 
maclame  Vogel  through  the  heart,  who  fell  back 
dead  ; he  then  reloaded  the  pistol  and  shot  himself 
through  the  bead.  Soon  after  M.  Vogel  arrived 
and  found  them  both  dead.  The  public  are  far 


from  admiring,  or  even  of  approving,  this  actofin- 
sapity.  An  apology  for  this  suicide,  by  M.  Peguil- 
hen,  counsellor  at  war,  has  excited  unanimous  in- 
dignation among  all  who  have  the  principles  either 
of  religion  or  morality.  The  censorship  has  been 
blamed  for  having  permitted  the  circulation  of  an 
account  of  this  tragedy,  in  which  the  suicide  and 
the  murder  represented  as  sublime  acts.  Some 
have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  express  a wish  to  see 
M . Peguilhen  punished,  for  having,  as  a public  func- 
tionary, preached  up  such  principles.  The  husband 
has  also  been  blamed  for  having  given  eclat  to  a ca- 
tastrophe over  which  it  would  have  been  better  to 
draw  the  thickest  veil. 


A Tyrolese  Ambuscade. 

The  following  impressive  account  of  an  action  in 
Lefebvre’s  expedition,  in  August,  18C9,  were  com- 
municated by  a Saxon  ma  jor,  who  escaped  from  the 
destruction  of  those  terrible  days. 

“ We  had  penetrated  to  lnspruck  without  great 
resistance;  and  although  much  was  every  where 
talked  of  the  Tyrolese  stationed  upon  and  round,  the 
Brenner,  we  gave  little  credit  to  it,  thinking  the 
rebels  to  have  been  dispersed  by  a short  cannonade, 
and  already  considering  ourselves  as  conquerors. 
Our  entrance  into  the  passage  of  the  Brenner  was 
only  opposed  by  small  corps,  which  continued  fall- 
ing back,  after  an  obstinate  though  short  resistance. 
Among  others  I perceived  a man  full  eighty  years  of 
age,  posted  against  the  side  of  a rock,  and  sending 
death  among  our  ranks  at  every  shot.  Upon  the 
Bavarians  desending  to  make  him  prisoner,  he. 
shouted  aloud.  Hurrah  ! struck  the  first  man  to 
the  ground  with  a ball,  seized  hold  of  the  second, 
and  with  the  ejaculation,  in  God’s  name ! precipitated 
himself  with  him  into  the  abyss  below.  Marching 
onwards,  we  heard  resound  from  the  summit  of  a 
high  rock  : “ Stephen  ! shall  I chop  it  off  yet  ?”  to 
which  a loud  “ nay”  reverbrated  from  the  opposite 
side.  This  was  told  to  the  duke  of  Dantzic,  who 
notwithstanding,  ordered  us  to  advance  : atthe  same 
time  he  prudently  withdrew  from  the  centre  to  the 
rear.  The  van  consisting  of  401)  Bavarians,  hadjjust 
stormed  a deep  ravine,  when  we  again  heard  halloo- 
ed over  our  heads — “ Ham!  for  the  most  holy  Trini- 
ty !”  Our  terror  was  completed  by  the  reply  that 
immediately  followed  : — “ Lithe  name  of  the,  most 
holy  Trinity  ! — Cut  all  loose  above ! and  ere  a minute 
had  elapsed,  were  thousands  of  my  comrades  in 
arms  crashed,  bruised,  and  overwhelmed,  by  an 
incredible  heap  of  broken  rocks,  stones  and  tree  - . 
hurled  down  upon  us.  All  of  us  were  petrified. 
Everyone  fled  that  could;  but  a shower  of  balls 
from  the  Tyrolese,  who  now  rushed  from  the  sur- 
rounding mountains  in  immense  multitudes,  and 
among  them  boys  and  giris  of  ten  and  twelve  years 
of  age,  killed  or  wounded  a great  many  of  us.  It  was 
not  until  we  had  got  these  fatal  mountains  six  leagues 
behind  us,  that  we  were  re-assembled  by  the  duke, 
end  formed  into  six  columns.  Soon  after  the  Ty- 
rolese  apperaed,  headed  by  Holer  the  innkeeper. 
After  a short  address  from  him,  they  gave  a generai 
fire,  flung  their  rifles  aside,  and  rushed  upon  our 
bayone  s with  only  their  clenched  fists.  Nothing 
could  withstand  their  impetuosity.  They  darted  at 
our  feet,  threw  or  pulled  us  down,  strangled  us, 
wrenched  the  arms  from  our  hands  ; and,  like  en 
raged  lions,  killed  all — French,  Bavarians  and  Sax- 
ons, that  did  not  cry  for  quarter.  Bv  doing  so,  I, 
with  300  men,  was  spared  and  set  at  liberty.  When 
all  lay  dead  around,  arid  victory  was  completed,  the. 
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Tyrolese,  as  if  moved  by  one  impulse,  fell  upon  their 
knees,  and  poured  forth  the  emotions  of  their  hearts 
in  prayer  under  the  canopy  of  Heaven  ; a scene  so 
awfully  solemn  that  it  will  ever  be  present  to  my 
remembrance.  J joined  in  the  devotion,  and  never 
fn  my  life  did  I pray  more  heartily.” 


Miscellaneous. 

THE  LINEN  AND  WOOLEN  MANUFACTURES 
of  Prussian. Silesia  have  been  for  some  years  on  the 
decline.  Previous  to  1798,  the  former  produced  on 
an  average  twenty  millions  of  livres  a year  of  wool 
en  cloth,  above  120,000  pieces  were  made  annually, 
and  two  thirds  of  that  quantity  were  exported.  In 
1788  the  exports  amounted  to  72,620  pieces  dressed, 
and  17,200  undressed.  The  cloths  made  here  are 
common  in  quality;  and  on  these  manufactures,  the 
whole  population  depends  for  a subsistence.  The 
province  has  a few  manufactories  of  cotton  and 
stuffs  mixed  of  silk  and  thread,  but  of  small  conse- 
quence. The  tanneries  are  of  more  importance: 
they  are  numerous  but  neglected,  either  from  pro- 
hibitions which  restrain  industry  or  from  want  of 
capital. 

Peru.  M.  Alphonses  de  Beauchamp  has  pub- 
lished a history  of  the  conquests  and  revolutions  of 
Peru  : the  facts  he  has  compiled  from  previous  his 
torians,  and  trusted  to  his  own  genius  for  those  rhe- 
torical embellishments  which  perhaps  he  thought 
the  subject  required  : he  presents  very  animated 
descriptions  of  the  battles  : very  highly  finished 
portraits  of  the  chiefs  ; and  also  favours  us  with  the 
speeches  which  the  leaders  of  either  party,  Spanish 
or  Indian,  made  on  different  occasions.  “ M.  Beau- 
champ,” we  adopt  the  word  of  a French  critic 
« makes  his  Peruvians  speak  exactly  like  his  Spa- 
niards, so  that  their  discourses  possess  little  nation- 
ality, if  you  omit  their  references  to  their  Gods 
Pachamacha  and  Viracopha  : and  when  we  read  of 
the  powerful  effect  produced  on  th£  feeling  an  audi- 
tory, which  never  existed,  by  speeches  which  have 
never  been  pronounced,  a fiction  so  palpable  has  a 
tendency  to  spread  suspicion  over  the  narration  of 
other  circumstances.  The  custom  of  putting  speech 
es  into  the  mouth  of  historical  characters,  is  conse- 
crated by  the  example  of  ancient  historians,  but  it 
does  not  so  well  agree  with  the  more  exact  and  vi- 
gorous attention  to  authenticity  which  modern  his- 
tory requires  : besides  Livy  could  easily  make  his 
Romans  speak  like  Romans,  but  neither  M.  Beau- 
champ nor  ourselves  know  any  thing  of  the  rheto- 
ric of  the  ancient  Peruvians.”  To  the  history  is  sub- 
joined a very  brief  account  of  the  present  state  of 
Peril. 

The  first  history  of  Peru  was  by  Augustine  Zo- 
rate  and  appeared  in  1553,  not  more  than  thirty 
years  after  the  discovery.  The  works  of  Pedro  dc 
Ciocu  and  of  Diego  Tovres  arc  rather  descriptions 
of  the  country  than  histories  of  events.  Apollani- 
ns  Sevinus  and  Liego  Fernandez  entered  less  into 
detail  than  Zorate. 

Munich,  Dec.  1. 

Royal  observatory — F rom  the  late  observations 
made  by  the  director,  Mr.  Seyfer,  it  appears  that 
the  parabolical  elements  of  the  comet,  will  give 
the  following  results  : — During  the  first  days  of 
December,  the  comet  will  run,  daily,  a distance  of 
305,800  German  miles  (of  15  miles  to  a degree)  con- 
sequently, will  go  at  the  rate  of  12,783  an  hour, 
and  3 1-2  miles  per  second.  The  distance  of  the 
comet  from  the  sun  is  this  day,  fist  of  December) 
thirty  four  millions  of  miles,  and  increases  daily 


240,000  miles ; consequently  10,000  per  hour,  and 
2 7-10  miles  per  second.  The  comet  is,  on  the  1st 
of  December,  at  the  distance  of  upwards  of  forty 
one  millions  of  miles  from  the  earth,  that  is  to  say, 
its  distance  from  us  is  double  to  that  of  the  sun  in 
our  main  distance  from  that  great  luminary.  The 
progressive  distance  of  the  comet  from  the  earth, 
has  a daily  increase  of  505,000  miles  ; every  hour 
21,041,  and  of  each  second  5 4-5  miles.  The  comet 
will  during  the  month  of  December  run  over  a 
space  of  7,150,000  miles.  Its  swiftness  has  there- 
fore considerably  lessened  since  its  nearest  approach 
lo  the  sun  : fn  the  month  of  September  it  ran  over 
fifteen  millions  of  miles  ; in  the  month  of  Octeber 
thirteen  millions,  and  in  November  ten  millions. 
Since  the  12th  of  October,  which  was  the  time  of 
its  greatest  brightness,  it  has  lost  five  sixths  of  its 
light ; and  taking  its  greatest  as  an  unit,  that  unit 
on  the  first  day  of  December,  will  be  reduced 
to  2-200. 

We  understand  that  that  enterprising  and  useful 
member  of  society,  Samuel  Fereday,  esq.  has  just 
begun  to  make  iron,  at  his  three  new  blastfurnaces, 
at  Priest  field,  near  Bilston,  (Eng.)  These  furna- 
ces are  blown  by  an  engine  of  an  entirely  new  con- 
struction, and  the  blast  is  far  superior  in  regularity 
to  any  hitherto  produced.  The  engineers  have  ef- 
fected this,  by  means  of  an  immensely  large  reser- 
voir, into  which  the  a£ir  is  compressed  by  the  en- 
gine before  it  enters  the  furnaces,  and  from  which, 
by  its  own  elasticity,  it  issues  a constant  and  regular 
stream  ; and  we  have  the  satisfaction  ofadding,  that 
iron  made  at  these  furnaces,  is  very  superior  in  qua- 
lity to  the  generality  of  iron  made  in  Staffordshire. 

[ London  •paper. 

From  London  papers  vve  learn  the  government 
of  Denmark  is  greatly  distressed  for  money.  Forced 
loans  are  demanded  of  all  the  cities  and  towns. — 
Altona  was  called  upon  to  furnish  its  quota,  amount- 
ing to  about  £ 250,000  sterling. — Of  this  sum  one 
opulent  house  was  required  to  furnish  £ 150,000. 

A smart  skock  of  an  earthquake  was  experienced 
in  England,  Nov  30. 

A just  cause  for  war ! — Negro  Henry,  king  of  Hay  ti 
(and  we  can  see  no  reason  why  a negro  has  not  as 
good  a right  to  be  a king  as  any  body  else)  has  usurp- 
ed one  of  the  grand  titles  of  the  British  monarch. — 
He  calls  himself,  “ King  of  Hayti,  first  crowded 
monarch  of  the  new  world,  defender  of  the  faith.73 
&c.  &.C.  &c. 

Governor  Harrison.  Three  captains,  four 
lieutenants,  one  ensign  and  the  surgeon  and  assist- 
ant surgeon  of  the  4th  United  States’  regiment  of 
infantry,  have  published  certificates  and  statements 
relative  to  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  near  theWabash, 
in  which  the  character  of  governor  Harrison  is 
represented  in  the  most  honorable  light.  No  man 
has  had  the  temerity  to  impeach  the  conduct  of  the. 
governor  during  the  battle  ; hut  many  have  charged 
him  with  suffering  himself  to  be  surprised  : having, 
perhaps,  formed  their  opinions  from  the  first  rumors 
of  the  affair,  in  which  it  was  stated  the  centinels 
were  shot  with  poisoned  arrows,  &c.  It  seems  the 
gallant  little  army  was  not  surprised.  It  is  true, 
they  were  attacked  in  the  night,  and  that  the  Indians 
rushed  upon  them  with  very  great  rapidity.  But 
the  whole  of  the  men  slept  on  their  arms,  with  (heir 
accoptrements  upon  them,  and  the/?w«s  were  formed 
in  from  four  to  six  minutes  after  the  firing  of  the 
first  gun,  with  astonishing  regularity  awd  order. 
This  could  not  have  been  accomplished  in  a dark 
night  without  a precise  arrangement  predicated 
upon  a supposed  attack. 
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Swedish  state  paper. 

STOCKHOLM,  January  9 

His  royal  majesty’s  health  being  now  so  far  re-established,  that 
his  majest  v conceives  himself  able  to  resume  the  functions  of  go- 
vernment, his  majesty  thought  proper,  in  conformity  to  his  resolu- 
tion transmitted  to  his  royal  highness  die  crown  prince,  to  appoint 
xilC  7th  of  this  month  for  that  purpose.  For  this  purpose  all  the 
members  of  the  council  of  state,  anil  the  s<  c fetaries  ol  .suite,  at 
half  past  ten  o’clock  on  that  day,  waited  on  his  royal  highness  the 
crown  prince,  when  his  excellency  count  GyUenborg,  minister 
oi'  die  judiciary  department,  explained  to  bis  royal  highness  die 
sentiments  of  respectful  esteem  and  gratitude  with  which  the  mem- 
hers  of  the  council  were  filled,  during  the  time  that  his  royal  high- 
ness  had  directed  the  national  affairs,  which  sentiments  never 
•would  forsake  them.  His  royal  highness  was  pleated  to  reply  to 
the  address  in  the  most  gracious  terms,  and  whereupon  the  crown 
prir.ct . accompanied  by  the  aforesaid  lords  and  gentlemen ; repair- 
ed to  his  royal  majesty,  to  whom  he  read  the  statement  of  the 
public  business,  hereafter  following  in  this  paper,  from  the  17th  of 
March  last.  His  royal  majesty,  overpowered  by  the  most  lively 
sensations,  embraced  the  crown  prince,  and  declared  that  he  could 
not  express  all  that  bis  heart  felt  on  this  occasion  towards  him.  but 
left  tire  internal  satisfaction  which  his  royal  highness  must  derive 
from  past  times,  to  tell  him  all  tlrat  his  royal  majesty’s  gratitude 
and  the  well-founded  establishment  of  the  kingdom’3  welfare  re- 
quire towards  him. 

Speech  addressed  by  his  royal  highness  the  prince  royal , to  the  king, 
upon  Jik  majesty's  resuming  the  government  of  the  kingdom , 
January  7,  1812. 

“ Sire— My  most  ardent  wishes  have  been  fulfilled— the  re-estab- 
lished health  of  your  majesty  again  enables  you  to  resume  the  go- 
vernment of  the' kingdom. 

“ I can  appeal  to  your  own  heart  to  judge  of  the  d<  nghttuj  emo- 
tion mine  experiences,  in  replacing  between  the  hands  of  your 
majesty  an  authority,  the  prolonged  exercise  of  which  has  con- 
stantly kept  before  me  the  danger  which  threatened  your  days. 

“ Notwithstanding  the  daily  reports  which  I have  submitted  to 
•vour  majesty,  both  respecting  the  exterior  and  interior  situation  of 
the  state,  I nevertheless  consider  it  my  dnty  to  profit  by  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  so  important  lor  me  upon  all  accounts,  to  present 
your  majesty  w ith  a rapid  sketch  of  them. 

“"When  your  majesty  decided  upon  embracing  the  continental 
policy,  and  declared  war  against  Great  Britain,  Sweden  had  got 
clear  of  an  unfortunate  contest ; her  wounds  were  still  bleeding  ; it 
w as  necessary  for  her  to  make  new  sacrifices,  at  a moment  even  when 
she  lost  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  her  public  revenue  ; the 
whole  of  that  produced  by  the  customs  being  nearly  annihilated. 

“ in  defiance  of  the  insulated  situation  of  Sweden,  she  has  per- 
formed, for  the  interest  of  the  common  cause,  all  that  could  be 
expected  from  a people  faithful  to  their  engagements  ; mure  than 
000,000  of  rix  dollars  have  been  expended  in  recruiting  the  army, 
and  placing  in  a state  of  defence  the  coasts  of  our  islands,  our  for- 
tresses, and  our  fleet. 

« I will  not  dissemble  from  your  majesty,  that  our  commerce  has 
been  reduced  to  a simple  coasting  trade  from  port  to  port,  and  has 
greatly  sufit  red  from  this  state  of  war.  Privateers  tinder  friendly 
flags,  against  windy  it  would  have  been  injudicious  to  have  adopt- 
ed measures  of  safety  «nd  precaution,  have  taken  advantage  of  our 
confidence  in  treaties,  to  capture,  one  after  another,  nearly  50  ot 
our  merchantmen  ; but  at  last,  sire,  your  flotilla  received  orders 
to  protect  the  Swedish  flag,  and  the  just  commerce  of  your  subjects 
against  piracies,  which  could  neither  be  authorised  nor  avowed  by 
anv  government. 

The  Danish  cruisers  have  given  much  cause  for  complaidt  on  our 
part ; but  the  evil  decreases'  daily,  and  every  day  leads  us  to  think 
the  lawful  commerce  of  Sweden  will  not  be  any  longer  disturbed 
by  them,  and  that  the  relations  of  good  neighborhoodship  will  be 
more  strengthened. 

“ The  cruisers  under  the  French  flag  have  given  an  unlimited 
extension,  to  their  letters  of  marque  ; the  injuries  which  they  have 
done  us  have  been  the  object  'of  our  complaints  the  justice  and 
loyalt  y of  liis  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French  have  guaranteed 
their  redress. 

“ The  protections  given  by  friendly  governments  have  been  re- 
spected, aud  such  of  their  ships  as  have  touched  upon  our  coasts, 
have  been  at  liberty  to -continue  their  voyage,  whatever  might  he 
their  destination. 

u About  fifty  American  sliips,  driven  upon  our  coasts  by  succes- 
sive tempests."  have  been  re  leased.  This  act  of  justice,  founded 


“ The  ponce  with  Russia  will  not  be  troubled ; the  treaties  by 
[which  itu  cemented,  are  executed  on  both  side*  with  frankness 
and  good  faith. 

“ Our  relations  with  the  Austrian  empire  are  upon  the  most 
amicable  footing  ; the  remembrance  of  glory  brings  the  two  na- 
tions neater  to  each  other,  ami  your  ma  jesty  will  neglect  nothing 
which  can  contribute  to  maintaining  the  reciprocity  of  confiiLnfco 
and  esteem  its  causes. 

“ If  Spain  and  Portugal  should  assume  a tranquil  posture,  those 
countries  will  oiler  to  Swedish  commerce,  advantages  which  would 
guarantee  the  perfectioning  of  the  plans  she  has  commenced  for 
improving  her  iron  mines. 

“ Gur  intercourse  with  Southern  America  has  entirely  ceased,  and 
war  ravages  these  fine  and  ulifortuimte  countries;  whenthey  have 
a regular  administration,  the  produce  of  the  kingdom  will  hod  an 
advantageous  vent  there.  The  maritime  war  lias  interrupted  our 
commercial  relations  with  Turkey  ; hut  nothing  which  interests 
that  ancient  friend  of  Sweden  cau  dc  indifferent  to  your  majesty. 

“ Sire  1 Such  are  the  exterior  relations  of  Sw  eden.  Justice  and 
loyalty  towards  all  nations  have  been  the  political  guide*  of  your 
majesty. 

“ The  army  and  the  finances,  these  two  principal  guarantees  of 
a state,  have  above  all  been  the  objects  of  my  constant  solicitude. 

“ A wise  economy  has  governed  die  expenditure  of  the  funds 
for  the  armaments,  w hich  the  state  of  war  had  rendered  necessary* 
This  w ar  h iring  great  influence  upon  the  exportation  of  Swedish 
productions,  upon  the  general  proceedings  of  trade,  and  the  ima- 
ginations of  merchants  had  caused  the  course  of  exchange  to  vise1 
to  an  exorbitant  height ! I have  particularly  directed  my  attention 
to  stop  this  scourge  of  states,  which  having  once  broken  its  dyke', 
no  bounds  can  be  placed  toils  ravages:  In  repressing  on  the  one 
side  stock-jobbing,  in  carrying  into  execution  the  ancient  laws  a- 
gainst  the  unlawful  exportation  of  gold  or  silver — in  imposing  » 
duty  of  transit  upon  the  conveyance  of  ingots  from  foreign  coun- 
tries through  Sweden— in  endeavoring  to  bring  back  the  nation  ro 
the  principles  of  economy  which  distinguished  their  ancestors.  6 i 
the  other  side  I have  endeavored  to  give  activity  to  the  interior  in- 
dustry and  lawful  commerce  of  Sweden.  I have  bad  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  my  efforts  crowned  with  success,  and  that  the  Course 
of  exchange  upon  Hamburg,  which  in  March  last  was  at  1 36  sk, 
on  the  3d  of  the  present  January  was  only  18  sk. 

“ I have  taken  measures  to  render  more  general  the  manufacture 
of  linen  and  the  culture  of  hemp ; to  proceed  actively  in  the  dis- 
covery of  new  sources  for  obtaining  salt  ; to  continue  the  clearing 
of  the  ground  in  Dalecarlia  ; establishing  a new  communication 
with,  and  markets  in  Vcrmeland  ; to  form  a company  destined  to 
carry  on  the  herring  fishery  in  the  open  seas  ; to  prolong  our 
commercial  relations  with  Finland,  to  carry  into  execution  the  fi- 
nancial resolutions  of  the  states  of  the  kingdom ; to  give  the  dir  - *. 
lion  of  magazines,  to  those  of  the  customs,  aud  to  the  island  of  fi. 
Bartholomews,  afresh  organization. 

“ The  harvest  not  having  proved  r good  one,  I have  adopt-  g 
means  to  prevent  a scarcity,  by  causing  corn  to  be  imported  from 
foreign  countrie  s ; but  in  order  to  prevent  such  importation  infir,  - 
eneing  the  exchange,  salt  must  be  exported  for  grain  so  received. 
This  exchange  w ill  be  effected  with  so  much  the  more  facility,  ns 
there  yet  exists  a sufficient  provision  of  salt  in  the  country  for  tv.  » 
years  consumption. 

“I  have  with  grief  observed,  that  the  immoderate  use  and  mann  - 
fact  o re  of  brandy,  by  which  the  general  interests  are  Sacrificed  u> 
individual  ones,  corrupt  the  nation,  and  will  sooner  or  later  cause 
a scarcity.  1 have  only  employed  exhortations  on  this  subject 
which  I have  collected  from  the  paternal  sentiments  of  vour  majes- 
ty, and  I leave  it  to  other  times,  and  to  the  judgment  of  the  state*-', 
Input  an  end  to  an  evil  which  every  body  acknowledges  continues 
increasing. 

“ I have  paid  particular  attention  to  the  state  and  organization  of 
the  hospitals,  to  the  religious  establishments,  and  to  the  mums  of 
preventing  or  at  least  reliering  mendicity.  The  interior  police 
and  agriculture  have  not  been  lost  sight  of,' and  a central  academy 
of  agriculture  will  shortly  be  established  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
an  impulse  and  an  encouragement  to  the  public  economy,  and  to 
scientific  knowledge,  which  will  continue  to  ensure  the  prosperity 
of  the  state. 

“ The  works  of  the  wnal  of  Gothland,  that  grand  monument 
of  your  majesty’s  reign,  have  been  carried  on  with  great  activity. 
Those  of  the  canal  ot  Sodectilge,  stopped  by  obstacles  Which,  foe 
zealous  efforts  of  the  directors  have  not  been  able  to  surmount, 
have  again  commenced  with  more  rapid  stride*. 

“ I have  carried  into  execution  the  solemn  resolution  of  the 
states  of  the  kingdom,  sanctioned  by  your  majesty,  regarding  vi  e 


upon  the  rights  of  nations  has  been  appreciated  by  the  United j national  atmaneut ; but  careful  not  to  deprive  agriculture  of  my 

uierstoed  rein-! more  arms  than  aro  indispensably  necessary  for  defence  of  o.fr 
e country,  I have  merely  ordered  a levy  of  15,000  men,  exclusive  of 
► the  50,000  which  the  states  liad  placed  at  your  majesty’s  disposal. 
(The  most  direful  errors  wvre  carried  even  into  Sehonen,  where 


States,  and  appearances  promise  us,  that  better  un^m,w„  lu*., 
iatiotiswith  their  government  will  facilitate  the  exportation  of  thej 
numerous  piles  of  iron  with  which  our  public  places  are  now 

tilled. 
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divisions but  these  were  soon  suppressed  by  the  tusited  force  oft 
the  armj-  and  the  laws  and  were  succeeded  by  the  return  of  national 
sentiments  and  obedience  to  their  duty.  The  vacancies  in  the 
new  enrolment  and  in  the  national  armament  are  almost  entirely  j 
idled  up,  and  every  measure  lias  been  taken  to  render  them  useful 
in  this'emplov.  The  regular  army  lias  been  recruited,  as  is  also 
the  whole  of  the  reserve,  who  have  been  clothed  and  supplied 
with  well  e<Mv.‘titi«ned  arms,  of  which  sufficient  quantities  are  found 
hi  the  magazines,  and  fbundt-ries  tor  arms  have  obtained  a renewed  ] 
activity/  The  making  of  gunpowder  and  saltpetre  has  been  ex- 
tended' and  improved,  and  the  artillery  put  into  respectable  condi- 
tion.- The  pensions,  granted  to  officers  and  soldiers  .wounded 
during  the  war,  have  been  neither  continued  nor  augment!  d.  The 
accounts  of  the  expbnges  of  the  late  war  have  been  accelerated, 
and  such  measures  as  have  been  adopted,  had  no  other  object  in 
view  than  to  render  the  troops  serviceable,  and  to  supply  them  with 
toe  necessavies  requisite. 

“ Your  majesty  will  deign  to  perceive  by  this  statement,  that 
notwithstanding-  all  that  the  detractors  of  Sweden  have  insinuated 
on  this  head,  as  that  it  would  take  sixty  years  to  organize  an  army 
of  6000  men,  yet  this  will  be  apparent  in  the  month  of  April  next, 
both  to  the  friends  and  enemies  of  your  majesty.  The  intent  of 
this  augmentation  of  our  military  force  is  merely  defensive— with- 
out ‘any  other  ambition  than  that  of  preserving  her  liberty  and 
laws,  Sweden  will  have  the  means  of  defending  herself,  and  she 
can  do  it.  Bound  by  the  sea  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  by 
inaccessible  .mountains,  it  is  not  solely  on  the  courage  of  her  inha- 
bitants, nor  in  the  remembrance  of  her  former  glory,  that  she  has 
to  seek  lor  the  security  of  her  independence ; it  is  rather  to  be 
found  in  herTocal  situation,  in  her  mountains,  her  forests,  in  her 
lake...  and  in  her  frosts.  Let  her,  therefore,  profit  by  these  united 
advantages,  and  let  her  inhabitants  be  thoroughly  persuaded  of 
this  truth,  that  if  iron,  the  produce  of  their  mountains,  cultivates 
their  farms,  by  ploughing  up  their  fields,  that  it  is  likewise  iron 
alone,  and  the  farm  determination  of  making  use  of  it,  that  can 
defend  them. 

I have  been  seconded  in  my  efforts  by  the  good  spirit  prevalent 
In  the  army,  and  by  the  zeal  and  abilities  of  the  public  func- 
tionaries. 

“ The  magistracy  has  maintained  t%s  ancient  reputation ; it  has 
painful  duties  to  fulfil,  but  this  has  procured  it  a fresh  title  and 
claim  to  general  esteem. 

‘‘  The  different  departments  of  the  chancery  of  state  have  rival- 
led each  other  in  giving  the  quickest  dispatch,  compatible  with  the 
formalities  required  by  our  laws  and  customs,  to  all  business  which 
has  come  undertheir  cognizance. 

“ Tile  secretary  of  state’s  department  for  church  affairs,  has 
since  the  17th  Marclg  expedited  nearly  600  causes,  that  of  the 
interior  952,  that  of  the  finance  and  commerce  1653,  and  the  war 
department  25,305. 

“ The  causes  in  final  decision  which  has  not  yet  been  given,  and 
which  are  confined  to  a very  moderate  number  in  each  department 
in  comparison  to  the  extent,  coming  under  their  several  denovnina, 
tions,  are  either  of  such  a nature  as  to  require  your  majesty’s 
decision,  or  to  be  again  brought  forward  for  final  determination. 
Should  your  majesty  deigu  to  recognize  in  the  sketch  which 
1 have  laid  before  you, the  desire  which  has  actuated  me  to  deserve 
the  high  confidence  you  have  shewn  towards  me,  this  would  prove, 
next  to  the  joy  I felt  on  your  majesty’s  re-establishment,  the  most 
..pleasing  recompense  for  all  my  pains.  May  Heaven,  in  accordance 
•with  my  prayers,  lengthen  your  majesty’s  days,  and  that  Sweden, 
protected  by  your  virtues,  sire,  may  find  an  unperishable  guarantee 
in  the  absolute  devotion  which  my  heart  has  avowed  to  your  ma- 
jesty, in  the  respectful  attachment  of  my  son,  in  the  sauctity  of  the 
laws  of  state,  in  uprightness  of  public  functionaries,  and  in  the 
union,  the  courage  and  the  patriotism  of  all  Sweden. 

“ With  the  most  sincere  sentiments  of  attachment,  and  with  the 
most  profound  respect  I am,  sir,  your  majesty’s  most  humble  and 
faithful  subject  and  good  son. 

CHARLES  JEAN. 

“ Palace  at  Stockhohn , January  7,  1812.” 


Treason,  Rebellion,  Revolution. 

“Treason  has  never  prospered,  what’s  the  reason  ? 

Why — when  itprospers,  none  do  call  it  treason.” 

The  greater  part  of  mankind  estimate  the  merits 
of  a cause  by  the  success  that  attends  it.  Hancock 
and  S.  Adams,  of  glorious  memory  in  the  history 
of  their  country,  and  justly  assuming  pre-eminence 
in  being,  of  all  the  American  people,  excluded  from 
the  royal  mercy , might,  and,  perhaps,  would  have 
expiated  their  noble  daring  of  the  scaffold,  as  trai 
tors,  if  (oh  ! happy  if!)  the  revolution  had  not  bgen 
so  gallantly  prosecuted  and  sublimely  concluded  !— 
And  posterity,  learning  the  charac  'r  of  these  illus- 
trious men  from  the  historians  of  the  conqueror, 
might  have  ranked  them  as  the  companions  o f Jack 
Cade  and  Wat  Tyler  T 

Let  us  bring  to  memory  a few  of  the  early  events 
of  what  the  world  now  calls  our  revolutionary  war. 
Ask  the  relatives  of  the  basely  slain  at  Paoli* Wyo- 


ming, Egg-harbor,  what  the  ic  rebels ” suffered. 1 

Learn  of  the  yet  surviving  citizens  once  engulphcd  j| 
in  the  prison  ships  at  New- York  : — go  to  the  monu-  ? 
•ment  reared  with  pious  hands  on  the  shores  of  the 
Wallabout — it  covers  the  fragments  of  the  bones  of 
11,500  Americans  who  perished  bv  disease  and  fa-  .1 
mime  ; thrown  into  the  holds  of  these  vessels  like 
billets  of  wood  ; pent  up  without  room  to  lay  down  ^ 
in  ; denied  the  light  of  heaven  and  a free  circulation  \ 
of  air  ; always  stinted,  and  sometimes  for  whole  days  *| 
refused,  even  mouldy  bread  and  putrid  water.  The  | 
history  of  modern  times  presents  no  parallel  to  the  j 
•cool  deliberate  cruelties  practised  by  the  «*  generous  1 
English ” on  board  of  these  vessels.  The  murders  v 
of  the  hell-hound  Suwarrtf  at  Praga  and  Ismael , 1 
may  be  forgiven  ; they  succeeded  the  heat  of  the 
battle.  The  horrors  of  the  French  revolution  may  , 
be  passed  over  as  the  fiery  effervescences  of  the  times,  j 
but  in  the  treatment  of  our  own  countrymen  we  have  j 
an  instance  of  steady  and  unyielding  cruelty  un-  -i 
known  to  the  world — it  lasted  for  years  : — but  the  J 
victims  were— “ rebels  !”  The  famed  black-hole  j 
at  Calcutta  was  but  a type  of  the  Jersey  prison  ship.  1 
To  give  in  detail  the  horrors  of  the  revolution,  is  J 
by  no  means  my  intention.  They  are  fresh  in  the  ] 
minds  of  many — but  the  people  of  the  colonies  were  ■ 
rebels” — and  it  was  the  will  of  the  “ Lord’s  anoint - ; 

ed,”  (as  lying  priests  most  impiously  call  their  kings)  j 
that  fire  and  sword  should  desolate  the  country. — 
The  writer  of  this  article  had  nearly  perished  with 
his  mother  a short  timo  before  he  was  born.*  A ' 
British  grenadier  gallantly  attacked  her  with  his  - 
bayonet,  but  she  was  saved  although  by  the  inter- 
position of  Providence.  Cases  of  this  kind  were 
not  uncommon — the  “ rebels”  had  lost  the  “ gra- 
cious” protection  of  the  Icing. 

in  the  south,  the  poor  ignorant  slave  was  called 
upon  to  cut  the  throat  of  his  n»astex%,  to  destroy  his 
family,  and  conflagrate  his  dwelling.  In  the  north, 
the  savage,  thirsting  for  the  blood  of  men,  women 
and  children,  was  let  loose,  and  urged  by  unhal- 
lowed gifts  to  carry  on  his  relentless  war.  Who 
ever  before  heard  of  such  allies  of  a Christian  nation  ? 
But  rebellion  is  a high  crime;  and  the  <c  magnani- 
mous” English  felt  justified  in  using  all  the  means 
that  “ God  and  nature  had  put  into  their  hands  !” 
Nor  were  treaties  observed  with  the  “ rebels .” — 
The  most  solemn  compacts  were  violated  without 
ceremony.  The  congress  of  seventy  six  have  given 
infamous  immortality  to  the  name  of  Gage;  who,  ; 
but  for  his  treachery  and  the  record  of  it  (like  . 
Erostatus  and  the  decree  of  the.  Athenians ) would  J 
have  descended  to  the  common  mass  of  earth  un-  ] 
heeded  (see  Weekly  Register,  vol.  1,  page  94), 
In  the,  early  part  of  17 77,  Dr.  Franklin  applied  to 
lord  StQrmont,  the  British  minister  at  Paris,  to 
lessen  the  horrors  of  war  by  a mutual  exchange  of 
prisoners — but  his  lordship  said,»*‘  the  king's  am- 
bassador receives  no  applications  from  rebels  unless 
to  implore  his  majesty’s  mercy.”  A short  time 
aftrfr  general  Burgoyne  ana  his  arrrty  were  captured 
— and  his  murdering  allies  dispersed  The  word 
rebellion  began  to  give  way,  and  revolution  was 
the  phrase.  The  success  of  the  contest  changed 
the  features  of  it. 

These  things  are  not  mentioned  to  excite  il  old 
animosities”  which  some  would  so  carefully  guard 
us  against.  They  are  intended  to  apply  to  the  events 
of  the  present  times.  Yet  this  same  England,  who 
so  barbarous]}’  opposed  rebellion  in  America,  gloried 
in  a “ revolution ” that  literally  drove  the  “ sacred 
person  of  majesty  from  her  throne,”  and  placed  an 

■ * In  1777,  * ~ 
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usurper  upon  it,  a coM  blooded  tyrant  and  deliberate 
assassin — witness  the  destruction  of  the  clan  oi 
Glencoe,  by  William  III.  . 

The  people  of  France,  infuriated  by  suffering, 
cast  off  their  allegiance  to  Louis  (a  good  man, 
though  the  administration  of  his  government  was 
most  corrupt)  and  put  him  to  death.  They  esta- 
blished a government  for  themselves — they  carried 
the  tri-colored  flag  through  blood  and  slaughter 
triumphant,  and  humbled  in  the  dust  the  associated 
kings  who  conspired  to  dismember  their  territory, 
and  punish  them  for  rebelling.  From  the  unpa- 
ralleled successes  that  attended  their  arms,  the  ter- 
ment  in  this  country  was  called  a revolution  ; but 
even  yet  were  a Bourbon  to  ascend  the  throne,  it 
would^  be  stiied  a rebellion.  Agairtst  this  govern- 
ment, sealed  with  the  blood  of  so  haany  millions, 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  rebelled.  Forgetfu  of 
all  his  professions  in  favor  of  freedom  and  his  oit 
repeated  vows,  he  aimed  at  the  diadem  and  suc- 
ceeded— and  thousands  of  those  who  at  the  time 
of  his  usurpation  would  have  planted  a dagger  into 
his  bosom,  now  lowly  bending  in  his 'presence 
round  the  throne,  would  be  as  ready  to  bring  de- 
struction on  the  hardy  republican  who  should  ven- 
ture to  presume  that  his  assumption  of  the  sove- 
reignty was  not  a “ glorious  revolution.”  If  Bona- 
parte had  failed,  his  head  would  have  been  the 
forfeit.  Should  any  man  or  body  of  men  now  at- 
tempt to  do  what  he  himself  accomplished  and  not 
succeed — would  not  their  fate  be  instant  death  from 
his  hands? 

If  Spain  shall  triumph  in  the  gallant  struggle  of 
her  people — a struggle  worthy  of  better  hopes  than 
can  be  entertained  from  a government  conducted  by 
so  miserable  a creature  as  Ferdinand  or  the  corrupt- 
ed Cortes  that now  usurp  it — the  affair  will  be  re- 
corded in  history  as  ,a  revolution — if  the  mighty  ef- 
fort fails,  and  Joseph  shall  obtain  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  the  throne,  the  world  will  call  it  a rebellion 
—-the  difference  of  the  terms  ensuing  the  success  of 
the  matter. 

If  ever  a people  were  justified  by  the  laws  of 
nature  and  nature's  God,  in  dissolving  the  political 
bonds  that  held  them  to  another,  it  is  the  people  of 
what  is  commonly  called-  “ Spanish  America.” — 
What  outrages,  indignities  and  insults  have  not  been 
heaped  Upon  the  heads  of  these  colonists ! — most 
of  their  precious  productions,  as  well  agriculture  as 
mineral,  were  monopolized  by  the  government — 
they  were  restricted  and  restrained  at  every  point — 
their  substance  was  destroyed  by  swarms  of  offi- 
cers from  Spain,  who  fell  upon  them  like  the  locusts 
of  the  desarts  upon  the  fertile  regions  of  Asia, 
“consuming  eve  y green  thing  — denied  the  free- 
dom of  action,  they  were  almost  forbidden  the  li 
berty  of  thought ; and  intercourse  with  the  world 
was  refused  lest  they  might  become  sensible  of  their 
condition,  and  attempt  to  change  it.  Despotism 
existed  in  all  in  its  purity,  and  most  oppressive 
form.  One  horde  of  tyrants,  were  succeeded  by 
another ; each  finding  out  some  new  vexation  to  the 
exhausted  people,  to  enrich  themselves  the  more 
speedily,  and  enable  them  to  return  “home,”  to 
riot  and  luxury..  Someof  the  colonies  have  revolt- 
ed, and  assumed  for  themselves  a rank  and  name 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth— and  others  are  still 
embarked  in  a cle  idly  contestfor  their  rights— whigs 
against tories,  Americans  against  “the  Gods!”*— 
The  “ patriotic”  junta  at  Cadiz  call  the  Americans 

* The  native  Spaniards  are  so  called  from  their 
arrogance. 


rebels  : and,  in  all  cases  to  which  their  power  ex- 
tends, treat  them  with  less  mercy  than  Bonaparte 
metes  to  their  associates  (whom  he  calls  rebels ) when 
taken  in  arms  against  him.  It  is  “ patriotism”  to 
fight  against  the  emperor  of  France  who  forced 
Ferdinand  to  sign  an  act  of  abdication  of  the  crown 
of  Spain — but  it  is  rebellion  to  renounce  allegiance 
to  Ferdinand,  who  forced  king  Charles  to  resign  the 
sceptre  to  him.  Thus  arc  different  meanings  at- 
tached to  things  that  are  substantially  the  same,  by 
different  persons  u4.der  different  circumstances — 
and  they  become,  treason,  rebellion  or  revolution. 

But  how  stands  the  people  of  the  United  States 
as  to  these  matters?  The  warm  feelings  of  thou- 
sands are  enlisted  on  behalf  of  the  European  Spa- 
niards — the  brave  defence  they  have  made,  and  the 
sanctity  of  their  cause,  are  favorite  themes  amongst 
us.  The  success  of  their  arms  is  called  “ glorious 
neios  ;”  our  public  prints  give  columns  upon  co- 
lumns of  details  of  events  in  that  country,  as  most 
interesting  matter;  and  from  the  hall  of  congress 
to  the  school- house  debating  club,  we  find  orators 
extolling,  and  magnifying,  her  struggles  for  Ferdi- 
nand a»d  a king.  How,  then,  is  it  that  a gloomy 
silence  prevails  regarding  the  American  Spaniards , 
and  that  a short  flippant  paragraph  is  only  occa- 
sionally found  respe.eting  them  ? They — Venezuela 
at  least,  have  established  governments  like  our  own 
— they  have  adopted  representative  systems  ; and 
the  law  is  built  on  the  will  of  the  people,  to  he 
administered  for  the  common  good,  hearing  equally 
upon  all.  Ought  we  not  to  feel  more  interested  m 
such  events,  occurring,  as  it  weicat  our  own  doors, 
than  in  the  choice  of  masters  in  Europe?  Like  na- 
turally seeks  it  like;  and,  if  truly  attached  to  the 
republic  of  North  America,  ought  we  to  be  indif- 
ferent as  to  the  establishment  of  a republic  in  the 
southern  continent,  a sister,  of  whom  we  may  enter- 
tain the  happiest  anticipatons  ? I apprehend  there  is 
sovae.  foreign  influence  in  this  apathy — perhaps,  we 
feel  ourselves  so  intimately  connected  with  Euro- 
pean politics,  that  we  are  weaned  from  our  oivu, 
and  regard  them  as  matters  of  a secondary  nature . 
The  thought  seems  worthy  of  serious  consideration . 
I fear  the  insinuation  is  too  well  founded  on  truth. 

I have  been  led  to  these  remarks  by  the  following 
article,  translated  for  an  American  paper,  inserted, 
without  comment,  and  in  which  the  patriots  (as  X 
call  them)  of  Mexico,  are  unfeelingly  treated  as 
mere  “ insurgents”  by  an  American  editor  : 

“ Official  account  of  the  execution  of  the  chiefs  of 

the  Mexican  insurgents,  taken  from  the  Havana 

Messenger,  of  the  23d  November,  1811. 

Guadalaxara,  16th  September,  1811. — By  or- 
der of  his  excellency,  the  general  in  chief  of  the 
army  of  reserve,  don  Josef  de  la  Cruz,  the  com- 
mittee of  public  safety  of  this  capital,  informs  the 
inhabitants  of  the.  city  and  province,  that  it  has  re- 
ceived the  following  list  of  the  principal  chiefs  of 
the  insurrection  whieh  have  been  shot  at  Chihua- 
hua at  the  different  periods  hereafter  mentioned. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1811.— Ignacio  Camargo, 
major  general  ; Juan  Baurista  Carrasco,  brigadier; 
Augustin  Marrequin,  hangman. 

On  the  1 Ith  of  same  month — Francisco  Lauza- 
gorta,  major  general ; Luis  Mircles,  colonel. 

On  the  GLh  June — Juan  Ignacio  Bamon,  cap- 
tain ; Nicolas  Zapata,  major-general ; Joseph  San- 
tos Villa,  colonel;  Pedro  Leon,  town  master. 

On  the  26th  June — Ignacio  Alleride,  generalissi- 
mo ; Mariano  Ximencz,  captain  general  and  go- 
vernor of  Mqnterry  ; Juan  de  Aldama,  fieutenant- 
gerieral. 


60 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER BRITISH  STATISTICS. 


Oil  the  27th  said  month-—Joseph  Maria  Chico, 
lawyer  ; Josef  Solis,  intendant  of  the  armv  of  the 
insurgents;  Vicente  Valencia;  Onofre  Portugal, 
brigadier-general. 

On  the  4/th  July,  1811 — 'Hie  curate  HIDALGO, 
chief  of  the  rebellion. 

The  following  were  sentenced  to  hard  labor : — 
Andres  Molaiio,  during  life  ; Aranda,  Jacinto, 
Norma,  Charles,  Martinez,  Ignacio,  Maldonado, 
and  Abasolo,  for  1G  years  at  Encirlillas  ; theit  es- 
tates confiscated  and  their  descendants  attained. 
Town  of  Xercz,  5th  Sestember,  1811. 

(Signed)  Josef  Manuel  de  Ochoa.” 

Now  let  us  suppose  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte 
were  to  obtain  possession  of  Romana , Blake,' and 
some  ten  or  twelve  others  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Spaniards — to  put  some  to  death,  sentence  others  to 
hard  labor  for  life,  confiscate  the  estates  of  all,  and 
‘‘  attain  their  descendants?” — Would  not  the 
whole  world  be  called  upon  to  rise  in  vengeance 
at  the  bloody  deed,  and  heaven,  earth  and  hell  be 
interceded  with  to  destroy  and  punish  the  infamous 
tyrant?  The  American  press  would  groan  under 
the  weight  of  its  criminations  ; and  the  chosen 
curses  of  Sythorax  be  too  light  to  express  our 
horror  at  the  barbarous  story.  ****** 
**■**##**-*  the  patriots  of 

Mexico , men  of  high  souls  and  generous  pursuits, 
have  descended  to  the  tomb  unpitied  and  un- 
jamented  ■ 

If  the  sanctity  of  their  cause  could  have  insured 
its  success,  these  men  had  not  perished. — A reverse 
of  events  that  preserved  Hancock  and  Adams  from 
the  halter,  brought  death  to  Hidalgo  and  his  com- 
patriot friends. — But  for  these  adverse  circumstan 
ces  a representive  system  of  government  would 
have  established  in  Mexico  ; and  Hidalgo , perhaps, 
hailed  as  the  Jfashinglon  of  his  native  land,  might 
have  directed  its  concerns  to  the  happiest  destinies. 
— But  while  mv  very  soul  mourns  for  the  fate  of 
' those  chiefs,  I thank  Heaven  for  the  gleam  of  hope 
afforded  by  many  accounts  from  that  country  ; 
trusting  the  seat  of  royalty  is  shaken  to  its  centre, 
and  that  the  bloody  archbishop  and  viceroy  will 
soon  pay  the  forfeit  of  his  murders.  Respect  shall 
then  be  paid  to  the  manes  of  the  illustrious  dead, 
and  the  despised  “ insurgents”  beheld  up  to  future 
generations  as  examples  of  patriotism,  of  virtue  and 
suffering,  .•  H.  N. 

British  Statistics. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND , 8pc. 

DERIVED  FROM  VARIOUS  SOURCES. 

— “ Mobilitate  yiget — Viresque  acquhit  eundo.”— 

In  the  early  ages  of  the  world,  even  down  to  the 
sixteenth  century,  when  Princes  or  other  supreme 
heads  of  governments  were  in  want  of  money  to 
supply  their  exigencies,  either  real  or  imaginary,  it 
was  the  common  custom  for  them  to  mortgage  their 
territories  in  security  for  the  re  payment  of  the  sums 
they  found  it  necessary  to  borrow.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances it  eventually  depended  onthesuccess  or 
good  faith  of  the  potentate  whether  the  lenders  were 
ever  reimbursed  ; and  the  facility  of  borrowing  was, 
consequently,  extremely  limited.  Whether  an  in 
crease  of  that  facility  by  the  invention  of  other 
modes  of  insurance  less  problematical,  has  added 
either  to  the  aggrandizement  of  theprince,  erto  the 
happiness  of  the  people,  is  a question  involving  so 
many  adverse  interests,  that  a satisfactory  solution 
can  hardly  be  expected.  The  nature  of  the  debt  due 


by  the  British  government,  though  adamiliar  topic 
of  conversation,  and  a fruitful  subject  of  criticism, 
is  very  imperfectly  understood.  Some  of  the  ablest 
political  writers  have  regarded  it  as  the  surest  proof 
of  the  strength  of  the  country;  while  others,  not 
less  wise,  nor  patriotic,  deprecate  it  as  the  harbin- 
ger of  inevitable  ruin.  Conviction  seldom  attends 
political  reasoning.  There  seems  to  be  a natural 
attachment,  in  every  man,  to  his  own  opinion,  more 
especially  on  the  two  important  subjects  of  religion 
and  government;  from  which  a powerful  argument 
might  be  drawn  in  favor  of  republics.  We  shall 
not,  however,  so  far  forget  our  present  purpose,  as 
to  lead  the  reader  into  metaphysical  discussions,— 
The  intention  of  the  writer  is  simply  to  explain,  as 
concisely  and  as  intelligibly  as  possible,  the  mean- 
ing of  terms  which  are  frequently  used  ; but  which 
it  is  not  in  every  one’s  power  to  make  himself  ac- 
quainted with.  He  lias  been  particular  in  adduc- 
ing the  authorities  upon  which  his  statements  are 
founded,  that  the  reader  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  knowing  from  what  sources  he  can  collect  a ful- 
ler information,  should  the  present  abstract  not  be 
sufficient  to  satisfy  his  curiosity. 

In  1422  the  revenue  of  the  monarch  who  then 
swayed  the  the  English  sceptre  (Henry  V.)  amount- 
ed only  to  the  sum  of  £55,714,  and  a few  shillings  ; 
which  left  the  small  surplus  over  and  above  the  or- 
dinary expences  of  his  government  of  about  £3,200; 
and  from  this  sum  the  king  was  not  only  obliged  to 
support  his  household,  but  to  pay  the  expence  of 
embassies,  &.c.x  To  supply  the  expences  of  the  nu- 
merous wars  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  for  • 
which  the  grants  by  parliament  were  insufficient,  he 
was  often  obliged  to  borrow  money  upon  the  pawn 
of  his  jewels  and  sometimes  of  the  crown  itself. — 
At  the  accession  of  Mary  in  1553,  the  revenue  of 
the  kingdom  had  increased  to  300,000  pounds,  but 
so  considerably  also  had  the  expences  of  govern- 
ment been  augmented,  that  this  sum  was  found  in- 
adequate even  to  the  support  of  a peace  establish- 
ment ; and,  to  meet  her  exigencies,  the  queen 
found  it  necessary  to  levy  large  sums  upon,  her  sub- 
jects, as  well  as  to  anticipate  the  supplies  from  par- 
liament.2 The  ordinary  disbursements  of  James  I. 
exceeded  his  revenue  to  the  amountof  £36,000.3  — 
But  the  civil  war  which  ended  in  the  protectorship 
of  Oliver  Cromwell  had  increased  the  expenditures 
of  government  to  such  an  enormous  amount,  that 
though  his  son  Richard  had  a revenue  of  nearly  two 
millions,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  demanding 
an  additional  supply  from  Parliament  of  more  than 
£300,000.*  The  revenue  of  Charles  II.  at  the  re- 
storation, did  not  amount  to  so  much  by  upwards 
of  £500,000 ; and  having  a great  portion  of  the 
debt,  contracted  during  the  existence  of  the  com- 
monwealth, thrown  upon  him,  and  having  also  to 
sustain  several  expensive  wars  ; it  is  not  wonderful 
that  he  exceeded  his  income.  Upon  the  shutting  up 
of  the  exchequer  in  1672  he  forcibly  detained  from 
the  bankers  the  sum  of  £1,200.000,  for  which  he 
paid  them  an  interest  of  6 per  centum  ; but  notwith- 
standing this  outrage. upon  faith  and  common  ho- 
nesty, his  credit  was  so  good  as  to  enable  him  to 
borrow  money  a few  years  afterwards  at  the  former 
rate  of  8 per  cent  interest. 5 

In  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 

‘Hume’s  England,  Vol.  III. 

2 Hume’s  England.  Vol.  IV. 

* sib.  Voi.  vr. 

4lb.  Voi  VII. 

Sib.  Vol.  VIII. 


T55E  WEEKLY  REGISTER BRITISH  STATISTICS, 


61 


taxes  tipon  the  people,  to  keep  pace  with  the  nn 
precedenled  increase  of  the  national  expenditures, 
which  at  the  revolution  in  1688  exceeded  the  amount 
of  revenue  by  the  enormous  sum  of  <£1,054,925.; 
the  government  resorted  to  the  policy  which  had 
been  adopted  hv  Florence  in  the  year  1314.  This 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  throwing- the  bur- 
then of  thedebtupon  posterity  ; and  thus  by  boi  row- 
ing every  year  the  sums  necessary  for  the  current 
services  of  the  state,  and  creating  thereof  a trans- 
ferable fund , they  imposed  no  more  taxes  than  suf 
ficed  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  sums  borrowed.5 

Thus  originated  the  national  debt  of  Great  Bri 
tain.  Upon  each  sum  borrowed,  a specific  tax  was 
imposed  to  pay  its  interest ; and  the  produce  of  each 
tax  was  in  the  first  instance  made  to  constitute  a dis- 
tinct fund  : But  the  sums  to  be  borrowed  becoming 
more  numerous  every  year,  it  soon  became  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  avoid  the  confusion  of  creating  so 
many  separate  fund$,to  unite  them  all  into  three  under 
the  denomination  of  the  Aggregate,  the  South  Sea, 
and  the  General  Fund.  The  first  of  these  consisted  of, 
various  taxes,  surplusses,  and  duties  consolidated  in 
1715,  and  given  as  a security  to  the  bank  of  Eng 
land.  The  South  Sea  fund  consisted  of  a duty  on 
candles,  and  imposts  on  wines,  vinegar,  tobacco, 
and  East  India  goods,  and  was  appropriated  to  pa^ 
the  interest  of  the  South  Sea  Company’s  capital. 
The  General  Fund  consisted  of  a subsidy  on  goods 
exported,  a tax  on  hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  du 
ties  on  soap,  hides,  stamps,  policies  of  insurance, 
&c.  This  was  appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  the 
interest  of  the  South  Sea  annuities. 7 Besides  the 
debt  under  these  three  heads,  which  is  called  the 
funded  debt , there  is  likewise  a considerable  sum  due 
by  government  under  the  appellation  of  th tt  unfunded 
debt.  This  accruesfromtho.se  subjects  of  expcnce 
for  which  the  provision  made  has  been  inadequate, 
and  consists  principally  of  exchequer  bills  and  navtj 
bills.  The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the; 
board  of  admiralty  are  empowered,  during  the  re.j 
cess  of  parliament,  to  issue  notes  to  the  amount  of 
their  several  exigencies,  bearing  interest,  which 
notes,  the  parliament  standing  pledged  to  pay  them, 
have  the  same  currency  with  hank  notes. 

Various  rates  of  interest  have  been  paid  upon  the 
debt,  aceording  to  different  acts  of  parliament  or 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  contracts  which 
could  be  made  with  the  lenders  ; and  this  variety 
of  interest,  creates  an  additional  variety  of  stock 

in  the  national  debt. The  following  brief  state 

ment  will  shew  the  great  facility  with  wfiich 
the  government  were  qnahled  to  borrow  mo 
nev,  and  the  consequent  rapid  accumulation  of  the 
debt.  In  the  year  1688,  as  has  been  heforeobserved, 
the  public  debt  amounted  onlv  to  little  more  than 
one  million.®  On  the  31st  December  1697  it  was 
21,515,472  pounds.  Of  this  sum  £ 5,121,071  were 
paid,  so  as  to  leave  at  the  commencement  of  1700  a 
balance  of  £ 16,301,401.  The  next  fourteen  years 
increased  it  to  £ 55,681, 07G.  An  uninterrupted 
peace  of  seventeen  years,  namely  from  1722  to  1739 
again  reduced  it  to  £ 46,954,623.  In  the  next  nine 
years  it  increased  to  £ 78,293,303.  About  four  mil 
lions  were  paid  off  in  the  succeeding  seven  years  of 
peace,  and  the  war.  which  followed  to  1763  again 
increased  it  to  £ 139,561,806.  In  the  interval  he 
tween  this  period  and  the  commencement  of  the 


cBlackst.  comment. 

7Vid.  Resources  of  the  British  empire,  hv  Jahn 
Br-sted. 

•Hume’s  England  yoh  VI J I p,  319 


war  against  the  American  colonies,  about  ten  mil- 
lions were  paid  off,  which  left  at  the  beginning  of 
1775  a debt  of  £ 129,146,322.  The  American  war, 
which  in  every  instance  proved  so  disastrous  to  the 
mother  country , increased  it  to  the  enormous  sum  -of 
£ 2G2,318,198,  an  average  of  more  than  sixteen  mil- 
tons  per  annum .3  The  same  war  cost  the  United 
States  only  135,103,703  dollars,10  and  gained  them 
independence  with  an  empire  of  incalculable  value 
From  the  year  1786  to  1793  the  debt  was  reduced 
about  nineteen  millions  and  an  half,  and  in  the  next 
seven  years,  again  nearly  doubled  amounting  i.v 
.January  1800  to  £ 463,878, 03 4. « In  1804  it  amoun 
ted  to  £ 531 ,463, 363. IZ  The  amount  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  year  (1812)  is  variously 
stated  by  different  calculators,  none  of  whom  how- 
ever, have  made  it  less  that  tight  hundred  mil- 
lions ; for  the  payment  of  the  various  interests  of 
which  prodigious  sum,  the  people  of  the  kingdom 
are  now  burthened  to  the  utmost  stretch  of  their 
capacities. 

However  light  it  might  have  been  deemed -in  the 
firstinstance  to  discharge  the  interest  of  the  public 
debt ; the  necessary  increase  of  taxes  towards  the 
commencement  of  the  18th  century  became  a sub- 
ject of  serious  apprehension  and  alarm,  not  only  to 
the  people  but  to  the  minister;  and  early  in  the 
year  1 717,  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  then  first  lord 
commissioner  of  the  treasury,  introduced  a bill  into 
parliament  by  which  it  was  enacted  that  all  the  pub- 
lic funds  redeemable  by  law,  and  bearing  higher 
interest  than  5 per  cent  be  redeemed  according  to 
their  respective  provisoes,  or,  with  the  -consent  of 
the  proprietors,  be  converted  into  an  annuity  not 
exceeding  5 per  cent.  And  the  surplusses  arising, 
as  well  from  the  proposed  reduction  of  interest  from 
6 to  5 per  cent  as  from  the  excesses  of  the  several 
taxes  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
were  declared  to  be  solely  and  unalienably  applica- 
ble to  the  discharge  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt;  under  the denominat  on  of  a sinking  fund.1* * 
But  the  undisguised  corruption  and  bribery  practi- 
sed by  the  government  in  those  days,  and  of  which 
sir  Robert  Walpole  is  justly  accused  of  being  the  fa  - 
ther, did  not  long  suffer  this  fund,  though  legally 
unalienable,  to  remain  devoted  to  its  original  pur 
pose.  In  1727  a further  reduction  of  interest  took 
place  from  five  to  four  per  cent,  hv  which  the  sur 
plusses  annually  saved  and  applied  to  accumulation, 
were  increased  to  the  very  considerable  sum  of 
£ 1,200, 000. Whether  the  acute  eve  of  the  mi- 
nister foresaw  the  embarrassment  which  would  arise 
from  this  curtailment  of  the  general  circulation, or 
whether  he  found  this  sum  necessary  to  his  system, 
of  corruption  as  Dr.  Price1*  more  than  insinuates, 
certain  it  is  that  in  1733  he  carried  a motion  in  par- 
liament for  the  appropriation  of  half  a million  out 
of  the  sinking  fund  for  current  services  xC  Sir  F<t> 
bert  endeavoured  to  defend  this  direct  attack  upon. 


® Vid.  Financial  and  political  facts,  by  Mr  M‘Ar 
thur,  p,  325. 

10  Blodgett’s  statistical  manuel. 

11  Financial  and  political  facts. 

14  Guthrie’s  Geo.  gram. "article  England. 

*3  Vid.  Memoirs  of  George  L bn  Belgium,  vol  i 
p.  169. 

*+  Vid.  Estimates  of  the  comparative,  *'rength  of 
Great  Britain , by  George  Chalmers,  F,  R.  S.  S.  A . 

p.  110. 

lS  Vid.  Appeal  to  the  public  on  the  subject  of  ’'be  n<z 
tion  d debt,  by  Dr.  Price. 

16  Bclsham,  memoirs  vol.  1 p.:27 
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bis  own  favorite  measure  by  asserting  that  the  great,  riod  of  twenty  years,  will  prove  that  personal  inter- 
maturity to  which  the  sinking  fund  had  grown,  had  test  did  not  influence  his  ministry.  The  favorite 
become  a terror  to  all  the  individual  proprietors  of  object  of  his  administration  was  to  preserve  his 
the  public  debt.  The  high  state  of  credit,  the  low! country  in  a state  of  peace,  and  thus  encourage 
rate  of  interest,  and  the  advanced  price  of  all  public  manufactures,  commerce  and  agriculture.  It  was 

to  maintain  an  uninterrupted  state  of  tranquility, 
that  his  plan  of  bribery  was  put  in  practice  ; and 
that  he  found  it  necessary,  or  that  he  found  it  suc- 
cessful, is  surely  at  least  as  great  a reproach  to  the 
integrity  of  his  countrymen  as  it  is  a blot  in  his 
own  escutcheon.  Walpole  himself  made  no  scru- 
ple of  acknowledging  the  means  he  employed  to 
allay  the  refractory  spirits  of  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment. Madame  pompadour  the  favorite  of  Louis 
XV.  among  many  other  curious  state  secrets  which 
she  has  given  to  the  world  in  her  very  interesting 
memoirs,  has  the  following  extract  from  the^cor- 
respondence  of  the  British  minister  with  the  cele- 
brated Cardinal  de  Fleury,  which  was  put  into  her 
hands  by  the  king.  “ I pay  a subsidy  to  one  half  of 
the  parliament  to  keep  it  within  pacific  bounds  ; 
but  as  the  king  (George  II.)  has  not  money  enough, 
and  as  those  to  whom  I have  given  none  declare 
themselves  openly  for  war,  it  would  be  proper  for 
your  eminence  to  seud  me  three  millions  tournois, 
for  lowering  the  voice  of  those  who  cry  out  loudest. 
Gold  is  here  a metal  that  has  a prodigious  effect  in 
cooling  hot  blood  and  martial  spirits.  There  is  no 
impetuous  warrior  in  the  parliament , but  a pension 
of  two  thousand  pounds  would  make  exceeding  gen- 
tle.”2*  Pope,  who  in  various  parts  of  his  works 
has  done  justice  to  the  private  virtues  of  sir  Robert, 
confirms  this  universal  prevalence  of  corruption  in 
the  following  nervous  lines': 


stocks  and  funds  above  par,  made  the  great  monied 
.companies,  and  all  their  proprietors,  apprehend  be- 
ing obliged  to  receive  their  principal  too  fast;  and 
it  became  almost  the  universal  consent  of  mankind, 
that  a million  a year  was  as  much  as  the  creditors  of 
the  public  could  bear  to  receive  in  discharge  of  part 
of  their  principal.1?  The  great  contest  among  the 
public  creditors  at  that  fortunate  epoch,  was  not  so 
much  who  should  be  paid  his  capital  as  who  should 
be  suffered  to  remain  the  creditors  of  the  state.18— 
And  the  south  sea  company,  who  were  by  far  the 
largest  creditors,  were  so  far  from  looking  upon 
their  being  first  paid  off,  as  a privilege  or  beneficial 
preference  that  they  expressly  provided  against  it.19 
Nor  will  this  seem  at  all  extraordinary  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  capital  thus  forced  upon  the 
stockholders  must  have  remained  in  their  hands  un- 
employed ; or  they  must  have  been  forced  to  employ 
it  at  a diminished  profit ; and  this  must  have  con- 
tinued progressively  till  capital  became  so  abundant, 
and  its  profits  so  diminished,  that  the  proprietors 
would  have  been  induced  to  remove  it  to  other 
countries  where  it  might  to  be  more  wanted  and 
where  it  would  be  employed  to  greater  advantage. 2° 
Bnt  Dr.  Price,  who  as  a political  economist  ranks 
des.erve.dly  high,  was  of  a different  opinion;  ancf 
instead  of  allowing  credit  to  sir  Robert,  which  if 
hi-  apprehensions  were  real  he  certainly  deserved, 
for  ab  unioning  a system  pregnan  t with  so  many  se- 
rious evils,  asserts  that  it  would  have  rendered  Great 
Britain  the  envy  and  terror  of  the  world,  had  it  not 
been  prematurely  destroyed  by  the  unnatural  hand 
of  its  own  parent.41  And  Chalmers  affirms  it  to  be 
of  greater  importance  to  the  country  than  the  ac- 
quisition of  the.  American  mines.?* 

It  would  be  difficult  at  this  remote  period,  amidst 
the  various  contradictory  suggestions  of  the  parti 
igans  and  opponents  of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  to  find 
out  the  real  motives  which  actuated  his  conduct  in 
regard  to  the  sinking  fund.  He  was  undeniably  the 
father  of  a system  of  corruption , which,  under  a 
little  (disguise,  has  been  closely  followed  by  minis 
ters  to  the  present  flay  ; but  might  he  not  have  easi- 
ly supplied  himself  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  his 
plans,  without  resorting  to  the  fund  which  his  own 
ingenuity  had  devised  for  other  purposes  ? If  an 


“ See  thronging  millions  to  the  Pagod  run, 

And  otfbr  country,  parent,  wife  or  son ! 

Heartier  black  trumpet  thro’  the  land  proclaim 
That  not  to  be  corrupted  is  the  shanTe.'” 

* * # * * * • * * * 

“ From  tail  to  mouth  they  feed  and  they  carouse : 

The  last  full  fairly  gives  it  to  the  fiouse.,,25 

The  Baron  of  Mel  combe  Regis,  better  known  as 
Mr.  Doddington, expresses  himself  in  equally  strong 
language  upon  this  subject;  he  says  that  baseness, 
degeneracy  and  corruption  were  carried  to  such  a 
height  as  to  destroy  all  pretensions  of  the  people  to 
Divine  favor  or  interposition.  Such  were  the 
patriots  of  England,  somewhat  less  than  a century 
ago.  Whether  any  succeeding  minister  has  found 
them  equally  flexible  must  remain  to  be  discovered 
by  some  future  madame  Pompadour. 

After  this'  period  (1733)  though  the  name  of 


experience  of  sixteen  years  had  convinced'!,™  0f| sinking  fund  existed,  and  sums  were  occasionally 
the  beneficial  operation  of  the  sinking  fund,  is  it  WOpnated  to  the  purchase  of  the  pnbhc  debt  ; 


operation  of  the  sinking  fund,  is  it 
not  fair  to  conclude,  without  derogating  from  the 
respectability  of  Dr.  Price,  that  he  would  not  have 
suffered  so  solid  a foundation  to  fall,  upon  which  to 
raise  the  superstructure  of  an  immortal  fame  ? The 
private  character  of  sir  Robert  Walpole  was  unim- 
peached. His  most  violent  political  opponents 
have  not  denied  him  to  possess  the  domestic  virtues 
in  a preeminent  degree  ; and  his  having  died  in  cir- 
cumstances by  no  means  affluent *?  although  he  had 
had  the  revenues  of  Britain  at  his  disposal  for  a pe 


17  Considerations  concerning  the  public  funds,  gc. 
by  sir  R.  Walpole. 

rs  Estimates  of  the  comp,  strength  of  G.  B.  p 114. 
19  Appeal  to  the  public  Spc.  Sfc. 

29  V id.  La  iderdale  on  the  nature  and  origin 
of  public  wealth. 

21  Appeal  to  the,  public , Spc.  8pc. 

22  Via.  Chalmers*  Estimate,  &.c.  p.  183. 

*3  B dsham’s  Memoirs,  vql.  II.  page  158. 


many  vears  elapsed  before  any  thing  like  regularity 
was  restored  to  the  system  of  accumulation.4* 
From  its  establishment  to  the  year  1776  a pei  iod  of 
sixty  years,  tb if  boasted  fund  had  redeemed  no  more 
than  eight  millions  avid  an  half  of  the  public  debt.4? 
But  as  this  was  attributed  rather  to  the  outrages 
committed  upon  it,  than  to  any  inadequacy  of  the 
scheme  itself,  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  year  1786,  then 
prime  minister  of  England  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  brought  forward  a bill  in  parliament 
for  the  appropriation  of  one  million  annually  to  the 
purposes  of  the  sinking  fund  ; to  be  vested  in  the 
hands  of  commissioners  : And  as  the  surplus  of 
the  revenue  amounted  only  to  <£900, 000,  Mr.  Pitt 
proposed  an  additional  duty  on  spirits,  on  certain 


.?.*  Vid.  Memoires  de  Mad.  la  Marquise  de  Pom- 
padour. 

Pope’s  Epilogue  to  the.  Satires. 

24  Nature  and  origin  of  public  wealth  p.  232.  * 
??  Resources  of  the  British  empire 
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"kinds  of  timber  imported,  and  on  perfumery,  which 
he  calculated  would  yield  more  than  enough  to  make 
up  the  deficiency.2*  The  commissioners,  named 
by  Lde  minister -in  the  bill,  were  the  speaker  of 
the  house  of  commons,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, the  master  of  the  rolls,  the  governor  and 
deputy  governor  of  the  bank  of  England,-  and  the 
accomptant  general  of  the  high  court  of  chancery  ; 
such  were  the  distinguished  persons  which  Mr. 
Pitt  proposed  to  appoint  to  this  important  trust ; 
and  still  further  to  secure  it  from  violation  he  re- 
commended that  no  sum  might  be  left  in  their  hands, 
at  any  time  sufficiently  large  to  tempt  a minister  to 
infringe  upon  this  national  fund  ; and  to  this  end 
proposed  that  £ 250,000  should  be  applied  quarterly 
to  the  purchase  of  stock,  for  the  period  of  twenty 
eight  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  was  ealeu 
lated  that  this  annual  million  would  produce  an  in 
come  of  four  millions  per  annum.1**  Mr.  Fox  the 
great  leader  of  the  opposition,  offered  an  amendment 
empowering  the  commissioners,  whenever  a new 
loan  should  thereafter  be  made,  to  accept  so  much 
of  it  as  should  be  equal ^to  the  cash  then  in  their 
hands — for  example,  if,  when  a new  loan  of  six 
millions  was  proposed,  there  should  be  one  million 
in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners,  they  should  in 
such  case  take  a million  of  the  loan  ; and  th c bonus 
or  douceur  .of  that  million  should  be  received  by 
them  for  the  public  ; so  that  in  fact  the  public  would 
only  have  five  millions  to  borrow.  This  amend- 
ment was  readily  agreed  to  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  after 
gome  frivolous  objections  from  other  members  the 
bill  finally  passed  with  very  general  approbation. 3° 
In  1792  the  Parliament  voted  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  £ 200,000,  thus  making  the  sum  of 
£ 1,200,000  the  basis  of  the  annual  income  of  what 
is  now  called  the  old  sinking  fund  ; and  by  another 
act  of  parliament  passed  in  the  same  year,  it  was 
provided  that  on  all  future  loans,  in  addition  to  the 
taxes  necessary  for  the  payment  of  their  interest , a 
surplus  of  one  per  cent,  should  be  imposed,  to  be 
applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  capital.  This  con 
stjtuted  what  was  termed  the  new  sinking  fund.*1 
These  two  funds  were  combined  or  consolidated  in 
1802,  the  limitation  of  the  yearly  incomeof  the  old 
sinking  fund  to  a maximum  of  four  millions  was  done 
away,  and  the  income  of  their  joint  operation  per 
mitted  to  go  on,  progressively  increasing  to  any 
amount  which  parliament,  in  its  discretion,  may 
think  proper  to  allow.  The  annual  appropriation 
of  <£200,000  (made  in  1792)  was  render  ed  a perma- 
nent grant  ; and  thereby  the  necessity  for  the  addi- 
tional one  per  cent,  on  new  loans  was  abolished. 3* 

Various  minor  provisions  have  been  made, from  time 
to  time,  towards  afurther  augmentation  of  this  fund, 
which  are  not,  however,  of  material  importance  to 
the  general  plan — we  have  given  its  principal  out- 
lines. A few  words  will  suffice  to  erqilain  the  na- 
ture of  its  accumulating  operation.  For  the  sake  of 
perspicuity,  we  will  suppose  the  annual  appropria- 
tion to  be  (what  it  originally  was)  the  round  sum  of 
one  million,  and  that  with  this  sum,  the  commissi 
oners  of  the  sinking  fund  purchase  stock,  bearing 
an  interest  of  5 per  centum.  The  purchase  of  this 
stock,  is  the  purchase  of  so  much  of  the  national 
debt,  though  no  actual  diminution  of  the  debt  takes 


48  Belsham’s  Memoirs  of  Geo.  Ill,  vol.  IV,  p.93. 

49  Annual  Register  for  1786  p.  99. 

3°  Belsham  as  before  cited. 

31  Resources  of  the  British  empire.  P.  241. 
32Inquiry  into  the  nature  and  origin  of  public 
wealth,  p.  2&Z 


place  ; lor  the  interest  which  was  before  paid  to  the 
individuals  who  held  the  stock,  is  still  paid,  to  the 
government ; and  the  commissioners,  for  the  second 
■ year,  in  addition  to  the  annual  million,  will  receive 
an  interest  on  the  first  of  £50,000  ; makitvg  their  ca- 
pital for  that  year  2,050,000  ; live  interest  on  which 
being  £1 02,500,  will  give  them  a capital  for  the 
third  year  of  £3,152,500  and  so  on  progressively. — 
Thus  from  the  year  1786,  the  time  of  the  establish- 
ment of  Mr.  Pitt’s  sinking  fund,  to  the  year  1792, 
a period  of  six  years,  £8,200,000  of  the  capitaloi  the 
public  debt  had  been  redeemed , as  it  is  somewhat, 
fancifully  termed.  But  the  portion  thus  said  to  be 
redeemed,  is  not  extinguished,  and  of  course  the 
burthen  of  the  people  is  not  rendered  lighter  by  any 
diminution  of  the  taxes. 

The  object  of  the  minister,  as  avowed  in  his  ori- 
ginal scheme,  was  to  limit  the  annual  income  of  the 
sinking  fund  to  a maximum  of  fon  r millions,  and  by 
extinguishing  so  much  of  the  public  stock,  reduce 
the  yearly  taxes  to  the  same  amount.  But  seduced 
by  the  dazzling  glare  of  wealth  which  he  saw  flow 
ing  in  upon  the  nation,  by  his  fallacious  computa- 
tions, he  suffered  this  restriction  to  be  removed,  as 
has  been  seen,  in  1802,  when  the  old  and  new  sink- 
ing  funds  were  consolidat  ed. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  praise  which  has  been  so 
lavishly  bestowed  upon  'Mr.  Pitt  for  the  wisdom, 
and  ingenuity  of  this  financial  arrangement  ; which, 
has  been  considered  as  the  only  practicable  con- 
trivance that  could  he  devised,  to  save  the  nation 
from  impending  bankruptcy  ; it  seems  evidently 
rather  calculated  to  increase  the  number  of  specu- 
lating stockjobbers,  than  to  produce  any  import- 
ant benefit  to  the  community  at  large.  It  certainly 
does  not,  in  any  degree,  diminish  the  debt.  By 
always  furnishing  a market  for  the  stock,  it  affords 
to  the  government  a facility  of  borrowing  moneys 
which,  indeed,  seems  to  be  the  only  advantage  ex- 
pected from  it,  by  its  most  strenuous  supporter 
Unless  the  purchases  made  bv  the  commissioners 
were  nearly  equivalent  to  the  daily  redundance  of 
stock,  it  is  contended  that  the  large  stockholders 
would  find  no  £eady  money  purchasers  ; the  funds 
would  depreciate  whenever  a tendency  to  sell  had 
once  begun;  government  would  of  course  be  com- 
pelled to  borrow  at  a double  rate  of  interest ; and, 
it  would  soon  become  impossible  to  keep  afloat  so 
vast  a national  debt  33  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
argued,  that  the  fluctuating  value  of  the  funds  in- 
troduces a system  of  stockjobbing,  and  withdraws 
capitals  from  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  com- 
merce to  be  employed  in  the  more  idle  business  of 
speculation  ; that  money  brokers  and  gamblers  ac- 
cumulate large  fortunes,  while  the  public  are  im- 
poverished; in  short,  that  it  is  just  so  many  mil- 
lions a year  raised  upon  the  people,  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  up  the  price  of  stock. 34  The  ear!  of 
Lauderdale  in  his  very  valuable  work,  already- 
quoted,  has  in  the  most  ample  manner  exposed  the 
fallacy  of  those  golden  dreams  with  which  Mr.  Pitt 
so  long  continued  to  amuse  the  parliament  and  the 
people,  through  the  medium  of  his  calculations. 
His  arguments  are  founded  on  the  truth  of  a propo- 
sition, accorded  by  almost  all  writers  on  political 
economy,  that  the  whole  quantity  of  industry  em- 
ployed to  bring  any  commodity  to  market,  natural* 


53  Aikin’s  Annual  Review,  Vol.  III.  p.  252. 

34  Cobbett’s  Political  Register,  passim. 

35  Resources  of  the  British  empire  p.  210,  where 
a table -of  the  result  of  his  calculation:,  may  ;>■- 
found. 


64j 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER BRITISH  STATISTICS. 


Iy  suits  itself  to  the  effectual  demand,  and  constant- 
ly aims  at  bringing  the  precise  quantitj'  thither 
that  is  sufficient  to  supply  the  demand.30  The 
money,  then,  annually  applied  by  the  commission 
ers  to  the  increase  of  their  capital,  by  the  purchase 
of  stock,  is  an  abstraction  of  demand,  in  the  same 
proportion,  far  commodities  of  British  growth  or 
manufacture  ; and  it  necessarily  follows,  that  this 
diminution  of  demand  must  occasion  a similar  di- 
minution of  the  productions  of  the  country.  The 
revenue  is  the  groundwork  of  a government’s  ex 
pence.  It  is  necessary  that  the  whole  of  it  should 
be  expended,  that  it  may  return  into  the  general 
circulation  ; for  every  saving  in  the  revenue  will, 
occasion  adiminut’on  of  expenditure,  and  by  direct 
consequence  a diminution  also  of  production,  the 
source  of  future  revenue  3? 

If  this  reasoning  be  grounded  on  correct  princi- 
ples, (andthe  most  eminent  writers  concur  in  main- 
taining them)  then  the  conclusion  is  obvious  that 
the  rapid  increase  of  the  nation’s  capital,  by  the 
progressive  augmentation  of  the  sinking  fund,  at 
the  expence  of  abstracting  annually  so  large  a sum 
from  expenditure  in  consumable  commodities , must 
inevitably  tend  to  produce  very  serious  injury,  if 
not  ultimate  ruin  to  the  country. 

tn  1807,  lord  Henry  Petty  (now  marquis  of  Lans- 
$owne)  proposed  a scheme  of  finance  to  the  parlia- 
ment, which  appeared  well  calculated  to  produce 
beneficial  results,  as  it  provided  for  the  prevention 
of  new  taxes  for  thirteen  years  of  the  twenty  during 
which  it  was  intended  to  operate.  But  his  plan, 
satisfactory  as  it  was  to  the  country  generally,  was' 
not  adopted,  in  consequence  of  a subsequent  change 
in  the  administration.  In  1808,  the  prime  minister, 
Mr.  Perceyaf,  offered  some  alterations  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  house,  which,  like  every  other 
suggestion  of  the  minister , were  ultimately  sanc- 
tioned bv  act  of  parliament.  The  principal  object 
of  this  act,  was  to  allow  to  the  stockholders  in  the 
3 per  cent,  consols,  the  liberty  of  exchanging  their 
stock  for  life  annuities  ; to  transfer  It  to  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  who  ^vere 
authorised  to  give  for  it  such  an  annuity  over  and 
above  the  dividend,  as  with  the  dividend  should  be 
equal  to  the  yalue  of  the  stock  so  transferred.  The 
stock  wag  to  be  valued  at  the  current  price  of  the 
,<lay,  and  the  annuity  calculated  according  to  the 
age  of  the  party  ; to  be  confined,  however,  to  per- 
sons above  the  age  itf  thjriiyjivc  .years,  and  not  to 
b>e  given  for  less  than  <£100  capital.38  This  plan 
appears  to  be  alike  beneficial  to  the  individual  annui- 
tant, and  to  the  nation  ; in  as  much  as  it  affords  to 
the  former  a more  abundant  income  than  the  com 
jnon  interest  of  his  stopk  would  yield,  and  to  the 
latter  a speedier  means  of  reducing  the  national 
debt,  by  the  increased  force  given  to  the  sinking 
fund.  For  example,  if  a man  forty  years  of  age 
transfers  stqck  to  the  amount  of  £1000  to  the  com- 
missioners, tyhpn  the  funds  are  at  par,  he  receives 

.s <3  Nature  and  origin'of  public  wealth,  passim. 

37  Maxi  roes  generates  du  gouvernement  econo 
Biiqueg  by  Qoegnay.  Also  Smith***  Wealth  of  Na- 
tions. passim. 

38  The  following  tahle,  copied  from  BHsterl,  will 
?hew  fhe  armual  amount  of  life  annuities,  granted 
on  the  continuance  of  single  lives,  according  to  the 
average  price  of  stocks,  and  the  age  of  the  holder 
at  the  tjrne  qf  tfie  transfer.  To  understand  it  pro 
perlv,  suppose  a person  75  years  old  washes  to 
transfer  his  stock  when  the  price  is  at  £80,  he  re 
eeWes  from  the  commissioners  £1-4  ]3a\  to  which 
is  added  the  yearly  dividend  upon  the  capital  £ 100, 


an  annuity  of  £80  15s.  8 d.  If  he  lives  28  years,  he 
w ill  have  received  at  the  end  of  that  time  a sum  total 
of  £2,203  Gs.  8 d ; and  the  stock  transferred  to  the 
■ commissioners  will  for  the  same  period  yield  an 
amount  of  £4000  by  the  compound  operation  of  the 
sinking  fund.  The  following  table  will  exhibit  at  a 
single  vi|ew  the  various  appropriations  which  have 
been  made  to  thesinking  fund  from  its  revival  by  Mr. 
Pitt  in  1786,  to  the  commencement  of  the  year  1 800. 
Annual  charge  by  act  26th  George  £.  s.  d. 

III.  (1786)  1,000,000  0 0 

Ditto  by  42d.  George  III.  (1802)  200,000  0 0 

Annuities  for  99  and  96  years  ex- 
pired in  1792  54,880  14  6 

Ditto' for  10  years  expired  in  1807  25,000  0 0 

Life  annuities  unclaimed  for  3 years  51,277  16  10 
Dividend  on  £135,636,033  at  3 per 
cent.  4,069.080  19  9 

Ditto  on  £4,295,700,  at  4 per  cent.  171,828  0 0 
Ditto  on  £142,000  navy,  at  5 per  ct.  7,100  0 0 
Annuity  of  1 per  cent.  on  capital 

debt  created  since  1st  Feb.  1793  3,626,726  4 3 
Annual  amount  payable  for  reduc- 
tion of  £12, 000, 000  for  1807  62fr,255  10  5 

Dividend  on  £1,734,383  at  1 per 
cent,  on  account  of  do.  52,031  9 9 

Do,  on  £465,951  transferred  for 
purchase  of  life  annuities  at  3 
. per  cent.  - 13,978  10  7 


Total  income  of  British  sinking 
fund  £9,898,159  6 I 

To  which  may  be  added  the  income 
of  the  Irish  sinking  fund  on  the 
following  items , viz. 

Annual  1 per  cent,  on  the  capital 
debt  228,847  11  I 

Annual  interest  on  stock  redeemed  128,652  2 1 


Forming  the  grand  total,  of  the  in- 
come of  the  sinking  fund  of  the 
British  empire,  of  £10,255,658  19  3 


The  operation  of  these  funds  had 
redeemed,  on  the  1st.  May  1810. 

Of  the  capital  debt  of  G.  Britain  £ 159,606  15  4 
Of  the  capital  debt  of  Ireland  6,863  1 9 


The  sum  of  #£  166,469  14  6 

The  yearly  taxes  of  Great  Britain  amount  to  about 
seventy  millions  and  her  war  expenditures  to  about 

which  is  £3,  making  the  ivhole  annuity  £17  13$ 
for  every  £100,  stock  transferred. 


Price  of  the  £3  per  ct.  consolidated  or  reduced. 
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* The  intere?t,&.c.  added  on  this  sum  from  1st  May, 
1810,  to  the  1st  August,  1811,  will  bring  it  nearly 
to  the  amount  as  stated  in  the  Jfeek/y  Register , yol. 
1.  p.  22.  We  have  found  so  much  difference  in  the 
statement  of  different  writers,  th^t  wewere  obliged 
to  bestow  considerable  labor  in  pur  endeavors  to 
come  at  the  truth.  In  the  present  calculation  no- 
thing is  added  but  what  belongs  legitimately  to  the 
sinking  fund  : and  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge  we 
bel|tw§  the  statement  correct 
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eighty  millions, f leaving  a deficiency  to  be  borrow- 
edequal  to  the  income  of  the  sinking  fund.  Several 
attempts  have  been  made  in  parliament  to  apply  (his 
income  to  the  current  services,  to  avoid  the  necessi 
tyof  recurring  to  new  loam  and  new  taxes ; buthither- 
to  every  effortofthe  sort  has  been  violently  opposed. 
IIovv  much  longer  the  government  will  continue  to 
borrow,  while  they  have  an  idle  capital  ofsuch  mag. 
nitude  inthehands  of  their  commissioners,  it  is  not 
very  difficult  to  foresee.  The  calculating  dreams  of 
Pitt  and  Rose  cannot  for  ever  deceive  the  'people  of 
the  kingdom.  When  their  eyes  are  on.ee  opened 
to  the  real  prospect  before  them,  the  ministers  will 
be  compelled  to  abandon  their  fanciful  reveries  of 
endless  accumulation  ; and  the  capital  thus  hoarded 
up  will  soon  find  it\  way  into  the  various  channels 
of  active  employment. 


Malthus  on  Population. 

[C0NTiNUEI>  FROM  VOL.  1,  PAGE  261.] 

An  analytical  review  of  the  **  Essay  on  the  principle 
of  population,  Inj  T.  II.  Malthvs,  A.  M”  icith  some 
remarks  more  particularly  applicable  to  the  present 
and  probable  future  state  of  the  United  States. 

The  onlv  circumstances  with  regafd  to  the  popu- 
lation of  France  that  deserves  to  be  noticed,  and 
which  has  excited  some  surprise  is,  that  notwith 
standing  the  immense  losses  of  men  by  the  revolu- 
tion, her  population  was  found  to  be  increased  at 
the  end  of  the  war.  Previous  to  its  commencement, 
the  population  was  estimated  by  the  constituent  as 
sembly  at  26,363.074,  which  agreed  very  nearly 
with  the  calculation  of  the  minister  Mr.  Neckar 
who  estimated  the  yearly  births  at  one  million,  and 
the  proportion  to  the  whole  as  1 to  25  3 4.  At  that 
time  the  number  of  persons  to  a square  league  was 
reckoned  996.  In  the  rear  VII  of  the  republic, the  po- 
pulation was  33,50,094,  and  the  number  to  a square 
league  1101,  an  increase  of  more  than  seven  mil- 
lions. During  the  first  six  or  seven  years  of  the 
republic,  married  men  were  exempt  from  the  milita 
rv  conscriptions  ; the  consequence  of  which  was 
that  a far  greater  number  of  marriages  were  con 
tracted  during  that  period  than  at  anv  former  time 
a circumstance  which  would  certainly  increase  the 
number  of  annual  births.  Before  the  revolution 
the  number  o illegitimate  children  made  up  1 47  of 
all  the  births,  and  during  the  period  spoken  of  this 
number  was  raised  to  the  astonishing  degree  of 
1-1 1th  owing  to  the  general  depravation  of  morals 
occasioned  bv  the  excesses  of  the  revolution.  Ano- 
ther cause  which  contributed  to  supplv  the  waste  of 
population  created  by  the  war,  was  the  division  of 
the  large  domains  into  small  farms,  and  the  taking 
into  cultivation  the  parks  and  pleasure  grounds  of 
the  nobility,  which  gave  to  the  peasantry  and  la- 
bourers opportunities  of  supporting  families,  which 
did  not  exist  before.  The  high  price  of  labour  also 


isting  inhabitants,  can  by  no  means  be  counterba- 
lanced by  the  consideration  that  the  numerical 
breach  in  the  population  will  be  rapidly  repaired. — 
We  can  have  no  other  right  moral  or  political,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  most  urgent  necessity,  to  exchange 
the  lives  of  beings  in  the  full  vigour  of  their  en  joy- 
ments, for  an  equal  or  greater  number  of  helpless 
infants. 

In  England  our  author  seems  inclined  to  think, 
the  preventive  checks  to  population  operate  more 
forcibly  than  in  any  other  country,  and  among  all 
elasses  of  the  people.  In  the  large  towns,  of  which 
there  are  many  in  this  country,  the  higher  classes 
are  deterred  from  marriage  by  the  facility  afforded 
to  them  of  indulging  in  illicit  intercourse,  and  those 
who  have  barely  the  means  of  supporting  the  rank 
of  gentlemen,  with  too  much  pride  or  too  little  in- 
dustry to  turn  their  attention  to  business,  will  not 
readily  consent  to  abridge  their  enjoyments,  by  in. 
curring  the  additional  expcnce  of  a wife.  Those 
who  are  in  the  class  of  servants  may  be  said  to  be 
governed  by  the  same  motives  ; they,  in  general 
live  well,  receive  high  wages  or  perquisites  and  are 
too  fond  of  imitating  the  conduct  of  their  masters, 
not  to  contract  habits  of  idleness  and  extravagance 
whiefi  must  exclude  every  idea  of  burthening  them- 
selves with  other  expenccs  than  such  as  tend  to 
their  own  immediate  gratification.  By  the  registers 
returned  in  obedience  to  the  “ population  act,”  ir 
appeared  that  the  proportion  of  marriages  to  the 
whole  population  of  England  and  Wales  was  as  1 
to  123  1-5,  a smaller  proportion  than  is  found  to  ob- 
tain in  any  other  country,  Norway  and  Switzerland 
excepted,  and  which  is  also  smaller  than  it  was  in 
England  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  ac- 
cording to  the  estimate  furnished  by  Dr.  Short  in 
his  New  observations  on  town  and  count ry  bills  of 
mortality .”  This  diminution  in  the  proportion  of 
marriages,  notwithstanding  the  more  rapid  increase 
of  population  now  than  formerly,  our  author  sup- 
poses to  be  partlv  a cause  and  partly  a consequence 
of  the  diminished  mortality  of  late  years.  In  those 
countries  whe'e  the  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  is 
greater  than  1 to  3 ; the  mortality,  according  to  the 
best  statistical  writers,  should  be  about  1 in  32,  but 
in  the  whole  population  of  England,  in  some  parts 
of  which  this  proportion  is  supposed  to  be  even 
greater  than  1 to  2,  the  mortality  appears  to  be  onlv 
1 in  49  ; this  astonishing  smallness  of  mortality 
when  compared  with  that  of  the  generality  of  other 
states  under  similar  circumstances,  js  attributed 
both  to  the  habits  of  the  people  with  respect  to 
prudence  and  cleanliness,  and  to  natural  healthiness 
of  situation  : both  these  causes,  no  doubt,  prevail 
to  a considerable  extent,  but  we  are  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  the  whole  calculation  is  incorrect.  Ii* 
estimating  the  mortality  of  large  towns,  each  ob- 


server appears  to  have  been  governed  too  much  by 
^reated  by  the  continual  drain  of  effective  men  to  the  particular  end  he  had  in  view,  to  attend  suffi- 
prosecute  the  war,  offered  to  the  lowest  classes  of  cicntly  to  the  simple  facts  which  presented  them 
people  strong  inducements  to  marrv.  From  allthese  selves.  In  London,  Dr.  Price  calculated  the  mor 
considerations  it  is 'not  wonderful  that,  though  the  talitv  to  be  1 in  20  3 4,  and  Dr.  ShorQ  I in  31. — 
active  population  was  so  greatly  diminished  by  the  Taking  the  average  of  all  the  calculations  that  have 
war,  the  numerical  population  should  be  increased,  been  made,  it  appears  very  clearly  that  large  towns 


That  the  births,  however,  in  every  country,  con- 
stantly tend  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  made  by  death, 
cannot,  as  our  author  very  justly  remarks,  afford 
the  slightestshadow  of  excess  for  the  wanton  sacri 
nee  of  men.  The  positive  evil  that  is  committed  in 
this  case,  the  pain,  misery,  and  wide  spreading  de- 
solation and  sorrow,  that  are  occasioned  to  the  ex 

-atess* — Ljl 
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are  much  more  unfavorable  to  life  than  the  country, 
In  small  villages  and  country  places  half  of  the  horn 
live  to  30, 35,  40  and  sometimes  to  50  years,  whereas 
in  most  large  towns  half  of  the  born  die  under  2,  U 
and  5 years.  If  therefore  in  England  the  proportion 
of  the  inhabitants  of  towns  to  those  of  the  country 
he,  as  our  author  supposes  it,  greater  than  1 to  3 ; 
the  mortality  must  necessarily  he  greater  than  the 
popsters  make  it  appear  'X’a.e-  proportion  of  fi  fths 
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to  the  wholp  population  of  England  and  Wales  has 
been  estimated  as  1 to  30 ; a proportion  so  much 
smaller  than  what  has  been  observed  in  every  other 
country  except  Switzerland  and  Norway,  that  our 
author  has  thought  proper  to  account  for  it  by  an 
assumption  directly  in  contradiction  to  every  other 
political  calculator,  and  certainly  not  founded  upon 
the  data  furnished  by  himself  in  this  review,  namely 
the  superior  excellence  of  the  government  and  the 
consequent  greater  happiness  of  the  people.  He 
would  be  hardly  willing,  vve  presume,  to  allow  more 
merit  to  the  government  of  Norway  than  to  his 
Own,  and  yet  the  proportion  of  births  to  the  popu 
lation  in  that  country  is  1 to  48  only.  In  most  of 
the  savage  tribes  of  Africa,  of  which  we  have  any 
account,  the  number  of  children  to  a marriage  is 
represented  to  be  very  smalt  and  the  proportion  of 
births  to  the  population  must  of  coursebe  still  small- 
er ; but  the  people  notwithstanding  are  miserable 
in  the  extreme,  and  no  one  will  contend  for  the 
merits  of  their  different  governments.  In  some  of 
the  parishes  of  Scotland  where  the  mortality  is  not 
, greater  than  1 in 55,  which  evidences  a most  extra- 
ordinary salubrity  of  situation,  the  proportion  or 
births  is  found  to  be  at  the  astonishing  height  of 
I to  12.  Six  children  to  a marriage  is  a frequent 
average  in  Scotland  and  in  the  parish  of  Nigg,  in 
the  county  of  Kincardine,  as  instanced  by  our 
author,  the  average  is  nearly  7 1-2.  In  these  parti- 
cular parishes,  ft  appears  than  an  emigration  annu- 
ally takes  place  of  nearly  one  half  of  the  population, 
which  is  sufficient  to  account  for  the  enormous 
average  of  births.  Upon  the  whole  we  conceive 
our  author  would  have  been  more  consistent  to 
have  attributed  the  small  proportion  of  births  in 
England  immediately  to  the  infrequency  of  marri- 
age, and  remotely  to  the  very  great  licentiousness 
of  manners  which  prevails  to  so  great  a degree  in 
all  the  large  towns*  owing  to  the  facility  of  sexual 
intercourse. 

Of  the  poor  degraded  country  of  Ireland,  but 
little  is  said.  In  that  little,  however,  we  are  sorry 
t.o  perceive  the  influence  of  prejudice  on  the  reason- 
ing of  our  author.  The  depressed  and  miserable 
state  of  the  people  is  attributed  to  the  cheapness  of 
potatoes , joined  to  their  ignorance  and  barbarism  ; 
the  latter  prompting  them  to  depend  upon  the  for- 
mer for  support,  haveencouraged  marriages  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  population  is  pushed  beyond  the 
resources  of  the  country.  But  whence  arrive  this 
ignorance  and  barbarism  of  the  people?  May  they 
not  be  fairly  charged  to  the  conduct  of  their  English 
masters  ' to  the  ignominious  bondage  by  which 
they  are  chained  to  silent  and  passive  obedience? 
It  is  not  our  province,  and  less  our  desire  to  become 
the  champions  of  one  country  or  the  accusers  of 
another  ; hut  as  we  conceive  the  state  of  the  popu- 
lation in  every  country  to  be  materially  influenced 
bv  political  causes,  it  would  be  impossible  to  com- 
bat the  erroneous  inferences  deduced  from  the 
actual  State  of  Ireland,  without  some  reference  to 
the  nature  of  her  political  situation.  Permit  her 
to  assume  that  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth 
to  which  she  is  naturally  entitled,  and  the  ignorance 
of  the  people  will  soon  disappear.  That  facility  of 
obtaining  the  means  of  subsistence,  or  in  other 
words,  the  cheapness  of  potatoes  which  now  contri 
butes  to  their  wretchedness,  would  then  contribute 
Jo  their  happiness.  The  preventive  checks  would 
be  found  to  operate  as  in  other  enlightened  coun 
tries,  and  instead  of  the  numerous  deaths  arising 
from  civil  war,  martial  law,  and  the  diseases  neces- 
sarily attendant  uoon  poverty,  damp  and  wretched 
. 'bins,  filth  and  insufficient  clothing,  we  should 


jfind  fewer  marriages,  and  fewer  births.  The  bills 
of  mortality  would  be  lessened  by  the  direction  of 
the  checks  to  prevent,  instead  of,  as  now,  to  remove 
the  excess  of  increase. 

Here  our  author  concludes  his  review  of  the 
state  of  population  in  particular  countries.  The 
two  next  chapters  contain  an  inquiry  into  the  fruit- 
fulness of  marriages,  and  the  effects  of  epidemics 
on  registers  of  births,  deaths  and  marriages.  The 
first  is  a mere  string  of  calculations  rather  serving 
to  shew  the  indefatigable  industry  of  the  author 
than  tending  to  instruct  the  reader.  We  profess 
not  to  comprehend  them,  nor  can  we  indeed  clear- 
ly seethe  necessity  of  the  conclusion  which  appears 
to  be  drawn  from  them,  that  the  most  healthy  coun- 
tries are  the  least  prolific,  and  the  most  prolific  the 
least  healthy.  That  population  increases  rapidly 
after  severe  and  desolating  epcdimics  there  can  be 
no  doubt:  the  admirable  tables  of  mortality  collected 
by  Sussmilch  sufficiently  prove  this.  But  as  the 
partial  occurrence  o:  epidemics  cannot  be  taken  as 
proof  of  the  unhealthiness  of  a country;  so  neither 
can  the  rapidity  of  the  succeeding  increase  or  the 
greater  fruitfulness  of  marriages  be  considered  as 
the  effect  of  unhealthiness  ; but  rather  as  the  neces- 
sary consequences  of  that  natural  tendency  in  po- 
pulation constantly  to  maintain  an  equilibrium  with 
the  means  of  subsistence.  * 

The  great  difference  to  be  observed  between  the 
past  and  present  states  of  society  is,  that  the  posi- 
tive checks  to  population  prevail  less  and  the  preven- 
tive more  in  the  present  than  in  the  former  and 
more  uncivilized  state  of  the  world.  Wars  are  less 
frequent  and  less  exterminating  even  taking  into  the 
account  the  many  sanguinary  revolutions  of  modern 
Europe  ; and  plagues  and  pestilence  certainly  visit 
us  less  frequently  now  than  formerly  owing  to  the 
superior  cleanliness  and  improved  method  of  con- 
structing large  towns. 

The  general  deductions  which  our  author  has 
drawn  from  the  preceding  view  of  society  are  that  in 
every  country  the  women  are  by  nature  alike  fruit- 
ful ; that  population  is  governed  by  certain  invaria- 
ble laws  ; that  its  increase  is  necessarily  limited  by 
the  means  of  subsistence ; that  it  invariably  increases 
when  the  means  of  subsistence  increase,  unless 
prevented  by  powerful  and  obvious  checks,  and  that 
those  checks  and  the  checks  which  keep  the  popu- 
lation down  to  the  level  of  the  means  of  subsistence 
are  moral  restraint,  vice  and  misery. 

Wherever  moral  restraint*  is  wanting, population 
will  push  itself  beyond  the  limits  assigned  it  by  na- 
ture, and  must  invariably  encounter  some  of  the 
barriers  interposed  to  the  transgression  of  her  laws. 
Famine,  says  our  author,  seems  to  be  the  last,  the 
most  dreadful  resource  of  nature.  The  power  of 
population  is  so  superior  to  the  power  in  the  earth 
to  produce  subsistence  for  man,  that  unless  arrested 
by  the  preventive  check,  premature  death  must  in 
some  shape  or  other  visit  the  human  race.  The 
vices  of  mankind  are  active  and  able  ministers  of 
depopulation.  They  are  the  precursors  in  the  great 
army  of  destruction,  and  often  finish  the  dreadful 
work  themselves.  But  should  they  fail  in  this  war  of 
extermination,  sickly  seasons,  epidemics,  pestilence 

* The  author  uses  this  term  in  its  most  confined 
sense  intending  to  be  understood  as  meaning  a 
restraint  from  marriage,  from  prudential  motives-, 
i with  a conduct  strictly  moral  during  the  period  of 
this  restraint.  It  cannot  be  considered  to  operate  as 
la  preventive  check  to  population  when  followed  by 
the  vice  of  promiscuous  intercourse,  or  the  irregu- 
lar gratification  of  the  passions. 
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and  plague,  advance  in  terrific  array  and  sweep  off 
their  thousands  and  ten  thousands.  Should  success  be 
still  incomplete,  gigantic  inevitable  famine  stalks 
in' the  rear,  and  at  one  mighty  blow  levels  the  popu 
lation  with  the  food  of  the  world. 

[to  be  continued.] 


Twelfth  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  March  24,  1812.— 1 The  vice-president  being  absent,  as 
on.  yesterday,  from  indisposition— 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  choice 
of  a president  pro  tempore,  as  the  constitution  provides ; and 
WjVjmn  H.  Cranford  was  elected  on  the  first  ballot.  The  secretary 
of  the  senate  tv  as  directed  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  house  of  representatives  and  inform  them  of  the  said 
appointment, 

Mr.  Pope  reported  the  bill  from  the  house  “ for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,” 
amended, 

Mr.  Smith  of  Md.  made  a report  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  houses  on  the  quarter- 
master’s bill. 

The  report,  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  navy  bill  was 
taken  up,  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  amended  accordingly  and  sent 
to  the  house. 

Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session. 

Wednesday,  March  25.— The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  managers  at  the  conference  on  their  pan  on  the 
subject  of  the  disagreeing  votes  on  the  bill  establishing  a quarter- 
master's department,  and  for  other  purposes ; and  it.  was 

Resolved,  That  they  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the 
nqumdments  of  the  house  of  representatives,  so  far  as  to  agree  to 
the  report  of  the  managers,  and  that  the  bill  be  so  modified. 

The  bill  relinquishing  tc  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New- 
Orleans  the  use  and  possession  of  a lot  in  said  city  was,  after  being 
Amended,  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldi- rs  who  served 
in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  a select  committee ; and  after  debate,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  March  19. 

£The  following  document  accompanies  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  foreign  relations,  inserted  in  our  last,  page  48.] 
Committee  of  foreign  relations. 

Friday,  March  13.— Count  'E'dward  do  Crillon  sworn.— This  de- 
ponent knows  ^fr.  Henry — he  dined  with  him  at  Mr.  Wellesley 
Pool’s#  in  September,  and  afterwards  at  lord  Yarmouth’s  ; met 
with  him  also  at  different  fashionable  clubs  ; deponent  tell  in  with 
Mr.  H.  subsequently  bv  accident ; deponent  had  ordered  his  ser- 
vants to  procure  him  a passage  for  America,  thev  met  with  captain 
Tracy,  of  the  ship  New-Galen.  of  Boston,  at  the  New -London 
coffee-house— a ft.  r agreeing  with  him  on  the  terms  of  tile  passage, 
captain  T.  applied  to  deponent  to  know  if  he  w as  ready  to  embark 
the  next  day,  as  the  ship  would  sail  the  following  morning  ; depo- 
ponent  said  no— that  he  should  send  his  servants  on  board,  but 
should  take  a postchaise  for  Portsmouth  and  pass  over  to  the  Isle  I 
of  Wight  where  he  should  wait  for  the  vessel.  On  tiie  dav  follow  - 
ing he  went  accordingly  to  Portsmouth,  but  before  his  departure  he 
received  a letter  from  captain  Tracy,  concluded  in  the  fallowing 
terms:— “ Sir,  you  must  goto  Ryde,  where  von  will  find  a gentle- 
man called  captain  Henry,  waiting  for  the  "New-Galen,  I shall 
send  a boat  onshore  for  both  of  you.”  Deponent  went  to  Rvde, 
but  did  dot  find  captain  H.  there  ; thence  lie  proceeded  to  Cowes’ 
and  enquired  of  the  American  consul"  if  the  New-Galen  had  pass- 
ed ?”  fearing  that  she  had  sailed  without  him.  The  consul  inform- 
fd  him  that  the  ship  was  detained  in  the  Downs  by  head  w inds ; de- 
ponfet  returned  to  Ryde  and  remained  there  three  weeks  before 
captain  H.  came  to  him  and  told  him  that  the  ship  w as  badly  found, 
and  advised  him  to  go  to  Liverpool  and  take  the  packet ; deposit-  at 
refuses,  having  paid  his  passage  and  his  trunks  being  on  board— 
captain  H.  three  days  after  his  arrival  fell  sick,  be  kept  his  bed  tw  en- 
t \-i>v  o days,  during  which  time  he  w as  often  delirious,  frequently 
uttering  the  name  of  lord  Liverpool.  The  deponent  having  two 
servants  one  of  them  attended  on  Mr.  H.  during  his  illness— be  was 
vr  ited  by  Mr.  *owell  of  Philadelphia,  a Mr.  Wilkinson,  or  Dick- 
son, of  the  British  army,  and  a Mr.  Perkins,  of  Boston— he  re- 
ceived above  200,lettevs  from  a Boston  house  [Higgiiisonsj  in  Fins- 
r.  v Square,  tjiat  had  lately  stopped  payment*  He  refused  to  take 
tie  k tiers,  giving  them  to  the  captain.  ' Mr.  H.  was  also  visited  bv 
a Mr.  Bagholt,  who  brought  him  letters  from  sir  James  Craig— 
Henry  refuses  to  receive  those  letters— he  recovered  from  bis  sick- 
ness, deponent  occupying  the  most  agreeable  house  in  the  place.— 
Henry  s physician  asked  the  favor  of  an  apartment  for  him  till  he 
was  ready  to  embark; 

After  e'iglu  weeks  detention  die  wind  became  fair  and  the  vessel 
sailed.  The  day  before  her  departure  Mr.  Bagholt  arrived  at  Hef 
W ith  letters  from  lord  Liverpool  to  sir  Georm-  Prrvt.st  end  to  M- 
} nry.  who,  when  he  saw  the  seal  of  the  h tt«  r addiV-sed  to  him’ 
Cud,  throwing,  it  on  the  4r.ble,  « thgt  is  a letter  from  Liverpool' 


what  more  does  lie  want  of  me  !”  ITc  appeared  to  be  much  agitated 
arid  retired  to  liis  room.  Mr.  Bagholt  returned  that  night  to  Lemhi  a 
without  taking  leave  : But  the  wind  being  fair  the  next  morning, 
the  ship  sailed.  Mr.  Edward  Hire  and  Mr.  West,  both  of  Boston, 
and  Mr.  Ihompson,  of  London,  were  passengers  in  tiie  ship. — 
Henry  at  In  st  appeared  very  low  spirited,  tool;  a cabin  to  himself 
and  mostly  dined  alone.  In  good  weather  he.  employed  himself  in 
shooting  pistols,  at  which  he  was  very  expert.  Out:  dark  nigh-, 
about  ten  o’clock,  the  witness  was  walking  on  deck  much  dejected, 
when  Henry  accosted  him,  "count  Crillon  (said  he)  you  have  not. 
confidence  in  me;  you  are  unhappy ; confide  your  sorrows  to  me.** 
He  spoke  so  kindly  that  deponent  made  him  in  part  acquaint!.- d w ith 
his  situation— He  replied, " one  confidence  deserves  another;  I will 
now  tell  you  my  situation— I have  been  very  ill  treated  by  the  Bri- 
tish government— I was  born  in  Ireland,  ofWne  of  the  first  families  i u 
that  country,  poor,  because  a younger  brother— I w ent  to  America 
with  expectations  from  :ui  uncle  (Daniel  MTormick,  esq,  of  New  . 
York)  who  pussescs  a large  fortune,  is  old  and  unmarried.’  French 
persecution  had  driven  from  that  country  many  of  the  respectable 
families  of  Fiance.  I married  a lady  of  that  description,  w ho  died 
and  It  ft  two  daughters  w ithout  fortune  ; I applied  to  the  American 
government,  and  through  the  influence  of  the  British  minister  JE 
was  appointed  a captain  of  artillery  during  Mr.  Adams’  administra- 
tion—I had  the  command  at  Portland  and  at  the  tort  near  Boston, 
ami  while  in  commission  I was  employed  in  quelling  and  meeting 
an  insurrection  among  the  soldiery,  and  during  my  continuance  k 
office  I gave  general  satisfaction.  But  perceiving  there  was  no 
field  for  iny  ambition,  I purchased  an  estate  in  Vermont,  near  the 
Canada  line,  and  there  situated  lived  fivetyears  yvithout.  stirring 
from  home.  1 detested  republican  government,  and  filled  tin’ 
new  spapers  with  essays  agai  list  it. 

Saturday,  March  II .—Count  dc  Crillon  in  continuation.  Depo 
went  says  that  Henry  told  him  in  the  course  of  his  interview,  which, 
lie  mentioned  yesterday,  that  the  severity  of  his  strictures  in  the 
public  prints  against  republican  government,  attracted  1 he  atten- 
tion of  the  British  government,—"  Sir  James  Craig,  continued  he, 
became  desirous  of  my  acquaintance.  He  invited  toe  to  (-im  bue, 
where  I staid  some  (ime— hence  I went  to  Montreal,  where  <".117 
thing  I had  to  fear  and  all  I had  to  hope  was  disclosed  to  me.  I wear, 
afterwards  to  Boston,  where  I established  my  usual  resident  e.  I was 
surrounded  by  all  the  people  pointed  out  to  me  be  the  agents  who 
were  under  my  orders.  1 im-ffat  the  exchange  coffee-house,  gave 
large  parties,  made  excursions  into  the  country,  and  received  an. 
order  extraordinary  from  sir  James  Craig,  to  dispose  of  the  licet 
at  Halif  ax,  and  of  the  troops,  to  further  the  object  of  mv  mission, 
it  required.  My  devotion  to  the  cause  was  extreme.  I exhausted 
all  my  funds.  I spent  many  precious  years  in  the  service;  and  wa-t 
advised  to  proceed  to  London.  The  government  treated  me  with 
great  kindness.  I w as  recei  ved  in  Cue  highest  circles ; was  compli- 
mented with  a ticket  as  member  of  the  Pitt  Clufj , without  being 
balloted  for.  And  when  I bad  spent  all  my  money  and  presented  my 
claims  for  retribution,  the  government  attempted  to  cheapen  my 
services,  [merchanderj  fo  btat  me  down.  My  ckfims  were  to  the 
amount  of  32,0001.  sterling.  I was  told,  however,  that  I should  be 
provided  for,  by  a recommendation  to  sir  George  Prevost,  in  case  I 
would  return  to  Canada,  and  continue  my  mission  and  services  as 
bc.ore  ; and  to  exercise  the  same  vigilance  over  the  interests  of  the 
British  government.  At  the  same  time  the  government  appointed  a 
friend  of  mine,  an  Irish  gentleman,  attorney' gen.  lbr  Canad-ulirongq 
my  influence.  [Deponent  saw  this  gentleman  at  Mr.  < filbert  Ro- 
bertson s iii  New- York.]  Henry  continued,  " Disappointed  in  thy 
expectations,  I was  anxious  to  proceed  to  Canada,  to  sell  my  estate 
and  library,  and  take  my  revenge  against  the  British  government.  X 
knew  that  if  I w ent  to  Canada,  I must  deliver  up  mv  dispatches, 
and  that  I should  afterwards  he  put  off  by  the  government.  1 
therefi .redetermined  to  retain  the  documents  in  my  possession,  ns 
tiie  instrument  of  my  revenge— Determined  to  extricate  mysi-It 
from  my  embarrassing  connexion  with  the  British  government,  1 
refused  the  offer  ol'  a passage  to  Halifax  in  one  of  their  snips' of 
war;  and  determined  to  live  privately  and  retired  at  llydi,  amt 
take  passage  in  the  first  vessel  that  should  sail  for  the  United  States. 
’1  hjs  is  the  cause  of  i our  meeting  me  at  Ryde.” 

Deponent  represent  ; to  Henry  ” That  England  was  his  legitimate 
government,  that  lie  \Voi del  render  himself  the  must  odious  of  ali 
characters  by  betraying  it ; that  his  (the  deponent’s)  government 
turn  treated  him  harshly,  and  that  lie  then  labored  under  its  dis- 
pleasure, but  no  consideration  should  induce  him  to  act  against  it ; 
mat  we  must  not  resent,  a parent’s  injuries.  Tells  him  to  have  pa- 
tience and  wait  for  his  reward.”  Henry  the n pleaded  in  his  justifi- 
cation, the  prongs  of  .bis  native  country,  Ireland,  intiieted  bv  the 
British  government. 

Henry  came  down  to  Washington,  and  stooped  at  Tomlinson’s 
where  deponent  saw  him.  He  afterwards  ivutoi  rd  to  Georgetown 
to  the  house  of  one  Davis,  an  auctioneer!  r,  where  the  deponent 
' < sited  him  every  day  and  fount]  him  always  writ  tin!" — IVnoniiit, 
waited  tor  his  disclosure:;,  not  having  any  disposition  to  prv  into 
his  secrets  : Ink  Henry  was  muirvh  silent  ami  si.-hed  inc vsmntlv 


very  deeply.  Op  the  day  of  g.  •: 
took  Henry  down  to  Afaxandri 
communicate  his  projects  ; but  ru 
they  returned,  and  whilst  in  . the 
“ that  he-  has  great  confidence  in  hi 
here  some  time  ; and  asks  his  upii 
d that  he  was  very  little 


il  Blount’s  funeral  deponent 
ui  expectation, tint  be  might 
as  slid  reserved— After  dinner 
rriiige,  Henry  fells  deponent 
; thgt  he  '(deponent)  has  been 
inf  Mr.  Monroe?”  Deponent 

. ....  -■  —qur.int/ed  with  any  body,  hut 

tnoii^ht  Mr,  Monroe  a most  virtuous*  and  rfspf *<•<:> i'le  uem# 
Dtponurt  remained  several  days  without  1.1  mi  ,g  anv  ;ld;u-  more 
until  one  n . >rning  at  7 o'clock  Henri  came  mm  ap:  nment  :,,A 
It  me  fit.  M.ir.iai  (on  es$»ie  oi'.ikc  d« 

frontier)  ye  11  have  the  title  ‘;y.C 
'Vom  o’oiVjon  by  iii  b->- 


said  “ Crillon  you 
mi't'.in  l.t  fieur,  near  the  Spar 
in  rs  with  you  ; my  name  vriii  f. 


wear  Criilior,  the  ha.bitntiou  of  yom 
j has  been  ni\  friend.’  Le-oomm  ate 

Itioti,  and  if  H£rtry  gti  tV  ■ -• 


•r.d  ti 


id  no  objec- 
sutisfii-M  h» 
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would  give  order*  to  his  agent  in  France  to  cancel  the  bargain.— 
The  conveyance  was  accordingly  made ; Henry  left  deponent, 
when  Mr.  Brent,  to  whom  Henry  .was  not  introduced,  came,  into 
deponent’s  apartment.  About  ttiis  time  deponent  received  four 
anonymous  threatening  letters,  and  was  advised  by  his  friends  that 
he  was  surrounded  by  spies,  hut  he  told  them  he  had  nothing  to 
#Var,  that  lie  w as  “ sans  pear  and  sans  rcprochc."  By  one  of  their 
letters  I was  advised  to  leave  the  city  before’  12  o’clock,  as  a person 
had  just  arrived  from  LondoA  witti  orders  to  arrest  me.  Mean- 
while rumors  circulated  very  generally  to  the  deponent’s  prejudice, 
and  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  vindicating  iiis  diameter,  and 
of  correcting  the  author  of  those  reports. 

The  message  of  the  president  gave  the  deponent  the  first  intelli- 
genceof  tlie  true  state  of  the  transaction. 

Kenry  told  deponent  tH|$  a Mr.  Gelvary  or  Gillivray  from  Que- 
bec, had  come  to  him  at  New-York,  to  persuade  hirn  to  go  to  Cana- 
da, but  Henry  said  he  would  not  go,  that  the  Rubicon  was  passed. 
Henry  kept  the  first  company  at  Boston. 

Being  questioned  if  Henry  had  mentioned  the  names  of  any 
person  with  whom  he  had  conferred,  deponent  answered  “none.” 
Deponent  lauded  at  Boston  December  24,  1811,  staid  there  10  or 
12  days,  visited  governor  Gerry  twice. 

Question— Do  > ou  know  where  Mr.  Henry  is  now  ? 

Answer — No  : by  report,  I hear  he  is  in  New-York. 

Deponent  lift  Boston  in  the  public  stage,  Henry  was  also  a pas- 
senger. But  at  New-Haven  deponent  took  a private  carriage  to 
himself.  The  count  Edward  dc  Crillon. 

STATE  OF  LOUISIANA.— On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the 
house  again  resolved  itsdf  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bas- 
set in  the  chair,  ' n the  Rill  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the 
union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  thereto. 

Mr.  Johnson’s  amendment,  forgiving  four  representatives  to  the 
part  of  West  Florida  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  annexed  to  the  state 
now  formed  of  the  Orleans  territory,  again  came  under  conside- 
ration. 

[And  after  some  argument  thereon  was  negatived— 37  to  39.] 

Mr.  Gholson  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  it  the 
following  provide  : 

“ And  provided  also,  that  the  people  of  that  portion  of  west 
Florida  hereby  proposed  to  he  made  a part  of  the  state  of  Louisi- 
ana shall,  before  the  election  of  senators  and  representatives  to 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  he  invested  with  and  enjoy 
equal  rights  of  representation  and  equal  privileges  in  every  respect 
With  the  people  of  the  residue  of  the  said  state.” 

[Which  after  some  remarks  w as  agreed  to  w ithout  a division.] 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as  amended. 

The  several  amendments  made  in  the  committee  were  agreed  to 
in  the  house,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading 
without  a division. 

Friday , March  20. — Mr.  Poindexter,  after  adverting  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  northern  troops  to  march  to  the  southern  extreme 
of  the  union,  ami  remarking  that  the  bulk  of  the  military  force 
directed  to  be  raised  at  this  session  would  rective  a different  destina- 
tion, and  pointing  out  the  consequent  necessity  of  giving  the  great- 
est possible ’efficacy  to  the  militia  in  that  quarter,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  flit  confident, 
if  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  in  his  ability  to  present  to  the  mili- 
tary committee  such  a system  us  should  meet  their  approbation. 

“ Resolved,  that  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instructed 
to  report  a bill  organising  the  militia  of  the  western  and  southern 
states  ai  id  territories,  for  the  defence  of  the  southern  frontier  of  the 
United  States.” 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr- Jennings,  the  words"  and  western” 

. w.er  ■ incorpftrated  in  the  resolution,  to  precede  the  word"  frontier.” 
The  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  into  the  union, 
and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  thereto,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  .pissed,  without  debate,  by  yeas  andnays  as  follow  : 
YEAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Bacon,  Bard,  Bassett,  Bibb, 
P-Iackledge.  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  BurvveJl,  Butler,  M.  Clay, 
fjqodit.  Craw  lord.  Davis,  Dawson.  Dit.smoor,  Findley,  Fisk,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Gray,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hr, 11, 0» 
Hall.  Harper,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Key,  King,  La- 
poek,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  M‘Coy,  M*Kee,  M‘Kim,  Metcalf, 
Mitcbil),  Morrow',  Nelson,’ New,  Nevybold,  Newton,  Orlnsby,  Pic- 
Kens,  Pleasants.  Pond,  Richardson,  Ridgcly,  Ringgold,  Rhea, 
Roane.  Rodman,  Sage,  Seaver,  Shaw,  Shetfev,  Smilie,  G.  Smith, 
Smith,  Stanford,  Taggart.  Taliaferro.  Tracy,  Troup,  Turner, 
Van  < ’ortlaudt,  WhitehiU,  Williams,  Wilson.  Winn,  Wright. — 79. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bleecker,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Ely,  Emolt, 
Fitch,  Jackson,  Law’,  Lewis,  Livingston,  Mi  [nor,  Moseley,  Pear- 
s.m.  Pitkin,  Quincy,  Reed,  Sammons,  Seybert,  Stuart,  Spurges, 
Tpllmadg  Wheaton,  White — 23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cfold,  the  house  resolved  into  a committee  of 
fhe  whole,  Mr.  Roberts  in  the  chair,  on  the  amendments  of  the 
senate  to  the  bill  from  this  house  providing  for  the  removal  of  caus- 
es pending  iu  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States, in  case  of  the 
abs'iicc  or  disability  of  the  judges  thereof 

[The  bill,  as  sent  from  the  house,  provides  that  sq  much  of  a 
former  act  on  this  subject,  as  requires  the  application  of  the  dis- 
trict a;  ti’.mey  or  marshal  of  the  district  in  writing  a preliminary  to 
the  removal  of  the  cause  to  the  circuit  court,  berejveuled. 

The  .senate  proposes  to  strike  out  the  whole,  and  insert  a gene- 
ral provision  that  in  all  cases  of  disability,  of  the  district  judge, 
certified  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
the  circuit  judge  shall  hold  the  districtjtfoort,  ?cc.  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  district  judge  -,  and  allow  ing  to  the  said  circuit  judge 
6 compensation  of  ten  debars  for  every  day  which  shall  be  neces- 
sarily employed  in  such  service.] 

The  amendment  of -the  senate  being  under  consideration*1* 

Some  SittU:  discussion  took  place,  after  which 
The  committee  rose  and  reported  their  agreement  to  the  amend- 
ment ; which  vvere  immediately  taken  up  by  the  house. 

Sir-  Lacoek  said,  that  as  on  this  itaportauj  question,  pvecpdgnt 


appeared  to  be  entirely  relied  on,  without  regarding  tlie  constitu- 
tional question,  by  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  ques- 
tion should  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Alston  spoke  against  the  amendment  on  nearly  the  same 
constitutional  ground  as  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Lacock. 

The  question  on  the  first  clause  of  the  amendment  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  carried,  00  to  40. 

The  question  on  the  remainder  of  the  amendment,  viz.  that 
part  allowing  the  judges  10  dollars  per  diem  while  so  employed^ 
was  negatived,  yeas  47,  nays  61. 

The  nouse  agreed  to  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the  quarter- 
master's bill,  and  to  appoint  conferees  on  their  part,  to  confer  with 
such  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  senate  on  the  said  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Tajmadge  in  the  chair,  on  the  hill  mak- 
ing provision  for  certain  persons  claiming  lands  under  the  several 
acts  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  ; which  was  amended,  reported  to  the 
house,  and  ordered  to  a third  reading.  Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Mouday , March  23— Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  committee  of  claims 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the  representatives  of  Beau- 
marchais, made  a long  detailed  report  thereon,  concluding  with 
the  following  resolution  : 

“ Resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  unreasonable 
and  ought  not  to  be  granted.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  report  was  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house,  and,  together  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  ^ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  navy  bill 
reported  the  result  of  the  conference  with  the  senate,  each  house 
having  conceded  a part  of  the  positions  on  which  it  had  insisted. 

The  committee  of  conference  recommended  that  the  senate  re- 
cede from  their  amendment.  confining  the  appropriation  for  tim- 
ber to  such  as  shall  he  necessary  for  repairing  certain  Vessels,  and 
in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following  words  at  the  end  of  the  sec- 
tion : And  that  the  first  aphropriation  thereof'  be  made  in  the  pur- 
chase of  timber  suitable  for  rebuilding  the  frigates  Philadelphia, 
General  Green,  Ntnv-York  and  Boston."  Thai  the  senate  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  section  for  laying  up  the  gun-boats, 
striking  out  of  it  the  words,  “ in  aid  of  the  land  fortifications."— 
That  the  house  of  representatives  agree  to  the  section  respecting 
pursers,  reducing  the  amount  of  the  security  required  from  tw  en- 
ty to  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  the  addition  of  the  following 
words  : “ accepting  pursers  on  distant  service,  who  shall  not  remain 
in  service  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  unless  nominated  end 
appointed  as  aforesaid."  The  report  was  committid. 

*Mr.  Richaruson  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session,  49  to  26  ; and  Mr.  Sammons  obtained  the  same  leave. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  the  committee,  on  military  affairs,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  organization. of  a corps  of  artificers ; to  consist  of  one 
superintendant  and  a number  of  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  masons, 
saiilers,  &c.  &c.  The  bill  was  twice  read  ami  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Tlie  bill  making  provision  for  certain  persons  claiming  lands  un- 
der the  several  acts  for  the  relief  of  the  refugees  from  the  British 
provinces  of  Canada  anti  Nova  Scotia,  was  read  a third  time,  and, 
after  some  discussion  on  particular  claims  it  involves,  passed  by  this 
house. 

Mr.  llidgely  offered  for  consideration  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  Jay 
before  this  house  a statement’shewing  the  quota  payable  by  each 
state  of  the  direct  tax  laid  by  the  act  entitled  “ An  act  to  Jay  and 
collect  a direct  tax  within  tlie  United  States”— the  amount  of  said 
tax  that  lias  been  paid  into  the  treasury  from  each  state  respectively 
and  the  respective  sums  ami  dates  of  payment— the  expences  of 
each  state  of  collecting  said  tax— the  losses  that,  have  been  sustain- 
ed in  such  state  ami  the  cause  thereof,  and  the  balance  of  each 
state’s  quota  of  said  tax  now  due. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  tlie  table. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Macon  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  war  to 
exchange  lands  with  the  Ursuline  Nuns,  in  the  city  of  Ne\v-Oy- 
ieans  ; which  was  gone  through,  reported  to  the  house,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a third  rinding. 

Tuesday,  March  24.— Mr.  Pitkin  said  that  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
statement  and  representation,  on  oath,  of  captain  Samuel  Chew 
of  New-Haven  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  which  he  would  beg 
leave  to  present  to  the  house.  Captain  Chew  states,  that  he  was 
supercargo  onboard  the  brig  Thames,  and  on  the  19th  of  January 
13*12,  sailed  from  St.  Ubes,  liound  to  New-Haven,  with  a cargo  of 
salt  and  fruit;  that  on  the  2nd  of  July  following,  the  brig  was 
taken  possession  of  by  a French  squadron,  consisting  of  two  in- 
gates  of  44  guns  each  and  a sloop  of  war  of  16  guns,  under  the 
command  of  commodore  Forretin,  and  that  he  was  told  by  the 
officer  boarding  him,  that  the  brig  would  be  burnt  the  next 
morning.  That  the  officers  of  tlie  squadron  informed  him  that 
they  sailed  fromNantz  on  the  8th  of  January.  That  on  board  the 
French  vessels  were  die  crews  of  die  ship  Asia  from  Philadelphia, 
bound  to  Lisbon,  and  of  the  brig  Gershom  of  Duxberrv,  last  front 
Boston  bound  to  Oporto,  both  laden  with  corn  and  (lour.  That 
the  officers  of  the  squadron  informed  him,  that  on  the  17th  and 
23d  of  January,  they  luid  captured  and  burnt  the  ship  Asia  and 
brig  Gershopi.  He  also  states,  that  he  enquired  of  tV  commodore 
the  reason  of  burning  them,  and  was  informed  by  him  that  he  had 
orders fyom  his  government,  to  burn  all  American  vessels  sailing  to 
or  from  on  enemy's  port , That  on  the  3d  of  Ft  hruary  the  commo- 
dore put  on  hoard  of  the  Thames  the  captains  and  crews  qf  the 
vessels  burnt,  being  37  in  number,  to  be  landed  in  the  first  port, 
and  that  on  the  16th  day  of  July,  he  landed  them  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mews. Captain  Chew  states,  likewise,  that  when  the  commodore 
released  the  Thames,  lie  gave  him  a document  or  writing,  sub* 
scribed  with  his  own  hand,  and  ..written  in  French  language,  and 
v/bith  is  annexed  to  his  statement.  This  document  contains  h 
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list  of  names  of  the  men  composing  the  the  crews  of  the  vessels 
captured  ; it  also  states,  that  they  were  captured  on  voyages  from 
Philadelphia  and  Boston  to  Lisbon,  laden  with  grain  and  itour,  by 
the  division  under  the  command  of  Mo  ns  r.  Forretin,  member  ol 
the  Legion  of  Honor,  and  that  they  were  captured  in  pursuance  of 
the  instructions  of  the  minister  of  marine  and  the  colonies. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  this  statement,  with  the  original  document  an- 
nexed, in  the  French  language,  and  under  the  hand  of  the  eomiu.*- 
dorcof  the  squadron,  baa  been  forwarded  here,  for  the  information 
of  the  government ; that  the  character  of  capt.  Chew  was  such,  as 
to  entitle  him  to  lull  credit  wherever  he  was  known.  Believing, 
therefore,  as  he  did,  in  the  truth  of  his  statements,  and  that  the 
document  annexed  is  genuine,  bethought  it  his  duty  to  present  it 
to  the  house  lor  their  information.  The  house,  after  hearing  them 
read,  can  dispose  of  them  to  the  secretary  of  state,  or  otherwise,  as 
they  may  think  proper. 

The  papers  presented  by  Mr.  Pitkin  basing  been  read— 

Mr.  M*Kim  moved  that  they  lie  on  the  table,  until  time  should 
be  afforded  for  the  arrival  of  these  persons  in  the  United  States, 
whose  testimony  might  confirm  the  facts  stated. 

Mr.  Pitkin  also  wished  them  to  lie  on  the  table,  that  they’  might 
be  examined  by  the  gentlemen,  and  receive  tliat  attention  to  which 
the  importance  of  their  contents  might  entitle  them. 

The  p ipers  were  accordingly  ordered  to  be  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W inght,  from  the  conniiittee  on  military  affairs,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  ordnance  department ; w’hich  was 
twice  read  and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

The  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  following  resolution  : 

“ Resolved.  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision  by  law  for  the 
payment  of  the  following  descriptions  of  claims,  to  wit 1.  Loan 
office  certificates  5 2.  Indents  of  interest  on  public  debt;  3.  Final 
settlement  of  certificates;  4.  Commissioners’  certificates;  5.  Army 
certificates ; 6.  Credits  given  in  lieu  of  army  certificates  cancelled  ; 
7.  Credits’  for  the  pay  <>.  the  army  for  which  no  certificates  were 
issued ; 8.  Invalid  pensions ; 9.  Lost  or  destroyed  certificates  : — 
notwithstanding  anyr  statute  of  limitation  to  the  contrary,  under 
such  restrictions  as  sliall  ensure  payment  only  to  the  original  claim- 
ant, his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators.” 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  committee  of 
claims  to  bqng  in  a bill  pursuant  thereto. 

Another  resolution  to  instruct  the  committee  of  claims  to  enquire 
into  the  merit  of  revolutionary  claims,  was  also  agreed  to ; and 
sundry  reports  on  such  petitions  were  recommitted  to  the  committee 
of  claims. 

The  bill  for  the  organization  of  a corps  of  artificers,  passed 
through  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Basset  in  the  chair,  was 
amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  house  spent  sometime  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  IJreck- 
enridge  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  patent  laws  ; about 
the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  the  committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Wednesday  March  25.— Some  business  of  minor  importance  be- 
ing transacted — 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milnor, 

Resolved , That  the  attorney-general  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  examine  and  report  to  tliis  bouse  whether  the  penal  code 
of  the  United  States  requires  any,  and  if  any,  what  alterations, 
amendments  and  additions,  to  tender  the  same  less  sauguinary  and 
more  efficient. 

The  house  took  up  the  message  of  the  senate  announcing  the 
concurrence  of  that  body  in  the  report  of  the  committee  oi  con- 
ference on  the  navy  bill,  as  noticed  in  out  last.  The  house  con- 
curred in  the  report. 

Mr.  Wright  being  desirous  of  calling  up  his  bill  on  the  subject 
ef  seamen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

And  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Breckeurid^e  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  protection,  recovery 
and  indemnification  of  American  seamen.  Mr.  Wright  spoke  near- 
ly two  hours  in  support  of  the  bill ; w hen  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

[For  Thursday's  proceedings  see  page  72.] 


the  president,  for  peace  ; that  this  w^s  the  ardent 
wish  of  all  those  who  had  been  lately  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Prophet,  that  they  acknowledged 
that  it  was  the  fault  of  that  bad  man,  that  the  late 
great  calamity  had  fallen  upon  them.  The  princi- 
pal Winebago  chief  of  the  party  which  had;,oined 
the  prophet,  was  present  as  the  representative  of 
the  tribe.  I informed  him  of  the  mischief  which 
has  been  lately  done  by  his  tribe  on  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  apprehensions  which  were  entertained  of 
further  hostility  from  them.  He  has  agreed  to  set 
out  immediately  for  the  residence  of  his  tribe  to  in- 
form them  of  our  having  buried  the  tomahawk,  and 
to  bring  one' or  two  of  the  principal  men  to  accom- 
pany the  chiefs  of  the  other  tribes  in  their  visit  to 
the  president.  He  has  promised  candidly  to  ex- 
plain to  them  the  cause  of  the  late  action  (in  which 
they  lost  so  many  warriors)  and  the  artifices  which 
were  practised  upon  them  to  engage  in  it.  I do  be- 
lieve the  Indians  are  sincere  in  their  profession  of 
friendship  and  desire  for  peace,  and  that  we  shall 
have  no  further  hostilities,  unless  it  be  from  the 
YVincbagoes,  who  are  so  far  removed,  as  to  consi- 
der themselves  out  of  our  reach.  However,  the 
chief  whom  I have  sent  to  them  assures  me  that 
they  will  abandon  all  thoughts  of  hostilities  as  soon 
as  he  arrives  among  them.  Teeeumsee  has  return- 
ed and  is  much  exasperated  against  his  brother  for 
his  precipitancy.  lie  blames  him  for  throwing  off 
the  mask  before  their  plans  were  matured.  He 
sent  me  a short  speech  informing  me  of  his  return, 
and  that  he  was  now  ready  to  visit  the  president. — 
l have  informed  the  other  Indians  he  may  go  with 
them,  but  not  as  their  leader.  They  unanimously 
and  vehemently  declared  they  never  more  would 
listen  to  him.” 

Copy  of  a letter  from  governor  Edwards  to  govsr - ] 
nor  Scott. 

Elviradc,  Randolph  county,  Illinois  territory,  Feb.  13,  1012. 

Sik — Governor  Howard  and  myselthave  recent- 
ly received  information  from  various  quarters,  which 
convinces  both  of  us  that  formidable  combinations 
of  the  savages  will  very  shortly  attack  the  frontiers 
of  this  and  Louisiana  territory.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I shall  wish  (if  it  shall  eventually  ap- 
pear to  be  necessary)  to  raise  some  volunteers  in 
the  southern  parts  of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  pro- 
vided the  measure  meets  your  approbation,  which 
I most  respectfully  solicit. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

N INI  AN  EDYVARDS. 

His  excellency  governor  Scott. 


Indian  affairs. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Governor  Harrison , dated 
Uh  March,  1812. 

**  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Indi- 
ans mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  25th  ult.  arrived 
at  this  place  on  Saturday  last.  They  delivered  up 
their  arms  without  the  least  hesitation.  Yesterday 
and  the  day  before,  I met  them  in  council.  The 
Kickapoos,  Winehagoes,  and  that  part  of  the 
Piankeshaw  tribe  which  had  joined  the  Prophet,! 
had  employed  the  Weas  and  Red  River  tribes  to 
mediate  with  them  ; and  a chief  of  the  latter  was 
the  principal  orator.  He  said  that  the  whole  win- 
ter had  been  occupied  in  sending  messages  to  the 
different  villages  of  the  Patawattimies,  Kickapoos, 
Miamis  and  Delawares,  to  consult  upon  the  mea- 
sures which  were  proper  to  be  taken  under  the  cir 
cumstanccs  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  that  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  to  supplicate  their  lather. 


Extract  of  a letter  dated  Kasha  skia,  February  18, 
to  a gentleman  in  Washington. 
es  I am  sorry  to  find  that  vve  have  the  appearance 
of  an  Indian  war  on  the  Mississippi.  I have  just 
received  information  from  Fort  Madison  that  a par- 
ty of  Indians,  supposed  to  he  the  Puorts  (Wineba- 
goes)  and  some  of  those  that  escaped  from  the  bat- 
tle of  Tippecanoe,  had  killed  a family  of  Americans 
about  100  miles  below  Fort  Madison  bv  the  name 
of  Neil,  and  declare  that  they  will  continue  to  de- 
stroy all  the  Americans  they  meet  with.” 

“ The  prospect  before  us.” 

From  all  we  can  learn  of  the  hopes,  fears  or  exr 
pectations  of  the  great  men  at  Washington,  war 
against  England,  or  at  least  the  adoption  of  mca* 
sures  that  will  immediately  lead  to  it,  may  now  be 
looked  for  daily.  By  procrastination,  we  have  cer- 
tainly lost  the  golden  oppoi  trinity  of  striking  a blow 
that ’might  have  given  a speedier  termination  to  t.he 
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controversy,  and  allowed  the  enemy  full  time  to 
complete  his  arrangements  for  offensive  or  defensive 
operations  : — indeed,  before  we  can  now  be  read)' 
to  act  with  effect,  even  on  the  defensive,  such  sup- 
plies of  troops  and  stores  will  pour  into  Canada, 
that  a “ rapid  descent5*  from,  rather  than  upon, 
that  country,  may  be  anticipated,  if  the  British 
think  it  prudent  to  tread  the  road  that  leads  to  Sa- 
ratoga. But  there  is  an  end  to  moi'tal  things  ; and 
procrastination  must  come  to  a close  : It  is  general- 
ly agreed  that  war  is  inevitable — and  if  so,  the  sooner 
it  is  commenced,  or,  at  least,  actively  prepared  for, 
the  better  ; because  it  will  the  sooner  end. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  British  ketch  Gleaner , at 
Annapolis,  nothing  has  been  received  calculated  to 
give  the  least  hope  of  an  amicable  adjustment  of 
differences — on  the  contrary,  it  is  stated  on  what 
we  esteem  good  authority,  that  Mr.  Foster  has  or- 
ders to  demand  the  cause  and  object  of  the  hostile 
attitude  this  government,  has  assumed,  as  has  been 
customary  in  Europe.  What  answer  can  be  given 
by  the  secretary  of  state  ? It  must  be  indefinite  or 
evasive  ; and  cannot  be  satisfactory  to  the  British 
cabinet  : who,  calculating  upon,  a rupture,  have 
already  ordered  every  vessel  that  is  fit  for  service  in- 
to commission  : they  will  strike  the  first  blow,  as 
their  usage  is,  and  it  will  fall  heavily. 

The  National  Intelligencer  says — 

“ As  the  Hornet  sailed  from  England  before  the 
Gleaner,  we  cannot  expect  to  receive  by  her  any 
information  of  a more  satisfactory  nature  than  that 
brought  by  the  Gleaner  : and  the  papers  by  the  lat- 
ter vessel  give  no  intimation  of  the  repeal  of  the  or- 
ders in  council.  “ Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart 
sick.”  Wc  are  weary  of  hoping  or  expectingfrpm 
Great  Britain  any  respect  for  our  rights  except 
such  as  is  extorted  at  the  cannon’s  mouth.  Let  us 
then  no  longer  deceive  ourselves  ; the  period  is 
arrived  when  the  rights  and  honor  of  our  country 
must  be  asserted  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  or  ignomini- 
ous!)' surrendered  to  the  dictation  of  a foreign  pow- 
er. The  question'of  war  is  no  longer  a question  of 
expediency.  War  or  irretrievable  disgrace  appear 
tp  us  to  be  the  only  alternatives  in  the  choice  of  the 
American  government.” 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Democratic  Press  from 

'Washington,  says — 

“ It  is  understood  there  is  a British  spy  who 
frequents  the  gallery  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
He  followed  Henry  here.  He  is  an  old  grey-headed 
veteran  and  has  acted  as  aid  de  camp  to  general 
Prevost.  Congress  are  beset,  I have  no  doubt,  with 
a system  of  espionage  co-extensive  with  British  de- 
pravity. At  three  stations  on  the  lakes  the  British 
are  building  gun-boats,  and  a 20  gun  ship  is  on  the 
stocks  at  Malden.  A new  test  is  offered  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada  and  those  who  will  not  take  it 
have  leave  to  depart.  The  militia  are  organizing 
in  that  country  and  every  thing  savage  and  semi- 
savage indicates  an  attack  from  that  quarter.  Arne 
rica  has  only  to  prevent  the  meditated  blow  by 
promptly  meeting  the  crisis.  The  department  of 
war  contemplate  having  15,000  regulars  in  the  field 
bv  the  1st  of  May.  It  is  said  colonel  Fenwick  has, 
in  the  short  space  of  a fortnight,  recruited  200  men 
in  the  vicinity  of  this  city. 

**  A bill  for  the  protection,  recovery  and  indem- 
nification of  American  seamen,  will,  I expect,  be 
acted  on  to  day.  It  was  reported  by  Mr.  Wright, 
whose  whole  soul  seems  devoted  to  extend  relief  to 
these,  our  much  suffering  fellow  citizens.  The 
bill  rests  on  the  principle  of  fair  retaliation  and  re- 
prisals. If  it  can  be  carried  into  effect  it  wiU  reach 


the  feeling  of  the  British  councils,  savage  and  ob- 
durate as  they  are. — Their  disease  has  become  so 
inveterate  that  it  needs  the  severe  operation  of  the 
actual  cautery.” 


The  Chronicle,  &c. 

Baltimore,  March  28,  IS  12. 

No  further  particulars  relative  to  John  Henry,  or  2 
his  plot,  worthy  of  record,  have  transpired,  e .cept  } 
that  Mr.  Seaver,  member  of  congressfrom  Massa-  | 
chusetts,  in  a letter  published  in  the  Boston  Patriot  | 
says,  the  signatures  of  lord  Liverpool , sir  James  i 
Craig  and  Mr.  Peel  are  duly  authenticated  to  be  | 
genuine.  The  letter  concludes  with  the  following  % 
paragraph — 

“ There  was  a stipulation  on  the  part  of  govern-  I 
ment,  that  the  names  of persons  concerned  with  Henry,  j 
in  America,  should  not  be  insisted  on ; this  was  a * 
condition  on  which  he  consented  to  give  up  the  1 
papers.  He  expressly  said,  he  never  would,  under  & 
any  circumstances,  betray  the  confidence  they  had  « 
■placed  in  him — and  that  he  should  not  have  betrayed  | 
the  confidence  of  the  British  government,  if  they  1 
had  not  been  perfidious  to  him  '' 

The  Boston  Patriot  says — (t  It  is  a fact,  that  Mr.  J 
Coore,  first  aid-de-camp  to  sir  Geo.  Prevost,  was  ‘ 
in  this  town  IN  DISGUISE,  within  the  recent  jj 
period  of  two  months  l" 

•<  The  Bank  of  America with  a capital  of  six  | 
millions,  will  probably . receive  a charter  from  the  ] 
st;ate  of  New  York.  The  act  of  incorporation  i 
passed  the  house  of  assembly  by  a majority  of  19  | 
votes,  and  will  also  pass  the  senate.  The  suspicion  j 
of  bribery,  noticed  in  our  last,  was  not  supported ; ^ 
and  the  house  passed  an  unanimous  vote  exculpating  . 
every  member  who  voted  for  the  bill  from  a suspi- 
cion of  corruption.  The  price  to  be  paid  for  the 
charter  is  given  in  page  17.  - The  great  aid  thereby 
afforded  to  the  magnificent  project  of  opening  a * 
communication  between  the  lakes  and  the  Atlantic  \ 
by  means  of  a canal,  has,  doubtless,  been  the  chief 
cause  of  the  success  of  the  application — a work 
that  can  have  no  parallel  on  the  globe,  if  duly  ac- 
complished, for  extensive  uiility. 

London,  and  many  places  in  the  interior  of 
England,  appear  to  he  in  a most  dreadful  state,  Jj 
from  murder^,  assassinations,  robberies  and  riots,  M 
caused,  no  doubt,  by  the  pressure  of  the  times. — \ 
Whole  families  have  been  cut  off  in  London,  and  - 
violent  robberies  are  committed  in  the  streets  in  ’ 
the  middle  of  the  day.  The  like  was  never  be-  • 
fore  heard  of*  though  the  government  is  most  active 
and  vigilant  to  preserve  the  public  safety.  The  / 
greater  part  of  Nottinghamshire  is  in  a state  of  in- 
surrectlon  ; the  pretence  is,  the  introduction  of  a 
certain  kind  of  weaving-frames  calculated  to  lessen 
manual  labor.  “ They  are  marshalled  and  disci- 
plined,” says  a Nottingham  paper,  “ like  a regular 
army,  and  are  commanded  by  a leader,  under  whose 
banners  they  swear  to  conquer  or  die  !”  Parties  of 
militia  are  marching  from  the  neighboring  coun- 
ties, the  military  force  in  Nottingham  being  insuf- 
ficient to  preserve  tranquility.  These  disturbances 
have  lasted  a considerable  time,  and  from  the  mise- 
rable state  of  the  poor  manufacturers  there  is  no 
calculating  when  or  where  they  will  end,  for  the 
people  appear  as  if  in  a state  of  literal  starvation. 

New- Hampshire. — The  election  for  governor  late- 
ly took  place  in  New*  Hampshire  ; all  the  returns 
are  not  yet  received,  but  the  great  probability  is 
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there  has  been  no  choice  by  the  people,  on  account 
of  the  scattering  votes,  chiefly  given  for  Mr.  Ijung- 
don , who  had  declined  to  serve.  Mr.  Plumer  is  sup 
ported  by  the  republicans,  and  Mr.  Gilman  by  the 
federalists.  In  case  neither  has  a majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes,  the  right  of  choice  devolves 
upon  the  legislature,  which  is  stated  to  have  a large 
majority  of  republican  members. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the 
union,  has  passed  the  house  of  representatives,  with 
a provision  to  include  within  the  limits  of  that  state 
so  much  of  the  West  Florida  territory  as  lies  west 
of  Pearl  river. 

A bill  with  the  same  title,  also  passed  its  third 
reading  in  the  senate.  (Nat.  Int. 

The  pope. — Upon  the  authenticity  of  the  follow- 
ing most  important  intelligence  the  public  may  con- 
fidently rely. — His  holiness  the  pope,  having  com- 
plied with  the  wishes  of  Bonaparte,  by  nominating 
to  the  vacant  bishoprics  in  France  and  its  depen- 
dencies, has  been  (reed  from  restraint  and  granted  a 
palace  at  Parma  in  Italy.  (London  paper. 

Spain — We  have  accounts  of  some  important  oc 
•currences  in  Spain  : — The  strong  fortifications  of 
Cmdad  Rodrigo  were  carried  by  assault  on  the  night 
of  the  19th  of  January,  after  a siege  of  12  days,  bv 
the  combined  British  and  Portuguese  armies,  under 
lord  Wellington.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  allies  that 
this  place  held  out  against  the  French,  under  Mas- 
sena,  for  76  days,  during  16  of  which  their  batteries 
were  opened.  In  the  assault  and  during  the  siege 
the  allies  are  stated  to  have  lost  1100  men  killed  and 
wounded,  among  whom  were  three  British  gene- 
rals, Mackinnon,  Crawford,  and  Vandelear,the  two 
former  killed.  Two  thousand  of  the  French  garri- 
son were  killed,  inand  after  the  assault,1700  were  tak- 
en prisoners. — As  was  anticipated,  Valentia  has  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  Sou.lt.  In  page  16,  the  defeat  of 
Plake  is  noticed,  after  which  he'shut  himself  up  in 
this  city — Soult  entered  it  the  latter  end  of  January, 
and  Blake  and  his  army  of  16,000  men  were  made 
prisoners. — It  is  further  stated  that  the  Cortes  have 
formed  a new  regency,  and  put  the  duke  del  Infan - 
tetdo  at  the  head  of  it;  which  has  given  great  confi- 
dence to  the  people.  The  siege  of  Cadiz  continues 
-ineffective.  Lord  Wellington  has  commenced  of- 
fensive operations  in  Spain,  and  said  to  have  greatly 
disconcerted  the  affairs  of  the  French,  who  contem- 
plated he  would  confine  himself  to  the  defence  of 
Portugal  only.  A violent  storm  commenced  here 
on  the  1st  of  reb.  arjd  lasted  three  days,  during 
which  upwards  of  100  vessels,  English  and  Amen 
can,  went  on  shore  on  the  French  side.  The  artil 
lery  and  stores  found  in  Ciudad  Rodiigo  are  given 
as  follows : 6 


Brass  twenty-four  pounders  113 

Cannon  balls  of  all  sizes  79,061 

Grape  shot  20,191 

Barrels  of  gun-powder  5,400 

Cartridges  500,000 

Carriages,  waggons,  &c.  - 107 

Muskets  with  their  bayonets  8,365 

t Musket  flints  361,760 

Battering ‘pieces  53 


And  a great  variety  of  other  stores. 


Sicily. — It  is  intimated  that  the  former  good 
understanding  between  Sicily  and  Great  Britain 
has  been  restored.  The  British  troops  on  that 
island  make  occasional  excursions  upon  theNeapo 
litan  coasts,  with  general  success. 

France  and  Russia. — Our  readers  will  recol 
lect  that  about  two  months  ago,  the  Austrian  go- 


verment  issued  an  order  directing  that  French 
troops  should  be  allowed  to  pass  through  the  Aus- 
trian territories,  and  that  provisions  and  other  ne- 
cessaries, should  be  afforded  them.  It  is  now  said, 
that  the  French  have  assembled  a powerful  force  on 
the  eastern  confines  of  Hungary,  and  that  in  the 
event  of  hostilities  with  Russ fa,  France  in  connec- 
tion with  an  Austrian  army,  will  come  on  the  rear 
of  the  Russian  army  on  the  Danube,  which  has 
been  fighting  the  Turks.  This  army,  it  is  thought, 
Bonaparte  will  attempt  to  seize,  and  thus  make 
Russia  subscribe  to  such  terms  as  he  may  choose  to 
dictate  to  her.  London  paper. 

Princely  wooings. — Thearchduke  Francis  of 
Austria,  first  cousin  of  the  Emperor,  has  iert 
Vienna  for  the  purpose  of  marrying  his  niece  the 
eldest  daughter  of  the  king  oi  Sardinia,  having 
obtained  permission  from  the  pope  to  set  aside  the 
laws  of  consanguinity.  The  archduke  is  35  years 
old — the  princess  29  ; and  said  to  be  a most  beauti- 
ful woman.  They  intend  to  take  up  their  residence 
in  England. 

“Spanish  America.”— A letter  from  Porto 
Rico  says — “ We  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  ar- 
rival of  a convoy  in  this  port  from  Cadiz  of  3,506 
troops  destined  to  Vera  Cruz,  they  stated  that  4000 
troops  were  ready  to  sail  for  the  province  of  Vene- 
zuela. 

February  13th,  the  10th  instant,  anchored  in  this 
port  a convoy  from  Cadiz  and  Corunna;  with  4000 
troops  destined  to  Caracas,  they  will  sail  without 
delay  on  the  t:0th  instant.” 

In  this  we  behold  the  ardent  “ patriotism ” and  libe- 
ral spirit  of  the  “ regency”  of  Spain  ! What  citizen 
of  America  can  refuse  his  best  wishes  for  the  suc- 
cess oi  endeavors  so  “ hah)  The  ivynisition  has 
been  destroyed  in  Venezuela,  and  the  “ insurgents” 
have  doubted  the  infallibility  of  kings — and  almost 
sacrilegiously  thinking  they  could  best  manage  their 
own  affairs,  they  adopted  a government  for  them- 
selves without  the  consent  of  the  huge  “ patriots” 
of  Cadiz!— Now  is  the  time  for  the  liberty-loving 
-English,  the  magnanimous  Portuguese  and  the  loy- 
al inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  to  unite  in  a 
crusade,  to  restore  “ order,  religion  and  law” 
to  the  fertile  regions  of  “ Spanish  America  !”— to 
be  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  “ gallant  struggle” 

to  resist  Bonaparte, the  “ tyrant  /” Let  all  unite 

in  hosannas  to  the  name  of  “glorious”  Ferdinand , 
and  cry — be  freedom  destroyed  ! 

But  to  quit  the  language  of  irony,  which  the  case 
so  justly  merits,  we  are  rather  pleased  than  offend- 
ed at  this  act  of  the  Cadiz  junta,  believing  it  will 
cement  and  consolidate  the  interests  and  feelings  of 
all  the  people  of  Venezuela,  &.c.  and  give  strength 
and  energy  to  the  new  governments.  The  enemy 
will  have  a wan n reception  ; and  hundreds  of  them, 
seeing  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  new 
world,  will  become  faithful  citizens,  and  gallant 
defenders  of  its  soil.  From  the  present  aspect  of 
affairs,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  United 
States  will  soon  acknowledge  th6  republics  of  south 
America,  as  free  sovereign  and  independent  states, 
if  so,  our  western  citizens  can  and'  toil/  give  such 
aid  to  the  patriots  of  Mexico,  as  may  enable  them  tu 
expel  their  bloody  tyrants.  It  would  be  a “ harvest 
of  glory,”  aye,  and  of  profit  too,  to  thehardy  repub- 
licans resident  beyond  the  Alleghanies  and  its 
success  would  open  a trade  for  themselves,  and  for 
their  fellow  citizens  of  the  Atlantic  states,  far  more 
lucrative  than  any  heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  United 
States  ; a vast  field  for  enterprise,  would  be  oper- 
ed,  and  we  naturally  should  enjoy  its  first  fruits. 
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.'.Ti.  '.7  mi." 

Governor  Tompkins  of  New-York,  has  issued  a 
proclamation  offering  $ 750  reward  for  the  appre- 
hension of  one  John  Martin,  charged  with  attempt 
ing  to  bribe  certain  members  of  the  New-York  le- 
gislature, to  induce  them  to  vote  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  six  million  bank. 

A manufactory  of  PINS,  as  it  seems,  on  a liberal 
scale,  has  been  established  at  New  York.  They 
are  said  to  be  equal  to  the  English. 

A HINT  FOR  THE  CONGRESS. : 

In  the  year  1778  the  king  of  Prussia  marched  in 
person  against  the  emperor,  at  the  head  of  200,0()0 
men.  His  motion  was  made  with  so  much  secrecy, 
that  it  was  not  known  till  carried  into  execution , as 
the  following  laconic  car dlelt  in  his  cabinet,  address- 
ed to  the  minister,  sufficiently  testifies  : 

“ You  will  find  money  enough  in  the  treasury 
for  the  public  supplies  ; I trust  in  God  I shall  not 
he  long  absent,  as  I am  only  gone  on  a small  excur- 
sion, in  order  to  teach  a young  gentleman  in  the 
neighborhood  his  military  exercise. 

FREDERIC.” 

London,  January , 28,  1812. 

Every  ship  of  war  fit  for  service  is  ordered  to  be 
got  ready.  Among  these  are  : — The  Albion,  Ra- 
millies,  Montagu,  and  Asia,  line  of  battleships  at 
Chatham.  The  Impregnable,  98 ; Superb  and  Ex- 
cellent, 74  ; Timon  and  Pomone,  38,  at  Portsmouth. 
The  Ocean,  98  ; Spencer,  74 ; Revolutionaire,  38  : 
and  Devastation,  bomb,  at  Woolwich.  The  Ne- 
mesis^  28  ; Savage  sloop,  and  Sentinel,  and  Olym- 
pia cutters,  at  Sheerness. 

The  late  governor  Craig  has  thus  bequeathed  his 
property. — To  the  earl  of  Harx'ington,  i£80,O00  ; 
to  colonel  Stanhope,  (the  earl  of  Harrington’s  bro- 
ther) =£5,000  ; and  to  the  duchess  of  Newcastle 
(sister  to  the  foregoing  legatee*)  =£5,000.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  he  has  left  his  fine  collection  of  pic- 
tures to  lord  H. 

House  of  Commons , January  24. 

America. — Mr.  Whitebread  asked  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer,  whether  he  had  any  objections 
to  the  publication  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  American  and  British  governments. 

Mr.  Perceval  said,  he  certainly  should  object  to 
such  publication,  until  some  decided  compromise 
had  taken  place. 

Mr.  Whitebread  then  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
take  an  early  opportunity  of  making  a motion  on 
this  subject. 

Orders  in  council — Mr.  Brougham  gave  no- 
tice, that  he  should,  after  the  removal  of  the  re- 
strictions from  the  prince  regent,  move,  that  an 
humble  address  be  presented  to  his  royal  highness, 
to  rescind  the  orders  in  council,  and  the  system  of 
licensing. 

It  is  expected  that  the  line  of  battje  ships  at  Ports 
mouth,  will  be  Ordered  to  take  a reinforcement  of 
troops  to  Portugal.  They  are  fitting  for  sea  with 
more  than  ordinary  celerity. 

Several  transports  are  going  to  the  Mediterranean 
with  the  Furieuse,  laden  with  ordinance  stores  of 
every  description  : amongst  which  20,000  stand  of 
arms,  10,000  sabres,  1000  barrels  of  powder,  and 
a great  quantity  of  ball  cartridge,  form  a part.  The 
transports  go  direct  to  Minorca.  The  arms  it  is  un- 
derstood, are  intended  for  a legion  of  Greeks,  which 
is  raising  in  the  Ionian  Isles,  and  for  the  Spaniards 
in  Catalonia. 

The  following  i!s  a statement  of  the  arms  shipped 
from  the  Tower,  for  Spain  and  Portugal,  to  the  31st 


December  Spain  337,000  muskets,  4,600  carbines 
8600  pistols,  101,000  sets  of  infantry  accoutrements, 

50.000. 000  ball  cartaidges,  8,500,000  lead  balls, 
35,900  powder  barrels.  Portugal,  434,008  muskets, 
600  carbines,  21,209  rifles,  6900  pistols ,50,000  sets  of 
accoutrements,  11,607,000  ball  cartridges,  60,000 
lead  balls,  and  30,000  powder  barrels. 

From  the  London  Corn  ier. 

Mr.  Porter’s  description  of  the  views  and  feelings 
of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  in  the  Ameri- 
can house  of  representatives,  is  insufficiently  war- 
like. There  are  hard  words  and  blustering  me- 
naces. The  worthy  interpreter  of  the  committee 
seems  to  act  upon  the  advice  of  sir  Toby  in  the 
play — “ And  as  thou  draw’st  swear  horribly  ; for  it 
comes  to  pass  oft,  that  a terrible  oath,  with  a swag- 
gering accent  sharply  twang’d  off,  gives  manhood 
more  approbation  than  even  proof  itself  could  have 
earned  him.”  We  are  threatened  with  a naval  war  ! 
The  American  navy  is  to  destroy  our  trade  with  the 
colonies  ! They  hold  a sword  over  our  resources 
that  will  cut  them  to  the  quick  ! Canada  is  to  yield 
to  their  arms,  and  a country  from  which  we  import 

600.000. 000  (125  millions  sterling  ! such  is  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Porter  ! ! !)  is  to  be  conquered  at 
once. 

According  to  the  American  committee,  it  is  to  be 
a war  of  unvarying  success  and  glory  to  the  United 
States,  and  of  constant  defeat  and  ruin  to  Great 
Britain — For  Mr.  Porter  never  hints  at  the  possibi- 
lity of  reverses  to  his  own  country.  He  never 
thinks  it  possible  that  every  American  ship  may  be 
swept  from  the  ocean;  her  harbours  blockaded  ; — 
her  commerce  ruined  altogether.  A more  noisy, 
silly,  blustering  speech — a speech  more  unstates- 
man-like we  never  read.  But  perhaps  the  Ameri- 
can committee  meant  little  more  than  to  bully.  Mr. 
Porter  is  against  entering  into  the  war  prematurely 
— Aye,  take  council  again  ; second  thoughts  will 
be  best.  If  America  spreads  the  cloth,  we  may 
furnish  some  dishes  to  the  feast  which  her  guests 
may  not  relish. 

^•The  Courier  is  the  chief  ministerial  paper, 
j Ed.  Reg, 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Thursday , March , 26. — Mr.  Seaver  presented  the 
report  and  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts relative  to  supplying  the  Indians  with 
blankets  and  the  army  with  clothing.  Referred  to 
the  secretary  of  war. 

Mr.  Wright  from  the  committee  of  conference 
appointed  on  the  p*rt  of  the  house  to  confer  with  a 
similar  committee  of  the  senate  on  the  disagreement 
of  the  two  houses  on  the  quarter  master’s  bill,  made 
a report,  which  was  confirmed  by  the  house  and 
thus  the  bill  has  passed  both  houses. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  exchanging  a lot  of  ground 
in  New  Orleans  for  one  belonging  to  the  Ursuline 
Nuns,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wright  called  for  his  bill  respecting  American, 
seamen.  Refused. 

The.  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
general  Breckenridge  in  the  chair,  on  the  patent- 
bill.  The  question  pending  before  the  committee 
was,  on  extending  the  time  of  holding  a patent  from 
fourteen  to  twenty-one  years. 

[The  proceedings  thereon  will  be  noticed  hereafc. 
ter ; no  decision  was  had.] 


. “ The  History  of  the  Invasion  of  Portugal  by 
Bonaparte,”  is  laid  off  for  next  week. 
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Interesting  British  papers,  &c. 

Letter  from  the  prince  regent  to  the  duke  of  fork. 

w My  dearest  Brother,—"  As  the  restrictions  on  the  exercise  of 
the  royal  authority  will  shortly  expire,  when  I must  make  my 
arrangements  for  the  future  administration  of  the  powers  with 
which  I am  invested,  I think  it  right  to  communicate  these  senti- 
ments which  I was  withheld  from  expressing  at  an  earlier  period  of 
the  session,  by  my  warmest?  desire,  that  the  expected  motion  on 
the  affairs  of  Irelaud  might  undergo  the  deliberate  discussion  of 
parliament,  unmixed  with  any  other  consideration. 

“ I think  it  hardly  necessary  to  call  your  recollection  to  the 
recent  circumstances  under  which  I assumed  the  authority  delega- 
ted to  me  by  parliament.  At  a moment  of  unexampled  difficulty 
and  danger,  I was  called  upon  to  make  a selection  of  persons  to 
whom  I should  entrust  the  functions  of  the  executive  govern- 
ment. My  sense  of  duty  to  our  royal  father,  solely  decided  that 
choice ; and  every  private  feeling  gave  way  to  considerations  which 
admit  of  no  doubt  or  hesitation.— I trust.!  acted  in  that  respect  as 
the  genuine  representative  of  the,  august  person  whose  functions  I 
was  appointed  to  discharge,  anti  I have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  such  was  the  opinion  of  persons,  for  whose  judgment  and 
honorable  feelings  I entertain  the  highest  respect  in  various  instan- 
ces as  you  well  know.  When  the  law  of  the  last  session  left  me  at 
full  liberty,  I waved  any  personal  gratification,  in  order  that  his 
majesty  might  resume,  on  his  restoration  to  health,  every  power 
and  prerogative  belonging  to  his  crown.  I certainly  am  the  last 
person  in  the  kingdom  to  whom  it  can  be  permitted  to  despair  of 
our  royal  father's  recovery.  A new  era  is  now  arrived,  and  I 
cannot  but  reflect  with  satisfaction,  on  the  events  which  have  dis- 
tinguished the  short  period  of  my  regency.— Instead  of  suffering 
in  the  loss  of  her  possessions  by  the  gigantic  force  which  has  been 
employed  against  them.  Great  Britain  has  added  most  important 
acquit  ions  to  her  empire.  The  national  faith  has  been  preserved 
inviolable  towards  our  allies ; and  if  character  is  strength  as  applied 
to  a nation,  the  increased  and  increasing  reputation  of  his  majes- 
ty’s arms  will  shew  to  the  nations  of  the  continent  how  much  they 
may  achieve  when  animated  by  a glorious  spirit  of  resistance  to  a 
foreign  yoke.  In  the  critical  situation  of  the  war  in  the  peninsula, 
I shall  be  most  anxious  to  avoid  any  measure  which  can  lead  my 
allies  to  suppose  that  I mean  to  depart  from  the  present  system.— 
Perseverance  alone  can  achieve  the  great  object  in  question  ; and 
I cannot  withhold  my  approbation  from  those  who  have  honorably 
distinguished  themselves  in  support  of  it.  I have  no  predilection 
to  indulge— no  resentment  to  gratify— no  objects  to  attain  but  such 
as  are  common  to  the  whole  empire.  If  such  is  the  leading  prin- 
ciple of  ray  conduct— and  I can  appeal  to  the  past  as  evidence  of 
what  the  future  will  be— I flatter  myself  I shall  meet  with  the 
support  of  parliament,  aud  of  a candid  raid  enlightened  nation. 
Having  made  the  communication  of  my  sentiments  in  this  new 
and  extraordinary  crisis  of  our  affairs,  I cannot  conclude  without 
expressing  the  gratification  I should  feel,  if  some  of  those  persons 
with  whom  the  early  habits  of  my  life  were  formed,  would  strength- 
en ray  hands  and  constitute  a part  of  ray  government.  With  such 
.support,  and  sided  by  a vigorous  and  united  administration,  formed 
efi  the  most  liberal  basis,  I shall  look  with  additional  confidence  to  a 
prosperous  issue  of  the  most  arduous  contest  in  which  Britain  was 
ever  engaged.  You  are  authorised  to  communicate  these  sentiments 
to  lord  Grey,  who,  I have  no  doubt,  will  make  iVtn  known  to 
lord  Grenville. 

“Iam  always,  my  dearest  Frederick,  your  ever  affectionate 
brother,  (Signed)  GEORGE  P.  R. 

“ Carlton-House,  February  13, 1812. 

“ P.  S.— I shall  send  a copy  of  this  letter  immediately  to  Mr. 
Perceval.” 

Letter  of  lords  Grey  and  Grenville  in  answer  to  the  above:— 

“ February  15,  1812. 

“ Sir,— We  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  express  to  your  royal  high- 
ness  our  dutiful  acknowledgments  of  the  gracious  and  condescend- 
ing manner  in  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  communicate 
to  us  the  letter  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  on  the  sul)- 
jrct  of  the  arrangements  to  be  now  made  for  the  future  adminis- 
tration  of  the  public  nffaii-s,  and  we  take  the  liberty  of  availing 
(ourselves  of  your,,  gracious  permission,  to  address  to  your  roval 
highness  in  this  form  what  has  occurred  to  us  in  consequence' of 
that  communication.  The  prince  regent,  after  expressing  to  your 
royal  highness  in  that  litter  his  sentiments  on  various  public  mat- 
ters, has  in  the  concluding  paragraph,  condescended  to  intimate 
Lis  wish,  that  some  of  those  persons  with  whom  the  euriv  habits 
cl  his  life  were  formed  would  strengthen  his  roval  highness’s 
hards,  and  constitute  a part  of  his  government : and  his  royal 
highness  is  pleased  to  add,  that  with  such  support,  aided  by  a 
rigorous  and  united  administration,  formed  ou  the  most  liberal 
fcasis,  he  wouldlook  with  additional  confidence  to  a prosperous  issue 
of  the  most  arduous  contest  in  which  Britain  has  even  been  engag- 
ed- On  the  other  parts  of  his  royal  highness’s  letter  we  do  not 
jprwame  to  offer  any  okwrrattibiis , but  in  Ibe  concTudmg  para- 
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graph,  in  so  far  as  we  may  venture  to  suppose  ourselves  included 
in  the  gracious  wish  which  it  express ses,  we  owe  it,  in  obedience 
and  duty  to  his  royal  highness,  to  explain  ourselves  With  frankness 
and  sincerity.  We  beg  leave  most  earnestly  to  assure  his  royal 
highness,  that  no  sacrifices,  except  those  of  honor  and  duty,  couid 
appear  to  us  too  great  to  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  healing  the 
divisions  of  our  country,  and  unite  both  its  government  and  its 
people.  All  personal  exclusions  we  entirely  disclaim:  we  rtsion 
public  measures ; and  it  is  on  this  ground  alone  that  we  must  ex- 
press, without  reserve,  the  impossibility  of  onr  uniting  with  che 
present  government.  Our  differences  of  opinion  are  too  many  and 
too  important  to  admit  of  such  an  union.  His  royal  highiiwss  w ill, 
we  are  confident,  do  us  the  justice  to  remember,  that  we  have 
twice  already  acted  on  this  impression ; in  1809,  on  the  proposition 
then  made  to  us  under  his  majesty’s  authority,  and  last  year, when 
his  royal  highness  was  pleased  to  require  our  advice  respecting  the 
formation  of  a new  government.  The  reasons  which  we  then 
humbly  submitted  to  him  are  strengthened  by  the  increasing  dan-* 
gers  of  the  times ; nor  has  there,  down  to  the  present  moment, 
appeared  even  any  approximation  towards  such  an  agreement  ofi 
opinion  on  the  public"  interests,  as  can  alone  form  a basis  lor  the 
honorable  union  of  parties  previously  opposed  to  each  oilier.  Into 
the  detail  of  those  differences  we  are  unwilling  to  enter  ; they 
embrace  almost  all  the  leading  features  of  the  present  polity  of 
the  empire  ; hut  his  royal  highness  lias,  himself,  been  pleased  to 
advert  to  the  late  deliberations  of  parliament  on  the  affairs  of 
Ireland.  The  subject  is  above  all  others,  important  in  itself!  and 
connected  with  the  most  pressing  dangers.  Far  from  concurring  ii* 
the  sentiments  which  his  majesty’s  ministers  lane  on  that  occa- 
sion, so  recently  expressed,  we  entertain  opinions  directly  opposite ; 
we  are  firmly  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  a total  change  in  tlxe 
present  system  of  that  country,  and  of  the  immediate  repeal  of 
those  civil  disabilities  under  which  so  large  a portion  ofliis  majesty’s 
subjects  still  labor  on  account  of  their  religious  opinions.  To  re- 
commend to  parliament  this  repeal,  is  the  first  advice  which  it 
would  be  our  duty  to  offer  to  his  royal  highness,  could  we  even  far 
the  shortest  time,"  make  ourselves  responsible  for  any  farther  de- 
lay in  the  prospect  of  a measure,  without  which  we  could  entertain 
no  hope  of  rendering  ourselves  useful  to  his  royal. highness,  or  to 
the’eountry.  We  have  only  farther  to  beg  your  royal  highness  to 
convey  to  the  prince  regent,  the  expression  of  our  warmest  wisltes 
for  whatever  may  best  promote  the  ease,  honor  raul  advantage  of 
his  royal  highness’s  government,  and  the  success  of  his,  endeavors 
for  the  public  welfare.  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  8cc. 

(Signed)  « GREY. 

a GRENVILLE*” 

To  Ms  royal  highness  the  duke  of  York. 

Letter  of  the  prince  regent  tv  Mr.  Perceval , dated  Carlton  Housd 
February  4,  1812, 

The  prince  of  Wales  considers  the  moment  to  be  arrived  which 
calls  for  his  decision  with  respect  to  the  person  to  be  employed  by 
him  in  the  admiiiistration  of  the  executive  government  of  the 
country,  according  to  the  powers  vested  in  him  by  the  bill  passed 
by  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  aud  now  on  tke'peint  of  veedr . 
ing  the  sanction  of  the  great  seal. 

The  prince  feels  it  incumbent  upon  him,  at  the  present  junc- 
ture, to  communicate  to  Mr.  Perceval  his  intention  not  to  remove 
from  their  stations  those  whom  he  finds  there,  as  his  majesty's 
official  servants.  At  the  same  time,  the  pridee  owes  it  to  the  truth 
and  sincerity  of  his  character,  which,  he  trusts,  will  appear  iu  every 
action  ofliis  life,  in  .whatever  situation  placed,  explicitly  to  declare 
tliat  the  irresistible  impulse  of  filial  duty  ano  affection  to  ids  be- 
loved and  afflicted  father,  leads  him'  to  dread  that  j>ov  act  of  the 
regent  might,  in  the  smallest  degree,  have  the  effect  of  interfering 
with  the  progress  of  his  sovereign’s  recover}-.  Tliis  consideration 
alone  dictates  the  decision  now  communicated  to  Mr.  Perceval. 

Having  thus  performed  an  act  of  indispensable  dptv,  from  a just 
sense  of  what  is  due  to  his  own  consistency  and  bond*.  the  prince 
has  only  (o  add,  that  among  the  nfeuy  blessings  tobe  derived  from 
his'  majesty’s  restoration  to  health  and  to  the  personal  exercise  of 
his  rojal  functions,  it  will  not,  in  the  prince’s  estimation,  he  the 
least,  that  that  most  fortunate  event  will  at  once  rescue  him  from  a 
situation  of  unexampled  embarrassment,  and  put  an  er.d  to  a state 
of  affairs,  ill  calculated,  he  fears,  to  sustain  the  interests  of  the 
kingdom,  in  this  awful  and  perilous  crisis,  and  most  difficult  to  be 
reconciled  to  the  genuine  principles  of  the  British  constitution. 


Orders  in  Council. 

In  the  English  house  of  commons  on  the  13th  of  February,  Mr* 
Wliitebreaa  brought  forward  his  nromised  motion  for  the  produc- 
tion of  papers  relating  to  the  orders  in  council.  Mr.  W.  in  hj« 
speech  entered  into  a discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  orders,  and  of 
their  bearing  upon  America. 

Mr.  Perceval  (the  premier)  replied  to  Mr.  Whitebrcad.  From  th  » 
declaration  of  the  minister  in  his  speech,  we  have  no  hope  of  the 
repeal  of  the  orders  in  couzicil.  The  following  are  extracted  fjr  ka 
the  speech* 
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Mr.  Perceval  said,  “ he  agreed  with  the  lion.  gcutlefnan  (Mr. 
MTutebread)  m considering  the  subject  as  one  of  extreme  impor- 
tance to  us,  whither  it  was  this  country  that  should  be  forced  into 
a war  (if  war  could  not  be  avoided)  bv  America,  or  whether  the  war 
should  proceed  1'rom  any  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  British  go- 
vernment. He  must,  however,  always  maintain,  that  as  to  the 
spirit  of  conciliation  always  professed  in  the  diplomatic  correspon- 
dence between  the  two  countries,  it  was  most  sincere  upon  our  part. 
The  government  was  alive  to  all  the  advantages  of  reconciliation 
with  America;  but  still  they  felt  it  their  imperious  duty  not  to 
abandon  those  maritime  rights  which  this  country  had  ever  main- 
tained, and  winch,  if  once  relinquished,  would  leave  the  country  but 
Mule  more  to  give  up.” 

Again—' “ He  thought  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  original 
measure  in  1806,  ( Mr.  Fox’s  blockade)  ought  not  now  to  be  the 
persons  to  raise  their  voice  against  the  justice  and  policy  of  the 
measures  since  pursued.  He  should  be  at  all  times  ready  to  maintain 
that,  they  were  consistent  with  justice  and  policy,  and  with  the  re- 
lation which  states  bear  to  each  other,  in  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances in  which  the  world  is  placed  at  the  present  moment.  When 
*»e  bon.  gentlemau  talked  of  mercantile  distress,  and  attributed  it 
all  to  the  orders  in  council,  he  mast  positively  deny  that  it  was 
occasioned  by  those  measures : on  the  contrary',  it  was  owing  to  them 
that  the  distress  was  not  much  greater.  It  was  to  what  was 
tailed  the  continental  system  that  this  mercantile  distress  was 
owing ; and  this  system  had  been  much  controlcd  and  cheeked  in 
its  progress  by  the  orders  in  council.  As  the  hon.  gentleman  has  pro- 
fessed not  now  to  enter  into  the  argument  of  the  j usiice  and  police  of 
measures,  he  should  also  content  himself  with  just  glancing,  as’  he 
had  done,  at  the  reasons  which  made  him  consider  them  neither 
unjust  nor  impolitic.  He  deprecated  hostilities  with  America  (if  they 
could  be  avoided)  as  much  as  any  man  ; for  he  agreed  with  the  hon. 
gentleman,  in  believing  that  the  true  prosperity  of  America  would 
produce  the  prosperity  of  Britain  ; and  t hat  there  was  much  greater 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  wealth  of  America,  in  a friendly 
commerce,  than  could  be  expected  from  provoking  ner  to  war. — 
Under  these  impressions,  he  thought  that  peace  should  be  main- 
tained and  preserved  as  long  as  it  could  be  preserved,  without  aban- 
doning those  maritime  rights  which  the  country  had  always  claimed 
and  exercised.  But  although  he  saw  great  evil  in  a war  with  Ame- 
rica, yet  he  could  uot  conceive  it  an  evil  of  so  great  a magnitude  as 
It  appeared  to  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  looked  to  it  as  likely  to 
produce  the  ruin  of  the  British  empire.  No  one  circumstance 
would  he  found  in  all  the  papers  between  America  and  France, 
which  shewed  the  least  intention  of  diminishing  in  any  manner  the 
real  effect  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  The  continental  system 
was  to  be  preserved  in  all  its  force,  and  there  was  not  be  the  slightest 
relaxation,  in  favor  of  this  country,  of  a single  point  of  it,  even  if 
it  should  consent  to  abandon  the  orders  in  council. 

Mr.  Perceval  concluded  by  observing— 14  the  honorable  gentle- 
man seemed  to  think,  that  the  correspondence  between  the  two 
countries  was  now  finally  closed,  and  that,  therefore,  there  could 
be  no  danger  in  their  production.  Hi , for  his  part,  hoped  that  the 
correspondence  w'as  not  finally  closed ; and  while  a hope  of  that 
sort  remained,  however  slight,  he  would  wish  to  cherish  it,  and  do 
nothing  which  could  increase  irritation.  He  thought  it  possible 
that  there  were  points  in  those  discusisons  which  might  still  be 
brought  to  a favorable  issue,  and  which  could  hardly  be  expected 
if  those  matters  were  publicly  discussed  in  that  house.  He  was 
extremely  desirous  to  believe  that  the  final  issue  might  be  different 
from  what  appeared  by  the  present  state  of  tilings,  and  therefore,  he 
did  not  ice!  i.ihmelf  ai  liberty  to  go  freely  into  such  a discussion 
until  the  final  determination.  There  were  many  points  in  the 
conduct  of  America  which  he  could  not  now  characterize  by  those 
epithets  that  he  would  conceive  himself  justified  in  using,  if  an 
amicable  settlement  of  these  points  became  impossible.” 

For  the  motion  23— against  it  13 


The  city  of  London. 

FROM  “THE  PUBLIC  CAUSE”  OF  DEC.  25. 

W Either  the  wearied  eye  turns  to  survey  the  po 
litlcal  horizon,  the  most  gloomy  and  heart-rending 
prospects  offer  themselves  to  your  distracted  sight. 
From  the  prince  to  the  peasant,  in  the  palace  and 
the  cottage,  the  lofty  metropolis  and  the  humble 
village,  all  is  misery,  desolation,  and  despair.  An 
aged  and  in  Armed  monarch,  wasting  and  pining; 
under  a hopeless  and  an  incurable  malady,  bereit 
of  reason,  and  fast  verging  to  the  grave  ; — a prince 
regent,  who  either  does  not  comprehend  his  duties, 
or  declines  to  interfere  in  the  management  of  pub- 
lic affairs  and  an  administration,  given  to  us, 
as  it  would  seem,  like  the  awful  visitations  of  of- 
fended Heaven  to  be  the  scourge  and  curse  of  an 
afflicted  and  forsaken  people.  Day  succeeds  to 
day,  yet  brings  with  it  no  allevation  of  our  heavy 
b rthens — no  remission  of  our  constant  toils.  The 
miseries  of  a superabundant  and  starving'  p >pula- 
tion  become  too  great  to  be  stiffed  or  enJured  ; 
and,  aggravated  by  pernicious  examples,  begin  at 
length  to  shew  themselves  in  a eh  of  the  wildest 


furv  and  desperation;  while  robbery, -rape,  uiurv 
der,  and  assassination,  stalk  in  open  day-hgbt 
through  our  streets,  and  seek  us  even  in  our  peace- 
ful homes.  Scarcely  had  we  time  to  breathe  after 
the  late  dreadful  murder  committed  upon  a respect- 
able and  unoffending  family,  and  to  rouse  the  tardy 
vigilance  of  government  to  a consideration  of  the 
afflicting  subject,  before  our  feelings  are  again  out- 
raged and  our  sympathy  awakened  by  the  perpe- 
tration of  another  murder  more  horrible,  if  possi- 
ble, than  the  fust  ! A whole  family  are  inhumanly 
butchered  in  their  own  house  in  the  very  same 
neighborhood,  and  perhaps  by  the  same  gang  of 
ruffians  who  have  escaped  undiscovered  and  with 
impunity  after  the  commission  of  their  crimes  1 
And  this,  too,  in  defiance  of  a police  so  numerous 
and  so  liberally  paid  by  the  nation  for  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty  ! 

How  comes  it  that  ever}'  other  offence  so  soon 
awakens  their  vigilance,  and  ensures  its  speedy  de- 
tection? can  the  smuggler,  the  swindler,  the  forger 
of  bank  notes,  the  coiner  and  utterer  of  base  mo- 
ney, nay,  even  the  purchasers  of  guineas,  be  traced 
even  into  distant  parts  of  the  country,  and  hunted 
out  of  the  most  obscure  and  private  recesses,  and 
yetTthe  Murderer  alonf.  elude  their  active  pursuit, 
lie  concealed  in  impenetrable  secrecy  and  disguise? 
And  to  what,  let  us  ask,  are  these  savage  barbarities 
to  be  chiefly  attributed  but  to  the  dreadful  necessi- 
ties of  the  times,  which,  didving  men  to  frantic 
despair,  tempt  them  for  a precarious  subsistence, 
to  invade  their  neighbors’  properties  and  lives. 

See  to  what  a pass  this  country  is  now  brought 
— and  woe  to  those  ministers  that  have  brought 
to  this  wretched  state  ! — Alarming  riots  are  break- 
ing out  in  various  parts  of  the  country  ; and  un- 
less immediate  relief  be  administered,  and  their  fur- 
ther progress  be  checked,  the  flame  of  insurrection 
bids  fair  to  spread  throughout  the  land  .'-—Gracious 
Heaven? — and  are  We  still  supine. — “ can  we  not 
awake  but  for  one  hour?” — Shall  we  stay  to  yield 
on  threats  to  the  midnight  assassin,  and  suffer  our 
wives  and  children  to  be  destroyed  in  their  beds  ? — 
Our  blood  freezes*  at  the  bare  imagination,  and  the 
pen  falls  from  our  trembling  hands ! 

One  word  more  and  we  have  done  : — Our  situa- 
tion is  too  terrible  to  admit  of  trifling.  If  the  go- 
vernment is  indifferent  to  our  miseries  and  cannot 
or  will  not  employ  the  ample  means  entrusted  to  its 
disposal,  for  the  preservation  of  our  lives  and  pro- 
perties, self  defence  is  the  first  law  of  nature,  and 
the  people  will  protect  themselves  ! 


Biographical. 

The  following  article  is  extracted  from  a scarce 
work  entitled  “ Biographical,  literary  and  politi- 
cal anecdotes,”1  &c.  published  at  London  in  1797. 
Its  claims  to  notice  are  founded  on  the-  important 
era  it  establishes,  as  to  the  liberty  of  the  press.- — 
Before  this,  the  speeches  in  parliament  were 
printed  in  disguise.  For  instance — they  were 
called  “ debates  in  a political  club,”  and  the 
speakers’  names  concealed  from  legal  jurisdic- 
tion, in  a curious  manner:  Thus,  “ Junius  Bru 
tus — W — P — was  made  to  represent  William 
Pitt,  afterwards  earl  of  Chatham,  &.C. 

LATE  EARL  OF  MARCH  MONT. 
Origin  of  the  present,  manner  of  printing  the  debates 
in  parliament 

There  is  not  any  thing  in  the  character  of  this 
nobleman  that  could  entitle  him  to  any  distinction 
amongst  great  men.  He  possessed  some  qualities 
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of  a peculiar  kind,  which  produced  consequences 
he  never  intended.  To  him  the  public  are  in- 
debted for  an  interesting  species  of  information, 
which  it  was  his  ardent  and  anxious  wish  to  pre- 
vent : therefore  there  is  no  obligation  due  to  his 
memory,  for  the  benefit  which  his  illiberality  pro- 
duced. The  fact  and  the  circumstances  are  wor- 
thy of  explanation,  because  they  form  an  epoch  in 
the  history  of  Great  Britain. 

During  the  time  of  Mr.  Wilkes*  exile,  (1764?)  he 
corresponded  with  his  friends  in  England,  and  to 
one  of  these  he  sent  a jeu  d’esprit,  consisting  of  the 
following  words  : 

In  the  press,  the  parallel ; or  the  two  dukes  of  Bed- 
ford ; John,  regent  of  France,  and  John,  tke  embas- 
sador ; with  letters  and  anecdotes. 

Rigfht  tall  he  made  himself  for  shew, 

Tho’  made  full  short  by  God  : 

And  when  ail  other  dukes  did  bow. 

This  duke  did  only  nod.  Swift. 

To  which  is  added  a supplement,  which  continues 
the  story  to  the  present  ttme. 

The  person  to  whom  this  jue  d’esprit  was  sent, 
caused  it  to  be  printed  in  the  London  Evening- Post. 
Next  day,  lord  Marchmont  complained  of  it  in  the 
house  of  lords,  stating  that  it  was  a breach  of  pri- 
vilege. The  printer  was  ordered  to  attend  the 
house,  and  was  fined  a hundred  pounds,  besides 
fees,  which  amounted  to  between  thirty  and  forty 
pounds  more. 

Lord  Marchmont  was  in  the  habit  of  frequent- 
ly complaining  to  the  house  of  lords  upon  every  fri- 
volous matter,  which  he  called  breaches  of  privi- 
lege. The  printer  of  the  Gazetteer  (Say)  was 
brought  upon  his  knees  before  the  house,  for  only 
saying  in  his  paper,  that  the  thanks  of  the  house 
had  been  given  to  sir  Edward  Hawke  for  his  victo- 
ry over  Conflans  in  the  month  of  November,  1759. 

He  sedulously  examined  the  news  papers  every 
day,  with  the  ardor  that  a hawk  prowls  for  prey. — 
Whenever  he  found  any  lord’s  name  printed  in  any 
paper,  he  immediately  made  a motion  in  the  house 
against  the  printer,  for  a breach  of  privilege.  The 
usual  fine  was  one  hundred  pounds  for  each  offence. 
In  one  day  he  levied  five  hundred  pounds.  Two 
hundred  pounds  from  one  man,  ^Baldwin.)  The 
practice,  at  length,  became  alarming  ; and  some 
members  of  the  house  of  commons,  particularly 
Mr.  Serjeant  Hewitt,  afterwards  lord  Lifford  and 
chancellor  of  Ireland,  began  to  entertain  thoughts 
of  making  a motion  in  parliament  upon  it.  The 
practice  and  conduct  of  lord  Marchmont  was  be 
come  equivalent  to  the  lords  levying  monev.  As 
soon  as  lord  Mansfield,  who  had  been  lord  March- 
mont’s  coadjutor  and  adviser  in  this  business,  was 
informed  of  Mr.  Hewitt’s  design,  he  stopped  lord 
Marchmont.  But  the  person  who  had  smarted  for 
for  Mr.  Wilkes’  jeu  d’esprit,  had  not  forgot  the 
circumstance,  and  as  soon  as  opportunity  occurred, 
the  matter  was  treated  with  proper  attention. 

In  the  year  1771,  some  detached  and  loose  ac- 
counts of  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  were 
printed  in  the  newspapers.  Colonel  George  On- 
slow, in  the  house  of  commons,  complained  of 
them  as  breaches  of  privilege.  The  printers  were 
ordered  to  attend  the  house,  which  several  of  them 
did  ; they  begged  pardon,  and  promised  not  to  of- 
fend again.  But  the  printer  of  the  London  Even 
ing  Post,  who  was  complained  of  with  the  others, 
refused  to  attend  ; upon  which  he  was  ordered  to 
taken  into  custody.  As  this  was  foreseen,  it  was 
previously  concerted  with  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  this  time 
an  alderman  of  London,  that  if  the  messenger  of 
the  house  of  commons  attempted  to  take  the  printer 
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by  force,  the  printer  was  to  charge  him  with  an 
assault,  and  take  him  into  custody  ; for  which  pur- 
pose a constable  was  in  waiting.  The  thing  hap- 
pened as  it  was  foreseen.  The  messenger  came, 
and  insisted  upon  taking  the  printer  away.  The 
constable  appeared,  and  took  the  messenger  to  the 
Mansion  house;  where  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  lord  may-* 
or,  (Crosby)  and  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver,  were  in 
readiness.  The  printer  made  his  complaint  of  the 
messenger  having  assaulted  him,  and  the  messen- 
ger was  on  the  point  of  being  committed,  when  ha. 
was  bailed  by  the  deputy  serjeant  at  arms.  The 
house  of  commons  afterwards  sent  the  lord  mayor, 
and  Mr.  Oliver  to  the  tower,  where  they  received 
innumerable  deputations  from  different  bodies,  with 
thanks  for  their  conduct.  Mr.  Wilkes  they  did 
not  chuse  to  meddle  with. 

From  the  spirit  of  the  people  sfiewn  at  this  time, 
parliament  saw  that  the  prudent  measure  was  to 
give  up  the  contest.  And  from  that  time,  the  de- 
bates and  proceedings  of  parliament  have  been  con- 
stantly and  regularly  printed  in  the  daily  news-pa- 
pers. This  circumstance  gives  to  the  history  of 
the  age  a very  important  advantage,  derived  from, 
the  peevishness  and  petulence  of  lord  Marchmont. 


Legislature  of  New- York. 

[The  advantages  that  will  result  to  the  state  are  so 
brilliant  in  prospect,  that  on  a liberal  view  of  the 
subject,  we  have  been  rather  disposed  to  wish  the 
“ Bank  of  America ” might  receive  an  act  of  in- 
corporation. But  as  our  opinion  does  ascertain 
the  policy  or  propriety  of  that  measure — and  be- 
ing desired  by  a respectable  gentleman  in  the 
state  of  New-York  (where  we  have  many  sub- 
scribers) to  give  place  to  Mr.  Taylor’s  speech 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  same,  we  are  induced  to  do  so  as  well 
from  the  great  quantity  of  valuable  information 
it  contains,  in  several  departments  of  polity,  as 
from  our  willingness  to  oblige — its  matter  being 
calculated  for  general  perusal. 

The  bill,  as  observed  in  a previous  number  of  the 
Register,  passed  the  assembly,  by  a consider- 
able majority.  On  Wednesday  week  a motion  to 
reject  it  was  lost  in  the  senate — ays  13,  nays  15. 
On  Friday  following  governor  Tompkins  pro- 
rogued the  legislature  until  the  28th  of  May, 
in  order,  we  are  told,  to  ascertain  the  public 
sentiment  through  the  intervening  elections,, 
on  this  momentous  matter.  We  do  not  recollect 
that  the  prorogation  of  another  legislature  has 
taken  place,  in  any  of  the  states,  since  their  present 
organization. 

We  will  cheerfully  give  place  to  a reply,  having  a 
common  interest  like  the  speech  before  us. 

[EpiT. 

Mr.  Taylor’s  Speech. 

Mr.  Chairman — When  the  bill  to  incorporate, 
the  stockholders  of  the  bank  of  Utica  was  upon 
vour  table,  I had  occasion  to  mention  some  of  the 
most  prominent  objections  against  incorporating 
further  banking  capital,  particularly  at  this  time  ;• 
I shall  not  recur  to  the  arguments  advanced  on  that 
discussion.  This  house  have  decided  that  a bank 
is  necessary  at  Utica,  and  in  that  decision  I am 
bound  to  acquiesce.  But  it  was  then,  and  is  now 
admitted  by  the  bank  advocates  that  there  is  a point 
beyond  which,  in  the  incorporation  of  banking  in- 
stitutions, it  would  be  ruinous  Lo  proceed,  Tffks 
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we  have  already  arrived  at  that  point  and  are  nowi 
standing  on  the  brink  of  a precipice,  I hope  to  con- 
vince this  committee. Banks  are  necessary  in 

commercial  countries  only — they  create  a fictitious 
capital  always  important,  and  sometimes  indispen- 
sable to  commercial  enterprise.  Thev  enable  the 
merchant  to  anticipate  the  proceeds  of  a purchase  or 
shipment,  and  frequently  serve  to  produce  an  equa 
libation  of  mercantile  profit  amongst  men  whose 
individual  resources  are  very  unequal.  They  create 
a competition  in  market  equally  beneficial  to  the 
farmer  and  manufacturer,  and  have  contributed 
largely  to  produce  the  unparalleled  prosperity 
and  improvement  of  this  country.  But,  sir,  these 
benefits  restilt  from  banks  so  long  only  as  paper  cur- 
rency is  held  in  public  estimation  equivalent  to  the 
legal  coin  of  the  country.  Whenever  bank  bills 
become  depreciated,  they  do  not  only  cease  to  be 
beneficial,  but  produce  effects  the  most  destructive 
to  national  prosperity.  A bank  bill  is  depreciated 
when  it  does  not  pass  in  exchange  at  the  value  for 
which  it  purports  to  hare  been  made,  in  the  pur 
chase  cf' gold  or  sliver,  or  other  commodities.  Such 
depreciation  has  taken  place  in  the  bank  paper  of 
several  banks  in  the  United  States,  and  also  in  the 
bank  notes  of  the  bank  of  England.  The  British 
government,  within  the  last  twelve  years  have  been 
taught  a lessdn  in  relation  to  paper  currency,  im- 
portant and  humiliating.  It  would  be  worse  than 
folly — it  would  be  treachery  to  the  interests  of  our 
constituents,  wilfully  to  shut  our  eyes  against  truths 
demonstrated  by  the  experience  of  other  nations, 
and  involving  consequences  vastly  important  to  us. 
Permit  tne,  therefore,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  fact  and  cause  of  the  depreciation 
of  bank  notes  in  England. 

A British  guinea  is  worth,  in  England,  as  curren- 
cy, twenty  one  shillings  ; but  cannot  be  purchased 
with  bank  notes  of  the  bank  of  England  under 
twenty-seven  shillings.  Twenty-one  shillings  in 
gold,  is  therefore  equal  in  value  to  twenty-seven 
shillings  in  bank  notes.  Bank  notes  have  therefore 
depreciated  28  1 2 per  cent,  notwithstanding  the 
fai  h and  resources  of  the  British  government  are 
pledged  for  their  payment. 

The  fact  of  a depreciation  further  appears  from  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  commons  of  the  13th  of 
last  May!,  introduced  and  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
bolstering  up  the  sinking  credit  of  paper  currency 
in  England.  It  was  then  resolved  “ that  the  bank 
notes  of  the  bank  of  En  gland  bad  hitherto  been  and 
then  were  held  in  public  estimation  equivalent  to 
the  legal  coin  of  the  realm,  and  generally  accepted 
as  such  in  pecuniary  transactions.”  The  existence 
of  that  resolution  provesjts  necessity.  Bank  paper, 
possessin  g public  confidence,  needs  no  state  resolu- 
tion to  support  its  credit.  Its  intrinsic  value  ensures 
its  currency — The  unnatural  daubings  of  the  legis 
1 afire  brush,  like  the  application  of  paint  to  the  fe- 
male face,  both  prove  and  produce  the  decay  they 
aim  to  conceal.  That  resolution  is  calculated  to  re- 
mind us  of  a prediction  concerning  Britain,  made 
in  the  vear  1 715.  That  she- might  expect  tp  have 
this  only  glorv  left  her,  “That  she  had  proved  a 
farm  to  the  bank,  a province  to  merchants,  and  a 
tvrantto  theseas.” 

The  depreciation  of  bank  notes  in  England  has 
been  produced  principally,  if  not  solely,  by.  their 
excessive  issue.  This  appears  from  the  fact  that 
such  depreciation  has  been  proportionate  to  the 
amount  of  paper-  currency  in  circulation.  The 
standard  price  of  gold,  inGreat  Britain  is  <£3  17  10  1 2 
per  ounce,  and  in  the  year  1798  it  could  be  bought 
at  that  price  with  bank  notes.  The  amount  of 


bank  notes  then  in  circulation  was  £ 11,700,000 
In  the  year  1808  the  amount  of  bank  of  En 
gland  notes  in  circulation  had  been  increased  to 

£ 17,167,070. Gold  could  not  then  be  bought 

under  £ 1 per  ounce — and  in  the  year  1811,  when 
bank  notes  had  been  issued  to  the  amount  of 
£ 22,749,268,  equal  to  101,005,660  dollars,  an 
ounce  of  gold  could  not  be  purchased  in  England 
with  the  paper  currency,  under  £ 4 14- — and  it  has 
been  clearly  demonstrated  by  English  critics  on  the 
subject,  that  the  depreciation  of  paper  currency  is 
attributable  to  the  unprecedented  issue  of  bank 
notes,  and  - not  to  a supposed  unfavourable  rate  of 
exchange  with  the  continent.  For  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  an  unfavourable  rate  of  exchange  is  t^» 
raise  the  price  of  foreign  commodities,  and  reduce 
the  price  of  home  produce,  whereas  the  reverse  has 
been  manifestly  the  case  during  the  years  of  the 
greatest  paper  currency  depreciation.  It  is  more- 
over notorious  “that  the  great  issues  of  paper  in 
England  have  been  marked  by  the  most  extensive 
failures  in  the  mercantile  world,  and  by  the  most 
wide-spreading  poverty  and  misery  among  the  ma- 
nufacturing classes,  ever  witnessed.” 

Mr.  Chairman,  have  we  not  reason  to  anticipate 
that  the  causes  which  have  produced  the  deprecia- 
tion of  bank  notes  in  Great  Britain  would  have  the 
same  effect  in  this  country?  Nay,  sir,  are  we  sure 
that  we  have  not  already  put  in  operation  those 
causes  which  will  inevitably  produce  that  effect. 
The  bank  of  England  notes  are  estimated  to  consti- 
tute about  one  half  the  circulating  currency  of  Great 
Britain.  The  existing  charters  authorise  the  several 
banks  within  this  state  to  issue  paper  to  an  amount 
almost  equal  to  that  issued  by  the  bank  of  England, 
at  any  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
depreciation  of  her  notes.  Will  it  be  pretended  that 
our  commerce,  even  in  its  most  flourishing  state , 
could  have  required  the  issue  of  papeijteurrency  to 
that  amount?  And  shall  we  at  such  a time  as  t/iis3 
with  the  most  unparalleled  inconsideration,  autho- 
rise a company  of  foreigners  to  flood  our  country 
with  an  additional  issue  of  $ 20,000,000  of  bank 
bilb  ? And  for  what  purpose  ? Does  commerce  re- 
quire more  fictitious  capital?  In  answering  this 
question,  permit  me,  sir,  to  beg  the  indulgence  of 
the  committee  while  I detail  the  amount  of  bank 
capital  now  existing  in  the  citv  of  New  York,  and 
compare  it  with  that  of  some  other  commercial  ci- 
ties in  America. 

. The  capital  stock  of  the  hank,  of  New- York,  in 
eluding  the  amount  paid  by  the  state,  and  also  the 
debt  due  from  the  bank  to  this  state  for  the  United 
States  stock  sold  by  the  state  to  that  bank,  upon 
which  it  is  authorised  to  make  discounts  and  cre- 
ate debts  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  its  original 


capital  amounts  to  $2,212,091 

Manhattan  Company,  2,000,000 

" Merchants  Bank,  1.400,000 

Mechanics  Do.  2,000,000 

Union  Do.  1,800,000 


Making  in  the  city  of  New-  York  g 
An  aggregate  of 

all  which  is  called  in  and  upon  which  the  stock- 
holders aire  authorised  to  issue  bills  to  three  times 
that  amount,  over  and  above  the  amount  of  specie 
in  their  vaults  ; which,  estimated  at  one  third  of  the 
capital  actually  paid  in,  will  produce  the  enormous 
sum  of  $ 31,373,636  which  may  now  he  lawfully 
issued  in  bank  bills  in  the  city  of  New- York  alone. 

The  capita]  stock  of  the  several  banks  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  amounts  to  $5,800,000.  In  the  city 
of  Baltimore  the  nominal  amount  is  8,280,000  dot- 
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!ars  ; only  5,500,000  of  which  has  been  called  in. 
And  in  Boston  the  nominal  amount  is  $7,600,000  ; 
only  $5,200,000 of  which  has-been  called  in.  Thus 
it  appears  that  the  city  of  New- York  already  pos 
sesses  a bank  capital  nearly  double  that  of  any 
other  city  in  the  Union.  Besides  which  the  several 
banks  in  this  state  north  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
have  an  aggregate  capital  of  4,160,100  dollars  of 
which  has  been  called  in  1,553,000  dollars  jadmitling 
the  calculation  that  they  have  one  third  of  that 
amount  in  specie  it  will  follow  that  on  the  capita! 
now  actually  paid  into  the  several  banks  in  this 
state  may  be  issued  bills  to  the  amount  of  36,416,970 
dollars,  and  that  when  the  whole  capital  stock  shall 
have  been  called  in,  there  may  be  issued  more  than 
45,000,000  dollars. 

But,  sir,  we  have  been  told  that  still  more  banjk 
capital  is  required  to  satisfy  the  weekly  demands 
for  discounts.  To  this  allegation  1 beg  leave  to  re 
ply  in  the  language  of  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers. 

It  is,”  say  they,  et  generally  on  an  occasion  of  an 
unfavorable  state  of  the  exchange  arising  from  the 
failure  of  crops,  or  from  shocks  to  commercial  in- 
tercourse and  confidence  that  the  bank  is  most  be 
set  with  borrowers.  Unfortunately  these  applica- 
tions for  discounts  which  merely  imply  an  increased 
desire  of  individual  merchants  to  hire  money  either 
to  make  foreign  purchases,  to  supply  funds  which 
have  been  lost  or  are  slow  coming  in,  or  to  enter 
into  new  speculations  on  failure  of  the  old,  are 
mistaken  by  the  bank  as  an  indication  that  the  cur 
rency  is  insufficient  for  the  purposes  of  trade,  and 
the  country  is  thus  inundated  with  paper  at  the  very 
moment  when  if  ought  to  be  diminished.” 

It  was  urged  in  the  select  committee  and  proba- 
bly will  be  repeated  on  this  floor,  that  the  firm  cre- 
dit of  bank  bills  m this  state,  arising  from  the  facili- 
ty with  which  specie  can  be  procured  at  the  banks 
for  paper,  furnishes  an  argument  in  favor  of  the 
bill  on  your  table  ; — are  we  sir,  to  legislate  upon 
this  principle  ? Are  we  not  to  stop  granting  bank 
charters  until  the  ruinous  consequences  of  a depre 
ciated  paper  currencjr  have  overtaken  us?  Jf  ©ur 
banks  have  hitherto  preserved  their  credit  let  us 
tiotbe  instrumental  in  .its  destruction.  If  we  pass 
the  bill  our  constituents  will  expect  to  be  convinced 
that  imperious  necessity  required  its  passage,  and 
if  we  are  not  in  possession  of  reasons  calculated  to 
produce  that  conviction,  we  shall  be  charged,  and 
justly  too,  with  having  been  unfaithful  servants. — 
But,  sir,  I would  ask  vvh  t kind  of  specie  can  be 
procured  with  such  facility  at  the  banks  in  pay- 
ment of  their  bills?  Can  vve  procure  American 
coin  or  Spanish  milled  dollars  ? No,  sir  1 the  spe 
cie  paid  us  is  of  that  kind  which  illy  answers  for 
a circulating  medium,  ft  principally  consists  of 
foreign  gold,  the  value  of  which  is  ascertained  only 
by  weight  and  calculation  and  of  pistereens  at 
twenty  cents  each  a higher  value  than  they  gene- 
rally pass  at  in  exchange.  Such,  sir,  is  the  specie 
we  receive  at  your  banks.  If  they  have  dollars  they 
are  reserved  for  the  East  India  market ; they  are 
not  suffered  to  circulate  in  the  country.  Time  has 
been  (and  when  commerce ‘revives  will  be  a<rain) 
when  ninety-five  Spanish  milled  dollars  were  worth 
one  hundred  dollars  of  the  best  paper  currency  in 
, the  United  States.  If  this  does  not  prove  a depre- 
ciation of  bank  bills  actually  to  have  taken  place  ; 
it  at  least  exhibits  symptoms  which  we  cannot 
mistake  and  ought  not  to  neglect.  We  haye  been 
told  that  the  dollars  are  collected  and  safelv  preserv- 
ed in  the  vaults  of  the  banks  and  not  permitted  to 
£0  into  market ; and  are  we  to  presume  that  banks 


neglect  their  interest  ? No,  sir,  so  long  as  they  can 
pay  their  bills  with  silver  at  a value  above  its  gene- 
ral estimation,  and  with  foreign  gold  on  which  a 
loss  is  sustained  by  weighing  it  in  single  pieces,, 
the  advance  on  dollars  will  go  into  the  coffers  of 
vour  banks.  The.  Jinn  credit,  or  rather  the  misera- 
ble shifts  to  which  some  of  your  banks  are-aheady 
put  to  support  their  credit,  farther  appears  from 
the  fact  that  they  have  agents  in  the  country  for 
the  purpose  of  picking  up  the  bills  of  th-eir  sister 
banks,  and  putting  their  own  in 'circulation. 

The  amount  of  capital  proposed  to  be  incorpo-  . 
rated,  furnishes  to  mv  mind  an  additional  objection 
against  the  bill  before  us.  Some  gentlerqeu  on  the 
contrary  have  considered  that  its  most  captivating 
feature.  We  have  been  told  that  the  passage  of 
this  bill  will  confirm  the  credit  of  the  smaller 
b a 'Vies.  That  the  bank  of  America  will  be  able  to 
extend  to  them  paternal  protection,  and  check 
anyone  bank  which  might  attempt  to  run  upon 
another.  But  sir,  what  is  to  check  the  bank  of 
America  ? What  security  have  you  that  its  power 
will  always  be  exercised  beneff ciciatlv  ?•  Does  your 
security  arise  from  the  consideration  that  a vast 
majority  of  its  stock  belongs  to  the  subjects  ©£ 
foreign  governments  ? Are  you  willing  to  put  the 
very  existence  of  every  bank  in  the  state  in  the 
power  of  foreigners  ? The  late  branch  bank  of  the 
United  States  at  New-York,  with  much  less  capi- 
tal frequently  exercised  the  power  of  prescribing  tc 
other  banks,  the  extent  of  their  discounts,  and 
thus,  in  fact,  controled  the  commercial  enterprise 
of  that  great  city. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  may  be  foretold  without  pro- 
phetic vision  that  the  passage  of  this  will  erect  an 
engine,  the  operations  of  which  we  shall  feel  with 
sorrow  and  regret,  but  which  will  be  beyoryl  our 
control.  It  will  be  enabled  to  dictate  to  every  Tank 
in  this  state,  and  to  many  in  our  sister  states,  vvl.ee 
and  to  whom  discounts  shall  be  made.  And  its 
commands  will  be  obeyed, for  it  will  have  the  means 
of  punishing  disobedience  with  death.  The  influ 
ence  of  such  an  engine  on  the  commerce,  politics 
and  government  of  a country  like  ours  is  infinitely 
beyond  what  appears  to  a superficial  observer.  Mv 
strength  will  not  enable  me  to  do  any  thing  like 
justice  to  this  branch  of  the  subject.  Its  magnitude 
is  as  vast  as  its  importance  is  interesting.  Suffice  it 
barely  to  mention  that  our  national  government 
.depends  on  commerce  for  its  revenue,  and  that  the 
banks  control  and  regulate  as  well  commerce  in 
general  as  the  payment  of  the  revenue  bonds  aj&d 
govermental  duties  in  particular. 

The  gentleman  from  Columbia  (Mr.  Van  Itenssa- 
laer)  hasurged  the  importance  of  pveservingto this 
country  the  specie  now  in  the  vaults  of  the  late 
United  States  bank.  If  that  specie,  sir,  belong  to 
American  stockholders,  it  will  remain  with  us  of 
coarse.  If  to  foreigners  it  will  be  loaned  out  in  that 
country  where  it  will  produce  the  highest  rate  ofin- 
terest.  The  average  rate  of  interest  in  Europe  is 
less  than  five  per  cent.  It  is,  therefore,  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  specie  will  be  taken  from  tins 
country,  where  it  produces  seven  per  cent,  to  be 
loaned  where  it  will  produce  less  than  five.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mercein)  with  a, 
•view  to  quiet  *our  fears  of  being  inunda  ted  with  bank 
paper,  has  assured  us  that  the  banks  in  the  city 
have  at  no  time  been  able,  to  keep  in  circulation  one- 
half  the  amount  of  their  capital  and  that  the  profit 
of  their  business  arises  from  deposits  ar.d  transfers 
of  credit  on  book.  Admitting  the  correctness  of 
his  statement,  it  not  only  goes  to  remove  our  fears 
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of  an  excessive  issue  of  paper  currency,  but  it  also 
conclusively  demonstrates  that  the  incorporation  of 
the  bank  of  America  is  unnecessary  for  any  com 
me^cial  purpose.  For  if  the  banks  in  New-York 
are  unable  to  keep  in  circulation  $4,706,045  of  pa 
per  currency,  when  by  law  they  are  authorised  to 
issue  |31,373,636,  it  follows  that  there  is  already 
created  by  law  an  authority  to  issue  bank  paper  in 
that  city  to  the  amount  of  $26,667,594  more  than 
the  exigencies  of  commerce  require. 

Some  gentlemen  have  expressed  themselves  in  fa- 
vor of  this  bill,  because  the  stockholders  offer  a 
gratuity  to  the  state.  I hope,  sir,  we  shall  not  dis- 
grace ourselves  or  our  constituents  by  voting  for 
any  bill  because  the  applicants  offer  us  money.  I 
trust  we  are  not  vet  so  bankrupt  in  purse  or  princi- 
ple as  to  set  up  laws  at  auction.  If  the  public  good 
require  the  passage  of  this  bill,  pass  it,  and  accept 
for  the  state  as  large  a bonus  as  you  can  get — but  if 
the  public  good,  leaving  the  gratuity  out  of  question, 
does  not  require  it ; let  me  entreat  you  to  pause,  and 
reflect  before  you  vote  in  its  favor.  Do  not  stain 
the  character  of  this  state  with  indeliable  disgrace ; 
let  not  the  gilded  surface  of  this  pill  fascinate  your 
senses  apd  induce  you  to  swallow  its  deadly  poison  ; 
it  may  be  sweet  in  the  mouth,  but  it  will  prove  bit- 
ter in  the  bellv.  But,  sir,  what  is  the  amount  of 
the  gratuity  offered  the  state?  after  deducting  the 
loss  of  interest  on  protracted  payments,  the  nett 
amount  is  equal  to  $340,000.  A gratuity  is  large  qr 
small  in  proportion  to  the  benefit  for  which  it  is  giv 
ten.  The  stock  of  the  late  United  States  bank  is 
said  to  be  worth  ninety  four  dollars  on  the  hundred, 
or  five  per  cent,  below  par.  The  average  price  of 
frank-stock  in  the  city  of  New-York  is  nineteen 
per  cent,  above  par.  The  passage  of  this  bill  will 
put  the  bank  of  America  on  a footing  at  least  equal 
to  the  other  banks.  The  owners  of  the  stock  of  the 
lafe  United  Staves  bank,  to  be  invested  in  this  bank, 
will  therefore  he  benefited  twenty-five  per  cent  or 
$1,250,000.  The  amount  of  the  offer,  therefore, 
this  : The  stockholders  say,  ‘‘gentlemen,  if  you 
will  give  us  $1,250>000  we  will  make  you  a present 
of  $340,000.”  Such  is  the  generosity  which  some 
gentlemen  inform  us  is  their  inducement  to  vote  for 
this  bill, 

Mr.  Chairman— If  I have  trespassed  on  the  pa- 
tience of  this  committee,  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject pleads  my  excuse.  I consider  the  bill  on  your 
table  at  war  with  the  wishes  of  my  constituents,  and 
with  the  best  interests  of  this  country.  I have  there- 
fore thought  it  my  duty  to  explain,  as  briefly  as  the 
mature  of  the  application  would  admit,  some  of  the 
reasons  which  will  govern  me  in  giving  ipy  vote  in 
the  negative. 

History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Portugal  by  Bonaparte. 

FROM  THE  MOST  AUTHENTIC  SOURCES.* 

The  'prince  regent  quits  Portugal  and,  sails  for  Brazil. 
Junot,  with  a French  army,  marches  into  Lisbon. 
Anecdote  of  Junot.  His  conduct  in  Lisbon.  The 
prince  regent’s  manifesto.  Character  of  the  Por- 
iugueze.  Insurrections  in  Portugal.  Arrival  of 
Succours  from  England  under  sir  Arthur  Welles - 
lev.  Battle  of  Vimiera . Convention  of  Centra. 

In  therecent  troubles  on  the  continent,  the  prince 
regent  of  Portugal  endeavoured  by  all  the  means  in 
his  power  to  preserve  his  neutrality.  Having  ex- 

1 1 in  “ . 

*The  affairs  of  Spain  having  been  brought  down 
in  ft  former  number,  tq  the  period  of  the  death  of 


hausted  his  treasury  and  proceeded  so  far  as  to  ex- 
clude from  his  dominions  the  subjects  of  his  ancient 
ally,  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  to  gratify  the  de- 
mands of  France — but  without  avail — he  determin- 
ed to  retreat,  with  the  queen,  his  mother,  and  all 
his  family  to  his  dominions  in  America, and  to  estab- 
lish himself  in  the  city  o!  Rio  de  Janiero  until  a 
general  peace.  In  November  1807,  he  accomplish- 
ed by  the  aid  of  the  British  minister,  the  viscount 
Strangford,  the  magnanimous  purpose  of  retiring 
from  a kingdom,  which  he  could  no  longer  govern 
but  as  the  vassal  of  France,  accompanied  by  most 
of  his  ships  of  war  and  a number  of  faithful  subjects. 
This  memorable  departure  from  Lisbon,  was  not 
attributed  solely  to  the  alarm  excited  by  the  appear- 
ance of  a French  army  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal, 
but  was  the  genuine  result  of  a s y stem  of  moderation 
and  confidence  adopted  by  the  English  government 
towards  that  country.  In  the  following  month  the 
French  army,  under  the  command  of  general  Ju- 
.not  took  possession  of  Lisbon  This  officer  was 
Originally  a private  in  the  ranks,  and  owed  his  ele- 
vation to  a singular  circumstance.  During  a battle 
on  the  continent,  Bonaparte  had  occasion  to  send 
a despatch  to  one  of  his  generals,  and  having  rode 
up  to  the  company  in  which  Junot  served,  he  ask- 
ed if  any  man  among  them  could  write?  Junot  in- 
stantly replied  in  the  affirmative.  He  was  accord- 
ingly called  out  of  the  ranks  to  a drum  head,  and 
Bonaparte  dictated  his  despatch.  While  Junot  was 
writing,  a cannon  ball  struck  thq  ground  near  him* 
and  covered  him  with  dust : “That  will  do,”  said  the 
soldier — “I  wanted  somesand  for  my  letter,” — “You 
are  a brave  fellow,”  observed  Napoleon,  “ what  is 
there  I can  do  for  you  ?”  “ Have,”  said  Junot, 
“ these  worsted  epaulets  taken  off  my  shoulders  and 
replace  them  with  silver.”  It  was  accordingly  done  j 
the  soldier  was  promoted,  was  afterwards  made  go- 
vernor of  Paris  and  next  duke  of  Abrantes.  He  is 
described  as  a brave  and  excellent  general,  but  is 
supposed  to  be  of  a captious  disposition,  as  he  fought 
no  less  than  fifteen  duels,  before  his  elevation  to  the 
dignity  of  a duke. 

As  soon  as  he  established  his  government  in 
Lisbon,  he  issued  decrees,  (Dec.  1807)  from  which, 
it  may  be  inferred  that  he  did  not  consider  himself 
as  perfectly  secure.  “ Considering,”  he  said,  “ that 
assassinations  were  daily  committed,  under  tfie  pre- 
text oThun ting  and  shooting,  he  prohibited  the  car- 
rying of  fire  arms  for  those  purposes  in  the  king* 
dom,  and  particularly  in  the  districts  reserved  by 
the  crown.  Every  individual  not  in  the  service, 
who  should  be  found  infringing  this  law,  was 
to  be  considered  as  a vagrant  and  high-way  assassin 
and  tiled  as  such  by  a military  commission.  The 
doors  of  inns  were  to  be  closed  at  7 o’clock  in  the 
evening,  and  the  inhabitants  were  prohibited  from 
meeting  together  under  penalty,  if  found  with  wea- 
pons, of  suffering  death.” 

On  the  1st  of  February,  1808,  he  issued  one  of 
those  specious  proclamations,  which  have  been  so 
profusely  scattered  over  the  continent  by  the 
French  generals.  The  interests  of  the  Portuguese, 

sir  John  Moore,  shortly  before  which  event  the  for- 
ces of  England,  Portugal  and  Spain,  became  com- 
bined against  France,  it  was  thought  proper  to  sus- 
pend that  narrative;  in  order  to  give  the  reader  a 
clear  view  of  the  conduct  ot  Bonaparte  towards  that 
of  Braganza.  The  present  wars  on  the  continent; 
may  then  be  described  under  one  head,  to  which 
readers  may  refer  for  explanations  of  those  events 
which  are  continually  occurring  in  that  section  of 
the  world. 
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he  said,  had  engaged  the  attention  of  his  master  : 
all  irresolution  ought  to  disappear  ; the  destinies  of 
Portugal  were  brightening,  and  her  future  happi 
ness  was  secured,  because  the  great  Napoleon  had 
taken  her  under  his  omnipotent  protection.  The 
Prince,  by  leaving  the  kingdom,  had  renounced 

all  his  rights  and  sovereignty  over  it  The 

house  of  Braganza.  had  ceased  to  reign  in  Portugal ; 
the  emperor  willed  that  this  fine  country  should  be 
governed  entirely  in  his  name,  by  the  general  in 
chief  of  his  army.  The  task  which  this  mark  of 
the  benevolence  and  confidence  of  his  master  im 
posed  upon  him,  Junot’s  modesty  acknowledged, 
was  of  difficult  execution  : but  he  hoped  to  per 
form  it  in  a proper  manner,  supported  as  he  was, 
by  the  labour  of  the  most  intelligent  men  of  the 
kingdom  and  the  kind  disposition  of  its  inhabitants. 
He  had  formed  a council  of  government,  he  -aid, 
to  enlighten  him;  he  had  ordered  roads  to  be  made, 
and  canals  formed,  to  facilitate  communication  and 
to  cause  agriculture  and  national  industry  to  flourish 
The  Portuguese  troops,  commanded  by  the  most 
deserving  of  their  chiefs,  would  soon  form  one  fa- 
mily with  the  soldiers  of  Marengo,  Austerlitz,  Jena, 
and  Friedland  ; and  no  rivalry  would  exist  be 
tween  them,  but  that  of  valour  and  discipline. — 
The  public  revenue,  well  managed,  would  secure 
to  every  person  employed  in  its  administration,  the 
reward  of  his  labour : public  instruction  should 
be  diffused  through  all  the  provinces  ; the  religion 
of  their  forefathers  should  be  protected  by  the  same 
hand  which  restored  it  to  the  French  empire,  free 
from  the  superstition  which  disgraced  it  : justice 
was  to  be  administered  without  delay  : public  tran- 
quility was  no  more  to  be  disturbed  by  highway 
robbers  : beggars  should  no  longer  offend  the  eyes 
of  the  industrious  ; workhouses  were  to  be  esta 
blished  where  the  idle  should  be  employed  and  the 
decrepid  should  find  an  asylum.  He  conjured  the 
people  to  be  peaceful  and  without  fear.  “ Should 
it  be  necessary,  in  the  first  moment,  to  make  some 
sacrifices,  they  will  be  solely  required  to  place  the 
government  in  a proper  condition  to  meliorate  your 
fate  ; they  are  indispensably  necessary  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  vast  projects  of  the  great  Napoleon. 
His  watchful  eyes  are  fixed  on  you,  and  your  hap- 
piness is  certain.  He  will  love  you  as  much  as  his 
French  subjects  : endeavor  to  deserve  his  favorts 
by  a respectful  conduct  and  submission  to  his  will.” 
Proclamation,  Lisbon,  1st  Feb.  1808. 

On  the  same  day,  a decree  was  promulgated  by 
the  same  authority,  levying  an  extraordinary  war 
contribution  of  forty  millions  of  crusades  upon  the 
kingdom — to  be  assessed  on  individuals  according 
to  the  fortunes,  which  they  were  known  or  sup- 
posed to  possess.  By  this  decree  all  English  manu- 
factures were  confiscated,  but  might  be  ransomed 
at  one  third  of  their  invoice  value:  all  the  gold  and 
plate  of  all  the  churches,  chapels  and  fraternities  of 
the  city  of  Lisbon  and  the  district  belonging  to  it, 
were  to  be  carried  to  the  mint : all  archbishops  and 
bishops  of  the  realm,  all  prelates  and  superiors  of 
religious  orders  of  both  sexes,  the  regular  and 
secular  congregations  possessing  landed  property, 
or  capitals  placed  out  on  interest,  should  contribute 
two  thirds  of  their  annual  produce — persons  pos 
sessing  church  livings  of  60.0  to  900  roilrees  per 
ana.  were  assessed  in  the  same  proportion  and  also 
all  the  knights  commanders  of  the  three  military 
orders,  and  of  the  tfrder  of  Malta ; proprietors  of 
houses  were  to  pay  a moiety  of  the  annual  rent — 
the  tythes,  taxes  upon  houses,  mules,  servants, 
public  buildings  and  establishments  were  doubled. 


It  is  not  easy  to  find  adequate  language  to  com- 
ment on  the  matchless  effrontery  which  could 
devise  and  publish  two  such  papers  on  the  same 
day.  Wliile  his  unlQrtunace  subjects  were  making 
ihese  trifling  sacrifices  for  the  j urpose  of  having 
their  government  placed  in  a “proper  condition,” 
the  prince  regent  arrived  at  Rio  de  Janei  io.  Here 
he  published  a«  account  of  the  conduct  of  the 
French  court  towards  that  of  Lisbon. 

This  exposition,  the  court  thought  dueto  its  own 
dignity,  in  order  that  the  Portuguese,  Europe  and. 
posterity,  might  judge  of  the  purity  of  its  conduct 
and  the  principles  which  it  had  adopted, to  preserve 
tranquilitv  and  to  spare  the  effusion  of  blood.  It 
was  not  in  invectives  or  in  vain  and  useless  menaces* 
that  the  court  of  Portugal  should  raise  its  voice 
from  the  midst  of  the  new  empire  which  it  was  about 
to  create, — it  was  by  authentic  facts,  explained  with, 
simplicity  and  moderation,  that  it  was  to  make 
known  its  sufferings.  In  this  manner  it  was  to 
alarm  those,  who  would  avoid  falling  victims  to 
an  unbounded  ambition.  Portugal,  an  old  and 
faithful  ally,  was  suddenly  invaded  in  time  of  peace, 
without  a declaration  of  war.  The’  future  fate  of 
Portugal  was  of  consequence  to  Europe,  if  Europe 
wished  a revival  of  that  security  and  independence 
of  the  powers  which  formerly  composed  a species 
of  republic  that  balanced  itself,  and  maintained  an 
equilibrium  in  all  its  parts.  An  appeal  to  Providence 
was  the  consequence  of  this  exposition  ; and  a 
religious  prince  felt  all  the  importance  of  it,  since 
guilt  cannot  always  remain  unpunished,  and  usurpa- 
tion and  violence  enfeeble  and  consume  themselves 
by  the  continual  efforts  they  are  obliged  to  employ- 
The  court  of  Portugal,  though  it  saw  with  regret 
the  commencement  of  the  French  revo%itiou  and 
deplored  the  fate  of  the  king,  with  whom  it  was 
connected  by  the  closest  lies  of  blood,  yet  took  no 
part  in  the  war  against  France  In  1793  the  French 
government  sent  an  envoy  to  Portugal,  who  was 
received  with  the  utmost  respect,  but  who  was  not 
acknowledged.  The  French  government,  there- 
fore, without  any  declaration  of  war  or  any  formali- 
ty, began  to  detain  the  Portuguese  merchant  vessels, 
and,  after  the  peace  in  1801.  demanded  and  obtained 
indemnities  for  those  which  the  court  of  Portuga 
detained,  in  retaliation,  without  paying  any  regard 
to  the  claims  of  the  Portuguese  merchants. 

The  treaties  of  peace  of  Badajoz  and  Madrid 
were  cited  in  this  paper  as  further  proofs  of  bad 
faith.  The  former  of  these  was  signed  at  that 
place  by  Lucien  Bonaparte,  the  French  pleni- 
potentiary, and  the  prince  of  peace,  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  Portuguese  plenipotentiary  on  the  other, 
but  the  French  government  refused'  to  ratify  it,  and 
forced  Portugal  to  sign  a new  treaty  at  Madrid,  with 
much  harder  conditions.  No  sooi  er,  however,  wat 
it  signed,  than  the  Portuguese  hastened  to  fuii^I  its 
burdensome  conditions,  and  to  show  by  the  religi- 
ous and  punctual  observation  of  ail  its  engagements, 
how  much  it  desired  to  confirm  the  good  under- 
standing which  was  re-established  between  the  two 
governments.  But  France  acted  very  differently  ; 
form  the  moment  that  peace  was  restored,  it  requi 
red  the  most  unjust  sacrifices,  on  the  part  of  the 
Portuguese  ^government,  in  favor  of  the  most  cx- 
jtravagant  and  unfounded  pretensions  of  French 
subjects. 

When  the  war  between  France  and  England 
broke  out,  shortly  alter,  the -treaty  between  Portu- 
gal and  France  (1804)  expressly  provided  ft»r  th-x 
neutrality  of  the  former  : yet  it  afterwards  require*! 
that  c-auitt  to  violate  its  neutrality  and  declare  wt.i 
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At  one  time  the  French  emperor,  sent  one  o*  his 
brothers  to  sea,  with  a small  squadron.  It  anchored 
in  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  where  it  was  received  with 
all  possible  respect,  and  was  supplied  with  provi 
sions,  Yet  this  very  squadron  burned  some  Portu 
guese  vessels,  to  conceal  its  route,  with  a promise 
of  indemnity  to  the  proprietors  ; which  promise 
was  never  performed.  England  made  no  complaint 
against,  the  act  of  granting  succours  to  this  squad 
ron  ; but  the  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  France 
did  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  Portugal  gave  assist 
pace  to  the  Erlgljsh  in  the.conquest  of  Monte  Veido 
and  Buenos  Ayres  ; though  it  is  a fact,  known  to 
the  world,  that  that  expedition,  which  sailed  from 
the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  received  from  Portugal 
neither  men,  money  nor  arms — and  that  during 
this  war,  they  received  nothing  at  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
or  the  other  parts  of  the  Brazils,  except  what  is 
not  refused  to  any  nation,  and  which  had  been  sup- 
plied plentifully  to  the  French  squadron. 

From  180-1  to  1807  Fi  ance  received  from  Portugal, 
all  the  colonial  commodities  and  raw  materials  for 
her  manufactures.  The  alliance,  of  England  and 
Portugal  was  usetul  to  Fiance  ; and  in  the  depres- 
sion suffered  by  the  arts  and  industry,  in  conse- 
quence of  a perpetual  war  by  land,  and  a disastrous 
war  by  sea,  it  was  certainly  a great  advantage  t© 
Fi  ance,  that  the  commerce  of  Portugal  should  suf 
fer  no  interruption.  It  was  useful  to  both  countries. 
By  ravaging  Portugal,  by  subjecting  her  to  exces- 
sive contributions,  France  harrassed  her  ally,  and 
gratified  her  hatred  of  England,  but  she  obtained 
no  sort  of  advantage  for  herself. 

As  France  derived  such  decided  advantages 


which  f 


army  enter  the  kingdom,  he  was  resffiMB  to  remove 
the  seat  ol  government  to  Brazil,  which  formed^the 
most  important  and  best  defended  part  of  his  domi- 
nions. But  general  Junot  was  not  satisfied  with 
this  tardy  acquiescence  in  the  imperious  demands 
of  his  master  ; he  immediately  entered  the  kingdom 
with  the  vanguard  of  his  army,  assuring  the  people 
of  the  country  through  which  he  passed  that  he 
was  going  to  succor  the  Prince  against  an  invasion 
of  England,  and  that  he  entered  Portugal  as  the 
general  of  a friendly  and  allied  power.  He  receiv- 
ed, on  his  journey,  convincing  proof  of  the  good 
faith  of  the  Portuguese  government ; for  he  witnes- 
sed the  perfect  easiness  which  prevailed  with  regafd 
to  France,  and  that  all  the  Portuguese  troops  were 
on  the  coast.  The  Prince  might  have  rallied  round 
him  the  body  of  troops  which  were  at  a small  dis- 
tance, caused  the  English  fleet  to  enter  the  port  of 
Lisbon,  and  thus  cut  to  pieces  the  small  and  miser- 
able corps  with  which  Junot  was  advancing.  But 
the  Prince,  though  confident  of  success  against 
this  detachment,  was  aware  that  he  could  not  with- 
stand the  whole  force  of  France  ; and  he  was  there- 
fore willing  to  avoid  an  unnecessary  effusion  of  hu- 
man blood.  With  the  aid  of  the  English  fleet  lie 
retired  to  Brazil,  and  thus  disconcerted  the  efforts 
of  the  French,  and  exposed  in  the  clearest  light,  the 
criminal  views  of  that  government.  Upon  his  ar- 
rival in  Brazil,  the  Prince  said,  he  had  learned  with 
horror,  not  only  the  usurpation  of  Portugal,  and  the 
pillage  and  plunder  practised  in  that  country;  but 
also  the  shameful  proceeding  of  the  emperor,  who, 
as  the  dictator  of  Eur  ope,  dared  to  represent  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  government  as  a crime  and 
from  the  neutrality  of  Portugal,  it  might  be  pre-|to  proscribe  the  rights  of  the  royal  family  to  the 


sumed  that  the  solemn  assurance  to  thateffect  would 
be  observed.  But  the  Portuguese  court  was  awak 
ened  fro m%  this  security  in  the  month  of  August, 
J8G6,  bv  an  official  declaration,  from  Talleyrand 
to  lord  Yarmouth,  thatif  England  did  not  make  a 
maritime  peace,  the  French  would  declare  war 
against  Portugal.  Britain  immediately  offered  suc- 
cor to  Portugal ; but  as  Bonaparte  was,  for  some 
time  engaged  with  Prussia  and  Russia,  they  were 
.yiot  necessary.  But  the  treaty  of  Tilsit  gave  him 
leisure  to  turn  his  attention  again  to  Portugal,  and 
fie  required  her  to  shut  her  ports  against  England  ; 
to  detain  theEnglish  and  to  confiscatetheirpi  operty. 
Three  weeks  were  allowed  for  deliberation  upon  these 
propositions,  and  in  case  the  government  should  re- 
fuse to  comply  with  them,  the  charge  des  ajfa  res  of 
Spain  and  the  ambassadors  of  France  were  ordered 
to  return  to  their  courts.  But  instead  of  allowing 
even  this  time,  Bonaparte  began  hostilities,  by  de 
fcaining  all  the  Portuguese  merchant  vessels,  which 
were  in  his  ports. 

The  court  of  Portugal  might  then  have  adopted 
the  maxim  of  the  Romans,  that  disgraceful  condi 
lions  frequently  save  those  who  refuse  them  and 
bring  destruction.cn  those  by  whom  they  are  pro- 
posed. But  it  chose  a middle  ground.  It  adopted 
the  first  measure,  and  rejected  the  others  as  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  public  law.  Its  eyes  being  now 
fully  opened  to  the  lawless  views  of  France,  it 
began  to  adopt  measures  to  secure  its  retreat  to  that 
part  of  the  Portuguese  dominion  where  it  is  now 
established.  All  ships  of  war  were  ordered  to  be 
fitted  out ; aiid  the  English  were  advised  to  sell  their 
property  and  retire.  After  taking  these  precautions 
and  being  convinced  that  there  was  no  longer  any 
English  property  in  Portugal,  the  prince  assented 
to  the  ojdier  demands  of  the  Emperor,  declaring 
however,  at  the  same  tjme,  that,  should  the  French 


throne.  The  Prince  demanded  of  the  Emperor 
from  what  code  of  the  law  of  nations  he  had  drawn 
his  principles  and  received  his  authority.  To  this 
subject  he  called  the  most  serious  consideration  of  all 
European  powers,  who  could  not  view  with  indif- 
ference, the  monstrous  usurpations  and  exorbitant 
demands,  of  the  Emperor.  The  most  remote  poste- 
rity, said  the  Prince,  would  see,  with  grief,  the^e 
transactions,  the  forerunners  of  ages  of  barbarism 
and  misery,  such  as  those  which  followed  the  down- 
fal  of  the  Roman  empire-—  and  which  could  not  be 
avoided,  unless  exertions  were  made  to  restore  the 
equipoise  of  Europe,  by  an  unanimous  effort,  and 
with  a total  oblivion  of  all  rivalship,  which  had 
hitherto  been  the  true  cause /of  the  elevation  of  that 
gigantic  power  which  threatens  to  swallow  all. 

After  this  statement  of  facts,  this  tissue  of  iniquit- 
ous demands  on  the  one  side  and  pusillanimous  sub- 
mission on  the  other,  the  Prince,  at  length,  found 
it  due  to  his  rank,  and  to  the  dignity  of  his  crown, 
to  discontinue  all  communication  with  France,  to 
wage  war  by  sea  and  land — and  to  declare  null  and 
void  all  the  treaties  which  the  Emperor  had  compel- 
led him  to  conclude,  in  particular  those  of  Badajoz 
and  Madrid,  in  1807,  and  that  of  neutrality  in  1804? 
— and  hepromised  notto  lay  down  his  arms,  unless 
in  concert  with  his  Britannic  majesty,  his  old  and 
faithful  ally,  nor  to  agree  to  a cession  of  Portugal. 

Before  this  unprovoked  invasion,  Lisbon  was 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  cities  in  Europe.  The 
inhabitants  not  only  derived  wealth  from  their  inter- 
course with  the  English,  but  they  had  learnt  also  & 
spirit  of  commercial  enterprise  : literature  was  re- 
viving under  the  influence  of  an  academy,  which 
for  its  many  important  and  useful  labors,  will 
always  he  remembered  with  respect ; and  though 
the  superstition  of  the  people  remained  the  saroe? 
their  intolerance  was  visibly  abptcc}.  Wretched 
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-their  tf’overninent  was,  it  would  have  partaken  of 
the  general  improvement,  had  not  the  dreadful 
tyranny  of  France  solong  kept  it  in  perpetual  alarm, 
and  drained  its  resources,  before  it  finally  destroyed 
it.  The  prince  regent  was  not  a man  of  command 
ing  talents:  his  education, — for  he  was  a younger 
brother — had  been  totally  neglected  ; and  his  deep 
-sense  of  this  deficiency  contributed,  perhaps,  to 
enfeeble  his  character.  Even  in  Portugal,  he  was 
remarkable  for  his  devoted  attachment  to  all  the 
superstitious  ceremonies  of  the  Romish  church,  in 
its  most  corrupted  form  ; but,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  was  absolutely  without  vices  ; and  no  prince 
was  ever  more  conscientiously  anxious  to  discharge 
his  duties.  In  better  times  his  task  would  have 
heen  easy ; and  an  enlightened  minister  might 
have  made  him  the  restorer  of  his  country.  A 
convulsion  of  nature,  the  most  dreadful  in  its  effect 
of  any  which  modern  history  records,  once  laid 
Lisbon  in  dust  and  ashes.  That  calamity  has  been 
impiously  urged  by  Voltaire,  as  an  argument 
against  the  goodness  of  God.  A greater  extent  of 
misery  was  now  brought  upon  Portugal  by  the 
aggression  of  his  countrymen ; greater,  even  if 
misery  were  to  be  calculated  by  merely  the  sacri 
fice  of  lives  which  that  aggression  has  occasioned. 
But  a long  catalogue  of  evils,  worse  than  death, 
sprung  from  this  political  convulsion.  The  earth 
was  still,  and  the  storm  ceased,  the  sun  shone 
forth,  when  the  French  flag  supplanted  that  of  the 
Braganzas, — but  never  did  the  wand  of  a magician 
produce  a mofe  immediate  and  disastrous  change. 
The  commerce  of  Lisbon  was  smitten  as  with  a 
dead  palsy  ; an  English  blockading  squadron  was 
off  its  bar,  and  not  a ship  could  enter.  The  tens 
and  thousands  who  derived  not  merely  subsistence, 
but  comfort  and  respectability  from  the  various 
branches  of  commerce,  were  thrown  suddenly  out 
of  employment;  most  of  the  persons  who  belonged 
to  the  public  offices  were  discharged,  there  being  no 
longer  any  occupation  for  them, — the  few  who 
were  retained  had  their  salaries  diminished  by  one 
half;  a grinding  contribution  was  to  be  raised  ; and 
scarcity  was  beginning  to  be  felt ; for  Lisbon  had 
for  many  years  received  more  than  half  its  supply 
of  corn  from  foreign  countries.  The  convents, 
where  the  poor  had  formerly  been  supplied  with 
food,  were  filled  with  soldiers, — the  officers  were 
quartered  upon  the  inhabitants  ; plunder  was  the 
common  business  of  both.  Such  was  the  general 
distress,  that  women,  hitherto  of  unblemished  life, 
and  in  circumstances  of  ease  and  comfort,  now 
walked  the  streets,  offering  themselves  to  prosti- 
tution, because  they  were  in  want  of  bread  ! 

(to  be  concluded.) 


Indian  Eloquence. 

JOHN  SKY'S  SPEECH. 

On  the  2d  of  March  a deputation  of  Tonnawonta 
♦Indians,  consisting  of  their  principal  chiefs  and 
warriors,  held  a council  at  Batavia,  (Gennesseeco. 
New  York)  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  village,  at 
which  their  principal  orator,  Hauanossa  or  John 
Sky,  delivered  the  following  speech  : 

Brothers, 

We  return  thanks  to  the  Great  Spirit  for  the 
many  favors  he  has  bestowed  upon  us,  and  we  hope 
he  will  continue  to  cherish  his  children  with  his 
blessings.  We  rejoice  that  he  has  permitted  us  to 
meet  you  here  this  day'  in  peace  and  friendship.  We 
$re  happy  ?q  see  you  QiUhis  Occasion,  and  it  affords 


us  much  pleasure  that  we  can  still  take  you  by  the 
hand  as  brothers.  The  principal  chiefs  and  warriors 
of  theTonnawonta  village  have  of  late  felt  a greatde- 
sire  to  talk  with  you  upon  some  matters  of  impor- 
tance. We  have  some  things  to  tell  you,  which 
press  upon  our  minds  with  an  unusual  weight — We 
have  come  to  lay  open  our  hearts  to  you.  We  would 
have  disclosed  those  feelings  to  our  good  father,  the 
Indian  agent ; but  he  i'  absent,  and  we  know  not 
when  he  will  return.  We  offer  you  this  as  our  ex- 
cuse for  troubling  you  on  this  occasion. 

The  principal  chiefs  and  warriors  of  Buffaloe  re 
gard  themselves  as  the  great  leaders  of  the  Seneca. 
Indians.  But  in  point  of  sobriety  and  good  order 
they  are  not  our  leaderk  On  this  occasion,  how- 
ever, we  are  not  disposed  to  ofiend  them  by  this 
public  expression  of  our  feelings. 

Brothers — We  wish  you  to  consider  well  what  we 
are  going  to  say  to  you.  We  speak  from  the  very 
bottom  of  our  hearts  ; not  from  the  ends  of  our 
tongues  to  amuse  or  deceive  you,  and  we  wish  you 
to  do  the  same. 

Brothers — We  have  been  told  that  the  king  over 
the  great  water  has  greatly  injured  our  white  breth- 
ren of  the  great  council  fires  ; and  that  war  will 
soon  take  place.  We  have  heard  that  the  agents 
and  supporters  of  this  king  are  persuading  our  red 
brethren  to  join  him,  and  to  raise  the  tomahawk 
against  our  white  brethren  among  whom  we  reside. 
We  are  told  that  he  is  endeavoring  to  win  them  by 
presents  and  promises  to  his  interest. 

Bi'others — We  wish  you  to  listen  attentively  to 
what  we  are  going  to  tell  you.  We  do  solemnly  as- 
sure you  thatthe  agents  and  supporters  of  this  king 
will  never  succeed  in  destroying  our  affections  for 
you.  We  wish  to  live  retired,  and  in  peace  to  cub 
tivate  our  own  cornfields.  This  shall  be  our  high- 
est ambition.  We  dread  the  horrors  of  a war  as 
much  as  you.  Our  fathers  have  told  us  its  dreadful 
evils.  We  well  know  that  nothing  is  to  be  gained 
by  spilling  the  blood  of  our  fellow  creatures.  Our 
children  are  as  dear  to  us  as  your  children  are  to 
you.  We  value  our  little  property — by  war  we  know 
we  shall  lose  it. 

Already,  we  are  told,  have  the  forces  of  the  Pro- 
phet made  an  attack  upon  our  white  brethren  to- 
wards the  setting  sun.  We  do  solemnly  declare  to 
you,  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  that  we  will  ne- 
ver espouse  his  cause — we  will  never  raise  the  to- 
mahawk in  conjunction  with  his  forces, or  theforces 
of  the  British  king  against  you. 

Brothers — We  have  heard  that  an  evil  report  has 
been  spread  abroad, thathas  much  alarmed  our  white 
brethren.  It  is  said,  and  we  fear  it  has  been  believ- 
ed, that  some  of  the  young  men  of  our  village-were 
in  the  late  engagement  agajnst  gov.  Harrison  on  the 
Wabash. 

We  do  solemnly  assure  you,  brothers,  that  there 
is  no  truth  in  this  report.  We  are  greatly  distress- 
ed that  such  an  evil  thing  is  told.  It  is  real  source 
of  affliction  to  us,  because  we  fear  that  a belief  of  this 
kind  might  rouse  the  white  people  to  take  revenge 
upon  us,  and  sweep  us  off  from  the  face  of  the 
earth. 

Brothers — We  are  not  the  terrible  beings  you  have 
conceived  us  to  be — we  do  not  thirst  for  blood — we 
are  men,  and  we  are  clothed  with  the  same  feelings 
of  humanity  with  yourselves.  We  are  determined 
at  all  hazards  to  live  in  peace  with  you.  We  pledge 
our  white  brethren  this  solemn  assurance.  Let  not 
their  women  and  children  be  terrified — let  their 
minds  be  quiet — wc  arp  their  friends — we  will  peys? 
injure  them. 
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Brothers — Though  we  compose  but  a small  part 
Of  the  Seneca  nation,  yet  we  do  assure  you  that  they 
speak  with  our  mouths — we  declare  these  as  the 
sentiments  of  the  whole.  Their  hearts  are  open  to 
as — we  know  they  are  not  for  war. 

Brothers — We  are  very  much  troubled  on  another 
occasion.  Certain  white  men  frequently  come 
among  us  for  the  purpose  of  converting  us  to  the 
religion  of  the  white  people— to  shake  that  faith 
which  the  Great  Spirit  has  breathed  into  us,  which 
is  our  greatest  comfort  and  consolation  in  this 
world.  We  consider  this,  brother,  as  very  unkind 
In  them.  Our  religion  is  as  dear  to  us  as  the  re- 
ligion of  our  white  brothers  is  to  them.  Why  then 
should  those  missionaries,  who  come  among  us,  so 
steadfastly  persevere  in  their  attempts  to  convert 
ns  ? If  good  will  towards  us  is  their  object,  their 
good  intentions  are  certainly  defeated  by  these 
attempts.  They  not  only  tend  to  destroy  the  foun- 
dation of  our  hopes  of  a future  life ; but  to  throw  us 
into  religious  parties  and  confusion.  We  formerly 
stated  this  thing  to  the  great  father  of  the  white 
people  (Washington.)  We  were  admitted  into 
his  presence.  To  him  we  stated  these  grievances. 
We  were  pleased  to  find  that  he  condemned  the 
practice.  He  knew  as  well  as  we  that  our  red  bre- 
thren had  never  prospered  in  their  conversion  to 
the  religious  faith  of  the  white  people. 

Brothers — We  are  happy  to  inform  you  that  the 
resolution  we  adopted  some  years  ago  to  abolish 
the  use  of  strong  liquors  has  not  been  violated. 
Not.  a drop  of  these  liquors  has  been  drank  in  our 
village  for  many  years.  We  wish  we  had  it  in  our 
power  to  say  the  same  of  our  red  brethren  of  the 
Buffalo  village  ; many  of  whom  debase  themselves 
and  distress  their  families  by  this  pernicious  prac 
tice.  We  are  sorry  to  say  that  a b arrel  of  whiskey 
is  the  GOD  they  worship. 

Brothers — We  will  mention  one  other  thing  that 
presses  very  heavy  on  our  minds.  Many  bad  people 
among  our  white  brethren  are  in  the  practice  of 
cutting  down  and  carrying  away  the  finest  timber 
on  our  lands.  This  we  consider  as  a very  great 
grievance.  It  began  with  the  settlement  of  the 
white  people : the  practice  has  every  year  increased, 
and  for  the  last  year  more  of  the  timber  on  our 
lands  has  been  destroyed  than  in  all  the  other  years 
together.  Our  little  property  is  as  dear  to  us  as  the 
property  of  the  white  people  is  to  them.  Once  we 
owned  the  whole  country  ; the  great  forest  was  at 
our  command : but  now  the  greatest  part  of  it  is 
divided  among  the  white  people,  and  if  we  chance 
to  cut  a stick  of  their  timber  to  make  a fire  in  our 
hunting  eamps  they  fall  in  a great  passion,  and 
they  appear  as  if  they  were  ready  to  murder  us  for 
these  small  transgressions.  They  ought  therefore 
not  to  be  offended  that  we  in  our  turn  should  com- 
plain of  a much  greater  injury  done  to  us. 

Brothers — We  are  informed  that  you  have  laws 
to  punish  these  evil  persons,  who  thus  destroy  our 
property.  We  hope  that  this  wrong  may  cease, 
and  we  entreat  you  to  punish  these  evil  disposed 
persons  according  to  your  laws.  We  hope,  brothers, 
that  you  will  not  fail  to  do  this.  It  will  be  an  evi- 
dence of  youv  friendship  towards  us.  Some  of  our 
red  brethren  have  applied  to  us  for  our  consent 
that  they  may  come  and  live  with  us — to  cultivate 
those  lands,  which  are  common  among  us,  and 
we  are  sorry  that  they  should  see  our  property  thus 
destroyed. 

Brothers— We  wish  you  to  make  this  talk  known 
to  all  our  white  brethren.  Tell  them  that  we  are 
determined  to  live  in  uninterrupted  peace  and  har- 
mony with  them. 


Interesting  to  Humanity. 

The  following  translation  communicated  by  a liters. - 
ry  friend,  w ill  be  gr  ateful  to  the  heart  of  the  phi- 
lanthropist and  to  the  cultivators  of  anatomical 
and  medical  science. 

Translated  for  tTue  IVhig. 

FROM  THE  JOURNAL  DE  L’EMPtRE. 

Paris,  30th  of  Oct.  1811. 

A very  curious  and  most  interesting  report  has 
been  presented  by  Messrs.  Portal  and  Percy,  to  the 
first  class  of  the  institute,  on  th eeziraordmary  cure 
of  a person  deaf  and  dumb  from  his  birth,  and  effect- 
ed by  Mr.  Itard,  physician  of  the  institution  for  the 
deaf  and  dumb  at  Paris.  The  following  are  the 
most  essential  particulars  noticed  in  the  report: 
After  having  made  numberless  and  unsuccessful 
experiments,  and  convinced  nimself  of  the  illusory 
benefits  attributed  to  galvanism  and  electricity, 
which  cannot  possibly  have  any  salutary  effect  but 
in  cases  of  paralytic  affections  of  the  auditory 
nerves,  Mr.  Itard  conceived  the  project  of  a ration- 
al treatment,  firmly  persuaded  that  many  deafnesses, 
particularly  those  from  birth,  must  proceed  from  a 
humoral  obstruction  [or  choaking  up]  of  the  in- 
ternal auditory  channel.  That  channel,  which 
from  the  drum  of  the  ear  extends  to  the  trompe 
d’eustacke , is  moistened  by  a limpid  serosity,  or  ra- 
ther a lymph,  of  which  either  the  excess,  thickening, 
or  absolute  absence,  is  equally  injurious  to  hearing. 
The  discovery  of  the  lymph  is  ascribed  to  doctor 
Cotunni  of  Naples,  and  is  named  after  him.  It  is  in 
that  sweet  and  viscid  fluid  that  the  open  extremity 
of  the  auditory  nerves  is  immersed  ; it  appears  that 
it  contributes  more  essentially  to  keep  that  kind  of 
retina  of  the  ear,  in  a state  of  docility  and  sufficient 
degree  of  sensibility  to  the  perception  of  the  senses, 
than  to  supply  those  oscillations  and  those  rapid 
undulations  by  which  they  are  diversified. 

Mr.  Itard  is  well  aware  that  the  privation  of  hear- 
ing with  the  deaf  and  dumb,  cannot  be  in  all  cases, 
the  effect  of  one  single  cause  and  invariably  proceed- 
ing from  the  same.  He  is  also  of  opinion,  that  the 
auditory  apparatus  may  be  affected  by  natural  defects 
as  is  often  the  case  with  organs  of  less  utility  ; but 
evCry  thing  contributes  to  strengthen  his  belief,  that 
of  the  choaking  of  the  internal  part  of  the  ear,  by  the 
consistence,  and  oftentimes  the  concretion  of  the  co- 
tunni lymph,  is  one  of  the  most  prevailing  causes  , of 
deafness,  which  must  necessarily  produce  dumbness; 
and  from  that  etiology  he  naturally  concluded  that, 
this  conduit,  might  be  cleared  and  cleansed,  by 
means  of  proper  injection^. 

Such  has  been  the  principle  adopted  by  Mr.  Itard 
in  his  treatment  of  master  Dietz,  a youth  of  fifteen, 
deaf  and  dumb.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  perfora- 
tion of  both  his  ears  took  place  on  the  2nd  of  July 
last;  that  the  first  injections,  of  simply  lukewarm 
water,  were  first  administered  on  the  6th  of  the 
same  month  ; that  they  first  penetrated  into  the 
mouth  on  the  12th  ; and  that  young  Dietz,  vyho 
previous  thereto,  had  always  appeared  to  be  insen- 
sible to  the  most  terrible  explosions  of  artillery, 
evinced,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  same  month, 
at  the  long  ringing  of  a number  of  bells  in  his  neigh- 
borhood, signs  of  emotions  which  shortly  created 
in  him  a head  ache,  and  successively  vertigo,  or 
giddiness  of  head.  It  was  then  observed,  that  he 
not  only  heard,  but  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
ringing  of  the  door-bell  ; and  that  but  a short  time 
after,  namely,  towards  the  5th  of  August,  it  was 
discovered  that  he  noticed  the  sound  of  a human 
voice,  but  as  it  may  be  well  imagined,  without  coni'- 
prehending  any  thing. 
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„„  sooner  was  Dietz  made  sensible  that  (Well  deserves  the  highest  encomiums  of  the  class, 
“ v ’ n , - human  voice  that  he  had] and  leccrtnmend  to  grant  him  the  prerogative  ot  bo- 


lt was 


the  sound  of 


;;T  ,\"n  he  could  not  contain  his  joy— and,  to|ing  admitted  among  them,  as  a token  of  theii  high 
use  the  words  of  Mr.  Itard,  his  great  blue  eyes. 


and  consideration. 


,,ntil  then  so  languishing  and  sullen,  were  animate 

with  the”  fire  of  life  and  health.  We  have,  says 
he,  seen  them,  in  a manner,  fastened  upon  oui 
lips  in  search  of  the  sound  of  the  voice,  and  by 
their  sprightliness  discovering  the  deep  impression 
it  produced  on  his  soul,  eager  of  the  enjoyment 
hitherto  unknown  to  him.  . . 

He  himself,  extremely  anxious  to  speak,  wishes 
to  know  the  names  of  all  objects  most  familiar  to 
him  and  which  he  had  never  before  known  but  by 
signs,  either  written  or  manual  j but  tnose  aiticU 
lated  names,  whether  they  distinctly  strike  his  ears, 

and  particularly  his  right  one,  when  he  attempts  to 

repeat  them,  he  mangles  them  in  the  same  mannei 
as  children  when  they  begin  to  articulate  words 
and  cannot  succeed  to  catch  the  pronunciation  ot 
words,  but  those  which,  formed  of  several  vowels, 
to  be  articulated,  needs  but  the  motion  of  the  lips 
all  others,  which  require  the  combined  movement, 
of  the  tongue,  the  glottis,  and  other  organs  ot  the 
voice,  he  more  or  less  alters.  Hence,  when  placed 
behind  him,  we  have,  in  a rather  lowtone  ofvo.ee, 
said  ali,  ala  ; as  a faithful  echo,  he  perfectly  re- 
peated ali,  ala  ; but  when  we  have  attempted  to 
convey  to  his  heart  through  his  ears,  names  that 
gratitude  must  have  so  much  endeared  to  him, 
namely,  of  his  two  great  benefactors,  Sicard  ana 
Itard  ; these  two  names  were  distinctly  pronounced 
to  him— But,  pointing  out  to  them  with  every 


possible  emotion  of  tenderness,  he  answered,  lica, 
IcCL* 

It  is  now  a fact  established  beyond  contradiction, 
that  Dietz,  who  was  born  deaf  and  dumb,  is  no 
longer  either  one  or  the  other,  since  the  operation 
first  took  place  about  five  weeks  ago  ; and  that 
with  the  sense  of  hearing,  which  only  requires  to 
be  modified  by  practice,  he  has  gained  the  faculty 
of  speech  which  now  requires  nothing  more  than 
proper  lessons  and  exercise,  to  be  unfolded  and  im- 
proved as  much  as  may  be  practicable  at  that  age  ; 
for  now,  his  organs  have  not  the  same  mobility 
nor  are  they  acted  upon  as  when  an  infant ; then 
indocility  now,  if  we  can  so  express  ourselves,  will 
present  an  obstacle  not  easily  surmounted. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  we  have  fear 
ed  of  practising  too  many  experiments  upon  that 
truly  interesting  youth ; on  whom,  perhaps,  sen 
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Friday , March  27. — Soon  after  the  meeting  o? 
the  house, 

Mr  Smilie  observed  that  this  was  a day  (Good 
Friday)  on  which  many  members  had  rather  spend 
the  day  otherwise  than  in  attending  on  the  business 
of  the  house  ; and  although  he  might  not  himself 
feel  any  scruples  on  that  score,  he  was  willing  t© 
accommodate  those  who  did,  and  he  therefore  pro- 
posed to  move  an  adjournment.  Previous  to  which, 
however,  as  it  wa->  well  known  no  business  was 
ever  done  on  Saturday,  from  so  many  committees 
sitting  on  that  day,  he  should  move  that  when  the 
house  adjourned,  it  should  adjourn  to  meet  o» 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  M‘Kee  opposed  and  Mr.  Wright  supported 
the  motion,  which  was  carried  by  yeas  and  nays, 
52  to  i2. 

Mr.  Smilie  then  moved  an  adjournment — Car- 
ried, 51  to  46. 

Monday,  March  30. — Mr.  Bleecker  presented 
the  petition  of  % British  subject,  praying  permission 
to  import  goods  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and. 
twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, being  the  amount  of  a legacy  from  a deceased 
person  to  his  connections  in  the  United  States, 
which  sum  he  states  he  knows  of  no  other  mode  of 
remitting,  not  being  able  to  purchase  hills,  and  the 
laws  of  England  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  spe- 
cie. Referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures. 

Mr.  Mitchill  presented  the  petition  of  the  Ame- 
rican Fur  Company,  praying  leave  to  import  int© 
the  United  States,  certain  goods,  &. c Referred. 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  per- 
sons in  Philadelphia,  stating  that  they  are  regular 
importing  merchants,  and  that  previous  to  the  pro- 
clamation of  Nov.  7810,  they  had  ordered  certain 
British  goods,  which  they  pray  permission  to  im- 
port. Mr.  S.  mpved  to  refer  this  petition  to  the 
committee  to  whom  similar  petitions  have  been  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Rhea  objected  to  the  reference  of  the  petition, 
because  he  said  it  was  ho  ding  out  a vain  hope,  in- 


sations  too  often  repeated  and  acute,  might  produce  jducing  the  petitioners  to  believe  that  congress 


as  much  evil,  as  gentle  impressions  judiciously  ma- 
naged may  produce  good.  Of  this  we  had  a most 
remarkable  instance,  when  the  effect  of  a musical 
Snsrument  was  first  tried  (it  was  an  organized  cym- 
bal) he  was  observed,  suddenly,  to  tremble,  to  turn 
pale,  on  the  point  of  fainting,  and  then  again  trans- 
ported with  pleasure*,  and  with  a sensation  hitherto 
unknown,  the  vehemence  ot  which  reddened  his 
cheeks,  made  his  eyes  sparkle,  agitated  his  pulse, 
quickened  his  respiration,  and  produced  a kind  ot 
delirium  and  intoxication. 

The  commissioners  conclude  their  report,  by  cb 
serving,  that  the  fact  of  the  actual  cure  of  Diets,  «s 
by  them  affirmed,  is  well  deserving  the  mostserious 
attention,  inasmuch,  as  it  opens  to  the  .fortunate 
deaf  and  dumb,  and  indeed  generally  to  all  those 
who  have  lost  their  hearing,  A source  of  hope  of  the 


would  grant  the  prayer  of  their  petitions,  which  he 
believed  there  was  not  a majority  disposed  to  do.  If 
gentlemen  were  anxious  to  accomplish  the  object 
these  various  petitions  have  in  view,  why  did  they 
not  lay  on  the  table  a resolution  for  repealing  the. 
non-intercourse  law,  which  it  was  desired  by  these 
petitioners  to  have  remitted  in  relation  to  them  ? 
This  would  be  meeting  the  question  in  a proper 
manner. 

Mv.  Seybert  expressed  his  confidence  that  this 
petition  would  be  permitted  to  take  the  same  course 
as  other  petitions.  He  could  not  conceive  why  the 
gentleman  should  have  thought  proper  to  object  to 
the  reference  of  this  petition,  when  he  had  this 
morning  let  others  of  the  same  tenor  pass  without 
objection.  It  was  strange  indeed  that  the  gentle- 
man should  particularly  wish  to  prevent  his  consti- 


most  interesting  nature,  even  should  it  only  be  rea-  tuents  from  receiving  the  same  attention  that  others 
Jized  upon  a small  number-of  those  most  unfortunate!  had  done.  As  to  the  encouiagement  of  a lain  hope* 
beings.  They  farther  declare,  thatthe  praisewor- ! See.  the  gentleman  would  find  on  his  file  a bill  < m- 
thy  author  of ‘that  wonderful  and  admirable  cured  bracing  such  cases  as  that  of  the  petitioners,  which 
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was  some  time  ago  reported  by  the  committee  of 
commerce  and  manufactures  ; and,  as  it  would  no 
doubt  soon  be  acted  on,  the  gentlemen  would  then 
have  an  opportunity  to  make  his  objections  to  the 
principle. 

Mr.  Rhea  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he  had 
no  intention  to  debar  any  persons  from  the  right  of 
petitioning,  but  merely  to  prevent  the  encourage- 
ment of  a delusive  hope,  which  he  did  hot  believe 
would  be  realised,  of  the  relaxation  of  the  law  in 
favor  of  these  persons. 

The  petition  was  referred. 

Mr.  W right  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  praying  for  the  erection  of  a 
manufactory  of  afms  at  Louisville,  Ken.  reported 
shat  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  is  expedi- 
ent at  present  to  erect  a manufactory  of  arms  at 
Louisville  or  elsewhere. 

The  following  letter  from  the  secretary  at  war  ac- 
companied the  report: 

War  department , March  12, 1812. 

Sir, — I have  the  honor  to  state,  in  answer  to 
your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  that  the  public  armo- 
ries at  Springfield  and  Harper’s  ferry,  are  in  opera- 
tion and  well  conducted;  that  in  the  year  1811, 
they  yielded  22,020  stand  of  arms,  viz.  at  Springfield 
12,020,  at  Harper’s  ferry  10,000.  Orders  have  been 
recently  given  to  increase  the  number  of  armorers, 
and  it  is  presumed  the  manufacture  at  those  places 
may  be  gradually  extended  to  afford  30,000  stand  of 
arms  annually,  beyond  which  it  is  considered  inex- 
pedient to  extend  those  establishments.  A scite 
was  purchased  and  buildings  erected  for  an  armory 
at  Rocky  Mount  (S.  C.)  in  the  year  1803;  but 
from  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  workmen, 
and  various  other  considerations,  those  buildings 
were  converted  into  arsenals  and  store  houses  for 
the  safe  keeping  of  such  arms  and  munitions  as 
exigencies  may  require  in  that  part  of  the  country, 

The  arms  delivered  on  private  contract  in  the 
year  ending  30th  September,  1811,  amounted  to 
11,801,  which  is  far  short  of  the  number  contracted 
f or,  but  from  the  improved  state  of  private  manufac- 
tures, a greater  number  may  be  calculated  on  in 
future.  / 

Should  additional  means  be  thought  necessary  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  legislature  in  arming  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia,  the  purchase  of  one  or 
more  scites,  and  the  erection  of  new  arsenals 
and  armories,  will  be  considered  the  most  eligible 
and  expeditious  mode  of  accomplishing  this  object. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient,  ser- 
vant, _ _ V/.  EUSTIS. 

Hon.  R.  Wright , chairman . 

After  some  desultory  debate,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  report  and  adopted  without  a division. 

Tuesday , MarchSl. — Mr.  Kent  presented  a peti 
tion  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of 
Washington,  praying  for  an  increase  of  their  capi- 
tal.— Referred. 

Mr.  Jennings,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  legislature.of  the  In- 
diana territory,  praying  to  be  admitted  into  the  Uni- 
pn  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states, 
made  a favorable  report  thereon,  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole, 

The  engrossed  bill  “ to  provide  for  persons  who 
were  disabled  by  known  wounds  in  the  revolutiona- 
ry war,”  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  incorporate  the  Louisi- 
ana lead  company,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  house  spent  some  time  in  committee  on  the 
hill  providing  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of 
Louisiana ; and,  after  some  time  spent  therein*  Mr. 


Nelson  reported  progress,  and  the  committee  oh* 
tained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Wednesday,  April  1. — Mr.  Boyd  presented  a peti- 
tion of  wire  drawers,  a business  they  have  just  com- 
menced in  the  town  of  Patterson,  N.  J.  praying  ad- 
ditional duties  may  be  laid  on  the  importation  there- 
of.— Referred. 

The  house  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting  the  govern- 
ment of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair. 

The  motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Lacoclt  to 
prohibit  the  admission  of  slaves  into  the  said  terri- 
tory, was  negatived,  Ayes  17. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
“ sixty  thousand,”  the  number  of  souls  to  entitle 
the  territory  in  future  to  become  a state,  and  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  “thirty-five  thousand.” — Motion 
negatived,  Ayes  29, 

The  committee  rose  without  debate,  and  repor- 
ted the  bill,  with  its  amendments,  in  which  the 
house  concurred. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
third  reading. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  con- 
cerning post  roads.  About  one  o’clock  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress;  because  at  that  time 

A-message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States  ; which  the  speaker  declared  to  be  of  a 
confidential  nature.  The  galleries  were  accordingly 
cleared,  and  strangers  ordered  io  withdraw. 

The  house  remained  in  session  with  closed  doors , 
until  past  eight  o’clock,  when  they  adjourned, 

[For  Thursday’s  proceedings  see  last  page.] 


Cost  of  the  Capitol. 

According  to  a statement  by  Mr.  Latrobe,  “snr 
veyor  of  the  public  buildings  of  the  United  States,” 
it  appears  that  the  south  wing  of  the  capitol,  being 
the  whole  monies  disbursed  since  March  3, 1803,  to 
January  19, 1811,  cost  in  all  $278,714-  91 

From  which  deduct  for  the  expence  of 
tho  furniture  of  the  house  and  com- 
mittee rooms  $21,216  24- — & 2,538  00 
for  leveling  the  ground  on  the  east 
front,  &c  22;744  34- 

Actual  cost  of  the  south  wing  245,970  57 

The  north  wing  including  its  inciden- 
tals, cost  337,735  83 

Whole  cost  of  the  two  wings,  exclu-^ 

sive  of  repairs,  which  have  been  , ^ 

great  and  'expensive,  particularly  j ’ 4 

on  the  north  tving  J 

There  is  one  satisfaction  resulting  from  this  great 
expenditure— if  the  hall  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives is  not  the  most  convenient,  it  is  among  the 
grandest  in  the  world ; and  for  the  vastness  of  the 
design  and  the  great  labor  done,  has,  perhaps,  cost 
as  little  as  could  have  been  reasonably  anticipated. 


Treasury  Document.  . 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT,  March  0th,  1812. 

Sir,— I have  the  honor,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the 
senate  of  the  2nd  instant,  to  transmit  two  statements  exhibiting 
the  quantity  and  value  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  both  of 
domestic  and  foreign  produce,  exported  trom  the  United  States  to 
France  and  Italy,  respectively,  during  the  last  quarter  ot  the  year 
18lCi.  and  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year  1811.  The 
exports  to  Italy,  include  both  tilt  portion  of  that  country,  which 
is  actually  annexed  to  France  and  the  kingdoms  of  Italy  ana 
Naples.  No  exports  appear  from  the  custom  house  returns  to 
have  been  made  during  that  period  to  Holland?  the  Ilause  towns* 
or  other  countries  aunexed  to  France# 
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, There  are  no  documents  in  the  treasury  by  winch  the  number 
er  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels  bound  to  France,  or  the  duties 
payable  in  that  country  on  the  articles  therein  imported  from  the 

United  States,  can  be  ascertained.  . . , 

I luive  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
Servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  honorable  the  president  of  the  senate. 

Statement,  exhibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize  exported  to  France,  &c.  from  the  1st  October  to 
the  3lst  December,  1810. 

Domestic  produce. 

Consisting  of,  fish,  oil,  whalebone, 

Staves  and  heading,  ashes,  skins  and  furs, 

Beef,  pork,  cotton,  tobacco,  wax, 

Spirits  and  medicinal  drugs. 

To.  France, 

To  Italy, 

Total, 

Foreign  produce. 

Consisting  of,  dry  goods,  teas,  coffee, 

Sugar,  spices,  indigo  and  cotton. 

\ To  France, 

To  Italy, 


338,324 

46,258 


Bells.  384,582 


233,538 

270,746 


Total, 


Statement  exliibiting  the  quantity  and  value  of  goods, 
wares  and  merchandize,  exported  to  France,  &c.  from 
the  Jst  of  January  to  the  30th  of  September,  1811. 

Domestic  produce. 

Consisting  of,  fish,  oil,  candles,  staves,  heading,  bark,  &c. 
Naval  stores,  ashes,  skins  and  furs, beef,  pork,  hams,  but- 
ter, lard,  oats,  beans,  flour,  meal,  biscuit  or  ship  bread, 
Rice,  ituligo,  cotton,  tobacco, wax  candles  and  tallow, 
Soauf  leather,  sugar,  spirits,  and  manufactories  of  iron 
anu  steel. 

To  France, 

To  Italy, 


Bolls.  504,234 


When  one  of  the  jury  was  called  to  be  swore, 
Mr.  Crawford,  the  prosecutor,  to  the  great  astonish- 
ment of  his  friends  and  brethren,  objected  to  him, 
the  juror,  on  the  ground  of  his  being  an  Orangeman „ 
Mr.  Irvine,  the  agent  for  the  traverser,  expressed 
considerable  surprise  and  indignation  at  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  prosecutor,  who  was  himself  an 
Orange  man,  casting  such  an  unfair  imputation  on 
the  character  of  the  members  of  the  respectable 
Orange  Lodges  of  this  county. 

However,  Mr.  Crawford  persisted  in  his  chal- 
lenge, and  o,n  his  being  asked  by  the  officer  of  the 
court,  why  he  made  such  an  objection  ? the  prose- 
cutor replied  in  “ Hoc  verba,”  because  the  juror  sat 
in  the  same  lodge  with  the  traverser. 

“ He  knew  them  well,  Horatio.” 

Here  the  proceedings  on  the  trial  dosed.  The 
parties,  at  the  instance  of  their  friends,  having  in- 
terchanged forgiveness,  the  intervention  of  the  jury 
became  unnecessary,  and  the  point  remains  to  he 
determined,  whether  an  Orange  man,  in  any  case, 
be  a competent  juror. 

“ Othello’s  occupation’s  gone.” 


335,484 

105,297 


Total , 


Foreign  produce. 

Consisting  of;  wine,  spirits,  teas,  coffee,  sugar,  spices, 
indigo  and  cotton, 

To  France, 

To  Italy, 


Dolls . 440,781 


885,774 

166,635 


Total, 


Dolls.  1,052,409 


St.  Domingo,  or  Hayti. 

Three  rival  chiefs  have  power  on  this  luxuriant 
and  ill-fated  island.  The  north  is  under  king  Henry 
(Christophe)  “ first  crowned  monarch  of  the  new 
world ” — the  west  is  controuled  by  'president  Petion, 
and  the  southern  commanded  by  a general  Borgela. 
To  the  “ triangular  war”  carried  on  between  the 
rival  chieftians,  is  added  all  the  horrors  of  what 
may  be  more  strictly  called  civil  commotions — 
neither  of  them  appearing  to  have  the  confidence 
or  love  of  their  people. 

The  crew  of  Henry’s  admiral’s  ship  of  44  guns, 
having  mutinied  and  carried  her  into  Miragoane, 
general  Borgela  fitted  her  out  to  capture  the  rest 
of  the  squadron,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  pos- 
session of  them,  a sloop  of  war  and  a brig.  On 
returning  to  port,  the  Haytian  frigate  was  over- 
hauled by  the  British  frigate  Southampton,  com 
minded  by  sir  James  Lucas  Leo,  who  refusing  to 
recognize  the  flag  of  general  Borgela,  said  he  must 
carry  the  vessel  to  Jamaica,  Borgcla's  captain  de- 
termined to  support  the  honor  of  his  chief,  indig- 
nantly resisted  the  proposition,  and  a battle  com 
menccd  ; which,  after  two  hours  and  a half’s  con- 
tinuance, ended  in  the  surrender  of  the  Haytian, 
with  the  loss  of  150  men  killed  and  wounded.  A 
dreadful  retaliation  on  the  English  settled  in  Bor- 
gela's  department  is  anticipated. 

\ K 

The  Irish  Orangemen. 

Enniskillen  Quarter  Sessions,  Jan.  14. 
The  king  the  prosecution  of  L.  Crawford,  against 
G.  Gallaghy. 

This  was  an  indictment  for  an  assault  on  the 


Burr  Mill  Stones. 

Sometime  ago  we  had  the  pleasure  to  insert  a 
certificate  of  Messrs.  JV.  Poole  & Co.  of  Brandy- 
wine, as  to  the  quality  of  the  Georgia  burrs — we 
extract  the  following  from  the  Augusta  Chronicle , 
to  give  an  idea  of  the  quantity  ; and  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  congratulating  our  readers  on  the  entire 
independence  of  our  country  regarding  an  item  so 
highly  important. 

“When  we  first  published  an  account  of  the  din. 
covery  of  a quarry  of  burr  stones  in  this  state,  we 
were  sanguine  in  the  belief  not  only  from  the  in- 
spection of  the  stone,  but  from  the  information  of 
the  workmen  employed  in  the  quarry,  that  they 
were  not  inferior  to  French  burr — A quantity  of 
the  rock  was  last  year  sent  to  Brandywine,  where 
it  was  manufactured  into  mill  stones,  and  where, 
by  a certificate  of  the  proprietors  of  the  mills|latcl? 
published,  they  are  found  to  be  in  every  respe 
equal,  and  in  many  superior  to -the  French  stone. 
The  quantity  in  this  state  is  inexhaustible,  a large 
bed  of  the  rock  running  the  whole  width  of  the 
state,  from  the  Savannah  river  to  the  banks  of  the 
Ocmulgee,  through  the  counties  of  Burke,  JefTer 
son,  YVashing.on,  Lawrence  and  Twiggs.” 


What  is  the  prospect  ? 

The  events  of  the  week  confirm  the  opinion,  ex- 
pressed in  our  last,  “ that  war  against  England,  or 
at  least  the  adoption  of  measures  that  will  immedi- 
ately lead  to  it,  may  be  looked  for  daily.”  The 
prince  regent  was  invested  with  full  powers  on  the 
ISth  of  February,  and  his  letters  to  his  brother  and 
to  Mr.  Perceval,  inserted  in  the  first  pages  of  the 
present  number  of  the  Register,  shewus  that  he 
has  deter  mined  to  adhere  to  the  men  and  the  mea- 
sures of  his  father’s  administration.  There  is  no 
hope  that  he  will  act  the  manly,  liberal  and  inde- 
pendent part  that  his  old  friends  so  fondly  anticipa- 
ted ; he  has  turned  his  back  upon  them,  and  sold  * 
himself  to  their  enemies.  Engulphed  in  debt  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  three  millions  of  dollars  ; and,  re 
stricted  in  the  means  of  carrying  on  his  unheard-of 
debaucheries,’ He  has  bartered  the  happiness  of  his 
people  with  his  own  dignity  to  discharge  the  for- 
mer and  to  enjoy  the  latter. Perceval  and  his 

prosecutor  by  the  traverser,  who  is  the  gaoler  of  associates  will  as  completely  hold  the  reins  as  thev 
Enniskillen.  * lever  did — they  will  only  be  careful  to  furnish  the 
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prince  with  money;  their  hands  will  be  strengthened  Washington  City,  Richmond  And  Charleston  to  rai*$ 
f>y  the  host  that  always  “worship  the  rising  sun,”  and  j the  loan  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars  authorised  by 


all  the  outrages  we  complain  of  will  continue  with 
accumulated  force,  unless  firmly  resisted.  [See  the 
Chronicle  for  some  particulars.]  There  is  no  mid- 
dle course  left  for  the  United  States  to  pursue.  The 
embargo  sy stem,  at  once  the  safest  and  the  best, 
has  been  disgraced  by  the  time-serving  conduct  of 
its  friends — -war  or  submission  present  themselves  ; 
and  all  that  sophistry  candeyise,  the  fear  of  popu 
larity  invent,  or  personal  pusillanimity  dictate,  can- 
not offer  another  alternative. 

The  crisis  demands  the  firmness  and  unanimity  of 
the  people — the  American  community  was  never 
half  so  well  prepared  as  at  this  time  for  an  exertion 
of  its  strength — every  eye  is  fixed  upon  congress 
for  the  impulse.  Let  it  be  given  with  spirit,  and 
•peace  will  be  coerced  on  honest  and  honorable  terms, 
through  war. 

At  this  period  it  becomes  us  to  lay  aside  private 
feelings  and  local  affections.  The  repose  of  the  com- 
mon family  is  disturbed,  and  its  members  should 
only  think  of  the  best  means  to  annoy  the  enemy 
and  reduce  him  to  order.  This  being  done,  we 
may,  if  we  please,  quarrel  among  ourselves  about 
republicans  and federalists,  and  freely  contend  whe 
ther  a Madison,  or  a Clinton,  or  a Pinkney,  shall  be 
the  next  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  effective  population  of  the  United  States  is 
three  times  as  great  as  it  was  at  the  commencement 
of  the  revolution,  and  the  resources  of  the  country 
are  increased  a thousand  fold.  The  western  dis- 
tricts, at  that  time  mere  wildernesses,  are  richer  in 
men  and  in  means  than  were  the  colonies  that  first 
assumed  an  “ armor  and  attitude  demanded  by  the 
crisis.”  A British  army  will  never  tread  our  soil. 
rf'heir  fleet  is  powerful,  and  some  of  our  sea-ports 
may  be  attacked  : but  we  have  a million  of  tons  of 
shipping,  and  more  able  seamen  than  all  Europe  can 
produce,  Britain  herself  excepted — they  will  not  be 
idle.  Her  possessions  are  scattered  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world  ; and  whithersoever  a keel  can  be  driven, 
she  will  be  vexed,  and  retaliated  upon  Besides, 
she  is  surrounded  by  enemies  and  her  internalpeace 
destroyed  by  th ft. lack  of  bread  for  her  people.  The 
odds  are  greatly  in  our  favor — we  shall  obtain  jus 
tice,  if  we  deserve  it.  Some  sacrifices  must  be  made, 
but  the  issue  will  compensate  the  temporary. injury. 

We  speak  thus  because  we  consider  war  as  in 
evitable,  not  because  we  prefer  it  to  an  honest  peace. 
When  the  government  of  our  country  shall  take 
that  stand  which  circumstances  press  upon  it,  the 
editor  of  the  Register  will  enter  more  fully  into 
the  spirit  of  the  times  ; and,  by  every  honorable 
means,  exert  himself  to  animate  and  give  effect  to 
the  national  feeling.  If  little  party  bickerings  shall 
unfortunately  exist,  we  shall  pass  by  them  in  si- 
lence, as  usual ; and  recognize  no  party  but  the 
friends  and  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

£^»Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  receiv 
ed  intelligence  (see  congressional  proceedings)  that 
both  houses  of  congress  sat  with  closed  doors  on 
Wednesday,  on  a message  from  the  President  (as 
is  certainly  believed)  recommending  a temporary 
embargo  ; a measure  which  all  have  considered  as 
the  necessary  prelude  to  war.  Th d National  Intel- 
ligencer, also  notices  some  articles  in  the  London 


the  late  act  of  congress.  The  proposals  shall  appear 
at  length  in  our  next  number. 


ail  his 


Morn  ing  Post,  fit c which  confirms  what  we  have 
&aid  as  to  the  prince  regent’s  having  lost  ai 
early  friends  and  supporters. 

^“Further — The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has 
ordered  books  to  be  opened  in  certain  banks  at 
Portsmouth , N.  H.  Boston,  Providence , R.  I.  Hart 
ford , Con.  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore , 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  Aprils,  1811. 

Thomas  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  is  ap- 
pointed a major  general4*  William  North  of  N. 
York,  adjutant-general;  and  Joseph  Bloomfield 
of  New  jersey,  James  Winchester  of  Tennes- 
see,and  William  Polk  of  North  Carolina,  briga- 
dier-generals in  the  new  army. 

All  the  naval  officers  of  the  United  States  have 
been  ordered  to  Washington. 

East  Florida,  it  is  stated,  has  declared  itself 
independent  of  Spain. 

Governor  Scott  of  Kentucky,  has  given  his  “ en- 
tire approbation”  to  the  request  of  governors  Hoic- 
ard  and  Edwards,  of  Upper  Louisiana  and  Illinois 
territories,  to  raise  volunteers  in  that  state,  if  it  shall 
become  necessary,  to  repel  the  hostile  incursions  of 
the  Indians.  So  far  as  the  physical  force  of  the 
savages  is  adequate  to  the  object,  an  extensive  war 
may  be  anticipated ; until  Upper  Canada,  at  least, 
the  very  heart  and  soul  of  this  nefarious  business, 
shall  be  subjugated  by  the  United  States.  The  evil  I] 
will  cease  ivith  the  came.  The  Indians  neither  make 
whiskey  to  enflame  their  own  blood,  nor  rifles  and  j 
powder  to  destroy  their  peaceable  neighbors,  the 
American  whites.  The  “ allies ” will  be  impotent  | 
when  the  head  of  the  confederacy  falls — and,  fall  it  ] 
will,  and  must. 

At  the  present  moment,  the  capture  of  the  Ilanni - 1 
bal of  Baltimore,  by  the  British,  may  be  regarded  Jy 
as  a national  loss.  She  was  built  for  Christophe,  $ 
“ king  of  Hayti,”  calculated  to  carry  30  guns,  and 
to  sail  remarkably  fast.  She  was  chased  three  days 
by  two  British  frigates,  and  would  have  escaped 
from  both,  had  she  not  been  disabled  by  a gale  o f 
wind  some  days  before,  in  which  she  carried  away 
her  top-gallant  masts  and  main  yards. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in-  Vincennes , 

dated  12  th  of  March  181 2,  to  his  friend  in  Philadel  | 

phia. 

“ There  is  140  Indians  in  treaty  with  governor  | 
Harrison.  They  are  mostly  of  the  different  tribes, 
that  were  in  the  late  action  on  the  Wabash. 

“ Forward” — Extract  of  a letter  from  a Georgia  1 
planter,  dated  March  19,  1812. 

**  Cotton  having  failed,  our  planters  have  com- 
menced largely  on  sugar , seine  and  oil.  Mr.  John  • 
Cooper  of  St.  Simons,  made  last  year  tivo  pipes  of 
excellent  red  wine.  Sweet  and  castor  oil  is  made  in 
great  abundance  on  the  sea  coast  of  Georgia.  Mr. 
Spalding,  Mr.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Grant,  all  made 
small  parcels  of  Muscovado  sugar  last  year ; the 
former  will  have  fifty  acres  in  Otaheite  cane  this 
vear.” — [Thus  are  the  inexhaustible  resources  of. 
our  country  daily  unfolding  themselves,  teaching 
us  to  look  at  home,  and  weakening  our  foreign  con- 
nections.] 

Annapolis,  March  25. 

On  Saturday  evening  last  three  seamen  made 
their  escape  from  on  board  the  British  ketch  Glea- 
nor,  lying  off  this  harbor.  Before  they  reached  the 
shore  they  were  observed  by  some  on  board,  and 
several  cannon  and  a number  of  small  arms  were 
fired ; but  without  effect,  or  even  detering  them 
from  their  object.  They  were  however  quickly 
pursued  by  three  or  four  officers  and  a number  of 
men,  armed  with  muskets,  &c.  and  notwithstand- 
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tug  they  had  been  informed  by  a justice  of  the  peace 
that  there  was  no  authority  by  which  the  deserters 
could  be  apprehended  or  delivered  up,  or  that  would 
justify  so  wanton  an  insult  to  the  dignity  of  an  in- 
dependent nation,  they  determined  to  compel  the 
return  of  the  deserters  (if  found)  by  force  of  arms. 
They  had  not  proceeded  far  before  they  were  follow- 
ed b y a.  party  of  twelve  or  fifteen  citizens  who*  (un- 
der the  impression  of  the  deserters  being  impressed 
Americans)  had  armed  themselves  with  the  lauda- 
ble determination  of  rescuing  them  at  all  hazards 
had  they  been  taken,  and  securing  the  offenders 
against  the  dignity  of  the  state.  The  Englishmen 
were  met  on  their  return  after  a fruitless  search  for 
the  deserters  ; and  on  their  arms  being  demanded, 
(dreading  the  consequence  of  resistance  and  seeing 
there  was  no  possibility  of  escape,)  very  submissive- 
ly delivered  them  up  and  were  marched  into  town  as 
prisoners  of  war.  The  citizens  with  that  true  ge- 
nerosity which  has  ever  characterised  the  American 
people,  discharged  the  arms  they  had  taken,  deli- 
vered them  to  the  prisoners  and  sent  them  back  to 
their  master’s  vessel  unhurt,  but  not  without  the 
loss  of  another  seaman  ; who  finding  himself  in  a 
free  country,  disdained  their  threats  and  boldly 
refused  to  return  on  board. 

We  have  thought  proper  to  make  this  plain  state- 
ment of  facts  as  they  occured,  as  there  is  no  doubt 
but  the  affair  will  be  much  misrepresented ; and  this 
will  serve  to  do  away  any  erroneous  opinions  w-hich 
may  be  entertained  on  the  subject. 

foreign  news. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Orbit,  at  New-Yotk, 
in  29  days  from  Liverpool,  we  have  late  and  inte- 
resting news  from  Europe.  Its  whole  aspect  is  en- 
tirely unfavorable  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States 
■—see  the  articles  inserted  in  the  preceding  pages, 
and  what  follows. 

The  prince  regent  is  invested  with  full  powers, 
but  evidently  determined  to  adhere  to  the  old  sys- 
tem of  plunder  and  impressment.  Perceval  has 
been  confirmed  in  his  place  as  prime  minister — lord 
Castlereagh  has  succeeded  the  marquis  Wellesley  as 
secretary  for  foreign  affairs.  The  latter  resigned 
because  he  would  not  act  under  Perceval.  This  is 
the  only  change  that  has  taken  place.  Lords  Grey 
and  Grenville  refused  (see  first  page  of  the  present 
number)  to  unite  with  the  prince  and  his  new 
friends — who  has  discarded  his  former  associates. 

Heavy  impressments  are  making  to  man  the  Bri- 
tish navy.  The  [London]  Stateraan  says  that  Bo  ( 
naparte  intends  to  send  his  Scheldt  fleet,  half  man- 
ned, to  the  United  States,  where  they  are  to  re 
ceive  a full  complement  of  seamen,  &c.  and  that  to 
prevent  this  the  exertion  in  Britain  is  directed. — 
The  same  paper  also  says,  that  Mr.  Barlow  is  suc- 
cessfully negociating  a loan  in  Holland  for  the  use  of 
this  country.  There  is  not  any  probable  truth  in 
cither  of  these  intimations. 

The  king  of  Sicily  has  abdicated  his  throne  ; we 
are  not  told  in  whose  favor,  but  presume  the  here- 
ditary prince  has  succeeded,  as  he  has  been  appoint 
ed  lieutenant  general  of  the  Sicilian  forces,  which 
appear,  nevertheless,  to  be  completely  at  the  dispo 
sal  of  the' British  commander  ; an  entire  change  in 
the  policy  of  the  court  being  effected.  Lord  Wel- 
. linglbn  has  been  cheated  an  earl  for  his  services  in 
Portugal,  and  received  an  additional  annuity  of 
£ 2000  per  annum.  It  is  said  he  contemplates  laying 
siege  to  Badajoz. 

The  Hornet  sailed  from  Cowes  for  Cherbourg, 
on  her  return  to  the  United  States,  on  the  19th  of 


February — She  will  not  therefore  bring  us  any  news 
from  England. 

A licensed  trade  is  still  carried  on  between  En- 
gland and  France.  On  the  3d  of  March  according 
to  notice  given,  Mr.  lioughman , in  the  house  of 
commons,  and  the  marquis  of  Lansdowne , in  the 
house  of  lords,  were  to  move  an  address  to  the 
prince  regent  to  repeal  the  orders  in  council.  There 
is  no  prospect  of  their  succeeding.  During  the 
space  of  a month,  ending  the  21st  of  Feb.  eighteen 
American  vessels,  bound  to  or  from  France,  were 
captured  and  sent  in  by  the  British.  Among  them 
are  five  belonging  to'Baltimore — one  of  these  ships, 
the  Hannibal,  has  been  valued  at  $ 500,000. 

Lord  Poivis  is  to  succeed  the  duke  of  Richmond 
as  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  ; the  duke  wishing  to 
return  home. 

Stocks,  Feb.  26.  Consols  62  1-3. 

Among  the  reports  circulating  in  London,  it  is 
said  that  Bonaparte  has  seized  11  American  ships 
in  retaliation  for  a certain  vessel  [the  Exchange  ; 
see  the  case.  No.  29,  page  33]  seized  at  Philadelphia, 
and  condemned  (or  rather  restored  to  her  original 
owners,)  by  an  American  court.  Supposing  this 
were  true,  which  we  very  much  doubt,  these  ves- 
sels will  be  restored,  as  the  decree  of  the  circuit 
court  was  reversed  by  the  highest  law  tribunal  in 
the  United  States — the  supreme  court. 

On  all  questions  that  have  come  before  parlia* 
ment  the  ministers  have  a commanding  majority, 
though  the  whole  number  of  members  attending  is 
very  small.  As,  for  instance,  when  Mr.  Whitbread 
moved  an  address  to  the  regent  to  have  the  corres- 
pondence with  America  printed — there  were  for 
the  motion  only  23,  against  it  136. 

The  Ftench  found  40,000  English  muskets  in 
Valentia,  with  an  immense  quantity  of  bayonets, 
pistols,  &.c.  They  are  disarming  the  militia  of  the 
province,  and  have  imposed  a heavy  contribution 
upon  the  people.  1 500  monks  have  been  transport- 
ed to  Fiance  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  affairs  of 
the  Spaniards  are  in  the  most  disastrous  situation 
in  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  king  of  Denmark  has  prohibited  French  pri- 
vateers from  bringing  their  prizes  into  his  ports.  A 
French  privateer  which  attempted  to  bring  in  an 
American,  her  prize,  was  fired  upon  by  a fort  in 
Jutland. 

Lexers  from  GibraPer  state  that  the  British  ship 
of  war  Conqueror,  of  74  guns,  had  been  becalmed 
under  the  guns  of  a French  battery  near  Toulon , 
and  could  not  be  towed  out  of  that  perilous  situa- 
tion until  one  hundred  and  seventy  of  her  men  were 
killed,  and  a pronort.ionate  number  wounded. 

The  losses  of  England  by  shipwreck,  in  men  and 
vessels,  within  the  last  three  months , exceed  the  ag- 
gregate loss  sustained  by  her  navy,  in  all  the  naval 
battles  fought,  and  victories  won,  within  the  last 
twenty  years. 

The  French  have  taken  possession  of  Swedish 
Pomerania,  to  close  the  whole  southern  coast  of  the 
Baltic  more  effectually  against  the  British.  It  is 
stated  that  the  emperor  of  Russia  has  entered  into 
all  the  views  of  the  emperor  of  the  French,  and 
even  consented  to  admit  French  custom  house  offi- 
cers at  his  principal  ports  in  the  Baltic.  The  effi- 
cacy of  the  continental  system  is  acknowledged  by- 
Mr.  Perceval , in  the  following  extract  from  his 

speech “When  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr. 

Whitbread]  talked  of  mercantile  distress,  attribut- 
ing it  all  to  the  orders  in  council,  he  must  positive- 
ly deny  that  it  was  occasioned  by  those  measures, 
&.c.  It  was  to  what  was  called  the  continental  swr 
tem  that  this  mercantile  distress  ivas  outing.'* 
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'Neiu-Yorky  April  1. — About  eighty  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  on  Friday,  after 
the  message. oi  the  governor  had  been  read,  and  the 
speaker  had  proclaimed  the  legislature  prorogued, 
remained  in  their  seats,  appointed  a chairman  and 
secretary,  and  adjourned  until  four  o’clock;  at 
which  time  the  federal  members  assembled  and 
passed  the  following  protest : 

Whereas  his  excellency  the  governor  has  this 
day  prorogued  the  legislature,  while  in  the  calm 
and  deliberate  exercise  of  their  constitutional  func- 
tions ; and  hereby  interrupted  the  business  of  an 
important  session  ; prevented  the  passage  of  many 
laws  which  the  interest  and  safety  of  the  people  now 
imperiously  demand  ; and  has  suddenly  dispersed 
the  legislature  at  a moment  of  great  national  dan- 
ger, and  thereby  left  the  state  defenceless  and  ex- 
posed : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  undersigned  members  of 
the  senate  and  of  the  assembly  of  the  state  ot  New- 
York,  do  hereby  protest  against  this  exercise  of 
executive  prerogative,  as  arbitrary  and  tyrannical 
in  itself ; as  subversive  of  tile  constitutional  inde- 
pendence of  the  legislature,  and  highly  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  citizens  of  this  state.” 

Albany,  %7th  Mhrch,  1812. 

Another  protest,  more  strong,  but  expressing  the 
same  sentiments  as  above,  was  drawn  up  and  signed 
by  thirty-eight  of  the  democratic  members,  who 
met  separately,  and  appointed  judge  Humphreys 
their  chairman  and  doctor  Ely  secretary. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  April  2 , — Mr.  M'Kee,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the 
Wabash,  made  a report,  in  which  they  recommend- 
ed a non-concurrence  with  the  amendments  made 
by  the  senate  to  the  first  section  op  the  bill,  and  an 
agreement  with  the  remainder. 

The  amendments  to  the  first  section  take  way  the 
extra  allowance  proposed  to  be  granted  to  the  regu- 
lar troops  and  militia. 

. The  house  disagreed  to  the  senate’s  first  amend- 
ments and  agreed  to  the  others. 

Mr.  -Nelson  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  relative  to  the  bounty  lands 
to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  state 
establishment,  made  a report  which  concluded  with, 
the  following  resolution  : 

« Resolved,  That  provision  be  made  for  securing 
troth  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army 
of  Virginia  on  state  establishment  in  the  land  or  sea 
service  of  the  said  state,  the  bounty  lands  which  were 
promised  to  them  either  by  a law  or  resolution  of 
thesaid  Commonwealth,  out  of  the  lands  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  lying  north  west  oi  the  river 
Ohio,  vvithin  the  Virginia  cession,  to  be  of  good 
quality  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  promises  made  on  the  part  of  Virginia;  and  that 
if  a sufficiency  of  good  land  within  the  meaning 
aforesaid,  cannot  there  be  found,  that  these  bounties 
shall  be  satisfied  out  of  any  other  public  land  of  the 
United  States  not  heretofore  otherwise  appropriated. 

Referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next.  [Gaz. 

Mr.  Grundy  stated,  that  in  the  absence  of  the 
chairmai/of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  he 
\yas  instructed  by  the  committee  to  offer  to  the  house 
some  propositions  for  consideration  which  were  in 
tended  for  the  members  exclusively,  he  therefore 
moved  that  the  galleries  be  cleared  ami  the  doors 
closed,  at  about  a quarter  past  12  o'clock. 


Mr.  Randolph  took  a very  great  latitude  in  his 
remarks  [on  W ednesdayj  • he  read  the  private  pro-., 
ceedings  of  the  committee  to  the  house,  and  notes 
taken  of  col.  Monroe’s  conversations  before  the. 
committee.  In  the  inferences  and  conclusions 
which  he  drew  from  these  he  was  corrected  by 
Messrs.  Grundy  and  Calhoun.  The  majority  on 
the  final  passage  of  the  bill  was  about  32  votes. 

The  doors  were  closed  [for  laying  an  embargo 
for  sixty  days]  yesterday  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grun- 
dy, and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  there  is 
something  of  a very  decided  character  before  the 
house,  as  the  committee  of  foreign  relations  have 
always  had  a decided  majority  for  energetic  mea- 
sures, and  the  time  appears  to  have  arrived  for  bring- 
ing them  forward. 

The  senate  were  likewise  sitting  with  closed  doors 
yesterday.  A.  Herald . 

Embargo. — The  senate  sat  with  closed  doors  till 
past  6 o’clock.  The  embargo  bill  was  passed  to  its 
third  reading  in  that  body.  The  bill  will  receive  the 
third  reading  to-morrow ; and  the  day  after,  you  may 
expect  to  see  the  law.  Whig. 

New-Hampshire, — The  result  of  the  late  elec- 
tion in  this  state  is  given  as  follows — a republican 
governor  ; 3 republican  and  2 federal  councillors — . 
9 republican  and  3 federal  senators  : 106  republican 
and  70  federal  representatives. 

It  appears  from  an  account  laid  before  the  house 
of  commons  that  the  total  quantity  of  corn,  grain, 
meal  and  flour,  of  all  sorts  imported  into  Great 
Britain  during  the  twelve  years  from  1799  to  1$105 
both  inclusive,  was  17,001,031  quarters. 

What  next? — The  schooner  Pert,  capt.  Jen- 
kins, laden  with  hides  and  fish,  from  Baltimore  for 
Bordeaux,  was  captured  on  the  29th  of  March, 
in  11  fathoms  water,  about  20  miles  from  the  capes 
of  Virginia — by  the  Belvidere  frigate  ! The  Pert 
received  two  shots  between  wind  and  water,,  .and 
had  her  sails  and  rigging  much  cut ; the  frigate 
having  fired  (it  is  said)  25&hots  at  her.  The  valiant 
British  captors  took  out  the  mate  and  crew,  put  15 
men  aboard,  and  ordered  the  prize  to  the  Bermudas. 

The  captain  of  the  Belvidere  had  received  intelli- 
gence of  every  American  sailing  or  intended  to  sail 
from  France— from  British  spies  or  consuls , doubt- 
less, in  our  sea-ports. 


DETENTION  OF  THE  REGISTER. 

From  several  parts  of  the  United  States  I have 
received  the  most , mortifying  accounts  of  the  deten- 
tion of  the  Register.  In  Virginia , particularly, 
tins  injury  has  been  sustained  within  the  two  months 
last  past.  As  before  observed,  the.  fault  does  not 
attach  itself  here — and  instant  means  shall  be  taken 
to  detect  and  remedy  the  evil.  I havereceivedsome 
hints  that  may  lead  to  the  exposure  of  a principal 
in  this  abominable  outrage  and  injury. 

The  necessity  of  the  case  justifies  the  editor 
in  soliciting  that  his  kind  agents  and  patrons,  gener- 
ally, would  promptly  attend  to  his  dues.  Very 
great  expenses  have  been  incurred  to  render  the 
Register  worthy  the  patronage  of  an  enlightened 
public,  and  other  extra  disbursements  to  a consider- 
able amount  are  contemplated.  Punctual  payment 
will  not  at  only  add  to  the  felicities  of  the  editor,  but 
also  increase  the  value  of  the  work. 

A few  complete  files  of  the  first  volume  of  the 
Register,  remain  on  hand  for  sale — but  will  not 
be  disposed  of  except  to  those  who  regularly  s£th- 
scribe  for  the  work 
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Legislature  of  New.  York, 


To  the  honorable  the  Assembly  ana 

Senate  of  the  state  of  TTem-Tork. 


Gentlemen,— The  constitution  of  this  state  has  vested  in  the  . . - , * • . .. 

5 />  >• • - x -iemblv  and  senate,  'just  importance  and  influence  in  the  destinies  of  the  United  Slat 


public  sentiment,  will  I fear,  however  un  justly,  att  ribute  its  passage, 
in  some  degree  to  the  influence  of  such  inducements. 

Under  such  persuasion,  l entertain  tine  most  ieurftil  apprehen- 
sions that  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  purity  and  indepen- 
dence of  legislation  will  be  fatal iy  impaired ; our  representative 
system,  which  has  been  devised  tor  us  by  our  sages  uud  wisest 
jurists  as  a safe-guard  tor  our  security, our  property  and  bur  liberty, 
ultimately  destroyed;  and  this  great  and  populous  state  lose  he? 


of  information  whjen  under  existing 
be  useful  and  important  in  deciding,  ultimately,  upon  some  of  toe 
most  important  measures  now  pending  before  the  legislature. 

I am  not  unmindful  of  the  magnitude  and  responsibility  of  the 
duty  discharged  by  this  message;  and,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  as- 
sign some  of  the  most  prominent  reasons  which  hat  e impelled  me 
to  its  performance. 

You  are  apprised,  gentlemen,  that  some  years  since  it  was  ascer- 
tained, beyond  any  reasonable  doubt,  that  corrupt  inducements  were 
held  out  to  members  of  the  legislature  in  order  to  obtain  their 
votes  iu  favor  of  an  incorporation  of  a banking  institution  in  the 
city  of  New- York;  and  the  very  strong  and  general  suspicion,  that 
the  emoluments  tendered  were,  in  certain  instances,  accepted, 
inflicted  a deen  wound  upon  the  honor  of  the  state  and  upon  the 
purity  and  independence  of  legislation. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  an  act  was  passed  incorpo- 
rating the  late  Jersey  bank ; and  although  there  has  been  as  yet  no 
judicial  investigation  as  to  the  alleged  improper  means  made  use 
of  to  obtain  that  act,  there  is  a very  general  public  opinion,  that 
unwarrantable  attempts  were  resorted  to  on  that  occasion  to  influ- 
ence, unduly,  die  then  members  of  die  legislature. 

With  respect  to  tire  bill  for  the  incorporation  of  another  bank  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  by  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  America,  now 
before  the  senate,  many,  and  forcible  objections,  exist  against  it ; and 
I cherished  the  hope  that  the  considerations  which  I had  the  honor 
to  suggest  to  the  legislature  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  would  have  had  their  due  influence.  In  corroboration  of 
those  considerations,  I might  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  remark, 
that  the  bill  now  before  the  senate  establishes,  in  the  city  of  Ne.w- 
York,  a bank  with  a capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars ; that  five 
millions  thereof  may  be  subscribed  by  the  stockholders  of  the  late 
bank  of  the  United  Slates ; without  any  provision  which  gives  a 
preference  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  ‘States ; and  thus  foreign 
stockholders  may  be  admitted,  in  the  discretion  of  the  directors,  to 
monopolize  the  stock,  and  consequent  controul,  of  the  intended 
bank,  and  thereby  acquire  a dangerous  influence  in  the  monied 
operations  and  other  important  concerns  of  the  state. 

The  banking  capita!  in  the  city  of  New-York  now  exceeds  nine 
millions  of  dollars.  This  capital,  in  the  most  flourishing  state  of 
our  commerce,  has.  been  found  adequate  to  commercial  purposes. 
The  United  States,  we  apprehend,  are  on  the  verge  of  a war  with 
Great  Britain,  in  defence  of  our  rights,  our  national  honor,  and 
our  independence ; and  commerce  is  consequently  nearly  suspended, 
Can  it  be  wise,  then,  to  increase  our  banking  capital  in  an  unpre- 
cedented manner,  at  a time  when  we  have  only  a very  limited  and 
restricted  commerce  left  ? Can  it  be  prudent  or  safe,  a t such  a time 
to  employ  British  capital,  and  subject  ourselves  to  it,  deleterious 
influence  in  thwarting  the  operations  of  our  own  government,  iu 
a jus;  and  necessary  war  with  Great  Britain:  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  would  be  unwise  and  impolitic. 

When  I contemplate  the  erection  of  a new  bank  in  ihe  city  of 
New-York  with  so  enormous  and  unusual  a capital ; when  I per- 
ceive the  resuscitation  within  this  state  of  hah'  the  whole  capital 
of  the  late  United  States  bank;  ar.dvheu  I view  tlto  power  which 
that  bank  is  to  concentrate  in  the  hands  o:  a few  individuals,  I 
cannot  but  feel  the  most  lively  apprehensions  fur  the  safety  of  all 
other  banking  institutions,  and  of  our  most  inestimable  political 
instila  lioi  c 


assembly  and  senate  until  the  twenty-first  day  of  May  next,  theA 
to  meet  in  the  ehpitol  iu  the  city  of  Albany. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  privy  seal  of  the  state  of 
New-York,  at  the  city  of  Albany,  tins  twenty-seventh  day  of 
(L.  S.)  March,  intlic  year  of  our  Lord  one. thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve.  , 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINo.  „ 

At  a general  meeting  of  the  republican  members  of  the  legislature,  , 
held  at  the  senate  chamber,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  27  ui  of 
March  I8i3-Hhe  honorable  JOHN  TAYhOU  was  chosen  chair- 
man, and  W.  ROSS,  secretary. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  signed 
by  the  members  present. 

The  prorogation  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  by  his  excellency 
the  governor,  on  this  day,  having  been  read  and  debates  thel'coa 
had 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  meeting  highly  approve  the 
same,  and  that  they  regard  it  as  an  act  emanating  from  tne  purest 
virtue  and  the  soundest  policy.  And  that  this  executive  ineasurv 
w as  rendered  imperiously  necessary  to  sa^e  uneoutnmiaated  ami 
spotless  the  purity  of  legislation,  and  the  honor  of  this  giyat,  rich 
and  prosperous  state* 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  incorporation  of  the  bank  called 
the  bank  of  America,  would  have  been  an  impolitic  measure,  not 
warranted  by  the  public  exigencies  ; and  that  by  concentrating  in 
so  unprecedented  a manner,  the  enormous  capital  of  six  millions 
of  dollars  owned  principally  by  foreigners,  and  managed  by  direc- 
tors, a majority  of  whom  are  hostile  to  the  republican  party,  might 
Have  produced  consequences  the  most  injurious  to  tiieoesuutefest 
of  our  country. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  school  fuiM  owes  its  existence 
to  a republican  legislature  ; that  it  has  been  cherished,  supported 
and  increased  by  the  republican  party ; and  that  we  should* adopt 
with  promptitude  and  zeal  every  .method  to  enlarge  that  fund  toe 
the  purpose  of  diffusing  the  bicsshigs  of  education,  morals  and 
religion  ta  the  rising  generation  ; but  we  never  can  and  never  will 
consent  to  increase  that  sacred  fund,  by  bartering  away  the  liberties 
of  the  people,  by  prostrating  our  republican  institutions,  and  mo-..- 
especially 'by  destroying  all  confidence  on  the  pan  of  the  people  in 
their  representatives. 

And  whereas  representations  under  oath  have  been  made  of  cor- 
rupt attempts  to  seduce  several  members  of  the  legislature  to  vote 
in  favor  of  the  incorporation  of  the  said  bank : ThWotbre, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  had  the  said  bill  passed  without  any 
further.  investigation  into  the  alleged  attempts  at  corruption,  it 
•would  justly  have  destroyed  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the 
discernment  or  the  virtue  and  purity  of  the  legislature ; and  thus 
the  representative  system,  the  boast, of  our  virtuous  patriots,  and 
the  palladium  of  our  rights,  would  he  endangered  if  not  subverted* 
Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  merits  our  warmest 
thanks  and  the  gratitude  of  Isis  country,  for  the  sir'.-’.  >fu;;d  lie  has 
taken,  and  the  exercise  of  a power,  wisely .given  h'm  by  the  uomtL 

I union,  of  iv  turning  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  the  people 
themselves,  to  the  end  that  information  may  be  cVdeetcd  to  guide 
the  fimil  decision  on  the  said  bill  ; arid  that  We  do ’..•ot  ar.d  cannot 
believe.  if  the  opinion  of  the  public  should  be  adverse  to  the  me** 
sure,  that  the  representatives  will  set  that  .opinion  ht  h;uig'h't',  an^ 
been  made  to  corrupt  by  bribes,  four  members  of  that  tody,  t>  vote  [boldly  proceed  iu  defiance  of  the  general  will. 

Ibr  the  passage  of  the  bill  toineorporare  the  aforesaid  i ank ; and  it  ‘Resolved,  That  in  a free  government  every  'citizen  lias  a right 


also  appears,  by  the  journals  of  the  senate,  that  an  improper  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  infiuer.ee  one  of  the  senators  to  vote  for 
tli?  bill.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  insinuate  that  improper  considera- 
tions have  induced  any  member  of  the  legislature  to  vote  for  the 
said  bill,  yet,  should  its  final  passage  now  take  pined,  before 
the  persons  implicated  ir.  holding  out  the  beforementioned  induce- 
ments shall  have  been'judiciaily  tried,  and  without,  consulting  .the 
leeiingsjjnd  opinion  of' the  coaimumty  at  large  u^on  the  subject, 

Yol.  II 


govt  - 

to  form  and  expr.ss  opinions  on  subjects  connected  with  the  public 
welfare  ; andplthough  we  sincerely  regret  that  arty  of  our  pub- 
lican fellow-citizens,  free  from  the  influence  of  improper  motives, 
have  differed  from  us  in  opinion  on  the  present  subiert.  yet  we  do 
not  mean  to  consider  them  as  aliens  fveip  the  republican  party, 
.cut  shall  willingly  consign  that  difid:  rence  to  oblivion  tm  then? 
-Miring  with  us  iu  promoting  the  great,  mtkrerisof  the  state. 

Resolved,  That  Vii ; j&e&Sng  pro  wed  ithRiedWtcly  to  mix  o»  hi  * 

Q 
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‘excellency  the  governor,  in  older  to  tender  him  the  homage  of 
tWir  ivspeets.  and  to  take  au  affectionate  leave  of  their  virtuous 
chief  n vain  st  rate.  * 


A.  J.  Hardenburgh 

Averv  Starkweather 

John  Taylor 

Joel  Keeler 

Betel*  Hurlbut 

Isaac  Haves 

O.  C.  Comstock 

Nathaniel  Allen 

Thdnvas  Ludlow 

Philetus'Swift 

Nathaniel  Cole 

James  Guyou 

Jacob  Teeple 

lsrtiel  C:irll 

Eheiiezcr  White 

Daniel  Crosby 

George  H.  Nellis' 

Beimel  Bit* knell 

Silas  Holmes 

Alexander  Livingsto 

H.  A.  Townsend 

Daniel  I.  Andrus 

Delcvan  Delance 

Archibald  McIntyre 

Casper  M.  Rouse 

Abraham  Rose 

Henry'  Weils 

Alexander  Sheldon 

W.  Ross 

David  Southerland 

John  W.  Taylor 

Seth  Marvin 

Isaac  Ogden 

Jacob  Coddington 

Wm.  W.  Gilbert- 

Ehiathan  Sears 

Daniel  Hawks 

Daniel  H.  Burr 

35.  Hoot 

Henry  Jansen 

James  Boyd 

Zebuion  Mott 

H.  Hubbard 

Joshua  Vanvleet 

Z'.  A.  Rloodgood 

Abraham  Miller 

.Tames  W.  Wilkin 

Henry  Hager 

Benjamin  Coe 

John  Young 

..*  eter  S.  Van  Ordere 

Asher  II.  Moore 

Chancy  Hyde 

Jv  Rruyn 

Samuel  Campbell 

Henry  Yates,  jnn- 

Ezra  Waite 

Nathaniel  Potter* 

John  fay 

ADDRESS 

Of  die  republican  members  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New- 

York,  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  incorporation  of  the  Bank  of 

America. 

To  their  Fellow-Citizens  ; « 

His  excellency  the  governor  having  deemed  it  his  duty,  by  a mes- 
sage this  day  delivered  to  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  to  ‘‘  pro- 
rogue die  assembly  and  senate  until  the  21st  day  of  May  next,”it 
equally  becomes  a duly  which  we  owe  to  our  constituents,  our  coun- 
try, anil  ourselves,  to  explain  the  motives  which  have  induced  us  to 
support  the  measure  alleged  by  his  excellency  to  be  the  cause  of 
this  extraordinary  exercise  of  ah  authority  long  dormant  and  never 
intended  to  be  exereisedto  defeat  a constitutional  legislative  measure. 

Before,  however,  we  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  the  passage  of  which  is  represented  by  his  excellency  as  in- 
consistent with  “ the  morals,  the  honor  and  the  dignity  of  the  state,” 
we  shall  briefly  premise,  that  liis  excellency  has,  on  this  occasion, 
perhaps  hastily- and  unadvisedly  set  up  his  own  opinion  as  opposed 
to  a majority  of  the  immediate  representatives  ofthe  people  in  both 
branches  ofthe  legislature.  Tiiis  might  perhaps,  have  been  deem- 
ed admissible  ; but  when  insinuations  so  highly  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  ofthe  legislature  are  made  as  those  contained  in  his  message, 
we  think  his  excellency  does  net  evince  that  high  respect  for  the 
majesty  of  the  people  which  is  duo  to  them.  Especially  when  it  is 
recollected,  that  after  a most  patient  and  laborious  application,  the 
reports  w hich  gave  rise  to  those  insinuations  had  been  previously 
declared  to  be  groundless.  If  crimination  and  recrimination  are  to 
be  resorted  to,  what  could  possibly  prevent  one  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment Jit  any  time,  from  impeaching  the  motives  of  another,  in 
orde  r to  establish  any  favorite  objoct,  or  defeat  any  obnoxious  mea- 
sure. without  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  state.  What  would 
prevent  the  assembly  from  declaring  the  senate  to  be  corrupt,  and 
the  senate,  w hile  retorting  the  sc. me  charge  upon  the  assembly,  to 
include  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  declare  him  it)  be  biassed 
by  improper  influence.  and  actuated  by  a spirit  of  intolerance  little 
short  ofthe  examples  furnished  in  the  history  of  England,  of  corrupt 
kings  dissolving  their  parliaments,  for  their  unyielding  integrity 
and  invincible  patriotism?  The  power  of  prorogation  is  aremnant 
of, royal  authority  w Inch  has  crept  into  our  constitution,  and  being 
so  considered,  has  been  swill  red  to,  slumber  under  the  administra- 
tions of  governors  Clinton,  .fav  and  Lew  is.  That  venerable  patriot 
who  now  dlls  the  socond  office  in  the  union,  never  exercised  that 
odious  and  extraordinary  power,  although  occasions  more  important 
than  the  present  may  have  been  presented  during  an  administra- 
tion of  twenty-one  years.  Kay,  let  it  be  recollected,  that  one,  and  a 
wry  influential  motive  which  animated  mu-  forefathers  to  declare 
themselves  independent  was,  tiial  tin;  king  of  Great  Britain  had 
“ dissolved  representative  houses  repeatedly  for:  opposing  with  man- 
ly timn^ss,  his  invasions  on  the  rights  of  the  people/’  And  also, 
‘•for  suspending,  our  own  legislatures.”  Sorry  indeed  arc  we  that  a 
power  so  odious  in  ih«t  days  ofthe  revolution,  should  have  been  re- 
sorted to  by  the  first  magistrate  of  a free  and  independent  people. 
And  tlmt  regh  tis  increased  vvhcuvve  consider  that  the  council  of 
revision,  a third  branch  ofthe  legislature,  of  which  his  excellency  L- 
a constitutional  parr,  still  remained  to  correct -the  errors  of  the  "se- 
nate and  assembly.  If  the  measure  which  induced  a prorogation 
was  pregnant  with  so  many  evils,  could  not  his  excellency  confide  in 
tin*  integrity  ofthe  highest} udivi'a!  characters ofouivstate  to  prevent 
its  pa  ;s»ge?  We  re  they  also,  they  who  arc  the  constitutional  guard- 
ians of.  the  rights,  tite  property  and  the  lives  of  oitr  citizens  presum- 
ed to  lie  corrupt  ? We  forbear  answering  tin*  question.  We  Submit 
it  to  the  good  s;  i.#e  and  discretion  of  our  cpunu'ymen. 

Without  expressing  any  decided  opinion  ns  to  the  I constitutional 
power  ofthe  governor  to  prorogue  tin*  legislature,  when  regularly 
convened  by  law,  we  hesitate  not,  how  ever,  to  say,  that  so  long  us 
serious  doubts  could  beenterlaim  d as  to  that  power,  his  excellency 
should,  ii:  our  opinion,  nave  hesitated  before  he  adventured  upon  a 
measure,  pregnant  as  a precs  dent,  with  alarming  oonsequences,  and 
quite  novel  in  the  annuls  of  American  legislation. 


We  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  causes  "-Mgued  bvhis  c t* 
celleiicv  for  such  prorogation,  and  ofthe  merits  of  the  bill,  w ULb 
lias  given  rise  to  this  extraordinary  measure.  • 

The  governor  assigns,  as  the  causes  for  proroguing  the  legisla- 
ture : 

1st.  That  some  years  since  it  was  ascertained  beyond  any  rea- 
sonable doubt,  that  corftipt inducements  were  held  out  to  the  legis- 
lature*; jn  order  to  obtain  their  votes  in  favor  of  an  incorporation  of 
a banking  institution,  in  the  city  of  N.  York,  (meaning  the  .Mer- 
chant’s Bank.) 

2d.  That  in  the  public  opinion,  unwarrantable  attempts  were  re' 
sorted  to,  to  procure  the  incorporation  of  the  late  Jersey  Bank,  at 
tlie  last  session.  ... 

3d.  That  foreign  stockholder^  may  Tic  admitted,  in  the  discretion 
ofthe  directors,  to  monopolize  the  stock  and  consequent  control  of 
the  Bank  of  America,  and  thereby  acquire  a dangerous  influence  iu 
the  monied  operations  and  other  important  concerns  oftlie  state. 

4th.  That  being  on  the  verge  of  a war  with  Great  Uriiain,  the 
incorporation  oftlie  Bank  of  America  w ould  be  an  unwise  and  a 
dangerous  measure. 

5 tit.  That  tlie  safety  of  other  banking  institutions  might  be  eu* 
dangered  by  t he  incorporation  of  the  bank  in  question. 

6th,  and  lastly.  That  attempts  had  been  made  to  corrupt,  by 
bribe,  tour  members  of  the  assembly,  and  one  member  of  the  senate. 

On  this  interesting  occasion,  w e shall  be  pardoned  for  entering 
into  an  investigation  of  the  foregoing  reasons,  offered  by  his  ex- 
cellency. 

We  cannot  conceive  that  either  the  first  or  second  reason  could 
have  any  influence  on  the  present  question.  Admitting  even  the 
Merchant’s  and  Jersey  banks  to  have  been  unduly  incorporated,  a 
fact  of  which  we  have  no  knowledge,  and  not  now  ht  eessary  to  be  de- 
termined, how  can  that  affect  the  propriety  of  incorporating  the 
Bank  of  America?  Does  it  necessarily  follow  that  the  corruption  of 
one  legislature  shall  be  visited  on  another  ; or  that  succeeding  le- 
gislatures are  to  be  made  responsible  for  the  acts  of  their  predeces- 
sors ? We  could  also  ask,  whether  it  was  decorous  and  proper  for  the 
executive  to  east  any  imputations  of  corruption,  and  that  merely 
from  pifblic  report,  on  the  act  of  any  legislature  ? l>oes  it  comport 
with  the  respect  and  dignity  due  to  the  legislative  powers  of  a state, 
for  the  executive  to  assail  their  independence,  by  calling  their  pu- 
rity in  question  ? As  w ell  might  the  legislature  resort  to  similar 
charges  on  the  executive,  and  thus  produce  an  unceasing  hostility 
between  tlye  different 'branches  of  the  government. 

The  3d  reason  offered  by  his  excellency  must  have  arisen  from  a 
misconception  of  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  bank  of  America? 
lor  by  the  terms  of  that  bill,  foreign  stockholders  are  excluded  from 
all  share  in  the  direction  of  tlie  bank,  they  being  declared  incapa* 
hie  of  voting  for  directors  thereof. 

The  4th  reason  of  liis  excellency  is,  in  our  opinion,  an  extraordi- 
nary one.  We  should  think  the  circumstance,  if  true,  of  our  being 
on  the  verge  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  should  rather  encourage  the 
institution  of  a bank  w hich  brings  into,  and  secures  to  tiffs  slate, six 
millions  oi  specie,  than  an  objection  to  it. 

The  5th  reason  is,  if  possible,  still  more  singular.  There  are  al- 
ready in  the  city  of  New -York,  five  different  banking* 'institutions ; 
and  yet  it  is  a fact  which  defies  all  sophistry,  that  not  a single  re- 
monstrance lias  appeared  from  any  of  the  said  banks.  We  humbly 
presume  that  those  banks  are  better  acquainted  with  their  own  in- 
terests than  his  excellency  can  possibly  be;  and  surely  if  the  dan- 
ger to  those  banks  was  so  apparent  as  to  alarm  the  good  citizens  of 
this  state,  they  who  are  so  deeply  interested  in  its  welfare  would  not 
be  blind  to  tlie  fact  which  forms  so  prominent  ;•  feature  in  liis  ex- 
cel lenev’s  message. 

The  6th  reason  of  liis  excellency  is  either  a libel  on  the  purity  and 
intelligence  of  the  legislature,  or  an  evidence  of  the  unsoundness  of 
the' reasons  to  which  he  has  resorted.  The  bill  w as  passed  in, the 
assembly  by  a majority  of  nineteen,  and  yet  the  governor  states  that 
offers  having  been  made  to  four  of  its  members  to  corrupt  their  in- 
tegrity, and  which  he  does  not  sax  were  accepted,  are  a sufficient 
cause  for  the  prorogation,  and  tiffs  too  after  a solemn  investigation 
by  the  assembly  and  their  unanimous  vote  that  no  corruption  had 
been  made  use  of  to  promote  the  incorporation  of  said  bank. 

His  excellency  also  adds,  that  an  attempt  w as  made  to  corrupt  .the* 
integrity  of  tt  senator.  But  we  would  ask,  by  wliat  authority  does’ 
liis  excellency  make  this  assertion?  Had  he  perused  the  journals  of 
the  senate,  he  would  have  perceived  that  the  charge  w as  expressly 
negatived,  not  only  by  the  oath  ofthe  accused,  but.  by  the  concur- 
rent oaths  of  four  members  of  the  legislature,  two  of  whom  have 
voted  against  the  bank. 

But  once  for  all,  we  here  take  occasion  solemnly  to  protest  against 
the  unprecedented  declarations  of  the  governor,  impeaching  t lie  in- 
tegrity ofthe  legislature.  We  protest  against  it,  as  being  indeco- 
rous and  unjust— as  being  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  legisla- 
ture, which  might  be  justly  punishable  iu  an  ordinary  individual,  as 
a contempt  against  the  sovereign  power  of  this  state*.  We  would 
ask,  by  what  authority  such  communications  are  made?  By,  wlitit 
authority  lias  the  governor  of  tiffs  slate  the  exclusive  power  to 
charge  the  legislature  with  insinuations  which  in  any  other  indivi- 
dual Would  be  deemed  a daring  violation  ofthe  respect  due  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  this  state  ? 

"We  shall  now  offer  to  our  constituents  and  the  slate,  some  ofthe 
reasons  which  influenced  us  in  giving  our  votes  in  favor  of  the  in- 
corporation ofthe  Bank  of  America.  On  this  part  of  the  subject, 
we  shall  bobriefi 

W e supported  the  bank  in  question,  because, 

1.  We  supposed  the  measure  calculat'  d to  increase  the  funds  of 
this  state,  bv  a gratuity  of  600,000  dollars,  and  a loan  of  2,000.006 
dollars,  at  a reduced  interest,  whenever  the  exigencies  of  tlie  state 
might  require  it. 

2.  Because  it  had  a tendency  to  diffuse  the  blessings  of  know- 
ledge, by  education  among  tin.*  poorer  classes  of  our  cAuons,  by 
supporting  common  schorls, for  which  the  present fuiid^’ very  in- 
adequate. 
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J.  Because  die  commerce  and  navigation  6f  the  state  might  be 
promoted  by  opening  canals,  ike.  and  improving  our  internal  navi- 
gation. 

4.  Because  it  brought  into,  and  secured  to  tins  state,  a specie  ca- 
pit;d  of  live  millions  of  dollars,  which,  in  case  of  tv  ar,  would  be  of 
vast  importance  to  us. 

5.  Because  the  contemplated  bank  was  tcrbe  restricted  in  thn  is- 
suing of  paper  to  the  amount  ofits  specie  capital,  whereas  every  other 
bauk  is.  permitted  to  issue  paper  to  three  times  the  amount  ol‘  its 
capital. 

6.  Because,  no  foreigners  couhl  vote,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy, 
for  any  of  its  directors,  whereto, in  other  banks  no  such  restriction 


exists. 

7.  Because,  no  other  batik  has  remonstrated  against  the  incorpo- 
ration of  the  Bank  of  America,  thus  conclusively  showing  that  no 
danger,  as  to  them,  could  reasonably  be  apprehended  from  its  insti- 
tution. 

We,  therefore,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  senate  and  as- 
sembly of  the  state  of  New- York,  conceiving  the  message  of  his 
excellency,  proroguing  the  legislature,  to  be  unw  arrantable  in  point 
of  fact,  and  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  American  legislation, 
do,  respectfully,  yet  firmly  and  decidedly,  remonstrate  and  protesi- 
against  it,  as  interrupting  the  ordinary  course  of  legislation,  pro- 
ducing great  and  unnecessary  qxpence  to  the  state,  and  inconveni- 
ence to  its  inhabitants,  and  as  opposed  to  every  principle  which 
should  regulate  a free  and  enlightened  republic. 


Sylvanus  Smalley 
Samuel  Haight 
IVallce  Marlin 
Elijah  If.  Metcalf 
Stit/iitcl  Woodworth 
Jonathan  Stanley,  j un'r 
Billy  Trtnobridgc 
John  Rcddington 
I.uther  Rich 
Rudolph  I.  Shoemaker 
William  Darroao. 
Edward  P.  Livingston 
Elisha  Arnold 
It.  Humphrey 


John  Ely 
Halsey  Rogers 
Morgan  Lewis 
kymnn  Hall 
Robert  Burch 
kitchcl  Bivhof) 
William  Taber 
Humphrey  Howland 
Zachcus  Colby 
Stephen  Close 

John  Kictland 
James  Hill 
S’>non  Savre 
Barnet  Mooney. 


Several  other  republican  members  who  voted  for  the  Bill,  kft 
town  before  die  address  was  prepared. 


[The  protest  of  the  federal  members  was  given  in  our  last,  page 
S8—  the  following  are  tlie  names  of  the  gentlemen  who  signed  it— 
David  Hopkins  Thomas  Carpenter 

Seth  Pheliw  F.rastus  Clark 


Amos  Hall  <, 

Daniel  Paris 
Jonas  Platt 

Abraham  Van  Veehten 
George  Gardiner 
Stephen  Warren 
Jacob  Van  Renssalaer 
Henry  Dodge 
Isaac  S.  Douglass 
James  Tylce 
Thomas  P.  Gro^venor 
Cyrus  Benjamin 
Joseph  Arnold 
Isaac  Brayton 
Joel  Bristol 
Thomas  Broadhead 
Valentine  Brother 
Ebenezor  Walden 
Isaac  Bryan 


Asa  Colvard 
Stephen  Gregory 
James  Heard 
John  Fleet 
Gates  Hoyt 
Roswell  Hopkins 
George  Huntington 
Samuel  Jones,  jun’r 
Daniel  Kissam 
Jacob  Lorriilard 
Thomas  Oakley 
Peter  W.  Radtjiff 
Absalom  Russel 
Isaac  Behring 
John  Storrs, 

Jesse  Tyler 
Jolin  G.  Van  Zandt 
Abraham  L.  Yiele 
John  V/ arren.  ] 


United  States5  Loan. 

NOTICE.— Wliereas  by  an  act  of  congress  passed  on  tlue  four- 
teenth day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  the  president  of  the  United  States  is  authoris- 
ed to  borrow  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  asum  not  exceeding 
eleven  millions  of  dollars,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent, 
per  annum,  payable  quarter  yearly,  so  however  that  no  engagement 
or  contract  shall  be  entered  into,  which  shall  preclude  the  United 
States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  thus  borrowed  at  any- 
time after  the  expiration  of  twelve  years  from  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry,one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen.  And  whereas,  by  the 
stud  act,  so  much  of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropria- 
tion of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  want- 
ed for  that  purpose* after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  such  part  of  the  principal  of  said  debt  as 
the  United  States  are  now  pledged,  annually  to  pay  and  reimburse, 
ft  pledged  and  appropriated  lor  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  for 
the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  stock  now'  to  be  created, 
and  the  faith  of  the  Uiytcd  States  is  pledged  to  establish  sufficient 
revenues  for  making  up  any  deficiency  that  may  hereafter  take 
pi  ne  in  the  funds  now'  appropriated  {hr  paying-  the  interest  and 
principal  aforesaid.— Attfl  w/itretrs  the  president  of  the  Uv  States  did 
tty  an  act  or  commission-  under  liis  hand  dated  the  ihirtieth  day  of 
March  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  autho- 
rise and  empower  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  borrow,  on  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  a sunt  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  eleven 
millions  of  dollars,  and  to  make  the  necessary  contract  for  the  same, 
pursuant  to  the  act  of  congress  above  recited. 

Nmo  therefore,  the  undersigned  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  congress  and  the  authority  from  the  president 
of  the  United  States  abovemeptioned,  doth  hereby,  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  eontract  and  engage  iumimmlY  folio  vyin  g*  to  wit ; 


1st.  Books  for  receiving  subscription  to  a loan  oi  ele  ven  miliums 
of  dollars  lor  the  use  of  the  Uni  ted  State  s shall  be  opened  on  the 
first  day  of  May  next. 

At  Portsmouth,  New -Hampshire  : at  the  Union  Bank. 

At  Boston,  Massachusetts : at  the  State  Bank, 

Union  Bunk, 

Massachusetts  Bank. 

At  Providence , Rhode- Island : at  the  Roger  Williams  Ranks 

At  Harford,  Connecticut : at  the  Bank  of  Hartford. 

At  the  city  of  New-Tork : at  the  Manhattan  Company, 

Median ic Us’  Bank. 

At.  Philadelphia  : at  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania, 

Farmers’  and  Meehanieks’  Bank. 

At  Baltimore : at  the  Bank  of  Baltimore, 

Coinmflrcial  end  Farmers’  Bank. 

At  the  city  of  Washington : at  the  Office  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia^ 

At  Richmond,  Virginia  : at  the  Bank  of  Virginia. 

At  Charleston , S.  Carolina : at  the  State  Bank, 

Planters’  and  Meehanieks’  Bank. 
Which  books  shall  continue  open  for  receiving  subscriptions  during 
the  ordinary  hours  of  transacting  business  at  the  said  banks  lor  two 
| days.  If  more  than  eleven  millions  of  dollars  in  the  whole  shall  bo 
subscribed,  the  surplus  shall  be  deducted  in  proportion  to  the  sum- 
subscribed  in  each  place  respectively,  by  a deduction  of  the  subs 
s motions  exceeding  four  thousand  dollars. 

2d.  For  e very  hundred  dollars  which  may  he  subscribed,  there 
shall  be  paid,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  the  sum  cf  twelve  tfoilars 
and  fifty  cents,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  each  of  the  ensuing  months 
ol  June,  July,  August,  September,  October,  November  and  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  respectively.  Each 
subscriber,  at  the  time  of  paying  any  of  the  above  instalments  after 
the  first,  may  pay  all  or"  any  of  the  subsequent  instalments,  and 
will  be  emitted  to  receive  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
,aimuni  on  the  amoftnt  thus  paid  from  the  time  of  actual  payment. 

3d.  On  the  failure  of  payment  of  any  instalment  of  the  Sums 
subscribed  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  second  article,  the  next  pre- 
ceding instalment  of  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents  which  shall  have 
been  paid  for  every  hundred  dollars  subscribed  shall  be  forfeited  to 
the  U.  States. 

4th.  If  any  subscriptions  shall  be  reduced  in  consequence  of  a 
greater  sum  than  eleven  millions  of  dollars  being  subscribed,  con- 
formably to  the  first  article,  the  amount  of  such  reduction  to  be 
forthwith  returned  to  the  subscribers  from  whom  such  reduction 
shall  have  been  made. 

£th.  Each  subsequent  instalment  must  be  paid  at  the  same  bank 
at  which  the  original  subscription  was  made,  and  where  the  first  u> 
staimentV.as  paid. 

6th.  Ijor  such  sums  or  number  of  shores  of  one  hundred  dollars,  as 
may  be  subscribed,  the  cashiers  of  the  respective  banks,  within  twen- 
ty days  after  the  time  of  subscribing,  shall  give  certificate:;  stating 
the  sums  subscribed  and  payment  made,  and  on  which  the  pay. 
ments  ofthe  subsequent  instalments  when  made  shall  be  respective- 
ly endorsed ; w hich  certificates  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement 
and  delivery  ofthe  parties  in  whose  favor  they  may  be  isstied,  until 
the  completion  ofthe  payments  • required  by  the  tenor  of  the  se- 
cond article. 

7th.  Alter  the  completion  of  the  payments  aforesaid,  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  certificates  of  the  cashiers,  on  which  such  payments 
have  been  completed  on  surrendering  the  same  at  the  Lean  Office 
of  the  state  in  which  the  subscription  and  payments. shall  have  been 
made,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  commissioners  of  loans, 
certificates  of  funded  capital  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
centum  per  annum  from  the  time  when  the  said  instalments  shall 
hav'e  been  paid  respectively,  and  payable  quarter  yearly,  at  the  se  - 
veral loan  offices  or  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  where  the 
same  may  stand  credited : which  certificates  of  funded  capit  al  stock 
shall  be  issued  in  sums  of  one  hundrid,  four  hundred,  one  thou- 
sand, four  thousand  or  ten  thousand  dollars,  at  the  option  of  the 
proprietor,  and  shall  l»e  transferable  by  the  creditors  or  their  attor- 
nies  duly  constituted,  at  the  treasury  and  loan  offices  respectively, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  present  funded  debt  ofthe  United  Stat.c, 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  rules  which  have  been,. or  which  may  be 
established  relative  to  the  transfer  ofthe  said  debt. 

8th.  After  the  payment  of  the  fifth  instalment,  such  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  certificates  ofthe  cashiers,  of  four  hundred  dollars 
and  upwards,  as  may  thou  be  desirous  of  funding  the  same,  may, 
on  presume  , , them  ax  the  loan  office  of  the  state  in  which  the 
subscription  and  payments  shall  have  been  made,  receive  from  the 
commissioner  of  loans,  certificates  of  funded  capita!  stock  ofthe 
description  aforesaid,  for  the  amount  ofthe  four  first  instalments, 
or  one  moiety  of  the  sum  expressed  in  the  subscription  cevtifii  ates. 

9th.  Afu-r  the  last  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  tw  enty-four,  and  alter  reasonable  notice  to  the 
creditors,  which  shall  be  given  by  an 'advertisement  in  some  public 
new  sparser  printed  at  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  the  said  capital  stock  shall  be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  reimbursement  of  the  whole  sum  which 
| may  at  that  time  stand  credited  to  any  proprietor  on  the  books  of 
the  treasury  or  of  the  loan  offices  respectively. 

10  th.  So  much  of  the  funds  constituting ’the  annual  appropria- 
tion of  eight  millions  of  dollars  ibr  the  payment  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of*h-  United  Slav*  s,  at  maybe  uoe 
cessary,  for  the  regular  payment  ml'  the  interest  and  for  the  red  oj. 
'Ibur.;:  incut  of  the  principal  of  the  stock  t!>  be  ere  t.;d  under  ihR 
contract,  together  with  the  faith  of  the  U.nittd  States,  for  its  due 
| fulfilment,  are  hereby  pledged  in  pursuance  of  Red  according  to, 

I ’.lie  terms  and  conditions  of  the  act  cf  congress  herein  before  re- 
cited. 

Given  under  tny  hau  l and  the  seal  of  the  treasury  of  the  Unit- 
I ST''  XT-  State-.'  at  'VVasliinrlon,  this  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one 
I . xAJr.i  thousand  eifclit  hundred  aud twelve. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

Secretary  ofthe  Treasury. ' 
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Fmharcro  T (Scribed  by  the  act,  entitled  “ An  Act  to  regulate 

* , (the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,” 

AN  ACT  laying  an  embargo  on  all  the  ships  ano  i sfed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  and  such  penalties 
States,  for  a limited  time.  may  be  examined,  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  like 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 1 manner,  and  under  like  conditions,  regulations 
tatives  of  the  United  Slates  if  America  in  congress  | and  restrictions,  as  are  prescribed,  authorised  and 
assembled.  That  an  embargo  be  and  hereby  is  laid  j directed  by  the  act,  entitled  “An  Act  to  provide 

for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  forfeitures,  penalties 
and  disabilities  accruing  in  certain  eases  therein 
third  day  of  March,  one 

United  States,  cleared  or  not  cleared,  bound  to  any  {thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and 
foreign  port  or  place;  and  that  no  clearance  be  {made  perpetual  by  an  act  passed  the  eleventh  day 
furnished  to  any  ship  or  vessel  bound  to  such  foreign  |of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  : Pro- 
port  or  place,  except  vessels  in  ballast  with  the  J vided,  that  all  penalties  and  forfeitures,  which  shall 
consent  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  ; and  {have  been  incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act,  previous  to 
that  thepresident.  be  authorised  to  give  suchintruc  {the  expiration  thereof,  niay  and  shall  thereafter  he 
lions  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and  of  the  navy  {recovered  and  distributed  in  like  manner,  as  if  this 


for  the  term  of  ninety  days  from  and  after  the  pas 
sing  of  this  act,  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports 
and  places  within  the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of  the  mentioned,”  passed  th 


and  revenue  cutters  of  the  United  States,  as  shall 
appear  best  adapted  for  carrying  the  same  into  full 
effect : Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  departure  of  any 
foreign  Ship  or  vessel,  either  in  ballast  or  with  the 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize  on  board  of  such 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  when  notified  of  this  act. 

Sec,  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  no  registered  or  sea- 
Ibtter  vessel  shall  be  allowed  to  depart  from  any  one 
port  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  within  the 
same,  unless  the  master,  owner,  consignee  or  fac- 
tor of  such  vessel  shall  first  give  bond,  with  one  or 
moi;e  sureties,  to  the  collector  of  the  district,  from 
which  she  is  bound  to  depart,  in  a sum  of  double 
the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  conditioned  that 
the  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  with  which  she 
shall  be  laden  shall  be  relanded  in  some  port  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And'  be  it  further  enacted , That  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  during  the  continuance  of  this 
a&t,  depart  from  any  port  of  the  United  States  with- 
out a clearance  or  permit,  or  if  any  ship  or  vessel 
shall,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  pro- 
ceed to  a foreign  port  or  place,  or  trade  with  or 
put  on  board  of  any  other  ship  or  vessel  any  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize,  of  foreign  or  domestic 
growth  or  manufacture,  such  ships  or  vessels, 
goods,  wares  and  merchandize  shall  be  wholly  for- 
feited, and  if  the  same  shall  not  be  seized,  the 
owner  or  owners,  agent,  freighter  or  factors,  of 
anv  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  for  every  such  offence 
forfeit  and  pay  a sum  equal  to  double  the  value  of 
the  ship  or  vessel  mid  cargo,  and  shall  never  there- 
after he  allowed  a credit  for  duties  on  any  goods, 
wares  or  merchandize  imported  by  him  or  them  in- 
to any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
master  or  commander  of  such- ship  or  vessel,  as 
well  as  all  other  persons  who  shall  knowingly  be 
concerned  in  such  prohibited  foreign  voyage,  shall 
each  respectively  forfeit  and  pay  a sum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty ' thousand,  nor  less  than  one  thousand 
dollars  for  every  such  offence,  whether  the  wesse.1 
be  seized  and  condemned  or  not,  and  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  any  master  or  commander,  know- 
ingly offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  sec 
lion, 


act  had  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Wm.  H.  CRAWFORD, 
President  of  the  Senate  pro-tempore. 
April  4,  1812. 

Approved,  JAMES  MADISON. 


British  House  of  Lords. 

P'ebruaryl , 1812. 

Revenue. — Lord  Grenville  rose  to  remark  that 
a deficiency  in  the  consolidated  fund,  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  had  been  pointed,  out  early  in  the 
session  : their  lordships  would  find  on  an  examina- 
tion of  the  accounts,  that  the  charge  upon  the  same> 
fund  had  increased  to  one  million  and  a half;  so 
that  the  whole  decrease  was  three  and  a half  mil- 
lions. Indeed  this  appeared  also  in  the  tot  al  sums  : 
that  for  the  former  period  being  £30,413,000, — for 
the  latter  <£26,880,000,  making  a difference  of 
<£3,533,000,  and  (would  their  lordships  believe  it !) 
there  was  a sum  of  <£3,000,000  in  the  account  with 
Ireland  stated  as  a part  of  the  receipts. — This  sum, 
in  the  present  financial  situation  of  Ireland,  was 
not  a resource  but  a charge.  The  deficiency  was 
not  all  that  might  be  discovered  by  an  accurate 
examination  of  these  accounts. 

Lord  Harrowby  admitted,  that  the  sum  in  the 
account  with  Ireland  was  a charge  upon  the  fund  ; 
but  he  insisted,  that,  considering  the  nature  of  the 
War,  both  the  expences  and  the  deficiencies  of  the 
customs  were  small. 

Lord  Lauderdale  firmly  believed  that  our  finan- 
cial situation  required  the  immediate  interference 
of  parliament. 

Monday , March  9.— The  earl  of  Lauderdale  moved 
for  certain  other  copies  of  export  licences. 

Earl  Bathurst  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the  mo- 
tion, but  he  must  deny  the  statement  made  by  the 
noble  lord,  when  he  gave  notice  of  the  present  mo- 
tion, namely,  that  our  export  trade  had  been  car- 
ried on  without  anv  adequate  returns  by  imports. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  he  had  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  a case,  since  he  last  addressed  the 


house  on  this  subject,- which  rendered  it,  in  his 
shall  ever  thereafter  be  inadmissible  before  j opinion,  still,  more  necessary  to  have  all  the  papers 

rade  laid  before  the  house.  That 


any  collector  of  the  customs  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  pen- {was  the  case  of  an  American  vessel  bound  from  a 
aides  or  forfeitures  arising  under,  or  incurred  bv  inert  in  America,  with,  a cargo  for  Bordeaux,  and 
virtue  of  this  act,  may  be  sued  for,  prosecuted  and  licensed  bv  the  French  emperor,  which  wm  taken 
recovered,  with  posts'  - of  suit,  by  action  of 'debt.,  Ay; « British  Atip, of  ipar,  and  after  being  condemned 


in  the  name  of  tfie  United  States  of  America,  or 
bv  indictment  or  information  in  any  court  haying 
competent  jurisdiction  to  try  the  same  ; and  shall ‘to  know  whether  anv  return  of  that 
be  distributed  and  accounted  form  the  manner  pre-  irnade  in  the  list  of  our  exports. 


in  one.  af.  our  prize  courts,  was  licenced  by  the  same 
cargo-  It  was  therefore,  necessary  for  the  house 

cargo  was 
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Earl  Bathurst  knew  nothing  of  the  case. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale  wished  to  know  if  there 
was  any  entry  made  at  the  custom-house  of  such 
exports,  or  if  the  quantity  of  goods  was  endorsed  on 
the  docket. 

Earl  Bathurst  said,  undoubtedly  it  was.  The 
motion  was  then  carried. 


Amelia  Island. 

Savanna h,  March 26. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  St.  Mary’s,  dated,  March  2i)th. 

“ The  insurgents  or  patriots,  formed  a camp  on 
Rose’s  Bluff,  opposite  St.  Mary’s,  at  the  same  time 
the  gun-boats,  were  ordered  to  proceed  down  to  the 
sound,  when  they  were  moored,  their  guns  loaded, 
and  every  man  to  his  station — several  signal  guns 
were  fired  by  the  commodore  ; the  insurgents  then 
embarked  in  boats  from  Rose’s  Bluff,  and  proceeded 
to  Amelia  island,  where  they  landed,  col.  Lodowick 
Ashley  at  their  head,  and  demanded  the  surrender 
of  the  island,  which  was  refused  by  the  command- 
ant, but  who  requested  a parly  until  he  could  send 
a deputation  to.  commodore  Campbell,  who  was 
then  sailing  up  and  down  the  harbor,  to  ascertain 
whether  he  would  assist  the  insurgents  in  case  they 
were  resisted — the  commodore’s  reply,  was,  that  he 
would  assist  the  insurgents.  The  island  was  then 
surrendered  to  col.  Ashley,  and  the  flag  of  the  pa- 
triots was  immmediately  displayed  on  the  ramparts 
of  the  fort,  which  was  soon  succeeded  by  the  flag 
of  the  United  States.  The  United  States  troops  are 
now  in  possession  of  the  island  of  Amelia — the 
country  of  East  Florida  in  possession  of  the  patri- 
ots, and  the  town  of  Augustine  and  the  garrison 
in  possession  of  the  soldiers  of  Ferdinand  the  7th. 
The  governor  of  that  place  is  determined  to  hold 
out  to  the  last  extremity.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Fernandina , March  21. 

“ fn  my  last  I gave  you  a hint  of  what  was  going 
on  here,  I have  now  to  inform  you  that  a large  party 
of  men  crossed  the  river  St.  Mary’s,  about  20  miles 
above  this  place,  and  succeeded  in  revolutionising 
allthe  country  between  St.  Mary’s  and  St.  John’s. 
Amelia  is  the  onty  place  that  shewed  any  resistance, 
but  from  the  threats  of  the  American  gun-boats,  un- 
der the  command  of  commodore  Campbell,  and  the 
formidable  appearance  of  the  revolutionists,  the 
commandant  of  Amelia  surrendered  the  town  and 
garrison  of  Fernandina  without  firing  a shot,  on 
the  following  terms  : tiiat  the  commandant  and 
troops  would  be  allowed  to  march  out  with  the  ho- 
nors of  war,  and  upon  delivering  their  arms  would 
receive  their  parole,  not  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
revolutionists  during  their  present  contest.  That 
all  individual  property,  whether  lands  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  considered  sacred,  and  h either  be  examined 
or  touched, but  remain  and  be  used  to  the  same  man- 
ner as  before  the  capitulation  ; the  island  24  hours 
after  the  capitulation  shall  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States  of  America  under  the  express  conditions,  that 
the  port  of  Fernandina  shall  not  be  subject  to  any 
of  the  restrictions  in  commerce  which  at  present 
exist  in  the  United  States,  but  shall  be  open  as 
heretofore  to  British  and  other  vessels  and  produce, 
on  paying  the  lawful  duties  and  tonnage,  and  in  case 
of  a war  between  the  United  States  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  port  of  Fernandina  shall  be  open  to  British 
merenandize  and  merchant  vessels,  and  considered 
a free  port  until  1st  May,  1803. 

The  inhabitants  who  had  grants  to  cut  lumber 
shall  nave  the  same  continued  until  1st  May.  1813. 
All  vessels  of  every  description  ihall  be  protected 


and  clearances  given  to  any  port  as  before,  except- 
ing to  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  well  as  all  vessels  arriv- 
ing before  the  1st  May,  1813. 

All  British  or  other  merchandize,  which  have 
been  regularly  entered  according  to  the  laws  and 
regulations  ol  the  Spanish  government  shall  be  ex- 
ported from  here  and  admitted  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  free  of  dutie^,  until  the  1st  May,  1813. 
And  all  vessels  owned  by  Spanish  subjects  of  this 
island,  shall  be  entitled  to  regular  American  regis- 
ters. 

All  inhabitants  of  this  place,  who  do  not  choose 
to  remain  under  the  American  government,  are  al- 
lowed one  year  to  settle  their  business,  and  should 
a war  take  place,  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  they  will  be  allowed  to  appoint  agents  to  set- 
tle their  business. 

The  above  is  as  near  the  substance  of  the  terms 
or  capitulation,  as  I can  at  present  recollect.  1 have 
only  to  add  that  general  George  Mathews,  agent  for 
the  United  States,  has  confirmed  the  same,  on  ac- 
count of  his  government. 

P.  S. — On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  (he  gun- 
boats came  and  anchored  before  the  town,  im- 
mediately put  springs  on  their  cables,  lo'aded  their 
guns  with  cannister  shot,  and  levelled  them  at  this 
defenceless  place,  when  they  were  ordered  by  the 
commandant  not  to  pass  the  garrison,  they  answer- 
ed that  they  did  not  come  in  a hostile  manner,  but 
that  they  would  aid  and  assist  the  patriots,  and  was 
it  not  from  their  interference  we  could  have  defeated 
any  force  the  revolutionists  could  bring  before  us. 

You  will  observe  that  goods  are  not  allowed  ta 
enter  from  here  until  the  president  approves  of  this 
measure. 

Charleston,  March 27. — Wehad  the  pleasure 
of  conversing  with  a gentloman,  who  left  Amelia 
Island  on  Sunday  last,  and  who  arrived  this  morn- 
ing in  the  stage  from  Savannah.  He  states,  that  a 
day  or  two  previous  to  the  16th  inst.  Amelia  Island 
was  summoned  to  surrender  by  the  revolutionists  at 
St.  Mary’s  who  accompanied  their  summons  with 
a declaration,  that  the  United  States  troops  station- 
ed there,  w’ould  assist  them  in  taking  possession  <jf 
it,  should  they  refuse.  The  commandant  of  Ame- 
lia having  requested  and  obtained  a short  time  to 
return  an  answer,  wrote  immediately  to  major 
Laval  and  commodore  Campbell,  to  know’ whe- 
ther it  was  their  intention  to  co-operate  with  them. 
The  major  returned  for  answer,  that  having  had  no 
instructions  from  his  government  to  that  effect,  he 
should  not.  In  the  mean  time,  major  Laval  was 
superceded  in  the  command  by  colonel  Smyth*. 
The  commodore  did  not  answer  until  the  next 
morning,  when  he  stated,  that  he  had  no  instruc- 
tions to  render  such  assistance,  but  that  he  should 
act  with  them  on  his  own  responsibility;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  16th  or  17th  proceeded  to  drop 
the  gun  beats  down  the  river.  Some  signal  guns 
having  been  fired  by  the  commodore,  Amelia  was 
taken  possession  of,  without  opposition,  on  Wed- 
nesday the  18th  by  the  Spanish  revolutionists,  con- 
jointly with  the  United  States  troops.  One  compa- 
ny of  riflemen  w’as  sent  from  col.  Smythe’s  com- 
mand. The  g'entleman  mentioned  above  on  whose 
information  w'e  rely  with  confidence,  entertains 
no  doubt  of  their  having  proceeded  immediately  to 
St.  Augustine,  where,  we  understand,  thexe  is 
some  considerable  force. — Times. 

Additional. — A company  of  riflemen,  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States  army,  proceeded  from  the 
American  side  of  the  St.  Mary’s,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a lieutenant  and  accompanied  by  general 
Mathews,  of  Virginia,  to  Amelia  : when  the 
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patriotic  forces,  ivho  had  been  increased  by  rein  I the  country  they  so  much  villify ; and,  what  is 
forcements  to  about  L'iU  men,  were  drawn  up  to  j stranger  still,  Americans  have  been  found,  willing 
receive  them;  and  the  place  was  formally  surren-  to  undertake  the  infamous  task,  of  giving  currency 

to  their  contemptible  fabrications. 


dered  to  the  American  arms.  The  patriot  flag  was 
now,  in  its  turn,  pulled  down,  and  the  American 
standard  hoisted  in  its  place.  By  the  articles  of 
capitulation  entered  into  between  the  commander 
ot  the  patriotic  forces,  and  Don  Lopez,  the  Spa- 


It  would  be  adverse  to  every  principle  of  human 
nature,  to  conceive,  that  men  uninfluenced  by  the 
all-powerful  motives  of  self-interest,  could  so  far 
degrade  themselves  as  to  prefer  downright  and  pal- 


v .1  , -,  7 . q.  degrade  themselves  as  to  preier  downright  anrt  pai- 

nish  commandant,  it  was  stipulated  that  Amelia  c i u i u ....  n i • ? . ..  v 

t,.i  i u ..  C 1 * c * jpable  falsehoods,  where  toe  choice  of  truth  was 

Island  should  remain  a free  port  until  the  first  of  „ r . , 

ici'i  i , , * , , . within  their  reacn.  It  cannot,  fora  moment,  be 

Ibid,  that  it  should  not  he  subject  to  our  . i c ,,  , 

, ...  ..  t d ...  , .icioubted,  that  such  writers  as  Smyth,  and  Moore 

lestliclive  laws  until  that  time  ; tnat  tinUsh  and!  nd  Ajh  and  parkin.on  hive  becn  we/,  pa;d  bv 

other  vessels  by  paying  proper  duties,  shou Id,  with  the  British  minbtet*  for  their  respective  iLr,  and 
their  cargoes,  have  free  admission,  to  sell,  &c.  that! 


private  property  should  be  respected,  &c.  &.C.  It 
is  said  that  all  the  rest  of  East  Florida  is  in  posses- 
sion of  the  revolutionists,  except  St.  Augustine. 


Travellers  in  America. 

In  the  humorous  list  of  travellers,  enumerated  by 
Sterne,  there  is  no  such  class  to  be  found  as  the 
hired,  traveller : a sect  which,  it  may  therefore  be 
presumed,  had  no  existence  in  his  time,  but  which 
has  lately  become  very  numerous.  They  are  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  “lying  travellers’1' who  arege 
rierally  content  to  exaggerate  and  magnify  what  they 
see,  into  marvellous  accounts,  which  are  scarcely 
expected  to  he  credited,  and  which  are  not  intend 
ed  to  injure  the  reputation  of  an  individual,  or  tra 
tiuce  the  character  of  a nation.  These  “ Munchau 
$en”  gentry,  for  example,  will,  with  great  gravity, 
assure  you  that,  in  such  a place,  vegetation  is  so 
brisk  and  vigorous  that  if  one  stops  for  a few  mo- 
ments in  a field  to  contemplate  the  surrounding 
scenery,  he  is  in  danger  of  being  seized  upon  by  the 
luxuriant  vines,  and  borne  down  by  the  weight  of 
their  enormous  fruit  ; or  that  in  coming  to  such  a 
ferry  gentlemen  have  narrowly  escaped  being 
drowned,  with  their  horses,  by  jumping  into  the 
y>\nd  of  a water  me  lion,  through  mistake,  instead 
of  the  ferry  boat . But  the  hired  traveller , who  is 
always  a liar  also,  does  not  confine  himself  to  this 
species  of  romancing.  The  glass  through  which 
he  looks  at  objects  is  always  inverted  ; he  will  tell 
you,  for  instance,  after  a long philosophical  discus 
sio#i  of  the  various  causes,  that  the  moon  in  this 
country  is  not  larger  than  Jupiter  or  Venus  in  any 
other  ; that  the  rivers  are  all  creeks,  and  the  moun 
tains  mole  hills  ; that  the  men  have  no  beards , and 
the  women  no  teeth  ; in  short  that  the  Lilliput  of 
Gulliver,  is  a perfect  Brobdingnag,  compared  to 
this  dliTb'nittive  continent. 

With  a few  exceptions,  England,  the  little  **  sea- 
girt island,”  the  land  of  freedom,  the  nation  of 
hto'oes,  the  birth-place. of  honor , may  boast  the  ex- 
clusive merit  of  cherishing  this  description  of  tra- 
vellers. To  her  credit,  be  it  said,  their  journals, 
their  tours,  and  their  travels,  never  fail  to  meet  a 
welcome  reception,  and  a ready  circulation ; un- 
happily for  them,  however,  this  last  is  sometimes 
pushed  too  far.  To  have  answered  all  the  purposes 
of  the  “ most  noble,”  and  most  honorable  Cabinet 
of  St,  James,  (bv  the  bye,  I should dtke  to  know 
how  a king  of  England  came  to  be  sanctified, ) the 
publication  of  these  metamorphoses,  should  have 
been  confined  to  his  most  mad  majesty’s  dominons  ; 
and  their  authors  might  ha^e  modestly  assumed  the 
without  the  dread  of  haying  their 


travels  through  these  United  States.  A govern- 
ment under  whose  benign  influence,  all  are  equal, 
all  are  happy,  must  be  an  eternal  reproach  to  the 
tyrants  of  the  European  world.  It  is  their  hellish 
policy,  to  exclude  from  their  deluded  slaves,  every 
thing  which  might  in  any  way  tend  to  awaken  in- 
quiry into  natural  right  ; they  are,  therefore, 
taught  to  believe  that,  in  the  only  free  country  un- 
der Heaven,  the  people  are  savage;  poor,  illiterate, 
unsocial,  uncivilized.  Nay,  they  have  been  told, 
that  on  this  unbounded  continent,  nature  herself 
droops  and  languishes  ; that  animals,  trees,  and 
plants  want  the  vigor  which  a royal  clime  imparts 
to  the  productions  of  the  earth. 

Were  we  to  consider  the  falsehoods  and  misre- 
presentations of  these  adventurers,  only  as  intended 
to  hold  us  up  to  the  derision  and  contempt  of  other 
nations,  we  should  not  deem  it  necessary  to  bestow 
a moment’s  time,  to  the  trouble  of  contradicting 
them.  But  something  is  due  to  posterity,  some- 
thing is  due  to  the  whole  race  of  travellers  ; for  lies 
detected  in  one  must  tend  to  diminish  confidence  in 
the  credibility  of  all.  The  base  fabrications  of  these 
English  hirelings  are  insults  which  should  be  resen- 
ted by  every  respectable  tourist.  As  to  the  frequent 
contradictions  of  each  other  to.  be  found  in  their 
respective  journals,  they  are  beneath  the  dignity  of 
criticism  ; they  may  remain  ss  monuments  of  the 
discrimination  with  which  the  secret  service  money 
of  Britain  is  expended.  Mother  country  is  a favorite 
term  with  these  sons  of  “ St.  George.”  With  how 
much  consistency  it  is  applied  to  this  country,  will 
he  readily  seen,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  ori- 
ginal discoverer  was  a citizen  of  the  republic  of  Ge- 
noa, the  first  settlers  Spaniards,  and  the  present  in-, 
habitants  an  heterogeneous  compound  of  “ the  li- 
beral English,  the  ostentatious  Scotch,  the  warm- 
hearted Irish,  the  penurious  Dutch,  the  proud  Ger- 
man, the  solemn  Spaniard,  the  gaudy  Italian,  and 
the  profligate  French.”  It  would  be  indeed  difficult, 
as  Mr.  Ashe  has  observed,  to  conjecture,  “ what 
kind  of  character  is  hereafter  to  arise  from  an  amal- 
gamation of  such  discordant  materials.”  But  is  it 
not  strange  that  England  should  still  avow  herself 
the  mother  of  such  a race  ? that  she  should  be  stilj 
graciously  pleased  to  acknowledge  her  relationship 
to  a country  where  “bigotry,  pride,  and  a malig- 
nant hatred  to  herself  characterize  the  inhabitants  ?’3 
to  a country,  “when  sordid  speculators  alone  suc- 
ceed, where  classic  fame  is  held  in  derision,  where 
grace  and  taste  are  unknown,  and  where  the  orna- 
ments of  style  are  condemned  or  forgotten  ?”  to  a 
country  where  the  men  are  “turbulent  citizensB 
abandoned  Christians,  inconstant  husbands,  unna- 
tural fathers,  and  treacherous  friends?”  How 
^finitely  indebted  are  we  to  the  “ l bera[  English” 

That  our  coun- 


title of  historians _ 

x'eracity  called  in  question.  But,  to  be  serious,  lYor  this  brotherly  condescension!  

such  is  the  unblushing  impudence  of  these,  incon  try  men  may  properly  appreciate  their  debt  pf  grati 
ucionable  liars,  that  some  of  them  have  even  gone  tute,  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  point  out  tq  them 
so  fa*'  as  to  cause  their  adventures  to  be  printed  in  (the  many  proofs  of  their  unworthiness  as  detailed 
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by  the  legitimate  sons  of  “ mother  country,”  who 
have  lived  and  travelled  among  them, who  have  seen 
them  in  all  their  nakedness,  and  who  must,  there- 
fore, be  supposed  perfectly  cdmpetent  to  form  a cor- 
rect judgment. 

The  first  of  these  travellers  that  presents  himself; 
to  us  is  I.  Ferdinand  I).  Smyth,  Fsq.  This  gentle 
man,  according  to  his  own  account,  travelled  up- 
wards of  five  thousand  miles,  through  the  United 
States,  and  sometimes  at  the  rate  of  fifty  five  miies 
a day  on  foot,  and  consequently  had  the  fairest  op 
portunity  in  the  world,  of  forming  correct  opinions 
upon  whatever  met  his  view.  We  are  not  at  all 
displeased  to  learn  from  him  that  the  citizens  of 
Baltimore  have  been  long  famous  for  the  manufac 
lure  of  a certain  description  of  dressing  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  gentlemen  loyal  to  “ his  majesty  a 
circumstance  which  rendered  his  stay  among  them 
involuntarily  short.  lie  proceeded  with  rapid  steps 
to  Chotank,  a settlement  in  Virginia,  which  being 
the  birth  place  of  Washington,  occupied  his  atten- 
tion for  sonic  time.  Here,  he  learned  that  every 
individual  of  this  numerous,  and  extensive  settle 
ment  was  related  by  blood  to  the  “ American  gene- 
ral and  here  also,  we  presume,  he  learned  that 
the  general  was  descended  from  a family  of  good 
repute,  that  he  had  received  a very  common  educa- 
tion, and  made  the  principal  part  of  his  fortune  by 
marriage.  But  for  the  honor  of  the  C hot  ankers, 
we  cannot  believe  they  added  the  following  to  the 
character  of  their  relation,  viz.  that  in  his  public 
capacity,  he  uniformly  cherished  views  of  the  high- 
est ambition,  though  he  pursued  an  apparently  mild 
and  moderate  conduct ; that  he  was  totally  destitute 
of  generous  sentiments,  and  even  of  common  hu- 
manity, (which  in  other  words,  simply  means,  that 
he  sanctioned  the  execution  of  one  of  “ hi.s  majes 
ty’S”  spies)  and  that  he  never  during  his  lij e per- 
formed a single  action  that  could  entitle  him  tot  he  least 
share  of  merit  or  praise,  much  less  of  glory.  The  Vir 
ginians  who,  in  nothing,  seem  to  resemble  the  rest 
of  the  world,  speak  a language  peculiar  to  them- 
selves ; a proof  of  which  our  “ traveller”  has  given 
us  in  the  person  of  a Mr.  Hoe,  the  owner  of  the 
ferry  by  which  he  crossed  the  Potomack  to  Cho- 
tank, “ and  a near  relation  of  the  American  gene 
ral.”  Mr.  Hoe,  being  questioned  by  some  friend 
respecting  his  father’s  health,  with  an  air  of  pom 
posity  made  the  following  reply,  which  we  may 
suppose,  the  “ traveller”  entered  on  his  tablets  in 
in  short  hanii,  as  he  assures  his  readers  he  has  given 
it  verbatim  as  it  was  delivered.  “Sir,  the  intense 
frigidity  of  the  circumambient  atmosphere,  had  so 
.congealed  the  pellucid  aqueous  fluid  of  the  enor 
mous  river  Potomack,  that  with  the  most  eminent 
and  superlative  reluctance,  I was  constrained  to. 
procrastinate  my  premeditated  egression  into  the 
palatinate  province  of  Maryland,  for  the  medicjfl, 
chemical  and  galenical  coadjuvancy  and  co  opera 
tiofi  of  a distinguished  sanative  son  of  Esculapius, 
until  the  peccant  deleterious  matter  of  the  arthritis 
had  pervadedthecrawATn,  into  which  ithad  ascended 
and  penetrated,  from  the  inferior  pedestrial  major 
digit  of  my  paternal  relative  in  consanguinity, 
whereby  his  morbosily,  was  magnified  so  exorbi- 
tantly, as  to  exhibit  an  absolute  extinguishment  of 
vivifi cation.”  This  bombulous  style,  as  the  “ travel- 
ler” has  happily  termed  it,  is  considered  by  the 
Virginians,  as  a sure  mark  of  dignity  and  superior 
consequence,  and,  perhaps,  is  a remote  cause  why 
so  many  presidents,  .and  secretaries  have  been  cho- 
sen from  that  state. 


South  Carolina,  since  “ the  general  and  unhappy 
revolt.”  7' hey  were  the  happiest  and  most  hospi- 
table people  in  the  world,  “ while  under  thcjviild  and 
easy  government  of  GreatBritam,”  but  now  o tem- 
po ra  infelicilrr  mutata  1 “the  face  of  plenty  is  no 
j longer  to  be  seen,  ncr  are  the  doors  of  hospitality 
open  to  the  stranger,  whose  life  as  well  as  property, 
is  not  even  by  any  means  secure.”  He  relates  some 
curious  secrets  of  the  Roman  Catholic  establish- 
ments in  the  “ palatinate  province ” of  Maryland, 
at  each  of  which  the  priests  “ seem  to  have  a haram 
of  female  slaves,  who  arc  now  become  white  by  their 
mixture.  There  are  at  this  time,  numbers  of  beau- 
tiful girls,  many  of  I hem  as  fair  as  any  living,  who 
are  absolutely  slaves,  in  every  sen>e,  to  these 
priests.”  Of  which  fact,  no  doubt,  the  “traveller” 
was  demonstratively  convinced.  Notwithstanding 
these  harams  of  the  priesthood,  however,  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  are  complimented  with  being'“  bet- 
ter descended”  than  most  of  the  otner  Americans 
“ who  arc  frequently  ashamed  to  trace  their  ances- 
tors a jingle  generation  hack.”  The  ’Squire  drd 
not  meet  with  very  handsome  treatment  in  Frede 
ricktown,  Hagerstown,  and  the  back  parts  of ’ -Ma- 
ryland, which  lie  describes  as  being  inhabited  bv  a 
set  of  creatures,  who  “ have  no  idea  of  social  life, 
and  are  more  like  brutes  than  men.”  And,  what 
seems  to  be  a elijnax  to  their  ferocities,  they  enter 
tain  an  unconquerable  aversion  to  “ king  Shorsh” 
and  the  “ mother  country.”  Thepoor  “traveller” 
gets  into  a great  many  imminent  and  perplexing 
dangers  among  these  people.  In  one  of  which 
distressing  dilemmas,  it  must  have  made  his  h ;Vi r 
stand  erect  to  hear  a German  butcher  exclaim  “ bv 
Goat  Ic’n  would  kill  all  de  Enklish  tiefs,  as  soon  as 
Ich  would  kill  van  ox,  or  van  cow.” 

7' he  “ rebellion”  produced  the  same  unhappy 
results  to  Philadelphia,  that  were  experienced  in 
South  Carolina  ; “ having  changed  it  from  a place,  of 
universal  philanthropy  and  brotherly  love,  to  a per 
petual  seeneof  discord,  confusion  and  illiberalitv.” 
In  New  England  our  “ traveller”  appears  to  have 
been  well  received,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge 
from  his  glowing  description  of  the  country  and  peo- 
ple. “ 7'he  land  is  broken,  poor,  and  stony,  the 
timber  inferior  in  magnitude  and  height,  and  the 
Indian  corn  itself  of  a diminutive  growth.  The  in- 
habitants are  possessed  of  narrow  principles,  hi- 
gotted  and  illiberal — a stranger  may  travel  many  a 
day  without  being  once  asked  to  cat  ©rdriuk  ; but 
he  cannot  call  at  any  house,  without  being  required 
to  give  an  account  of  himself  bv  every  person  in  ir. 
In  short,  says  he,  they  are  destitute  of  hospitality, 
and  superahound  in  impertinent  curiosity.”  We 
fear  to  tresspass  on  our  readers’  patience,  yet  we 
cannot  leave  this  ge  n t !em  an  ’ * facetious  “ tour”  with- 
out another  extract ; in  which  he  has  given  a most 
philosophical  and  learned  description  of  a “ verv 
peculiar  insect”  that  he  met  with,  upon  Long 
island,  called  Katy  clid’s.  “ They  are,  (savs  hej) 
from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  three  quarters  ia 
length,  of  a most  beautiful  vivid  green,  #s  (Mick  as  a 
lady’s  finger,  with  two  large  and  almost  transparent 
wings  : they  are  perfectly  inoffensive,  but  extremely 
clamorous  arid  noisy  ; ll*ey  generally  appear  about 
the  middle,  of  summer  in  great  numbers,  and  fix 
their  residence  among  the  leaves  and  small  branches 
of  young  and  lively  fruit  trees,  but  the  cherry  is, 
their  favorite,  and  their  green  color  renders  thena 
discovered  with  great  difficulty;  but  their  noise  k 
loud  and  incessant,  one  perpetually  and  regularly 
answering  the  other  in  notes  exactly  similar  ' La  ths 


Qw  “traveller”  found  a wonderful  difference  in  words  Katy  clid or  Kaiy  Katy  did.  repeated  by  me. 
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pmd  another  immediately  bawls  out  JQzly  did’nt  or 
Katy  Katy  did*nt.  In  this  loud  clamor  they  conti- 
nue without  ceasing  until  the  fall  of  the  leaf,  when 
they  totally  disappear.”  Mr.  Smyth  concludes  his 
f tour  in  the  United  States  of  America,”  with  a 
fair  and  candid  exposition  of  his  sentiments  respect- 
ing the  government,  which  are  so  similar  to  those 
under  the  impression  of  which  Mr.  Hem  * under- 
t -ok  hjs  late  honorable  agency  in  the  north,  that 
we  must  once  more  crave  the  indulgence  of  our 
readers,  while  we  present  them  with  the  following 
extract ; in  which^  indeed,  is  to  be  found  the  very 
cream  of  the  story  (as  a dairy  maid  would  say,)  and 
the  main  object,  end,  and  aim  of  the  book.  “ The 
government  of  the  United  States  (says  Mr.  Smyth) 
is  unsettled,  precarious  and  doubtful,  destitute  of 
energy,  vigor  and  firmness,  and  actually  incapable 
pf  enforcing  their  own  decrees  ; a commerce  fiuc- 
fr  rating  and  unprofitable,  with  the  balance  of  trade 
% i every  channel  against  them  ; two-thirds  of -their 
s ibjects  absolutely  disaffected  to  their  rule , which  is 
o rtainly  the  ease,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been 
id  eged  to  the  contrary  ; and  the  remainder  running 
in  o riots,  confusion  and  every  kind  of  culpable  and 
p,n  l^rimina  l excess, \n  open  opposition  to,  and  defiance 
pf  'ill  legal  authority — without  artisans,  without  ma- 
nufactures : — their  rulers  corrupted  by  French  gold, 
captivated  by  the  tinsel  parade,  grandeur,  and  affected 
ami: y of  that  artful,  perfidious,  and  gaudy  people, 
and  influenced  by  their  promises  and  specious  affabi- 
lity. From  this  representation,  which  is  by  no  means 
exaggerated , every  person  with  the  least  share  of  dis- 
pe  nment,  or  even  common  understanding  must 
plainly  see  how  undesirable , and  indeed  how  unfit  a 
\ 'place  of  residence  the  United  States  must  be  for  any 
pne  whatsoever,  either  needy  or  affluent .”  With  this 
unexaggerated  representation  staring  them  in  the 
face,  how  wonderful  ! how  passing  strange,  that 
people  should  bk  so  mad,  so  absolutely  bewitched  as 
to  abandon  “thp  finest  climate,  country,  and  soil 
in  the  world,  where  they  enjoy  every  felicity,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  free  and  mild  government  of 
Great  Britain,  to  settle  in  a barren  inclement  ivilder- 
pess,  in  a region  of  frosts  and  fogs”  where  Katydid 
and  Katy  Katy  didnH  are  incessantly,  perpetually , 
and  without  ceasing,  carrying  on,  aloud  and  clamour- 
ous, and  noisy  war  of  words.  So  much  for  I Ferdi- 
nand D.  Smith  esq.  c.  q.  r.  But  what  is  the 
meaning  of  the  three  last  letters,  unless  it  be  con- 
founded queer  rogue , we  are  really  at  a loss  to  con- 
jecture. 

We  shall  now  endeavor  to  pursue  another  of  these 
gentlemen  in  his  “travels  in  America  performed  in 
jS06”  for  the  benefit  of  “ his  majesty’s”  subjects  in 
fd>e  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
(to  be  continued) 


Secret  Journal 

Of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives , 

$o  far  as  the  injunction  of  soeveev  has  been  removed  from  their 
proceedings ; that  is  in  relation  to  the  embargo  law. 

Wednesday , April  1. — The  message  mentioned  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  this  day  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  message  having  been  read; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  that  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  be  taken  off,  respecting  the  I message  last 
read,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative  as  follows  : 
YEAS.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Bambert,  L!<£,d,  Reed— li. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bradley,  Campbell,  (of  Ten.) 
Condit,  Crawford,  C'mts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib, 
Rope,  Robinson,  Smith,  (of  Md.)  Smith,  (of  N.  Y.)  Tail,  Taylor, 
1 urner,  Varnum,  Worthington— 2J, 


The  message  was  then  referred  to  Messrs.  Camj)- 
hell,  (of  Ten.)  Taylor,  German,  Pope  and  Bayard, 
to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Thursday,  April 2. — A message  was  received  from 
the  house  by  Messrs.  Wright  and  Giundy,  inform- 
ing the  senate  that  they  had  passed  a bill  “ laying 
an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  arul 
harbors  of  the  United  States  for  a limited  time,” 
and  that  the  committee  were  instructed  to  impress 
on  the  senate  a speedy  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Tenn.  stated,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  that  having  had  in- 
timation that  a bill  on  the  subject  had  passed  the 
other  house,  the  committee  would  not  at  present 
make  a report. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  that  the  bill  be  print- 
ed, under  injunction  of  secrecy,  for  the  use  of  the 
senate,  it  passed  in  the  negative — Yeas  11,  Nays  21. 

Mr.  Anderson  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  ol  the 
senate  which  requires  a bill  to  have  its  first  and 
second  readings  on  different  days. — Motion  carried 
in  the  affirmative — Yeas  20,  Nays  12. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  referred  bo  the  commit- 
tee yesterday  appointed  on  the  confidential  message 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  following  resolution  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  senate  any  information 
in  possession  of  the  government  touching  our 
foreign  relations,  which  has  not  been  already  com- 
municated, and  which  in  his  opinion  it  may  not  be 
injurious  to  the  public  interests  to  make  known  to 
the  senate. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative,  as  follows  : 

YEAS —Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German,  Giles.  Gilman,- 
Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith 
ofMd.— 14. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Anderson.  Bibb.  Campbell  of  Ten.  Condit,  Craw 
ford.  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum.— 17. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ten.  from  the  committee  to 
whom  the  bill  was  referred,  reported  it  amended. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bayard  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  section  ? 

And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  act  entitled 
“ An  act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,” and  also  the  3d  section  of  the  act  entitled 
“ An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “ An 
act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France 
and  their  dependencies  and  for  other  purposes,”  be 
and  the  same' are  hereby  repealed. 

And  on  the  question  to  adopt  the  amendment,  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley,  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Good* 
ri  b,  Horsey.  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of  Md.  Woe' 
thington.— 13. 

N AYS. — Messrs.  Anderson.  Bibb.  Campbell  of  Ten*  Condit*  Craw? 
ford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  N.  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum.— 19, 

And  the  bill  having  been  debated,  the  president 
resumed  the  chair,  and  it  was  by  Mr.  Anderson 
reported  with  amendments ; which  were  read  and 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bradley  to  postpone  the  fur- 
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ther  consideration  of  the  bill  till  to  morrow,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative.  , 

Ordered  that  the  bill  pass  as  amended  to  a thirc 

reading.  „ „ . , 

Friday,  April  3.— On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson, 
the  blank  in  the  embargo  law,  caused  by  the  era 
snre  of  the  word  “ sixty”  was  filled  with  the  word 

“ ninety.”  , 

On  the  question  “ shall  this  bill  pass  as  amended . 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative  as  follows  : ^ 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb.  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ten.  C°n*  . . 
ait,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  GaiUard,  Cfrcgg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope, 
Robinson,  Smith  of  N.  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  \ a mum,  .v  oi'-l  ed  it 

1 NAYS.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bradley, Dana, German, Giles,  Gilman, 
Goodrich,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  ot  Md.— 

A message  was  accordingly  sent  to  the  house  of 
representatives. 

' Saturday , April  4.— The  bill  was  enrolled,  &c. 
and  the  approbation  thereof  by  the  president  com- 
municated to  the  senate. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  April  1,  1812.— A confidential  ones 
sage,  in  writing,  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  secretary  ; 
which  he  delivered  in  at  the  speaker’s  table. — 
Whereupon 

The  house  was  cleared  of  all  persons,  except  the 
members,  &c.  and  the  doors  were  closed. 

The  said  message  was  read  at  the  clerk’s  table 
and  is  as  follows  : 

CONFIDENTIAL. 

if  To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States . 

«c  Considering  it  as  expedient,  under  existing 
circumstances  and  prospects,  that  a general  embar- 
go be  laid  on  all  vessels  now  in  port  or  hereafter 
arriving  for  the  period  of  sixty  days,  I recommend 
t*he  immediate  passage  of  a law  to  that  effect. 

“JAMES  MADISON.' 

April  1 , 1812.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Porter, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  message  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  presi- 
dent’s message  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
which  relates  to  foreign  relations 
And  after  a short  lapse  of  time, 

On  motion  made  and  leave  given, 

Mr.  Porter,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, presented  a bill  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States  ; which  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  to-day. 

The  house  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  com 
mittee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  said  hill,  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Basset  reported  that  the  committee 
had  according  to  order  had  the  said  bill  under  con 
sideration  and  made  no  amendment  thereto. 

The  question  was  then  stated  that  the  said  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  thethird  time — And  after  debate 
arising  thereon. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Ro- 
berts, and  being  demanded  by  a majority  of  the 
members  present ; whereupon 

The  said  previous  question  was  taken  in  form 
prescribed  bv  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  house,  to 
wit:  “shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?”  And 
passed  in  the  affirmative  as  follows  : 

YF. AS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Bassett,  Bibb, 
Black  ledge,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clieves,  Clay,  Crawford,  D 
vis,  Dav 
Gholson 

Hyneman,  Johnson.  Kent,  King.  Laeoek,-  Letever.  Little,  Lawnde 
£yle,  M'Kee,  M‘Kim,  Metcalf,  MitehilJ,  Mpryow,  New,  Newton’ 


Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts. 
Sage,  Scavcr,  Sevier,  Seybert.  Shaw.  Smilie.  G.  Smith,  Strong,  Tal- 
liaterfo,  Troup,  Turner,  Wiilgery,  Winn,  Wnrght.— 66. 

NAi^S.— Messrs.  Bacon, Bigelow,  Blocker,  Breckenride,  Brigham, 
Burwoll,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Ely,  Emott,  Fitch,  Gold,  Jackson, 
Key,  Livingston,  Macon,  M‘£ryde,  Nelson,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Porter, 
Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Retd,  Ridgely,  Rodman,  SUetfey,  J. 
Smith,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Stow,  Sturge.s,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Whca 
ton,  White,  Whiteliill,  Williams,  Wilson— 40. 

Fife  question  was  then  iaken  that  the  said  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a third  time,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative — Yeas  71,  nays  39. 

A motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  that  the 
bill  be  read  thethird  time  to  morrow,  and  pass- 
in  the  negative. — Yeas  54,  nays  57. 

A motion  was  made  and  seconded  that  the  said 
bill  be  read  the  third  time  to  day  ; and  the  question 
thereon  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  bill  was  then  accordingly  read  the  third 
time  and  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative  : 

YE  AS* — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bacon,  Bard,  Bas- 
set, Bibb,  Rlackledge,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves*. 
Clay,  Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  DinsmOrc,  Earle,  Find- 
ley. Fisk,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B,  HaU, 
O.  Hall,  Harper,  Ifyr.eman,  Johnson,  Kent,  King’,  Lacork,  I, cle- 
ver, Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  M‘Kim,  Metcalf,  Mitehill,  Mo>- 
row,  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Pond 
Porter,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Shaver,  Sevier,  Seybert 
Shaw,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  Strong,  Troup,  Turner,  Whitehill,'  Wil- 
liams, Widgery,  Wjnn,  Wright— 70. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Bleeeker,  Boyd,  Breckcmidge,  Big- 
ham,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Davenport, 

Gold,  Hufty,  Jackson,  Key,  Law,  Livjngsto 


Ely.  Emott,  Fitch, 
Livingston,  M'Bryde,  Mostly, 


Pearson,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rjdge- 
iy,  Rodman,  She  hey,  J.  Smith,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Stow,  Sturgtsi 
Taggart,  Taliaferro,  Tallmadge,  Tracy,  Wheaton,  White,  Wil- 
son-i-41. 

Mr.  Grundy,  and  Mr.  Wright  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  senate  and  to 
inform  them  that  the  house  of  representatives  have 
passed  the  same,  in  confidence,  and  desire  tiicir 
concurrence  therein. 

And  the  doors  were  then  opened. 

Friday,  the.  3 d of  April,  1812. — A message  was 
received  from  the  senate  hy  a committee  of  that  body, 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  consisting  of  Mr.  Bibb 
aiul  Mr.  Campbell  of  Tennessee  notifying  the  house 
That  the  senate  have  passed  the  hill  entitled  “An 
act  laying  an  Embargo,  &c.”  with  amendments,  m 

which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of  the  house 

and  withdrew. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments— and  being  read  at  the  clerk’s  table 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis  and  Seconded, 
that  the  said  bill  and  amendments  he  postponed  in- 
definitely. And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  de 
termined  in  the  negative. — Yeas  42 — Nays  72. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smilie,  and  se- 
conded, that  the  house  do  concur  with  the  senate 
their  amendments  to  the  bill.  When 
A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph  and  second 
ed,  that  the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  postponed, 
until  Monday  next. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Emott  and  se 
conded,  that  the  said  hill  and  Amendments  be  post- 
poned for  thirty  days,  which  superceding  the  mo  - 
tion of  Mr.  Randolph. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  by  mr.  Ro- 
berts, and  being  demanded  by  a majority  of  the 
members  present.  : 

The  said  previous  question  was  taken  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  house, 
viz.  “ Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put,”  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative.  Yeas  67,  na3's  44. 

The  speaker  then  decided  that  the  main  ques- 
tion tc  be  now  put  was  “Will  the  house  concur 
usicKrcage,  crown,  ouutx,  wumoun,  sieves.  ^iay,  ^raw.ur..,  with  the  Senate  in  the  amendments  made  to  til 9 
is,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsinoor,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin- j said  bill?”  and  not  upon  the  proposition  for  pOGt- 
yliolson.  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy.  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  i ponement 

I FrQin  which  decision  Mr.  Randolph  moved  or 
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appeal,  which  being  seconded,  the  question  was  | 
put — “ Is  the  decision  of  the  chair  correct?”  And! 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Stanford  was  then  about  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion upon  concurrence  with  the  senate  in  their 
amendments,  when  he  was  stopped  by  the  speaker 
and  informed  that  it  was- inadmissible  to  discuss  the 
question,  and  that  it  must  be  forthwith  put  without 
debate.  From  which  decision  of  the  speaker  an 
appeal  was  made  to  the  house  by  Mr.  Stanford,  and 
being  seconded,  the  question  was  put — Is  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  correct  ? And  passed  in  the  affir- 
mative. Yeas  86,  nays  17,  those  in  the  negative 
were — 

Messrs.  Baker,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ely,  Jackson,  Law, 
Lewis,  Pitkin,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgely,  Sheffey,  Stan- 
ford, Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Wheaton. 

A division  ot  the  question  was  called  for  by  Mr. 
Pitkin  ; and  was  taken  on  concurring  with  the  first 
amendment  of  the  senate,  which  amendment  pro- 
poses to  strike  out  the  word  “ sixty,”  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  the  word  ‘‘ninety,”  so  as  to  ex- 
tend the  duration  of  the  embargo  from  sixty  to 
ninety  days,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Bacon,  Bard,  Bibb.  Black- 
ledge,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burwell,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Crawford.  Davis, 
Dawson,  Earle,  Findley,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  R. 
Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hyneman,  King,  Lacock,  Lefever,  Little, 
Lyle.  Macon,  M'Kim,  Morrow,  Nelson,  Newton.  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Porter,  Rhea.  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sea- 
ver,  Sevier,  Seybcrt,  Smilie,  Stanford,  Strong,  Taliaferro,  Troup, 
Turner,  Williams,  Widgery,  Winn.— 55. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Archer,  Baker,  Basset,  Bigelow,  Bleecker,  Breck- 
inridge, Brigham,  Butler,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Clay,  Davenport, 
Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Ely,  Einott,  Fitch,  Gold,  Hawes,  Jackson,  John- 
son, Kent,  Key.  Law.  Lewis,  Livingston,  Lowndes,  *M‘Bjyde,  M‘- 
Kce,  Metcalf,  Milner,  Mitchil!,  Moseley,  New,  Pearson,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  Quincy,  RaiMolph,  P.eed,  Ridgely,  Rodman,  Sheffey,  G. 
Smith,  .7.  Smith,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tracy, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilson — 53. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  senate  were  then 
concurred  in — and 

Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Williams  were  appointed 
a committee  to  deliver  a message  to  the  senate  and 
inform  them  of  the  concurrence  of  the  house  in 
their  amendments. 

The  doors  were  then  opened. 

Saturday,  Aprils. — Mr.  Crawford,  reported  the 
embargo  law  duly  enrolled  ; the  speaker  signed  the 
bill  and  Mr.  Calhoun  and  Mr.  Williams  were  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  carry  the  same  to  the  senate 
for  the  signature  of  their  president. 

Mr.  Crawford  subsequently  reported  the  presen- 
tation of  the  bill  to  the  president  ot  the  U.  States 
for  his  approbation,  and' that  the  committee  were 
instructed  by  the  president  to  inform  the  house 
that  he  had  approved  and  signed  the  said  bill. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Grundy  and 
seconded  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  by 
this  house  on  their  proceedings-  relating  to  the 
aforesaid  bill  be  removed.  And  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Monday , April 6, 1812. 

The  act  to  authorise  a detachment  from  the  Mi- 
litia of  the  United  States,  was  read  a third  time— 
and  the  question  of  its  passage,  was,  after  debate 
determined  as  follows. 

For  tltc  bill— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Eradley,  Brent.  Campbell. 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin.,  Gasilawl,  Gregg.  Howell,  Leib,  Lloyd, 
Pope,  Reed,  .Robinson,  Smith  of  N.  York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Va  rnmn.  Worth i n gton— 22. 

Against  the  bill— Messrs,  Condi t,  German.,  Giles,  Gilman,  Good, 
rich.  Lambert,  Smith  of  Md.  7. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

■'Tuesday,  April  7.— -'On  motion  of  Mr,  Campbell  oi 
Term.  “ 


j The  galleries  were  cleared  and  the  doors  of  the 
I senate  chamber  closed. 

The  injunction  ot  secrecy  respecting  the  bill 
from  the  house  of  representatives  “in  addition  to 
the  act  entitled  ‘ and  act  to  raise  ar\  additional  milita- 
ry force/  passed  January  11,  1812,”  was  taken  off; 

And,  on  motion  by  Air.  Anderson,  the  bill  was 
read  a third  time. 

On  the  question  “ shall  the  bill  pass  ?”  it  was  de- 
cided as  follows. 

For  the  bill— Messrs.  Anderson,  Campbell  of  Tenn.  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington— 14. 

Against  the  bill — Messrs.  Giles,  Gilman,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter, 
Reed,  Smith  Md.— 7. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  [seepage  102.] 

Wednesday,  Apnd  8. — The  senate  proceeded  to 
consider  the  disagreement  or  the  house  to  their 
amendment,  to  the  bill  respecting  those  engaged  in 
the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,  which  expunges 
the  allowance  of  extra  pay  to  those  engaged  in  the 
service.  ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pope,  that  the  senate  recede 
from  their  said  amendment,  there  were — 

For  receding  7 

Against  it  14-  - 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Leib, 

The  senate  resolved  to  insist  on  the  said  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  state  of  Loui- 
siana was  read  a third  time,  On  its  passage  there 
were — 

For  the  bill— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ten. 
C yndi t,,C r a w fo rd , Cutts,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gilman,  Gregg,  Howell, 
Leib,  Pope,  Smith  of  Md.  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Yarnum,  Worthington— 21. 

Against  the  bill— Messrs.  Dana.  Goodrich,  Lambert,  Llovd, 
Reed-5. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  3. — Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  me- 
morial of  Oliver  Evans,  on  the  subject  of  patent 
rights  ; which  was  read  and  referred  to  a select  com- 
mittee, on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lewis. 

[After  some  other  minor  business  had  been  trans- 
acted] 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 

Having  examined  and  considered  the  bill,  entitled 
“ an  act  providing  for  the  trial  of  causes  pending  in 
the  respective  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
case  of  the  absence  or  disability  of  the  judges  there- 
of,” which  bill  was  presented  to  me  on  the  25th  of 
March  past,  1 now  return  the  same  to  the  house 
of  representatives,  with  the  following  objections. 

Because  the  additional  service  imposed  by  the  bill  on 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  U.  States 
are  to  be  performed  by  them,  rather  in  the  quality  of 
other  judges  of  other  courts,  namely,  judges  of  the 
district  courts,  than  in  the  quality  of  justices  of  the 
supreme  court.  They  are  to  hold  the  said  district 
courts,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  acts  relating  to  the 
said  courts  which  are  by  law  required  of  the  district 
judges.  The  bill  therefore  virtually  appoints,  /or 
the  time,  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  to  their 
distinct  offices  ; to  which  if  compatible  with  their 
original  offices,  they  ought  to  be  appointed  by  ano- 
ther than  a legislative  authority,  in  pursuance  of 
legislative  provisions  authorising  the  appointments. 

Because  the  appeal  allowed  by  law  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  district  courts  to  th  e circuit  courts,  whilst 
it  corroborates  the  construction  which  regards  a 
judge  of  the  one  court  as  clothed  with  a new  office 
by  .being  constituted  a judge  of  the  other,  submits 
£pf  correction  erroneous  judgme-nts,  not  to  superior 
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or  other  judges,  hut  to  the  erring  individual  him 
self,  acting  as  the  sole  judge  in  the  appellate  court.  \\ 

Because' the  additional  services  to  be  required, 
may  by  distances  of  places  and  casualties  contempla 
ted  by  the  bill, become  disproportionate  to  thestrengl  h 
and  health  of  the  justices  who  are  to  perform  them, 
the  additional  service  being  moreover  entitled  to 
no  additional  compensation ; nor  the  additional 
expences  incurred  to  reimbursement.  In  this  view, 
the  bill  appears  to  be  contrary  to  equity,  as  well  as 
a precedent  for  modifications  and  extensions  of  ju- 
dicial services  encroaching  on  the  constitutional  te- 
nure of  judicial  offices. 

Because,  by  referring  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States  questions  of  disability  in  the  district 
judges,  and  of  the  unreasonableness  of  delaying  the 
suits  or  causes  pending  In  the  district  courts, 
and  leaving  it  with  him  in  such  cases  to  require  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court  to  perform  additional 
services,  the  bill  introduces  an  unsuitable  relation 
of  members  of  the  Judiciiary  department,  to  a dis 
cretionary  authority  of  the  executive  department. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

April  3,  1812. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gold,  the  message  was  order- 
ed to  he  printed  : and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford, 
it  was  ordered  that  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the 
re-consideration  of  the  said  bill, -in  the  mode  pre 
scribed  by  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Porter  said  he  was  instructed  by  the  commit 
tee  of  foreign  relations  to  submit  to  the  house  a pro 
position  in  theiropinion  requiring  secreoy.  Where- 
upon the  galleries  and  house  were  cleared  of  all 
other  persons  than  the  members  and  officers  of  the 
house,  and  so  remained  till  11  ©’clock,  when  the 
house  adjourned. 

Saturday , April  4. -Irnmnl lately  after  the  reading  of  the  jour, 
nai  the  doors  were  closed,  and  so  remained  until  the  house  adjourn, 
ed,  about  two  o’clock. 

LOUISIANA  CONVENTION. 

Monday,  April,  6.— Mr.  Bacon  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  upon  leave  given,  reported  a bill,  authorising  the  secretary 
of  -the  treasury  to  suspend  the  payment  of  certain  bills  drawn  by 
John  Armstrong,  late  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  cf 
France,  upon  the  treasury  of  the.  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  reasons  which  had  induced  the  committee 
to  report  this  bill,  were  founded  on  a transaction  which  he  would 
briefly  state. — It  would  be  recollected,  that  by  the  convention  be- 
tween tfte  United  States  and  France,  commonly  called  the  Louisi- 
ana convention,  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  agreed 
to  assume  the  payment  of  a sum  not  exceeding  twenty  millions  of 
francs  on  account  of'  debts  due  by  the  government  of  France  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  This  mode  of  liquidating  and  ascer- 
taining these  debts  was  provided  for  in  the  convention,  and  by  the 
2nd  section  of  the  act  of  November  10th,  1803,  it  was  provided,  that 
the  payment  of  the  claims  thus  ascertained  should  he  made  by 
orders  drawn  by  the  minister  of  the  United  States  jn  Franc  e,  upon 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  who  should  be  charged  with  the 
whole  amount  of  such  payments,  until  he  should  exhibit  satisfactory 
proof  that  such-  orders  were  issued  conformably  to  the  convention. 
These  orders  had  generally  been  drawn  in  favor  of  the  persons  in 
whose  favor  such  debts  bad  been  liquidates!,  and  there  had  been  no 
difficulty  in  giving  the  American  minister  credit  for  this  amount 
when  they  were  presented  and  paid  in  that  form.  Towards  the 
close  of  that  adjustment,  however,  there  remained  about  115,000 
francs  to  be  applied  for  tbe  benefit  of  claimants,  jn  order  to  com- 
plete the  twenty  millions— the  amount  of  which  was  liquidated  in 
favor  of  sundry  persons  having  debts  due  from  the  French  govern- 
ment. Instead,  however,  of  drawing  bills  for  the  sum  as  usual  in 
favor  of  the  claimants,  the  French  government  insisted,  for  rea- 
sons which  did  not  distinctly  appear,  that  our  minister  should  draw 
for  this  amount  in  favor  of  tne  cashier  of  the  French  treasury,  that 
government  assuming  upon  itself  the  payment  of  the  particular 
claims  on  whose  account  they  were  drawn.  This  arrangement  was 
resisted  for  some  time  but  ultimately  acceded  to  by  general  Arm- 
strong, under  a wish  finally  to  close  so  important  a transaction. 
Notice  of  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  conducted  was  given 
by  him  to  the  government ; and  the  treasury  officers  being  of  opi- 
, :iion  that  the  amount  of  the  bil}s  if  paid  could  net  under  the  circum- 
stances be  credited  to  him,  he  requested  that  the  payment  cf  them 
might  be  refused  or  suspended  until  evidence  of  their  proper  appli- 
cation should  be  furnished  by  the  French  government.  It  was  howe- 
ver the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  that  under  the  law 
of  1803  he  had  no  discretion  given  him  to  refuse  the  payment  of 
the  bills  whenever  presented  which  had  not  yet  been  done,  and 
th^re  was  still  an  opportunity  to  prevent  their  payment,  The  sub- 


ject had  been  brought  before  the  committee  of  way4  and  means, 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  some  time  since— who  from  the 
difficulties  attending  the  transaction  had  at  the  first  instance  decli- 
ned to  interfere ; recently  however,  the  committee  had  been  given 
to  understand  that  a portion  of  the  sum  of  the  115,000  francs 
instead  of  being  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  to  the 
claimants,  in  whose  favor  they  had  been  liquidated,  had  been  divert- 
ed and  applied  for  the  benefit  of  a person  in  no  wise  entitled  to  it 
under  the  provisions  of  the  convention,  and  to  whom  nothing  had 
been  allowed.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  concurrence  witl* 
the  opinion  of  the'  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  agreeable  to  the 
wish  of  general  Armstrong,  the  committee  had  thought  it  their 
duty  to  report  a bill  authorising  the  treasury  department  to  suspe  nd 
the  payment  of  the  bills,  whenever  thev  should  be  presented,  until 
the  French  government  should  have  furnished  satisfactory  proof 
that  the  amount  of  the  bills  has  been  applied  for  the  purpose  pro- 
vided for  in  the  convention, 

The  bill  was  passed  to  a second  reading,  and  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  w hole  house  on  "Wednesday. 

Messrs.  Wheaton  and  Law  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  the  end 
of  the  session. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  that  he  was  instructed  by  a committee  to  make 
a report  on  a subject,  which  having  been  first  agitated  with  dosed 
doors,  it  was  perhaps  proper  that  the  report  should  be  made  in  <li«i 
same  manner.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  galleries  be  cleared. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  speaker,  Mr.  G.  withdrew  his  motion 
to  make  way  for  the  consideration  of  the  following  business. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendments  of  the 
senate  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  union, 
and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  that  state.  The 
amendments  were  severally  considered  ; and  one  relating  to  sala- 
ries was  discussed  in  committee  of  the  whole  ; Mr.  Basset  in  the 
chair.  The  amendments  were  nil  agreed  to,  including  that  which 
separates  from  this  bill  the  provision  forextending  the  limits  of  the 
new  state  so  as  to  include  a portion  of  the  Florida  territory. 

The  bill  further  providing  for  die  government  of  the  territory  of 
Louisiana,  was  read  a third  time. 

Mr.M'Kee  opposed  its  passage  on  the  ground  of  the  incompati. 
■bility  of  the  second  grade  of  government  with  public  peace  or  tran- 
quility. And  concluded  his  objections  by  moving  to  postpone  the 
bill  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  Alston  opposed  the  motion.  He  drew  a comparison  be- 
tween the  first  and  second  grades  of  government,  favorable  to  dm 
latter,  though  he  expressed  his  abhorrence  of  the  territorial  form  of 
government  in  any  shape.  ’ . 

Mr.  Porter  observed,  that  this  subject  appeared  likely  to  octujry 
considerable  time,  and  as  it  appeared  to  him  of  minor  importance 
to  topics  which  were  before  the  house,  he  moved  that  it. lie  on  ,the 
table. 

And  the  bill  was  accordingly  ordered  to  lie,  after  a few  words  of 
objection  by  Mr.  Rhea. 

Mr.  Porter  then  stated,  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  committee 
of  foreign  relations  to  make  a proposition  to  the  house,  which  was 
deemed  by  them  to  require  confidential  consideration.  He  then- 
fore  moved  that  due  galleries  be  cleared ; and  they  were  cleared 
accordingly. 

The  doors  remained  closed  for  about  half  an  hour. 

When  the  doors  were  opened,  a report  was  read  from  a select" 
committee,  which  it  appears  had  been  appointed  on  the'  subject 
during  the  secret  sittings,  on  the  subject  of  a publication  in  the 
Alexandria  Herald  of  Friday  last,  stating  the  passage  on  Wednes- 
day evening,  of  the  embargo  law  in  the  house  of  represeniatives,- 
the  division  on  the  question  of  its  passage,  and  several  other  parti- 
culars. 

The  report  stated  the  evidence  of  Mr.  N.  Rounsevall,  one  of  the 
’ editors  ol  that  paper,  and  that  he  had  refused  tb  answer  certain  que- 
ries put  to  him  by  the  conunittee— whereupon  they  had  reported 
the  case  to  the  house. 

The  house  had  this  subject,  under  consideration  till  five  o'clock* 
In  the  course  of  the  sitting,  Mr.  Rounsevall  was  called  to  the  bar; 
and,  refusing  to  answer  a question  propounded  to  him  by  the  speak- 
er, and  declaring  his  intention  to  persist  in  so  refusing,  he  was, 

1 after  much  debate^  recommit  ted  to  the  custody  ol,'the  sergeant  at 
arm^,  until  the  further  orders  of  the  house* 

i Tuesday,  April  7. — Mr.  Newton  reported  a bill  to 
1 authorise  the  secretary  to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the 
[ United  States,  the  city  Hall  in  New- York,  [fora, 

1 custom-house.]  Twice  read  and  referred  to  com- 
‘ mittee  of  the  whole. 

Mr,  Porter  obtained,  frofp  considerations  of  both 
1 public  and  private  nature,  leave  of  absence  from  tbe 
’ service  of  the  house  for  six  weeks. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
; United  States  transmitting  a report  of’  the  snpebin 
' tendant  of  public  buildings,  in  conformity  to  a re- 
[ solution  of  this  house  calling  for  information  of 

■ dehts  due  for  work  done  on  the  public  buildings, 

[ together  with  a letter  of  Mr.  Latrobe  on  the  same 

■ subject, 

[The  letter  of  the  su  perm  tendant  transmits  to 
1’ithe  president  a -statement  in  detail  made  l.v  j\Tr, 

. |La[robe,  bv  whorp  the  expedjture.  had  been  author^ 


THE  WEEKLY-  REGISTER POLITICAL  NOTICES. 


100 


sed,  of  the  amount  due  for  work  on  the  public 
buildings,  the  total  or  recapitulation  is  as  follows  : 


Capitol 
Sculptors 

President’s  house 
General  expenses 


596/  79 
3823  75 

9791  54 

1683  52 
2950 


#14,425  06  1 4. 

The  message  and  documents  were  referred  to  the 
Commit  tee -of  ways  and  means. 

The  house  took  up  for  consideration  the  amend- 
ments of  the  senate  to  the  bill  authorising  a detach 
ment  of  the  militia  of  the  U.  States.  The  amend- 
ments are  all  matters  of  detail,  excepting  a new 
provision  for  abolishing  corporal  punishment.  All 
the  amendments  of  the  senate  were  agreed  to,  a 
slight  verbal  amendment  however  having  been 
made  to  one  of  them,  which  required  the  sending 
the  bill  again  to  the  senate. 

A letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Rounsevall,  the 
witness  who  yesterday  refused  to  answer  at  the  bar 
f>f  the  house,  explanatory  of  his  motives,  &.e.  for 
refusing  to  answer. 

Much  desultory  conversation  and  some  warm 
discussion  took  place,  which  resulted  in  Mr.  Roun 
savell’s  being  again  called  to  the  bar,  and,  having 
answered  in  the  affirmative  to  a question  whether 
he  was  willing  to  answer  such  interrogatories  as 
should  be  propounded  to  him  by  the  speaker ; and  it 
having  in  the  meantime  appeared  to  the  house  that 
there  was  no  occasion  to  question  jhim  farther ; Mr. 
Rounsavell  wras  declared  to  have  purged  himself  from 
the  contempt  offered  to  the  house  by  now  submit- 
ting to  answer,  and  was  accordingly  released  from 
the  custody  of  the  sergeant  at  arms.  Intending 
hereafter  to  present  a detail  of  the  proceedings,  the 
reporter  has  here  omitted  going  into  particulars. 

Wednesday,  April  8. — Mr.  Fisk  asked,  through 
the  speaker,  leave  of  absence  to  the  epd  of  the  ses- 
sion. Refused. 

Mr.  Blecker  asked  the  same  leave.  Granted — 42 
to  40. 

Mr.  Lacock,  one  of  the  majority  on  the  former 
vote,  moved  to  reconsider  the  question  of  leave  to 
Mr.  Fisk,  as  leave  had  been  given  to  another  mem- 
ber. The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  the  required 
leave  given. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a memorial  from 
Edward  Clarke,  stating  that  he  has  invented  a 
mode  of  defending  ports  and  harbors  by  means  of 
floating  forts  or  batteries,  &c.  which  he  prays  the 
house  to  cause  to  be  examined,  &.c.  The  memo- 
rial was  referred  to  the  committee  on  military  af 
fairs. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  reconsider  the  bill 
to  provide  for  cases  of  disability  or  absence  of  the 
judges  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  to- 
gether with  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  stating  his  reasons  for  refusing  his 
signature  thereto. 

Mr.  Gold  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  expla- 
nation of  the  cbjcctions  made  by  the  president  to  the 
bill  and  exhibiting  the  reasons  upon  which  he- 
founded  tlie  opinion  that  these  objections  were  not 
such  as  ought  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  put — e Shall  the  bill  pass, 
die  objections  of  the  president  notwithstanding  ?* 

The  following  was  the  state  of  the  vote  on  this 
question:  ' . 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alston,  JJleeckeiy Harwell,  Butler.  Chittenden, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Emott,  Fitch,  Gold,  Kent,  Lewis,  Mac-ou,  Moseley , 
Nelson,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Pom),  Potter,  Rodman,  Stewart,  Sturges, 
Taggart.  Tallmadge,  Tracv,  White— 26. 

NAY Ss — Messrg.  Anderson,  Bacon,  Baker.  Bard,  Bibb,  B}ack- 


I ledge,  Boyd,  Breckeimdge,  Bagman,  Brown,  Calhoun,  CfirvcS, 
Clopton,  Cranford,  DavK  Dawson.  l.Nsha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle,  Find- 
ley, Gliolson,  Goodwjn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Hawes, 
I loft  y,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  King,  Lacock,  Little.  Lowndes,  Lvfo, 
M‘Bryde,  NFCoy,  M'Kee,  M'Kim,  Metcalf,  New,  N-  wbold.  Orins- 
by, Piper,  Pleasants,  Quincy,  P.amlolpii,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane, 
Roberts,  Sage,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Scvbcrt,  Shaw,  Shetfey,  Sinilie,  G. 
Smith,  .1.  Smith,  Stanford,  Stow,  Strong,  Troup , Wheaton,  White* 
hill,  Williams,  Widgery,  Wilson,  Winn.— 70. 

So  the  bill  is  lost. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  stated  that  it  had  become  his 
duty  to  call  for  the  consideration  of  business  of  a 
confidential  nature  ; and  upon  his  motion  the  gal- 
leries were  cleared  and  strangers  excluded,  and  so 
remained  until  the  house  adjourned. 

For  Thursday’s  proceedings — see  last  page. 


Political  Notices. 

It  is  our  fortune  to  Register,  several  articles  of 
high  importance  this  week — among  them  is  the 
law  for  laying  an  embargo  on  the  ships  and  vessels 
of  the  United  States — an  account  of  the  capture,  if 
the  phrase  may  be  allowed,  of  Amelia  Island  from 
the  Spaniards,  and  the  act  of  prorogation  of  the 
legislature  of  New- York  by  governor  Tompkins, 
with  the  after  proceedings  of  the  adverse  parties 
thereon. 

The  embargo — which  we  consider  as. the  inci- 
pient measure  of  war,  is  limited  to  90  days  dura- 
tion— it  will  terminate  on  the  4 th  of  July , a day 
eminently  calculated  to  exercise  an  act  of  firmness 
and  energy.  This  act  was  designed  for  a doubla 
purpose — to  keep  the  property  of  the  people  and 
our  seamen  at  home  ; and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
receiving  a stock  of  those  supplies  which  are  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  him,  and  which  can  be  got 
from  no  other  place  on  as  good  terms,  or  in  such 
abundance.  But  these  designs  haye  been  materially 
defeated  by  certain  persons,  of  whose  conduct  / 
shall  not  speak  in  the  terms  I think  it  deserves.  A 
member  of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  it 
seems,  “ authorized”  some  of  the  other  members  of 
congress,  to  announce  the  fact,  that  a proposal  to 
lay  an  embargo  would  be  offered  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives ; and  those  members,  being  friends  of 
(<free  trade,”  felt  it  their  duty  to  give  it  general 
currency,  in  the  form  of  circular  letters,  in  all  the 
chief  ports  of  the  United  States;  (see  the  note * ) thus, 

* Office  of  the  New-York  Evening  Post,> 
Thursday  Morning,  April  2,  1812.  3 

We  received  by  express  this  morning,  in  36  hours 
from  Washington,  the  following  highly  important 
information 

Washington  city,  > 

Tuesday,  March  31,  1812. 3 

“ Dear  sir , 

“ I am  authorised,  on  the  information  of  a mem- 
ber of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  to  state, 
that  a resolution  for  an  embargo,  will  be  reported 
and  acted  upon  to-morrow.  The  nature  of  the  mea- 
sure, whether  temporary  or  permanent,  and  whafc 
is  to  follow  it,  I am  not  acquainted  with. 

“ As  this  information  is  not  to  be  doubted,  I have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  apprise  you  of  it  as  early  as 
possible  in  order  that  it  may  be  made  known  to  our 
citizens  generally  and  without  delay.  Mv  name  of 
course  is  at  your  service.  Isay  nothing  about  the 
fate  of  the  resolution,  as  I am  not  able  to  form  any 
conclusion  on  this  subject  which  is  satisfactory. 

“ In  haste, 

«£  Your  obedient  servant, 

“ JAMES  EMOTT.” 

The  above  information  is  confirmed  by  letters  re- 
ceived by  the  same  express,  addressed  to  the  mer- 
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four  dr  five  days  were  allowed  to  blunt  the  effect  of  j the  times  that  appear  to  he  coming  ? 

nprhan*  tn  render  it  altogether  tain  shall  resolve  upon  war,  or  even 


the  law;  na}',  perhaps,  to  render  it  altogether 
nugatory  as  to  its  ulterior  operation  for  its  contem- 
plated period.  Judging  from  what,  was  transact- 
ed under  our  own  eye,  (and  the  same  things  took 
place  in  all  the  other  ports  from  whence  we  have 
had  time  to  receive  intelligence)  we  venture  to 
say,  that  at  least  two  hundred  thousand  bis.  of  flour, 
with  large  quantities  of  other  provisions  and  stores, 
were  shipped  from  the  United  States  within  the 
last  fifteen  days,  for  the  ports  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  allies,  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese 


If  Great  Rri- 
upon  war,  or  even  to  adopt  what 
she  may  consider  measures  of  precaution,  her  grand 
object  will  be,  at  least,  to  “ detain”  these  useful  mem- 
bers of  society,  if  by  virtue  of  the  cat-o'-nine  tails  she 
cannot  compel  them  to  enter  her  service. 

It  is  a subject  of  boasting  with  some,  that,  by  anti- 
cipating the  law,  Spain  and  Portugal  (i.  e.  the  Bri- 
tish armies  in  those  countries)  are  thereby  secured 
from  want  for  the  whole  time  of  its  supposed  dura- 
tion. Is  this  a cause  for  honest  exultation?- — The 
United  States  have  ordered  a large  army  to  be  rais- 


Bnt  this  supply  to  the  enemy  is  less  important  than  |e(j^  an(]  ma(je  many  great  and  expensive  arrange 
the  drain  of  seamen  it  has  caused — tempted  by  Pr0'-jrnenLs  predicated  on  a war  against  Great  Britain — 
fers  of  50  and  60  dollars  a month,  our  gallant  sailors  j hostilities  shall  ensue,  and  they  appear  inevitable, 
have  generally  risqued  the  crisis,  and  on  Sunday  jt^e  war  vvill  last  fully  six  months  long 
last,  perhaps,  twenty  sea  faring  men,  able  to  do  du- 
ty, could  not  have  been  found  in  all  Baltimore.  Tne 
drays  were  working  night  and  day — they  commenc- 
ed on  Tuesday  night  the  31st  ult.  and  continued 
their  incessant  toil  till  Sunday  morning— many 
horses  were  absolutely  killed  in  the  streets  from  ex- 
cessive fatigue,  and  some  draymen,  we  are  told,  are 
seriously  indisposed  from  their  mighty  exertions 


er  in  con- 

equence  of  these  supplies — they  may  cost  this  na- 
tion five  thousand  lives,  and  6 or  8 millions  of 
dollars.  This  latter  is  a moderate  calculation — but 
what  are  these  trifles  to  the  members  oj  congress  who 
communicated  the  intelligence — or  to  the  merchants 
who  used  it  ? On  the  first  of  January  there  were  on 
hand  at  Lisbon  nearly  150,000  bbls.  flour — by  thrt 
10th  of  May  this  stock  will  be  augmented  by  106,000 
In  this  hurly  burly  to  palsy  the  arm  ot  the  govern-1  (jarreis  more;  and,  supposing  it  to  keep  sound,  there 
metit,  justice  compels  us  to  say,  that  a 1 parties  [wjij  }je  a twelve  months’  supply, 
united.  The  common  effort  powerfully  brought  J 

to  recollection  the  words  of  the  celebrated  Edmund 


Burke “ Talk  not  to  me  (he  indignantly  said) 

of  the  patriotism  of  the  merchant — his  counting 
house  is  his  temple  ; his  desk  his  altar  ; his  ledger 
his  bible  ; and  money  his  god.”  This  lack  of  pa- 
triotism, I believe,  will  be  punished  by  a general  loss 
of  the  property  so  sent  away — this  may  be  retriev- 
ed ; but  what  will  compensate  the  unthinking  sai 
for  for  the  calamities  in  store  for  him — what  will 
indemnify  his  country  for  the  loss  of  his  services  in 


chants  in  New- York,  signed  by  the  bon.  Jas.  Lloyd , 
the  hon.  Josiah  Quincy , and  the  hen.  James  Ernott , 
e qs.  These  letters  state  the  embargo  to  be  an  ex- 
ecutive measure. 

Boston,  April  4. 

Embargo.  By  express  from  Washington , in  seventy- 
six  hours. 

Last  evening  at  6 o’clock  the  hon.  Mr.  Otis  re- 
ceived the  following  letter  from  Washington,  con- 
taining the  highly  alarming  information,  that  an 
embargo  would  be  proposed  to  JCongress  on  Wed- 
nesday last. 

“ Washington,  Tuesday,  3l.s<  March,  1812,7 
2 o’clock  p.  m.  3 

« Hon.  Harrison  G.  Otis, 

“ Mr.  Calhoun(*)of  South  Carolina,  a member  of 
the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  has  this  moment 
informed  Mr.  Quincy,  that  the  committee  of  foreign 
relations  have  decided  to  lay  a proposition  for  an 
embargo  on  the  table  of  the  hoiyse  of  representatives 
to-morrow.  This  information  may  be  depended  on 
from  the  respectability  of  the  source  from  whence  it 
is  derived  ; and  the  measure  to  be  recommended,  it 
is  understood,  meets  the  approbation  of  the  execu 

live.  JAMES  LLOYD, 

JOSIAH  QUINCY, 
JAMES  EMOTT. 

(*)  “ El  tu  Brute  /” 

Mr.  Milnor,  a member  of  congress,  on  a visit 
to  Philadelphia  at  the  time,  received  a similar  letter, 
and  on  the  1st  of  April,  gave  publicity  to  its  con 
tents  in  that  citv.  We  have  no  reason  to  believe 
lha.t  particular  censure  should  attach  to  the  gentle- 
man named — such  conduct  appearing  to  be  gene 
ityl!  among  the  members  I 


But  while  we  thus  reprehend  the  procedure,  les 
let  us  be  just,  and  fairly  adduce  every  circumstance 
that  may  be  plead  in  extenuation.  On  a former  ov. 
casion  (page  7)  we  noticed  the  prevailing  belief, 
though  an  army  was  ordered  to  be  raised,  &.c.  that, 
war  was  not  really  contemplated.  On  this  ground 
the  great  body  of  the  people  have  acted,  as  though 
an  adjustment  of  differences  with  Great  Britain, 
instead  of  an  appeal  to  the  sword,  was  at  hand.— 
Some  years  ago  it  was  a general  complaint  with 
British  merchants  that  they  could  not  get  their 
funds  from  the  United  States — but  “ the  tables  have 
turned,”  and  there  is  owing  to  the  merchants  of  the 
United  States  by  the  British  merchants  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  as  is  asserted  by  many  who  pretend 
to  an  ability  to  form  an  estimate.  Shipments  to 
Great  Britain  have  been  made  as  heretofore  ; but 
the  usual  returns,  in  goods,  are  intercepted  by  the 
non-importation  act — the  stock  of  debts  owing  in 
this  country  was  soon  exhausted — specie  could  not 
be  had,  or,  if  to  be  had,  could  not  be  exported  ; 
and  our  merchants  were  compelled  to  let  their  dues 
remain  dormant,  waiting  for  a change  of  circum 
stances,  for  the  best  bills  could  not  be  sold  but  at  a 
ruinous  loss.  It  is  not  our  province,  supposing 
we  had  the  ability,  to  reprehend  and  point  out  the 
absurdities  of  these  gambling  speculations — thev 
were  permitted  by  the  government,  and  therefore 
sanctioned  by  the  law  : we  have  only  to  regret  that 
such  has  been  the  uncertainty  of  our  measures,  that- 
almost  any  event  other  than  efforts  of  the  national 
spirit  and  feeling,  might  have  been  looked  for  ; and, 
in  that  issue,  Messrs . Calhoun,  Era  ott,  Lloyd  & Quin- 
cy mat  have  rendered  a service  to  the  United  States 
by  divesting  us  of  a great  quantity  of  extra  provisions, 
and  in  giving  to  our  seamen  a profitable  employ- 
ment ! ! ! — The  vessels  that  cleared  out  to  evade  the 
embargo  ; may  make  profitable  voyages  and  return 
in  safety — and  our  seamen  may  again  embrace  their 
sweethearts  and  wives, 
lested, 

By  referring  to  the  law  itself,  (page  82)  its  pro- 
visions will  be  found  much  stronger,  than  those  of 
the  former  act — and  the  frequent  and  flagrant  viola- 
lations  of  the  old  law,  will  dictate  to  government 
the  means  and  necessity  of  enforcing  strict  obedi 
ence  to  the  present  important  and  salutary  orcii- 
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nance. f While  the  honest  man  observes  it  from 
principle,  the  /ogue  should  be  compelled  to  respect 
it  of  necessity. 

Amelia  Island.  It  appears  as  though  the  part 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  have  acted  in  regard 
to  this  island,  was  on  their  own  personal  responsi- 
bility— but  in  some  of  the  papers  the  contrary  is 
strongly  insinuated. — The  general  conduct  of  the 
government  is  completely  at  variance  with  this  sup- 
position— but  it  is  possible  it  may  have  been  found 
expedient  to  root  up  and  destroy  this  nest  of  smug- 
glers, and  therefore  to  give  an  indirect  countenance 
to  the  seizure  of  the  island  ; which,  however,  we 
know  of  no  reason  to  believe  has  really  been  the 
case.  If,  nevertheless,  it  is  so,  and  the  Spanish 
Cories  (an  authority,  be  it  remembered,  we  have 
not  recognized)  shall  remonstrate,  and  the  course 
shall  be  preferred  from  policy,  let  the  president 
“ disavow ” the  act  and  promote  the  persons  who 
committed  it.  If  precedents  are  wanted — we 
have  them  in  abundance  ; we  have  only  to  quote 
the  well  known  cases  of  XVhitby  who  murdered 
Pearce,  in  the  waters  of  New- York — of  Berkley 
whocaused  the  Chesapeake  to  be  so  treacherously 
assailed — or  of  captain  Arthur  Butt  Bingham , of 

his  majesty  V*  sloop  the  Little  Belt — who  so 
bravely  fired  upon  the  United  States  frigate  Presi- 
dent, and  compelled  her  to  “ sheer  off,”  after  set- 
ting her  on  “Jire,”  as  stated  by  him  in  his  official 
despatch ! 

The  prorogation  of  the  legislature  of  New- 
York  assumes  great  interest  from  its  being  the  first 
case  of  the  kind  that  has  occurred  in  the  United 
Stales  ; we  have  therefore  recorded  all  the  papers 
connected  with  it.  The  power  to  prorogue  “ for 
any  time  not  exceeding  sixty  days  in  the  space  of 
one  year,”  is  vested  in  the  governor  bv  the  18th 
article  of  the  constitution  of  the.  state. — It  is  a pow- 
er, however,  that  no  chief  magistrate  in  a popular 
government,  will  ever  attempt  to  exercise  but  from 
the  greatest  apparent  necessity  : and,  indeed,  it  may 
well  be  questioned  whether  this  power  should  be 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  any  individual  whatevef. 
But  such  a power,  vested  in  an  upright  man,  may 
be  seasonably  used  for  the  public  good  ; for  it  is 
possible  that  bodies  of  men  may  become  corrupt, 
and  legislatures,  we  very  well  know,  are  not  incor 
ruptible — witness  the  British  parliament,  in  gene- 
ral, and  a famous  incident  in  the  state  of  Georgia. 
Governor  Tompkins  is  universally  represented  to  be 
a man  of  the  mildest  temperament,  and  of  unim 
pcachable  integrity — and,  without  offering  an  opi- 
nion of  the  act  itself,  we  cannot  refrain  from  expresing 
our  approbation  of  the  firmness  of  character  there- 
in manifested,  at  all  times  necessary  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  duties  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments and  in  the  present  times,  a rare  endowment 

—though  he  must  have  known  that  a violent 

storm  of  the  passions  would  be  excited,  at  the 
coming  election,  which  is  to  take  place  during 
the  time  for  which  the  legislature  stands  prorogued. 
The  bill  for  incorporating  the  Bank  of  America 
would  have  passed  the  senate  but  for  the  governor’s 
instant  interference.  From  thence  it  would  have 
goue  to  the  “council  of  revision  ” which,  by  the 
3rd  article  of  the  constitution,  is,  ex-officiis,  com- 
posed of  the  governor,  the  chancellor,  and  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  or  any  two  of  them.” 
It  seems  an  accepted  fact,  from  the  political  senti- 
ments of  a majority  of  these  gentlemen,  that 
the  law  would  be  sanctioned,  and  that  therefore 


to  oppose  the  law,  effectually,  no  other  means 
left  to  the  governor.  An  attentive  examination  of 
the  papers  inserted  will  shew  the  feelings  ot  the 
parties  as  to  this  measure.  It  may  or  may  not,  of 
right,  have  a political  bearing — yet  it  is  evident  that 
one  party  at  least,  has  made  it  so.  It  is  said  that 
the  lieutenant-governor,  De  Witt  Clinton,  esq.  and 
one  of  the  supreme  judges,  Ambrose  Spencer, 
esq-  advised  and  counselled  the  governor  to  this 
exercise  of  his  prerogative. 

Since  the  above  was  written  and  prepared  for 
the  press,  vvehaveseen  some  sketches  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  congress  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  last.* 
These  are  not  given  in  the  present  number  of  the 
Register,  because  the  editor  of  the  National  In- 
telligencer promises  all  the  particulars— “ a view  of 
the  whole  ground,”  in  his  paper  of  this  day,  which 
shall  be  duly  noticed  in  our  next.  The  house  of 
representatives  lost,  (I  had  like  to  have  said  fooled 
away)  almost  two  days  with  a poor  news-monger, 
for  insinuating  that  the  embargo  law  had  passed— 
though  some  fifty,  perhaps,  of  the  very  members 
themselves  worried  the  mail  horses  in  carrying  as- 
surances to  all  parts  of  the  U.  States  that  such  a bill 
would  most  certainly  and  immediately  phss  ! The 
comparison  may  be  inelegant,  but  it  is  just — I have 
heard  the  doings  of  congress  in  regard  to  the 
embargo,  likened  unto  that  of  a police-officer 
who  should  say  to  a suspected  person,  “ I am 
coming  to  search  your  house  for  stolen  goods  in  a 
day  or  two If  the  person  had  such  goods , would 
he*  not  dispose  of  them  as  industriously  as  our 
merchants  dispatched  their  property — and  of  what 
immediate  use  cquld  the  searching  then  be  ? A New 
York  paper  after  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Emott's  letters, 
says,  “ had  the  city  been  enveloped  in  flames,  pro- 
perty could  not  have  been  moved  off  with  greater 
expedition” — and  thus  it  was  every  where  else.— 
The  property  shipped  from  Philadelphia  from  the 
morning  of  the  1st  to  the  evening  of  the  4th  of 
April,  was  worth  1,000,000$ — more  than  double 
this  value  was  sent  from  New-York,  for  48  sail  ot 
vessels  cleared  in  the  same  time.  It  is  a rough  esti- 
mate, indeed,  but,  perhaps  within  due  hounds,  to  say, 
that  the  value  of  the  exports  of  the  U.  States  shipped 
from  all  the  ports,  the  direct  consequence  of  the  previ- 
ous notice  of  the  embargo  given  by  the  members  of 
congress,  cannot  belessth  an  fifteen  mil* 1  ions  of  dollars. 

1 believe  tha4  20  millions  did  not  purchase  them. — 
The  law  is  nerveless,  and,  in  fact,  a dead  letter 
on  the  statute  book  for  at  least  the  first  60  days  of 
its  continuance — and  had  it  been  laid  lor  that  time 
as  first  proposed  and  passed  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, it  would  have  had  no  real  effect  at  alL 

In  the  name  of  common  sense  why  did  the  coni\ 
mittee  of  foreign  relations  propose  an  embargo — why 
did  the  house  close  their  doors? — If  I could,  I would 
laugh  at  these  proceedings— but  “ it  is  no  laughing 
matter 1 have  seen  a child  shut  his  own  eyes,  and 
cry  out,  “ you  cannot  see  me!'”  Not  wishing,  howe- 
ver, to  forestall  the  public  opinion,  further  remarks 
are  suspended.  When  the  sketches  above  alluded  to 
are  before  us,  we  shall  be  better  able  to  discern  the 
real  demerits  (or  merits)  of  the  matter. 

-Additional  Military  Force. 

On  Tuesday  the  senate  removed  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  from  their  proceedings  on  a bill  which 
the  house  of  representatives  had  passed  with  closed 

* Relating  to  Mr.  Rounsavell — see  proceedings 

1 of  congress. 


f Regarding  it  as  preparatory  to  war. 
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doors,  which  was  then  passed  by  that  body, 
has  since  received  the  signature  of  the  president. 
The  following  is  a copy  of  the  bill  as  it  has -passed 
into  a law.  [JSat.  Int. 

\ bill  in  addition  to  the  act  entitled  “ An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,”  passod  Ja- 
nuary 11th,  1812. 

“ BE  it  enacted , 8pc.  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to 
cause  to  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  eighteen  months, 
unless  sooner  discharged,  such  part  of  the  light 
dragoons,  artillery  and  infantry,  authorised  by  the 
act  entitled  “ An  act  to  raise  an  additional  military 
force,”  as  he  may  deem  expedient : Provided , the 
whole  number  so  to  be  enlisted  for  eighteen  months, 
shall  not  exceed  fifteen  thousand,  any  thing  in  the 
said  recited  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

(<  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  so  to  be 
enlisted,  shall  be-  entitled  to  the  bounty  of  sixteen 
dollars,  and  the  same  pay,  clothing  and  rations,  the 
same  provisions  for  wounds  or  disabilities,  and  to 
all  other  allowances  (the  bounty  in  land  excepted) 
provided  by  the  said  before  recited  act  for  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians  and  privates  who 
may  be  raised  under  the  same,  and  shall  be  held  to 
perform  the  same  duties,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
rules  and  regulations.” 


U.  S.  Supreme  Court. 

FEBRUARY  TERM,  1812. 

There  having  been  two  associate  justices  of  tlie  coui-t  appoints! 
since  its  last  session— it  is  ordered,  that  the  following  allotment  be 
made  of  the  chief  justice  and  the  associate  justices  of  the  .said  su- 
preme court  among  the  circuits,  agreeably  to  tike  act  of  congress  in 
such  case  made  and  provided,  and  that  suck  allotment  he  entered 
on  record - 

For  the  1st  circuit— the  hon.  Joseph  Story  ; 

For  the  2d  circuit — the  hon.  Brockholst  Livingston ; 

For  the  3d  circuit— the  hon.  Bushrod  Washington  ; 

For  the  4th  circuit— the  hon.  Gabriel  Duvall. 

For  the  5th  circuit— the  hon.  John  Marshall,  chief  justice  ; 

For  the  6th  circuit — the  hon.  William  Johnson; 

For  the  7th  circuit— ihe  hoii-  Thomas.  Todd. 

Per  curiam. 

E.  B.  CALDWELL,  Clerk  of  the 

Supreme  Court  of  the"  U.  States 


Miscellany . 

THE  PORTUGUESE  PATRIOTS.” 

The  Portuguese  government  has  issued  a royal 
order,  addressed  to  the  supreme  tribunal  of  justice, 
respecting  the  literary  works  which  it  may  license. 
This  order  has  not  been  permitted  to  be  printed  in 
the  public  journals.  The  works  which  it  reproves 
the  tribunals  for  licensing,  are — a translation  from 
the  French,  injurious  to  the  character  of  her  majesty 
the  queen  of  Spain, — and  a pamphlet  in  which,  it  is 
said,  the  beauties  of  the  English  constitution  are 
exhibited  in  the  most  brilliant  colors,  nearly  going 
the  length  to  recommend  its  adoption  for  the  Por- 
tuguese nations ; as  though  (says  this  liberal  ordi- 
nance) it  were  possible  for  any  nations  to  divest 
itself  of  its  government,  without  the  greasiest  in- 
convenience— it  is  likewise  forbidden  to  the  tribu 
nal  to  license  any  thing  against,  or  in  favor  of  tKe 
cortes  of  Spain.  We  leave  our  readers  to  com- 
ment as  they  think  fit  on  this  specimen  of  the 
Portuguese  liberty  and  independence,  which  we 
arc  preserving  with  as  much  expence  of  life  and 
treasure,  as  if  indeed  we  had  actually  made  that 
change  of  government  which  these  wise  counsel- 
lors seem  to  apprehend,  and  had  nothing  at  home 
worth  preservation.  [ Liverpool  Mercury.  " 

EARLY  NAVIGATION'. 

Arngrim  Jones  tells  us,  that  when  Flok,  a.  fa- 


mous Norwegian  navigator,  was  going  to  set  out 
from  Shetland  for  Iceland,  then  ccrtled  Gardarls- 
holm,  he  took  on  board  some  crows,  because  the 
mariner’s  compass  ivas  not  yet  in  use.  When  he 
thought  he  had  made  a considerable  part  of  his  way, 
he  threw  up  one  of  his  crows,  which,  seeing  land 
astern,  flew  to  it ; whence  Flok,  concluding  that 
he  was  nearer  to  Shetland  (perhaps  rather  Faroe) 
than  any  other  land,  kept  on  his  course  for  some 
time,  and  then  sent  out  another  crow,  which,  see- 
ing no  land  at  all,  returned  to  the  vessel.  At  last, 
having  run  the  greatest  pait  of  his  way,  another 
crow  was  sent  out  by  him,  which,  seeing  land  ahead 
immediately  flew  for  it  ; and  Flok,  following  his 
guide,  fell  in  with  the  east  end  of  the  island.  Such 
was  the  simple  mode  of  steering  their  course,  prac- 
tised by  those  bold  navigators  of  the  stormy  north- 
ern ocean.  The  ancient  natives  of  Taprobane 
(Ceylon)  used  the  same  expedient  when  skimming 
along  the  tranquil  surface  of  the  Indian  Ocean. — 
P lin'd  Hist.  Nat.  Lab.  vi.  c.  22. 


The  Chronicle, 

Baltimore,  April  1 1 , 1812. 

We  understand  gen.  Dearborn  has  accepted  the 
command,  of  the  army  destined  for  the  north,  and 
is  making  arrangements  for  raising,  concentrating 
and  organizing  the  troops  of  the  additional  military 
establishment.  Int. 

William  Hull,  governor  of  the  Michigan  territo- 
ry, is  appointed  a brigadier-general — William  .Jones, 
of  Philadelphia,  commissarv-genera],  and  Morgan 
Lewis , of  New- York,  quarter- master-general,  in 
the  army  of  the  United  States. 

From  various  parts  we  Jea^n  the  “ busy  note  of 
preparation ” — six  recruiting  parties  for  the  nevfr 
army  commenced  their  operations  in  this  city  on 
Thursday  last,  and  have  met  with  great  success. 
Large  contracts  are*makingin  many  places  for  sup- 
plies of  clothing  and  provisions.  A body  of  the 
militia  of  New- York,  1600  in  number,  are  ordered 
into  service  (so  says  the  Albany  Gazette ) to  garri- 
son the  northern  and  western  frontiers  of  that  state. 
The  British  in  Canada,  are  also  very  busy.  For 
soldiers,  they  offer  five  guineas  bounty  with  a cer- 
tain grant  of  land — the  engagement  to  last  lor  three 
years.  Besides  they  arc  building  many  gun  boats 
on  the  lakes.  Ninety  pieces  of  field  artillery  part 
of  them  brass,  anived  at  New- York  from  Wash- 
ington, about  a fortnight  since. 

That  excellent  patriot,  the  vice  president  of  the 
United  States — who  has  for  sometime  been  serious- 
ly indisposed,  we  are  happy  to  say,  is  on  the  re- 
covery. 

A British  50  gun  ship,  with  a frigate,  were  oft 
the  capes  of  Delaware  on  Friday  the  ordjnst.  un- 
der American  colors.  They  enquired  of  the  pilots 
who  went  alongside  whether  any  American  vessels 
were  cru  sing  on  the  coast. 

By  an  arrival  from  Bordeaux  at  this  port,  Paris 
papers  of  the  3rd  and  Bordeaux  papers  or  the  8th 
ult.  have  been  received.  They  are  represented  as 
barren  and  uninteresting,.  The  emperor  was  m 
Paris  but  daily  expected  to  set  out  for  the  north. — 
Fifty  licences  to  trade  with  England,  even  foi  colo- 
nial produce, Avert:  lately  granted  by  him  ! A lector 
from  Bordeaux  says  the  measure  is  “ incomprehdu-. 

sidle'' -but  such  arc  generally  the  doings  oi  rr> e - 

narchs.  Britain  will  gladly  furnish  these  goods, 
yet  captures  every  American  vessel  that  comes  with- 
in her  power,  for  trading  with  France.  Is  not  this 
equally-  wonderful  ? 


andj 


104 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER CHRONICLE, 


The  Hornet  was  to  sail  from  Cherbourg  about  the 
14-th  of  March.  The  Russians  are  still  briskly  en 
gaged  with  the  Turks,  who  appear  to  manage  their 
matters  much  better  than  heretofore.  It  is  possible 
they  may  be  encouraged  by  the  French. 

Since  our  last  we  have  received  London  dates  to 
the  13th  of  March.  The  proposed  motions  for  an 
address  to  the  prince  regent  to  repeal  the  orders  in 
council t were  made  as  noticed  in  our  last,  by  the 
marquis  of  Lamdowne  in  the  house  of  lords,  and  by 
Mr.  Boughman  in  the  house  of  commons.  In  the 
former,  the  proposition  was  rejected  by  a majority 
of  64 — in  the  latter,  by  a majority  of  72.  The  de 
bates  on  the  question  were  animated  and  interest 
ing — but  we  have  so  many  matters  of  our  own  to 
attend  to  that  we  cannot  notice  them  at  present. 

In  contradiction  to  what  was  stated  in  our  last,  it 
now  appears  probable  that  an  immediate  war  will  en- 
sue between  France  and  Russia.  Immense  bodies  of 
French  troops  are  assembling  in  Poland.  Berthier 
is  to  have  the  command  ad  interim , but  Bonaparte 
will  head  them  in  person.  50,000  Prussians,  are  to 
aid  the  French,  and  the  German  states,  with  Aus- 
tria, will  swell  the  torrent  to  overwhelm  the  empe- 
ror Alexander  ; who,  it  is  said,  expects  to  be  assis- 
ted by  th q Swedes ; the  English,  of  course,  becom- 
ing his  allies.  If  these  things  be  true,  events  of  great 
importance  may  be  expected.  But  there  is  so  great 
a manufacture  of'  news  in  Great  Britain  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  her  various  speculators , that  it  is 
impossible  to  discern  what  is  the  truth. 

We  have  also  the  French  official  account  of  the 
tall  of  Valentia.  Gen.  Sachet  describes  the  investi- 
gate of  this.  city  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
gallant  afibirs  of  the  war.  In  three  days  and  nights 
he  threw'2700  bombs  into  the  town.  He  bestows 
great  praise  on  the  artillerists  and  engineers.  Mines 
were  placed  under  the  two  principal  gates,  and  the 
batteries  were  fully  prepared  to  play  upon  the 
city,  when  J Blake  capitulated.  Valentia  possessed 
374  pieces  of  artillery,  180,000lbs,  of  powder, 
3,000,000  cartridges,  &, c.  16,131  prisoners  of  the 
line  fell  in  the  hands  of  the  French,  besides  1,030 
sick  in  the  hospitals,  1,800  cavalry  and  artillery 
horses,  with  893  officers  and  22  generals.  We  have 
nothing  else  of  great  importance  from  Spain — the 
usual  predatory  war  is  still  carrying  on  with  various 
suefcess. 

The  prince  regent  shews  great  anxiety  to  place 
some  of  his  old  friends  in  his  ministry — but  it  seems 
they  have  indignantly  refused  to  participate  in  it. 
As  the  politics  of  Great  Britain  have,  “ some  how 
or  other ” got  themselves  so  much  engrafted  in  the 
concerns  of  the  United  S tales t we  propose  to  con- 
solidate the  various  statements  from  the  British 
papers  relating  to  the  matter,  and  insert  them  in 
our  next  number,  with  some  remarks  suited  to  the 
subject. 

VarTons  reports  al)out  the  seizure  of  despatches 
from  Mr.  Russel  our  charge  des  a ffaires  at  London 
to  our  minister  in  France,  are  afloat  in  the  news- 
tnarlcet.  Some  say  thev  were  seized  by  the  F rench, 
while  others  alleged  they  were  “detained”  by  the 
British  government.  For  ourselves,  we  believe  there 
has  not  been  any  seizure  or  detention  at  all.  i he 
present  are  fit  times  for  wonderful  news.  A few 
days  ago,  vye  had  the  United  States  sloop  of  war, 
Hornet , transferred  to  the  French  marine,  by  a lit- 
tle paragraph  made  in  Philadelphia,  in  less  time  than 
a man  could  count  twenty  ! 

An  ambassador*  is  about  to  be  sent  from  the  Swe- 
dish government  to  the  ’Chy.tetl  States. 


“ EFTECT  OF  THE  EMBARGO  !” 

From  the  1st  to  the  5th  of  April  there  cleared  at 
the  custom  house  in  Baltimors — 7 ships,  7 brigs, 
and  19  schooners  ; burthen  5,795  tons. 

Their  cargoes,  exclusive  of  colonial  produce, 
consisted  of — 32,809  bbls  flour  ; 8,236  bush,  wheat ; 
11,469  do.  corn;  756  do.  rye;  421  tierces  rice  ; 
*16  bbls  Fish  ; 60  do.  beef;  60  do.  pork  ; 230  do. 
bread  ; 2,800  do.  rye-meal. 


Congressional  d'mricts  of  Pennsylvania  according  to 
the  late  apportionment. 

1.  City  and  county  of  Philadelphia  and  countv 
of  Delaware,  Four  members. 


2.  Chester  and  Montgomery, 

3.  Lancaster  and  Dauphin 

4.  York, 

5.  Cumberland,  Franklin  and 

Adams , 

6.  Bucks,  Northampton  and 

Wayne, 

7.  Berks  and  Schuylkill 

8.  Bedford,  Somerset  and  Cam- 

bria, 

9.  Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Centre, 

Clearfield  and  McKean, 

10.  Northumberland,  Luzerne, 

Bradford,  Susquehanna, 
Lycoming, Tioga  & Potter, 

11.  Westmoreland,  Indiana,  Jef- 

ferson and  Armstrong, 

12.  Washington, 

13.  Fayette  and  Green, 

14.  Allegheny  and  Butler, 

15.  Beaver,  Mercer,  Crawford, 
Erie,  Venango  &,  Warren, 


Two  members 

Two  

One  

Two  - 

Two  — - 
One  

One 

One  » — ■' 


Two 

One 

One 

One 

One 

One 


Fifteen  districts,  twenty  three  members. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Aprils. — The  doors  were  closed  im- 
mediately after  prayers,  and  so  continued  till  about 
1 o’clock.  The  speaker  read  a letter  from  an  hr. 
pressed  seaman — referred  to  a select  committee  of 
five. 

Mr.  Archer  had  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days. 

Mr.  Bibb  offered  a resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a committee  to  join  such  committee  as  the 
senate  may  appoint,  to  consider  and  report  what 
■business  demands  the  immediate  attention  of  con- 
gress, and  whether  a recess  be  compatible  with  the 
public  interest,  and  the  term  of  such  recess. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  for  one  day, 
the  rules  of  the  house  so  requiring. 

Mr.  Newton  called  up  the  bill  authorising  in  cer- 
tain cases  the  importation  of  goods  [British]  pur- 
chased anterior  to  the  second  of  February,  1811. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  till  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next.  After  short  debate 
this  motion  was  lost,  six  only  rising  in  its  favor. 

Thehousein  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Breek- 
enridge  in  the  chair  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section, 
and  said  a few  words  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Lowndes  spoke  al  considerable  length  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  and  against  striking  out. 

For  striking  out  26. 

Mr.  Lowndes  proposed  amending  the  bill  by 
striking  out — -“and  which  were  purchased  or  actu- 
ally contracted  for  in  Great  Br  itain,  her  colonies  or 
dependencies,  before  the  1st  of  Feb.  1811.” 

The  committee  rose  reported  progress  and  hafi 
leave  to  sit  again,  without  taking  the  question  on 
the  amendment. 

House  adjourned  half  past  3,  Gaz< 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 


VOL.  If. j 


BALTIMORE,  SATURDAY,  April  18,  1812. 


INa.  S3, 


II eve.  olim  meminme  juvabit. — V irgil. 


Printed  and  published  by  H.JViles,  Water-street,  near  the  Merchants’  Coffee-House,  at  $5.  per  annum 


I^aws  of  Pennsylvania. 

AN  ACT  to  authorise  any  incorporated  bank  within  the  city  oi 
Philadelphia,  to  make  loans  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  • . 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  bijthc  senate  arid  house  of  representatives  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  general  assembly  met,  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  if  the same:  That  the -president 
and  directors  of  any  incorporated  bank  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
in  tlie  capital  stock  of  .Which  this  commonwealth  hath  an  interest 
may  Mn  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  .the  government  of  the 
United  States  which  ii*the  opinion  of  the  said  president  and  direc- 
tors will  not  be  prejudicial  toA*  interest  of  such  bank  any  former 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding..  Provided  always,  that  this 
commonwealth  shall  have  die  preference  in  obtaining  loans  should 
the  same  be  authorised  by  lhw  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the 
tutors  of taxes  which  may  be  required  from  this  state  for  the  support 
of  the  government  ofthe  United  States  and  in  order  that  said  banks 
mav  at  all  times  be  in  a situation  to  make  such  loans  to  this  stale, 
all  loans  as  aforesaid  to  be  made  by  them  to  the  United  States,  from 
either  ofthe  said  incorporated  banks  shall  be  regulated  in  their 
amount  by  dye  approbation  of  the  governor-  And  provided, always 
that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  deemed  or  taken  to  authorise  any 
of  the  said  banks  to  create  debts  amounting  to  more  than  double 
the  amount  of  their  capital  stock  as  provided  by  their  respective 
charters  of  incorporation. 

Approved  the  31st  of  March,  1812. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  payment  of  such  portion  of  a direct  tax 
as  may  be  laid  by  the  general  government  on  this  common- 
wealth.' 

Sec.  i.  E:  it  enacted,  ire.  That  in  case  congress  should  think 
proper  to  lay-  a, direct  tax  the  governor  is  hereby  authorised  and 
required  to  "negotiate  a loan  with  all  or  any  of  the  incorporated 
hanks  within  this  commonwealth  in  the  stuck  of  which  this  state 
hayc  an  interest  or  elsewhere  provided  the  same  can  he  bad  at  an 
interest  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  for  such  portion  of  said  tax  as 
,ibal)  be  called  for,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  from  tills  commonwealth  and  the  same  to  pay  over  in  such 
maimer  as  congress  may  direct. 

Approved  the  31-rf  day  of  March,  1812. 

An  Act  for  facilitating  the  due  administration  of  justice. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  ire.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  aet,  when  a cause  at  issue'  shall  be  regularly  set  down  for  trial, 
in  any  court  of  record  within  this  commonwealth  by  the  plaintiff 
or  the  defendant  and  the  plaintiff  is  not  ready  for  trial  when  the 
cause  is  called  up  in  its  order,  the  court,  on  motion  of  the  defen- 
dant, may  order'd,  mm-suit  to  be  entered  without  previously  grant- 
ing a rule  to  try  or  non  pros  unless  the  plaintiff  s1ih.11  adduce  such 
reasons  for  postponing  the  said  cause  as  w ould  have  been  a suffi- 
cient ground  for  postponement  if  the  application  therefor  had  been 
made  on  behalf  of  the  defendant. 


Secret  Session. 

[We  have  been  favored  by  a friend  at  Washington,  a member  of 
congress,  with  the  following  sketch  of  the  debate  on  the  embarg. 
message.]  \_PoLit.  and  Corn,  Register. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  April  1.— Mr.  Porter,  chairman  of.  the  committee  of 
foreign  relations,  moved  that  the  message  lie  referred  to  said  com- 
mittee, which  was  agreed  to.  It  was  then  observed  by  Mr.  P.  that 
the  committee  had  been  informed  that  such  a message  would 
be  received  from  the  president  on  that,  day,  and  that  they  vver 
ready 
retire 


f to  report  a bill  for  laying  an  embnrgo-but  they  wished  to  ^ ^ 

j first  lor  a short  time.  Mr.  Porter  very  soon  alter  returned  I ‘ m 

ie  house,  and  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  bill,  which  was  ™ *“?US 


meant  that  it  shall  lead  directly  to  it;  that  with  any  other  view 
there  can  he  no  propriety  in  it ; as  a peace  measure,  he  bad  no 
idea  the  president  would  have  recommended  it,  nor  would  the 
committee  have  agreed  to  it.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  f rom  Penn- 
sylvania would  now  be  satisfied,  and  prepare  his  mind  to  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  M‘Kee  objected  to  the  last  section,  on  account  of  the  penalt  ice 
which  it  proposed,  whig*;  he  considered  altogether  unimportant,  tqfj 
it  is  to  be  a praursor  to  war,  it  being  merely  precautionary,  yi .Vf ‘ 
for  a short  time.  He  made  some  other  inquiries  respecting  tne*' 
section,  and  why  such  provisions  were  in  it. 

Mr,  Porter  said  the  biil  was  drafted  according  to  tbfe  wishes  am.K 
directions  of  the  secretary  ot  the  treasury. 

Mr.  Stow  (of  New -York]  said,  the  subject  before  the  committee 
ought  to  be  considered  of  very  great  importance.  If,  as  . some 
gentlemen  say,  it  is  a precursor  to  war,  there  were  some  very  se  - 
rious questions  to  he  asked — What  is  the  situation  of  our  fortresses  ? 
What  is  the  situation  of  our  country  generally  ? lit-  would 
answer,  they  are  defenceless,  particularly  the  fortifications  In 
New-York,  which  are  unmanned  mid  unarmed.  He  said  this 
tact  appeared  by  a letter  now  in  possession  of  a member  of 
the  house,  which  has  very  lately  been  received  ftom  judge  Living- 
ston, of  New-York.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  to  try  the  . question  whelm  r 
we  will  now  lay  an  embargo,  he  moved  that  theni’.it  section  of  jhe 
bill  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Clay  (the  speaker)  then  warmly  expressed  his  satisfaction 
and  full  approbation  of  the  message,  and  the  proposition  now  be- 
fore the  committee.  He  approved  of  It,  because  it  is  to  be  viewed, 
as  a direct  precursor  to  war.  He  did  not  wish  upon  this  occasion 
to  hear  of  the  opinion  of  BrockJiolst  Livingston  or  any  other 
man.  No  gentleman  can  question  the  propriety  of  the  proposition* 
Gentlemen  who  said  so  much  about  the  want  of  preparation  are 
not  for  war.'  He  considered  this  as  a war  measure,  and  as  such  he 
should  discuss  it.  Sir,  said  Mr.  Clay,  after  the  pledges  we  have 
made,  and  the  stand  w e have  taken,  are  we  now  to  cover  ourselves- 
with  shame  and  indelible  disgrace  by  retreating  from  the  measure? 
and  ground  we  have  taken.— -He  then  stated  our  measures,  omf 
pledges,  and  the  great  injuries  and  abuses  we  have  received.  He 
said,  what  would  digrace  an  individual  under  certain  circumstances, 
would  disgrace  a nation.— And  what  would  you  think  of  one  indi- 
vidual w ho  had  thus  conducted  to  another,  and  should  then  retreat. 
He  did  not  think  vve  were  upon  this  occasion  in  the  least  ombarassed 
by  the  conduct  of  France  in  burning  our  vessels— shat  may  be  a 
subject  of  future  consideration. — We  have  complete  evidence  as  to 
the  enemy  whom  we  have  selected  : As  weak  and  imbecile  as  we 
are,  vve  would  combine  France  if  necessary.  He  said  there  was 
no  intrinsic  difficulty  or  terror  in  ilie  war ; there  was  no  terror 
except  what  arises  front  the  novelty.  Where  are  we  to  come  in 
contact  with  our  enemy  ? On  our  own  continent.  If  gentlemen 
please  to  call  these  sentiments  Quixotic,  he  would  say  he  piti.il 
them  for  their  sense  of  honor.  We  know  no  pains  have  been  spared 
to  vilify  the  government.  If  we  now  proceed  we  shall  be  supported 
by  tlm  people.  Many  of  our  people  have  not  believed  that  war  is 
to  take  place.  They  may  Imvc  been  wilfully  blinded.  He  was 
v\  tiling  to  give  them  further  notice.  It  remains  for  us  to  any 
whether  we  will  shrink  or  follow  up  the  patriotic  conduct  of  the 
president.  As  ap  American  and  a member  of  this  house,  hufclt  a 
pride  that  the  executive  bail  recommended  this  measure. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  he  was  so  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
thesuljfXt  and  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  that  he  could  not  Ik- 
silent.  Sir,  said  Mr.  It.  we  are  now  in  conclave  ; the  eye-s  of  the 
surrounding  world  are  not  upon  us.— We  are  shut  up  "here  front 
tiie  light  of  Heaven  ; but  the  eyes  of  God  are  upon  us.  He  know  s 
the  spirit  of  our  minds*  Shall  we  deliberate  upon  this  subject  wiUi 
the  spirit  of  sobriety  and  can  or,  or  with  that  spirit  whir  li  has  too 
iften  characterized  our  discussions  upon  occasions  like  the  present. 
We  ought  to  realize  that  we  ace  in  the  presence  of  tlmt  God  who 
knows  our  thoughts  arid  motives,  and  to  whom  vve  must  hereafter 
ehderan  account  for  the  deeds  done  in  the.  body.  He  hoped  the 
improper  passion  would  Tie  exorcised, 
pme  and  clean  asYall  to  the  lot  of  hit* 


to  the  — I’nnn  navuv 

granted,  and  read  the  first  and  sicoiul  time,  after  which  it  was  I*  ‘ L 

committed  to  a committee  of  the  v.hole  house,  and  made  ihe  order  f lie  was  confident  in  declaring  that  this  was  not  a measure  of  ti  e 
of  the  day  for  this  day.  The  house  resolved  itself  into  a commit,  executive — that  it  was  engendered  by  an  extensive  excitement  upon 
tee  of  the  whole  on  the  same,  Mx  Basset  in  the  chair.  The  bill  the  executive.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  Iro  n Pennsylvania 
was  read  through  by  the  chairman.  i(Mr.  Sejbert)  that  it  carpcs  to  us  in  a very  questionable  shape,  or 

Mr.  Boyd  then  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  erf  the  forst  (gather  in  an  unquestionable  shape— Whose  ever  measure  it  is,  the 
section  60  "days,  and  insert  120  days.  He  s<*kl  a gentleman  decluredtpeopk*  of  the  Urn  ted  States  will  consider  it  as  a subterfuge  for  war  ; 
the  measure  to  be  a precursor  to  wav— the  .time  hviil  be  much  too  las  a rctreatfrom  the  battle.  We  some  years  ago  resolved  that  vve 
short  for  the  great  amount  of  American  property  now  abroad,  to  must  bare  war,  embargo,  ot  submission — we  have  not  had  war  or 
return  : the  motion  was  negatived.  | submitted— we  must  therefore  have  embargo.  It  appear?  to  be 


return  . . „ 

Mr.  Seybu  t viewed  the  subject  as  of  vast  importance,  lie  con- 
sidered that  the  proposition -came  to  the  house  in  a very  questiona- 
ble shape;  he  wanted  information,  and  he  called  upon  the  cou.mit- 
see  of  foreign  relations  to  say  whether  it  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
peace  measure  or  a precursor  to  war  ? 

Mr.  Grundy  (one  of  the  committee)  said  he  was  willing  to  an- 
swer the  very  projiur  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  Fer.nsylv  amc 
(Mr-  Sevbert ;)  tliat  he  muterstofid.  it  as  a war  measure,  and  it  is 

VOL.  II. 


limited  to  sixty  days  ; nf  the  expiration  of  that  time  will  any  one 
say  we  shall  lie  prepared  for  war?  Sir,  vve  are  in  the  situation  of 
a debtor  w'ho  promises  to  pay  bis  note  at  the  hank  in  sixty  days—*,- 
we  shall  prolong  the  tine  sixty  days,  and  sixty  days  after  that, "un 
til  deferred  hope  makes'  the  beat  t sick.  He  would  tdl  the  honoraijja 
speaker,  that  at  the  end  of  sixty  days  we  $hsll  not  l ave  war,  and 
;he  reason  is,  the  executive  d.uv  not  plunge  the  nation  into  a war 
in  our  unprepared  state, 

Ii 
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He  bad  tobmtuji  reliance  on  his  wisdom  and  virtue  to  believe  that 
heT  would  be  guilt v of such  gross  and  unparalleled  treason.  Mark 
my  word,  y ou  v.i|l  renew  your  note,  if  endorsers  can  be  bad  ; you 
cannot  take  it  up.  Tin;  honorable  speaker  is  mistaken  when  lie 
says  the  message  is  for  war— it  is  the  effect  of  an  excitement  occa- 
sioned bv  ministerial,  federal  and  neutral  papers,  and  is  not  the  wish 
or  meaning  of  the  executive. 

He  would  appeal  to  the  sobriety  anti  reflection  of  the  house,  and 
ask.  what  men'  cause  of  war  lor  the  last  twelve  months?  What 
7 cause  of  embargo  within  that  period  ? The  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake  is  settled— ‘No  new  principles  of  blockade  interpolated 
into  ripe  laws  of  nations.  He  should  suppose  every  man  of  candor 
vjul  sober  reflection  would  ask  why  we  did  not  go  to  war  twelve 
months  ago  ? Or  will  it  be  said  we  ought  to  make  up,  bv  our 
promptness  vow,  for  our  slowness  then  ? Or  will  it  be  said  that  if  the 
■wheat,  lor  width  we  have  received  two  dollars  per  bushel,  had  been 
totting  in  our  bams,  we  should  have  been  richer  or  happier. 

WiUt  would  tlie  planter  sav,  if  you  was  to  ask  him  which  he 
would  prefer,  the  honorable,  chivalrous  course  advocated  by  the 
■ speaker — with  the  oonsequt  nees*  which  will  ad  end  it,  the  sheriff 
at  his  back . aud  t!ie  excise  collector  pressing  him  - He  would  laugh 
in  yotir  face.  , 

& an  embargo  twelvp  months  ago,  would  have  been  lolly,  and 
ruinous,  he  would  request  any.  gentleman  to  sayjvy hat  makes  it 
wise  now  ? - 

ft  is  not  generally  wise  to  dive  into  futurity  ; but  it  is  wise  to 
profit  by  experience,  although  it  may  be  unpleasant.  He  felt 
much  concerned  to  have  the  bill  on  the  table  for  one  hour.  No 
one  can  tell  the  great  in  jury  to  the  mill  owner  or  the  merchant, 
by  the  mere  mention  of  an  embargo  in  this  house.-  It  being  limited 
to  oniyi sixty  da’,  s,  it  can  do  no  possible  good  to  the  public,  or  be  the 
means  of  bringing  mu-  property  from  abroad ; but,  as  occasioning 
great  speculations,  it  will  be  ruinous  to  many,  and  give  great 
fortunes  to  a few. 

, M*  R.  declared, to  his  certain  knowledge,  that  the  French  minis- 
ter i)f.  Scrrurler,  ever  since  his  arrival  here,  had  been  pressing  our 
government  to  prohibit  the  exportation  ol  our  products  to  the 
peninsula, which  the  government  have  heretofore  eluded.  And  is 
this  the  wav  which  the  honorable  speaker  with  so  mu  eh  galantry 
has  advocated  an  honorable  war— to  rob  our  own  people,  to  gratify 
the  malignant  ambition  of  the  imperial  tyrant  in  subduing  the 
poor  Spaniards— an  starving  the  enemies  of  France  l Will  the  people 
of  the  United  States  thus  manifest  their  sense  of  injuries,  in  oecom- 
ir.g  the-  passive  instruments  and  tools  of  France  ? He  said  it  was  not 
the  public  sentiment.  He  said  that  as  a caveat  or  a precautionary 
measure,  there  can  be  no  necessity  tor  the  last  section  and  the 
penalties  contained  therein,  unless,-  instead  of  a precursor,  it  is 
intended  as  a substitute  for  war. 

He  said  he  had  other  considerations  to  submit,  most  of  which 
are  a detail  of  facts  which  occurred  in  a conference  between  the 
committee  of  foreign  relations  and  the  secretary  of  state,  which, 
however,  he  would  for  the  present  defer. 

He  would  observe,  in  the  words  of  the  gentleman  from  New- 
York  (Mr.  Stow)  that  war  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a matter  of 
pleasure.  He  hoped  we  should  not  act  as  a thoughtless  young 
couple  sometimes  do,  who  are  in  a hurry  to  marry  first,  and  then 
1„, ,k  around  to  get  something  to  make  the  pot  bod.  He  besought 
tife  house  to  act  with  sobriety  and  solemn  consideration.  Whate- 
ver his  opinion  might  be  about  the  war,  lie  said  lie  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  withholding  his  pledges,  if  we  should  unavoidably 
piumre  into  one,  he  believed  he  should  not  be  backward  in  affording 
Ids  awl  to  bring  it  to  an  honorable  dose.  But  he  did  not  believe 
war  to  be  the  object,  and  his  reason  w as,  because  there  is  no  pre- 
paration ibr  it. 

Mr.  Clay  (the-  Speaker)  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  need 
not  have  roiuindwu  us,  in  the  manlier  lie  hits,  of  tjiut  Being  who 
watches,  aud  surrounds  us. 

He  thought  from  this  sentiment  we  ought  to  draw  very  different 
eoneh'.wuns  than  what  the  gentleman  hau.— It  ought  to  influence 
us  i.o  that  patriotism,  to  that  spirit  and  display  of  those  qualifica- 
tions. which  are  so  honorable  to  the  human  character.  The  gen- 
tleman asks,  what  new  cause  of  war?  He  would  ask  what  old 
cause  of  war  is  avenged  ? He  agreed  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake 
is  settled — bi.fi  vbv  ? to  paralize  the  spirit  of  the  country.  Has 
Great  Britain  abstained  from  impressing  our  seamen— from  depre- 
dating upon  our  property  ? He  had  in  his  hands  a paper  giving 
an  account  of  tlie  capture  of  the  ship  Hannibal,  worth,  with  the 
<,,11-0-0. 300.000  dollars,  a short  tinie  since,  and  near  our  coast,  on  a 
voyage  to  France.  He  had  no  doubt  liut  tlie  late  Indian  war  on 
the  Wabash,  was  excited  by  the  British— and  what  is  to  lie  thought 
o'-  t.h©  emissary  who  was  sent  to  one  of  our  principal  cities,  to  ex-, 
c*n-  civil  war  ?'  J-s  tins' not  a cause  of  war?  \Ve  have  complete, 
proof that  she  win  do  every  thing  to  destroy  us— our  resolution  and 
spirit  are  our  only  dependence.  Although  he  felt  warm,  lie  prided 
lomself  upon  his  feelings,  and  should  despise  himself  if  he  , was 
detune  of  liu  m.  T)ie"goiiiie;nansa\s,tlitrcis  no  cause  of  war— 

Mr.  ltantlolph  said  he  had  never  asserted  there  was  no  cause  of 
of  war.  but  tiiai.  (here  was  no  new  cause  of  war. 

‘ Mr.  Clay  said,  those  who  voted  lor  the  former  embargo,  are  bound' 
now  to  vote  lor  wav.  It  ought  to  have  succeeded  the  termination 
ef.  that  measure,  which  would  have  been,  tlie  true  policy.  He 
said  he  was  sit  issue  w ith  the  gentleman  as  to  the  public  sentiment.— 
Tn.uit  is  with  us,  is- proved  by  the  gluing  and  patriotic  resolu- 
tions vi  fourteen  legislatures-,  l-le  said  there  was  no  divisions  in 
toe  southern  and  w estern  stites— Federalists  and  republicans  were 
united  flu-  war. 

Mr.  Boul*  (of  Nuw-Jqassey,)  said  while  he  admired  the  fire  and 
snirit  of  the  honorable  speaker,  tie  thought  he  Woitiddo  well  to  be 
vmiSderate.  He  asked,  whether  w'e are  prepared  to  assail  our.ene- 
mv,  or  repel  her  attacks?  He  asked,  whether  it  is  wise  in  an  u.i- 
a^meil  nation,  as  we  are,  to  codUuence  hostilities  against  one  so 
Co:np!et*jj  pxnp.wt.4? 


Mr.  Randolph  then  said  he  wished  to  state  to  the  commiifep  a 
detail  of  w hat  happened  before  the  committee  of  foreign  relations, 
in  a conference  with  Mr.  Monroe. 

Mr.  Widgery  objected  to  it,  as  not  in  order,  and  the  chairman 
said  he  though  it  was  irrelevant. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  Ids  object  was  to  show  that  tlie  proposition 
for  this  measure  originally  came  from  that  committee,  and  w as  not 
intended  as  a war  measure.  He  thought  it  relevant,  as  h was 
competent  to  show  that  the  ideas  of  the  speaker  are  wrong. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  was  lost— ayes  35 — 
noes  70. 

Mr-  Seybert  said,  that  in  voting  for  the  several  important  mea- 
sures which  congress  have. agreed  to  this  session,  he  lilt  himself 
pledged  to  go  to  war;  that  lie  was  in  favor  of  an  embargo  as  a r 
precautionary  measure  and  precursor  to  war.  When  w e voted  for 
the  twenty-five  thousand  men  he  supposed  the  executive  intended 
war — but  he  has  now  such  information  from  a friend  in  whom  he 
confides,  as  leads  him  to  believe  tliat  offensive  operations  are  not 
meant.  We  ought  to  he  better  prepared  before  w e engage  in  w ar. 
He  had  observed  in  tlie  Baltimore  papers,  that  the  British  have 
ordered  a squadron  and  twenty  thousand  men  for  our  coast. 

Mr.  Smilie  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  observations  of  his 
friend  and  colleague:  he  did  not  know  from  what  quarter  he  had 
obtained  his  information,  t’nat  the  president  does  not  mean  w ar. — > 
Does  he  believe  he  lias  all  this  time  been  deceiving  the  legislature  ? 
He  had  heard  but  one  sentiment  from  the  president,  which  is,  that 
7vc  must  make  war  unless  Great  Britain  relents.  Tlie  president 
had  always  supposed  that  the  embargo  must  precede  w ar— the  only 
difference  has  been  as  to  tlie  time,  w hich  has  been  finally  compro- 
mised. The  embargo  is  intended  as  a w ar  measure.  He  would 
assure  his  colleague  it  was  intended  by  both  the  executive  and  - 
the  committee  of  foreign  relations.  That  being  now  up,  he  would 
observe,  that  at  the  beginning  of  tli6  session,  he  was  not  so  warm 
for  war  as  many  were,  tout  lie  was  for  commercial  restrictions.  He 
was  not  for  tin’ twenty-live  thousand  men;  but  as  the  house  have 
determined  otherwise  he  would  now  go  to  war— if  we  now  recede 
we  shall  be  a reproach  among  all  nations. 

Mr.  Seybert  then  spoke,  that  his  intention  was  to  resist  seriously 
Great-Britain ; lie  would  be  plain ; but  lie  was  nut  for  going  to 
war  unprepared.  When  the  bill  for  raising  the  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men  w as  before  the  house,  it  w as  then  declared  to  be  accord- 
ing to  the  wishes  of  the  secretary  at  war— since  that  time  the 
secretary  has  said  it  was  not  his  wish,  from  which  he  concluded  it 
was  not  the  wish  of  the  president. 

Mr.  Randolph  proposed- to  read  from  memoranda  in  his  possesr- 
sesrion,  of  what- -occurred  in  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  and 
a conference  between  them  and  the  secretary  of  state,  which  was 
objected  to. 

Mr.  Basset  (chairman)  considered  it  in  order. 

Mr.  Calhoun  appealed. 

The  chairman’s  decision  was  confirmed,  ayes  60. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  it  Will  appear  that  the  embargo  is  not  prepa- 
ratory to  war,  that  is  to  say,  it  was  not  necessarily  so,  and  of 
course  not  of  the  character  which  the  speaker  has  considered  it- 
From  his  minutes  [among  other  facts]  it  appeared,  that  Mr.  Monroe, 
said  to  the  committee,  that  tlie  president  thought  we  ought  to 
declare  war  before  we  adjourn,  unless  Great-Britain  recedes,  of 
which  there  was  no  prospect— That  there  was  conversation  about 
an  embargo.  Mr.  Monroe  was  asked  by  some  of  the  committee 
whether  the  president  would  recommend  it  by  message,  lie  an- 
swered that  he  would,  if  he  could  be  assured  it  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  house.  He  also  said,  Mr.  Barlow  had  been  instructed  to 
represent  to  tlie  French  government  our  sense  of  die  injuries  re- 
ceived, and  to  2>ress  upon  them  our  demands  for  reparation- — that  if 
she  refused  us  justice,  the  embargo  would  leave  the  policy  as  res- 
pects France,  and  indeed  of  both  countries,  in  our  hands.  He  was 
asked  if  any  essential  alterations  would,  be  made  within  sixty  daj  s, 
in  the  defence  of  our. maritime  frontier  or  sea-ports  ? Mr.  M:.  an- 
swered tliat  pretty  considerable  preparations  would  be  made.  He 
said,  New-York  was  in  a respectable  state  of  defence  but  not  such  as 
to  resist  a formidable  fleet — but,  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
such  a kind  of  war  would  be  carried  on.  It  was  replied,  that  we 
must  expect  what  commonly  happens  ill  wars.  Mr.  M.  said,  that 
although  a great  distress  and  in  jury  might  take  place  in  one  part  of 
the  union,  it  would  not  essentially  affect  the  population  or  re- 
sources of  tlie  union  at  large.  As  to  the  prepared  state  of  the 
country,  he  said,  in  case  of  a declaration  of  war,  tiie  president 
would  not  feel  himself  bound  to  take  upon  himself  more  than  his 
share  of  the  responsibility.  Mr.  M.  said,  the  unprepared  state  of 
tlie  country  was  tile  only  reason  why  ulterior  measures  should  be 
deferred. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  said,  that  the  step  we  are  about  taking  is  too 
high  a price  to  pay  for  the  consistency  of  gentlemen  who  think 
they  have  gone  too  far  to  recede ; it  is  too  expensive  to  bolster  them 
tip  in  this  way.  He  asked  what  will  be  the  situation  of  this  people 
in  sixty  days:  rut  your  note  into  the  bank,  and  see-' how  soon  it 
will  be  out.  What  w ill  be  the  condition  of  tins  unhappy,  misguided 
country  ? What  would  it  have  been  tor  6Q„120,  dr'  365  days  past  ?, 
He 'had  hoped  not  to  have  seen  the  old  stpry  of  the  dog  worrying 
the  cat,  &c.  realised.'  Are  the  majority,  in. consequence  of  having1 
byen  goaded  by  the- presses,  tojiiunge  the  people  into  a war  by 
bringing  them  first  to  the  w flipping-  post  and  then  by-  exciting  their 
spirit.  He  would  assure  the  house  the  spirit  of  the  people  is  not 
up  to  it  at.  this  time  ; if  so,  there  would  be  no  necessity  of  those 
provocatipns  to  excite  this  false  spirit — this  kind  of  Dutch  courage. 

If  you  mean  war,  if  the  spirit  of  the  country  is  up  to  it,  why  have 
you  been  spending  five  mouths  in  idle  debate. 

The  speaker  (Mr.  Clay)  called  Mr.  Randolph  to  order,  for  charg- 
ing the  house  with  spending  five  months  in  idle  debate. 

The  chairman  decided  that  the  expression  was  not  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Wright  appealed. 

The  decision  of  the  chairman  was  confirmed — ayes  50,  noes  49. 
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Mr.  Randolph  proceeded,  and  said  he  would  Infonwgentlemen  in 
this  house,  that  fie  had  known  gentlemen  not  interior  in  gallantry,  in 
v/isdoni,  in  experience,  in  the  talents  of  a statesman  to  any  upon 
the  tloor,  who  have  been  consigned  to  obiivion  tor  advocating  a war 
against  the  public  sentiment.  Did  we  not  then  say  to  those  gen- 
tlemen, the  war  they  advocated  was  against  the  public  sentiment. 

In  tWo  years  from  this  time,  the  people  will  tell  you  that  you 
rated  j our  consistency  at  more  than  it  was  worth,  more  than  we 
are  willing  to  pay  for  it — that  your  disgrace  is  not  our  disgrace. 

What  said  the  people  to  the  projected  war  twelve  years  ago  ? 
That  they  would  not  pay  their  money  and  sacrifice  then'  property 
for  jour  consistency. 

If  it  would  not  discover  a want  of  decorum,  he  would  ask  what 
has  become  of  the  license  bill  against  trading  under  licences  to 
France,  a measure  which  was  recommended  in  the  president’s 
message  at  the  beginning  of  the,  session?  He  said,  he  understood 
the  ship  Hannibal,  which  was  lately  captured  by  the  British,  sailed 
under  one  of  those  licences.  He  does  not  mean  to  palliate  that  cap- 
ture ; but  is  it  strange  that  Greal-Britain  should  capture  our  ves- 
sels, when  we  have  notified  tint  we  are  about  Invading  her  terra 
Jirnia.  He- believed  the  way  war  will  happen,  if  it  does  happen, 
will  be  by  Great-Britain  attacking  and  perhaps  destroying  some 
of  cjpr  seaports,  which  it  is  calculated  will  render  it  popular  in  our 
eeuirtry.  The  plan  is  now  to  lay  an  embargo — and  tin-  reason  is, 
wt?  have  had  one,  and  it  lias  failed.  This  appears  to  him  to  be  a 
non  sequitur. 

Messrs.  Grundy  and  Calhoun  said  they  were  not  impressed  with 
a recollection  of  the  facts  which  occurred  before  the  committee  of 
foreign  relations  in  the  same  manner  as  had  been  stated  by  Mr. 
Randolph.  They  did  not  recollect  that  Mr.  Monroe  said  the 
embargo  would  leave  the  policy,  as  respects  both  belligerents,  in 
our  hands. 

Mr.  Porter  said  he  was  in  favor  of  an  embargo,  as  a measure 
which  ought  to  precede  war  y but  it  was  very  important  that  we 
should  be  prepared  before  we  commence  war.  He  did  not  believe, 
it  was  possible  to  commence  it  with  safety  within  four  months 
from  this  tinfe.  Such  a measure  as  an  embargo  would  be  of 
immense  injury  to  the  state  of  New-York,  on  account  of  their 
Hour  which  has  gone  to  market. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  without  amendment, 
anil  the  question  was,  shall  it  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading? 

Mr.  Quincey  then  moved  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  taken 
oft’  from  our  proceedings. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  there  was  but  one  precedent  of  an  embargo 
being  passed  with  dosed  doors. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  agreed  to  be  taken  on  Mr.  Quincey’s 
motion. 

Mr.  Wright  then  made  a question  of  order  on  Mr.  Quincey’s 
bunion. 

The  speaker  decided  it  was  not  in  order,  another  question  being 
before  the  house. 

Mr.  Little  then  moved  the  previous  question,  which  he  soon 
withdrew. 

Mr.  Stow  then  expressed  his  alarm  and  astonishment  at  the 
course  we  w ere  taking.  He  said  the.  country  was  wholly  unpre- 
pared to  enter  into  a war,  within  the  time  which  had  been  men- 
tioned. He  warned  gentlemen  of  their  danger,  and  the  ruin  which 
threatened  our  defenceless  towns.  The  authority  which  he  had 
cited  ought  to  have  more  weight  than  the  liearsqys  of  some  young 
members  in  tills  house.  The  elections  of  the  maritime  parts  of  the 
country  will  put  your  places  into  the  possession  of  your  political 
adversaries.  You  may  be  assured  you  tread  on  deceitful  ground. 
The  intelligent  part  of  the  community  at  the  north  are  si  gaunt  tiie 
.war.  There  is  no  calculating  the  injury  it  will  be  to  the  state  of 
New-York. 

Mr.  Basset  spoke  in  favor  of  the  measure,  arid  respecting  the 
injuries  we  have  received  from  Great-Britain. 

Mr.  Roberts  then  moved  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Shdftev  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes. 

'f  lie  motion  tor  ;tiie  previous  question  was  carried,  ayes  66, 
noes  -lo. 

The  question  was,  “ shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading? 

Carried— ayes  71,  noes  39. 

The  question  was  then,  on  what  day  shall  it  be  read  ? 

Mr.  Grundy  moved  it  be  read  immediately. 

Mr.  Macon  proposed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Qitincey  said,  (it  then  being  half  past  7 o’clock  in  the  even- 
ting) he  had  not  been  able  to  take  any  part  in  the  debate ; that  the 
measure  which  had  been  thus  hurried,  was  extremely  interesting  to 
his  immediate  constituents,  and  he  was  very  anxious  to  express  his 
sentiments  upon  it — but  ii--  w as  so  fatigued  with  die  tedious  sit- 
ting, that  he  was  unable.  to  do  it  this  evening,  and  hoped  the  house 
would  indulge  him  until  to-morrow.  He  would  not  Condescend  to 
debate  such  a question  in  the  present  'state  of  the  house,  and  he 
asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on  Mr.  Macon's  motion,  which  were 
agreed  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  1).  R.  Williams,  said  he  was  desirous  to  grant  the  requestor 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  It  was  in  his  opinion  a very 
reasonable  one.  The  deportment  of  the  other  side  of  the  house, 
bad,  during  the  whole  of  the  session, been  very  gentlemanly  towards 
the  majority— and  sir,  said  he,  wiH  you  now  refuse  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  express  their  sentiments  upon. a measure,  which,  in 
their  view,  .s  so  important?  He  said  that  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
majority  ought  to  dictate  the  indulgence  asked  for.  The  majority 
now  stand  oil  high  ground — what  will  be  said,  and  what  will  bo  the 
consequence  of  a refusal?  We  9haii  iose  the  ground  on  which  we 
now  stand. 

Mr.  Macon  was  of  the  same  opinion— he  thought  the  minority  had 
acted  with  more  propriety  than  he  ever  knew  in  a minority. 

Mr.  W right  objected,  although  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge 
tile  minority  had  conducted  with  propriety- 


Mr.  Nelson  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  according  to  tba  ini  nor- 
tance  of  subjects,  so  is  our  precipitancy  ? Is  the  minority  thus  to  be 
dragooned  in  to  this  measure  ? For  one,  he  w ished  to  reflect  upon  it. 
The  f.rst  intimation  he  had  of  this  measure,  was  the  message'.  If  it  is 
intended  as  a precautionary  measure,  as  the  precursor  to  war,  aa 
some  gentlemen  have  treated  it,  it  is  a question  of  drfubt  in  Iria 
mind.  He  thought  it  better  to  arm  our  merchantmen— to  grant 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal— and  repeal  our  non-importation  la Wi 
We  have  already  suffered  enough  under  our  restrictive  system,  if 
we  pass  the  bill  tonight,  it  cannot  be  a into  Su.til  the  other  branch 
act  upon  it.  When  we  are  going  to  war,  it  will  be  well  known  that 
wv  have  the  spontaneous  support  of  more  than  one  half  the  com- 
munity . 

Mr.  Alston  said  he  would  have  Voted  on  the  motion,  if  the  gentle* 
man  had  not  asked  for  the  ayes  and  noes  ; hut  as  he  appears  desirous 
to  marshal  one  side  of  the  house  against  the  other,  lie,  was  not  clis* 
posed  to  gratify  him  in  his  request. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  a few  move  remarks. 

Mr.  Widgery  declared  war  to  be  inevitable,  and  ought  not  to  be 
delayed — on  this  account  he  was  against  postponing  the  bill  until 
to-morrow.  If  we  do  it  at  all,  it  might  to  be  speedily.  It  is  not  to 
lie  believed  that  argument  will  change  a single  vote.  The  rc spoil- 
silsility  is  on  the  majority. 

The  question  on  reading  tomorrow  Wits  negatived,  57  to  54. 

It  was  then  read  a third  time— and  qiythe  question,  shall  the  bill 
pass  ? it  w as  carried,  ayes  70,  noes  41«LV 


Law  of  the  United  States. 

The  following  act  was  yesterday  made  publiQ, 
having  been  passed  by  congress  whilst  lately  in  con- 
clave. The  injunction  of  secrecy  not  having  been 
removed  from  the  proceedings  of  either  house  on 
this  act,  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  report  them  to  otlr 
readers.  { [Nat.  Int.  A,}:.  1G. 

AN  ACT  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  specie, 

goods,  wares  and  merchandise  for  a limited 

time. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  during  the 
continuance  of  the  act  entitled  “ An  act  to  lay  an 
embargo  on  ail  the  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States  fora  limited  time/’ 
fo  export  from  the  United  States  or  the  territories 
thereof,  in  any  manner  whatever,  any  specie,  nor 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  of  foreign  or 
domestic  growth  or  manufacture;  and  if  any  per- 
son shall,  with  intent  to  evade  this  law,  export  or 
attempt  to  export  any  specie,  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandise from  the  United  States  or  the  territories 
thereof,  either  by  land  or  water,  such  specie,  goods, 
wares  or  merchandise,  together  with  the  vessel' 
boat,  raft,  curt,  waggon,  sleigh  or  other  carriage  in 
which  the  same  shall  have  been  exported  or  attempt- 
ed to  be  exported,  shall,  together  with  the  tackle, 
apparel,  horses,  mules  and  oxen,  be  forfeited, 
and  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  specie,  goods, 
wares  or  merchandise" and  every  other  person  know- 
ingly concerned  in  such  prohibited  exportation,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  each  respectively  forfeit 
and  pay  a sum  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars 
for  every  such  offence  ; Provided , however,  that 
nothing  in  this  section  contametkshall  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  departure  of  vessels,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  act  last  abovementioned,  are  or  may  be 
oe  mitted  to  depart  in  the  manner  and  under  the 
restrictions  provided  by  the  said  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or 
such  other  person  as  he  shall  have  empowered  for 
that  purpose,  to  employ  any  part  of  the  land  or 
naval  forces,  or  militia  of  the  United  States,  or  the 
territories  thereof,  as  may  be  judged  necessary, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  illegal  departure 
of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  illegal  exportation  qf 
any  specie,  or  of  any  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dise contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this,  or  of  the 
last  abovementioned  act,  and  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
taining, taking  possession  of*  .and  keeping  in  cus- 
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tody,  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  specie,  goods,  wares 
or  merchandise. 

See,  3.  And  be  >t  further  enacted , that  all  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures,  incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act. 
shall  and  may  be  prosecuted,  suited  for,  recovered 
and  distributed,  and  be  mitigated  and  remitted  in 
the  manner  provided  by  the  act  entitled  “ an  act  lav- 
ing an  embargo  on  all  the  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
p rts  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  for  a limited 
tine/*  and  also,  that  the  penalties  and  forfeitures 
incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act  may  be  recovered  sub- 
sequently to  the  expiration  thereof,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  this  act  had  still  continued  in  full  force 
and  virtue. 

H.  CLAY 

Speaker  of  the- house  of  representatives. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 
President  of  the  senate  pro-tempore. 
April  14,  1812. 

approved,  JAMES  MADISON. 

Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  10. — Mr.  Dinsmoor  laid  before  the 
house  the  following  letters,  addressed  to  him  : 

Stale  of  New  -Hampshire,  ( Cornish ,) 
March  12,  1812. 

Sir — Calvin  Fling,  my  son,  twenty  years  old  last 
January,  has  had  liberty  to  reside  in  the  province 
of  Canada,  these  three  years  last  past,  as  a journey- 
man saddler,  and  has  been  in  the  city  of  Montreal 
the  most  part  of  the  time.  Last  July,  I received  a 
letter  from  him,  dated  iu  Quebec ; and  about  two 
weeks  ago,  Henry  Hall,  formerly  of  this  town,  a 
young  man  and  a saddler  by  trade,  came  to  Cornish 
directly  from  Quebec,  and  says  that  he  worked  in 
the  same  shop  with  Calvin  Fling,  and  that  Calvin 
my  son  was  impressed  by  a gang  from  the  British 
sloop  of  war  the  Ratler,  and  carried  on  board  said 
vessel,  and  is,  finally,  carried  o IF.  Sir,  we  are  in 
much  distress  for  our  sou.  Mr.  Hall  said  that  as 
nigh  as  he  could  recollect,  it  was  about  seven 
months  ago,  and  thatmust  be  dir  ectly  after  the  date 
of  this  letter  in  July.  Sir,  I wish  you  to  make  the 
matter  known  to  government ; and  I pray  that  our 
government  would  release  him  that  he  may  return 
to  us  again. 

Dear  sir — I did  much  for  my  country  in  the  re- 
volutionary war.  I was  in  service  about  eight  years. 
I was  in  the  battle  of  Germantown,  nigh  Philadel- 
phia ; in  the  battle  of  Mud  Fort,  or  Fort  Mifflin  ; 
and  iu  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  In  Mud  Fort  I had 
my  hearing  much  injured,  and  it  is  grown  so  much 
worse  that  I cannot  hear. but  very  little,  nor  anv 
with  one  ear,  which  was  most  sensibly  hurt ; but  I 
never  have  applied  to  government  for  assistance.  1 
was  in  commission  a considerable  part  of  the  war. 
Sir,  I pray  that  this  may  be  made  known  in  its  pro- 
per place;  and  if  my  son  can  be  released,  we  shall 
much  rejoice,  and  be  very  thankful  to  government. 

Your  friend  and  very  humble  servant, 

LEMUEL  FLING. 
Hon.  Samuel  Dinsmoor,  Esq. 

To  the  hon.  Mr.  Dinsmoor,  member  of  congress  from 
the  state  of  New- Hampshire. 

Honoured  sir, — You  will,  perceive  bv  the  letter 
which  encloses  this  signed  by  mv  husband,  that  we 
have  recently  had  a dear  son  pressed  on  board  a Bri 
tish  warship,  and  that  he  is  taking- steps  to  accom- 
plish his  liberation,  if  possible.  This  being  the  case. 


it  might  perhaps  seem  to  some  persons  that  I migh& 
reasonably  remain  silent;  but,  dear  sir, permit  me  to 
assure  all  who  may  read  this,  that  the  tender  poig- 
nant feelings  of  a bereaved  mother  forbid  silence  in 
this  melancholy  case.  Let  all  who  are  not  callous 
to  every  tender  human  feeling,  guess  at  least  how  a 
fond  mother  mmt  ieel,  what  anguish  must  wring 
her  heart,"  on  having  a beloved  son,  in  a state  of  mi- 
nority, torn  from  the  arms  of' Lis  parents,  irom  bro- 
thers and  sisters,  and  from  the  country  in  which  he 
was  born,  and  hurried  to  distant  climes,  in  a state 
of  servitude,  awful  and  dangerous,  where  if  he 
should  be  in  distress  (as  he  doubtless  is)  his  cries 
cannot  be  bSjfcard,  nor  his  wants  met,  by  those  to 
whom  he  is  as  dear  as  life.  Had  I the  eloquence  of 
Cicero,  I could  not  fully  express  the  feelings  of  my 
aching  heart.  What  a wide  field  presents  itself  for 
the  terrors  of  imagination  ! Sometimes  I fancy  my 
son  is  compelled  to  point  the  engine  of  death  against 
the  bosom  of  his  own  countrymen.  At  others,  ima- 
gination presents  him  dead,  and  sunk  in  the  mighty 
waters  to  be  food  for  the  monsters  of  the  deep.  Oh ! 
could  I appear  before  those  in  whose  power  it  is  to 
return  him  to  his  native  land,  if  he  is  still  alive,  how 
freely  would  I throw  myself  at  their  feet,  and  let  my 
tears  and  groans,  my  sorrowful  countenance,  and 
my  grey  head,  which  will  soon  come  down  with 
sorrow  to  the  grave,  plead  with  them  my  righteous 
cause ; and  if  more  could  be  done,  I would  cite  to 
them  the  language  of  David,  when  his  son  Absalom 
was  no  more ; and  the  language  of  Job  in  a state  of 
bereavement. 

“This  day  is  my  complaint  bitter,  my  stroke  is 
heavier  than  my  groaning. , Have  pity  upon  me,  O 
ye,  my  friends  have  pity  upon  me,  for  the  hand  of 
my  God  hath  touched  me.”  My  weighty  trial  adds 
fresh  horrors  to  the  night,  apd  almost'  deprives  the  ’ 
sun  of  his  power  to  charm.  The  nation,  into  whose 
hands  my  son  has  fallen,  profess  to  be  governed  by 
the  enlightened  philanthropy  of  the  gospel.  May 
I not  then  encourage  myself  that  this  sacred  princi-  j 
pie  will  so  far  actuate  their  bosoms  as  that  they  will 
hear  and  answer  my  important  and  humble  request? 

In  respect  to  the  disagreement  between  the  two  na- 
tions, (i.  e.  England  and  America,)  1 have  nothing 
to  say,  being  a woman  in  the  humble  walks  of  life, 
only  that  1 devoutedly  pray  that  the  Disposer  of  all  I 
events  would  of  his  infinite  mercy  dispose  both  to  j 
a settlement  as  honourable  as  rectitude,  and  as  last- 
ing as  time.  I do  not,  like  the  widow  in  the  gospel, 
ask  to  be  avenged  on  my  adversaries,  nor  can  I,  like  : 
her,  apply  often.  I ask  to  have  my  dearson  resto- 
red to  my  arms ; and  if  my  request  is  dertied,  I must 
sit  down  in  mournful  silence,  humbly  praying  that 
if  we  can  meet  no  more  on  earth,  we  may,  through 
the  merits  of  a glorious  Redeemer,  meet  on  the 
shore  of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  where  the  din  of  war,  , 
the  chain  of  slavery,  and  the  apparatus  of  death,  , 
shall  be  known  no  more  forever.  Sir,  1 pray  you.  \ 
to  forward  this  to  the  British  minister  in  this  coun- 
try, and  to  the  British  government,  if  possible.  I I 
cannot  doubt,  for  a moment,  your  cordial  and  faith- 
ful co-operation  in  a cause  in  which  human  happi-; 
ness  is  so  deeply  concerned.  With  sentiments  of 
high  consideration  ami  respect,  I subscr  ibe  myself.) 

Your  distressed  friend  and  sister, 

) RUTH  FLING. 

Cornish,  March  28,  1812. 

The  above  letters  were  referred  to  the  committee  ! 
on  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Coleman. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  ‘the  bill  J 
yesterday  under  discussion. 
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Mr.  Pleasants  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  Monday  week.  [To  remove 
the  non  importation.] 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 

After  cons. dei able  debate  on  these  motions,  the 
question  on  indefinite  postponement  was  decided  as 
follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bard,  Bibb.  Rlnckledge,  Boyd,  Brown, 
doptoft,  Crawford,  Desha,  Earle,  Fisk,  Gliolson,  Goodwyn,  Green, 
B.  Hall,  O.  Hall-,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  K*nt,  Lacock,  Lefever,  Little*, 
Lyle,  Macon,  M‘Coy,  M‘Kim,  Metcalf  Mitehill,  Morrow,  Nelson, 
Now,  Newton,  Piper,  Pond,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Shaw,  G.  Smith,  Strong,  Talia.ero,  Troup,-  Turner,  Whitehall, 
Williams,  Widgery,  Winn,  Wright.— 50. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Baker,  Basset,  Bigelow,  Bleefiker,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chevts, 
Davenport,  Davis,  Dawson,  Dinsmoor,  Ely,  Emott,  Findley,  Fitch, 
Gold,  Grundy,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Jackson,  Key,  King,  Lewis, 
Lowndes,  M'Bryde,  M-Kee,  Milnor,  Moseley,  NewboiJ,  Ornmby, 
Pearson,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Quincy,  Reed,  Ritigely, 
Roberts,  Rodman,  Seybevt,  Shetfey,  S.milie,  J.  Smith,  Stanford,' 
Stuart,  Stow',  S( urges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tracy,  Wheaton. 
White,  Wilson— 60. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Tiie  motion  to  postpone  to  Monday  week  was 
can  ied.  Ayes  57. 

Mr.  Bibb’s  motion  to  appoint  a committee  to  act 
with  a committee  of  the  senate,  to  consider  what 
business  is  necessary  to  be  decided  on  previous  to 
adjournment,  and  at  whattime  an  adjournment  may 
take  place,  was  taken  up,  and  after  debate,  was 
passed  ; 73  to  40. 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Bacon,  Baker,  Bibb,  Bigelow  , Blether, 
F/oyd,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Harwell,  Calhoun,  Champion, 
Chittenden,  Davenport,  Davis,  Earle,  Ely,  Emott,  Findley,  Fisk, 
Fitch,  Gold,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Jackson, 
Johnson,  Kent,  Key, King,  Lewis,  Macon,  M‘Bryde,  Metcalf, Milnor, 
Morrow,  Mostly,  Nelson,  Newhold,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  Pond,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgely,  Rodman, 
Seaver,  Shaw,  S lie  (fey,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Stow, 
Strong,  Sturges,  Talliaferro,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tracy,  Whea- 
ton, White, ^Wliitehiil,  Williams,  Widgery,  Wilson. — 73. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bard,  Bassett,  Blaekledge,  Brown, 
Butler,  Cheves,  Ciopton,  Crawford,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  B.  Hall, 
O.  Hall,  Harper,  Lacoek,  Lefevev,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  M‘Cay, 
M‘Kee,  M'Kim,  Mitcliill,  New,  Newton,  Ormshy,  Ringgold, 
Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  J.  Smith,  Troup, 
Turner,  Winn,  Wriglit.— 40. 

Saturday,  April  1 1. — A quorum  not  appearing  at 
the  usual  hour  of  meeting,  the  house  adjourned  to, 
Monday. 

Monday,  April  13. — Mr.  Wright,  from  the  mili 
tary  committee,  made  a report  on  the  petition  of 
Edward  Clarke,  respecting  a new  mode  of  harbor 
defence  by  buoy  forts.  The  report  states  that  the 
committee  had  examined  the  model,  but  that  it  was 
impossible  to  judge  of  the  effect  without  an  actual 
experiment  thereof.  The  committee  therefore  re 
Commend  a resolution  that  the  secretary  of  the  navy 
be  authorised  to  make  an  experiment  of  the  same. 
The  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Blaekledge  reported  a bill  relating  to  ap 
peals  from  the  district  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
U.  States.  Twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  M‘Kim  offered  to  the  house  the  following 
resolution,  premising  that  he  bad  been  particularly 
induced  to  offer  it,  by  considerations  resulting  from 
the  present  state  of  things  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
arising  from  the  disability  of  the  district  judge,  by 
which  upwards  of  700  suits  rvere  kept  in  suspen.ee, 
to  the  great  injury  of  individuals  and  prejudice  of 
the  government.  In  order  to  remedy  that  difficul- 
ty, a bill  had  passed  both  houses,  which  had  been 
returned  by  the  president  as  objectionable  on  con- 
stitutional grounds.  It  had  been  pronounced  on 
this  floor,  by  a respectable  law  authority,  that  if  that 
bill  was  rejected  there  was  no  other  remedy.  He 
therefore  had  been  induced  to  offer  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress 
assembled,  two-thirds  of  both  houses  concurring, 
that  the  following  section  be  submitted  to  the  legis- 


latures of  the  several  states,  which,  w hen  ratified  bv 
the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the  states,  shall 
be  valid  and  binding  as  a part  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  : 

“ Resolved,  that  the  judge?  both  of  the  supreme 
and  inferior  courts,  may  be  removed  from  office,  on 
the  joint  address  of  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States.” 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  to  be  printed  ; 44  to  38. 

Mr.  Widgery  and  Mr.  Fitch  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  the  reuiainderof  the  session. 

A letter  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  transmitting  a report  of  the  comptroller 
of  the  U.  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  establish- 
ing the  mint,  and  embracing  all  the  information  re- 
lative to  the  transactions-of  the  mint,  which  the  set- 
tlements made  at  the  treasury  enable  him  to  afford. 

A confidential  message  from  the  senate  was  an- 
nounced by  the  speaker  ; and  the  house  was  accord- 
ingly cleared  of  all  persons  but  the  members  and  of- 
ficers of  the  house.  The  doors  were  soon  opened 
—when 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Basset  in  the  chair,  on  the  hill  to  in- 
corporate Moses  Austin,  Henry  Austin,  John  R. 
Jones,  and  others  in  the  territory  of  Louisiana.  Af- 
ter considerable  debate,  the  first  section  of  the  hill 
was  stricken  out,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup.  The 
question  on  concurrence  with  the  committee  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays. 

For  concurrence,  46 

Against  concurrence,  43 

So  the  house  resolved  that  the  said  section  be 
struck  out. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  14. — Mr.  M‘Kim  presented  4 pe- 
tition from  sundry  merchants  of  Baltimore,  praying 
a modification  of  the  non  importation  act,  in  order 
to  afford  them  an  opportunity  to  get  their  funds 
home  from  England. 

Mr.  Wright  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, made  two  reports,  the  first  recommends  a 
concurrence  with  the  senate  in  the  amendments  to 
the  bill  establishing  a corps  of  artificers.  The  other 
relates  to  military  tactics. 

Mr.  Calhoun  from  .the  committee  of  foreign  rela- 
tions reported  a bill  making  further  provision  for 
the  support  of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow. 

Two  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  had  leave  of 
absence,  Mr.  Seaver  a member  of  the  committee 
of  foreign  relation c9  and  Mr.  Quincy  a member  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  from  Monday 
next  to  the  end  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Wright  made  an  attempt  to  call  up  his  bill 
but  the  house  refused  to  consider  it  and  proceeded  - 
to  the  order  of  the  day.. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  support  of  certain  offi- 
cers of  government  therein  mentioned  was  gone 
through  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Uednesd-ay,  April  15. — Mr.  Mitch  ill  presented  a. 
petition,  praying  permission  to  import  goods  pur- 
chased prior  to  the  president’s  proclamation  of  Nor. 
1810.  Referred. 

Mr.  Sevbert  presented  the  memorial  of  145  aier- 
chants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  permission  to  im- 
port goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  from  Great 
Britain  in  payment  of  debts  due  them  in  that  coun- 
try. Referred. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a bill  authorising  an  addition 

to  the  capital  stock,  of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  to 


no 
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the  amount  of  500,000  dollars,  which  was  read, 
and  on  the  question  shall  the  bill  wow  have  a second 
reading?  Mr.  Basset  moved  to  reject  the  bill,  some 
debate  took  place  on  this  motion.  Mr.  Roberts 
nioved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table.  Motion  lost. 

The  question  again  recurred  on  rejecting  tlyj  bill. 

JjOSt. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a second  time  and  com- 
mitted to  a committee  of  the  whole  hpuse  on  Friday 
iie>st. 

Mr,  Calhoun  from  the  committee  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, repprteq  a bill  authorising  the  departure  of 
ships  and  vessels  from  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States  ir*  certain  cases. — R.ead  twice  and 
refered  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  Tagget  had  leave  of  absence  from  the  27th 
instant,  and  Mr.  Rodman  from  Monday  next  till 
the  end  of  the  session. 

An  engrossed  bill  continuing  for  a limited  time  the 
salaries  of  certain  officers  of  government  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sturges  had  leave  of  absence  from  Monday 
next  till  the  end  of  the  session. 

The  doors  were  closed  about  half  past  2 o’clock, 
and  remained  clqsed  till  past  3 o’clock,  when  they 
Were  again  opened  : [see  the  law  passed  page  1 07.  J 
( For  Thursdays  proceedings  see  last  page.) 


The  case  of  Rounsavell, 

Mentioned  in  the  proceedings  of  congress  insert- 
ed in  the  last  number  of  the  Register,  and  also  in 
our  “Political  Notices,”  occupied  a great  portion  of 
time  in  the  house  of  representatives  from  the  novelty 
of  the  matter  and  the  diversity  of  opinion  respect 
iing  it,  and  him,  among  the  members,  He  gave 
information  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  laying  an 
embargo,  to  the  editors  of  certain  papers  printed  at 
Georgetown  and  Alexandria,  and  being  brought 
before  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  refused 
to  answer  the  questions  proposed  to  him  by  the 
chairman.  Detained  in  the  custody  of  the  sergeant 
alarms  he  was  brought  before  the  house,  and  the 
same  interrogatories  were  put  by  the  speaker,  and 
he  again  refused  to  answer  questions  which  went 
$q  ascertain  by  what  means  he  obtained  the  afore 
said  information.  An  irregular  debate  ensued,  and 
several  motions  were  made,  which  finally  termin 
ated  in  recommitting  him  to  the  custody  of  the  ser- 
eant  at  arms.  The  next  day  (Tuesday,  April  7) 
e addressed  a letter  to  the  speaker  disclaiming  the 
intention  of  violating  the  respect  due  to  the  house, 

declaring  that  the  conversation  which  the  writer 
had  was  inadvertent  as  he  believes  on  the  part  of 
the  members  who  partook  in  it,  and  entirely  with 
put  any  intention  on  their  part,  as  he  believes,  to 
yio]ate  the  order  of  the  house;  that  he  had  been 
refused  by  the  committee  an  opportunity  to  explain 
his  testimony  ; apd  that  his  only  motive  for  re  usin°- 
to  answer  was,  that  if  he  were  to  answer  the  ques^ 
tipn  as  propounded  to  him,  it  might  have  the  effect 
pf  criminating  those  who  had  committed  no  crime 
and  from  whose  conversation,  but  for  previous  and 
subsequent  knowledge,  he  could  not  have  ascertain- 
ed that  an  embargo  had  been  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion, c.  Si, c.” 

After  which  Mr.  Smilie  proceeded  to  state  that 
Mr  Rounsavell  probably  gathered  the  facts  stated 
from  being  present  at  a conversation  he  himself 
had  with  a member  who  was  absent  from  the 
house  when  the  vote  was  taken,  exculpating  Mr. 
R.  from  all  blame  therein.  Mr.  Smilie  made  some 
j^marks  implicating  th^- character  of  AJr,  Han 


dolph , to  which  Mr.  Calhoun  replied,  and  Mr. 
Quincy  read  the  following  memorandum  which  he 
had  taken  on  the  day  of  its  date,  anticipating  that 
some  difficulty  might  arise. 
v“  memorandum.  31  st  Marc hy  1812. 

“ Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South- Carolina,  a member 
of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  this  day  in- 
formed me,  that  “the  committee  of  foreign  rela- 
tions had  come  to  a determination,  that  an  embargo 
should  be  proposed  to  congress  for  its  adoption  to- 
morrow.” I asked  him,  if  I was  at  liberty  to  men- 
tion this  as  a fact  from  him.  He  replied,  that  “ I 
was  at  liberty.”  He  said,  “that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  committee  were  generally  of  opinion  that  the 
subject  should  be  kept  secret.  But  Mr.  Randolph,* 
one  of  the  committee,  had  declared,  that  he  would 
not  consider  himself  bound  to  any  such  obligation. 
The  committee,  therefore,  had  thought  that  it  was 
but  fair  to  give  an  equal  chance  to  all  the  gentlemen 
in  congress.  And  that  he  informed  me  of  the  fact, 
as  a member  from  a commercial  town,  in  order 
that  I might  communicate,  it  to  my  mercantile 
friends.” 

“ I soon  after  went  to  him  and  asked  him,  “ whe- 
ther the  embargo  would  come  as  an  executive  re- 
commendation.” He  replied,  “ I do  not  deem  my- 
self authorised  to  answer  that  question.” 

“ I find  the  same  information  has  been  communi- 
cated by  other  members  of  the  committee  to  various 
members  of  congress. 

“ JO$IAH  QUINCY.” 
Much  desultory  conversation,  too  tedious  and  of  too 
little  interest  to  be  detailed  ensued — finally  Mr.  Roun,- 
savell  was  brought  before  the  house,  and  having 
agreed  to  answer  such  questions  as  might  be  pro- 
pounded to  him,  was  discharged.  The  whole  state- 
ment as  inserted  in  the  National  Intelligencer  occu- 
pies eight  columns,  to  which  our  readers  are  respect- 
fully referred  for  further  particulars — if  they  desire 
them. 


History 

Of  the  Invasion  of  Portugal  by  Bonaparte, 

ABRIDGED  FROM  THE  MOST  AUTHENTIC  SOURCES. 

(CONCLUDED  FROM  PAGE  81.) 

The  Portuguese  were  little  likely  to  endure  in 
patience  these  aggravated  evils.  They  have  been 
reproached  for  their  propensity  to  revenge  ; — that 
propensity  proceeds  not  more  from  a lively  and  per- 
verted sense  of  honor,  than  from  the  supineness  of 
their  government,  which,  by  suffering  all  crimes 
to  be  committed  with  impunity,  loosened  the  bonds 
of  society,  and  left  every  man  to  take  vengeance  I 
for  himself.  They  have,  also,  like  the  Spaniards, 
a deep  and  ever-present  remembrance  of  their  former 
greatness.  The  vanity  with  which  this  is  some- 
times manifested  has  excited  the  contempt  of  those 
who  are  little  acquainted  with  the  real  character  of 
the  nation ; but  it  is  more  generally  a feeling  of  me- 

* “ Mr.  Calhoun  has  since  stated  to  me,  that 
the  reasons  given  by  Mr,  Randolph  fqr  refusing  to 
agree  to  the  injunction  of  secrecy  were,  1.  That 
he  doubted  the  right  of  the  committee  to  enjoin 
secrecy.  2.  That  having  just  returned  from  Bal-  j, 
timore,  he  had  heard,  while  in  that  city,  that  the 
intention  to  lay  an  embargo  was  already  known  in 
that\ity,  and  that  the  British  consul  and  a great 
mercantile  house  there,  were  then  acting  on  th$ 
information.  J,  Q,.’*  f 
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lincholy  pride.*  The  degeneracy  of  the  Portuguese 
*vas  confined  to  the  higher  ranks,  whom  every 
possible  cause,  physical  and  moral,  combined  to 
degrade*  Generation  after  generation,  they  had 
intermarried,  not  merely  within  the  narrow  circle 
of  a few  privileged  families,  but  oftentimes  in  their 
own  : uncles  with  their  nieces,  nephews  with  thtjr 
aunts.  The  canonical  law  was  dispensed  with  for 
these  alliances  ; but  no  dispersing  power  could  set 
aside  the  law  of  nature,  which  rendered  degenera-, 
cv  the  inevitable  and  righteous  consequence. — 
Thus  was  the  breed  deteriorated  ; and  education 
completed  the  mischief.  The  young  hidalgo  was 
never  regarded  as  a boy  : as  soon  as  the  robes,  or 
rather  the  bandages  of  infancy  were  laid  aside,  he 
appeared  in  the  dress  of  manhood,  tvas  initiated  in 
its  forms  and  follies,  and  it  was  rather  his  misfor- 
tune than  his  fault,  if,  at  an  early  age,  he  became 
familiar  with  its  vices.  When  he  arrived  at  man 
hood,  no  field  for  exertion  was  open  to  him,  even 
if  he  were  qualified  or  disposed  to  distinguish  him- 
self. A wasteful  expenditure  made  him  a bad  land 
lord,  and  a bad  paymaster  ; a deficient  education 
made  him  a bad  statesman  ; and  a loose  morality 
made  him  a bad  patriot.  There  is  an  original  good- 
ness in  human  nature,  which  not  unfrequently 
suryives  the  most  baneful  circumstances  in  which 
it  can  be  placed.  These  causes  of  degeneracy  were 
common  to  ail  the  Portuguese  nobility  : the  effects, 
of  course,  were  not  equally  apparent  in  all;  and 
they  who  followed  the  piince  regent  to  Brazil  dis- 
played no  common  loyality. 

The  clergy  were  not  so  learned  as  their  prede- 
cessors nor  were  they  so  intolerant.  The  middle 
classes  were  improved, — the  peasantry  uncorrupt- 
ed ; their  occupations  were  the  same  as  those  ol 
tbeir  forefathers,  nor  did  they  differ  from  them  in  I 
any  respect,  except  the  very  important  one,  that  a 
long  interval  of  peace,  and  their  frequent  inter 
course  and  frequent  intermariiages  with  the  Spa 

* The  Portuguese  historians  with  a modesty  pe 
culiar  to  themselves  declare  that  the  descriptions  of 
Elysium,  and  of  the  garden  of  Eden  as  given  by 
the  poets,  are  not  merely  shadows  of  imagination, 
but  real  pictures  of  their  country,  and  its  capita! 
Europe,  says  one  of  them,  Antonio  de  Macedo,  is 
the  best  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  world.  Spain 
is  the  best  part  of  Euiope,  and  Portugal  the  best 
part  of  Spain.  It  is  manifest,  observes  another, 
Luis  Mendez  de  Vaseoneellos,  that  the  Europeans 
ace  superior  to  the  rest  pf  the  world,  and  that  they 
who  inhabit  the  most  temperate  regions  are  most 
perfect  by  nature.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  as 
Lisbon  is  situated  in  the  most  temperate  aspect, 
the  influence  of  the  heavens  must  necessarily 
make  its  inhabitants  most  perfect  of  all  incor 
poreal  beauty,  and  mental  excellence.  The  same 
grave  author  in  a work  called  0 sitio  de  Lisboa, 
which  was  written  in  the  beginning  of  the  17th 
century,  and  has  since  been  printed  bv  the  Acade- 
my, accordingly  proves  from  Plato  and  Aristotle, 
that  Lisbon  is  the  first  of  earthly  cities.  A.  Portu- 
guese divine,  in  speikingof  the  temptations  offered 
to  our  Saviour  by  Satan,  who  showed  him,  from 
the  mountains  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth',  ex 
claims  ; “ Ah  fortunate  is  it  that  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal  was  concealed  from  his  view  by  the  moun- 
tains of  Spain,  or  our  blessed  Lord  would  never 
have  been  able  to  resist  the  offer.”  It  is  a common 
observation  among  them — “all  the  world  allows 
that  our  country  is  the  finest  on  earth.”  Thev 
also  say— “ Portugal  is  small,  but  it  is  £ iymp  of 
sugar,” 


niards,  had  effaced  the  old  enmity  between  the  two 
nations,  and  an  union  had  thus  naturally  been 
effected  along  the  border.  They  area  fine,  hospi- 
table race,  of  whom,  as  indeed,  of  t|» e nation  at 
large,  those  persons  who  have  been  moi-t  conversant 
with  them  uniformly  speak  the  be-t.  The  upper 
boughs  were  cankered,  but  ,ihe  trunk  and  l oot 
were  sound. 

Soon  after  Jnnot  entered  Lisbon  he  established 
his  head  quarters  at  the  palace  of  ■Q.uinteiia,  who 
was  supposed  to  he  the  most  wealthy  man  in  Por- 
tugal. The  contributions  which  were  levied  upon 
this  man’s  purse  were  immense,  but  his  conduct 
was  so  contemptible  that  no  one  pitied  him.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  French,  he  gave  a sumptuous 
entertainment  to  the  generals  and  chief  officers  of 
the  army,  in  hopes,  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the 
commander  in  chief.  His  guests  seemed  highly 
gratified  with  the  civilities  of  their  host,  and  sur- 
prised at  such  a display  of  opulence.  The  costly 
paintings  which  decorated  the  walls,  of  which 
many  were  productions  of  the  most  eminent  mas- 
ters of  Italy,  particularly  attracted  the  notice  of  the 
general  en  chef,  rvho  is  said  to  he  a great  connois- 
seur, So  singularly  had  they  hit  his  fancy,  that  he 
next  morning  despatched  a note  to  Q.uintel!u,  com- 
plimenting him  on  the  tasterhe  had  shown  in  his  col- 
lection, and  requesting.,  as  a favor  .that  the  pictures 
might  immediately  be  sent  him  by  the  bearer1  of  the 
message.  He  also  took  occasion,  soon  after,  to 
observe  to  his  entertainer  how  much  flattered  he 
felt  by  his  politeness,  and  how  happy  be  was  to  see 
the  affection  he  had  manifested  tq^the  person  of  his 
master,  the  great  Napoleon,  observing  at  the  same 
time,  that  as  he  had  seen  no  house  in  Lisbon  which 
he  liked  so  well,  he  intended  in  future  to  confer  on 
| him  the  honor  of  residing  in  it  himself.  Quint  cl  ]& 
thus  had  the  pleasure  of  maintaining  the  general 
and  all  his  stall’. 

The  vigorous  measures  which  Junot  adopted  were 
sufficient  to  repress  the  people  till  the  revolution  m 
Spa  n broke  out.  Deputies,  as  they  were  called 
were  sent  to  Bayonne : thev  were  •composed  of  those 
persons  whom  it  was  thought  proper  to  secure  in 
France,  because  of  their  loyalty,  and  of  other's 
who  would  be  fit  tools  for  Bonaparte T pleasure. — 
Among  the  former  was  the  Marquis  of  A hrantes, 
the  president  of  the  regency,  appointed  by  the  prince 
before  his  voluntary  banishment, — whose  estates, 
with  the  title  of  duke,  were  conferred  upon  Ju  not, 
when  the  emperor  created  his  new  nobility.  A Ici- 
er from  these  deputies  to  the  Portuguese  nation  v.  as 
circulated  by  the  duke-intruder,  informing  them  of 
their  interview  with  theemperor;  that  nothing  could 
equal  the  extent  of  bis  genius,  and  the  generosity 
of  his  principles  ; that  he  had  spoken  with  a noble 
indifference  concerning  the  rights  which  events  had 
given  him  over  Por  tugal  ; had  treated  of  the  means 
of  raiding  them  to  their  due  station  among  the  pow- 
ers of  the  continent,  and  of  delivering  them  from 
the  yoke  of  British  influence,  under  which  they 
had  so  long  suffered  ; for  he  would  endure  no  Eng- 
lish colony  on  the  continent  : finally  he  had  de 
dared  that  their  own  fate  was  in  their  hand?, depend- 
ing on  the  uprightness  with  which  they  should  em- 
brace the  general  cause  of  Europe,  and  the  firmness 
with  which  they  should  resist  temptation. 

But  these  artifices  were  of  no  av  ail  when  the  peo- 
ple heard  of  the  revolution  in  Spain.  The  insurrec- 
tion began  in  Algarve  Here  where  the  commotions 
in  Andalusia  could  not  possibly  be  concealed  from 
the  people,  an  edict  was  fixed  up  in  all  the  towiw, 
calling  Upon  the  Portuguese  to  take  arias  agHiw-sr, 
'•the  Spanish  insurgents-  This  was  done  ou  the  day 
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oFtheCorpode  Deos,  in  the  little  town  of  Olhao, 
a place  inhabited  by  sea- faring  men,  about  a league 
from  the  city  of  Taro-  Jose  Zopes  de  Sousa,  a 
colonel  in  the  Portuguese  army  tore  down  the  edict, 
2nd  cried  out  to  the  people  “ah  Portuguese,  we  np 
longer  deservethat  name,  and  we  are  now  nothing.” 
Fired  at  the  reproach  they  replied  they  were  ready 
to  sacrifice  every  thing  for  their  country.  A meet- 
ing was  immediately  held  in  the  church,  where  Jo- 
se Lopez  was  elected  their  commander.  They  then 
made  preparations  to  defend  the  town,  knowing 
that  the  French  in  Faro  would  attack  it  as  soon  as 
they  heard  what  had  passed.  General  Moraiu,  tl>e 
French  governor  of  Algarve,  resided  at  Faro,  and, 
on  the  following  day  he  sent  a detachment  to  invest 
Olhao.  They  were  driven  back  with  some  loss  : 
and  when  a reinforcement  was  sent  from  Faro,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  city  took  advantage  of  their  ab- 
sence : a countryman  put  hirpself  at  their  head  and 
they  overpowered  the  garrison.  The  French  re- 
turning from  Olhao  to  secure  Faro,  were  repulsed 
and  obliged  to  fiy  to  Mertola,  where  there  was  a 
division  destined,  with  the  troops  from  Algarve,  to 
enter  Spain  and  succour  Dupont.  The  countryman 
who  had  so  successfully  exerted  himself  at  Faro 
now  hastened  upon  a patriotic  exhibition  to  Louie, 
Albofejra,  fSylves,  Alvor,  Lagos,  and  other  towns  • 
—the  French  and  their  most  notorious  partizans 
were  made  prisoners  in  every  place,  and  in  eight 
and  forty  hours  the  whole  province  of  Algarve  had 
recovered  its  liberty.  Other  parts  of  Portugal  were 
less  fortunate  in  .asserting  their  rights.  The  open 
and  level  country  of  Altentejo  was  peculiarly  unfa- 
vorable to  a war  carried  on  by  peasantry  and  towns- 
men against  a regular  force  of  horse  and  foot ; and 
here  Junot’s  threats  were  carried  into  full  execu- 
tion. Two  hundred  persons  were  killed  in  the 
streets  of  Villa  Vigosa.  Six  thousand  Portuguese 
atfempted  to  defend  the  city  of  Beza,  and  how 
bravely  they  defended  it  may  be  understood  from 
the  admission  of  the  French,— That  they  did  not 
give  way  till  1200  were  left  on  the  field.  No  quarter 
was  given  and  the  city  was  given  up  to  tfie  soldiers. 
Similar  horrors  were  perpetrated  to  the  north  of 
Lisbon  : towns  and  villages  were  burnt,  priests 
'murdered  at  the  altar,  and  r.uns  violated  in  their 
convents. 

Such  was  the  state  of  Portugal  at  the  time  when 
the  patriots  in  Andalusia  were  pressing  on  Dupont, 
when  the  intruder  was  marching  to  Madrid,  and 
when  Palafox  was  so  gloriously  defending  the  streets 
and  houses  of  Zaragosa.  These  transactions  on 
the  peninsula  excited  the  deepest  interest  in  the 
English  people,  not  so  much  for  the  hope,  which 
had  thus  unexpectedly  arisen,  of  advantages  to 
England,  and  to  the  general  welfare  of  Europe,  as 
for  the  nature  of  the  contest,  their  detestation  of 
the  unequalled  iniquity  by  which  it  had  been  pro- 
yoked,, and  their  sympathy  in  the  instinct  and  prin- 
ciple by  which  it  was  carried  on.  The  militia  a] 
most  universally  offered  themselves  for  foreion 
service,  and  the  country  called  for  an  effort  equal 
to  the  occasion,  which,  had  it  been  made,  would, 
in  all  human  probability,  have  destroyed  thefortune 
cf  Bonaparte. 

An  army  of  10,000  men  under  the  command  of 
sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  sailed  from  Cork  on  the  12th 
of  Ju]y?  and  arrived  at  Corunna  on  the  20th.  Sir 
,Artuur  offered  the  assistance  of  the  force  under  his 
command  tq  the  junta  of  Gallicia  : but  they  replied 
fhat  they  did  not  want  men  : that  they  wished  for 
uothjng  from  the  British  government,,  but  money 
arms  and  ammunition.  But  they  expressed  their 
conviction  tljat  his  army  might  be  employed  with 


great  advantage,  both  to  the  Portuguese  and  the 
Spanish,  by  marching  to  the  relief  of  Lisbon.  In 
the  north  of  Portugal,  and  consequently,  at  no 
great  distance  from  Gallicia,  the  French  were  still 
in  force.  Sir  Arthur  therefore  proceeded  to  Opor- 
to, on  his  arrival  there,  the  governor  informed  him 
that  the  Portuguese  force  was  sufficient  to  deter  the 
French  from  making  any  attacks,  or  if  not,  to  re* 
pel  them.  That  he  might  be  able  to  form  a more 
correct  opinion,  sir  Arthur,  however,  left  his 
forces  at  Oporto,  in  order  to  have  a conference  with 
Sir  Charles  Cotton,  olT  Lisbon  ; — with  whom  he 
consulted  about  the  practicability  and  prudence  ot’ 
forcing  the  entrance  of  the  Tagus,  and  attacking 
the  forts  in  the  near  vicinity  of  that  capital.  In  the 
mean  Lime,  while  he  was  on  board  the  Hibernia, 
the  admiral’s  ship,  he  received  a letter  from  general 
Spencer,  who  was  then,  with  about  C000  men,  off 
Cadiz.  This  force  was  destined  to  be  employed 
either  in  co  operating  with  the  Spanish  forces  un- 
der Castanos,  in  their  operations  against  Dupont, 
or  in  conjunction  with  the  expedition  under  Sir 
Arthur.  As  the  junta  of  Seville  did  not  deem  this 
assistance  to  them  necessary,  general  Spencer  was 
ordered  by  sir  Arthur  to  join  him.  The  English 
general,  having  made  himself  acquainted  .with  the 
numerical  strength  and  disposition  of  the  French 
army,,  determined  to  land  his  forces  in  Mondego 
bay,  where  he  could  effect  it,  and  form  his  army, 
without  any  opposition  from  the  enemy: — and,  at 
the  same  time  lie  would  be  assisted  and  supported 
by  the  Portuguese  army  which  had  advanced  to 
Coimbra.  Soon  after  the  disembarcation  was  effect- 
ed, the  force  under  general  Spencer  also  landed  ; 
and  on  the  12th  Aug.  the  army  reached  Legoria,ori 
thq  road  to  Lisbon,  on  the  19th  the  army  halted, 
and  on  the  20th  the  general  came  tq  a detei  miration 
to  attack  the  French  under  general  Laborde,  at 
Roleia. 

Roleia  is  situated  on  an  eminence,  having  a plain 
in  its  front,  a{.  the  end  of  a valley,  \yhich  comraenr 
ces  at  Caldas,  and  is  closed  to  the  southward  by 
mountains,  which  join  the  hills,  forming  the  vallev 
on  the  left,  looking  from  Caldas.  In  the  centre  of 
the  valley,  and  about  eight  miles  from  Roleia,  is  the 
town  and  old  Moorish  fort  of  Cebidos,  from  which 
the  French  piquets  had  been  driven  on  the  loth  ; 
from  that  time  the  French  had  posts  in  the  hills  on. 
both  sides  of  the  valley,  as  well  as  on  the  plain  in 
Irontof  the  army,  which  was  posted  on  the  heights 
in  front  of  Roleia,  its  right  resting  upon  the  hills, its 
left  upon  an  eminence  and  the  whole  covering  four 
or  five  passes  into  the  mountains  in  their  rear. — 
Their  force,  at  that  time,  consisted  of  about  6000 
men,  of  which  about  500  were  cavalry,  with  five 
pieces  of  cannon  ; but  there  was  some  reason  tq 
believe  that  they  would  be  reinforced  on  the  right 
wing,  by  general  Loison  in  the  course  of  the  night. 
The  plan  of  attack  was  therefore  immediately  form- 
ed. The  army  was  formed  into  three  columns.  The 
right  consisted  of  120  Portuguese  infantry,  and  50 
Portuguese  cavalry,  destined  to  turn  the  enemy’s 
left,  and  penetrate  into  the  mountains  in  his  re,«r. 
I'he  left  consisted  of  major-general  Ferguson’s  and 
brigadier-general  Bowe’s  brigades  of  infantry,  three 
companies  of  riflemen,  a brigade  of  light  artillery, 
and  20  British  and  20  Portuguese  cavalry,  destined 
to  ascend  the  hills  at  Cebidos,  to  turn  the  enemy’s 
posts  on  the  left  of  the  valley,  as  well* as  the  right 
of  the  post  of  Roleia,  and  to  watch  the  approach  of 
general  Loison.  The  centre  column  consisted  of 
four  brigades  under  major  general  Hill  and  briga- 
dier general  Nightingale,  Crauford  and  Fane,  and 
'400  Portuguese  light  infantry,  the  Bldtish  and  Pqt> 
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tu<niese  -cavalry,  a brigade  of  nine-pounders  and 
another  of  sixes.  The  battle  was  fiercely  contested, 
but  did  not  continue  long.  The  French  were  beat- 
en, but  the  English  purchased  their  victory  by 
the  loss  of  479  men,  killed,  wounded  and  missing.: 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  still  greater,  but  they  ef  | 
fected  their  retreat,  in  good  order,  to  Torres  Vedras,  j 
where  general  Laborde  was  joined  by  Loison.  Sii 
Arthur  then  moved  to  Vimiera  to  protect  the  laud- 
ing of  brigadier  general  Anstmther,  of  whosearriv- 
al  on  the  coast  he  beat  d on  the  evening  of  the  battle. 

Junot  having  heard  of  the  large  reinforcement 
under  general  Moore,  which  was  expected,  deter- 
mined to  attack  the  English  before  it  should  arrive. 
He,  therefore,  marched  out  of  Lisbon  with  all  his 
force,  and  assumed  the  command  of  the  army  at 
Torres  Vedras.  On  the  20th  news  arrived  that  ge- 
neral Auckland  was  in  the  offing,  and  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day,  sir  Harry  Burrard  arrived  in 
Marceira  Roads  to  take  the  command.  Sir  Arthur’s 
plan  had  been  to  march  on  the  following  morning, 
push  his  advanced  guard  to  Mafra,  and  halt  the  main 
body  about  four  or  five  miles  from  that  place,  thus 
turning  the  enemy’s  position  at  Torres  Vedras. — 
Orders  had  been  issued  for  this  march  ; but  the  ar 
rival  of  the  new  commander  disconcerted  the  plan, 
and  the  orders  were  consequently  recalled. 

Vimiera  stands  in  a valley  about  threemiles  from  the 
sea,  and  is  screened  from  the  sea  breezes  by  moun 
tains,  through  which  the  little  river  Maceira  winds 
its  wa  v.  The  western  termination  of  these  moun- 
tains reaches  the  shore,  the  eastern  is  separated  by 
a deep  ravine  from  the  heights,  over  which  the  road 
passes  from  Lourinha.  The  greater  part  of  the  in 
fan  try  was  posted  on  these  hills,  with  eight  pieces 
of  cannon  ; major  general  Hill’s  brigade  being  on 
the  right,  and  major-general  Ferguson’s  on  the  left, 
having  one  battalion  on  the  heights  beyond  the  ra 
vine.  A hill  on  the  southeast  of  the  village  com 
mands  all  the  ground  to  the  south  ward  and  eastward, 
being  itself  commanded  from  the  mountain  to  the 
west.  This  hill  was  occupied  by  brigadiers  general 
Anstruther  and  Fane.  The  left  of  this  hill  was  com 
manded  from  the  heights  over  which  the  road  to 
Laurinha  passes;  and  that  position  was  only  oc 
copied  by  a' picket,  as  the  camp  liad  been  taken  up 
for  only  a single  right.  The  cavalry  and  the  reserve 
of  artillery  were  in  the  valley,  flanking  and  sup 
porting  brigadier-general  Fane’s  advanced  guard. 
At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  21st,  large  bodies  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  appeared  upon  the  heights  to 
the  left,  threatening  the  weak  part  of  the  British  po- 
sition. Four  brigades  under  brigadier-general  Fer- 
guson were  immediately  moved  across  the  ravine. 
The  attack  began  upon  the  advanced  guard,  where 
the  French  were  bravely  received.  General  Auck 
land,  with  the  last  of  the  four  brigades  which  had  been 
ordered  to  the  heights,  attacked  them  in  flank  on 
his  way  ;'and,  after  a desperate  contest,  they  were 
driven  hack,  with  the  loss  of  seven  pieces  of  can- 
non. The  attack  was  commenced  about  the  same 
time  on  the  Lourinha  heights  ; it  was  made  with  the 
usual  impetuosity  of  the  French,  and  supported  by 
a large  body  of  horse.  The  British  riflemen  were 
driven  in  : but  general  Ferguson’s  division  received 
the  enemy  with  a tremendous  volley  and  brought 
them  to  the  bayonet.  They  were  the  flower  of  the 
French  army,  and  they  came  to  the  charge  like  men 
accustomed  to  victory.  But  in  one  moment  their 
foremost  rank  fell,  like  a line  of  grass  before  the 
scythes  of  the  mowers  : The  French  gave  way  and 
six  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken  from  their,  in  the 
pursuit.  Most  of  the  wounded  French  were  young 
fticn,  anil  of  delicate  appearance, — apparently  men 


whose  lot  would  not  have  fallen  in  the  army,  under 
any  other  system  than  that  of  the  conscription, 
though  having  been  forced  into  it,  they  had  acquir- 
ed the  worst  vices  which  have  ever  degraded  and 
disgraced  the  profession  of  arms.  In  this  battle  the. 
French  lost  13  pieces  of  cannon,  23  ammunition 
waggons,  and  about  3000 killed,  wounded  and  mis- 
sing. The  English  lost  about  1000. 

After  the  dispositions  for  the  battle  of  Vimiera 
had  been  made,  sir  Harry  Burrard  arrived,  as  com- 
mander in  chief,  but  from  feelings  of  delicacy  to- 
wards sir  Arthur,  he  declined  to  take  upon  himself 
the  command  of  the  army.  On  the  following  day 
he  was  superceded  in  turn  by  the  arrjval  of  sir  Hew 
Dalrymple.  Within  a few  hours  after  his  arrival,  a 
flag  of  truce  came  in  from  Junot,  proposing  a ces- 
sation of  hostilities,  in  order  that  a convention 
might  be  settled,  by  which  the  French  should  eva- 
cuate Portugal.  When  intelligence  was  received  in 
England  that  Junot’s  army  had  sustained  a signal 
defeat,  it  was  expected  that  other  victories  would 
follow’,  and  thatit  would  ultimately  lead  to  solid  ad- 
vantages. But  the  convention  soon  arrived,  in 
which  it  wras  stipulated  that  the  English  govern- 
ment should  be  at  the  expense  of  transporting  the 
whole  of  the  French  army  to  any  of  the  ports  be- 
tween Rochfort  and  L’Orient — when  the  army  ar- 
rived in  France  it  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  serve  agaiu 
— all  the  property  of  the  individuals  of  the  army 
was  to  be  sacred,  &.c.  We  have  not  room  to  expa- 
tiate on  the  weakness  and  folly  of  th$  conquerors 
in  receiving  such  terms  fr  om  their  fallen  foe.  The 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese  were  highly  dissatisfied 
wdih  the  convention,  and  in  England  it  was  regard- 
ed as  a deep  and  mortal  wound  upon  the  honor  of 
the  country.  The^London  newspapers  joined  in 
one  common  cry  of  wonder  and  abhorrence,  and 
the  provincial  journals  proved  that  one  feeling  per- 
vaded the  nation — some  refused  to  disgrace  their 
pages  by  inserting  so  infamous  a treaty  ; others, 
surrounded  it  with  broad  black  lines,  putting  their 
journal  in  mpurning  for  the  dismal  information  it 
contained  ; some  headed  the  page  with  a represen- 
tation of  three  gallowses,  and  a general  suspended 
from  each,  cut  in  wood  for  the  occasion. 

It  was  in  vain  the  ministry  ordered  the  tower 
guns  to  be  fired,  and  other  rejoicings  to  be  made. — 
The  throne  was  besiege.d  with  petitions  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  calling  loudly  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  transaction.  An  inquiry  was  set  on  foot. 
The  opinion  which  the  board  delivered  was,  that 
-they  could  not  pronounce  with  confidence,  whe- 
ther the  victory  of  Vimiera  ought  to  have  been  pur- 
sued ; but  considering  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances under  which  two  new  commanders  arrived 
from  the  ocean,  and  joined  the  army— the  oneriur 
ing,  and  the  other  immediately  after  the  battle,  and 
those  successiv^y  superceding  each,  and  both  the 
original  commanders,  w'ithin  the  space  of  twenty 
four  hours,  it  was  not  surprising  that  the  army  w as 
not  carried  forward  until  the  second  day  after  the 
action,  from  the  necessity  of  the  general’s  beingac- 
quainted  with  tliL*actual  state  of  things.  On  a con- 
sideration of  all  the  circumstances,  they  thought 
no  further  military  proceeding  was  necessary  on  the 
subject;  and  however  some  of  them  might  differ  in 
opinion  on  the  fitness  of  the  convention,  it 
their  unanimoirs  declaration,  that  unquestionable 
zeal  and  firmness  had  been  exhibited  by  all  the  ge- 
nerals. 

The  hoard  was  called  upon  tq  resume  its  consi- 
deration of  tfie  armistice  and  convention,  and  pro- 
nounce decidedly  whether  they  thought  them  advis- 
able. The  armistice  w as  disapproved  by  the  earl 
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Moira  ; the  convention  by  the  same  nobleman,  by 
the  earl  of  Pembroke  and  general  Nieolls  : thus, 
six  of  the  seven  members  approved  of  the  armistice, 
and  four  approved  the  convention.  The  proceed- 
ings were  concluded  by  a declaration  from  the  king, 
adopting  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  board,  that 
no  farther  military  proceeding  was  necessary. 

As  the  defeat  of  Junot  and  the  deliverance,  of 
Portugal  were  only  mediate,  and  not  the  ultimate 
-object  of  the  British  army,  it  marched  from  Lisbon, 
under  the  command  of  sir  John  Moore,*  to  the  as 
•sistance  of  the  Spanish  patriots. 


Travellers  in  America. 

(continued  from  page  96.)  , 

Thomas  Ashe,  esquire,  having  met  with  nothing 
in  the  north  eastern,  middle  or  southern  states. 
“ worthy  the  observation”  of  his  correspondent,  fix- 
es his  residence  for  a time  at  Pittsburg.  In  this  de 
lightful  spot  he  experienced  much  attention  and 
hospitality  from  the  inhabitants,  who  are  “ princi 
pally  Irish”  and  whose  influence  over  the  customs 
and  manners  of  the  people,  “has  hindered  the 
vicious  propensities  of  the  genuine  American  charac- 
ter, from  establishing  here  the  horrid  dominion 
they  have  assumed  over  the  Atlantic  states.”  Mr. 
Ashe  speaks  in  raptures  of  the  ladies,  with  whom, 
indeed,  he  seems  to  have  been  a favorite  every  where 
—for  he  takes  particular  pains  to  excludethem  from 
any  sharein  the  “ supreme  disgust”  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  excited  in  him.  In  Pitts 
burg  they  arc  better  educated  than  the  men,  and 
make  very  praiseworthy  and  constant  wives,  never 
forsaking  their  husbands  even  in  the  yellow  fever, 
when  servants  and  all  others  have  fled  “ the  dread 
contagion.”  As  this  is  ah  instance  of  conjugal  af- 
fection, not  to  be  met  with  elsewhere,  it  richly  merits 
to  be  recorded.  There  appears  to  be  still  some  lit- 
tle religion  left  in  the  place,  which,  however,  it 
may  be  supposed  cannot  last  much  longer,  as  “they 
are  frittering  it  into  a thousand  ceremonies,  a thou- 
sand absurd  and  eccentric  shapes.”  Mr.  Ashe  was 
well  nigh  frightened  to  death,  bv  seeing  an  old  man 
emerge  from  five  woods,  wrapped  up  in  a cloak,  with 
a long  beard  flowing  upon  his  breast ; which  he 
absolutely  mistook  for  a huge  hear,  until  inform- 
ed that  the.  object  of  his  dread,  was  a harmless 
“ meuonwt”  whose  religion  prompted  him  to  soli- 
tary acts  of  devotion,  and  to  suffer  his  beard  to  grow 
unchecked.  The  scholastic  establishments  do  no 
great  credit  to  the  town  ; but  the  markets  are  excel 
lent,  being  abundantly  supplied  with  “ provisions  of 
every  description.”  The  amusements  of  the  people 
vary  according  totheseason  ; in  winter  they  cariole 
“by  torch  light,”  and  in  summer  hold  “ rural  fes- 
tivals in  the  vicinity  of  clear  springs.”  But  lest  this 
favorable  account  of  Pitsburg  should  “ dispose  some 
minds  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  to  emigration” 
©ur  traveller  takes  care  to  wind  it  up  with  a long  and 
minute  detail  oft  he  perplexities  and  calamities  experi- 
enced by  a Sussex  farmer,  who  had  been  seduced  to 
leavehis  nativeland,  by  reading  the^blasphemous  re- 
veries of  Jefferson,  Tom  Paine,  and  Priestly.”  The 
unfortunate  emigrant  Arrived  atBoston  with  his  fami- 
ly and  “ in  an  instant  a swarm  of  custom-house  offi- 
cers were  on  board,  and  began  their  work  of  search, 
extortion  and  pillage.”  From  these,  however,  the 
poor  fanner  escaped,  but  unhappily,  only  to  meet 
with  new  difficulties  ; for  be  had  no  sooner  landed, 
than  he  “ found  himself  surrounded  by  a crowd  of 
persons”  who  nearly  annihilated  him  with  their 

*!idc  VolTE  ’ ’ ” ’ 


“ impertinent  inquiries.*9  A thousand  tricks  were  dex- 
terously played  off,  to  discover  his  occupation,  trade, 
intentions,  &tc.  One  offered  to  sell  him  a land  lot- 
tery; anotherproposed  his  taking  “ a contract  for 
building  a bridge;”  and  a third  advised  him  to 
“place his  funds  in  a manufactory  of  weaver*s  shut- 
tles ; buy  up  unpaid  for  British  goods,  20  per  cent. 
under  prime  cost ; sell  them  by  auction,  and  then 
buy  a patent  for  making  improved  fish-hooks.”  Or, 
if  he  intended  to  become  a school  master,  a lawyer,  a 
parson,  or  a doctor,  they  advised  him  to  travel  else- 
where, as  expeditiously  as  possible,  for  that  people 
of  that  sort  “ were  hardly  held  in  repute  among 
them.”  All  these  things,  and  many  more,  which 
happened  to  the  poor  emigrant  in  thecourseof  “one 
short  hour”  naturally  enough  dispelled  his  fair 
dreams  of  American  independence,  and  shewed  the 
inhabitants  to  him  in  their  true  light — “ a race  of  im- 
pudent, selfish,  sordid  individuals,  without  either 
principle  or  common  honesty.  Unwilling,  however, 
to  form  h is  judgment  hastily,  this  man  ofSussex  made 
up  his  mind  to  travel.  He  passed  through  “ the  ma- 
lignant ordeals  of  the  middle  states  ; through  the 
burning  fevers  which  annually  claim  their  thousands, 
and  depopulate  the  great  towns  of  New- York,  Phi- 
ladelphia and  Baltimore,”and  arrived  at  length  in  the 
south,  where,  though  he  found  no  yellow  fever,  he 
found  what  was  still  worse,  “slavery,  tyranny, 
sloth,  avarice  and  licentiousness.”  Having  now  “vi- 
sited the  whole  of  settled  America,”  and  experienc- 
ed nothing  but  disgust ; he  began  to  reflect  upon 
the  absurdity  of  renouncing  “ the  honor  of  being  a 
British  subject,  for  the  degradation  of  becoming  a 
citizen  of  such  states,”  and  wisely  determined  to  quit 
a country  so  “ infamously  licentious,”  and  return 
to  the  undisturbed,  security  of  his  own  mild  and  pa- 
ternal government.  Another  fact  highly  interest- 

ing, and  one  which  must  suffice  to  deter  every  man 
of  common  understanding  from  a wish  to  emigrate  to 
this  country,  is,  that  Priestly  found  so  sad  a con- 
trast between  this  and  his  native  land,  that  he  soon 
“fell  into  a deep  melancholy,  and  died  broken 

HEARTED,” 

Our  traveller  having  performed  this  much  of  his 
duty,  makes  an  excursion  to  Morgan  town,  and 
Presqu’  isle  ; and,  after  lighting  upon  various  In- 
dian antiquities,  and  hoarding  up  a fund  of  witty 
anecdotes,  returns  once  more  to  Pittsburgh,  which 
place  seems  to  have  been  peculiarly  favorable  to  the 
developement  of  his  inventive  faculties.  He  disco- 
vered, during  this  peregrination,  thattheAmericans 
universally  prefer  to  build  their  houses  in  “ bot- 
toms,” being  too  lazy  to  dwell  upon  the  hills,  from 
which  their  avocations  would  give  them  the  daily 
trouble  of  descending  ; and  though  they  every  day 
see  the  evil  consequences  resulting  from  such  a 
choice,  still  “ they  persist,  and  prefer  inactivity  and 
disease  to  health  and  comfort,  when  the  latter  are 
to  be  purchased  by  exertion.”  The  stores  to  be  met 
with,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  are  really  curi- 
osities, and  are  as  well  worth  a voyage  across  the 
Atlantic,  as  Mr.  Jefferson’s  rock.  “ Each  shop 
exhibits  a complete  medley  ; a magazine  where  are 
to  be  had  both  a needle  anti  an  anchor;  a child’s 
whistle  and  a pianoforte;  a gill  of  whisky,  and  a 
hogshead  of  Madeira  wine.”  But  the  store  keepers 
are  an  abominable  set  of  rogues,  who  never  fail  to 
impose  upon  their  customers,  if  possible;  for  not- 
withstanding the  “ complete  medley’  'of  their  shops, 
they  are  sure  never  to  have  any  article  that  is  asked 
for.  “ I haveknown  a person  ask  for  a pair  of  shoes, 
and  receive  for  answer,  that  there  were  no  shoes 
in  the  store,  but  some  capital  gin.  I have  heard 
another  ask  for  a rifle  gun,  and  be  answered  thaft 
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there  were  no  rifles,  but  that  he  could  be  accommo-  ' 
dated  with  the  best  Dutch  looking  glasses,  and  Ger  < 
man  flutes  in  the  country.  Another  was  directed  by 
his  wife  to  bring  hera  warming  ‘pan, smoothing  irons,  > 
and  scrubbing  brushes,  but  these  were  denied  ; and  < 
a wooden  cuckoo  clock  sent  home  in  their  stead.” — 
A perplexing  instance  of  cross  purposes  occur-  ; 

red  to  our  traveller  himself;  for  upon  offering  an 
elegant  horse,  which  he  rode,  for  sale,  the  purcha- 
ser, instead  of  money  fobbed  him  oft  with  a parcel 
of  iron  stew  pans  to  the  amount  of  an  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars,  which  he  was  obliged  to  lug  all  the 
way  to  Pittsburg,  and  there  exchange  them  lor 
'glass  bottles.  This  occasion  of  paying  a second  vi- 
sit to  that  place,  gives  him  an  opportunity  ot  dis- 
covering various  circumstances  to  corroborate  the  i 
account  given  us  by  Moses  ot  the  general  deluge  ; 
upon  which  he  descants  most  philosophically.  This 
yery  naturally  leads  him  to  speak  of  the  productions 
x>fthe  soil;  with  the  rich  variety  of  which  he  seems 
delighted,  and  strongly  recommends  that  a society 
of  naturalists  should  visit  the  place  under  the  patron 
age  of  government.  He  then  makes  an  “ abrupt 
transition”  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  U.  States  ge- 
nerally,that  is,  of  the  civilized  parts  ; but  on  thjs  sub- 
ject alas  1 oh  deal  ! ! heigbho  ! ! ! (<  it  may  be  said 
with  the  greatest  truth,” 

“Man  is  the  only  growth  that  dwindles  here.” 

As  his  remarks  on  this  lamentable  state  ot  human 
nature,  contain  so  much  candour ; so  much  veraci- 
ty ; so  many  powerful  arguments  ; and  such  irresis- 
table  weight  of  testimony , we  should  be  doing  great 
injustice  to  our  traveller',  and  deprive  our  readers  ot 
much  p)  ojilable  amusement,  if  we  did  not  give  them 
entire;  premising  only,  wh?it  Mr.  Ashe  has  frequent- 
. ly  assured  his  correspondent,  that  he  never  makes  a 
general  assertion,  without  having  established  it  by 
“ actual  evidence  and  decisive  testimonies.’”  ft  will  be 
seen  that  he  takes  in  the  whole  range  of  science, 
warriors,  statesmen,  politicians,  churchmen,  law- 
yers, physicians,  astronomers,  &.c.  &c.  which  can 
notfail  to  establish  his  own  claim  to  preeminent  dis 
tinction.  “ I know  of  no  great  warriors  in  America. 

I cannot  honor  by  that  name  even  the  men  who  over- 
whelmed a handful  of  British,  and  after  several 
years  combat  obtained  an  unprofitable  victory.  In 
tike  manner,  I have  known  a shoal  of  herrings  run 
down  a whale  on  the  coast  of  Cornwall,  but  it  did 
not  follow  that  l was  to  attribute  this  accident  to  the 
individual  prowess  of  any  of  such  contemptible  ani 
pvls,  or  to  the  absence  of  strength  and  capacity  in 
the  whale.  This  is  so  just  a picture  of  the  Ameri 
can  war  and  its  close,  that  I hasten  to  the  statesmen. 
And  ivho  are  they  ?■ — I admit  there  are  two  in  the 
country  ; the  one  after  many  years  of  public  life 
devoted  to  a democratic  party,  had  the  good  sense 
again  to  become  an  apostate  to  monarchy , though  he 
might  have  predicted  that  it  would  occasion  his  fall 
from  the  head  of  the  government,  and  expose  him 
to  the  most  intemperate  abuse  of  the  Jacobinical  fac 
tion.  He  met  those  events  soon  after  with  a manly  for- 
titude, and  Mr.  John  Adat.is  now  leads  a private 
life,  beloved  by  the  admirers  of  good  sense  and  sound 
and  practical  political  wconomy.  There  is  no  doubt 
6«tlnat  he  is  the  first  statesman  in  America. — The 
next  statesman  to  Mr.  Adams,  is  Mr,  Jefferson. — 
This  gentleman  has  more  theoretical  talent,  than 
sterling  political  ability.  And  yet  to  shew  some 
respect  to  the  cry  of  the  world , frail  him  ast  (desman, 
though  he  certainly  has  betrayed  more  dereliction 
and  tergiversation,  than  ought  to  be  accorded  to  so 
high  and  eminent  a name.  During  the  whole  of  his 
two  presidencies  he  has  been  fluctuating  between  the 
igtt rests  of  his  country , and  hi*  prejudice  and  at. 


tachment  to  the  French  government.  The  remains 
of  good  sense,  and  the  toad  admonitions  of  others 
have  at  length  prevailed,  and  though  he  continues 
his  affection  to  the  Gallic  cock,  still  he  eeasCs  to  hate 
and  bully  the  British  lion.  There  are  in  Americano 
real  politicians,  the  speeches  you  see  in  papers  are 
made  by  Irish  and  Scotch  journalists,  who  attend 
the  congress  andsenate  merely  to  take  the  spirit  of 
tbeir  proceedings  and  clothe  it  with  a language  inte- 
resting to  read.  Attending  the  debates  of  congress 
on  a day,  when  a subject  of  consequence  was  to  be 
discussed,  I left  the  house  full  of  contempt  of  its  elo- 
quence and  the  paucity  of  talent  employed  for  the 
support  or  condemnation  of  the  question.  Not* 
withstanding  this  I read  in  the  next  morning’s  ga- 
zette— that  a debate  took  place  in  the  house  last 
night  of  the  most  interesting  nature;  that  it  was 
agitated  by  all  the  talent  in  the  country — particularly 
by  Messrs.  Dayton,  Morgan,  Otty,  Dawson,  8cc. 
whose  brilliant  speeches  we  lay  before  the  public — 

I had  the  misfortune  to  attend  the  congress  at  ano- 
ther time,  when  the  scene  was  more  noisy  and  turbu- 
lent than  at  any  of  your  electionering  hustings. — 
A Mr.  Lyon,  of  Vermont,  now  of  Kentucky,  not 
being  able  to  disprove  the  arguments  of  his  oppo 
nent,  spit  directly  in  his  face  : this  the  other  resen 
ted  by  running  to  the  Jit  e and  catching  up  a hot  poker 
and  in  a short  time  nearly  killed  his  opponent  and 
cleared  the  house.  I suppose  this  is  sufficient  on  this 
head  ; [he  must  be  unreasonable,  indeed,  for  whom 
tins  is  not  sufficient  !]  from  it  you  can  readily  learn 
that  the  congress  is  a violent  vulgar  assembly,  which 
hired,  persons  attend,  to  debate  on  state  affairs,  and 
that  the  public  newspapers  are  conducted  by  foreign 
editors,  who  amplify  such  debates  and  give  them 
something  of  a polished  and  interesting  character. — 
Nor  has  the  church  any  brighter  ornaments  than 
the  state.  The  members  of  it  have  no  conception  of 
eloquence.  Mr.  Smith  of  Princeton  college  has  the 
highest  reputation  as  a divine  and  orator,  f went 
to  hear  him  preach,  and  had  the  mortification  to  find 
a transposed  sermon  of  Blair,  delivered  in  a strain 
of  dull  monotony. — A Mr.  Livingstone  and  a Mr. 
Emmitt  are  the  only  lawyers  that  enjoy  repute  — Dr. 
Rush  of  Philadelphia  and  Dr.  Wilson  of  N.  York 
monopolize  all  the  medical  character  of  the  conn 
try — and  yet  the  ye(lov)  fever  still  rages.  As  to  the 
[other]  departments  of  science,  lam  told  there  has 
been  a Franklin  and  a Rittenhouse — I have  no  dis- 
position to  retract  from  the  iperits  of  such  gentle 
men,  but  I cannot  admit  that  these  two  instances 
after  the  mediocrity  of  genius  are  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify Mr.  Jefferson  in  saying  that  Mr.  Bulfon  was 
guilty  of  a gross  error  when  he  asserted  that  man 
apd  beast  dt  generated  irf  America — M.  Buflon  was 
perfectly  right  in  his  assertion. — The  reflections  like- 
ly to  arise  in  your  mind  out  of  tk  s,  I shall  not  inter- 
rupt.” 

As  we  have  vet  a long  distance  to  follow  Mr, 
Ashe  to  the  end  of  his  journey,  wc  shall  here  stop 
a little  to  take  breath  ; and  admire  the  wonderful 
acquirements  which  have  enabled  our  traveller  to 
give  so  correct  a decision  upon  such  variety  of  mat- 
ter. 

We  have  frequently  heard  of  Jacks  of  all  trades  ; 
but  then,  they  have  been  generally  represented  as 
good  at  none.  We  have  seen  Jincyrlopa'dias  of  the 
arts  and  sciences  ; hut  these  have  been  lortned  bv 
the  joint  labors  of  societies  of  learned  men  : And  we 
remember  to  have  once  heard  a gentleman  cornpli 
mented  with  the  title  of  walking  library.  But  Mr. 
Ashe,  presents  to  our  mind  the  more  novel,  as  well 
as  infinitely  more  interesting  specfacleoi atra veiling 
! university.  We  find  him-  not  ojfly  master  pf  all  the 
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arts,  bat  qualified  to  examine,  decide,  and  confer 
degrees,  in  every  department  of  science  ; a tactician 
and  metaphysician  ; an  astronomer  and  statesman  ; 
an  antiquarian,  and  a prophet;  a naturalist,  bota- 
nist, chemist,  mineralogist,  and  ornithologist ; an 
JjhD.  DD.  MD.  ASS.  and  Enquire.  In  the  com- 
pany ofsuch  a prodigy,  we  shall  not  fail  to  reap  in- 
struction and  amusement ; courage!  therefore,  rea 
der  ! and  let  us  humbly  crave  to  be  admitted  into 
the  suite  of  this  travelling  university'. 

Having  provided  himself  with  two  attendants  on- 
ly, Cuff  and  Mbideth,  to  assist  in  navigating  a huge 
unwieldy  boat,  along  the  devious  current  of  the 
Ohio  ; our  traveller  is  himself  obliged  to  take  the 
helm.  In  the  capacity  of  steersman,  then,  his  atten- 
tion is  too  much  occupied  with  the  dangers,  which 
at  every  moment  beset  him,  to  allow  a survey  of 
the  sublimities  of  the  surrounding  scenery.  Arriv- 
ed at  Wheeling*  however,  he  has  full  leisure  to  take 
a retrospective  view  of  the  various  beauties  of  this 
meandering  river  and  its  incumbent  banks.  To 
these  Mr.  Ashohas  done  ample  justice ; and  seems 
pleased  to  indulge  the  gratifying  anticipation  of  one 
day  seeing  the  whole  margin  of  “ let  belle  riviere” 
covered  with  villages  and  towns.  But  alas!  we  have 
scarcely  time  to  express  our  delight,  that  any  thing 
should  be  found  in  this  c urn  try,  to  deserve  the 
admiration  of  this  wonderful  Paneleogimos,*  ere 
we  are  called  upon  to  view  the  reverse  o.f  this  attrac- 
tive picture.  Death  lurks  in  a thousand  hideous 
shapes,  ready  to  seize  upon  every  rash  adventurer 
who  shall  dare  to  fix  his  residence  “ on  these  wa- 
ters.” The  river  itself  seems  to  be  subject  to  the 
influence  oi'  those  intermittent  fevers  which  lie  con- 
cealed in  every  wave ; for  at  one  time  it  w ill  be  “ suf 
ficient  to  carry  a first  rate  man  of  war,”  (does  the 
traveller  mean  himself  or  a skip  ? ) and  at  another, 
ft  barely  capable  of  floating  a canoe.”  The  lands 
pre  very  fertile,  particularly  those  which  the  con- 
gress have  infamously  wrested  from  the  hands  ot 
the  poor  harmless  Indians.  Mr.  A.  thinks  it  would 
be  a good  speculation  to  buy  up  all  these  lands  at 
two  dollars  an  acre.  But,  then,  what  man  of  com 
jmem  understanding  would  think  of  emigrating  to  a 
place,  where,  if  the  visitations  of  “ diarrhoea  and 
fever’”  should  fail  to  sweep  him  off,  his  crops  will 
nevertheless  be  “ visited  by  grubs,  flies,  and  clouds 
of  locusts,”  disadvantages  more  than  sufficient  to 
counterbalance  all  the  inducements  of  soil  and  cli 
mate.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  too,  that  “the 
spring  season  commences  at  the  breaking  up  of  the 
-;ce the  autumn  generally  commences  in  Octo- 

ber.” The  sun  is  generally  observed  to  rise  in  the 
east;  and  what  is  more  extraordinary,  the  moon 
sometimes  sets  considerably  to  the  south  of  west. 
Persons  who  may  feel  encouraged  to  follow  the  steps 
of  our  traveller,  will  meet  with  some  valuable  in 
formation  by  consulting  his  directions  ; without 
which,  indeed,  they  might  find  it  extremely  difficult 
to  accomplish  their  object.  “ The  first  thing  to  be 
attended  to  by  emigrants,  or  traders,  tvishing  to  de- 
scend the  river,  is  to  procure  a boat.”  And  if  they 
are  not  careful  to  provide  one  that  does  not  leak, 
the  probability  is,  their  goods,  if  they  have  any  on 
board,  would  get  damaged  by  the  water  ; or  if  the 
leak  was  great  they  might  run  the  risk  of  sinking. 

* The  reader  would  search  Johnson,  in  vain,  for 
the  signification  cf  this  word.  It  is  one  of  a new 
coinage.  The  English  language  containing  no  word 
capable  of  expressing  the  comprehensive  genius  of 
Mr.  Ashe,  we  were  per  force  obliged  to  some  other ; 
and  to  the  Greek  are  we  indebted  for  this  com- 
pound : Pan,  signifying  all,  and  ellogimos,  learned- 


To  attempt  a voyage  down  the  Ohio  (or  “ Oyc/’as 
the  Americans  call  it)  without  a boat,  would  not 
only  be  unpleasant  but  imminently  dangerous ; as 
the  best  swimmers  would  be  liable  to  be  entangled 
among  the  lops  of  trees — a height  to  which  the  river 
sometimes  rises — and  “ from  such  a dilemma,  no- 
thing but  presence  ofmind,and  great  exertion  can 
extricate  them.”  Another  important  piece  of  ad- 
vice, and  which  should  not  be  forgotten,  by  those 
inclined  to  visit  the  country  as  they  go  along,  is  ne- 
ver to  stop  at  an  inn  without  previously  ascertain- 
ing “ the  possession  or  absence  of  ears”  in  the  land- 
lord; which  is  at  least  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
sort  of  treatment  to  be  expected  from  him  ; many  of 
these  iascals  particularly  on  the  Virginia  side  “ hav- 
ing left  those  ornamental  appendages  nailed  to  cer^ 
tain  penitential  crosses  in  Pennsylvania,'  Mary- 
land, &.C.” 

In  the  course  of  his  voyage  our  philosopher 
meets  with  a spring  of  oil  “ rising  from  the  bottom 
of  the  river”  of  which  he  “skimmed  off  a gouid 
full,”  and  anxious  to  have  it  analized,  posted  away 
to  the  house  of  a doctor  for  that  purpose  ; but  the 
gentleman  “ had  but  just  turned  doctor,  and  had 
not  as  yet  given  his  time  to  such  things.”  Mr.  A. 
was  therefore  compelled  to  set  about  the  experiment 
himsejf,  and  actually  succeeded  in  causing  the  oil 
to  take  fare.  “ During  the  progressive  stages  of 
of  this  operation,,  I kept  the  noses  of  all  the  obliging 
family  occupied  over  the  fume”  From  their  testimo- 
ny, notwithstanding  “their  opinions’were  wide  and 
discordant”  owing  to  a difference  in  the  conforma-, 
tion  of  the  olfactory  nerves,  he  was  enabled  to 
draw  this  important  conclusion  from  his  analysis, 
that  the  oil  was  “ impregnated  with  a vegetable  arc * 
matic  smelly 

Wheeling  is  a delightfully  situated  town,  which 
“ would  have  rivalled  Pittsburg  long  since”  had  it 
not  been  unfortunately  placed  in  Virginia,  a state 
whose  inhabitants  are  too  much  addicted  to  drunk- 
enness, horseracing,  cockfighting,  gambling,  and 
plundering  the  Indians,  to  attend  to  commercial 
dealings,  or  industrious  pursuits.  This  part  of  the 
state,  especially,  seems  to  have  been  to  the  United 
States,  what  the  Botany  bay  colony  was  to  Eng- 
land, the  asylum  of  thieves  and  swindlers,  and  out- 
lawed vagabonds  of  every  description.  Here  “ they 
formed  a species  of  nefarious  republic,  where  equali- 
ty of  crime  constituted  a social  band.”  A better  sot  t 
of.people  occasionally  settled  among,  them  and  from 
an  amalgamation  of  these  materials,  “ the  society  is 
now  formed.”  During  the  short  time  that  Mr.  A. 
remained  at  Wheeling,  he  had  various  opportuni- 
ties of  witnessing  the  vicious  propensities  of  the  ge- 
nuine American  character,  and  of  confirming  by 
indubitable  evidences,  the  correctness  of  his  general 
assertions.  The  price  of  a saddle  was  offered  to  be 
run  for,  and  in  aninstant,  as  if  by  magic,  the  town, 
became  a desert;  the  stores  and  warehouses  were 
shut,  “ blacksmiths,  shipwrights,  all  left  work” 
and  six  poor  devils  were  started  for  the  saddle.” 
The  race  was  disputed  ; but  as  every  spectator  had 
something  depending  on  the  issue,  no  proper  um- 
pires could  be  found  to  decide,  and  “ a general  bat- 
tle ensued.”  This  continued  sometime  when  two 
individuals — a David,  and  Goliah  ! like  Paris  and 
Atrides  of  old,  stepped  forth,  from  the  contending 
powers,  and  offered  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  day, 
bv  single  combat.  A Virginian  one,  the  other,  an 
adopted  -son  <jf  "Kentucky.  Ajax,  and  Agamem- 
non, Cribb  and  Mo-evneaux  would  have  shrunk 
with  conscious  inferiority  before  these  intrepid  com- 
batants ; and  we  venture  to  say  that  “ his  royal 
highness”  and  the  nobles  of  his  kingdom  would 
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have  confessed,  had  they  seen  the  battle,  tnat  then 
“ sporting  annals”  contained  no  parallel. 

“ Bulk  and  bone  were  in  favor  of  the  Kentuckyr.n ; science  and 
craft  in  that  of  the  Virginian.  Very  few  rounds  had  taken  place, 
vi-  fatal  blows  given,  before  the  Virginian  contracted  lus>  "bole 
h>rm,  drew  up  his  arms  to  his  face,  with  Ins  hands  nearly  closed 
in  a concave , by  the  fingers  being  bent  to  the  lull  extension  oi  the 
flexors,  and  summoning  up  all  his  energy  for  one  act  ot  despera- 
tion. pitched,  himself  into  the  bosom  of  his  opponent.  Betorethe 
effects  of  this  eotdd  be  ascertained,  the-fA-y  a- as  rent  by  the  snouts 
of  the  multitude ; and  I could  learn,  that  the  Virginian  had  express- 
ed as  much  beauty  and  skill  in  his  retraction  and  bound,  as  n he 
had  been  bred  in  a menagerie  [or  the  royal  boxmg  academy  ot 
London]  and  practised  action  and  attitude  among  panthers  and 
wolves.  The  shock  received  by  the  Kentuckyau,  and  the  -want  uj 
breath,  brought  him  instantly  to  the  ground,  l'he  Virginian  never 
lost  his  hold;  like  tliosebats  of  the  south  who  never  quit  the  sub- 
ject on  which  they  fasten,  till  they  taste  blood,  ha  kept  Ins  lames  in 
*his  enemy’s  body ; fixing  his  claws  in  his  hair,  and  his  thumbs  in 
his  eyes,  gave  them  an  instantaneous  start  from  their  sockets . 1 he 

sufferer  roared  aloud,  but  uttered  no  complaint.  The  citizens^ again 
shunted  with  jog.  Doubts  were  no  longer  entertained ; and  bets 
of  three  to  one  were  .offered  on  the  Virginian.  The  Kentuckyan 
not  being  able  to  disentangle  his  adversary  from  his  face,  adopted 
a new  mode  of  warfare;  and  in  imitation  of  the  serpent  which 
crushes  such  creatures  to  death  as  it  proposes  for  its  food,  lie  extended 
Jus  arms  round  the  Virginian,  and  hugged  him  into  closer  contact 
with  his  huge  body.  The  latter  disliking  this,  cast  loose  the  hair 
and  convex  eyes  of  his  adversary,  when  both  folded  together  like 
hears  in  an  embrace,  rolled  several  turns  over  each  other,  ihe 
acclamations  increased,  [the  sky  which  was  before  only  rent,  was 
now  burst  in  twain']  and  bets  ran  high  that  the  Kentu  ckyan  “ would 
give  out,”  that  is,  after  being  mutilated  and  deprived  of  Ids  eyes, 
ears  and  nose,  he  would  cry  out  for  mercy  and  aid.  1 he  public 
were  not  precisely  right.  Some  dtemon  interposed  for  the  biggest 
monster ,*  begot  his  enemy  under  him,  and  in  an  instant  snapt  off 


_ lip  _ ... 

at  length  gave  our,  oil  which  the  people  carried  off  the.  victor,  and 
he  preferring  a triumph  to  a doctor  who  came  to  cicatrize  his  face, 
suffered  himself  to  be  chaired  round  the  ground  as  the  champion 
of  the  times,  and  the  first  rougher,  and  tumbler.  The  poor  wretch, 
whose  eyes  were  started  from  their  spheres,  and  whose  lip  refused 
its  office,  returned  to  the  town  to  lade  his  impotence,  and  get  his 
countenance  repaired? 

The  clay’s  sports  ended  in  a ball  at  the  principal 
inn  where  our  traveller  lodged  ; to  a participation 
In  the  pleasures  of  which,  he  was  politely  told  by 
his  landlord,  (whose  head  was  luckily  provided  with 
its  ornamental  appendages — ears)  that  his  “ quality 
of  stranger,  and  a gentleman”  would  gain  him  free 
admission.  Profiling  by  this  invitation,  he  entered 
the  ball-room.  Here  new  scenes,  such  as  are 
never  exhibited  at  “ Carlton  house,”  met  his  asto 
nished  view.  Would  that  Hogarth  had  lived  to  see 
that  room  ! one  corner  was  occupied  by  a portion 
of  the  assembly,  engaged  in  the  fascinating  games 
of  all  fours,  three-up  and  cribbage  ; in  another, 
stood  a table  of  refieshments,  whiskey  and  biscuit, 
surrounded  by  a crowd  of  drinkers  and  smoakers; 
a group  of  noisy  politicians  held  possession  of  the 
this  d ; and  in  the  fourth,  was  stationed  the  music 
which  “ consisted  of  two  bangf.es  played  by  negroes 
nearly  in  a state  of  nudity,  and  a lule  through 
which  a Chickesaw  breathed”  delightful  harmony. 
The  middle  of  the  floor  was,  of  course,  claimed  by 
the  dancers  ; where  many  a blushing  Hebe  tripped 
it  merrily  along  “ on  light  fantastic  toe.”  Though 
the  music  was  sometimes  drowned,  by  the  more 
powerful  sounds  which  issued  from  the  other  cor- 
nel's of  the  room,  yet  still  the  ladies  did  justice  to 
the  far  turned  character  of  the  “ Virginia  .jigg”  and 
the  ball  would,  perhaps,  have  end'ed  as  other  balls 
end  “ had  not  an  unluckv  wight  of  a drunken  po- 
litician seized  his  friend  bv  the  throat,  and  threat- 
ened to  annihilate  him,  if  he’did  not  drink  damna 
tion  to  Thomas  Jefferson.”  This,  like  an 
electric  shock,  produced  a general  uproar : chairs, 
tables,  bowls,  and  bottles  flew  about  in  thick  suc- 
cession ; the  ladies  retired,  and  the  frighted  travel- 
ler fled  for  succor  and  protection  to  “ mine  host,” 
from  whom  he  had  the  consolation  to  learn  that 
this  was  only  a row,  the  natural  and  necessary 
finale  of  all  tails. 

Having  seen  quite  enough  of  the  ferocious  manners 


of  the  place,  he  (i hurried  out  of  Wheeling  with  a 
precipitation  which  precluded  all  further  inquiries’* 
and  proceeded  towards  Marietta.  Pursuing  his 
usual  custom  of  going  on  shove,  whenever  a pro- 
per landing  place  offered,  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  fall  in  with  a settlement  of  Irish  emigrants— a 
fruitful  subject  for  the  versatile  talents  of  our  travel- 
ler. The  history  of  this  little  settlement  is  affect- 
ing in  the  extreme  ; and  produces  a train  of  rea- 
soning which  leads  to  some  important  political  con- 
clusions— the  principal  of  which  is,  that  the  Irish 
are  too  partial  to  “ their  own”  government,  ever  to 
alienate  their  political  rights,  that  there  is  hardly 
one  Irish  subject  who  has  become  an  American  citi- 
zen, or  who  gives  to  that  title  “any  manner  of  con- 
sideration or  respectful  consequence.”  We  have 
heard  much  of  the  poor,  oppressed,  degraded  Erin  ; 
and  we  have  been  silly  enough  to  credit  many  of  the 
stories  told  us  by  M‘Neven,  Emmett,  Sampson, 
and  others,  of  their  sufferings — but  the  decisive  tes- 
timony of  Mr.  A.  has  disabused  us  : and  we  cannot 
help  feeling  a strong  resentment  against  the  honor- 
able the  circuit  court  of  New  York,  for  admitting 
Mr.  Sampson  to  the  sacred  privileges  of  citizenship, 
when  they  must  have  known,  had  they  read  Mr. 
A’s  travels,  (which  they  ought  to  have  done,)  that 
an  Irishman  never  casts  off  his  allegiance  to  the 
“ defender  of  the  faith”  whatever  oath  he  inaytake 
to  the  contrary. 

At  Marietta,  our  traveller  discovers  a wonderful 
talent  in  his  man  Cuff,  of  imitating  the  language  of 
wild  beasts,  so  excellently  well  as  to  deceive  the  ve- 
ry beasts  themselves.  Mr.  A.  profits  by  this  extra- 
ordinary talent  in  Cuff,  and  orders  him  to  “ crow 
every  morning  like  a cock,  to  rouse  up  all  hands.” 
There  is  a church  at  Marietta,  remaikable  as 
being  “ the  only  one  between  this  and  Pittsbutg.-* 
This  seems  to  have  had  a happy  influence  on  the 
habits  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  as  they  are 
quite  “ orderly  and  quiet.”  It  operates,  however, 
as  a scare-crow  to  the  Virginians,  who  certainly  feel 
as  natural  an  aversion  to  every  thing  -like  moral  re- 
straint, as  a mad  dog  does  to  water,  or  an  English- 
man to  a bull  frog ; and  therefore  seldom  visit  the 
town  or  remain  a moment  longer  in  it  than  their  bu- 
siness necessarily  demands.  Mr.  At  was  astonish- 
ed to  find  American  officers  of  the  highest  grade, 
mixing  without  distinction,  among  the  common 
mechanics — this  is  a shameful  republican  custom, 
and  ought  to  be  abolished;  it  leads  a stranger, 
sometimes,  into  unpleasant  mistakes — for  instance, 
jour  traveller  was  just  going  to  lay  his  cane  across 
the  shoulders  of  a fellow  who  had  not  caulked  his 
\bout  according  to  promise,  when  he  heard  him  sa- 
j luted  with  “•  ah  ! general  how  do  you  at  another 
time  he  was  very  near  abusing  a baker  about  the 
price  of  his  bread,  when  ,ca  person  entered  oppor  - 
tunely to  say,  “ colonel,  I want  a loaf  of  breath*” — 
In  the  same  manner  was  he  luckily  prevented  from 
uttering  some  harsh  expressions  against  a butcher 
for  his  “ sorry  dirty  looking  meat”  by  hearing  him 
accosted  with  “your  honor”  • from  which  he  un- 
derstood that  “he  was  a judge  ” Now  if  these 
American  officers  and  judges  will  make  themselves 
so  cheap,  they  should,  at  least,  take  care  to  keen 
good  bread  and  clean  meat,  that  strangers  may  have 
r.o  cause  to  quarrel  with  them  ; or  if  the]'  will  act 
like  other  people,  3<-t  them  always  hang  out  a sign 
jbv  which  a “ traveller”  shall  know  them  to  bet  cur  - 
! Hors ; such  as  “ Bunkers  hill”  the  “ battle  of  the 
j Cowpens”  and  so  forth  : this  might  often  save  them 
from  a stranger's  rattan. 

1 In  the.  neighborhood  oi  Marietta,  Mr,  A has  a 
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has  a terrible  encounter  with  a rattlesnake,  but  with 
the  assistance  of  Cuff  is  finally  victorious,  and  leaves 
“ the  creature  with  unfolded  involutions,  examinate 
round  the  root  of  a tree.”  He  also  kills  a wild  tur- 
key of  “ thirty  pounds”  weight,  which  affords  him 
an  excellent  opportunity  of  learning  the  natural 
history  of  that  bird.  After  this,  he  is  so  fortunate 
as  to  find  a curious  collection  of  Indian  antiquities, 
from  which  an  invincible  argument  is  drawn  in  fa- 
vour of  the  count  de  Button's  opinion  respecting 
the  degeneracy  of  the  present  race  of  Americans. — 
In  the  company  of  an  Englishman,  a Dutchman  and 
an  Irishman,  our  traveller  makes  an  excursion -to 
Zanesville  ; in  the  course  of  which  he  gets  a glimpse 
of  the  philosopher's  stone , that  is,  he  finds  an  immense 
number  of  “ globes  of  gold  weighing  about  twenty 
pounds”  each.  This  event  very  naturally  causes  a 
“ great  and  exuberant  joy”  to  the  whole  party  ; and 
each  individual  determines  at  once  what  to  do 
with  his  share  of  the  treasure.  The  result  of  all  j 
this  is  that  not  a man  is  inclined  to  remain  in  this 
infamous  country.  The  Englishman  resolves  to 
feturn  home  immediately,  being  certain  from  expe- 
rience, there  is  no  country  like  old  England ; and 
the  Irishman  swears  “ damnation  to  the  day  longer 
he’ll  stay  in  America.”  But  alas  ! and  alack  ! the 
gold  turned  out,  upon  analysis  to  be  all  smoke  ! and 
the  poor  emigrants  were  obliged  to  content  them- 
selves a little  longer  in  this  detestable  country. 

(to  be  continued) 


Military  Appointments. 

The  appointments  lately  made  by  the  president 
and  senate  of  the  United  States  for  the  additional 
army,  are  calculated  to  afford  great  pleasure  to  the 
sincere  American.  It  appears  that  no  ra'an  has 
been  called  upon  to  subscribe  his  belief  in  the 
“ thirty  nine  articles”  of  any  political  faith  ; for 
many  of  the  highest  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  govern 
ment  have  been  beatowed  on  gentlemen  denomi- 
nated “ federalists,”  under  the  assuranc€  that  “ they 
are  honest — that  they  are  capable— that  they  are 

TA1THFUL  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION.” 

Whatever  diversity  of  sentiment  may  exist  ante- 
rior to  the  passage  of  a law',  it  is  the  duty  of  a good 
citizen  to  support  the  law,  after  it  has  passed.  By 
so  doing,  he  does  not  resign  his  individual  opinion, 
but  merely  refuses  to  place  it  in  opposition  to  the 
will  of  the  majority,  which  in  all  cases  must  and 
ought  to  govern.  The  true  man  will,  with  all  his 
ph  y si  cal  strength,  uphold  the  law  ; though  he  may 
disapprove  of  it ; and  legally  exei  cise  his  constitu- 
tional rights  to  have  it  repealed.  This  is  the  very 
essense  of  a republican  government — and  without 
it  the  state  of  society  must  be  disorganized  and  un- 
happy. 

\V~e  are  led  to  these  remarks  on  seeing  an  adver- 
tisement in  one  of  the  papers  published  in  this  city, 
signed  “ William,  //-  Winder,  lieutenant  colonel , U. 
States  army.”  This  gentleman  was  a candidate  to 
represent  the  city  and  county  of  Baltimore  in  the 
eleventh  congress,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  HP  Kim, 
the  present  member.  Though  all  persons  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  Mr.  Winder 
gave  the  most  honorable  testimony  of  his  moral 
integrity — though  hi*  firmness  of  mind  and  amenity  j 
of  manners  were  universally  admitted — yet  at  the! 
eletion  of  1SCS  he  did  not  receive  1900  votes  out  of 
nearly  9000,  given  on  that  occasion.  But  a matter 
of  opinion  was  involved  in  this  contest,  “ Embar- 
go,” or  “ no  embargo”  was- the  question  before  our 
citizens,  and  Mr.  Winder  was  understood  to  be  on 
the  side  of  the  latter  proposition. 


| No  sooner,  however,  was  it  known  to  the  peo* 
j pie  of  the  said  city  and  county  of  Baltimore  that 
{ this  very  gentleman  had  applied  for  an  office  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States — a situation  in  which  a 
plain  question  of  principle  would  be  involved,  than 
all  men  wished  him  to  succeed,  even  to  a command 
of  a higher  grade  than  that  he  possesses  ; and  his 
appointment  has  met  the  unanimous  approbation. 

The  feelings  of  the  people  in  regard  to  this  honor- 
able gentleman  powerfully  impresses  on  our  mind 
the  remarkable  saying  of  President  Jefferson — that 
4 a difference  of  opinion  is  not  a difference  of  prin- 
ciple.” Mr.  Winder,  doubtless,  retains  all  his  opi- 
nions— he  is  as  much  a “federalist”  as  ever  he  was 
— it  was  no4  expected  that  he  would  abandon  his  po- 
litical axidms — but  a question  of  principle  was  at 
stake  ; his  country  was  about  to  be  put  in  array 
against  & foreign  government  ; he  proffered  his  ser- 
vices, and  all  agree  that  they  will  be  useful  to  the 
I United  States  and  honorable  to  himself  and  his 
friends.  Thus,  in  the  weightier  matters  of  the  re- 
public, let  political  animosities  forever  be  buried ! 
in  the  seasons  of  peace,  when  we  have  nothing  else 
to  do,  party  contentions  may  be  necessary  to  keep 
up  the  public  stamina,  and  secure  the  government 
from  corruption — but  when  the  question  shall  be 
fairly  put — -for,  or  against,  our  country — the  honest 
man  will  not  hesitate  on  his  course. 

Though  the  American  people,  notwithstanding 
their  diversity  of  opinions  are  more  firmly  connected 
and  cemented  together  than  any  nation  in  the  world, 
and  so  they  needs  must  be  when  they  look  at  the 
state  of  their  own  country  and.  compare  it  with  that 
of  any  other — yet  a portion  of  the  old  leaven  re- 
mains, creating  an  influence  in  decided  opposition 
to  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  United  States. 
This  might  have  been  naturally  expected  from  the 
permission  given  to  the  royalists  to  return  after  the 
war ; and  the  great  and  steady  intercourse  that  has 
subsisted  between  us  and  the  “ king’s  country”  ever 
since.  The  first  was  a grievous  error  ; but  it  was 
an  error  on  the  side  of  mercy,  and  must  be  forgiv- 
en. The  effect  arising  from  the  latter  was  not  so 
easy  to  be  avoided,  as  it  is  natural  to  feel  some  par 
tiality  for  those  by  whose  fabrications  we  obtain  our 
usual  means  of  subsistence.  These  two  co-operat- 
ing causes  gave  instant  body  and  substance  to  a pow 
erf'u  1 party,  that  wormed  itself  into  the  very  bowels 
of  the  people,  and  perverted  or  obstructed  their  he 
nestdesigns.  Jn  a government  constituted  like  that 
of  the  United  States — a country  where  access  to 
knowledge  is  so  easy,  and  every  man  is  constitu 
tionally  encouraged  to  examine  the  measures  of  go 
vernment,  a great  diversity  of  sentiment  must  he 
expected.  The  foreign  party,  too  small  and  insig- 
nificant of  itseif  to  do  any  thing,  would,  of  course, 
fall  in  the  ranks  of  some  other;  which  other,  tho* 
honest  in  its  principles,  must,  of  necessity,  partake 
of  the  general  censure  cast  upon  its  .associates  for 
their  wicked  tenets  and  injurious  proceedings. — 
Hence  arises  the  false  impression  that  is  enter- 
tained by  the  Brkish  ministry  of  the  strength  of 
their  “friends  in  America,”  and  the  cause  of  that 
constant  outcry  in  theUnited  States  of  the  intrigues 
of  an  interest  hostile  to  their  independence.  We 
think  every  liberal  man  will  subscribe  to  the  truth  of 
these  pi  opositsons. 

j Such  being  the  state  of  the  case,  the  arduous 
j times  that  arc  coming  will  not  be  without  tbeir  ad- 
vantages. If  there  are  some  that  prefer  the  trap- 
pings and  vices  of  royalty,  to  the  plain  fair  and 
stricter  morality  of  the  republican  system — if  any 
who  breathe  the  free  air  of  the  United  States,  and 
i partake  of  the  inestimable  blessings  secured  by  the 
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The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  April  18,  1812. 

In  the  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  of  this  city 
to  congress,  praying  a modification  or  suspension 
of  the  non-intercourse  law,  it  is  stated  that  the 
amount  of  money  due  the  citizens  of  the  United. 
States,  from  Great  Britain,  exceeds  100  millions 
of  dollars.  Exchange  on  London,  at  60  days,  is 
quoted  in  the  Philadelphia  papers,  as  being  at  twen- 
ty-two and  an  half  per  cent,  discount!  The  mighty 
aggregate  has  been  chiefly  formed  by  the  great  ship- 
ments to  Spain  and  Portugal ; where  the  British 
gather  up  and  send  home  the  chief part  of  the  specie, 
and  make  payments  in  paper. 

A late  Liverpool  pnces  current  says  63  $ per  bHL 
has  been  offered  for  American  flour,  but  it  is  held  at 
be  reached  by  the  tangs  of  the! 35  jos  jn  London  it  would  command  65  to  70.* 
“ Defender  of  the  Faith”  The  case  alas  ! is  not  and  will  be  higher.  70  shillings  used  to  le  equal  to 
singular.  By  official  returns  now  lodged  in  the 
department  of  state,  we  know  of  6257  American  ci- 
tizens in  the  same  predicament,  many  of  whom  are 


confederation,  would,  from  early  habits  or  a vitiated 
education,  prefer  a king— or,  for  self-aggrandize- 
ment desire  a severation  of  the  union— a brush  of 
war  like  the  pruning  knife  in  the  hands  of  the 
husbandman,  will  divest  us  of  them— and  the  na- 
tional  tree,  luxuriant  in  resources,  withallits  juices 
legitimately  held  and  appropriated  to  their  proper 
objects,  shall  flourish  with  renewed  vigor,  and  be, 
indeed,  the  ever- green-pride  of  the  world— while  its 
glorious  fruits  of  “ peace,  liberty  and  safety,” 
be  “ for  the  healing  of  the  nations 

Impressed  Seamen. 

In  the  proceedings  of  congress  will  be  found  an 
affecting  appeal  to  the  justice  ot  their  country  by  the 
father  and  mother  of  an  unfortunate  youth  whose 
lot  it  has  been  to 


looked  upon  as  dead  and  forgotten  by  their  former 
neighbors  and  friends,  so  long  have  they  been  de 
tained  in  slavery — but  what  the  number  really  is  can 
only  be  presumed.  From  repeated  enquiries,  made' 
for  many  years  past,  of  persons  whose  fate  it  was  to 
^isit,  or  sutler  a temporary  confinement,  on  board 
of  British  vessels  of  war,  we  feel  justified  in  making 
this  bold  and  general  assertion,  that  there  is  not  a 
single  British  government  ship,  be  her  station  at 
Halifax  or  in  Botany  Bay,  within  the  Baltic,  or 
doubling  Cape  Horn,  that  is  destitute  of  impressed 
American  seamen.  The  practice  has  no  parallel, 
either  for  atrocity  or  extent,  in  any  thing  of  modern 
times,  but  the  business  of  negro-stealing  on  the 
coasts  of  unfortunate  Africa.. 

Alter  six  or  seven  years  servitude,  the  escape  ef 
certain  American  seamen  is  connived  at,  provided 
the  captain  of  the  vessel  is.  so  Stationed  that  he  can 
supply  the  place  with  fresh  hands— -and  a little  man- 
agement between  the  captain  and  the  purser  puts 
the  whole  wages  into  their  own  pockets;  for  glad 
is  the  unfortunate  to  make  his  escape  on  any  terms. 
Several  well  attested  cases  of  this  kind  have  come 
to  our  knowledge;  and  only  three  or  four  weeks 
ago  we  saw  and  conversed  with  a native  of  the 
neighborhood  of  this  city,  who  had  been  “ in  the 
service”  about  seven  years — he  regained  his  liberty 
destitute  of  every  thing  but  the  elolhes  he  had  on 
his  back.  While  on  board  a ship  of  war  in  the 
Bio  del  Plata , he  discovered  a long  lost  brother  in 
'the  same  situation  ! 

A few  minutes  have  only  past  since  I heard  of  the 
return  of  a school  fellow  who  was  impressed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war — he  has  lost  both 
his  hands  in  the  servitude — he  was  turned  adrift  in 
England  as  useless,  and  depended  chiefly  on  chari 
tt  lor  a mouthful  bread  ! 

How  many  uncounted  case?  of  this  kind  arc  there  ? 
What  a mournful  list  ofjuvenile  friends  long  forgot- 
ten or  regarded  as  dead,  would  present  themselves 
mangled  and  woWi  out  with  hardships,  if  Britain 


were  to  dismantle  her  navy?  Busy  memory  brings 
to  recollection  many  such,  of  whose  fate  nothing 
has  been  heard  for  years.  We  have  not  room  forjatrest,  is  daily  look e<l  for. 


$15  54 — but  the  dollar  now  is,  by  law , 5s.  6d v The 
stock  of  flour  [American]  on  hand  at  Lisbon  Feb. 

I,  was  141,396  bbls.  besides  large  quantities  of  wheat, 
barley,  corn  and  rye.  The  consumption  for  the 
month  of  January  is  given  at  24,324  bbls.  with  a pro- 
portionate quantity  of  grain.  It  is  a moral  certain- 
ty, that  without  supplies  from  the  United  States  the 
allied  armies  in  Spain  and  Portugal  must  be  disban- 
ded— but  there  is  no  appearance  of  a scarcity  at  pre- 
sent. During  the  quarter  ending  the  31st  March 
ult.  there  were  inspected  in  Baltimore  163, 00U  bbls 
wheat  flour. 

General  Wilkinson  is  immediately  to  resume  his 
conynand  on  the  Lower  Mississippi.  He  haslately 
visited  the  place  of  his  nativity,  Calvert  county,  in. 
this  state. 

Recruiting  for  the  new  army  goes  on  with  asto- 
nishing success  and  activity.  It  is  a new  business, 
and, as  yet.thenecessary  arrangements  are,  and  must 
be,  very  imperfect.  But  by  returns  made  to  the 
war  office  it  appears  that  three  thousand  men  were 
enlisted  in  one  week.  The  returns  for  the  next 
succeeding  w-ek  will  givedoublethe  number. We  can 
now  readilv  believe,  if  the  necessary  clothing,  &c. 
is  provided,  that  15,000  will  be  ready  for  the  field  by 
the^/iVsf  of  May , as  we  arc  told  the  secretar}’  at  war 
has  stated  there  would  be. 

The  several  companies  of  rangers,  authorised  to 
be  raised  by  a Fate  act  of  congress  for  the  protection 
of  our  north-western  frontier  against  the  Indians, 
me  already  in  active  service;  and  are  spoken  of  as 
the  finest  bodies  of  hardy  woodmen  that  ever  took 
the  field.  We  fear  there  will  be  too  much  use  for 
them. 

An  article  in  a Vermont  paper  says,  that  a few 
da' s previous  to  his  disclosures  at  Washington, 
John  Henry  was  appointed  bv  the  governor- genera! 
of  Canada,  high  sheriff  for  the  district  of  Quebec , 
an  office  worth  $ 10.000 per  annum. 

We  have  no  certain  intelligence,  though  rumors 
pro  and  con  of  a treaty  being  concluded  with  France, 
arc  very  numerous.  Some,  sav  positively  that  every 
point  in  dispute  is  satisfactorily  settled— yet  the 
r reneh  burn  and  sink  many  vessels  ; — while  others 
declare  that  nothing  has  been  or  willbe  done.  The- 
nival  of  the  Hornet , which  will  place  conjecture 


more  at  present,  but  to  express  this  solemn  and  re- 
verential malediction,  and  say — Accursed  be  the  Ame- 
rican government T and  every  individual  of  it < who  by 
the  omission  or  commission  of  any  thing, 


makepeace  with  Great Britain , until  amplb  provision  posited  in  the  fie  proof  offices  about  the  1st 


The  scat  of  government  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania was  removed  to  Harrisburg  a few  days  ago. 
forty  waggons  were  laden  with  the  public  papers 
and  records  of  the  states  all  which  were  safety  de- 


shall  be  made,  for  our  impressed  seamen,  ana  security  J 
shall  be  given  for  the  prevention  of  such  abominable  i 
outtxiges  in  future. 


1 our  biood  hounds,  being 
tacked,  and  dr»-adfullv  mart 
death,  near  P&Kauelp&i*. 


unconfined,  lately  at- 


;;ed 


almost  to 
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As  we  sha]l,  before  many  days,  most  probably 
have  certain  olFicial  statements  relative  to  the  late 
transactions  iri  Florida , we  refrain  from  giving 
place  to  the  various  articles  respecting  that  country 
which  appear  in  the  papers. 

An  American  frigate  and  her  crew. — The  United 
States  is  commanded  by  commodore  Decatur,  who 
is  but  thirty  three  years  of  age,  and  has  a crew, 
which  he  has  been  about  two  years  in  training,  eve- 
ry man  of  which  (excepting  an  older  seaman  who 
saved  his  life  at  Tripoli)  is  younger  than  himself, 
and  native  American  citizens,  and  one  third  ol 
which  have  been  from  two  to  six  years  on  board  ol 
British  men  of  war.  Such  a vessel  will  not  dis- 
grace her-flag.  Col. 

A fine  steer  was  lately  killed  for  the  Philadelphia 
market,  bred  in  Chenango  county.  New- York,  the 
offspring  of  a deer  and  a cow. 

The  most  beautiful  yellow  paint  that  is  known, 
called  Chromic  yellow , is  now  manufactured  from 
an  abundant  native  material,  in  ample  quantities,  by 
Clinton  and  Jarvis , New- York. 

We  would  advise  the  lord  Sheffield's,  “at  home 
and  abroad,”  to  examine  a late  map  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  then  read  the  following. 

Wilkesbarre,  (Penn.)  April  3. 

The  Launch  ! — We  are  authorised  to  state  that  on 
Friday,  the  10th  day  of  April,  at  2 o’clock  p.  m. 
will  be  launched  from  the  shipyard  at  this  port,  the 
vessel  now  on  the  stocks.  A sight  every  where  so 
interesting,  and  here  so  novel,  we  have  no  doubt 
will  attract  a large  concourse  of  people. 

The  French  army  of  the  north,  to  control  or  at- 
tack, the  emperor  of  Russia,  is  divided  into  four 
grand  detachments  of  50,000  men  each,  commanded 
by  Massena,  Davoust,  Oudinot  and  Berthier. 

From  La  Plata  we  learn  that  the  Buenos  Ayrem* 
general  attacked  and  defeated  a party  of  the  Portu- 
guese troops  that  had  marched  from  Brazil  for  the 
relief  of  Montevideo , as  they  were  crossing  the 
country.  In  consequence  of  which  a renewal  of 
hostilities  between  Buonos  Ayres  and  Monte  Video 
was  expected. 

In  consequence  of  the  present  [anticipated]  em- 
hargo,  26,000  barrels  of  flour  were  shipped  from 
Philadelphia  in  the  fouy  first  days  of  this  month — 
30,000  from  Alexandria,  and,  as  noticed  in  our  last, 
32,800  from  Baltimore — from  the  three  ports  nearly 
00,000  barrels. 

A letter  from  Paris  to  a gentlemen  in  Philadelphia 
says — “ Paris  is  now  supplied  with  water  from 
fountains,  which  are  not  locked  up  as  yours  at  Phi- 
ladelphia ; this  blessing  alone  to  the  city  of  Paris 
repays  half  the  disasters  of  tiie  revolution.” 


New-York,  M t r ch  3 1 . 

Captain  Noble,  of  the  ship  Herald  from  Ports 
mouth,  Eng.  has  communicated  to  us  the  following 
intelligence  : 

“ The  privateer  schooner  Speedwell,  captain  Ha- 
milton, sailed  from  Guernsey  the  latter  end  of  Fe- 
bruary for  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  to  cruise  for  Ameri- 
cans. The  first  night  after  sailing,  a black  man,  an 
American,  one  of  the  crew,  went  into  the  main  hold 
and  set  the  vessel  on  fire  near  the  bulk  head  of  the 
liquor  room,  which  was  not  discovered  until  she  was 
on  fire  below,  Avhen  a man  was  ordered  down  to 
examine  the  cause,.  The  moment  he  got  into  the 
hold,  the  black  man  attacked  and  wounded  him 
severely;  upon  which  he  retreated  on  deck.  The 
black  man  was  armed  with  a large  knife,  a cutlass 
and  axe.  The  first  lieutenant  then  went  down, 
but  soon  returned  severely  wounded  ; as  did  three 
others  after  him.  Finding  the  fire  gain  fast,  and 
near  the  liquor  and  magazine,  they  cut  scuttles  in 
the  deck,  and  threw  their  powder  and  liquors  over- 
board. The  black  man  was  then  discovered  trying 
to  scuttle  the  schooner;  when  the  captain  jumped 
down  and  fired  at  him,  but  without  effect.  The 
black  man  retreated  under  the  fore-castle  deck,  and 
began  again  to  cut  a hole  in  her  bottom.  By  this 
time  the  crew  had  extinguished  the  flames,  and  fired 
several  shot  at  the  black  man,  seven  of  which  en- 
tered his  body — At  ever  y wound  he  would  say,  “No 
' dead  yet,”  and  continued  cutting.  They  were  oblig- 
ed ac  last  to  scuttle  the  forecastle  deck  when  they 
fired  at  and  killed  him,  after  he  had  wounded  seven-, 
men  and  done  so  much  damage  as  to  oblige  the  pri- 
vateer to  return  to  Guernsey-Roads,  where  she  ar- 
rived on  the  first  of  March,  her  crew  underwent  a 
trial  and  she  was  again  fitted  out  for  a cruise.  At 
Guernsey  they  were  fitting  out  as  privateers,  two 
brigs,  two  schooners,  two  luggers  and  several  cut-' 
,.rs,  for  the  bay  of  Biscay. 


LITERARY  NOTICE. 

We  have  been  politely  favored  with  a pamphlet 
which  has  just  been  published  in  New- York,  enti- 
tled “ Trial  of  capt.  Henry  Whitby  for  the  mur- 
der of  John  Pierce,  with  his  dying. declarations— 
also  the  trial  of  capt.  George  Crimp,  for  piracy  and 
manstealing.  By  an  eminent  reporter.” 

Though  this  little  pamphlet  is  anonymous,  it  will 
be  easily  recognised  as  the  production  of  a barrister 
of  eminent  genius,  whose  pen  has  been  more  than 
once  employed  for  the  amusement  of  the  American 
public.  It  abounds  with  wit;  and  in  the  guise  of 
facetious  fiction  represents  some  important  trans- 
actions in  their  true  colours. 

If  we  have  room,  in  our  next  number,  we  shall 
treat  our  readers  with  a few  extracts. 


If  congress  intend  to  continue  their  session  until 
the  embargoes  removed,  i.  e.  for  90  days — one  good 
thing  will  result  from  from  the  present  proceedings, 
which  is,  that  the  people  will  not  have  many  mem- 
bers to  pay.  If  they  go  on  giving  leave  of  absence, 
as  they  have  done  lately,  the  house  will  often  be 
without  a quorum. 

The  official  accounts  of  the  seizure  of  Swedish 
Pomerania  are  received  According  to  the  represen- 
tation of  the  Swedish  officer,  and  we  put  full  faith 
in  his  statement,  the  act  was  a flagrant  violation  of 
every  law  that  binds  a nation  to  the  observance  of  an 
honest  faith — a counterpart  of  the  affairs  of  Portu- 
gal and  Copenhagen,  except  that  no  lives  were  lost 
from  the  non  res  stance  of  the  Swedes,  on  account 
of  tkei.r  inability  to  effect  any  possible  good. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  * 
Thursday,  April  1 6. — The  protest  of  the  captain 
of  the  American  brig  Comet,  captured  by  the 
French,  with  some  accompanying  papers  were  laid 
before  the  house,  which  were  finally  referred  to  the 
secretary  of  state.  Nothing  else  done. 


t?"  CORRECTION — Since  the  side  of  this 
sheet  containing  the  119th  page  was  printed,  I have 
some  reason  to  believethat  the  fact  stated  in  the 
third  paragraph  of  the  article  headed  “ Impressed 
seamen”  is  not  exactly  true  in  all  its  parts,  though 
many  cases  the  nature  mu  t occur  : the  reader  will 
please  to  consider  that  paragraph  as  expunged. 
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live  olbn  rkeminisse  juvabit. — Virgil, 
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Secret  Session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  EMBARGO  QUESTION. 
(Continued  from  page  107.) 

Friday , April  3.— Mr.  Quincy  expressed,  in  strong  term?,  his 
abhorrence  of  the  measure.— He  said  that  if  he  believed  it  to  be  a 
preparation  tor  war  he  should  have  a less  indignant  sense  of  the 
injury,  than  he  felt  now,  as  he  deemed  it  a pure,  unsophisticated 
reinstated  embargo. — The  limitation  of  sixty,  or  ninety  days, 
gave  little  consolation  to  him ; because  he  knew  how  easily  the 
Same  power  which  originated  could  continue  this  oppressive 
measure. 

He  said  that  his  objections  were,  that  it  was  not  what  it  pretended 
to  be ; and  was,  what  it  pretended  not  to  be.— That  it  was  not  em- 
bargo preparatory  to  war— but  that  it  was  embargo  as  a substitute 
fdr  the  question  of  declaring  war.  It  was  true  that  it  was  advoca- 
ted as  a step  incipient  to  a state  of  war,  and  by  way  of  preparation 
for  it,  by  gentlemen  whose  sincerity  lie  was  bound  to  respect.  He 
could  not,  however,  yield  the  conviction  of  his  senses  and  reflec- 
tions, to  their  asseveration  ; nor  declare  in  complaisance  (o  an)-,  let 
tlicra  be  as  respectable  as  they  mighty  that  he  saw  in  this  measure, 
more  or  less,  than  its  features  indicated. 

I Is  this  embargo  what  it  pretends  to  be,  preparation  for  war  ? In 
the  lirst  place,  no  sudden  attack  is  expected  from  Great  Britain. 
It  is  not  suggested  that  we  have  a tittle  of  evidence,  relative  to 
any  hostility  of  har  temper,  wliicii  is  not  possessed  by  the  whole 
community.  The  president  has  not  communicated  to  us  one  do- 
•eument,  or  reason  for  the  measure.  His  message  merely  notifies 
to  us,  Ids  will  and  pleasure. 

An  embargo,  as  preparatory  to  war,  presupposes  some  new  and 
hidden  danger,  not  known  to  the  mercantile  community.  In  such 
case,  when  the  government  see  a danger,  of  which  the  mercltant  is 
unapprised,  it  may  be  w ise  to  stay  the  departure  of  property  until 
the  nature  and  extent  of  it  can  be  explained.  But  not  a moment 
longer.  For,  Let  the  state  of  things  be  that  of  war,  or  of  peace,  the 
principle  is  precisely  the  same— the  interest  which  the  community 
Bus,  in  the  property  of  individuals,  is  best  preserved  by  leaving  its 
management  to  the  interest  of  the  immediate  proprietor ; after  he 
j-  made  acquainted  w ith  all  the  circumstances,  at  the  time,  which 
have  a tendency  to  increase  its  exposure. 

The  reason  of  an  embargo,  considered  as  an  incipient  step,  to  war, 
is  either  to  save  our  property  from  depredation  abroad,  or  keep 
property  which  we  want  at  home.  Now  it  happens  that  the  nature 
of  the  great  mass  of  our  exports  is  such  that  there  is  little  danger  of 
depredation  from  the  enemy,  we  pretend  to  fear  abroad,  and  little 
want  of  the  articles,  most  likely  to  be  exposed,  at  home.  The  total 
•exports  of  the  last  year  amounted  as  appears  by  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  forty-jive  millions  of  dollars.  It  also 
appears  by  that  report,  efur  exports  to  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies, and  also  to  those  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  were  thirty-eight 
millions five  hundred  thousand  dollars— nearly  seven  eighths  in  value 
of  our  w'hole  exports  have  been,  and  continue  to  be,  to  the  domi- 
nions of  that  very  power,  from  which  so  much  is  pretended  to  be 
apprehended.  Now,  it  is  well  known,  that  these  articles  are  of  very 
great  necessity  and  importance  to  her,  and  whether,  even  in  the  ease 
ofaetual  war,  between  our  countries,  Great  Britain  would  capture 
them,  might  be  questionable.  But  that  site  would  capture  them, 
on  the  mere  preparation,  before  one  really  hostile  act  was  commit- 
ted, on  our  part,  is  not  only  unreasonable,  but  absolutely  absurd, 
to  expect.  This  very  commerce,  which  by  the  passing  of  this  hill 
you  indicate  it  is  her  intention  to  prohibit  or  destroy,  it  is  her  obvi- 
ous and  undeniable  policy  to  invite  and  cherish  : besides,  the  articles 
are,  in  a very  great  proportion,  perishable,  which  by  this  embargo 
are  to  be  prohibited  from  going  to  market.  Which  is  best?  To 
keep  them  at  home,  to  a certain  loss  and  probable  ruin,  or  adven- 
ture them  abroad  to  a possible  loss  and  a highly  probable  gain  ? Ask 
your  merchant.  Ask  common  sense. 

But  it  is  said  “ we  must  protect  our  merchants.”  Heaven  help 
our  merchants  from  embargo  protection  .'—It  is  also  said  that  44  the 
.present  condition  of  things  has  been  brought  upon  the  country  by 
merchants— that  it  was  their  clamor  in  1805  and  1806,  winch  first 
put  congress  upon  this  system  of  coercive  restriction.”  It  Is  true 
that  in  those  years  the  merchants  did  petition— not  for  embargo— 
not  lor  commercial  embarrassment  and  annihilation — but  for  pro- 
tection. They,  at  that  time,  really  thought,  that  this  national  go- 
vernment was  formed  for  protection  and  thut-it  had  at  heart  the 
prosperity  of  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  If  it  was  a 
grievous  fault,  grievously  have  the  merchants  answered  it.  They 
asked  you  for  relief,'  and  you  sent  them  embarrassment.  The* 
asked  you  for  defence,  and  you  imposed  embargo.  They  asked 
bread  and  you  gave  them  a stone.  They  asked  a fish,  and  you  gave 
them  a serpent.  Grant  that  the  fault  was  great ; suppose  tl  ut  they 
did  mistake  the  nature  and  character  of  the  government ; is  the 
penalty  they  incurred  by  this  error  never  to  be  remitted  ? Permit, 
hem  once  to  escape,  anq,  aud  my  w oi<£ur  it,  they  will  never  agaiji 
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give  you  any  apology  for  this  destructive  protection.  If  they  do 
they  will  nchly  deserve  all  the  misery,  which,  under  the  name  of 
protection,  you  can  find  means  to  visit  upon  them.  Your  tender 
mercies  are  cruelties.  File  mercliants  hate  and  spurn  this  ruinous 
defence. 

Mr.  Quinev,  then  took  notice  of  an  intimation  which  had  been 
thrown  out,  m relation  to  an  express,  sent  olf,  on  the  day  prec"din«- 
the  message  of  the  president,  giving  information  that  an  embargo 
would.be  proposed  the  ensuing  day,— He  said  that  there  was  no 
necessity  of  speaking  of  that  matter  by  distant  allusion,  as  if  there 
was  any  thing  that  sought  concealment.  That  is  not  an  affair 
said  Mr.  Q.  that  shuns  the  light.  I had  the  honor  and  the  ha  tini- 
ness, in  conjunction  with  another  member  of  this  house,  from 
New-York  (Mr.  Eiuott)  and  a senator  from  Massachusetts  '%!>■ 
Lloyd)  to  transmit  that  intelligence  to  Philadelphia,  New-York  and 
Boston,  by  an  express  which  started  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  In 
doing  this  we  violated  no  obligation  even  of  the  most  remote  ar>d 
delicate  kind.— The  fact  that,  the  committee  of  foreign  relations 
had  decided  that  an  embargo  should  be  proposed  on  Wednesday 
was  openly  avowed  here  on  Tuesday,  by  various  members  of  ihAr’ 
committee,  to  Various  members  of  this  house.  Among  others  L 
was  informed  of  it.  I shall  always  be  grateful  to  the  gentleman, 
who  gave  me  that  information.  Indeed,  the  whole  commercial 
community  are  under  great  obligations  to  the  members  of  the 
committee  of  foreign  relations,  for  their  feeling  and  patriotism  in 
resolving  on  that  disclosure.  It  enabled  us,  bv  anticipating  the 
mail,  to  give  an  opportunity  for  great  masses  of  our  property  to 
escape  from  the  ruin  our  cabinet  was  meditating  for  them.  Yes 
sir.  To  escape  into  the  jaws  of  the  British  lion,  and  of  the  French 
lyger,  which  are  places  of  reluyf,  of  joy  and  delight,  when  com- 
pared  w ith  the  grasp  and  fang  of  this  hyena  embargo.  What  was 
the  effect  of  this  information  T When  it  reached  Philadelphia,  the 
whole  mercantile  class  w as  in  motion,  and  ail  that  had  it  in  theife 
pow  er,  were  flying  in  all  directions  from  the  coming  mischief  as 
though  it  w ere  a plague,  and  a pestilence,  took,  at  this  moment  , 
on  the  river,  below  Alexandria.  The  poor  seamen  towing  down 
their  vessels,  against  wind  and  tide,  anxious  to  escape  from  a coun- 
try-, which  destroys  under  the  mask  of  preserving. 
t It  is  said  that  tliis  embargo  is  44  mere  notice  to  the  merchant. 

If  this  were  the  case,  why  all  these  pains  anti  penalties  ? why  these- 
gnevous  bonds,  imposed  on  our  coasting  trade?  , If  you  really 
intend  war,  if  this  measure  is  timely  preparation  find  not  a sub- 
stitute for  it,  lay  your  embargo— But  let  it  be  mere  general  pro- 
hibition, without  penalty.  You  w ill  then  have  done  your  duty.  If 
they  go  and  are  captured,  they  have  no-tause  of  complaint.  But  it 
is  said,  “shall  we  feed  our  enemies  ?”  That  question  unravels  the 
whole  plot.  It  is  an  embargo  for  coercion  and  not  for  preparation. 
Ill  reply,  I say  yes  feed  your  enemies.— If  ihev  are  in  no  danger 
of  being  reduced  by  famine,  and  it  the  article  of  fboa  you  do  r.ot 
want,  and  it  will  perish  without  a market. 

The  gentlemen  who  advocate  this  bill  seem  to  be  much  offended 
that  some  of  us  do  not  believe  that  it  is  their  intention  to  declare 
war  at  the  end  of  the  time  limited.  They  treat  the  suggestion  as  a 
reflection  on  their  personal  veracity.  I question  not  either  the 
sincerity  or  veracity  of  these  gentlemen  who  make  these  declara- 
tions. But  those  gentlemen  must  excuse  me  if  I prefer  to  reason 
concerning  future  events,  rather  from  the  nature  of  things  than 
f rom  tile  state  of  their  minds*  I make  no  suggestion  concerning 
the  intentions  of  the  gentlemen  on  this  floor;  but  concerning  the 
intentions  of  our  cabinet, imd  concerning  their  ability,  in  relation 
to  actual  w ar,  I shall  not  hesitate  both  to  make  suggestions  and  to 
state  reasonings.  And  I shall  not  deem  myself  precluded  from  the 
use  of  my  understanding  concerning  the  result  of  am-  measures 
because  my  calculations  contradict  any  man’s  declared*  intentions! 
The  public  has  little  concern  about  what  you  may  intend.  It  has 
much  in  what  you  can  execute. 

I say,  then,  distinctly,  I do  not.  believe  that  this  embargo  is  pre- 
paration for  war ; but  I do  believe  that  it  is  a refuge  from  tJio 
question  of  declaring  war.  My  reason  tells  me,  that  war  is  not 
intended,  because  of  your  \wint  of  preparation,  and  of  your  neglect 
of  it.  If  war  were  intended,  would  the  men  at  the  helm  have  employ- 
ed the  five  months  past  in  a way  so  utterly  inefficient,  and  incon- 
sistent with  such  an  anticipated  state  ? What  have  you  done  du- 
ring this  long  session,  to  put  this  country  into  that  “armour  and 
attitude”  so  ostentatiously  recommended  at  the  opening  of  it  ? 
What  have  you  done  ?— Why  you  have  thirty -free  'f  h ousanri  men 
upon  paper  ; and  in  five  months  vou  have  add  edw  bout  one  thousand 
neiv  recruits  to  the  old  establishment.  That  is  to  say,  you  have  .■,> 
thousand  men,  now  on  your  army  rolls.  You  have  officers  in 
abundance,  but  where  are- vour  soldiers  ? We  were  told  last  .De- 
cember that  on  the  first  day  of  April  we  should  be  of  ore  Cut-bit. 

! And  where  were  we  on  that  day  ?—  Why— retiring  behind  tu.burgo 
—What  prospect  is  there  that  your  enlistments  will  he  so  rapid  as 
will  enable  you  to  raise  more  men  in  the  ninety  davs,  which  are  to 
come,  than  in  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  which  have  past?  I know 
there  is,  on  the  carpet,  a grand  scheme,  of  augmenting  the  chance 
ot  enlistments,  by  reducing  the  time  of  service,  from  five  t ears  to 
eighteen  months.  But  how  does  tliis  prognosticate  as  to  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  force?  Tjfcis  proposition  is  perfectly  characteristic. 
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You  want  an  embargo  army,  and  not  a fighting  army.  Ever  since 
you  appointed  a collector  of  a northern  seaport,  major-general,  I 
fiave  been  satisfied  that  what  you  intended  was,  an  army  to  fight 
smugglers  and  not  Canadians. 

You  prepare  to  go  to  war  tor  commercial  rights,  in  ninety  days  ? 
—Where  ? — Hosv? — A nary  is  out  of  the  question.  And  as  to  the 
purpose  of  arming  our  merchantmen,  although  that  resolution  was 
passed  with  as  much,  I believe  more  unanimity  than  any  other  of 
all  those  proposed  by  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  ithas  been 
laid  asleep  in  the  committee;  and  not  a man  lias  ventured  to  sug- 
gest, even  that  it  was  to  be  put  into  parliamentary  form,  much  less 
that  it  was  to  be  carried  into  e fleet. 

When  I see  such  a palpable  failure  in-sill  the  means,  natural  and 
necessary,  for  carrying  on  the  war;  when  I see  the  exposure  of 
your  seaboard when  I see  the  actual  military  force,  instead  of  being 
increased  in  efficiency,  in  fact,  reducing,  neither  promises,  nor  as- 
severations, nor  oaths  shall  make  me  believe  that  you  w ill  go  to  war 
at  the  end  of  ninety  days.  Opposuit  natura . Nature  has  decided 
against  you.  Instead  of  that  "feast”  of  war,  to  which  we  were 
invited,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  we  have  served  up  to  us  the 
old  dish  of  restrictions.  There  is  no  need  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy 
to  tell  the  result.  At  the  end  of  ninety  days,  you  will  find  that 
your  preparation  is  not  sufficient.  The  horrors  of  war  will  be 
preached  up,  v ery  assiduously  during  our  recess.  Familiarity  with 
embargo  will  diminish  its  dread.  The  restrictive  system  becomes 
identified  with  some  personal,  local,  paltry  interest.  The  naviga- 
ting states  are  sacrificed ; and  the  spirit  and  character  of  the  coun- 
try, are  prostrated,  in  the  dust,  by  fear,  or  by  avarice. 

This  embargo  will  not  serve  the  American  people.  But  I tell 
you  who  it  may  serve ; it  will  serve  the  French  emperor.  His  in- 
terest is  apparent.  It  operates  on  his  enemy  by  denying  our  pro- 
d uee  to  her  armies.  But  where  is  the  American  interest  ? Coercion 
on  Great  Britain  is  not  pretended.  If  war  with  this  power  be 
realty  its  purpose,  then  much  of  this  very  property  ought  to  be  got 
out  of  the  country.  It  is  useless  and  must  perish  if  it  remain  in 
it.  And  the  resources  of  the  country  and  its  ability  for  war  are 
augmented  by  the  whole  amount  ol  the  returns,  which  its  sale 
Would  produce. 

In  every  point  of  view,  I look  on  this  measure  as  a cruel  aban- 
donment of  our  national  rights ; as  impolitic  ; as  deceptive ; as 
Calculated  to  impress  on  the  American  people  an  idea  that  it  is 
your  intention  to  maintain  commercial  rights,  which, fits  true  effect, 
is,  to  abandon.  Here  is  another  effect  widen  it  is  calculated  to  pro- 
duce, and  of  all  others  ought  at  a crisis  of  this  kind  to  be  avoided. — 
Its  tendency  must  be  to  raise  a jealousy  between  the  southern  and 
the  eastern  and  middle  states.  The  flour  and  produce  of  the 
southern  states  have  had  during  the  whole  winter  an  open  trade 
and  free  market.  Those  of  the  middle  and  eastern  states  have 
been  restrained  by  climate  and  winter.  Nature  is  just  opening 
for  our  relief,  and  the  palsying  hand  of  government  is  now  to  be 
extended,  to  give  a death-blow  to  our  hopes,  It  is  by  a,  course  of 
policy  of  this  kind  that  you  intend  to  conciliate  affection,  or  excite 
Confidence  ? Will  it  not  be  said,  that  your  own  products  being  sold 
you  were  indifferent  what  became  of  ours  ? 

Let  me  not  be  understood  as  objecting  to  this  embargo,  as  a pre- 
paration for  war ; although  even,  as  such,  its  utility  is  dubious.  I 
object  to  it,  because  it  is  no  efficient  preparation ; because  it  is 
not  a progress  towards  honorable  wtyr,  but  is  a subterfuge  from  the 
question.  If  we  must  perish,  iet  us  perish  by  any  hand,  except  our 
own.  Any  fate  is  better  than  self-slaugliter. 

Mr.  Bleeeker,  in  a speech  of  about  twenty  minutes,  made  an  able, 
solemn  and  impressive  address  to  the  house,  urging  them  to  pon- 
der—and  desist  from  the  dangerous  course  they  were  pursuing, 
and  forewarned  them  of  the  calamitous'  consequence  that  would  ine- 
vitably result. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  New-York,  said,  in  viewing  political  subjects 
' and  dangers,  some  are  inclined  to  look  through  political  micro- 
scopes which  diminish  them  ; others,  misled  by  their  imaginations, 
look  through  political  telescopes,  and  are  as  apt  to  magnify  and 
enhance  them.  He,  for  one,  was  for  viewing  our  situation  with 
liis  native  optics,  for.  looking  at  it  as  it  really  is.  He  could  not  lie 
considered  as  less  alive  to  the  interests  and  happiness  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  city,  respecting  whom  so  much  sensibility  has  been 
expressed,  than  any  other  gentleman.  There  were  his  intimate 
frielids,  connections,  and  what  little  property  he  possessed.  No  one 
could  feel  more,  for  their  sufferings  under  commercial  restrictions, 
or  case  of  an  assault  upon  it  by  the  enemy.  And  if  he  was  to  con- 
si.  it  only  his  personal  sensibilities,  they  were  all  in  favor  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  w ith  w hom  w e are  to  enter  into  a conflict, 
lie  has  no  prejudice  against  them.  He  there  received  his  educa- 
tion. He  has  JiVcd  in  North  and  South  Britain.  From  actual  re- 
sidence he  knows  them  from  the  Grampian  lnils  to  Dover.  He 
knows  them,  however,  to  be  a proud  overbearing  nation.  From 
former  residence,  and  also  from  recent  intelligence,  (and  that  with- 
in a few  days  by  late  arrivals)  he  knows  that  they  consider  us  a sort 
of  generation  whom  tin  y have  a right  to  despise.  We  are  viewed 
ip  this  unworthy,  degraded  situation,  not  on  account  of  our  want 
of  rest:' trees  or  population;  but  because  they  believe  we  cannot 
stand  togethei — that  we  cannot  lead  armies  into  their  countries.— 
Their  object  has  been  since  the  year  1806,  to  divide  and  distract  us. 
and  to  prevent  our  taking  efficient  measures.  Sir,  what  has  been 
the  cause  qf  our  present  condition  ? It  is  well  known,  that  in  180(i, 
he’  was  made  the  organ  of  his  constituents,  as  other  gentlemen  wt re 
from  Salem  and  other  commercial  places,  to  present  to  congress 
their  plaints  and- wailings,  c*i  account  of  tip:  grievances  they  suf- 
fered upon  tire  subject  of  carrying  colonial  produce,  and  the  conti- 
nuity of  the  voyage.  The  archives  of  tins  house  will  prove  this. 
T hey  declared  they  should  be  ruined  if  the  British  doctrine  should 
be  countenanced.  The  government  were  goaded  by  these  applica- 
tions for  relief.  The  government  began,  and  continued  pacific 
measures,  until  wc -have  gut  into  our  present  situation. 


Mr.  M.  said  he  would  aver,  there  was  never  a time,  wlien'tliere  was 
more  internal  good,  more  real  practical  independence,  more  of  what 
the  heart  desires  and  can  enjoy,  in  any  civilized  nation,  than  we  now 
enjoy.  A population  of  seven  millions— the  arts  and  manniadtuivs 
flourishing  in  a high  degree— are  w e then  to  be  frightened  to  listen 
to  the  notes  of  political  screech  owls  ? . We  are  the  happiest  nation 
on  earth.  He  could,  to  be  sure,  with  a melancholy  countenance,  go 
into  any  family,  and  give  a lecture  on  the  weakness  of  the  rlesn, 
on  the  calamities  of  human  life,  and  a miserable  exit.  But  how- 
much  hotter  are  we  off  than  any  other  people  ? Our  lot  has  fallen  to 
us  in  a pleasant  place,  and  we  have  a goodly  heritage. 

He  said  he  recollected  w hen  he  was  a boy,  that  he  and  his  com- 
panions would  get  round  the  fireside,  of  a w inter’s  evening,  and 
talk  of  ghosts,  till  they  were  all  afraid  to  go  to  bed— and  the  lugu- 
brious anticipations  of  the  danger  of  a war  with  England,  he  thought 
was  a piece  With  the  childish  apprehensions  alluded  to- 

With  regard  to  the  nation  with  whom  we  are  to  contend,  and 
whose  prowess  is  so  terrible  in  the  opinion  of  some,  he  is  ploud  to  see 
gentlemen  around  him,  w ho  dared  in  1774  to  enter  into  the  conflict, 
when  we  had  a population  of  only  three  millions.  He  did  not  tlfir.k 
any  one  would  be  afraid  to  face  a nation  w hose  head  is  of  such  a 
character — one  who  was,  sonic  years  since,  expelled  a jocky  club, 
and  who  was  lately  turned  out  of  doors  for  his  unworthy  conduct 
to  Iris  neighbor’s  w ife.  [A  clapping  (if  hands.']  The  power  with 
which  wt  are  to  contend,  is  not  so  terrific  and  almighty  as  is  ima- 
gined. 

Sir,  we  have  intelligence  by  last  mails  from  the  capes  of  Virginia, 
that  the  vessels  of  that  nation  are  capturing  our’s  from  the  (fiiesa- 
peake  to  France,  w ithin  two  leagues  of  our  coast,  laden  with  pro- 
duce of  our  own  soil,  and  not  contraband  of  war. 

Mr.  M.  said.he  w as  of  opinion1  this  measure  ought  to  be  accompa- 
nied with  another— with  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.  We 
ought  to  let  the  cannon  accompany  the  flag.  The  voice  of  the 
cannon  ought  to  speak  the  voice  of  the  nation  under  the  stripes 
of  the  nation.  We  ought  to  have  no  party  feeling.  He  wished 
the  country  would  be  uni  ted— that  all  petty  divisions  about  Inland 
outs  mayfbe  put  aside,  and  that  an  united  front  may  be  opposed. 

He  said  he  gave  his  aisent  to  the  measure  less  under  the  correct- 
ness of  his  understanding,  than  from  a respect  to  the  authorities  of 
the  country.  When  it  came  recommended  by  the  executive,  he  did 
not  feel  proud  enough  to  differ— He  therefore  yielded  to  what  lie 
thought  the  rational,  proper  wish  of  others.  Asa  republican,  he 
would  comply  with  the  opinion  of  the  majority. 

It  is  upon  our  divisions,  and  the  imbecility  of  our  councils,  that 
our  enemy  builds  her  hopes.  He  believes  that  gentlemen  who  have 
opposed  our  measures,  have  done  it  from  honorable  motives;  but 
our  measures  are  good  enough  if  we  are  united.  All  we  want  is 
to  forma  phalanx.  If  united  the  work  is done,  and  we  could  then 
take  a rank  among  the  nations.  But  how  are  v'e  as  a nation?  We 
can’t  even  get  a national  song,  without  depending  on  others.  He 
hoped  we  might  not  verify  the  observation  of  that  illustrious  com- 
mentator, the  “.Federalist,”  that  our  danger  is  not  from  tyranny 
in  the  head,  but  from  anarchy  in  the  end.  He  knew  that  an  em- 
bargo would  be  an  unwelcome  prescription  ; but  is  a disagreeable 
prescription  tor  a violent  disease  to  be  rejected  ? Are  we  not  told 
from  high  authority,  that  if  thy  member  offend  cut;  it  off?  He  con- 
sidered this  as  an  efficient  measure.  He  said  \ve  were  living  in  a land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  It  is  better  to  keep  our  wheat  and 
flour  at  home,  than  to  let  it  go  abroad  and  be  taken-  He  may  be 
asked,  is  he  willing ’to  withhold  supplies  from,  and  starve  the  people 
of  that  country  ? He  would  deliberately  answer,  ves,  when  bv  re- 
scinding their  decrees  they  can  so  easily  do  us  justice. 

He  desired  the  house  to  look  at  the  condition  of  the  island  of  Bar- 
badoes— the  situation  of  the  planters,  who, are  obliged  to  substitute 
beets  for  cane.  In  the  most  plaintive,  teams,  they  represent  their 
situations  as  desperate.  They  have  not  a stave  for  a rum  puncheon 
—In  consequence  of  the  mortgages  on  their  estate  s,  and  (he  dan- 
ger ol  insurrection  of  their  blacks,  they  are  reduced  almost  to  des- 
pair. 

When  you  talk  of  the  omnipotence  of  that  nation,  look  at  their  ' 
impotence.  We  areas  different  from  them  as  angels  are  from  infer- 
nal spii-its. 

He  knew  that  this  measure  is  not  desirable  per  sc.  Although  in- 
convenient, it  is  not  to  be  viewed  only  as  to  its  hardships.  As  con- 
nected with  another  part  of  policy,  it  is  very  important.  He  said, 
in  proportion  to  his  worldly  substance,  no  one  pro  rata  will  suffer 
more  by  it  than  himself.  He  resided  w i th  a patriotic  set  of  men,  who 
will  join  in  opposing  a noble  trout  and  who  are  determined  to 
avenge  our  w rongs. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  listened  w ith  attention  to  the  observa- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  New- York,  Mr.  Mitchell— The  gentle- 
man’s reasons,  if  there  is  any  weight  in  them,  are  in  favor  of  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  but  not  in  favOr  of  the  ruinous  mea- 
sure now  under  consideration.  When  the  gentleman  justifies  him- 
self, in  yielding  himself  under  authority,  in  ins  approbation  of  the 
measure,  he  should  have  supposed  he  ought  to  have  been  influenc- 
ed by  the  authority  of  a respectable  gentleman,  (meaning  the  vice- 
president)  first  in  war,  first  in  peace, ;and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his 
countrymen,  within  the  state  of  New-York,  who  is  now  insensible 
to  the  distresses  of  the  country.  The  gentleman  says,  we  ought  to 
take  our  stand  among  the  belligerents.  We  cannot  take  this  stand 
—We  are  j ust  emerging  from  a revolution— a revolution,  which  w as 
soon  succeeded  by  an  European  war,  which  has  been  to  us,  like  the 
draining  of  a farm  yard,  which  has  enriched  us  beyond  measure, 
winch  has  raised  our  hamlets  and  villages  to  first-rate  cities.  To  this 
w-e  owe  our  present  greatness.  To  this  we  owe  the  language  the 
•gentleman  has  tins  evening  used.  Sir,  what  has  been  the  late  of 
those  nations  who  have  undertaken  to  take  their  stand  among  the 
belligerents.  They  have  become  like  humble  gun  boats,  in  the 
wake  of  European  belligerents.  What  has  become  of  Prussia  ? she  is 
extinct.  What  of  Austria?  she  is  crippled.  What  of  Russia?  she 
with  a territory  and  population  far  bev  ond  ours,  has  been  anxious 
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to  take  the  stand  which  the  gentleman  wishes,  but  she  dare  not.— 
Sir,  we  may  become  to  the  war,  under  the  name  of  allies ; but  we 
shall  be  the  first  servants  of  those  whose  cause  we  espouse.  We 
may  escape  this  conflict  with  honor.  What  is  honor  in  a nation  ? 
is  it  honor  to  cope  with  those  who  are  so  greatly  our  superiors  ? It 
is  our  duty  and  interest  to  wait.  He  very  well  knew,  that  in  times 
of  feverish  anxiety  and  impotent  restlessness,  nothing  is  more  irk- 
some than  to  preach  up  patience,  and  that  we  ought  to  wait  for 
events. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not  pay  much  regard  to  the  argument  that  the 
belligerents  calculated  upon  our  divisions.  It  is  an  old,  and  if  he 
might  be  permitted  to  say,  a stale  apology,  calculated  by  iheWniuis- 
ters  to  unrte  a people.  The  charge  of  the  majority,  which  is  so  of- 
ten made  against  the  minority,  is  futile.  It  is  ridiculous  for  them 
to  urge  it.  The  president  of  the  United  States  can  indisputably 
carry  his  measures  in  congress  as  much  as  any  minister  ever  did — 
No  minority  is,  or  ever  had  been,  of  any  effect.  All  experience 
proves  it.  He  would  exhort  both  houses  of  congress  to  follow  the 
dictates  of  their  own  minds,  and  not  adopt  the  sentiment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New-York.  There  is  no  danger  from  an  opposi- 
tion— The  president  of  the  United  States  for  fourteen  years  has  been 
omnipotent.  The  evil  has  not  been  from  the  minority,  but  from 
gentlemen  not  pursuing  the  dictates  of  tlieir  own  understandings. 

Mr.  R.  then  brou  ght  to  the  view  of  the  house  the  diminutive  trade 
of  the  country  to  France,  and  which  has  been  diminished  by  her 
own  regulations,  in  comparison  with  our  trade  to  all  the  rest  of 
the  world.  He  said,  if  we  are  called  upon  to  resist,  he  would  wish 
to  shew  our  resistance  where  it  is  important  and  necessary.  As  to 
the  observation  of  his  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macon,) 
that  our  only  alternative  now  is  war— that  no  proposition  had  been 
or  Could  be  made  as  a substitute  ; he  said  propositions  had  been 
made,  and  he  would  pledge  his  head  one  might  now  be  made,  if 
both  belligerents  were  viewed  with  the  same  eye  by  our  govern- 
ment. Where,  asked  Mr.  R.  is  the  reciprocity,  while  the  armed 
vessels  of  one  only  are  admitted  ? As  to  the  existence  of  the 
French  decrees,  the  burning  of  our  property  on  the  high  seas  is 
damning  proof  that  they  have  not  been  revoked. 

The  gentleman  from  New-Jersey  (Mr.  Boyd)  the  other  day  pro- 
posed 120  days  for  the  period  of  the  embargo,  which  was  negatived. 
If  we  agree  now  to  the  amendment  of  90  days,  it  is  a confession 
that  our  argument  the  other  day  was  right,  and  those  who  opposed 
us  were  wrong ; and  it  confirms  the  opinion  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  foreign  relations  (Mr.  Porter)  that  it  was  inex- 
pedient to  lay  an  embargo  for  sixty  days,  until  we  were  within 
sixty  days  of  preparation  for  war,  and  who  said  he  was  in  favor  of 
an  embargo  as  a preparatory  measure. 

He  said  there  could  be  nothing  more  cruel  to  the  merchant,  who 
has  given  ten  dollars  per  barrel  for  flour,  and  who  has  incurred  the 
expAace  of  shipping,  to  carry  it  to  market.  It  will  also  be  the 
ruin  of  the  planter.  He  entreated  the  house  to  defer  it,  until  the 
merchant  who  had  bought  on  credit  of  the  planter  can  turn  him- 
self. There  is  no  alternative— the  merchant  must  be  ruined,  and 
the  planter  greatly  injured. 

He  wished  that  v.  e might  think  of  the  mills  of  Brand?  wine  and 
Petersburg!!.  There  is  no  calculating  the  benefit  which  would 
arise  from  deferring  it  a week,  and  no  possible  good  can  arise  from 
hurrying  it.  If  it  is  to  ruin  the  allies  upon  the  peninsula,  upon  the 
argument  of  gentlemen  it  cannot  answer,  as  no  one  can  suppose 
the?'  have  not  ninety  days  supply  on  hand. 


Treasury  report. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a report 
prepared  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  of  the 
10th  of  April,  1812. 

Treasury  Department,  April  14th,  1812. 
SIR,— I have  the  honor,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the 

Senate  of  the  10th  instant,  to  transmit  the  following  statements,  viz. 

1.  A statement  of  appropriations  made  by  the  several  acts,  passed 
dining  the  present  session  of  congress’  to  the  10th  April,  1812, 
inclusive,  and  amounting  together  to  17,114,691  dollars  and  34 
cents. 

*2.  A statement  of  sums  payable  during  the  year  1812,  by  virtue  of 
sundry  permanent  appropriations,  and  amounting  together  to 
279,975  dollars. 

3.  A statement  of  the  probable  application  during  the  year  1812, 
of  the  annual  appropriation  of  8,000,000  dollars  for  the  public 
debt,  distinguishing  the  sums  payable  for  the  interest  on  the 
Louisiana  debt,  and  for  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the 
domestic  debt. 

4.  A statement  of  the  balance  in  the  treasury,  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1811,  mid  of  the  balances  unexpended  on  the  same  day  in 
the  hands  of  tire  treasurer  on  account  of  the  war  and  navy 
departments. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient 

servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Honorable  President  of  the  senate, 

Statement  of  appropriations  made  by  the  acts  of  congress,  passed 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  the  twelfth  con- 
gress ( 5th  November,  1811 ) to  the  10 th  of  April,  lgl2. 

By  the  act  “ making  a further'appropriation  for  the 
support  of  a library,”  passed  December  6th,  1811, 
l,000dollars  a year  for  five  years : for  the  years  1811 
and  1812,  • 2,000 

By  the  act  “ to  authorise  the  surveying*  and  making 
of  certain  roads  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  as  contempla- 
ted by  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  in  the  territory 
of  Michigan,”  passed  December  12th,  1811,  6,000 

By  the  act  “to  authorise  the  laying  out  and  opening 
a public  road  fropi  the  line  established  by  the  treaty 
of  Greenville  to  the  North  Bend,  jn  the  state  of  — 

Ohio,  ’ passed  January  8th,  1812,  $00 


Bytheact  “for  the  relief  of  John’Burnhara,”  passed 
January  10th 1812, 

By  the  act  “ authorising  the  purchase  of  ordnance 
and  ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage  and  other 
quartermaster’s  stores  and  small  arms,”  passed  Ja- 
nuary 14th,  1812.  [Thf*  sum  of  1,900,000  dollars, 
appropriated  by  tilts  act,  being  included  in  the  sums 
appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  military  and 
naval  establishments,  is  not  here  carried  out.] 

By  the  act  “ to  empower  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry to  decide  on  the  case  of  the  ship  Eliza-Ann, 
belonging  to  Ezekil  Hubbell,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
ship  Mary  and  Frances,  belonging  to  Nathaniel 
Goddard,”  passed  January;  31st,  1812, 

By  the  act  “ authorising  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer 
military  corps,”  passed  February  6th,  1812, 

By  the  act  “ making  appropriation  for  the  expences 
incident  to  the  six  companies  of  mounted  rangers 
during  the  year  1812,”  passed  February  20th,  1812, 
By  the  act  “making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  military  establishment  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1812,  passed  February  21st,  1812, 

By  the  act  “ making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  an  additional  military  force,”  passed  February 
21st,  1812, 

By  the  act  “making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
1812,”  passed  February  24th  1812, 

By  the  act  “ making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  government  for  the  year  1812,”  passed  February 
26tb,  1812,  7 

By  the  act  “ to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, under  the  direction  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  purchase  of  Winslow  Lewis.  n:< 
patent  right  to  the  new  and  improved  method  of 
lighting  light  houses,  and  for  other  purposes,” 
passed  March  2d,  1812, 

By  the  act  “ supplementary  to  ‘ An  act  providing  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  general  post  office  and 
patent  office,  and  for  other  purposes,”  passed  March 
7th,  1812, 

By  the  act  “ making  appropriation  for  the  defence 
of  our  maritime  frontier,”  passed  March  10th,  1812, 
By  the  act  “ concerning  the  naval  establishment,” 
passed  March  30th,  1812, 

[This  act  also  contains  an  appropriation  of  200,000 
dollars  for  each  of  the  years  1813  and  1814.] 

By  the  act  “ authorising  a detachment  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,”  passed  April  10th,  1812, 
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1,400 

1,000,000 
108,773 
4,643,27?  go 
5,112,560  09 
2,904,669  60 
1,26-4,412  54 

60,000 

10,453  91 
500,000 
500,000 

1,000,000 


Dollars,  17,114,691  34 

Statement  of  the  amount  payable  during  the  year  1812,  in  virtue  of 
sundry  permanent  appropriations. 

For  arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of 

the  United  States,  per  act  of  April  23d,  1308,  200000 

For  annuities  and  payments  under  certain  treaties  with  ’ 
Indian  tribes,  per  sundry  acts,  55 

For  annuity  to  the  dey  aud  regency  of  Algiers,  per  act  of  ’ 
May  6th,  1796,  24,000 

Dollars,  279,975 

Sundry  appropriations  contingent  as  to  their  amount . 

For  defraying  the  expences  of  courts,  of  prosecutions,  and  saf  - 
keeping  of  prisoners,  the  amount  which  max  be  received  into  the 
treasury,  arising  from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures. 

For  defraying  the  expences  of  the  marine  hospital  establishment, 
the  amount  received  tor  the  payment  or  tax  of  tw  enty  centa  1 
month,  on  all  seamen  employed  in  the  foreign  or  coasting  trade  of 
the  United  States. 

For  laying  out  and  making  roads  within  the  state  of  Ohio,  three 
p.  e.  on  the  net  amount  received  for  lands  sold  within  the  said  stele. 
Statement  of  the  interest  payable  on  the  Louisiana  stock,  tend  of  "the 
amount  payable  during  the  year  18 12,  under  the  acts  rr.  akav--  pro- 
vision for  the  redemption  of  the  rehole  of  the  public  debt  for  the 
principal  and  interest,  of  the  public  debt.  ’ J 

Interest  on  the  Louisiana  stock  for  the  year  1812, 

Ditto  on  the  funded  domestic  debt, 


775.000 
1,5ft), COO 


2, 22 5,0 CO 

Annual  reimbursement  of  6 per  cent,  and  deferred  ' 
stocks,  1,570,000 

Ditto  of  the  whole  of  the  oonverted  stock  565,318  41’ 

4,36C,318  41 

Balance  to  complete  the  annual  appropriation  of 
8,000,000  dollars  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
stock,  if  the  same  shall  not  be  above  par,  3,639,681  59 

Dollars,  8,C0Q,0(;0 

Statement  of  cash  in  the  treasury  on  ilie.31st  of  December  1811 ; 
and  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  on  that  day,  on  account 
of  the  war  and  navy  departments . 

Cash  in  the  treasury,  subject  to  warrant,  December 
31st,  1811,  Dollars,  3,500,298  05 

Ditto  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  on  that  day,  on 
account  of  the  w ar  department,  ’ 151,990  18 

Ditto, ditto  cn  account  of  the  navy  department;  li.794~47 
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Mint  of  the  United  States. 


Summary  statement,  exhibiting  the  taiue  of  coins  made  at  the  mint;  the.  amount  of  disbursement,  on  account  of  the  establishment ; the 
amount  allmved  for  wastage  ; the  amount  retained  of  deposits,  and  the  amount  gained  on  the  coinage  of  copper,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  institution  to  the  3io'f  December,  1811. — Accompanying  a letter  from  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  laid 
before  the  house  of  representatives.  April  1-3, • 181-2.  .*  Dollars. 


497.905  00 
608|340  06 
5,293  78 


Titlue  of  gold,  silver  and  copper  coinage  made  at  the  mint,  to- the  31st  December.  1810, 

of  gold  coins- made  from  the  1st  January  to  the  3lst  December,  1811,  per  account  A, 
of  silver  coins  made  from  the  1st  January  to  the  31st  December,  1811,  per  said  account, 
of  copper  coins  made  from  the  1st  January  to  the  3lst  December,  1811.  per  account  B, 

Tot9l  value  of  gold,  silver  and  copper  coins, 

Net  charge  on  the  coinage  of  gold,  silver  and  copper  to  the  3'lst  December,  1810,  per  account  ren- 
dered, Dolls.  380,582  58  5 

Add  amount  gained  on  the  coinage  of  copper  to  the  same  period,  37,331  52  5 


From  the  above  deduct  amount  of  wastage  on  gold  and  silver  to  same  period 
Also  the  amount  retained  from  deposits  to  the  same  period, 


35,431  11  5 
4,063  17  5 


417,914  11  0 


31,367  94  0 


Add  amount  disbursed  on  account  of  the.  establishment  from  1st  January  to  the  31st  December,  1811, 
Add  also  the  amount  of  wastage  on  gold  and  silver  to  the  31st  December,  1810, 

Do.  do.  on  gold  and  silver  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1811. 


35,431  11  5 
4,438  70  0 


From  the  above  deduct  the  amount  retained  from  deposits  to  31st  December,  1810, 
Also  the  amount  retained  from  deposits  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1811, 


39,869  81  5 


4,063  17  5 
358  27  5 


Deduct  amount  gained  on  the  coinage  of  copper  from  the  commencement  of  the  institution  to  the  31st  December,  1811 
; as  per  statement  herewith  marked  B, 

Net  amount  chargeable  to  the  coinage  of  gold,  silver  and  copper,  from  the  commencement  of  the  institution  to  the 
3ist  December,  1811,  including  the  cost  of  lots,  buildings,  machinery,  &c.  &c. 

COMPTROLLER’S  OFFICE,  March  26th,  1812. 

I AND.  ROSS,  Clerk. 


9,477,614  71  0 


1,111,538  78  O 


10,589,153  49  O 


386,546  17  0 
24,506  28  0 


35,448  36  5 


446,500  81  5 
37,161  97  5 


Dollars. 
409,338  84 


Banks  in  Rhode-Island. 


Present  state  of  the  banks  in  the  state 
Island,  agreeably  to  the  returns  made 
neral  assembly  at  the  last  session — 
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The  importance  of  the  preceding  table  is  much 
enhanced  by  its  effect  annually  to  counteract  the 
speculative  attempts  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  by  misrepresentations  to  congress,  as  in 
the  instance  now  before  the  senate, 

N.  B.  The  total  of  the  U.  States  lands  for  sale, 
including  Louisiana,  exceed  60Q, 000,000  acres. 


A NEW  STATEMENT  FROM  BLODGET  S STATISTICAL 
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American  Cotton  Mills. 

The  following  statement  of  the  cotton  manufactories 
situate  within  thirty  miles  of  Providence,  R.  1. 
were  first  given  to  the  public  several  months  ago. 
From  later  information  we  venture  to  say,  that 
there  are  now  running  in  the  mills  undernamed, 
at  least  eighty  thousand  spindles.  Such  is  the 
practical  operation  of  the  orders  in  council  and 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 


Taivns.  Factories. 

Providence,  R.  I.  1 

North  Providence  5 

Johnston  2 

Cranston  4 

Cumberland  2 

Smithfield  3 

Scituate  3 

Gloucester  2 

Warwick  9 

Coventry  5 

Exeter  1 

-South  Kingston  1 


Spindles  in 

No.  of  spindles 

operation. 

which  might  run  in 
the  buildings. 

540 

1250 

3592 

6700 

1382 

2700 

1100 

2988 

412 

412 

4188 

5800 

2688 

4000 

' 72 

432 

10757 

17856 

5124 

12800 

400 

800 

408 

408 

38 30663 56246 


there  is  an  ex  post  facto  operation  ; for  it  cannot  be 
condemned  until  after  a declaraCton  of  tear  against 
the  nation  of  people  to  whom  it  belonged.  The 
whole  proceeds  of  the  property  thus  seized  and  con- 
demned are  vested  in  the  king,  and  he,  or  his  minis- 
ters, may  use  them  as  he  pleases  whlnoutthefoi'mula 
of  an  appropriation  by  parliament. 

About  one  hundred  years  ago  all  the  prizes  taker, 
during  war  were  considered  as  the  right  of  the 
monarch.  Rut  to  encourage  depredations  on  the 
enemy,  it  has  been  the  uniform  custom,  for  many 
years  past,  to  give  them  up  to  the  captors. 

The  present  value  of  the  funds  vested  in  the  king, 
under  the  denomination  of  Droits  of  Admiralty , is 
said  to  equal  eight  millions  sterling.  This  amount 
will  be  prodigiously  increased  if  the  British  govern- 
ment are  led  to  believe  that  war  with  the  United 
States  is  inevitable — for  there  are  no  persons  that 
know7  better  than  they,  that  “ possession  is  eleven 
points  of  the  law.” 

From  this  fund  issues  the  corruption  of  parliament 
— the  ministry  being,  in  the  most  extensive  mean- 
ing of  the  word,  irresponsible  to  the  people  for 
using  it. 


Massachusetts  within  30  miles  of  Providence. 


Rehoboth 

8 

5250 

9438 

Attleborough 

4 

1200 

4460 

Taunton 

1 

800 

1000 

Dighton 

4 

2775 

7000 

Wrentham 

1 

260 

260 

Merton 

2 

480 

2400 

Mansfield 

2 

360 

1600 

Medway 

2 

1000 

1500 

Franklin 

1 

200 

400 

,Murdon 

1 

3392 

11000 

Dedham 

1 

654 

1200 

Walpole 

1 



800 

Canton 

2. 

1000 

2400 

— 30 17371 43458 


Connecticut,  within  30  miles  of  Providence. 


Pom  fret 

1 

■ 1560 

•3000 

Plainfield 

3 

1060 

3096 

Sterling 

1 

2000 

Thompson 

2 

2300 

Killingly 

1 

800 

1500 

8 3420- 

11896 

76  51454 

111600 

Each  spindle  will  produce  yarn  enough  weekly  to 
make  two  and  an  half  yards  of  cloth  of  the  value  of 
30  cents  per  yard.  The  number  of  spindles  now  in 
operation  will  therefore  produce  sufficient  yarn 
when  wove  to  make  in  each  week  128,635  yards  of 
cloth,  worth  $ 96,476  25. 


French  Naval  Force. 

IN  THE  MEDITERRANEAN— APRIL  1611. 


GUNS.  GUNS, 

120  Adrien  40 

120  La  Danse  40 

120  La  r lore  40 

80  Proserpine  36 

74  Themise  36 

74  La  Naviere  30 

74  i La  Baleine  30 

74  I Durance  30 

74  j La  Girafe  30 

74  ! La  Caravan  30 

74  ! La  Victorieuse.  2:1 

74  ! La  Tactique  20 

74  | L’Abeille  3 8 

40.  I Le  Courier  26 

40  ] L’Endymion  26 

40  | Janus  16 

40  La  Laguaie  1 @ 

40  | La  Fieche  10 

— since  fitted  out,  Monarque,  Sceptre 

all  of  the  line,  and  one  frigate. 
Building,  four  ships  of  the  line,  and  one  frigate. 
Russian  ships,  Moscow  74,  St.  Pierre  -64,  unser- 
viceable, cut  down  for  hulks. 

would  be  a desirable  thing  to  obtain  a com- 
plete list  of  the  French  navy,  at  the  present  date. 


Majestreuse 

Austerlitz 

Commerce  de  Paris 

Donaurert 

Utm 

Danube 

Breslaw 

Suffrem 

Genois 

Magnimme 

Ajax 

La  Boree 

Hannibal 

Penelope 

Pomone 

Paulina, 

Amelia 
Incomptible 
New  ships 
and , 


Droits  of  Admiralty. 

The  frequent  use  of  this  phrase  for  some  months 
past  induced  its  to  ascertain  what  it  means  ; and  to 
embody  the  result  of  our  enquiries  for  the  benefit  of 
others. 

Droits  [or  rights]  of  admiralty  are  very  valuable 
perquisites  of  the  British  crown.  They  consist  of 
the  produce  of  property,  or  prizes , detained,  or 
seized,  before  a declaration  of  ivar.  Such  as,  for 
instance,  the  Spanish  frigates,  captured  vi  ct  armis 
on  the  high  seas,  in  1796 — as  the  property  of  the 
Dutch  detained  in  May , 1S03,  though  war  was  not 
declared  until  July  following;  and  the  property  ofi 
the  Prussians , Danes,  &.c.  &c.  so  held  during  the 
present  wars  in  Europe,  by  order  of  the  British  go- 
vernment. Qn  the  property  so  sejj&d  or  detained 


The  Portuguese  Navy, 

Lying  in  the  Tagus,  anterior  to  the  emigration  »£ 
the  prince  regent  and  his  family,  &c.  to  Brazil,  con- 
sisted of  13  ships  of  74  and  80  guns 
14  frigates — 36  and  40  do. 
sloops  of  war  14  ami  28  do. 

2 schooners — 12  and  15  do. 

Some  of  these  were  unserviceable  and  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  French — butothers  were  excellent  v<es* 
sels.  The  chief  cause  of  the  high  interest  that  Great 
Britain  took  in  the  emigration  of  the  court  of  Por- 
tugal was  to  prevent  this  fleet  from  being  united 
the  forces  .of  France;  which,  it  is  pretty  well  un- 
derstood, her  naval  commander  on  that  station 
orders  to  seize,  if  the  priucg  regent  had  not  used  it 
as  he  did. 
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The  Spanish  Forces 

I«  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1807,  were  estimated 
as  below  ; Though  the  state  of  things  have  niateri 
ally  changed  in  several  places  since  that  time,  it  may 
serve  to  add  to. the  stock  of  general  information — 

Cadiz,  Sept.  1,  1807. — The  Spanish  colonies 
are  in  the  best  state  of  defence.  New-Spain  9500 
regular  troops,  and  2 4-, 000  militia — In  the  province 
of  Guatimala,  there  are  1088  regulars,  and  7560 
militia.  In  Jucatan  there  are  2000  men  capable  of 
bearing  arms  ; in  Cuba  1560  ; in  Florida  2000  ; at 
Port  Rico  4100  ; in  the  province  of  Venezuela  9000  ; 
in  New- Grenada  1 1000  ; along  the  river  La  Plata 
21,000,  in  Peru  11}200  in  Chi!k3550  in  the  Philip 
pine  islands  12,000  ; — making  in  the  whole  129,053. 
These  may  be  doubled  in  case  of  need,  as  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Spanish  colonies  are  zealous  for 
the  defence. 

The  Spanish  army  in  Europe  consists  of  thefol 
lowing  corps:  royal  guards  650;  guards  3000  ; the 
king’s  carbiniers  73,000  ; infantry  of  the  line  92,240, 
inclusive  of  six  Swiss  regiments  ; light  infantry, 
7C0Q  ; artilery,  6Q00  ; corps  of  engineers  1395  ; ca- 
valry, 18,000  ; and  militia,  50,000,  making  a total 
of  251,256  men. 


The  Princely  Triumvirate. 

George,  Frederick.,  and  William  Gublph. 

Prince  regent — commander  in  chief  of  the  forces — and 
admiral  of  the  fleet. 

THE  PRINCE  REGENT 
of  the  united  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
was  born  on  the  12th  of  August,  1762  ; and  is,  there- 
fore, in  his  fiftieth  year.  In  early  life,  he  was  mar- 
ried, according  to  the  ordinances  of  the  church  of 
England,  to  a most  interesting  and  accomplished 
lady,  Mrs.  Fitzherbert.  This  solemn  engagement 
after  some  years  continuance,  was  declared  null  and 
void,  and  he  took  for  his  second  wife  “ a princess 
of  the  illustrious  house  of  Brunswick,”  to  use  the 
language  of  the  court.  He  soon  treated  this  wife 
with  the  most  disgusting  coolness  and  contempt, 
and  “ eloped  from  her  bpd  and  board,”  and  moreo- 
ver accused  her, of  inContinency,  though  he  himself 
was  known,  to  every  bavyd  in  the  metropolis  as 
among  the  most  profligate  creatures  “ within  the 
bills  of  mortality.”  An  inquiry,  known  by  the 
name  of  “ the  delicate  investigation ,”  was  had,  and 
the  lady,  in  due  time,  honorably  acquitted.  Gepr^g 
however,  acknowledges  a female  child  this  woman 
had,  born  January  7,  1796,  within  a year  after  he 
coupled*  with  her. Thu  girl  called  Charlotte -Caroline - 
Augusta,  is  16  years  old,  represented  to  have  quite 
as  much  sense  as  belongs  to  the  family,  and  report- 
ed to  be  designed  as  a wife  to  the  young  prince  of 
Orange,  son  of  the  ex  stadholder  of  Holland,  as 
soon  as  the  parties  arrive  at  maturity.  If  this  match 
is  not  agreed  upon,  she  may  be  unable  to  please  her 
fancy  among  the  few  ‘‘legitimate  princes”  that  yet 
reign  in  Europe  ; mount  the  throne  as  a maiden, 
and  be  the  second  “ virgin  queen”  of  England ! 

The  support  of  the  prince  regent,  from  the  time 
of  his  birth  to  the  present  Say,  (49  years)  has  cost 
the  British  nation,  by  direct  annuities  only,  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  ; he  has  also  received  excessive 
free-gifts”  Sr om  the  parliament,  oir.  several  occa- 
sions. Besides,  his  debts,  then  amounting  to  more 
than  two  millions  of  dollars,  were  paid  bv  the  pco 
pie  in  1787.  In  eighty  ears  afterwards  his.promisso 

* The  union  deserves  no  better  name. 


ry  note  for  £ 500  would  not  sell  for  50  shillings  In 
the  money  market,  and  government  again  interfered 
to  suport  the  “ dignity  of  the  heir  apparent” — his 
debts  were  paid  from  the  public  purse  a second 
time,  on  which  occasion  they  amounted  to  £ 630,890 
4s.  4<d.  ($2,842,112.)  Since  then  he  was  relieved, 
but  we  do  not  recollect  to  what  amount,  and  the 
London  papers  no  to  state  it  as  gratifying  intelli- 
gence, that  his  debts  proposed  to  be  paid  by  a 
vote  of  parliament,  do  not  exceed  £600,000 — only 
$ 2,664,000  ! It  is  understood  that  Perceval  and  Co. 
have  agreed  to  discharge  these  demands  as  the  price 
of  their  places  in  the  ministry  ; and  it  is  further  in- 
sinuated (and  from  the  morality  of  the  court  of  St. 
James * the  thing  is  probable  enough)  that  they  are 
further  to  procure  for  him  a divorce  from  his  wife, 
on  the  plea  of  want  of  chastity  before  marriage ! 

This  limb  of  royalty  has  cost  the  British  nation — 
that  is  his  own  personal  or  individual  support,  about 
$ 800,000  on  an  average,  for  every  year  of  his  life, 
independent  of  his  fixed  annuities  and  public  free 
gifts,  receiving  large  portions  of  the  “ candle-ends 
and  cheese-parings ” of  a profligate  government. — 
No  wonder  that  “ two  fifths  of  the  laboring  poor 
are  paupers” — no  wonder  that  the  spinner  or 
weaver  by  toiling  sixteen  hours  in  every  twenty-four, 
is  hardly  able  to  furnish  a wife  and  two  or  three 
small  children  with  a sufficiency  even  of  the  coars- 
est bread ! This  man,  George  Guelph,  without 
doing  any  thing  to  compensate  the  least  atom  of  the 
expenditure,  has  consumed  the’  whole  proceeds  of 
three  thousand  men , for  forty-nine  years,  admitting 
that  each  of  them  earned  one  dollar  per  day  ! There 
is  no  language  that  can  paint  his  debaucheries  in 
their  true  colors — all  that  French  ingenuity  could 
devise,  and  British  strength  perform,  were  concen- 
trated, consolidated  and  systematized  by  him  and 
his  profligate  colleagues.  Nay,  the  graces  of  the 
South  Sea  islanders  were  impressed  into  his  service, 
and  more  than  an  Otaheitean  could  do  was  transacted 
in  the  brothels  of  the  British  prince  ! Such  pur- 
suits are  yet  continued.  Public  report  said  he  was 
confined  with  asprained  ancle.  How  he  met  this  dis- 
aster was  not  so  generally  known.  A caricature 
engraving,  exposed  to  common  view  in  the  windows 
of  the  print  shops  of  London,  solves  the  mystery. 
He  appears  to  have  been  trespassing  on  a delicate 
property  belonging  to  lord  Holland ; who,  seizing 
him  in  the  fact,  fell  upon  him  and  blacked  his  royal 
eye,  slapped  his  royal  jaws,  and  terminated  the  af- 
fair by  literally  kicking  him  down  stairs,  by  which 
his  royal  ancle  was  sprained,  &c. 

The  prince  regent  has  not  corhabited  with  his 
wife  for  many  years.  She  has  a separate  alio  war  ce 
“ suited  to  her  dignity” — say  $26,64(0  per  annum. 
The  queen  born  girl  receives  about  $32,000  for  pin- 
money,  &c. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  this  disgusting  detail  ? We 
answer  and  sav — there  are  many  in  the  United  States 
who  have  a hankering  after  royalty ; and  some  of 
our  young  people  are  accustomed  to  think  of  kings 
and  princes  as  a sort  of  angels,  possessing  superior 
intelligence  and  greater  powers  of  mind  than  man- 
kind in  general  ; though,  in  truth,  the  very  reverse 
is  the  fact.  Few  of  the  old  stock  of  princes  have  pos- 
sessed the  common  understanding  of  their  species. 
Of  this  description  of  persons  there  are  at  present 
only  nine  of  whose  endowments  we  have  any  know- 
ledge— viz.  the  emperors  of  Russia  and  Austria — 
the  kings  of  Denmark,  Prussia,  England  [Ferdi- 
nand] Spain,  Sicily.  Sardinia,  and  the  prince  re- 
gent of  Portugal.  There  is  not  one  shining  cha- 
racter amongst  them.  The  four  first  may  be  con- 
sidered as  men  of  ordinary  capacities  and  intelli* 
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gence,  but  as  nothing  more,  though’ the  fountains 
of  wisdom  were  freely  opened  to  them,  and  immense 
sums  of  money  expended  to  educate  them — but  the 
live  last  are  absolute  madmen,  fools,  or  ignoramuses. 
The  whole  range  of  creation  affords  no  parallel  to 
this—  there  is  nothing  to  compare  it  to  in  any  other 
walk  of  life.  Among  all  the  sovereigns  that  have 
reigned  in  Europe  for  three  hundred  years  past, 
(that  is,  of  those  lineally  descended  in  the  paternal 
and  maternal  line,  immediately  from  kings  and 
pr  inces)  we  find  in  the  whole  horde  but  one  indivi- 
dual, Frederick  of  Prussia,  who  can  be  spoken  of 
as  possessing  more  than  common  talents,  notwith- 
standing the  superior  advantages  they  enjoyed. — 
This  defect  may  be  naturally  accounted  for.  it  is 
known  to  every  observant  farmer  that  animals, 
plants  and  vegetables  depreciate  if  their  stock  is  not 
changed.  This  hint  may  suffice — and  plead  the  ex 
^use,  why  kings  and  princes  are  greater  fools  than 
other  men. 

Ilovv  different  is  the  truth  as  here  stated,  from  the  as- 
sociation ofideas  thatseizes  the  young  mind  when 
kings  and  princes  are  mentioned!  Instead  of  referring 
tothefaithf  .1  pages  of  history  for  useful  information, 
the  heads  of  our  youth  are  filled  with  incongruous 
ideas  instilled  by  villainous  tales  and  profligate  roman- 
ces, in  which  kings,  lords  and  ladies,  the  heroes  and 
heroines  of  the  story,  are  painted  as  excelling  all 
the  rest  of  mankind.  Though  the  tale  is  known  to 
be  fictitious,  the  constant  repetition  of  such  notions 
makes  a powerful  and  lasting  impression.  Reason 
pleads  in  vain,  and  in  despite  of  truth  and  knowledge, 
no  sooner  does  the  idea  of  a king  o:  lord  pass  the  mind 
than  it  apprehends  something  great,  exalted  and  no- 
ble. Who  can  easily  reconcile  himself  to  believe 
that  th ^princess  Anna- Maria  Louisa- Matilda-Frede- 
rica-Charlotte  can  be  old  and  ugly — and  more  like 
one  of  the  withered  hags  that  Shakspearx  conjured 
up  to  dance  round  the  chaldron  in  his  famous  trage- 
dy of  Macbeth,  than  a Houri  of  Mahomet  ? What  a 
pathos  would  it  be  to  say  that  the  princess  royal  of 
England  was  sitting  in  the  chimney  corner  darning  a 
hole  in  the  heel  of  her  stocking  ? — yet,  verily,  she  has 
done  this,  for  Charlotte  is  a “ notable  housewife.” 
How  absurb  would  it  seem  to  say,  that  madam,  his 
governess  was  slapping  the  king  of  rome  because 
he  would  not  go  to  sleep,  though  the  fact,  perhaps, 
frequently  occurs  ? We  do  not  read  of  such  things 
in  novels  and  romances — and  the  vulgar  idea  is, 
Wiat  princes  and  nobles  are  brave,  gallant , and  wise 
— young,  beautful,  and  beneficent — though,  as  be- 
fore is  clearly  shewn,  they,  are  among  the  most  de- 
graded, the  most  wretched,  and  most  brutal  of  their 
species. 

If  this  digression  appears  tedious  to  some  it  wiH 
not  prove  useless  to  all.  Let  the  people  see  the  light, 
discerning  the  hidden  things  of  royalty  they  will 
become  more  zealous  citizens  and  better  republicans. 
As  this  contempt  shall  be  excited  for  the  rotten  sys- 
tems of  the  world,  they  will  cleave  to  the  glorious’ 
dispensations  of  the  new  ; and  rally  round  the  stan- 
dard of  their  country,  as  the  sheet  anchor  pf  felici- 
ty andjoy. 

[When  we  sat  down  to  write  this  article  it  was 
our  design  in  this  place,  as  intimated  in  a late  mini 
her  of  theREoisTF.R,  to  have  given  a political  history 
of  the  prince  regent ; but,  on  examination,  we  found 
our  materials^  as  yet  too  scanty  for  the  purpose, 
and  shall,  therefore,  postpone  it  for  the  present.] 

THE  DUKE  OF  YORK— Field  Marshall 
And  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  land  forces,  is, 
the  second  son  of  George  and  Charlotte  Guelph. — 
Without  any  of  the  good  qualities  of  his  eldest  bro- 


ther, tor  George  is  liberal,  hospitable  and  polite,  he 
partakes  abundantly  of  all  his  vices.  He  is  besides 
a consummate  fcol  and  a blockhead — his  letters  to 
Mrs.  Clark,  his  “ dear  angel are  among  the  most 
beggarly  compositions  that  ever  were  gi\en  to  the 
public,  and  beneath  the  talents  and  capacity  of  a 
school-boy  ten  years  old.  Frederick  was  long  re- 
garded as  the  hope,  of  the  high  aristocracy  of  Eng- 
land, being  one  of  the  greatest  sticklers  for  “dignity' 9 
in  Europe,  though  as  pitiful  a wretch  as  lives  upon 
its  wide  extended  surface.  In  1791  lie  married 
Char  kite  Ulrica  Catharine,  prmcess-ioval  of  Prus- 
sia ; but  soon  deserted  her  bed,  and  devoted  himself 
to  the  service  of  harlots.  About  three  years  ago 
he  quarrelled  with  one  of  them,  since,  become 
famous  for  her  devclopements,  named  Mary  Anne 
Clark  ; it  appears  that  during  her  connection  with 
the  “ royal  duke”  this  lady  had  established  a regu- 
lar mai  ket  for  the  sale  of  commissions  in  the  army 
nay  that  she  also  made  some  appointments  in  the 
church.  The  shameful  exposure  compelled  the 
king  (or  the  ministry)  to  deprive  him  Ostensibly  of 
his  command.  He  was  succeeded,  in  appearance 
by  sir  David  Dundas,  but  reinstated  by  his  brother 
the  regent. 

Frederick  Guelph  was  born  Sept.  29,  17f>3 — when 
about  two  years  old  he  was  created  bishop  of  Osna- 
burg  (don’t  laugh,  Isay  a bishop!)  a situation  at 
that  time  in  the  gift  of  his  father,  in  Germany. — ■ 
The  revenues  were  about  16,000  pounds  sterling 
per  annum  ; but  he  performed  the  episcopal  office 
by  half-starved  journeymen.  Osnaburg  at  this  time 
forms  a part  of  Jerome  Bonaparte' s nominal  king- 
dom of  Westphalia.  Besides  the  revenue  from  his 
bishopric  his  salaries,  fees,  perquisites,  and  in- 
come, received  from  the  British  nation  in  various 
shapes  and  forms,  most  have  averaged,  from  the 
time  of  his  birth  to  the  present  day,  from  200  to 
250,000$  per  annum.  His  wife  has  also  a separate 
allowance  from  government  of  *£6000  (26,640$)  ■<*. 
year,  for  “pin  money.”  He  is  a most  contempti- 
ble creature,  wanting  only  a pair  of  long  ears  to 
give  him  the  appearance  of  what  he  really  is. 

THE  DUKE  OF  CLARENCE  ; 

ADMIRAL  OF  THE  FLEET.  A 

William  Ffenry  Guelph,  is  the  third  son  of  their  ma- 
jesties. He  succeeded  the  late  sir  Peter  Parker  in 
this  high  and  honorable  station,  without  an  v recom- 
mendation but  the  accident  of  birth,  for  he  is  untL- 

nimously  considered  to  be  a coward,  and  is  a sot . 

The  place  was  always  heretofore  given  to  the  oldest 
admiral  on  the  list — but  the  prince  regent  preferred 
his  royal  brother,  raising  him  over  the  h eads  of  ma- 
ny gallant  men.  William  Henry  is  a libertine  and 
an  ignoramus.  For  twenty  years  past  he  has  lived 
in  open  communication  with  the  famous  actress,, 
Mrs.  Jordan,  or,  as  Cobbett  calls  her,  “ Mother  Jor- 
dan .”  Her  conduct  for  several  years,  ex  cent  in  the 
existing  connection,  has  been  represented  as  highSy 
prudent  and  correct  ; though  before  its  commence- 
ment she  was  said  to  be  the  most  complete  wanton 
that  ever  lived,  and  to  have  boasted  of  entertaining  the 
three  royal  brothers.  She  has  ten  children  hy 
the  prince ; five  sons  and  five  daughters,  whose 
education  she  has  carefully  attended  to.  She  has 
been  treated  with  great  respect  bv  the  nobility  of 
England,  having  presided  at  several  feasts  her  para- 
mour gave  to  some  of  the  best  blood  of  the  land, 
lords  and  ladies.  In  the  early  part  of  their  con- 
nection this  drunken  prince  permitted  her  to  play 
on  the  stage,  and  more  than  all,  was  mean  enough 
personally  to  receive  her  wages  rrorn  the  managers 
(about  $409  a night)  and  appropriate  them  tc'hte 
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own  privy  purse.  A few  months  ago  he  left  his  old 
companion  and  commenced  fortune  hunter : he  paid 
his  addresses  to  several  of  the  wealthiest  peeresses 
in  England,  and  was  indignantly  rejected,  but  we 
m e told  he  Has  lately  found  one  so  much  dazzled 
with  the  V splend  d alliance ” as  to  prostitute  her 
person  and  give  up  her  property  to  this  infamous  de- 
bauchee, in  exchange  for  it. The  princes  and 

princesses  of  England,  by  the  royal  marriage  act, 
passed  in  the  12th  year  of  the  reign  of  the  present 
Icing,  may  contact  matrimonial  alliances,  even 
without  the  consent  of  the  king,  provided  they  give 
the  privy  council  twelve  months  notice  of  their  in 
Jtention,  and  previous  to  the  time  so  appointed,  both 
houses  of  parliament  do  not  declare  their  disapproba 
tio.n  of  the  proposed  union.  William  Henry  was  born 
in,  1 765, 

On  the  whole,  there  are  14princesand  princesses, 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  present  king,  besides 
some  incumbrances  of  his  brothers  and  sisters.  The 
rest  of  the  sons  are  as  profligate,  though  not  yet 
quite  so  famous,  as  the  three  eldest.  Edward  Guelph 
is  a general  in  the  army  : he  had  a command  some 
years  ago  in  Nova,  Scotia,  and  resided  a considerable 
time  in  Canada.  His  excursion  in  Vermont  where, 
we  are  told,  he  suffered  a kicking  from  a tajdor,  is 
familiar  to  most  of  our  readers.  Prince  Adolphus 
was  legally  married  to  lady  Augusta  Murray,  first  at 
Rome  and  afterwards  in  England,  but  he  put  her 
away,  on  a proposition  from  his  “ royal  father**  to 
pay  his  debts.  These  princes  and  prinoesses  cost 

the  nation  more  tha .nfive  millions  of  dollars  a year  ! 


The  Orders  in  Council, 

It  would  have  afforded,  us  much  pleasure  to  have 
laid  before  our  readers  some  of  the  speeches  in  the 
British  parliament  on  the  several  motions  made  in 
the  two  houses,  to  address  the  prince  regent  to  re 
voke  he  far  famed  orders  in  council : but  the  pro 
ceedings  of  congress,  still  in  session,  and  other 
matters  of  mo^e  immediate  interest  to  the  Ameri 
can  people,  continue  to  flli  the  whole  portion  of  the 
paper  allotted  to  general  political  matter,  as  the 
views  and  taste  of  a great  variety  of  readers  must  be 
subserved. 

Messrs.  Brougkman,  Whitbread  and  a few  others, 
in  the  house  of  commons,  and  the  earl  of  Lauder- 
dale (chiefly)  in  the  house  of  lords,  supported  their 
motions  as  aforesaid,  with  great  force  and  eloquence 
and  at  considerable  length,  but  without  effect,  as  has 
already  been  noticed.  In  the  discussion,  pro  and 
con,  the  true  nature  of  the  orders  in  council  are  clear- 
ly manifested  ; and  it  is  certainly  shewn  the  present 
ministry  will  not  abandon  them. 

We  have  never  believed,  whatever  any  gentleman 
might  say  in  congress  or  oat  of  congress,  that  the 

real  design  of  their  orders  was  misconceived the 

hollow  pretence  pf  retaliation,  on  which  the  friends 
of  the  British  ministry  have  justified  them,  is 

now  stripped  even  of  its  cob-web  covering - 

They  stand  naked  and  confessed,  as  designed  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  force  a trade  to  France,  and 
the  continent  generally,  through  the  British  ports, 
according  to  the  favorite  theories  of  the  Sheffield's 
and  Liverpool*  of  the  day,  as  laid  down  by  Mr.  Ste- 
phens in  his  famous  pamphlet  entitled  “ war  in  dis 
gdije.”  ft  is  a chpice  saving  yvith  Englishmen 
that. the sea  is  theirs  ; and  in  the  discussion  above 
alluded  to,  the  fact  is  freely  acknowledged,  that 
these  orders  are  not  « retaliatory. hut  (to  use  the 
language  of  a leading  member  of  parliament)  “ a 

SYSTEM  OF  SELF  DEFENCE  TO  PREVENT  THE 


COMMERCE  OF  AMERICA  FROM  COMING  INTO 
CO  ALP E 1 Ip l ON  WITH  THE  COMMERCE  OF  ENG- 
LAND.” The  decrees  of  France  are  only  incident- 
ally mentioned  in  those  speeches  ; or  lugged  in  for 
“ setting  poles”  to  the  argument,  as  the  words 
“ your  honors,”  or  “ gentlemen  of  jury”  are  used 
by  special  pleaders  at  the  bar. 

The  truths  here  openly  avowed  ought  to  cause 
some  persons  in  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the 
rocks  and  mountains  to  cover  them. 

But  these  verbal  explanations  have  at  all  times' 
been  practised  upon  by  the  British  government. 
They  have  always  supplied  France  with  what  she 
wanted  ( Peruvian  bark  excepted!)  whenever  the 
emperor  would  permit  them.  If  Bonaparte  were  to 
grant  a license  for  the  purpose,  I cannot  doubt  but 
that  certain  London  merchants  could  obtain  leave 
to  supply  him  even  with  arms  and  ammunition,  so 
zealous  are  they  for  a trade  with  the  enemy ! — The 
least  relaxation  of  his  “ continental  system”  is  hail- 
ed as  a matter  of  great  exultation  and  joy — they 
gladly  send  him  what  he  pleases  to  admit,  and  ac- 
cept in  return  almost  any  thing  he  pleases  to  give 
them.  This  has  been  the  practice  for  j^ears,  and  yet, 
some  have  said  the  orders  in  council  were  “ retalia* 
Cry”  on  the  French  decrees  ! 

They  are  “ retaliatory” —not  upon  France,  but 
upon  the  United  States , for  presuming  to  offer  a 
commercial  “ competition”  with  “ the  sovereign  of 
the  sea.”  For,  after  capturing  our  vessels  bound, 
to  Fiance  and  so  violating  the  orders  in  council, 
the  same  vessels  and  cargoes  are  immediately  sent 
to  France  protected  by  the  British  cannon  /-—Many 
cases  of  this  kind  have  lately  occurred  ; a;nd  it  is 
utterly  impossible  for  any  man  to  mistake  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  these  British  edicts,  even 
without  reference  to  the  explanations  of  Air. 
Foster  ! — See  Weekly  Register,  vol.  1,  p.  421. 

The  trade  directly  carried  on  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France  is  immense  ; and  pursued  with 
astonishing  avidity  when  Bonaparte  grants  a tem- 
porary permission  ; in  doing  which  he  keeps  his 
eye  single  to  his  original  design  of  exhausting  his 
enemy.  He  is  a man  of  great  calcujation  and  fore- 
thought ; and  has  around  him  the  gr-  atest  number 
of  men  best  skilled  in  politics  and  war  that  ever 
were  assembled  in  council,  whose  honesty,  however, 
will  permit  them  to  use  any  means  to  effect  their 
master’s  object  that  Mr.  Perceval,  or  even  lord 
Castlereagh,  himself,  would  resort  to  ! — Yet  every 
American  vessel  carrying  the  same  kind  of  goods 
that  the  British  themselves  send  to  France,  or  laden 
wholly  with  the  produce  of  the  soil  of  the  United 
States,  bound  %o  France,  becomes  ipso  facto  a 
good  prize  the  moment  she  leaves  her  own  harbor. 
The  blockade  of  Europe  is  violated  in  the  Ckesapeake 
bay. 

The  condition — (which  is  that  we  shall  force 
France  to  receive  British  manufactures  !)  whereby 
these  orders  may  be  revoked,  is  long  known  to  us. 
It  is  ably  exposed,  in  all  its  arrogance  and  deformity, 
in  the  documents  published  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session  of  congress.  It  is  such  as 
we  have  not  a right  to  subscribe  to,  supposing 
us  willing  to  surrender  every  pretension  to  . ho- 
nor ; and  this  attempt  to  monopolize  the  trade  of 
the  world  must  be  submitted  to,  or  resisted.  We 
believe  our  government  will  speedily  resolve  on 
the  latter,  and  not  in  wordsonly,  as  they  have  here- 
tofore done.  There  is  no  hope  of  au  amicable 
adjustment.  The  present  ministry  will  not  be 
dismissed  bv  the  prince  regent,  unless  they  fai| 
to  supply  him  with  wealth,  women  and  wine ? 
‘with  the  droits  of  admiralty  (see  page  ) at  como 
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iriawl  this  cannot  easily  happen.  We  believe  that 
Perceval , Co.  are  more  firmly  fixed  in  their  places 
£han  any  ministry  that  has  governed  England  for 
years,  if  we  except  the  anticipation  that  the  poig- 
nant distress  of  the  people  may  excite  them  to  such 
deeds  as  shall  compel  a redress  of  their  grievances. 


Interesting  Sketch. 

(The  following  extract  is  taken  from  an  history  of 
the  American  war,  by  Hannah  Adams,  and  al 
ludes  to  the  defeat  we  sustained  from  the  British  on 
hong- Island,  Aug.  27,  1776,  and  celebrates  the 
virtues  of  a character  too  much  forgotten  by  his 
countrymen. ) 

Thus,  while  fond  virtue  wished  in  vain  to  save, 

Hale , bright  and  generous,  found  a hapless  grave j 
With  genius’  living  flame  his  bosom  glow’d, 

And  science  charm’d  him  to  her  sweet  abode. 

Iu  worth's  tair  path  his  feet  adventur’d  far, 

The  pride  of  peace,  the  rising  grace  of  war. 

In  duty  firm,  in  danger  calm  as  even, 

Xo  friends  unchanging,  and  sincere  to  Heaven. 

How  short  his  course,  the  prize  how  early  won— 

While  weeping  friendship  mourns  her  favorite  gone. 

Dwight , 

AFTER  this  unfortunate  engagement,  general 
Washington  called  a council  of  war,  who  determin 
ed  upon  an  immediate  retreat  to  New-York.  The 
intention  was  prudently  concealed  from  the  army, 
who  knew  not  whither  they  were  going,  but  ima- 
gined it  was  to  attack  the  enemy.  The  field  artille- 
ry, tents,  baggage,  and  about  9000  men,  were  con- 
veyed to  the  city  of  New-York,  over  East-river, 
more  than  a mile  wide,  in  less  than  thirteen  hours, 
and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  British,  though 
not  six  hundred  yards  distance.  Providence  in  a 
remarkable  manner  favored  the  retreating  army. — 
The  wind,  which  seemed  to  prevent  the  troops  get- 
ting over  at  the  appointed  hour,  afterwards  shifted 
to  their  wishes  ; towards  morning  an  extreme  thick 
fog  came  on,  which  hovered  over  Long-Island,  and, 
by  concealing  the  Americans,  enabled  them  to 
complete  their  retreat  without  interruption,  though 
the  day  had  begun  to  dawn  seme  time  before  it  was 
finished.  In  about  half  an  hour  after  the  Island 
was  finally  abandoned,  the  fog  cleared  off,  and  the 
British  were  seen  taking  possession  of  the  American 
lines. 

Perhaps  the  fate  of  America  was  never  suspended 
on  a more  brittle  thread  than  previously  to  this  me 
morable  retreat.  A spectacle  is  here  presented  of 
an  army,  destined  for  the  defence  of  a great  conti- 
nent, driven  to  the  narrow  borders  of  an  island, 
with  a victorious  army  of  double  its  number  in 
front,  with  navigable  waters  in  its  rear  ; constantly 
liable  to  have  its  communication  cut  off  by  the  ene- 
my’s navy,  and  every  moment  exposed  to  an  attack. 
The  presence  of  mind  which  animated  the  comman- 
der-in-chief in  this  critical  situation,  the  prudence 
with  which  all  the  necessary  measures  were  execut 
ed,  redounded  as  much  or  more  to  his  honor  than 
the  mo9t  brilliant  victories.  An  army,  to  which 
America  looked  for  s.afefy,  preserved — a general, 
who  was  considered  as  an  host  himself,  saved  for 
the  future  necessity  of  his  country  ! — Had  not, 
however,  the  circumstances  of  the  night,  of  the 
wind  and  weather,  been  favorable,  the  plan,  howe- 
ver well  concerted,  must  have  been  defeated.  To 
a good  Providence,  therefore,  are  the  people  of 
America  indebted  for  the  complete  success  of  an 
enterprize  so  important  in  its  consequences. 

This  retreat  left  the  British  in  complete  posses- 
sion of  Long- Island.  What  could  be  their  future 
operations  remained  uncertain.  To  obtain  informa- 
tion o,f  their  situation,  their  strength,  and  future 


movements,  was  of  high  importance.  For  this 
purpose  general  Washington  applied  to  colonel 
Kndwlton,  who  commanded  a regiment  of  light  in- 
fantry, which  formed  the  van  of  the  American  army, 
and  desired  him  to  adopt  some  mode  of  gaining  the 
necessary  information.  Col.  Knowlton  communi- 
cated this  request  to  captain  Nathan  Hale,  of 
Connecticut,  who  was  then  a captain  in  his  regi- 
ment. 

This  young  officer,  animated  by  a sense  of  duty, 
and  considering  that  an  opportunity  presented  itself 
by  which  he  might  be  useful  to  his  country,  at  once 
offered  himself  a volunteer  for  this  hazardous  ser- 
vice. He  passed  in  disguise  to  Long-Island,  ex- 
amined every  part  of  the  British  army,  and  obtained 
the  best  possible  information  respecting  their  situa- 
tion.and  future  operations. 

In  his  attempt  to  return  he  was  apprehended,  car 
ried  before  sir  William  Howe,  and  the  proof  of  his 
object  was  so  clear,  that  he  frankly  acknowledged 
who  he  was,  and  what  were  his  views. 

Sir  William  Howe  at  once  gave  an  order  to  the 
provost  marshal  to  execute  him  the  next  morning. 

This  order  was  accordingly  executed  in  a most 
unfeeling  manner,  and  by  as  great  a savage  as  eve: 
disgraced  humanity.  A clergyman,  whose  attend- 
ance he  desired,  was  refused  him  ; a bihle  for  a few 
moments  devotion  was  not  procured,  although  he 
requested  it.  Letters,  which,  on  the  morning  of 
his  execution,  he  wrote  to  his  mother  and  other 
friends,  were  destroyed  ; and  this  very  extraordina- 
ry reason  given  by  the  provost  marshal,  “ that  the 
rebels  should  not  know  they  had  a man  in  their 
army  who  could  die  with  so  much  firmness.” 

Unknown  to  all  around  him,  without  a single 
friend  to  offer  him  the  least  consolation,  thus  fell 
as  amiable  and  as  worthy  a young  man  as  America 
could  boast,  with  this,  as  his  dying  observation — 
that  “ he  only  lamented  that  he  had  but  one  life  to 
lose  for  his  country.” 

Although  the  manner  of  this  execution  will  ever 
be  abhorred  by  every  friend  to  humanity  and  reli- 
gion, yet  there  cannot  be  a question  but  that  the 
sentence  was  conformable  to  the  rules  of  war  and 
the  practice  of  nations  in  similar  cases. 

It  is,  however,  a justice  due  to  the  character  of 
captain  Hale  to  observe,  that  his  motives  for  en 
gaging  in  this  service  were  entirely  different  from 
those  which  generally  influence  others  in  similar 
circumstances. 

Neither  expectation  of  promotion,  nor  pecuniary 
reward,  induced  him  to  this  attempt.  A sense  of 
duty,  a hope  that  he  might  in  this  way  be  useful  to 
his  country,  and  an  opinion  which  he  had  adopted, 
that  every  kind  of  service  necesssary  to  the  public 

good  became  honorable  by  being  necessary wery 

the  great  motives  which  induced  him  to  engage  in 
an  enterprize  by  which  his  connexions  lost  a most- 
amiable  friend,  and  his  country  one  of  its  most  pro;v 
mising  supporters. 

The  fate  of  this  most  unfortunate  young  man  ex- 
cites the  most  interesting  reflections. 

To  see  such  a character,  in  the  flower  of  youth., 
cheerfully  treading  in  the  most  hazardous  paths,  in 
ftuenced  by  the  purest  intentions,  and  only  emulous 
to  do  good  to  his  country,  without  the  imputation 
of  a crime,  fall  a victim  to  policy,  must  have  been, 
wounding  to  the  feelings  even  of  his  enemies.  ^ 

Should  a comparison  be  drawn  between  major 
A'ndre  and  captain  Hale,-  injustice  would  be  done 
to  the  latter  should  he  not  be  placed  on  an  equal 
ground  with  the  former.  While  almost  every  histo- 
rian of  the  American  revolution  has  celebrated  the  ' 

virtues  and  lamented  the  fate  of  4ndi'C>  Hale  has  V 
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remained  unnoticed,  and  itis  scarcely  known  such 
a character  existed. 

To  the  memory  of  Andre,  his  country  have  erect- 
ed the  most  magnificent  monuments,  and  bestow 
ed  on  his  family  the  highest  honors  and  most  libe- 
ral rewards.  To  the  memory  of  Hale,  not  a 
stone  has  been  erected,  nor  an  inscription  to  pre- 
serve his  ashes  from  insult  ! ! 


Biographical. 

Adolphus  G.WERTMULLER,was  born  in  Stock- 
holm (Sweden)  and  educated  as  a portrait  and  his 
toric  painter.  After  his  first  travels  which  were 
deemed  necessary  to  the  confirmation  and  esta- 
blishment of  his  taste  and  some  good  practice,  he 
became  painter  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  by  whom 
lie  was  afterwards  introduced  to  the  court  of  France. 
He  resided  in  Paris  many  years  where  he  painted 
from  person,  the  king  (Louis  XVI.)  queen  and  most 
of  the  nobles.  He  was  a persevering  student,  and 
to  the  last  availed  himself  of  every  striking  object 
pertinent  to  his  profession.  He  was  well  known 
throughout  Europe ; not  more  as  an  artist  than  for 
’ strict  integrity,  temperance,  regular  activity,  po- 
liteness, sincere  friendship  and  defensive  courage. 
He  was  zealous  for  the  union  of  civil  order  and  li- 
berty— his  departure  from  Europe  to  this  country 
was  mentioned  with  regret  in  most  of  the  public 
prints,  as  a loss  of  one  of  the  best  artists.  He  was 
active  in  his  business  and  painted  in  Spain,  Portu- 
gal, at  Rome,  and  various  other  places ; he  was 
concerned  in  the  publishing,  in  a fine  style,  vari- 
ous chalk  engravings  of  nearly  all  the  fine  statues 
and  busts  in  Europe,  taken  immediately  from  the 
objects  ; some  of  the  originals  of  which  remain  in 
his  portfolios  and  many  copies. 

From  his  application  and  celebrity  he  had  accu- 
mulated an  independency  in  property,  aconsidera 
hie  part  of  which,  however,  was  lost,  as  well  by 
,the  French  revolution,  as  mis-placed  confidence  in 
persons  of  his  native  country. 

Mr.  Wertmuller’s  father  Was  an  apothecary  in 
Stockholm,  estimable  for  character  and  profession 
al  knowledge ; he  also  had  considerable  wealth.  His 
daughters  got  suitable  matches.  An  elder  brother 
of  Mr.  Wertmuller  is  an  eminent  physician,  but  has 
for  several  years  left  off  practice,  and  lives  very  in 
dependent  on  his  property. 

He  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  the  year  1794  — 
went  so  Sweden  in  1797,  to  settle  his  affairs  and  re- 
turned with  his  property  in  1799 — was  married  in 
1800,  presently  after  he  purchased  a farm  on  the 
Delaware,  below  Chester,  and  died  on  the  5th  day 
of  October,  1811,  having  bequeathed  all  his  pro 
perty  to  his  wife,  who  survived  his  loss  but  a lew 
weeks. 

The  piecefor  which  he  obtained  the  greatest  Ce- 
lebrity was  his  Danae,  for  which  he  had  been  offered 
in  America  fifteen  hundred  dollars — it  brought  him 
a rent  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a year.  His 
style  of  painting  was  high  finished,  fine  surface  and 
strong  character. 


George  Clinton — dead  ! 

( Having  formed  a resolution  sometime  ago,  to  pub- 
lish towards  the  close  of  the  year  a general  obitu 
arv  of  distinguished  or  remarkable  persons,  we 
have  refrained  from  noticing  the  deaths  of  some 
illustrious  and  revered  men.  But  this  general 
rule  must  be  laid  aside  in  cases  like  the  present. 
The  good  and  truly  great  Clinton  belonged  to 


the  nation ; and  all  men  deplore  his  death.  A 
sketch  of  life  and  character  shall  appear  hereafter 
— he  was  about  74  years  old.] 

Washington,  April  21. 

It  is  with  feelings  of  unmixed  veneration  for  the 
character  of  the  revolutionary  hero,  the  patriot  and 
statesman,  combined  in  one,  that  we  announce 
that  the  venerable  GEORGE  CLINTON  IS  NO 
MORE.  He  expired  about  9 o’clock  yesterday 
morning,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city,  after  an  ill^ 
ness  of  about  four  weeks  continuance. 

Immediately  after  the  annunciation  of  the  above 
melancholy  event,  both  houses  of  congress  adjourn- 
ed. They  meet  to  morrow  morning  earlier  than 
usuai  to  receive  the  report  of  their  joint  committee 
and  authorise  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
funeral  obsequies. 

ORDER  OF  PROCESSION 
For  the  funeral  of  the  hon.  George  Clinton,  late 
vice  ‘president  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  of  arrangement  will  attend  at  Mr. 
O’Neals,  the  late  residence  of  the  deceased,  this 
day  at  2 o’clock,  P.  M. 

A detachment  of  cavalry  from  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia, will  assemble  there  at  the  same  time. 

At  half  past  2 o’clock,  P.  M.  the  corpse  of  the 
vice  president  will  be  removed  from  Mr.  O’Neal’s, 
to  the  capitol,  in  charge  of  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement, escorted  by  the  cavalry. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  capitol,  the  corpse  will  be 
taken  from  the  hearse  and  deposited  in  the  capitol 
until  4 o’clock. 

At  4 o’clock  the  procession  will  move  in  the  fol- 
lowing order  : 

1.  The  cavalry. 

2.  The  marine  corps. 

3.  The  chaplains  to  both  houses  of  congress. 

4.  The  physicians  who  attended  the  deceased. 

THE  HEARSE. 


PALL  BEARERS. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  Mr.  Macon. 

Mr.  Sammons,  Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Sevier, 

Mr.  M.  Clay,  Mr.  Wright. 

6.  The  family  mourners. 

7.  The  president  of  the  United  States. 

8.  The  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate  of  the  Uni- 

ted States. 

9.  The  senate  of  the  United  States  as  chief  mourn- 

ers, preceded  by  their  president  pro  tem.  and 
secretary. 

10.  The  sergeant  at  arms  of  the  house  of  represen- 

tatives. 

11.  The  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 

States,  preceded  by  their  speaker  and  clerk, 

12.  The  heads  of  departments. 

13.  The  officers  of  government. 

14.  Citizens  and  strangers. 


Military  Affairs. 

Recruiting  for  the  additional  military  force  has 
commenced,  and  promises  to  proceed  vigorously 
and  with  much  success,  if  we  judge  from  the  facts 
which  have  come  to  our  knowledge.  By  the  28th 
of  last  March,  we  learn,  on  inquiry,  that  recruiting 
instructions  and  mopey  for  bounties,  &c.  were  for- 
warded to  every  quarter  of  the  country.  The  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  additional  milita- 
ry force  were  made  on  21st  of  February  ; on  the 
24<th  of  February  near  600  nominations  of  officers 
for  that  army  were  made  to  the  senate  ; on  the  12th 
of  March  those  nominations  wrere  confirmed  by  the 
senate,  and  within  three  days  thereafter  the  mails 
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carried  official  notices  of  appointment  to  the  offi 
cers  to  every  section  of  the  country.  The  law  for 
the  establishment  of  a quarter  master’s  department 
did  not  pass  until  the  28th  ult.  immediately  after 
which  the  recruiting  orders  were  issued.  We  have 
collected  these  facts,  in  order  to  explain,  to  those 
brave  spirits  whose  ardor  cannot  brook  delay,  the 
reason  why  the  hour  of  preparation  has  seemed  to 
them  to  “limp  so  tediously  aloQjn.”  Nat.  Intel. 

Major  Swift,  of  the  United  States  engineers,  has 
received  orders  from  the  war  department  to  visit 
the  fortifications  in  Georgia,  South-Carolina  and 
Virginia,  to  direct  proper  repairs  and  alterations,  and 
to  orders  supplies  of  all  necessary  ordnance  and 
stores  for  war,  to  repair  to  Washington,  and  report 
on  his  proceedings.  Bos.  Con. 

We  understand  that  Win.  Jones,  esq.  has  de- 
clined accepting  the  appointment  of  commissary 
general.  Bern.  Press. 

Gen.  Pinkney  has  accepted  the  commission  of  a 
major-general.  Fed.  Gaz- 

NOTES  OF  PREPARATION. 

The  appropriation  laws  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1812,  were  passed  about  the  21st  and  21th 
of  February  last,  and  were  known  here  about  the 
24th  and  27th.  The  woollen,  linen  and  cotton  gar- 
*ments  inspected,  since  the  5th  of  February  and  be- 
fore the  15th  of  April,  amount  to  eighty  six  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  sixty  four.  Besides  these, 
shoes,  hats  and  caps,  worsted  and  cotton  bands  and 
tassels,  cockades  and  eagles,  leathern  stocks,  stock 
clasps,  woollen  hose,  4 or  5 woollen  and  cotton 
blankets,  plumes,  epaulets,  great  coats,  bedsacks 
and  sheets,  cartouch  boxes  with  belts,  bayonet  belts 
And  scabbards,  camp  kettles,  axes,  axe  slings,  mus- 
kets, gun  powder,  salt  petre,  sulphur,  drums,  fifes, 
300  hospital,  horsemen’s  and  common  tents,  knap 
sacks,  haversacks,  &. c.  have  been  bought  or  made  ; 
materials  for  6 to  7000  tents,  have  been  purchased. 
The  duties,  powers  and  knowledge  of  the  business, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  purveyor’s  office,  end  with 
the  into,  the  public  arsenals  and  stores. 

Contracts  for,  and  purchases  of  various  articles 
to  a large  amount,  have  been  made  in  the  same 
time.  The  whole  of  this  business  has  been  done 
without  any  material  addition  to  theordinary  clerk 
ship.  There  was  a considerable  surplus  of  cloath- 
ing  and  materials  from  last  year  on  hand  in  Decem- 
ber, besides  the  above  mentioned.  Four  contracts 
for  woollen  blankets,  6000  cotton  blankets,  and 
25,000  yards  of  kersey,  besides,  many  others  have 
been  made  ; 80  to  90,000  pairs  of  shoes,  5000  horse- 
men’s swords,  and  a great  number  of  felt  caps  and 
hats  have  been  purchased.  [Bern.  Press. 

The  purveyor  of  public  supplies  advertises  for — 
5000  felling  axes  with  slings,  5000  iron  camp  ket- 
tles, 500  drums  with  sticks,  800  fifes,  2000  pick 
axes,  2500  spades,  2500  shovels,  25000  gun  slings, 
3000  dragoon  saddles,  3000  bridles,  double  bitted.  | 
3000  halters,  leather  stalls,  3000  forage  bags,  3000 
nose  or  feeding  bags,  3000  pair  of  holsters,  3000 
curry  combs  and  3000  brushes,  1000  fascine  hatch 
ets,  1000  grass  hooks,  700u  yards  of  picket  cord, 
3000  valises,  also  woollen  and  other  usual  supplies. 

Pennsylvania. — It  is  the  opinion  of  the  best 
informed,  those  who  have  the  best  opportunities  of 
information  and  who  feel  most  anxious  upon  the 
subject  that  the  arrr  < of  tips  state,  twenty 

nine  companies,  will  ■ . .npleted  in  three  months. 

PreM  | 

Zanesville,  ( OL.:,  Ipril 8. — Governor  Meigs 
has  received  orders  fro::,  the  president  of  the  Uni 
ted  States  to  raise  twelve  hundred  volunteers , to 


march  immediately  to  Detroit,  for  the  protection  of 
our  trontiers. 


Earthquake  in  Venezuela. 

The  following  are  all  tiie  particulars  vve  are  yet  able 
to  collect  respecting  the  melancholy  matter  to 
which  they  relate.  A more  distinct  and  perfect 
account  will  doubtless  be  published,  which  we 
shall  not  fail  to  lay  before  our  readers. 

Bv  the  arrival  of  the  schooner  Independence, 
Betts,  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  on  Wednesday  last, 
from  Laguavra,  we  learn  that  Caracas,  Laguayra, 
and  the  adjacent  villages  we.e  destroyed  in  a 

great  measure  by  an  Fvarthquake. Twenty  • 

five  hundred  in  Laguayra  and  about  ten  thou- 
sand in  Caracas  are  said  to  have  perished  in  the 
ruins.  One  American  alone  fell  a victim  to  the  ca- 
tastrophe, a Mr.  William  Cromwell,  of  New- York. 
The  first  and  severest  shock  at  Laguayra,  &.c.  was 
felt  at  4 p.  m.  on  the  25th  day  of  March  : four  shocks 
were  felt  on  the  night  following,  but  not  sufficiently 
severe  to  do  any  damage.  On  the  27th  all  the  sur- 
vivors were  employed  in  digging  the  dead  from  un  - 
der the  ruins,  from  whence  they  were  put  in  ligh- 
ters, carried  outside  of  the  shipping  and  thrown  then 
into  the  sea.  On  the  28th  of  March  the  sea  was  so 
rough,  that  they  desisted,  bu.lt  a large  fire  near  the 
wharf  and  burnt  forty  at  a time  in  one  fire.  On  the 
29th  the  stench  was  so  gr  eat  that  they  had  to  desist 
from  digging  up  any  more  from  under  the  ruins. — 
The  survivors  pitched  their  tents  on  the  plains  of 
Mogetaro.  On  the  4th  of  April  there  was  another 
very  heavy  shock  that  caused  the  vessels  to  tremble 
as  if  on  a ridge  of  rocks,  and  from  the  schooner 
Independence  the  mountains  were  seen  moving  like 
ships  in  a heavy  sea,  and  large  pieces  scaling  off 
them.  As  the  Independence  sailed  at  half  past  five 
p.  M.;  thedamageby  the lastshock  was  not  known. 

[Sun. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  at  La  Guoyra  to 
his  correspondent  in  this  city,  dated  La  Guayra 
April  \th  1812. 

The  dreadful  earthquake  which  has  laid  in  ruins 
the  cities  of  Caracas  and  Laguayra,  and  the  adja- 
cent country  by  which  more  than  5000  houses  have 
been  destroyed,  happened  on  the  26th  March,  at 
seven  minutes  past  4 o’clock,  the  explosion  was  so 
violent  that  it  buried  in  its  ruins  more  than  eight  or 
ten  thousand  persons. 

Extract  of  a letter  received  per  sc  hr.  Independence 
from  Laguayra. 

“ A few  days  prior  to  our  arrival,  this  town  was 
almost  destroyed  by  an  earthquake  ; it  commenced 
about  four  o’clock,  p.  m.  on  Thursday  the  26thj 
March  ; its  duration  was  about  four  minutes,  and] 
its  effects  horribly  destructive;  since  my  arrival,! 
there  have  been  a few  shocks,,  but  no  material  da  l 
mage  done.  Such  is  the  alarm  of  the  inhabitants! 
j that  the  town  is  entirely  deserted,  and  they  arenov.l 
living  without  the  walls,  beneath  little  tents  and] 
huts,  which  are  erected  merely  to  shelter  themj 
from  the  rain  and  heat  of  the  sun. 

“ It  is  not  within  the  compass  of  mv  ability  Um 
describe  to  you  the  misery  of  these  people  ; fear  an® 
despair,  grief  and  ruin,  have  completely  overwhelm™ 
ed  them.  Parents  have. escaped,  with  the  loss  cfl 
their  children  ; children  with  the  loss  of  their  paB 
rents,  and  very  few  without  the  loss  of  their  prol 
petty. — Already  five  bundled  persons  have  bee® 
found,  and  the  probability  is,  that  a greater  numb'jH 
still  remain  buried  beneath  the  ruins,  The  destrivW 
tion  at  Caracas  is  much  greater  ; 2500  bodies  hatfl 
been  thpowu  upon  a funeral  pile,  and  burned  aireadB 
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and  it  is  supposed,  from  5 to  10,000  souls  were  lost. 
Out  of  forty  churches  in  that  place  two  convents 
only  remain  standing.  Such  is  the  lamentable  situ- 
ation of  these  two  places,  that  it  will  be  a long  time, 
before  they  can  be  reinstated.  No  business  of  any 
nature  is  doing.  All  the  Americans  here  will  go  to 
Puerto  Cabello. 


French  weights  and  measures. 

The  killogramme  is  one  of  the  decimal  proportions  of  the  F rench 
system  of  weights,  which  by  a law  of  the  7th  of  April  1795,  was 
reduced  to  a rule  of  proportion  founded  on  the  measurement  of  a 
seetion  of  the  earth,  being  a tenth  part  of  the  distance  from  the 
pole  to  the  equator,  equal  to  30,784,440  feet  of  the  old  French 
measure,  which  is  well  known  to  be  68  parts  of  1000  longer  than 
she  British  ; or  the  English  foot  being  1000  parts,  the  old  foot  of 
France  was  1068. 

The  unit  of  the  new  French  meas«re  then  is  formed  in  this  way 
—•the  tenth  part  of  the  distance  abovementioned,  was  divided  into 
•ten  million  equal  lengths,  or  parts;  and  one  of  those  parts  was 
found  equal  to  so  much  of  the  old  measure  as  amounted  to  36 
inches,  11  lines,  (or  eleven-twelfths  of  an  inch)  and  296  thousandths 
of  a twelfth : and  the  denomination  given  to  this  part  was  a Greek 
word  meaning  measure , that  is  metre— a word  already  familiar  in  all 
languages  which  have  borrowed  from  the  Greek,  as  in  diametrc, 
jeetic  metre , geometry,  trigonometry,  baro meter,  eudiometer, 
&c.  &c. 

Weights  and  measures  were  determined  to  be  denoted  by  four' 
elementary  words,  or  words  characteristic  of  the  application  or 
nature  of  the  use  to  which  they  were  applied;  and  at  the  same 
time  of  a decimal  distribution,  subdivision,  or  collocation  of  the 
quantities ; .so  that  not  only  the  quantity  w as  told,  but  the  kind  of 
quantity  was  to  be  signified  by  the  word.— Thus  the  four  elemen- 
tary words  ift-e  metre,  lenghth— arc,  capacity —litre,  superficial  or 
surface,  length  and  breadth— grmmtie^  w'eight. 

The  metre  was  thus  made  the  elementary  term,  or  measure  of 
nil  other  measures  ; and  is  itself  the  sign  of  rectilineal  measure  or 
length,  the  square  metre  is  the  element  of  superficies  or  length  or 
breadth  : and  the  cubic  metre  is  the  measure  of  capacity,  as  length 
breadth  and  thickness. 

To  bring  the  system  of  measures,  of  capacity  and  r veight,  to 
correspond  with  the  exactness  of  the  length ; a cubic  metre  of 
water,  condensed  from  vapour  and  weighed  in  vacuo,  was  found  to 
correspond  in  weight  with  2041  pounds,  14  ounces,  and  14  grains 
of  the  old  French  measure  of  Paris.  This  quantity,  or  cubic  me- 
tre, was  divided  into  ten  million  parts,  or  proportions  also,  and 
was  designated  by  another  Greek  word,  gramtne,  which  means  a 
cubic  centimetre  of  v'atev. 

These  principles  being  established,  the  language  of  proportional 
parts,  in  order  to  be  rendered  simple  and  plain  and  universally 
•understood,  was  like  the  new  language  of  chemistry,  (so  happily 
and  with  so  much  advantage  already  in  universal  use)  to  be  new 
modelled. 

The  greatest  ingenuity  of  the  system  is  the  decimal  prefixture, 
which  by  combining  decimal  proportions  with  the  designation  of 
the  kind  of  measure,  simplifies  language  by  avoiding  circumlocu- 
tion. 'File  composite  words  or  prefixtures  were  of  two  classes,  the 
first  class  were  those  which  describe  decimal  subdivisions,  as  deci, 
centi,  mil  I i,  or  tens,  hundreds,  and  thousands ; the  second  class  were 
words  signifying-  collection  and  not  division,  deed,  10  times— hecf.o, 

100  times— kilo,  1,000  times— and  myria  10,000  times. Thus  the 

three  first  are  to  be  considered  as  divisors,  and  the  four  latter  as 
multipliers  ail  applicable  to  each  elementary  proportion  of  weight 
or  measure.  Thus  to  apply  the  new  language  of  weight  to  the 
quantity  of  any  article,  say  200,000  kilogrammes  of  wool,  n gramme 
recording  to  the  new  standard  is  equal  to  the  following  amount — 
LD  FRENCH— 18  grains  and  841,000  decimal  parts  of  a grain 
divided  into  a million  of  parts. 

'NGLISH —22  grains  and  966  decimal  parts  of  a grain,  divi- 

ded into  1000  parts,  or  wanting  oiiiy  34  parts 
of  a thousand  of  making  23  grains. 

Here  we  have  a knowledge  'of  the  exact  proportion— one  kilo- 
camme  is  1000  grammes,  or  1000  times  22  grains,  leaving  out  the 
4th.  part,  or  say  a kilogramme  is  15,446  grains  English.  A pound 
English  is  7,00.0  grains— multiply  by  kilogrammes  and  divide  by 
English  grains  amounting  to  a pound,  and  the  result  is  the  amount 
f 441,614  pounds  avoirdupoise.  ( Aurora . 


Newly  invented  Howitzer. 

TRANSLATED  FROM  THE  FRENCH. 

Lafere,  Nov.  20th,  1811. — Of  all  the  discove 
es  honorable  to  the  corps  of  artillery,  from  the 
“ys  of  general  Gribeaiival  down  to  our  time,  no 
ie  has  been  more  deserving  ol  praise  than  that  of 
! llanlroia ’ howitzer,  so  called  from  the  name  of  its 
iVentor,  late  colonel  of  artillery. 

This  howitzer  shoots  a shell  to  the  distance  ol 
00  toisesf  or  one  French  league  and  an  half.  The 
rps  of  artillery  of  the  imperial  guard,  having  by 


his  excellency  the  minister  of  war  to  make  the  pro- 
per experiments  with  this  new  invented  piece,  the 
order  was  executed  at  the  polygon  of  la  Fere  under 
the  direction  of  general  d’Aboville  commandant  of 
the  school,  together  with  the  inventor,  Mr.  Villan- 
trois.  The  result  of  those  experiments  surpassed* 
every  possible  expectation  ; they  had  been  for  along 
time  announced  and  expected  ; hence  the  curiosity 
of  an  amazing  crowd  of  spectators  had  been  excited, 
all  eager  to  see  the  effects  of  this  new  and  extraor- 
dinary war  engine,  the  bare  dimensions  of  which 
affrighted  the  eye.  Without  further  description,  it 
is  enough  to  say  that  the  piece  and  carriage  weigh 
ten  thousand  killogrammes|,  and  that  notwithstand- 
ing its  enormous  weight  is  as  easily  managed  as  the 
common  gammer  mortars  and  requires  no  greater 
number  of  men  to  work  it.  This  singular  advan- 
tage is  owing  to  the  particular  construction  of  the 
carriage,  said  to  have  befcn  invented  by  Mr.  de  Vii- 
lantrois. 

The  charge  of  this  howitzer  is  45  pounds  of  pow- 
der : the  weight  of  the  shell  180  pounds.  It  was 
thought  that  such  an  excessive  charge  would  pro- 
duce a most  dreadful  detonation  ; but  it  was  found, 
that  the  explosion  is  less  than  that  of  all  other  mor- 
tars hitherto  known — which  probably  proceeds 
from  the  particular  form  of  the  piece.  The  projec- 
tile takes  from  35  to  40  seconds  to  run  over  its  curb. 
The  greatest  height  of  the  thrown  is  of  600  toises 
or  thereabouts.  But  the  eye  cannot  (on  account  of 
the  swiftness  and  elevation  of  the  shell)  discover  ift 
in  the  space. 

After  this  discovery,  it  may  be  truly  said,  that 
French  artillerists,  who  it  appears  have  advanced 
rapidly  to  the  greatest  possible  perfection,  have 
found  means  of  shooting  their  projectiles,  to  a dis- 
tance unknown  to  all  other  artillerists.  The  range 
of  this  howitzer  exceeds  by  twelve  hundred  toises 
that  of  the  Congreve  rockets;  and  it  is  well  known 
that  our  artillerists  after  having  found  out  the  con- 
struction of  those  rockets  improved  upon  the  dis- 
covery, and  that  now  they  can  throw  them  to  a 
greater  distance  than  the  English  themselves. 


Parliamentary  Pleasantry. 

In  the  British  house  of  commons,  Jan.  24.  a 
Mr.  Wharton  moved  a grant  of  10,057  pounds 
sterling  towrards  erecting  a bridge  over  the  river 
Eden,  at  Carlisle. 

Sir  J.  Graham  advocated  the  motion  on  the 
ground  that  the  bridge  would  facilitate  the  entrance 
of  Irish  members,  and  gentlemen  into  England  ! 
(A  laugh.)  He  also  observed,  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland was  ready  to  bear  all  the  expences,  if  the 
house  granted  half  the  expences  of  the  bridge. — 
( A laugh. ) 

Mr.  Whitbread  observed,  the  hon.  baroneCs 
reasoning  was  most  convincing  • he  had  just  told 
the  house  the  county  of  Cumberland  was  ready  to 
pay  all  the  expences,  only  requiring  the  public  to 
pay  half. — (A  laugh.) — He  had  also  declared  the 
bridge,  in  its  present  state,  was  large  enough  for 
Scotch  cattle  to  pass,  but  not  for  Irish  members. — ■ 
( Loud  laughing. ) — He  (Mr.  W.)  was  Well  aware 
the  Irish  members  were  of  some  weight,  but  he 
thought  any  Irish  gentleman  might  pass  where  the 
hon.  paronett  could.—  ( A laugh.) — If  this  vote 
was  granted,  ailthe  counties  in  the  kingdom  would 
expect  the  same  indulgence.  This  had  been  called 
a job  for  Ireland,  but,  in  his  opin  or\,  if  it  was  a 
job  at  all,  it  was  ajobfor  Cumberland.  ( Hear,  hear! ) 


ThetoiseW  6 feet  6 inches  English* 


+ The  kilogramme  is  little  more  than  two  po.imd^ 
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Interesting  to  Farmers. 

On  the  Siberian , or  Naked  Wheat . 

By  a fortunate  accident  I obtained  from  a mer 
ctiant  in  Boston,  i«  January  last,  half  a bushel 
(which  he  imported  from  Russia)  6f  this  invaluable 


rising  resources  of  our  country  enjoying  freedom. 
Not  many  years  ago  the  quantity  of  sheep  in  the 
United  States  were  only  a few  hundred,  and  now 
the  millions  are  counted.  They  now  almost  equal 
the  population  eight  millions  : and  in  four  years 
more  will  amount  to  sixteen  mill  ons— and  again  in 
four  years  to  thirty-two.  Man  doubles  in  23  year’s 


respects  our  cold  northernregions.  Small!;,,  popU,ation  ; by  the  benevolent  dispensation' 
nil  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  members  Ot  Providence,  animals  for  fond  and 


samples  will 

the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Society  by  applying  to 
Thomas  If.  Strongs  or  to  the  subscriber  in  Pittsfield 
— or  to  Dr.  Caleb  Hyde  in  Lenox,  personally  or  by 
order. 

Fdr  the  information  of  the  public,  the  following 
is  in  substance  extracted  from  Varlo’s  Husbandry, 
vol.  II.  page  263 — published  in  1795,  by  an  English 
farmer  residing  in  America. 

E.  WATSON. 

Pittsfield,  ^th  March,  1811. 

“ Varlo  states  that  the  naked  wheat  is  a native  of 
Siberia,  one  of  the  coldest  countries  in  the  world, 
Covered  with  snow  nine  months  in  the  year.  That 
it  is  the  ehief  support  of  the  inhabitants,  and  vege- 
tates and  grows  quick  ; the  grain,  small,  full  and 
hardy  with  a thin  skin — that  he  ascertained  its  va- 
lue— twelve  pounds  of  English  wheat  was  made  into 
a loaf,  the  like  quantity  of  Siberian,  and  both  bak 
ed  together.  The  English  loat  weighed  15/6.  the 
Siberian  18/6.  when  baked,  and  both  equal  in  qual 
ity.  That  the  Siberian  produces  only  half  the  quan- 
tity of  bran,  and  as  it  partakes  partly  of  barley  in 
its  nature,  ifmakes  good  ale. 

That  when  it  first  arrived  in  England  he  procur- 
ed only  half  a wine  glass  full,  intending  to  sow  it  in 
April,  but  by  mistake  it  was  not  till  the  7th  of  June, 
and  it  yielded  a good  crop.  The  ensuing  year  he 
dibbled  in  each  grain  a foot  part  in  April,  and  yield- 
ed 2000  fold.  That  it  exceeds  any  graih  for  increase 
and  grows  better  upon  bad  land — but  yields  better  in 
proportion  to  its  goodness.  The  proper  season  to 
sow  is  about  the  10th  of  April  (probably  1st  of  May 
here)  he  advised  to  plough  deep,  or  even  to  trench 
plough,  that  is  twice  in  the  same  furrow — to  dibble 
in  each  seed  with  a setting  stick,  a foot  apart,  as  it 
stools  out  greatly  and  injures  the  crop  to  sow  it  thick. 
That  it  costs  only  about  3s.  sterling  an  acre  in  Eng- 
land, and  will  require  in  this  mode  only  twelve 
quarts  to  an  acre.  One  man  can  cover  two  acres  a 
day  with  a rake — and  grass  seed  may  be  sown  be 
fore  the  ground  is  raked.  There  are  two  kinds  of 
wheat  in  Siberia.  [j Pitssfield  Sun. 


ovidence,  animals  for  food  and  raiment  multiply 
faster,  so  that  notwithstanding  their  slaughter 
enough  remain  for  increase,  id  South  America  a 
bad  government  diminished  population  by  war  and 
oppression,  and  prevented  its  multiplication  by 
monasteries  and  nunneries,  but  the  cattle  have  so 
increased  as  to  be  killed  only  for  their  hides  and 
tallow. 

In  North  America  the  emigrants  were  annually 
numerous  and  the  cattle  and  sheep  imported  few  in 
proportion  ; too  many  were  therefore  killed  for  food 
— still  they  increased,  and  now  their  wool  is  become 
valuable  more  care  is  taken  of  them.  A short  pe- 
riod will  unfold  the  wonderful  consequences  from 
Merino  sheep  introduced  bv  Bonaparte’s  invasion 
of  Spain.  What  great  events  arise  from  litule 
thinS*.  (Bern.  Preys.  , 


The  Spanish  Guerillas. 


Manufactures. 

In  the  archives  of  useful  knowledge  for  April,  is 
a statement  of  24  yards  3-4  woolen  cloth  made  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  gives  a general  idea  of  the 
great  benefit  resulting  from  increasing  sheep. 

18  3-4  pounds  of  half  bred  Merino  wool  ma- 
nufactured into  24  yards  3-4  wide  cloth, 
sold  2 2-3  dollars  per  yard,  $G0  00 

Deduct  expence  of  manufacturing  18  48 

$41  52 

The  price  of  the  wool  and  the  profit  on  the  ma 
liufactures,  is  2 dollars  and  15  cents  per  pound. 

The  wool  of  the  United  States  will  increase  this 
year  abovq,  three  millions  of  pounds. 

Calculate  this  at  only  one  half  when  manufactur 
ed  and  add  thereto  the  leather  and  parchment,  the 
meal*  tallow,  See.  and  an  idea  may  be  forme/I  of  the 


In  the  details  of  events  in  Spain  frequent  mention 
is  made  of  the  Guerillas.  By  the  French  they  are 
accounted  as  robbers  and  assassins— but  the  En- 
fish  speak  of  them  as  “patriots  » From  the  fol- 
lowing description  of  them,  by  an  officer  in  the  a-, 
my  otlord  Wellington , an  idea  may  be  formed  of 
what  they  really  are — 

“ ^er^aPs  a description  of  the  Guerillas  mi<*ht  be 
acceptable  to  you  ; I will  attempt  to  give  it  a?  wet' 
as  my  own  knowledge  will  allow  me,  from  hav 
ing  seen  a great  deal  of  this  hardy  race  —They  ire 
nerally  perambulate  in  small  parties,  according  in 
number  to  the  object  they  have  in  view:  their  ui 
ceasing  thirst  for  spoil,  makes  them  extremely  ac- 
.ve  m learning  where  the  enemy  are  contemplating 
to  convey  baggage  or  provisions  ; and  the  perfeci 
knowledge  these  Guerillas  have  of  every  Let  of 
the  country,  gives  then,  a decided  advanta-e  jn 
being  aWe  to  watch  and  way-lay  the  enemy's  tran- 
port  Thev  are  unremitting  in  their  labors  nigh- 
and  day,  when  they  have  any  object  in  view  ■ frd 
their  in  ormaUon  is  generally  correctly  obtained  _ 

1 he  dress  and  look  of  these  marauder-  fas  the  enemy 
term  them)  are  enough  to  inspire  dread  • thev  wea- 
an  immense  cap,  covereA  with  fur,  which  is  tied  by 
a blacK  belt  under  the  chin,  a lnneC,  j.j.  • , , * 


under  the  chin, 
thrown  carelessly  over  tin 


a loose  dark  jacket  is 
-j  . , • shoulders,  and  at  the 

side  ot  their  horses  naygs  the  destructive  weapon 
of  terroi,  a lance,  which  measure  about  ten  feet 
the  sharp  point  fixes  into  a leather  tube,  which  is 
suspended  from  the  saddle  to  the  off  shoulder  of  the 
horse  on  the  right  side  ; in  the  centre  of  the  han- 
dle of  the  weapon  is  a strap  affixed,  to  secure  it 
from  impediae  the  animal’s  progress  or  inconveni- 
ence to  the  rider;  and  when  necessity  requires  the 
use  of  the  weapon,  it  is  unslung  with  the  greater 
facility  ; their  immense  whiskers,  and  goat- skin 
boots,  give  these  natives  a most  strikino-  alitfw: 
fic  appearance  ;•  and  the  hardy  way  in  which  Cher 
subsist  (as  an  onion,  a piece  of  bread,  or  bunch  if 
grapes  is  to  them  a meal  of  luxury  and  content) 
enables  them  to  undergo  any  privation,  and  render 
them  fit  for  tne  harness  mg  nature  of  warfare 
structive  and  annoying  to  the  enemy.”  ’ 
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Miscellaneous  Intelligence. 

Anew  oil. — A method  has  lately  been  discover- 
ed at  Venice  of  extracting  oil  from  the  Chinese 
radd,ish — this  oil  is  said  to  be  superior  to  those  al 
ready  known,  not  only  for  eating  and  communica 
ting  light,  but  even  for  medicinal  purposes.  It 
results  from  experiments  made  by  Dr.  Francisco 
di  Oliviero  of  Verona,  that  this  oil  is  extremely 
useful  in  pulmonary  and  rheumatic  affections  ; also 
in  pleurisies.  It  has  also  been  successfully  employ- 
ed in  convulsive  coughs.  It  is  not  liable  to  grow 
rancid,  as  other  kinds  are. 

Militia  of  Virginia — The  governor  has  tho’t 
proper  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  council  of  state, 
to  direct  the  distribution  of  so  many  arms  as  will  be 
sufficient  to  arm  completely,  (they  being  the  most 
exposed  to  danger,)  the  following  counties,  to  wit. 
Accomack,  Charles-City,  Dinwiddie,  Elizabeth 
City,  Essex,  Fairfax,  Gloucester,  Isle  of  Wight, 
James  City,  King  William,  King  George,  Lancas- 
ter, Middlesex,  Mathews,  Nansemond,  North- 
ampton, Northumberland,  Norfolk,  Princess-Ann 
Prince-George*  Prince- William,  Richmond,  South 
ampton,  Stafford,  Surry,  Spottsylvania,  Sussex, 
Warwick  and  Westmoreland. 

The  governor  after  given  some  wholesome  advice 
and  direction  to  the  officers  commanding  the  seve- 
ral regiments  in  those  coupties,says — “It  seems  that 
no  alternative  is  left,  but  an  appeal  to  arms  or  an  ig- 
nominious submission. — America  will  not  deliberate 
which  to  choose.  How  long  shall  we  set  with  our 
arms  folded  together,  and  still  hope  for  the  continu- 
ance of  peace — when  by  a long  series  of  acts,  such 
hope  is  proved  to  be  illusory  ? There  was,  indeed, 
a time  when  such  a hope  might  well  have  been  in 
dulged.  Separated  as  we  are1  from  the  old  world  by 
a mighty  expanse  of  ocean  ; quietly  pursuing  our 
honest  and  legitimate  avocations  ; impartial  in  our 
feelings  and  irreproachable  in  our  conduct  towards 
all  nations  ; with  justice  for  our  guide  and  peace 
for  our  object,  I repeat  again,  we  might  well  have 
hoped  to  have  been  exempt  from  those  calamities 
with  which,  as  with  the  besom  of  desolation,  an 
angry  God  has  swept  the  face  of  Europe.  But  ra- 
tional as  that  hope  once  was,  it  would  be  madness 
any  longer  to  indulge  in  it.  The  measure  of  our 
sufferings  is  full ; that  of  our  patience  is  exhausted.” 

He  then  refers  to  some  of  the  evils  we  have  suffer- 
ed, and  expects  the  people  “ to  place  their  eyes  up- 
on the  history  of  the  revolution” — to  be  always 
ready  and  prompt  for  any  emergency  and  exhibit  "to 
the  world  “the  sublime  spectacle  of  a free  people 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  disciplined  and  prepared 
to  defend  the  heritage  they  received  from  their  ances 
tors.” 

Price  of  grain  in  England. — A letter  from  Liver 
pool  dated  3 rd  mo.  21,  1812,  says  “American 
wheat  would  now  readily  command  18s.  6 d.  to  19s. 
er70lb.  flour  74  to  7 6s.  per  bbi.  We  anticipate 
igh  prices.  Rice  has  been  sold  ai  38s.  per  cwt.” 
The  price  of  wheat  is  nearly  equal  to  three  dollars 
for  the  American  bushel  of  60 lbs.  What  a pity, 
that  this  step-*-*  mother”  of  ours,  will  not  so  conduct 
herself  that  we  might  freely  administer  to  the  want's 
of  her  people,  from  our  exuberant  productions  ! 

The  general  price  of  flour  in  Spain  may  be  esti 
mated  at  20$  per  barrel , though  at  Cadiz  the  price 
is  quoted  at  16  a 17. 

It  is  stated  in  some  of  the  British  papers  that  ano- 
ther mighty  armament  is  designed  for  the  Baltic 
“ to  take  possession  of,  Copenhagen  and  the  island 
of  Zealand,  in  which  the  British  are  to  |)e  assisted 
by  the  Swedes.” 


The  Chronicle. 

We  have  this  week  to  record  one  of  the  most 
distressing  events  that  has  occurred  for  years  : Our 
sorrow  for  the  disaster,  as  a mere  misfortune,  is 
greatly  increased  by  our  earnest  wishes  for  thehap- 
pines  and  prosperity  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  new 
republic  : and  we  fearfully  anticipate  that  a calamity 
so  distressing  may  have  some  effect  in  reducing 
them  again  to  bondage.  See  “earthquake  in- 
Venezuela,”  page  131. 

Accounts  are  received  which  appear  worthy  of 
full  credit,  that  the  southern  Indians  (the  Creeks) 
had  been  so  far  led  away  by  bad  advice  as  to  unbury 
the  tomahawk, notwithstanding  all  that  government 
has  done  to  render  them  quiet  and  prosperous.  We 
are  toldjthey  have  killed  twenty  families  on  Elk  river. 
A letter  from  Jefferson,  (Ten.)  informs  that  the 
writer  was  that  moment  under  marching  orders 
against  them.  We  hope  these  reports  are  exag- 
gerated— not  that  we  apprehend  those  Indians  will 
do  extensive  injury,  but  because  they  themselves 
may  be  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Sur- 
rounded as  they  are  by  a race  of  men  more  hardy, 
more  skilful,  and  so  numerous,  their  actual  exter- 
mination would  appear  an  easy  task. 

The  papers  teem  with  accounts  of  the  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen  by  the  British.  We  have 
received^,  copy  of  the  “ message  from  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a report  of  the 
secretary  of  state  on  the  subject  of  impressments, 
in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  29th  November  last by  which 
it  appears  that  6257  persons,  detained  in  the  British 
navy,  have  actually  claimed  of  government  the  pro- 
tection of  their  country  ! Will  not  this  nefarious 
business  end  ? 

Massachusetts. — The  late  election  in  this  state  was 
uncommonly  animated.  Last  year  only  about  85,000 
votes  were  taken,  but  on  the  late  occasion  they  ex- 
ceeded 100,000.  If  the  returns  are  well  and  truly 
made,  Mr.  Strong,  the  federal  candidate,  has  been 
elected  by  a majority  of  between  1500  and  2000 
votes  over  Mr.  Gerry.  Loud  complaints  are  made 
of  unfair  dealing.  Last  year  Mr.  Gerry’s  majority 
was  about  3000. 

The  new  senate  consists  of  29  republicans  and  1 1 
federalists.  The  house  of  representatives  is  to  be 
chosen  in  May  ; both  parties  are  sanguine  of  suc- 
cess. 

The  elections  in  Rhode-Island,  and  in  Connecti- 
cut, as  usual,  have  terminated  in  favor  of  the  fede- 
ralists. 

A letter  has  been  received  at  Philadelphia  from 
London,  dated  March  12, 1812,  which  says,  that  by 
a secret  treaty  between  the  British  government  and 
Spanish  regency,  the  islands  of  Cuba , Porto  Rico 
and  St.  Domingo,  are.to  be  placed  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  British. 

A French  squadron  of  four  sail  of  the  line  and  a 
frigate  sailed  from  L’Orient  abputthe  10th  of  March. 
Destination  unknown. 

Price  of  stocks  London,  March  19 — 3 per  cent, 
cons.  60  1-8  60. 

The  people  of  that  part  of  Hayti  lately  commanded 
by  general  Borgela,  have  revolted,  and  put  them- 
selves under  Petion. 

There  appears  to  be  a great  stir  among  the  people 
of  Canada  ; the  new  militia  law  obliges  each  man 
to  attend  muster  six  times  a month,  and  take  an  oath 
of  allegiance.  For  refusing  to  comply*  imprison- 
ment and  fine,  or  banishment  from  the  province  are 
imposed  ; many  are  said  to  be  leaving  the  country. 
At  Kingston  there  was  mutiny  among. the  soldiers 
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because  one  of  them  was  flogged  for  a small  offence. 
They  killed  the  commanding  officer  and  30  other 
persons,  and  were  masters  of  the  fort. 

From  a late  New- York  paper — Yesterday  after- 
noon, the  frigates  President  and  Essex  left  their  an- 
chorage in  the  North  River,  and  proceeded  as  far 
as  the  watering  place,  Staten  Island — and,  if  the 
wind  is  favorable,  will  proceed  to  day  on  a cruise. 

As  they  passed,  they  fired  seven  shots  at  Castle 
Williams,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  its  strength  : 
five  balls  hit  the  castle,  and  two  stuck  the  rocks 
forming  the  foundation  of  the  fabric.  On  an  exa 
mination  of  the  effect  of  the  balls,  we  are  happy  to 
find  that  much  less  injury  was  done  than  was  anti- 
cipated. Three  24  pound  balls  entered  one  of  the 
embrasures  of  the  lower  tier,  knocked  off  a small 
part  of  the  ornamented  edges — one  of  the  balls  hit 
one  of  the  mounted  cannon  of  the  castle,  in  which 
it  m^-de  a small  indentation,  carried  away  the  cap 
square  and  trunnion  plate,  and  the  forepart  of  the 
carriage.  One  ball  struck  the  embrasure  in  the  se- 
cond tier,  directly  over  the  one  above  mentioned — 
and  one  was  a point  blank  shot  on  the  solid  part  of 
the  castle,  which  penetrated  only  three  inches,  and 
did  no  injury  to  the  wall.  The  walls  of  Castle 
Williams  are  nine  feet  thick,  and  we  may  conclude 
from  the  experiment  upon  them  while  yet  in  a green 
state,  that  no  apprehension  need  be  entertained  of 
their  being  battered  down. 

M.  Degen  of  Vienna  has  invented  a machine  for 
.flying  about  in  the  air.  The  experiments  made  in  the 
Prater,before  a numerous  company  were  completely 
successful.  He  flew  at  pleasure  in  all  directions  ; 
raised  and  lowered  himself;  and  the  balloon  (which 
is  a part  of  his  contrivance)  followed  him  sponta- 
neously whichever  way  he  turned.  The  diameter 
of  the  latter  was  nineteen  feet  five  inches.  After 
deducting  the  weight  of  Degen  and  his  flying-ma- 
chine, the  balloon  possess  a power  equal  to  thirty- 
two  pounds. 


Secret  [Congressional]  Journal. 

The  secret  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  specie, 
ike.  (see  iast  number,  page  107)  has  been  published.  We  notice 
it  chiefly  for  recording  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  as  articles  of 
reference  may  be  useful. 

In  the  senate  the  final  passage  of  this  bill  was  determined  as  follows : 
YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent.  Campbell  of  Tenn. 
Condit,  Craw  ford,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Robinson, 
Smith  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnuiu — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bradley,  Dana,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hor$ev, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed.  Smith,  of  Md.— 11. 

In  the  house  of  representatives  the  votes,  w ere— 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Bacon  Basset,  Bibb,  Black- 
ledge,  Browm,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Clopton,  Crawford,  Davis. 
Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Gholson,  Good- 
u yn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  6.  Hall,  Harper,  Haw  es,  Hufty, 
Hyneman,  Johnson.  King,  I. acock,  Lefevre,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Macon,  Fl‘Coy,  M‘Kee,  M‘Kim,  Metcalf,  Mitchill,  Morrow,  New, 
Ormshy,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane, 
Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Shaw , Smilie.  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith, 
Strong,  Talialero,  Troup,  Turner,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Widgery, 
Whin— 69. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Baker,  Bigelow,  Bleeeker,  Breekenridge,  Brig- 
ham, Bunvell,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Davenport,  Ely,  Emott,  Fitch, 
Gold,  Jackson,  Key,  Lewis,  M' Bruit,  Milnor,  Moseley,  Nelson, 
Newbold,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Randolph,  Reed.  Ridgely,  Rod- 
man,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilson— 36. 

Twelfth  Congress. 

IN  SENATE, 

Ulonday,  April  20. — The  president,  (Mr.  Crawford)  addressed  the 
senate  as  follow  s : — 

“ Gentlemen. — Upon  me  devolves  the  gainful  duty  of  announc- 
ing to  the  senate  the  death  of  our  venerable  fellow-citizen  George 
Clinton,  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  By  this  afflictive 
dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  the  senate  is  deprived  of  a 
president  rendered  dear  to  each  of  its  members  by  the  dignity  and 
impartiality  with  which  he  has  so  long  presided  over  their  delibera-' 


tions,  and  the  nation  bereaved  of  one  of  the  brightest  luminaries 
of  its  glorious  revolution."’ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  New-York  that  the  senate  come  to 
the  following  resolution : 

“ The  senate  being  informed  of  the  decease  of  their  distinguished 
fellow -citizen  George  Clinton,  vice  president  of  the  United  States— 

“ Do  resolve,  That  a committee  be  appointed  jointly  with  such 
as  may  be  appointed. on  the  part  of  the  house  of  representatives  U» 
consider  and  report  measures  proper  to  manifest  the  public  reaped, 
for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  and  expressive  of  the  deep  regret 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  on  the  loss  of  a citizen-st» 
highly  respected  and  revered.” 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to;  and  Messrs.  Smith 
of  N.  Y.  Smith  of  Fid.  German,  Gilman  and  Bradley  appointed  a 
committee  accordingly.  And  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  17.— Mr.  Gold  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  a 
month. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  autho- 
rising the  departure  of  ships  and  vessels  from  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases.  No  objection  being  made 
to  the  bill,  it  was  reported  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Pitkin  enquiring  the  object  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Calhoun  stated 
that  vessels  chartered  by  the  United  States  might  now  be  detained 
by  the  embargo ; that  such  a case  had  occurred  in  relation  to  a 
vessel  chartered  by  the  United  States  and  bound  to  Algiers.  To 
such  cases  this  bill  would  apply  a remedy. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lye  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  house  went  intd  a committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Desha  in  the  chair,  on  the  hill  to  establish  an  ord- 
nance department. 

C After  some  remarks  thereon,  the  bill  w as  recommitted  to  the 
committee  thpt  reported  it.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole — Mr.  Breekenridge  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
making  further  prov  ision  for  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

An  ineffectual  attempt  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  to  procure  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  going  to  pjlace  all  the  military  officers  of  the 
United  Suites  of  the  same  grade  on  equal  footing  as  to  pay  and 
emoluments.  The  mover  stated  that  at  present  the  brigadier-genera! 
of  the  old  army,  the  oldest  brigadier  (general  Wilkinson)  received 
much  less  pay  than  those  on  the  two  additional  establishments. — 
The  amendment  was  rejected  on  the  ground  of  its  inapplicability 
and  irrelevance  to  the  present  bill,  bting  properly  a subject  oT 
distinct  consideration. 

Further  amendments  were  made  to  the  hill  which  was  then  re- 
ported to  the  house. 

Mr.  Wright  renewed  in  substance  the  amendment  he  had  pro* 
posed  in  committee,  vvldcli  was  again  negatived. 

Mr.  Sheffey  moved  to  strike  out  that  section  of  the  bill  which 
authorises  the  appointment  of  two  additional  major-generals,  and 
four  additional  brigadier-generals,  whenever  in'  the  president’s 
opinion  the  public  service  shall  require  it. 

This  question  was  widely  debated.  In  support  of  the  provision 
it  was  said  that  the  number  of  officers  now  authorized  was  not 
greater  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  command  the  troops ; 
and  cases  might  occur  in  the  progress  of  a war,  in  which  the  regu- 
lars under  an  inferior  command  might  be  embodied  with  the 
militia  or  volunteers,  and  it  might  be  necessary  to  appoint  an 
officer  to  take  the  command.  Separate  detachments  might  also 
be  made  from  the  main  army,  requiring  more  general  officeis 
than  at  present  belong  to  the  army.  On  the  other  hand,  it  w as 
contended  that  the  militia  must  be  commanded  by  their  own  offi- 
cers ; that  they  cannot  constitutionally  lx*  superseded  bv  any  offi- 
cer to  be  appointed  over  them,  and  therefore  this  clause" could  not 
be  defended  by  the  argument  urged  to  support  it ; that  moreover 
it  was  not  proper  to  vest  so  great  a discretionary  power  in  the,, 
executive,  See. 

After  much  debate  and  s*>?ne  warmth — 

On  motion  of  Fir.  Lacock  the  hill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  this  day  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  was  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

And  the  house  adjourned  to  Monday,  41  to  41,  the  speaker  de- 
claring himself  in  the  affirmative. 

Monday  April,  20 — Sundry  petitions  were  presented  and  referred . 

Fir.  Seybert  presented  a petition  of  sundry  merchants,  praying 
a suspension  of  the  mon-importation  act. 

Fir.  Mitchill  presented  a similar  petition  from  sundry  merchants 
o't  New-York,  a reference  of  which  petition  was  moved  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  to  whom  is  referred  the  bill  on  that 

subject. 

Fir.  Lowndes  assented  to  the  reference  of  the  petition  ; hut  took 
this  opportunity  to  state4hat  lie  himself  had  no  intention,  and  he 
believed  Lis  friends  had  not,  of  moving  the  order  of  the  day ; and 
added  that  whilst  he  thought  the  adoption  of  the  measure  would 
be  wise  and  beneficial,  the  useless  agitation  of  it  (and  he  voas  con- 
vinced the  agitation  of  it  at  this  time  would  he  useless  ami  improper  j 
could  neither  benefit  the  public  nor  those  particularly  concerned. 
He  should  therefore  not  call  up  the  hill  ; and  if  its  consideration 
should  he  moved  by  any  other  gentlemen,  he  should  vote  against 
taking  it  up. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  announcing  tfc*  death 
of  the  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  resolution  they 
had  adopted. 

The  house  agreed  to  consider  the  joint  resolution  as  above 
stated. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said,  it  was  assuredly  not  from  any  want  of  re- 
spect to  the  memory  of  the  patriotic  deceased,  that  some  member 
ivom  the  state  of  New-York  did  not.  on  tins  occasion  address  the 
1 chair.  At  their  reque  st,  anil  being  liimsdf  a native  citizen  of  the 
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state  of  New- York,  and  having  served  particularly  and  on  honora- 
ble occasions  in  the  revolutionary  war  with  the  gentleman  whose 
death  was  now  announced ; having  long  known  his  service  and 
merit  both  as  a soldier  and  a statesmen,  he  took  the  liberty,  in 
behalf  of  the  delegation  from  New-York,  to  move  a concurrence 
»n  the  resolution  of  the  senate 

The  house  unanimously  concurred;  and  Messrs.  Tallmadge, 
Mite  hill,  Gold,  Stow,  and  Macon,  were  appointed  a committee  on 
their  part  to  act  with  the  committee  of  the  senate. 

And  the  house' adjourned  to  meet  at  nine  o’clock  to-morrow  to 
.icceive  the  report  df  the  joint  committee  on  the  subject. 

Tuesday,  April  21. — The  house  met  at  the  hour  or 
nine  o’clock. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  on  behalf  of  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement respecting  the  funeral  of  the  late  vice- 
president  of  the  United  States,  stated  their  proceed- 
ings, and  the  arrangement  agreed  on.  When, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge, 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  from  an  unfeigned 
respect  to  the  late  George  Clinton,  vice-president  of 
the  United  States  and  president  of  the  senate,  the 
speaker’s  chair  be  shrouded  with  black  during  the 
present  session  ; and  as  a further  testimony  of  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members 
will  go  in  mourning,  and  wear  black  crajpe  on  the 
left  arm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadge, 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  the  members  of  this 
house  will  attend  the  funeral  of  George  Clinton,  de- 
ceased, late  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  to- 
day at  4 o’clock. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  22.— Mr.  Quincy  presented  the  petition  of 

Joseph  — , of  Boston,  praying  that  the  ship  Ganges  may  be 

permitted  to  enter  a port  of  the  United  States.  This  is  a case,  the 
circumstances  of  which  are  nearly  as  tolJows : This  vessel  sailed 
subsequently  to  the  president’s  proclamation  of  November,  1810 
to  the  Ea£t  Indies,  under  orders  to  go  from  a British  port  to  a na, 
tivq  port,  in  order  to  take  in  a load  wherewith  to  return  home- 
■When  ihe  vessel  arrived  at  Calcutta,  it  was  found  by  a new  order, 
of  the  British  government,  that  the  vessel  was  prohibited  from  go 
lug  coast-wise,  the  consequence  of  which  was  that  the  purpose  of 
the  voyage  could  not  be  accomplished.  They  then  took  on  board 
at  Calcutta,  a cargo  equal  in  value  to  that  carried,  on  giving  heavy 
bonds  to  reland  the  same  in  some  port  of  the  U.  States ; and  now, 
that  they  had  arrived  off  the  coast,  the  vessel  could  not  enter  be- 
ea'use  of  the  inhibitory  law,  and  were  precluded  by  the  bonds  given 
in  I nm  hr  from  carrying  the  cargo  elsewhere.  The  petition  prays 
permission  to  enter  into  a port  of  the  United  States,  there  to  re- 
main with  the  cargo  until  by  some  general  law  such  vessels  should 
be  admitted.— Referred. 

Mr.  Newbold,  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Stow,  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  the  end  of  the  session. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 
Among  the  incidents  to  the  unexampled  increase  and  expanding  I 
interests  of  the  American  nation,  under  the  fostering  influence  of 
free  constitutions  and  just  laws,  has  been  a corresponding' accumu- 
lation of  duties  in  the  several  departments  of  the  government : 
And  this  has  been  necessarily  the  greater,  in  consequence  of  the 
peculiar  state  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  the  connection  of  these 
with  our  internal  administration.  * 

The  extensive  and  multiplied  preparations  into  which  the  United 
States  are  at  length  driven,  for  maintaining  their  violated  rights, 
fytve  caused  this  augmentation  of  business  to  press  on  the  depart- 
ment of  war  particularly, with  a weight  disproportionate  to  the  pow- 
ers of  any  single  officer,  w ith  no  other  aids  than  are  authorised  by 
existing  laws.  With  a view  to  a more  adequate  arrangement  for 
the  essential  objects  of  that  department,  I recommend  to  the  early 
consideration  of  congress,  a provision  for  two  subordinate  appoint- 
ments therein,  with  such  compensations  annexed  as  may  be  reason- 
able to  be  expected  by  citizenskluly  qualified  furjthe  important' func- 
tions which  may  lie  properly  assigned  to  them. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

April  20th,  1812. 

The  message  having  been  read,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Harper,  it  was  referred  to  a select  committee.  And 
tf>e  following  persons  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee: Messrs.  Harper,  Williams,  Pleasants, 
Troup,  Champion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  house  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  further  provi- 
sion for  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  for  striking  out  the  section  authoris- 
ing the  appointment  of  two  additional  major-gene- 
rals, and  four  additional  brigadier- generals,  whene- 
ver in  his  opinion  the  public  service  shall  require  it, 
bein';  stHl  under  consjderationp-the  question  was 


taken  thereon,  and  negatived  : yeas  36,  nays  5 5. 

The  bill  was  further  amended  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Breckenridge  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
from  the  senate  to  establish  a land  office  in  the  trea- 
sury department.  The  amendments  thereto  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  of  public  lands  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  gone  through  and  or- 
dered by  the  house  to  be  read  a third  time  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Stanford 
in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  making  further  provision 
for  the  corps  of  Engineers. 

A motion  was  under  consideration  to  amend  the 
bill  by  authorising  the  location  of  the  military  aca- 
demy, wherever  in  the  opinion  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  the  public  service  may  be  most 
benefited  by  it. 

The  decision  on  the  motion  for  amendment  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended  ; and  before  any  question  was  taken  there- 
on, the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  April  23.— Several  petitions  praying  a repeal,  or  a 
modification  of  the  embargo  law  were  presented.  They  were  re- 
fused to  be  laid  on  the  table— 88  to  V'.  A motion  was  then  made 
to  postpone  a consideration  of  them  until  the  4th  of  July— the  day 
the  law  by  limitation  expires , and  agreed  to.  Nothing  else  of  im- 
portance done. 

It  is  said  that  the  committees  of  the  two  houses  have  agreed  on 
a recess— to  adjourn  from  Wednesday  next  to  the  I8thof  May. 


“ STATE  OF  LOUISIANA  r 

This  state  begins  at  the  Sabine,  passes  to  the  33d 
degree  of  north  latitude,  then  down  the  Mississippi 
by  the  Iberville  and  Lakes  to  the  Gulph  of  Mexi- 
co, including  all  islands  within  three  leagues  of  the 
coast.  The  constitution  gives  the  powers  of  go- 
vernment to  three  distinct  departments,  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial  ; it  divides  the  legisla- 
tive into  the  house  of  representatives  and  senate, 
and  the  members  of  the  house  are  chosen  for  two 
years,  and  of  the  senate  for  four  years.  The  num- 
ber of  representatives  never  to  exceed  50,  or  of  the 
senators  14.  Provision  is  made  for  a convention  to 
amend  the  constitution,  and  all  rights  continue  as 
before  the  constitution.  The  governor  is  elected 
for  four  years,  and  is  ineligible  for  the  four  years 
next  succeeding.  No  member  of  congress,  or  per- 
son holding  any  office  under  the  United  States,  or 
minister  of  any  religious  society,  can  be  elected  for 
governor  of  Louisiana. 

Circular  letters  have  been  issued  from  the  war  department  to  the. 
governors  of  the  several  states,  to  have  in  readiness  their  quotas  o’f 
the  100,000  militia,  in  obedience  to  the  late  law  . 

The  priests  of  Venezuela,  impiously  affecting  to  interpret  the 
vine  will,  attribute  the  earthquake  to  the  vengeance  of  God  lor  cavf- 
ing  off  their  allegiance  to  Ferdinand ! ! 


The  Editor’s  Department. 

We  have  afforded  much  space  to  the  secret  de- 
bate on  the  embargo  question,  as  giving  probable 
data  of  the  coming  state  of  things,  and  exhibiting 
the  feelings  and  designs  of  various  members  in  con- 
gress. The  debate,  we  are  told,  was  reported  by  Mr.. 
Sturges,  a representative  from  Connecticut. 

The  editor  offers  this  public  apology  to  a friend 
in  New- Hampshire,  for  addressing  him  by  letter  on 
his  [the  editor’s]  business,  without  paying  the  post, 
age  ; but  believes  it  is  the  first  inadvertency  ot  the 
kjjid  that  has  occurred  ! 
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Naval  Report. 

The  committee,  to  whom  nw  referred  so  much  off  he  President's  mes- 
sage of  the  4ih  N<w.  1811.  as  relates  to  the  naval  establish, ni.  nt. 

HE  PORT  IN  TART:— 

T’ii at  the  subject  referred  to  your  committee  in  its  several  re- 
lations presents  a question  of  the  highest  importance  on  the  in  dKs 
of  the  people  ofthis  country,  in  as  much  as  it  embraces  one  otthe 
great  and  leading  objects  of  their  government;  mat,  which  abou. 
all  others,  laid  the  foundation  of  that  happy  union  of  these  states. 
Your  committee  need  hardly  say  they  mean  the  proteuuoii  ot  ma- 
ritime commerce;  an  interest  which,  when  superficially  vi‘  5 
seems  to  affect  only  tlie  Atlantic  portions  of  the  country,  yet  nail, 
extends  as  far  as  the  utmost  limits  of  its  agriculture,  and  can  <m!vb< 
separated  from  it,  in  the  opinion  oFyourcommiU.ee,  by  a total  mma- 
ness  to  the  just  policy  of  government.  The  important  eiigme  otna 
tional  strength  and  national  security  which  is  tunned  toy  a nat  at 
force,  has  hitherto  in  the  opinion  ot'the  committee,  been  treatt 
With  a neglect  highly  impolitic,  or  supported  with  a spirit  so  lan- 
guid, as  wide  it  has  preserved  the  existence  01  the  establishment  has 
had  the  effect  of  loading  it  with  the  imputations  ot  vvasteiut  ex- 
pense and  comparative  inefficiency.  . 

No  system  has  hitherto  been  adoped,  which  though  limited  by  the 
dispensing  security  of  the  times,  and  the  just  economy  0.0m  re- 
publican institutions,  was  yet  calculated  to  enlarge  gradually  witn 
tlie  progress  oft  lie  nation’s  growth  in  population,  in  wealth  and  in 
commerce,  or  expand  with  an  energy  proportioned  to  a crisis  01 
particular  danger.  . 

Such  a course,  impolitic  under  any  circumstances,  is  the  more  so 
wlienit  is  demonstrably  clear  that  this  nation  is  inevitably  destined 
to  lx-  a naval  power,  and  that  the  virtue  of  economy,  it  no  other  mo 
five,  could  he  found,  would  recommend  a plan  by  which  this  force 
must  be  gradually  increased,  the  necessary  expences  diminished, 
and  durability  :uid  permanency  given  to  the  strength  which  they 
inav  purchase.  ,. 

That  a naval  protection  is  particularly  secured  to  the  interest  01 
commerce  by  our  great  political  compact,  is  proved  by  that  part  of 
the  constitution  which  expressly  gave  to  congress  the  power ' to 
provide  and  maintain  a navy,”  and  is  confirmed  by  the  history  of 
the  times,  and  the  particular  circumstances  wlijcii  led  to  ltsmsutu- 
tion ; but  it  is  alike  secured  by  the  fundamental  nature  of  all  govern- 
ment which  extends  to  every  interest  under  its  authority  a protec- 
tion (if  within  the  nation’s  means)  w hich  is  adequate  to  its  preser- 
vation; nor  is  this  protection  calk'd  for  only  by  the  partial  interest 
of  a particular  description  of  men  or  a particular  tract  of  country. 
A navy  is  as  necessary  to  protect  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  tue 
dtannel  through  wliich  the  produce  oftlie  agriculture  of  the  western 
states  must  pass  to  become  valuable,  as  the  liays  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  "Delaware,  and  more  necessary  than  on  the  shores  oi  tlie  eastern 
or  southern  states. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  urged,  your  committee  are  aware,  that  u na- 
vy establishment  is  forbidden  by  the  great  and  burthemoJne  expcai- 
diturcs  of  public  money,  which  it  is  said,  will  lie  required  to  support 
it.  and  by  the  inability  of  the  country,  by  an  expenditure  to  main- 
tain a navy  which  can  protect  its  maritime  rights  against  the  pow- 
er of  Great  Britain.  Tlie  first  objection  appears  to  your  committee 
to  he  founded  on  a mistaken  assumption  of  the  fact,  for  in  their 
opinion  a naval  force  within  due  limits  and  under  proper  regulations 
will  constitute  tlie  cheapest:  defence  of  the  nation. 

The  permanent  fortifications  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  ports 
and  harbors  oftlie  union  will  cost,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, as  much  in  their  erection,  and  as  much  annually,  if  proper- 
ly provided  and  garrisoned,  as  the  naval  force  which,  it  is  con- 
iklentiy  believed,  on  the  testimony  of  persons  competent  to  decide, 
would  be  amply  sufficient  to  prevent  all  attacks  from  reaching  our 
. shores.  It  will  thusfurni  ;h  tlie  most  appropriate,  adequate  anclcheap 
protection  against  a foreign  enemy,  and  will  at  the  same  time  be 
perfectly  innoxious  to  the  public  liberty  and  the  private  morals  of 
the  country  ; dispense  almost  entirely  with  a standing  army,  so  hos- 
tile to  tlie  genius  of  our  free  constitutions,  and  remove  the  stand- 
ing vices  and  evils  of  camps  and  garrisons  from  the  cities  and  sea 
coast  ; cherish  a noble  body  of  mariners,  who  in  honorable  peace 
wil  l spread  the  sails  of  prosperous  and  vivifying  commerce,  on  every 
sea,  and  in  necessary  war,  terribly  avenge  their  country’s  wrongs. 

The  other  objection  your  eomniitfix, suppose  to  have  been  foun- 
ded on  imperfect  examination  of  the  subject  ; for  those  who  are 
best  able  to  form  opinion  on  this  matter,.'  from  congenial  profes- 
sional pursuit#,  as  w ell  as  a particular  know  hdge  of  the  marine  of 
Great  Britain,  declare  that  she  cannpt,  at  any  time,  spare  more  than 
a very  limited  force  for  the  American  station:  one  that  can  lx  ef- 
fectually resisted  by  an  establishment  wliich  maybe  Atpported by 
this  government  Without  a great  direct  expense,  wliich  in  its  effects 
will  greatly  more  than  reimburse  to  the  national  wealth,  the 
sums  wliich  may  be  drawn  from  it  for  this  object ; protect  our 
harbors  from  insult,  our  coasting  trade  from  spoliations,  and  give 
ns  the  dominion  ol'a  sea  on  our  borders  which  we  ought  to  ca.fi  our 
own  and  defend  with  onr  0 ffafion. 
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To  detail  all  the  reasons  on  which  tills  opinion  is  founded,  would 
perhaps,  not  be  in  the  pow  er  of  your  cornmitt.  c,  who  are  in  part 
governed  *by  the  opinions  of  men  of  experience  ami  professional 
shill,  (often  among  the  best  grounds  of  human  faith,  but  not  alway  s 
mmiunieabJe :)  but  the  leading  facts  and  principle  on  which."  a 
founded,  are  too  plain  and  obvious  to  labor  under  this  difficulty.*-* 
The  history  of  all  times  proves  tlie  inability  of  Great  Britain  or 
iny  other  power  to  station  a large  force  in  remote  seas;  fori  tide* 
pendant  of  the  necessity  that  always  exists  for  its  pr  sem  . in  more 
proximate  quarters,  could  the  former  nation  place  the  wh<  k of  her 
thousand  ships  upon  our  coast,  she  would  be  unahiejri  a state  of 
hostility  with  tlie  United  States,  competently  to  supply  even  a con* 
siderable  squadron  of  them,  for  any  considerable  time,  with  the  least 
regard  to  the  efficiency  of  the  service  and  w ithout  a wasteful  and 
ruinous  expense ; fi  t those  who  hold  a different  opinion  declare  !h>w 
and  from  whence  ? 

To  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors  and  the  protection  of  ouf 
coasting  trade  should  be  confined,  in  the  opinions  of  your  commit- 
tee, the  present  objects’and  operations  of  any  navy  which  tlie  United 
States  can  or  ought  to  have.  In  this  view  our  advantages  are  great 
and  manifest.  Looking  along  our  extended  line  of  coast  from  tlie 
northeastern  to  the  southern  extreme  Of  our  territory,  we  discover  in 
quick  succession  ports  and  harbors  famishing  in  abundance  ew-i.y 
supply  tor  constant  and  active  service;  in  which  to  concentrate, 
by  mutual  advice  and  information,  which  can  be  transmitted  with 
tlie  greatest  certainty  and  speed  the  force,  of  1 he  different  stations,  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  detail  when  bis  vessels  may  be  scattered:  and 
in  which  our  ships  may  find  refuge  and  security  w hen  approached 
by  a force  so  much  superior  as  to  for l ml  a combat.  To  enter  fur- 
ther into  details,  it  is  obvious  tlmt,  from  these  advantages,  the 
power  and  efficacy  of  an  American  navy  must  be  double  its  nomi- 
nal proportion  to  that  of  an  assailing  enemy.  But  your  cormniw* 
tec  beg  leave  to.observe,  that  it  would  be  univorthy  the  magnanim- 
ity of  the  nation  to  look  only  at  one  power  and  forget  that  it  stands 
in  the  relation  of  an  independant  sovereignty  to  other  nations 
against  whom,  unless  man  change  his  nature  and  cease  to  be  vio- 
lent and  unjust,  it  may  lx  necessary  to  array  the  national  force  on 
that  element  where  the  injury  maj  be  suffered  and  where  alone  it 
can  be  revenged  or  redressed.  With  this  view  your  conunitu  e have 
not  considered  tlie  subject  with  regard  only  to  (he  practicable  and 
advisable  preparation  for  the  present  momentous  crisis,  which, 
whatever  it  may  be,  must  be  greatly  inadequate  for  the  reasons 
already  stated  ; but  the  object  of  the  committee  is  to  recommend  a 
system  which  shall  look  to  futurity,  and  though  limited  by  the 
present  situation  and  means  of  the  country,  having ‘a  capacity  to 
be  enlarged  iu  proportion  to  tlie  growing  wealth,  commerce  and 
population  of  the  nation.  Your  committee  are,  at  the  same  time 
not  unaware  that  some  of  those  who  arc  unfriendly  to  a navy* 
ground  their  opposition  rather  upon  itt  future  permanent  establish- 
ment, than  011  its  present  expense.  But  your  committee,  will  only 
observe  that  the  wisdom  of  that  policy  seems  to  reach  as  far  beyond 
the  reasonable  practicable  views,  as  it  will  probably  fall  short  ol" 
the  attainment  of  its  object.  To  restrain  the  great  energies  of 
such  a number,  as  this  country  possesses,  of  the  best  seamen  the 
world  ever  beheld,  and  such  a mass  of  tonnage  as  Great  Britain 
herself  has  hot  boasted  more  than  twenty  years,  will  as  much 
transcend  the  feeble  efforts  of  the  politician  as  it  w ould  be  beyond 
ills  power  to  create  them  : the}-  are  formed  by  the  high  behest  of 
beneficent  nature,  nurtured  by  our  wise,  free  and  happy  public 
institutions,  and  can  only  perish  with  the  latter. 

Your  committee,  however,  admit,  that  it  will  neither  be  politic 
nor  practicable  to  swell  the  naval  establishment  of  this  country 
to  the  size  of  our  desires  or  of  our  necessities ; but  a gradual  in- 
crease of  it  is,  ill  tlitir  opinion,  within  the  most  limiti  c!  means 
and  within  the  obvious  policy  of  the  goveffpmeu,  and  in  attempt- 
ing this,  some  present  addition  w ill  be  made  (too  little— much  too 
little,  they  lament)  to  the  best  strength  of  the  nation,  as  a measure 
of  preparation  for  this  crisis  of  danger. 

With  these  observations,  and  with  a full  detailed  and  useful  re 
port  of  the  seen  t ary  of  the  navy,  in  reply  to  questions  propounded 
by  your  committee,  they  beg  leave  to  recommend  that,  all  the  ves- 
sels of  war  of  the  United  States,  not  now  in  service,  which  are 
worthy  of  repair,  be  immediately  repaired,  fitteid  out  and  put  into 
actual  service. 

That  ten  additional  frigates,  averaging  38  guns,  be  built,  that  a 
competent  sum  of  money  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  a 
stock  of  timber,  and  that  a dock,  for  repairing  the  vessels  of  war 
of  the  United  Sutcs  be  established  in  some  central  and  convenient 
place* 

They  also  beg  leave  to  report  a bill,  entitled  “ a bill  concerning 
the  naval  establishment#” 

Washington,  November  19,  1811. 

Sir— I am  directed  by  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  president's  message  of  the  5th  inst.  as  relates  to  t he 
naval  force  of  the  United  States,  to  request  a reply  from  you  to 
file  several  questions  w hich  follow  ; and  they  have  also  directed 
me  to  ask  as  early  an  answer  as  may  be  conveniently  practicable  : 

1st  What  xpunljev  of  the  vessels  of  war  of  il»e  United  States  it 
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now  hi  actual  service;  anti  what  are  their  names,  rates  and  demon  si 
stations  ? I great  ex 

2d.  What  number  of  vessels  is  hud  up  in  ordinary  ; what  are  guardiae 
their  nanu  s aiul  rates ; what  w ill  be  the  ejcpehsi^  of  repairing  and  within 
equipping  them  for  actual  service ; within  what  time  can  the  same 
be  aecomplised ; and  wbat  will  be  their  aggregate  annual  expense 
in  service,  with  that  of  those  now  employed  ? 

3d.  "What  will  be  the  expense  of  building,  manning  and  com- 
pletely equipping  for  actual  service,  a vessel  of  each  lute  of  those 
most  useful* and  most  usually  employed  in  modern  naval  war; 

.and  what  will  lie  the  annua!  expense  of  maintaining-  such  vessels, 
respectively,  in  actual  service  ? 

4th.  Will  afiy,  and  if  any,  what  force  of  vessels,  not  exceeding 
the  rate  of  frigates,  afford  a reasonable  protect  ion  to  the  coasting 
trade  and  to  the  mouths  of  the  harbours  of  the  United  States? 

If  such  be  deemed  incompetent,  w hat  other  force  is  deemed  requi- 
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5 th.  What  materials,  for  ship  building  and  naval  equipment,  are 
detuned-  imperishable;  and  to  what  extent  iu  quantity,  iuvl what 
amount  in  value,  would  it  he  practicable  and  advisable  to  provide 
the  same  ? 

6th.  What  is  the  number  of  gun-boats  belonging  to  the  United 
States;  what. is  their  state  of  repair;  what  number  is  in  actual 
service,  and  where  are  they  stationed  or  laid  up? 

7th.  In  the  event  of  putting  in  commission  the  ships  now  laid 
up  in  ordinary,  could  the  necessary  seamen,  to  man  them,  be 
speedily  procured  without  an  increase  of  pay  or  bounty  ? 

I am  further  directed  to  request,  that  you  will  communicate  iu 
your  reply  any  other  information  which,  in  your  opinion,  may  be 
important  or  material  on  this  subject. 

I.  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  LANGDON  CHEVES. 

Honcrable  Paul  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  navy. 

Navy  Department  December  3,  1811. 

Sir,— I have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  19th 
ttlt.  The  several  questions  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  pro- 
pound to  me,  involve  a scope  of  information  difficult  correctly  to 
State,  and  comprehend  points  upon  which  I am  compelled  tosub- 
mit  con  jecture  in  some  instances  instead  of  fact.  The  subject  is,  _ 

however,  so  deeply  interesting  as  to  have  commanded  my  niosf  straining  of  her  frame  when* this  is  done  on  the  principle 
deliberate  and  anxious  investigation. 

submitted,  and  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  will, 


Phis  indeed  is  on 
cneraliy,  and  scry  justly 
of  the  public  purse  ; lreppily, 
reach  of  our  power  to  remedy  t 
earnestly  recommend  to  your  serious  cons 
of  ail  ext  ra  annual  appropriation  lor  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  department  to  provide  an.  extern 
of  everv description  of  timber  required  for  navy  purposes.  1 i.e 
oilier  articles  of  an  imperishable  nature  may  be  procure  d as  required 
or  as  opportunities  oifer  to  obtain  them  on  reasonable  terms,  ut 
of  die  general  appropriation  for  repairs  ammany,  lor  tlie  support 
of  the  navy,  to  which  purposesit  will  partly  be  devoted, and  totne 
encouragement  of  tiie  manufacture  of  sail  cloth  man uuieturca 
within  ourselves,  of  hemp  of  our  own  growth,  by  giving  it  a pre- 
ference to  that  made  of  Ibreigm  hemp. 

The  paper  marked  D,  affords  an  answer  to  your  sixth  query,  as 
full  as  the  information  in  possession  of  the  department  will  enable 
me  to  give  it.  ... 

If  it  should  be  determined  to  commission  the, ships  now  in  ordi- 
nary, the  necessary  seamen  to  man  them  can,  it  is  confidently 
believed,  he  procured  without  any  increase  of  pay  or  of  bounty, 
and  in  time  to  man  them  as  they  may  be-prepaved  for  service. 

In  my  answer  to  your  fifth  query,  I have  stated  one  oi  the  causes 
of  the  great  expense  of  the  navy,  so  generally  and  it  is  admitted 
justly  complained  oij.  and  I have  suggested  a remedy  for  that  par- 
ticular cause.  Other  causes  of  expense  exist,  which  may  be  ob- 
viated ; and  under  the  latitude  you  nave  allow  ed  me,  I will  at  this 
time,  suite  onfe  wliieli  immediately  presents  itself. 

The  United  States  do  noc  own  a dock.  To  repair  our  vessels, 
we  are  compelled  to  heave  them  dow  n ; a process  attended  with 
great  labor ; considerable  risk  and  loss  of  time  ; and  upon  a ship 
thus  hove  down,  the  carpenters  cannot  work  without  much  incon- 
venience. Hence  the  department  is.  subjected  to  much  expense 
which  might  be  avoided  by  the  construction  of  one  or  more  suita*- 


ble  docks.  Such  a provision,  even  in  the  present  state  of  our 
navy,  would  be  valuable  for  live  reasons  above  s tated,  but  if  congress 
lo  determine  to  have  built,  vessels  of  a rate  superior  to  those  we 
now  have,  it  will  certainly  be  found  to  be  indispensible.  The  ac- 
curacy of  this  remark  will  be  admitted  when  we  consider  the  force 
requisite  to  heave  down  a ship  of  the  size  of  even  a frigate:  and  the 
u-t-rm of  fea lire  when  t his  is  done  Oil  the  Ui  iliciidc  of  the 


The  papers  here  w 

I hope,  afford  Satisfactory  answers  to  your  three. first  queries; 

I'j  reply  to  the. -fourth,  I have  to  state,  that  as  to  the  force  m 
Cfessavy  to  afford  a reasonable  protection  to  the  coasting  trade, 
and  the  mouths  of  the  harbors  of  the  United  States,  it  appears  to 
'me  impossible  to  form  a satisfactory  opinion,  unless  we  knew  the 
extent  of  the  force  by  which  our  coasting  trade  and  the  mouths  of 
our  harbors  may  be  assailed.  The  naval  nations  of  Europe  employ 
line  of  battle  ships.  The  heaviest  rate  of  our  vessels  of  war  does 
not  exceed  a large  44  gun  frigate,  winch  is  inferior  in  number  of 
guns,  and. ffieu  and  weight  of  metal,  to  a ship  of  the  line.  If,  then, 
while  we  have  only  frigates,  an  enemy  should  send  against  us  ships 
of  the  line, the  protection  which  in  such  a case,  we  should  be  able 
to  afford  to  our  coasting-trade,  would  obviously  he  very  imperfect. 
With  a force  equal  in  number  and  rate  to  that  of  an  enemy,  or  to 
that  which  an  enemy  at  a distance  could  send  against  us,  neither 
our  commerce  on  our  coast:  nor  our  harbors  could  have  any  danger 
to  appreliend  ; for  considering  the  numerous  dangers  of  our  coast, 
the  heavy  gales  and  fogs,  to  'which  it  is  peculiarly  subject,  our  su- 
perior knowledge  of  the  shoals  with  which  it  abounds  and  the  nu- 
merous ports  to  which  we  have  abcess  for  victualing,  repairing  and 
equipping  ships-,  so  decidedly  would  be  our  advantage,  that  it  is 
belie  vta  an  enemy,  only  our  equal  in  number,  and  rate  of  vessels, 
would  not,  under  such  circumstances,  approach  our  shores  with 
ar_y  intention  of  remaining  for  the  purpose  ol  molesting  oiir  trade. 
Such,  indeed,  are  the  advantages  which  we  possess  in  these  parti- 
culars, that  I incline  to  the  opinion,  that  with  half  the  number  of 
vessels  of  the  same  rate,  which  might  be  sent  against  us,  a reasona- 
ble protection  might  generally  be  afforded  to  our  coasting  trade. 
I do  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  giving  the  opinion,  that  with 
syich  a force  our  coasting  trade  could  be  effectually  protected ; that 
lio  capture  of  our  merchant  vessels  would  be  made  under  such 
circumstances ; for  even  if  our  force  were  equal  to  an  enemy,  we 
might  expect  occasionally  U>  have  vessels  captured.  An  enterprising 
enemy  wolld  watch  opportunities  and  avail  himself  of  them  ; but 
. in  our  operations  against,  the  enemy,  we  should  cot,  it  is  presumed, 
be  found  deficient  la  enterprise  or  vigilance,  competent  to  retort 
his  aggressions,  and  to  secure  an  equivalent  for  all  our  losses. 

Supposing,  then,  a continuance  of  the  present  state  of  things  in 
Europe,  and  that  the  United  States  should  come  into  collision  with 
either  of  the  present  great  belligerent  powers,  a naval  three  of 
twel  ve  sail  of  the  line  (74’s)  auu  twenty  well  constructed  frigates, 
including  those  we  now  have,  and  rating  generally  not  less  than 
thirty-tight  guns,  with  the  addition  of  our  smaller  vessels  now  in 
service,  judiciously  directed,  it  is  believed  would  be  ample  to  the 
protection  of  our  coasting  trade  ; would  be  competent  to  annoy 
extensively  the  commerce  of  ail  enemy,  and  uniting  occasionally  in 
operations  with  the  gun-boats  already  built,  if  equipped  ami  brought 
into  service,  and  our  fortifications,'  also  afford  complete  protection 
to  our  harbors. 

The  imperishable  materials  for  ship  building  and  naval  equip- 
ment, consists  of  timber,  planus,  staves  am!  spars,  iron,  copper 
in  sheets,  bolts  and  na'ris,  anchors,  kentledge,  canvass,  hempen 
yarns,  &e.  In  timber  of  every  description,  required  for  navy  pur- 
poses, our  country  abounds,  and  it  would  at  this  tifne  be  practicable 
to  procure. any  quantity  on  terms  that  are  reasonable,  it  would 
unquestionably  be  sound  economy  to  keep  always  on  hand  an 
adequate  supply  of  this  all  important  article,  which  ought  to  he 
well  seasoned  before  it  is  used.  The  deplorable  effects  of  being 
compelled,  as  the  navy  department  has  frequently  been,  to  use 
green  timber  in  the  repair  oi  our  ships,  our  experience  too  fully 


lever. 

I have  now,  sir,  according  to  my  best  judgment,  offered  replies 
to  your  queries,  and  assuring  you  of  my  readiness  to  obey  the 
further  commands  of  the  committee. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yours, 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

Honorable  Langdqn  Cheves . chairman  of  the  committee. 

EXHIBIT  shezving  the  number  of  vessels  of  war  of  the  United 
States,  now  in  actual  service  ; their  names,  rates  and  stations  Jo r1 

Station  for  the  winter. 


the  winter. 

Names  of  vessels. 

Rate. 

Frigate  President 

44  "j 

Essex 

32  ■ 

Ship  John  Adams 

20  f 

Brig  Argus 

16  J. 

Frigate  United  States 

44  y 

Congress 

. 36  l 

Ship  Wasp 

i6  r 

Brig  Nautilus 

14  J 

Frigate  Constitution 

44  y 

Ship  Hornet 

12  5 

Brig  Vixen 

14  ? 

Enterprize 

14  5 

Siren 

16  l 

Viper 

10  5 

Gueida 

16 

Foreign  service. 

Charleston,  South  Carolina.}: 
New-Orleans.§ 

Lake  Ontario,  lieut.  Wooisley. 
* Under  command  of  commodore  Rodgers, 
t Under  command  , of  commodore  Decatur. 

I Under  command  of  captain  Campbell. 

§ Under  command  of  captain  Shaw. 

EXHIBIT  shelving  the  member  of  vessels  laid  up  in  ordinary  ; 
their  name#  and  rates  the  original  cost  of  each,  inchnirii^  every 
expense;  the  probable  expense  of  repairing  and  equipping  each, 
for  actual  service  ; the  period  it  will  probably  take  to  rej/Gtr  earn* 
and  the  annual  expense  of  each  in  admit  service. 


y 

5.  cr.  g- 

5 

cp  c g; 

OC  - T 

ir-ffi 

~ X 
2 

Names  of 

Original 

g 

Vessels. 

i £■ 

cost 

? 

■ P 

Boils,  ets. 

l)oll,s. 

Chesapeake, 

36 ' 

220.677  80 

120.000 

102,253 

Constellation, 

36 

314,212  i.S 

!.  20,000 

102,253 

New-York, 

.36 

159,639  60 

120,000 

102.752 

Adams, 

,3.2 

76,622  27 

6 ‘,000 

81,607 

Boston, 

.32 

119,570  04 

60,000 

81,607' 

469,973 

Time  necessary  to  repair,  See.  six  months. 

'Hole. — The  sums  and  periods  of  time,  estimated  for  repairing 
and  equipping  the  vessel^  of  war  comprehended  in  the  above  state- 
ment, are' in  a great  degree  conjectural ; though  it  is  presumed 
that  the  sums  stated  would.he  sufficient,  and  that  in  the  time 
stated  the  vessels  could  be  repaired.  . 

Until  these  vessels  shall  be  opened  and  thoroughly  examined,  it 
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Note. — An  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  a 74,  in  detail,,  is 
subjoined  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee.  The  .annua]  ex 
poise  of  all  rates  under  60  guns  is  given  from  past  experience,  amt 
in  neither  case,  it  is  believed,  does  this  statement  vary  materially 
from  what  would  be  the  actual  annual  expense. 

The  estimate  of  the  expense  of  building  ships  of  war  of  different 
rates,  is  believed  to  be  ample.  The  eases  referred  to  under  60  guns 
are  considered  as  appropriate;  they  shew  the  actual  cost  of  vessels 
of  war  some  years  since,  and  it  has  been  attempted  to  fix  the  ex- 
pense per  gun  by  this  standard  of  experience.  It  is  stated  dm  a 
50  gun  ship  may  be  built  and  equipped  for  2^5,000  dollars,  because 
the  frigate* President  cost  only  220,910  dollars  8 cents ; and  this  is 
believed  to  he  correct;  for  the  frigate  President,  although 


. 1 1 *■ ,»  . * ; , . 7 OrllcVcU  it)  UtJ  LUliLv'tj  iUl  lilt  x ACMUCAtl.  dlUiVlulIil  p 

ilher  vessels  of  war,  and  of  sixty-two  gun-boats  is  con-  rates  , thana  50gnn  ship,  yet  she  is  so  neavlv  equal  in  her  hull, 
these  oojects,  together  with  the  corps  of  marines, .lavy-i  arn;aJnei;t  sa5is,  rigging,  that  such  a trigam  %V(;uld  cc.rtJii,.iy 
ordnance,  &c.  are  es unrated  to  cost  2,o02,003  dollars ! cost  w ithin  5000  dollars  as  much  as  a 50  gun  ship  would  cost.  To 


obviously  impossible  to  ascertain,  with  any  great  degree  of 
precision,  what  would  be  die  expense  of  repairing  them,  or  what 
time  it  would  take  to  repair  them ; for,  until  then,  their  actual 
state  and  condition  cannot  be  ascertained.  By  some,  it  is  at  this 
time  thought,  that  neither  the  Nevv-York  nor  the  Boston  are 
worthy  of  being  repaired ; but  I hope  that,  on  opening  them,  we 
shall  rind  them  otherwise- : and  under  this  impression  I have 
returned  them  in  this  exhibit.  Should  they  be  found  too  rotten  to 
repair,  I shall  consider  it  as  a serious  misfortune:  for  they  have 
been  constructed  upon  the  most  approved  models  for  Vessels  of 
their  rates. 

In  the  estimate  of  die  expence  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1812,  the 
employment  of  all  our  frigates,  excepting  those  above  stated,  aiul 
of  all  our  other  vessels  of  war,  ~c  ~'—2~  ’ — - 

templated : 

yards  aiul  ordnance,  etc.  are  estimated  to  cost  *,5U2,uu3  aoiiars|cost  withi„  50oo  dolhtrs  as  much  as  a 50  gun  si.ip 

" Vs  dlfc  negate  amount  of  the  estimate  for  the . invaiidate  the  effect  of  this  reference  in  this  case,  it  might  he  said, 
year  1812.  ut  tins  sum,  that  although  the  frigate  President  cost  only  220.000  dollars,  yet 

rr,  ' that  other  frigates,  for  instance,  the  United  Siates,  the  Constitution 

The  expense  of  the  corps  ot  marines  is  estimated  at  228,905  90  aud  lhe  Constellation,  the  two  first  equal,  tlu-  last  inferior  in  ran 

a he  expense  of  navy-yards,  &c.  60,000  - 

The  expense  of  ordnance,  &c.  60,000 

The  expense  of  vessels  of  war  in  commission,  and  7 . v 
of  those  and  the  gun-boats  in  ordinary  3 8 

The  expense  of  the  62  gun-boats  in  commission  750,000 

Whole  amount  of  the  navy  estimate,  year  1812,  2,502,003  SO 

If,  then,  the  frigates  now  in  ordinary-  were  put  in  commission, 

* their  aggregate  annual  expense  in  service,  with  that  of  those  jt5,e  disadvantages  of  inexperience  in  the  one 
“ no-.v  employed,”  and  including  every  other  object  of  navy  ex-i  advantages  of  experience  in  the  other  ; advantages  which  it  is 
pense,  upon  ‘die  scale  contemplated  in  the  estimate  for  the  year  ! to  be  hoped  would  be  rather  improved  in  any  future. attempts  to 
1812,  \votild  be  the  sum  stated  under  die  head11  annual  expense,”  build  and  equip  vessels  of  war. 

The  number  of  men  required  for  the  frigate  President,  or  for 
either  of  pur  largest  44’s,  would  be  sufficient,  to  man  a 50  gun 


li'-r,  cost  considerably  more;  the  fact  indeed  is  so,  for  the  l mv  d 
States  cost  269,336  dollars  56  cents,  the  Gi.-i-riunum  cost  302.7 '.3 
dollars  84  cents,  and  the  Constellation,  of  i.uL-rier  rate  to  cither, 
cost  314,000  dollars  and  upwards.  But  it  met  be  reme  nb-‘iv-:l 
that  these  vessels  were  built  at  a time  when  y.  had  but  very  liitie 
~ j experience  on  the  subject  of  building  and  equipping  vessels  of  war ; 
® ami  the  fact,  iliac  the  frigate  Constellation,  a 36.  did  cost  m-arlyy 
100,000  dollars  more  than  the  frigate  President,  44,  is  evidence'  of 


expei 
Doh  469.973 


2,502,003  90 


in  this  exhibit,  viz. 

Added  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  navy  esti- 
mate, as  stated  above, 

Which  makes  2,971,976  90 

But,  excluding  the  expense  of  the  corps  of  marines,  navy-yards 
and  ordnance,  above  stated,  the  annual  expense  in  service  of  the 
frigates  nowin  ordinary,  with  that  of  those  now  employed,  and  of 
sixty-two  gun-boats  in  commission,  and  of  all  the  other  uun-boats 
in  ordinary,  would  be  2,623,071  dollars. 

The  aggregate  annual  expense,  if  the  frigates  now  in  ordinary 
Were  put  in  commission,  and  added  to  the  expense  of  the  vessels  of 
v.ar  now  in  commission  and  of  the  ordinary ; but  excluding  the 
expence  of  the  corps  of  marines,  navy-yards, ‘ordnance,  and  of  the 
62  gun-boats  in  commission ; that  is,  the  annual  expence  of  all  our 
vessels  of  war.  and  the  expense  of  gun-boats  in  ordinary,  would 
be  l,873,o7l  dollars.  J 

But,  as  stated  in  this  paper,  it  would  probably  take  six  months  to 
repair  the  frigates  in  ordinary:  hence,  their  expence,  if  put  in 
commission,  would,  for  the  year  1812.  hot  exceed  half  their  annual 
expence,  viz.  469,973  dollars— half  of  which  is  234,986  dollars  50 
cents,  say  235,000  dollars. 

If,  then,  the  frigates  in  ordinary  were  put  in  commission,  the 
whole  expense  of  the  navy  Jtr  the  year  1812,  including  every  ex- 
pence whatsoever,  [excepting  the  sum  stated  as  necessary  to  put 
the  Ingates  in  ordinary  in  repair]  would  be  2,737,003  dollars  90 
cents. 

And,  excluding  the  expense  of  the  marine  corps,  navy-yards  ar.d 
ordnance,  it  would  be  2,388,-098  dollars. 

And,  excluding  the  expence  of  the  marine  corps,'  navy-yards 
ordnance,  and  the  62  gun-boats  in  commission,  the  expense  lor  the9 
year  1312  would  be  1,638,098. 

li,  then,  we  had  all  our  vessels  of  war  in  .commission,  their  au- 
niiul  expense  would  be  1,873,071  dollars  ; but,  for  the  year  1812,  as 
live  ot  them  could  not  be  brought  into  actual  service  for  six 
months,  then*  exptnee  would  be  1.638,098  dollars. 

The  estimate  tor  the  repair  of  the  frigates  in  ordinary,  is  a dis- 
tinct consideration,  and  is  not  comprehended  in  any  of  the  views 
tm.en  ofthe  subject.  That  estimate,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  table,  amounts  to  430,000  dollars.  It;  then,  it  should  be  deter- 
mined to  put  the  frigates  now  in  ordinary  in  commission,  an  ap- 
propriation of  430,000  dollars  for  their  repair  and  equipment  and 
ol  23 3,000  dollars  for  their  support  in  actual  service  during  the 
year  1812,  would  be  necessary.  1'hese items,  added  to  the  aggregate 
ot  the  navy  estimate  for  the  year  1812,  would  make  the  whole 
expence  tor  that  year  3,217,003  dollars  90  cents. 

C. 

ESTIMATE  ofthe  expense  of  building  and  completely  cmdpPing 
Jar  actual  service,  vessels  of  war  of  various  rates ; and  the  annual 

ex  pence  of  each. 


ship  ; hence  the  annual  expense  oi’ a 50  gun  ship-  would  he  about 
the  same  as  the  annual  expense  ofthe  President,  viz.  115,214  dol- 
lars, and  it  is  so  stated  accordingly  in  the  appropriate  column. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  committee* 
that  cannon,  and  a considerable  proportion  of  tin:  requisite  limber 
for  six  74  gun-ships,  are  at  this  time  provided  and  deposited  in  the 
different  navy  yards 

ESTIMATE  of  the  pay  and  rations  of  the  officers  and  crevv  of  a 
ship  of  war  of  74  guns  for  12  months— 650  men. 


Rate 


Expence,  of 

building. 

Annual  expences  of  each. 

Per  gun.  j 

Dollars. 

.Dollars. 

Dls.  4,500 

ta333,000 

211,784 

4.500  | 

[-2 70,000 

140,000 

4,500  1 

! 225,000 

115,214 

4.500  1 

198,000 

110,000 

4;500  1 

1 162,000 

102,000 

4.500  | 

1 128,000 

82,000 

3,500  i 

1 70,000  1 

S 50,202 

l commander 
5 lieutenants 
l master 
1 surgeon  - - 

16  midshipmen 
1 purser  - 
3 surgeon’s  mates  - 
1 boatswain 
1 gunner 
1 sail  maker 
1 carpenter  - 

3 master’s  mates 

1 captain’s  clerk  - 

4 boatswain’s  mates  - 
4 carpenter’s  mates 

2 boatswain’s  yeomen 
2 gunner’s  yeomen 

. 2 carpenter’s  yeomen 
2 syil  makers  mates  - 
18  quarter  gunners  - 

1 chaplain 

12  quarter  masters 

2 yeomen  of  gun  room 
1 coxswain 

1 cooper 
l steward  - 

1 armourer  • 

2 masters-  at-arms 

1 cook  - - 


The  Frigate  President  cost 
Philadelphia 
New -York 
Essex 

John  Adams 
Maryland 


dots.  270,910  08 
179,349  00 
159,639  60 
139,362  50 
113.505  72 
70;219  S3 


92 

280  able  seamen 

233  ordinary  seamen  and  boys 


Amount  of  pay 


24420  123 
40320 

27960 

92700 


92,700 


123  rations 


92  estimated  in  provisions. 

31  rations  per  days,  11315  per  annum  at  TO  cents, 
Amount  of  pay  aud  rations 


2,263 
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PROVISIONS  FOR 

560  MEN. 

207,594  pounds  bread,  at 

dots,  00  05 

10,370  00 

592  barrels  beef 

14  50 

8,584  00 

507  do.  pork 

18  00 

9,126  00 

170  do.  Hour 

10  00 

1,700  00 

16,900  pounds  of  suet 

20 

3,380  00 

14^328  gallops  of  spirits 

90 

13,345  00 

528  bushels  of  peas 

1 00 

528  00 

12,675  pounds  of  cheese 

18 

2,281  50 

33,800  do.  rice 

5 

1,690  00 

4,225  do.  butter 

20 

845  00 

2,113  gallons  of  molasses. 

75 

1,584  75 

2,113  do.  of  vinegar 

25 

528  25 

dolls.  53,972  20 

Pay  of  a detachment  of  marines,  5,675 

Clothing,  &e.  2,500 

dolls.  8,175 

Recapitulation  and  general  estimate. 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  navy  officers  and  seamen  94,965 

Pay  and  clothing  of  a detachment  of  marines  8,175 


Provisions  35,972 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores  5,000 

Repairs  and  contingencies  40,000 

Whole  annual  expence  of  a 74  202,110 


D 

EXIIJBIT  shelving  the  numbei'  of  gun-boafs  in  cmnmission,  and  in 
ordinary  ; their  station , &c. 


=5  ia< 

II 

1 3 

| Where  stationed. 

Number  in 
commission 

Under  re-  ] 
pair,  j 
Number  in  I 
ordinary.  | 

54iNew-York 

20 

34,  7 

26!Ne\v-Oiieans 

19 

| 

14 

Norfolk 

8 

I 

2 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

j 

4 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

4 

1 

11 

St.  Mary’s 

11 

1 

10 

Washington 

1 

9 

8 

Portland 

* 

;*  2 

Boston 

2 j 

4 

Connecticut  & R.  Island 

4i 

20 

Philadelphia 

20 

10 

Baltimore 

10 1 , 



— 

■ 

' 165 

62 

86!  7 

Remarks— By  the  last  reports  the  gun  boats  in  ordinary  generally 
were  in  a state  of  preservation ; all  thos-e  in  commission  are  in 
good  condition. 


Singular  Law  Case. 

© 

[R.E  POUT  ED  FOR.  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PRESS.] 

A cause,  probably  the  most  extraordinary  that 
ever  came  before  a court  of  justice,  in  any  country, 
in  any  age — as  respects  the  points  of  controversy 
involved,  the  parties,  the  trial,  and  the  termina- 
tion, has  lately  been  heard  in  Philadelphia,  before 
the  honorable  Mr.  Justice  Yeates,  and  a special 
jury. 

The  plaintiff  is  the  king  of  Spain,  claiming  at 
the  hands  of  David  Parish,  esq.  the  defendant,  a 
sum  of  about  - one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars,  for  duties  alledged  to  have  accrued  on  a 
certain  licensed  trade  transacted  by,  and  under  the 
orders  of  Mr.  Parish,  by  virtue  of  alledged  per- 
mission from  the  Spanish  crown,  between  the  Spa 
nish  colonies  and  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  trial  began  on  Wednesday  the  ^th  of  April, 
and  proceeded, on  th^t  day,  Thursday  the  9th,  Fri- 
day the  10th,  Saturday  the  11th,  Monday,  Tues- 
day, Wednsday,  Thursday  and  Saturday,  the  13th, 
14th,  1 5th . 16th,  and  18th,  and  on  Monday,  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday,  the  20th,  31st,  and  22d  of 
April. 

On  Wednesday  the  22d,  after  receiving  the  charge 
of  the  court  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  the  jury  re- 
tired to  their  private  apartment,  and  continued  to- 
gether the  remainder  of  that  day  and  that,  ijight 
and -the  next  day  and  night,  without  agreei  ng  . in  a 
verdict  On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  they  retired, 
they  came  in  court,  and  by  their  foroipan  proposed 
a questiou  to  the-  judge  respecting  the  legality  of 


certain  evidence,  to  which  ■question  the  judge  an^ 
swered — not,  however,  it  is  presumable  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  jury  as  after  withdrawing,  they  came 
into  court  again  on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday  the 
23d,  still  without  a verdict ; aYid  once  more  retired 
to  their  apartment.  At  this  time  judge  Yeates  in- 
formed the  jury  that  he  should  leave  town  in  the 
morning,  to  go  home  to  Lancaster,  and  that  the 
chief  justice  would  attend  to  receive  their  verdict. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock  at  night  on 
the  22d,  the  judge  having  received  a note  from  the 
jury  went  to  the  house,  in  which  the  jury  were  in 
session,  but  without  seeing  or  conversing  with 
them  ; and  that  night,  in  consequence  of  his  sug- 
gestion, received  certain  interrogatories  presented  to 
to  him  on  the  part  of  the  jury.  . 

Early  the  next  morning,  Friday  the 24th,  judge 
Yeates  left  Philadelphia  oh  his  return  home  to  Lan- 
caster. At  ten  o’clock  that  day,  the  jury  came  in- 
to court  according  to  adjournment,  and  received 
from  Mr,  chief  justice  Tilghtnan,  who  attended 
the  written  answers  of  judge  Yeates  to  the  written 
questions,  proposed  by  the  jury  at  the  suggestion 
of  judge  Yeates  the  night  before — the  jury  then 
retired  : and  soon  after  separated  : from  which, 

circumstance  it  is  presumable  they  agreed  on,  and, 
as  is  usual,  sealed  up  their  verdict. 

At  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday  the 
24th,  the  court  assembled,  according  to  adjourn- 
ment, the  jury  and  the  chief  justice  attending,  to 
give  and  to  receive,  the  verdict  : But  the  king  of 
Spain  being  three  times  called,  and  no  one  answer- 
ing in  his  behalf,  after  the  subjoined  protest  had 
been  read,  the  plaintiff  was  nonsuited. 

It  is  not  in  our  power  to  exhibit  even  an  outline 
in  this  singular  case,  as  it  appeared  on  either  side, 
nor  of  the  speeches  of  counsel.  Though  Ferdi- 
nand the  VII.  was  not  named  in  the  record,  the  ac- 
tion was  prosecuted  for  his  use.  The  defence  as- 
serted the  fact  of  the  duties  having  been  regularly 
accounted  for  with  the  pe.«ons  to  whom  the  defen- 
dant pleaded  he  was  alone  accountable;  and  denied 
moreover  that  the  plaintiff,  Ferdinand  the  VII.  had 
any  right  to  sue. 

A great  deal  of  evidence  was  given  on  both  sides, 
as  to  the  actual  situation  of  Spain,  alternately  as- 
serting and  denying  the  rbval  pretentions  of  Ferdk 
nandtheVIl.  and  of  Joseph  Napoleon.  The  prin- 
ciples of  the  Spanish  constitution  ; the  rights  of 
royal  succession,  abdication  and  conquest ; the 
famous  conferences  at  Bayonne,  between  Napoleon, 
Ferdinand  the  VII.  and  Charles  the  IV  ; with  the 
most  interesting  scenes  latterly  performed  in  Spain; 
were  brought  into  discussion. 

His  excellency  the  chevalier  D’Onis,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  Spain 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  though  not  re- 
cognized in  that  capacity  by  the  American  govern- 
ment, after  protesting  in  form  against  the  jurisdic' 
tion  of  the  court  to  compel  his  attendance  under  a 
subpoena,  was  examined  as  a witness.  His  excellen- 
cy count  Pahlen,  late  minister  plenipotentiary  from 
Russia  to  the  United  States,  now  from  Russia  to 
the  Brazils,  M.  Pederson,  charge  dy  affaires  and 
consul  general  from  Sweden  to  the  United  States, 
and  M.  de  Douzy,  vice  consul  of  France,  resident  at 
Philadelphia,  were  likewise  examined  as  witnesses, 
each  under  protest. 

We.  have  obtained  and  annexed,  a copy  of  the 
protest  of  the  plaintiff’s  counsel,  from  which  it  will 
appear  that  the  termination  of  this  extraordinary 
trial  was  not  less  extraordinary  than  the  principles 
it  involves  and  the  manner  of  their  trial. 
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it  was  addressed  atid  read  to  the  chief  justice,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

THE  KING  OF  SPAIN  VS.  PARISH. 

Sir — The  novelty  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
morning  will  be  an  apology  for  the  appearance  of 
our  not  being  ready  at  the  moment  to  express  a sen- 
timent either  as  it  respects  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
sel,or  the  interest  of  our  client. — Without  meaning, 
however,  to  derogate  from  the  rights  of  the  bench, 
we  now  deem  it  a duty  to  declare — 

1st.  That  we  consider  the  manner  in  which  a 
written  question  from  the  jury  was  communicated 
and  answered  as  irregular  and  injurious  to  the  rights 
of  the  parties. 

2.  That  we  consider  the  written  answer  of  judge 
Yeates  to  the  first  written  question  of  the  jury  as 
unfounded  in  fact,  so  far  as  it  affirms  that  it  was  not 
pretended  by  the  plaintiff’s  counsel  that  Ferdinand 
the  Vllth.  or  any  persons  under  him  were  in  the 
ful/ exercise  of  all  the  rights  of  royalty. 

3d.  That  we  consider  the  written  answer  of  judge 
Yeates  to  the  second  written  question,  as  calculated 
to  influence  thejury  in  determining  whether  they 
would  find  a special  or  a general  verdict. 

4th.  That  we  consider  the  refusal  of  judge  Yeates 
to  give  a distinct  and  public  question  of  thejury, 
whether  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Labouchere  was  le- 
gal evidence,  as  a departure  from  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  on  which  the  testimony,  with  the  assent 
of  the  judge  was  allowed  to  be  read  in  evidence, 
and  as  an  injury  to  the  cause  of  the  plaintiff. 

For  these  reasons  we  have  determined  as  counsel 
for  the  plaintiff  to  decline  receiving  the  verdict  of 
the  jury. 

We  have  the  honor,  &c.  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servants.  JARED  INGERSOLL. 

W.  RAWLE. 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

C.  J.  INGERSOLL. 

J.  R.  INGERSOLL 

Philadelphia,  April  24th,  1812. 


The  Orders  in  Council. 

The  following  article  from  the  London  Courier  of 
the  17th  of  March,  isin  such  close  eoneord  with 
the  declarations  of  the  ministry  in  both  houses  .of 
parliament,  that  it  has  nearly  the  force  o an  offi- 
cial communication.  The  true  ground  of  the  or- 
ders is  exhibited  in  the  fourth  paragraph. 
AMERICA. — That  the  whole  conduct  of  go- 
vernment in  relation  to  these  orders,  seems  to  have 
been  strictly  conformable,  not  only  to  the  principles 
of  sound  policy,  but  to  the  law  of  nations  as  neces- 
sarily modified  by  the  unprecedented  circumstances 
of  modern  times,  cannot  now  be  questioned.  A 
neutral  trade  is  a trade  that  owes  its  existence  to 
the  toleration  of  belligerents,  a trade  suffered  to 
proceed  in  time  of  war,  because  it  alleviates  the  ca- 
lamities of  war,  and  is  subservient  to  the  profit  of  the 
neutral  trade,  but  to  the  accommodation  of  both 
belligerents.  The  convenience  of  the  belligerents 
is  however  the  primary  object  of  th’s  species  of 
traffic — the  profit  of  tbe  trader  is  only  a secondary 
consideration.  Neutral  trade  therefore  can  only 
be  carried  on  under  such  regulations  as  the  bellige- 
rents choose  to  impose — and  it  the  belligerents  find 
that  it  is  not  essential  to  their  accommodation,  or 
for  the  annoyariee  of  each  other,  or  from  any  other 
motive  whatever,  they  wish  to  suspend  it,  it  follows 
from  the  very  definition  of  neutral  trade,  that  they 
have  a right  to  do  so. 

The  whole  body  of  French  decrees  and  British 


orders  in  council,  taken  as  a system,  may  be  regard- 
ed as  a sort  of  tacit  agreement  between  France  and 
England,  that  neutral  trade  shall  no  longer  be  car- 
ried on. 

Our  government  is  justified  in  issuing  the  orders 
in  council,  by  the  conduct  of  the  French  govern 
ment  in  issuing  their  decrees — and,  until  satisfacto- 
ry evidence  is  produced,  that  the  -decrees  are  really 
and  bona  fide  rescinded,  the  orders  ought  certainlv 
to  be  continued  in  force.  It  would  even  seem  that 
under  the  very  peculiar  circumstances  of  modern 
times,  a broader  view  of  the  right  of  the  British  go- 
vernment to  issue  those  orders  may  be  taken,  than 
what  results  frOm  the  principle  of  retaliation,  and 
that,  though  the  French  deerees  never  existed,  the 
British  cabinet  would  have  had  a good  right  to  is- 
sue the  orders  in  council,  on  finding  that  the  Ame- 
ricans carried  on,  in  fact,  the  whole  trade  of  France, 
and  deprived  England  of  almost  all  the  advantages* 
which  in  regard  to  the  annoyance  of  her  enemy, 
she  was  entitled  to  derive  from  her  naval  supre- 
macy. 

In  all  former  wars,  the  naval  power  of  the  con- 
tending parties  has  been  pretty  equally  balanced, 
4nd  the  rules  prescribed  for  the  regulation  of  neu- 
trals have  been  promulgated  by  the  joint  authority 
of  all  the  belligerents.  In  this  war,  however,  there 
is  but  one  belligerent  that  appeal  s upon  the  ocean — 
the  powers  and  prerogatives  that  used  to  be  divided 
ajnong  several,  have  been  absorbed  by  the  resourc- 
es and  valor  of  the  nation  that  rules  the  seas.  By 
the  laws,  therefore,  of  nature  and  nations,  as  well 
as  by  the  principles  of  common  sense,  this  predo- 
minant power  must  have  a right  to  enact  laws  for 
the  regulation  of  its  own  element,  and  to  confine 
the  trade  of  neutrals  .within  such  bounds,  as  its-owa 
rights  and  interests  require  to  be  drawn. 

The  diminution  of  neutral  trade,  necessarily  a, oc- 
casioned by  this  just  exercise  of  the  maritime  right 
of  Britain,  is  at  present  made  use  of  bv  the  Ameri- 
can rulers  as  a convenient  handle  to  influence  the 
populace  against  England,  and  they  even  seem  to  be 
holding  out  the  extraordinary  proposal  of  vindicat- 
ing what  they  call  their  neutral  rights  by  force  of 
arms. 

This  scheme,  if  seriously  entertained,  will  be  si© 
less  abortive  in  execution,  than  it  is  absurd  in  theo- 
ry, an  armed  neutral  is  a contradiction  in  terms 

when  a nation  arms  for  the  purpose  of  asserting 
neutral  rights,  it  ceases  to  he  a neutral,  and  A meri- 
ca may  rest  assured  that  the  cause  of  neutrality  wM 
never  be  promoted  by  her  assuming  the  character 
of  a belligerent;  at  present  she  has  it  in  her  power 
to  enjoy  the  whole  of  that  large  and  valuable  branch 
of  trade,  which  she  has  hitherto  been  accustomed  U® 
carry  on  with  the  British  dominions.  If  sire  goes  i® 
war  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  neutral  rights,  tike 
will  lose  the  trade  of  Britain,  without  recovering 
that  of  France.  Her  commerce  will  be  swept  frets, 
the  ocean,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  neutral  rights 
will  be  found  in  exactly  the  same  situation  in  which 
they  stood  at  the  beginning. 


Travellers  in  America. 

(continued  from  page  118.) 

At  Gallipoli*  the  sympathies  of  gup  traveller  s/ee 
greatly  excited  by  the  wretched  state  of  the  posr 
emigrants  resident  there.  Deceived  by  the  repre- 
sentations of  some  speculator,  who  described  this 
the  promised  land,  flowing  with  milk  and  hoise^ 
about  fridfyi'.rndrcd  families,  who  found  the  l 
tionary  riots  and  disturbances  of  theiraative  France, 
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somewhat  subversive  of  their  ease  and  comfort, 
embarked  their  fortunes  and  their  lives  in  the  un- 
happy settlement.  But  they  found  the  land  neither 
flowing  with  milk  nor  honey ; nor  capable  of 
yielding  to  their  most  laborious  exertions  the 
means  of  sustenance.  Some  soon  died  of  vexation 
and  disappointment;  diseases  carried  off  the  great- 
er part ; and  sixteen  only  of  the  Jive  hundred  fami- 
lies who  originally  settled  here  are  now  left — these 
reduced  by  disease  and  hunger  exceed  in  vvretch- 
edness  of  appearance  the  haggard  inmates  of  an 
Infirmary.  Mr.  A.  generously  supplied  them  with 
a Ik  tie  Indian  meal  to  prevent  immediate  starvation. 
There  is,  however,  some  line  *peach  brandy  dis 
tided  here,  which  may  perhaps  determine  its  inhabi- 
tants not  entirely  to  abandon  the  place. 

.Leaving  Gallipolis,  full  of  the  milk  of  human  kind- 
ness our  traveller  gets  on  to  the  mouth  of  Great 
Sandy  river,  which  is  “ remarkable  for  being  the 
boundary  where  Virginia  subsides  and  Kentucky 
commences. ” Mr.  A.  is  endued  with  the  rare  and 
happy  faculty  of  fc tuition  ; by  which  he  is  enabled 
to  beepme  thoroughly  acquainted  with  a whole 
state  LhcmomeriLhesets  his  footon  any  part  ofit — by 
this  too  he  is  empowered  to  correct  the  erroneous 
accounts  which  have  been  heretofore  given  of  the 
fertile  soil  of  Kentucky,  and  to  offer  to  those  afflict- 
ed with  the  cacocthes  migrandi  the  most  incontesta- 
ble arguments  against  its  indulgence.  There  is 
only  one  small  spot,  in  the  centre  of  the  state,  which 
is  at  all  habitable,  and  here  the  price  of  the  land 
vanes  from  fifty  to  Jive  hundred  dollars  per  acre  ; 
which  is  not  oniy  a strong  evidence  of  its  want  of 
value,  but  constitutes  an  objection  against  settling 
there  which  few  emigrants  would  be  able  to  sur- 
mou  at.  The  rest  of  the  state  is  a barren  wilderness 
incapable  of  affording  subsistence  to  man  or  beast. 
At  Alexandria,  a little  town  situated  on  a point  of 
land  at  the  junction  of  the  Little  and  Big  Seiota, 
Mr.  A.  was  offered  his  choice  of  some  fine  building 
lots  “ for  a strong  pair  of  shoes.”  This  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  shew  the  despicable  state  of  its  resources. 
There  are  some  fertile  lands  on  the  Seiota,  but  they 
plight  as  well  be  on  the  Styx,  for  they  are  “ subject 
to  inundation,  and  consequently  capable  of  generat- 
ing both  fever  and  flux  so  that,  upon  the  whole 
?c  his  majesty’s”  subjects  would  act  unwisely  to 
^migrate.  From  this  place,  our  traveller  undertook 
a.  journey  to  Chilicolhe,  “ through  a wilderness  so 
thick,  deep,  dark,  and  impenetrable , that  the  light, 
pouch  less  the  air  of.  heaven  was  nearly  denied  ac- 
cess.” We  should  have  been  inclined  to  suppose 
that  he  had  borrowed  the  fairy  form  of  Gossamer  in 
which  Miss  Owenson’s  Glorvina  -floated  like  an  in- 
carnation on  the  gaze,*  but  that  he  tells  us  immedi- 
ately afterwards,  he  was  stung  to  madness  by  the 
fflusQiutccs  ; a circumstance  which  satisfactorily  de- 
monstrates that  in  his  own  mortal  and  corporeal 
form,  he  penetrated  through  this  impenetrable  wil- 
derness. The  people  of  Chilicorhe,  poor,  ignorant 
creatures,  have  removed  the  earth  from  a mound 
which  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  This  clear- 
ly proves  the  vulgarity  and  depravity  of  their  taste. 
Any  other  people  in  the  world,  that  is,  civilized 
people;  would  have  suffered  “ so  beautiful,  so  an- 
tique, and  so  interesting  an  ornamCnt\ * to  have  re- 
mained. Mr.  A.  was  too  much  disgusted  with  this 
proof  of  their  depravity,  to  remain  long  with  the 


or  of  Kentucky.”  Poor  Cuff  did  not  attend  his 
master  in  thiS,  tour.  Foreseeing  the  difficulty  of 
'leering  his  boat  across  the  mountains,  he  was  in- 
duced to  leave  that  behind,  and  borrow  a horse  from 
his  landlord.  Passing  through  Washington  and 
Millersburgh  he  arrived  at  Paris,  and  stopped  at  a 
complete  Kentucky  inn,  where  a negro  girl  took  his 
horse  to  the  stable,  and  said  she  was  ostler.  Fatigu- 
ed and  hungry,  he  demanded  the  simple  refresh- 
ment of  a cup  of  tea,  but  was  compelled  to  wait  for 
three  or  four  Hours,  or  until  the  children  of  the 
house  were  able  to  catch  the  fowls,  after  which  they 
had  been  dispatched  over  the  adjacent  fields,  and 
which  naturally  anxious  to  prolong  their  devoted 
lives,  gave  to  their  pursuers  all  possible  trouble. 
Having  at  length  finished  his  repast,  he  threw  a 
dollar  on  the  table  which  was  taken  up  by  the  mis- 
tress of  the.  house,  who  “ pitching  it  to  a negro,  de- 
sired him  to  chop  it.  Chop  it  Madam  ! I want.it 
changed !”  Chopped,  however,  it  literally  was,  to 
the  no  small  astonishment  of  the  traveller,  whose 
dollar  was  returned  to  him  with  the  loss  of  an  angle 
of  about  45  degrees.  With  few  other  adventures 
worth  mentioning  he  got  safely  into  Lexington,  the 
capitol  of  the  state. 

Lexington  is  a flourishing  town,  and  except  one, 
the  largest  inland  town  in  the  United  States.  The 
inhabitants  shew  some  marks  of  civilization,  ex- 
cept on  Sundays  when  they  give  a loose  to  their 
dispositions , and  exhibit  “traits  that  should  exclu- 
sively belong  to  untutored  savages.”  The  churches 
instead  of  serving  as  temples  of  devotion  are  made 
the  rendezvous  of  rogues  and  prostitutes.  The 
prevailing  amusements  of  the  place  are  dnn/cing 
and  gambling.  The  ladies  (what  a gallant  our  tra- 
veller is  !)  are  vastly  superior  to  the  men — are  fair 
and  florid,  and  some  of  them  may  be  considered  as 
rude  beauties , but  then  they  all  want  that  chaste  and 
elegant  form — that  rotundity  of  person,  and  rouge 
of  countenance — which  distinguish  “our  country* 
women;”  but  this  may  be  attributed  to  the  savage- 
taste  and  vulgarity  of  the  men,  There  are,  howe- 
ver, six  or  eight  families  of  the  better  sort,  who 
“ keep  livery  servants  and  admit  no  persons  to  their 
tables  pf  vulgar  manners  or  suspicious  character.”  — - 
(We  would  willingly  give  a “ftp”  to  know  whether 
our  traveller  was  admitted  beyond  this  line  of  dis- 
tinction.) To  prevent  all  thoughts  of  emigration 
to  Kentucky,  Mr.  A.  predicts  that  the  whole  state 
must  very  rapidly  decline  znd  degenerate,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  frequency  of  malignant  fevers, 
Near  the  town,  he  found  out  a catacomb  of  embalm- 
ed Indians  ; but  this  grand  object  had  been  so  des- 
spoiled  and  defaced  by  the  brutal  ignorance  of  the 
inhabitants,  that  our  virtuoso,  with  all  his  reading, 
and  all  his  travelling,  could  not  find  out  by  what 
means  the  Indians  learned  the  art  of  embalming 
their  dead — he  is  of  opinion,  however,  that  they 
could  not  have  embalmed  after  the  manner  of  Hero- 
dotus, because  they  had  not  the  materials • 

Travelling  liesurefy  along,  in  search  of  antiqui- 
ties and  curiosities,  Mr.  A.  fell  in  with  a strange  set 
of  people  who  are  called  by  others  'shakers  and 
tremblers,  but  who  call  themselves  the  children  of 
the  Lord.  Upon  inquiry,  he  found  that  these  extra- 
ordinary beings  had  followed  the  prophetess  Jemima , 
from  the  eastern  states,  but  soon  relinquishing  her 
doctrines,  had  established  a religion  of  their  own, 
elected  a high  priest,  and  made  over  to  him  the 
whole  of  their  property  in  trust  for  the  Lord.  It  is 
a flourishing, society — -the  name  of  the,  place  they 
have  chosen  is  Lebanon.  He  found  several  horns' 
a few  hog’s  tushes,  and  the  tooth  ol  a 
mammoth,  which  were  carefully  treasured  up  for 


natives  ; after  dining  once  with  tne  governor,  there- 
fore, he  was  glad  to  get  out  of  the  place. 

“ 1 have  just  returned  from  a tour  into  the  interi- 

*Entende5  vqus,  cher  lecteur?  Non.  Ni  moi,  jof  the  deer, 
Fron  pip; 
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he  royal  museum.  In  the  course  of  his  rambles 
along  the  great  Miami,  he  was  entertained  with 
great  kindness  by  a Mr.  Digby,  “our  countryman” 
who  had  been  some  time  settled  there,  under  the 
influence  ,of  that'  delusion  which  has  seduced  so 
many  of  “ his  majesty’s  subjects”  to  abandon  their 
own  dear  country.  From  this  gentleman  he  learn 
ed  that  the  most  that  any  farmer  could  do  in  the; 
Western  country,  “ was  just  not  to  starve which  j 
seemed  the  more  extraordinary,  as  he  tola  him  also,  j 
that  the  Indian  corn  grew  almost  to  the  sine  of  oak 
trees,  and  produced  a hundred  bushels  to  the  acre, 
and  thd  wheat  to  the  height  of  twelve  feet,  yielding  | 
never,  less  than  sixty  bushels  per  acre. 

“The  inhabitants  of  Louisville  are  universally 


mocking  bird.5*  “ Of  the  inhabitants  I have  al- 
ready said  enough  to  make  humanity  shudder.,*— 
[That  is  a truth  we  shall  not  dispute.]  They  tram- 
ple on  all  . he  advantages  spread  before  them  by 
nature,  and  live  in  a brutal  ignorartce  of  the  c karris 
and  luxuries'  which surround  them.”  Take  care 
M . A.  these  channs  and  luxuries  may  invite  emi- 
grants, who  are  better  able  to  appreciate  them  — but 
no!  the  whole  country’  is  subject  to  “agues,  which 
subside  into  nervous  levers,  and  violent  and  wasting 
: fluxes-”  No  man  in  his  senses  will  encounter 
[these — the  charms,  therefore,  are  really  no  charms 
lat  all.  (to  be  continued.) 


addicted  to  gambling  and  drinking.”  Tfieir  mode 
of  living  may  be  taken  from  the  following  instance, 
which  “ conveys  a general  idea  of  the  whole  state.” 
Mr.  A.  had  met  with'a  Kentuckyan  on  the  road, 
and  accompanied  him  home.  “On  entering  the 
house,  which  was  a log  one,  fitted  up  very  well, 
the  Kentuckyan  never  exchanged  a word  with  Jus 
wife  or  his  children,  notwithstanding  he  had  been- 
absent  several  days.  No  tender  inquiry,  no  affection 
or  sentiment,  but  a contemptuous  silence,  and  a stern 
brutality , which  block  up  all  the  . avenues  to  the 
heart.  The  poor  woman , whom  1 pitied,  (for  it  is  a 
fact,  that  the  women  do  not  degene  rate  in  proportion 
to  the  men,  but  continue  to  this  day  amiable ) made 
a l u ge  bowl  of  drink  called  toddy,  composed  of 
sugar,  water,  whiskey  and peach  juice,  and  handed 
it  to  her  husband  with  ail  the  servility  of  a menial ; 
he  drank  and  handed  it  to  me,  who  followed  his 
example,  and  found  the  liquor  excellent.”  It  must 
not  be  wondered  at  thatthepoor,  untutored,  savage 
Kentuckyan,  got  “more  than  two  thirds  drunk,” 
that  is,  as  the  sailors  term  it,  three  sheets  in  the  wind, 
and  the fourth  shivering , before  the  dinner  was  ended, 
upon  a liquor  which  this  great  man  found  excellent. 

“ Mv  servant  [ Cuff\  who  is  far  a better  botanist 
than  myself,  presented  to  my  notice  several  herbs ; 

I knew  one  to  be  th elaustrachia  [poor  ianaeus,  that 
foolish  old  Swedish  botanist,  used  to  call  this  plant 
Euphrasia!]  which,  by  being  soaked  in  warm  wa- 
ter, and  applied  moist  to  the  eye,  restores  a weak 
sight,  or  stops  the  fountain  of  the  worst  cataract. 
The  next  was  that  extraordinary  herb  called  escur- 
sbnera , [ extraordinary  indeed  ! so  much  so  that  it 
has  escaped  the  notice  of  every  botanist,  except 
Mr.  A.  and  his  man  Cuff ; and  from  its  extraordi- 
nary virtues,  we  must  regret  that  Cuff  or  his  mas 
ter  did  not  leave  some  description  bv  which  it  might 
be  hereafter  known  and  classed]  which  is  an  anti- 
dote against  all  sorts  of  poison,  and  a remedy  for 
the  bite  of  the  worst  vipers.  It  is  also  said  to  he 
serviceable  in  the  yellow  fever  ; in  fits,  paroxysm* 
and  vapours,  [qu.  all  sorts  of  paroxysms  ? or  only 
paroxysms  of  the.  vapours  ?]  and  capable  of  dispel- 
ling  gloom  and  melancholy  ! ! There  was  also  ano 
ther  vegetable  whose  flower  was  very  beautiful,  and 
which  the  Indians  used  in  all  cases  of  fever  and  flux. 
The  same  exists  in  Portugal,  and  is  known  by  the 
name  ot  anagris .”  There  is  a plant  in  Portugal 
called  anagyris  ; but  of  this  we  have  heard  of  one 
species  only,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  south  of 
Europe. 

Having  charged  his  rifle  and  pistols  and  placed  a 
couteau  de  chaise  under  his  head , “ to  prevent  the 
robberies  frequently  perpetrated  in  Kentucky,”  our 
modest  botanist  laid  himself  down,  and  eontrarily 
to  the  general  operation  of  “ excessive , fatigue  passed 
a night  ot  tranquil  and  undisturbed  repose,”  from 
which  he  was  roused  in  the  morning,  not  bv  the 
crowing  of  Cuff,  but  “ by  an  extraordinary  fine 


Biography. 

[The  following  extraordinary  memoirs  of  the  life 
of  a Tyrolese,  who  lias  for  some  time  past  resided 
at  the  city  of  Washington,  and  who  has  received 
a grant  from  the  national  Legislature,  as  a reward 
for  his  services  to  general  Eaton  in  the  memora- 
ble war  against  Tripoli,  is  copied  from  the  Pori 
Folio  for  last  month.  The  history  is  said  to  be 
given  by  a member  of  congress,  who  no  doubt, 
received  ii  from  the  lips  of  the  man  himself.] 
Gervasio  Probasio  Santuari  was  born  at  a village 
near  Trent,  in  the  Tyrol,  on  the  21st  October,  1/72. 
He  was  educated  in  one  of  the  schools  of  that  cou  n- 
try, in  which,  part  of  the  learner’s  time  is  devoted 
to  literature,  and  part  to  the  exercise  of  the  agricul- 
tural and  mechanic  arts.  lie  was  then  sent  to  col- 
lege, for  the  purpose  of  being  educated  to  the  Ro 
inish  church.  But  not  liking  his  occupation  or 
prospects,  he  quitted  his  theological  studies,  and 
entered  very  young  into  the  married  life.  For  a 
while  he  solicited  employment  as  a sur  veyor  of  land. 
Shortly  after,  when  Joseph  the  second,  ordered  an 
expedition  against  the  Turks,  he  entered  the  army 
under  Laudun,  and  marched  on  the  expedition  to 
Belgrade.  He  afterwards  sustained  his  part  of  the 
siege  of- Mantua  under  Wurmser.  After  the  capitula- 
tion of  that  city,  he  was  under  the  command  of  Al- 
ving,  and  deserted  from  the  Austrian  army  to  avoid 
the  punishment  of  hanging  for  having  been  concern- 
ed in  a duel.  He  joined  the  French  at  Milan,  and 
passed  by  the  name  of  Carlo  Hassanda . But  grow- 
ing weary  of  the  suspicion  which  attached  to  him 
as  a spy,  he  poisoned  the  guards  by  administering 
to  them  drink  containing  deadly  doses  of  opium, 
and  escaped  jto  a village  situated  in  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Switzerland.  Here  to  avoid  detection, 
he  assumed  the  narn-'  oi'  Joan  Fugcna  Leitensdorfer . 
From  this  place  he  sent  word  to  his  family  of  his 
situation,  and  received  from  them  a remittance  of 
money.  With  this  he  bought  watches  and  jeweling 
and  travelled  into  France  and  Spain;  selling 
wares  as  he  went. 

In  this  capacity  he  visited  Toulon,  arr]  was  indu- 
ced to  embark  in  a vessel  and  sail  for  Egypt.  Af- 
ter his  arrival  he  wandered  to  Cairo,  while  Meuo-'i 
commanded  the  French  forces,  and  he  ass i„ Led  i» 
the  agricultural  and  economical  pi  ojecis  of  i.««  insti- 
tute that  was  formed  there.  Some  time  after  the 
arrival  of  the  English  army  and  o!  Abercrombie** 
death,  he  quitted  the- French  and  attached  hirosrii 
to  the  British.  By  the  English  officers  he  was  en- 
couraged to  open  a coff  ee  house  -for  ihcir  entertain- 
ment. In  this  occupation  he  collected  munav  enough 
to  buy  a house,  and  to  be  concerned  in  a theatre,  i® 
| which  the  military  gentlemen  of  dramatic  taste per- 
j formed  plays.  Here  he  married  a Coptic  worn  am 
Ou  the  withdrawing  of  the  English,  he  found  a 
-•  necessary  to  leave  Alexandria  too.  Hi.  abandoned 
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his  wife,  child  and  property,  and  arrived,  after  an  or- 
dinary voyage,  at  Messina,  in  Sicily.  At  that  place, 
being  out  of  employment, and  destitute  of  resources, 
he  entered  himself  a novice  in  a monastry  of  Capu 
chin  friars;  and  after  having  practised  their  disci- 
pline & enjoyed  their  bounty, under  the  name  of  Po- J 
dre  Anselmo,  until  a -convenient  opportunity  offered1 
of  running  away,  he  went  off  in  a vessel  for  Smyr-j 
P.a,  He  soon  reached  Constantinople,  and  there 
rambled  about  for  three  days  without  food  or  drink,  j 
At  length  meeting  a Capuchin,  he  begged  of  himal 
pack  pf  cards  and  a pistol ; and  with  the  aid  ofthese 
he  exhibited  tricks , and  retrieved  in  some  measure! 
his  desperate  fortune. 

About  this  time,  Brune,  who  commanded  the 
French  army  at  Milan,  when  he  made  his  escape, 
arrived  at  Constantinople  as  the  French  ambassa- 
dor ; and  he  fearing  that  he  might  be  discovered  and 
■arrested,  enlisted  in  the  Turkish  service.  Two  ex 
peditions  were  then  on  foot ; one  against  Passwan 
Qglou,  in  Bulgaria  ; and  the  other  against  Elfy  Bey, 
in  Egypt.  He  joined  the  latter  : arid  on  the  defeat 
of  the  Turkish  detachment  to  which  he  belonged-, 
paved  his  head  by  betaking  himself  to  the  desert, 
and  courting  protection  from  the  Bodoween  Arabs. 
After  this  unfortunate  expedition,  he  returned  to 
Constantinople,  and  solicited  a passport  from  the 
Russian  minister  to  get  into  Muscovy.  This  being 
refused  him,  he  once  more  endeavored  to  obtain  mi- 
litary employment,  by  the  Turks;  but  in  this  he 
was  unsuccessful. 

He  now  resolved  to  assume  the  character  of  a 
dervise.  These  are  the  functionaries  of  religion,  and 
always  combine,  with  their  sa'cradotal  office,  those 
of  physician  and  conjurer < To  be  initiated  into  this 
order  he  made  a formal  renunciation  of  Christianity, 
denounced  its  followers  for  the  wrongs  and  injuries 
they  had  done  him,  professed  the  Mahometan  faith 
in  due  form,  and  to  shew  that  he  was  in  earnest, 
circumcised  himself,  in  the  presence  of  the  faithful, 
by  his  own  hand  with  a razor.  This  being  accom- 
plished, he  joined,  under  the  new  name  of  Murat 
Jgq,  a caravan  for  Trebigond,  on  the  southern 
shore  of  the  Black  Sea.  On  the  way  he  practised 
his  profession  by  giving  directions  to  the  sick,  and 
gelling,  for  consider  able  stuns  of  money,  small  pieces 
pf  paper  on  which  were  written  sentences  from  the 
Koran  in  Turkish,  which  he  sanctified  by  applying 
them  to  i>is  naked  shaven  crown. 

At  Trebigond  he  was  informed  that  the  Bashaw 
was  dangerously  sick  and  threatened  with  blindness. 
s«He  was  directed  to  prescribe  for  this  grand  pa- 
tient ; but  this  he  refused  to  do,  until  he  should' be 
(admitted  to  the  sovereign  presence.  Thither  he  was 
conducted  through  files  of  armed  soldiers  and  ranks 
of  kneeling  officers.  Having  arrived  in  the  sick 
chamber,  the  dervise  displayed  all  the  pomp  and 
grandeur  of  his  calling,  by  solemnly  invoking  God 
and  the  prophet.  He  next  proceeded  to  enquire 
under  what  disease  the  bashaw  labored.  Finding 
that  he  was  afflicted  with  a fever  accompanied  with 
a violent  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  and  judging  that 
he  might  recover  both  health  and  sight,  he  boldly 
declared  it  to  be  God’s  will  that  both  these  events 
should  happen,  after  thenext  new  moon,  provided 
certain  intermediate  remedies  should  be  used.  Then 
searching  the  pouch  containing  his  medicines  and 
apparatus,  he  produced  a white  powder  which  he  or 
dered  to  be  blown  into  the  b'ashaw’s  eyes,  and  a 
wash  of  milk  and  water  to  be  frequently- employed  af- 
terwards. Sweating  was  likewise  recommended, bv 
the  assistance  of  warm  drinks  and  blankets.  He 
was  well  rewarded  by  money  and  presents  ; and  the 
pext  day  departed  with  the  caravan  towards  Pejpsia, 


.intending  to  be  nine  or  ten  days  journey  fromTrebi- 
jgond  before  the  new  moon  should  appear,  that  he 
'might  be  quite  out  of  reach,  in  case  the  event  should 
be  unfortunate. 

This  caravan  being  numerous,  and  heavily  load- 
ed, was  overtaken  some  days  afterwards  by  a lighter, 
and  armed  caravan,  who  pursued  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  plunder.  And  the  caravan  to  which  he  be- 
longed finding  it  must  either  fight,  or  purchase 
terms,  it  choose  the  latter.  This  affair  being  set- 
tled, he  heard  two  men  of  the  marauding  caravan 
talking  to  each  other,  concerning  the  grand  dervise 
who  had  cured  the  bashaw  of  Trebigond.  He  heard 
them  say  that  recovery  was  confidently  expected, 
inasmuch  the  threatening  symptoms  had  abated, and 
the  prospect  was  every  way  more  encouraging. — 
The  dervise  then  rejoiced  at  the  beneficial  operation 
of  the  caustic  lime  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  blown 
into- the  bashaw’s  eyes,  to  eat  the  film  away.  On 
his  return,  the  physician  presented  himself  before 
the  governor.  He  was  received  as  a great  and  good 
man,  and  loaded  again  with  donations. 

At  this  place  he  remained  until  a caravan  was  pre- 
pared to  undeitake  a journey  to  Mecca.  To  this 
body  of  pilgrims  and  traders,  heattached  himself  as 
i a dervise.  They  arrived  in  proper  time  in  that  re- 
gion of  Yemen.  But  the  Wechabits  had  made  great 
progress  in  their  fanatical  work.  They  had  demo- 
lished in  part  the  old  religion  of  Mahomet,  and  set 
up  their  new  revelation  in  its  stead,  burned  the  body 
of  the  prophet,  destroyed  the  holy  temple,  and  se- 
questered the  revenue  part  at  the  shrine  of  Maho- 
met. The  caravan  feared  to  encounter  these  zeal- 
ous and  daring  innovators,  and  halted  at  a distance. 
But  the  dervise  availing  himself  partly  of  his  priest- 
ly occupation  and  partly  of  his  personal  adroitness, 
went  over  to  ther  camp  and  was  well  received. 

Having  tarried  as  long  as  he  pleased  in  Mecca,  he 
went  to  a port  near  Jedda,  a city  on  the  Red  Sea. 
There  he  crossed  to  the  west  side,  and  coasted  along 
to  Suez.  There  he  made  himself  known  to  lord 
Gordon,  a Scottish  traveller,  and  entered  into  his 
employ,  as  an  interpreter.  With  him  he  travelled 
to  Cairo,  and  through  the  Lermar,  to  Nubia  and 
Abyssinia.  His  last  exercise  previous  to  his  sepa- 
ration from  that  munificent  gentleman,  was  to  de- 
corate with  flowers,  fruits,  leaves,  branches  and 
chandeliers,  the  hall  in  which  his  employer*  on  his 
return,  gave  a splendid  treat  to  the  foreign  residents 
and  consuls,  then  at  Cairo. 

From  this  place  he  returned,  after  an  absence  of 
six  years  to  Alexandria  : and  on  inquiring  for  his 
wife,  was  told  she  was  in  concealment.  A separa- 
tion was  readily  agreed  upon  by  mutual  consent,  and 
she  immediately  formed  a connexion  with  a Copt, 
a man  of  her  own  sect. 

Being  once  more  in  Cairo,  he  wholly  threw 
aside  the  character  of  a dervise,  and  assumed  the 
occupation  and  uniform  of  an  engineer.  Here  he 
was  engaged  in  planning  military  works,  and  in 
superintending  their  execution.  While  he  was  thus 
employed,  news  was  brought  him  that  capt.  Eaton 
had  arrived,  and  wished  a confidential  and  intrepid 
agent,  to  convey  a message  to  Harriet  Caramelli, 
the  ex-bashaw  of  Tripoli  in  Barbary.  At  an  inter- 
view rvhich  took  place  between  them,  the  former 
first  swore  the  latter  to  secrecy  on  the  Koran,  and 
then  communicated  his  project. 

Having  agreed  to  the  conditions,  he  took  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  desert  the  Turks,  and  to  pe- 
netrate through  the  desert  to  the  Mamaluke  camp, 
where  Caramelli  was  ; in  poverty  and  dependence, 
though  respected.  It  is  to  be  understood  that  Egypt 
is  divided  into  English  and  French  parties  : the 
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Turks  being  attached  to  the  French,  and  the  Ma- 
malukes  to  the  English.  With  a single  attendant 
and  two  dromedaries,  he  proceeded  with  the  swift- 
ness of  wind,  feeding  the  animals  with  small  balls 
Composed  of  meal  and  eggs,  and  taking  no  other 
sleep  than  he  could  catch  upon  the  back  of  the  hard 
trotting  beast.  He  reached  the  Mamaluke  camp  in 
safety.  The  sheik,  in  token  of  a welcome  recep- 
tion, gave  him  a few  sequins,  and  refreshed  him 
with  coffee.  in  a short  time  he  so  arranged  mat- 
ters with  the  ex  bashaw,  that  one  night  Oaramelli 
went  forth  as  if  on  an  ordinary  expedition  with  about 
150  followers,  and  instead  of  returning  to  his  Ma- 
malukc  encampment,  sped  his  way  over  the  track- 
less sands,  and  with  that  force  reached  the  rendez 
vous  of  the  enterprizing  American, 

With  all  the,  forces  they  could  jointly  assemble, 
they  traversed  with  extreme  toil  and  suffering,  the 
deserts  of  Barca,  for  the  pu  rpose  of  making  a diver 
sion  in  favor  of  the  squadron  of  armed  ships  which 
the  United  States  of  America  had- ordered  against 
the  city  of  Tripoli.  After  surmounting  incredible 
hardships,  they  arrived  at  Derne,  and  gained  an  ad- 
vantage over  the  troops  of  the  reigning  bashaw  in  a 
skirmish.  This  action  spread  terror  through  all 
the  Tripolitan  dominions,  and  exceedingly  alarmed 
the  bashaw  in  his  castle.  Immediately  after  a peace 
was  concluded  by  consul  Lear.  In  consequence  of 
this,  orders  were  forthwith  sent  to  the  American  ves- 
sels on  the  coast  and  the  co-operating  land  forces 
tinder  Eaton,  to  discontinue  hostile  operations. — 
The  Egyptian  host  was  requested  to  embark  in  the 
^American  vessels.  Part  of  them,  thus  stopped  in 
mid-career,  did  so  ; and  the  rest  remained  on  shore, 
subject,  now  they  were  inferior  in  martial  strength, 
to  the  cruelty  and  caprice  of  the  angry  despot  and 
his  vassals. 

Leitensdorfer  was  one  of  the  persons  who 
went  on  board,  and  witnessed  the  mortification 
of  the  ex-bashaw  and  the  ravings  of  his  lieuten- 
ant general,  at  this  unexpected  order,  so  sub 
versive  of  their  plans,  and  so  ruinous  of  their 
hopes.  He  himself  acted  as  a colonel.  In  this  ves 
sel  he  went,  by  way  of  Malta,  to  Syracuse.  From 
which  place  he  proceeded  to  Albania,  taking  the 
route  of  Corfu  to  Salona,  with  thedesign  of  inquir- 
ing by  letter  what  was  the  situation  of  a son  by  his 
first  marriage  ; whom  he  had  left  in  Tyrol,  lmme 
diately  on  landing  among  the  Turks,  he  was  seized 
as  an  apostate  Mahometan,  and  reduced  to  slavery. 
By  degrees,  however,  he  excited  favorable  senti- 
ments, in  consequence  of  having  cured  several  sick 
Sailors  during  the  voyage.  In  addition  to  which  he 
pleaded  the  necessity  he  felt,  when  in  the  American 
army  of  Africa,  of  conforming  to  the  dress  and 
manners  of  that  strange  and  peculiar  people  of  the 
west,  under  a belief  that  to  be  an  American  was 
not  to  be  a Christian,  lie  was  at  length  restored  to 
the  freedom  of  a faithful  mussulrnan.  He  next  vi- 
sited Palermo,  and  there  formed  a temporary  mar- 
riage with  a female  willing  to  engage  in  such  a con- 
nexion. 

About  this  timetheneiv  king  of  Naples  threaten 
ed  to  conquer  Sicily  in  spite  of  all  the  resistance 
that  Ferdinand  IV.  and  the  English  could  make. — 
On  this,  Lietensjdoi  fer  became  alarmed  for  his  own 
safety,  knowing  that  he  had  no  merev  to  expect  from 
Frenchmen.  He  determined  to  embark  as  a pas- 
senger for  the  American  states.  But  no  master  of 
a vessel  could  be  found,  who  urould  receive  him  in 
that  capacity.  He  then  resolved  to  offer  himself  as 
a sailor,  and  was  entered  as  such  on  board  a vessel 
bound  to  Salem  in  Massachusetts.  Here  he  learn- 
ed to  hand,  reef  and  steer,  and  do  the  active  busi- 


ness of  a seamen.  He  arrived  at  Salem  in  Decern* 
ber,  1809,  and  soon  went  on  a visit  to  his  o^d  friend 
and  tcllow  warrior  at  Brimfield.  He  ivas  hospitably 
received,  and  left  his  late  general,  with  honorable 
sentiments  of  his  generosity  and  bravery.  By  him 
he  was  advised  to  visit  Washington,  and  to  present 
himself  to  the  president  and  secretary  of  state.  For 
this  purpose,  Eaton  had  furnished  him  with  recom- 
mendatory letters,  stating  the  compensation  due 
to  him  for  various  services  and  losses.  Bv  these 
gentlemen  he  was  referred  to  the  secretary  at  war  : 
and  was  sent  from  one  to  the  other  until  liis  .skill  in 
surveying,  drawing  and  engineering  became  known 
to  the  surveyor  of  the  public  buildings,  and  he  there- 
by acquired  some  of  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Latrobe. 

Thus  he  lived  along,  occupying  one  of  the  va- 
cant chambers  in  the  northern  pile  of  the  capitol,  as 
a watch  or  an  office  keeper,  providing  and  cooking  for 
himself,  and  employing  his  hands  in  almost  evew 
kind  of  occupation,  from  the  making'  of  shoes,  to 
the  ensnaring  of  birds,  and  the  delineation  of  v/avs. 

This  extraordinary  man  is  about  five  feet  ten  inches 
in  height;  with  dark  eyes,  black  hair,  and  brown 
<«omplection.  His  looks  are  lively,  his  gestures  va- 
rious, and  his  limbs  remarkably  flexible  and  vigo- 
rous. His  forehead  is  ample,  his  features  expres- 
sive, and  his  figure  rather  spare  and  lean.  With 

such  natural  marks  and  powers,  he  has  been  ena- 
bled to  assume  the  respective  characters  of  Jew 
Christian  and  Mahometan  ; and  of  soldier,  linouisl 
engineer , farmer  and  tradesman,  with  uncommon 
ease.  And  in  short  he  has  proved  himself  to  be 
one  of  the  most  versatile  of  human  beings  • having 
acted  during  his  multifarious  life  in  about  thirty 
different  capacities.  In  the  course  of  his  adventures  he 
has  received  several  wounds.  And  his  eccentric  life 
has  afforded  incidents  to  gratify  the  inhabitants  of 
Vienna  by  a theatrical  representation  of  his  charac- 
ter on  the  stage. 

He  can  utter  the  Hebrew  words  of  worship 
almost  exactly  like  a rabbi  in  the  synao,o<Tuc.  He 
can  recite  the  Latin  prayers  and  homilies  of  the 
Christians  after  the  manner  and  in  the  tone  of  the 
Capuchins  ; and  he  pronounces  the  religious  sen- 
tences of  the  mussulmen  in  Arabic  with  the  earn* 
estnessand  emphasis  of  a mufti. 

To  complete  his  strange  story,  Mr.  Bradley  un- 
dertook to  he  his  friend  in  the  senate  of  the  U.  S 
and  that  body  passed  a bill,  introduced  by  him,  givl 
mg  Leitensdorfer  a half  section  of  land  (320  acres) 
and  the  pay  of  a captain  from  the  15th  December 

1804  to  the  15th  December  1805,  being  the  lime  that 

he  served  as  adjutant  and  inspector  of  the  army  of 
the  U.  S.  in  Egypt,  and  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 


History  of  the  Bayonet. 

The  success  of  the  Polish  Lancers  at  the  battle 
of  Albuera  which  is  likely  partially  to  introduce 
the  use  of  the  pike  or  lance,  for  thev  are  the  same 
thing,  may  make  the  following  history  of  the  bayo- 
net not  unacceptable  to  the  public.  3 

When  muskets  were  used  before  the  invention  of 
the  bayonet,  one  half  of  each  regiment  was  armed 
with  pikes,  and  tne  other  with  muskets,  till  about 
the  middle  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI.  The  French 
when  at  war  with  Spain  and  Savoy,  used  bayonets* 
which  were  invented  and  made  at  Bayonne,  from 
which  they  took  their  name.  The  bayonet  then 
was  merely  a dagger,  with  a round  wooden  handle 
to  fix  in  the  mouth  of  the  musket,  in  case  they  came 
to  close  quarters. 

I he  Spanish  and  Savoy  armies  were  not  aware  of 
the  invention,  and  were  routed  with  great  slaugh* 
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Importation  of  Cotton  into  London. 


Cotton  and  Cotton  Manufactures. 

The  increased  import  and  manufacture  of  cotton 
in  the  Br  itish  dominions  within  the  last  thirty  years 
is  truly  astonishing,  and  so  general  are  the  fabrica- 
tions oF  it  at  this  time,  applied  to  almost  every  do- 
mestic purpose,  that  we  wonder  what  was  substi 
tuted  for  it  a short  time  ago.  The  culture  of  cot- 
ton in  the  United  States  is  as  well  calculated  to  ex- 
cite our  surprize- — thirty  years  since  it  was  planted 
rathc^as  a matter  of  curiosity  than  any  thing  else  ; 
or  to  supply  a Want  strictly  domestic,  in  affording 
to  the  good  house- wife  a material  by  which  to  amuse 
her  long  winter  evenings  in  knitting  a few  pairs  of 
stockings  ! — The  late 'in  crease  of  its  manufacture 
with  us  is  co  extensive  with  the  increase  of  its  cul- 
tivation— as  if  by  magic  seventy  six  mills  for  spin 
ning  it  have  sprung  up  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pro 
vidence,  r.  t.  giving  motion  to  more  than  80,000 
Spindles,  and  extensive  establishments  of  the  kind 
are  to  be  found  in  most  of  the  states,  several  of 
which  are  on  a grand  and  liberal  scale.  From  the 
progress  thus  made  it  is  easy  to  foresee,  that  we 
shall  speedily  be  independent  of  the  world  for  all  the 
useful  and  important  manufactures  of  this  great 
staple  of  our  country,  which  is  daily  applied  to 
some  new’ and  interesting  purpose. 

In  1781  there  .were  imported  into 
Great  Britain  lbs 

1785 

• .3790 
3779 
180(1 

As  late  as  the  year  1796  considerable  quantities  of 
cotton  were  imported  into  the  United  States  from 
the  West  Indies  for  domestic  purposes,  in  exchange 
for  provisions  ! 

In  1790  there  were  exported  from  the 

United  States  lbs.  189,316 

1805  35,034, 175 

And  the  product  at  this  time  for  domestic  purposes 
and  foreign  demand,  werejhe  ocean  free,  would  ex- 
ceed 80  millions  a year  ! 

* See  notes  on  Robertson's  History  of  Scotland, 


ter.  The  method  of  fixing  the  bayonet  outside  of,  London  and  Liverpool  are  the  chief  marts  for  cot. 
the  barrel  was  soon  invented,  and  though  bayonet  ton  in  Great  Britain — the  Following  tables  from  Dr. 
against  bayonet  is  a very  formidable  weapon  at  ltees*  new  Cyclopedia  shew  the  progress  and  extent 
close  quarters,  that  proves  nothing  in  its  favor,  of  its  importation  at  these  ports — besides,  large 
since  a dagger  or  clasp  knife  used  against  a similar  quantities  are  received  at  Glasgow  and  other  places, 
weapon,  would  be  just  as  formidable.  The  lance 
which  is  longer  and  more  easily  handled,  has  evi- 
dently a great  advantage,  besides  it  being  light  and 
straight,  though,  unless  the  troops  were  mixed  to 
gether  the  lancers  would  be  thrown  into  confusion, 
and  their  ranks  thinned  before  they  could  advance 
close  up. 

All  military  w’eapons  are  undergoing  some  change, 
from  time  to  time,  as  may  he  seen  bv  inspecting  the 
the  armory  at  the  tower,  and  iti£  evident  some  im 
provement  on  the  musket  is  wanted,  for  it  is  now 
more  used  as  a . piercing  weapon  than  as  a fire  arm. 

The  lances  ffsed  in  Scotland,  before  muskets  were 
introduced,  were  by  act  of  parliament  regulated  to 
be  13  feet  6 inches  in  length,  but  this  is  much  too 
long;  10  or  12  feet  is  quite  sufficient,*  though,  it 
is  to  be  observed,  that  when  they  fought  with  pikes 
on  both  sides,  superior  length  was  undoubtedly  an 
advantage.  The  Poles  were  perhaps  the  worst  sol- 
diers in  Europe,  therefore  must  have  owed  their 
success  to  the  weapons  they  used.  The  story  of 
frightening  the  horses  is  partly  true,  and  but  partly, 

[ London  paper. 


1 

1793. 

1799.| 

1805 

1806.. 

Hamburg, Tonningen,&.c. 

7327 

11208 

514 

1 37 1 

(Lisbon 

5661 

17818 

3020 

.7281 

|Oporto 

1095 

2583 

1373 

1095 

Gibraltar  and  Mediter-} 

2748 

752 

1234 

218* 

ranean  - { 

Charleston  and  South  ^ 
Carolina  - j 

34)79 

3981 

2113 

391lj 

Philadelphia, Maryland, } 
New- York,  &.c.  j 

2084 

5172 

469 

1035 

New  Pro\  idence 

1489 

1911 

1712 

40 

Savannah 

122 1 

1514 

Smyrna  - 

600 

1208 

54 

1360 

Guernsey, 

531 

162 

5 

Jamaica  - 

612 

50031 

366 

639 1 

Montserrat,  St.  Kitts 

729 

838 

1735 

23251 

Bahama 

405 

f 

| 

Grenada  - 

2122 

846 

1577 

2632| 

St.  Domingo  - 
Barbadoes 

Antigua,  St.  -Vincents  7 

690 

1911 

526 

686 

381 

1362 

792 1 

and  Tobago  - j 

i 

Demarara 

2581 

3540 

5294 

4920  { 

Martinique  and  Tartola 

652 

802 

Dominica 

783 

1 

3758 

Surinam  - 

72 

448 

5040 

Copenhagen  and  Baltic 

2020 

601 

Berbice 

192 

2467 

1458 

36918 

60903 

29093 

•|31606i 

Importation  of  Cotton  into  Liverpool, 


5,101,920 

17,999,880 

28,443,670 

46.000. 000 

76.000. 000 


1805.  i 

1806. 

1791. 

1799.  j 

t 

America 

100,148 

100,142 

64 

13,2361 

Lisbon  - 
Oporto 

36,739 

1,958 

33,646 

1,647 

£ 34,500 

25,362 

Demarara 

9,495 

10,981 

? 

8,102 

Berbice 

6.715 

5,784 

f 

Surinam  - 

3,072 

1,139 

Barbadoes 

7,995 

5,495 

Bahamas  - 

1,634 

1,980 

Dominica 

775 

1,491 

St.  Thomas 

1,170 

1,743 

Antigua 

83 

27% 

Tortola  - 

1,221 

1 ,325 

St.  Lucia 

1,288 

1,389 

St.  Kitts  - 
St.  Vincent's 

260 
1 \3 

224 

189 

i 

[-25,777 

28,394 

Nevis 

29 

72 

Grenada 

200 

38 1 

Trinidad  « 

125 

287 

Cuba  - 

175 

Montserrat 

24 

10 

Jamaica 

2,483 

4,011 

1 

Bourbon  - 

588 

Spain  - 

608 

Ireland 

450 

546 

3,871 

1,690 

Tobago 

5 

Teneriffe 

Holland 

306 

1,950 

Turkey  = 

2,242 

177,418 

»|173,074 

■|  68.404 

86.7841 

From  these  statements  it  appears  that  in  1791  on 
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1y  6i  bags  was  imported  into  Liverpool  from  Arne 
rica  [i.  e.  the  United  States] — in  1806  upwards  o! 
100,000  bags  were  received  ! — These  bags  are  sup- 
posed to  average  3000  lbs.  each. 

Butin  the  preceding  tables  no  notice  is  taken  of 
the  cotton  imported  from  India  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much— The  first  importation  from  the 
East  Indies  vvasmadein  1798 — in  1799,  19,000  bales 
of  350  lbs.  each  were  received  ; in  1802,  8,900  bales ; 
in  1805  1,862  bales  ; in  1806,  8,422  bales. 

Sihce  1806  some  considerable  changes  took  place 
in  the  cotton  trade. — The  emigration  of  the  court 
of  Portugal  to  Brazil  opened  a direct  intercourse  to 
that  country,  and  the  trade  has  been  pushed  into 
various  parts  in  the  east — but  still  about  one  half  of 
the  whole  quantity  used  in  Great  Britain  comes 
rom  the  United  States 

The  commercial  value  of  cotton  is  thus  generality 
rated,  1.  Georgia  sea  Island.  2.  Bourbon.  3.  Per- 
nambuca.  4h  Cayenne,  Maranhana  and  Surinam. 
5.  Demarara,  and  Berbice.  6.  Behama,  Grenada 
and  best  West  India.  7.  Giron,  best  Spanish,  New 
Orleans  and  Smyrna.  8.  Jamaica,  Kitts  and  inferi- 
or West  India-  9 Bowed  Georgia,  Carraccas  and 
inferior  Spanish.  10.  Madras,  Bengal  and  Surat. 


Mustard. 

From  the  New -York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

The  present  appearance  of  our  commercial  affairs 
calls  for  every  kind  of  information,  that  can  tend  to 
lessen  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  the  want  of 
such  articles  as  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  obtain- 
ing from  abroad.  Among  the  luxuries,  if  not  the 
necessaries,  for  which  we  have  principally  been  de- 
pendent on  foreign  countries,  is  the  article  of  Mus- 
tard.— The  mustard  seed  of  this  country  is  superior 
to  that  of  England  ; and  it  can  be  as  easilv  and  as 
successfully  manufactured  here,  as  in  any  part  of 
the  world.  The  only  difficulty  is  to  procure  a suffi- 
cient quantity  of  the  seed. 

The  writer  of  this  article,  having  been  con  versant 
with  the  method  of  raising  mustard  in  England, 
begs  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  our  farmers  to  this 
subject.  He  recommends  the  following  method-of 
culture.  Select  ground  that  would  produce  turnips 
or  hemp,  and  that  is  clear  of  weeds.  Early  in  the 
spring,  plough  and  harrow  it  well.  Let  two  quarts 
of  brown  seed  be  scattered  carefully  over  an  acre. 
When  the  plants  are  a ew  inches'  high,  take  out 
the  weeds  with  a small  hoe,  and  thin  the  plants  So 
as  to  leave  for  each  remaining  one  a space  of  from 
six  to  nine  inches.  When  the  lower  seeds  are  ripe, 
the  middle  seeds  green,  and  the  top  of  the  plant  is 
in  blossom,  cut  the  plants  with  asickle,  bind  them 
in  moderate  sized  sheaves,  and  put  them  in  smali 
stacks  for  a few  days.  In  this  situation,  the  seeds 
that  were  green,  w lien  cut,  will  soon  ripen.  Let 
the  sheaves  then  be  carefully  placed  on  a large 
cloth,  to  prevent  waste,  and  cor\veved  to  the  barn, 
where,  in  a few  days,  they  will  be  iit  for  threshing. 
When  well  winnowed  and  cleaned,  the  seed  wifi 
command  from  five  to  seven  dollars  per  bushel. 
One  acre  will  generally  produce  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  bushels  sf  the  seed,  which  will  yield  to  the 
farmer  a greater  profit,  than  perhaps  any  other  ar- 
ticle he  can  raise. 


Impressed  Seamen. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  Mr.  Wright’s  bill  as  it 
passed  to  a third  reading  in  the  house  of  reoresen 
fatiyes  of  the  United  States  on  Monday  last. 


A biii  for  the  protection , recovery  and  indemnifica- 
tion of  American  seamen. 

Whereas,  by  the  treaty  «f  amity,  commerce  and 
navigation,  made  between  his  Britannic  majesty 
and  the  United  States,  at  London,  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four,  it  is  agreed,  that  there  shall 
be  a firm,  inviolable  and  universal  peace,  and  a 
true  and  sincere  friendship  between  his  Britannic 
majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  between  their  respective 
countries,  territories,  cities,  towns  and  people,  of 
every  degree,  without  exception  of  persons  or 
places  : And  whereas  his  Britannic  majesty  has 
caused  to  be  impressed  out  of  the  ships  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  sailing  on  the  high  seas,  under  the 
American  flag,  divers  liege  citizens  of  said  states, 
and  hath  compelled  them  to  serve  os  board  the  ships 
of  war  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  fight  against  the 
United  States,  and  numbers  of  them  yet  detains, 
contrary  to  the  express  provision  of  said  treaty  , and 
in  violation  of  their  natural  liberty,  and  against  the 
peace  of  the'United  States. 

BE  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  senate  and  honse  of 
representatives  of  the  United  /Stales  of  America,  in 
congress  assembled,  That  from  and  after  the  4th  day 
June  next,  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  im- 
press any  native  seaman  of  the  United  States  from 
on  board  any  vessel  of  theUnited  States,  sailing  on 
the  high  seas,  or  in  any  port,  river,  haven,  basin  or 
bay,  under  pretence  or  Color  of  a commission  from 
any  foreign  power,  shall,  for  every  such  offence, 
be  adjudged  a pirate  and  felon,  and  on  conviction 
shall  suffer  death  : and  the  trial  in  such  case  shall 
be  had  where  the  offender  is  apprehended  or  may 
be  first  brought. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  seaman,  sailing  under  the  fiag  of 
the  United  States,  on  any  person  or  persons  at- 
temptnigto  impress  him  by  force  or  violence  from 
on  board  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  on  the 
high  seas,  or  in  any  port,  river,  haven,  basin  or 
bay,  to  repel  force  by  force  ; and  if  anv  person  so 
attempting  to  impress  said  seaman  shall  be  killed, 
maimed  or  wounded,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  sea 
man,  on  the  general  issue,  to  give  the  special  mat- 
ter in  evidence,  which  is  hereby  declared  a per  fee? 
justification. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on  hifm 
maticn  being  given  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  proving  satisfactorily  to  him,  that  anv  chi 
zen  of  the  United  States -sh a 11  have  been  impressed, 
and  shall  be  yet  detained,  or  shall  hereafter  be  im- 
pressed, to  cause  the  most  rigorous  retaliation  on 
any  of  the  subjects  of  .said  government  taken  on 
the  high  seas, or  within  the  British  territories, -whom 
he  is  hereby  authorised  to  cause  to  betaken  and 
seized  for  that  purpose,  any  treaty  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  i*  further  enacted.  That  any  sea- 
man, heretofore  or  hereafter  impressed,  shall  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  attach,  in  the  hands 
of  any  B:i‘i  h subject,  or  in  the  hands  of  anv  debtor 
of  any  British  subject,  a sum  equal  to  thirty  dollars 
per  month  for  the  whole  time  he  shall  have  bee?! 
detained  on  board  any  British  vessel  -or  vessel.-. ; and 
that  any  sum  of  money  so-  attached  out  of  the 
hands  of  any  debtor,  shall  hr  a payment  of  .-o 
much  of  said  debt  to  said 'creditor  ; and  on  plea  of 
payment  or  set-off  the  same  may  be  given  in  evi- 
dence and  allowed  in  any  suit  for  the  recovery  of 
said  debt,  any  treaty  to  the  contrary  rmWb  h- 
standing. 

# 
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Sec-  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  presi. 
dent  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorised  to 
capture,  by  way  of  reprisal,  as  many  British  sub- 
jects, on  the  high  seas  or  within  the  British  terri- 
tories, as  may  be  equal  to  the  impressed  American 
seamen  in  the  possession  of  Great  Britain,  and  by  a 
cartel  exchange  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  presi-' 
dent  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised,  whenever  suf- 
ficient testimony  shall  be  produced  that  the  com- 
mander of  any  public  armed  ship  or  other  vessel  of 
any  foreign  nation,  shall  have  taken  or  impressed 
from  on  board  any  ship  or  other  vessel  of  the  Unk-j 
ed  States,  while  at  any  port  or  place,  not  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  such  foreign  nation,  or  while  on  her 
passage  to  or  from  any  port  or  place,  any  seaman, 
mariner  or  other  person,  not  being  in  the  military 
service  of  an  enemy  of  such  foreign  nation,  to  pro- 
hibit by  proclamation,  every  person  residing  within 
the  United  States  or  its  territories,  from  affording 
aid,  succour  or  provisions,  of  whatsoever  kind,  to 
such  ship  or  vessel ; and  any  pilot  or  other  person, 
residing  within  the  United  States  who  shall  (after 
such  prohibition  shall  have  been  made  known,  and 
before  the  same  shall  be  revoked)  afford  aid,  sue 
cour  or  provisions,  as  aforesaid,  to  ^uch  ship  or 
vessel,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  shall  be  sentenced 
to  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year,  and  fined 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  from  and 
after  the  4th  day  of  June  next,  whenever  sufficient 
testimony  shall  be  produced,  that  the  commander  or 
commanders  of  public  armed  vessels  of  any  foreign 
nation,  have  impressed  or  taken  from  on  board  any 
ship  or  vessel  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  or  while  on  her  passage  to  or  from  any  port 
or  place,  any  seaman,  mariner  or  other  person,  the 
president  shall  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorised  to  pro 
hibife,  by  proclamation,  the  landing  from  on  board 
any  ship  or  othervessel  of  the  foreign  nation  (whose 
commander  or  commanders  have  offended  as  afore- 
said) any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  within  any 
of  the  ports  of  the  U.  States  or  its  territories  ; and 
also  to  prohibit  the  lading  of  any  ship  or  vessel  of 
such  nation  within  any  of  the  ports  or  territories  of 
the  U.  States  ; Provided,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel of  the  nation  whose  commander  or  commanders 
have  offended  as  aforesaid,  and  which  shall  arrive 
within  any  of  the  ports  of  the  U.  States  or  its  terri 
tones,  to  remain  with  their  cargoes  on  board,  or  to 
proceed  to  anj'  place  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
U.  States  : And  provided  also.  That  any  ship  or 
vessel  of  such  nation  (which  may  have  been  partly 
laden  at  the  time  such  proclamation  shall  be  made 
known)  shall  he  permitted  to  depart  with  the  lading 
then  on  board,  to  the  port  of  destination  of  such 
ship  or  vessel. 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  naj^s  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  to  a third  reading  : 

YEAS,— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  'Basset,  Blnckkdge 
Bovd,  Brown,  Clay.  Cochran,  Clopton,  Coadit,  .Crawford,  Davis 
Desha,  Ditistnoov,  E/y'ie,  I-'isk,  Gholsou,  Green.  B.  Hall,  O.  Ha^l 
Harper,  Hawes,  Johnson.  Kent,  King,  Laeoek,  Lef'evre,  Little,  Lyle, 
Moore,  M‘Coy,  M'Kinij  Metealt)  Morgan,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsbv, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea',  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  G.  Smith, 
J.  Smith,  Strong  Troup,  Whitehall,  Wright— 53. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Raker,  Bleecker,  Breckenridge,  Champion,  Da- 
venport, Ely,  Fitch,  Gold.  GoHsborough,  Gray,  Hnfty,  Myneman, 
Key.  Lewis,  Livingston,  M'Bryde,  M‘Kee,  Morrow,  Newhafd,  Pear- 
son*. Porter,  Reed,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  White, 
•Wilson— 88. 

This  bill  has  been  since,  on  its  third  reading,  in 
-the  house  of  representatives,  recommitted  to  a com- 
vnittee  of  the  whole. 


SPIRIT  OF  THE  TIMES,  &C. 


“ Spirit  of  the  times.” 

The  following  articles  (and  many  such  are  circulat- 
ing through  the  public  papers,)  deserve  to  be  read 
and  recorded— 

From  the.  Boston  Repertory. 
“Americans  ! — Prepare  your  arms — you  will 
soon  be  called  to  use  them.  We  must  use  them  for 
the  emperor  of  France  or  for  ourselves.  It  is  but 
an  individual  who  now  points  to  this  ambiguous 
alternative — but  Mr.  Madison  and  his  cabal  may 
rest  assured  there  is  in  the  hearts  of  many  thousands 
jin  this  abused  and  almost  ruined  country,  a senti- 
ment and  energy  to  illustrate  the  distinction,  when 
his  madness  shall  call  it  into  action.” 

From  the  N.  V.  Commercial  Advertiser. 

“ The  present  embargo  will  he  succeeded  by  ano- 
ther, and  another,  until  the  spirit  of  the  north,  of 
the  commercial  states,  shall  say,  in  the  tone  of 
thunder,  thus  far  shall  ye  go,  but  no  farther.  Alrea- 
dy the  signs  of  the  times  begin  to  shew  themselves- 
in  the  east,  and  the  misguided  chief,  in  the  recesses  of 
his  palace,  trembles  for  the  future.  Old  Massachu- 
setis  is  as  terrible  to.the  Americans  now  as  she 
was  to  the  British  Cabinet  in  1775  : for  America, 
too,  h.as  her  Bates  and  her  Norths.  Let  then  the 
commercial  states  breast  themselves  to  the  shock, 
and  know  that  to  themselves  they  must  look  for 
safety.  All  party  bickerings  must  be  sacrificed  on 
the  altar  of  patriotism.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
shall  they  humble  the  pride  and  ambition  of  Vir- 
ginia, whose  strength  lies  in  their  weakness,  and 
chastise  the  insolence  of  those  mad  men  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee , who  aspire  to  the  government 
of  these  states,  and  threaten  to  involve  the  country 
inwall  the  horrors  of  war.” 

i From  the  Boston  Gazette. 

Loan. — “ Nothing  is  now  wanting  to  the  perpe- 
tuation of  the  system  of  commercial  restrictions, 
but  that  the  federalists  should  lend  government  the 
money  which  they  are  obliged  to  withdraw  from 
commerce.  Mr.  Gallatin  calculates  that  they  will 
come  fluttering  round  his  books  like  pidgeons  round 
a handful  of  corn.  The  opinion  entertained  by  the 
statesmen  of  the  back  woods  of  our  merchants,  is 
the  same  once  expressed  by  the  Dutch — ‘ * that  they 
would  make  a voyage  to  h — 11,  if  they  were  sure  of 
not  burning  their  sails.”  But  they  will  find  them- 
selves mistaken.  Our  merchants  constitute  an  ho- 
norable, bighminded,  intelligent  and  independent 
class  of  citizens. — They  feel  the  oppression,  injury 
and  mockery  with  which  they  are  treated  by  their 
own  government.  They  will  lend  them  money  to 
retrace  their  steps,  but  none  to  persevere  in  their 
present  course.  Let  every  highwayman Jind  his  own* 
pistols .” 

From  the  N.  Evening  Post.. 

The  eleven  million  loan. — W ■ have  only 
room  this  eveningto  say  that  we  trust  wo  true  friend 
to  his  cou  ntry  will  be  found  among  subscribers  of 
the  Gallatin  loan  : — Some  observations  on  this  sub- 
ject will  be  submitted  to  the  public  in  a day  or  two, 
proving  that  it  is  not  even  for  the  interest  of  moni- 
ed men  to  subscribe  on  the  terms  proposed. 


Marriage  Extraordinary. 

FROM  THE  LONDON  COURIER  OF  MARCH  15. 

The  long  talked  of  matrimonial  alliance  between 
Mr.  Pole  (now  Wellesley)  and  Miss  Tylney  Long, 
took  place  on  Saturday  evening.  The  parties  met 
at  lord  Montgomerie’s  house,  in  Hamilton- Place, 
Piccadilly,  at  five  o* clock  ; and,  about  six,  accpm- 
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panied  by  some  of  their  nearest  relatives,  they  went 
in  lady  Catharine  Long’s  coach  to  St.  James’s 
church,  in  Piccadilly.  The  marquis  of  Wellesley 
handed’ Miss  Long  out  of  the  carriage,  and  con 
ducted  her  through  the  rector’s  house  (Dr.  An- 
drews) to  the  altar  of  hymen.  There  were  present 
at  the  ceremony  (which  was  performed  by  Dr. 
Glasse,  rector  of  Wanstead)  Mr.  secretary  Pole, 
lady  Catharine  Long,  Miss  Diana  Long,  and  Miss 
Emma  Long:  the  two  latter  were  the  bride’s 
maids.  The  usual  forms  being  gone  through,  the 
happy  couple  retired  bv  the  southern  gate,  which 
leads  through  the  yard  into  Jermyn  street. — Here 
a new  and  magnificent  equipage  was  in  waiting  to 
receive  them.  It  was  a singularly  elegant  chariot, 
painted  a bright  yellow,  and  highly  emblazoned, 
drawn  by  four  beautiful  Arabian  grey  horses,  at 
tended  by  two  postilions,  in  brown  jackets,  with 
superb  embroidered  badges  in  gold,  ernhlematic  ot 
the  united  arms  of  the  Wellesley  and  Tilney  families. 
The  new  married  pair  drove  off  with  great  speed  for 
Blackheath,  intending  to  pass  the  night  at  that 
beautiful  chateau  belonging  to  the  bridegroom’s  fa 
ther,  and  thence  proceed  to  Wanstead  house,  in 
Essex,  bn  the  following  day,  to  pass  the  honey 
moon. 

The  bride’s  dress  excelled  in  costliness  and  beau- 
ty, the  celebrated  one  worn  by  lady  Morpeth,  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  which  was  exhibited  for  a 
fortnight  at  least  by  her  mother,  the  dutchess  of 


fice  tightly  closed,  and  with  the  other  my  barome- 
ter, suspended  by  a string.  The  balloon  became  on 
a sudden  prodigiously  inflated,  and  the  mercury  in 
the  barometer  stood  only  at  eleven  inches.  I iaint- 
ed — the  cold  and  extremely  Tariffed  air  having  near- 
ly deprived  me  of  respiration.  1,  however,  in  a 
moment  recovered  my  senses — buj.  this  moment 
was  the  most  fearful  of  mv  life.  1 found  myself 
lying  on  the  gohdola — my  barometer  I had  lost. 

The  first  object  I perceived,  was  the  balloon  emp- 
ty, torn  through,  its  whole  thus  forming  several 
long  strips,  floating  in  the  middle  of  the  net,  which 
was  torn  in  the  same  manner.  Several  detached 
pieces  of  it  were  likewise  floating  in  the  air.  f 
started  up  suddenly,  seeing  death  thus  staring  me 
in  the  face,  and  by  this  motion,  a part  of  the  nec 
which  still  held  the  balloon,  was  torn  with  violence 
and  I was  only  suspended  by  some  threads.  A mo- 
ment after,  another  gust  of  wind  struck  the  side  of 
the  taftety  ; and  to  descend  through  the  clouds 
touch  the  summits  of  some  trees,  and  faint  away 
again,  was  the  affair  of  an  instant.  When  I came 
to  my  senses  again,  I found  myself  in  the  house  of 
the  Thiep-mann,  at  Saupitz.’* 

Thither,  in  fact,  Madame  Reichard  had  been 
conveyed,  half  dead,  by  some  peasants,  who  had 
found  her  on  a rock,  with  the  remains  of  her  bal- 
loon and  by  her  side  the  gondola,  which  only  held 
by  three  of  eight  cords  by  which  it  had  been  origi- 
nally suspended 


Devonshire. 

The  dress  of  the  pres-ent  bride  consisted  of  real 
Brussels  point  laee  ; the  device  a simple  sprig  ; it 
was  placed  over  white  satin.  The  head  was  orna- 
mented with  a cottage  bonnet,  ofthe  same  material, 
viz.  Brussels  lace,  with  two  ostrich  feathers.  She 
likewise  wore  a deep  lace  veil,  and  a white  satin  pe 
lissc,  trimmed  with  swansdown.  The  dress  cost 
700  guineas,  the  bonnet  J50,  and  the  veil  200.  Mr. 
Pole  wore  a plain  blue  coat,  with  yellow  buttons,  a 
white  waistcoat,  and  buff  breeches,  and  white  silk 
stockings.  The  lady  looked  very  pretty  and  inte- 
resting. 

Yesterday,  the  wedding  favors  were  distributed 
among  their  numerous  friends  ; the  number  exceed- 
ed eight  hundred,  composed  wholly  of  silver,  and 
unique  in  form  ; those  for  ladies  having  an  aerpn  in 
the  centre,  and  the  gentlemen’s  a star  ; each  cost  a 
guinea  and  a half.  The  inferior  ones,  for  their  do- 
mestics and  others,  were  made  of  white  satin  riband 
with  silver  stars,  and  silver  balls  and  fringe.  The 
lady’s  jewels  consist  principally  of  a brilliant  neck- 
lace and  ear-viwgs  ; the  former  cost  twenty-five  thou 
sand  guineas.  Every  domestic  in  the  family  of  lady 
Catharine  Long  has  been  liberally  provided  for  ; 
they  all  have  had  annuities  settled  upon  them  for 
life:  and  Mrs.  Tylney  Long  Pole  Wellesley’*  own- 
waiting woman,  who  was  nurse  to  her.  in  her  infan- 
cy, has  been  liberally  considered. 


* Aerostatics. 

From  a London  Paper  of  March  14. 
Madame  Reichard  had  the  temerity  to  ascend 
from  Konigsbergin  a balloon  on  the  22d  of  Janua 
ry,  when  she  **an  great  hazard  of  her  life.  The 
following  is  her  relation  : 

“The  ascension  was  rapid  but  regular,  and  with- 
out any  considerable  vacillation.  1 had  scarcely 
passed  the  clouds,  however,  when  the  swiftness 
doubled,  and  a violent  hurricane  tossed  the  balloon 
to  and  fro,  in  all  directions.  I was  standing  in  the 
gondola,  holding,  with  one  hand,  the  inferior  ori 


Miscellaneous. 

Improvements  in  the  arts. — A loom  has 
been  invented  in  Westphalia,  which  performs  all 
the  operations  itself.  Without  the  intervention  of 
the  weaver,  it  sets  the  treadles  in  motion,  throws 
the  shettle,  and  stops  it  at  the  opposite  side,  lowers 
the  web  when  a certain  portion  is  finished,  and 
winds  the  cloth  upon,  the  axle.  Every  thing  is 
kept  in  proper  order  ; and  the  piece  of  stuff  when 
finished  is  smoothed.  i\.n  index  attached  to  the 
machine,  shews  at  any  time  the  number  of  ells 
that  are  woven.  This  machine  has  as  vet  only 
been  exhibited  on  a small  scale  to  connoisseiurs 
and  has  obtained  the  highest  approbation. 

Many  ladies  of  Munich  have  learned  to  knit 
without  needles.  The  inventor  of  this  art  is  M. 
Nellirin,  a native  of  the  county  of  Limbury,  who 
teaches  it  himself  in  the  Bavariaq  capital./  It  is, 
however,  yet  very  imperfect^  as  they  can  only  knit 
breadthwise,  not  circularly. 

M.  Rockstrath,  of  Berlin,  has  invented  a ma- 
chine for  cutting  paper  straight,  with  any  kind  of 
scissars,  which  i§  likely  to  be  ot  use  to  men  of 
business. 

On  the  use  of  tea. — The  Chinese  first  used 
tea  as  a necessary  result  of  the  badness  of  the  water 
Hoang  ho , or  Yellow  river.  They  must  employ 
some  corrective,  to  render  the  water  of  that  river 
potable ; for  this  purposethey  used  tea.  This  made 
the.  plant  popular,  hence  it  has  been  adopted  where 
the  same  causa  did  not  exist,  and  fashion  has  ren- 
dered it  almost  a necessary  of  life,  in  countries,  in 
the  east,  distant  from  China;  and  in  the  west  where 
the  very  existence  of  the  Yellow  river  and  its  quali- 
ties is  not  so  much  as  thought  of.  That  the  Chi 
nese  use  it  so  much  as  they  do,  is  gyobably  owin'* 

| to  their  having  nothing  better  ; for  when  th  e Dutch 
carried  them  sage,  nicely  dried  and  prepared,  it  ap- 
j neared  so  far  preferable,  that  they  gave  iu  exchange 
Ithree  boxes  of  tea  for  one  of  sasc. 
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First  critical  journal. — It  was  Denis  Sallo,  coun- 
sellor of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  who  was  the  first 
projecture  of  literary  journals  in  France.  He  was 
born  in  1626  and  died  1669;  his  publications  appear- 
ed under  the  title  of  Journal  dis  Cavan , and  abbe 
Gallois,  who  was  a man  of  general  information, 
assisted  him  in  his  undertaking.  This  journal  ap- 
peared under  the  name  of  one  of  the  abbe’s  servants. 
It  was  not  then  consistent  with  personal  safety  to 
exercise  the  office  of  a critic. 

Parisian  Bougie, — Afterthe  French  had 

lost  the  battle  of  Poictiers,  in  which  Uheir  king, 
John,»was  made  prisoner,  Sept.  19,  1356,  Paris, 
being  divided  by  factions,  became  a prey  to  troubles 
and  anarchy.  To  interest  heaven  in  their  favor, 
the  citizens  made  a vow  which  was  singular  enough. 
It  was,  to  offer  to  the  virgin  a wax  candle  long 
enough  to  surround  the  whole  city.  In  conformity  to 
this  engagement,  on  Aug.  14,  1357,  the  vigil  of 
the  assumption,  the  municipal  corps,  in  full  cere- 
mony, presented  to  the  ffshop  and  chapter,  in  full 
assembly,  this  new  offering  for  the  first  time. — 
This  custom  continued  nearly  250  years  to  1605 
when  Paris  being  considerably  enlarged,  the  vow 
became  annually  of  greater  difficulty  to  fulfil.  At 
length,  this  offering  of  a wax  candle  was  changed 
to  that  of  a silver  lamp,  which  was  given  by  the 
city  and  hung  up  in  the  cathderal.  Query. — The 

length,  weight,  and  value,  of  a wax  candle  capable 
of  surrounding  the  city  of  Paris  this  time  ? 

South  America.  Volcanoes. — Mr.  Humboldt 
states,  in  a.  memoir  lately  published,  that  in  the 
chain  of  the  Andes,  which  extends  from  the  straits 
of  Magellan  to  the  northern  shores  bordering  on 
Asia,  there  are  no  less  than  fifty  active  volcanoes, 
of  which  the  phenomena  are  as  singular  as  various. 
Those  in  the  kingdom  of  Quito,  vomit  enormous 
quantities  of  water  and  muddy  substances,  which 
fertilize  to  the  extent  of  eight  or  ten  leagues  around 
them  ; but  from  the  most  remote  traditions  of  the 
natives,  they  have  never  produced  masses  of  melted 
running  lava.  The  height  of  these  amazing  moun- 
tains is  five  times  as  great  as  that  of  Vesuvius.  The 
subterraneous  noise  of  Cotopaxi,  extends  to  the 
distance  of  upwards  of  500  miles.  The  reason  why 
melted  lava  it  not  thrown  out,  is  supposed  to  be  the 
vast  depth  at  which  it  lies.  It  frequently  throws 
out  filth  from  the  crater,  which  is  2500  or  2600 
fathoms  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Saturday,  Abril  25.— Mr.  Smith  of  Mil.  reported  a bill  supple' 
memary  to  the  aet  entitled  “an  act  to  establish  an  executive  de- 
partment to  he  denominated  the  deportment  of .war  and  tiie  bill 
was  read  and  passed  .to  a second  reading. 

The  '-sedate  resumed  *e  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  a 
recess  of  congress  from  the  29ili  iust.  to  the  day  of  next. 

Mr.. Pope  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  4th  Monday  in  June. 
The  most  distant  day  would  prdbabsv  accommodate  the  greatest 
number  of  members;  and  this  day  -would  be  sufficiently  early  to 
take  measures  on  the  expiration  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  i’radiey  moved  the  2d  Monday,  the  3th  day  of  June.  This 
would  afford  a little  more  than  live  weeks,  whjc-h  he  thought  wouiu 
be  long  enough, 

Mr.  Leib  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  with  Monday  the  18th  day 
of  May  j which  would  afford  a recess-  of  about  20  day's. . 

The  question  having ’been,  put  on  Mr.  Bradley’s  motion  for  the 
3th  of  June  f After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Anderson,  Pope, 
Campbell,  Bradley  and  Worthington]  ybs  decided  as  follows: 

Y]j AS — Messrs.  B radio v.  Condi t,  Crawford,  Dana,  German,  Gil 
man,  Goodrich,'  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert.  Lloyd,  Fope-i 
Btvd.  Robinson.  Smith  of  N.  V.  Turner,  V.  orcinngton— 18.  , 

NAYS — Messr#  Anderson.  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of 'Pen.  Cults- 
Gaillavd,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Smith,  of  Md»  Tan,  Taylor,  Yar, 
hunt— 13. 

So  the  motion  was  carried.  ; 

The  question  being  P«t  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  as 
amended— 


Mr.  Bibb  said  it  was  painful  for  him  to  speak  on  this  question, 
when  lie  believed  a majority  ul‘ the  senate  were  determined  on  aii 
adjournment;  but  he  entreated  gentlemen  to  weigh  well  what 
they  were  about.  He  said  lie  could  not  but  reprobate  the  mode 
of  arguing  a question  for  adjournment  from  motives  of  comfort  or 
family  interest ; of  personal  convenience  alone,  without  reference 
to  public  interest.  [Mr.  Worthington  disclaimed  any  such  argu- 
ment, as  appeared  to  be  attributed  to  him.]  If  any  man  should 
give  a vote  for  adjournment  from  motives  of  that  kind,  he  should 
reprobate  such  conduct.  So  far  :is  gentlemen  believed  the  public 
interest  would  not  suffer  from  such  a course,  there  would  indeed  be 
no  impropriety  in  suffering  personal  convenience  to  have  weight. 
But  the  question,  said  Mr.  B.  is,  whether  our  affairs  are  in  such  a 
situation  as  would,  in  common  regard  to  prudence,  permit  us  to 
depart.  What  is  our  station  ? We  have  made  preparation  for  war, 
by  authorising  the  raising  an  away.  Is  that  arinv  organized-?  Are 
the  officers"  ml 'appointed  ? No.  I put  it  to  gentlemen  whether 
from  the  specimen  already  had  of  bills  and  supplemental  bills,  we 
may  not  expect  other  supplemental  bills  ? Can  congress  reconcile 
it  to  their  consciences  to  leave  the  seat  of  government  when  they 
see  that  our 'army  is  not  organized,  when  a proposition  for  ap- 
pointing assistant  secretaries  to  the  war  department,  and  much 
other  detailed  business  is  before  us  ? The  offices  of  commissary- 
genera]  and  quarter-master-general  .are  yet  vacant;  because  the 
restrictions  are  such  as  to  render  them  obstacles  to  the  acceptance 
of  persons  qualified  to  till  those  offices.  This  must  be  corrected  ; 
we  must  either  take  off  some  of  the  restrictions  on  these  officers,  or 
increase  the  salaries.  There  are  many  other  defects  in  our  pre- 
sent laws,  which,  from  past  experience,  Iain  confident  will  require 
alterations.  Now,  sir,  although  I freely  confess  that  I would  nor 
plunge  the  nation  into  war  until  the  executive  shall  tell  us  that  we 
are  in  a sufficiently  advanced  state  of  preparation  ; although  I 
would  not  remain  here  with  a view  of  declaring  war  before  the 
time  of  the  proposed  recess  would  expire,  yet  I should  wish  to  be 
on  the  spot  to  complete  such  measures  as  the  public  service  appears 
to  require.  If  gentlemen  desired  relaxation,  merely,  Mr.  B.  said 
he  was  content  to  set  but  twice  a-weelt.  But  what  he  desired  was, 
that  a quorum  of  both  houses  should  be  vrithin  call  of  their  presid- 
ing officers,  ready  to  receive  executive  communications,  and  act 
whenever  it  should  be  necessary.  How  could  they  justify  to  their 
constituents  a recess  at  this  moment,  if,  in  three  weeks  after  they 
should  have  parted,  an  attack  should  be  made  on  any  quarter  of 
the  U.  S ? Much  was  yet  to  do  before  the  United  States  were 
ready  for  war ; and  if  they  were  now  to  adjourn,  very  serious  de- 
triment would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be  the  result. 

Mr.  Pope  said,  if  there  was  to  be  a recess,  in  fairness  it  ought  ta 
he  so  ordered  as  to  consult  thereby  the  convenience  of  as  many 
members  as  possible.  Why  was  there  to  beJa  recess  at  all  ? -For 
the  accommodation  of  members  of  congress.  Ought  not  that  ac- 
commodation then  to  be  made  equal  ? For  himself',  Mr.  P.  said, 
he  neither  liked  the  recess  nor  staying  here.  He  could  not  be 
pleased,  whether  the  resolution  was  passed  or  was  negatived.  If 
the  resolution  did  pass,  lie  wished  it  to  pass  in  a shape  which 
should  afford  an  equal  chance  to  all.  He  had, understood  that  the 
executive  hail  been  consulted,  and  had  no  communications  to  make 
requiring  immediate  attention.  If  it  would  be  no  prejudice  to 
the  public  interest,  he  had  no  objection  to  afford  the  longest  time. 
On  these  grounds  he  had  voted  for  the  longest  day,  though  he  had 
serious  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  a recess  at  all. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follow : 

YEAS. — -Messrs.  Bradley,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dana,  German* 
Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Reed. 
Smith  of  N.  Y.  Turner  and  Worthington.— 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Ten.  Cutts, 
Gaiilard,  Giles,  Howell,  Leib,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Md.  Tair, 
Taylor,  Varnum— 15. 

So  it  was,  on  the  part  of  the  senate, 

Resolved, 4by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in  congress 
assembled,  That  during  the  present  session  of  congress,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  senate  and  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  shall, 
on  the  29th  day  of  April  inst.  adjourn  their  respective  houses  to 
Monday  the  8th  day  of  June  next,  then  to  meet  at  the  same  pi  1. 1 
jn  which  the  two  houses  are  now  sitting. 

The  bill  authorising  the  departure  of  ships  and  vessels  from  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  tire  United  States  in  certain  cases,  was  read  a 
third  ttme  and  passed. 

Monday,  April,  27.— Mr.  Lambert  obtained  leave  of  absence  after 
the  expiration  of  this  w eek. 

The*  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  establishing  the  department  of 
war  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
merchant  vessels  armed  for  defence,  and  on  motion  for  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  till  to-morrow.  / 

Tuesday,  April  2S.— The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  concerning’  merchant  vessels  armed  defence,  and  the 
bill  respecting  associations  for  maritime5  security.  These  bills, 
were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Leib  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  senate  and  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives  adjourn  the  respective  houses  of  congress 
on  Wednesday  the  sixth  day  of  May  to  Monday  the  25th  of  May. 

And  the  resolution  was  read  anil  passed  to  a second  reading,  it 
was  subsequently  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fur  a third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

IVednesday,  April  29.— The  engrossed  resolution  authorising  the, 
president  of  the  senate  and  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives to  adjourn  the  respective  houses,  front  the  6th  May  to  the  25tl* 
was  read  a third  time  alid  passed,  as  follow  s : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Gilman.  Good- 
rich, Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert.  Leib,  Lloyd,. Sniiilx 
of  New-York,  Turner,  Worthington— 10., 
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X \YS^-’Ues?rs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Tenn. 
Crawford,  Cutts,  Gaillard,  Pope,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Varnum, 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  establish  a war  department, 
was  read  a third  time  and  passed.  . 

1 lie  bill  respecting  associations  for  maritime  security  ; and  the 
bill  concerning1  merchant  vessels  armed  for  defence,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Pope  reported  the  following  bill : 

A mi  more  effectually  to  protect  the  commerce  and  Boasts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Whereas  British  Or  other  armed  vessels  have  harrassed  and  com- 
mitted depredations  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  on  or 
near  the  coasts  thereof,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations ; there- 
in it.  enacted,  &c.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  instruct  and  direct 
the  commanders  of  the  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  United , 
Slaves  to  seize,  take  and  bring  into  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the  laws  snd  usages  of  na- 
tions, any  such  British  or  other  armed  vessel  which  shall  have  com-| 
milted,  or  which  shall  be  found  hoveling  on  the  coast  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  harrassing  or  committing  depredations 
on  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  citizens  tlieroof. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  April  25.— Mr.  Roberts,  after  some  preparatory  re- 
marks, in  which  he  adverted  to  the  indisposition  which  appeared  in, 
tile  committee  to  report  on  the  subject,  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  that,  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instructed  to 
**  report  a bill  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  making  an  addition  of 
an  hundred  per  cent,  to  the  several  rates  of  permanent  duties  now 
imposed  by  law  on  all  goods,  wares  and  meichalidize  imported  into 
the  United  States. 

Alter  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Bacon,  the  further  consideration  of 
the  motion  was  postponed  to  Monday. 

The  house  resolved  itseif  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bill  making  further  provision  for  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

An  ineffectual  attempt  was  made  by  Mr.  W right  to  amend  the 
seventh  section,  authorising  the  appointment  of  additional  major 
and  brigadier  generals. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill ; which  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time. 

'Hie  said  bill  was  then  read  a third  time,  and  debated  at  some 
length.  It  was  opposed  principally,  if  not  altogether,  on  account 
of  the  section  authorising  the  appointment  of  additional  general 
officers. 

On  the  question  there  were 

For  the  passage  of  the  bill  55 

Against  it  56 

So  it  was  determined  that  the  bill  shall  not  pass. 

RECESS  OF  CONGRESS.— The  house  took  up  for  considera- 
tion the  joint  resolution  from  the  senate  proposing  a recess  of  con- 
gress from  the  29th  inst.  to  the  8th  day  of  J une. 

A variety  of  propositions  for  amendment  were  made,  many  votes 
taken,  and  considerable  debate,  exhibiting  no  little  warmth. 

At  length  about  five  o'clock,  a motion  was  made  to  postpone 
indefinitely  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  with  an 
amendment  thereto  proposed. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  as  follows : 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Basset,  Bibb, 
Blackledge,  Brown,  E unveil,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Clay  Clop- 
ton,  Condit,  CrawHord,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dins  moor,  Earle, 
Findley,  Fisk,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.Hall,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hynemau,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  I.aeock,  Lefevre,  Little, 
Lowndes,’  Lyle,  Moore,  M‘Coy,  Morgan,  Nelson,  New,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pleasants,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Sevbert,  SmilkyG.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Strong,  Troup,  Turner,  Winn, 
Wight— 62. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Bacon  Baker,  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Breekenridge, 
Brigluim,  Champion,  Cochran,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fitch,  Gotti,  Golds- 
bovough  Gray,  Hufty,  Jackson,  Key,  Lewis,  Livingston,  Macon, 
M‘Bryde,  M‘Kee,  Metcalf,  Milnor,  Mitchili,  Morrow,  Moseley, 
New  bold,  Pearson,  Picketts,  Piper,  Pond,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Ridgeiy,  Rodman,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Sheffey,  Stanford, 
Stuart,  Stotv,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tracy,  Van  Cortlandt, 
Wheaton,  White,' Whitehall,  Williams,  Widgery,  WHson— £4. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Mr.  Bacon,  asked  leave  of  absence  through  Mr.  Turner,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session.  The  circumstances  calling  for  his  ab- 
sence were  stated  to  be  urgent,  but  such  as  would  permit  his  re- 
turn, if  required,  before  the  end  of  the  session.  After  some  ge- 
neral objections  from  Mr.  Nev.  ton,  leave  was  granted. 

Mr.  Milnor  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  four  weeks. 

Mr.  Potter  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  the  end  ot  the  session. 
Tiie  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Illinois  territory' 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed, 
fe  On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  acorn- 
mitlee  of  the  whole,  38  to  33,  Mr.  Stanford  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
for  the  protection  and  recovery  of  American  seamen.  The  bill 
was  amended  and  reported  to  the  house. 

Without  debate — 

The  question  was  taken  on  engrossing  the  bill  for  a third  read- 
ing, as  follows : 

For  its  engrossment  52 

Against  it  * 28 

bo  the  bill  w as  passed  to  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Goldsborough  obtained  leave  of  absence  fat  twenty  days  from 
Wednesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a com- 


mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Lacock  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  from  the 
senate  for  appointing  an  additional  district  judge  for  the  district  of 
New-York. 

Mr.  Nelson  stated  the  urgency  of  the  business  in  the  district 
court,  o-c.  and  the  expediency  of  the  bill. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  read  a third  time  to  day  ; and  was  accordingly  read  a third  time, 
and  passed, 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Fir. 
Tallmadge  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  making  further  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  government  during  the  year  18X2.  Tbebill.was 
gone  through  and  reported  to  the  house. 

This  bill  contains  an  appropriation  of  forty  thousand  dollar? 
t!  for  compensation  to  the  marshals  and  assistant  marshals  for  taking 
an  account  of  the  manufactures  of  the  United  States  in  addition 
to  the  sum  heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose.” 

This  appropriation  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Goldsborough  and 
others,  because  too  great  an  appropriation  for  a service  w hich  it 
was  said  had  been  very  loosely  performed.  It  was  stated  in  reply 
that  the  labor  had  been  performed  in  compliance  with  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  law,  &c.  and  that  those  who  had  engaged  in  the  labor 
on  the  faith  of  the  government  for  payment  pledged  by  the  law, 
ought  to  be  compensated,  &c. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  committee  of  the  whole  in 
this  appropriation  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

For  the  appropriation  65 

Against  it  27 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesdcty,  April  28. — Mr.  Van  Cortlandt  and  Mr. 
Gray  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session  ; and  Mr.  Ridgeiy  for  ten  days. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  commitee  of  foreign  re- 
lations, reported  a bill  making  further  pi  ovision  for 
the  army  of  the  U.  S.  and  a bill  to  amend  the  act  to 
establish  a quarter-master’s  department ; which 
•were  twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  enquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  any,  what  alterations  ought  to  be 
made  in  thelaw  passed  the  16th  of  March,  1612,  en- 
titled “ an  act  fixing  the  military  peace  establish- 
ment of  the  United  States,”  and  the  law  passed  the 
12th  ol  April,  1808,  “ to  raise  for  a limited  time  an 
additional  military  force,”  or  in  any  other  acts  re- 
specting the  military  establishment,  and  that  they 
haveleave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

[Mr.  C.  stated  his  object  to  be  to  generalize  the 
whole  system,  and  to  insure  uniformity  of  operation 
in  the  forces  created  under  these  different  laws.] 

On  motion  of  Mr  Poindexter, 

Resolved  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the,  expediency  of  annexing  that  part  of 
West  Florida  lying  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  west  of 
the  Perdidt),  to  the  Mississippi  territory  : and  that 
the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

[The  remainder  of  this  territory,  it  will  be  recol- 
lected, has  been  already  annexed  to  the  state  of 
Louisiana;  and  as  Mr.  P stated,  this  portion  will 
in  a few  days  be  destitute  of  any  government.] 

Messrs.  Poindexter,  New,  Goldsborough,  Earle' 
and  Alston,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  “for  the  protect  ion,  recoverv, 
and  indemnification  of  American  seamen,”  was  r ead 
the  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  bill  was,  after  de- 
bate, recommitted  to  a committee  of  the  whole,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  1 1th  of  May  next. 

The  engrossed  bills  “for  the  relief  of  .John 
Thompson,”  and  “ making  additional  appropria- 
tions lor  the  support  of  government  for  the  year 
J8I2,”  were  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Wednesday,  April  29. — Mr.  Gold  presented  a pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  New- 
York,  praying  a repeal  or  suspension  of  the  embar- 
go law,  which  was  on  motion  postponed  to  the  4th 
day  of  July  next. 

Mr.  Macon  offered  a resolution  which  was  amend 
ed  to  read  as  follows,  and  adopted,  104  to  I ; 
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Resolved,  that  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  be  instructed  to  report  a bill  authori 
sing  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to 
bcpurcha-ed  barrels  ot  provisions,  and  to  have 
the  same  exported  to  some  port  in  Caracas  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  wno  have  suffered  by  the 
earthquake. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manu  actures  be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  any 
and  what  relief  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Canary  islands  suffering  from  famine 
occasioned  by  the  ravages  of  the  locust. 

The  resolution  from  the  senate  for  a recess  from 
the  6th  of  May  to  the  25th' of  the  same  month,  was 
twice  read.  On  its  passage  to  a third  reading  it 
was  negatived. 

For  the  recess  51 

Against  it  59 

Thursday,  April  30.— Tlte  bill  from  the  senate  concerning  asso- 
ciations for  maritime  security,  :md  oftlie  bill  concerning  merchant 
vessels  arming  for  defence,  were  read  twice,  and  referred  to  a com- 
mittee oftlie  whole  to-morrow. 

The  house  went  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in 
the  chair,  on  the  bill  tor  the  appointment  of  two  assistant  secreta- 
ries to  the  war  department.  After  passing  through  a committee  of 
the  whole  without  debate,  on  the  question  for  engrossing  the  bill  for 
a third  reading, 

Mr.  Tallmadge  opposed  it.  He  saw  no  necessity  for  those  officers. 

Mr.  Davenport  moved  to  substitute  the  word  clerks  in  place  of 
.secretaries.  Lost. 

Messrs.  Milnorand  Williams  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that 
It  would  be  productive  of  more  injury  than  benefit. 

Messrs,  Troup  and  Johnson  supported  it ; insisting  that  these  offi- 
cers were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  dispatch  of  public  business. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
Bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  to-morrow. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  May  2,  1812, 
United  States  loan. — The  books  for  the  loan 
of  eleven  millions  were  opened  in  this  city  yester- 
day, and  about  seven  hundred  thousand  steberibed. — 
It  is  thought  this  enormous  sum  may  be  doubled  to- 
morrow. Were  our  citizens  fully  assured  that 
their  government  would  pursue  such  measures  as 
they  think  would  best  comport  with  the  wrongs 
of  our  country,  the  amount  would  be  enormously 
increased.  This  city,  alone,  would  make  a free  gift 
of  half  a million  ; such,  at  least,  the  opinion  of 
many  intelligent  gentlemen. 

London  dates  to  the  28th  of  March  are  received  at 
New-York.  On  the  19i.h  of  that  month  lord  Dar- 
rington  made  a molion  in  parliament  to  effect  a 
change  in  the  ministry,  but  was  distanced.  Peti- 
tions against  the  orders  in  council  were  stiff  for- 
warded to  parliament — but  no  prospect  is  held  out 
that  they  will  be  abandoned.  The  arrival  of  an 
agent  from  Sweden  was  expected  in  England.  “ It 
is  said  all  the  male  population  of  France  are  divided 
into  four  classes  and  called  out.”  The  famous 
Horne  Took  has  paid  the  debt  6f  nature. 

From  the  coffee-house  books,  of  this  city,  we 
have  the  following  interesting  article — 

Captain  Adam,  from  Tenneriffe,  reports,  that  of 
4,600  inhabitants  in  the  port  of  Oratavia,3420  had 
the  fever,  370  died,  and  2690  recovered,  550  escap 
ed  the  disorder — 630  had  left  the  city.  The  fever 
had  ceased,  the  cordon  was  taken  off,  and  the  inha- 
bitants were  returning.  The  island  of.  Tenneriffe 
contains  95,000,  and  the  six  other  islands  110,000 
souls.  They  were  in  a state  of  starvation  in  Ten- 
neriffe, and  all  the  Canary  islands  ; when  he  came 
away,  they  were  eating  horses,  dogs,  and  other  ani 
mals  : a number  had  died  of  hunger  during  his  stay 
there  (sixty  days.)  The  Indian  corn  was  delivered 
from  his  ship  in  small  quantities,  by  the  mayor  in 


person,  one  almude  or  two  quarts  to  each  perso©. 
The  peasants  came  upwards  of  12  miles  from  the 
country,  for  that  quantity.  They  pressed  so  hard 
at  the  granary  door,  that  the  governor  ordered  out 
the  soldiers  to  keep  them  back  ; hut  to  no  effect ; 
the  crowd  was  so  great,  that  a number  were  con- 
siderably hurt ; several  American  seamen  were 
star  ving  in  the  streets— captain  A.  took  them  to 
his  lodgings,  and  .fed  them  for  twelve  davs,  while 
his  ship  was  blown  out  of  the  roads  ; when  the 
ship  returned,  he  took  them  on  board,  and  brought 
them  with  him.  The  locusts  were  so  numerous 
on  the  island,  as  to  darken  the  sky,  devouring  eve- 
ry thing  before  them.  For  want  of  rain  last  sea- 
son, the  crops  of  wine  were  very  short  : the  great-' 
estpart  of  which  was  shipped  to  England  and  Por- 
tugal ; the  price  had  risen  from  25  to  351.  per  pipe 
— Indian  corn  had  sold  at  three  dollars  per  bushel, 
and  flour  20  per  barrel — noneat  market. 

LONDON,  March  22. — The  funds  experienced  a further  depres- 
sion to-day.  The  3 per  tent,  consols  fell  from  60  to  59  1-4,  and  the 
other  stocks  were  affected  in  the  same  proportion.  A greater  pa- 
nic in  the  stock  market  lias  not  been  witnessed  for  some  time.  Va- 
rious are  the  causes  to  which  have  been  ascribed  the  fall  oftlie  funds 
within  these  few  days,  and  more  particularly  the  further  fail  of  to* 
day. 

The  loan  for  the  present,  it  is  said,  w ill  beofnmch  greater  mag- 
nitude than  was  at  first  expected.  It  is  estimated  at  no  less  a sum 
than  eighteen  millions.  (79,920,000  dols.) 

March  23.— \Ve(  Courier)  have  to  announce  the  follow  ing  minis- 
terial arrangements,  which,  w7e  hear,  were  finally  settled  this  morn-- 
ing.  Lord  Sidmouth  is  to  be  president  of  the  council  in  the  room 
of  earl  Camden-  The  earl  of  Buckinghamshire  president  of  the 
board  of  controul,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Melville.  And  Mr.  Van* 
sittait  to  be  one  of  the  lords  of  the  treasury. 

Intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  Trench  ships  from  L’Orient 
having  positively  got  into  Cherburgh. 

A treasury  journal  of  this  day  contains  an  article  under  the  head 
of  bread  in  which  it  announces  the  approach  of  famine , and  reColu 
mends,  as  palliatives  of  this  evil,  a reduced  consumption,  the  dis- 
use of  pastry,  and  an  immediate  act  of  parliament  to  prevent  the 
eating  of  uetv  bread. 

Catholic  question.— Meetings  are  holding  in  all  the  counties  of 
Ireland  on  the  subject  of  Catholic  Emancipation.  The  language 
held  up  is  bold  and  resolute  ; and  it  is  thought  the  claims  setup 
will  be  agreed  to. 

The  merchants: of  Liverpool  are  petitioning  for  a participation 
in  the  East-India  trade. 

Eleven  thousand  frame  work  netters  of  the  town  and  county  of 
Leicester,  have  petitioned  parliament  for  a repeal  of  the  orders  in 
council. 

It  is  said,  that  at  Napoleon’s  levee  w hich  is  described  as  highly 
njagnificient,  the  ambassadors  from  ail  nations  were  present,  ex- 
cept the  Russian  plenipotentiary.  A strong  fixer,  and  worthy  seri- 
ous reflection. 

§^-In  the  present  number,  containing  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  on 
naval  affairs,  we  conclude  the  great  body  of  the  do- 
cuments laid  before  congress  at  its  present  session  ; 
being  all  those  deemed  of  such  general  interest  as  to 
require  a full  insertion  in  the  Register.  On  this 
apt  occasion  the  editor  feels  himself  permitted  to 
say,  that  these  documents,  which  do  not  make  more 
than  one  tenth  of  the  work  already  published, 
could  not  be  purchased  for  the  amount  of  a whole 
year’s  subscription,  in  their  usual  form.  The  con- 
sideration of  this  fact,  aided  by  the  reflection,  that 
the  very  soul  and  spirit  of  the  work  mutually  de- 
pends on  the  editor  and  his  patrons,  will,  it  is  hoped, 
induce  every  one  of  the  latter  to  remit  the  pittance 
due,  without  further  delay.  The  post-office  medi- 
um is  as  safe  as  convenient. 

The  Agents  of  the  Register  will  be  pleased  to 
observe,  that  all  persons  hereafter  subscribing  for 
the  work,  if  desir  ed  from  the  first  number,  must 
pay  the  sum  of  $5  on  its  receipt— -and  if  from  the 
commencement  of  the  second  volume,  the  sum  of 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  The  collections  will  be 
made  but  once  a vear,  and  it  is  important,  in  saving 
t:mc  and  trouble,  that  every  gentleman’s  payment 
should  be  due  at  the  same  time.  New  subscribers 
will,  as  a matter  of  course,  be  furnished  with  the 
current  volume.  They  caunot  be  supplied  on  any 
other  terms. 
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I five  ohm  meminme  juvabit. — Virgil. 
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LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW- YORK. 

IN  ASSEMBL?',  Monday  February  17,  1812. 
Gentlemen, — Pursuant  to  the  power,  vested  in  me,  by  the  aft 
passed  April  y,  1811,  Jcdediah  Peek,  John  Murray,  junior,  Samuel 
Russel,  Roger  Skinner  and  Robert  Macomb,  were  appointed  com- 
missioners, to  report  a system  lor  the  organization  and  establish- 
ment ot'  common  schools.  The  system  they  have  devised  is  now 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS. 

Albany,  Feb.  17,  1312. 

To  D.  D.  Tompkins,  governor,  &c. 

The  commissioners  appointed  K To  report  a System  &)'  the 
organization  and  establishment  of  common  schools  of  this  state,” 
beg  leave  to  present  the  accompanying  report  and  draught  of  a 
bill.  JOHN  MURRAY,  junior.  Chairman. 

Robert  Macomb , Secretary. 

Albany,  February  14,  1812. 

The.  commissioners  appointed  by  the  governor,  pursuant  to  the 
act  passed  April  9th,  1811,  to  report  a system  for  the  organization 
and  establishment  of  common  schools,  and  the  distribution  ol 
the  interest  of  the  school  fund  among  the  common  schools  of  this 
slate,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following 

REFORT- 

Periiaps  there  never  will  be  presented  to  tbe  legislature  a sub- 
ject of  more  importance  than  the  establishment  ol'  common  schools. 
Education,  as  the  means  .of  improving  the  moral  and  intellectual 
faculties,  is  under  all  circumstances,  a subject  of  the  most  im- 
posing consideration.  To  rescue  man  from  the  state  of  di  gradation 
to  which  he  is  doomed,  unless  redeemed  by  education  ; to  unfold 
his  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  powers;  and  to  lit  him  for 
those  high  destinies  which  his  Creator  has  prepared  for  him,  cannot 
fail  to  excite  the  most  ardent  sensibility  of  the  philosopher  and 
the  philanthropist.  A oomjwrisou  of  the  savage  that  roams  through 
4he  forest,  with  the  enlightened  inhabitant  of  a civilized  country, 
would  be  a brief,  but  impressive  representation,  of  the  momentous 
import  mice  of  education. 

It  were  an  easier  task  for  the  commissioners  to  show,  that  in 
proportion  as  every  country  has  been  enlightened  by  education, 
so  has  been  its  prosperity.  Where  the  heads  and  the  hearts  of 
men  are  generally  cultivated,  and  improved,  virtue  and  wisdom 
must  reign,  anil  vice  and  ignorance  must  cease  to  prevail.  Virtue 
and  wisdom  are  the  parents  of  private  and  public  felicity,  vice  and 
ignorance  of  private  and  public  misery. 

If  education  be  the  cause  of  the  advancement  of  other  nations,  it 
must  be  apparent  to  the  most  superficial  observer  of  our  peculiar 
political  constitutions,  that  it  is  essential,  not  to  our  prosperity  only, 
but  to  the  very  existence  of  our  government.  Whatever  may  be 
the  effect  of  education  on  a despotic,  or  monarchical  government, 
it  is  not  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  existence  of  either.  In  a 
despotic  government  the  people  have  no  agency  whatever,  either 
in  the  formation  or  in  the  execution  of  the  laws.  They  are  the 


is  the  supreme  law,  fear,  slavish  fear  on  the  part  of  the  governed,  is 
ipnl  of  despotism. 

ranee  on  the  pan  of  the  people  can  present  no  barrier  to  the  ad' 
ministration  of  such  a government;  and  much  less  cun  it  endanger 
its  existence.  In  a monarchical  government  the  operation  of 
fixed  laws  is  extended  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  intelligence  in 


other  methods,  heretofore  adopted,  are  partial  in  their  operation, 
and  circumscribed  in  tlnir  edi  cts.  Academies  and  universities, 
understood  in  contra-distinction  to  common  schools,  cannot  be 
considered  as  operating  impartially  and  indiscriminately . as  l egard* 
the  country  at  large.  The  advantages  of  the  tirslaro  confim  d to 
the  particular  districts  in  which  they  are  established;  and  the 
second,  from  causes  apparent  to  every  one,  are  devoted  almost 
exclusively  to  the  rich.  In  a free  government,  wh«r<  political 
equality  is  established,  and  where  the  road  to  preferment  is  open 
to  all,  tin  re  is  a natural  stimulus  to  education  ; and  accordingly  we 
find  it  generally  resorted  to,  unless  some  great  local. impediments 
interfere.  In  populous  cities,  and  the  parts  of  the  country  thickly 
settled,  schools  are  generally  established  hv  individual  'exertion. 
In  these  cases,  the  means  of  education  are*  facilitated,  ns  the  cx- 
pences  of  schools  are  divided  among  a great  many.  It  is  in  the 
remote  and  thinly  populated  parts  of  the  state,  where  the  inhabi- 
tants are  scattered  over  a large  extent,  that  education  stands  greatly 
in  need  of  encouragement,  i he  people  here  living  far  from  each 
other,  makes  it  so  difficult  to  establish  school  , as  to  render  them  con- 
venient or  accessible  to  all.  Every  family,  therefore,  must  e ither 
educate  its  own  children,  or  the  children  must  forego  the  advan- 
tages of  education. 

These  inconveniences  can  be  remedied  best  by  the  establishment 
of  common  schools,  under  the  direction  and  patronage  of.  the  state. 
In  these  scliyols  should  Ire  taught,  at  least,  those  branches  of  edu- 
cation which  are  indispensably  nectssary  to  every  person  in  bis 
intercourse  with  the  world,  and  to  the:  performance  of  his  duty  as,  a 
useful  citizen.  Reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  the  prinV.jp,' * s 
of  morality,  are  essential  to  every  person,  however  Immblc  Ss 
situation  in  life.  "Without  the  first,  it  is  impossible  to  receive  those 
j lessons  of  morality,  which  are  inculcated  in  the  writings  of  the 
I learned  ami  pious  ; nor  is  it  possible  to  become  acquainted  w ith  our 
political  constitutions  and  laws;  nor  to  decide  those  great  political 
questions,  which  ultimately  are: referred  to  the  intelligence  of  the 
people.  Writing  and  arithmetic  are  indispensible  in  the  manage- 
meat  of  one's  private  affairs,  and  to  facilitate  one’s  commerce  w ith 
the  world.  Morality  and  religion  are  tbe  foundation  of  all  that 
is  truly  great  and  good,  and  are  consequently  of  primary  impor- 
tance. A person  provided  with  these  acquisitions,  is  enabled  to 
pass  through  the  w orld  respectably  and  successfully.  It;  however, 
jt  be  his  intention  to  become  acquainted  with  the  higher  branches 
of  science,  the  academies  and  universities  established  in  inherent 
parts  of  the  state,  art  open  to  him.  In  this  manner,  education,  in 
all  its  stages,  is  offered  to  the  citizens  generally. 

In  devising  a plan  for  the  organization  and  establishment  of 
common  schools,  the  commissioners  leave  proceeded  with  great 
care  and  delilieration.  To  frame  a system  which  must  directly 
nftect  every  citizen  in  the  state,  and  so  to  regulate  it,  as  that  it 
shall  obviate  individual  and  local  discontent,  and  yet  be  generally 
beneficial,  is  a task,  at  once,  perplexing  and  arduous,  to  avow! 
the  imputation  of  local  partiality,  and  to  clevis'-  a plan,  operating 
with  equal  mildness  and  advantage,  has  been  the  object  of  the 


commissioners.  To  effect  this  end  they  have  consulted  the  ex- 
perience of  others,  and  resorted  to  every  probable  source  of  intel- 
ligence. From  neighboring  states,  where  common  school  sv stems 
are  established  by  law,  they  have  derived  much  important'  infor- 
mation. This  information  is  doubly  valuable,  as  iris  the  result  of 
long  ami  actual  exp»  rience.  The  commissioners  by  closely  exa- 
mining the  rise  and  progress  of  those  systems,  have  been  able  to 
obviate  many  imperfections,  otherwise  inseparable  from  the  not  citv 
of  the  establishment,  and  to  discover  the  means  by  wldch  they 
have  gradually  risen  to  their  present  condition. 


mere  slaves  of  arbitrary  authority,  holding  their  lives  and  property 
at  the  pleasure  of  uncontrolled  caprice.  As  the  will  of  the  ruler 

is  the  supreme  law,  fear,  slavish  fear  on  the  nart  of  the  governed,  is  -n.  „ , . 

the  principal  of  despotism,  it  will  he  perceived  readilv,  that  -ign  J,  -jt  S !’  IF,"  dhf  the  commissioners,  are 

• ‘ -o,»Ie  can  present  no  barriei?  to  the* ad-  ^ 1 i f V’v ” *“  ,bV  *atj\be  ««o 


school  districts,  by  three  commissioners,  elected  hy  the  citizens 
qualified  to  vote  for  town  officers : That  trustees  be  elected  ia 
each  district,  to  whom  shall  he  confided  the  care  and  sumrimen. 


right,  anil  virtue  to  do  what  is  right.  Our  republic,'  „ • • . . ti.  . , . , . . ■ 

ty  justly  be  said  to  be  founded  on  tlrn intelligence  *n"ch 


perci 

vk«?»rf’,i "uras  : Tfc“ tS 

thai  the  enlightened  Montesquieu  has  said,  “ that  in  a republic  the  fiOSS  tbe  sUte  1uk1  r«ised  by  the 

...i.  , .•  . -i •....  • j „ * 1 towns,  be  ^propnated,  exclusively,  to  the  payment  of  the  wages 


whole  force  of  education  is  required.” 

The  commissioners  think  it  unnecessary  to  represent  in  a stronger 
point  of  view,  the  importance,  aud  absolute  necessity  of  education, 
as  connected  either  with  the  cause  of  religion  and  morality,  or  with 
the  prosperity  and. existence  of  our  political  institutions.  As  the 
people  must  receive  the  advantages  of  education,  the  enquiry 
-naturally  arises,  how  this  end  is  to  be  attained.  The  expedient 
devised  by  tbe  legislature,  is  the  establishment  of  common  schools, 


of  tlm  teachers : That,  the  whole  system  be  placed  under  the  super* 
intendance  of  an  officer,  appointed  by  the  council  of  appointment. 
These  are  the  great  outlines  of  the  plan  ; tbe  details  will  appear 
more  fully  by  the  annexed  sketch  of  a law,  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  legislature. 

This  being  the  plan  devised  hy  the  commissioners,  let  us  next-' 
entjuire  what  means  the  legislature  have  assigned  to  carry  it  into 


which  being  spread  throughout  the  state,  and  aided  by  its  bounty, | effect.  This  will  be  explained  by  a reference  to  the  report  of  the 
will  bring  improvement  wit  hin  the  reach  of  the  humblest  citizen.  I comptroller  of  the  state,  made  to  tbe  legislature,  tbe  11th  of  Pe- 
This  appears  to  be  the  best  plan  that  can  he  devised,  to  disseminate  j bruiu  y iust.  By  this  it  appear#  that  the  school-fund  i»  compdsodl 
religion,  morality  and  learning,  throughout  a whole  country.  Ail 1 of  the  following  itfcras: 
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Bond*  and  mortgages  For  part  of  the  consideration  money  i 

of  lands  sold  by  the  surveyor-general  Dots'.  240.370  67 

3000  shaves  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Merchant’s  Bank  150.000  00 
300  do.  do.  do.  Hudson  do.  15,000  00 

Mortgages  fov  loans  101,924  52 

Bo  ad  cf  Horatio  G.  Spafford  and  sureties  for  a loan  3,000  Q0 
Bo  .li  tefthe  Mechanic’s  Bank  in  the  city  of  New- York  10,000  00 
Arrears  of  interest  due  on  the  bonds  and  mortgages  of 

the  fund  35,831  13 

Balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  3lst  December,  181J,  be- 
longing to  this  fund  3,338  37 

Dels.  558,464  69 

REVENUE. 

The  revenue  of  the  school-fund  for  this  year  is  estimated  at 
45,216  dollars  95  cents  arising  from  the  following  sources. 

Annual  interest  on  bonds  and  mortgages  Dols.  21,766  95 

Dividends  on  bank  stock  14,850  00 

Probable  collection  from  persons  refusing  to  do  military 
duty  1,600  00 

Proceeds  of  the  clerk’s  office  of  the  supreme  court  7,000  00 

l , 45,216  95 

It  further  appears,  by  the  same  report,  that  of  the  500,000  acres 
of  land  which  are  directed,  by  law,  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  ol  the 
school  fund,  the  surveyor-general  has  already  sold  193,507  656-1000 
acres,  leaving  301,493  344-1000  acres  yet  to  be  appropriated  to  that 
purpose.  As  soon  as  this  fund  shall  have  produced  a revenue  of 
50,000  dollars,  that  revenue  by  the  act  of  April  2d,  1805,  is  to  be 
cdjvitled  qmorig  the  different  counties  of  this  state. 

It  will  readily  be  perceived  by  the  legislature  that  if  the  common 
school  establishment,  were  intended  to  be  maintained  by  this  fund 
exclusively,  the  fluid  would  fall  far  short  of  being  adequate  to  the 
object.  A brief  statement  will  make  this  fact  Very  apparent.  _ 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  school  fund  were  arrived  at  that  point, 
when  by  law  it  is  to  be  divided.  There  will  then  be  50,000  dollars 
of  public  money  to  be  distributed  among  the  schools  ; and  as,  by 
the  contemplated  plan,  a sum  is  to  be  raised  annually,  by  tax,  equal 
to  tile  interest  of  the  school  fund,  the  gross  amount  of  monies 
which  the  schools  will  receive,  will  be  100,000  dollars.  There  are  in 
this  state  45  counties,  comprising  exclusively  of  the  cities,  449 
towns.  It  will  be  very  evident  therefore,  that  the  proportion  of 
eacli  town  must  necessarily  be  small.  As,  • however,  the  school 
districts  are  authorised  to  raise,  by  tax,  a sum  sufficient  to  purchase 
a lot,  on  which  the  school  house  is  to  be  built;  to  build  the  school 
house  ; and  to  keep  the  same  in  repair;  and  as  the  school-monies 
are  devoted,  exclusively,  to  the  payment  of  the  teachers  wages, 
the  sum,  however  small,  which  each  district  will  be  entitled  to,  will 
be  from  these  considerations,  so  much  the  more  efficacious.  It  will, 
however,  be  evident  to  the  legislature,  that  the  funds  appropriated 
by  the  state,  for  the  support  of  the  common  school  system,  will 
alone,  be  very  inadequate;  and  the  commissioners  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  fund  in  any  stage  of  it,  even  when  the  residue  of  the  unsold 
lands  shall  be  converted  into  money  bearing  an  interest,  never  will 
be  alone  adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  common  schools ; as  the 
increase  of  the  population,  will  probably  be,  in  as  great,  if  not  a 
greater  ratio,  than  that  of  the  fund.  But.  it  is  hardly  to  be  ima- 
gined, the  legislature  intended  that  the  state  should  support  the 
whole  expence  of  so  great  an  establishment.  The  object  of  the 
legislature,  as  understood  by  the  commissioners,  was  to  rouse  the 
public  attention  to  the  important  subject  of  education,  and  by 
adopting  a system  of  common  schools,  in  the  expenet  of  which  the 
state  would  largely  participate,  to  bring  instruction  within  the 
reach  and  means  of  the  humblest  citizen.  And  the  commissioners 
have  kept  in  view  the  furtherance  of  this  object  of  the  legislature : 
for  by  requiring  each  district  to  raise,  by  tax,  a sum  sufficient  to 
build  and  repair  a school  house  ; and  by  alloting  the  school-monies 
solely  to  the  payment  of  the  teacher’s  wages,  they  have,  in  a mea- 
se re,  supplied  two  of  the  most  important  sources  of  expence. — 
Thus  every  inducement  will  be  held  out  to  the  instruction  of  youth. 

As  to  the  particular  mode  of  instruction  best  calculated  to 
communicate  to  the  young  mind  the  greatest  quantity  of  useful 
knowledge,  in  a given  time,  and  with  the  least  expence,  the 
.commissioners  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  there  are  a variety  ot ‘new 
methods  lately  adopted,  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  of  imparting 
instruction  to  youth,  some  of  which  methods  have  been  partially 
introduced  into* the  United  States.  The  Lancastrian  plan,  as  it  is 
Called,  which  has  lately  been  introduced  into  some  of  die  large 
towns  of  the  United  States,  merits  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
legislature.  As  an  expeditious  and  cheap  mode  of  instructing  a 
large  number  of  scholars,  it  stands  unrivalled.— And  the  subjoined 
certificates  of  the  trustees  of  the  New- York  Free-Scliool,  together 
with  those  of  divers  tutors,  carry  with  them  the  evidence  of  its 
vast  ut  ility  and  success. — The  commissioners,  therefore',  recommend 
that  a number  of  Lancaster’s  bonks,  containing  an  account  of  his 
mode  of  teaching,  &c,  be  printed,  by  order  of  the  legislature,  and 
distributed  among  the  several  towns  in  tins  state;  with  the  annexed 
certificates  of  recommendation. 

The  legislature  will  perceive,  in  the  system  contained  in  the  hill 
submitted  to  their  consideration,  that  the  commissioners  re  deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  admitting,  under  the  contemplat- 
ed plan,  such  teachers  only  as  are  duly  qualified.  The  respecta- 
bility of  ever)  school  must  necessarily  depend  on  the  character  of 
the  master.  To  entitle  a teacher  to  assume  the  control  of  a school, 
he  should  be  endowed  with  the  requisite  literary  qualifications  not 
only,  bn i with  unimpeachable  character.  He  should  also  he  a man 
of  patient  and  mild  temperament.  “ A preceptor,”  says  Rousseau, 
“is  invested  with  the  rights  and  takes  upon  himself  the  obligations 
of  both  father  and  mother.”  And  Quintilian  tells  us,  “ that  to  the 
requisite  literary  and  moral  endowments,  he  must  add  the  benevo- 
lent disposition  of  a parent.” 

To  enable  a teacher  to  perform  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  the 
above  qualifications  are  indispensable.  When  we  consider  the 


tender  sge  at  which  children  are  sent  to  school;  the  length  of  the 
time  they  pass  under  the  direction  of  the  teachers ; when  we  con- 
sider that  their  little  minds  are  to  be  diverted  from  their  natural 
propensities,  to  the  artificial  acquisition  of  knowledge;  that  they 
are  to  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  great  moral  and  religious 
truths ; to  be  inspired  with  a love  of  virtue  and  a detestation  of 
vice  ; we  will  forcibly  perceive  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  above 
qualifications  in  the  master.  As  an  impediment  to  bad  men  get- 
ting into  the  schools, .as  teachers,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  town- 
inspectors  strictly  to  inquire  into  the  mor;d  and  literary  qualifica- 
tions ol_  those  who  may  be  candidates  for  the  place  of  teacher — 
And  it  is  hoped  that  this  pvecautjbn  aided  by  that  desire  which 
generally  prevails  of  employing  good  men  only,  will  render  it 
unnecessary  to  resort  to  any  other  measure. 

The  commissioners  at  the  time  that  they  feel  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  employing  teachers  of  the  character  described,  can- 
not refrain  from  expressing  their  solicitude  as  to  the  introduction 
of  proper  books  into  tile  contemplated  schools.  Tins  is  a subject 
so  imtimately  connected  w ith  a good  education,  that  it  merits' the 
serious  consideration  of  all  who  are  concerned  in  the  establishment 
and  management  of  schools.  Much  good  is  to  be  derived  from  a 
judicious  selection  of  books,  calculated  to  enlighten  the  under- 
standing not  only,  but  to  improve  the  heart.  And  as  it  is  of  in- 
calculable consequence  to  guard  the  young  and  tender  mind  from 
receiving  fallacious  impressions,  the  commissioners  cannot  omit 
mentioning  this  subject  as  a part  of  the  weighty  trust  reposed  in 
them.  Connected  with  the  introduction  of  suitable  books,  the 
commissioners  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  some  observa- 
tions and  advice  touching  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  the  schools 
might  be  salutary.  In  order  to  render  the  sacred  volume  produc- 
tive i A the  greatest  advantage,  it  should  be  held  in  a very  different 
light  from  that  of  a common  school  book.  It  should  be-  regarded  as  a 
book  intended  for  literary  improvement  not  merely,  but  as  inculcat- 
ing great  and  indispensable  moral  truths  also.  With  these  impres- 
sions, the  commissioners  are  induced  to  recommend  the  practice 
introduced  into  the  New-York  Free-Sehool,  of  having  select  chapters 
read  at  the  opening  of  thf  school  in  the  morning,  and  the  like  at  the 
close  in  the  aiternoon.  This  is  deemed  the  best  mode  of  preserv- 
ing the  religious  regard  which  is  due  to  the  sacred  writings. 

It  will;  naturally  occur  to  the  legislature,  as  the  interest  of  the 
school-fund  is  to  be  divided  every  year  among  the  counties  and 
towns  as  soon  as  it  shall  amount  to  50.000  dollars  annually,  that 
this  sum  must  be  forth-coming  on  a fixed  day,  annually;  to  meet 
the  contingencies  for  which  it  is  appropriated.  Without  a certainty 
in  the  payment  of  the  annual  appropriation,  the  whole  system  will 
be  impeded  in  its  operation.  By  a recurrence  to  the  report  of  the 
comptroller,  it  will  appear  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  revenue  of 
the  school-fund  arises  from  sources  which  preclude  the  probability 
of  certainty  in  tie  receipt.  The  interest  arising  from  monies 
loaned  on  mortgage,  the  net  proceeds  of  the  offices  of  the  clerks 
of  the  supreme  court,  &c.  cannot  be  counted  on  with  an)-  certainty 
as  to  time.  This  inconvenience  must  be  in  some  way,  remedied. 
And  the  most  advisable  method  that  occurs  to  the  commissioners, 
will  be,  by  the  actual  appropriation,  by  the  state,  of  a sum  equal  to 
the  interest  of  the  school-fund,  the  state  having  recourse  to  the 
debtors  of  the  fund  for  arrears  of  interest  for  its  reimbursement. 

The  commissioners  have  deemed  it  proper  to  recommend  to  the 
legislature  the  appointment  of  an  officer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
superintend,  generally,  the  interests,  and  watch  the  operations  of 
-the  common  school  system.  They  are  induced  to  this  measure  by 
the  consideration  that  the  system  is  sufficiently  important  to  justify 
the  measure. 

The  commissioners  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  express* 
ing,  once  more,  their  deep  sense  of  the  momentous  subject  com- 
mitted to  them.  If  we  regard  it  as  connected  with  the  cause  of 
religion  and  morality  merely,  its  aspect  is  awfully  solemn.  But 
the  other  view  of  it,  already  alluded  to,  is  sufficient  to  excite  the 
keenest  solicitude  in  the  legislative  body.  It  is  a subject,  let  it  be 
repeated,  intimately  connected  with  the  permanent  prosperity  of 
our  political  institutions.  The  American  empire  is  founded  on  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people.  But  it  were  irrational  to 
conceive  that  any  form  of  government  can  long  exist  without  vir- 
tue in  the  people.  Where  the  largest  portion  of  a nation  is  vicious, 
the  government  must  cease  to  exist,  as  it  loses  its  functions.  The 
laws  cannot  be  executed  where  every  man  lias  a personal  interest 
in  screening  and  protecting  the  profligate  and  abandoned.  When 
these  are  unrestrained  by  the  wholesome  coercion  of  authority,  they 
give  way  to  every  species  of  excess  and  crime:  One  enormity 
brings  on  another,  until  the  whole  community  becoming  corrupt, 
bursts  forth  into  some  mighty  change,  or  sinks  at  once  into  anni- 
hilation. “ Can  it  be,”  said  Washington,  “ that  providence  has  not 
connected  the  permanent  felicity  of  a nation  with  its  virtue?  The 
experiment,  at  least  is  recommended  by  every  sentiment  winch 
ennobles  human  nature.” 

And  the  commissioners  cannot  but  hope,  that  that  Being  who 
rules  the  universe  in  justice  and  in  mercy,  "ho  rewards  virtue 
and  punishes  vice,  will  most  graciously  deign  to  smile  benignly  on 
the  humble  efforts  of  a people  in  a cause  purely  his  own  ; and  that’ 
he  will  manifest  his  pleasure  in  the  lasting  prosperity  of  our 
country. 

JEDIDIAH  PECK,  Y 

JOHN  MURRAY,  jun’r 

SAMUEL  RUSSEL,  f*  Commissioners. 

ROGER  SKINNER.  | 

ROBERT  MACOMB,  J 

Dated  Albany , February  14,  1812. 

[Here  iollow  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  report being  let- 
ters from  tlie  president,  and  secretary  of  the  trustees  of  theNew- 
York  Free-School,  and  from  the  teachers  of  the  schools  No.  1 and 
No.  2,  as  also  from. the  teacher  of  the  New-York  African  school, all 
tending  to  prove  the  utility  and  economy  of  the  Lancastrian  system 
of  edueation.J 
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Mr.  Pickering’s  Letters. 

from  the  boston  repertory. 

LETTER  I.— To  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Constrained  l>y  niv  circumstances,  to  the  constant  and  laborious 
management  of  my  little  farm,  I can  ill  spare  the  time  necessary  to 
the  examination  of  the  state  of  our  public  affairs,  and  the  conduct 
of  our  rulers.  But,  I consider  my  farm,  my  labor,  and  my  life  of 
small  account,  if  our  public  affairs  are  to  proceed  in  their  present 
downward  course.  I therefore  suspend  my  labors,  in  order  to  lay 
before  you  some  facts,  some  truths,  and  some  reflections,  which  I 
conceive  highly  important  to  your  interests,  safety  and  freedom  ; 
with  Which  my  own  are  indissolubly  united.  The  attempt,  I con- 
fess, is  attended  with  discouragements.  Newspapers  are  the  usual 
means  of  conveying  information  to  you  and  a free  press  has  ever 
been  considered  as  the  shield  of  our  rights  and  liberties : but  those 
means  are  perverted,  and  that  shield  is  changed  into  a mischievous 
w eapon  ot  annoyance.  Misrepresentations  and  falsehoods  spread 
over  the  country  in  newspapers  devoted,  not  to  the  public  welfare, 
but  to  build  up  and  support  a party,  who  seek  their  own  and  not 
your  advantage,  have  deceived  vou  into  a belief,  that  your  national 
rulers  have  conducted  your  affairs  wisely  and  honestly;  and  that 
they  and  those  who  are  their  professed  admirers  and  abettors  in  the 
several  states,  are  the  only  friends  to  the  people,  the  only  real 
patriots.  And  how  are  you  to  he  undeceived  ? “ how  are  you  to 
£ome  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ?”  A vast  proportion  of  Un- 
people read  those  papers  only,  which,  with  the  fatal  industry,  disse- 
minate the  misrepresentations  and  falsehoods  which  have  deceived 
you.  They  studiously  omit  and  rgjeOt  all  those  truths  which  would 
correct  the  errors,  by  which  so  many  are  influenced  to  their  own 
harm  and  the  approaching  ruin  of  the  country.  If,  liow'ever,  my 
voice  cannot  reach  you  all,  it  may  be  heal'd  by  many,  and  contribute 
t,o  their  confirmation  in  the  patriotic  course  they  now  pursue. 

WAR  WITH  GREAT- BRIT  AIN. 

Yesterday  I received  from  an  experienced,  discerning  and  upright 
member  of  congress,  a letter  dated  the  third  instant,  in  which  he 
says : “ The  aspect  of  affairs  more  strongly  indicates  war  ap- 
proaching than  at  any  other  period  during  the  session,  I believe, 
until  very  lately,  some  confidence  has  been  placed  in  the  effect  of 
our  scare-crow  plan  of  warfare,  or  that  the  idea  of  our  preparations 
would  produce,  on  the  part  of  Great-Britain,  a relaxation  in  her 
maritime  system.  It  has  entirely  failed  in  its  intended  effect ; and 
has,  on  the  contrary,  produced  union  [in  Great-Britain  ;]  so  that 


events,  which  might  or  might  not  take  place.  But  it  was  the  fact 
of  their  actual  revocation  ; not  n promise  to  revoke,  which  tiiepre* 
sklent  was  authorised  by  law  to  proclaim.  It  was  this  unfou’.uied 
proclamation,  for  issuing  which  Mr.  Madison  ought  io  have  buu 
impeached;  combined  with  the  emperor’s  conditional  or  promised 
revocation  of  his  decrees,  that  twisted  the  knot  about  our  necks, 
cut  which,  the  government  is  now  preparing  to  plunge  our  country 
into  a war  with  Great-Britain.  But,  before  this  Knot  received  t.".«s 
finishing  twist  by  an  act.  of  congress',  a new  minister  arrived  from 
France.  As  he  had  left  France  loop;  after  the  first  of  November, 
1810,  on  which  day  Mr.  Madison  had  proclaimed  the  French  decrees 
to  have  been  revoked,  it  was  supposed  he  could  settle  the  poi:  t 
whether  they  had  been  revoked  or  not ; for  the  conduct  of  t’>o 
emperor  in  seizing  and  detaining  American  vessels  subsequent  to 
the  first  day  of  November,  had  excited  doubts  even  among  credu- 
lous and  devoted  partisans  of  France,  whether  the  dc  sees  aod  been 
revoked.  The  then  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Smith,  affirms  that  he 
very  soon  expressed  his  doubts  to  the  president,  ev  en  within  about 
a month  after  his  proclamation  had  been  issued.  He  was',  therefore, 
the  more  ready  to  seek  information  of  the  new  French  minister,  as 
soon  as  he  had  been  received  by  thepresi  lent.  Mr.  S.  accordingly 
conversed  with  the  French  minister  on  the  subject  of  the  deeve*  i 
and  the  situation  of  our  commerce  with  France;  concluding  the 
interview  by  observing  to  the  French  minister,  that  lie  would 
propose  in  w riting,  the  several  questions  which  had  been  stated  in 
the  conversation.  Mr.  Smith  committed  them  to  paper,  in  the 
form  of  a letter  to  the  French  minister.  The  first  question  was, 
“ were  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  revoked  in  whole  »r  in  part 
on  the  first  day  of  last  November?  Or,  have  they  nt  any  time  pos* 
teriorto  that  day  been  so  revoked?  Or,  have  won  instructions  from 
your  government  to  give  to  this  government  auy  assurance  or 
explanation  in  relation  to  the  revocation  or  modification  of  those 
decrees?”  This  letter  was  dated  the  20th  of  February,  1811,  and 
congress  was  of  necessity  to  close  their  session  on  the  third  of 
March.  The  information  sought  by  that  question  was  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  commerce , and  now  in  its  consequences, 
to  Hut.  peace  of  our  country.  But,  Mr.  Madison  disapproved  of  it : 
Mr.  Smith  “ entreated  him,  but  in  the  most  delicate  manner,  not  to 
withhold  from  congress  any  information  that  might  be  useful  to 
them  at  so  momentous  a juncture.”  Such  are  Mr.  Smith’s  own 
words,  in  his  public  statement  of  the  ease. 

The  letter  Was  not  sent.  The  information  was  not  obtained-. 
And  congress,  (groping  in  the  dark,  or  rather  walking,  only  by  the 
light  shed  upon  their  path  by  Mr.  Madison,  a light  that  served  but 
to  make  darkness  visible)  by  an  act  passed  the  second  of  March, 
forbidding  all  importations  from  Great  Britain,  gave  the  finishing 


tivist  to  the  knot.  Our  commerce,  consequently  tor  a whole  year  anil 
now  our  government  has  no  choice  left, but  either  to  recede .from  the  j more,  has  been  struggling  for  breath  under  the  hands  of  the  harig- 
ground  they  have  taken,  or  proceed  to  the  last  resort that  is  to  man,  and  now  by  the  embargo  it  is  strangled.  Nothing  remains 
war.  “ I have  all  along  been  fearful  that  a series  of  blunder  and  but  to  cut  down  the  body  and  burn  it  under  the  gallows.  This  the 


mismanagement,  to  give  them  no  harsher  epithet,  would  lead  to  that 
result.  My  fears  are,  I believe,  like  to  be  realized.  The  liigh 
sense  of  honor  which  the  advocates  of  the  present  measures  profess 
forbids  a retreat : there  is,  therefore,  no  alternative  but  to  fight. 
If  the  people  at  large  have  that  high  sense  of  national,  or  rather 
congressional  honor,  winch  men  of  this  stamp  profess,  they  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  shed  their  blood  and  w aste  their  treasure,  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  war.”  My  respectable  friend  then  adds, 
“ The  crisis  is  fast  approaching.  The  advocates  of  the  present 
war  have  been  all  along  flattering  themselves  that  it  would  be  a 
popular  war.  That  impression  will,  I think,  prove  fallacious.’ 


impending  war  is  to  accomplish.  But  why  should  president  Madi 
son  oppose  Mr.  Smith's  most  importfmt  inquiry?  It  is  the  presi- 
dent's constitutional  duty  to  '‘give  to  congress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  union  ;”  and  his  oath  of  office  enforces  the  obligation. 
“ The  state  of  the  union”  means  the  situation  or  condition  of  the 
United  States  in  regard  to  foreign  nations  as  well  as  among 
themselves. 

Was  Mr.  Madison  afraid  that  the  real  truth  should  be  known  ? 
Did  he  fear  that  by -the  confession  of  the  French  minister  himself, 
his  November  proclamation  should  be  proved  unfounded  and  false? 
Or  was  it  a blind  devotion  to,  or  treacherous  concert  with  France, 
Great  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  approaching  elections.  Everj  * which  governed  his  conduct  in  this  matter?  I have  stated  the 
vote  given  for  Gerry  in  Massachusetts  will  be  considered  here  as  a j material  facts:  you  will  form  your  own  conclusions.  A series  of 
vote  in  Javor  of  the  war  measures  of  cotigress .”  deceptions  and  double-dealings,  which  I have  witnessed  in  the 

Yes,  fellow-citizens,  abandoning  your  greatest  and  best  interests,  | executives  of  the  United  States  for  several  years  past,  some  of 
you  are  to  engage  in  a destructive  w ar  for  honor— You  are  to  fight  j which  I have  heretofore  exhibited  to  the  public,  leave -me  no  choice : 
lor  honor— -for  “ congressional  honor” — (a  happy  distinction  of  my ! I can  form  but  one  conclusion,  and  that  is-  that  yon  are  betrayed  f 
friend’s— not  for  national  honor,  but  for  the  honor  of  a set  of  men,  a that  your  best  interests  are  sacrificed,  and  your  safety,  liberty  and 
ma  jority  of  whom,  together  with  the  administration,  and  Thomas ! independence  hazarded  to  enable  the  French  emperor  to  extend  us 
Jefferson,  the  master-spring  at  their  head,)  have  been  reviled,  and  conquests,  and  finally  to  destroy  the  only  power  yet  unsubdued 


figuratively  speaking-,  cuffed,  and  spit  upon  by  Bonaparte.  To  hi: 
own  subjects,  whiie  lie  has  grinds  them  to  powder  b)  his  exactions 
fbr  his  treasury  and  his  armies,  he  yet  shews  some  respect,  but  to 
our  rulers  in  all  his  words  and  actions  for  four  years  past,  nothing 
but  Contempt.  Aud  finally,  he  has  told  them  explicitly  that  they 
were  “ destitute  of  honor all  which  they  have  borne  with  the 


I have  already  remarked,  that  where  promises  or  compacts  are 
mutual,  where  something  is  to  be  performed  on  one  side  as  w.  11 « j 
on  the  oilier,  if  one  party  fails  in  tne  performance,  the  other  is  dis- 
charged. Now  if  the  French  emperor’s  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
which  so  atrociously  violated  our  rights  as  a neutral  nation,  were 
revoked,  then  the  United  States,  were  not  bound  to  revive  and  eu- 


tameness  of  slaves.  And  yet  these  men  now  talk  of  honor ! and  force  the  non-importation  law-  against  Great  Britain.  But  thosfc. 
are  urging  you  into  a war  to  defend  it  i— No,  fellow-citizens  ! it  is  a decrees  were  not  ^revoked  on  the  1st  of  November  1310,  nor  have 
war  to  rescue  them  from  merited  disgrace,  and  not  to  save  or  defend ! they  been  since  revoked.  On  the  contrary,  the  emperor  ha?  repeat- 
tbt-  honor  of  our  country.  The  French  emperor  has  contrived  tojedlv  declared  them  to  be"  the  fundamental  laws  of  nis  empire.  Nuf 
twist  a knot  about  our  necks,  as  one  of  the  members  said,  “ A knot  I has  he  so  modified  them  that  they  cease  to  violate  our  neutral 
which,”  he  added,  “ must  be  cut  bv  the  sword  of  war!”  But  war  rights.  Mam  of  our  vessels  have  been  captured  and  condemned, 

with  whom?  With  him  who  twisted  the  knot?  No,  with  Great-  ' ‘ ' " *'  ui”u  " 

Britain  ! But  how  could  Bonaparte  twist  s :ch  a knot  about  our 


tparte  t 

necks  without  the  aid,  the  co-operation  of  our  own  rulers?  And  if  j, 
in  concert  with  them,  how  but  by  treachery.?  But,  it  is  said,  they 
have  made  a “ compact”  with  him : (and  tliis  is  the  knot  twistfcd 
about  our  necks)  and  every  agreement  ought  to  be  sacredly  pei> 
formed.  True : honest  men  will  always  fulfil  their  engagements ; 
but  where  promises  and“  compacts”  are  mutual,  where  something 
is  to  be  performed  on  one  side  as  well  as  on  the  other,  if  one  party 
fails  in  the  performance,  the  other  is  discharged.  The  pretended 
“ compact”  was,  that  if  France  revoked  or  modified  her  decrees 
so  that  they  should  cease  to  vic^te  bur  neutral  commerce,  and 
Great-Britain  did  not  revoke  or  modify  her  orders  in  council  in 
like  manner,  then  the  United  States  were  to  prohibit  all  importa- 
tions of  the  products  and  merchandize  of  the  British  dominions. 
But  France  did  not  so  revoke  or  modify  her  decrees:  and  president 
Madison’s  proclamation  of  Nov.  3,  1810,  stating  that  the  French 
decrees  in  question  had  been  so  revoked  or  modified  was  false  in 
fact ; for  the  emperor’s  declaration  in  the  letter  of  his  minister 
Cham’jftgny,  to  the  American  minister  in  Paris,  was  conditional, 
amounting  only  to  a promise  to  revoke  his  decrees,  on  certain  future 


which  were  solely  engaged  in  the  commerce,  which  no  other  laws 
prohibited;  aud  their  condemnation  proves  those  decreesto  lx  si .11 
in  force.  But  of  what  avail  is  it,  if  those  decrees  were  repealed? 
The  neutral  rights  and  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  rcqniro 
that  our  commerce  should  be  perfectly  free. with  all  nations  which 
are  willing  to  admit  our  vessels  into  their  ports,  whether  they  bi 
neutral,  or  the  enemies  of  France.  Notwithstanding  which,  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  emperor  take,  burn,  destroy  all  our  yes*ils 
destined  to  Spain  and  Portugal  and  their  dominions,  which  he  has 
treacherously  invaded  and  endeavored  to  subdue*  But  he  has  not 


treacherously: 

stopped  here.  In  the  Baltic  sea,  Frencti  armed  vessels  make 
prizes  of  all.  the  American  vessels  tliey  can  find,  altnougo  bound  to 
Sweden  and  Russia,  nations  at  peace  with  France;  th.tr  paper* 
are  sent  to  Paris, and  all  are  indiscriminately  condemned;  ins  im- 
perial majesty  himself  frequently  sitting  and  passing  the  iniquitous 
sentences  and  condemnation.  The  president  and  congress  knew 
all  this  ; for  the  facts  ar  • published  in  the  newspapers,  and  admit 
of  m*  doubt;  vet  are  thev  driving  the-  United  State*  into  a war 
with  Great  Britain,  (for  such  is  the  avowed  o>  ject  of  ail  tlfvir  w$r 
prepaintions.)  under  the  pretence  of  performing  u*  nm-junuou 
compact  with  a faithless  tyrant' 
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I repeat,  that  even  if  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  hud  been 
explicitly  uud  formally  revoked,  the  pretended  “compact”  would 
iM>t  be  binding  on  the  United  States ; seeing  the  French  emperor 
thus  cn uses  our  vessels  and  their  cargoes  to  he  captured  and  con- 
demned, or  burnt,  sunk,  un  i destroyed  at  sea,  in  violation  of  our 
neutral  rights:  setting  at  defiance  his  own  treaty  with  the  United 
•States  as  well  as  the  law  of  nations.  And  yet  this  perfidious 
monster  our  government  Seem  anxious  to  conciliate,  to  gain  his 
good  will!  to  p*fiorin  a compact  which  was  without  a considera- 
tion, and  which  it-  it  had  been  founded,  he  had  violated  and  conti- 
nues most  grossly  to  violate  on  his  part  ! 

1 amidst  in  astonishment  at  this  state  of  tilings!  Upon  any  ftyi' 


rieti  in  its  ruins.  An  unsuccessful  sortie  was  after- 
wards made  : the  Spaniards  were  defeated  with 
great  loss  ; and  the  French  entered  the  town  with 
those  who  escaped  slaughter.  A sanguinary  contest 
then  took  place  in  the  streets,  in  which  the  French 
again  had  the  advantage.  Some  of  the  inhabitants 
in  despair  sprung  a mine,  by  which  a considerable 
part  of  the  city  was  destroyed  and  great  carnage 
produced.  The  number  that  perished,  French  and 


,1  hujioitahlu  principle,  it  is  utterly  incomprehensible.—  e • j « • s 1 

ifume  in  his  History  of  KagluaJ,  vol.  viii. says, Aa  important j Spaniards,  was  estimated  at  several  thousands.  J he 
project  was  iin-meu,  nut  only  to  make  tue  king  (Charles  11.)  master*  remainder  of  the  Spaniards  defended  themselves  for 
ot  me  city  (London.)  but  by  that  example  to  gain  him  the  ascendant  , . . , , , , . .•  - 

1U  all  Hie  corporations  of  England,  mil  thereby  give  the  grnmt\s?me  t,me  i butat  last  surrendered  at  discretion,  the 
wrhmd 
nr  hi 

royalists, 

of  liberty,  were  yet  induced,  from  ewuiiy  to  the  opposition  faction , 
and  fromihe  desire  of  superiority , to  concur  in  this  violent  mea- 
sure.” 

Will  this  fact  from  Hume  aid  us  in  attempting  to  account  for 
the  conduct  of  some  honorable  gentlemen  at  Washington? 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

April  5th,  1812. 


The  war  in  the  Peninsula. 


- ....  she  legal  constitution , -which  the  most' powerful  anl  most  j French  having  refused  a capitulation.  Butirnmedi- 
■ary  vionarchs  had  never  yet  been  able  to  inflict.  All  the|a!-ej,T  Qn  obtaining  possession,  the  general  issued  a 
sts,  though  Englishmen,  and  even,  to  a certain  degree,  lovers  . & r > r>  . 

proclamation  containing  a general  pardon,  in  the 
name  of  king  Joseph  ; and  a stop  was  put  to  ail  hostile 
acts  on  the  part  ol  the  French  troops.  The  person- 
al heroism  that  was  displayed  by  the  Spaniards  in 
the  sieges  of  Zaragoza  and  Gerona,  equalled,  if 
they  did  not  exceed  that  of  the  15th  and  I6th  cen- 
turies. General  Palafox,  the  gallant  leader  of  these 
unfortunate  people,  was  too  formidable  a man  to  be 
left  in  Spain  and  he  was  therefore  sent  a prisoner 
into  France.  Thousands  of  other  Arragonese  pri- 
soners were  sent  to  France,  and  on  their  way  most 
brutally  treated.  Some  of  them  that  were  unable 
to  walk  were  shot.  It  is  recorded  for  the  honor  of 
Bourdeaux,  that  they  -were  treated  with  great  hu- 
manity and  compassion  in  that  city.  It  is  remarka- 
ble that  the  French  were  much  more  humane  to- 
wards the  English,  as  well  as  towards  the  Russian 
and  Austrian  than  their  Spanish  prisoners. 

From  the  period  that  Bonaparte  le  t Spain  to  pre- 
pare for  war  against  the  emperor  of  Austr  ia,  the 


CHAPTER  I. 

J oseph  Bonaparte  enters  Madrid.  Second  siege  and 
surrender,  of  Zarugosa.  Heroism  of  (he  women. 
Palafox  sent  a prisoner  to  France.  Various  slcir. 
makes  between  the  different  forces.  Treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
sent  to  the  Peninsula  to  aid  the  Patriot,.  Disgrace- 
ful conduct  of  the  Spaniards  at  Belchite.  Blake 
is  driven  out  of  Arragon. 

The  public  entry  of  Joseph  Bonaparte  into  Ma- 


drill  took  place  on  the  22, ui  of  January  18(0 . thd0r^t\0n*  °f  '»fmie;  1"  l’*C<T? 

sullen  gloom  and  discontent  which  were  legible  in 
the  features  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  c»pital,  formed 
a striking  contrast  with  the  parade  of  the  French 
troops,  and  the  execrable  meanness  of  such  of  the 


Spanish  grandees  as  received  and  acknowledged 
him  as  their  legitimate  sovereign.  While  these 
scenes  were  acting  at  the  capital,  Zaragoza  was’suf 
fering  bue  horrors  of  a second  siege.  Borwiparte 
had  not  forgiven  the  disastrous  defeat  Which  his  ar 
my  had  met  before  the  walls  of  this  city.  Early  in 
the  month  of  January  a second  siege  was  commenc- 
ed, and  on  the  21st  of  Februar  y,  in  the  midst  of 
ruins  and  dead  bodies,  it  was  compelled  by  all  that 
could  assail  and  overcome  human  nature,  to  capitu 
late.  The  heroism,  patience  and  constancy  of  the 
Arragonese  in  this  second  siege  were  not  inferior  to 
those  displayed  in  the  first.  Some  of  the  parlieu 
lars,  selected  from  Mr.  Vaughan’s  narrative,  mav 
Jbe  recounted.  A considerable  bcclv  of  the  enemy 

was  decoved  into  the  town  by  a stratagem,  which  _ „ 

wa>  d<svb’e<I  by  the  women  who  had-  enrolled  them-  J ture  of  it,  they  hoped  to  have  a safe  road  to  Lisbon, 
selves  into  a regiment  to  the  amount  of  800 — within  ' tit  »;«.«»  r>nn**.*  k»  ‘u  nno  mA« 


not  only  much  less  interesting,  but  much  more  dif- 
ficult to  be  traced.  His  marshals  were  by  no 
means  distinguished  for  their  activity,  or  even  their 
skill  or  judgment. 

About  the  beginning  of  March,  the  army  which 
Cuesta  commanded,  was  posted  on  the  Tagus,  in 
order  to  defend  the  passage  of  that  river,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  entrance  of  the  French  into  Portugal.  But 
this  force  not  being  equal  to  this  purpose,  he  was 
obliged  to  retreat  onTruxillo,  and  leave  the  passage 
of  the  Tagus  open  to  them.  Here  it  was  deemed 
prudent  not  to  remain  long,  as  the  duke  of  Belluno 
was  pushing  on  against  him  in  one  direction,  while-* 
general  Sebastian i was  advancing  towards  Man  Ya- 
nares. 

The  first  place  in  Portugal  against  which  the 
French  directed  their  efforts,  was  Oporto.  It  was 
an  object  of  considerable  importance' to  make  them- 
selves masters  of  this  city,  both  on  account  of  its 
commerce  with  England,  and  because,  by  the  cap- 


the  walls  of  Zaragoza,  a large  number  of  white 
handkerchief's  waving  on  the  battlements  and  ram- 
parts, seemed  to  indicate  that  the  inhabitants  had  at 
last  determined  on  submission.  The  French  partv 
were  defeated  and  almost  all  of  them  destroyed  in 
the  streets.  The  women  in  this  action  zealously 
supported  their  countrymen  in  various  wavs.  It 
wai  lamentable  to  perceive,  after  the  affair  was  over- 
how  many  of  tbosfe  heroic  women  were  killed  or 
wounded.  When  the  commander  of  the  French 
summoned  the  town  declaring,  that  if  it  did  not 
surrender  on  that  day  he  would  storm  it  and  put  all 
the  inhabitants  to  the  sword,  Palafox  assembled  his 
troops  ftrtfl  the  armed  inhabitants  of  the  city  in  the 
c arches,  where  they  solemnly  swore  to  defend  the 
city  to  the  last':  and  rather  than  surrender  to  be  bu- 


At  this  time  Oporto  was  defended  by  24,000  mea 
and  more  than  200  pieces  of  cannon.  It  was  there- 
fore expected  it  would  offer  a formidable  resistance, 
if  it  did  not  baffle  the  most  vigorous  and  persevering 
efforts.  But  unfortunately,  jealousy  and  distrust 
arose  between  the  array  and  the  people.  Disunion 
and  insubordination  ensued.  The  enemy,  who  pro- 
bably occasioned  it,  were  thus  enabled  to  make 
themselves  masters,  of  it  with  little  loss,  and  after  a 
short  and  feeble  resistance.  About  the  same  time 
they  advanced  against  Chaves.  General  Francisco 
de  Silviera,  who  commanded  there,  prudently  re- 
tired at  thuir  approach,,  though,  by  this  conduct  he 
exposed  himself  to  the  censure  and  suspicion  of 
thepeojlc.  Having  collected  a reinforcement  he 
returned  ;uid  retook  Chaves,  with  12  pieses  of  ar*- 
tillery  and  1500,  prisoners. 
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The  situation  of  the  principal  Spanish  and  French 
armies  in  the  beginning  of  April,  was  as  follows  ; 
The  marquis  of  Romaua  with  the  remainder  of  his  j 
forces,  was  at  Villa  Franca.  General  CueSta,  hav- ' 
ing  been  joined  by  a corps  under  the  duke  d’Albu  j 
querque,  had  halted  in  his  retreat  before  the  French 
at  Vera  Cruz.  General  Reding,  having  suffered 
severely  in  an  attempt  to  surprize  Barcelona,  and 
in  some  engagements  near  Tarragona,  had  been  re 
inforced  by  the  army  of  Blake,  and  both  were  em- 
ployed in  opposing  the  progress  of  the  French  in 
Catalonia.  With  regard  to  the  French  forces, 
marshal  Soult  was  at  Oporto  ; marshal  Ney  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Corunna  and  Ferrol ; and  marshal 
Victor  was  advancing  towards  Lisbon,  on  the  right 
side  of  Badajoz,  after  havingcompelled  the  Spanish 
forces  under  Cuesta  and  duke  d’Albuquerque  to  re- 
treat before  him.  The  disposition  of  the  British 
government  had  not  been  damped  by  the  ill  success 
of  the  first  campaign  : on  the  contrary,  their  dis 
position  to  support  them,  was,  early  in  the  year, 
expressed  to  the  world  by  a solemn  treaty  of  alliance 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain.  This  treaty  was 
negociated  in  London  by  Don  Pedro  Cevallos,  as 
minister  of  the  J unta,  acti  ng  in  behalf  of  Ferdinand — 
for  the  farce  of  using  the  name  of  this  miserable 
creature  was  still  preserved.  The  most  important 
feature  in  this  treaty,  is  the  promise  of  his  Britannic, 
majesty  “ not  to  acknowledge  any  other  king  of 
Spain  and  of  the  indies,  than  his  Catholic  majesty 
Ferdinand  VII.  his  heirs  or  such  lawful  successor 
as  the  Spanish  nation  shall  acknowledge.” — And  it 
was  further  agreed,  that  neither  party  should  make 
peace  with  France  without  the  consent  of  the  other. 

The  character  of  the  war  in  Spain,  at  this  period 
is  sufficiently  illustrated,  by  the  complete  victory 
gained,  28th  March,  at  Med  ell  ini  by  marshal  Vic- 
tor over  general  Cuesta;  and  the  celerity  with 
which  the  Spanish  general  was  enabled  to  re  assem 
ble  and  recruit  his  broken  and  dispersed  army  and 
again  to  make  head  against  the  enemy.  On  that 
day,  the  Spanish  general  found  the  whole  division 
under  Victor,  consisting  of  about  20,000  infantry 
and  3000  cavalry,  drawn  up  in  front  of  Medellin,  a 
town  on  the  Guadiana,  in  the  province  of  Estrama 
dura.  The  French  infantry,  formed  into  close 
columns  presented  a formidable  front  to  their  oppo- 
nents for  repelling  an  at  lack  ; and  at  the  same  time 
one  fitted  for  making  one,  if  it  should  be  deemed 
advisable.  The  flanks  of  the  infantry  were  covered 
by  the  cavalry,  and  in  their  front  were  raised  six 
batteries.  Cuesta  commenced  a rapid  and  general 
attack  upon  them.  His  infantry  advanced  with 
great  steadiness  and  gallantry,  notwithstanding  a 
galling  fire  frorii  the  enemy’s  battery.  The  manoeu- 
vres which  he  diiected  for  the  purpose  of  gaining 
possession  of  these  batteries,  were  executed  with  a 
promptitude,  precision  and  regularity,  that  would 
have  done  honor  to  the  most  veteran  and  experi- 
enced troops.  The  left  wing  of  the  Spanish  infan- 
try advanced  within  pistol  shot  of  the  French. — 
The  first  battery  was  already  taken.  The  French 
cavalry  made  a charge,  in  order  to  rega  n.  it.  Two 
regiments  of  Spanish  cavalry  and  two  squadrons  of 
chasseurs  were  ordered  to  oppose  them.  But  in- 
stead of  executing  this  order,  the  whole  immediate- 
ly wheeled  roupd,  fled  before  the  enemy,  and'threw 
the  left  wing  of  th*'  Spanish  army  into  confusion. 
The  French,  perceiving  this,  directed  their  undi- 
vided efforts  against  the  right  and  centre  of  the 
Spaniards.  General  Cuesta  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  for  the  restoration  of  order  in  his  left  wing, 
and  to  cheek  and  repel  the  attack  on  his  centre  and 
right.  But  his  efforts  were  in  vain — he  was  obliged 


to  retreat.  The  loss  of  which  he  sustained  in  this 
; engagement  was  very  great:  upwards. of  170  offi- 
cers were  either  k.lled,  wounded  or  taken  prisori- 
Jers;  and  the  loss  in  rank  and  file  bore  lather  a 
j greater  than  the  usual  proportion  to  this  number  of 
officers.  The  supreme  junta  issued  a decree  fiom 
Seville,  declaring  that  the  general  of  the  Estrama 
duran  army  and  the  corps  who  had  withstood  ti  e 
enemy  before  Medellin  had  deserved  well  of  their 
country.  Cuesta  was  promoted;  the  most  distin- 
guished officers  were  advanced  a degree  and  the 
soldiers  were  decorated  with  badges  ot  honor  and 
received  douhlepav  fora  month.  Of  the  recreants 
who  had  basely  shrunk  in  the  hour  of  need  some 
were  suspended  or  cashiered,  among  tire  officers, 
and  the  pay  of  both  officers  and  men  was  reduced 
for  the  space  of  one  month. 

After  this  defeat  of  the  Spaniards,  the  French, 
under  Victor,  immediately  entered  Merida,  where, 
and  between  which  place  ami  Badajoz  they  remain- 
ed for  a considerable  time  stationary  ; alter  which 
thev  marched  from  the  Guadiana  to  the  Tagus,  and 
having  forced  the  bridge  of  Alcantara,  proceeded 
down  the  river,  with  their  face  towards  Abrantes 
and  Li-ffion.  Cuesta  on  the  confines  of  Estrama- 
dura  and  Andalusia  re-assembled  and  strengthened 
his  broken  army,  which  increased  fast  in  numbers, 
although  they  were,  for  some  time,  greatly  in  want 
' of  arms.  It  is  the  noble  character  of  the  Spanish 
nation  to  rise  under  misfortune.  Though,  like  all 
raw  and  undisciplined  troops,  they  were  subject  to 
panics,  and  were  easily  drawn  to  follow  any  exam- 
ple of  flight,  they  were  easily  rallied.  Though  dis- 
persed, they  re  assembled.  Though  vanquished,  the 
unconquerable  will,  remained  to  defend  their  coun- 
try at  the  risk  of  their  lives.  It  is  this  invincible 
spirit  of  liberty,  which,  by  protracting  the  war, 
and  keeping  up  a warlike  disposition  and  warlike 
habits,  may  be  favored  by  some  of  those  events 
which  we  call  chance,  thatsuslainsour  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations, that  they  may  be  ultimately  trium- 
phant. 

In  pursuance  of  the  treaty  between  Spain  and 
Great  Britain  and  the  stipulations  of  assistance  in- 
to which  the  latter  had  entered,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  delivering  Portugal  from  the  French 
forces  which  infested  it,  sir  Arthur  Welleslev  was 
dispatched  to  that  country  with  an  army,  which, 
though  not  | very  numerous,  was  extremely  well 
equip  cd  and  provided,  and  was  deemed  by  the  ge- 
neral himself  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  Portu- 
gal. The  situation  of  Soult,  indeed,  began  to  be 
very  hazardous  ; cut  off  as  he  was  from  any  imme- 
diate and  effectual  communication  and  support,  and 
dependent  for  the  supply  of  his  army  upon  an  ex- 
hausted and  hostile  country.  In  advancing  from 
Gallicia  into  Portugal,  beseems  to  have  calculated 
upon  uniform  success,  and  an  open  apd  unopposed 
route  in  o the  very  centre  of  that  kngdorn.  He 
does  not  appear  to  have  taken  into  the  account  the 
resistance  which  the  Por  tuguese  were  capable  and 
disposed  to  make,  which,  though  not  so  gener  al  and 
uniform  as  could  h •. > e been  wished,  required  great 
circumspection  on  the  part  of  the  French  gerrer  1, 
disconcerted  his  plans,  and  weakened  his  armies.. 
After  he  had  made  himself  master  of  Opor  to  b'  the 
pusillanimity  and  insuboi  duration  ofiis  inhabit-  ^ 
his  intention  undoubtedly  was  to/inan;h  towardsohe 
south  of  Portugal  where  he  expected  to  effect  a 
junction  with  Victor.  But  after  he  had  experbmc- 
ed  the  resistance  of  the  Portuguese  and  had  beard 
*hat  another  formidable  British  army  had  again 
landed  on  the  peninsula,  he  attempted  to  ictiace 
his  steps,  and  to  force  a passage  into  Spain  by  the 
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way  ef  Zanjora.  For  this  purpose  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  gain  the  important  pass  of  Amarante  ; but  af 
ter  five  days  fighting,  in  which  all  his  efforts  were 
met  and  succes fully  resisted  by  general  Silviera,  the 
marshal  was  agani  obliged  to  retreat  upon  Oporto. 
At  this  period  marshal  Victor  was  at  Madrid,  while 
general,  Cuesta  occupied  a position  at  Monasterio, 
with  his  advanced  guard  aj,  Los  Santos.  Conceiv- 
ing that  the  army  under  Victor  was  sufficiently 
watched  by  the  Spaniards  under  Cuesta,  sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  determined  to  drive  Soultoutof  Oporto. 
While  he  proceeded,  therefore, towards  this  city, mar 
shal  Beresford,  who  commanded  a body  of  Portu- 
guese troops  whom  he  had  disciplined,  directed  his 
route  to  the  upper  Oouro.  But  Soult,  aware  of  the 
force  that  was  marching  against  him  ; sensible  of 
his  own  inferiority  and  desirous  of  giving  Victor 
an  opportunity  to  push  into  the  south  of  Portugal, 
withdrew  the  main  body  of  his  army,  but  left  his 
rear-guard,  in  order  to  entice  sir  .Arther  furthur  in 
the  pursuit.  When  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
British  arrived  at  Vendasnovas,  they  fell  in  with 
the  outposts  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  about  4000 
infantry  and  a few  squadrons  of  cavalry.  The 
French  position  was  strong:  they  occupied  .the 
heights  above  Grijon,  having  their  front  covered  by 
wood  and  broken  ground.  But  their  left  flank  was 
soon  covered  by  general  Murray,  while  their  light 
Was  vigorously  attacked  by  a Portuguese  regiment  : 
and  at  the  same  time  their  centre  was  driven  in  by 
major  Way.  After  a short  resistance  they  fled  : 
and  during  the,  night  they  crossed  the  Douro,  and 
destroyed  the  bridge.  To  assist  the  marshal  Be- 
resford, it  became  necessary  that  sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley should  lose  no  time  in  pursuing  the  enemy 
across  this  river.  The  passage  was  difficult  and 
dangerous  : but  it  was  effected  with  complete  suc- 
ces and  without  disorder.  At  first  the  enemy  ap 
peared  not  disposed  to  oppose  their  crossing ; but 
as  soon  as  the  first  battalion,  under  general  Paget 
was  landed,  and  had  taken  a position,  the  French 
poured  down  upon  them,  hoping,  as  they  were 
alone  and  unsupported,  to  conquer  them  by  supe 
riority  of  numbers  In  this  they  were  mistaken; 
for  this  single  battalion  bore  the  attack  with  great 
steadiness  until  it  was  supported  by  the  other  divi- 
sions of  the  British  army.  While  the  French  were 
renewing  their  attacks,  general  Murray,  having 
crossed  the  river  at  Gvintas,  appeared  on  their  left 
flank  : and  general  Sherbrooke,  having  forced  his 
wav  into  the  city  of  Oporto,  and  crossed  the  river 
at  the  ferrv,  threatened  their  right  flank.  Dismay- 
ed and  thrown  into  confusion  by  these  manoeuvres, 
thev  retired  hastily  towards  Amaranlhe,  having 
behind  them  several  prisoners  and  five  pieces  of 
cannon.  (12th  may)  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  hoped 
to  be  able  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  Soult.  The 
Portuguese  general,  Silviera,  was  posted  upon  the 
Tomaga.  If  he  had  been  able  to  have  maintained 
that  position,  no  retreat  would  have  been  open  for 
the  French  but  across  the  Minbo.  On  this  point  sir 
Arthur  intended  to  press  them  so  closely,  that  they 
would  not  have  been  able  to  effect  the  passage.  But 
the  loss  of  the  bridge  of  Amaranthe,  which  gen.  Sil- 
viera. was  unable  to  defend  against  Soult’s  army,  af 
forded  the  French  an  opportunity  of  escaping  into 
the  north  of  Spain.  The  British  pursued  them  ashoi  L 
distance,  and  in  the  skirmishes  which  took  place, 
thev  were  un iff) r mlv*s u cc ess fu  1 . Sir  Arthur  at  length 
gave  up  the  pursuit  in  order  to  march  to  the  south 
of  Portugal,  where  his  presence  was  become  neees 
sarv,  in  order  to  protect  Lisbon  from  Marshal 
Victor.  This  gefneral  finding  the  capital  open  to 
his  attack,  conhnenQed  a rapid  march  towards  it, 


and  was  diverted  from  his  purpose  only  by  the  in* 
telligence  he  received  of  the  flight  of  Souit  and  the 
consequent  return  of  sir  Arthur  Wellesley. 

When  marshal  Ney  evacuated  Corunna,  he  at 
first  took  the  road  to  Vigo.  Thither  also  a body  of 
Spaniards  under  the  Conde  de  Norona  forming  the 
left  at  Romana’s  army  were  on  their  way,  with  the 
two  fold  view  of  obtaining  supplies  and  occupying 
an  advantageous  position.  On  the  17th  June  the 
opposite  armies  met  at  at  the  bridge  of  St.  Jago,  on 
the  small  river  of  Soto-major,  within  three  leagues 
of  Vigo.  The  Spanish  troops  amounted  to  9000,  of 
which  only  two  thirds  were  armed,  and  they  had 
some  small  field  artilery,  with  two  18  pounders. — 
The  French  under  the  command  of  marshal  Nev, 
and  general  Loison,  amounted  to  8000  men  ; of 
which  2500  were  cavalry;  and  they  had  only  five  12 
pounders  for  their  artillery.  The  French  made  se« 
veral  attempts  to  cross  the  river,  but  meeting  with  a 
vigorous  opposition  they  gave  up  the  design  for  that 
day.  But  it  was  renewed  on  the  succeeding  day, 
at  first  with  partial  success  : some  of  them  passed 
thebridgeof  L.odi,  but  they  were  repulsed  in  pass- 
ing that  of  St.  Jago.  Foiled  at  this  part  of  the  ri- 
ver they  endeavoured  to  conceal  another  meditated 
attack,  a league  and  a half  higher  up,  against  the 
bridge  of  Caldenos.  Here  they  were  received  with 
so  determined  a resistance  that  they  were  obliged  to 
relinquish  the  attack  : and  on  the  morning  of  the 
9th  they  commenced  a rapid  retreat  upon  St.  Jago, 
throwing  their  dead  bodies  into  pits  and  wells. — 
When  the  French  had  sufficient  time  it  was  their 
practice  on  some  occasions,  in  order  to  conceal  the 
number  of  their  killed,  to  burn  the  bodies  of  the 
dead  and  bury  the  ashes.  The  Spaniards,  in  these 
actions,  were  very  materially  assisted  by  four  gun- 
boats, sent  up  the  river  by  the  British  commodore 
at  Vigo. 

In  the  north  east  of  Spain,  the  army  of  Blake 
was  principally  occupied  in  endeavoring  to  relieve 
Gerona.  He  also  made  an  attempt  to  regain  pos-? 
session  of  Zaragoza,  in  which  he  not  only  com- 
pletely failed,  but  exposed  his  army  to  a fatal  defeat 
at  Belchite.  He  was  opposed  by  the  French  general 
Suehet.  The  Spanish  army  having  been  compelled 
to  retreat,  took  up  a strong  position,  on  the  17th 
June,  near  Belchite.  The  centre  was  defended  by 
a bridge;  the  light  and  left  wings  wrere  covered  by 
intrenchments  ; and  the  front  was  protected  by 
deep  ravines.  Blake  trusted  greatly  to  the  strength 
of  his  position,  and  received  from  his  troops  the 
most  positive  assurances  that  they  would  do  their 
duty.  The  enemy  at  first  appeared  bn  the  heights,, 
and  soon  afterwards  directed  their  attack  against 
the  left  flank  of  the  Spanish  army ; this  attack 
supported  by  20  discharges  of  cannon  was  com- 
pletely successful.  According  to  the  account  ol 
the  battle  published  by  Blake,  one  of  his  regiments 
was  thrown  into  confusion  or  struck  with  a panic 
by  one  of  the  enemy’s  grenades.  The  utmost  dis- 
order prevailed  : regiment  after  regiment  fled  with- 
out discharging  a gun  and  in  a short  time,  only  the 
general  and  officers  were  left  to  oppose  the  enemy. 
In  their  flight,  the  Spaniards  not  merely  abandoned 
their  baggages,  but  even  threw  away  their  arms. 
One  regiment  only,  the  first  regiment  of  Valencia, 
rallied  about  two  leagues  from  the  field  of  battle  ; 
but  they  were  dispersed  or  cut  down  by  a body  of 
hussars.  After  this  defeat,  so  disgraceful  to  the 
soldiers,  Blake  was  obliged  to  abandon  Arragon  ; 
and  at  a distance  from  his  enemy  to  endeavor  4'o 
jrestore  discipline  to  his  army. 

(rro  be  CONTINUED,) 
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“Things  as  they  are.” 

It  is  not  from  enmity  to  Great  Britain,  and  much 
less  from  love  to  France  (as,  by  a strange  associ 
ation  of  ideas,  is  very  charitably  supposed  by  some; 
that  we  open  the  wound  cicatrised  by  the  lapse  of 
thirty  years,  and  point  the  public  attention  to  the 
events  of  the  revolution.  We  neither  desire  “to  ex 
cite  old  animosities”  or  stir  up  new  dissentions  ; — 
our  soul  is  attuned  to  peace,  if  peace  can  be  main- 
tained with  safety — but  we  have  an  earnest  wish 
to  bring  ourselves,  and  the  people,  to  a national 
feeling  ; and  to  the  spirit  of  those  times  from  which 
we  have  so  widely  wandered. 

Mrs.  Adams,  in  the  very  interesting  sketch  we  ex- 
tracted from  her  work  for  our  31th  number,  (see 
page  129)  has  emphatically  observed,  that  “ while 
almost  every  historian  of  the  American  revolution 
[native  or  foreign]  has  celebrated  the  virtues  and  la 
merited  the  death  of  Andre,  Hale  has  remained  un- 
noticed, and  it  is  scarcely  known  that  such  a cha 
racter  existed  ” She  might  have  gone  further  and 
said,  while  almost  every  infant  in  America  was 
taught  to  pity  the  former,  that  few  even  ol  hi  & fellow- 
soldiers  remembered  the  latter.  The  cause  of  this 
will  appear  in  the  sequel ; and  is  of  great  interest 
that  the  fact  should  be  solemnly  investigated. 

If  ice  draw  a comparison  between  the  two  men 
un.imelv  deceased,  who  most  deserves  commissera- 
tion — whose  memory  should  ice  hold  in  grateful  re 
membrance?  Hale,  though  justly  punished  by  the 
laics  of  tear,  never  compromitted  his  honor ; he 
lived  and  he  died  like  a man.  Andre , liable  to  death 
by  the  same  laws  that  condemned  Hale,  superadded 
thereto  a partnership,  or  chief  agency,  in  the  most 
detestable  of  crimes.  It  is  no  palliation  of  his  guilt 
that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  Great  Britain  to 
conquer  by  treachery  for  ages — the  broad  mantle  of 
the  common  law  itself  would  not  screen  him,  and  he 
doubly  forfeited  his  life.  We,  Americans,  are  ac- 
customed to  associate  the  idea  of  every  thing  that 
is  hideous  with  the  name  of  Arnold — yet  we  cannot 
discover  any  honest  distinction  between  the  man 
who  tempts  another  to  commit  a crime  and  he  who 
commits  it.  It  is  a vulgar  saying,  that  “ the  re 
ceiveris  as  bad  as  the  thief ” — and,  indeed,  he  seems 
more  to  blame  who  deliberately  projects  a treason, 
than  he  who  enters  into  the  plan,  allured  by  a golden 
prospect  held  out  to  him.  It  is  true,  that  Arnold 
was  held  to  us  by  ties  that  Andre  knew  not;  but, upon 
the  broad  scale  of  moral  justice,  their  offence  was 
equal. 

The  moral,  as  wellas  the.  military  law,  sentenced 
Andre  to  death — yet,  because  he  did  not  interfere  on 
behalf  of  this  man,  the  character  of  Washington 
has  been  harshly  treated  in  America  as  well  as  in  Eu 
rope — the  case  is  adduced  in  proof  that  his  heart  was 
callous  to  the  sufferings  of  his  fellow  creatures  ! — 
Though  he  allowed  to  Andre  every  comfort  that  his 
situation  would  admit  of — time  was  granted  him  to 
prepare  himself  for  his  fate — his  friends  had  free  ac- 
cess to  him,  and  he  was  consoled  even  by  his  na- 
tional enemies — he  was  denied  nothingthat  hccould 

reasonably  ask  for. Refer  to  the  article,  anti 

see  how-the  gallant  Hale  was  treated — condemned 
to  sudden  death,  and  deprived  of  every  thing,  but 
bis  own  virtue,  that  could  console  him  ] We  know 
not  that  he  was  destitute  of  any  private  grace  that 
Andre  boasted — why  then  the  grand  distinction? 
Why  should  be  taughtto  dwell  with  tender- 

ness on  the  recollection  of  Andre,  while  they  treat 
Hale  with  indifference?  Thefact  is,  and  We  feel  tru- 
ly humbled  while  we  confess  it,  that  there  is  still  a 
Tonging after  things  appertaining  to  the  u majesty  of 


England ” — a silent  and  unhallowed  British  influence's 
that  forces  its  wav  in  our  closets,  and  conceals  it- 
self in  the  most  secret  recesses  of  our  heart. 

Our  language,  manners  and  customs  arc  British. 
Descended  chiefly  from  the  stock  offthat  county, 
and  separated,  as  nations,  only  a few  years,  during 
which  we  have  been  most  intimately  connected  in 
commercial  and  other  pursuits,  it  seems  impossible 
for  us  to  divest  ourselves  of  an  interest  in  her  wel- 
fare, though  her  conduct  is  in  direct  hostility  (o  our 
own  peace  and  prosperity.  When  news  of  her- tri- 
umphs are  received  this  interest  shews  il.-elf  with- 
out a blush — the  intelligence  is  called  “ glorious 
and,  in  adverse  circumstances,  “distressing.”  We 
extend  this  principle  still  further — an  Englishman 
is  notin  our  country  two  weeks  before  he  feels  him- 
self authorised  to  condemn  the  president  and  laugh 
at  the  government;  and  we  listen  to  him  patiently. 

I think  I have  as  little  love  for  the  British  as  most 
men,  yet  am  very  certain  that  tills  subtle  influence 
has- its  effect  upon  me,  “ democrat ” or  “ jacobin'1 
that  I am — I could  not  permit  a Frenchman,  though 
my  life  were  endangered  by  it,  to  speak  of  any 
country  and  government,  as  Englishmen  frequently 
do  in  my  presence.  On  the  instant  that  a French 
man  should  broach  a political  discussion,  I would 
regard  him  as  a.  foreigner,  and  forthwith  enquire 
what  right  he  had  to  meddle  with  the  matter?  I 
should  immediately  separate  my  interest  from  his, 
and  draw  a line  of  demarkation  between  us.  ' But, 
from  custom,  which  is  second  nature,  handed  down 
from  father  to  son,  a certain  something  of  the  colo- 
nial depcndance  remains,  and  ! cannot  bring  my 
mind  to  the  same  state  of  repulsion  when  an  Eng- 
lishman speaks  ; though  he  may  in  half  an  hour  ut- 
ter more  offensive  language  than  in  my  whole  life  I 
have  heard  from  Frenchmen,  very  few  of  whom 
meddle  with  politics  at  all.  I admit  an  Englishman 
to  find  fault  with  our  constitution,  though  he  has 
never  seen  it — to  say  that  our  turkies  are  not  half  so 
tender  as  the  turkies  are  in  England,  though  he  ne- 
ver tasted  one  at  home;  and  will  permit  him  to 
swear  that  our  Champaign  wine , (which  we  call  cy- 
der ) is  not  half  so  good  as  theChampaign  he  was  ac- 
customed to  drink  in  “ JLunnun  !’* — Nay,  though  m 
one  of  the  pools  of  my  country  we  could  drown  the 
whole  island  of  Great  Brtain,  I do  not  know  but 
that  I would  allow  him  to  say  that  Yorkshire  was 
larger  than  the  United  States  ! — For  I cannot  alto- 
gether divest  myself  of  the  idea  that  he  has  a right 
to  speak  on  such  things.  I think  if  every  man 
will  examine  his  own  heart  and  experience,  and  be 
honest  enough  to  confess  it,  that  he  will  have  cause 
to  acknowledge  himself  influenced  by  the  same  feel- 
ings that  I am. 

But  the  most  powerful  excitement  of  this  foreign. 
influence  is  the  quantity  of  books  with  which  we 
are  inundated  from  England,  whose  authors,  very 
naturally,  extol  the  government  and  resources  of 
their  country,  and  speak  of  their  king  himself  as 
great,  intelligent  and  munificient ! The  stream  of 
royalty  flows  in  upon  us  in  ten  thousand  channels— I 
seizes  as  in  “season  and  out  of  season,”  and  gene- 
rally has  some  effect.  I believe  the  most  palpable 
falsehood  mdv  be  so  often  repeated  that  lie  who 
first  made  it  shall  believe  it — such  is  the  frailty  of. 
human  nature  : and  hence  the  excessive  foreign 
British  influence  that  predominates  amongst  us  ; — 
with  which,  however,  we  on  the  sea  board  are  more 
infected  than  the  people  of  tile  interior,  y ho  less  ■ 
frequently  come  in  contact  with  it,  in  the  shape  of 
a bale  of  goods,  a newly  printed  British  volume,  a. 
fresh  imported  Yunnan  blood,  ier  a flippant  Man- 
chester rider. 
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We  venture  to  assert  there  is  not  one  intelligent 
individual  in  the  United  States  that  will  pretend  to 
say,  solemnly  and  seriously,  in  his  private  capacity, 
that  the  multiplied  wrongs  of  Great  Britain  are  not 
just  and  sufficient  cause  for  war* — yet  many  of  them 
by  their  ‘public  dem *janor,  would  make  the  people  be- 
lieve that  the  whole  difficulty  originated  with  and 
existed  in  their  own  government!  It  is  no  uncommon 
thing  to  hear  Great  Britain  toasted  even  on  the  4 <th  of 
July,  so  at  one  time  was  France,  hut  not  siaceFrance 
ceased  to  he  a republic':'  Nay,  certain  persons  go 
much  further;  they  actually  justify,  as  'partisans , 
al)  that  Great  Britain  has  done  and  is  doing,  and 
defy  our  government  to  assert  the  l ights  and  main 
bain  the  privileges  that  God  and  nature  have  given 
us.  Admitting  the  commercial  violations  of  Great 
Britain  and  France  to  be  equally  intolerable  (though 
there  is  a vast  difference  between  them)  what  shall 
we  say  of  impres\mcnt  ? This, is  an  offence  for  which 
the  Roman  republic  would  have  laid  a world  in  ruins, 
or  perished  in  surrounding  destruction.  “ lama 
Roman  citize said  Paul ; and  his  bare  assertion 
secured  him. 

At  Newburyport  the  following  toast  was  lately 
drank  at  a public  table  ; it  deserves  to  he  recorded  : 

tc  Our  blood  hounds  at  Washington — they  open 


* Since  the  preceding  paragraph  was  prepared  for 
the  press,  the  following  letter  came  into  our  hands, 
being  first  published,  in  the  Boston  papers,  where 
JVIr.  Otis  resides,  its  genuine  character  cannot  be 
doubted,  as  nothing  has  appeared  to  > invalidate  it. 
It  is  so  completely  in  point,  and  of  such  high  autho- 
rity, that  we  could  not  refrain  from  inserting  it  to 
aid  the  proposition.  • It  is,  in  every  respect,  worthy 
an  attentive  perusal. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  hon.  II.  G.  Otis , esq.  of 
: Boston,  to  his  f riend  in  London,  dated  January 
14,  1812. 

“ You  will  perceive  by  the  papers  that  our  go 
vernment  profess  the  intention  to  assume  a very 
warlike  attitude  ; and  that  the  sentiment  of  indi <r na- 
tion throughout  the  country  at  the  continuation  of  the 
orders  in  council,  is  loud  and  universal  from  both  par- 
ties ! The  motives  which  induce  your  government 
to  continue  them  are  quite  incomprehensible  to  the 
BEST  friends  of  G.  Britain  in  this  country ; and 
the  effect  will  be  to  make  every  man  odious  who 
dares  to  express  a wish  for  your  success  and  pros- 
perity ; a sentiment  still  common  to  our  best  men , but 
< whic/i  an  adherence  to  this  system  will  impair  and  de- 
stroy. 

**  It  is  too  true,  that  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and 
*t  ilan  Decrees  has  been  less  formal  than  it  should 
have  been,  and  that  our  administration  have  become 
willing  dupes  to  the  insidious  policy  of  Napole- 
on. 

“ Bat  why  should  your  government  mind  that? 
Why  should  they  not  embrace  any  pretence  for  re- 
storing harmony  between  our  countries,  especially 
as  it  will  of  consequence  be  followed  by  hostility  on 
the  part  of  France?  Napoleon  will  renew  his  outra- 
ges the  moment  we  are  friends;  and  the  natural  ties 
which  cement  Great  Britain  and  America  icill  be 
.draibn  closer.  On  the  contrary,'  the  scrupulous  ad 
herence  of  vour  cabinet  to  an  empty  punctilio,  will 
too  probably  unite  the  whole  count ru  in  op»osr/iorilo 
your  nation,  and  sever  for  generations,  perhaps  for 
ever,  interests  vj hick  ha ve  the  most  natural  tffmiti.}, 
and  men  who  ought  to  fee l and  love  like 
brethren.” 


loudly  on  the  British  lion,  but dare  they  bite 

him  ?” 

Thousands  such  might  be  selected.  The  feelings 
of  many  Americans  appear  to  beat  in  unison  with  it 
— and  war,  dreadful  as  it  is,  will  not  be  without  its 
benefits  in  giving  us  a national  ■character,  and 
separating  us  from  the  strumpet  governments  of  Eu- 
rope. 

To  check  this  baneful  foreign  influence  as  far  as  in 
him  lies,  th  eeditorof  the  Register  has  heldup  the  mir- 
ror of  truth  for  the  particular  use  ot  his  junior  breth- 
ren, whose  early  prejudices,  imbibed  with  their 
mother’s  milk,  or  instilled  by  the  deleterious  effects 
of  British  publications  unthinkingly  put  into  their 
hands  while  at  school,  forbid  them,  at  all  times,  to 
consider  the  British  as  foreigners.  This  endeavor, 
in  the  opinion  of  some,  for  the  reason  just  above 
stated,  has  given  to  this  work  the  character  of  a 
partizan  paper,  highly  democratic — as  such  it  was 
very  generously  denounced  a short  time  ago  in  a 
leading  gazette — though  we  have  not,  in  a solitary  in- 
stance, interfered  with  the  party  considerations  that 
sever  the  people  of  the  United  States  into  two  clas- 
ses, further  than  they  are  connected  with  foreign 
nations.  The  words  “republicans”  or  “federal- 
ists” have  not  been  used,  except  to  describe  the 
political  character  of  certain  bodies  of  men,  or  give 
the  simple  result  of  an  election.  We  have  con- 
demned no  man  for  acting  upon  “federal”  princi- 
ples, nor  approved  another  for  guiding  himself  by 
the  tenets  of  the  “ republicans.”  And  in  respect  to 
hereditary,  or  other  princes,  established  priest- 
hoods, and  the  governing  powders  of  Europe  gene- 
rally, we  have  said  the  truth,  as  even  those  who 
found  fault  with  us  have  acknowledged. 

We  neither  deprecate  the  wrath  nor  court  the 
favor  of  such  men.  The  Register  shall  preserve 
its  neutrality  in  respect  to  the  parties  of  the  United 
States — and  continue,  rather  to  furnish  facts  to  feed 
the  opinions  of  others,  than  affect  to  guide  them. — 
But  in  regard  to  our  foreign  relations  and  affairs, 
whether  pertaining  to  “ their  majesties ” of  France , 
England  or  Hayti,  we  shall  stand  upon  our  own 
ground;  and,  as  need  requires,  paint  the  horror 
and:  contempt  with  which  we  view  the  things  be- 
longing to  them.  France  knd  Hayti,  from  lan- 
guage, manners  and  color,  every  one  recognizes  as 
something  foreign — and  no  man  applauds  the  poli- 
tical institutions  of  either  : an  idea  of  their  govern- 
mentis  unequivocally  expressed  by  the  general  decla- 
ration that  their  sovereigns  are  tyrants  ; but  we  are 
astounded  with  the  freedom  of  Englishmen  and  the 
liberal  and  enlightened  views  of  their  governors. 

To  fix  a national  character,  fathers  and  heads  of 
families  have  an  interesting  duty  to  perform  ; which 
is,  to  refuse  to  put  into  the  hands  of  children  such 
books  of  foreign  compilation  as  shed  false  lights  on 
kings  and  princes.  There  are  enough  of  American 
productions  adapted  to  the  nature  and  genius  of  our 
government,  and  thev  should  be  exclusively  used, 
until  the  mind  acquires  sufficient  strev  thto  draw 
conclusions  for  itself.  Were  attention  generally 
paid  to  this  matter  the  rising  generation  would  have 
a national  feeling.  Reflecting  on  this  subject  a few 
evenings  ago,  I asked  one  of  my  little  sons  fa  boy 
10  years  old)  what  was  his  idea  of  a king? — he 
thought  him  a man  that  was  a kind  of  a monster  ! 
f could  have  pressed  the  child  into  my  very  heart 
for  his  definition — reason  will  confirm  it;  and  I 
trust,  he  never  will  become  a quiet  and  peaceable 
subject.  I would  always  have  him  believe  that 
“ rehHlion  to  tyrants  [or  kings,  for  the  term  is 
synoriimous]  is  obedience  to  God.” 
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Mississippi  Scheme. 

[In  common  conversation  the  frlmmippi scheme  and 
South  Sea  bubble  are  frequently  mentioned, 
though  the  tacts  connected  with  them  are  not 
very  generally  understood.  This  has  induced 
us  to  select  for  the  present  number  an  account  ot 
the  rise  of  the  former,  to  he  followed  by  a history 
of  its  fall ; after  which  we  shall  notice  the  latter.] 

Account  of*  the  rise  of  the  Mississippi  scheme  ; from 
**  a sketch  of  the  life  and  projects  of  John  Law,  oj 
Lauriston ” — by  I.  IV.  P. 

After  the  establishment  of  the  general  bank,  Mr. 
Law  began  to  develope  the  plan  of  that  great  and 
stupendous  project  he  had  long  mediated,  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Mississippi  system,  which,  for 
a while,  turned  the  heads  of  the  I' reach,  and  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  all  Europe  ; a project  that, 
if  carried  into  full  execution,  would,  in  all  proba 
bilily,  have  exalted  France  to  a vast  superiority  of 

power  and  wealth  over  every  other  state.- The 

scheme  was  not  less  than  the  vesting  the  whole  pri- 
vileges, effects  and  possessions  of  all  the  foreign 
trading  companies,  the  great  farms,  the  profits  of 
the  mint,  the  general  receipt  of  the  king’s  revenue, 
and  the  management  and  property  of  the  bank,  in 
one  great  company,  who  thus  having  in  their  hands 
all  the  trade,  taxes  and  royal  revenues,  might  be 
enabled  to  multiply  the  notes  of  the  bank  to  any  ex- 
tent th.ey  pleased,  doubling  or  even  trebling  at  will 
the  circulating  cash  of  the  kingdom  ; and  by  the 
greatness  of  their  funds,  possessed  of  a power  to 
carry  the  foreign  trade,  and  the  culture  of  the  co 
Ionics,  to  a height  altogether  impracticable  by  any 
other  means.  The  outlines  of  the  plan  being  laid 
before  the  regent,  met  with  the  approbation  of  that 
prince;  measures  were  taken  for  the  establishment 
of  the  proposed  company,  and  directions  issued  for 
making  the  requisite  grants  to  enable  them  to  begin 
thei*-  operations. 

According,  by  letters  patent,  dated  in  August, 
1717,  a commercial  company  was  erected,  under  the 
name  of  the  company  of  the  west,  to  whom  was 
granted  the  whole  province  of  Louisiana,  or  the 
country  on  the  river  Mississippi;  from  which  last 
circumstance,  its  subsequent  proceedings  came  to 
b.e  included  under  the  general  name  of  the  Missis- 
sippi system.  Of  this  company 200, 000 actions  (or 
shares)  were  created,  rated  at  500  livies  each  ; and 
the  subscription  for  them  was  ordered  to  be  paid  in 
billets  d’etat,  at  that  time  so  much  discredited,  by 
reason  of  the  bad  payment  of  their  interest,  that, 
five  hundred  livres  nominal  value  in  them  would  not 
have  sold  upon  ’change  for  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  or  one  hundred  and  sixty  livres.  In  the  sub- 
scription they  were  taken  at  the  full  value,  so  that 
this  was  effectually  a loan  from  the  company  to  the 
king  of  one  hundred  millions.  The  interest  of  that 
sum,  to  be  paid  by  his  majesty  to  the  company,  was 
fixed  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  the  first  year’s  in 
terestto  be  employed  for  commercial  purposes,  and 
the  annual  rents  of  the  following  years  to  be  allotted 
for  paying  regularly  the  dividend  on  the  actions, 
which  was  fixed  at  twenty  livres  per  annum  on  each, 
exclusive  of  the  profits  of  the  trade. 

Of  this  company  of  the  west,  Mr.  Law  (who  had 
now  advanced  so  high  in  the  regent’s  favor,  that  the 
whole  ministerial  power  was  reckoned  to  be  divided 
between  him,  the  abbe  du  Bois,  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  M.  d’Argenson,  keeper  of  the  seals)  was 
named  director  general.  The  actions  were  eagerly* 
sought  after,  Louisiana  having  been  represented  as  a 
'region  abounding  in  gol-i  and  stiver,  of  a fertile  soil. 


capable  of  every  sort  of  cultivation.  The  unirn-  ' 
proved  parts  of  that  country  were  sold  for  30,000 
livres  the  square  league,  at  which  many  purchased 
to  the  extent  of  600,000  livres  • and  vigorous  pre- 
parations were  made  for  fitting  out  vessel*  to  fcran* 
port  thither  laborers  and  workmen  of  every  kind. 
The  demand  for  billets  d’etat,  for  the  purchase  of 
actions,  occasioned  their  immediately  rising  to  their 
full  nominal  value. 

On  the  fourth  of  September,  1718,  the  company 
of  the  west  undertook  the  farm  of  tobacco,  for  which 
they  pjud  2,020,l)t>0  livies  advanced  rent  to  the  king 
—and  on  the  fifteenth  of  December  following,  they 
acquired  the  charter  and  effects  of  the  Senegal  com- 
pany ; but  by  far  the  most  important  grant  was  that 
made  in  May,  1719,  when  an  edict  was  published 
transferring  to  this  company  the  exclusive  privilege 
of  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  China  and  the  South 
Seas,  with  all  the  possessions  and  effects  which  had 
belonged  to  the  China  and  Indian  companies,  on 
condition  of  paying  the  lawful  debts  ot  these  com- 
panies now  dissolved.  1'he  company  of  the  west 
assumed,  on  this  occasion,  the  title  of  the  company  . . 
of  the  Indies  ; 50,00u  new  actions  were  ordered  to 
be  created,  rated  at  550  livres  each,  payable  in  coin, 
to  be  employed  partly  in  satisfying  the  creditors  of 
the  old  companies,  and  partly  in  building  of  vessels, 
and  other  preparations  for  carrying  on  the  trade. — 
The  price  of  actions  quickly  rose  to  1000  livres,  the 
hopes  of  the  public  being  raised  by  the  favorable 
prospects  of  a most  lucrative  commerce. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  1719,  the  mint  was  made 
oyer  to  the  company  of  the  Indies,  for  a considera- 
tion of  fifty  millions  of  livres,  to  be  paid  to  the  king 
within  fifteen  months  ; and  50,000  new  actions,  ra- 
ted at  1000  livres  each,  were  directed  to  be  created, 
in  order  to  raise  that  sum.  On  the  27th  of  August 
following,  the  regent  took  the  great  farms  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  farmers  general,  and.  made  over  the 
lease  to  the  company  of  the  Indies,  who  agreed  to 
pay  3,500,000  livres  advanced  rent  for  them  ; and  on 
the  31st  of  the  same  month,  the  company  obtained 
the  general  receipt  of  other  branches  of  the  king’s 
revenue.  When  they  had  acquired  all  these  grants, 
and  had  thus  concentered  in  themselves  the  whole 
foreign  trade  and  possessions  of  France,  and  the 
collection  and  management  of  all  the  royal  reve- 
nues, they  promised  an  annual  dividend  of200  livres 
on  every  share,  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that 
the  price  of  actions  instantly  rose  in  the  market  to 
5000  livres  ; the  public  ran  upon  the  last  creation  of 
50,000  with  such  eagerness,  that  nearly  double  the 
requisite  sum  was  subscribed  for,  and  the  greatest 
intrigues  and  quarrels  were  employed  to  secure  a 
place  in  that  subscription.  It  was  some  weeks  be- 
fore the  names  of  theactioners  were  declared,  dur- 
ing which  time  Mr.  Law’s  door  was  shut,  and  all  the 
people  of  quality  in  France  appeared  on  foot  in  him. 
dreds  before  his  house  in  the  place  Vendome. 

The  company  now  came  under  an  obligation  to 
lend  to  the  king,  that  he  might  pay  of  his  creditors, 
the  sum  of  1500  millions  of  livres,  at  the  rate  of 
three  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  which  rate  the  interest  of 
the  100  millions  formeily  lent  to  his  majesty,  (on 
the  first  creation  at  four  per  cent,  was  also  reduced ; 
the  king  consequently  had  to  pay  them,  in  all  forty 
eight  millions  a year.  To  raise  this  sum  of  1500 
millions,  there  were  in  the  months  of  September 
and  October,  1719,  300,000  new  actions  created, 
subscription  for  which  was  fixed  at  five  thousand 
livres  each.  The  actions  were  thus  brought  to 
their  full  number  of  500,000  (for  it  is  needless  to  take 
any  notice  of  24-, 000  more,  created  on  the  4th  of 
October  by  the  private  ottleis  of  the  regent,  but  ar- 
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terwards  suppressed  ; to  answer  the  dividends  upon 
which,  the  company  had,  according  to  some,  the 
ioliowing  annual  revenue,  viz. 

livres. 

Interest  paid  by  the  king  to  the  company  48,000,000 
Profits  upon  the  great  farms  15,000,000 

Do.  upon  the  mint  4,000,000 

Do.  upon  the  farm  of  tobacco  2,000,000 

Do.  upon  the  general  receipt  of  taxes, &c.  1,500,000 
Do.  upon  the  trade,  10,000,000 

milking  a total  of  80,500,000  livres  open  to  be  im- 
proved by  the  extension  of  their  commerce  abroad, 
and  by  a good  administration  at  home.  Other  wri- 
ters on  this  subject,  however,  computed  the  annu- 
al revenue  of  this  great  company  at  no  less  than  one 
hundred  and  thirty  one  millions  of  livres,  viz,  forty- 
eight  millions  profits  upon  the  ferms,  the  mint,  and 
the  receipt  of  taxes,  and  forty-four  millions  profits 
upon  their  trade,  in  which  case  they  could  well  af- 
ford a dividend  of  even  more  than  two  hundred 
livres  on  every  action. 

The  covetousness  which  these  fair  prospects  of 
profit,  and  the  prodigious  gains  of  the  first  proprie- 
tors, excited  among  all  ranks,  was  such  as  no  na- 
tion had  ever  beheld  before.  An  universal  infatua- 
tion for  the  acquisition  of  shares  in  the  India  compa- 
ny seemed  to  occupy  the  whole  kingdom,  from  the 
lowest  of  the  people  up  to  magistrates,  prelates  and 
princes.  This  infatuation,  of  which,  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  we  can  scarcely  form  a conception,  in- 
creased in  proportion  to  the  difffculty  of  obtaining 
success  ; for  the  whole  300,000  actions  last  created, 
being,  l>y  a particular  agreement,  kept  up  in  order 
to  be  sold  to  the  regent,  who  had  also  got  posses- 
sion pf  100,000  of  former  creations,  no  more  than 

200.000  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  public,  of 
which  only  a part,  quite  inadequate  to  the  demand, 
was  now  brought  to  market.  The  frenzy  prevailed 
so  far,  that  the  whole  nation,  clergy  and  laity,  peers 
.and  plebians,  statesmen  and  princes,  nay  even  la- 
dies, who  had  or  could  procure  money  for  that  pur 
pose,  turned  stockjobbers,  out  bidding  each  other 
with,  such  avidity,  that  in  November,  1719,  after 
some  fluctuations,  the  price  of  actions  rose  to  about 

10.000  livres,  more  than  sixty  times  the  sum  they 
Originally  sold  for,  taking  into  the  account  the  dis- 
credit of  the  billets  d’etat. 

Sq»  much  indeed  were  the  people  interested  in  this 
business,  that  nothing  was  talked  of  but  actions, 
and  every  place  echoed  with  Mississippi  and  Q,uin- 
quempoix.  All  classes  appeared  to  have  but  one 
object,  the  acquisision  of  shares  of  the  India  compa- 
ny ; mechanics  laid  by  their  work,  tradesmen  for- 
sook their  shops,  all  degrees  entirely  neglected  their 
employments,  to  embark  in  this  new  occupation  ; 
and  the  few  that  did  not  proceed  to  that  extreme, 
conducted  themselves  in  a manner  which  manifest 
cd  the  little  concern  they  took  in  any  thing  foreign 
to  the  Mississippi.  The  courtiers,  according  to 
their  usual  custom  of  following  implicitly  the  royal 
example,  engaged  so  deeply  in  this  business,  that 
it  was  said  only  five  persons  of  that  description  (the 
marechals  de  Villeroi  and  de  Villars,  the  dukes  de 
St.  Simon  and  de  la  Rochefoucault,  and  the  chan- 
cellor) had  kept  free  from  t?ie  contagion. 

The  negociations  for  actions  were  at  first  carried 
en  in  the  Rue  Quinquempoix,  to  the  great  emolu 
merit  of  the  occupiers  of  houses  in  that  street, 
apartments  letting  at  the  most  enormous  rates.  At 
length  it  becoming  impossible  for  all  to  procure  the 
accommodation  of  a room,  most  of  the  stockjob- 
bers transacted  their  business  in  the  open  air.  So 
great  was  the  concourse,  that  the  street  was  quite 
ehoaked  up  by  break  of  day,  and  the  crowd  still 


continued  to  increase  till  the  evening  bell  was  rung, 
when  they  were  obliged  to  be  driven  away  by  force. 
It  now  became  necessary  to  shift  the  business  to  a 
more  cbmmodious  situation,  and  the  stockjobbing 
was  accordingly  transferred  to  the  place  Vendome,* 
from  whence  it  was  in  a short  time  removed,  on  ac- 
count of  the  complaints  made  by  the  chancellor,  that 
the  noise  prevented  him  from  attending  to  the  causes 
in  the  chancery.  Mr.  Law  thereupon  agreed  with 
the  prince  of  Carignan  to  purchase  his  hotel  of 
Soissons,  at  the  enormous  price,  as  it  is  said,  of 
1,400,000  livres,  and  in  the  spacious  gardens  of  that 
edifice  caused  about  one  hundred  pavillions  to  be 
erected,  each  of  which  was  rated  at  five  hundred 
livres  a month.  To  oblige  the  brokers  to  make  use 
of  them,  an  ordinance  was  issued,  prohibiting  any 
bargains  for  stock  to  be  concluded  except  in  these 
pavillions. f 


Travellers  in  America. 

(continued  from  page  143.) 

We  next  find  Mr.  A-  in  a cave  on  the  Wabash 
with  which  he  is  so  delighted  that  he  actually  takes 
up  his  residence  in  it  ; and  inspired  with  the  re- 
membrance of  “ times  long  past”  gives  to  his  friend 
a long  and  learned  treatise  on  the  nature  and  origin 
of  hieroglyphics,  in  which  he  proves  the  claim  of 
the  American  Indiaas  to  all  the  learning  and  wis- 
dom of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  and  clearly  demon- 
strates the  signification  of  the  figure  of  a fox,  to  be 
“ craftiness  and  subtilty”  seeing  that  both  these 
qualities  are  conspicuous  in  rey?iard,  whatever,  may 
be  the  place  of  his  nativity.  The  Shawanee  Indi- 
ans afford  another  wide  scope  for  the  exercise  of 
our  philosopher’s  speculations.  But  he  does  not 
seem  to  be  aware  that  he  is  committing  a trespass 
against  the  celebrated  Hindoo  legislator  Menoui , 
(a'  translation  of  whose  code  has  been  given  to  the 
world  by  the  late  accomplished  sir  William  Jones) 
when  he  ascribed  to  those  Indians  the  exclusive 
origin  of  certain  rules  and  practices,  evidently  co 
pied  from  the  work  above  alluded  to. 

As  we  have  no  inclination  to  follow  Mr.  Ashe 
farther  than  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  we  shall  here 
take  leave  of  him  as  a traveller,  and  spend  a fe\v 

* The  memoires  of  the  regency  take  notice  of  a 
hump-backed  man,  whoacquired  in  thecoursepfa 
few  days  150,000  livres,  by  letting  out  his  hump  as 
writing  desk  to  the  brokers  in  the  Rue  Q,uinquem- 
p©ix.  A plan  of  Paris  being  about  this  time,  laid 
before  Louis  XV.  then  only  ten  years  of  age,  the 
young  monarch  found  fault  with  it,  because  that 
street  was  not  distinguished  from  the  others  by  be* 
ing  gilded. 

f The  murder  and  robbery  of  a rich  stock  jobber, 
by  a young  Flemish  nobleman,  count  Horn,  and 
two  associates,  who,  under  pretence  of  bargaining 
for  actions,  conducted  the  unfortunate  man  to  a 
private  room  in  a tavern  in  the  Rue  de  Venise,  and 
there  dispatched  him  with  a poignard,  March  22, 
1720,  was  one  of  the  reasons  for  this  restriction. — 
The  count,  who  was  only  twenty-two  years  ofage, 
being  taken  the  same  day,  was  condemned  to  be 
broken  alive  upon  the  wheel ; and  this  sentence  was 
put  in  execution,  netwithstanding  he  was  allied  to 
several  sovereign  houses,  and  related  to  the  duke  of 
Orleans  himself.  The  greatest  interest  was  made 
for  his  life,  but  all  solicitations  on  that  head  were  un- 
availing, Mr.  Law  showing  the  regent  the  absolute 
necessity  of  making  an  example  of  him,  at  a time 
when  most  people  carried  their  whole  fortunes  in 
their  pockets. 
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moments — we  shall  spare  only  a few— in  admiring 
the  beauty  of  his  style,  and  pointing  out  some  of  his 
many  pretensions  to  the  title  of  scholar.  We  should 
not,  perhaps,  have  troubled  ourselves  to  do  this, 
had  he  not  been  represented  by  the  “ English  edi- 
tor” of  his  travels,  in  a “ preface”  which  the  Arne 
rican  publisher  has  thought  fit  also  to  prefix  to  the 
book  , as  a gentleman  every  way  qualified  to  interest 
and  inform  all  descriptions  of  readers. 

“ The  moon  by  this  time,  had  sunk  into  the  ho- 
rizon.” p.  18.  “ At  length  the  day  began  to  dawn, 
and  left  to  nature  a silent  solemn  repose.”  p.  IS. 
JS'ight  has  been  generally  described,  as  the  time  of 
nature’s  repose — we  recommend  this  change  to  the 
poets.  “ Remarkable  fine  fowls.”  p.  29.  “ When 

the  voice  of  prudencedispels  the  charm,  they  resume 
their  vehicles,”  p.  30 — i.  e.  get  into  their  carioles 
again.  “Unfaithful  delineators  have  written.”  p. 
31.  “ Recollections  must  have  recurred  to  the  mind” 
p.  32 — i.  e.  a revival  in  the  memory,  must  have  re- 
vived in  the  mind.  “ His  wife  and  himself  could 
no  longer  suppress  their  horror.”  p.  3k  Mr  Ashe 
and  himself  did  not  study  grammar  together,  or  we 
have  the  charity  to  think,  him  or  himself  would  have 
corrected  this  blunder.  “ The  malignant  ordeals 
of  the  middle  states.”  p.  35.  A new  and  elegant 
figure,  put  for  unwholesome  climate.  “ Those  who 
migrate  down  the  rivers  ” p.  38.  A new  word 
which  sounds  better  than  the  old  one  of  travel , “ I 
perceived  a large  'projecting  stone,  a port  on  of  the 
upper  surface  of  which  was  not  entirely  concealed 
in  the  bank.”  p.  4;2. — Query,  how  did  he  know 
it  to  be  a large  stone,  and  why  does  he  cal!  it  a 
large  projecting  stone,  when  only  a portion  of 
its  upper  surface  was  perceptible  ? “ In  propor 

tion  as  1 removed  the  obstruction,  I paused  to  dwell 
on  the  nature  of  the  discovery,”  as  we  are  not  told  in 
what  proportion  he  removed  the  obstruction,  we 
cannot  exactly  say  in  what  proportion  he  paused  to 
dwell.  We  are  sorry  for  this  omission.  “ Inden- 
tions” p.  41,  formerly  indentations.  “This  neigh- 
borhood cultivates  hemp,  flax  and  hops  ; but  is  not 
favorable  to  cotton,  indigo,  &.c.”  p.  61.  in  the  for- 
mer member  of  this  sentence,  neighborhood  is  put 
for  the  people  ; in  the  latter  for  the  soil — at  once  the 
subject  and  the  adjunct.  “ Whose  fragrant  smell 
and  aromatic  taste  prove  that  they  possess  medicinal 
qualities  with  which  we  are  unacquainted ” How 
do  their  fragrant  smell,  and  aromatic  taste  prove  that 
we  are  unacquainted  with  their  medicinal  qualities  ? 
“ A great  deal  of  the  ice  wilbsiWr,  and  get  thinner  as 
it  progresses ” p.  72.  TheAmericans  have  been  sorely 
handled  by  the  wise  reviewers  of  Edinburgh,  for 
their  transformation  c.f  the  substantive  progress  into 
a verb — it  will  >ound  better,  perhaps, from  themouth 
of  Mr.  Ashe — but  we  should  really  be  glad  to  know 
how  the  ice  will  progress  or  proceed,  or  push  on 
after  it  has  sunk.  “ The  method  to  run  the  boat 
ashore  is ,jump  hastily  out,  and  fasten  a line  round  a 
stump.”  By  my  great  grandfather’s  nose,  this  is  a 
new  way  of  running  a boat  ashore  ! we  rather  think 
a sailor  would  call  it  hauling  the  boat  ashore— rthe 
method  is,  jump  hastily  out — indeed  Mr.  A.  you 
jumped  out  of  your  syntax  there.  “ Stained  by  the 
languid  colors  of  death ” p.  79. — we  wonder  if  Mr. 
West  stained  his  pale  horse — if  he  did  not,  we  advise 
htyn  to  retouch.  “ The  3un  sets  towards  the  south  in 
the  vigor  of  the  day.”  p.  103.  “ I was  about  to  give 
you  a chain  of  philosophical  reasoning  and  evidence 
to  bear  me  out  in  the  opinion,”  but  upon  reflection 
the  opinion  appears  untenable — no  evidence  can  be 
had  of  the  sun’s  setting  in  the  south  or  in  the  vigor 
of  the  day.  After  this  you  will  not  be  surprised  to 
hear  of  *•  the  putrid  and  fiery  particles  of  death,”! 


p.  109.  or  that  “ the  vapor  lay  denied  on  the  place.” 
p.  110.  “ You  may  ask  how  a valley  can  at  times 

be  so  insufferably  hot ” but  if  yon  do,  you  will  only 
expose  your  own  ignorance,  for  “ I am  well  per- 
suaded you  do«0texpectar/(>vc/‘?pf£re  voyage  down  a 
river  to  pourtray  every  striking  pr  ospect .”  ‘ 1 What  in 
truth  is  more  tiresome.”  It  would  certainly  be  very 
foolish  to  expert  the  voyage  to  pourtray  any  prospect 
at  all ; but  not  quite  so  ridiculous  to  expect  it  of  the 
voyager,  particularly  of  a descriptivevoyagcr,&t  least, 
every  str  iking  prospect,  though,  in  truth,  we  doubt 
not,  it  would  be  “ more  tiresome  than  a continued 
strain  of  luxuriance.”  “It  would  be  unpardonable, 
however  to  omit  mentioning”that  “Cuffhxd  just  be- 
gun xsoloso  exquisite  in  judgment, that  the  very  de- 
mons of  the  woods  awoke  and  joined  him.”  P.  112. 
“Astonishing  country ! — iheforce  of  nature  smiled,” 
p.  121.  “Taking  this  for  data”  p.  146.  “ I calcula- 
ted the  rays  of  the  sun  could  not  strike  the  surface  of 
the  floods  till  they  darted  from  the  sun’s  rise  of  four 
hours.”  p.  172.  “ They  sunk  their  means  in  giv- 

ing the  town  a plethoric  rise”  p.  179  “quelle 
abomination!”  “ No  state  in  the  union  progresses 
more  in  prosperity”  p.  182.  “The  simple  and  so- 
phisticated  principles  of  the  governor  pervade  the 
whole  state.”  p.  182.  “ My  landlord  accommodated 
me  with  a tolerable  good  horse,  but  I had  to  lead 
him  up  the  hill  /or  fear  of  blowing  him.”  “ A most 
infatuated  impression”  p.  186.  “But  shewed  no  in- 
clination to  putrization.”  p.  197.  “Diffused  an  agree- 
able effluvice  which  scented  the  air,  but  witty 
no  particular  fragrance. ” p.  198.  “ Weary  of 

grave  digging  bones.”  p.  211.  “Astonishing  coun- 
try !”  that  even  the  bones  found  in  it,  should 
be  able  to  dig  graves  ! “ The  next  relic  of 

antiquity  is  a spherical  stone,  twelve  inches  in  every 
diameter” — p.  212.  How  extraordinary!  “ As  night 
advanced,  the  din  was  horrid,  and  appeared  to  defy 
the  lungour  of  lassitude  to  the  strong  dominion  of 
an  oppressive  sleep ” — p.  219.  This  may  be  very 
beautiful,  but  it  transcends  our  powers  of  compre- 
hension. “ I discovered  the  object  to  be  a snake 
tortoise  (a  species  of  animal  unknown  to  Buffon) 
nothing  of  him  was  to  be  seen  but  a strong  coat  of 
mail,  into  which  he  drew  his  head  and  legs  till 
pressed  to  bite,  when  h t prolongated  his  jaws,  and 
snapt  with  a clangour  to  be  heard  one  hundred 
yards” — p.  224.  “ Extraordinary  fine!” — p.  244, 

“ Extraordinary  cheap.”  “ The  United  States 
should  order  such  appearances  to  be  analized ” — p. 
248.  “ Peach  orchards  thrive  well,  as  do  every 

other  exotic ” — p.  249.  “ The  facts  are  too  glaring 

to  invite  belief” — p.  254.  “The  gloom  visibly 
receded  from  the  rising  light.”  Miraculous  event  l 
Surely  this  fact  is  worth  the  future  speculations  of 
the  learned.  “ A spot  which  portended  indications 
of  lead  ore” — p.  264.  Why  not  indicated  indica- 
tions, or  portended  pot  tensions  ? “Mystical  scru- 
pularity ” — p,  276.  “ Several  years  have  elapsed 

since  the  fires  were  suffered  to  extinguish ” — p.  320. 
These  specimens  will  be  quite  sufficient,  we  trust, 
to  shew  the  classical  purity  of  our  traveller’s  lan-. 
guage.  We  sincerely  hope  that  his  labors  have 
met  with  a recompense  proportionate  to  their  im- 
portance; that  he  may  have  no  future  temptation  '0 
travel,  but  be  suffered  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  in  the  undisturbed  serenity,  enjoyed  “under 
the  auspices  of  his  own  mild  and  paternal  govern- 
ment ;**  far  from  the  savage  bloodhounds  of  the 
western  country,  and  beyond  the  influence  of  the 
“putrid  and  fiery  particles  of  death”  which  array 
themselves  in  the  terrific  forms  qf  malignant  ordeals 
throughout  the  “ middle  and  southern  states.’-' 

J (to  b:  continued.) 
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Lower  Canada. 

PROVINCIAL  PARLIAMENT. 

Saturday,  April  4. — The  bill  to  continu-e  and 
amend  the  militia  act,  was  read  a third  time  and  pass- 
ed unanimously. 

It  is  declared  in  this  bill,  that  every  man  between 
the  age  of  sixteen  and  fifty  is  a malitia  man,  and  as 
such  is  obliged  to  enroll  himself  in  the  month  of 
April  each  year. 

In  case  of  an  invasion  or  imminent  danger  there- 
of, the  governor  has  power  to  call  out  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  the  militia  of  the  province;  and  to 
keep  them  for  such  time  as  he  may  judge  expedient, 
during  such  invasion. 

The  governor  is  authorised  to  call  out,  bv  ballot 
or  command,  twothousand  unmarried  men  be- 
tween the  age  of  eighteen  and  thirty,  and  them  to  j 
keep  during  ninety  days,  between  the  first  of  May  j 
and  the  fiffeenth  of  August,  under  the  command 
of  such  officei's  as  he  shall  appoint ; atid  to  march, 
train,  and  exercise  them  at  such  place  or  places  as 
he  shall  appoint ; provided  it  be  at  a distance  of  six 
miles  from  any  cities,  boroughs  or  ports  where 
troops  are  quartered,  except  in  case  of  war.  At 
the  end  of  one  year  one  half  of  the  2000  are  to  be 
discharged  and  to  be  replaced  by  anew  draft  of  1 000  ; 
and  so  every  year  successively.  In  case  of  war  in 
the  province,  they  may  be  kept  in  service  during 
two  years. 

The  governor  may  accept  any  number  of  volun- 
teers who  may  offer  their  services,  who  shall  be 
embodied  and  be  subject  to  the  same  rules,  orders 
and  articles  of  war  as  the  embodied  militia  men. 
But  such  volunteers  as  may  be  of  the  age,  and  de- 
scription fixed  for  the  embodied  militia,  shall  not 
be  exempt  from  ballotting  or  being  commanded  for 
the  said  corps. 

No  substitutes  to  be  allowed. 

The  governor  is  empowered  to  apply  <£12,000 
string  yearly  for  militia  purposes. 


Sketch  of  the  Portuguese. 

(From,  murphy’s  general  view  of  Portugal. ) 

**  Among  the  middle  and  subordinate  ranks,  the 
females  especially,  there  is  very  little  intercourse, 
except  fortuitous  meetings  in  the  churches  and 
streets.  Every  class  of  tradesmen  has  a distinct 
oratory,  supported  by  the  voluntary  contributions 
of  their  society  ; here  they  assemble  every  evening 
before  supper,  to  chaunt  vespers.  They'  rarely  visit 
each  other’s  houses  but  on  particular  occasions,  as 
weddings  and  christenings  ; and  then  they  enter- 
tain very  sumptuously,  or  rather  satiate  with  pro- 
fusion. 

“Jealousy,  and  an  innate  disposition  to  secrecy, 
are  assigned  as  the  chief  causes  of  this  separation. 
They  hold  it  as  a maxiin,  that  he  who  talks  least 
thinks  best ; and  that  the  perfect  man  is  not  he  who 
has  most  good  qualities,  but  fewest  bad  ones.  Pride 
might  also  operate  as  they,  wish  not  to  shew  their 
apartments,  no  more  than  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters, unless  they  be  arrayed  in  their  best  attire. 

“ Yet,  however  we  may  regret  the  manv  innocent 
enjoyments  which  the  females  are  deprived,  their 
seclusion  is  productive  of  much  domestic  felicity. 
Their  bland  and  simple  manners  are  not  liable  to  be 
corrupted,  nor  their  attachments  dissipated  by  an 
extensive  communication  with  the  world.  The 
fond  husband  thus  solaced,  is  happy,  supremely 
happy  iu  the  society  of  a virtuous  partner,  whose 


sole  affection  is  concentered  within  the  narrow  cir- 
cle of  her  family. 

“ As  to  their  persons  in  general,  the  women  are 
rather  below  than  above  the  middle  stature,  but 
graceful  and  beautiful.  No  females  are  less  studious 
of  enhancing  their  attractions  by  artificial  means,  or 
counterfeiting  by  paltry  arts,  the  charms  that  nature 
has  withheld.  To  the  most  regular  features,  they 
add  a sprightly  disposition  and  captivating  carriage. 
The  round  face,  and  full  fed  form,  are  more  esteem- 
ed in  this  country,  than  the  long  tapering  visage 
and  thin  delicate  frame.  Most  nations  entertain 
some  peculiar  idea  of  beauty  in  the  lineaments  and 
cast  of  the  face;  that  of  the  Portuguese  will  be  best 
understood  by  their  own  description  of  a perfect 
beauty,  which  is  as  follows  ; 

“ The  forehead  should  be  broad,  smooth  and 
white.  The  eyes  large,  bright,  and  quick,  but  at 
the  same  time  still  and  modest.  With  respect  to 
the  colour,  there  are  divers  opinions  ; some  prefer 
the  blue,  some  the  black,  and  others  the  green.  A 
Portuguese,  named  Villa-Real,  wrote  a treatise  in 
! praise  of  the  last.  The  eve  brows  are  large,  of  a 
black  colour,  and  form  an  arch  concentric  with  that 
of  the  eye  lid.  To  be  properly  adjusted  to  the  rest 
of  the  face,  the  nose  should  descend  in  a direct  line 
from  the  forehead,  and  form  a regular  pyramid. 

“The  mouth,  the  portal  of  the  human  structure 
through  which  the  messengers  of  the  intellect  have 
constant  egress,  ought  to  be  rather  small  than  large. 
The  lips  rather  full  than  thin  ; rather  relieved  than 
sunk,  and  the  edge  of  a pure  carnation.  Teeth  are 
accounted  beautiful  when  they  are  white,  regular, 
and  of  equal  size,  resembling  a row  of  pearls  set 
in  an  arch  of  ruby. 

“ The  cheeks  must  be  smooth  and  somewhat  re- 
lieved ; the  centre  of  a pure  carmine  colour,  fading 
insensibly  into  a lilv  white ; both  colours  so  per- 
fectly blended  and  proportioned,  that  neither  should 
predominate. 

“ With  respect  to  the  neck,  there  is  great  majes- 
ty in  one  which  is  large  and  smooth,  rising  from 
the  shoulders  like  an  alabaster  column. 

“ But  among  all  the  female  charms,  the  most 
transcendant  are  the  breasts.  In  form  they  should 
resemble  a lemon  ; in  colour  and  smoothness  the 
orange  blossom. 

“ The  most  beautiful  hands  are  long  and  white, 
the  fingers  full  and  tapering.  Feel  are  not  accoun- 
ted pretty  if  they  are  not  small.” 


A Miser. 


Believing  that  some  account  of  Michael  Baird  (or 
Baer ) who  lately  lived  near  Little  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, will  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  readers  of 
the  Repository,  I send  you  the  following  statement 
of  facts  relative  to  that  singular  personage. 

Mr.  B.  was  of  German  extraction.  His  father 
left  him  a valuable  farm  of  five  hundred  acres,  in  the 
vicinity  of  York,  with  some  farming  and  household 
articles.  He  kept  a tavern  for  a number  of  years— 
married  a wife  and  raised  four  children.  He  accu- 
mulated an  immense  estate,  which  he  preserved  so 
tenaciously,  that  he  never  afforded  a dollar  for  the 
education  of  h'S  family.  He  was  never  known  tq 
lay  out  one  dollar  in  cash,  for  any  article  he  might 
be  in  want  of;  he  would  either  do  without  it,  or 
find  some  person  who  would  bat  ter  with  him  for 
something  he  could  not  conveniently  sell  for  mo- 
ney. He  farmed  largely,  and  kept  a large  distille- 
ry, which  he  supplied  entirely  with  his  own  grain. 

I He  kept  a team,  for  the  conveyance  of  his  whiskey 
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and  flour  to  Baltimore,  which  when  he  could  not  i let  itself  be  killed  without  making  any  attempt  to 
sell  for  money  at  a price  to  suit  him,  he  bartered  escape. 

, — * »-  *L:  No  one  can  tell  what  fish  they  are  ; none 

similar  having  ever  been  seen  on  the  coast.  They 
are  of  the  cetacco  species  ; the  largest  are  about 
twenty  feet  in  length,  with  a proportionate  thick- 
ness ; the  head  which  is  as  large  as  a tierce,  is 
rounded  at  the  top  and  covered  with  a lump  of  fat 
of  about  ten  or  twelve  inches  in  diameter  ; it  has  a 
blow  hole  like  that  of  a whale  ; the  lower  jaw  resem- 
bles that  of  the  hog.  The  back  and  sides  are  as 
black  as  those  of  the  whale,  the  belly  white.  The 
blubber  or  fat  is  between  three  and  four  inches  thick, 
and  of  a firm  texture.  Excellent  oil,  of  an  unusual 
transparency  was  made  of  it.  The  blood  of  these 
fish  is  uncommonly  warm.  I could  not  discover  the 
nature  of  its  food  ; the  stomachs  of  all  those  that  I 
saw  opened  being  empty. 

Where  can  these  fish  have  come  from  ? None  of 
the  kind  have  ever  been  known  in  these  seas.  1 amT 
inclined  to  believe  that  they  area  species  of  sea-hog, 
which  earthquakes,  the  tempests,  &c.  have  fright- 
ened from  their  abodes  and  that  afterwards  they 
have  been  attacked  by  some  terrible  enemy.  Seve- 
ral of  them  appeared  oft’  Paspibiac,  and  were  appa- 
rently insensible  to  the  shot  and  nails  which  were 
fired  at  them,  and  even  undismayed  : lead  and  nails 
weve  however  found  in  the  lump  of  fat  on  thehead, 
of  those  w hich  were  found  on  the  other  side  of  the 
bav.  At  Nipiscicuit  14  large  ones  were  found.  This 
affair,  upon  a moderate  calculation,  has  been  worth 
upwards  of  300/.  divided  amongst  only  a few  of  the 
inhabitants. 


for  necessaries  tor  his  family  and  tavern.  In  C hi 
way  he  amassed  an  estate  worth  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  Such  was  his  attachment  to  money, 
that  he  was  never  known  to  lend  or  credit  a single 
dollar  to  any  man.  Upon  the  best  mortgage  or 
other  security  that  could  be  given,  he  would  not 
lend  a cent.  He  never  vested  one  dollar  in  any  of 
the  public  funds.  Neither  would  he  keep  the  notes 
of  any  bank  longer  than  till  he  could  get  them 
changed.  He  deposited  his  specie  in  a large  iron 
chest,  until  it  would  hold  no  more.  He  then  pro- 
vided a strong  iron  hooped  barrel,  which  he  also 
filled.'  After  his  death,  his  strong  boxes,  “from 
whose  bourne  no  traveller  had  e'er  returned yield- 
ed two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars , in  gold 
and  silver. 

The  cause  of  his  death  was  as  remarkable  as  the 
course  of  his  life.  A gentleman  from  Virginia  of- 
fered him  twelve  dollars  pCi  bushel  for  110  bushels 
of  clover  seed;  but  he  would  not  give  it  for  less 
than  thirteen  dollars,  and  they  did  not  agree.  The 
seed  was  afu*  wards  sent  to  Philadelphia,  where  it 
sold  for  seven  dollars  per  bushel,  and  brought  in 
the  whole,  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  less  than 
the  Virginian  had  offered  for  it. — On  receiving  an 
account  of  this  sale,  he  walked  through  his  farm 
went  to  his  distillery,  and  gave  various  directions 
to  his  people.  — He  then  went  to  his  waggon  house 
and  hanged  himself  ( Belmont  Rep. 


Storm. 

Quebec,  April  2. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Carleton,  Chaleurs  Bay , 
dated  January  11,  1812. 

On  the  night  between  the  20th  and  21st  Nov.  I 
believe  the  same  time  that  so  much  damage  was 
done  bv  a storm  at  Quebec,  the  wind,  which  had 
also  been  very  strong  here,  came  round  suddenly, 
to  the  north  west  and  continued  to  blow,  with  great 
violence,  till  daylight.  During  the  whole  night, 
horrid  "bellowings  and  howlings  were  heard,  a thing 
without  example  in  these  parts.  The  darkness  of 
the  night  and  fury  of  the  tempest  the  roaring  of  the 
sea,  and  the  melancholy  noise  of  the  conflicting 
waves  joined  with  the  extraordinary  bowlings,  had 
a wonderful  effect  on  many  of  the  good  people  ol 
I»  onaventure 

cellars  ; others  whose  mind 
by  the  appearance  of  the  comet,  were  persuaded 
that  they  were  now  ar  ived  at  the  period  of  the  final 
destruction  of  the  World. 

Next  morning,  the  beach  was  found  strewed 
with  an  unknown  fish,  which  were  at  the  first 
thought  to  be  voung  whales.  One  hundred  and 
seventy  two  of  them,  were  found,  from  the  middle 
of  the  parish  of  Bonaventure  to  New  Carlisle. — 
The  sight  of  so  rich  a prize  soon  dissipated  the  re- 
maining  fears  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  each  ai  med 
with  his  axe  and  knife,  half  clothed,  half  awake, 
fell  to  work  upon  the  stranded  fish. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  a large  one  was  discern- 


French Navy. 

[The  following;  is  given  in  the  London  Star  of  March  3,  as  a correct 
amount  oi  the  naval  forces  of  France ] 

To  G.  JOHNSON,  Esq.  M.  P.  £rc.  &c. 

Sir— Tn  the  debate  on  the  navy  a few  days  ago,  you  advised  the 
admiralty  to  reduce  the  number  of  our  ships,  because  the  enemy’s 
fleet  was  annihilated.  Mr.  Yorke  answered  you  very  pertinently ; 
he  instanced  only  one  station  of  the  ships  hostile  to  us.  I will  take 
the  liberty,  through  the  medium  of  the  Star,  to  lay  before  the 
public  a list  of  the  French  ships  alone,  without  taking  into  the 
account  those  of  Holland,  of  Italy,  and  those  of  other  naval  pow- 
ers, which  may  shortly  be  under  the  subjection  of  France.  Should 
you  reply  that  those  ships  cannot  be  manned,  1 will  refer  you  to 
arguments  and  facts,  which  may  convince  you,  and  those  who  love 
to  shut  their  eyes  to  the  public  dangers,  that  our  continental  lhe 
dot  s not  want  the  means  of  producing  a sufficient  number  of 
sailors  to  man  two  hundred  ships  of  the  line. 


ing  as  if  iti  extreme  pain,  and  to  t 
all  nresent.,  instead  of  following 


the  course  of  the 


tide,  making  straight  for  the  shove  on  which  he 
threw  himself  high  and  dry,  and  was  immediately 
dispatched.  Another  which  had  only  its  head  on 
the  bank  of  a river,  and  the  vest  of  its  bodv  afloat, 


Brest;  C,  at  Cadi/.,  which  we  mav  hope  will  not  soon  be  in  the 

power  of  thei 

r original  masters  ; G, 

at  Genoa ; O,  at  Orient ; 

R, 

at  Rochefort ; 

and  T,  at  Toulon. 

NAUTICUS. 

SHIPS  OF*120  GUNS. 

Austerlitz 

T.  Invincible 

B.  Ocean 

B. 

Commereede Paris  T.  Maiestueux 

T.  Villede  Paris 

R. 

Grand  Napole 

on  T.  Monarque 

T. 

SHIPS  OF  80  GUNS. 

Ajaccio 

T.  Foudvoyant 

B.  Sceptre 

T. 

Brulot 

T.  Neptune 

: C.  Wagram 

T. 

SHIPS  OF  74  GUNS. 

Ajax 

T . Dant/.ic 

A.  Patriote 

B. 

Albanoix 

A.  Danube 

T,  Phaeton 

T. 

A lcide 

O.  Desaix 

B.  Pluton 

C. 

Algesiras 

O.  Donawert 

T.  Polonai^ 

o. 

Alliance 

B.  Duguesctin 

A.  Pultusk 

A. 

Annibal 

T.  Kale 

B.  Regulus 

O. 

Anversais 

A.  Eylan 

O.  Revolution 

B. 

Argonaute 

C.  Fried  land 

A.  Souverain 

C. 

Atlas 

T.  Gaulois 

R.  Stettin 

A. 

Audacieux 

A.  Gemappe 

R.  Suffrein 

T. 

Katave 

B*  Genois 

(A.  Superbe 

R. 

Bel  lone 

T.  Guillaume  Tel 

1 O.  Thesee 

A. 

Boree 

T.  Han  polt 

O.  Tourviile 

B- 

Breslau 

T.  Heros 

C.  Trujah 

A. 

Brutus 

B.  lilu.stre 

A.  Indent 

T. 

Castor 

15.  Impregnable 

T.  Teteran 

B. 

CiHsar 

A.  Inuoiiip table 

t;  Ulna 

T. 

Charlemagne 

A.  Jtgn  Bart 

B.  Uirsse 

R. 

Commerce  de 

Lyon  A.  Josephine 

A.  Union 

B. 

| Coin]  iterant 

B.  Kom.ii igsherg 

A.  Vainquer 

C. 

| Constitution 

II.  Matnianime 

R. . Valereux 

B. 

■ C assart 

II.  Marengo 

B.  Villede  Berlin 

A. 

Courageux 

O.  Me  .tuidre 

O.  Wauigny 

B- 
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FRIGATES. 


. 

Guns. 

Guns, 

Guns. 

Adriane,  of 

40 

Elise  of 

44 

Nerede  of 

44 

Amazone  1 

48 

Eleonore . 

36 

Niemen 

40 

Amelia 

40 

Jhnilie 

36 

Nvmphe 

40 

Argus 

28 

Enterprenante 

36 

Palin  ure 

44 

Artemi  se 

36 

Eugene 

36 

Pallas 

40 

Aspie 

44 

Experiment 

50 

Pauline 

40 

Astree 

48 

Favorite 

36 

Penelope 

40 

Bellone 

44 

Flore 

40 

Poursuivante 

40 

Brave 

44 

Floride 

40 

Proserpine 

40 

Calypso 

40 

Hermioire 

40 

R*nome 

40 

Ceres 

40 

Hortense 

40 

Revanche 

48 

Circe 

36 

Incomparable 

36 

Seinillante 

36 

Ciorinde 

40 

Incorruptible 

36 

Sibylle 

40 

Comete 

44 

Iphigenie 

36 

Sirene 

44 

Constance 

48 

Ilalienne 

44 

Themis 

36 

Coruna 

38 

Josephine 

44 

Thetis 

36 

Corneille 

40 

Julienne 

44 

-Torche 

$2 

Creole 

36 

Manche 

36 

Unique 

40 

Cybele 

44 

Medusa 

40 

Uranie 

43 

Same 

36 

Mignoune 

32 

Valencienne 

44 

Diane 

40 

Milanese 

32 

Valeureuse 

44 

Diligent* 

36 

Minerve 

44 

Venus 

44 

Dvyade 

40 

Muron 

36 

Victorieuse 

33 

Elbe 

16 

Naiade 

40 

Zephyr 

28 

RECAPITULATION. 


8 ships  of  120  guns.  960 

6 80  486 

69 74  5106 

72  frigates  averaging  40  guns  2880 

Total  number  of  guns'  9426 


Simulated  Papers. 

\t  is  an  undeniable. fact  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
difficulties  our  commerce  has  felt  from  the  conti- 
nental powers  of  Europe  have  had  their  origin  in 
the  frauds  and  forgeries  of  the  British.  Protected  1 
by  the  cannon  of  their  navy, five  thousand  voyages 
have  been  annually  made  with  ships  bearing  the  ( 
American  flag  and  completely  provided  with  . 
counterfeited  papers  which  may  be  purchased  in 
London  and  elsewhere  las  unceremoniously  as  a 
package  of  pins.  The  vessels  thus  furnished,  and 
in  many  instances  laden  with  the  productions  of 
the  United  States,  are  safely  convoyed  to  the 
neighborhood  of  places  to  which  a simple  clear- 
ance, from  a real  American  custom  house,  would 
render  the  vessel  liable  to  seizure  and  condemna 
tion,  the  moment  she  left  waters  of  the 
United  States  ! Here  is  the  operation  of  the  orders 
in  council.  Englishmen  in  America  begin  to  blush 
at  the  outrageous  falsehoods  they  told  in  main- 
taining that  these  orders  were  intended  to  retali- 
ate on  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. — They  were 
originally  designed  for  the  simple  object  of  de- 
stroying the  trade  of  the  United  States  ; or,  more 
extensively  speaking,  of  forcing  the  commerce  of 
the  world  through  British  ports. 

The  manufacture  of  simulated  papers  has  become 
a regular  business  in  England.  The  workmen , 
like  'other  mechanics,  publicly  recommend  them- 
selves to  notice  for  their  great  experience,  &c. 
and  in  this  they  are  countenanced  by  the  minis- 
trv. 

In  the  course  of  his  late  speech  in  parliament,  Mr. 
Broughman  read  thefollowing  circular  letter  from 
a ((  fwuse”  in  Liverpool,  announcing  that  the  per- 
sons by  whom  it  was  subscribed,  after  laboring 
some  time  as  apprentices,  and  being  well  versed 
in  the  craft,  had  commenced  as  masters  for  them- 
selves 

“ Liverpool,  . 

t£  Gentlemen— We  take  the  liberty  herewith  to 
inform  you,  that  we  have  established  ourselves  in 
this  town  for  the  purpose  of  making  simulated  pa 
pers — (Hear  ! hear! ) — which  we  are  enabled  to  do 
in  a way  which  will  give  ample  satisfaction  to  our 
employers,  not  only  being  in  possession  of  the  ori 
ginal  documents  cf  the  ships*  papers,  and  clearan- ! 


ces  to  various  ports,  a list  of  which  we  annex  ; hut 
our  Mr.  G — B — having  worked  with  his  brother, 

Mr.  J. B , in  the  same  line,  for  the  last  two 

years,  and  understanding  all  the  necessary  lan- 
guages. 

“ Of  any  changes  that  may  occur  in  the  different 
places  on  the  continent,  we  are  careful  to  have  the 
earliest  information,  not  only  from  our  own  connec- 
tions, but  from  Mr.  J B , who  has  proffer- 

ed his  assistance  in  every  way,  and  who  has  for  some 

time  past  made  simulated  papers  for  Messrs.  B 

and  P , of  this  town,  to  whom  we  beg  leave  to 

refer  you  for  further  information.  We  remain,  &c. 
Then  follows  a list  of  about  twenty  places,  from  and 
to  which  they  can  forge  papers,  having  all  the  clear- 
ances ready  by  them,  from  the  different  public 
agents,  the  moment  they  receive  intelligence  that 
any  merchant  may  need  their  assistance  in  this 
scheme  of  fabrication.” 

In  noticing  this  matter  Mr.  Stephens  said,  “ he 
would  ask  gentlemen  sincerely  were  they  prepared 
to  abandon  all  trade  to  the  continent  of  Europe  on 
account  of  these  objections  m point  of  morality  which 
had  been  stated  by  the  hon.  mover  ? [Mr.  Brough- 
man]. He  felt  himself  perfectly  ready  to  meet  any 
gentleman  upon  this  ground;  and  he  really  believed 
that  he  would  find  few  who  had  weakness  enough 
to  think  or  hypocrisy  enough  to  assert,  that  the 
whole  trade  of  Europe  ought  to  be  abandoned  on 
account  of  the  immorality  of  frauds  necessarily 
practised  in  the  carrying  it  on. — As  to  the  forgoing 
papers  and  French  consuls’  certificates  of  origin, 
he  was  convinced  that  neither  this, nor  shewing  false 
colors  to  the  enemy,  would  be  supposed  so  serious 
an  immorality  as  to  make  us  consent  to  abandon  all 
our  trade.”  Mr.  Stephens  is  the  author  of  the 
pamphlet  entitled  fC  war  in  disguis?” — or  the  frauds 
OF  NEUTRAL  FLAGS  !” 


Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  May  1. — Mr.  Newton  from  the  commit- 
tee of  commerce  and  manufactures,  pursuant  to 
order,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of 
Venezuela  ; which  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Poindexter  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  a bill  to  annex  a 
portion  of  West-Florida  to  the  Mississippi  territory: 
which  was  twice  read. 

[The  bill  proposes  the  annexation  to  the  territory 
of  Mississippi  of  all  that  part  of  West  Florida  which 
lies  west  of  the  Perdido  and  east  of  the  Pearl  river.} 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to  morrow. 

The  bill  “ supplementary  to  the  act”  entitled  “ An 
act  to  establish  an  executive  department  to  be  cal- 
led the  department  of  war,”  was  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Randolph  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  M‘Kim  supported  it. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  made  a speech  against  the  bill, 
and  concluded  with  a motion  to  commit  the  same  ; 
which  was  negatived,  ayes  39. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  hill  was  then 
taken  anddetermined  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and 
navs,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bnrd,  Basset,  Bibik 
Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cochran,  Clopton,  Condit,  Crawford, 
Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Diusmoor,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Gholson, 
Green,  Grundy.  Harper,  Hawes,  HyhemiUi,  Johnson.  King,  T. acock, 
Lyle,  Moore,  M'Coy,  M‘Kim,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New,  New  bold, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond.  Ringgold,  Rhea, 
Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier.  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Strong, 
Troup,  Turner,  Widgery,  Wright— 58. 

WAYS.— Messrs.  Baker,  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Brigham,  Champion, 
‘ Clay,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fitch,  Goldsborough,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  11  uf- 
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tv,  Jaclcjion,  Kent,  Lefevte,  Lewis,  Maccra,  Metcalf,  Milnor,  Mitch- 
'ill  Morcran,'- Moselc v,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Sammons,  Seybert,  Sliaw,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Ta.^rt,  Tall- 
inadge,  Tracy,  Van  Cortlandt?  Wheaton,  White,  Whitetall,  Willi- 
ams, Wilson.— 43.  ....  , • r 

ivlt.  Stow  offered  the  folio  wing  resolution  tor  con- 
sideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  any  and  if  any 
what  regulations  are  necessary  to  prevent  abuses 
growing  out  of  the  employment  oi  persons  as  wai- 
ters to  the  officers  of  the  army  of  the  U.  States. 

The  resolution  after  some  remarks,  was  agreed 
to  hv  a large  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed, 

Resolved,  (49  votes  to  30)  That  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  pro 
priety  and  expediency  of  suspending  the  payment 
of  all  such  bonds  in  the  custom  houses  of  the  U. 
States  on  goods  entitled  to  debenture  as  are  or  shall 
become  due  during  the  existence  of  the  embargo  ; 
also  of  extending  the  time  of  issuing  debentures  for 
the  same,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  “ to  establish  a quarter  masters  ge 
neral’s  department,  and  for  other  purposes.’* 

[This  bill  contemplates  the  appointment  of  two 
assistant  quarter  master  generals  ; gives  the  quar 
ter  master  general  command  in  the  line  according 
to  rank,  when  thereunto  specially  assigned  ; autho 
rises  the  appointment  of  a barrack  master  and  assis- 
tant barrack-masters  ; authorises  the  allowance  of 
office-rent,  fuel,  candles,  &c.  to  the  offices  of  quar 
ter  master-general ; and  repeals  the  6th  section  of 
the  former  law.] 

The  first  and  second  actions  of  this  bill,  going 
to  appoint  assistant-quarter-master's  with  ranks  of 
colonel,  and  to  authorise  the  quarter-master -general 
to  take  rank  in  line  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams and  Mr.  Wright,  after  debate,  successively 
stricken  out. 

Further  amendments  were  proposed  but  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  the  house  adjourned,  without  hav- 
ing gone  through  the  bill. 

Monday , May  4.— [After  some  minor  business 
was  disposed  of]  — 

The  engrossed  bill  to  annex  to  the  Mississippi 
territory  that  part  of  West- Florida  east  of  Pearl 
river,  was  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Pitkin  asked  for  imformation  as  to  the  inten 
lion  in  relation  to  the  future  state  of  this  territory  ; 
whether  it  was  to  be  held  subject  to  future  negocia 
tion,  &.c.  and  in  what  light  that  part  of  the  territory 
near  Mobile,  now  in  the  occupation  of  a Spanish 
garrison,  was  to  be  considered,  &.c. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  house  again 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  establishing  a 
quarter  master’s  department,  &.c. 

The  question  pending  when  the  subject  was  last 
under  consideration,  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill,  was  again  put.  This  section  proposes 
to  render  less  rigid  some  of  the  restrictions  on  the 
quarter  master  and  commi^siary-general.  Some 
debate  took  place  on  this  question,  in  which  Mr. 
Calhoun  and  Mr.  Grundy  supported  the  section, 
and  Messrs.  Wright,  Tallmadge  and  Pitkin  sup- 
ported the  motion  to  strike  it  out.  On  the  one 
hand,  it  was  said  that  the  restrictions  were  so  rigid 
that  no  competent  men  would  accept  the  offices  . 
and  on  the  ocher  band  chat  the  restrictions  were 
necessary,  usual  and  moderate,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  dispensed  with  to  gratify  any  particular 


person  or  persons  who  might  be  candidates  for 
office. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  3d  section,  was  ne- 
gatived, 38  to  35. 

Some  further  amendment  was  made  to  the  bill, 
and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  it  ter  the  house. 

The  amendments  made  in  committee  were  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Lacock  renewed  the  motion  which  had 
been  negatived  in  committee,  to  strike  out  the  3d 
section  of  the  bill ; and  Mr.  Nelson  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bur  well,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  to  give  further  time  to  reflect  on 
the  provisions  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson 
in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Venezuela. 

[The  bill  authorises  the  president  to  cause  to  be 
exported  such  quantity  of  provision  as  he  may 
think  proper,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Venezuela,  suffering  by  the  effects  of  an  earth- 
quake.] 

Mr.  Newton  proposed  to  fill  the  blank  for  the  ap- 
propriation with  the  sum  of  30,000  dollars. 

Mr.  Pitkin  enquired  for  the  official  information, 
which  might  have  been  laid  before  the  committee, 
on  the  subject  of  the  distress  existing  at  Caraccas. 

Mr.  Newton  in  reply  said  that  there  were  many 
private  letters  in  confirmation  of  the  facts,  and  also 
a letter  from  our  consul,  &c.  Some  of  which  were 
read. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  Jiffy 
thousand  dollars,  which  he  thought  would  be  little 
enough  to  effect  the  object  in  view. 

The  question  on  the  latter  motion  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  45  to  29. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill ; which 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ringgold,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  for  regulating  and  laying  out 
a road  from  Cumberland  in  Maryland  te  the  state  of 
Ohio.  [The  bill  authorises  an  additional  appropri- 
ation, for  this  object,  of  30,000  dollars  ] No  ob- 
jection being  made  to  the  bill,  the  committee  rose 
and  Mr.  Lacock  reported  the  hill ; which  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a third  time  to-morrow. 

The  house  then  took  up,  in  committee,  the  hill 
making  further  provision  for  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  No  objection  was  made  to  the  bill,  which 
in  its  present  form  merely  relates  to  the  minor 
details  of  the  army;  and  Mr.  Lewis  reported  the 
bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

Tuesday , May  5. — Mr.  Wright,  from  the  military- 
committee  reported  a bill  relative  to  the  defence  of 
ports  and  harbors',  which  was  twice  read  and  refer- 
red to  a committee  of  the  whole  house. 

The  engrossed  bill,  making  fui  ther  provision  for 
the  army  of  the  United  States  ; the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Reddick  ; the  bill  to  authorise  the  elec- 
tion of  sheriffs  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes ; the  bill  to  incorporate  the  trustees 
of  Washington  college;  the  hill  to  carry  into  effect 
an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maryland; 
the  bill  from  the  senate  in  addition  to  the  act  to  rev 
gtflate  the  laying  out  and  making  a road  from  Cum- 
berland in  the  state  of  Maryland  to  the  state  of 
Ohio  ; and  the  bill  to  annex  a portion  of  West  FlO/- 
rida  to  the  Mississippi  Territory  ; were  severally 
read  a third  time,  and  passed. 
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Wednesday,  May  6. — Mr.  Bleeclcer  presented  the j 
petition  of  eight  hundred  citizens  of  Albany,  in 
New-York,  'and  its  neighborhood,  stating  the  de 
letevious  effects  of  the  embargo  on  their  inter  ests, 
«*:nd  the  reasons  of  their  disapprobation  of  the  mea- 
sure, praying  that  the  embargo  act  may  be  repealed 
or  so  modified  as  to  afford  them  relief. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consi 
deration  of  these  petitions  to  the  4th  day  of  July 
next,  assigning  as  a reason  his  disposition  to  see 
them  follow  the  same  course  as  other  papers  of  a 
similar  tenor,  and  to  avoid  encouraging  in  the. 
breasts  of  the  petitioners  a groundless  hope  by  a 
reference. 

Mr.  Gholson  moved  that  they  should  lie  on  the 
table.  Motion  negatived,  42  to  29. 

An  animated  and  interesting  debate  took  place  on 
this  question,  involving  the  coarse  of  policy  pursued 
during  the  session  and  the  course  now  to  be  pur- 
sued by  the  nation.  The  speakers  were  Messrs. 
Rhea,  Bleecker,  Randolph,  Johnson,  Calhoun, 
Grundy  and  Wright. 

About  half  past  3 o’clock  the  question  on  the 
postponement  of  these  petitions  was  taken  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

For  indefinite  postponement  58 

Against  it  30 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  7.—  [Tke  house  did  no  business  wor- 
thy oj  record , and  adjourned  urril^Vlonday. j 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  May  9,  1812. 

The  United  States  loan. — The  sanguine  expec- 
tations held  out  in  our  last  number  as  the  amount 
of  stock  that  would  be  taken,  were  not  realized. 
But  we  vet  hold  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  paragraph  : so  far  as  we  have  heard  the 
following  are  the  amounts  subscribed — At  Boston, 

$ at  New- York,  824,900 — at  Philadelphia, 

1,625,000 — at  Baltimore,  821,000 — in  the  district  of  j 
Columbia,  700,000. 

gp*-  Another  account  says  that  two  millions  were 
subscribed  in  New-York. 

Bank  of  America. — John  Martin,  indicted  for 
offering  bribes  to  certain  members  of  the  legislature 
of  New-Yorlc,  to  induce  them  to  vote  in  favor  of  the 
incorporation  of  this  hank,  has  been  tried  and  con 
victed,  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  ten  years 
in  the  penitentiary  of  that  state,  at  hard  labor.  The 
jury  were  out  only  fifteen  minutes. 

New  York  election. — As  far  as  we  have  heard  the 
returns  for  members  of  the  assembly,  give  63  fede- 
ralists, and  42  republicans.  Two  counties,  sending 
7 members,  are  yet  to  be  heard  rom. 

The  bill  for  appointing  two  assistant  secretaries 
of  war  passed  the  house  of  representatives  with 
some  amendment’s,  which  coming  before  the  senate 
— the  whole  business  was  postponed  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  June. 

It  vs  stated  in  a Philadelphia  paper,  that  the  late 
banking-house  and  lot  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  was  sold  a few  days  since  to  Mr.  Stephen 
Gi ra rd  for  $1 1 5,000. 

We  have  manv  accounts  from  the  westward  and 
southward  of  Indian  hostilities.  Several  murders 
have  been  committed,  and  there  is  an  appearance  of 
a general  war  with  most  of  the  tribes.  The  effect 
will  never  cease  until  the  cause  is  re  moved. 

A bloody  war  rages  in  Hayti  between  king  Hen- 
yry  and  president  Petion.  In  a late  action,  which 


terminated  in  the  favor  of  the  former,  they  each 
lost  about  1000  men. 

We  have  nothing  very  important  from  Europe 
since  our  last.  The  king  of  England  was  rather 
improving  in  bodily  health.  He  is  esteemed  a con- 
firmed madman. 

Thirty-seven  thousand  inhabitants  of  Lancashire 
(Eng.)  have  petitioned  parliament  for  a revocation 
of  the  orders  in  council,  a motion  for  which  pur- 
pose was  again  to  be  made  in  the  house  of  lords. 

A vessel,  (the  only  one,  we  believe,  for  two  or 
three  years)  has  arrived  at  a port  of  the  United 
States  [New-York]  from  Amsterdam,  laden  with 
400  pipes  of  gin,  and  a large  quantity  of  cloths  and 
bale  goods.  She  passed  through  the  British  block- 
ading squadron  in  the  night. 

Wheat,  at  Liverpool,  was  selling,  March  26,  at 
19s.  4 d.  per70//;s — equal  to  $2  94  for  the  American 
bushel.  The  stock  is  scanty,  and  there  is  a loud 
talk  of  a famine ; the  foreign  supplies  being  gene- 
rally cut  oft',  from  various  causes.  There  is  also 
said  to  be  a scarcity  in  France. 

Two  vessels  arrived  at  London  from  Havre 
( France ) laden  with  500  bales  of  silks.  The  trade 
between  the  two  belligerents  is  represented  as  being 
very  brisk  ! 

Cuambersburct,  (Penn.)  April  28. 

Governor  Hull  was  in  this  place  last  week  on  his 
way  from  Waslungton  city,  and  we  are  told,  stated 
that  he  was  to  repair  to  Detroit,  whence  he  was  to 
make  a descent  upon  Canada  with  3000  troops. 

Batavia,  N Y.  April  18. 

C^We  stop  the  press  to  announce  the  intelligence 
of  an  armed  British  and  Indian' force  on  the  Cana- 
da side  of  the  Niagara  river,  apparently  with  an 
intention  to  make  a descent  on  the  American  side. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Indians  are  receiving  supplies 
of  arms  and  provisions  from  the  British  military 
stores  at  Newark,  and  that  boats  are  in  readiness  to 
transport  their  men  across  the  river.  We  learn 
that  intelligence  has  been  transmitted  to  Messrs. 
Porter  and  Barton  from  some  of  their  friends  in 
Upper  Canada,  stating  that  it  is  advisable  for  them 
to  remove  their  families  from  the  river. 

A messenger  has  been  sent  express  from  Lewis- 
town  on  Niagara  river  to  general  Hall  of  Ontario 
county  to  call  out  the  militia  immediately.  The 
companies  in  this  place  are  embodying  to  march  at 
a moment’s  warning. 

From  the  Ontario  Messenger. 

British  preparations. — We  confess  it  is  witfi 
an  anxious  heart  and  a gloomy  foreboding  mind 
that  we  detail  to  the  public,  information  received 
from  a gentleman  just  from  Buffalo.  The  British 
in  Canada,  are  making  and  have  made  vast  prepa- 
rations for  attack  and  defence. — They  have  collect- 
ed a large  body  of  savages,  '[holy  allies!]  supposed 
to  be  above  fifteen  hundred,  with  which  they  are 
ready  to  pour  down  upon  our  frontiers,  the  moment 
the  din  of  war  is  heard.  Gentlemen  in  Canada  have 
repeatedly  called  upon  their  friends  on  our  side  of 
the  lines,  warning  them  of  their  danger  fn  the  most ' 
interesting  and  affectionate  manner. The  inha- 

bitants of  our  frontiers  fully  believe  thejse  facts,  and 
not  a night  do  they  lay  their  heads  upon  their  pil- 
lows, without  the  dreadful  apprehension  of  being 
awakened  bv  the  savage  war  whoop  ! God  knows 
we  are  not  trifling  with  our  readers,  by  electioneer- 
ing stories.  We  refer  to  major-general  Hall,  who 
has  within  these  two  days  received  an  express  from 
Niagara  calling  upon  him  for  advice  and  protection. 


THE  WEEKLY  11K01STEH. 


VOL.  II.] 


BALTIMORE,  SATURDAY,  May  16,  1812. 


[No.  37 


Hccc  olim  meminme  juvabit. — Virgil. 


Print'd  and  published  by  H.  Niles,  \Vater-st*  eet,  near  the  Merchants’  Co  flee- 1 Louse,  at  #5.  per 


Interesting  Debate. 


We  have  made  considerable  exertkin  to  lay  the  fol- 
lowing debate  before  our  readers  in  a single  num- 
ber : that,  at  one  view,  they  may  be  the  better  on 
; abler!  to  judge  of  many  things  of  the  highest  in 
terestlo  them.  We  hope  its  length  will  not  de- 


froin  Tennessee  asks  me  the  price  of  wheat  in  Albany*  I have 
understood  that,  there  art  no  sales  at  all,  and  that  it  is  not  con' 
sidered  worth  more  than  a dollar  a bushel. 

When  petitions  of  a similar  kind  were  before  the  house  a few 
days  ago,  it  was  said  that  toe  suderers  under  the  embargo  nrest 
charge  their  loss  to  the  members  on  this  side  of  dm  house,  who  by 
their  speeches  in  the  house  and  their  conversation  cut  of  doors  had 
deceived  the  people  as  to  the  intention  of  the  government  to  go  to 
war.  I thought  this  rather  an  ungenerous  observation.  No  speeches 
had  been  made  on  this  side  of  the  house  on  the  subject  of  war.  N o, 


ter  any  person  from  reading  it,  for  its  content  >.■ >ir,  if  any  false  impression  respecting  the  war  lias  been  made  on 
comes  home  to  every  man’s  concern. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

March  fl,  1812.— Mr.  Bleacher  having  presented  a petition  from 
a number  of  citizens  at  Albany  ; and  Mr.  Rhea  having  moved  to 
post  none  the  same  to  the  fourth  day  of --July  next— 

1 Mr.  Fixk  said  lie  hoped  they  would  not  be  postponed.  When 
the  people  suffered;  they  would  complain,  and  it  was  sopthing  to 
their  feelings  to  be  answered  rather  than  heard  in  silence.  There 
■was  no  doubt  but  the  embargo  operated  severely  in  some  quar- 
ters, and  particularly  on  these  people.  The  pet  ition  was  couched 
in  respectful  language:  and  he  thought  it  would  be  well  to  refer  it, 
and  have  a detailed  report  made  on  it. 

Air.  Blea  ker . Mr.  Speaker— I hope  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  (TvJr.  Rhea)  will  not  prevail.  A memorial  of 
this  nature  couched  in  such  respectful  terms, and  from  so  respecta- 
ble a quarter,  deserves  to  be  treated  more  courteously  and  respect- 
fully. For,  sir,  what  is  the  answer  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
memorialists  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ? They  ask  you 
to  relieve  them  from  impending  beggary,  ami  ruin  ; if  this motion 
prevails,  you  .will  tell  them,  “good  sirs,  we  will  attend  to  your 
'call  when  your  beggary  and  ruin  are  complete.”  Whatever,  sir, 
may  be  thought  of  if.  in  this  house,  to  the  memorialists  such  an 
answer  to  their  respectful  prayer  will  have  the  appearance  of 
oilence  and  insult.  " 

v The.  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  to  postpone  the 
fottasidcratiou of  the  memorial  till  the  fourth  day  of  July  next. — 
This  isa  Hat  denial  of  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists.  The  proprio 


public  mind,  it  is  to  be  charged  to  the  proceedings  ou  tie 
house.  The  people  knew  that  you  were  not.,  that  you  could  not 
Soon  he  prepared  for  war.  I n -y  knew  that  your  coders  wen; 
exhausted,  that  you  had  neither  fleets  nor  armies.  Of  course  the y 
could  not  suppose  that  you  were  going  to  war  with  nothing  bur 
paper  preparation's.  It  was  therefore  impossible  for  them  to  fore- 
see the  ei  ubartro.  It  came  upon  them  suddenly  as  a stroke  of  ti$un* 
der.  Rut,  sir,  there  are  other  important  eonsidi  :vriosjs  to  induce 
you  to  relieve  the  memorialists.  Is  it  wise.  sir.  to  plunge  Cm  peo* 
pie  into  distress  and  ruin,  hrst  to  impoverish  the  country  and  tneu 
to  goto  war,  and  that  very  country  too,  sir.  in  and  through  which 
the  war  is  to  be  carried  ou.  Is  it  not  better  to  have  the  bet 


■tv  and  policy  of  continuing  the  embargo, are  of  course  now  propei; 
subjects  of  discussion.  Why  has  an  embargo  been  laid?  It  is 
av.-.mlly  the  precursor  of  war.  Its  object  is  to  keep  our  property, 
our  vessels,  and  seamen  at  borne  safe  from  the  grasp  of  our  enemy. 
Bring  the  precursor  of  war,  war  must  begin  where,  the  embarg 
ends.  If  jl  does  Hot,  the  embargo  is  improper  ami  premature 
Now,  sir,  unless  you  are  prepared  to  go  to  war  in  less  than  sixty 
days  you  cannot  justify  a measure  which  operates  with  such  cruel 
; severity  on  the  state  of  Ne\v-York,  and  particularly  on  my  imme- 
4liute, constituents,  wlio  state  to  y ou  the  immense  loss  they  must 
. sustain  if  it  be  continued.  I ask  gentlemen,  bow  tin  y will  justify 
themselves  to  the  memorialists  tor  denying  their  petition.  Sir, 
cannot  goto  war  within  sixty  days.  1 mean  not  to  offend  gentle* 
Mien,  or  to  rouse  their  feelings,  but  it  is  impossible  that  we  can 
go  to  war  at  the  expiration  of  the  embargo.  I speak,  sir,  of  active 
oin  usive  war ; such  a war  as  that  is  wholly  out  of  the  question. 
This  being  so,  ?s  it  wise,  is  ii  just,  to  distn  ss  and  ruin  so  many  of 
your  people  by  suffering  the  produce  which  they  pray  your  per- 
mission to  export,  to  moukler  and  perish  in  their  granaries  ? Cer- 
tai.ly  not,  $ir;  you  quglit  to  grant  their  petition.  T here  is  no 
escape  from  this  argument.  And,  sir,  am  I not  correct  in  saving 
that  you.  are  not  prepared  to  go  to  war  ? What,  is  the  state  of  your 
fortifications?  Where  are  your  armies,  your  navy ? Have  you 
money?  No,  sir,  rely  upon  it  there  will  be,  there  can  be  no  war. 
active  offensive  war,  within  sixty  days.  Whatever  may  bethought 
of  it  here,  the  people  Know  chat,  we  cannot,  go  to  war,  at  thq  expi- 
ration of  the  embargo.  The  petitioners  do  not  believe  that  you 
wiil  attempt  it.  They  think  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Randolph)  that  tor  the  government  to  go  to  war  in  our  pre- 
sent unprepared  state,  would  be  little  short  of  an  act  of  treason. 
Thinking  as  I do,  sir,  of  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the 
gentlemen  vvho  are  now  the  lords  of  the  ascendant  in  this  house, 
and  respecting  the  intelligence  at  id  patriotism  of  the  cabinet,  1 
cannot  bi  iieve,  that  we  are  to  commence  the  war  without  any  of 
the  nec  essary  jn  . gns  for  carrying  it  on  ; without  ;v.t  army,  without 
a naval  fortv,  without  -money.  T o go  to  war  under  such  circum- 
stances would  necessarily  bring  upon  us- shame,  disgrace,  and  tk- 
feat.  The  people  are  unvvilli  :.g  >,o  believe  that  you  are.  going  to 
war  imun diately.  Yon  are  not  prepared  now,  and  long  before  you 
can  be  prepared  the.  produce  of  the  country  may  exported  and 
thp  avails  of  it  brought., home.  The  alleged  policy  and  ueerssitv 
of  an  embargo,  there  tore,  do  not  exist, anil  the  memorialists  ought 
to  he  relieved.  You  .may  declare,  war  at  the  expiration  of  the 
embargo  or  sooner*  but  what  then,  sir?  Rely  upon  it,  l repeat  it, 
you  will  haw  no  war.  active  oriensive  war.  Rut.  war  declared,  the 
produce  oft  he  country  that  may  be  tit  for  exportations  will  still 
’ b< Embargoed  by  the  fear  the  owherswill  of  course  ha  ve  of  the 
enemas  cruiser*  tliatwill  then  hover 


■arts  of 

the  people  with  you  when  you  are  about  to  enter  into  the  conflict, 
than  to  alienate  them  from  you  ? You  cannot  go  to  v without 
the  people.  No  sir,  it  will  be  better  to  conciliate  a people, 
who  must  necessarily  bear  so  much  of  the  privations,  burthens  and 
calamities  of  the  war,  the  p opic  of  a state  so  much  exposed  to 
the  enemy.  I hope  the  ho.  se  will  seriously  eor.sider  this  memorial 
and  not  reject  it  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  which  cannot  fail  to  o&nci  and  wound  the  feelings  of 
the  memorialists. 

Mr.  Boyd  said  he  wished  to  make  a few  observations  on  the  morion 
now  before  t he  bouse  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  until  the  fourth  oi  July  next*  I did  not  intend  to  advocate 
sticiia  measure,  nor  do  I think  that  the  congress  cav.  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners ; but  tiicreis  a propriety  in  pits-  rving  a decent 
respect  to  so  respectable  a petition,  with  others  ot  the  same  tenor 
already  referred.  We  should  do  wdl  to  consider  what  the  feeling* 
of  the  petitioners  will  be  if  treated  in  this  manner*  We  all  know, 
at  least  a great  j/iany  of  us,  what  were  our  feelings  on  t!:eix  forma- 
tion of  our  petitions  [prior  to  the  revolution]  ,:.eing  treated  with 
contempt  and  disrespect?  Sir,  my  intention  in  laying  that 
embargo  was  w it :i  a double  view,  tne  one  to  save  and  secure 
our  property  from  the  grasp  of  the  proposed  enemy,  the  other  to 
keep  from  iiqr  those  supplies  that  w ill,  or  would- enable  her  to  be 
better  able  to  prosecute  a war.  I think  that  tins  petition  with  the 
others  ou  Lie  same  subject  of  the  embargo  ought  to  be  committed 
to  a select  committee  or  the  committee  of  commerce  and  maiuk- 
ihctnres  with  instructions  to  report  to  the  house  tlieir  opinion— net 
to  repeal  the  embargo,  but  assign  the  reasons  why  it  was  expedient 
to  iay  it  and  tlie  reasons  of  the  impropriety  of  a repeal  at  this 
time.  Such  acour  is  due  to  the  petitioners  , it  would  be  treating 
them  with  the  reg  due  to  numerous  and  decent  petitions.  If 
you  cannot  grant  t:  n their  prayer,  at  least  deign  to  assign  your 
reasons.  Tins  they  expect  and  1 think  have  a right  to,  and  I also 
think  it  would  be  the  soundest  policy;  I- therefore  move  that  this, 
petition,  together  with  all  the  others  on  the  same  street,  be  com- 
mitted to  the  committee  of  commerce  ami  manufactures,  and  that 
they  be  directed  to  report  to  the  house  their  opinion. 

[The  speaker  decided  That  the  motion  was  not  now  in  order, 
another  motion  being pending-J 

Mr.  The  objects  ana  design  of  the  memorial  are  to  per-  1 

suadeaud  obtain  a repeal  of  the  embargo  Uw.  b this  house  pre- 
pared to  repeal  that  law  ? or  are  .tu  x members  thereof  prepared  to 
excite  a continuance  of  the  d;  jusory  hopes  w Inch  seem  to  ptvt  ail  ? 
from  whence  have  these  hopes  arisen  ? Let  tltyse,  if  any  su ;*}>.  li texts 
be,  who  excited  those  hopes,  be  responsible  for. the  effects.  If  any 
section  of  citi/.ois  wiii  in  such  case  act,  with  themselves'  be  it  , ;f 
injury  occurs  by  a conduct  bottomed  on  particular  opinion— an 
opinion  contrary  to  the  reason  of  things,  pet  severed  i.iuho  against . 
evidence,  the  laws  are  not  censurable. 

In  this  memorial  the  word  n:icn  is  used.  If  by  this  word  is 
tnehnt  the  congress,  executive  and  judiciary  of  the  United  Sums, 
or  either  of  them,  it  is  apprehended  that  the  use  of  that  term  in  that 
signification,  however  well  it  may  apply  to  buy  foreign  govern- 
ment, ran  have  no  relation  to  the  governmont  of  the  United  aiat  ?,*  fa 
or  to  any  departments  of  tout  gov  einn.vr.t.  They  who  admit. is.,  jl  •- 
the  Said  several  departments,  and  perform  the  duties  belonging  ™ 

-ac’a  of  them,  are  the  feprescntdtivtfcs,  not  the  rulers,  ol  ' people. 

I'he  people  are  sovereign,  from  them  emanates  all  pov.  -r ; they 
are  the  true  ruins— they  create  and  annihilate  the  power  h-  id  by 
those  whom  the  memorial  designates  rulers.  It  apm  ars  difficult 
to, eradicate  ideas  springing  from  monarchical  principles,  mid  more 
especially  if  the  mind  is.  habituated  to  the  couteinpfotion  of  the  n*. 

The  word  rulers  in  the  sense  used  in  the  memorial  is  anlmrreut  to 
the  constitution  of  this  government— and  it  would  be  well  if  the 
uf  it  in  tout  sense  was  oinittt 


...  . on  opr  coast.  Sir.  gcutlemei 

Mini  bud  n impossible  to  satisfy  the- petitioners  that  congress  caul  That  all  popular  governments  are  bottomed  on  the  people,  and 
be  justified  in  revising  to  listen  to  their  prayers.  The  gentleman'  ought  to  b«  exercised  for  the  good  of  is  a oxfo**  as 
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cdd  as  the  (T.'istoncc  of  popular  governments;  Whatever  the  nuin- , 
ber  or  periods  of  popular  governments  heretofore  nave  been,  tiiej 
government  of  the  United  States  at  *■  present  day  appears  to  be 
She  only  existing  popular  government. ; consequently,  to  it  is  appli- 
cable in  a peculiar  manner,  that  it  might  to  be  exercised  for  tin 
good  of  all.  The  interest,  and  benefit  of  the  greatest  number  are 
therefore  to  be  contemplated  and  cherished,  although  that  might 
produce  some  partial  ill.  This  will  apply  to  nearly  every  law 
enacted,  and  such  application  is  not  hew  . The  embargo  law  has 
been  for  several  weeks  in:  opt  ration ; and  if  the  opinion  of  the  citi- 
zens relative  to  that  law  is  to  be  formed  by  a comparison  of  the 
numbers  petitioning  against  fl*c  embargo  law,  with  the  numbers 
of  those  who  have  not  petitioned,  the  inference  is*  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  are  satisfied  that  the  law  is  expedient,  because 
the  number  petitiorangxs  small  indeed,  and  bears  little  proportion 
to  the  numbers  who  have  not  petitioned.  Hence  it  follows  that 
there  is  evidence  manifesting  that  the  embargo  law  contains  a prin- 
ciple Operating  for  the  general  good.  At  the  time  the  law  alluded 
to  w as  enacted,  they  w ho  were  in  favor  of  it  believed  that  it  would 
operate  tor  the  interest  of  this  nation  ; that  it  would  to  a certain 
extent  be  a means  of  pt*  serving  American  seamen  from  slavery, 
and  the  property  of  American  citizens  from  robbery ; that  it  might 
operate  as  a cautionary  notice  to  mercantile  men,  warning  them 
that  the  times  were  dangerous,  and  advising  not  to  hazard  men 
or  property  on  the  ocean.  Since  the  day  that  law  was  made, 
no  circumstance  lias  occurred  to  alter  or  changT  the  reason  of  the 
law,  or  to  shew  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed.  Almost  every  clay 
brings  information  that  seamen  .are* impressed  and  property,  neu- 
tral property  of  this  nation,  unlawfully  and  wrongfully  taken.  It 
is  in  the  mean  time  admitted,  that  the  law*  will  more  or  less  affect 
every  section  of  the  union.  But  it  is  presumed,  that  its  operation 
will  effect  a national  benefit,  more  especially  when  it  operates  as 
r,  preparatory  to  war.  It  is  urged,  that  the  language  used  in  the 
memorial  is  respectful  and  that  the  memorialists  are  very  respecta- 
ble. AH  that  is  admitted,  but  that  will  mg  go  to  prove  that  the 
prayer  of  the  memorial  ought  to  be  granted.  It  prays  for  a repeal 
or-  I’nodilicr-tirin  of  the  embargo  law,  because  of  the  great  quantity 
of  product  shut  up  in  a particular  section.  It  would  be  gratifying 
indeed  if  the  case  w as  otherwise.  But  tiii3  is  one  of  those  circum- 
stances which  generally  are  consequential  to  laws  of  a similar 
nature,  and  which  when  put  in  competition  with  the  general  safety 
will  partially  remain  until  the  proper  remedy  is  applied.  It  is 
true,  that  the  mctiou'gees  to  set  aside  the  memorial,  but  for  that  it 
is  not  a dei^al  generally  of  relief;  the  national  legislature  will  no 
give  that  relief  which  the  present  state  of  things  requires, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  memorialists  will  confide  in  the  legislature 
of  this  union,  that  the  proper  remedy  at  a proper  time  will  be 
applied.  Whether  Uiis  nation  will  be  ready  or  not  to  go  to  war 
within  60  days,  is  not  at  present. necessary  to  undertake  to  show  : 
This  consideration  is  respecting  a motion  to  postpone  a memorial, 
and  does  not  necessarily  involve  the  question  for  being  prepared  to 
go  to  war.  Little  by  me,  said  Mr.  11.  as  yet  has  been  said  on  the 
subject  of  war— and  present  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  ; a day 

may  be  when  it  may  he  otherwise. 

It  is  urged  that  they  do  not  believe  the  United  States  can  goto  war. 
Well,  if  they  do  not  believe,  and  will  act  accordingly,  with  them- 
jl'-ycs  be  it,  or.  themseh  cs  be  the  consequence.  Several  laws  have 
been  enacted  during  the  present  session,  hearing  strong  evuhnee 
in  themselves,  that  they  are  preparatory  to  war,  carrying  with  them 
also  evidence  that  the  United  States  can  goto  war  at  a time  when 
tjiie  unprovoked  injuries  inflicted  by  a foreign  nation  venders  war 
necessary— but  they  will  not  believe  that  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment of* this  nation  is  sincere  in  respect  to  war— well  then,  that 
they’ who  will  not  believe  may  be  convinced  if  possible,  let  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial  be  postponed  until  the  fourth 
day  of  July  next.  Let  this  evidence  of  sincerity,  in  addition  to  all 
tjlose  already  offered,  be  afforded. 

The  agreeing  to  this  motion  will  not  ruin  the  people.  If  I 
thought-  said  Mr.  R.  it  would  have  that  effect,  far  from  me  would 
be  a disposition  to  persist  in  it.  Several  memorials  of  a similar 
nature  have  been  postponed  to  the  same  fourth  day  of  July  next, 
and  certainly  the  memorial  ought  to  go  the  same  way.  I hove  no 
inclination  to  injure  any  person  ; the  memorialists  are  all  believed 
to  be  worthy,  but  that  consideration  affects  not.  the  question. 

Mr.  Randolph,  said  that  to  a stranger  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
American  house  of  representatives  it  might  appear  strange  that  a 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  an  act  similar  to  that  now  under  consi- 
deration, of  an  act  so  important  in  its  consequences,  should  first 
taSte  place  on  a motion  to  refer  a petition  from  people  complaining 
of  the  grievances  of  that  act  ; and  yet  he  believed  substantially 
such  was  i;  :irly  the  fact— for  it  could  hardly  be  said  that  the  act 
was  passed on  the  ground  of  any  informatipnproperly  derived  from 
other  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government,  or  from  any  argu- 
ments advanced  in  its  favor  on  this  floor.  To  one  to  whom  the 
character  of  the  times  was  unknown,  it  would  appear  astonishing, 
with  the  general  apathy  prevailing  in  this  house  and  out  of  it,  that 
a slpoiberiiig  legislature  and  a people  stupified  under  the  effects 
of  tins  powerful  political  narcotic,  the  embargo,  should  have  their 
dreams  disturbed  by  the  thought  of  war.  War ! when,  as  a gentle- 
man has  justly  asked,  where  are  the  moans  to  carry  it  on  J Not 
that  I doubt,  sir,  said  Mr.  K.  that  there  will  be.  war  ; for  I am 
myself  precisely  in  a situation  similar  to  what  would  have  been 
that,  of  one  of  the  unfortunate  people  of  Carat  cas,  if  preadvised 
of  the  danger  which  overhung  his  country— I know  that  we  are 
on  the  brink  of  some  dreadful  scourge — some  great  desolation- 
some  awful  visitation  from  that  power  whom  I am  afraid  we  have 
taken,,  as  yet,  in  our  national  capacity,  no  means  to  conciliate.— 
I t’other  civilized  people,  if  the  other  nations  of  Christendom,  have  not 
escaped,  what  reason  have  we  to  suppose  that  we  shall  be  preserved 
from  the  calamities  which  Providence  has  thought  fit  to  inflict  on 
those  nations  which  have  ventured  to  intermingle  in  the  conflict 
now.  going  oil  1ft  Europe  ? 


But  let  me,  sir,  if  I can,  confine  myself  to  the  merits  of  rhis  po» 

1 tition  ; and,  that  I may  be  strictly  in  order,  bring  my  discourse  to 
the  level  of  the  insipidity  of  the  court  Gazette.  Amidst  this  fresh 
cry  of  war,  the  sound  “ restrictive  system”  struck  my  ear  with 
dreadful  apprehension.  Restrictive  system ! Yes,  sir,  there’s  the 
rub.  The  embargo,  engendered  from  a fortuitous  concourse  be-  Jj 
tween  the  executive  and  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  has  Jfc 
beeh  laid  as  the  precursor  of  war  and  not  as  a restrictive  measure  ; w 
and  yet  it  is  defended  in  this  house,  if  not  by  the  same  arguments  m 
certainly  by  the  same  feeling  which  supported  the  celebrated  em-  ■> 
bargo  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  administration.  In  this  there  it  iu  my  A 
judgment  the  most  manifest  inconsistency.  An  embargo  laid  on  S 
the  same  principle  as  that  laid  by  Mr.  Jefferson  might  be  defended  J 
by  such  as  deemed  it  constitutional  and  wise,  and  might  be  stretch-  m 
ed  to  the  utmost  extent  to  give  a fair  trial  *to  the  experiment.—  j 
But  not  so  with  that  laid  on  a recent  occasion.  That  was  a sort  of  . 
chance  medley;  it  came  nobody  knows  whence,  ami  nobody  i 
knows  how.  Now,  for  its  operation— I say  that  as  a precursor  of  ' 
war  its  operation  is  manifestly  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  ' 
the  country.  In  the  character  under  which  it  affects  to  pass,  it  is, 

, if  not  an  imposture,  at  least  utterly  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for  ^ 
which  its  friends  say  it  is  intended.  It  is  nothing'  more  than  a sort  j 
of  never-eiul  to  the  old  system  of  restriction — it  is  something  like  | 
what  the  Rump  Parliament  in  the  days  of  Cromwell  was  to  all  j 
, the  parliaments  which  preceded  it— it  is  pork  still  without  evtn 
changing  the  sauce.  I shall  not  step  out  of  the  way  to  prove,  as  , 
unquestionably  I might,  that  the  operation  of  the  other  part  of 
the  restrictive  system  has  been  manifestly  injurious  to  the  agricul*  j 
; tural  and  commercial  interests  ; for,  although  Hour  was  before  the  ’ 

. embargo  at  ten  dollars,  but  for  the  non-importation  it  would  have  J 
i been  at  twelve— because  our  merchants,  being  prevented  froral 
i bringing  return  cargoes,  sustain  a loss  of  20  per  cent,  in  exchange,! 
s and  of  course  cannot  give  so  much  for  flour  by  20  per  cent,  as  if  ; 

■ the  restriction  did  not  exist ; indeed  by  more,  because  the  merchant  a 
s not  only  suffers  by  the  difference  in  exchange,  but  by  the  loss  of 

l his  usual  profit  oh  a return  cargo.  That  very  difference  of  ex-  j 
change  against  Great  Britain,  which  has  been  vaunted  as  shewing  i 
; the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favor,  was  in  fact  a dead  loss  to  the 

■ American  people.  1 have  heard  it  whispered  on  this  floor  that 

■ flour  yet  bears  a good  price ; that  a, dollar  used  tube  considered  a 
good  price  for  a bushel  of  wheat.  Is  this  an  answer  to  he  given,  j 

; when  government  reduces  its  price  50  per  cent,  in  a night  ? But,, 
sir,  what  is  it  that  keeps  wheat  at  a dollar  and  flour  at  seven  dol*j 
i lars  and  a half?  It  is  this  : the  whole  operation  of  this  system  is  | 

. entirely  upon  the  grower  of  the  commodity,  upon  the  miller  and  j 
• upon  him  who  purchased  previous  to  the  laying  of  the  embargo) 
and  was  unable  to  get  his  commodity  out.  It  diminishes  the  price , 

■ here  two,  three  or  four  dollars  a barrel,  it  has  the  effect  again  to  i 
raise  the  price  abroad  perhaps  as  much,  making  a difference,  be-  ] 

, tween  the  price  before  and  after  the  embargo,  of  from  five  to  severe  '• 
i dollars  a barrel.  I speak  from  no  theory,  but  from  as  authentic! 

: commercial  information  as  any  in  the  nation  when  I say,  that  i£  j 
any  persons  wish  to  export. flour,  vessels  from  the  eastern  states  j 
can  be  got  to  clear  out  coast-wise,  take  all  risks  on  themselves,  and  ■ 
put  that  flour  in  any  port  named  by  the  person  chartering  the  | 

■ vessels,  for1  a less  sum  per  barrel  than  the  difference  in  price  bo  : 

: tween  flour  here  and  abroad ; in  some  cases  for  less  than  the  dit-  ? 
ferenee  in  price  here  before  and  since  the  embargo.  This  is  the  y 
actual  state  of  things.  The  original  grower  of  the  article  and  the  .5 
miller  therefore  suffer  almost  exclusively. 

Let  us  take  it  in  another  point  of  view.  I*  is  true,  as  the  peti- j 
tiouers  have  stated,  and  pity  it  is  that  it  is  true,  that  the  Hudson;! 
and  northern  rivei-s  have  been  blocked  up  all  the  spring  by  ice, 1 
whilst  the  southern  rivers  have  been  open.  But,  sir,  is  that  ail  the) 
difference  in  the  relative  hardship  of  the  embargo  ? For  my  part,*! 

I can  conceive  nothing  more  iniquitous  in  principle  than  the  law  j 
in  operation.  The  embargo  is  at  Baltimore  and  Alexandria  for, 
90  days  ; m New-Orleans  for  how  many  ? It  is  here  in  its  fullope-J 
ration  from  the  day  of  its  .imposition  to  the  3d  day  of  July  ; ire  j 
New-Orleans  it  went  into  operation  perhaps  about  four  weeks  after; 
it  went  into  operation  here.  The  people  here  are  suffering  undew 
the  pressure  of  the  embargo  for  90  days,  whilst  the  people  of  New-? 
Orleans,  to  whom  you  are  lavishly  giving  almost  every  tiling  yoti] 
have,  will  be  embargoed  for  only  sixty  days.  This  is  a most  un-1 
just,  and  as  respects  the  federative  system,*  a most  iniquitous  dis-J 
tinetion. 

, For  my  part,  sir,  I cannot  help  looking  at  the  signs  of  the  times.) 

I see  a parallel  that  runs  almost  on  all-fours  between  these  days 
and  the  days  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Grenville  and  lord  North 
in  England,  and  the  last  days  of  the  administration  of  John  AdamsJ 
I see  the  same  disrespect  to  the  voice  of  the  people— the  same  con? 
tempt  with  which  their  humble  remonstrances  are  treated  ; for  I 
pronounce  it  to  be  a contempt  to  say  that  we  will  take  their  case 
into  consideration  at  a time  beyond  which  it  will  be  of  no  avail  t»j 
consider  their  petitions— like  a physician,  who,  when  sent  to  by' 
you  for  ad  vice  and  relief  ip  a dangerous  disease,  should  send  you' 
word  he  would  come  and  see  you  in  the  next  century. 

But  are  the  effects  which  I have  endeavored  to  pourtray  the' 
only  outs  suffered  from  the  operation  of  this  blister  plaister  tbe 

■ embargo?  Look  at  your  export  of  provisions : the  last  year  but  one 
it  was  ten  millions— the  last  year  more  than  double  that  amount.  Is 
there  any  man  at  all  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  the  course  of 
trade  who  does -not  believe  that  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1312 
has  far  exceeded  any  other  quarter  of  any  preceding  year?  He? 
cannot.  And  in  this  situation,  in  the  most  flourishing  trade  ever 
carried  on  in  these  great  commodities,  in  the  staff  of  life,  in  the 
principal  article  we  have  to  sell ; in  a period  when  commerce  is 
more  flourishing  (except  as  far  as  it  is  impaired  by  our  awn  re* 

. strictions)  than  for  years  before,  we  have  been  called  upon  to  com- 
mit this  political  t'elo  de  sc.  The  operation  of  the  measure  has  been] 
what  I have  mentioned,  and  if  has  the  effect  to  enable  speculators 
; to  combine  and  obtain  produce  at  their  own  prices  to  ship  at  the 
end  of  ninety  days.  The  annual  list  of  our  Exports  of  bread  stuff. 
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of  Itself  a conclusive  argument.  In  the  year  1807  the  bread 
'stuffs  of  this  country  exported  amounted  to  34,100,000  dols.  a great- 
er amount  than  they  had  ever  before  attained.  In  the  succeeding 
- year,  although  fora  part  of  that  year  the  embargo  was  not  in  ope- 
ration—I speak  Of  the  eustom-llouse  year  and  not  of  the  year  from 
the  1st  of  January  to  the  3 1st  of  December— although  the  embargo 
was  not  during  the  whole  year  in  operation,  yet  such  was  its  effect 
that  these  exports  fell  down  to  three  and  a half  millions.  In  the 
year  1809  they  partially  recovered  and  got  up  to  eight  millions  ; in 
1810,  when  trade  began  to  breathe  a little  from  the  effects  of  our 
o\'  a statutes,  they  mounted  to  ten  millions.  In  1811,  as  I said  be- 
fore, they  were  upwards  of  twenty  millions  ; and  in  the  first  quarter 
of  the  present  year,  I hqve  no  hesitation  in  saying  they  exceeded 
the  export  in  the  same  period  of  any  year  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  government  to  the  present  day.  And  in  this  situation 
we  have  laid  an  embargo— as  a precursor  to  war,  it  is  said.  If  so,  it 
.should  he  shewn  how  it  adds  one  single  man  to  our  army,  a single 
gun  to  our  forts,  a single  sailor  to  our  navy,  or  a shilling  to  the  trea- 
sury. As  the  reverse  is  self-evidently  true", it  follows  of  course  if  we 
do  not  mean  to  gdto  war,  that  we  ought  to  .shake  off  this  night- 
mare which  is  palsying  all  the  operations  of  the  government  and  the 
li  elings  of  the  people.  All  the  excitement  vve  see  in  this  nation, 
all  tiie  talk  of  war, is  that  produced  on  the  people  in  consequence 
of  the  oppressive  acts  of  the  party  in  power,  of  the  pressure  pro- 
duced by  their  own  government— like  that  produced  by  the  sedition 
act,  the  alien  act  and  the  eight  per  cent,  loans  of  Mr."  Adams’s  ad- 
ministration, the  excitement  is  among  those  who  are  opposed  to 
them.  Go  to  war,  without  money,  without  men,  without  a navy ! 
Go  to  war  when  you  have  not  tlie  courage,  Whilst  your  lips  utter 
* war,”  to  lay  war  taxes ! When  your  whole  courage  is  exhibited  in 
passing  resolutions!  The  people  will  not  believe  it.  The  gentle- 
man from  New-York  has  well  said  that  it  is  not  the  conduct  of  the 
minority,  but  of  the  house  itself  and  of  the  government— and  I 
might  goon  and  add  of  the  government  prints— of  the  most  violent 
government  prints,  which  have  impressed  the  people  with  an  idea 
that  there  was  to  be  no  war.  I said  on  a late  occasion  on  this  floor 
with  much  diffidence  of  the  state  of  my  information  when  I differ- 
ed from  the  very  extraordinary  man  at  the  head  of  the  treasury, 
that  I could  not  be  brought  to  believe  that  he  could  obtain  money 
at  the  legal  interest;  and  experience  bears  me  out  in  that  opinion. 
1 he  first  loan,  only  for  eleven  millions,  has  failed,  and  in  so  far  as  it 
has  failed,  has  east  disgrace  on  the  credit  of  the  country.  If  the 
first  loan  at  the  commencement  of  j our  war,  when  trade  is  embar- 
rassed, and  monied  men  not  knowing  what  to  do  with  their  money, 
eannot  be  filled,  how  will  you  obtain  the  succeeding  loans  ? The 
reason  why  the  public  mind  is  impressed  with  an  opinion  that  there 
win  be  no  war,  is,  because  the  public  are  totally  unaware  of  the 
high  price  at  which  this  households  its  own  consistency— that  the 
ruin  of  the  nation  weighs  nothing  in  the  scale  against  it.  The  rea- 
son why  the  public  mind  has  been  impressed  w ith  an  idea  that  there 
would  be  no  war,  is  not  the  breaking  up  or  down  of  this  or  that  sy  s- 
tem of  restriction,  but  they  must  have  been  blind  and  deaf  not  u> 
have  seen  that  there  has  not  been,  from  the  beginning  of  the  session 
to  this  day.  any  system  at  all.  It  is  notorious,  and  is  as  well  known 
tothe  well  informed  gentlemen  in  this  house  as  to  anv  gentleman 
in  this  nation.  There  has  beenjnothing  like  a system ; and  the  bill  that 
passed  this  house  a few  days  ago  in  relation  to  the  war  department, 
proves  there  has  been  no  system.  Passing  resolutions  to  lay  taxes 
by  overwhelming  majorities,  and  letting  them  lie  on  the  table  and 
relying  on  the  scanty  resource  of  borrowing,  which  has  failed,  proves 
that  you  have  no  system — and  yet,  sir,  I do  not  mean  to  say  that 
you  will  not  have  war  ; but  with  the  gentleman  from  New-York  I 
will  say,  because  I know  it,  that  you  have  neither  army,  ships,  sea- 
men nor  system.  Under  these  circumstances,  $ir,  you  may  have 
war. 

That  one  of  the  two  great  belligerents  with  whom  we  are  about 
to  come  into  contact,  can  have  no  objection  to  see  all  our  ships  and 
•seamen  driven  by  the  operation  of  this  law  within  her  grasp  ; for 


sailors  who  have  received  fifty-four  dollars  a month  to 
not  receive  fifty-fourdollarsa  month  to  come  back 
be  very  little  need  of  a hot  press  on  the  riv 
Lifty  to  man  tbe  British  navy.  S 
our  property  all  driven  hv  our  ow 
sor  to  war ; nor  can  she,  if  her  ord 
tear  of  rivalry  in  trade  fre  ‘ 
jection  to  see  that  spirit  iai 
ver  of  embargo. 

My  own  opinion 
to  war,  we  should  1 
and  worthy  chairing 
home.*  We  si 
the  supply  w 
graceful  situai 
borrow  njon«i 
taxes  should 
taken  after 
war  which  si 
vernment,  and 
seemed  that  a: 
fqr  a war  by 
protection  oftl) 
tne.se  circumsta: 
rapine,  and  all  t 
toeventuate  in  n 
gri  if,  when  we 
forthwith  to  bu 
in  an  army,  and  w 
carried  on  by  the  e.\ 

I venture’to  affir 
the  spring  of  1800 
thereafter  very  soon 
jiortentous  of  tlie  des 
support  ydu  in  wliate 


done  so  in  1799  and  1800.  They  would  then  have  gone  with  the 
government  to  war,  if  tiny  had  been  sensible  that  the  national  in- 
terest required  it.  But  you  cannot  stem  the  current  of  popular 
sentiment  ; you  cannot  drive  the  American  people  into  measures 
which  they  see,  and  which  they  feel  to  be  subversive  of  their  best 
interests. ' They  will  speak  and  you  must  hear.  It  has  been  the 
ease  from  time  immemorial  with  all  governments— they  iihve  al- 
ways exhibited  a proneness  u>  turn  a deaf  ear  to  the  complaints 
of  the  people.  Some  mouareks  have  even  shut  themselves  up  in 
their  palaces,  and  refused  to  let  the  people  see  their  faces.  What 
was  the  consequence  ? Every  thing  wiiuout  v.  as  discord  and  con* 
fusion;  and  one  oftlie  most  remar. yi file  of  whom  we  read  had  to 
set  fire  to  the  house  over  his  head,  from  the  effects  cf  his  effemina- 
cy and  deafness  to  the  voice  of  the  people  over  w hom  he  presided. 

I have  seen  one  revolution  in  the  councils  oftlie  nation,  and  Ido 
not  want  to  see  another  brought  about  by  the  operation  of  laws,  as 
cruel,  as  impolitic  ami  wild, "as  destitute  of  rational  policy  as  the 
one  now'  under  consideration.  Whatever  may  be  the  determination 
oftlie  government,  whether  peace  or  quail  war,  I believe  wc  shall 
consult  the  interest  oftlie  people,  Of  the  nation,  and  consequently 
of  the  government  by  an  immediate  repeal  of  the  act  in  question, 
which  every  man  sees  is  inadequate  to  the  purposes  which  it  osten- 
sibly undertakes  to  answer. 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  however  parliamentary  a discussion  of  om‘ 
foreign  relations  might  be  upon  the  postponement  of  a petition  to 
a certain  period,  he  could  not  believeit  either  tlmelv  or  interesting* 
If  the  house  were  notified  of  such  a debate,  or  could  anticipate  it, 
then  members  would  not  be  taken  by  surprise.  He  said  be  did  not 
rise  with  a view  to  answer  all  the  remarks  fuat  had  been  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph,)  as  he  had  taken  no 
memorandum,  nor  did  he  expect  to  have  made  a single  remark  ; 
but  the  character  of  some  observations  would  compel  Itim  to  ask; 
the  indulgence  of  the  house  a very  tew  minutes.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  has  reminded  us  of  the  signs  in  the  north,  the  elec- 
tions of  Massachusetts  and  New-York.  He  supposed,  the  change 
which  had  been  alluded  to  would  not  give  any  uneasiness  to  the 
gentleman,  if  we  judged  from  his  opposition  to  the  measures  of 
the  present  administration.  He  presum;  d,  theref  .re,  that  the 
house  w as  not  reminded  of  these  political  signs  as  admonitions  to 
change  their  course  of  measures,  with  a view  of  sustaining  the 
popularity  of  the  present  majority  in  congress  and  the  administra- 
tion— but  to  give  a greater  impulse  to  that  opposition  which  is 
manifest  from  those  jilaces— ; as  to  those  elections  he  would  state  that 
the  people  had  their  rights,  and  he  did  not  w ish  to  encroach  upon 
them,  and  he  hoped  they  would  elect  whom  they  pleased,  fids 
was  a government  of  the  people,  and  if  a majority  of  the  nation 
thought  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  then  indeed  the  time 
w ould  soon  come  when  he  and  those  in  the  opposition,  witRv.  hum 
he  seemed  in  most  cases  to  act,  would  come  into  power,  and  they 
might,  pursue  a different  course  of  measures,  as  they  seemed  to 
agree  very  well  in  what  course  that  should  he—retra<  i/ig  oar  steps » 
But  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  shouM  be  disappointed,  o:  which 
Mr.  J.  said  he  had  little  doubt,  that  the  present  majority  would  not 
only  retain  their  present  popularity  and  pursue  the  course  they  had 
marked  out  for  themselves,  hut  meet  the  support  of  the  people. 

But  the  same  gentleman  says,  we  have  laik-d  in  negotiating  the 
loan— and  therefore  disgrace  lias  fallen  upon  us  He  did  not  not 
know,  whence  such  information  w as  derived.  Sufficient  time  had 
not  elapsed  to  know  the  extent  of  the  success  in  obtaining  n loan, 
and  only  two  days  bad  been  given  to  try  the  experiment.  But,  Mr. 
J.  said,  he  would  venture  the  assertion,  that  tlie  loan  had  succeeded 
vyell,  and  beyond  expectation,  taking  into  view  the  violent  opposi- 
tion that  had  been  made  to  it  by  certain  men  in  tlie  United  States, 
discouraging  every  individual  and  institution, that  could  be  operated 
upon  by  their  misrepresentations,  not  to  subscribe.  It  w as  a lory 
opposition,  of  which  lie  spoke,  in  the  cities  and  sea-ports;  and  an 
opposition  which  would  not  he  quite  so  bold  and  powerful  in  a 
time  of  war ; and  he  trussed  in  that  hesyen.  to  which  the  gentler;,  an 
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people  was  disregarded,  but  consult'  d,,  goveiTnvms,  particularly  the  American  government.  llehH '•<+ 
'td  a republican  government  was  the  strongest  on  earth  ; and  suc-li 


except  il  was  disre^aid.d  by  tin-  ini.ioi'ltyr-a<.d  while  the  opposi- 
tion members  exercised  their  rights,  and  lie  never  wished  .ro  curtail 
.them,  they  should  recollect  that  the  majority  had  rights  also,  and 
eoulii  not.  necatieo  upon  with  any  propriety  to  abandon  them,  be- 
cause the  eoreftituoiit*  of  a imuorits  in  the  house  wished  it.  Sucli 
a principle  would  totally  destroy  t.ie  great  fundamental  maxim  of 
all  good  and  rightful  govcnmwiits,  tiuit  a majority  should  govern. 
In-  was  willing  tuerefove, that  the impartial  world  should  judge  of 
the  propriety  or  c-ojirecimss  of  Such  a charge,  and  he  would  proceed 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman from  Virginia  against  the  embargo. 
Kc  would  ask.  whethe  r the  gentleman  supposed  that  a measure  so 
well  understood  would  be  arandotied  by  tne  house  to-day  lor  any  ar- 
gument winch  could  be  urg  d— a measure  so  recently  adopted, "and 
one  which  had  been  the  s.prjeet  of  examination,  of  applause  arid 
invective  for  more  than  tl u -.e. years  ? Me  presumed  that  no  such 
calculation  couiil  lie  made.  Bet.  il*»'  gentleman  from  Virginia  not 
oniy  reprobated  tills  mens;. re  in  the  strongest  terms  as  a' coercive 
measure,  a syjfcvAaof  restriction,  but  as  a pivlimiuarv,  the  precur- 
sor'):' war.  it  was  equally  improper,  and  a destructive  measure  ; 
and,  as  a war  measure,  it  couhi  not  be  delended  by  its  advocates. 
Mr..?,  sale  he  recollected  to  have  read  a speech  of  the  gentleman 
himsiit'  on  the  snbicvt  of  an  embargo  'before  iie  had  the.  honor  of 
a seat  in  congress,  in  which  it  was  asserted' that  this  nation  could 
neve  r go  to  war -without  hiving  an  embargo  previously,  and  for  a 
limited  time.  Here,  then  vv  • have  the  authority  of  tbe  gentleman 
himself  many  years  ago,  who  declared  that  an  embargo*  was  not 
oniy  wise  but  iiaiispensable  as  a precursor  of  war;  and  now,  it. 
the* most  iniquitous  system  that  could  have  been  adopted,  even  if 
war  is  intended  upon  its  expiration  ; and  not  oniy  this,  but  it  sub- 
serves t’tv  vh  ws  of  France,  flow  c.m  these  sentiments  and  opinions 
be-  reconciled  with  former  declarations  apd  opinion  as  loan  embar- 
go ? And  who  is  most  consistent,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  who 
believed  it.  1306,  an  embargo  must  always  precede  war,  and  now 
/denounces  such  a measure  as  unwise  and  destructive  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  people;  or  those  who  believed  with  the  gentleman 
in  i A found  who  continue  of  the  same  opinion  to  this  moment, 
and  who  have  actually  made  the  experiment  recommended  by  the 
gviftieinai!  himself*  Mr.  J.  said  lie  Ivafl  adverted  to  this  circum- 
stance on  account  of  the  charge  which  had  been  made  upon  those 
who  had  vottd  for  the  embargo. 

It  was  said  by  tip1  same  gentleman,  that  our  proceedings  reminded 
him  of  the  bays  of  ’S3,  ’99,  ewe.  He  Would  here  again  enquire  of 
the  gentleman  how  it  happened  that  lie  was  in  most- eases  found 
acting  with  those  very  gentlemen  who  approved  the  measures  of 
93—9  and  not  with  thou-  who  disapproved  them  ? 

Is  hot  this  state. of  things  calculated  to  make  os  doubt  the  .simi- 
larity of  these  proceedings  uotwiti, standing. the  sincerity  of  the 
emu-ary  belief?  But,  to  proceed — T he  gentleman  thought  he  hud 
a presentiment  of  some  gr-  -.t  calamity,  which  was  hanging  over 
tins  nation.  Mr.  Johnson  dki  not  pre-tmd  to  prophesy  of  events, 
more  especially  of  any  calamitous  visitation  of  Brovid -nee,  but  he 
would  suite  that  in  his  opinion,  the  annals  of  the  world  could  not 
give  «o  instanct  equal  to  tbatpf  a free  people  in  the  successful  .en- 
joyment of  all  the  blessings  of  character,  property,  rights,  honor 
a.  il  liberty,  with  means  to  maintain  them  ami  their  independence, 
meanly,  treasonably  and  ignominiouslv  sculkmg  irom  tiie  danger 
of  such  a contest  and. -submit  ting  to  a system  oi  insult  and  injury, 
of  encroach  merit  and  foreign  domination  which  would  end  in  tile 
a:  vdhiiauo.i  or'  every  object  for  which  a free  government  was  in- 
stituted- And  although  he  thought  a republic  should  iove  peace 
ami  encourage  an  attachmt:  t to  that  desirable  State  oi  things  above 
ail  earthly  blessings  except  that  oi'  liberty,  he  Imped  tour,  when  that 
it  - e -f  i jewel  was  the  prize  of  contest  eVery  other  consideration 
wen, id  vkib  tu  its  niilueuce.  In  fact  this  is  "the  real  situation  of 
the  Ui-i!-d  3.  a res.-- A loye  of  pence  brought  rtiem  to  the  brink  of 
ruin  ; th.-ir  ufo-rif-s  arejn  danger;  and  necessity  now  drives  them 
to  take  up  amis  to  avenge  wrongs  and  mraju  their  lost  reputation* 
am  tom  -e  m.  PMi.v.’g  to 


was  the  opinion  of  tiie  illustrious  Je»Tvrson,  one  of  the  greatest  and 
best  mfen  on  earth.  He  knew  the  people  were  ready,  able  and 
illing  to  defend  their  rights  and  maintain  their  independence. 

But  calculations  have  been  made,  by  the  gentleman  of  Virginia, 
as  to  the  influence  of  the  embargo,  as  to  the  prices  ofyour  produce, 
flour,  &e.  It  will  not  be  d,  nied,  that  the  embargo  ought  not  to 
have  been  laid  without  a most  evident  necessity  ; nor  ought  any 
other  restrictions  without  the  very  best  reasons.  But  because  the 
embargo  had  an  influence  upon  produce,  was  that  alone  a good 
argument  against  it?  The  same  argument  would  have  applied 
with  double  force  in  the  time  of  the  revolution,  when  the  3 pence 
upon  a pound  of  tea  was  the  immediate  cause  of  opposition  to  his 
Britannic  majesty  in  the  revolution.  He  would  not  say  it  was  the 
sole  cause  of  ll>e  revolution.  Ho,  it  was  part  of  a sy  stem  of  op- 
pression, which  had  commenced  many  years  before;  much  like 
that  which  has  been  pursued  ever  since.  Principle  and  not  profit 
determined  the  patriots  of  that  day.  They  might  have  been  told 
of  the  high  price  of  produce  and  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  the 
perils  of  war  : and  indeed  they  might  have  anticipated  the  80,000 
lives  which  were  lost  in  that  great  conflict,  and  the  #0,000,000  dob. 
of  public  debt,  and  the  depreciation  of  paper  money  and  property 
to  tilt  .amount  of  100  million  of  dollars  more.  But  these. argu- 
ments would  not  a vail' when  the  alternative  was  political  slavery  on 
one  band,  and  liberty  and  independence  on  the  other.  Had  this 
policy  governed,  the  independence  of  the  United  States  would 
never  havc.existed.  He  said,  as  much  as  he  was  opposed  to  war  if 
it  could  be  avoided,  and  as  much  as  he  Valued  life,-  and  lie  had 
numerous  friends  and  connections  which made  existence  as  valua- 
ble to  him  as  any  other  man— still  he  set  a double  value  upon  it  in 
the  hope  antieinated  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  before 
many  weeks  of"  voting  for  war 6r letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
against  a nation  which  had  attempted  for  more  than  20  years  to 
destroy  the  happiness  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  seemed  determined  not  to  be  satisfied  with  any 
thing  short  of  absolute  subjugation.  The  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia savs  the  majority  have  no  system that  they  have  not  voted 
the  taxes ; that  if  war  was  the  object,  the  taxes  should  first  be 
laid.  As  the  gentleman  was  opposed  not  only  to  all  preparation 
fur  wltyV  but  to  the.  ways  and  mentis  to  carry  on  the  war,  he  could 
not  suppose  that,  his  plan  as  recommended  to  the  majority  would 
carry  any  obligations  with  it.  If  indeed  the  gentleman  had  been 
in  favor  of  the  measure,  his  opinion  might  have,  bad  great,  influ- 
ence. But  as  to  tiie  taxes,  it  would  be  recollected,  that  there  was 
a distinct  resolution  that  no  taxes  should  be  laid  until  a declaration 
of  war.  It  is  known  to  all  that  the  taxes  proposed  Aire  war  taxes, 
and  as  war  taxes  they  remained,  in  their  pv6pe,r  place,  in  possession 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  Mr.  j.  said,  if  the  bill  for 
laving  the  t axes  was  before  the  house,  lie  would  not  vote  for  them 
until- a declaration,  of  war  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.  He 
had  no  idea  of  fixing  the  burthen  of  taxes  upon  the  people,  unless 
it  was  for  the  purposes  of  supporting  a war  to  maintain  their  own 
rights  and  independence.  He  did  not  wonder  therefore  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  tiie  gentleman  that  the  taxes  ought  to  be  laid,  which 
would  be  another  theme  or'  complaint  and  denunciation.  Wneu 
war  is  declared,  taxes  w ill  lie  laid  it  necessary,  and  not  without. 
A government  which  cannot  protect  itself  a:ul  its  cinzens  lrom 
outrage  and  plunder,  does  not  deserve  the  name  ; and  freemen 
who  w ill  not  tight  tor  their  rights,  do  not  deserve  to  enjoy  them. 

TAs.''Calhom:.— Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  the  embargo  law,  or  to  follow’  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  in  tliat  maze  of  arguments  and  assertions,  through  which 
he  has  thought  proper  to  w under.  The  house  must  be  wearied,  and 
can  receive  no  additional  light  on  a Subject  which,  through  the 
zealot  some  gentlemen  in  opposition,  has  been  so  frequently  drag- 
ged into  discussion.  I cannot  suppose  that  our  opponents,  in  the ir 
importunity,  are  governed  liy  an  exp  -ctatiqn that  a change  will  be 
made  hi  the  opinion  of  any  individual  of  the  majority.  Fliis  they 
is  hop'i  lyss.  The  tm  asufe  lias  been  too  recently  adopt- 
much  deliberation,  to  leave  to  the  most  sanguine 
To  reply,  then,  td  the  arguments  of  gentle* 
if  the  embargo,  would  be  an  useless 
■ nwarrahted  intrusion  on  the  patience 
already  stated,  is  not  my  intention ; 
e motioiiyhow  undir  discussion, 
rove  that  it  cannot  be  justly  eon- 
contempt.  I am  invare  that 
by  the  constitution-,  and 
to  receive  petitions,  ex*. 

>eCt.  v * 

the  disposition  of 
Ittee— the  other,, 
consideration’ 
Itis  contend,  d, 

■on  Id  have  b».-en 

ft  us  to  conjee-;' 
noiv  respectful  ? 
dnni,  as  great  Intif 
aen  know  that  it 
wishes  to  give  die 
very  motion  which: 
if  reference,  debate 
red,  the  committee, 
. it  sleep.  But,  sir,  I 
itiouto  a committee^ 
iivethem  to  be  tw< — 
and  the  other,  When  a 
digest  and  arrange 
comprehend  the  whi  le, 
p,  rations  ; . and  there 
;r  oi'  these  furnish  a _ 
it  petition.  The  facts 
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Yiot  denied;  and,  as  to  detail,  there  is  none— it  ends  in  a point,  the 
repeal  of  the  embargo  law — and  has  been  so  ar~»ed  in  opposition. 
This  house  is  as  fully  competent  to,  discuss  its  merits  now,  as  it 
v.  mild  be  alter  the  report  of  any  committee ; and  the  mode  to  post- 
pone, admits  of  the  greatest  latitude  of  discussion  on  its  merits.™ 
This,  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  proved.  He 
lias  argued  not  only  on  the  merits  of  the  petition,  hut  the  embargo, 
and  almost  every  suljjeet,  however  remotely  connected.  1 know 
that  the  motion  is  tantamount  to  that  of  rejection  in  the  present 
instance.  In  fact,  it  has  been  vindicated  by  the  mov  -r  on  that 
ground;  He  has  justly  said,  as  we  cannot  grant  the  relief  prov- 
ed, we  ought  to  act  with  promptitude  anil  decision,  so  that  tin 
petitioners  may  know  what  to  expect.  Tins  motion  lias  that  charac-j 
ti  r : it  leaves'no  expectation  where  there  can  be  no  relief,  i know, 
sir,  we  might  have  acted  very  differently  ; we  might  have  spun 
out  the  hopes  of  the  petitioners.  Some  may  think  that  it  would 
be  sound  policy,  but  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  unworthy  of  this 
house.  Candor  in  our  government  is  one  of  tiie  first  of  political 
virtues.  Let  us  always  do  directly  what  we  intend  shall  finally  be 
done.  l 

Since  there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  motion  now  before  tin. 
house,  it  remains  to  be  considered  whether  the  relief  prayed  ought 
to  be  granted.  Iam  sensible  that  the  maxim  is  generally  correct, 
that  individual  profit  is  national  gain  ; and  that  the  party  inte- 
rested is  the  best  judge  of  the  hazard  and  propriety  of  a specula- 
tion. But  there  are  exceptions ; there. are  cases  in  which  the  go- 
vernment is  the  best  judge — and  such  are  those  where  the  future 
conduct  of  government  is  the  cause  of  the  hazard.  It  certainly  is 
the  best  judge  of  what  it  intends  ; and  in  those  eases  where  it  fore- 
sees a hazard,  it  ought  in  humanity  to  the  merchants  to 'restrain 
their  speculations.  Such  is  the  present  case.  Man,,  of  our  mer- 
clrants  labour  under -a  delusion  as  to  the  measures  of  govern  mem  : 
nor  can  this  seem  strange,  since  some  gentlemen,  even  in  this  house, 
have  taken  up  such  mistaken  view  s of  things.  With  Such  concep- 
tions of  the  course  of  events  as  the  gentleman  from  Ne\v-York 
thinks  will  take  place.  Iain  not  surprised  that  he  should  advocate 
the  prayer  of  the  petition.  He  believes  that,  the  embargo  w ill  Ik 
permitted  to  expire  without  any  hostile  measure  being  taken  against 
tireat  Britain  ; and  that  in  the  present  state  of  our  preparation  it 
would  be  madness  to  think  of  war  in  sixty  days  or  any  short  period. 
When  I hear  such  language  on  this  floor,  I no  longer  wonder  that 
merchants  are  petitioning  you  to  make  speculations,  which  in  a 
short  time  must  end  in  their  ruin.  I ask  the  gentleman  from  N.  York, 
who  are  the  true  friends  to  the  petitioners— the  majority  who.  lore- 
seeing  the  hazard  to  which  they  would  be  exposed,  restrain  them 
from  lulling  into  the  hands  of  the  British  crui/.ers ; or  the  minori- 
ty who,  by  suppressing  the  evidence  of  danger,  induce  them  to 
enter  into  the  most  ruinous  speculations  ? By  the  one,  the  mer- 
chants still  retain  their  property,  depreciated,  it  is  true,  in  a sma!! 
degree:  by’  the  other,  it  will  he  lost  to  themselves  and  their  coun- 
try, and  will  go  to  augment  the  resources  of  our  enemy.  For,  sir, 
let  me  assure  the  gentleman  that  lie  makes  a very  errdiuoiJ 
estimate  of  our  preparations,  and  the  time  at  which  we  will  actj 
Our  army  and  measures  are  not,  merely  on  paper,  as  be  state  s ; but 
were  this  the  proper  time  and  subject,  it  could  be  shewn  that  very 
considerable  advances  have  been  made  to  putthe  country  into  tin 
posture  of  defence,  ami  to  prepare  our  forces  for  an  attack  on  our 
enemy.  So  far  from  being  unprepared,  sir,  I believe  tliaf  in  leer 
weeks  from  the  time  that  a declaration  of  war  is  heard  on  our  fron- 
tier. the  whole  of  Upper  and  a part  of  Lower  Canada  will  be  in  our 
possession.  We  will  not,  I Imp -.wait  the  expiration  of  the  embar- 
go to  take  our  stand  against  England— that  stand  which  the  best  in- 
terest and  hoitor  of  tltis  nation  haye  so  loudly  demanded.  With 
such  a prospect,  I again  ask,  would  it  he  humanity  or  cruelty  to 
the  petitioners  to  grant  their  prayer,  and,  by  ix  laxing  the  embargo 
in  their  favor,  to  enticethem  to  certain  destruction  ? 

The  gentleman  from'  Virginia  stand,  to  induce  us  to  repeal  tin 
embargo  law,  and  to  make  it  odious,  I suppose,  with  the  communi- 
ty, that  it  operated  it-ss  severely  on  the  merchant  than  on  the  farmer 
and  miller.  He  did  not  prove  very  distinctly  how  this  unequal 
pressure  was  produced.  Bull  understood  him  to  say,  that  eastern 
vessels  could  be  had  with  so  riirich  facility  to  make  shipments  to  any 
European  port,  and  that  flour  had  risen  so  much  already  i;I  conse- 
quence of  the  embargo,  that  the  rise  in  the  price  nearly  compens- 
ated for  the  additional  risk  and  price  of  exportation.  1 observe 
the  gentleman  shakes  his  head  in  disapprobation  of  the  statement . 

. I suppose  I mistook  Ids  statement. ' However.  1 could  not  mis- 
take the  conclusion  which  he  drew,  that  the  merchants,  by  eluding 
the*  embargo,  hiul  prevented  the  depreciaiion  iVi'  the  price  of  wheat 
and  flour  on  hand.  This  sir,  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose.  The 
gentle. nan  from  Virginia  must  know,  that  .from’ the  character  of 
trade,  rim  profit  of  such  trade,  if  it  ivallv  exists,  cannot  be  confuted ' 
to  the  merchants.  It  would  soon -raise  the  price  of  bread  stud's  in 
the  bands  of  the  other  classes  of  the  community,  and  would  prove 
tha,t  his  statement  of  the  distressed  condition  of  the  millers  and 
farmers  cannot,  be  correct. 

In  his  zeal  against  the  embargo,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
says,  it  vv as  engendered  iv  twef n the  committee  hit 'foreign  rela- 
tions and  the  executive.  Engendered!  Tim  gcnthmaii  nmst'ue 
sensible  of  the  impropriety  ufsuch  language,  a*:  applied  to  tiu:e\e- 
t!  .ti  vc  or  a comrr.iuee  oft  his  hriusi  •.  hit,  sir.  if  was  nuUi. guide  ltd  ; 
b.u  adopted  by  both  the  executive  and  committee,  trqm*  it*  mani- 
fest propriety  us  a prelude  to  war.  Theiv  it,  no  a, an  in  his  r.  asm., 
and  ui  miiuuictd  by  party  fee-lings,  but  inusttv  know  i-d'-e  mat  a war 
in  this  country  ought  almost  invaiiabl  . to  be  preceded  by  an  em- 
bargo. The  v\  rjr  persons  most  loud  aged  :rt  that  measure,  would  be 
the  most  dan'orous  had  it  not  preceded  tile  war.  Thu*. , sir,  has 
been  much  false  statement  in  relation  to'  the  embargo.  I rHtie.u- 
her,  v\  her.  it  vvHs  .»iwtl<rt' discussion  on  a tbr.iit  r ooe;iriiw,  that  a gvu- 
vicn.au  .then  observed,  he  had  c:  ltcir.  informaiia^phut  tiie  French 
minister  had  iieeit  import  oiijiv.  bur  government  to  *toi;  the  expor-* 
t&tion  of  fciv:::!  stn.Ts  to  the  Peninsula.  I knew  nei  whcVber  he. 
iiJtendul  to  jnsiiumte  this  As  out-  of  tltu  causes  of  the  chfliaigo.  Be 


i is  :!r.  pi:;::.  I am 
posed  it  vvould  not 
fopi  :ion  that  the 
in  csibdig  ouiVue 
ghts.  Should  this 
nemv  w if  It  as 
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it  as  it  .nay,  I do  assert,  from  the  highest  authority,  that  no  stick 
apj'liCatio-i  has  ever  been  made  directly  or  indirectly  on  the  part  of 
thcFif-ncb  government.  The  assertion  was  of  such  a nature,  ,u 
induced  me  to  enquire  into  its  correctness  ; ami  the  ly-Mili  is  mole- 
as  l have  stated.  I can  scare  fy  suppose,  that  the.  gentleman  in- 
tended to  convey  the  idea  that- French  ii.iiiieiiee  hud  :il;y  mu  g m 
do  with  the  measure.  H;  ".:;s;  know  that  either  « seen  five  ur 
majority  of  this  body  would  r«  »ist  with  the  g.-ran-t  »Hilfghaii-.»:», 
any  attempt  to  influence  tiie  n.t  rsuri  ? of  gov.  ru'ucnt : but  * ,;  i 
-ms  been  t '.e  use  made  of  it  l.y  c.  r:  (in  prims.  t i,h  r tnvoogh  the 
.iiaiii.er  in  wlflch  il  was  connect’ d m d-  h ire  v. * t S » <h<-  emdirgo.  or 
tin-  v.  ry  iiUperflci  and  unfair  report  of  t'.t  . . r.  t prov  v di.igs. 

()n  • would  supposi . lrom  the  languum.  ol'tf.e  gei  >ui’j:in  from 
Virginia,  that  be  was  much  in  the  secret  o.'  g tvt  vnoe  r.t.  ,’i  s..ys 
the  plan  now  is  to  disband  the  ai.nv.  ..ml  earn  on  a |nv.'uuovv 
war  mi  the  ocean.  I can  assure  h,  .t.  if  y.sd 
vv  .Tolly  ignorant  of  it ; and  that  fundi:  i.  Ii.  pro 
meet  with  my  approbation.  1 am  dreif  , eiy  a 
last  interests  ol  the  country  wjii  b,-  f.  .sumfi 
whole ibree  of  the  com. minify  tp  prate  t its  ri 
course  faii,  tiie  next  best  would  be  to  submit  to  c 
good  a grace  as  possible.  Let  us  not  provoke  wsi  re  we  cannot  re- 
sist* The  mongrel  state,  neither  v;su*  or  peace.  is  much  the  worst. 

Thtf-gentlemao  lrom  Virginia  has  told  us  much  o*'  the  si r;  ,s  of 
the  times.  I did  hope,  that  the  age  of  superstition  \, 
and  that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  influence  the  nur* 
government,  which  ought  to  be  founded  in  wisdom  and  police, 
toe  vague,  i may  say,  superstitions  feelings  of  any  man,  Ayfiatc?.  r 
may  be  the  physical  appearances  which  gav  e rife  to  them.  Are 
we  to  renounce  otir  reason  ? must  w.-  turn  from  the  path  of  jurrice 
and  experience,  because  a count  has  made  its  appearance  in  our 
system,  or  the  moon  has  passed  between  th-  sun  and  the  os  :•*■'>  ? 
If  so,  the  signs  of  th<  times  are  bat!  fx!  cd— It  would  mark  a lear!  i»l 
ivtrogarie  in  civilization— it  would  prove  a df.;adlifl  deep*  • < i 
towards  barliaris:::.  Sir,  if  we  must  examine  the  auspice*;  if  we 
must  inspect  tne  entrails  ol  the  times,  I would  oronmuice  the 
omens  good  It  is  from  moral,  and  not  from  brutal  or  ph . sk.»l 
omens  that  we  ought  to  judge  ; and  what  noire,  fevnrablv.  •.••  • id 
we  desire  than  that  the  nation  is.  at  last,  roused  froi.,  [bar  . , 
mul  that  it  has  determined  to  vindicate  its  inn rest  and  honor.  'n 
the  contrary,  a nation  so  sin  k in  avarice,  arid  s.)  corrupted  b;  <'m~ 
lion,  as  to  ii-  inse»sihie  to  the  .greatest  injuries,  and  lost  to  it s 
dependence,  would  be  a sight  more  porter  ton  ; than  come  is,  earl  5 c 
ijuaki  s,  eclips  s.  or  t!:<*  w imie  catalouge  of  omens,  w;  ic’i  ! i.ave 
hecrchhe  g:  iglcnranfrom  Virginia' enumerate-  I ..sserk  amlm 
tlemeii  know  it, if  we  submit  to  the  .pretensions  oi'  England,  now 
openly  avowed,  the  iudepenri-  i:ce  of  this  nation  is  U,»i~ wc  vvlii 
Ik,  u$  to  our  commerce,  n-coiomsed.  This  is  tih-  sece*'*1  se-Muggo* 
for  ’ii ; r liberty  ; and  if  vv«  but  do 'justice  to  o.u'si  ivv.-.,  it  wiii  Ik  mi  le  ■: 
glorious  and  successful  than  the  hrst.  Let.  us  but  ex-rt  onr-i  ivo:g 
and  we  must  meet  with  th.  prosperingsu.il  -.of  heaven.  Sir,  1 a-;.,  >vt 
ii  with  confidence,  a war  just  and  n.-eexsarv  in  i;s  oria«.’.  v«  is-  Iv 
and  vjgorousiv  carried  on.  and  honorably  terminated,  wfuiid  >ni  j- 
blish  the  inti  grit  yand  prosperity  of  our  ix>imtr>  for  cct.;mjts\ 

Mr.  Rtmdultik rose  to  explain.  He  must  have  i*eei>  tuisuud  i>foud 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  when  he  suppos:  J him  to  irate 
expressed  an  unwillingness  to  see  a change  cTeen-u  iirtlmadmilps- 
t ration  of  the  government.  He  certain!",  had  riot  «xpr>-sied  hin.iielf 
to  that  .effect  ; lie  had  ji</ siitii  Icebi.g".  On  the  ••  <)... irary  (iiir  he 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  making  secret  ef  his  political  opinions)  he 
could  scarcely  conceive  of  any  change  which  would  not  Ik-  iya  tiie. 
better  : since,  in  ins  judgment,  cite  affairs  of  this  country  (what- 
ever be  the  object  of  our  {joliev— whether  war  or  peace)  cuuid  not 
have  been  more  miserably  contiricted  than  tiiey  had  been  since  the 
4th  of  Nov.  last.  It  was  not  to  the  change,  but  to  the  means  by 
which  il  seemed  liin  ly  to  be  brought  about,  that  Mr.  R.  had  ex- 
pressed any  thing  like  .repngnance.  It  was  to  the  particular 
means  and  not  the  object  that  he  had  expressed  dislike.  He  did 
not  wish  to  see  a change  "fleet wl  by  the  oppressions  and  exactions 
of  the  goi'er-ameJ-t  iisdf  which  should  ejnbody  and  bring  into 
power  along  depressed  party,  with  all  its  feelings  of  resentment, 
or  of  another  description,  iV  full  vigor  or  operation.  He  had  no 
w ish  to  see  a change  brought  .about  by  means  like  this.  He  ih-pre- 
cated  whatever  might  contribute  to  nourish  a narrow  and  r:in«ui  oa* 
party  spirit,  which  had  been  too  long  the  curse  of  the  country.— 
And  v .-lie never  it  should  be  found,  to  use  the  language  of  the  geiv- 
t iemau  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Johnson)  that,  he  was  nrf.in§  with  t/ii* 
or  that  party , indiscriminately  justifying  their  follies  atul  their 
crimes, he  siuiidd  feel  hiinseit  obnoxious  to  the  observations  .made 
by  the  gemlemati  from  Kentucky,  and  not  until  then.  No,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  IL;  I can  inform  that  gentleman  that  there  is  not  as 
greater  moral  impossibility  conceivable  by  tin*  mind  of  man,  than 
tiiat  I should  .stand  ia  such  a relation  to  any  party  whatsoever.— 
Woe  be  unto  that  man  who  consigns;  himself  over  to  so  slr.vish  a 
bomill  c i 

’ITk  re  was  one  remark  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
which  he  would  not  afleet  to  inlsimdersUnd.  The  gentleman  !u;-5 
! exultingiy  said,  that  ere  the  90  days  shodid  cl-q-rc,  Ji'-se  in  oppo- 
! silio.i  to  Uie  measur.  s of  government  would  V..  taught  to  be  ram  n 
; silent  : that  once  fairij  entered  on  the  wav — [Mr  >son  *sa  jd 

' t!ie  getaieman  would  uud.  rstaud  him  rightly  ; it  was  to  the  sort  of’ 

■ oppiiMtion  made  to  thcloa'i,  which  in  hi,  mmd.  was  lit: ii-  ss  tuem  • 
' a",  asott,  tfsat  he  liad  appli  his  re  mar:  . Tie  had  no  allusioi.  l».  ■,]  e 

■ proceedings  of  that  itoiwt.j  Mi*.  Aandnipu  i«  eoiitiimatiou  saiui-; 

; did  not  very  well  understand  theg-i.-tlrtmin’s  explauatmn.,  becawts 
! be  was  ignorant  of  the  species  of  opposition  to  which  tiie  gemk*. 


! man  referr  -d.  He  had  always'  coi-stdert  d a loan  to  be  a •>'(thn;t.ar>f 
thing.  He  had  heard,  ind  . >il,.of  forced  lor >.  bat.  if  by  a loan 
’meant  a voluntas-;,  a' ton  the  part  of  the  lender,  he  could  not  con:- 
i prebend  the  nature  of  an. opposition  to  a public  lo.vn.  True,  he: 
had  seen  it  more  than  hinted  by  some  of  diose  who  will  be  bercadj.er 
I patriots  of  the  revolution,  by  some  of  those  who  had  escaped  fjVl>K, 
the  justice  of  their  own  country  iit  Earopo— Jktf.  after  w-At  vtw 
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declared  all  the  tories  should  be  tarred  and  feathered.  For  it  had 
been  pronounced  that  this  was  to  lie  a second  war  for  independence 
— in  order  (he  supposed)  to  enable  the  patriots  aforesaid  to  enrol 
their  illustrious  names  among  those  of  the  heroes  of  the  revolution 
No.  2.  As  long  as  he  retained  a seat  on  that  Moor,  and  heaven 
knows  how  long  that  will  be — he  should  not  hesitate  to  express 
himself  with  the  utmost  freedom  notwithstanding  any  invidious 
personalities  to  which  it  might  subject  him.  lie  disclaimed  any 
allusion  in  this  remark  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

That  gentleman  had  endeavored  to  convict  him  of  the  charge 
of  inconsistency  on  the  subject  of  embargo,  quoting  a passage  in  a 
speech  of  his  as  far  back  as  March  1806,  when  the  ground  was  first 
broken  which  has  since  produced  so  many  successive  crops  of  restric- 
tive measures.  To  such  a charge  of  inconsistency  as  that,  he  should 
hardly  take  the  trouble  to  make  a defences  But  surely  the  gen- 
tleman would  recollect,  that  since  that  period  we  had  been  under 
tb*  discipline  of  an  embargo  for  almost  18  months.  If  that  be  not 
sufficient  to  cure  the  embargo  mania,  if  that  dose  has  failed  in  its 
effect  on  any  man,'  he  would  only  say  he  was  an  incorrigible  sub- 
ject. and  ought  to  be  dealt  with  accordingly,  by  being  dismissed  to 
the  hospital  of  incurables.  But  for  the  last  embargo,  an  embargo 
for  60  days  preparatory  to  war,  would  have  had  tiie  effect  of  which 
Mr.  R.  had  spoken  six  years  ago,  and  lor  which  this  was  ostensibly 
laid.  But  the  doleful  experience  of  the  embargo  of  1808 — 9,  drove 
the  people  one  and  all— whig  and  tory,  monarchist  and  democrat, 
federalist  and  republican,  to  escape  as  from  a house  on  lire.  Suppose 
in  a certain  state  of  disease  a regular  physician  were  to  prescribe 
the  warm  bath,  and  his  sturdy  nurse  should  persist  in  throwing 
him  into  a cauldron  and  parboiling  him  for  48  hours?  Do  you 
think  that  you  ever  could  prevail  upon  the  sick  man  (supposing 
him  to  survive  the  operation)  or  the  physician,  to  agree  to  another 
exhibition  of  the  remedy  ? No,  sir;  a burnt  child  ureads  thd  fire. 
The  word  embargo  has  become  more  ominous  than  the  croaking 
of  a raven.  It  affects  all  classes  and  descriptions  of  people,  and  all 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  perish  before  it— like  the  desolation  of  those 
locusts  we  hear  of  in  Tencritfe,  It  is  the  most  compendious  sys- 
tem of  devastation  and  sell-destruction  ever  invented— a master- 
piece of  human  ingenuity.  At  the  time  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  this  experiment  had,  never  been  made,  or  (he 
believed)  thought  of  by  any  human  being  in  the  world. 

The  remarks  niade  on  the  subject  of  majority  and  minority  were 
in  tlnir  character  so  much  like  those  to  which  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  listen  to  in  the  spring  of  1800  from  the  members  of  the  then 
majority,  that  they  reminded  him  (as  well  as  other  circumstances 
which  forced  themselves  on  his  observation)  of  old  times.  There, 
was  the  same  incessant  talk, of  the  majority  speaking  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  then  as  now— and  that  the  minority  must  sub- 
mit—accompanied  by  threats  by  no  means  unintelligible.  They 
were  as  confi  dent  of  their  strength  as  the  majority  now  is  and  with 
as  much  reason,  for  they  had  some  system— they  would  persist  in 
running  counter  to  the  public  sentiment  under  an  idea  of  swim- 
rniiig  with  it— and  like  them,  these  gentlemen,  with  all  their  patri- 
otism and  honor,  and  gallantry  and  zeal,  will  sink  beneath  the 
wave  of  public  opinion,  never  to  rise  again,  unless  they  rise  under 
gome  other  name. 

You  cannot  go  to  war  with  the  people  divided  on  the  subject— 
and  the  elections  in  New- York  and  New-Englanfl  are  decisive  on 
that  head,  lids  is  a different  question,  sir,  from  that  of  our  inde- 
pendence ; it  is  differently  brought  on  ; under  different  auspices  ; 
by  different  men,  and  far  other  councils.  The  war-spirit  is  princi- 
pally stimulated  at  this  moment  by  those  who  have  escaped  from 
the  tyranny  or  justice  (as  it  may  be  termed)  of  the  British  govern- 
fnent  long  since  the  war  of  independence.  Almost  every  leading 
press  in  the  United  States  is  conducted  by  persons  of  that  descrip- 
tion—the  two  leading  presses  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  one  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  I might  add  another  in  a third  city,  if  it 
deserved  the  name  of  a leading  press.  This  is  the  description  of 
persons Who,  in  resentment  of  the  wrongs  they  have  recently  re- 
ceived from  the  Irish  auu  British  governments,  are  now  goading 
us  to  war— talking  about  Amet-zean  spirit— the  spirit  of  our  revolu- 
tion, and  of  tarring  and  feathering  the  tories.  as  they  have  the 
matchless  audacity  to  term  the  whigs  of  the  revolution.  Let  them 
beware— I have  a " tory’' in  mv  eye  (col.  Stuart)  who  will  not  un- 
dergo the  discipline  of  tar  andTea’thers  from  these  second  founders 
pf  the  republic,  without  resistance. 

We  may  talk  of  war  as  we  please— but  what  approximation  have 
we  made  to  it  ? We  are  so  much  the  nearer  to  it,  that  our  main 
reliance,  our  principal  staff'-— the  loan  to  raise  a revenue'  to  carry 
on  the  war,  has  proved  (o  be  a broken  reed.  We  complain  of  the 
embargo,  and  gentlemen  tell  us  of  war.  It  is  not  of  war  we  com- 
plain, but  of  embargo.  We  contend,  indeed,  that  war  cannot  be 
\vaged  under  present  auspices  without  defeat,  disgrace  and  disaster 
to  ourselves.  We  see  that  it  will  be  disastrous  and  ruinous  ; but 
pur  present  complaint  is  not  of  it,  but  of  its  precursor,  its  avcint 
courier  the  embargo. 

One  gentleman  has  said  we  have  adopted  every  measure  which 
the  situation  of  the  country  requires,  in  case  we  meant  to  go  to 
tv, ,r.  We  have  not  adopted  two  of  the  most  important  and  indis- 
pensable, We  have  not  passed  the  hills  for  raising  the  supplies.— 
-Air.  Randolph  said  that  he  would  candidly  apprise  the  gentleman 
£ om  Kentucky,  that  he  should  have  voted  against  the  gentleman’s 
W'-cs,  because  he  was  opposed  to  the  war.  But  this  was  no  apol- 

0 rv  fur  the  advocates  of  war.  The  taxes  ought,  to  have  beep  laid 
(if  wav  was  their  intention)  in  time  to  meet  the  ex|>enee;  in  time 
fi.r  the  proceeds- to  meet  the  public  exigencies;  since  they  could 
t ot  be  productive  until  at  least  twelve* months  after  they  shall 

1 i>ve  been  imposed.  Instead  of  wliiph  a burthen  greater  iu  amount 
?nd  for  more  unequal  in  its  operation,  had  been  laid  on  the  country 
in  the  shape  of  an  embargo,  destroying  our  resources  and  dimin- 
ishing the  already  small  receipts  of  the  treasury. 

Tuere  is  another  measure,  one  advocated  most  zealously  by  the 
gentleman  from  8.  Carolina  himself,  and  by  his  learned  and  amiable 
colleague  who  usually  sxts  before  him  (Mr.  Cfwves)  by  tlie  honorable 


speaker  of  this  house,  and  by  most  of  those  who  have  displayed 
the  greatest  zeal  for  war.  I mean  measures  for  maritime  defence 
and  offence.  It  is  perfectly  obvious  if  we  go  to  war  with  a great 
maritime  power,  we  must  resort  to  measures  of  naval  preparation. 
We  are  told  of  the  sound  being  sealed  against  us,  (as  it  is  by  Danish 
privateers  under  French  orders)  and  how  is  the  seal  to  be  taken 
off?  By  calling  out  the  militia  i or  by  adding  two  additional  se- 
cretaries to  the  department  of  war?  1 am  no  navy  man,  sir  ; but 
1 bas  e long  ago  declared  and  I now  repeat  it,  that  tins  nation  is 
destined  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  naval  powers  on  earth,  Our 
progress  towards  this  stage,  m my  opinion,  has  been  materially  re- 
tarded by  the  measures  of  our  own  government,  and  I speak  in 
reference  parti  cu  lari  v to  the  measures  of  Mr.  Adams, who  attempted 
to  force  the  growth  of  our  navy  prematurely.  But  if  we  go  to 
war  with  a maritime  nation,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  we  should 
have  a fleet.  Yes,  sir,  and  after  all  is  done  towards  preparation  for 
war  that  is  now  proposed,  we  shall  be  just  as  far  from  our  object 
as  if  Great  Britain  had  not  a single  subject  in  North  America. 

With  respect  to  our  trade,  its  present  state  may  be  described  in 
very  few  words.  England  takes  all  our  ships  bound  to  France; 
France  takes  ail  our  ships  wheresoever  Ixmnd.  The  licenced  trade 
between  us  and  France  is  prohibited  or  about  to  be  interdicted  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  unlicensed  trade  is  prohibited  by  France. 
And  for  this  trade  thus  prohibited  by  France  and  ourselves,  we  are 
to  go  to  war.  I shall  not  attempt  to  urge  any  argument  against 
war;  indeed  I feel  ashamed,  after  the. masterly  argument  of  my 
colleague  (Mr.  Sheffey)  now  absent  on  leave,  to  say  any  thing  on 
the  subject.  Bui  the  business  on  hand  is  embargo,  not' war;  and 
upon  a proposition  which  is  equivalent  to  a rejection  of  the  peti- 
tion, unquestionably  the  whole  subject  of  embargo  comes  up  and 
is  open  lor  discussion. 

With  regard  to  the  design  of  the  majority  of  this  house  from 
the  commencement  of  the  session  to  the  present  time,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  say  any  thing,  for  this  plain  reason—  that  I am  ac- 
uaifited  with  their  designs  only  from  their  subsequent  acts  ; but 
have  no  hesitation  in  averring  that  if  the  session  was  to  go  over 
again,  those  gentleman  who  have,  from  a yielding  disposition  or  a 
respect  to  the  opinions  of  their  violent  friends,  been  swept  down 
the  current,  would  make  an  efficient  and  manly  resistance — for  I 
see  no  one,  unless  itb6  a very  few,  some  one  or  twd  individuals  for 
whom  I profess  to  have  the  highest  esteem,  who  will  not  be  glad 
to  get  out  of  the  scrape.  But  they  have  advanced  to  the  brink  of 
a precipice,  and  not  left  themselves  room  to  turn.  They  will  be 
balked  in  their  leap,  and  will  unquestionably  be  found  in  the  bottom 
of  the  pit  below. 

Iam  s#iy,  sir,  to  worry  the  patience  of  the  house— but  I under- 
stood the  gentleman  who  usually  sits  on  my  right,  to  make  some 
allusion  to  the  declarations  made  by  me  during  our  secret  session— 
certainly  to  none  which  I made  when  the  doors  were  open.  How 
the  proceedings  of  this  house  in  secret  session  became  public  it  is 
not  tor  me  to  say.  I can  only  declare  that  I was  in  no  wise  privy 
to  the  act ; andT  believe'those  gentlemen  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  read  the  debate,  and  see  the  miserable  figure  which  the  few  re- 
marks I made  cut  there,  would  have  absolved  me  from  any  hand 
in  making  those  proceedings  public.  As  far  as  they  have  gone  to 
the  public,  I have  felt  myself  individually  injured  and  aggrieved  ; 
but  I have  no  hesitation  in  repeating,  when  the  doors  are  open,  the 
observation  to  which  I presume  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
referred.  I shall  not  stop  to  enquire  how  for  such  an  allusion  was 
in  Order.  1 did  say  when  the  doors  were  closed,  and  from  the  source 
of  my  information  I have  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  1 have 
that  Mr.  Barlow  has  gone  our  minister  to  France— for  1 did  nut  see 
him  go,  and  it  maybe  a false  report— that  I had  the  best  reasons  to 
believe  that,  from  his  first  coming  to  this  country,  the  French 
minister  had  pressed  the  American  government  to  cut  off  all  sup- 
plies to  the  Spanish  peninsula,  and  that  our  government  had  resisted 
that  pressure.  Why,  sir,  is  there  any  man  who  knows  any  thing 
of  the  designs  or  policy  of  the  French  emperor,  that  thinks  he  is 
so  little  sensible  of  his  own  interest  as  not  to  Lave  desired  it  ? Can 

be  believed  that  Monsr.  Senurier  was  sent  here  without  powers 
and  without  instructions  to  press  our  government  to  put  an  end 
to  trade  between  us  and  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese?  Is  the 
French  cabinet  so  little  enlightened  as  not  to  endeavor  to  attain 
that  object  so  desirable  to  France,  when  that  endeavor  could  cost 
them  nothing?  What  did  I say?  That  these  attempts  had  been 
made,  and  I believe  the  precise  expression  was  b hitherto  eluded,’* 
or  parried,  by  an  argument  that  might  satisfy  even  a Frenchman  ; 
that  if  tire  emperor  wished  not  to  excite  the  universal  execration 
of  the  people  against  France,  he  must  not  touch  our  trade  to  Spain 
and  Portugal ; that  the  people  of  this  country  would  send  (heir 
vessels  wheresoever  they  could  get  a market.  I stated  these  facts, 
and  I stated  them  on  my  own  responsibility.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  has  different  impressions.  I presume  the  gentle* 
man  has  had  an  opportunity  of  investigating  the  subject  and 
ascertaining  whether  such  a proposition  was  ever  made  ? The  gen- 
tleman bows  assent.  Without  trenching  on  his  privileges  I would 
be  glad  to  know  whether  the  gentleman  qualifies  that  denial  by 
the  term  “ official  ?”  Because,  sir,  I know  rather  too  much  of 
diplomacy  to  believe  that  there  is  black  and  white  for  it,  that  thyre 
is  any  correspondence  on  file  on  the  subject.  I do  not  believe  it; 
hut  1 have  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  I should  have  if  you 
(Mr.  speaker)  or  the  gentleman  front  South  Carolina  himsiifj  were 
to  tell  me  he  had  received  it,  from  the  president  or  from  a cabinet 
minister-  I enu  have  no  more ; and  if  the  information  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  came  from  the  same  source  as  that 
which  I possess,  all  I have  to  say  is,  (hat  one  story  has  been  told 
to  the  gentleman  from, South  Carolina  and  a different  story  to 
myself.  But  I presume  that  that  cannot  have  been  the  foct.  As 
the  old  people  sav;t£  stands  to  reason  that  such  a proposition  should 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  Serrurier.  It  was  too  desirable  an  object 
to  be  overlooked.  Way  not  ask  ? He  could  but  meet  with  a refu- 
sal, and  then  he  would  lie  as  well  off’ as  before.  Why  not.  as  welt 
press  crar  government  on  that  point  as  to  put  an  enu  to  the  tfcade 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER INTERESTING  DEBATE 


175 


of  St.  Domingo  ? We  know  that  our  government  was  so  pressed  i whose  houses  are  to  blaze,  whose  towns  are  to  be  demolished,  spca'c 


.sind  acceded  to  the  requisition.  I was  one  who  joined  in  so  doing, 
not  because  France  wished  it,  but  because  I thought  all  the  slave- 
holding  states  were  deeply  interested  in  cutting  off  all  sort  of  com- 
munication with  that  devoted  island.  It  was  upon  that  ground 
and  no  other  that  I voted  for  that  law. 

With  respect  (o  submission,  I know  of  no  Ijiecies  of  submission 
to  the  pretensions  of  the  belligerents  more  complete  than  the  em- 
bargo : It  it  direct  and  unequivocal  submission  to  the  interests 
and  wishes  of  France  that  all  trade  between  us  and  Spain  and 
Portugal,  should  be  at  an  end.  It  is  direct  and  unequivocal  sub- j soon  hail  the  day  when  the  reign  of  theory,  sophistry  and 
mission  to  the  orders  in  council,  because  they  tell  us  we  shall  not  philosophy,  which  has  for  several  years  past' oppressed  this 
go  to  France,  and  we  will  therefore  go  no  where.  We  have  re-  try,  paralysed  its  industry,  checked  hs  enterprizt . retarded  its 
ceived  notice  from  an  enemy  not  to  travel  a particular  road  ; u> 
avoid  submitting  to  the  requisition  we  keep*  close  house— for  all 
nations  know  how  to  compromise  what  are  called  their  rights.  We 
have  practised  it  on  more  occasions  than  one,  and  shall  again  when 
the  occasion  occurs.  There  is  but  one  nation  at  present  in  the 
world  that  does  not  frequently,  and  there  never,  did  exist  in  my 
recollection  but  one  other— the  ancient  Romans  were  the  one  ; and 
.the modern  Romans,  as  they  called  themselves,  the  other— and  yet 
the  Caesar  of  Ctesars  knows  well  how  to  compromise  his  rights'.— 

It  is  very  fin*  talking  about  rights,  but  the  question  is  remedy,  and 


in  a tone  that  shall,  and  will, aud  must  be  heard — they  will  speak 
thunders  that  will  ring  the  heavens  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  from 
the  Atlantic  to  tne  Mississippi.  I rejoice,  sir,  hi  the  signs  of  the 
limes;  and  I wonder  that  gentlemen  are  not  sensible  that  the  opi- 
nion of  the  people  is  against  their  measures.  Before  many  weeks 
shall  have  elapsed,  I beiievethey  will  be  satisfied  of  it.  It  may  be 
but  a fond  delusion ; I mav  deceive  myself;  but,  sir,  if  gentlemen 
persevere  in  their  course,  if  they  go  as  far  as, they  say  they  will,  I 
believe  the  people  v.  ill  put  a s top  to  their  career,  and  that  I shall 

id  false 
coun- 
try, checked  ns  enterprise,  retarded  its  pros 
purity  and  depressed  its  spirit,  will  come  to  an  end;  wh-  n that 
commerce  to  which  w«*  owe  so  much  of  bur  prosperity,  which  is 
thefriend  of  civilization  and  the  companion  of  Christianity',  wili  re- 
vive, will  again  “ vex  every  sea,"’  and  penctratr  every  bay,  river 
and  inlet  where  human  beings  and  human  wants  can  be  found. 

Mr.  Grundy — Mr.  Speaker,  I had  cluvi  . bed  a hope  that  the  sound 
of  war  would  not  again  have  been  heard  within  these  wails  until 
’the  main  question  was  presented,  when  every  gentlemen  might  have 
taken  a latitude  in  debate  called  for  by  the  occasion,  without  a fear 
of  violating  those  rules  by  which  our  discussion?  are  regulated  and 


you  must  at  last  be  governed  by  circumstances.  Will  you  pro-  restrained.  The  course  pursued  by  the  opposition  to  our  meastnes 


nounce  that  all  who  have  gone  before  you  have  been  dastards ? 
Will  you  say  that  Washington  submitted ? Tliat  Adams  submitted  ? 
That  Jefferson’s  administration  was  a long  continued  course  of 
the  basest  submission  ? That  the  best  act  of  the  administration  of 
Adams,  liis  accomodation  with  France,  was  submission?  I have 
been  for  a pacific  policy ; but  if  we  are  to  go  to  war,  take  off  the 
embargo ! Do  not,  in  the  stile  of  Sangrado,  deplete  us  by  way  of 
preparation  for  battle.  Give  us  beef-steaks  and  porter  if  we  are  to 
fight,  and  not  water-gruel  aiuilancet.  It  is  a well  known  fact  that 
five  out  of  six  of  the  men  who  perished  during  the  revolutionary 
struggle,  perished  from  the  consequences  of  our  refusal  to  receive 
foreign  manufactures.  Thereby  depriving  ourselves  of  the  supplies 
and  revenue  requisilefor  carrying  on  the  war. 

With  respect  to  the  public  opinion  about  war,  from  persons  of  all 
politics  I have  received  this  answer  when  they  have  been  questioned 
on  the  subject— How  can  you  expect  to  make  your  enemy  believe 
that  you  are  in  earnest  when  you  cannot  make  your  own  people 
to  think  so  ? Some  of  the  most  violent  jacobin  prints  in  this  coun- 
try, some  of  those  winch  have  gone  furthest  in  denouncing  the 
to'ries , are  those  which  have  had  an  agency  in  producing  this  im- 
pression on  the  public,  or  those  who  countenance  them  have  pro- 
duced this  impression.  It  is  a well  known  fact  that  the  case  is  as 
I have  stated  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  the  gentleman  was  correct  in  supposing  he 
had  been  alluded  to,  when  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  spoken  of  the  declara- 
tion made  by  a member  during  the  secret  sitting.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  source  of  the  gentleman’s  information,  said  Mr.  C. 
it  cannot  have  proceeded  from  a higher  source  than  mine.  I went 
to  the  highest  source  and  received  the  information  that  no  such 
application,  however  probable,  was  ever  made  to  this  government. 
I thifik  myself  fully  authorised  to  say  that  no  such  application  was 
ever  made  by  the  French  minister,  or  by  any  person  for  him,  di- 
rectly. or  indirectly,  officially  or  otherwise.  I do  not  attribute  to 


of  preparation  for  war  calls  upon  us  to  meet  an  investigation  into  the 
propriety  of  our  proceedings,  upon  the  mere  presentation  of  a pe- 
tition tor  tj»e  relief  of  a supposed  grievance.  In  this  manner,  the 
whole  subject  of  our  foreign  relations  can  lie  thrown  open  at  the 
will  of  any  individual.  I own  it  would  the bettor  .comport  with 
my  views  of  dignity  and  decorum  to  meet  the  ultimate  question  of 
peace  or  war  directly — to  examine  it  with  freedom,  and  decide  with 
manly  firmness.  But  as  we  havo  been  thus  unexpectedly  assailed,  I 
ask  the  indulgence  of  the  house  while  I attempt  to  justify  our  con- 
duct, and  to  shew  the  incorrectness  of  the  course  pursued  by  our 
opponents.  For  this  purpose  I have  risen  ta  reply  to  some  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  and  the 
gentleman  from  New-Yurk  (Mr.  Bleeckcr).  Sir,  those  gentlemen 
have,  with  much  apparent  gravity,  predicted  the  downfall  of  the 
men  who  now  administer  the  government,  and  have  hailed  this  as  ar. 

t down, 

puiilic  councils  ; ami  oilier  men  were  to  rise 
on  their  ruins  who  would  establish  a new  order  cf  tin: ms.  It  wits* 
said  of  old,  sir,  “ tliat  false  prophets  would  arise  in  the  latter  days” 
-j-tliey  have  conic  amongst  us,  and  should  the  result  prove  the  gentle- 
men irmn  Virginia  and  New- York  to  be  of  that  description,  1 be- 
lieve it  would  not  be  a public  misfortune.  They  attempt  to  alarm 
us  with  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  warn  us  of  a gathering  storm  in 
the  east,  which,  they  say,  threatens  destruction  to  the  present  ma- 
jority of  congress  in  the  event  of  war  with  Great  Britain.  Sir, 
these  gentlemen  have  not  consulted  the  “ true  signs -if  the  times 
there  is  no  storm  gathering  in  the  east ; the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple in  that  quarter,  as  well  as  every  other,  are  only  waiting  to  see 
the  constituted  authorities  of  tin  country  lead  the  way  in  an  ii<>- 
norable  course  in  vindication  of  the  nation’s  rights,  and  they  will  he 
with  us.  It  is  only  while  the  public  mind  is  it.  kl  in  suspense  ; i: 
is  only  while  there  is  doubt  as  to  what  w ill  lie  the  result  of  onrdt 


auspicious  day,  in  which  sophistical  theorists  were  to  be  pc 
and  expelled  from  the  public  councils  ; ami  other  men  wort 


hat-will  be 

liberations  ; it  is  only  while  we  linger  in  this  hail,  that  any  mani- 
the  gentleman  the  intimation  of  the  existenceof  any  French  infiu- j testations  of  uneasiness  w ill  shew  themselves.  Whenever  war  js 
ence  on  the  acts  of  the  government,  because,  sir,  I am  sure  the  declared,  the  people  will  put  forth  their  strength  to  .support  their 


gentleman  would  attribute  no  sucli  motive  to  the  executive  or  to 
a majority  of  this  house ; but  unfortunately  such  an  use  has  been 
made  of  his  remarks  as  to  convey  that  impression.  I am,  there- 
fore, glad  to-day  to  hear  the  gentleman’s  opinion  that  such  a de- 
mand was  resisted  bv  our  government.  Misrepresentations  fre- 
quently creep  into  the  public  prints,  audit  is  well  that  they  should 
be  corrected.  I take  this  opportunity  to  say,  that  the  report  of  the 
debate  in  secret  session,  as  published,  is  mutilated,  partial,  and  en- 
tirely incorrect, 


ights.  Sir,  the  people  of  this  country  too  well  understand  the  va- 
lue of  national  independence  and  civil  liberty  ; they  remember  too 
well  tiie'  price  of  their  acquisition,  to  hesitate  how  to  act  when  a 
contest  takes  place  between  their  own  government  and  a foreign 
nation  w hose  deadly  hate  has  pursued  us,  from  the  day  when  Ameri- 
ca said  she  would  be  free.  Sir,  w e are  admonished  tliat  public  sen- 
timent is  against  us  ; of  tins  what  evidence  have  you?  The  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  and  New- York  have  said  it— and  there  the  proof 
ends.  Let  each  member,  Mr.  Speaker,  look  to  the  people  who  sent 


Mr.  Randolph  said  no  doubt  the  gentleman  believed  vvliat  he  had  J him  to  this  place— lie  knows  them  and  their  manner  of  thinking  o* 
said;  but  the  source  of  his  (Mr.  R’s)  information  was  such  as  could  l important  subjects  like  the  present:  let  him  examine  that  eorres- 
not  have  failed  to  have  produced  in  him  a conviction  of  its  truth.  | pondenpe  which  is  kept  up  between  his  constituents  and  himself— 
I stated,said  Mr.  R.  when  the  embargo  bill  was  under  consider*-  there  he  will  find  a sure  and  sober  expression  of  opinion;  and,  I 
tion,  thafbur  government  had  been  pressed  by  the  French  minis- j ask,  what  member 


ter  here— that  I had  such  knowledge  of  it  as  I could  not  doubt  of- 


on  this  floor  has  been  advised  by  his  constitu- 
ents or  any  considerable  portion  of  them,  meanly  to  ret  ace  his 


im-1  mentis  against  our  proceedings,  although  the  gentlemen  from  Yir- 
iuld : ginia  and  New- York  have  said  so.  No,  sir,  public  opinion  condemns 


in  substance  to  cut  off  the  trade  between  this  country  and  the  Spa-  steps  aud  give  up  the  contest?  I have  heard  of  none.'  I cannot, 
nish  dominions ; tliat  our  government  had  hitherto—  hitherto,  in]  therefore,  against  my  better  knowledge,  believe  that  public  semi- 
reference  to  the  time  when  I spoke,  resisted  the  pressure,  as 
questionably  they  must  have  done,  because  if  tlfey  had  not  it  Would 
have  taken  place.  That  was  the  amount,  I believe,  of  my  state-  [ delay— it  calls  for  decision— it  demands  a firm  and  determined  course 
melit.  I differ,  however,  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina!  to  be  taken  by  the  national  legislature,  and  to  be  persisted  in  u:> 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  report  of  that  debate— I wish  we  had  as ! til  foreign  nations  are  compelled  to  respect  our  rights.  If  we 
good  a stenographer  in  tiie  boxes— for  some  of  the  speeches  were  ve-  j change  our  policy  from  day-to-day  ; if  we  talk  of  sear,  and  tamely 
ported  with  accuracy  which  astonished  me— more  accurately,  1 bo-  j submit , then,  indeed,  pubiic  opinion  will  and  ought  to  be  against 
Sieve,  than  I have  seen  reported  by  persons  who  attend  here  for,  us.  If  one  day  you  fay  an  embargo,  aud  on  the  next  repeal  it, 
the  purpose.  This  observation  certainly  does  not  apply  to  my  own ' without  any  cause  which  was  not  foreseen,  public  confidence  must 
remarks— because  I feel  myself  in  this  point  aggrieved  and  in-  lie  withdrawn*  It  is  in  the  instability  of  your  conduct  that  tin* 


jured. 


j danger  lies.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  has 


Mr.  Blceckcr—  In  answer  to  one  of  the  arguments  urged  for  the ! charged  the  majority  in  this  house  with  not  having  made  the  ncces- 
relief  of  my  constituents,  who  are  now  suffering  under  the  visita-  .••ary  preparations  to  place  the  country  in  an  altitude  of  d<  fence, 
tion  of  their  own  government,  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia ! I ask' that  gentleman,  are  his  own  skirts  clear  of  tiiis  charge  ? Who 
(Mr.  Randolph)  and  myself,  that  we  are- not  prepared  for  war.  and 1 have  exerted  themselves  to  place  the  nation  in  a condition  to  defend 
cannot  go  to  war  by  the  time  the  embargo  will  expire,  and  that  itself  against  any  attack  from  a foreign  enemy  ? Themiajor, ; y have* 
therefore  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought  to  be  granted,  it  is  Who  has  thrown  every  obstacle  in  the  -way  ? The  genticnuin  front 
said,  by  the  gentleman  from  Sonth-Carolina  ( Mr,  Calhoun)  that!  Virginia  and  those  with  whom  he  generally  acts  on  t‘ik;  floor.  If 
war  will  be  declared  in  60  days,  and  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken-  then,  any  national  calamity  should  take  place  (which  is  an  event? 
tacky  (Mr.  Johnson)  that  he  will  vote  for  h declaration  of  war  with-  cannot  expert)  from  the  want  of  preparations,  I ask  whether  it 
in  that  time.  "If.  sir,  this  be  so— if  gentlemen  will  have  tlig  liardi-  should  he  gttrinuted  to  those  who  have  exerted  every  nerve  to  pro- 
hood  to  plunge  the  country  into  a war  in  its  present  unprepared  vide  against  it  or  to  those  whose  opposition  has  occasioned  that  de- 
state, without  an  army,  without  a navy,  and  without  money,  and  lay  which*  may  produce  it.  Sir,  let  not  the  .gentleman . believe-that 
bring  upon  us  the  defeat  and  disgrace  and  iffgnominy  which  must  he  can  succeed  in  placing-  burdens  on  others  which  he  himself  should 
inevitably  result,  then  will  the  people,  whose  complaints  yon  now  bear.  The  American  people  have  intelligence  enough  to  put  downs, 
refuse  to  hear,  then  will  the  people  who  are  to  bear  the  privations,  to  each  public  man  his  due.  Sir,  when  has  nol  the  gentleman  from 
sufferings  aud  calamities  of  the  war,  whose  blood  is  Mp  be  spilt,'  Virginia  opposed  measures  of  reparation  ? He  met.  us  at  the  thresh- 
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©\d  oh  the  original  resolutions  to  provide  for  antuLIiiional  military 
fovC.  ■ and  in  every  step  since  taken  » and  dot  s it  now  tic-come  him 
to  censure  us  fur  the  want  of  preparations,  which  want  he  has  oc- 
casioned? Bat,  sir,  .1  am  satisfied,  notwithstanding  the  means 
which  have  bet  a employed  to  prevent  it;  the  country  will  be  pre- 
p:v.vd  before  the  expiration  of  the  embargo.  Upon  this  point  I 
wish  tp  be  explicit  and  to  Jieave  nothing.  to  implication  tvriich  may 
mislead.  On  the  first  day  of  April  we  received  the  President  s 
Biessage  reconunendiiig'  an  embargo  lor  60  days ; the  views  of  the 
exec  utivv  and  the  moti  ves  whi'eh  led  to  that  step  were  1 oily  e cpluin- 1 
cd  to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations  in  that  informaliiitevcourse  I 
tv  hick  took  place  between  the  secretary  of  stale  and  the  committee. 
The  gentle,  nair  front  Virginia  teas  present,  heard  amt  partook,  in 
the  conversations,,  and  has  a pet  foct  knowledge  of  the  whole  trails* 
m-iiyn.  fin  embargo  was  advised  as  a preliminary  to  war  with 
Great  Britain  ; it  was  so.  understood  by  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  w-itn  that  impression  the  executive  recommendation 
v.  as  received  in  this  house. 

Congress  on  various  occasions,  during  the  present  session,  had 
manifested  n determination  to' go  to  war.  1 he  executive  had  seen 
this— he  recoumiends  aii  embargo  for  60.  days,  commencing  outlie 
first  day  of  April.  Can  any  man  believe,  that  He  had  not  an  eye  to 
what  w ould  be  the  state  of  the  country,  as  it  rt  Iates  to  preparations, 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time  ? Who,  sir,  is  to  make  the  prepara- 
tions ? The  executive.  Congress  decrees  the  measure,  mid  pro- 
vides the  means;  the  executive  is  to  employ  the  means  furnished 
to  carry  the  measure  into  effect-  I consider  it  the  duty  of  the  exe- 
cutive, and  he,  no  doubt,  is  well  acquainted  with  the  true  state  oi 
tne'E -.lion.  ‘He  is  to  prosecute  the  war;  lie  is  responsible  for  a)  l the 
great  military  movements  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States;  of 
course,  it,  suould  be  his  privilege  t6  determine  at  what  time  ItoStili 
ties  should  commence,  so  far  as  it  depends  on  tins  government.  He 
has  exercised  this  privilege ; and  by  recommending  an  embargo  for 
60  days,  has  declared  that  he  w otild  be  prepared  to  act  at  the  termi- 
nation of  it.  Gentlemen  deceive  themselves,  when  they  suppose 
that  we  shall  find  ourselves  as  unprepared  at  the  end  of  the  embar- 
go as  we  now  are,  and  ewUavor  to  prove  this  by  showing  that  pre- 
parations have  hitherto  progressed  slowly.  It  is  not  correct  to  argue 
respecting  the  future  from  the  past,  where  circumstances  are  essen- 
tially di hermit.  Until  lately,  the  officers  were  not  appointed,  flu: 
recruiting  service  forthenew  army  had  not  commenced  ; the  case 
is  now  different ; most  of  the  officers  are  at  this  time  at  their  respec- 
tive posts,  and  the  recruiting  service  proceeds  with  such  rapidity 
as  to  promise  a competent  force  in  a short  period.  Your  fortifica- 
tions on  the  sea  hoard  are  daily  strengthening : and  where  so  many 
are  actually  engaged,  much  may  be.  done  in  a short  time.  The  mi- 
litia, who  Constitute  our  great  national  defence,  have  been  called 
for  from  the. different  states.  From  all  this,  I infer,  that  we  niav 

salily  erelong  bring  before  this  house  a subject  which  will  put  ah 
end  to  this  embargo— not  by  abate  repeal  of  it,  but  by  open  and 
avowed  hostilities,  or  by  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal, 
which  is  equiv  alent  to  a declaration?  of  war. 

Gentlemen  affect  to  believe  tiiat  we  shall  relapse  into  the  old 
u commercial  restrictive  system  as  a substitute  for  war.  There  can 
bo  no  ground,  for  such  apprehensions  ; no  such  wish  or  intention 
has  Wi  n expressed  on  this  door  or  elsewhere,  (so  far  as  I have 
learned  the  sentiments  of  others)  by  a single  member.  For  my- 
si  l:i  I can  say  that  I feel  an  entire"  aversion  to  such  a system, 
witii  a view  to  coerce  both  or  cither  of  the  belligerents  to  respect 
our  rights.  It  has-been  tried,  the  experiment  has  failed  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  edict ; we  ought  not  longer  to  rely  on  it,  but 
take  toe  only  stronger  measure  that  remains.  -1  voted  tor  the  em- 
bargo, as  so  I believe  a, majority  of  congress  did,  as  a fair  warning 
to  con  mercial  men,  that  war  was  to  follow  it— to  enable  them  to 
secure  their  property  from  the  grasp  of  the  enemy,  and  to  restrain 
pr.y  further  adventures  under  the  delusive  expectation  of  peace, 
This  sir,  is  conformable  to  the  long  established  usage  of  all  wise  na- 
tions ; and  had  congress  declared  war,  without  such  a precaution, 
it  would  have  brought  on  us  the  merited  censure  of  every  enlight- 
ened citizen. 

Blit;  sir,  we  are  exultinglytold,  that  the  loan  required  by  the  go- 
vernmentto  prosecute  .the  war,  has  failed.  This,  to  a certain  ex- 
tent, I admit;  but  it  has  not  tailed  to  such  a degree,  as  to  impede 
our  progress.  It  is  a fact  lhucl:  to  be  lamented,  that  there  exists 
in  this  country  an  organized  opposition  to  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, whose; influence  is  seen  and  felt  on  .this  floor;  and  whenever 
an  appeal  is  made  to  the  patriotism  ot  the  people,  its  effects  sire 
transfused  from  one  extremity  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  other, 
for  tr.e  pur  nose  of  defeating  the  measures  which  are  adopted  to 
maintain  tnc  honor  of  the  nation.  Yes,  sir,  every  exertion  has 
he.  ;:  made-  to- weaken  the  arm  of  the  government  bv  means  tin 
most  disgraceful,  'lire  people  have  been  admonished"  to  withhold 
t'  cir  resources  from  us,  in  an  hour  of  great  public,  difficulty  and 
dan  v.  oir.  on  the  eve  of  a war  wj : h a foreign  power,  it  is  surely 
no  subject  of  congratulation  tos'v  a set  of  men  combining  together 
V>  weaken  their  own  country,  and  thereby  indirectly  give  an  ad- 
vantage to  »he  enf.ii) . Sir,  J venture  to  predict,  that  if  war  is 
ouve lie'gun.ttie  difricuhk's, which  now  prcseui  tborbstives  to  tin- 
pin-pored  !ojtn,  wii!  vanish.  Tiie  distinction. -of  federalists  and  r.  - 
publicans  xrili  cease;  (he. united  energies  of  the  people  will  lie 
Vrought  into  :><-ti.m  ;•  the  enquiry  wifi  &>,  are  you  lor  your  coun- 
try or  against  it  ] - •*  *’• 

! : e gentivm.m  from  Virginia  said,  that  he.  came  down  to  the 
Imv.r  to-day  u»  advise -us  to  treat  u ‘is  petition  pesnect fully.  Sir, 
h id  the  gems-map-  not  come  down  to  the  Httsc,  we  should' not 
have  treated  t.,is  or  any  other  pe  tition  with  il'vrespi.^f.  ’l‘he peti- 
tion i*  3 si;  tor  that  winch  cannot  be  g;  anted  ; we  answer  then, 
pimnly  aid  promptly.  Is  it  -not  *rinre  -respectful  to  treat ’them* 
% ms,  t urn  to  excite  hopes  and  expectations  Which  it  is  not  our  in- 
t ntion  to  realize  ? Sir,  I humbly  conceive  it  is.  To  irrant  the 
prayer  of  this  petition,  and,  thereby  enable  t!u  petitioners  to  ha- 
zard thur  property'  on  the  ocean,  would  he  to  inflict  on  them  a 
e;gmd  injury.  1 canfiot  believe  if  these  petitioners  seriously  thought 


tlr.it  war  was  to  commence  in  less  than  60  days,  between  G*eat 
Britain  and  me  United  Stales, that  they  would  venture  their  piu- 
pevty  abroad  in  the  manner  winch  seems  to  be  wished  lor.  They 
hast  been  induced  by  a total  perversion  of  the  real  intention  of  the 
majority  of  Congress,  to  thinn  that  such  an  event  was  HoF  in  con- 
templation. It  is  time  they  should  be  undeceived. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  supposes,  that  with  a very  few  ex- 
ceptions, tlie  majority  in  this  bouse  are  auxious  to  get  out  of  the 
scrape  into  which  they  have  been  precipitated.  1 imagine  that 
gentleman  did  not  consult  his  usual  accuracy  of  expression,  w hen 
he  permitted  himself  to  employ  this  phrase  ology.  Docs  the  g.iiili  - 
mail  mean  to  say,  that  the  majority  would  surrender  the  national 
rights,  and  tamely  submit  to  the  wrongs  and  insults  which  have 
been  heaped  upon  us  by  Gn  at  Britain  ? If  so,  he  is  in  a gross  em»r 
of  which  I hope  in  a few  da  ys  to  see  him  convinced.  But  if  he 
means  that  we  are  anxious  to  be  relieved  from  our  present  em- 
barrassments by  a just  and  honorable  peace,  the  sentiment  corres- 
ponds with  the  wishes  of  every  friend  to  his  country.  AVaris  not 
desired  by  any  one.  Necessity,  not  choice,  has  induced  us  to  re- 
sort to  this  last  appeal  of  notions.  T here  is  no  prospect  of  an  ad- 
justment by  amicable  negotiation*  SlialBwe  then  submit  or  go 
on  ? There  is  no  difficulty  in  the  decision,  and  I trust  that  every 
member  of  the  majority  will  do  his  duty  w ithout  fear  or  tremb- 
ling. -•  ‘ 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  charges  the  majority  with  not 
having  courage  enough  to  lay  the  taxes,  and  says  we  have  turned 
our  backs  upon  them.  In  tins  he  is  also  mistaken.  The  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  adopted 
by  the  house,  on  the  subject  of-  taxes,  made- them  contingent  on  a 
state  of  actual  war.  Whenever  that  point  is  finally  settled,  the 
necessary  taxes  will  be  imposed  for  supporting  the  public  credit  ; 
and  I did  suppose  that  the  intention  of  the  house  upon  this  subject 
could  not  be  easily'  tuisundt  rstood.  In  the  event  of  war,  taxes  w i il 
iie  indispensable ; and  J have  no  doubt  the  people  will  cheerfully 
submit  to  them.  We  have  not  then  turned  our  backs  upon  the 
taxes,  as  the  gentleman  may  have  imagined. 

Permit, me  jiow,  sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the 
subject  of  our  secret  proceedings,  while  the  bill  laying  an  embar- 
go was  under  discussion.  T he  world  was  then  shut  out ; none  but 
select  men.  choice  men  of  the  people  was  in  this  hall— and,  strange 
to  tell,  a mutilated,  unfair  and  false  representation  of  our  proceed- 
ings, shortly  appeared  in  the  public  prints  I Sir,  I would  use 
stronger  terms,  did  I not  know  that  the  report  must  have  been  fur- 
nished by  some  member  of  this  hoifse.  Among  other  misrepresen- 
tations contained  in  that  report,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Randolph)  was  stated  to  have  said  on  this  floor,  that  the  Secretary 
of  state  had  observed  to  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  that 
should  New -York  or  some  other  cities  on  the  seaboard  be  destroy- 
ed by  the  enemy,  it  w ould  not  materially  affect  the  great  inti  rests 
of  the  nation.  Sir,  the  secretary  of  state  made  no  such  observa- 
tion to  the  committee,  nor  did  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  make 
any  such  statement,  to  this  house.  The  same,  gentleman  is  also 
made  to  say,  that  he  knew  the  embargo  was  not  intended  as  a pre- 
cursor of  war  ; thereby  conveying  the  idea  that  he  had  a know- 
ledge of  the  secret  intentions  of  others,  which  were  at  variance  with 
their  professions.  In  this  respect  injustice  was  done  to  bis  state- 
ments. He  only  said  (to  the  best  of  my  recollection)  that  w ar  was 
not  Unnecessary  consequence  of  an  embargo. 

The  gentleman  from  New -York  admoi ashes  us  that  if  we  go  to 
w ar,  xve  ought  to  take  the  hearts  of  the  people  with  us.  Sir,  w e a U 
know  that  w ithout  this  nothing  effectual  can  be  done.  But  is  this 
object  to  be  attained  by  a Variable  policy,  which  is  to-day  one 
tiling,  to-morrow  another  ; no,  convince  them  by  a firm  and  deter* 
mined  conduct  of  your  intentions,  and  they  will  go  with  yon  in 
every  extremity,  against  any  foreign  foe  with  whom  you  come  in 
collision. 

Sir,  every  member  on  this  floor  must,  feel  for  the  situation  of  the 
petitioners;  they  are  suffering  ; it  is  a misfortune,  that  this  should 
be  the  case — but  certainly  it  is  some  alleviation,  to  reflect  that  this 
sacrifice  is  not  made  wantonly,  but  with  a view  to  secure  national 
independence,  individual  liberty  and  a permanent  security  for 
property. 

I regret,  sir,  that  I have  trespassed  so  long  on, the  patience  of 
the  house  in  discharging  \vh  at  I deemed  to  be  my  duty.  1 hope  the 
motion  of  my  colleague  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Wright — Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Randolph,)  in  the  hug-  range  he  had  taken  in  this  case,  lias  passed 
in  review  before  vis  all  Ids  objections  to  the  embargo,  and  arraign- 
ed < he  majority  of  tins  house  for  the  adoption  of  so  ruinous  a pro- 
ject. He  tells"  us  that  the  embargo  forced  our  seamen  into  the 
power  of  Great  Britain  at  upwards  of  fifty  dollars  per  month,  and 
that  without  a very  Hot  press  in  the  British  ports,  where  he  insinu- 
ates they  will  lie  left  by  their  American  captains,'  they  will  be  im- 
pressed into  the  British  service.  The  embargo  itsclwlid  not  pro- 
duce this  effect;  which  it  was  in  reality  intended  to  remedy,  but 
the  disclosure  of  the  sOcref  intention  ot  congress  to  Jay  it,  in  which 
the  breath  of  suspicion  has  never  implicated  me.  But  it  the  tin* 
bargo,  of  father  the  di closure  of  its  being ‘about  to  take  place, 
forced  our  seamen  into  the  poWci'of  our  enemy,  and  was  therefore 
objectionable,  flow  can  the  present  proposition  to  export,  without 
restriction,  In  an  unarmed  state,  our  productions,  be  secured  1 rum 
the  same  objection  ? Our  ships  that  carry  our  products  to  market 
must  be  manned  ; and  how,  I ask,  are  these  men  to  be  secured 
from  impressment  l But,  sir,  w e are  charged  by  the  same  gentle- 
man w ith  Iking  governed  by  certain  ministerial  prints  in  our  con- 
gri  ssiofipj  measures  ; that  the  Aurora,  the  Democratic  Press,  the 
V.  hit&  jmd  the  Intelligencer,  are  edited  by  foreigners  who  have 
com*  here  to  disturb  our  repose  by,  goading  ns  on  to  war.  Sir,  I 
feel  a conviction  of  the  impropriety  of  thiit  suggestion,, as .uwtppli* 
cable  not  eidy  to  myself,  but  to  the  whole  house.  We,  sir,  have 
been  govern,  d by  an  honest  zeal  to  represent  our  constituents  in 
avenging  the  wrongs  oi  our  country,  and  a firm  conviction  of  t lie 
wisdom  and  polity  of  the  measures  adoptetTlpr  Utat  pCryose.  But, 


IS**/*- 

// 


J feel  it  due  to  those  printers  who  cannot  be  heard  in  their  own  de- 
linee,  tosav  that  they  Lave  just  vluuiis  on  the  graUtuue  qI  tliwi 
adopted  country  for  tlieir  patriotic  exertions  in  supporting  the 
SSisof  our  glorious  revolution,  and  defending  tin*  measures 
pnnupi.su*  »«  h , . . •- ...  „ the  atiommable 


The  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton  were  not 
very  important  in  their  impression  on  the  enemy, 
but  were  of  essential  consequence,  as  they  served 
to  illustrate  the  fortitude  and  intrep  tiity,  atid  deve- 
lope  the  resources  of  the  Atneiican  commander. 

The  subjoined  sketch  of  the  revolutionary  ser- 
vices, rendered  by  gen.  Dearborn,  is  imperfectly 
collected  from  his  brothers  in  Arms. 

When  the  British  sent  a detachment  to  destroy 
the  military  stores  in  the  vicinity  of  Lexington, 
Mr.  Dearborn,  then  a young  gentleman  in  the 
study  of  medicine,  resided  at  Nottingham,  in  New 
Hampshiie.  Animated  by  the  patriotic  resistance 
of  the  Americans,  immediately  on  being  informed 
of  the  battle  by  express,  he  assembled  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  observed  that  the  time  had  now  arrived, 
when  the  rights  of  the  American  people  must  be 
vindicated  by  arms,  or  an  odious  despotism  would 
forever  be  rivetted  upon  them.  The  militia  had  al- 
ready gathered  and  impressed  with  these  sentiments, 
a company  of  sixty  five  men  armed  and  accoutred, 
paraded  at  one  o’clock  of  the  next  day  after  the 
Lexington  battle.  Dearborn  advanced  with  them 
in  such  rapidity,  that  they  reached  Cambridge 
Common,  a distance  of  fifty  miles,  in  20  hours. — 
After  remaining  at  Cambridge  several  days,  there 
being  no  immediate  occasion  for  their  services, 
they  returned.  Dearborn,  was  soon  after  com- 
missioned a captain  in  one  of  the  New  Hampshire 
regiments  under  the  command  of  col.  Stark,  and 
such  was  his  popularity,  and  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  his  bravery  and  conduct,  that  in  ten  days 
from  the  time  he  received  his  commission,  he.  en- 
listed a full  company  and  marched  again  to  Cam- 
bridge. On  the  morning  of  the  glorious  seven- 
teenth of  June,  information  was  received  at  Mystid, 
[now  Medford  j where  Dearborn  was  stationed, 
that  the  British  were  preparing  to  come  out  fron* 
Boston,  and  storm  the  works  which  had  been 
thrown  upon  Breed’s  Hill  the  night  before,  by  the 
Americans. 

The  regiment  to  which  he  was  attached  was  im- 
mediately paraded,  and  marched  to  Charleston 
Neck.  Dearborn’s  company  composed  the  flank 
guard  to  the  regiment.  They  crossed  the  neck  un- 
der a galling  fire  from  the  British  men  of  war  and 
floating  batteries,  and  having  sustained  some  loss, 
arrived  at  the  heights.  The  action  soon  commenc- 
ed and  the  Americans  stood  their  ground  until  their 
ammunition  was  expended,  and  they  could  no  ion-, 
ger  beat  off  the  British  bayonets,  with  the  butt  ends 
of  their  muskets.  Dearborn  carried  a fusee  into 
the  battle  of  Bunker’s  Hill,  and  fir  ed  regularly  with 
his  men.  The  next  arduous  service  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  was  the  expedition  to  Canada,  through 
the  wilds  of  Kennebec,  under  the  command  of  gen- 


«!  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  iru* 
slander*  of. the  enemies  ot  our  liberties  and  independence,  those 
miscreant  native  printers,  who  have  evinced  the  strongest  dispose 
ti>m  to  plant  daggers  in  the  vitals  ol  tne  liberties  of  then  native 
countrv,  under  a foreign  golden  influence,  l have  no  donut,  bir, 

I wisli’tlie  representatives  on  this  floor,  elected  by  the  American 
people,  would  test  their  devotion  to  tln  ir  country  s cause,  with  hail 
the  practical  patriotism  of  these  foreign  printers,  we  should  teei 
much  less  difficulty  in  preparing  and  progressing  to  avenge  our 
wrongs.  Sir,  the  geuil.-rnan  from  New- York  (Mr.  Bleeckcr;  has 
told  us  that  he  is  pleased  with  the  signs  bt  the  times,  and  that  ere 
long  there  sliail  come  a voice  from  the  east  in  the  language  ol 
thunder,  that  shall  make  itself  heard  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  irom 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi.  What,  sir,  does  that  gentleman 
expect  to  alarm  congress,  and  by  this  threat  of  civil  war  to  coerce  a 
majority  of  this  house  to  submit  tube  governed  by  a minority  ? , i; 
helloes,  sir,  he  will  find  himself  mistaken  j nor  can  I believe  that 
such  a disposition  exists  in  the  east  to  any  considerable  extent,  any 
thing  the  slanders  of  a Henry,  and  the  predictions  and  maledic- 
tions of  tile  gentleman  from  New- York,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. But  sir,  should  the  signs  of  treason  and  civil  war  disco- 
ver themselves  in  any  quart,  r o.  the  American  empire,  1 do  not  tie- 
lievc  they  will  produce  that  effect  ; and  I can  tell  that  gentleman 
that  in  such  an  event,  I have  no  doubt,  the  evil  would  soon  be  raui- 
cally  cured,  by  hemp  and  confiscation  ; and  to  assure  him  of  my  ex- 
ertions to  effect  their  immediate  application.  The  gentlemen  talk 
of  signs  and  tokens  abroad,  and  ol  the  influence  oi  tin- planets.  Sir, 
the  archives  ofotir  own  house,  the  vote  on  the  bill  for  the'  protec- 
tion of 6257  impressed  American  seamen  onboard  the  British  ships 
of  war,  groaning  under  a worse  than  Egyptian  bondage,  tarnish  a 
strong  sign  of  the  times,  and  show  that  a certain  portion  oi  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  American  people  are  under  the  influence  of  a 
British  planet. 

Mr.  Bleeckcr  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Wright)  had  altogether  misunderstood  him.  He,  (Mr.  Bleecker) 
had  no  reference  to  any  particular  section  of  the  union  ; but  said, 
that  if  gentlemen  persevered  in  their  project  ol  going  to  war 
within  sixty  days  in  the  present  unprepared  state  of  the  country, 
the  people,  in  whatever  part  of  the  union  they  might  be,  who  are 
to  suffer  the  privations  and  calamities  of  the  war,  w ould  soon  put 
down  all  their  measures.  » 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  favor  nf  postpone- 
ment of  tiie  consideration  of  tile  petitions  to  tiic  fourth  day  of 
July. 


Major-general  Henry  Dearborn, 

Commander-in-chief  of  the  N orthern  Army. 

Courage  and  alacrity  in  armies  are  principally 
inspired  by  confidence  placed  in  the  commanders. 

However  dangerous  the  position  of  a' corps  may  be 
in  the  field  of  battle,  if  it  is  convinced  the  dangers 
encountered  are  for  the  general  good  of  the  army, 
they  will  be  endured  not  only  with  firmness  but 
cheerfulness.  This  truth  obtains  with  regard  to 
the  plans,  arrangements  and  operations  of  an  army. 

The  duty  of  a soldier  is  peremptory  ; he  is  not  per- 
mitted to  inquire  into  its  expediency,  or  to  doubt 
its  propriety;  in  order,  therefore,  that  he  perform 
it  with  alacrity*  it  is  necessary  that  he  have  unli- 
mited confidence  in  the  source  fiorn  which  it  flows. 

To  doubt  in  the  hour  of  danger,  is  to  be  destroy- 
ed. AJ1  consummate  commanders  have  made  it  a 
principal  object  to  gain  the  confidence  of  their 

troops,  and  to  restore  it  whenever  startled  by  action  Jeral  Arnold.  He  was  not  ordered  on  this  danger 
or  misfortune,  by  masterly  strokes  of  address  and  ous  and  difficult  service,  but  persuaded  a captain 


policy.  When  Caesar,  with  a view  to  surprise, 
adyaiiced  rapidly  on  Arisvistus,  the  German  chief, 
his  soldiers  irom  accounts  of  the  strength  and  lero 
city  of  the  Germans,  became  alarmed,  and  under- 
various  pretences  muttered  their  resolution  not  to 
obey,  if  ordered  on  such  an  unprepared  for  service. 

Caesar  assembled  them,  and  informed  them 

he  had  understood  that  some  of  them  had  disguised 
their  fears  under  the  difficulties  of  the  ways  and 
want  of  provisions.  I am  not  now  to  be  told  (says 
he)  what  is  due  to  mv  trust,  or  that  an  army  must 
be  subsisted..  At  precisely  two  in  the.  morning,  I 
shall  decamp  ; if  foil  owed  yvith  the  tenth  legion, 
alone.  His  troops,  humiliated  and  impatient  to 
retrieve  their  reputation,  advanced  with  confidence 
to  victory. 


who  was  drafted  to  exchange  places  with  him. 
Thirty  two  days'  w-ere  employed  in  traversing  the 
hideous  wilderness  between  the  settlements  on  the 
Kennebec  and  the  Chaudiere,  in  which  every  hard- 
ship and  fatigue  of  which  human  nature  is  capable, 
was  endured  indiscriminately  by  the  officers  and 
troops.  Oh  the  highlands  between  the  Kennebec 
and  St.  Lawrence,  the  temnant  of  provisions  was 
divided  among  the  companies,  who  were  directed  to 
make  the  best  of  their  way  in  separate  divisions  to 
the  settlements  of  the  Chaudiere.  The  last  frag- 
ment of  food  in  Dearborn’s  company  was  shortly 
consumed,  and  he  was  reduced  to  the  extremity  of 
dividing  a large  dog  which  accompanied  him,  \yith 
his  comrades.  When  they  reached  the  Chaudiere, 
from  colds,  extreme  hardship  and  want  of  austen- 
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ance,  his  strength  failed  him,  and  he  was  unable  to 
walk  but  a short  distance  without  wading  into  the 
river  to  refrigerate  and  stimulate  his  limbs. — With 
• difficulty  he  reached  a poor  hut  on  the  Chaudiere, 
when  he  told  his  men  he  could  accompany  them  no 
farther,  animated  them  forward  to  a glorious  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  and  would  suffer  no  one  to  re- 
main to  attend  him  in  his  illness.  His  company 
left  him  with  tears  in  their  eyes  expecting  to  see 
him  no  more  : — Dearborn  was  here  seized  with  a 
violent  fever,  during  which  his  life  was  in  danger 
for  ten  days,  without  physician  or  medicine,  and 
with  scarcely  the  necessaries  of  common  life.  His 
fine  constitution  at  last  surmounted  the  disease,  and 
as  soon  as  he  was  able  to  mount  a horse  he  proceed 
ed  to  Point  Levi,  crossed  over  to  Wolf’s  cove,  and 
made  his  unexpected  appearance  at  the  head  of  his 
company  a few  days  before  the  assault  on  Quebec. — 
At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, in  a severe  snow  storm,  and  in  a climate 
that  vies  with  Norway  in  tempest  and  intense  cold 
the  attack  was  commenced.  Dearborn  was  attach- 
ed to  the  corps  under  general  Arnold,  who  was 
wounded  early  in  the  action,  and  carried  from  the 
field.  Morgan  succeeded  to  the  command,  and 

with  a voice  louder  than  the  tempest”  animated 
the  troops  as  they  stormed  the  first  barrier  and  en- 
tered the  town.  Montgomery  had  already  hied  on 
immortal  ground,  and  his  division  being  repulsed 
the  corps  under  Morgan  was  exposed  to  a sanguina- 
ry but  unavailing  contest.  From  the  windows  of 
the  store  houses,  each  a castle,  and  from  the  tops  of 
the  parapets,  a destructive  fire  was  poured  upon  the 
assailants.  In  vain  was  the  second  barrier  gained 
by  scaling  ladders ; double  ranks  of  soldiers  pre- 
sented a forest  of  bayonets  below,  and  threatened 
inevitable  destruction  to  any  one  who  should  leap 
from  the  walls. — Dearborn  maintained  for  a long 
time  this  desperate  warfare,  until  at  last  he  and  the 
remnant  of  his  company  overpowered  by  a sortie 
of  two  hundred  men  with  field  pieces  who  attacked 
him  in  front  and  rear  in  a short  street,  and  compell- 
ed him  to  surrender.  The  whole  corps  originally 
led  on  by  Arnold  were  killed  or  made  prisoners  of 

war.  Dearborn  was  now  put  into  rigid  confine- 
ment, with  a number  of  other  officers,  who  were 
not  allowed  to  converse  with  each  other,  unless  in 
the  presence  of  the  officer  of  the  guard.  While  in 
prison  he  was  urgently  solicited  by  the  English  offi- 
cers to  join  the  British:  was  promised  a colonel’s 
commission  if  he  would  accept,  and  was  assured  if 
he  refused,  that  he  would  be  sent  out  to  England 
in  the  spring  and  inevitably  hanged  as  a rebel.  The 
©nly  reply  he  made  to  their  solicitations  or  menaces 

was,  that  he  had  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  the 
liberties  and  rights  of  his  country  ; that  he  never 
would  disgrace  himself  or  dishonor  his  profession 
b}7  receiving  any  appointment  under  Great  Bri- 
tain, but  was  ready  to  meet  death  in  any  shape  ra- 
ther than  relinquish  the  glorious  cause  he  had 
espoused. 

In  May,  1776,  col.  Meigs  and  himself  were  per- 
mitted to  return  on  them  parole.  They  were  sent 
round  to  Halifax  in  a ship  of  war,  and  treated  with 
the  usual  contumely  and  hauteur  of  English  offi- 
cers, who  would  not  deign  to  speak  to  Afi.^  * $’s, 
nor  even  allow  them  to  walk  the  same  side  of  the 
quarter  deck  with  themselves.  They  were  put 
ashore  in  Penobscot  bay,  and  returned  by  land,  in 
the  March  following,  Dearborn  was  exchanged, 
land  appointed  major  to  the  third  New  Hampshire 
regiment,  commanded  by  col.  Scammell.  In  May 
he  arrived  at  Ticonderoga,  and  was  constantly  in 
the  rear  guard,  skirmishing  with  the  British  and 


Indians,  in  the  retreat  of  St.  Clair,  when  pressed 
on  by  Burgoyne’s  army.  When  the  advance  of 
Burgoyne  was  checked,  and  he  encamped  on  the 
heights  of  Saratoga,  Dearborn  was  appointed  iieut. 
colonel  commandant  of  a partizan  corps  of  three 
hundred  men,  stationed  in  front,  to  act  as  a corps 
of  observation  in  concert  with  Morgan’s  riflemen. 
In  the  famous  engagement  of  the  19th  of  September, 
colonel  Morgan  himself  commenced  the  encounter 
by  driving  in  the  out  posts  and  picket  guards  of  the 
right  wing  of  the  British  army,  which  was  com- 
manded by  general  Burgoyne  in  person.  In  the 
hard  fought  battle  of  the  7th  of  October,  he  was  in 
the  division  of  general  Arnold,  who  commenced  a 
furious  and  persevering  attack  on  the  right  wing  of 
the  Biitish  forces.  Whilst  Arnold  pressed  hard  on 
the  enemy,  Dearborn  was  ordered  to  pass  the  light, 
and  take  possession  of  eight  heavy  cannon  which 
played  over  the  British  into  the  American  lines.  In 
executing  this  order,  he  was  charged  by  a corps  of 
light  infantry,  which  he  repulsed  with  fixed  bayo- 
nets, gained  the  eminence,  took  the  cannon  and 
corps  of  artillery  attached  to  them,  and  having  dis- 
posed of  them,  made  a rapid  movement  into  the  rear 
of  the  British  lines,  and  gave  a full  fire  before  his 
approach  was  discovered.  The  British  were  soon 
after  forced  into  a precipitate  retreat,  and  Dearborn 
assisted  in  storming  their  works  through  the  whole 
extent,  under  a tremendous  fire  of  grape  and  mus- 
ketry. Arnold  was  wounded  in  the  same  leg  which 
suffered  when  Dearborn  followed  him  to  the  assault 
of  Quebec,  and  was  repulsed  from  the  works  after 
having  gained  a temporary  possession  of  them  ; but 
Iieut.  colonel  Brooks  having  gained  the  left  of  the 
encampment,  was  enabled  to  maintain  his  ground. 
During  the  long  contested  battle,  which  decided 
the  fate  of  Burgoyne’s  army.  Dearborn  was  unable 
to  rest,  or  take  any  refreshment  from  daylight  until 
late  at  night.  The  succeeding  winter  he  passed  in 
camp  at  Valley  Forge,  with  the  main  body  of  the 
American  army,  commanded  by  Gen.  Washington 
in  person. 

At  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  the  spirited  conduct 
of  col.  Dearborn,  and  a corps,  under  his  command,* 
attracted  particularly  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  After  Lee  had  made  a precipitate 
and  unexpected  retreat,  Washington  among  mea- 
sures which  he  took  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
British,  ordered  Dearborn  with  three  hundred  and 
fifty,  men  to  attack  a body  of  troops  which  were 
passing  through  an  orchard  on  the  right  wing  of 
the  enemy.  The  Amer  icans  advanced  under  a hea- 
vy fire  with  a rapid  step  and  shouldered  arms.  The 
enemy  filed  off  and  formed  on  the  edge  of  a mo- 
rass : — The  Americans  wheeled  to  the  right,  re- 
ceived their  second  fire  with  shouldered  arms — 
marched  up  until  within  eight  rods,  dressed,  gave 
a full  fire,  and  charged  bayonet.  The  British  hav- 
ing sustained  considerable  loss,  fled  with  precipita- 
tion across  the  morass,  where  they  were  protected 
by  the  main  body  of  the  qrmy. — What  troops  are 
those,”  enquired  Washington,  with  evident  plea- 
sure at  their  gallant  conduct : — “ Full  blooded  Yan- 
kees from  New-Hampshire,  sir,”  replied  Dearborn. 
He  accompanied  general  Sullivan  in  his  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  and  in  the  battle  was  attached 
to  general  Poor’s  brigade.  When  the  disaffection 
and  treason  of  Arnold  transpired,  he  was  stationed 
at  West-Point,  and  was  officer  of  the  day  at  the  ex- 
ecution of  major  Andre.  In  1781,  he  was  appoint- 
ed deputy  quarter  master  general  with  the  rank  of 
colonel,  and  served  in  that  capacity  at  the  siege  of 


* Col.  Gilley  was  also  attached  to  this  corps; 
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Yorktown.  In  short,  there  was  scarcely  a 
between  Yorktown  and  Quebec  daring  the  long 
protracted  war,  in  which  colonel  Dearborn  did  not 
take  a brave,  active  and  conspicuous  part. 

Soon  after  the  peace  he  moved  into  the  District 
of  Maine,  where  he  was  engaged  lor  several  years 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  appointed  major- 
general  of  the  militia,  and  elected  to  represent  the 
district  of  Keonebunk  in  the  congress  oi  the  United 
I States.  No  man  wa^  ever  more  popular  in  the  dis- 
$ trict  in  which  he  resided,  or  will  be  longer  remem- 
’ bered  by  its  inhabitants,  than  general  Dearborn. — 
On  the  accession  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  presidency, 
* lie  was  appointed  secretary  of  war.  During  along 
“"and  arduous  discharge  ol  the  important  duties  of 
this  office,  his  political  enemies  have  given  him  ere 
dit  for  the  economy,  dispatch,  and  punctuality, 
which  he  introduced  to  the  department.  In  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  war  department, 
general  Dearborn  has  had  an  opportunity  to  fami- 
liarize. himself  with  the  improvements  in  modern 
tactics,  and  the  economy  of  war,  and  to  keep  alive 
and  add  to  his  former  stores  of  military  knowledge. 
When  we  consider  the  strength  of  his  constitution, 
the  decision  and  promptitude  of  his  mind,  his  great 
military  acquisitions,  his  tried  patriotism  and  long 
services  so  honorably  rendered  ; we  are  induced 
without  hesitation  to  say,  that  in  no  person  could 
be  confided  with  more  hope  and  assurance,  thedes 
tinies  of  the  northern  army. 


The  war  in  the  Peninsula. 

(continued  from  page  158.J 

Junction  between  general  Cuesta  and  sir  Arthur  Wel- 
lesley. Battle  of  Talavera.  The  British  march 
to  Oropesa.  The  French  advance  from  Placentia. 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  retreats  to  Badajos. 

In  the  mean  time  sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  after  his 
return  from  the  pursuit  of  marshal  Soult,  had  re- 
mained long  inactive  in  the  vicinity  of  Lisbon  ; not 
from  his  own  disposition,  which  was  full  o,f  ardour 
and  activity  in  the  cause,  and  adventurous  in  quest 
ol  personal  reputation.  He  was  as  anxious  as  pos- 
sible to  strike  some  decisive  blow  ; but  before  this 
should  be  attempted,  it  was  necessary  that  some 
plan  of  co  operation  should  be  concerted  between 
him  and  the  Spanish  generals,  particularly  general 
Cuesta.  He  was  not  more  solicitous  to  obtain  the 
co  operation  of  Cuesta,  than  desirous  that  the  Spa 
nish  general  should  not  make  any  attempt  of  im 
portance  without  that  of  the  English  army.  He 
therefore  obtained  & promise  from  him  that  he 
should  suspend  his  operations  till  the  English  had 
reached  the  Tagus.  It  appears  from  the  correspon 
dence  between  the  marquis  of  Wellesley  and  Mr. 


[ obstacles  in  managingand  coming  to  a clear  under- 
standing with  the  central  junta,  and  that  the  junta 
found  as  much  difficulty  in  calling  forth  the  means 
and  energies  of  the  nation ; in  guiding  general 
Cuesta,  who  was  a crusty  old  gentleman,  of  un- 
doubted bravery  and  decision  of  character,  but  who 
was  considered  by  most  military  men  as  not  fitted 
in  any  other  respect  for  the  command  of  an  army. 
He  was  partial  to  a kind  of  harrassing  warfare, 
and  not  very  willing  tonfcun  the  risk  of  any  great 
and  decisive  battle.  At  length,  however,  a plan  of 
co-operaticyi  was  concerted  between  the  Spanish  and 
British  generals,  and  both  began  their  march  to- 


battle  wards  Madrid.  A complete  junction  of  their  ar- 
mies was  effected  on  the  20tn  July,  and  immediate 
measures  were  taken  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
plan  that  had  been  adopted.  Sir  Robert  Wilson, 
who  commanded  a body  of  Portuguese  troops  to 
he  number  of  three  or  four  thousand  men,  which 
he  had  brought  into  a state  of  excellent  discipline, 
was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Escalona  on  the  liver 
Alberche,  and  the  corps  under  Venegas  advanced 
to  Argonda.  The  main  strength  of  the  allied  army 
marched  on  towards  Ollala,  where  the  enemy  was 
posted.  After  these  preparatory  and  auxiliary 
movements  had  been  made,  the  main  British  and 
Spanish  army  proceeded  to  Talavera,  where  the 
right  of  the  enemy’s  outposts  were  turned,  and 
driven  back  by  the  Spanish  guards,  under  the 
duke  of  Albuquerque,  aided  by  two  British  regi- 
ments under  general  Anson.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24th  it  was  discovered  that  the  French 
had  retreated  towards  Torrijos,  in  order  to  form  a 
junction  with  general  Sebastiani.  The  Biitish 
army  not  being  able  to  continue  the  pursuit  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  deficiency  of  themeans  of  trans- 
port, they  were  followed  by  Cuesta  as  far  as  Santa, 
Ollala.  In  the  mean  time,  all  the  French  forces  in 
that  part  of  Spain  were  united,  consisting  of  the 
divisions  of  marshal  Victor  and  general  Sebastiani, 
the  guards  of  Joseph  Bonaparte,  amounting  to 
8000  men,  and  the  garrison  of  Madrid.  T^ris  force 
was  commanded  by  king  Joseph  in  person,  aided 
bv  Jourdan,  Victor  and  Sebastiani.  With  this 
force,  the  advanced  guard  of  Cuesta  was  attacked, 
and  compelled  to  fall  back  upon  the  British  with 
very  considerable  loss. 

Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  perceiving  that  it  was  the 
object  of  the  enemy  to  attack  the  combined  armies, 
chose  a position  in  the  neighborhood  of  Talavera 
del  Reyna,  a town  half  wav  between  Placentia  and 
Madrid,  and  about  60  or  70  miles  distant  from  both; 
and  general  Cuesta  having  consented  to  take  this 
position,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  British 
general,  Sherbrooke,  was  ordered  to  retire  with  his 
corps  to  its  station  in  the  line,  leaving  general  Mac- 
kenzie, with  a division  of  infantry  and  a.biigade  of 
cavalry,  as  an  advanced  post  in  the  wood  on  the 
right  of  the  Alberche,  which  covered  the  left  flank 
of  the  allies.  The  position  of  the  troops  at  Ta- 
lavera, extended  rather  more  than  two  miles. 
The  ground  was  open  upon  the  left,  where 
the  British  army  was  stationed,  and  it  was  com- 
manded by  a height,  on  which  there  was  drawn 
up  in  echelon  and  in  second  line,  a division  of  in 
fantry  under  major  general  Hill.  Between  this 
height  and  a range  of  mountains  still  further  to  the 
left,  there  was  a valley  which  was  not  occupied,  as 
it  was  commanded  by  the  height  just  mentioned, 
and  the  range  appeared  too  distant  to  have  anv-  in- 
fluence upon  the  expected  action.  The  right  wing 
of  the  allied  army,  consisting  of  Spanish  troops, 
extended  immediately  in  front  of  the  town  of  Tala- 
veradown  to  the  Tagus.  This  part  of  the  ground 
was  coveVed  with  olive  trees,  and  much  intersected 
by  banks  and  ditches.  The  high  wood  leadingfrom 
the  bridge  over  the  Alberche,  was  defended  by  a 
heavy  battery  in  front  of  a church,  which  was  oc- 
cupied by  ~Sponi1'  ‘ xntjv.  All  the  avenues  of  the 
town  were  defended  in  a similar  manner,  and  the 
town  itself  was  occupied.  In  the  centre  be  ween 


the  English  and  Spanish  armies,  there  was  a.  corn 
manding  ground,  on  which  the  English  had  begun 
to  construct  a redoubt,  with  some  open  ground  in 
its  rear:  here  was  posted  a division  of  infantry, .sup- 
ported by  a brigade  of  dragoons  and  some  Spar.Tk 
cavalry. 
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On  tlie  27th  of  July  the  French  made  a sudden  .desired  him  to  choose  which  he  would  do  : and  sir 


attack  upon  the  advanced  post  under  general  Mac 
kenzie,  who  withdrew  in  excellent  order1  though 
not  without  some  loss,  on  the  left  of  the  position 
of  the  combined  armies.  Towards  the  evening  the 
French  made  an  attempt  to  overthrow  the  Spanish 
infanfcrjr,  which  formed  the  right  wing  of  the  army, 
but  without  success.  They  then  commenced  a 
general  attack  upon  the  allies,  by  a cannonade  on 
the  left  of  their  position,  and  by  an  attempt  with 
the  cavalry,  to  overthrow  the  Spanish  infantry,  in 
which  they  failed.  A division  was  then  pushed 
along  the  valley  on  the  left  of  the  height  occupied 
by  major-general  Hill,  of  which  the  Fr  ench  gained 
a momentary  possession  : but  that  officer  quickly 
regained  it  by  an  attack  with  the  bayonet.  The 
attack  was  repeated  in  the  night,  and  again  at  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  28th  ; but  without  giv- 
ing any  advantage.  The  French  were  not  more 
successful  in  their  attack  on  general  Campbell. — 
They  were  completely  repulsed  by  that  officer,  sup 
ported  by  a regiment  of  Spanish  cavalry  and  two 
battalions  of  Spanish  infantry.  The  next  attack 
was  upon  general  Sherbrooke’s  division  which  form- 
ed the  left  and  centre  of  the  first  line  of  the  army; 
but  it  was  repulsed  with  great  slaughter  byxthe  Bri- 
tish bayonets.  The  brigade  of  guards  which  form- 
ed part  of  this  division,  in  their  eagerness  to  pursue 
the  enemy,  advanced  too  far,  and  were  thrown  into 
a temporary  confusion,  by  exposing  their  left  flank, 
to  the  fire  of  a battery.  A part  of  general  Cotton’s 
cavalry  observing  this  pushed  forward  and  covered 
their  retreat.  The  French  being  thus  completely 
foiled  in  every  attempt,  having  lost  20  pieces  of  can- 
non  and  some  prisoners,  retreated  in  the  most  regu- 
lar order  across  the  Aiberche.*  Their  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  supposed  to  beneasly  10,000  men. - 
The  loss  of  the  British  was  proportionally  severe, 
amounting  to  nearly  6000  men,  among  whom  were 
major-general  Mackenzie,  and  brigadier-general 
Langwarth  : as  the  Spanish  troops  were  only  par- 
tially engaged,  their  loss  was  comparatively  small, 
not  exceeding  1000  men,  in  killed,  wounded  and 
missing. 

The  joy  of  victory  was  but  of  short  duration. — 
The  British  troops  had  scarcely  time  to  congratu 
late  themselves  and  their  allies  on  this  brilliant 
achievement,  when  they  heard  that  Soult,  Ney 
and  Merrier,  having  formed  a junction,  had  ad 
vanced  through  Estramadura  and  were  already  in 
their  rear.  No  Lime  was  left  for  delay  or  hesitation: 
tiie  army  could  be  saved  only,  to  use  the  words  of 
sir  Arthur  Wellesley,  “by  celerity  of  movement.” 
The  bridge  of  Alvarez,  by  which  one  of  the  divi 
sions  was  to  have  crossed  the  Tagus,  was  destroy- 
ed, so  that  the  whole  troops  were  obliged  to  be  con- 
veyed over  the  Arcobispo.  As  no  doubt  could  be 
entertained  that  the  army  of  Victor,  though  defeat- 
ed at  the  battle  of  Talavcra,  would  again  advance, 
as  soon  as  hev  heard  of  the  approach  of  the  forces 
under  Soult,  Ney  and  Mortier,  it  was  necessary 
that  part  of  the  combined  troops  should  remain  at 
Talavcra,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  checking  Vic 
tor  as  to  take  care  oft.be  wounded.  Gen.  Cuesta 
accordingly  proposed  that  half  of  the  army  should 
march  to  the  rear  to  oppose  the  enemy,  while  the 
Other  should  remain  at  Taiavera.  Sir  Arthur  said 
that  51  by  half  the  army  he  meant  half  of  each 
army,  he  could  only  answer,  that  he  ,was  ready 
either. to  go  or  stay  with  the  whole  British  force, 
but  he  could  not  separate  it.  General  Cuesta  then 

* See  sir  Arthur  Wellesley’s  letter  to  lord  Cas- 
tle reagh,  29th  July  18G9. 


Arthur  determined  to  go,  because,  as  he  states  in 
his  despatches,  he  thought  his  force  would  “mo  c 
likely  do  the  business  at  once  and  without  contest.” 

On  the  3rd  of  August  the  British  left  Taiavera,  and 
marched  to  ,Oropesa.  On  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  advice  was  received  that  the  French, 
stated  to  be  30,000  strong,  having  advanced  from 
Placentia,  were  between  the  British  ana  the  bridge 
of  Almarez  : and  almost  at  the  same  time  sir  Ar-  i 
thur  was  informe’d  that  general  Cuesta  was  on  the 
point  of  quitting  Taiavera,  leaving  the  sick  and 
wounded,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  Ineir  enemies. — 

To  this  he  was  compelled  by  the  want  of  means  of 
Conveyance.  As  soon  as  Cuesta’s  march  was 
known,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  Victor  would 
advance  wit  h 25,000  strong,  leaving  10,000  to  watch 
Venegas.  The  British  army,  it  unsuccessful  in  a 
Contest  with  Luis  force,  or  with  that  of  Soult  and 
Ney  would  be  without  a retreat — and  if  the  latter, 
avoiding  an  action,  should  wait  the  arrival  of  Vic- 
tor, it  would  be  exposed  to  a general  action  with  at 
least  50,000  men,  and  be  equally  without  a retreat. 

In  this  embarrassing  situation  the  most  rapid  re- 
treat was  unavoidable,  though  the  troops  were  very 
unequal  to  it  ; having  been  without  their  allowance  r 
of  provisions  for  several  days.  Sir  Arthur  Welles-  j 
ley  deemed  it  adviseable  to  retire  by  the  bridge  of 
Arco  BEpo,  and  to  take  up  a strong  posit  on  at 
Deleytosa.  General  Cuesta  also  retired  to  the 
same  bridge,  where  he  crossed  the  Tagus,  on  the 
following  evening  (5th  August.)  He  brought  with  ' 
him  about  half  the  sick  and  wounded  from  Ta- 
iavera; the  other  hall  remained  there  and  were 
treated  by  the  French  with  great  humanity.  The 
reason  which  Cuesta  assigned  for  abandoning  the  | 
important  position  at  which  he  had  been  left,  was  •; 
that  the  enemy  was  moving  upon  his  flank  and  had 
returned  to  St.  Ollala  in  his  front;  and  further,  ; 
that  without  his  assistance  sir  Arthur  would  not  be  j 
sufficiently  strong  to  cope  with  the  force  that  was  ' 
approaching  from  Placentia.  These  reasons  did 
not  appear  sufficient  to  sir  Arthur,  as  we  learn  from 
his  despatches  of  the  8th,  to  justify  him  in  giving 
up  so  important  a post  as  Taiavera,  for  exposing  the  | 
combined  armies  to  an  attack  in  front  and  rear,  ami  j 
for  abandoning  his  hospital.  But  sir  Arthur  did  \ 
not  state  the  whole  of  Cuesta's  reasoning.  That  'j 
general  represented  to  sir  Arthur,  “not  only  that  j 
he  thought  it  his  'duty  to  fly  to  the  assistance  of  his  j 
good  ally,  but  lest,  in  the  case  of  a defeat  of  the  1 
British  army,  the  Spaniards  should  find  themselves  J 
between  Victor  and  Soult,  with  the  most  perfect  I 
certainty  that  they  must  share  the  same  fate  if  they  j 
should  remain  at  Taiavera.”  Under  these  impres-  ' j 
sions,  following  the  same  route  with  the  B;itish,  he  J 
arrived  at  Oropesa,  where  he  was  surprized  to  find  3 
them,  as  he  had  supposed  that  sir  Arthur  Welles-  1 
ley  had  gone  in  quest  of  the  French,  who  was  still  "J 
at  Naval  Moral.  He  was  still  more  surprized  to  j 
learn  that  the  British  general  was  deteuniined  not  to  | 
hazard  an  action  with  Soult,  without  securing  a re-  3 
treat  in  case  of  discomfiture,  and  for  this  end  tak*  j 
ing  up  a position  hevonri  the  Tagus.  The  reason-  j 
ing  which  he  employed  to  induce  sir  Arthur  to  j 
come  to  battle  would,  no  doubt,  have  had  its  effect  '| 
upon  the  mind  of,  the  British ..  commander,  if  he* 
could  have  reckoned  on  the  prompt  and  steady  co-  (j 
operation  of  his  allies,  military  and  political.  But  i 
his  uniform  experience  on  this  head  had  taught  him  . J 
to  make  a juskestiniate  both  of  the  one  and  the  I 
other.  He  remained  some  time  unmolested  by  the  1 
French  at  Delevtosa,  and  was  enabled  to  recruit  hisja 
army  : but  finding  that  the  junta  were  by  no  mean*  | 
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disposed  to  supply  the  wants  which  had  prevented 
his  pursuit  of  the  French  before  the  battle  of  Tala- 
vera,  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  retreat  to  Badajoz. 
Here,  during, the  remainder  ot  the  year  his  army 
remained  not  only  inactive,  but  exposed  to  the  ra 
vages  of  disorder,  produced  by  the  unhealthiness  ot 
the  situation.  (to  be  continued.) 


Cultivation  of  the  Vine. 

Mr.  Bernard  M Mahon,  of  Philadelphia,  well 
known  to  the  public  for  his  treatise  on  gardening, 
&.c.  gives  the  following  interesting  information  in 
replv  to  an  anonymous  writer  in  one  of  the  Phila 
delphia  papers. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Daily  Advertiser. 

Having  observed  in  your  paper  of  the  17th  inst. 
above  ;he  signature  of  ‘■‘Columella,”  some  ob- 
servations on  the  variety  of  ('rape,  known  for 
many  years  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  by  the 
trivial  name  of  the  “ Cape  of  Good  Hope,”  which 
are  evidently  intended  to  discourage  the  cultivation 
thereof,  and  have  a pointed  allusion  to  an  advertise- 
ment of  mine,  respecting  the  sale  of  cuttings  oi 
said  grape,  6tc.  I am  induced,  by  the  interest  I 
feel  for  the  independence  and  welfare  of  my  conn 
try,  and  fellow  citizens,  and  by  no  other  motive 
(for  the  cuttings  offered  fo>*  sale,  are  not  my  own, 
but  1 know  them  to  be  genuine)  to  state  some  facts, 
which  may  probably  satisfy  Columella,  himself,  as 
well  -as  those  upon  whom  his  observations  may 
have  made  an  impression. 

For  several  years  previous  to  the  month  of  Janu 
ary  last,  I had  been  one  of  the  managers  of  the 
Vine  Company  of  Pennsylvania,  when  the  increase 
of  my  own  concerns  rendered  it  necessary  for  me 
to  decline  a re  ^ection,  during  which  time  we  had 
cultivated  at  the  company’s  vineyard,  every  variety 
of  grape  we  could  procure  from  Europe,  or  else- 
where; and  the  result  was,  that  in  open-field  or 
vineyard  culture,  no  variety  of  grape  succeeded  to 
our  entire  satisfaction,  but  that  called  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  bore  fruit  abundantly,  and  of  which 
excellent  wine  and  brandy  have  been  made. 

The  president  and  managers  of  that  institution, 
which  was  originally  founded  for  the  purpose  oi 
making  a fair  essay  on  the  practicability  of  culli 
vating  the  grape  vine  with  us,  to  national  as  well 
as  individual  advantage,  will  not  hesitate  to  say, 
that  after  many  years  experience,  they  find  that 
variety,  known  here  by  the  name  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  grape,  to  be  more  likely  to  answer 
their  expec'  atioris,  than  any  other  which  they  have 
or  had  under  cultivation,  and  that  they  are  now 
fully  satisfied,  it  will  answer  the  end  of  giving  wine 
and  brandy  in  abundance,  to  the  citizens  of  the  U. 
States,  if  disseminated  and  cultivated  with  that 
spirit  and  care  which  it  deserves.  They  have  con 
sequently  given  orders  to  their  vine  dresser,  to  pro 
pagale  and  cultivate  this  kind  with  avidity,  in  the 
company’s  vineyard. 

From  whence  it  came  originally,  I will  not  pre- 
tend to  say,  nov  is  it  of  much  importance,  but  Mr. 
Peter  Logan x asserts,  that  the  ot iginal  plants,  from 
which  the  present  have  been  propagated',  were 
brought  to  him  many  years  ago,  frornYhe  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  I it  be  indigenous,  is  it  to  be  des- 
pised on  that  account?  if  foreign,  and  likely  to 
answer  the  end,  why  discourage  its  cultivation  ? 
but  I can  inform  Columella,  that  it  is  not  that  spe 
cies  of  grape,  known  to  us  bv  the  trivial  name  of 
Fox  grape  the  Vjiis  Lalruica,  of  Linnaeus,  the  V. 
iaunna  of  \^VaIter,  and  V.  vulphut  of  Marshall,  nor 


any  variety  of  it  *«  slightly  improved”  or  otherwise, 
as  he  insinuates  ; and  when  Columella  writes  again 
on  the  subject,  I would  advise  him,  to  come  out 
under  or  above  his  own  proper  signature,  that  the 
public  may  know  what  respect  to  attach  to  his  ex- 
perience and  judgment. 

That  there  are  more  palatable  grapes,  and  a great 
variety  of  them,  is  a fact:  but  [ would  ask  Colu- 
mella, does  the  sweetest  apple  make  the  best  cyder, 
or  the  sweetest  grape  the  best  wine  ? Had  he  given 
himself  the  trouble  of  visiting  Spring  Mill  vineyard, 
last  autumn,  he  would  have  seen  such  a profusion 
of  fruit  on  those  vines,  and  of  such  quality,  as 
might  reasonably  be  expected  to  obviate  his  appre- 
lv  nsions  ; and  had  he  tasted  of  the  ivine  made  of 
this  fruit,  now  in  the  company’s  vault  at  Spring 
Mill,  and  of  the  brandy  distilled  from  it,  now  in 
Philadelphia,  this  probably  would  have  cured  him 
of  his  scepticism. 

I will  now  take  leave  of  Columella , by  observing, 
that  he  has  taken  more  notice  of  the  progress  of  the 
grape  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  New- York, 
than  in  the  country  parts,  where  it  only  can  be 
cultivated  upon  an  extensive  scale.  It  is  well 
known,  that  European  grapes,  generally  thrive 
much  better  in  our  cities  awd  large  towns,  than ’in 
the  country,  especially  under  field  vineyard  culture; 
and  domestic  wines,  sufficient  for  the  consumption 
of  the  United  States,  can  never  be  expected,  from 
the  few  vines  that  can  be  raised  in  city  gardens  and 
back  yards. 

1 wish  Columella  as  good  and  delicious  gr  apes  in 
his  back  yard,  as  any  in  Europe;  but  before  Ire 
touches  on  the  subject  again,  I would  advise  him  to 
consider  it  more  maturely. 

BERNAND  M'MAHON. 


Aqueduct  of  Alcantara. 

VVe  are  indebted  to  a fricr.d  (says  a New- York 
paper)  lately  returned  from  Lisbon  for  the  folio  wing: 
Tire  building  was  commenced  in  the  5ih,  and 
completed  in  1712. — So  admirable  is  the  construc- 
tion of  all  its  parts  that  it  appears  to  have  received 
no  damage  during  the  great  earthquake.  Manuel 
da  iVIaga  was  the  name  oi  the  Architect  ; and  its  di- 
mensions in  the  most  depressed  part  of  the  valley 
areas  follows  ; — 

Feet.  In. 

Height  of  the  arch  from  the  ground  to  the 

intrades  230  10 

From  the  vortex  of  the  arch  to  the  extrades 


exclusive  of  the  parapet  9 & 

From  the  extrades  to  the  top  of  the  venti- 


lator 

25 

4 

Total  height  from  the  ground  to  summit  of 

the  ventilator 

263 

10 

Breadth  of  the  principal  arch 

lu7 

S 

Breadth  of  the  piers  of  the  principal  arch 

28 

10 

Thickness  of  the  piers  in  general 

23 

8 

The-number  of  arches  across  the  valley 

is  35, 

14 

of  which  in  a range  are  pointed,  the  rest  semi  circu- 
lar. Over  the  arches  is  a vaulted  corridor,  9 feet  6 
inches  high  bv  five  feet  broad,  internally — A cont:- 
nual  passagb  runs  through  the  centre  of  it  for  the 
people  who  attend  to  keep  it  in  order,  and  a semi- 
circular channel  of  13  inches  diameter  on  each  side 
through  whichthe  water  flows. — Lisbon  is  supplied 
wi  h w rter  which  is  conveyed  by  meansofthis  aque- 
duct int ' reservoirs  in  different  pa'  tsefthe  cic  , from 
which  a laborious  class  of  its  inhabitants  are  em- 
ployed in  filling  barrels  and  vending  their  cola-tents 
through  the  city. 
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British  Statistics. 

We  have  been  obligingly  furnished  with  the  following  important  and  we  are  assured,  accurate  table. 
We  have  taken  special  care  to  have  it  carefully  corrected  to  agree  in  every  point  with  the  office  copy 
which  was  handed  to  us.  j)em  press 

A TABLE 

Shewing  the  progressive  increase  of  the  taxation,  expenditure  and  national  debt  of  Great  Britain,  from 
the  accession  of  queen  Anne,  1702,  to  the  5th  of  January,  1810.  Also  the  amount  of  debt  redeem- 
ed from  the  first  operation  of  the  redemption  act,  1786,  to  the  first  of  February,  1810.  Together 
with  the  amount  of  all  the  loans  from  1776  to  1810. 


!j  ...  . 

i axation. 

Expenditure. 

j Debt,  j 

1 1702.  Death  of  William  III  accession  of  Anne, 
j 1714.  Death  of  Anne,  accession  of  George  I.  - 
1727,  Death  of  George  I.  accession  of  George  II. 

176Q.  Death  of  George  II.  accession  of  George  III. 

1784.  After  the  close  of  the  American  war  and  at  the  com- 7 
mencement  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  administration,  - y 

1802.  After  the  dose  of  the  last  war  commonly  called  the } 
French  revolution  war,  “ ' ~ S 

1810.  5th  January  ------ 

£4,212,353 

6,762,643 

6,522,540 

8,744,682 

13,300,921 

36,728,971 

70,240,226 

; £5,610,987 
j 6,633,581 
5,441,257 
24,456,940 

I 21,657,609 

61,278,018 
I 82,027,283 

£16,394.702 
j 54,145,363 
j 52,092,235 
146,682,814 

1257,213,043 

J 

; 579, 93 1,447 
'811,898,08iJ 

The  National  Funded  Debt  <£761,117 ,455  18s.  Od.  3-4.  Unfunded  Debt,  <£50,780; 625  145.  3c?.  Redeem- 
ed Debt,  £ 163,679,089,  January  5,  1810. 

The  Funding  System  commenced  1696,  eighth  year  of  William  III.  The  first  monies  raised  were 
laid  as  duties  on  salt  and  stamps,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions.  At  the  death  of  William  III.  whose 
reign  was  one  continued  scene  of  warfare,  the  debt  amounted  to  <£16,394,702.  At  the  death  of  Anne, 
1714,  whose  reign,  the  last  year  excepted,  was  war,  the  debt  had  increased  more  than  three  fold,  being 
£54,145,363.  At  the  death  of  George  I.  4727,  the  debt  had  decreased  more  than  two  millions,  being  at 
that  period  £52,092,235.  At  the  death  of  George  II.  1760,  a period  of  thirty  three  years  from  the  death 
of  George  I.  in  which  two  wars  had  taken  place  the  debt  had  nearly  doubled, being  £146,682,814.  Inl784; 
after  the  close  of  the  American  war,  and  at  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  first  administration,  a pe- 
riod of  twenty  four  years  from  the  accession  of  George  III.  the  debt  almost  doubled  itself, being£257i23  3,043 
( — At  the  close  of  the  year  1802,  the  termination  of  the  French  revolution  war,  a period  of  eighteen 
years,  the  debt  had  more  than  doubled  itself  by  sixty-five  millions,  being  £579,931,447.  From  the  close 
ofthe  ;year  1802,  to  the  beginning  ofthe  year  1810, a period  of  seven  years  only,  the  debt  had  increased  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  millions,  the  whole  amount  of  the  National  Debt,  Funded  and  Unfunded,  on 
ihe  5th  January,  1810,  being  811,898,081.  m 


Amount  of  Loans  fropi  the  commencement  of  the  American  War  to  the  present  time. 


| AMERICAN  WAR. 

FRENCH  REVOLUTION  WAR. 

PRESENT  WAR, 

Date.. 

j- 

ir'en 

■>;U. 

. I: 

rf.P.PC: 

(Jc.ie.S 



— Interest 

1776. 

£2,000,000 

£3 

9 

8 

1793 

£4,500,000 

£4 

3 

■i 

1803. 

£12,000,000 

£5 

2 

0 

1777. 

5.000,000 

4 

5 

2 

1794. 

11,000,000 

4 

10 

9 

1804. 

14,500,000 

9 

9 

2 

1778. 

6,000,000 

4 18 

* 7 

1795. 

18,000,000 

4 

15 

8 

1805. 

22,500,000 

5 

3 

2 

1779. 

7,000,000 

5 

18  10 

1796. 

18,000,000 

4 

14 

9 

1806. 

18,000,000 

4 

19 

7 

1780. 

42,000,000 

5 

16 

8 

1796. 

7,500,000 

4 

12 

2 

1807. 

12,000,000 

4 

14 

7 

1781. 

12,000,000 

5 

11 

l! 

1797. 

18,000,000 

5 

14 

1 

1808. 

8,000,000 

4 

14 

6 

1782. 

13,50Q,000 

5 

18 

l! 

1797. 

14,500,000 

6 

6 : 

10 

1809. 

11,000,000 

4 

12 

0 

1783. 

12,000,000 

4 

13 

1798. 

17,000,000 

6 

4 

9 

1810. 

13,500,000 

4 

4 

3 

1784. 

6,000,000 

5 

6 

11 

1799. 

3,000,000 

5 

12 

5 

1799. 

15,500,000 

5 

5 

0 

1800. 

20,500,000 

4 34 

2 

1801. 

28,000,000 

5 

5 

5 

Total, 



£75,500,000 

1 Total, 

£175 ,50 (f, 000 

! Total, 

£111,500,000 

Interesting  Scraps. 

ft  gather  up  the  fragments.” 

Law  case, — An  important  decision  was  made  at 
Doctors  Commons,  London,  on  the  4th  of  Decern 
her  last.  The  cause  was  Watson  and  Watson,  vs. 
Faremouth  and  others.  This  was  a proceeding  ori- 
ginally instituted  in  the  Episcopal  court,  at  Exeter, 
but  appealed  from  thence  by  the  defendants,  to  an- 
nul the  marriage  of  Samuel  Watson  with  his  pre 
sent  wife,  on  the  ground  of  affinity,  she  being  the 
sister  of  his  former  wife.  Considerable  property  is 
given  bf  the  will  of  Mr.  Watson’s  deceased  mo 
ther  to  t,he  parties  promoting  the  suit  in  the  event 


of  her  son’s  death  without  lawful  issue — by  his  first 
wife  he  had  no  issue,  but  had  by  the  last. 

The  object  of  the  present  suit  was,  to  obtain  a sen- 
tence declaratory  of  the  invalidity  of  that  fact — 
thereby  illegitimating  the  children,  and  enab  ing 
themselves  to  lay  claim  to  the  estate. 

The  trial  occupied  several  hours  of  the  court  and 
excited  much  interest,  and  the  marriage  was  ulti- 
mately declared  illegal.  Land.  pap. 

Arabic  ms. — A late  London  paper  mentions  that 
count  Rzewusk,  of  Vienna,  is  translating  an  Ara- 
bic manuscript  written  in  the  time  of  the  Crusades 
which  mentions  particulars  relative  to  the  use  of 
gunpowder  in  war  ; and  which  contains  a genuine 
receipt  of  the  Greek  firs. 
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Right  side  of  t&e  road  at  sea. — On  the  9th 
©P  last  month  atrial  came  on  in  the  admiralty  court, 
Doctor’s  Commons,  wherein  the  owner  of  a vessel 
from  one  of  the  Yorkshire  river  ports  were  the 
appellants,  and  Mr.  John  Mountain,  of  the  Angle 
Inn,  in  Boston,  and  others,  were  the  respondents. 
The  cause  arose  out  of  the  circumstance  of  Mr. 
Mountain’s  vessel  the  Johns,  ot  that  port,  and  a 
vessel  of  the  appellant,  called  the  Engineer , being 
obliged  by  adverse  weather  in  prosecuting  their 
voyage  to  London,  to  ply  to  windward  ; and  in  one 
of  their  courses  it  became  evident,  that  the  vessels 
would  come  in  contact  unless  one  of  them  bore  up 
and  put  about  on  a different  tack.  Neither  of  them 
being  disposed  to  haul  to  wind,  the  vessels,  as  had 
been  foreseen,  ran  foul  of  each  other,  and  the  En- 
gineer was  overwhelmed  in  the  shock,  and  immedi- 
ately sunk  ; allowing  just  time  enough  for  the  crew 
to  save  themselves  on  board  the  Johns.  When  the 
surviving  vessel  reached  London,  she  was  seized  by 
the  court  of  admiralty,  on  the  complaint  of  the 
master  of  the  Engineer , to  abide  the  trial  of  the 
case;  which  trial  came  on  the  day  we  mentioned, 
nearly  a year  after  the  accident.  The  case  resolved 
itself  into  an  enquiry  as  to  the  tacks  on  which  the 
vessels  were  sailing  : and  the  judgment  was  pro 
nouncedin  favor  of  the  Johns,  the  court  ofadmiial- 
ty,  declaring  that  the  vessel  on  the  larboard  tack  is 
bound  to  bear  up  or  heave  about  to  avoid  danger,  or 
must  be  answerable  for  any  injury  the  vessel  on  the 
starboard  tack  may  sustain  by  their  coming  in 
contact.  We  understand  the  decision  is  important, 
and  requires  to  be  promulgated  for  the  information 
of  masters  of  vessels  generally.  The  expenses  at 
tending  the  trial  have  been  more  than  300/.  to  the 
parties,  besides  the  loss  of  one  of  the  vessels,  and 
the  long  detention  of  the  other. 

Receipt  to  die  hats. — For  the  benefitof  hat 
manufacturers,  and  others  concerned  in  dying — 
please  to  publish  the  following  receipt  for  dying 
black  without  verdigris. 

American  Daily  Ad. 

j'or  forty  hats,  take  one  pound  Roman  or  blue 
vitriol  pounded, and  one  pound  pearl  ash, dissolve  in  a 
small  quantity  of  water,  taking  care  not  to  put  the 
whole  in  atonce, least  it  should  ferment  and  overflow; 
this  is  to  be  used  as  Verdigris  usually  is,  that  is  bv 
pouring  the  usual  quantity  of  the  liquor  into  the 
kettle  at  each  suit.  The  quantity  of  copperas  and 
logwood  may  be  the  same  as  when  Verdigris  is  used. 
By  this  method  a most  excellent  bright  and  glossy 
black  may  be  made  equal  if  not  superior  to  any 
made  with  Verdigris  and  with  considerable  sav- 
ing of  expence  as  verdigris  at  the  present  price, 
(3  dolls  per  lb.)  would  cost  at  least  1 dollar  50  cents 
whereas  the  above  articles  will  not  cost  fifty  cents. 

Domestic  economy. — In  someparts  ofScotland 
border  ing  oh  the  sea,  where  the  people  are  more 
than  usually  industrious  and  frugal,  oatmeal  is  used 
instead  of  soap  for  washing,  commixed  with  the 
sea  water.  I am  not  chemist  enough  to  describe 
technically  how  it  acts,  but  1 will  be  easily  under- 
stood, when  I affirm  that  the  meal  decomposes  the 
oily  portion  of  the  marine  element,  and  renders  it 
as  fit  for  washing  as  the  finest  soft  water  with  3oap. 
This  discovery  is  of  very  great  importance  to  pas 
sengers  on  board  a ship,  as  the  captains  are  always 
sparing  ot  fresh  water,  and  scarcely  ever  permit  it 
to  be  used  for  washing.  I have  many  a day  at  sea, 
found  the  most  luxurious  refreshment  in  a bucket  of] 
sea  water  with  a handful  of  oatmeal  ; and  no  one 
should  go  to  sea  without  a supply  of  it,. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

IN  SENATE. 

Friday , May  8-, — Mr.  Pope  submitted  the  follow' 
ing  motion  for  consideration  : 

Whereas,  the  conduct  of  the  French  government, 
in  failing  to  make  compensation  for  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  seized  and  con- 
fiscated under  the  Rambouillet  decree,  in  the  year 
1810,  in  excluding  from  France,  by  enormous  dis- 
criminating duties,  our  tobacco  and  cotton,  the 
principal  articles  of  export  in  the  south e»n  and 
south-western  parts  of  the  United  States,  contrary 
to  our  just  expectations,  authorised  by  the  assur- 
ances of  her  minister;  besides  granting  licences  to 
carry  on  a trade  from  certain  porta  of  the  U.  States, 
jo  disrepectful  to  the  feelings,  so  derogatory  to  the 
sovereignty  of  an  independent,  nation  ; and  the  re- 
cent and  repeated  aggressions  of  her  public  and 
private  armed  vessels,  on  the  lawful  commerce  of 
the  United  States  demand,  from  the  impartiality, 
honor  and  dignity  of  this  government,  a disavowal 
of  the  arrangement  made  with  her,  which  took 
effect  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  1810,  a measure 
calculated  to  inspire  general  confidence  and  respect, 
and  to  convince  every  true  American,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  his  government  is  to  unite  the  people  in  a 
manly  American  effort  to  resist  foreign  aggression. 
And  whereas,  many  of  our  citizens,  under  an  ex- 
pectation or  at  least  a hope  of  a change  in  our  re- 
lations with  Great  Britain,  have,  in  the  course  of 
trade,  acquired  property  abroad  not  admissible  by 
existing  laws,  into  the  United  States,  the  importa- 
tion of  which  it  vs  reasonable  and  expedient  to  per- 
mit; expedient,  because  it  will  not  only  prevent 
injuries  and  losses  to  many  of  our  citizens,  but  aid 
our  finances,  cheapen  the  public  supplies,  until  a 
sufficiency  can  be  procured  of  home  manufacture, 
and  lessen  the  necessity  of  internal  taxes  to  carry 
on  the  war  in  which  we  may  be  engaged  in  with 
Great  Britain  : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  act,  entitled  “An 
act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,” 
passed  on  the  first  May,  1810,  except  the 
section  thereof,  all  the  force  and  effect  of  the  pre- 
sident’s proclamation,  issued  in  virtue  thereof,  on 
the  day  of  in  the  same  year; 

and  the  act,  entitled  “ An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  ‘ An  act  concerning  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  Fiance  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,”  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
March,  1811,  ought  to  be  repealed,  annulled  and 
set  aside,  and  that  a committee  be  appointed  to 
biing  in  a bill  for  that  purpose. 

d2*  Vote  in  the  senate  on  the  preceeding  resolution. 

For  the  resolution. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana, 
German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Horsey,  Pope,  Worth- 
ington— 8. 

Against  it. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Camp- 
bell of  Tenn.  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Gaillaid, 
Gregg,  Howell,  Robinson,  Smith  of  N.  Y.  Tait, 
Taylor,  Turner  and  Varnum — 15. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Having  devoted  so  muc^i  of  this  number  to  con- 
gressional proceedings — and  as  the  time  of  the 
house  has  been  occupied,  for  the  present  week, 
iwith  private  petitions  and  matters  of  li  tie  interest 

1 indeed,  to  the  greater  part  of  our  readers,  we  dis- 
miss them  merely  with  noticing,  that  on  Wednesday 
-last  a resolution  was  passed  dit  e&ing  the  speaker  to 
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request  the  attendance  of  each  member  of  the  house .of  orc!e:s  to  purchase  guineas 
in  his  seat  forthwith.  From  thjs  it  would  appear  (fallen  to  15  or  IS  per  cent 


teas,  disci 
ent  inhein 


4s  4d  or  4s  6d 


as  if  same  imporjtunt  question  w; 
tated  immediately. 


about  to  be  at 


The  Chronicle, 


per  piece.  But  this  reduction  can  only  be  consider^ 
ed  as- temporary,  as  gold  in  bullion  is  in  London  at 
51. 10s.  per  oz.  ll.  J2s.  ldh.  above*the  mint  price, 
and  silver  at  7s.  per  oz.  or  Is.  2dh.  above  the  mint 
standard.  In  Dublin  the  discount  is  above  20  per 
cent,  or  5s.  6d.  per  guinea. 


I Baltimore,  May  16. 

The  loan. — The  National  Intelligencer  says  that 
during  the  two  days  the  books  for  the  loan  of  ele 
ven  millions  were  open,  about  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars were  subscribed — and  expresses  a belief  that 
the  balance  would  be  immediately  taken. 

General  Dearborn,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
northei  n army  of  the  United  States,  arrived  at  Al- 
bany a few  days  ago. 

A body  of  volunteers,  chiefly  young  men,  230  in 
number,  embarked  from  Zanesville  about  the  23d 
inst.  destined  for  the  northern  frontier  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  at  or  in  the  neighborhood  of  Detroit. 
'The  military  spiiit  beats  high  in  the  state  of  Ohio  ; 
and  the  whole  requisition  of  the  president,  on  the 
certainty,  of  actual  service,  will  be  complied  with 
without  a draft. 

A Philadelphia  paper  of  the  9th  inst.  says — The 
(steam  boat  Camden , commenced  running  this  day 
from  Market-street  ferry ,iupper  side,  to  Springer’s 
ferry  at  Camden,  New- Jersey,  opposite  this  city. 

Governor  R.  J.  Meigs,  of  Ohio,  has  been  nomi- 
nated by  the  president  to  the  senate  .of  t he  United 
States,  as  the  head  of  the  new  land  department. 

Emigration. — During  the  last  week  there  arrived 
at  New- York  490  emigrants  from  Ireland.  Many 
others  were  daily  expected. 

The  trustees  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  States 
have  declared  a dividend  of  70  per  cent,  of  the  capi 
tal  stock,  to.be  paid  to  the  stockholders  or  their  re- 
presentatives on  or  after  the  first  day  of  June. 

Thomas  Pinkney,  esq.  has  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment of  major  general  in  the  army  of  the  United 
(States*  and  Morgan  Lewis , quarter  master  general. 

The  governor  of  Delaware  has  summoned  an 
extra  meetingof  the  legislature  of  that  state,  for  the 
purpose  of  complying  with  the  requisition  of  the 
president,  in  pursuance  to  the  act  to  authorize  a 
detachment  from  the  militia. 

European  news.— We  have  accounts  from  En- 
gland as  late  as  the  30th  ultimo.  The  emperor  os 
France  was  at  Paris  on  the  22nd  of  March  ; hut  his 
armies  were  marching  in  great  force  towards  Rus- 
sia. It  is  said  that  200,000  French,  150,000  Austin 
a nisi  and  .50,000  troops  of  the.  Confederation  of  the 
Rhine,’  are  prepared  to  fall  upon  the  emperor  Alex- 
ander, who  is  stated  to  have  280,000  in  readiness  to 
oppose  them.  The  Prussian  troops  are  to  join  the 
French.— Notwithstanding  all  these  statements  and 
the  hundreds  of  others  floating  in  the  British  papers 
'perhaps  for  stock  jobbing  purposes ) we  do  not  be- 
lieve that  France  and  Russia  will  commence  hostiii 
lies.  The  late  Icing  of  Sweden  has  been  divorced 
from  his  wife  in  Switzerland — she  is  a sister  to  the 
emperor  of  Russia.  The  L’Orient  squadron  is  still 
at  sy.a,  and  has  made  some  captures.  A dissolution 
of  parliament  is  talked  of.  Grain  to  the  value  of  12 
millions  sterling  was  imported  into  England  in  the 
veer  1311  ; nine  of  which  were,  paid  for  by  licen- 
sed barters,  and  three  millions  in  specie.'  'M 

In  the  last  commercial  report,  (says  the  Belfast 
monthly  magazine)  the  discount  on  bank  notes  'was 
through  inadvertance  stated  at  22  per  cent.  It 
ought  to  have  been  marked  at  20.  Owing  to  a want 


Norfolk,  May  8. 

Captain  Hodge,  of  the  ship  Wallace,  arrived 
hereon  Wednesday  from  Lisbon,  informs  that  the 
latest  news  from  the  armies,  left  lord  Wellington 
continuing  his  operations  before  B idajoz,  garrison- 
ed by  about  5000  French  troops.  On  the  20th  or 
21st  March,  the  French  made  a sortie  from  one  of 
the  gates  on  a weak  part  of  the  besieging  army,  and 
after  a severe  skirmish,  with  considerable  loss  on 
both  sides,  they  retired  within  the  garrison.  A day 
or  two  before  sailing,  report  said  tnatmarshal  Soulf, 
with  a large  body  of  cavalry,  had  unexpectedly  for- 
ced his  way  into  the  city,  and  after  leaving  a strong 
reinforcement  of  men  and  provisions,  had  retired 
without  coming  to  any  engagement.  The  English 
had  collected  nearly  all  their  forces  before  Badajoz, 
and  it  was  expected  that  a general  assault  will  im- 
mediately take  place.  No  news-papers  had  been 
published  in  Lisbon  for  four  days  previous  to  the 
Wallace’s  sailing,  on  account  of  the  E'aster  holli- 
days. 

Latest  from  England. — London  papers  to  the 
11th  ult.  have  been  received  at  New  York. 

The  French  emperor  had  not  left  Pans — but  war 
between  him  and  Russia  was  still  talked  of.  The 
L’Orient  squadron  arrived  at  Brest  , oh  the  29th  of 
March.  An  armistice  for  45  days  has  been  con- 
cluded between  the  Turks  and  Russians,  preparato- 
ry to  the  termination  of  a war  between  them  in 
which  neither  have  “gained  any  thing  but  hard 
knocks.”  Four  sail  of  the  line,  about  to  be  launch- 
ed at  Venice,  are  to  be  ready  for  sea,  in  June  next. 

The  emperor  of  Austria  has  issued  a rescript  to 
the  states  of  Hun  : ary,  in  which  he,  in  substance, 
states,  that  under  existing  circumstances  he  cannot 
desist  from  the  demand  he  has ’made  of  12,000,000  in 
money  for  the  wants  of  the  empire. 

Petitions  against  the  orders  in  council. —The  peti- 
tion from  Leeds  had  from  16  to  17  thousand  signa- 
tures. That  from  Birmingham  was  signed  by  20 
thousand  persons  in  four  days- — and  required  150 
feet  of  parchment ; and  on  Fiiday  last,  at  a meeting 
of  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  other  inhabitants 
of  Sheffield  and  the  neighborhood,  held  at  Town- 
HaI!,resolutions respecting  petitioning  parliament  to 
advise  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  to  rescind 
the  “ orders  in  council”  were  passed,  and  petitions, 
the  same  in  substance  as  those  lately  presented  to 
the  regent,  were  voted. 

No  change  favorable  to  the  United  States  has  ta 
ken  pki.ee  in  Great  Britain  or  France.  Price  of 
stocks,  April  11,  at  London,  consols,  59  37  48— Re- 
duced 50.  The  new  constitution  is  stated  to  be 
adopted  by  the  Spanish  cortes. 


If  complaint  should  be  made  of  the  quality 
we  ai’e  assured  that  the  quantity  of  matter  in  the 
present  number  will  evince  our  desire  to  please, 
Though  some  of  the  articles  are  unusually  long, 
they  are  more  than  usually  interesting,  The  con- 
gressional debate  is  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
the  sketch  of  the  life  of  general  Dearborn,  copied 
from,  the  Po  ton  Chronicle,  will  command  an  ear- 
nest perusal  from  the  circumstances  in  which  he  is 
Dlaced. 
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Hate  olim  meminisse  juvab it. — Virgil* 
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Mr.  Pickering’s  Letters. 

FROM  THE  BOSTON'  REPERTORY. 

LETTER  ll— To  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

EMBARGO— AND  WAR  WITH  GREAT-BRITAI*. 

Felbnv-Citizcns. — Mr.  Jefferson's  embargo  is  too  recent,  and  its 
ruinous  effects  on  your  fisheries  and  commerce,  and  the  consequent 
distress  to  all  persons  depending  on  those  extensive  employments, 
were  too  sensibly  felt  to  be  forgotten.  The  wickedness  of  that 
transaction  is  certainly  not  generally  understood,  or  he  would  have 
received  the  execration  of  every  honest  man  in  America.  I will 
give  you  a liistoryof  it  as  concisely  as  possible.  Tor,  if  convinced 
by  this  of  his  falsehood  and  treachery,  then,  ns  you  ought, you  will 
discredit  all  liis  other  deceitful  professions  of  regard  for  the  welfare 
of  the  nation. 

You  must  all  remember  the  flourishing  state  of  our  agriculture, 
commerce,  fisheries  and  manuinctums,  and  the  full  employment  of 
our  mechanics,  to  near  the  close  of  the  year  1807.  The  French  em- 
peror's Berlin  decree  had  been  published  for  more  than  a year.— 
It  wantonly,  but  absurdly,  declared  all  the  British  islands  in  a state 
of  blockade  ; when  liis  <fon  principal  ports  were  bloeked  up  by 
British  fleets  of  ships.  Hence  this  decree,  outrageous  as  it  was, 
created  no  alarm.  Otiv  merchants  could  send  their  vessels  to  every 
port  of  the  British  dominions,  with  little  fear  of  capture  by  French 
cruisers,  if  the  emperor  had  attempted  its  immediate  execution  in 
regard  to  the  United  States.  Our  minister  in  Paris  asked  an  ex- 
planation of  the  Berlin  decree  from  the  French  minister  of  marine. 
He  answered,  in  efl'ect,  that  it  was  not  to  operate  against  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States;  but  advised  our  minister  to  apply  to  Mr. 
Talleyrand,  the  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  for  a correct 
and  definitive  answer.  Phis  correct  and  definitive  answer  was 
never  obtained.  However,  I do  not  recollect  any  captures  under 
that  decree  until  the  spring  of  1807,  when,  as  Mr.  Madison  stated, 
some  had  been  yiatle  in  the  West  Indies.  The  first  instance  of  vio- 
lence under  it  in  Europe  was  in  flju*  case  of  the  American  ship 
Horizon,  which,  on  the  30th  May,  1807,  was  sliipwr  eked  on  the 
coast  of  France ; and  which  neitlier  humanity, nor  the  law  of  nations, 
nor  the  stipulations  of  the  emperor’s  own  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  could  save  from  his  vengeance.  All  that  part  of  her  cargo 
(the  whole  belonging  to  our  fellow-citizens)  which  came  from  the 
British  dominions,  Was  condemned.  The  emperor’s  filial  decision 
was  given  on  the  18th  September  1807,  through  liis  grand  judge 
Regnier.  The  effect  of  this  decision«was,to  carry  into  execution  the 
Berlin  decree,  by  subjecting  to  capture  and  condemnation  all  sorts  of 
merchandize  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the  British  domin- 
ions, found  on  board  of  American  vessels,  although  the  property 
of  American  citizens.  This  decision  of  the  imperial  tyrant,  also 
soon  became  known  in  the  United  States ; j et  it  produced  no  alarm 
because  his  piratical  cruisers  were  so  lew  in  number  ; and  it  cost 
our  merchants  only  a small  additional  expense  for  insurance. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1807,  some  British  ships  of  war  lying  in 
the  Chesapeake  bay,  having  lost  some  of  their  seamen  by  deser- 
tion, and  the  deserters,  British  subjects,  having  enlisted  to  serve  in 
some  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  they  were  de- 
manded by  the  British  officers,  and  refused.  The  British  consul 
at  Norfolk  demanded  them,  aiul  they  were  refused— and  when  tlte 
British  minister  at  Washington  applied  for  their  surrender,  he  also 
met  with  refusal.  At  the  same  time  some  deserters  from  a French 
frigate  lying  near  Norfolk,  were  delivered  up  as  soon  as  demand- 
ed. Such  was  JTty  information  in  these  cases.  Exasperated  by  this 
course  of  conduct,  the  commander  of  the  British  sliips  understand- 
ing the  deserters  had  entered  on  board  the  American  frigate  Che- 
sapeake, gave  orders  that  they  should  be  demanded,  and  if  refused, 
taken  by  force.  The  frigate  Chesapeake,  destined  for  the  Medi- 
terranean, put  to  sea ; and  when  out  of  the  .jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted States, a British  fifty  gun  ship  having  demanded  the  deserters 
and  being  refused,  attacked  the  frigate,  which  surrendered  ; and 
Some  deserters  were  taken  out  ; and  some  men  were  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  attack. 

For  this  unauthorised  attack,  as  soon  as  it  was  known  in  London, 
the  British  government  expressed  the  “ most  sincere  concern  and 
sorrow,”  and  promised  “to  make  the  most  prompt  and  effectual 
reparation,  if  the  British  officers  should  prove  to  have  been  culpa- 
ble.” They  were  found  culpable ; and  such  prompt  and  effectual 
reparation  would  have  been  made,  but  for  the  measures  of  president 
Jefferson,  which  prevented  it.  Other  forbidding  measures  of  bis 
successor,  Mr.  Madison,  further  delayed  the  adjustment,  until 
the  last  year,  when  lie  was  pleased"  to  accept  the  reparation ; 
yvliich  would  more  cheerfully  have  been  given  four  years  before.— 
Butin  that  time,  other  subjects  of  difference  had  arisen,  and  with 
old  ones,  had  been,  by  the  management  of  our  own  government, 
sufficiently  aggravated  to  keepaip  the  bitter  irritation  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  towards  Great  Britain  ; so  the  affair  of  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake  eould  be  dispensed  with.  It  was  then  an  old  story 
and  had  grown  stale.  Besides,  this  settlement  might  serve  to  sug- 
gest to  the  people  the  idea,  that  the  president  was  always  disposed 
o letfle  our  differences  with  Great  Britain,  when  her  government 
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offered  reasonable  terms.  In  canning  del h to  amuse  and  delude,  I 
believe  no  government  was  ever  more  adroit  than  ours. 

I hav  e introduced  the  Chesapeake  affair,  bi  cause  it  appears  to 
have  given  rise  to  a .proclamation  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  dan  d 
October,  1807,  peremptorily  disclaiming  any  right  to  take  British 
deserters  from  the  public  armed  ships  of  a neutral  nation  ; rt  quit-* 
ing  his  sealuring  subjects  in  foreign  service  to  return  home  to  aid 
in  defence  of  their  own  country,  and  enjoining  upon  his  navel 
officers  increased  care  and  caulion  in  impressing  British  seamen 
found  on  board  neutral  merchant  vessels.  This  proclamation,  I 
believe,  was  considered  every  wiser. -a?  lawful  and  right,  and  wholly 
unexceptionable.  For  Great  Britain  still  insisting  on  it  as  her 
right,  to  take  her  own  seamen  from  neutral  merc  hant  vessels,  it  was 
something  gaimd,  after  the  serious  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  to 
have  a fresh,  solemn  and  public  command  from  her  sovereign  to 
his  naval  officers  to  use  increased  cure  and  caution  in  all  future 
impressments.  This  proclamation,  however,  Mr.  Jeff.-r.soa  press* 
ed  into  liis  service,  when  lie  enticed  congress  to  impose  his  em- 
bargo. 

I will  now  exhibit  the  hypocrisy  and  deception  practised  by  Mr.. 
Jefferson  in  proposing  that  embargo  ; and  if  you  do  not  also  dis- 
cover treachery  at  ilic  bottom  of  it,  I shall  be  obliged  to  ascribe  it 
to  the  arrange  delusions  with  which  that  arch  hypocrite  has  con 
trived  to  bewitch  the  people.  . 

On  the  28th  December,  1807,  Mr.  Jefferson  sent  to  the  two  bouses 
of  congress,  the  following  message  : 

“ To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ignited  States. 

“ The  communications  now  made,  shewing  the  great  and  increas- 
ing- dangers  with  which  our  vessels,  our  seamen  and  merchandize 
are  threatened  on  the  high  seas  and  elsewhere,  from  the  belligerent 
powers  of  Europe,  and  it  being  of  the  greatest  importance  to  keep 
in  safety  these  essential  ri  sources,  1 deem  it  my  duty  to  recom- 
mend the  subject  to  the  serious  consideration  of  congress  ; who 
will,  doubtless,  perceive  all  the  advantage  which  mav  be  expected 
from  an  inhibition  of  tire  departure  of  our  vessels  from  the  ports 
of  the  United  State  s. 

“ Their  wisdom  will  also  see  the  necessity  of  making  every  pre- 
paration for  whatever  events. may  grow  out  of  the,  present  crisis. 

“ Task  a return  of  the  letters  or Messrs.  Armstrong  and  Cham- 
pagny,  which  it  would  be  improper  to  make  public. 

“ TJHU  JEFFERSON. 

“ December  18,  1807.” 

The  communications  consisted  of  four  papers.  One,  the  procla- 
mation of  tiie  king  of  Great  Britain,  already  described.  A second 
was  tlie letter  from  the  grand  judge  Regnier,  also  before  mention- 
ed, containing  the  emperor’s  decision  upon  is  is  Berlin  decree. 

These  two  papers,  the  former  entire,  and ‘the  latter  in  whole  or  in 
substance,  had  been  published  in  our  new  spapers  ; and  were  con- 
sidered, the  first  as  at  least,  harmless— and  t!.e  last  as  i.fJittle  con- 
sequence ; the  knowledge  of  it  serving  only  to  put  our  merchants 
nun-e  on  their  guard  in  the  destination  of  their  vessels,  ami  to  get 
them  ensured  againsttheir  small  risque.  Of  the  Other  two  papers, 
being  Armstrong’s  letter  of  September  24,  1807,  and  Champagny  V 
answer  of  October  7tli,  Mr.  Jefferson,  for  the  purpose  af  pvhik  de- 
ception, made  great  mystery— asking  their  return,  under  the  pre- 
tence that  it  would  be  improper  to  publish  them.  These  two 
wonderful  papers  wrapped  tip  the  mystery  of  the  embargo,  and, 
like  the  devices  of  jugglers,  playing  slight-of-hand  tricks,  were  to 
be  kept  from  the  sight  of  the  PEOPLE.  They  were  returned  to 
the  president.  Vet  he  himself  laid  them  before  congress  three 
months  afterivdrdsJ~\sut.  (mark  the  mode)  he  sent  them  with  a larte 
mass  of  other  documents,  and  without  any  intimation  that  they 
had  ever  been  offered  as  the  ground  of  his  embargo.  And  if  a few 
members  of  congress  read  ansi  recollected  those  papers,  thus  .'mu'* 
died  in,  the  people  abroad  would  not  know  nor  suspect  the  deceitful 
use  which  had  been  made  of  them.  They  related  simple  to  the 
Berlin  decrees,  the  precise  subject  of  Regnier’s  public  letter,  lx  fore 
mentioned,  and  tiffs  is  their  amount.  Armstrong,  our  minister  in 
Paris,  asked  tlie  French  minister  Champagne,  whetlrer,  ny  the 
emperor’s  late  decision,  enforcing  his  Berlin  decree,  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  infract  [break  and  violate!  liis  treaty  with  the  United 
States  ? And  Champagny.  answered  roundly — “liis  majesty  has 
considered  every  neutral  ves*el  going  from  English  ports,  with  car- 
goes  of  English  merchandise,  or  of  English  origin,  as  lawfully 
seized  hy  French  armed  vessels.”  This  was  a most  palpable  viola- 
tion of  Ins  trouty  with  the  United  Stuns,  as  everyone  who  read-sit 
well  knows,  but  I wiU  give  you  Mr.  Madison’s  own  authority  for  it. 
He  esdk  the  Berlin  decree  '.  " si  gross  infraction  of  our  neutral 
rights:”  and  referring  to  the' emperor’#  decision  enforcing  that  de- 
cree, Mr.  Madison  says,  “ it  violates  as  wvll  positive  stipulations  of 
the  convention  of  September  3u,  1800,  pn-inc  the  treaty  v huh 
Bonaparte  had  himself  made  with  the  United  Slates]  :>s  foe  inc. la- 
test i hie  principles  of  public  law.”  Yet  Clumipagny,  in  his  li  tter 
to  Armstrong,  with  the  wonted  shameless  impudence  of  French 
ministers,  says  “it  has  seemed  iasv  to  reconcile*  these  measures 
with  the  observance  of  treaties.” 

From  these  details  it  is  evident  that  Mr.  Jefferson’s  message,  stat- 
ing that  the  paper:  lie  communicated, shewed  that  our  commerce 
was  exposed  to  GREAT  and  increasing  dangers,  was  unfounded 
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aud  false.  But  I will  add  to  your  own  necessary  conckuioitK,  Mr. . 
J'-dVrsou’s  qwn  authority  tor  my  assertion.  In  the  letter  from  Mr.  I 
?K^disuu  tu  general  Armstrong,  dated  1'eb.  8,  1808,  concerning  the  I 
Berlin  dwcre*. pnd  the  emperor's  construction  of  it,  in  which  he! 
Jkoiv  than  or.  cc  rt>er»  to  Mr.  Jedi  .sou's  orders  fur  w hat  he  v rites,  1 
and  the  aliwdc  oi‘  wliicii  letter  no  oue  will  doubt  that  lie  read  and 
approved,  and  which  he  sanctions  by  Lis  owu  act,  in  conununicut- 
it  to  cwajrcss — in  that  letter  is  toe  following  passage — M The  I 
yoru.itt  of  the  French  government  in  giving  tins  extended  ope- 
ration to  'hat  decree,  aid.  indeed,  in  issuing  one  with  such  appa- 
rent or  doubtful  import  against  the  right  efi  the  sea,  is  the  more 
extraordinary,  inasmuch  as  the  maoli.hu  to  enforce  it  on  that  *.  k - 
n>eitt(  xiiioiO.  d irm  measure  in  the  light  of  an  empty  menace 
And  in  his  h yer  of  March  25,  1808,  to  the  British  minister  at 
Was  hingUm, . Air.  Madison,  writing  again  on  the  subject  of  the 
Berlin  decree,  says,  that  France  “ was  without  the  means  to  car- 
ry it  jjsto  idTt«t.!’ 

F«  ilbwe^tizens,  I beseech  vou  to  reflect  on  the  facts  I have  now 
stated — facts  recited  from  Mr.  lefferson's  own  documents.  Bo  them 
he  stand*  convicted  if  abase  and  mischievous  deception  practised  on 
congress,  announcing  dangers  • which  he  knerw  did  not  exist— and 
tv/ih  h shortly  after,  he  was  not  ashennedto  avow  did  not  exist. 

And  iii  withdrawing  immediately  the  papers  in  which  the  de- 
ception was  wrapped  «ip,  his  only  object  could  be,  to  prevent  the 
detection  of  the  fraud. 

Here  an  important  enquiry  forces  itself  upon  the  mind  : why— 
for  " hat  reason — from  what  motive  did  Mr.  Jefferson  practise  this 
fraud  ? A fraud  in  its  consequences  so  injurious  to  the  United 
Stales  at  large,  but  more  especially  to  Massachusetts,  the  most 
commercial  state  in  the  union  ! A fraud  which  nearly  destroyed 
your  fisheries,  and  which  essentially  injured  your  navigation  and 
trade?  Frauds,  deception  and  lies  are  necessary  only  to  effect 
some  unlawful  purpose.  Mr.  Jefferson  might  have  two  objects  in 
view,  in  thus  wantonly  prostrating  your  commerce  by  his  unlimit- 
ed permanent  embargo.  I shall  at  present  draw  your  attention  but 
to  one. 

Four  days  before  he  recommended  the  embargo,  he  received  des- 
patches from  France.  The  news  by  the  same  vessel  was,  that  the 
Fernch  emperor  itad  said  he  would  have  no  neutrals.  And  for  this 
we  had  afterwards  general  Armstrong’s  authority.  Another  arti- 
cle of  news  received  then,  or  about  that  time,  was,  that  in  France 
i t was  said  there  would  be  an  embargo  in  the  United  States  as  soon 
as  their  despatch  vessel  arrived.  These  are  circumstances  merit- 
ing some  notice.  We  know  also  that  the  French  emperor  ex- 
press'd his  approbation  of  the  embargo.  But  the  certain  eonclu- 
^Tm  in  this  ease  is  to  be  drawn  from  Mr.  Jefferson’s  own  commu- 
nication to  cohgress which  I have  brought,  into  view;  and  that 
cuhchisiou  is,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  recommended  the  embargo  in  con- 
cert with  the  French  emperor— in  ordt  r to  co-operate  with  him  in 
destroying  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain— which  the  emperor  By 
unexampled  acts  of  injustice  and  violence  was  endeavoring  to 
accomplish,  as  the  sure  means,  in  his  opinion,  of  reducing  and 
subjecting  her  to  his  dominion  ; as  he  had  already  subjected  a 
great  part  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  over  all  which  he  exercis- 
ed a latal  influence — the  British  nation  only  excepted.  And  her 
downfall  Mr.  Jefferson  had  at  that  time,  predicted'.  He  expressed 
“ his  opinion  tiiat  she  would  not  exist  six  months  as  a free  and in- 
dcpi  (ideal  nation  ; hut  was  confident  the  weight  of  her  national 
debt,  afid,  the  pressure  of  the  French  power,  would  destroy  her  in 
the  course  of  a year.”  And  this  pressure,  y ou  have  seen,  he  was 
eager  to  increase  by  the  embargo. 

Tnus,  leHow-eitizens,  you  were  BETRAYED— thus  were  your 
great  interests  sacrificed  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  overflowing 
ambition  of.  the  French  emperor  to  bring-  under  his  yoke  all  the 
nations  of  Europe.  Our  own  subjugation  would  then  be  the  work 
bat  of  a single  .campaign  ; and  the  universal  tyrant  would  tread 
upon  a prostrate  world. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

April  tt>,  1812.  , 


Cobhett  to  the  Prince  Regent. 

o 

From  his  Register  of  Feb.  1,  1812. 

IMPRESSMENT  OF  SEAMEN  OUT  OF  AMERICAN 
SHIPS  BY  OUR  SHIPS  OF  WAR. 

Our  ships  of  war  when  they  meet  an  American 
vessel  at  sea,,  board  her,  and  take  out  of  her,  by 
force,  any  seamen  whom  our  officers  assert  to  be 
Jfnt  sh  subje.es.  There  is  no  rule  by  which  they 
are  bound.  They  act  at  disc  etion  ; and  the  con  se- 
quence is,  that  great  numbers  of  native  Ame- 
ricans have  been  thus  impressed,  and  great  numbers 
of  them  are  now  in  our  navy.  The  total  number  so 
.held  at  any  owe  Lime  cannot  perhaps,  beaseertained 
but  from  a statement  published  in  America,  it  ap 
pears  that  Mr.  Lyman,  the  late  consul  here  stated 
the  number,  about  two  years  ago,  at,  fourteen  thou 
stit.eL  That  many  of  these  men  have  died  on  board 
of  our  strips,  that  many  have  been  wounded,  that 
manvhave  been  killed  in  action,  and  that  many 
have  been  worn  out  in  the  service,  there  can  Irene 
ciuubt.  Some  obuiii  then  release  through  the  an 


plication  of  the  American  consul  here,  and  of  these 
the  sufferings  have  in  many  instances,  been  very 
great.  There  have  been  instances  where  men  have 
thus  got  free  after  having  been  Hogged  through  the 
fleet  tor  desertion. 

But  it  has  been  asked,  whether  we  are  not  v.to 
take  our  sailors  where  we  find  them  ? To  which 
America  answers,  ves,  hut  take  only  your  own  ; 

“ take,”  said  Mr.  Lyman,  “ your  whole  pound  of 
flesh,  but  take  not  a dr  op  of  blood.”  She  says  ( hat 
she  wishes  not  to  have  in  her  ships  any  British 
sailor  ; and  she  is  willing  to  give  them  tip,  where- 
ver the  fact  of  their  being  British  sailors  can  be 
proved  Let  them,  she  says,  be  brought  before  any 
magistrate,  or  any  public  civil  authority,  in  any  one 
of  your  own  ports,  at  home  or  abroad;  and  she  is 
willing  to  abide  by  the  decision.  But,  let  not  men 
be  seized  in  her  ships  upon  the  high  seas  (and  some- 
times at  the  mouth  of  her  own  rivers)  where  there 
is  nobody  to  judge  between  the  parties,  and  where 
the  British  othcer  going  on  board  is  at  once  accu- 
ser, witness,  judge  and  captor.  Let  not  your  offl. 
ccr  who  cannot  know  the  men,  except  by  mere  ac- 
icident,  be  taken  to  be  a better  judge  of  the  fact 
than  the  commander  of  the  ship  in  which  they  sail. 
Let  it  not  be  admitted,  that  he  is  never  to  be  believ- 
ed, and  that  even  the  protections  given  by  the  Ame- 
rican authorities,  are  to  be  received  as  falsehoods, 
and  disregarded  accordingly. 

We  have  hitherto  refused  to  alter  our  practice.— 
The  grievance  has  been  growing  greater  and  greater, 
as  it  necessarily  must  with  the  continuance  of  the 
war,  till,  at  last,  the  number  of  persons  impress- 
ed, the  number  of  sufferers,  and  the  correspond- 
ing number  of  complaining  parents,  wives  ami  chil- 
dren in  America,  are/ become  so  great,  that  the 
whole  country  cries  out  war!  war!  or  an  end  to 
impressment. 

I beg  your  royal  highness  to  consider  what  must  be 
the  feelings  of  a people  at  the  existence  of  a grievance 
like  this  ; and  if  you  do  seriously  consider  it,  I am 
sure  you  will  see  cause  to  despise  those  parasites  of  the 
press  in  England,  who  are  using  their  utmost  endea- 
vours to  persuade  the  public,  that  the  American  con- 
g>  e^s  are, in  their  resentful  languageagainst  England, 
“stimulated  bv  th&intrigues of  Bonaparte.”  As  if  the 
intrigues  of  Bonaparte  were  necessary  to  make  an 
assembly  of  real  representatives  of  the  American 
people  feel  lor  the  ruin  of  so  many  hundreds  of  their 
mei  chants, and  for  the  greater  sufferings  of  so  many 
thousands  of  their  seamen!  As  if  the  intrigues  of 
Bonaparte  were  necessary  to  make  such  an  as- 
sembly feel  at  seeing  their  country,  whose  indepen- 
dence was  purchased  with  the  blood  of  their  fathers, 
treated,  at  sea,  as  if  it  were  still  no  more  than 
a colony  ! As  if  to  feel  acutely,  and  to  express 
themselves  strongly  upon  such  occasion,  it  were  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  be  instigated  by  the  intrigues  of  a 
foreign  power. 

Having  now  with  as  much  clearness  as  I have 
been  able  to  combine  with  brevity,  submitted  to 
your  royal  highness  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
complaints,  which  America  prefers  against  England, 
1 next  proceed  to  state  to  you  what  has  been  done 
by  the  congress,  in  the  way  of  obtaining  redress 
for  those  grievances,  after  which  will  naturally 
come  such  observations  as  1 think  not  unworthy  of 
your  serious  attention,  relative  to  the  consequences 
of  a war  with  a country,  which,  until  this  moment, 
the  prostituted  press  of  tl.  .*  country,  has  studiously 
treated  with  contempt. 

When  the  president's  speech  reached  us,  breath- 
ing a spirit  ol  reseni  ment,  and  suggesting  the  pro- 
priety of  arming,  these  ydpers,  of  the  venal  press. 
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as  if  all  set  on  by  one  and  the  same  halloo,  and  as 
if  forgetting  their  predictions  about  his  fall,  flew  at 
him  in  a train  of  abuse  such  as  I have  seldom  wit- 
nessed, except  when  I myself  have  had  the  honor  to 
be  thought  by  their  setters-on,  an  object  worthy  of 
their  mercenary  malice.  Thev  likened  the  stvle  ol 
his  speech  to  that  of  the  Wabash  and  Shawanese 
savages;  they  called  him  a tool  of  Bonaparte,  they 
represented  him  as  a mean,  low-minded,  igno- 
rant man,  and  I have  never  heard,  that  any  one  of 
them  has  been  called  to  account  for  this  conduct. — 
They  soon  found,  however,  what  every  man  of 
sense  anticipated,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  presi 
dent’s  speech  were  but  a faint  sketch  of  the  picture 
to  be  finished  by  congress,  who,  therefore,  next  be 
came  an  object  of  attack.  But,  by  degrees,  as  the 
accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  congress  have 
reached  us,  these  deceivers  of  the  English  people 
have  grown  more  measured  in  their  abuse.  At  the 
arrival  of  every  new  menace  from  the  city  of  Wash 
fngton,  they  have,  as  in  the  nature  of  the  true  bred 
bully,  become  more  and  more  gentle  ; till,  at  last, 
they  have  softened  down  into  a tone  of  civility. — 
They  do  not  noiv  “ make  a mockery”  of  war  with 
America;  they  even  hope  that  it  may  he  prevented  ; 
and,  they  “trust  empty  punctilio  will  not  stand  in 
the  way  of  reconciliation  ;”  that  very  reconciliation, 
which  they  had  d^neall  in  their  power  to  prevent. 


Meeting  at  Birmingham. 

Front  the  Liverpool  Mercury  of  April  1 0. 

tOWN  MEETING  AT  BIRMINGHAM  RESPECTING  THE 
ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

Birmingham,  Martji  31,  1812. 

This  day,  in  consequence  of  the  notice  given  by 
©ur  very  respectable  high  bailiff,  upwards  of  eleven 
hundred  persons  assembled  in  the  great  room,  at 
the  royal  hotel.  Mr.  Atwood  opened  the  meeting 
by  reading  the  requisition,  signed  by  three  hundred 
and  seven  highly  respectable  names — he  then  pro 
ceeded  to  explain  the  object  of  the  meeting,  after 
which,  as  a preliminary,  he  called  upon  the  chair- 
man of  the  Inland  Commercial  Society,  to  lay  be 
fore  the  meeting  the  origin  of  the  deputation  which 
had  waited  upon  his  majesty’s  ministers,  from  this 
town. 

Mr.  Capper  said,  that  at  a meeting  of  the  society 
on  the  24th  of  February,  it  was  resolved,  that  a 
deputation  should  wait  upon  Mr.  Perceval,  for  the 
purpose  o representing  to  him  the  distressed  situa- 
tion of  this  manufacturing  district,  and  the  state  of 
trade  in  general,  in  consequence  of  the  orders  in 
council. 

Mr.  Richard  Spooner,  one  of  the  deputation,  in 
formed  the  meeting,  that  in  the  interview  with  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  they  had  explicitly 
told  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  that  the  depu- 
tation did  not  represent  the  town  in  general,  but 
only  the  body  of  merchants  and  manufacturers,  con 
necteo  with  the  American  trade.  They  endeavor 
ed  correctly  to  represent  the  situation  of  the  manu- 
facturing and  commercial  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
to  whom  the  trade  to  America  was  of  the  utmost 
importance,  since  their  chief  dependence  rested  on 
an  open  exportation  to  that  quarter : they  had  stated, 
thru  from  the  stagnation  of  this  trade,  the  ware- 
houses of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  were 
filled  with  stock,  which  nearly  absorbed  their  capi 
tal  ; that  the  period  was  now  arrived,  when,  unless 
they  had  some  reason  to  exnect  a favorable  change. 
It  would  no  longer  be  in  the'ir  power  To  emolov 


their  woikmen  and  that  if  the  orders  in  couqci 
continued  three  months  longer,  the  number, 
hands  (including  women  and  children^  within  twen- 
ty miles  of  this  town,  throvvn  outof  erhplov,  Wfiink4 
not  be.  less  than  70,000.  They  did  not  speak  ‘.cut- 
out sufficient  documents,  as  ihev  had  seen  p«our 
prepared  in  consequence  of  the  itujuiiies  fbing 
Sheffield,  three  or  tour  years  ago,  itom  wh  abi- 
was  evident,  that,  in  this  district,  upwaie  the 
50,000  persons  were  solely  employed  in  pre; forts 
goods  for  the  American  market.  He  felt  peorac.- 
confidcnt  that  the  deputation  had  not  overstat  itimr 
numbers,  as  the  home  trade  was  also  comp  the 
cut  up,  bv  the  competition  from  houses  th'a 
hitherto  been  confined  solely  to  the  foreign  table 
which  the  orders  in  council  had  completely  an,  of 
lated.  They  hoped  his  majesty’s  ministers  w re3 
speedily  adopt  some  measures  to  remove  thestcir 
stacles  to  commerce,  or  they  apprehended 
this  town,  which  had  hitherto  borne  up  undents 
burthens,  would,  by  a public  meeting,  openly  . 
press  its  sentiments,  .and  that  the  object  of  the  ot 
putation  was,  by  •*  timely  representation  to  his  m. 
jesty’s  ministers,  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  that 
measure. 

Mr.  Spooner  stated,  that  Mr.  Perceval  listened  t- 
their  account  with  great  attention,  and  met  th 
subject  very  fairly  and  openlv.  He  admitted,  that 
he  was  fully  aware  of  the  distressed  state  of  the 
manufaxturers,  but  being  as  fully  convinced  of  the 
benefits  accruing  to  the  country  at  large  from  the 
orders  in  council,  he  could  not,  from  any  consi- 
deration of  partial  distress,  alter  his  opinion  ; and. 
that,  therefore,  he  would  not  flatter  the  deputation 
with  hopes  which  he  saw  no  chance  of  being  rea- 
lized. Mr.  Spooner  could  not,  however,  say  so 
much  for  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Rose  treated 
the  subject.  “ I.  does  not  signify  gentlemen.”  said 
Mr.  R.  after  listening  to  their  representation,  “we 
are  like  two  men  with  our  heads  in  a bucket  of  wa- 
ter, and  we  must  see  which  can  stand  drowning  the 
longest.”  When,  therefore,  said  Mr.  Spooner, 
such  a sentiment  as  this  is  openly  avotved  by  one  of 
his  majesty’s  ministers,  I leave  io  the  sense  of  this 
meeting,  whether  it  is  not  lime  for  us  to  begin  to 
think  for  ourselves. — ( Loud  and  reiterated  applause <) 

Mr.  Capper  rose  and  read  the  resolutions  which 
follow  ; — after  which  the  first  resolution  was  put, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Lcdsam. 

Mr.  Villers  thought  the  deputation  had  repre- 
sented the  state  of  the  town  in  too  strong  colors. 
He  spoke  of  Mr.  Perceval’s  ‘ willingness  to  relieve, 
as  far  as  propriety  would  aliow,  existing  distresses, 
and  was  persuaded  that  the  minister  and  his  col- 
leagues were  actuated  by  the  purest  motives — ( Dis- 
approbation)— His  majesty’s  ministers  best  knew 
the  line  of  conduct  fit  to  be  pursued  on  this  occa- 
sion ; they  were  the  proper  judges  of  the  best  way 
of  distressing  the  enemv  cf  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
and  of  forcing  himto  relax  his  tyrannical  measures^ 
they  were  the  best  judges  whether  the  repeal  of  the 
orders  in  council  would  be  beneficial  or  not.  Mr, 
V.  then  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolutions^ 
that  the  address  should  state  the  embarrassed  state 
of  the  manufacturers,  &c.  and  pray,  that  the  legis 
lature  would  take  the  same  into  their  serious  consi- 
deration, and  adopt  measures  for  relieving  the  st  ate 
of  commerce,  whenever  it  can  be  done  consistently 
with  the  honor  of  the  country,  &c.  Mr.  y con- 
cluded with  hoping  he  should  not  have  the  mortifi- 
cation of  seeing  a majority  carry  the  original  mo- 
tion, contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  magistrates,— 
■(  ffltfzh  disapprobation.-) 


L8S 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER MEETING  AT  BIRMINGHAM. 


Mr.  Corn  entered  into  a history  of  the  origin  and 
<fogrcss  of  the  orders  in  council  and  of  the  license 
rade,  and  cantonded  that  they  were  highly  inju 
to  the  be$t  interests  of  the  country  ; we  re- 
oj,pthat  our  limits  will  not  enable  us  to  give  his 
*nents  at  length. 

Spooner  stated  hk  regret,  that  the  ma- 
ivnt  tes  should  connect  themselves  in  their  magis- 
ALtm  capacity,  in  any  degree,  with  the  question 
And  • the  meeting.  He  thought  it  was  rather  too 
\TasL  to  expect,  that  out  of  regard  to  private  cha 
Ty  it'',  the  high  bailiff  should  refuse  to  attend  to  a 
Flisi'tion  sighed  by  upwards  of  three  hundred  re- 
liable inhabitants— (Shouts  of  applause.) — The 
magistrate  asserts,  that  ministers  are  the 
judges  of  What  was  expedient!  Now,  sir,  as 
CP)chants  and  manufacturers,  whose  distresses  arc 
down  and  acknowledged  by  all  parties,  and  admii 
& even  by  the  worthy  magistrate  himself,  we  are 
tvely  the  best  judges  of  what  we  suffer;  and,  sir, 
snsidering,  that  the  manufacturing  interest  forms 
ie  very  vitals  of  the  country,  by  the  state  of  that 
uiterest  we  can  safelv  judge  of  thfe  prosperity  of  the 
country  at  large.  Shall  it  then  be  alledged,  that 
ministers  are  better  acquainted  with  our  situation 
ban  we  ourselves  can  be  ? — (Loud  applause.)  Mr. 
5.  said  it  had  been  stated  to  the  meeting,  that  the 
orders  in  council  were  measures  of  retaliation  ; but 
he  proceeded  to  prove  that  we  were  the  aggressors, 
and  said  if  they  be  not  revoked,  they  will — they  must 
lead  to  the  eternal  ruin  of  the  country. — But  the  worthy 
magistrate  says,  that  their  repeal  will  tend  to  prolong 
the  war.  I cannot  imagine  upon  what  grounds  or 
arguments  he  rests  his  opinion.  If  he  alludes  to  a 
war  with  America,  I cannot  conceive  how  those 
measures  which  tend  to  show  that  the  acts  which 
have  so  greatly  irritated  that  country,  are  notfap 
proved  by  the  nation  at  large,  but  are  merely  the 
acts  of  his  majesty’s  ministers,  should  be  likely  to 
Widen  the  breach  which  unlortunately  exists  be 
tween  us.  The  worthy  magistrate  says,  that  this 
expression  of  the  public  opinion  will  tend  to  lower 
the  feelings  of  the  people  of  England.  Speaking  as 
an  Englishman,  sir,  I feel,  that  nothing  will  lower 
my  tone  so  much  as  seeing  difficulties  thrown  out 
to  prevent  the  voice  of  the  people  being  constitu- 
tionally heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  commons. 
But,  sir,  to  dwell  a little  upon  the  impolicy  of  the 
measure;  nothing  to  mv  mind  is  a stronger  proof 
of  it  than  the  conduct  of  that  great  statesman  I so 
much  admire,  Mr,  Pitt.  He,  sir,  constantly  avoid 
ed  the  snares  that  were  held  eut  to  him  by  the 
French  government,  to  allure  him  into  a commerci- 
al war.  That  eminent  character  was  well  aware, 
that  the  violent  decrees  of  France  (of  a similar  na 
ture.  though  perhaps  not  of  equal  extent  with  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees)  must  be  nugatory  unless 
we  made  them  otherwise  by  endeavoring  to  retali 
ate.  A commercial  war,  sir,  is  the  worst  of  all 
others  for  England  to  be  engaged  in — for  she  has 
every  thing  to  lose,  and  nothing  to  gain.  France 
is  a military  nation— we  may  prevent  her  establish- 
ing a trade  ; but  in  so  doing,  the  evil  we  inflict  upon 
her  is  nothing  in  its  consequences,  to  the  suicide  we 
commit  bv  plunging  this  country  into  a war  with 
America,  and  not  only  losing  the  present  advantage 
of  her  commerce,  but  forcing  her  to  beeome  a ma- 
nufacturing nation.  Mr.  S.  then  instanced  a case 
in  point,  of  the  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of 
edge  tools  to  America,  by  lord  North,  during  our 
contest  with  that  country,  which  led  the  American 
manufacturers  of  those  articles  to  come  into  a sue 
ce*isful  competition  with  the  British.  He  then  ad- 
verted to  the  license  trade,  and  marked  it  with 


strong  tokens  of  reprobation.  By  this  system,  we 
Invite  our  enemies  to  gain  a particular  knowledge 
of  coasts — we  train  up  their  sailors — we  permit 
them  to  reap  the  advantages  of  a trade  from  which 
we  exclude  our  best  friends.  The  system,  more- 
over, is  indefensible  in  a constitutional  point  of  view, 
as  it  promotes  an  undue  influence,  by  throwing  the 
whole  trade  of  the  country  into  the  hands  of  the  mi- 
nisters. Mr.  Spooner  said,  that  it  was  a fact  well 
known,  that  an  eminent  merchant,  in  the  house  of 
commons,  had  admitted  that  he  should  have  been 
glad  to  have  given  15,000/.  for  two  licenses  ; and 
that  on  the  morning  the  deputation  waited  on  Mr. 
Perceval,  100  licenses  had  been  received  ! Mr.  S. 
then  dwelt  at  some  length  upon  the  disadvantages 
under  which  the  manufacturing  interests  were  la- 
boring ; the  colonial  and  shipping  interests  enjoyed 
all  the  advantages  of  the  license  system,  and  being 
concentrated  upon  the  exchange  in  London,  had 
free  access  to  the  minister,  while  the  best  interests 
of  the  country,  the  manufacturing  interests,  were 
dispersed  over  every  part  of  the  kingdom — their 
voice,  thus  separated,  was  rendered  too  feeble  to 
make  so  strong  an  impression,  or  gain  such  con- 
stant attention  ; and  yet  the  worthy  magistrate 
could  come  here  to  reprobate  the  least  attempt  to 
unite  their  voices  in  a representation  of  their  dis- 
tresses. But,  sir,  the  evil  that  presses  stronger  up- 
on my  mind,  as  respects  the  licerfse  system,  is  the 
great  degradation  it  produces  in  the  national  cha- 
racter. It  is  lamentable,  that*  a nation,  hitherto 
standing  high  in  moral  estimation,  anxious  to  pro- 
mote true  knowledge,  zealous  to  spread  the  princi- 
ples of  pure  religion,  should  thus  lay  itself  open  to 
the  imputation  of  forcing  a trade  by  fraud  and  per- 
jury, and  that  too,  under  the  sanction  of  govern- 
ment. It  must  seriously  afflict  every  one  zealous 
for  the  true  honor  and  real  interests  of  his  country, 
that  it  has  been  admitted  in  the  court  of  admiralty, 
thatunderpresentcircumstances.it  was  necessary 
to  wink  at  simulated  papers  ! ! b In  carrying  on 
this  trade,  the  captain  of  the  vessel  must  be  furnish- 
ed with  two  sets  of  papers  diametrically  opposite  to 
each  other,  both  of  which  he  must  swear  to  be  true. 
He  must  also  swear  at  one  place  that  the  property  is 
British,  in  another  it  is  neutral ! 

He  thought  the  resolutions  moderate,  declaring 
not  men  but  measures,  he  opposed  ; and  that  had  he 
yielded  to  party  prejudices,  without  having  investi- 
gated the  subject  for  himself,  he  should  have  been 
led  to  give  a very  different  vote  upon  this  occasion, 
than  he  now  intended.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  re- 
gretting that  he  could  neither  acquiesce  in  the  a- 
mendment  proposed  by  the  worthy  magistrate,  nor 
in  any  degree  admit  the  propriety  of  connecting 
himself,  in  his  magisterial  capacity,  with  a matter 
purely  commercial — ( Hear  ! hear  ! and  loud  ap- 
plause.) 

Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  J.  Spooner, jun.  and  col.  Gordon 
opposed  the  resolutions,  which  were  supported  by 
Mr.  Osier,  Mr.  T.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Redfere.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Fillers,  was  negativ- 
ed by  a large  majority,  the  original  resolutions  were 
carried,  and  a petition  framed  upon  them,  was 
adopted. 

ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

Birmingham,  March  31 ,1812. 

At  a meeting  of  the  merchants,  manufacturers, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Birmingham, 
duly  coifvened  by  the  hi_h  bailiff,  and  unprecedent- 
ed for  numbers  and  respectability,  held  at  the  Royal 
Hotel,  this  31  sit  day  of  March,  1812.  “ To  take  into 
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consideration  the  expediency  of  petitioning  the  le- 
gislature on  the  subject  of  tin*  orders  in  council.” 
THOMAS  ATI' WOOD,  Esq. 

High  bailiff,  in  the  chair. 

Resolved,  (almost  unanimously,)  That  it  is  the 
highest  privilege,  and  the  most  important  duty  of 
British  subjects  to  address  the  legislature,  whenever 
they  conceive  that  any  political  measure  is  subver- 
sive of  national  welfare  and  security. 

Resolved,  unanimously , That  the  industry  and  in- 
genuity of  British  manufacturers,  aided  by  the  spirit 
of  our  invaluable  constitution,  have  produced  those 
great  mechanical  improvements,  and  called  forth 
that  division  of  labour,  which  have  given  to  the 
merchants  of  this  country  a pre  eminence  in  fo- 
reign markets, *and  have  greatly  contributed  to  sup- 
port that  naval  superiority,  which  has  hitherto  con- 
stitu  tuted  our  strength  and  security  as  a nation. 

Resolved , (dissentient  only  two)  That  not  only  the 
revenue  but  the  very  existence  of  society  in  its  pre 
sent  state,  in  this  country  depends  upon  the  pros 
perity  of  our  manufactures  and  commer  ce. 

Resolved,  (dissentient  only  five,)  That  we  view 
with  the  deepest  regret  the  present  ruinous  situation 
of  the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  United 
kingdom,  and  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the 
orders  in  council,  by  closing  our  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  United  States  of  America,  are  a 
principal  source  of  the  evils  we  deplore. 

Resolved,  (dissentient  only  two,)  That  we  consider 
the  system  of  licences  as  a virtual  acknowledgment 
of  the  impolicy  of  the  orders  in  council,  giving  relief 
to  our  inveterate  enemy,  affording  a juat  cause  ot 
of  complaint  to  those  whom  we  desire  to  consider 
as  our  friends,  degrading  to  the  character  of  the 
British  merchant,  subversive  of  morality,  and  highly 
injurious  to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain.  A system, 
which  at  the  same  time  that  it  affords  a partial  and 
dear-bought  assistance  to  the  commerce  of  the  me- 
tropolis renders  not  the  smallest  relief  to  the  dis 
tressed  manufacturers  of  the  United  kingdom. 

Resolved,  (dissentient  only  two,)  That  when  near- 
ly all  the  channels  of  our  trade  to  the  continent  of 
Europe  are  closed,  the  commerce  of  the  east  pos 
jessed  by  an  exclusive  monopoly,  and  our  national 
expenditure  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  the  world, 
we  deem  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  recommend  to  the 
consideration  of  our  legislators,  tire  propriety  oi 
revoking  those  measures,  which  we  conceive  to 
have  been  originally  contrary  to  the  recognised 
laws  of  nations,  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 
sound  policy,  and  which  threaten  to  involve  us  in 
a war  with  our  most  valuable  commercial  connec- 


situation,  aggravated  bv  the  advancing  price  of  eve- 
ry necessary  of  life,  our  concern  is  greatly  height- 
ened by  the  consideration,  that  the  capital  of  our 
merchants  and  manufacturers  is  rapidly  absorbing 
in  stock  constantly  depreciating  in  value,  their  abi- 
lity to  participate  in  the  increasing  burdens  of  the 
state  proportionably  diminishing,  and  their  efforts 
consequently  paralyzed,  at  the  period  when  ali  prac- 
ticable means  should  be  resorted  to,  for  cementing 
national  union,  and  for  supporting  with  vigor,  the 
momentous  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

Resolved , (almost ‘unanimously,)  That  an  humble 
address  and  petition  be  presented  to  both  houses  of 
parliament,  imploring  them  to  take  such  measures' 
for  revoking  the  otders  in  council,  as  thej'  in  their 
wisdom  may  think  proper. 

Resolved , (dissentient  only  six,)  That  the  address 
and  petition  now  read  be  adopted. 

Resolved,  (dissentient  only  three,)  That  the  right 
hon  the  lord-lieut.  of  the  county,  and  the  right  hon. 
lord  Calthorp,  be  requested  to  present  the  »amo  to 
the  house  of  lords  ; and  sir  Charles  Mordaunt,  bart. 
and  Dugdale  Stratford  Dugdale,  esq.  members  for 
the  county,  to  the  house  of  commons  : and  that 
they  be  also  requested  to  give  it  every  support  La 
their  power. 

Resolved  unanimously , That  the  following  gentle- 
men be  nominated  a committee,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  any  measures  which  they  may  d«etn  necessa- 
ry for  the  attainment  of  this  g>cat  object ; and  that 
they  have  power  to  add  to  their  number,  and  report 
proceedings  as  occasion  may  require. 

List  of  the  rommiitce.— Wnltcr  William  Capper,  Henry  Perkin*, 
Timothy  Smith,  Thomas  Putts,  Joseph  Shore,  V.'ifliam  Btd&rn, 
Jeremiah  Ridotmt,  Simou  Waiker,  Jouu  Francis,  Thomas  Asthury, 
William  Cross,  J.  W.  Crcmipnu,  William  Hanofd,  Joseph  bedsharu, 
t'harles  Lloyd,  Tertius  Cal  tort,  Thomas  Phipson,  John  Tot>  o\s  La*, 
re  lice,  Thomas  Lukin  Hawkes,  Thomas  Hadley,  Joseph  Webster, 
Henry  Hunt,  James  Pearson,  Samuel  Baker,  John  Inland,  jr.JJeu 
jainui  Cook. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  resolutions  now 
passed  be  signed  by  the  chairman,  and  published  in 
such  papers  as  the  committee  may  think  proper. 

T HO  M AS  ATT  WOO  D,  Chairman. 

The  high  bailiff  having  retired  and  Richard  Spoo- 
ner, esq.  having  been  called  to  the  chair, 

Resolved  unanimously , That  the  thanks  of  this 
meeting  be  given  to  the  high  bailiff  for  his  able  and 
impartial  conduct  in  the  chair. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  tjhi.s  meeting  be  given, 
to  the  high  bailiff  for  his  constant  and  zealous  at- 
tention to  the  interests  of  the  town. 

RICHARD  SPOONER. 


tion,  America  : a country  linked  to  us  by  the  power 
ful  affinities  of  common  origin,  similarity  of  lan- 
guage, laws  and  manners. 

Resolved , (dissentient  only  three)  That  the  direct 
tendency  of  the  orders  in  council,  is  to  force  Ameri- 
ca upon  her  own  resources,  and  to  obligeher  to  be- 
come a manufacturing  nation,  much  ear  lier  than  in 
the  natural  course  of  events  would  be  the  case. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  town  and  neigh- 
borhood, containing  a most  numerous  population, 
and  being  unquestionably  one  of  the  most  Important 
manufacturing  districts 'in  the  British  erppjie,  have 
greatly  depended  upon  a friendly  intercourse  with 
the  United  Stales  of  i\ineri,ca,  and  are  suffering  most 
Severely  under  the  operation  of  the  orders  in  conn 
cil. 

Resolved,  (dissentient^  oulv  three,)  That  if  this  de 
structure  system  be  persisted  in,  thousands  of  our 
laborious *and respectable  mechanics  vyill  inevjfably 
be  deprived  of  their  present  partial  and  precarious 
employment  ; and  whilst  we  deplore  their  distressed 


Mississippi  Scheme. 

Account  of  the  destruction  of  the  Mississippi  scheme , 
from  “ a sketch  of  the  life  and  projects  of  John 
Law,  of  Lauriston  :y>  By  I P.  Ji  . 

The  &uvy  that  generally  is  the  attendant  on  per- 
sons raised  to  high  offices  of  state,  Mr.  Lawhuathe 
misfortune  to  experience  ; and  in  his  case  it  was 
heightened  in  a superlative  degree,  from  the  cmv 
cumstance  qf  his  being  a foreigner.  He  was  hated 
I by  almost  all  the  ministry,  and  obnoxious- to  -the 
j old  retainers  of  the  court.  Cardinal  du  Bois,  ju 
particular,  could  not,  without  the  greatest  paijj. 
Observe  his  wonted  influence  over  the  mind  of  his 
old  pupil  quite  destroyed,  by  the  superior  pow^ 
of  the  comptroller  general,  who,  he  had  reason 
suspect,  was  determined  to  have  him  dismissed froijsj, 
his  office.  This  made  him  attempt  all  methods 
injure  Mr.  Law  in  the  opinion  of  the  regent, 
which  he  was.  jpined  fry-several  oi  his  sojicagues,. 
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A favorable  opportunity  soot)  after  occurred,  and 
was  eagerly  embraced  by  them,  of  engaging  the 
duke  in  a scheme  which  completely  ruined  the  great 
designs  of  the  comptroller  general,  by  putting  an 
end  to  his  plans  of  public  credit  and  national  af- 
fluence. 

I . has  been  before  mentioned,  that  at  the  1 stof  May 
1720,  bank  notes  had  been  fabiicated  to  the  amount 
of  2600  millions of  livres.  The  specie  in  the  king- 
dom', at  the  vale  of  sixty  five  livres  to  the  marc,  was 
estimated  at  13G0  millions.  Cardinal  du  Bois,  M. 
Di*  Angerson,  anrl  others'  of  the  ministry,  now  re- 
presented to  the  regent,  that  it  was  become  abso 
lutety  necessary  to  form  an  equal  proportion  be 
tween  the  notes  and  the  coin,  by  either  raising  the 
denomination  of  the  latter  to  130  livres  the  marc, 
by  which  the  1300.  millions  of  specie  would  have 
been  augmented  to  2600  millions  ; or  reducing  tbe 
value  of  the  notes  one  half,  that  is,  to  1300  millions. 
This  point  was  discussed  in  council ; some  of 
the  members,  among  whom  was  the  comptroller 
general,  contended  strenuously  for  letting  matters 
Stand  as  they  were  ; or,  if  it  was  judged  necessary 
to  take  some  steps  in  that  affair,  they  proposed  to 
raise  the  denomination  of  the  specie,  which  had 
been  frequently  practised  before;  but  the  majority, 
who  bore  no  good  will  to  Mr.  "Caw,  favoring  the 
proposition  for  lowering  the  value  of  the  paper,  it 
was  at  last,  after  a grave,  wise,  and  learned  delibera 
tion,  determined  to  issue  an  arret  to  that  purpose. 

Accordingly  on  the  21st  of  May  1720,  an  arret 
Was  published,  stating  that  the  king,  having  judged 
that  the  general  interest  of  his  subjects  required 
that  the  price  or  nominal  value  of  the  India  compa 
! ivy’s  actions,  and  of  bank  notes,  should  be  lessened, 
for.rnaiutaiuing  them  in  a just  proportion  with  the 
coin  and  other  commodities  of  the  kingdom;  his 
majesty  ordained,  that  the  actions  of  the  India  com- 
pany should  be  reduced,  beginning  from  the  day  of 
. the  publication  of  the  present  arret,  to  8000  livres; 
on  the  1st  of  July  to  7500  livres  ; on  the  (stof  Au- 
gust to  7000  livres  ; and  so  on  by  500  livres  a month, 
till  the  1st  of  December,  when  they  were  to  remain 
fixed  at. 5000  livres.  That  the  bank  notes  should 
also  be  reduced  so  as  they  should  be  received  in  pay 
men ts  from  that  date,  at  the  following  rates  : those 
of  10,000  livres  for  8,000  livres,  those  of  1,000  livres 
for  800,  of  100  for  80,  and  of  10  for  8 ; that  on  the 
1st  of  July,  the  said  notes  should  be  further  reduced  ; 
those  of  10,000  livres  to  7,500  livres,  and  so  on,  by 
§00  livres  a month,  the  lesser  notes  being  reduced 
in  the  tike  proportion,  till  the  1st  of  December, 
when  it  it.  was  declared  that  the  said  notes  should 
remain  reduced  and  fixed,  those  of  10,000  livres  at 
5,000  livres,  those  of  1,000  at  500,  those  of  100  at 
50,  and  those  of  10  at  5. 

That  this  unjustifiable  and  fatal  step  was  taken 
in  opposition  to  the  advice  of  the  comptroller  gene 
ral,  is  asserted  upon  the  authority  of  hisnephew  the 
baron  de  JUauriston,  who  says,  -‘On  se  decida, 
mrifgT»e  1’avis  de  Mr.  Daw,  et  sur  son  rapport  cepen- 
dant,  puisqui’l  etoit  controleur  genei  al  des  finances, 
wywf&t  ecoute*  de  lancer  1, ’arret,  &c.” — and  indeed 
it  seems  hardly  credihle,  that  one  so  well  versed. in 
the  principles  of  credit  as  Mr.  Law  was,  could  ap- 
prove of  such  a proceeding  so  diametrically  oppo- 
site to  them.  Some  go  so  far  as  to  maintain,  on 
the  authority  of  a letter  from  a duke  and  peer  of 
France  to  an  English  nobleman,  that  the  most  se 
rictus  apprehensions  being  entertained  bv  the  other 
European  states,  of  the  vast  increase  of  the  power 
and  wealth  or  France  in  the  event  of  the  svstem 
Succeeding,  the  ministers  of  the  quadruple  alliance 
plotted  together  to  occasion  its  miscarriage,  and 


suggested  the  above  mode  to  the  enemies  of  Mr 
Law. 

Be  the  cause  as  it  may,  the  arret  was  published  ; 
and  the  consequence  of  this  shameful  infraction  of 
the  royal  engagement,  which  solemnly  promised, 
that  whatever  alteration  should  take  place  on  the 
coin,  the  bank  notes  should  always  remain  invaria- 
ble, and  be  paid  in  full,  were  such  as  might  Uavq 
been  expected.  From  that  moment, 

“ Omnia  fatis 

“ In  p?jus  mere,  ac  retro  sublapsa  referri.’* 

The  whole  paper  fabric  fell  atonceto  theground  ; 
the  notes  lost  all  credit;  no  person  would  meddle 
with  them  ; and,  although  the  bank  did  not  stop 
payment,  there  was  no  possibility  of  getting  near 
it,  the  avenues  being,  at  the  first  alarm,  blocked  up 
by  soldiers,  and  the  tellers  employed  in  changing 
tbe  notes  of  their  friends  and  those  of  the  directors, 
so  that  the  day  following,  May  22d,  any  body  might 
have  starved  with  100  millions  in  paper  money  in 
his  pocket. 

The  consternation  which  seized  all  ranks  of  peo- 
ple upon  the  publication  of  this  fatal  arret,  was 
quickly  converted  into  rage,  so  thatit  became  neces- 
sary to  station  a number  of  troops  in  the  market-* 
place,  and  in  oiher  quarters  of  Paris,  to  bridle  the 
fury  of  the  mob,  from  which  a second  night  of  St. 
Bartholomew  was  dreaded.*  Disorder  or  confu- 
sion reigned  every  where,  seditious  and  inflammato- 
r}'  libels  were  posted  up  in  all  places,  and  the  life  of 
the  regent  himself  was  threatened  ; but  that  prince,- 
among  whose  failings  want  of  courage  could  never 
be  reckoned,  disregarded  these  menaces,  and  conti- 
nued to  give  public  audience  every  day  iu  the  palais 
royal. 

In  this  emergency,  the  parliament  of  Paris  called 
an  extraordinary  meeting,  to  deliberate  upon  the 
situation  of  affairs  ; and  the  result  of  this  meeting 
was  sending  a deputation,  composed  of  their  most 
illustrious  members,  to  the  regent,  to  demand  the 
revocation  of  the  arret  of  the2Ist  of  May.  Upon 
their  representation,  this  was  accordingly  cfcme,  by 
another  arret  of  the  27th  of  May,  establishing  the 
paper  at  its  former  denomination.  But  all  confi- 
dence being  now  gone,  this  edict  had  no  other  effect, 
than  to  increase  the  mischief,  by  throwing  again  in- 
to the  channel  of  commerce,  notes  universally  dis- 
credited, with  w’hich  knavish  persons  paid  and 
ruined  their  lawful  creditors.  The  president  de 
Novion  having  some  months  preceding  sold  an 
estate  to  Mr.  Law,  for  above  800,000  livres  in  gold, 
and  having  reserved  a right  of  redemption  within  a 
stated  period,  his  son  availed  himself  thereof,  and 
repaid  the  purchaser  at  this  juncture  with  notes. 

* In  this  season  of  calamity,  the  French  with 
their  usual  levity,  could  not  refrain  from  sporting 
with  their  own  misfortunes  in  epigrams  and  the 
like;  the  following  are  selected  from  a great  num- 
ber of  similar  productions  ; published  at  that  time 
««  Lundi  j’achetai  des  actions, 

“ Mardi  je  gagnai  des  millions, 

“ Mercredi  j’arrangeai  raon  menage, 

“ .Teudi  je  pris  un  equipage, 

“ Vendredi  je  fus  au  bal, 

“ Et  Samedi  a 1’hopital,” 

To  the  abbe  de  Tencin  : (who  had  the  principal 
hand  in  Mr.  Law’s  conversion,  for  which  he  was 
rewarded  with  the  bishopric  of  Grenoble.  He  was 
afterwards  archbishop  of  Ambrun,  and  a cardinal :) 
Foin  de  ton  zele  seraphique, 

“ Malheureux  abbe  de  Tencin  ! 

**  Depms  que  Law  est  catfiolique 
“ Tout  le  royaume  est  capucin'.,> 
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When  the  last  mentioned  arretofthe  27th  was  pub- 
lished  thepeople  crowded  so  eagerly  about  the  bank . 
to  change  their  notes  into  specie,  that  several  per- 
sons were  hart,  and  one  was  killed  outright : but  the 
avenues  being  strictly  guarded  by  soldiers,  very  lew 
indeed  could  get  near  the  tellers  ; this  contributed 
still  more  to  discredit  the  notes,  which  was  further 
increased,  bv  the  stopping  payment  at  the  hunk  on 
the-29th  of  May.  This  was  done  under  the  pi  etext 
of  giving  commissaries  constituted  for  that  purpose, 
an  opportunity  for  examining  the  bank  hooks,  and 
enquiring  into  the  aliedged  frauds  and  knaveries  o' 
the  clerks.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  bank  he 
gan  paying  again  on  the  2d  of  June:  but  still  i> 
was  scarcely  possible  to  getnear  the  tellers,  though 
the  eagerness  pf  the  public  to  obtain  specie  was  so 
great,  that  node  grudged  to  give  even  more  than 
100  livres  for  one  louis  d’or. 

The  bank  was  again  shut  up  ; but  being  opened 
on  the  9th  of  July  for  the  payment  of  notes  of  ten 
livres,  an  incredible  throng, of  people  assembled  ai 
the  entrance  on  the  side  of  the  Mazarine  gardens 
The  guard  took  care  that  a very  small  number 
should  be  admitted  : and  the  door  being  immediate- 
ly shut,  those  on  the  outside  began  to  be  very  cla 
morons,  and  to  throw  stones  at  the  door  and  into 
the  gardens,  which  was  returned  from  within;  and 
one  of  the  soldiers  firing  his  piece  through  the  kev 
hole,  killed  a coachman,  and  wounded  a citizen  in 
the  shoulder.  At  last  the  door  was  opened  ; but 
the  guards  being  ranged  in  the  inside  with  fixed 
bayonets,  few  chose  to  venture  within  their  reach  ; 
and  those  who  did  so,  paid  dear  for  ilfeir  temerity, 
.several  being  wounded,  and  one  run  through  the 
body.  The  17th  of  Julv  being  appointed  for  paying 
notes  of  100  livres,  so  immense  a concourse  assem 
bled,  and  their  struggles  were  such,  that  it  is  said 
no  less  than  twenty  persons  were  squeezed  to  death  : 
this  occasioned  a dreadful  ferment  among  the  Pa 
risians,  which  was  quelled  with  great  difficulty, 
by  the  prudent  conduct  of  the  secretary  of  war. 

In  this  disposition  of  the  people,  w ho  could  think 
of  nothing  but  getting  quit  of  their  paper  money, 
all  attempts  to  restore  the  credit  of  the  notes  and  "of 
the  actions  were  of  no  avail.  The  regent  losing  all 
heart,  and  becoming  persuaded  that  the  blunder  of 
the  21st  of  May  was  irreparable,  resolved  to  put  a 
final  conclusion  to  the  system  ; shut  up  the  bank 
altogether,  put  a stop  to  the  course  of  the  notes,  bid 
a long  farewell  to  credit  and  to  confidence,  and  re 
turned  to  the  old  mode  of  raising  money  by  rents 
upon  the  town  houses  of  Puris.  In  pursuance  of 
the  design,  he  agreed  with  the  India  company,  to 
burn  the  400,090  actions  in  his  possession  ; and 
they  engaged,  in  return,  to  cancel  1500  millions  of 
the  debt  due  to  them  by  the  king,  and  to  give  up! 
thirty-nine  millions  of  theinterest  payable  by  hi*  mi  j 
jestv,  the  other  nine  millions  of  annual  rents  being 
reserved  partly  as  the  interest  of  the  original  loan 
of  one  hundred  millions,  which  still  subsisted,  and 
partly  on  account©!  other  claims  remaining  against 
him.  The  company,  moreover,  consented  to  give 
up  the  lease  of  the  farms,  the  management  and  pro 
fits  of  the  mint,  and  the  administration  of  the  roya] 
revenues,  and  engaged  to  confine  themselves  solely 
to  the  lnd;a  trade,  and  the  culture  of  the  colonies. 
These  arrangements  were  settled  by  several  arrets 
of  different  dates,  one  of  which  entirely  suppressed 
all  bank  notes,  declaring,  that,  after  the  1st  of  De 
cember  1720,  they  were  to  have  no  currency  what 
ever. 

At  the  time  the  hank  stopped  payment,  it  wac  pos- 
sessed of  461 ,316,4-lOUvrcs  in  notes,  and  336,01 1 ,050 
livres  in  specie,  making  together  797,327,460  livres, 


which  being  deducted  from  2,696,400.000  livres  the 
total  amount  of  notes  fabricated,  left  a remainder  of 
1,399,072,450  livres  of  outstanding  note*,  for  which 
the  king  was  accountable.  This  sum  was  ordered 
to  he  brought  to  the  bank  within  a ce-  rnin  period  to- 
be  liquidated  by  purchasing  perpetual  annuities,  at 
the  rate  of  two,  two  and  a half,  and  three  per  ten-, 
and  annuities  upon  lives  at  four  per  cent,  making, 
all  together,  an  annual  interest  of  forty  eight  mil- 
lions ; to  this  sum  the  nine  millions  pa\al>!e  by  the. 
king  to  the  company  being  added,  the  result  is  fiitv 
seven  millions  a year,  the  total  interest  which  his 
majesty  had  to  pay,  instead  of  eighty  millions  as  at 
first ; the  capital,  however,  had  undergone  little  al- 
teration, since  the  1,899  072,542  livres  of  outstand- 
ing notes,  together  with  the  luO  millions  due  to  the 
company,  come  within  a trifle  of  2(4)0  millions, 
amount  of  his  majestv’s  debts  as  established  bv  the 
Visa,  in  1716.  Thus,  in  consequence  of  these  ar- 
bitrary proceedings,  the  king  was  a gainer  of  more 
than  twenty  three  millions  a year  ; for  many  ne- 
glecting the  opportunity  of  funding  their  bank 
notes  within  the  limited  time,  in  hopes  they  would 
again  recover  their  credit,  or  that  better  terms  might 
be  obtained,  great  sums  of  these  notes  w ere  irrepa- 
rably lost,  and  remain  useless  at  this  day  in  the  pos- 
session of  individuals. 


The  Locusts  of  Africa. 

Having  lately  inserted  an  article  relative  to  the 
ravages  of  the  Locusts  at  Ten-eriffe,  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  insect,  from  J«ckson’s  2.1  o- 
rooco,  will  claim  the  reader’s  attention  : 


Locusts  are  produced  from  som*  unknown, 
nhysica!  cause,  and  proceed  from  the  desert,  always 
coming  from  the  south  When  they  visit  a cous- 
v it  behoves  every  individual  to  lav  in  a provision 
against  a famine;  for  they  are  said  to  stay  tiiree, 
five,  or  seven  years.  During  my  residence  in  West 
and  South  Barbary,  those  countries  suffered  a visi- 
tation from  them  during  seven  years.  They  have 
i government  among  themselves,  similar  to  that 
of  the  hee.-.  and  ants  ; and  when  the  sultan  Jerraad, 
king  of  the  locusts,  lises,  the  whole  body  follow 
urn,  not  one  solitary  straggler  being  left  behind  tc- 
vvitness  the  devastation.  When  they  have  eaten  aJi 
other  vegetation,  they  attack  the  trees,  ‘consuming 
first  the  leaves,  and  then  the  bark,  so  that  the 
country,  in  the  midst  of  sutnmer,  from  thesr  tin- 
sparing  rapacity,  bears  the  face  of  winter,  in  my 
travels,  1 have  seen  them  so  thick  on  the  ground, 
»s  sometimes  actually  to  have  covered  mv  horsed 
hoofs  as  he  went  along.  It  is  very  annoying  to  tra- 
vel through  a host  of  them,  as  they  are  continually 
flying  in  vour  face,  and  settling  on  your  hands  ami 
clothes.  * At  a distance,  they  appear,  in  the  air 
like  an  immense  cloud,  darkening  the  sun ; and 
whilst  employed  in  devouring  the  produce  o»  the 
Und,  it  has  been  observed  that  they  uniformly  pro- 
ceed one  way,  as  regularly  as  a disciplined  army  out 
its  march  ; nor  wiil  it  be  possible  to  discover  a sin- 
gle one  going  a different  way  from  the  rest. 
travelling  from  Mogodor  to  Tangier,  before  the 
plague  in  1799,  the  country  was  covered  with  them, 
A singular  incident  then  occurred  at  El  Araiche; 
the  whole  country  from  the  confines  of  Sahara  to 
that  place  was  ravaged  by  them,  but  after  crossing 
the  river  El  Kgs,  they  were  not  to  be  seen,  though 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  them  from  flying 
across  it.  Moreover,  they  were  all  moving  th 
way,  that  is  to  the  north  ; but  when  they  reach 
the  banks  cf  the  river,  they  proceeded  eastward. 
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that  the  gardens  and  fields  north  of  El  Araiche 
we.e  full  of  vegetables,  fruits  and  grain.  The 
Arabs  of  the  province  of  El  Garb  considered  this 
remarkable  circumstance,  as  an  evident  interposi 
tion  of  Providence. 

This  curse  of  heaven  can  only  be  conceived  by 
those  who  have  seen  the  dismal  effects  of  their  de 
variation.  The  poor  people,  by  living  on  them, 
become  meagre  and  indolent,  for  no  labor  will  yield 
fruit,  whilst  the  locusts  continue  increasing  in 
numbers,  in  the  rainy  season  they  partially  disap- 
pear, and  at  the  opening  of  the  spring  the  ground 
is 'covered  with  their  young.  Those  crops  of  corn 
vyhiefi  are  first  mature,  aud  the  grain  which  be- 
comes hardened  before  the  locust  attains  its  full 
growth,  are  likely  to  escape  provided  there  be 
other  crops  less  forward  for  them  to  feed  upon. 

In  the  year  1799,  these  destructive  insects  were 
carried  away  into  the  Western  Ocean  by  a violent 
hurricane  ; and  the  shores  were  afterwards  covered 
vvitfi  their  dead  bodies,  which,  in  many  places, 
emitted  a pestilential  smell ; that  is,  wherever,  the 
land  was  low,  or  where  the  salt  water  had  not 
washed  them.  To  this  ^vent  succeeded  a most 
abundant  crop  of  corn,  the  lands  which  had  lain 
fallow  ior  years,  being  now  cultivated  ; but  the 
produce  of  the  cultivation  was  accompanied  with  a 
most  infectious  and  deadly  plague,  a calamity  of 
which  the  locusts  have  often  been  observed  to  be 
the  forerun ners-v 


Arlington  Sheep  Shearing. 

On  Thursday  last,  being  the  8th  anniversary  of 
the  Arlington  Sheep  Shearing,  a number  of  gentle 
men  who  have  encouraged  the,  laudable  purposes  of 
that  useful  institution,  assembled  with  their  sheep 
as  competitors  for  the  various  prizes  to  be  distribut- 
ed on  the  occasion.  The  mostliberal  attention  was 
paid  by  Mr.  Custis  to  the  accommodation  and  con 
venience  of  the  company,  in  producing  a profusion 
of  necessary  refreshments,  and  in  furnishing  books 
for  the  amusement  qf  those  who  were  not  immedi 
atelv  engaged  in  the  business  of  the  day.  After  the 
judges  had  carefully  attended  to  the  duties  assigned 
them — the.  company,  consisting  of  several  members 
of  t|ie  national  legislature,  some  French  gentlemen 
of  distinction,  and  a number  of  respectable  charac- 
ters from  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  and 
from  the  District  of  Columbia,  repaired  to  the 
rr»arque  prepared  for  the  occasion,  where,  at  half 
past  three  o’clock,  they  sat  down  to  an  elegant  din- 
ner, consisting  principally  of  a great  variety  of  fish 
(served  up  in  various  and  tasteful  style-)  furnished 
from  the  adjoining  river. 

The  day  was  uncommonly  mild  for  the  season. 
The  awning  composed  of  the  canvass  which  had 
so  often  sheltered  the  immortal  founder  of  the  liber 
tics  of  his  country,  beautifully  or  namented  wit Jn 
festoons  of  laurel,  and  a striking  likeness  of  the 
general  suspended  over  the  foot  of  the  table,  alto 
gethcr  inspired  feelings  of  unutterable  expression. 
Mr.  Custis  presided,  supported  bv  the  hon.  judge 
C ranch  as  senior,  assisted  by  governor  Lee  and  J. 
G.  Herbert,-  esqs.  as  junior  vice-presidents — on  the 
rv.'ht  of  .Mr.  Custis  sat  William  Herbert,  esq.  pre- 
sident of  the  Washington  Society  of  Alexandria,  an 
old  and  intimate  friend  of  the  departed  general,  Af 
ter  dinner,  the  following  toasts  were  drank  in  excel 
lent  wine,  (.fie  product  of  our  native  grape. 

Toast  the  1st,  by  Mr  Custis — The  company  all 
i«ing,  and  after  a solemn  pause — “ Industry  "and 

dependence.’* 


2d.  By  Mr.  Custis — The  memory  of  Washington 
—although  his  sun  has  sunk  into  the  west,  may  the 
arting  rays  of  its  glory,  which  still  through  his 
gi’eal  example  shine,  serve  to  exalt  the  destiny  and 
promote  the  honor,  welfare  and  happiness  of  hrs 
country. 

3d.  "By  judge  C ranch — The  Arlington  Sheep 
Shearing  ; many  happy  returns  of  this  anniversary 
to  its  patriotic  founder. 

4th.  By  Mr.  Custis — The  company  rising — The 
memory  of  George  Clinton — the  hero,  brave  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  and  the  patriot  worthy  to  the  last 
hour  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Custis  then  indulged  the  company  with  a 
handsome  and  appropriate  addrses  for  the  occasion, 
where,  with  the  hand  of  sensibility  and  delicacy,  lie 
reared  another  column  of  filial  a flection  to^he  memo- 
ry of  the  departed  father  of  his  country — and  it  may 
with  truth  be  said,  that  all  who  heard  him  throb- 
bed with  responsive  feelings  of  gratitude  and  vene- 
ration for  him,  who  was  “ first  in  war,  first  in 
peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen.’* 
The  sudden  change  and  threating  aspect  of  the  wea- 
ther occasioned  the  company  to  disperse  at  an  early 
hour. 

To  Mr.  Custis  great  praise  is  due  for  the  patriotic 
zeal  with  which  he  has  endeavored  (in  the  principle 
of  this  excellent  institution)  to  direct  the  attention 
of  his  fellow-citizens  to  the  internal  resources  of  his 
country  ; and  it  is  hoped  from  the  specimens  exhi- 
bited this  day,  that  he  will  be  amply  gratified  in  tfie 
complete  success  of  his  benevolent  exertions. 

The  judges  of  the  sheep  and  fleeces  were— -Tho- 
mas Sim  Lee,  esq.  of  Needwood,  Md.;  John  Tay- 
loe,  esq.  of  Mount  Airy;  George  Graham  of  Lex- 
ington, Va.  ; Jacob  Morgan,  esq.  of  Alexandria, 
D.  C 

RAMS. 

Alphonso,  the  property  of  L.  Lewis,  esq.  of 
Wood  Lawn,  Va,  half  merino — weight  114  1 2— *- 
wool  51bs  washed. 

Roderic  Dheu,  property  of  George  Mason,  esq. 
of  Gunston,  one  halt  merino — weight  129  1-2 — 
wool  91b  12oz.  unwashed. 

Don  Roderic,  property  of  Thomas  Peter,  esq.  of 
Tutor  Place,  D.  C.  3-4  merino — weight  92  12 — 
wool  51b  7oz.  unwashed. 

Mount  Vernon,  property  of  Wm.  A.  Danger- 
field,  of  Notley  Hall,  Md.  1-4  merino — weight  111 
— wool  51b  5oz„unwashed. 

EWES. 

Ib.  oz. 

A pair  by  W.  A.  Dangerfield.  ^ 3 12  UnW' 

, . , T T • <603-4  4 8 

A pair  by  L.  Lewis,  esq.  fa  4 , wash 

The  prize  cup  for  the  rams  was  awarded  toGeorge 
Mason,  esq. 

The  cup  for  the  ewes  to  L.  Lewis,  esq. 

The  prize  for  cloth  was  given  to  Mrs.  Ann  Low- 
den.  Prince  William  county,  Va. 


Presidential  Nomination. 

City  of  Washington,  May  18. 

In  pursuance  ol  a notice  given  to  the  republican 
members  of  congress  generally,  eightv-two  mem- 
bers of  congress  convened  in  the  senate  chamber  at 
the  capitol,  viz  : 

SENATORS-r-Messrs.  Anderson,  Brent,  G.  W,  Campbell,  Gon- 
dii, Crawford,  Cutts,  Gregg,  Howell,  Ltib,  Pope,  Robinson] 
Smith  of  N.  Y.  To  it,  Tavlor,  Turner.  Varnnm,  Worthington — 17. 

REPRESENTATIVES— Messrs.  Bartlett.  *Q.  Hall,  Harper, 
Grew,  Seayer,  Turner,  Fisk,  Shaw,  Mitihill,  Sage,  Sammons,  Boyd, 
Oondit,  Mprgan,  Richardson,  Hyneruaa,  Antlmon,  Bard,  Brown, 
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Crawford,  Davis,  Findley,  Lacock,  Lyle,  Piper,  Smilie,  G.  Smith, 
"Ringgold,  Wright,  Bassett,  Bunvell,  M.  Clay,  Dawson,  Gholson, 
Goodwyn,  Hawes,  Taliaferro,  M Coy,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pleasants, 
Alston,  Cochran,  King,  Pickens,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Earle,  Moore, 
Winn,  Bibb,  B.  Hall,  Troup,  H.  Clay,  Desha,  Johnson,  M*Kee, 
Ornisby,  New,  Grundy,  lthea.  Marrow,  Poindexter,  Jennings, 
Sevier — G5.  Total,— 82. 

The  meeting  was  opened  at  seven  o’clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suiilie,  thehon.  J.  B.  Varnum 
was  appointed  chairman,  and  R.  M.  Johnson,  Secre- 
tary of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Findley  having  briefly  explained  the  object 
of  the  meeting — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  df  Tennessee,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  do  now  proceed  to 
recommend  proper  persons-  as  candidates  to  fill  the 
offices  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  3d  day 
of  March  next. 

The  meeting  first  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Anderson,  to  ballot  fur  t^e  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency ; and  Messrs^dtfit4hill  ami  Tate  being  ap- 
pointed tellers,  it  app^^ed,  onxmmUngthe  ballots, 
that  the  votes  were.  - ‘ L ' 

For  JAMES  MA0IS<2N,  8£—  No  either  person 
being  voted  lor. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded,  in  like  manner,  to 
ballot  for  a suitable  person  to  be  supported  for  the 
office  of  Vice-President  for  alike  term.  On  count- 
ing the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  there  were — 

For  JOHN  LANGDON  64 

ELBRlDGE^KTiY  ig 

Scattering  2 

On  motion  of  Mr'^jBnpbell  of  Ten.  it  was  then 

Resolved , As  the  set^  of  this  meting,  that  J AMES 
MADISON,  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  be  recom- 
mended as  a proper  person  to  fill  the  office  of  Pre 
si  dent,  for  four  years  from  the  third  day  of  March 
next:  And  that  JOHN  LANGDON,  of  the  state 
of  New  Hampshire,  be  recommended  as  a proper 
person  to  fill  the  office  of  Vice  President  for  the 
same  term. 

Resolved,  That  in  making  the  foregoing  recom- 
mendation, the  members  of  this  meeting  have  acted 
only  in  their  individual  characters,  as  citizens  ; and 
that  they  have  been  induced  to  adopt  the  measure 
from  a deep  conviction  of  the  importance  of  union 
to  the  republicans,  throughout  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  present  crisis  of  our  public 
affairs.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findlev,  the  following  gentle- 
men were,  appointed  a committee  of  correspondence 
and  arrangement,  viz  : 

Mr.  Cutts  of  New-Hampshire,  Mr.  Varnum  of  Massachusetts,  Mr. 
Howell  of  Rliode-Islaml.  Mi-.  Robinson  of  Vermont,  Mr.  &ige  of 
New-York,  Mr.  Cunditof  New- Jersey,  Mr.  Smilie  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Ringgold  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Bufwcll  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Pickens 
of  Norih-Carolina,  Mr.  Taylor  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Crawford  of 
Georgia,  Mr.  Anderson  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Pope  of  Kentucky,  Mr. 
Morrow  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Fromentin  of  Louisiana,  Mr*  Poindexter  of 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Jennings  of  Indianna. 

Amt  the  meeting  adjourned. 

J.  13.  VARNUM,  Chairman. 

R.  M.  JOHNSON,  Sec’ry. 

A letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Blackledge, 
of  thii  house  of  representatives,  expressive  of  his 
regret  at  being  confined  by  indisposition,  and  ask 
ing  to  be  permitted  to  vote  by  proxy  for  James  Ma- 
dison. The  vote  by  proxy  was  not  deemed  admis- 
sible. 

Capitol,  May  29. 

Mr.  Gales , — In  looking  over  the  proceedings  of 
the  meeting  of  yesterday  evening,  who  recommend 
ed  candidates  for  the  presidency  and  vice-presidency 
of  the  United  States,  1 discover  the  name  of  Mr. 
Crawford*  of  Pennsylvania,  inserted  as  attending, 

* We  are  authorised  to  state,  mat  Mr.  Crawford 


who  was  not  present ; and  those  of  Mr.  Roberts 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Dinsmoor  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, who  were  present,  omitted  ; which  makes 
he  aggregate  number  of  83,  of  which  number  82 
voted, f as  stated  in  the  proceedings. 

Your  ob’dt  servant,  R.  M.  JOHNSON 


v Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday , May  18. — Mr.  Rodrmm  presented  sundry  petitions  from 
the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  embargo  ; which  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury through  the  hands  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

Treasury  Department,  May  14, 1812. 

SIR,— Subscriptions  were  opened  on  the  1st  and  2d  inst.  to  the 
loan  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars  authorised  by  the  act  of  the  I4tj» 
March  last,  in  conformity  with  the  enclosed  notice  (A.)  It  was  left 
optional  w ith  the  banks  which  were  disposed  to  subscribe,  either  to 
receive  stock  or  to  loan  the  money  by  special  contract.  The  en- 
closed eircularletters  (B.  C.  D.)  shew'  the  instructions  transmitter}, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  proposals  were  made  to  the  several 
banks.  It  was  thouglrt  most  eligible  not  to  limit  in  any  place  the 
amount  of  subscriptions  to  any  specific  sum  ; for  which  reason 
tlrn  loan  was  kept  open  only  for  two  days,  in  order  that  the  gen  - 
eral result  might  be  ascertained,  and  a reduction,  if  necessary,  be 
made. 

All  the  returns  have  now  been  received,  and  an  abstract  (E.)  is 
is  herewith  transmitted.  From  these  it  appears  that  6, lj. 8,900  dols . 
were  subscribed  in  those  two  days,  viz.  4,190,000  dels,  by  banks, 
and  1,928,000  dols.  by  individuals.  This  last  sum  is  greater  than 
the  aggregate  of  all  the  loans  at  6 per  cent,  ever  hetdre  obtained 
by  the  government  from  individuals  in  the  United  States  ;*  and, 
considering  the  price  of  stocks,  ami  various  obstacles  which  have 
at  this  time  impeded  the  subscriptions,  the  amount  it  as  great  as 
might  have  been  expected  within  so  short  a period.  The  unsub- 
scribed residue  will  now  be  apportioned  among  the  several  places 
according  to  the  apparent  demand  in  each,  and  subscriptions  will 
be  received,  or  stock  sold,  until  the  sums  thus  respectively  appor- 
tioned, shali  have  been  disposed  of. 

It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  amount  which  remains  unsub- 
scribed for,  will  t hus  be  filled  as  the  money  will  be  wanted  for  the 
public  service.  In  order,  however,  to  prevent  the  possibilityof  dis- 
appointment, and  to  remove  doubts  ami  erroneous  expectations,  I 
beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  authorising  the  issuing  of 
treasury  notes  on  the  following  principles,  viz  : 

1.  Not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  the  amount  which  may  ultimately 
not  be  subscribed  to  the  loan  ; that  is  to  say,  that  the  amount  re- 
ceived on  account  of  the  loan,  and  that  of  the  treasury  notes,  shall 
not  altogether  exceed  eleven  millions  ; which  limits  therefore  the 
greatest  passible  amount  of  treasury  notes  to  less  than  4,900,000 
dollars. 

2.  To  bear  an  interest  of  5 and  2-3  per  cent,  a year,  equal  to  1 
and  1-2  per  cent,  per  day  on  a one  hundred  dollar  note. 

3.  To  become  payable  by  die  treasury  one  year  after  the  date 
of  their  respective  issues. 

4 To  be  in  the  mean  while  receivable  in  payment  of  all  duties^ 
taxes,  or  debts  due  to  the  United  States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Langdon  Cheves , chairman 

of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  house  spent  some  time  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Stanford  in  the  chair,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  military 
affairs  on  the  memorial  of  the  inventor  of  the  buoy-tort  ; and, 
after  the  committee  rose,  the  whole  subject  was,  on  motion,  relerea 
to  the  secretary  of  war. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Lewis  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  appropriating  money  to, 
liquidate  the  debts  incurred  for  work  done  on  the  public  buildings, 
beyond  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  ; ancf  alter  much  de- 
bate, the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  f ill,  w ith  an  amendment, 
added  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  appropriating  4000  dollars  to- 
wards completing  the  pillars,  8cc.  of  the  south  wing. 

The  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  (the  lion.  Henry 
Clay)  being  disabled  by  a fall  from  his  horse,  from  attending  to  his 
duty  yesterday  and  the  day  before,  the  house  of  representatives  has 

was  confined  at  his  lodgings,  by  indisposition,  and 
had  he  been  present, -would  have  voted  for  Madisou 
and  Langdon. 

f Mr.  Sammons,  we  learn  was  the  mejnber  who 
did  not  vote. 

* The  only  two  six  per  cent,  loans  obtained  from  individuals  in 
the  United  States  by  this  government  are,  1.  On  account  of  the 
loan  of  5,000,000  of  dollars  authorised  by  a t of  31st  Flay  1790,  one  ; 
half  of  which  stock  was  advertised  for  sale  for  several  weeks  without 
any  offer  being  received,  am!  of  which  at  last  only  80,000  dollars 
were  sold  at  private  sale.  2.  The  navy  6 per  cent,  loan,  authorised 
by  act  of"  June  SO,  1798,  which  made  the  money  subscribed,  appli- 1 
cable  on  the  spc,t  to  a favorite  object,  and  left  the  management  and] 
application  of  the  fund  in  the  hards  of  the  subscriber'..  The! 
amount  of  this  stock  issued,  in  the  v Uok\  was 
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adjourned,  without  ehusing  a speaker  pro.  ten.  in  the  expectation 
Chat  Mr.  Speaker  will  be  able  to  attend  the  house  this  day. 

(Nat.  Intelligencer,  May  2 1. 

Public  Documents 

£xsmpafiying  the  preceding  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury . 

[Document  (A)  appeared  in  the  Register,  No.  32, 
page  91,  prescribing  the  terms  on  which  stock  was 
to  be  subscribed.] 

(B.)* 

Treasury  Department,  April  7,  1812. 

Sir — I take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you 

copies  of  a contract  for  raising  by  loan  ele- 
ven millions  of  dollars,  pursuant  io  an  act  of  con- 
gress passed  on  the  14th  day  of  March  last.  Pre- 
suming that  your  institution  would  be  disposed  to 
facilitate  this  operation,  it  has  been  named  as  one 
at  which  subscriptions  to  the  loan  would  be.  receiv- 
ed. 1 will  thank  you  to  apprize  me  immediately, 
»f  from  any  cause  it  should  be  incompatible  with 
your  views  to  accede  to  this  arrangement. 

If  the  bank  shall  consent  to  receive  the  subscrip 
tions  in  the  manner  proposed,  it  will  be  necessary 
in  the  first  place,  that  a book,  on  which  the  sub- 
scribers may  enter  their  names  and  the  sums  to  be 
loaned  by  them,  should  be  provided.  This  will  con 
feist  of  a book  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  receive  all 
the  subscriptions  likely  to  be  made  at  your  bank, 
to  the  first  page  of  which  one  of  the  copies  of  the 
contract  or  terms  of  the  loan  herewith  transmitted, 
signed- by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  sealed 
with  the  treasury  sea!,  is  to  be  affixed.  The  sub- 
scribers will  write,  in  words  at  length,  against  their 
names,  the  amount  which  they  intend  to  subscribe  : 
And  on  the  same  lines  respectively,  the  eighth  part 
•of  that  sum,  being  the  first  instalment,  is,  as  soon 
as  paid,  to  be  entered  by  your  cashier  in  figures,  in 
a column  left  for  that  purpose,  at  the  right  hand 
side  of  each  page.  This  entry  will,  it  is  presumed, 
be  a sufficient  receipt  to  the  subscriber,  until  the 
cashier’s  certificate,  orscrip,  shall  be  issued  to  him, 
Which,  according  to  the  6th  article  of  the  terms  of 
the  loan,  will  be  within  twenty  days  after  the  time 
of  subscribing.  Yet  if  the  parties  or  any  of  them 
should,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  require  receipts 
from  the  cashier,  they  may  be  given  in  his  name, 
in  any  form  you  may  prescribe,  and  to  be  returned 
when  the  ahovemeritioned  certificates  or  scrips  shall 
be  delivered.  The  whole  amount  paid  at  the  time 
of  subscription  is  to  be  credited  to  a distinct  account 
bearing  that  designation;  and  not  to  be  carried  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  twenty  days  as  above  stated. 
This  period  has  been  taken,  in  order  to  give  time 
for  all  the  cashiers  of  the  banks  where  subscrip 
tions  are  received,  to  return  to  the  treasury  an  ac 
count  of  the  sums  subscribed,  that  it  may  be  thus 
ascertained  whether  more  than  eleven  millions  in 
the  whole  shali  have  been  subscribed,  and  a reduo 
lion  of  the  larger  subscriptions  shall  consequently 
become  necessary,  as  provided  for  in  the  first  article 
of  the  terms  of  the  loan. 

Immediately  after  the  subscription  is  closed  on  the 
second  day  of  May,  the  cashier  is  to  transmit  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  an  account,  1.  Of  the  to- 
tal amount' subscribed  ; 2.  Of  the  portion  of  that 
amount  subscribed  in  sums  exceeding  $1>Q00  each. 

As  sOon  as  these  accounts  from  all  the  cashiers  of 
banks  where  suberiptions  are  received,  shall  reach 
the  treasury,  it  will  be  ascertained  whether  any  re- 
ductions of  subsciptions  will  be  necessary,  and  this 
will  be  immediately  communicated  to  the  cashiers, 
who  will  then  in  case  of  reduction,  repay  the  excess 
to  the  subscribers,  credit  the  treasurer  of  the  United 


, States  for  the  residue,  and  issue  the  subscription- 
certificates,  which  together  with  forms  for  their  en- 
try and  registry,  will,  in  the  mean  time,  be  trails’, 
mittedfrom  the  treasury. 

As  some  of  the  banks  may  be  disposed  to  become 
subscribers,  provided  the  amount  of  their  subscrip- 
tion be  deposited  with  themselves  until  drawn  for, 
for  public  purposes,  you  will  oe  pleased,  in  case  of 
any  such  subscription  on  the  part  of  a bank  in 
your  state  and  in  good  credit,  to  enter  the  same  in  a 
separate  page  of  the  subscription  book,  to  consider 
the  receipt  ofthe  cashier  of  such  bank  as  sufficient 
evidence  of  payment  on  account  of  the  loan,  and  to 
enter  the  same  accordingly  in  the  book.  I insert  at 
the  foot  of  this  lettcr,the  names  of  the  banks  in  your 
state,  which  are  known  and  considered  at  the  trea- 
sury as  sufficient.  To  these  a circular  letter,  one  of 
which  you  will  also  receive,  will  be  written  on  that 
subject  ; and  you  may  receive  subscriptions  in  like 
manner,  from  such  others  as  in  your  opinion  are 
perfectly  responsible. 

A reasonable  allowance  for  the  expenses  of  sta- 
tionary, and  extra  labor  ofthe  cashiers  of  the  banks 
where  subscriptions  to  the  loans  are  received, will  be 
made  from  the  treasury. 

I haye  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  President  of  the 

Union  Bank  of  New-Hampshire,  Union  Bank  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts Bank,  State  Bank  (2?osn>n,)  Roger  Williams  Bank,  Bank 
of  Hartford,  Manhattan  Co  mpiiCL  Mechanics’  Bank  (New-York.) 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  FannersTBfcf  Mechanics’ Bank  (Philadel- 
phia,) Bank  of  Baltimore,  CoinmIAf1  and  Farmers’ Bank  (Balti- 
more,) Bank  of  Columbia,  Bank  onWslliaStl,n»  Bank  of  Virginia, 
State  Bank  (Charleston)  Planters’  aoT  Mechanics’  Bank  (Charles, 
ton)  Merchants’  Bank  (Salem.) 

m 

Treasury  Department,  April 7th,  1812. 

Sir, — Having  thought  it  probable  that  some  of 
the  Banks  might  be  disposed  to  subscribe  to  the 
loan  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars  to  be  opened  on 
the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  that  it  would  be  an 
additional  inducement  to  that  measure,  if  the  sums 
to  be  paid  on  account  of  such  subscription  should 
be  permitted  to  remain  in  deposit  in  the  banks 
making  the  subscription,  until  wanted  for  the  pub- 
lic service,  I have  taken  this  mode  to  notify  the  se- 
veral banks  that  an  arrangement  of  that  kind  will 
he  allowed  by  the  treasury. 

If,  therefore,  it  shall  suit  the  views  of  your  insti- 
tution to  subscribe  for  any  part  of  the  loan,  the  sub- 
scription may  be  made  at  the  bank  or  banks  in  your 
state  where  subscriptions,  by  the  terms  of  the  en- 
closed contract  are  to  be  received,  and  the  amount 
of  each  instalment,  as  it  becomes  payable,  may  re- 
main in  your  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  United  States  till  drawn  for  on  account  of  the 
public  service.  A receipt  or  certificate  of  your 
eashiei  that  the  amount  ot  each  instalment,  as  it  be- 
comes payable,  is  placed  in  your  bank,  to  the  credit 
ofthe  treasurer  ofthe  U.  States,  has  been  directed  to 
be  accepted  at  the  banks  where  subscriptions  are 
received,  as  sufficient  evidence  ofthe  payment. 

If,  from  the  ter  ms  of  your  charter,  or  from  any 
other  cause,  it  should  be  deemed  improper  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  loan,  and  receive  stock  therefor,  and 
the  bank  should  nevertheless  be  disposed  to  loan 
money  to  the  United  States,  at  a rate  of  inter  est 
notexceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum.,  a special 
contract  for  the  purpose  may  be  formed.  In  this 
event,  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  the  amount  proposed  to 
be  loaned,  the  time  or  times  when  the  whole  or  its 
portions  will  be  advanced,  and  the  period  when  re. 
imbursement  from  the  United  Stales  will  be  expect- 
ed. The  same  privilege  will  be  allowed  in  this 
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of  subscription  to  the  loan,  of  per  .proposed  to  be  loaned,  the  time  or  times  when  the 

- 4.  I _ L. L „ I k..  r\  r its  rmvrinna  u/ill  Ko  ailvanrp.il  . andt.be  ne 


ease,  as  in.  case 
mitting  the  amount  which  may  be  engaged  to  be 
advanced  by  the  bank,  to  remain  in  the  bank  in  de- 
posit till  drawn  for  by  the  treasurer,  for  the  current 
service. 

I havethe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant.  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  President  of  the. 

Bank  of  NVw-Hampshlre,  Boston  Bank,  Main  Bank,  Portland 
Bank,  Saco  Bank,  Bank  of  Newburyport,  Salem  Bank.  Bank  of 
Essex,  Bank  of  Providence,  Bank  of  Rhode-Island,  Bank  of  Bris- 
tol, Newport  Bank,  Bank  of  New-London,  Bank  of  Middletown, 
Bank  of  Nev.-ITaven,  Union  Bank  (New-York.)  Bank  of  New- York, 
Merchants’  Bank  {New- York)  State  Bank  (Albany,)  Philadelphia 
Bank,  Bank  of  North  America,  Bank  of  Maryland,  Union  Bank 
of  Maryland,  Meclianics’  Bank  of  Baltimore,  Farmers’  and  Mer- 
chants’ Bank  (Baltimore,)  Franklin  Bank  (Baltimore,)  Marine 
Bank  (Baltimore,)  Farmers’  Eank  of  Maryland,  Union  Bank  of 
Georgetown,  Potomac  Bank,  Farmers’  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Bank 
of  Alexandria. 

(D.; 

Treasury  Department,  May  11,  1812. 

Sir — To  my  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  I beg  leave 
to  add,  that  if  it  should  suit  the  views  of  your  insti 
tution  to  loan  any  sum  of  money  to  the  LT.  States  at  a 
rate  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  with 
out  however  subscribing  to  the  proposed  loan  and 
receiving  stock  therefor,  a special  contract  may  be 
formed.  In  this  event  you  will  be  pleased  to  corn- 


whole  or  its  portions  will  be  advanced,  and  the  pe 
riod  when  reimbursement  from  the  United  Stated 
will  be  expected. 

I also  request  that  in  the  event  of  your  institu- 
tion subscribing  to  the  proposed  loan  you  would 
inform  me  whether  it  would  be  your  wish  in  case 
of  reduction,  that  that  on  your  subscription  should 
be  made  on  the  same  principles  as  on  all  others,  or 
whether  you  would  leave  it  discretionary  with  me 
to  reduce  it  to  a less  sum  than  your  proportional 
share.  My  reason  for  this  last  enquiry  is  that  in 
the  event  of  a larger  sum  being  subscribed  altoge- 
ther than  eleven  millions,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
receive  the  whole  amount  from  individuals,  and  to 
reserve  for  some  subsequent  emergency,  the  re 
sources  of  such  loans  as  may  be  obtained  from  the 
several  banks. 

I am  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Preside  Jit  of  the 

Union  Bank  of  New-Hampshire,  Union  Bank  (Boston,)  Massa- 
chusetts Bank,  State  Bank  (Boston.)  Roger  Williams  Bank,  Hart- 
ford Bank,  Manhattan  Company,  Mechanics’  Bank  (New-York,) 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  Bank,  Bank  of 
Baltimore,  Commercial  and  Farmers’  Bank,  Bank  of  Virginia, 
Stale  Bank  (Charleston)  Planters’  and  Meclianics’ Bank,  Bank  of 


municate  to  tfie  secretary  of  the  treasury  the  amount  Columbia,  Bank  of  Washington,  Merchants’  Bank  (Salem.) 


Statement  of  the  amount  obtained  on  the  ls£  and  2d  of  May  1812  on  account  of  the  Loan 

of  Eleven  Millions  of  Dollars. 


Portsmouth,  N. 
Salem,  Mass. 
Poston , 

Providence , K. 


Hartford,  Con. 
New-York , 


Philadelphia 


Baltimore , 


H. 


Merchants  Bank 
State  Bank 
Bristol  Bank 
Roger  Williams 
Newport 


(c) 

(a) 

(c) 


Washington 


Bkhmond 

Charleston 


Manhatten 
Mechanic’s 
State  (Albany) 
Pennsylvania 
Farmers  &,  Mechanics* 
Philadelphia 
North  America 
Trenton,  N.  J. 

Newbern  N.  C. 

Baltimore 
Union  of  Maryland 
Farmers  &.  Merchants 
Mechanics* 

Franklin 

Commer.  &,  Farmers’ 
Marine 
Maryland 
Columbia 
Alexandria 

Farmers  of  Alexa.  (c)  (a) 
-Union  of  Georgetown  (c) 
Washington 

Virginia  (a) 

Planters  &,  Merchants 
State  (a) 


(b) 

(a) 
(c)  (a) 

(b) 


(c) 

(c) 

(C) 

(C) 

(C) 

(<E 

(c) 

(c) 

<*> 

(0 


20,000 
500,000 
( 50,000  ) 

* 20,000  > 
10,000  ) 


500,000 ^ 

300.000  j 

100.000  • 
100,000  ( 

20,000  ' 

25.000 

50.000  ^ 

50.000 

20.000 
20,000 
20,000 
20,000  j 
20,000 
10,000j 

200.000  i 

100.000  I 
100,000 

75.000  | 

50.000  J 

200.000 
200,000  > 
150,0003 


from 

Banks. 

From  tn- 
mduals. 

Total. 

11,500 

11,500 

20,000 

102,900 

122,900 

500,000 

26-3,000 

763,000 

80,000 

14,200 

94,200 

6,200 

6,200 

1,260,000 

165,400 

1,425,400 

1,045,000 

525,800 

1,570,80© 

210,000 

611,800 

1. 

821,800 

525,000 

63,600 

591,600 

j 200,000 

79,100 

270,100 

350,000 

75,400 

425,400 

4,190,000 

1,928,000 

6,118  900 

TOTAL, 


(a)  On  special  contract. 

(b)  Stock  or  special  contract  at  the  option  of  government. 

All  the  other  banks  receive  stock. 

(c)  These  banks  are  not  the  usual  places  of  deposit  for  public  monies. 

All  the  banks  with  which  public  deposits  are  made  subscribed,,  those  of  Massachusetts,  Union>- 
(Boston)  Saco,  and  Maine  excepted. 
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American  Manufactures 

What  shall  we  do  for  blankets,  if  congress  do 
jiot  take  off  the  restrictions  on  commerce  ? 

The  English  jactors  and  runners  say  we  must  do 
without  such  articles,  as  no  country  can  furnish 
them  but  England.  Let  us  take  an  item  of  this, 
as  Dean  Swift  said.  We  shall  shew  those  gentle 
men  that  we  are  not  at  so  great  a loss  as  they  ima 
gined. 

An  ingenious  soldier  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  has  given  proof  amounting  to  demonstration, 
that  we  shall  feel  no  privation,  if  wc  should  never 
import  another  bale  from  her  manufactories.  Mr. 
El/cana  Cobb  is  the  inventor  and  patentee  of  this 
new  mode  of  making  blankets  by  the  aid  of  machi- 
nery ; a sample  of  the  manufacture  has  been  exhi- 
bited before  congress,  and  has,  I hope,  generally, 
met  their  approbation.  Apian  is  now  forming  to 
put  this  useful  discovery  into  immediate  operation, 
and  it  is  contemplated  that  by  the  '4<th  day  of  July, 
(a  day  dear  to  everj?  real  American)  this  manrufacto 
ry,  with  the  labor  of  four  hands,  will  completely 
finish  25  pair  of  blankets  of  an  excellent  quality, 
every  day  ; a saving  of  labor  beyond  the  compre- 
hension of  any  but  those  best  acquainted  with  the 
advantages  of  machinery. 

Mr.  Cobb  deserves  well  of  his  country  ; he  has 
suffered  persecution  from  his  friends  in  his  native 
state  Vermont,  at  one  period  being  called  a lunatic, 
for  expressing  his  mind  on  the  subject  of  his  inven 
lion,  which  induced  him  to  engage  in  the  service 
of  his  country  as  a private  soldier,  that  at  his  hours 
of  leisure  he  might  resume  a favorite  object. 

Washington,  May  14, 1812. 


The  Nomination, 

Qf  a president  and  vice  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  members  of  congress,  in  their  indi- 
p dual  capacities , at  Washington  city,  has  given 
great  offence  to  some  ; who  pronounce  it  an  act  of 
usurpation , and  describe  it  as  being  unconstitutional. 

With  any  general  measure  it  is  not  to  be  expect- 
ed that  every  one  can  be  pleased.  But  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  those  who  condemn  the  manner 
in  which  the  nomination  was  made,  are  rather  dis 
satisfied  with  the  persons  nominated,  without  having 
tador  enough  to  confess  it. 

If  the  public  sentiment  is  to  be  gathered  from  the 
usual  mode  of  expressing  it,  a large  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  in  favor  of  the  re- 
election  of  Mr.  Madison  as  president — and  the  cha 
racier  of  Mr.  Langdon  is  of  the  highest  grade.  All 
parties  have  occasionally  resorted  to  some  medium 
far  concentrating  their  force,  and,  where  measures 
and  not  men  are  the  object,  the  practice  is  both 
just  and  necessary.  There  does  not  appear  any 
better  method  to  obtain  the  common  opinion  of  a 
people  so  widely  separated  as  are  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  than  by  a convention  of  their 
immediate  representatives,  assembling  as  citizens 
from  all  parts  of  the  union,  to  recommend  pro 
per  persons  to  be  supported  for  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  government,  an  affair  of  universal  in 
terest.  The  chief  argument  against  it  is  that  in- 
trigue may  be  used  to  bias  the  judgment  and  influ 
euce  the  decision  of  the  members — but  confiding  in 
their  integrity  in  other  respects,their  honesty  should 
not  be  questioned  in  this  ; a matter  of  secondary 
importance,  and  no  fur  ther  binding  than  it  shall 
accord  with  the  free  will  of  the  people  at  large.  It 
Interferes  with  no  man’s  rights  ; for  airy  man,  (or 


body  of  men)  may  make  a like  nomination  and  sup- 
port it,  without  the  imputation  of  crime  : it  will 
only  become  him  to  consider  how  far  it  is  his  duty 
to  the  party,  pursuing  those  measures  he  generally 
approves  of,  to  break  in  upon  what  appears  to  be  the 
sentiment  of  the  majority  of  it. 

The  unanimity  in  favor  of  Mr.  Mu dison  s peaks 
loudly  in  his  behalf,  to  his  political  friends.  It  is  true 
that  many  [republicans]  members  of  congress  were 
absent  from  the  seat  of  government  at  the  time  the 
nomination  was  made,  and  several  others  neglected 
or  refused  to  attend.  But  still  the  meeting  was  nu- 
merous ; and  nearly  one  half  of  the  whole  of  the 
members  of  congress,  of  every  political  denomina- 
tion, voted  to  recommend  his  re  election — besides, 
among  those  who  were  absent  he  has  many  advo- 
cates ; though  some,  perhaps,  negle.cted  to  attend 
the  rpeeting  frpm  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  so  mak- 
ing a nomination.  Of  this  propriety  every  man  has 
a right  to  doubt — it  is  a matter  in  which,  in  the  most 
liberal  meaning  of  the  word,  every  one  should  be  a 
free  agent ; and  to  m«^  or  not  to  meet  is  equally 
justifiable,  to  any  party!  It  is  an  affair  on  which, 
“ while  the  tongue  argues,  the  heart  should  be  at 
peace,”  for  in  respect  to  it  an  honest  difference  of 
opinion  may  easily  exist. 

Much  complaint  is  made  of  Mr.  Madison1  s levees  ; 
and  some  say,  coarsely  enough  to  be  sure,  that  the 
“ nearest  and  easiest  way  to  reach  a man’s  heart  is 
down  his  throat” — that  to  good  eating  and  drink- 
ing, in  a place  like  Washington  abounding  with 
neither,  is  to  be  attributed  the  predilection  in  his 
favor.  They  also  tell  us  of  the  court- like  pomp 
with  which  these  levees  are  managed ; as  if  a gentle- 
man dare  not  appear  at  one  of  them  in  pantaloons 
and  boots,  though  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  our 
population  are  genuine  sans  culottes,  and  a very  great 
number  of  persons  are  not  invested  with  a pair  of 
shoes,  except  as  slippers,  in  the  winter  season.  They 
say  that  on  account  of  this  etiquette  many  plain 
homespun  members  of  congress  refuse  even  so  much 
intercourse  with  the  president  as  ought  to  exist  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  at  large,  equally  interested 
in  conveying  their  private  sentiments  to  the  execu- 
tive and  in  obtaining  a knowledge  of  his  character, 
by  means  of  their  representatives  and  neighbors. 
We  apprehend,  however,  if  this  abomination  docs 
exist,  that  it  is  more  properly  attributable  to  the 
visitors  than  the  visited;  who  have  themselves 
established  a tyrant  (custom)  they  despise,  but  are 
afraid  to  assail  and  destroy.  It  is  impossible  to  be- 
lieve that  James  Madison  can  require  or  expect  that 
any  gentleman  wishing  to  pay  his  respects  to  him, 
should  specially  provide  for  the  occasion  certain  ar- 
ticles of  apparel  not  geneially  used  by  himself  or 
his  countrymen,  and  thereafter  to  be  thrown  by  as 
mere  lumber  in  his  trunk  or  portmanteau,  though 
vve  have  heard  of  such  things  being  done.  The 
fault  lies  with  the  visitors — they  are  in  a practice 
“more  honored  in  the  breach  than  the  observance,” 
and  they  ought  immediately  to  abandon  it,  lest  by 
usage  it  may  become  the  common  law.  If  it  does  ob- 
tain to  that  extent  that  has  been  stated,  so  foolish  a 
custom  might  easily  be  broken  through  by  a mere 
hajf  dozen  of  independent  men.  Some  of  the  popin- 
jay creatures  might  smile  and  smirk  at  first  ; but  as 
our  members  of  congress  are  generally  presumed 
to  be  men  of  common  sense,  at  least,  reason,  and  a 
just  hatred  to  this  senseless  form  of  royalty,  would 
speedily  triumph.  Th.e  usage  is  bon  owed  from  St. 
James’s,  where  every  person  is  compelled  by  the  ty- 
ranny of  custom,  to  appear  in  a dress  that  at  any 
other  place  wouid  be  considered  even  ridiculous, — 
At  Washington  it  was  originally  designed  as  a sort 
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of  compliment  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Madison  ; and  is 
now  complained  of  by  the  very  persons  who  volun 
tarily  impose  it  upon  themselves,  and  thereby,  in 
some  degree,  compel  others  to  adopt  it.  But  what 
has  this  to  do  with  the  nomination  ? We  have  tra- 
velled insensibly  from  the  point  we  started  at — but 
had  said  all  we  had  to  say  on  the  subject  before  we 
digressed,  except  to  express  our  belief,  that  a thou- 
sand such  nominations  will  not  retain  the  good  opi- 
nion of  the  people  in  favor  of  Mr.  Madison,  or  in- 
duct him  a second  time  to  the  presidential  chair,  un  ' 
less  the  country  is  released  from  thepresent^&asi  state 
of  war— by  an  honest  peace  or  open  hostilities. 


Presidential  Election. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  earl  v supporters  of  president  Adams 
charged  him  with  a temporising  policy  towards  the  close  of  his  ad- 
ministration, w’ith  a view  to  a re-etectivn  ; that  is,  that  he  sacrificed! 
principles  to  popularity.  The  same  things  are  alleged  by  some  in 
regard  to  president  Madison  j— but  certainly  not  with  the  same 
plausibility,  for  in  the  public  acts  of  that  gentleman  we  observe 
only  one  sentiment— an  uniformly  non-submitting  spirit. 

One  most  salutary  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  designates  the  prisons  intended  by  the  electors  lot  i 
the  president  and  the  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  has  been  ef- 
fected—but,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  another  akeralion  not  less  im- 
portant is  yet  to  be  made,  which  is  to  disqualify  any  person  from 
tilling  these  high  offices  for  two  successive  teirms.  It  is  thought  that  if 
the  duration  of  service  was  so  limited,  much  strength  would  be 
given  to  the  system  of  tlie  government,  in  the  more  frequent  grati- 
fication of  individuals  by  the  election  of  their  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, and  particular  favorites  ; and  that  these  officers  would  act 
more  independently,  well  knowingjthat  no  stroke  of  policy  could 
secure  for  them  a continued  place;  and  that,  when  descended  to 
the  rank  of  private  citizens,  and  the  offices,  perhaps,  in  the  hands 
of  their  rivals , their  misdeeds,  if  any  they  committed,  would  lie 
carefully  sought  alter  and  completely  exposed.  On  some  future 
occasion  we  propose  to  speak  more  fully  on  this  subject* 


Political  Notices. 

During  the  week  wevhave  had  some  pleasant  ru 
mors.  It  was  seated  that  Mr.  Foster , the  British  mi 
nister,  had  offered,  or  was  about  to  offer,  certain 
highly  important  and  interesting  propositions  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  embracing, 
in  short,  the  complete  adjustment  of  all  the  great 
and  leading  causes  of  complaint  that  we  have  urged 
against  his  country  for  many  years  past.  It  is  a fact 
that  a British  messenger,  a Mr.  Ruffe,  arrived  at 
New  York  a few  days  ago  with  dispatches  ; which 
the  British  papers  say,  contain  proposals  of  a very 
conciliatory  nature 

We  do  not  give  the  least  faith  to  these  rumors — 
they  may  answer  the  purpose  of  exciting  false  hopes, 
in  some,  for  a moment,  but  cannot  make  a lasting 
impression  on  any.  Nay,  were  such  propositions 
actually  made,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  Mr.  Fos 
ter , shewing  at  the  same  time  his  instructions  in 
extenso , who  would  confide  in  them  ? Would  the 
government  of  the  United  States  again  be  lulled 
into  a false  security,  and,  a second  time,  abandon 
the  stand  it  had  taken  ? Certainly  not — it  would 
pursue  defensive  measures  and  guarantee  the  raiifi 
cation  of  the  propositions  by  being  prepared  lor  an 
immediate  declaration  of  war,  if  the  British  minis- 
t v should  refuse  them  instant  operation  and  effect 
The  violation  of  Erskine’s  engagements  will  always 
stare  us  in  the  face  when  a negociation  is  to  be  en- 
tered into  with  England,  and  make  us  believe,  that 
what  her  ministers  say  may  or  may  not  be  honest — 
as  expediency  may  dictate. 

But  propositions  “ of  a very  conciliatory  nature” 
will  not  be  made  while  the  Percevals  and  Liverpoo/s 
of  the  day  hold  the  conscience  and  the  will  of  the 
regent.  They  will  not  revoke  the  orders  in  council 
— they  will  not  abandon  the  practice  of  impress- 
ment, or  give  freedom  to  those  that  have  been  im 
pressed — they  will  not  agree  that  the  principles  of 


blockade  by  proclamation  shah  be  declared  null  and 
void — aor  make  indemnity  for  past  spoliations. — 
1 'heir  uniform  conduct  and  constant  declaration  is 
decidedly  opposed  to  such  an  adjustment — they 
have  a thousand  times  pledged  themselves  not  to 
make  it — and  they  will  not  make  it.  The  great 
sufferings  of  the  people  may  compel  the  regent  to 
displace  them  and  select  other  men  ; and  with  a. 
change  of  ministers,  thus  brought  about,  a change 
of  measures  may  be  hoped  for,  but  not  till  then. — 
From  the  want  of  employ,  added  to  the  high  price 
and  scarcity  ofthe  necessaries  of  life,  many  formida- 
ble insurrections  have  broke  out  in  various  parts  of 
England — so  far  they  have  been  quelled  by  the  mili- 
tary. But  the  evils  arc  unredressed, and  the  distress- 
es of  the  people  receive  accumulated  force  by  every 
day’s  privation.  If  the  present  state  of  things  conti  - 
nues, and  the  people  become  accustomed  to  meet  the 
military  ; if  on  one  or  two  occasions  they  shall  try 
their  strength  with  the  soldiers,  blood  being  drawn— 
the  “ signs  ofthe  times”  will  indicate  an  approach- 
ing scene  of  horror  having  parallel  only  in  the  an- 
nals of  revolutionary  France. 


Mr.  Pickering’s  Letters. 

Three  reasons  have  induced  us  to  give  placets 
the  letters  of  Mr.  Pickering.  1st.  Because  one  po- 
litical section  of  people  of  the  United  States  look 
up  to  him  as  an  oracle — esteeming  him  one  of  the 
roost  honest  and  intelligent  of  men.  2d.  Because 
another  and  a greater  portion  of  the  citizens,  regard 
him  as  a prejudiced,  superannuated  and  babbling 
old  gentlemen,  whose  absurdities  amuse  them — and, 
3dly,  and  chiefly,  because  both  parties,  for  a time, 
read  his  productions. 


Interesting  Scraps. 

Characteristics  of  the  people  of  Wales  by  a walking 
traveller. 

“ On  considering  the  character  of  the  North j 
WaJlians,  we  find  that  little  variation  has  taken 
place  in  it,  during  the  lapse  of  eighteen  centuries  , 
and  if  we  allow  for  that  polish  which  the  progress 
of  society  naturally  produces  on  ind*.viduals,we  shall 
see  the  present  inhabitant  of  Merioneth  and  Caei  - 
narvonshire*  as  weii  pourtrayed  by  Diodorus,  C<r- 
sar,  Strabo,  and  Livy,  as  if  they  had  taken  the 
likeness  in  these  days. 

“The  modern  like  the  ancient  celt,  is  in  person 
large  and  robust ; his  countenance  sincere  and  open, 
his  skin  and  complexion  fair  and  florid,  his  eyes 
blue,  and  his  hair  of  a yellowish  tinge.  As  he  thus 
nearly  resembles  his  great  ancestor  in  person,  he  is 
also  equally  like  him  in  mind  and  disposition. — 
Openness  and  candor  are  prominent  features  in  the 
Welsh  character  of  the  present  day  ; they  were  full 
as  strikingly  displayed  by  the  ancient  Celtic  nations 
Their  hospitality  you  are  enabled  to  judge  of,  from 
the  examples  of  it  which  I have  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  letters  ; amongst  the  ancients  they  were 
highly  extolled  for  the  same  amiable  qualitv.  Thai 
quickness  of  feeling  so  apparent  in  the  Welsh, which 
frequently  displays  itself  in  fierce,  but  transient  fits 
of  passion,  and  as  often  produces  quarrels  and 
bloodshed,  perpetually  embroiled  the  celts  in  War 
and  slaughter.  National  pride,  a venial  defect  in 
the  character  of  a people  sin  eg  it  arises  only  from 
the  excess  of  laudable  affections,  is  proverbial 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  principality,  and 
they  seem  to  have  it  by  hereditary  descent  from  their 
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Celtic  forefathers*  who  thought  more  highly  of  them- 
selves, than  the  polished  nations  around  them  con 
ceived  they  had  a light  to  do. 

“ 1 have  before  observed,  that  a religious  spirit 
prevails  amongst  the  lower  orders  of  the  Welsh, 
which  produces  a characteristic  decency  of  manners 
in  that  description  of  people.  It  is,  however,  much 
tinged  with  superstition,  and  the  belief  in  spirits 
and  apparitions  is  very  general.  The  names  of 
many  mountains  and  rocks  evince,  that  they  are 
considered  as  the  residences  ot  subordinate  intelli 
ence  : and  this  is  accounted  for,  not  so  much,  per 
aps,  from  the  credulity  natural  to  ignorant  people, 
as  from  the  circumstances  of  the  scenery  wherein 
they  reside,  the  gloom  and  desolation  of  which,  ad- 
ded to  its  being  liable  to  singular  and  striking  varia 
tions  in  appearance,  have  a strong  tendency  to  affect 
the  human  mind  (naturally  timid ) with  superstitious 
fears  and  whimsical  notions.  Similar  situations 
will  produce  similar  mariners  ; and  hence  it  happens 
that  their  brethren  of  the  Scoich-Highlands  enter- 
tain the  same  opinions,  in  this  respect,  with  the  in 
habitants  of  Wales.  The  ghosts  of  the  departed, 
and  the  spirits  of  the  mountains,  rocks,  and.  winds, 
make  a conspicuous  figure  in  the  poetry  of  the 
Tiorth  ; and  some  of  the  sublirnest  passages  of  Os- 
sian  have  their  origin  in  these  popular  prejudices. 

“The  Welsh  females  still  relain  that  beauty  of 
face,  which  drew  encomiums  on  their  Celtic  mo- 
thers from  the  writers  of  antiquity.  They  are  mid- 
dle-sized and  well  shaped,  strikingly  modelled  ac- 
cording to  the  taste  of  Anacreon.  Their  eyes  are 
dark  and  sparkling,  and  their  complexion  and  teeth 
fair  and  white.  Though  their  persons  display  a pro 
per  degree  of  symmetry,  yet  they  are  obviously 
stouter  than  the  women  of  South-England,  andin- 
herit  a great  portion  of  that  strength  which  Diodo 
rus  mentions  as  characterizing  the  Celtic  females. 
The  dress  of  the  Welsh  woman  is  exactly  similar 
throughout  the  principality  and  consists  of  these 
particulars  : a petticoat  of  flannel,  the  manufacture 
of  the  country  either  blue  or  striped ; a kind  of  a 
bed-gown  with  loose  sleeves,  of  tlie  same  stuff,  but 
generally  of  a brown  colour  ; a broad  handkerchief 
over  the  neck  and  shoulders  ; a neat  mob-cap,  and 
a man’s  beaver  hat.  In  dirty,  or  cold  weather,  the 
person  is  wrapped  in  a long  blue  cloak,  which  des- 
cends below  the  knee.  Except  when  particularly 
dressed  they  go  withoutshoe  or  stocking  ; and  even 
if  they  have  these  luxuries,  the  latter  in  general  has 
no  foot  to  it.  The  man’s  attire  is  a jacket  waiscoat 
and  breeches  of  their  country  flannel,  the  last  of 
which  are  open  at  the  knees,  and  the  stockings  (for 
the  men  generally  wear  them)  are  bound  under  the 
knees  with  red  garters.  Both  men  and  women  are 
vivacious,  cheerful,  and  intelligent,  not  exhibiting 
that  appearance  of  torpor  and  dejection  which  cha 
racterize  the  labouring  poor  of  our  own  county  ; 
their  wants  being  few,  are  easily  supplied  ; a little 
tnilk  which  their  own  mountain  goat,  or  the  bene 
volence  of  a neighbouring  farmer  affords  them,  an 
oaten  cake,  and  a few  potatoes,  furnish  the  only 
meal  which  they  desire.  Unvitiated  by  communi 
cation  with  polished  life,  they  continue  to  think  and 
act  as  nature  dictates.  Confined  to  their  own  moun- 
tains, they  witness  no  scenes  of  profusion  and  ex- 
travagance to  excite  envy  or  malignity,  by  a com- 
parison between  their  own  penury  and  the  abun 
dance  of  others.  They  look  round  and  see  noth 
ing  but  activeindustry  and  unrepining  poverty,  and 
ar  e content.” 

British  national  debt. — Assuming  the  na- 
tional debt  at  seven  hundred  millions  sterling,  it 
would  weigh  in  bank  notes  Cl  tons,  .17  cwt.  2 qrs 


and  10  lbs.  and  would  cover  6 two  thirds  square 
miles.  If  the  whole  were  in  guineas,  and  laid  in  a 
line  close  to  each  other, they  would  extend  to  10,521 
miles — if  in  shillings,  to  220,959  miles,  which  is 
nearly  nine  times  the  circumference  of  the  globe — 
if  in  penny  pieces,  to  4,162,878  miles  being  seven- 
teen times  the  distance  between  the  earth  and  the 
moon,  and  what  would  go  twice  round  the  earth 
and  five  times  round  the  moon  besides  ! Lon.  pap . 

Silver  tokens  — The  circulation  of  tokens  all 
over  the  country  is  carried  to  an  immense  length — 
and  this  accounts  for  the  disappearance  of  the  dol- 
lars. They  have  found  also  a readier  way  of  in- 
creasing the  circulation  medium. — They  beat  a dol- 
lar into  one  hundred  sixpences,  and  make  it  pass 
for  2/.  10s.  Call  you  this  depreciation?  On  the 
contrary  it  is  a clear  proof  of  the  increasing  value 
of  a dollar  ! ib. 

Consolidated  fund. — The  income  of  the  con- 
solidated fund  for  the  year  ending  on  the  5th  of  Ja 
nuary,  1812,  was  42,286,152/.  18s.  11-1 4o?.  For  the 
year  ending  5th  of  January,  1812,  40,917,135/.  18s. 

4 14c/.  The  charges  upon  the  first  j'ear  were  35,296, 
313/.  10s.  9-14 d.  leaving  a surplus  of  6,979,73 9/.  8s. 
2-13 d.  the  charges  upon  the  last  year  were  36,803, 
993/.  18s.  9 12c?,  leaving  a surplus  of  4,115,841/.  19s. 
6-14c /.  The  decrease  in  the  income  of  the  last  year 
was  uner  the  head  of  customs  The  war-taxes  fof 
1810  produced  22,027,444/.  9s.  7-Hd.  for  1811, 
22,393,063/.  13*.  5 34 d.  ib. 

British  distilleres. — The  following  is  the 
amount  of  duties  plaid  by  the  distillers  in  Great  Bri- 
tain for  the  last  seven  years,  from  the  5th  January, 
1804,  to  5th  January  1811  : — 

5th  Jan.  1804  to  5th  Jan.  1805  12, 322, 309  7 8 34 
5th  do.  1805  to  5tn  do.  1806  2,305,884  17  1 1-4 

5th  do.  1806  to  5th  do.  1807  2’343,809  10  7 

5th  do.  1807  to  5th  do.  1808  2,706,563  12  2 1 2 

5th  do.  1808  to  5th  do.  1808  2,757,804  14  9 

5th  do.  1800  to  5th  do.  1810  2,056,079  IS  7 3-4 

5th  do.  1810  to  5th  do.  1811  2,427,916  3 5 3-4 

The  returns  of  the  last  two  vears,  when  the  distil- 
lation from  grain  was  prohibited,  is  considerably 
below  that  of  any  of  the  preceding  years.  Besides 
this  diminution  of  revenue,  when  sugar  was  em- 
ployed, it  is  observable,  that,  during  these  two 
years,  there  is,  besides  a loss  sustained  of  the  duty 
paid  on  the  malt  in  the  other  years,  amounting  to 
250,000/.  more  annually.  The  total  amount  there- 
fore, of  the  difference  between  the  last  two  years  of 
the  above  returns,  when  sugar  was  used,  and  the 
two  years  preceding,  when  malt  was  emyloyed,  is 
not  less  than  480,373/.  6s.  10  1-4 d.  nearly  one  mil- 
lion and  an  half  sterling.  - ib. 

[Thus  it  appears  that  the  excise  on  distilleries 
alone,  (though  every  thing  else  is  taxed  at  as  high  at 
rate),  has  produced  from  12  to  14  millions  of  dollars, 
in  Britain.  What  an  uproar  have  we  in  the  United 
States,  at  raising  less  than  half  of  that  sum  on  vari- 
ou  > articles! — From  this  evidence,  let  us  learn  our 
own  vast  resources  ; and  be  convinced,  that  on 
whiskey  alone,  without  oppressing  any  one,  we 
have  a source  of  revenue  sufficient  to  supply  all  the 
extra  demands  of  the  government.] 

Mr.  Perceval’s  letter  about  funding  the  fourteen 
millions  of  exchequer  bills,  has  given  rise  to  much 
speculation,  or  rather  we  should  say  much  alarm 
among  the  party,  fie  says  in  it,  that  in  the  event 
of  the  above  sum  of  14,000,000/.  in  exchequer  bills 
being  so  subscribed  to  be  funded,  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  propose  any  addition  to  the  5 per  cents,  in 
the  present  session  of  parliament.’  ib.  Feb.  10- 

Bills  of  exchange. — It  was  determined  by  th 
court  of  king’s  bench,  in  the  late  case  Cooper  vv- 
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Xindo,  that  the  holder  of  a foreign  bill  of  exchange 
cannot  recover  upon  it  unless  he  can  prove  the  hand 
writing  of  all  the  endorsers.  In  the  above  case  all 
were  proved  except  the  first,  that  of  a person  who 
resided  in  the  West  Indies.  Lord  Ellenborough 
not  immediately  recoJlecting  a oaee  in  point,  inquir 
ed  if  any  gentleman  at  the  bar  did,  when  Mr.  Mar- 
ryatt,  cited  one,  which  occurred  many  years  ago  in 
which  it  was  decided  that  all  the  endorsements  must 
be  proved  : the  plaintiff  was  therefore  nonsuited. 
This  decision  will  render  it  necessary  to  receive 
foreign  bills  of  exchange  with  caution,  as  some  of 
the  endorsers  might  be  resident  in  a foreign  coun 
try,  and,  in  many  cases,  it  will  be  almost  impos.si 
ble  to  prove  the  hand  writing  of  all  of  them.  Will 
it  be  possible  to  transact  business  under  this  inter 
diet  ? 

The  most  considerable  sale  of  English  sequestrat- 
ed merchandize  which  lias  ever  been  known  in  the 
North,  was  to, take  place  on  the  16th  of  March  at 
Carlsham,  in  Sweden.  There  was  then  and  there 
to  be  sold  800,006lbs  of  raw  cotton,  1,000,000  of  cof- 
fee, 2,000,000  of  sugar,  100,000  of  cotton  thread, 
100,000  of  cocoa,  and  40,000  of  indigo,  8tc.  &c. 

A receipt  to  die  a never  failing  bine. — Take  one 
pound  of  logwood,  boil  it  in  an  iron  pot  four  hours, 
in  as  much  water  as  will  cover  three  pounds  of  flax 
en  yarn  (when  boiled)  then  put  in  your  thread  and 
let  it  remain  a few  minutes,  take  it  out  and  add  two 
ounces  of  blue  vitriol,  finely  pulverized,  stir  it  well 
for  two  minutes,  put  in  your  yarn  again,  which 
keep  in  two  m nutes,  stirring  it  all  the  time,  then 
take  it  out  and  put  it  in  clean  cold  water,  in  which 
let  it  remain  two  minutes  more,  then  take  it  out  and 
dry  it,  after  whieh  boil  it  well  in  strong  soap  suds. 
Cotton  and  wool  maybe  died  in  the  same  way,  but 
will  not  bear  boiling  or  more  that  milk  warm  suds. 

Sheep  shearing. — On  Tuesday,  Mr.  John  Cox 
etterof  Greenham  mill,  Newbury,  had  two  South 
Down  sheep  shorn  at  his  factory  exactly  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  from  the  wool  of  which 
(after  passing  to  various  processes)  a complete  dam 
son  colored  coat  was  made  and  worn  by  sir  John 
Throckmorton,  Bart,  at  a quarter  past  six  in  the 
evening,  beingtwo  hours  and  three  quarters  between 
the  time  allotted,  for  a wager  of  1000  guineas.  The 
sheep  were  roasted  whole  and  a most  sumptuous 
dinner  was  given  by  Mr.  Coxetter,  to  sir  Jonathan 
Throckmorton,  col.  Stead,  captain  Bacon  and 
many  other  celebrated  agriculturalists  of  Berk- 
shir  e.” 

Anecdote  of  J.  IJ.  Rousseau — the  poet. 

This  unfortunate  man,  having  been  obliged  to 
leave  France,  in  consequence  of  being  suspected  as 
the  author  ofsome  libellous  couplets  against  certain 
great  men  of  the  court,  retired  into  the  Austrian 
low  countries  ; where  he  obtained  an  introduction  to 
Prince  Eugene,  through  the  interest  and  friend 
ship  of  couet  Bonnevaj,  (known  afterwards  as  Os 
man  bashaw.)  The  pr  ince  readily  r eceived  him  in- 
to his  protection  and  favor, and  lavished  upon  him  all 
those  attentions  whieh  he  so  well  knew  how  to  be 
stow  upon  men  of  letters.  Soon  after  this,  the  im 
petuosity  of  count  Bonneval  led  him  into  a dispute 
with  the  prince,  which  ended  in  the  entire  disgrace 
of  the  former.  Rousseau,  who  was  at  this  time  at 
Brussells  engaged  in  entering  upon  the  duties  of  a 
new  employment  procured  him  bv  prince  Eugene, 
tio  sooner  heard  of  the  misfortune  of  his  friend, 
than  he  forgot  the  care  of  his  own  interest,  and  set 
out  immediately  for  the  court  determined,  if  possi 
ble,  to  bring  about  a.  reconciliation  between  the 
prince  and  count  Bonneval.  He  addressed  himself 


to  pr  ince  Eugene  with  a degree  of  vehemence  th^t 
gave  his  highness  a better  idea  of  his  sincerity,  than 
of  his  discretion.  The  prince  told  him  things  had 
gone  too  far,  to  admit  of  a reconciliation  with  the 
count,  even  if  the  latter  sought  it,  which  from  hfe 
disposition,  he  was  persuaded  would  not  be  the  case 
— and  that  ther  efore  Rousseau’s  persisting  in  his  ap- 
plication, could  only  bring  upon  himself  the  same 
disgrace.  The  poet  heard  this  declaration  without 
the  least  emotion,  and  replied  to  this  effect : “ Beifc' 
so  then,  since  it  can  be  no  otherwise  ; it  was  to  M 
Bonneval’s  recommendation  1 owed  your  highness* 
favor  and  protection  ; sinceyou  have  deprived  him  of 
of  your  friendship,  let  me  likewise  lose  your  coun- 
tenance ; I had  rather  die  in  misery,  than  live  untie- 
the  imputation  of  ingratitude.”  This  is  related  by' 
the  publisher  of  count  Bonneval’s  memoirs  as  a plain 
matter  of  fact.  it  is  certain  that  Rousseau  after- 
wards livettand  died  miserably  ; cut  the  memory  of 
his  virtue  will  live  forever. 

AMERICAN  TRADE  TO  THE  BALTIC. 

Particulars  of  goods  that  passed  the  sound,  ( paying  the 
dues  at  Elsineur  ) bound  for  the  Baltic  markets,  in 
102  American  vessels  jrom  the  \ si  January  to  1st 
December  1811. 

PRODUCE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

I, 613,900  lbs.  rice,  at  $ 2 1-2  per  109 

tbs — estimated  at  $41,347  50 

5,313,336  do.  cotton,  15  cts.  per  lb.  797,000  40 

750,511  do.  tobacco,  $5  per  100  lbs.  37,525  55 

II, 890  do,  cotton  twist,  $ 5 per  lb.  59,450 

18,036  do.  cheese,  12  cts.  per  lb.  2,164  32 

29.394  gallons  rum,  60  cts.  per  gall.  17,636  40 

208  bbls . beef,  $ 10  per  bbl. 

60  do.  pork,  $ 15  do. 

195  do.  bread,  $6  per  cwt. 

70  do.  flour,  $ 10  per  bbl. 

Amount  of  domestic  produce 

FOREIGN  PRODUCE. 

7,420,416  lbs.  sugar,  at  $ 1 1 per  100  b 
estimated  at 

2,582,167  do.  coffee,  16  cts.  per  lb. 

Iw6,140  do.  indigo,  $ 1 75  per  lb. 

128,312  do.  ginger,  9 cts.  per  lb. 

77,241  do.  spices,  valued  at 
243,010  do.  pepper,  15  cts.  per  lb. 

150,342  do.  roeoa,  20  cts.  per  lb. 

96,457  do.  gum-arabae,  10  cts.  per  lb. 

5,931  do.  anniseedsj  10  cts.  per  lb. 

4,224  do.  sasaparella,  25  cts.  per  lb.  1,056 

9,208  do.  tin,  25  cts.  per  lb.  2,302 

22  tens  citron  bark,  60  per  ton  1,320 

2*500  lbs.  Peruvian  bark,  $ 1 per  lb.  2,500 

100.500  do.  cocoa,  1 1 per  100  lb.  11,055 

28,000  do.  cassia,  35  cts.  per  lb.  9,800' 

571  casks  oil  circa,  90,000  galls,  at  1 90,000 

287  pipes  wine,  $ 150  per  pipe.  43.050 

1 ,(i90  boxes  fruit,  3 per  box  3,271) 

1 28 .394  feet  mahogany,  15  cts.  per  foot  19,3.19 

1,210  bullocks  horns,  10  111 

27,516  bushels  salt,  30  cts.  per  bushel  8,2 fit 

2,791  tons  wood,  50  per  ton  139,' 

28.500  pieces  nankeen,  60  cts.  per  piece  17, 


1,080 

900 

1,170 

700 

958,974 

17 

$ 816,243 

70 

' 413,146 

72 

185,745 

11,549 

08 

100,000 

36,451 

50 

30,068 

40 

".  9,645 

70 

593 

Id 

% 


lb. 

171 

,p0Q 

1,330  chests  hvson  tea per  in 

voice  64 

f'UQ 

13,144  lbs.  ivory  25  cts.  per  lb. 

3 

\2S6 

Amount  of  foreign  produce 

$ 2,173 

, 517  10 

Amount  of  domestic  produce 

958 

,974  17 

Total 

$3,132 

,491  27 
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Exclusive  of  the  above  are  the  cargoes  (above  80 
in  number)  that  went  through  the  belts,  either  un- 
der British  convoy,  or  singly,  paying  their  sound 
dues  at  Aayeborg;  so  that  the  whole  amount  of 
American  property  that  went  to  the  Baltic  markets 
during  the  year  1811,  may  at  the  lowest  calculation, 
be  estimated  at  $ 5,000,000. 

^Philadelphia,  20th  April  1812. 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  May  23,  1812, 
-Qn  Saturday  last,  a general  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore  and  its  Precincts  was  held — they 
recommended  that  each  ward  and  precincts  should 
appoint  five  delegates  to  assemble  in  general  com 
jnittee,  and  express  their  sentiments  on  the  present 
state  of  affairs.  The  ward  meetings  were  very  re- 
spectably attended,  in  many  cases  being  the  most 
numerous  ever  known.  The  fifty  delegates  assem- 
bled oti  Thursday  evening,  and  unanimously  adopt- 
ed certain  warm  resolutions,  encouraging  the  go- 
vernment to  take  a decided  stand,  and  no  longer  to 
delay  resorting  to  the  last  appeal  of  nations,  in  de 
Jfence  of  our  rights.  The  proceedings  are  not  yet 
published-— but  such  is  the  substance  of  them. 

A meeting  of  the  people  of  Philadelphia  was  held 
on  Wednesday  last,  in  the  State-House  yard. 
Twelve  thousand  citizens  were  estimated  to  be  pre- 
sent. William  Jones,  Esq . was  appointed  chairman, 
and  James  West,  secretary.  The  following  is  the 
first  of  the  resolves  that  was  adopted,  and  may 
serve  to  shew  the  general  spirit  of  the  proceedings 
then  and  there  had  : — 

Resolved , As  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that 
the  only  efficient  remedy  for  the  protracted  and  ag- 
gravated evils  which  afflict  our  country,  will  be 
tound  in  a prompt,  vigorous,  open  war  ; with  that 
power  whose  edicts  blockade  the  entire  continent 
of  Europe  ; save  only  such  parts  as  require  our  in- 
strumentality to  circulate  her  products,  and  supply 
her  navy  and  military  expeditions — whose  fleets 
not  only  plunder  our  lawful  commerce  upon  the 
seas,  but  blockade  our  own  harbors,  and  violate  the 
liberty  of  our  citizens  by  the  flagitious  crime  of 
impressment — whose  councils  have  the  audacity  to 
avow  these  crimes  as  their  permanent  system  of  ma- 
ritime rights,  and  stimulate  our  citizens  to  acts  of 
fraud  and  violence,  in  order  to  sustain  her  mon- 
strous scheme  of  universal  monopoly,  piracy,  and 
smuggling. 

A pr  ompt  and  vigorous  war  ! not  for  the  afflict- 
ed and  impoverished  commerce  of  the  moment,  but 
for  aur  imperscriptible  rights  of  sovereignty,  the 
liberty  of  our  citizens,  and  the  future  free  circula- 
tion of  our  immensely  accumulating  surplus  pro- 
ducts, of  this  free,  fertile,  and  extensive  continent. 
These  are  legitimate  and  inevitable  cases  of  war.” 
London  papers  as  late  as  the  16th  of  last  month 
have  been  received  at  New  York.  War  between 
France  and  Russia  is  yet  talked  of.  Large  bodies 
of  troops  of  the  adverse  parties,  are  moving  towards 
the  frontiers.  The  following  letters  from  Sheffield, 
(Erig.)  shew  the  state  of  that  place— 

“ Sheffield,  April  14. 

<e  I am  in  the  midst  of  riotors  and  soldiers,  and 
not  w ithout  apprehensions  of  the  windows, &c.being 
destroyed  were  I am  writing.  The  riotors  have  ta- 
ken and  destroyed  the  arms  at  the  magazine^  &c. 
The  price  of  provisions  is  the  cause.  I leave  the 
letter  open  to  give  you  farther  particulars. 

Ei$ht  o'clock  at  night — Cannon  planted  loaded 
with  gitape  in  front  of  the  windows  ; soldiers  com- 


ing from  all  parts  ; a dreadful  night  expected,  buc  a 
more  dreadful  Saturday  being  market  day. 

“ The  house  so  confusedlhat  1 cannot  get  pen  or 
ink,  arid  write  with  a pencil.” 

A letter  from  Constantinople,  «**a  Vienna,  says, 
that  the  Porte  has  rejected  all  the  propositions  of 
Russia,  and  resolved  to  recommence  the  war  — 
There  is  probably,  some  “French  influence”  in  this. 
The  best  understanding  is  said  to  exist  between 
France  and  Prussia.  The  marshal,  the  duke  of 
Reggio,  [Mortier]  issued  the  most  pointed  order 
to  his  troops  passing  through  Prussia  to  respect  the 
people  and  their  property  ; and  the  king  gave  him 
and  his  suit  a splendid  entertainment  at  Potsdam. 
Of  American  affairs  nothing  further  is  said  than  is 
contained  in  the  article  headed  “ political  notices,” 
page  197.  A report  is  circulated  that  the  prince 
regent  is  dissatisfied  with  Messrs.  Perceval,  fy  Co. — 
and  it  is  intimated  that  he  desired  earl  Moira  to  ex- 
press his  displeasure  at  certain  parts  ottheir  conduct, 
relative  to  the  Catholic  petition.  Stocks,  April' 16 — 
Red.  An.  59 — Consols,  60 — Omnium,  4 1 2 dis. 

New- York,  May  22. 

The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  captain 
Lawrence,  so  long  expected,  arrived  at  this  port 
last  evening,  in  a short  passage  of  22  days  from 
Cherburg.  She  sailed  on  the  morning  of  the  27th 
of  April  : on  the  same  evening  off  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
put  Mr.  Jones,  of  this  city,  on  board  of  an  English 
pilot-boat,  who  was  bearer  of  despatches  from  Mr. 
Barlaw,  our  minister  in  France,  to  Mr.  Russell,  our 
charge  d’affaires  in  England.  Lieutenant  Biddle  of 
our  navy,  has  come  home  in  the  Hornet,  with  des- 
patches from  Mr.  Barlow  for  government,  and  pro- 
ceeds to  Washington  immediately.  Mr.  B.  informs  us 
that  there  was  no  doubt  ofan  immediate  war  between 
France  and  Russia;  that  Bonaparte  was  still  in 
Paris,  but  was  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for 
the  armies,  as  he  was  to  command  in  person  ; that 
the  scarcity  of  provisions,  particularly  in  Brittanny, 
had  occasioned  alarming  tumults  amongst  ihe  peo- 
ple ; and  that  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Congress,  re- 
cently captured  by  the  French  on  her  passage  from 
Baltirhore  to  England,  had  been  taken  out,  by  order 
of  the  government,  and  carted  into  the  interior,  and 
distributed  amongst  the  starving  and  riotous  in- 
habitants. 

On  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  France  we 
could  gather  nothing  from  Mr.  Biddle  ; but  we 
have  no  reason  to  believe  that  a settlement  had 
taken  place.  We  did  learn  that  there  had  been  no 
recent  restoration  of  American  property. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  May  21. — Mr.  Bartlett  presented  a peti- 
tion from  Ebenezer  Tucker,  of  Exeter.  N.  H. 
praying  congress  to  allow  him  to  convert  to  his  own 
use,  whatsoever  lost  articles  he  may  be  able  to  bring 
up  from  the  beds  of  rivleirs  in  the  United  States  by 
means  of  his  Diving  Bell,  or  grant  him  such  other 
compensation  as  they  may  deem  proper.  The  peti- 
tioner states  that  he  has  already  brought  up  some 
cannon,  guineas,  ect.  sunk  during  the  revolutiona- 
ry war.  Referred  to  a select  committee  of  five. 

Mr.  Mitchell  presented  a number  of  affidavits  re- 
lative to  the  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  Canary 
Islands.  Referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce 
and -manufactures. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
settling  all  out  standing  claims  in  the  construc- 
tion and  repair  of  the  capitol  and  president’s  house# 
&c.  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Some  othef  minor  business  was  done. 
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Mr.  Pickering’s  Let 

FROM  THE  BOSTON  REPERTORY. 

M'j  LETTER  III. 

To  the  citizens  of  the  cvmmomocalth  of  Massachusetts. 

EMBARGO, -AND  WAR  WITH  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

1'cuoi^-citizcns,— In  my  last  letter  I gave  the  history  of  president 
JelFersbn’s  embargo  in  1S07.  By  undertaking  to  state  his  reasons  tor 
recommending  that  destructive  measure,  he  lias  exposed  himself  to 
detection  ; and  I presume  that  every  fair-minded  reader  will  he 
convinced  from  his  own  documents,  which  I recited,  of  his  hypo- 
. crisy,  duplicity,  falsehood  and  treachery.  President  Madison  has 
been  more  cautious  in  his  embargo,  assigning  no  specific  reasons 
ibr  recommending  it.  But  we  have  Mr.  Jeiferson’s  assurance  (in  hi 
answer  to  the  Baltimore  Tammany  Society,  when  he  went  out  of 
office)  that  Mr.  Madison,  when  secretary  of  state,  had  cordially 
co-operated  with  him  in  liis  measures  : which  he  considered  as  a 
^pledge,  that,  now  become  president,  he  wTould  pursue  the  same 
system.  But  this  testimony  of  his  patron  was  not  necessary  to  in- 
duce full  expectation  and  belief  in  those  who  are  acquainted  withMr 
Madison’s  political  character, that  he  would  go  on  in  the  same  course, 
That  he  should  therefore  recommend  an  embargo  at  this  juncture,  is 
perfectly  consistent.  Having  joined  with  the  French  emperor  “in 
‘twisting  a knot  about  our  necks,”  his  further  co-operation  was  na- 
turally to  be  expected.  And  nothing  could  so  effectually  promote 
the  emperor’s  views,  at  this  time,  as  an  embargo — to  be  followed  by 
a war  with  Great  Britain.  Such  a war,  however,  I think  Mr.  Madi- 
son must  be  a little  apprehensive,  would  not  be  sufficiently  popu- 
lar for  him  to  venture  upon,  unless  Great  Britain  can,  by  some 
cunning  management,  be  induced  to  commence  it ; and  in  some 
way  that  may  enable  him  to  persuade  the  people  that  he  had  taken 
every  possible  precaution  to  avoid  a w ar.  The  proceedings  in 
West  Florida  may  lead  to  this  result.  The  basis  of  these  proceed- 
ings was  the  act  of  congress  secretly  passed  during  the  last  session 
of  congress,  authorising  the  president  to  take  possession  of 'that 
Spanish  province , in  case  an  arrangement  had  been  or  should  be 
made  riit/i  the  local  authority  thereof  for  delivering  possession  of 
for  of  any  part  of  it,  to  the  United  States  ; or  in  the  event  of  an  at- 
tempt to  occupy  that  province , or  any  part  of  it,  by  any  foreign  go- 
vernment. And  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated 
and  placed  at  the  president’s  disposal,  “ to  defray  such  expenses  as 
the  president  might  deem  necessary  for  obtaining  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  security  of  that  territory.” 

Tiie  provisions  of  this  act,  and  subsequent  events,  deserve  con- 
sideration^  .And  first,— How  was  the  president  to  obtain  pos- 

session of  East  Florida  ? “ By  an  arrangement  with  the  local 
authority  thereof.”  And  what  constituted  that  “ local  authority  ? 
The  Spanish  governor  and  other  officers.  And  why  attempt  an  ‘'ar- 
rangement” with  those  Spanish  officers?  The  president  and  con- 
gress knew  that  the  Sovereign  power  of  Spain  alone  cotiliil  lawfully 
make  an  “ arrangement”  lor  transferring  the  possession  of  the 
province  to  tile  United  States.  What  sort  of  an  " arrangement,” 
then,  could  be  made  with  the  governor  and  other  officers  of  East 
Florida?  There  could  be  but  one— and  that  one  could  be  accom- 
plished only  by  the  voluntary  treason  of  those  officers,  of  which 
the  president  was  to  take  advantage — or  by  his  employing  our 
agent  to  reduce  them  from  their  allegiance,  and  by  conniption  tempt 
them  to  become  traitors  to  their  country.  And  from  the  statement 
I am  now  making,  such  will  appear  to  have  been  the  deliberate 
plan  of  the  “ virtuous  and  amiable  Madison !”  Of  the  same  man 
who,  in  his  late  message  to  congress,  communicating  the  papers 
delivered  him  by  John  Henry,  affected  to  be  deeply  wounded  by  an 
act  of  general  Craig,  the  British  governor  of  Canada,  in  sending 
Henry  to  Boston, to  learn,  if  there  be  anjLtruth  in  his  story,  what 
was  the  situation  of  public  affairs,  with  the  strength  and  plans  of 
parties,  at  a time  when  this  country  wjK^graavung  under  the  op- 
pression of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  treachery u sTmd  ruinous  embargo. 

Mr.  Madison,  then,  could  warmly  declaim  on  this  intermeddling 
ot  a British  governor, insinuating  too,  that  Henry  was  the  “secret 
agent’  ot  the  British  govej‘7ifHprit~r although  it  does  not  appear,  by 
me  papers  themselves,  that  Henry  vs  as  employed  bv  governor 
Craig,  with  the  knowledge  of  his  government.-^— Wilh  the  like 
baseness  and  v>  nh  the  absolute  want  ot'  truth,  Mr.  Madison  says, 
that  Henry  was  “employed  in  fomenting  disaffection  to  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  file  nation,  and  in  intrigues  with  the  disaf- 
fected, for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  resistance  to  the  laws, 
and  eventually,  in  concert  with  a British  force,  of  destroying  the 
union.  ’ But  there  is  nothing  in  Henry’s  papers  to  warrant  this 
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ing.  His  message  was  short  and  would  be  read  by  thouspvds  ; 
while  Hen r>  ’s'  documents  were  long  nnd  Would  be  retfff  but  Mg  fete. 
And  still  fewer  were  likely  to  reud  them  with  the  attention  requi- 
site to  detect  Mr.  Madison’s  misrepresentations. 

But  to  return  to  East  Florida.  The  British  minister  at  Wash- 
ington, Mr.  Foster,  on  the  5th  of  September  last,  stated  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  secretary  of  state,  his  information  received  from  the  Spa- 
nish minister  in  Philadelphia,  that  governor  Matthews;  of  (Georgia, 
was  on  the  frontiers  of  East  Florida,  “for  the  purpose pfi  treating 
' with  the  inhabitants  of  that  province,- for  its  being  <1:  livt  red  up  to 
the  United  States’  government  ; that  he  was  with  this  view-  using  ’ 
every  method  of  seduction  t*i  effect,  his  purpose  ; offering  to  each 
white  inhabitant  who  would  side  with  him;  ,c0  acres  of  land  and 
the  guarantee  of  liis  religion  and  property  5 stipulating  also  that 
the  American  government  woujd  pay  the  debis  of  the  Spanish 
government  whether  due  in  pensions  or  otherwise  ; and  that  he 
would  cause  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  garrisons  to  heconvey- 
ed  to  such  places  as  should  be  indicated,  provided  they  did  not  ra- 
ther choose  to  enter  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.”  These 
terms  held  out  to  the  Spanish  subjects  of  Florida,  have  on  the 
face  of  them  the  stamp  of  public  authority-8' A private  individual, 
for  his  own  private  purposes*  would  never  have  dreamed  of  making 
such  overtures.  Mr.  Foster  adds— “ After  the  solemn  asseverations 
which  you  gave  me  in  the  month  of  July,  that  no  intentions  hostile 
to  the  Spanish  interests  in  Florida  existed  on  the  part  of  your 
government,  I am  wholly  unable  to  suppose  that  general  Mat- 
thews can  have  had  orders  from  the  president  lb r the  conduct  he  is 
stated  to  be  pursuing;  but  the  measures  he  is  said  to  be  taking  in 
corresponding  with  traitors,  and  endeavoring  by  bribe  ry  and  every 
art  of  seduction  to  infuse  a spirit  of  rebellion  into  the  .subjects  of 
the  king  of  Spain  in  those  quarters,  are  such  as  to  create  the  live- 
liest inquietude,  and  to  caff  for  the  most  early  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  ” And  then  Mr.  Foster 
earnestly  asks  of  Mr.  Monroe  an  explanation  of  those  alarming 
steps  of  governor  Matthews  for  subverting  the  Spanish  authority 
in  Florida. 

Nearly  two  months  are  suffered  to  elapse  before  Mr.  Monroe  gives 
an  answer  to  Mr.  Foster.— At  length,  on  the  2d  of  November,  KM  1, 
he  sends  him  one, drawn  up  with  all  the  art  with  which  Mr.  Madi- 
son is  capable.  Instead  of  the  requested  explanation,  it  gives  a tong 
tale  of  grievances  for  injuries  received  from  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment in  the  course  of  the  last  fifteen  years  ; all  of  w hich  Madison 
had  reason  to  believe,  and  which  when  lime  permits,  £ will  show, 
to  have  originated  with  the  French  government,  while  Spain  was 
absolutely  under  her  control.  And  Mr.  Foster’s  request  to  be 
informed  “ upon  What  authority  governor  Matthew  s was  acting, 
and  what  measures  had  been  taken  to  put  a stop  ty  his  proceedings,” 
was  altogether  evaded.  Those  wore  the  only  Important  points  in 
Mr.  Foster's  letter ; and  to  them  he  obtains  no  answer.  This 
amounts  to  an  admission  that  gm  emor  Matjpews  was  president  Ma- 
dison’s agent  in  this  nefarious,  faithless  transaction  ' !— I know- 
governor  George  Matthew  s very  w ells  I regret  that  he  has  not  a 
more  honorable  employment.  He  was  an  intrepid  officer  in  our 
revolutionary  war.  Brave  and  enterprising, no  man  could  be  better 
qualified  to  execute  Mr.  Madison’s  designs  on  Fast  Florida.  This 
no  one  will  doubt  when  1 add,  that  governor  Matthews  was  »!ie 
governor  of  Georgia,  when  the  Legislature  of  that  state  made 
grants  to  some  Companies  of  speculators  ot  forty  sjjmQons  of  acres 
of  land  within  the  claimed  boundaries  of  that  stale  ; and  the  go- 
vernor’s agency  was  necessary  to  the  completion  of  those  grant  si 
But  the  succeeding  legislature  declared  they  had  been  obtained  by 
gross  bribery  and  corruption  ; corruption  so  atrocious,  that  the 
laws  by  virtue  of  which  tbose  grants  had  been  made,  were  expung- 
ed from  their  records,  and  stamped  with  all  the  ignominy  tvhich  a 
public  burning  before  the  assembled  people  could  iutiict. 

We  have  just  now  received  advices,  by  the  newspapers,  of  the 
effects  of  governor  Matthews’  ageney.  A party  of  the  Spanish 
subjects  excited  to  an  insurrection,  have  seized  upon  the  Spanish 
posis  in  Amelia  Island  ; the  commander  <*  the  United  Suites  gun 
boats  there  giving  countenance  and  support  to  the  insurgents,  and 
the  commander  of  the  American  troops  011'the  neighboring  shore 
of  Georgia,  detaching  a company  of  riflemen,  who  accompanied 
by  general  Matthew  s,  -deceived  the  surrender  of  the  place  to  .tire 
American  arms ! — Now  let  Mr.  Madison  again  petulently  clamour 
and  vilify  general  Craig  and  the  British  government  for  employing 
John  Henry ; and  henceforward  let  him  and  liis  adherents  reproach 
Great  Britain  for  her  attack  on  Copenhagen  I — Aa  attack  the  sole 
object  of  which  was  to  get  possession  of  the  Danish  fleet  of  ships 
of  war,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  her  formida? 
ble  and  implacable  enemy,  the  emperor  of  France.  As  to  Mr. 
Monroe’s  details  of  Spaiifcsh  wrongs,  and  the  pretended  title  of  die 
Ibridii— they  are  so  full  of  errors  and  mis- 
itly  mislead  the  public  mind..  It  is  of  public 


uisation.  Henry  says  he  did  not  open  his  lips  to  a single  person  ] United  States  to  West  F 
the  subject  ol  his  liiiss.on.  Of  course  he  did  not  “ foment  ^isafi  1 representations.,  its  great  , 
lection  to  tiie  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation,”  or  form  any  importance  to  correct  them  ; and  when  I can  spare  the  time  I will 
intrigues -.;th  the  disaffected.”  It  is  a vile  siander  on  the  respect-)'  correct  At  present  I must  content  myself  with  affirming, 

all v federal  inhabitants  of  Boston,  w hom  Mr.  Madison  meant  to  that  when  the  bargain  was  made  in  Paris  for  the  purchase  of  LotU- 
designate  by  the  term  “disaffected.”  And  why  should  Mr.  Madi-‘  siana,  West  Florida  was  not  in  contemplation  as  a part  of  it. — 
son,  m a formal  communication  to  congress,',  litter  tiffs  base  slan-,  That  the  United  States  never  paid  for  if  ; Aild  t iey  nave  no  title 
uer  . The  important  ejections  in  Massachusetts  wqjv  approach-  to  it. 

Vo  1.  U.  o 
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The  history  I have  Riven  of  the  East  Florida  business,  concurs  of  the  democratic  citizens  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  be  held  in 
with  other  acts  to  show  the  true  character  of  our' government ; by  i their  respective  wards  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  7 o’clock,  at 
which  the  United  States  are  dishonored  ; and  by  which  we  wav  be  j their  usual  places  of  ward-meetings,  and  in  each  w ard  elect  five 
drawn  into  a war  with  Great  Britain  and  Spain.  This  last  consi-  delcgii 


deration  was  the  direct  object  of  these  details. 


j delegates,  to  meet  in  general  committee,  at  the  Fountain  Inn,  in 
If  we  are  plunged  J Light-street,  on  Thursday  evening  next,  at  7 o’clock,  to  take  into 


that  Great  Britain  may  appear  to  be  the  aggressor  in  com- 
ing it— Great  Britain  is  the  faithful  ally  of  Spain.  She  has 


into  a destructive  war.  it  behoves  Mr.  Madison  to  have  it  so  brought  j consideration  the  means  most  likely  to  conduce  to  the  support  ami 

aid  of  government  in  their  efforts  to  maintain,  protect  and  defend 
national  rights,  honor  and  independence. 

Resolved,  That  our  democratic  brethren  in  the  eastern  and  wes- 
tern precincts  he,  and  are  hereby  invitt 3 to  hold  meetings  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  at  7 o’clock,  at  Chamberlain’s  tavern  and 
GorsiiclVs  tavtjBUfc  respectively ; and  elect  five  delegates  each,  to 
meet  in  generaS|mmnii  ttee,  at  the  time  and  place  already  determin- 
ed upon  in  the  preceding  resolution,  for  the  delegates  of  the  seve- 
1 wards  in  t he  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published. 

JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON,' chairman. 
EDWARD  JOHNSON,  Secretary. 


iti  as 
menein 

more  than  once  interposed  remonstrance  against  the  acts  of  our 
government  concerning  the  Floridas.  She  alone  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  could  lie  expected  to  send 
troops  to  retake  and  defend  East  Florida.  Should  she  do  it,  the 
American  and  British  arms  will  come  in  collision — the  projected 
war  will  commence.  Mr.  Madison  setting  up  a claim  to  East  Flo-  ed 
rida,  as  the  means  of  indemnity  for  the  injure  s the  United  States  ral 
have  received  from  Spain  (all  of  which  is  already  intimated,  may  I 


i Spain  (all  of  which  is  already  , .. 

be  shown  to  have  originated  with  France)  will  say  of  East  as  he 
has  already  said  of  West  Florida,  that  • the  president  cannot  admit 
the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  interfere  in  any  question  relating  to 
fuat  province.”*  And  if  the  people  of  the  United  States  shall  he 
satisfied  (and  from  their  past  astonishing  confidence  in  him  and  Mr. 
Jenerson,  wfefeel  authorised  to^xpect  it)  the  war,  of  consequence, 
will  be  a popular  one. — On  the  principles  and  course  of  conduct  of 
our  rulers,  war  is  to  them  indispensable.  Without  war  they  cannot 
raise  money.  I will  explain  this  in  mv’next  letter. 

„ . TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

April  17,  1812. 


Public  Sentiment. 

PROCEEDINGS  AT  BALTIMORE. 

At  a numerous  meeting  of  the  democratic  citizens,  held  at  the 
Fountain  Inn,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  agreeably  to  public  notice, 
Joseph  H.  Nicholson  was  called  to  the  chair,  and"  Edward  Johnson 
was  appointed  secretary.  The  chairman  being  requested  to  state 
the  object  of  the  "meeting,  rose,  and  after  tendering  his  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  distinguished  honor  which  had  been  conferred  on 
him,  by  placing  him  in  the  chair,  he  said,  that  no  one  oould  he  in- 
sensible to  tire  great  crisis,  to  which  the  affairs  of  our  common 

country  were  rapidly,  approaching. The  two  great  belligerent 

powers  of  Europe,  who  had  embroiled  one  half  of  the  civilized 
world  in  their  quarrels,  unwilling  that  any  nation  should  continue 
to  enjoy  its  prosperity  had  for  some  years  past  extended  to  us  that 
system  of  rapine  and  plunder,  which,  in  the  ordinary  cohrse  of 
human  events,  ought  only  to  have  been  directed  against  each  other. 
Our  citizens  had  been  forcibly  impressed,  and  detained  in  the 
most  odious  servitude— our  commerce  had  been  impeded  in  every 
channel  through  which  it  had  been  accustomed  to  flow— and  in  jury 
and  insult  had  been  heaped  upon  us,  until  it  had  begun  to  be  al- 
most questionable,  even  among  ourselves,  whether  we  had  spirit 
to  resist. 

One  of  these  nations,  he  said,  had  indeed  of  late  held  out  to  us  a 
semblance  of  justice;  hut  it  was  much  to  be  feared  that  even  this 
would  prove  vain  and  illusory.  The  period,  however,  could  not 
be  very  distant,  when,  liv  the  return  of  our  messengers  from  Eu- 
rope, we  should  learn  whether  the  solemn  stipulation’s,  in  which  we 
had  heretofore  confined,  were  any  longer  deserving  of  confidence. 

But  the  otlker,  hgKftL  pretended  to  do  us  justice— 

our  goveiTim^jMr  ahc<8&y  dtSgjnTr  of  maintaining  peace,  had  re- 
were  regarded  with  indiffer- 
senPvbroad  for  the  purpose,  had  continued  to 
'appeal,  tin! il  their  appeals  were  answered  by  insult ; and  negoti- 
ation had  been  carried  on,  until  negotiation  became  a term  of  na- 
tional vepioach. 

Under' these  circumstances,  said  he,  it  is  for  us,  my  countrymen, 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  American  people,  to  decide  upon 
the  course  which  ought  to  be  pursued.  The  time  has  at  length  ar- 
rived, when  we  must  determine,  whether  by  tameness  and  submis- 
sion, we  shall  sink  ourselves  below  the  rank  of  an  independent  na- 
tion, or  whether,  by  a glorious  and  manlv  effort,  we  shall  perma- 
nently secure  that  independence  which  "our  forefathers  handed 
down  to  us,  as  the  price  of  their  blood,  and  their  treasure.— ( Ah- 
pUv.sc.)  1 J 

The  government  of  our  choice— I thank  God,— of  our  yet  free 
and  unbiassed  choice— lias  resolved  upon  its  course,  and  is  prepar- 
ing for  the  conflict.  We  have  assembled  here  to-night  for  the 
purpose  of  determining ; whether will-give  it  our  suppo’rt  in  the 
mighty  struggle  into  which  it  is  about  to  enter.  I bis  my  country- 
men, is  the  awful  subject  for  deliberation  ; and  on  such'a  subject 
enn  there  be  any  difference  of  opinion  ? Shall  we  suffer  any  mat- 
ters of  local  concern  to  withdraw  us  from  a cause  like  this  ? Is 
there  an  American  heart  that  does  not-  pant  with  resentment  ? 
Is  there  an  AmericdhMvuni  that  will, not  leap  from  its  scablia-d  to 
avenge  the  wrongs  afiil  contumely  urder  which  we  have  so  long 
suffered  ? No.  my  countrymen,  it  ^Impossible. — -Let  us  a«  with 
one  heart,  and  With  Ode  hand  ; Ictus  shew  to  an atlmirin^  world 
that  however  v.C  inay  differ  among  ourselves  about  some  of  our 
internal  cmeorpU  yet  in  the  gnat  cause  of  our  country,  the  Ameri- 
can ucopl* • arc  animated  by  otie  soul  and  by  one  spirit.— f Applause  ) 

. C'fbe  following  resolutions,  with  the  preamble,  were  then  una- 
nimously adopted :] 

' Whereas,  the  critical  situation  of  the  affairs  of  our  country  w:th 
a view  to  its  foreign  relations,  is,  at  tins  moment,  of  the  utmost 
concern  : and  it  may  be  important  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
friends  to  the  integrity  0f  the  union,  and  of  the  government  as  ad- 
ministered, should  he.  wherever  practicable,  publicly  declared 
with  merence  to  public  measures,  upon  which  depend  the  future 
safety  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States  ; therefore 

Resolved , That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended,  that  meetings 


* Monroe’s  letter  to  Foster,  July  8,  1811. 


At  a meeting  of  the  general  committee  of  democratic  delegates 
from  the  several  wards  and  precincts  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, held  on 
Thursday  evening  21st  inst.  at  the  Fountainlnn.in  pursuance  of  the 
resolutions  adopted  at  a numerous  meeting  of  democratic  citizens 
on  Saturday  evening  last,  all  the  delegates  .present,  Joseph  If. 
Nicholson  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  John  Montgomery  appointed 
secretary. 

The  following  resolutions,  with  the  preamble,  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

We,  the  delegates  of  the  city  and  precincts  of  Baltimore,  in  gen- 
eral committee  assembled,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  present  situation  of  public  affairs,  do  resolve  unanimously , 
1st.  That  in  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  ,h  - United  States 
for  some  years  past,  we  can  perceive  nothing  but  a determined  hos- 
tility to  our  national  rights.  She  forcibly  impresses  our  seamen, 
and  detains  them  inhumanly  in  an  odious  servitude— she  obstructs 
our  commerce  in  every  channel  through  which  it  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  flow — she  has  murdered  our  citizens  within  our  own  wa- 
ters, and  has  made  one  attempt,  at  least,  to  dissolve  the  union  of 
these  states,  thereby  striking  at  tiie  foundation  of  our  government 
itself. 

2div.  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  manifest  e d 
the  strongest  desire  to  maintain  peace  and  harmony  with  aft  na- 
tions, not  only  by  observing  a course  of  equal  and  exact  justice  to 
all,  but  by  proposing  to  those  with  whom  any  differences  have 
arisen,  terms  the  most  honorable  and. conciliatory. 

3dly.  That  inasmuch  as  Great  Britain  has  rejected  those  terms, 
and  still  persists  in  violating  every  principle  heretofore  held  sacred 
among  nations,  no  alternative  is  left  to  the  United  States,  hut  to 
choose  between  war  and  degradation.  In  the  choice  of  these,  it  is 
impossible  freemen  should  hesitate,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  such 
a war,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  support  our  government  at  every 
hazard. 

4thly.  That  the  conduct  of  France  and  of  other  powers  in  alli- 
ance with  her  and  under  her  immediate  influence,  towards  the 
United  States,  has  been  scarcely  less  atirocious  than  that  of  Eng- 
land ; and  if  the  pending  negotiations  should  terminate  without 
an  honorable  adjustment  of  existing  differences,  we  have  full  eonfi- 
deuce  that  our  government  will  direct  the  most  active  hostilities 
to  be  commenced  against  her  for  a redress  of  our  grievances,  and 
the  maintenance  of  our  rights  ; at  the  same  time  we  wish  it  expli- 
citly understood,  that  in  our  well-founded  complaints  against  foreign 
nations,  Russia  and  Sweden  are  not  to  he  included. 

Ordered , 'I'hat  the  above  resolutions  be  signed  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  general  committee,  and  that  they  be  transmitted  by  the 
chairman  to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Joseph  H.  Nicholson,  A.  R.  Levering,  David  Fulton,  Charles 
Bolin,  William  B.  Barney,  John  Montgomery,  Christopher  Hughes, 
jun.  Benjamin  Berry,  Nathan  Levering,  J.  W.  McCulloch,  Wil- 
liam Camp,  J.  S.  Hollins,  Joseph  Jamison,  James  Hutton,  Peter 
Diftenderffer,  S.  Briscoe,  E.  Gi  Wood  year,  Hezekiah  Niies*Tames 
Armstrong,  Joseph  Smith,  Daniel  Conn,  John  Kelso,  Hezekiali 
Price,  George  Millemaii,  James  C.  Dew,  J.  A.  Buchanan,  Lemuel 
Taylor,  Luke  Tiernen,  William  Wilson,  J.  L.  Donaldson,  L.  Hol- 
lingsworth, James  Martin,  James  Wilson,  G.  J.  Brown,  Richard 
Maekali,  Edward  Johnson,  George  Stiles,  James  Williams,  William 
McDonald,  William  Pechin,  James  Biays,  David  Burke,  Thorndike 
Chase,  Timothy  Gardner,  Thomas  Sheppard,  George  Warner, 
N.  F.  Williams,  J.  H.  McCulloch,  Theodorick  Bland,  Christian 
Baum. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  by  the  genenafi^miiiittee  of  the  city  and  precincts  hi 
Baltimore,  that  it  he  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  democratic 
citizens  of  the  several  counties  of  this  state,  to  assemble  and  take 
into  consideration  the  situation  of  public  affairs,  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  an  opinion  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  adopted,  he  pub- 
lished. JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON,  chairman. 

JOHN  MONTGOMERY,  Sect-clary. 

PROCEEDINGS  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

The  Triumph  of  Patriotism . 

Great  pains, having  lieen  taken  latterly  to  communicate  an  im- 
pression of  the  aversion  of  the  first  congressional  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  the  energetic  measures  of  the  federal  government,  it 
was  deemed  -proper  to  give  this  misrepresentation  that  emphatical 
and  legitimate  contradiction,  which  the  voice  of  the  people  them- 
selves alway  s unequivocally  affords.  Accordingly,  off  very  short 
notices,  the  usiial  preparatory  measures  were  taken  for  a general 
meeting  at  3 o.’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday  the  20th  inst. 
Before  the  time  appointed  an  immense  concourse  from  the  city  and 
i ail  parts  of  the  comity,  with  some  from  Delaware  county,  were  al- 
lready on  the  ground;  and  by  half-past  three  o’clock,  the  whole 
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republican  phalanx,  in  all  Its  renovated  union  ami  symmetry,  con-  the  federal  government  for  redress',  by  solemn  protest  at  left*,  if 
svstinir  of  not  less  than  twelve  thousand  citizens,  were  at  their  not  more  energetic  opposition,  against  Britannic  aggrievement. 
t)03ti.b  At  four  o'clock  precisely,  William  Jones,  Esq.  was  called  All  parties,  all  classes  were  united  ; and  the  voice  of  the  country 
to  the  chair,  ami  James  West  appointed  secretary. 

The  mnpose  of  the  meeting  having  been  briefly  explained  hv 
the  chairman,  the  following  address  was  read  bv  Charles  IngersoL, 

•lrnl  adopted,  not  onlv  unanimously,  but  with  the  reiterati  J peals 
of  the  heartiest  assent,  as  were  -all  the  resolutions,  which  Were  read 
and  4|vc-raHy  put  by  the  chairman. 

THE  CITIZENS  %' 

OF  the  first  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania,  to  thar  fellow- 
cUixens,  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

rellow^itizens,^^  ^ tJie  United  States  and  of  their  constituted 
authorities,  residing  within  the  first  congressional  district  of  Penn* 
svlvania  deeply  impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  the  impending 
crisis  ami  trusting  that  their  voice  will  not  be  without  some 
t fyect  among  the  American  people,  have  met  together  lor  the 
pin-nose  of  comparing  and  collecting  the  general  semiment'm  tins 
quarter  of  the  republic,  and  submit  the  following  as  the  deliberate, 

unbiassed  and  unanimous  result. 

The  story  of  American  wrongs  lias  been  so  often  told,  that  tae 
patriotic  heart  sickens  at  their  disgusting  recapitulation  ; yet,  as 
prefacing  this  last  appeal,  and  for  this,  as  we  most  anxiously  hope, 
the  last  time,  it  may  not  be  improper  briefly  to  sketch  an  outline 
of  that  unparalleled,  unmitigated,  intolerable  series  of  national 
outrages,  against  which,  after  too  long  an  endurance,  the-  only  re- 
public extant  isnow  at  length  about  to  exhibit  the  magnificent  spec- 
tacle of  an  empire  of  freemen  in  the  armor  and  attitude  <>i  defensive 
War — war  for  their  sovereignty,  their  rights,  their  blessings— war  for 


descended  by  acclamation  upon  its  rulers,  demanding  retribution. 

Our  English  antagonists  were- engaged  with  a foe*  nowise  slow  to 
imitate  their  injustice.  The  conqueror  of  continental' Europe,  in 

the  hour  of  overwhelming  victory, m his  exulting  camp, 

amidst  the  crash  of  principalities  and  th<-  groans  of  royal  <bsst.li  - 

tion the  arbiter  ol  dismantled  thrones — —at  such  a "time in 

such  a scene — —tracing,  as  it  were  the  fate  of  worlds  will;  the  po  > t 

of  the  sabre  on  a drum-head  in  the  lit  ill  of  battle the  eontju-  1 • 

or  of  continental  Europe  wrote  liis  fiat  in  answer  to  tho  ha?  of 

English  defiance and  in  an  instant,  by  the  sorcery  of  pout.-, 

the  east  and  west,  the  north  and  south,  were  locked  up  in  their 
respective  precincts,  and  forbidden  on  pain  of  confiscation,  confla- 
gration, annihilation,  to  appear  on  tiie  accustomed  domain's'  of  all 
nations. 

We  were  the  happiest  people  on  the  earth,  fellow-citizens.'  'We 
were  reposing  iu  profound  peace.  We  were  governed  by  magis- 
trates who  loved  peace  ! and  who  had  not  learned  from  protracted, 
abortive  negotiation,  that  negotiation  avails  nothing  with  the  gi- 
gantic wrong-doers  we  had  to  deal  with.  Our  policy  was  neutral. 
Our  system  was  pacific  and  precautionary.4—— We  shut  our  own 
gates  and  denied  ourselves  the  profits  to  avoid  theemlm-rassinents 
of  foreign  traffic.  We  negotiated.  When  sent  Sway  without  sa- 
tisfaction, our  ministers  returned  again  and  again  to  theinxorabie 
audiences  of  domination.— Sullen  silence,  of  insulting  menaces 
were  the  oidy  answers  we  could  obtain. 

Soon  after,  the  murder  of  our  countrymen  in  the  Chesapeake 
was  superadded  to  aggravate  these  injuries.  The  people  rushed 
to  arms. — But  a pacific  administration,  still  not  despairing  ot  pj- 
the  country — that  country 


, reclamation  of  their  property, their  persons— war  for  their  homes  | ci  fie  redress,  stayed  t he  noble  ardor  of  l . 

“j  domestic  altars a war,  stayed  off  ’till  every  possible  effort  | which  is  always  full  of  noble  ardor — whose  first  burst  will  rebuke 

at  reconciliation  has  been  put  to  beggary  and  shame a war,  to  its  calumniators  and  scatter  its  enemies  in  prostration  and  disconr- 

i •_» ^ *1 .i:  .♦:ii.,+;^iv  fWtiv*  tho  viiKtip.  9Dtl.vM)iihlicaii  essences  fijturc* 

Tiie  right  of  search,  as  it  is  called,  another  of  the  catalogue  of 
our  wrongs,  interpolations  of  various  other  indefensible  claims  into 
the  code  of  nations,  together  with  the  rigorous  enforcement  of  cer  - 
tain absurd  and  antiquated,  but  revived  pretensions,  were  also 
brou giit  to  bear  upon  our  almost  exhausted  patienee.  By  way  of 
retaliation  for  which  impositions  from  one  belligerent,  the  other 
exercised  the  more  distressing,  though  not  more  unjustifiable,  au- 
thority of  actually  burning  anil  destroying  our  ships  and  cargoes 
on  the  ocean. 

During  these  aggressions,  fellow-citizens,  the  deadliest  of  all,  the 
late  refinement  upon  outrage,  which  was  reserved  lor  the  page  of 
modern  history,  that  loul  and  indeliable  stain  on  the  bearings  of 
our  independence,  the  right  of  impressment,  as  it  is  also  miscalled, 
has  been  systematically  exercised  on  our  persons : and  not  less  than 
seven  thousand  American  citizens,  have  been  dragged  from  their 
occupations,  their  country,  their  families— scourged  like  malefac- 
tors—chained  like  galley-slaves  to  the  sides  of  British  ships— •‘ex- 
posed anti  slaughtered  like  pirates— and  their  wives  and  children 


the 

and 

whiclfnotonedisfi^  from  the 'subtle,  anti-republican  essences 

of  ambition  or  aggrandizement  has  contributed,  but  which  will 

flow  pure  from  the  rock  of  self-defence a war,  without  which  or 

tiie  rights  it  is  to  be  waged  for,  our  sovereignty  is  servility,  our 
commerce  a colonial  trade,  our  persons  exposed  to  pillage,  our 
. property  to  pi racv.our  boasted  institutions  piles  of  theoretical  ruins, 
and  peace  itself,  that  most  desirable  of  all  political  enjoyments,  a 
contumely  and  a curse- 

From  the  tremendous  concussions  which  have  agitated  Europe 
since  the  eruption  of  .the  French  revolution,  the  Du  i tea  States  of 
America  wisely  kept  aloof,  in  an  avowed  impartial,  unexceptiona- 
ble neutrality  ; not.  as  those  who  envy  us,  ailed ge,  fattening  our 

soil  with  the  disasters  of  the  belligerent* tor  European  wars 

and  the  British  treaty  restricted  instead  of  expanded  the  immense 
commercial  resources  of  the  North  American  continent— —but 
witii  characteristic  enterprise,  integrity  and  advantage  pursuing  the 
broad  highways  of  emolument,  and  acquiring  in  tranquility  and 
forbearance,  whatever  v.  as  not  w ithheld  or  wrested  from  us,  by  the 
great  maritime  powers.  While  havoc,  famine  and  dilapidation  were 
desolating  the  kingdoms  of  Europe,  peace,  plenty  and  prosperity, 
driven  from  their  abodes  in  that  region,  tied  over  the  trouoled  At- 
lantic, and  set  up  the  ark  cl  their  covenant  in  the  delightful  wilder- 
ness of  this  modern  land  of  promise.  . . , . - , 7.  , , „ . . ; 

With  the  exception  of  some  commercial  vexations  in  1794  and. J reclaim,  whenever  found,  the  fugitj^ 

.1797,  the  fortunes  of  the  only  republic  seemed  to  be  enhanced,  as  taxation  and  its  ignominious  hardsffir 
it  were  by  an  especial  providence,  to  give  irresistible  splendor  and 
attraction  to  their  contrast  with  the  fallen  fortunes  of  all  tfiose 
monarchies  from  which  the  original  settlers  of  this  country  sprang. 

An  advancement  in  population  and  affiueiice,  an  improvement  in 
science  and  the  arts*  in  agriculture  and  commerce,  and  an  exube- 
rance of  the  products  of  the  earth,  and  an  accumulation  of  the 
profits  of  the, sea,  transcending  all  example,  all  calculation,  all  hope, 
distinguished  the  destinies  of  the  American  federation;  and  with 
certainly  the  lightest  allotment  of  the  evils  inseparable  from  hu- 
manity that  ever  fell  to  any  people,  without  .foreign  or  domestic 
wars,  without  taxation,  Without  any  more  of  the  pressure  of  go- 
vernment  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  the  bands  o*  socie- 
ty  together,  the  perfection  of  polity  was  accomplished,  and  the  vi- 
sums  of  philanthropists  realized,  in  the  establishment,  aummistra- 
lion  and  astonishing  success  of  our  free,  republican  institutions. 

While  tii us  situated,  fellow-citizens,  thus  prospering  among  our- 
selves, the  conflict  in  Europe  persisted  to  rage  with  unabated  vio- 
lence ; and,  With  a short,  delusive  interlude,  of  cessation  in  1802, 
its  fury  tor  nineteen  years  has  never  intermitted.  It  was  always 

evident  that  commerce  was  originally  oue  main  object  of  the  con-  . . ...  . t 

test ; and  that  it  is  now  the  only  object,  appears  to  be  conceded  on  sworn  with  the  right  hand,  till  the  olive  branch  has  withered  m the 
all  sides.  I ^e^t-  We  nave  deprecated  long  enough  our  unappeasable,  insidious 

Ei< eland  the  first  maritime  power  in  the  world,  who  opened  j assailants,  more  dreadful,  more  pernicious  in  their  ambush,  than 


which  prohibits  expatriation,  and  assuine^jjtseU' jurisdiction  to 
‘ *^^^^mj^iessments,  its 

It  would  be  easy,  fellow-citizens,  to  mollify  this  rfetrospbet  with, 
many  other  indignities,  and  w ith  the  hideous  details  of  these  thus 
cursorily  noticed.  But  the  volume  is  already  overcharged : and 
it  is  necessary  to  break  off  the  narrative,  which  has  been  so  oftei^ 
so  much  more  strikingly  unfolded,  that  its  images  must  be  engraven 
on  the  memory  of  every  lover  of  his  country.  We  might  else  carry 
your  attention  from  the  sea  to  tho  land,  and  arresting  it  first  on 
the  frontier,  where  the  tomahawk  of  the  savage  is  prompted  to 
the  butchery  of  cur  unconscious  settlers,  by  die  infernal  strata- 
gems of  ruthless  England— direct  it  af terwanls  to  the  more  civilized 
department  of  the  union,  to  our  cities,  to  our  fire-sides,  where  the 
mode  of  attack  again  appears  adapted  to  the  scene  of  its  operation, 
and  a glozing,  civilized  British  spy  !»  found,  like  the  s<  rpent  ip 
Eden,  tempting  our  weakness  with  uiitried  changes,  and  with  all. 
the  wiliness  of  his  nature,  beguiling  li§  to  our  perdition. 

But  it  is  unnecessary,  we  repeat,  TO'  dwell  on  the  host  of  excjt^* 
ment,  which  march  before  and  beckim  us  to  combat.  We  have 
borne  more  than  ever  any  people  did  without  an  appeal  to  arms. 
We  have  left  unattempted  no  strhiiifc  for  adjustment.  We  have 
xpended  all  the  stores  of  pacifications  ; and  do  not.  brandish  tho 


which  like  the  dishonest  contrivances  of  a delinquent  individual, ; fliets  tiie  just, 'but  oftener  requites  their  constancy,  ivc  are  lik 
however  they  may  serve  the  moment,  and  however  they  may  injure;  wise  full  of  confidence  in  ttye  people  of  these  United  States,  in  the 
others  always  recoil  with  tlteir  worst  reaction  oil  tuvir  authors.:  righteousness  of  their  cause,  in  the  alacrity  and -energy  oi  their 
The  ministry  of  Great  Britain  behind  the  rampart  of  a navy  deem,- j aroused  endeavors.  We  call  to  mind,  foflovv-oitizens,  the  former 
ed  impregnable  set  the  execrable  example  of  openlv  violating  the  j struggle  with  Great  Britain;  when,  without  arms  or  ammunition, 
laws  of  nations.’and  of  trampling  upon  the  immunities  of  neutral*,  soldiers  or  officers,  garrisons  or  ships,  treasury  or  preparation  of 
ity,  in  order,  from  itHragments,  to  level  with  surer  effect,  the  J any  kind,  without  even  compact  or  government  besides  a common 
blows  she  was  aiming  at  victori 
fellow-citizens,  was  instantaneo 



jSfo't  a town  of  any  cousdqueuce  on  our  seaboard,  but  applied  to  banners  oi  liberty,  and  aicne  on  the  defCncckss  beach  breasted 


ments  to  level  with  surer  enact,  tue  anyionn,  witnout  even  compact  or  government  oesiues  a comu.un 
torious  France.  The  voice  of  America, , sympathy  and  common  enthusiasm,  the  then  thinly  scattered  people 
neouslv  raised  against  this  infamous  iu-1  of  t’ng  Atlantic  coast,  snuffing  subjection  on  the  gale  at  a distance, 
sages  o*f  sovereign  and  neutral  states.1  erected  themselves  like  a column,  on  whose  summit  floated  the 
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onset  of  v:iin-gIoriou»  invasion — undismayed  at  reverses,  unsubdued  the  people,  either  immodinfoly,  or  by  their  representatives,  upon 
by  privations-- persevering,  indefatigable,  invincible—  Trruiir.il  ty  ’ occasions  »o  important,  ajul  in  times.- «»  alarming  as  the  pres-  lit,  to 
advancing  to  discipline,  organization  and  victory— aci.k'vjng  at  the 1 express  their  sentiments  upon  public*  affairs.  and  also  the  privilege 
end  of  seven  years  ol‘  toil  and  alternate  fortune,  that  independence  jol  rulers  to  be  informed  of  those  scntinients. 

v c are  now  in  our  turn  challenged  to  sustain.  1.  Resolved,  That  for  ourselves  individually,  and  ns  representa- 

We  call  to  mind  follow-citizens,  the  yet  more  distant  annals, j tives  of  tin-  freemen  of  this  state,  we  deprecate  war  at  all  tunes, 
the  discovery  of  our  beloved  country.  w hen  Cclinnb ms  the  type  of,  and  especially  at  a time  wiieu  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the 
t!u  Xmerican  character,  m a frail ’bark,  with  a disaifectctl  and  country  have  been  exhausted  and. cut  oil',  both  by  tier  depredations 


wintry  nave,  been  exuac 

coward  crew,  buoyant  <m  the  trackless  and  unknown  deserts  oil  and  sequestrations  of  fore  ign  powers,  and  by  onr  own  ruinous 
tin-  western  ocean,  "braving  ml  dan  cm  and  doubts,  more  terrible  | commercial  restrictions;  when  by  the  raising’ of  a large  military 
tiu  i:  eatugers,  still  kept  due  onward  his  undaunted  course,  till  these  | force,  for  the  purpose,  of  territorial  conquests,  great  t-.tpegfes  " ill 
shores  appeared—  the ■ r-.-wavd  of  resolution  and  a just  confidence—  ; be  incurred,  an#  heavy  burthens  imposed,  wiiile  from  the  very 
these  sbotvs  now-covered  with  a populous,  pow.  rl'ul  and  martial ’limited  appropriations  made  for  the  protection  of  commerce  and 
republic,  whose  citizens  need  nothing  but  to  be  resolved  arid  justly  I the  defence  of  our  seaport's,  the  former  will  be  exposed  to  certain 
confident  in  then.s-  Ives,  to  conquer,  like  Columbus,  and  the  heroes ; capture,  and  the  latter  to  invasion  and  pillage,  thereby  leaving  the 
of  th.  own  revelation,  the  sc.  nji  ; iy  stunendons  obstacles  w liicb : burthens  to  be  borne  almost  entirely  by  the  agricultural  interest, 
infatuated  -injustice  opposes'  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  final  On  the  question,  shall  the  preamble  and  first  resolution  pass,  the 
r.Tid  permanent  emancipation.  laves  and  noes  were,  ayes  42, uoes  23. 

Resolved,  As  the  opi.  ion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  only  efficient  j 2.  Resolved,  That  from  the  extent  of  our  commerce,  the  imme- 
remct’.y  for.  the  protracted  and  aggravated  evils  which  afflict  our  jdiate  and  important  interest  which  the  whole  community  have  in 
country,  will  be  found  in  a prompt,  vigorous,  open  war ; with  that  its  encouragement,  and  the  entire  dependence  of  many  of  our 
power  whose  < diets  blockade  the  entire  continent  of  Europe  ; save ; citizens  for  support  upon  the  employment  it  affords,  the  Icgisla- 
only  such  parts  as  require  our  instrumentality  to  circulate  her  'tive  restrictions  upon  trade  operate  with  peculiar  severity  upon 
products.  ai>d  supply  her  navy  and  military  expeditions— whose  | this  state  ; that  from  our  inability  to  sustain  the  increasing  bur- 
fleets  not  only  plunder  our  lawful  commerce  upon  the  high  s-as,ititens  of  war,  destitute  of  public  fends  and  public  lands,  and  de- 
but blockade  our  own  harbors,  and  violate  the  liberty  of  our  citi- 1 pending  in  time  of  peace  upon  direct  taxes  for  the  support  of  oar 
Zens  by  tire  flagitious  crime  of  impressment — whose  councils  have  | state  government,  the  proposed  land  tax  ami  internal  taxes  of  the 

United  States  will  be  exceedingly  oppressive  upon  our  citizens, 
and  that  the  accessible  situation  and  defenceless  slate  of  our  bar 
’ ors  and  seaports,  and  their  superior  eligibility,  as  : 


the  audacity  to  avow  these  crimes  as  their  permanent  system  of 
maritime  rights ; and  -stimulate  onr  citizens  to  nets  of  fraud  and 
vfcknce.  in  order  to  sustain  her  monstrous  scheme  of  universal 
monopoly,  piracy,  and  smuggling — 

A prompt  and  rigorous  war!  not  for  the  liberty  and  impover- 
ish -.-I  i commerce  of  the  moment,  but  for  our  imprescriptible  rights 
of  sovereign^-,  the  liberty  of  our  citizens,  and  the  future  free  eir- 
cuiafhm  of  the  immensely  accumulating  surplus  products,  of  this 
free,  tortile  and  extensive  continent.  These  are  legitimate  and 
inevitable,  causes  of  War. 

Resolve That  the  libi  ral  and  impartial  conduct  of  the  executive 
of  the  United  States,  more  especially  in  the  military  and  naval 
appointments  instead  of  producing  a candid  and  generous  sacrifice 
of*  prejudice  and  party  passions,  on  the  altar  of  union,  at  the  shrine 
of  our  country;  has  from  a virulent  faction,  the  fungus  of  party 
opposition;  be  en  returned  with  a malevolent  ami  traitorous  con- 
spiracy to  withhold  and  impede  the  national  resources— discourage 
and  obstruct  the  recruiting  service— traduce  the  character  and 
motives  of  the  government— and  organize  discontent,  disaffection 
and  criminal  resistance.  t 

Resolved , That  without  distinction  of  party,  we  respect  and 
•esteem  all  who  are  devoted  to  the  true  interest,  honor  and  inde- 
pendence of  our  common  country— who  recognize  the  only  prin- 
ciple upon  which  free  government  can  exist;  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority constitutionally  pronounced,  and  who  are  ready  to  obey 
that  will  w ith,  zeal  and  tidelity. 

Resolved , That  judging  from  the  firm,  decisive  tone  of  the  ex- 
ecutive message  to  congress,  followe  d by  co-operative  measures  of 
preparation  for  the  “armour  and  attitude  demanded  by  the  crisis,” 
(irresistibly  impelled  by  unceasing  provocation)— the  ’ recent  call 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  with  the  manifest  intention  of  as- 
suming that  attitime^  and  our  own  convictions  of  the  immediate 
necessity  of  thatau  fid  ■appeal : We  pledge  to  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  our  eountv  , n*  the  most  solemn  and  deliberate  manner, 
all  the  faculties  of  wfly  aftd  mind,  and  ail  the  resources  and 
means-  with  which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  endow  us ; to 
sustain  to  the  last  extremity  the  war  they  may  cause  to  be  waged 
against  Great  Britain,  the  most  attrocibus  and  obdurate  aggressor. 

Revolved,  That  tlie  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented  to  those 
member?  of  congress  who  have  supported  and  shall  continue  to 
maintain  the  .rights, honor  urn!  independence  of  the  nation,-  and  in 
particular'  to.  that.' noble  phalanx,  the  democratic  delegation  of 
Reuinylvania,  the  keystone  of  tlie  splendid  arch,  whose  base  is  the 
solid,  arid  w trust,  immutable  rock  of  the  union. 

Resolved,  That  attested  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
he  forwarded  by  the  chairman  to  the  president  of  the  United  States 
—the  president  of  the  senate,  and  the  speaker  of  the 'house  of  re- 
presentatives, and  each  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  qf  this  meeting  signed  bv  the 
chairman  and  attested  by  the  secretary,  he  published  in  the  tiemo- 
mocraiic  papers -of  this  city,  and  that  5000  handbills  of  the  same  Ik 
struck  off  lor;  circulation  under  the  direction  of  the  following'  com- 
mittee. viz.  Robert  Patterson,  John  Einns,  Charles  J.  Ingersol, 
James  Carson,  John  L.  Leib,  William  Duncan,  William  West, 
Fix'd;  tmk  iTuei-kly,  A.  Hurgeshrimer,  Robert,  MuMullan,  Jacob 
Holgme,  T.  I>.  Anderson,  Jacob  Richards,  and  G.  G.  Lei  per.  ‘ 

Resolved , That  the  thanks  of  this"  meeting  be  and  are  hereby 
given  to  the  chairman  and  secretary. 

Resolved,  That  the  , thanks  of,  this  meeting  be  given* to  the  se- 
eretarv  of  the  suLvconnnittee  of  delegates  (Charles  Ingersol.) 

WILLIAM  JONES,  Chairman. 

JAMES  WEST,  Secretary. 

RHODE- ISLAND  LEGISLATURE. 

In  general  assembly.  May  session , A.  I).  1812. 

Whereas  from  the  asp-'ct,  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  more 
especially  from  the  character  of  the  measures  adopted  and  pro- 
posed to  be  adopted  by  congress  during*  their  present  session,  it  is 
seriously  to  be  apprehended  that  om*  country  w it!  soon  be  phiV.ged 
into  a ruinous  war,  unless  a clear  expression 'of  the  pubiic  opinion 
shall  correct  the  dangerous  and  erroneous  impression  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  made  on  tlie  general  government,  that  the 
urople  are  desirous  of  war,  and  do  approve  of  the  measures  calcu- 
lated to  produce  it*  And  whereas  it  S both  the  right  and  duty  of 
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the  cruizers  of  an  enemy,  rendering  them  exposed  to  invasion,  and 
liable  to  capture,  will  cause  war,  under  such  circumstances,  to  be 
ruinous  to  many  of  our  towns,  and  eventually  injurious  to  the 
whole  state. 

On  the  question,  shall  tlie  second  resolution  pass,  the  ayes  and 
noes  wrere;ayes  45,  noes  20. 

3.  Resolved,  That  when  the  Unequaled  privations,  sufferings  and 
exertions  of  the  citizens  of  this  state,  during  the  revolutionary 
war, -are  considered,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  w henever  the  coun- 
try shall  necessarily  be  involved  in  a war,  they  will  again  exhibit 
the  same  patience,  fortitude  and  patriotism. 

On  the  question  shall  the  third  resolution  pass,  voted  and  passed 
unanimously. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  senators  from  this  state  in  congress  be 
instructed,  and  the  representatives  requested;  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavors  to  cause  the  legislative  restrictions  on  commerce  to  be 
removed,  to  prevent  the  passing  of  tlie  proposed  laws  for  imposing 
direct  taxes,  and  also  to  oppose  all  measures  which  may  be  brought 
forward  tending  to  involve  the  country  in  war. 

On  the  fourth  resolution,  the  ayes  and  noes  were, ayes  39,  noes  26. 

5.  Resolved,  That  if  these  desirable  objects  cannot  be  obtained, 
and  war  shall  appear  to  be  unavoidable,  our  senators  and  represen- 
tatives be  instructed  to  represent  to  congress:  and  the  executive, 
the  exposed  and  defenceless  situation  of  this  state,  the  want  of 
arms  for  our  militia,  and  tlie  importance  of  our  harbors  and  sea- 
ports to  the  United  States,  and  to  urge  upon  government  the  pro- 
priety, necessity  and  practicability  of  their  defence,  and  to  solicit 
and  claim  from  them  adequate  and  timely  means  of  defence  and 
security  against  those  imineut  dangers  and  perils  to  which  w e are 
to  fie  unwillingly  exposed. 

On  the  last  resolution  the  ayes  and  noes  were,  ayes  55,  noes  9.^ 

On  the  main  question,  shaii  the  resolutions  pass,  the  ayes  aiiti 
noes  were  as  follow  : 

AYES— Messrs.  Almy,  N.  Arnold,  S.  Arnold,  Boss,  Bowen, 
Bray  ton,  Bridghain,  Bull,  Child,  B.  Greene,  Gorton,  S.  Green, 
Grinnell,  Hagadoni,  Hazard.  Holdon,  Hoppin,  Hoxsie,  KinyOn, 


Humphrey,  Knight,  Maun,  S.  Mason,  Pearce,  Scott,  Whipple, 
Woodman — 14. 

House  of  Representatives,  May  9, 1812. 

Volted  by  order, 

THOMAS  BURGESS,  Clerk. 

In  the  senate,  read  the  same  day  and  concurred  unanimously 
with  this  addition  i Resolved,  That  hi.s  excellency  tin- governor  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  preceding  resolutions  to  the^ 
the  senators  and  representatives  from  tiiis  state  in  the  congress  of 
tlie.  United  States,  .By  order, 

SAMUEL  EDDY,  Secretary. 

In  tlie  house  of  representatives,  read  the  same  day  and  concur- 
red with  amendments.  By  order. 

THOMAS  BURGESS,  Clerk. 


Major-Gen.  Thomas  Pinkney. 

From  the  Georgia  Chronicle. 

In  Jnner]?75,  major  Pinkney,  brother  to  general 
Charles  Cotes  worth,  was  appointed  a captain  in  the 
fir  st  regiment  of  South  Carolina  regulars ; he  con- 
tinued in  service  in  the  same  regiment  until  the  end 
of  the  war.  He  was  always  known  to  be  active, 
zealous,  industrious  in  discipline,  enterprising  and 
brave  in  the  field,  and  a humane,  careful,  as  well  as 
severe  officer  in  well  ordering  his  men — He  was 
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highly  beloved  and  respected  by  the  officers  .and  ( industry  and  ardent  love  of  liberty  now  kept  full 
men  of  the  whole  regiment.  jpuce  with  the  Arrau  on  ese  and  the  Biscayans. 

Major  Pinkney  was  second  in  command  of  a light  i Gerona  whs  as  necessary  I o the  movements  and 
infantry  corps  of  111  men,  on  the  20th  of  June,  operations  ol  the  French  on  the  side  ol  the  eastern 
1779,  on  the  left  of  the  American  army  at  the  hat-  j Pyrenees,  as  it  was  to  the  Spaniards  for  the  purpo-e 
? of  Stono;  two  companies  of  Highlanders  com- 
anded  by  captain  Collin  Campbell,  of  108  men. 


tie 

mantled 

attacked  this  light  infantry  ; when  by  a spirited  I 


ol  checking  and  retarding  the  progress  of  the  ene 
my  ; and  it  was  also  desirable  that  it  should  he  In  Id 
an  animating  example  of  what  the  natives  weie 


mode  of  attack  made  on  the  said  two  companies,  able  and  determined  to  effect, -where,  from  local 
recommended  bv  major  Pinkney,  (which  was  to  circumstances,  the  superior  force  and  skill  of  the 
charge  bayonet  with  loaded  arms,  and  to  fire  when  French  could  be  ol  little  avail. 


bayonet 

coming  into  contact) — the  British  force  was  in  an 
instant  overturned,  and  only  eight  of  the  two  com 
panics  escaped.  Major  Pinkney’s  talents  are  well 
known,  and  his  character  both  public  and  private, 
is  without  blemish.  One  of  his  old  soldiers. 


The  war  in  the  Peninsula. 

'(continued  from  page  181.) 

Siege  of  Gerona.  Untiles  be'iveen  Marshal  Auge- 
reau  and  General  Blake.  Ifostalrich  taken  by  the 
French.  Capitulation  of  Gerona.  The  Duke  de 
Parque  defeats  Marchaud  at  ZamanCs : and  is 
soon  after  vanquished  at  'J'ormss  bij  Fe Herman. 
Combination  of  the  Spanish  army  for  the  purpose 
of  retaking  Madrid.  Battle  at  Oceana  in  which 
the  French  gain  a complete  virion/.  Deflections  on 
the  conduct  of  Spanish  affairs.  Arrival  of  the 
Marquis  of  Wellesley  as  ambassador  from  the  court 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  Supreme  Juntu.  His  ad- 
vice and  opinions  on  the  war. 

When  the  Spaniards  were  left  to  themselves,  bv 
the  British,  being  withdrawn  from  their  aid,  they 
continued  to  carry  on  the  war  in  their  own  manner 
— a manner  that  exhibited  all  the  enthusiasm  with 
little  of  the  skill  of  thesoldier.  When  they  went, 
to  the  field  of  combat,  they  fought  bravely  ; but  their 
attention  was  divided  between  too  many  objects, 
and  being  directed  by  no  single  principle  of  union, 
it  was  impossible  to  strike  any  decisive  blow. — 
With  this  desultory  sort  of  warfare,  the  French 
too,  seemed  to  be  satisfied,  after  they  were  prevent- 
ed from  crossing  the  Sierra  Morena—  and  being  no 
longer  pushed  forward  by  the  restless  impetuosity  of 
the  emperor  in  person,  they  appeared  (o  abandon 
the  plan  of  advancing  into  the  south  of  Spain. 

Much  might  have  been  done  at  this  jpenod,  i! 
the  Spanish  troops  had  been  sufficiently  provided 
with  the  munitions  of  war,  their  gem  rals  with  vigor, 
and  the  junta  with  intelligence.  The  power  of  Jo 
seph  was  feeble  and  precarious,  and  little  exertion 
was  required  to  drive  him  a second  time  from  the 
gates  of  Madrid.  Of  no  other  part  of  the  penin- 
sula than  Navarre,  could  theinvaders  boast  a. secure 
possession.  It  is  true  that  they  occupied  most  parts 
north  of  the  Tagus  and  the  Ebro:  but  like  the 
hide  which  was  Used  as  a symbol  to  Alexander,  to 
show  the  futility  of  jiis  conquests,  the  moment  the 
pressure  of  a military  footstep  was  removed,  the 


Not  deterred  by  the  ill  success  of  two  attempts  to 
capture  this  town,  the  French  advanced  against  it  a 
third  time,  in  a more  regular  and  cautious  manner. 
The  inhabitants  had  nothing-to  depend  upon  bull!,  dr- 
own valor  ; but,  knowing  that'thev  held  the  key  to 
the  whole  province  of  Catalonia,  they  resolved  to 
defend  themselves  to  the  utmost.  There  was  scarce- 
ly any  other  strong  post  in  the  city  than  the  castle 
of  Montjov.  Against  this  the  French  directed  all 
their  force  in  repeated  attempts,  ’rich  were  repuls- 
ed with  the  most  heroic  bravery.  On  the  7th  of  July, 
the  assailants  having  effected  three  breaches  in  the 
walls  of  tiic  castle,  proceeded  to  the  assault.  The  gar- 
rison, though  fewer  in  number  and  enfeebled  bv  u rt- 
i emitted  duty,  repelled  the  French  five,  limes  wilh 
gi  eat  slaughter.  From  this  time,  until  the  middle 
of  August,  they  contented  themselves  with  bom- 
barding the  fortress  and  the  city  ol  Gerona,  and  wit  h 
intercepting  all  the  supplies  that  were  destined  for 
the  former.  Warned  bv  the  repulse  which  they  had 
suffered  on  the  memorable  7th  of  July,  they  deter- 
mined to  proceed  with  more  camion  and  to  carry  on 
the  siege  in  a regular  and  scientific  manner.  They, 
therefore,  began  to  raise  the  necessary  works; — 
which  they  did  Under  great  difficulties,  being  obliged 
to  raise  them  on  a rock,  and  to  form  their  intrench 
merits  in  the  presence  and  under  the  fire  of  (Tie  gar- 
rison. At  length  the  besieged,  finding  themselves 
unable  any  longer  to  defend  the  castle,  retired,  un- 
molested, on  the  12th  of  August,  into  the  city  of 
Gerona  ; leaving  the  enemv  oniv  a heap  of  ruins, 
and  a few  pieces  of  cannon  that  had  become  almost 
unfit  for  use.  The  French,  however,  by  the  pos- 
session of  this  castle,  were  enabled  to  carry  on  the 
siege  of  the  city  with  gi  cater  advantage  ; and  the 
inhabitants,  increased  in  their  numbers  bv  the  gar- 
rison, were  reduced  to  great  extremities  by  the  want 
of  provisions  and  the  most  necessary  articles  for  the 
sick  and  wounded.  General  Blake, 'who  command- 
ed the  Spanish  army  in  Catalonia,  determined  to 
throw  into  Gerona,  not  only  a supply  of  provisions 
and  other  necessaries,  but  also  a reinforcement  of 
troops.  With  this  view,  he  made  such  movements 
and  arrangements,  as  indicated  an  intention  ol  at- 
tacking the  enemy  in  a quarter  directly  opposite  to 
that  bv  which  a conv.oy  was  to  be  sent  into  the  city 
A body  of  1200  infantry  supported  by  cavalry,  sent 
against  the  enemy’s  troops,  stationed  at  Brunolas, 
commenced  an  attack  against  them  with  so  much 
vigor,  as  induced  them  to  think  that  the  convov  for 
the  supply  was  under  the  escort  of  this  body  of.SjJa- 


spirit  of  the  Spaniar  ds  revolted  against,  the  newjmsh  troops.  Notwithstanding  the  excellent  posi- 
government.  They  openly  disclaimed  theaulhoritv  lion- which  the  French  occupied  at  Brundlas,  and 
which  had  been  imposed  upon  them,  and  clamored] that  strengthened  by  intpenchmbnts,  the  Spaniards 
for  a restoration  of  their  ancient  r ights.  The  most  gained  the  summit  of  the  hill,  and  there  planted  the 


persevering  resistance  was  displayed  in  the  pro 
vinees  neare-t  to  (he  Pyrenees.  Bhcaig  though 
vexed  by  the  frequent  incursions  of  the  enemy,  sufi 
fered  nothing  to  damp  her  patriotism  or  appal  her 
courage.  Zaragoza  was  the. watchword  among  the 
brave  Biscayans  to  rouse  the  inert,  to  brace  the 
timid  and  entourage  the  feeble.  The  Catalonians 
*re  well  kno  wn  in  Spanish  story,  and  their  active 


Spanish  colors.  The  enemy  seeing  the  success  of 
what  they  deemed  areal  object  of  attack,  weakened 
the  other  part  of  their  army  in  otder  (o  send  rein- 
forcements to  Brunolas,  and  by  threatening  to  turn 
the  Spanish  detachment,  obliged  tt  to  descend  into 
the  plain.  In  the  meantime  a body  of  4,000  infantry 
and  500  cavalry,  escorted  along  the  r«ght  bank 
of  the  river  Tor;  *on  which  Gfcrona  is  situautgi,  a. 
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convoy  of  nearty  2,000  fnules  ; and  after  defeating 
the, enemy,  succeeded  in  effecting  their  entrance 
i tto  the  city.  As  soon  as  the  French  perceived  this 
manoeuvre,  they  invested  the  city  more  closely,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  return  ot'  the  mules  and  di  ivers 
by  a .variation  of  the  same  manoeuvre,  Blak* 
got  them  all  back,  after  being  one  day  and  two 
nights  in  town,  and  without  losing  a single  mule  or 
horse.  The  garrison  of  Gercna  was  thus  raised  to 
the  effective  strength  of  3,000  men,  and  supplied  with 
an  abundant  store  of  provisions,  and  the  necessary 
articles  for  the  sick  and  wounded. 

St.  Cyr  and  Verdier,  the  French  generals,  were 
exasperated  at  being  bafiied  by  the  skill  and  enter 
prize  of  .Blake;  and  so  far  from  abandoning  the 
siege  of  Gerona,  which  had  beep  strengthened  by 
these  additional  supplies  of  men  and  provisions, 
they  determined  to  prosecute  it  with  renewed  vigor. 
The  19th  of  September  was  fixed  upon  for  the  as- 
sault, and  they  expected  the  day  with  the  nrostsan 
guin.e  hopes  of  success.  The  walls  of  the  city  had 
been  levelled  to  a great  extent,  the  houses  were  re- 
duced to  ruins,  and  three  practicable  breaches  had 
already  been  made.  Against  these  breaches  three 
strong  columns  were  sent — and  against  these  divi- 
sions, not  only  all  the  garrison,  but  all  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  were  capable  of  doing  any  thing,  present- 
ed themselves  with  alacrity.  The  people  were  by  no 
means  daunted — they  contemplated  the  struggle 
that  was  about  to  be  made  with  the  calm  deliberation 
t>f  resolute  courage.  The  junta  assembled  at  the 
usual  place  to  direct  the  storm,  and  the  ladies  of  all 
r anks  prepared  to  assjst  the  wounded  ; and,  in  short, 
one  spirit,  the  spirit  of  independence,  united  and 
animated  the  defenders  of  Gerona.  On  the  first  on- 
set the  enemy  mounted  two  of  the  most  extensive 
breaches,  and  penetrated  as  far  as  some  of  the  neigh- 
boring houses  ; but  their  success  was  momentary  : 
they  were- repulsed  with  dreadful  slaughter.  After 
being  driven  back  three-  times,  the  fury  of  the 
French,  worked  up  to  a phrenzy,  could  no  longer 
be  directed  by  the  skill  of  their  officers.  Collecting 
themselves  into  one  desperate  body  they  advanced 
to  the  fourth  charge,  like  the  impetuous  whirlwind 
that  drives  every  thing  before  it.  This  was  a criti- 
cal moment — the  Spaniards  were  both  resolute  and 
enthusiastic — rfor  their  wives  and  children,  their 
household  goods — every  thing  that  can  endear  man 
to  lifp  were  behind  and  their  bitterest  foes  were  in 
front.  Fortunately  for  the  defenders  their  enthusi- 
asm was  regulated  by  a clear  and  steady  perception 
of  the  faults  and  rashness  of  the  enemy,  which  en- 
abled them  to  seize  upon  every  advantage,  that  such 
conduct  gives,  in  civil  as  well  as  in  military  warfare. 
The  French,  wearied  out  by  the  cool  opposition 
with  which  they  were  met,  and  reduced  in  numbers 
by  the  gailing  fire  which  was  incessantly  poured  up- 
on them  from  the  open  street,  the  concealed  win- 
dow, and  the  overhanging  parapets,  were  at  length 
Compelled  to  retreat — and  Gerona  was  once  more 
saved.  The  emperor  was  so  provoked  at  the  failure 
of  this  assault,  that  he  ordered  the  generals  who 
Conducted  it,  St.  Cyr  and  Verdier,  to  repair  to  Pa. 
jris,  to  undergo  an  investigation. 

The  command  of  the  besieging  army  was  then 
bestowed  upon  Augereau,  (the  duke  of  Castiglione) 
|vho,  warned  by  the  fate  of  his  predecessors,  irame 
diately  altered  the  plan  of  operations,  aqcj  »-esolved 
to  direct  his  attention  to  Blake’s  army,  before  ano- 
ther attempt  should  be  made  upon  Gerona.  Blake 
bad  posted  bis  troops  on  the  heights  of  Brunolas. 
from  which  the  French  general  exerted  all  his  skill 
and  force  to  drive  him. 

On  one  side  of  these  heights  the  ground  is  so  co 


vered  with  woodf,  that  a large  body  of  men  may 
pass  unmolested  and  unnoticed.  Ileie  a body  of  the 
French  amounting  to  about  3,000  strong,  made  an 
attack  : as  they  had  reached  the  Spanish  advanced 
posts  before  they  were  observed,  they  succeeded  in 
throwing  gen.  Blake’s  troops  into  partial  disorder 
and  dismay.  But  a party  of  men  advancing  from  the 
centre  to  the  support  of  the  advanced  posts,  the 
French  were  prevented  from  deriving  any  impoit- 
ant advantage  from  this  sudden  and  unexpected  at- 
tack ; and  upon  the  junction  of  the  Walloon  guards 
with  the  advanced  posts,  and  the  body  from  the 
centre,  they  were  compelled  to  retreat  with  consi- 
derable loss.  But  Augereau  was  not  to  be  discon- 
certed by  a single  failure: — he  renewed  the  attack 
with  a superior  force,  and  at  length  compelled 
Blake  to  retreat  to  a considerable  distance  from  Ge- 
rona. 

Marshal  Augereau  being  informed  by  his  spies, 
or,  as  the  French  call  them,  agents,  which  he  took 
care  to  have  in  every  part  of  Catalonia,  that  large 
magazines  were  formed  at  Hostalrich,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  both  Gerona  and  Blake’s  army, 
sent  a strong  detachment  against  them,  under  the 
command  of  general  Pino,  early  in  November. — 
Hostalrich  was  strongly  fortified  ; and  in  front  of 
the  fortifications  the  advanced  posts  of  the  French 
were  drawn  up,  while  a battalion  of  800  men  occupi- 
ed an  almost  impregnable  position  at  Massanet.  The 
entrance  into  the  town  itself  was  defended  by  a body 
of  2,000  men,  and  nearly  all  the  inhabitants.  The 
French  having  driven  in  the  advanced  posts  and  the 
battalion  at  Massanet,  set  fire  to  the  gates  of  Hostal- 
rich, and  took  possession  of  one  quarter  of  the  city  by 
storm.  Butin  the  streets  the  Catalonians  madeamost 
obstinate  resistance  ; disputing  every  inch  of  ground 
with  desperate  fierceness.  From  every  house  they  as- 
sailed their  enemies  with  a destructive  fire  of  mus- 
ketry. At  length  they  succeeded  in  gaining  pos- 
session of  the  principal  quarters  of  the  town,  when 
the  inhabitants  joining  the  troops  of  the  line,  drew 
up  in  the  centre  on  a level  piece  of  ground,  and  stood 
for  some  time  firm,  against  the  repeated  attacks  of 
the  besiegers.  But  they  were  finally  compelled  to 
submit,  and  the  whole  town  with  all  its  magazines, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  Blake  was  with- 
in a few^  leagues  distance  from  Hostalrich  ; but  ow- 
ing to  his  defeat  at  Belchite,  he  did  not  feel  himself 
sufficiently  strong  to  relieve  it ; or  even  to  defend 
those  magazines  which  were  so  essential  to  his  own 
army,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Gerona,  between  whom 
and  Blake,  Augereau  had  now  placed  himself.  Ge- 
rona was  now  hopeless  ; but  the  town  did  not  sur- 
render until  the  walls  had  become  useless,  and  the 
people  were  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  famine.  Onr 
the  10th  December,  1809,  it  capitulated,  and  the 
French  entered  on  the  following  day — they  found 
eight  standards  and  200  pieces  of  cannon.  The 
garrison  stipulated  that  they  should  evacuate  the 
city  with  all  the  honors  of  war  : and  it  was  agreed 
that  they  should  be  conducted  to  France  as  prison- 
ers of  war  : the  persons  and  propestyof  the  inhabi- 
tants were  to  be  held  sacred,  and  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion be  protected. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber the  Spanish  army  consisted  of  three  divisions. 
The  right  wing  was  commanded  by  Blake,  whose 
fate  we  have  just  seen  : the  centre  was  under  gene- 
rals Cuestaand  the  duke  D’  Albuquerque,  who  had 
succeeded  Venegas,  appointed  commander  of  Ca 
diz  : the  left  was  confided  to  the  duke  del  Parquc. 

IThis  general  possessed  every  qualification  of  a good 
officer,  but  experience  ; and  this,  it  was  hoped,  his 
situation  and  talents  would  soon  teach  him.  Fie 
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was  posted  a few  leagues  south  of  Salamanca,  on 
the  .heights  of  Zamanes.  It  was  his  business  to 
watch  a division  of  the  French  army,  which  stretch 
ed  from  Placentia  to  that  city,  and  whose  move- 
ments indicated  an  intention  of  laying  siege  to  Gin 
clad  Rodrigo.  This  army  was  commanded  by  ge 
neial  Marchaud,  who  succeeded  Nev.  Before  they 
could  make  any  attempt  upon  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  drive  the  Spaniards 
from  their  strong  fastness  on  the  heights  of  Za 
manes.  Nature  had  given  great  advantages  to  this 
post,  and  they  were  improved  on  this  occasion  by 
all  that  art  could  do.  But  the  army  was  composed 
of  raw  peasants  and  undisciplined  soldiers,  of  whom 
I»I  arc  baud  calculated  on  an  easy  conquest;  and 
therefore,  when  he  departed  from  Salamanca,  he 
proclaimed  to  the  inhabitants,  that  after  he  had  an- 
nihilated this  arm}',  he  should  march  against  the 
other  division  under  the  command  of  Ballestanos. 
The  duke  del  Purquc’s  army  was  composed  of  30,000 
men,  and  the  French  force  amounted  to  10,000  in 
fantry  and  1200  cavalry,  supported  by  14  pieces  of 
artillery.  This  force  h,e  divided  into  three  columns, 
which  were  destined  against  the  right  and  left  wings 
and  the  centre  of  the  Spanish  army.  The  attacks 
on  the  centre  and  right  were  but  feints  to  cover  the 
real  object,  which  was  the  left,  where  the  Spani 
ards  were  weakest.  Here  they  enjoyed  a momen- 
tary success.  The  Spanish  cavalry,  according  to 
custom,  fled  at  the  approach  of  their  enemies,  leav 
ing  the  left  flank  exposed  which  they  were  appoint- 
ed to  cover,  and  Jt  was  accordingly  obliged  to  fall) 
back.  At  this  critical  conjuncture,  too  Spanish  j 
generals  put  themseives  at  the  head  of  the  vanguard, 
and  bv  their  exertions  succeeded  in  checking  the  ad 
vance  of  the  French,  and  retook  six  pieces  of  can 
non  which  had  fyeen  lost  by  the  shameful  retreat  of 
the  cavalry.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  French  strove 
to  regain  their  advantage  by  renewed  attacks  with 
additional  force  : after  a well  fought  action,  they 
were  compelled  to  retreat.  Animated  by  this  suc- 
cess, the  Spaniards  now  became  the  assailants,  and 
pursued  the  flying  foe  so  closely,  that  their  retreat 
was  very  precipitate  and  disorderly.  Their  loss  was 
nearly  1000  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  while 
that  of  the  Spaniards  did  not  exceed  3liQ. 

(to  be  continued.) 


Two  Views  of  War. 

Confidently  believing  that  the  United  States  will 
soon  be  placed  in  an  attitude  to  defend  their  rights 
and  redress  then  grievances  ; and  assured  that  the 
•momentous  question  of  war  will,  in  a few  davs, 
be  laid  before  congress,  and  adopted  without 
much  delay  or  idle  debate,  it  is  time  to  pause  ; “to 
stiffen  the  sinews  ; to  summon  up  the  blood,”  and 
take  our  stand,  on  the  side  of  our  counfry. 

The  proposition  has  long  been  looked  for — every 
man  has  expected,  or  hoped,  or  feared  it  might 
come.  The  people,  as  well  as  their  representa 
fives  have  deeply  and  earnestly  reflected  upon  it. 
It  is  universally  agreed  that  the  present  state 
of  things  cannot — must  not  last.  Seeing,  then,  no 
prospect  of  the  continuance  of  peace — and,  in 
truth,  not  desiring  it  on  the  terms  we  now  have  it, 
if  peace  it  can  be  called,  it  becomes  us  to  enter  the 
contest  like  men  who  have  “ counted  the  cost 
of  it,”  and  reconciled  their  minds  to  the  endur 
a nee  of  an  evil  they  cannot  avoid. 

With  these  impressions  we  thought  this  a proper 
time  to  offer  an  exposition  of  our  sentiments,  in 
contradiction  to  those  of  theeditorof  the  Roston 
Sentinel ; and  to  declare  that  if  the  U.  States 


do  enter  the  contest,  we  shall  not  remain  neutral- 
Every  faculty,  mental  and  corporeal,  shall  be  ex- 
erted to  its  conclusion,  by  the  defeat  and  distress 
of  the  foe.  But,  alas  ! how  much  more  gladly 
would  we  use  the  feeble  means  we  possess  to  quiet 
the  ambition  of  our  adversaries,  and  lead  them  to 
justice  and  peace  ! — In  this  however  we  should  la- 
bor without  hope  : this  hope  only  is  left  us,  fchaL  by 
union  and  common  exertion,  every  man  in  his 
station,  the  American  people  can  compel  them  to 
listen  to  reason,  to  reverence  humanity  and  to  act 
lawfully.  In  this  last  expectation  we  may  be 
disappointed  ; but,  of  necessity,  must  try"  the 
experiment. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  we  are  placed  “ in  a Ftrait  be- 
twixt two.”  It  is  an  unhappy  circumstance  that 
while  we  have  so  many  just  causes  for  complaint 
against  Fng/und,  France  is  highly  culpable.-— 
But  we  must  act  as  evert’  individual  would  do, 
were  he  assaulted  by  two  persons  at  once.  He 
would  endeavor  to  separate  them,  and  firstattack 
the  one  he  believed  could  be  assailed  effectually. 
This  being  done,  he  could  devise  means  for-  an- 
noying the  other,  if  his  wrongs  were  still  unre- 
dressed. 

war! — FROM  THE  BOSTON  CENTS  NEE. 

“ The  universal  sentiment  against  a Rriiish  war 
which  prevails  among  considerate  men  of  all  parties 
in  this  section  of  the  union,  is  accompanied  bv  a na- 
tural, but  perhaps  a false  security  in  the  conviction 
of  the  impossibility  of  this  event.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  a few  brawlers  in  the  street,  and  of  some 
office  holding  editors,  we  can  find  none  who  serious- 
ly wish  to  promote  this  calamity.  It  is  evident  that 
under  the  circumstances  of  this  country,  a declara- 
tion of  war  would  be  in  effect  a license  and  a bounty 
offered  by  our  government  to  the  British  fleet  to 
scour  our  coasts — to  sweep  our  remaining  naviga- 
tion from  the  ocean,  to  annihilate  our  commerce, 
audio  4rive the  country,  by  a rapid  declension,  into 
the  state  of  poverty  and  distress  which  attended  the 
close  of  the  revolutionary  struggle.  We  are  con- 
vinced of  the  absence  of  those  exasperated  feelings 
in  the  great  body  .of  the  people  which  would  impel 
them  to  such  a conflict.  We  fathom  the  length  and 
depth  of  the  artificial  excitement,  which  is  attempt- 
ed by  men  of  desperate  fortunes  and  character,  and 
we  are  satisfied  that,  in  their  efforts  to  influence  the 
public  mind,  they  apply  their  blazing  torches  to  *. 
mountain  of  ice.  Other  considerations  come  in 
aid  of  our  confidence — The  proposed  enemy  is  in- 
vulnerable to  us,  while  we  are  on  all  sides  open  to 
assault.  The  conquest  Canada  would  be  less- 
useful  to  us  than  that  of  Nova  Zembla , and  could 
not  be  so  easily  atchieved.  Our  red  brethren  for- 
getful of  the  patriotic  “talks”  of  their  “father** 
Jefferson  would  pour  down  upon  our  frontier, 
and  our  black  brethren  would  show  themselves  net 
less  enamoured  with  the  examples  of  liberty  taught 
in  St.  Domingo  than  their  masters  are  with  those 
derived  from  its  mother  country.  New -Orleans  and 
the  Floridas  would  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Our  seaports  would  be  under  a strict  blockade,  and 
the  mouths  of  our  rivers  would  be  bridged  with  fri- 
gates. Besides  the  war  would  he  interminable,  Gr 
end  in  a surrender  on  our  part  of  the  objects  of 
contention.  If  the  British  nation,  which  now 
copes  with  a world  in  arms,  should  yield  to  us — %, 
people  destitute  of  naval  force,  and  capable  of  con- 
tact with  her  in  only  one  point ; whatever  may  fo® 
our  internal  strength,  and  national  valor  ; it  mus t 
be  through  feelings  of  complacence  and  affection, 
inspired  by  the  known  partiality  of  our  presidents, 
governors,  and  members  of  congress,  expressed  m 
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the  public  proceedings.  Secluded  from  the  world 
find  oppressed  by  taxes,  idle  for  want  of  employ- 
ment, and  indigent  because  idle,  this  once  happy 
people  would  repine  with  maddening  recollection  ol 
the  days  of  their  prosperity.  Discontent,  sedition 
and  public  commotions  would  ensue.  The  swords 
of  the  new  army  must  hot  be  suffered  to  rust  “ lot 
lack;,”  “ pf  somebody  to  hew  and  hack  and  civil 
discoi  d would  probably  finish  the  catalogue  of  evils 
arising  from  speh  a state.  A fair  experiment  has 
shewn  that  the  men  beyond  the  Potomac  who  are 
the  chief  instigators  to  war,  have  no  money  to  ap 
ply  to  this  object ; and  that  the  men  on  this  side  o' 
it,  will  not  part  with  theirs  to  accelerate  their  own 
l'uin.  It  is  no  longer  doubtful  that  the  eastern 
states,  are  invincibly  opposed  to  war,  and  that  no- 
thing shprt  of  a conscription  will  fill  an  army  for 
the  (oolish  crusade.  It  is  not  less  evident  that  our 
people  will  sooner  become  volunteers  to  dri#e  from 
power  the  men  who  shall  plunge  them  into  a ruin 
cus  war,  than  conscripts  to  carry  it  on.  Under  an 
impression  of  this  state  of  public  opinion,  confirm- 
ed by  all  we  see  and  hear  among  our  own  people, 
v/e  can  hardly,  believe  in  the  existence  of  a spirit  of 
infatuation  papable  of  urging  cur  government  to 
such  an  extremity.  The  men  whose  voice  in  con- 
gress is  for  war,  appear  to  be  acting  a theatrical 
part,  ai>d  we  impute  their  rant  ami  violence  to  their 
feelings  and  dispositions  rather  than  to  ultimate  and 
settled  purpose. 

It  is  well  to  be  prepared  for  disappointment  in 
these  calculations — It  is  well  lorusto  begin  to  think, 
how  we  shall  be  disposed  to  act , when  we  find  our- 
selves in  fact,  the  subjects  of  men  from  other  states, 
who  are  devoid  of  sympathy  tor  our  interests',  re- 
spect for  our  character,  ignorant  of  our  habits — 
Who  mock  at  our  calamity  aud  laugh  when  cur 
fear  cometh.” 

R U 51 A IJ. Iv S ON  THE  PRECEDING. 

Eyriiry  considerate  and  unprejudiced  man,  in  eve 
py  part  of  the  union,  freely  admits  we  have  just 
cause  for  wrar  with  both  the  great  belligerents,  and 
especially  England  ; whose  maritime  depredations 
are  not  only  far  more  extensive  than  those  of  her 
rival,  but  yvhp  lias  superadded  thereto  the  most  lfeg 
pant  violations  of  the  individual,  nqUonalondtcrrilo 
rial  rights1  of  the  American  people  ; matters  of  much 
higher  import  and  consequence.  But  a aftate  of  wal- 
ls desired  by  no  man  ; though  most  men  agree  it  is 
not  “ the  greatest  of  evils.”  The  thunder  storm, 
l>Dck  and  tremendous,  disturbs  the  calm  serenity  ot 
the  summer  evening,  and  sometimes  rives  the  migh- 
ty oak  to  tatters — it  comes  unwished  for,  excites 
general  apprehension  and  frequently  does  partial  da 
piagc — but  it  purges  the  atmosphere,  gives  a new 
tone,  as  it  vyer.®,  to  listless  nature,  and  promotes  the 
common  goqd-  Thus  it  may  he  with  war,  horrid 
and  dreadful  as  it  is.  The  political,  as  well  as  the 
patural  atmosphere,  may  become  turbid  and  un- 
wholesome. 

|t  is  very  certain  that  np  good  citizen  oftheynited 
States  would  wantonly  promote  a rupture  with 
Great  Britain , or  any  other  country.  The  Ameri- 
can ppop.le  will  never  wage  offensive  war  ; but  every 
feeling  of  the  heart  is  interested  to  preserve  the 
fights  pur  fathers  won  by  countless  hardships  and 
innumerable  sufferings.  Our  love  of  peace  is  known 
tp  the  world  ; nay,  so  powerful  is  the  desire  to  pre- 
serve it,  thaf  it  ha?  fyeen  tauntingly  said,  even  in  the 
hali  of  cpngrgss  that  “ ice  cannot  fye  kick'd  into 
War,*3.  Every  measure  that  Forbearance , con'd 
Revise,  has  been  resorted  to — and  we  have  suffered 
injuries,  particularly  in  tjie  stealth  of  our  citizens , 


which  no  independent  nation  ever  Submitted  to.  Em- 
bargo was  tried  : through  the  timidity  of  the  ..loth 
congress,  excited  by  the  insolent  clamors  of  a small, 
but  wicked,  portion  of  the  people,  aided  by  the 
inefficient- v ol  the  laws  for  enforcing  it,  it  failed  ol  its 
foreign  operation.  Since  that  time  we  have  virtually 
submitted,  and  thereby  only  lengthened  the  chain 
of  encroachment.  As  has  been  before  observed,  we 
are  driven  into  a corner,  and  must  surrender  at  the 
discretion  of  a wicked  aijd  unprincipled  enemy,  or 
hew  our  way  out  of  it — the  hazard  of  life  itself  is 
preferable  to  the  certain  loss  of  all  that  makes  it  de- 
sirable. 

“ In  the  unprofitable  contest  of  trying  who  can 
do  each  other  the  most  hai  rii,”  as  Mr.  Jefferson  has 
emphatically  described  war,  this  gloomy  satisfaction 
results — that  we  can  do  Great  Britain  more  essential 
injury  than  another  Europe  could  additionally  heap 
upon  her ; for  we  have  greater  means  of  annoyance 
than  all  that  continent  possesses  in  our  seamen  and 
'kipping;  not  calculated,  it  is  true,  to  “A  elsonize 
the  main”  but  to  annihilate  her  commerce,  the  ve- 
ry sinews  of  the  existence  of  her  government.* — 
Our  coasts  may  be  scoured,  and  regular  trade  be 
destroyed.  But  many  Paul  Jones'  will  rise,  and 
vvhii  hersoever  a keel  can  go,  just  retaliation  shall 
check  the  enemy’s  career.  They  who  make  the 
“ Falkland  islands”  a resting  place,  and  pursue  the 
whale  to  the  antipodes,  wiil  gather  nutmegs  at  Arn- 
bofna  and  find  sugar  on  the  shores  of  Jamaica.  No 
sea  will  be  “ unvexed”  with  their  enterpnzes  ; and 
the  whole  navy  of  Britain,  if  applied  to  ro  other  pur- 

* “ By  an  examination  of  the  reconi's  of  the  three  counties  ol' Suf- 
folk, Essex,  and  Middlesex,  (which  comprise  the  ports  of  Boston, 
Salem,  Beverly,  Newburyport,  Marblehead,  Gloucester,  Haverhill 
and  Ipswich)  it  appears  tiiat  there,  were  taken,  brought  in,  and  li- 
belled in  the  maritime  court  of  those  three  counties,  during  the  last 
war,  109a  vessels  with  their  cargoes,  and  thirteen  cargo,  s,  (which 
had  been  taken  from  vessels  probably  unloaded  at  sea,  and  abandon- 
ed after  capture)  making  in  the  whole  1108.  It  has  been  stated  by 
a British  premier,  in  his  place  in  the  British  parliament,  that  the 
number  of  vessels  belonging  to  Great  Britain  in  1774,  was  6219 
sail,  of  which  3908  were  British  built,  and  2311  American  built.x- 
What  havoc,  then,  does  it  appear,  that  these  fishermen  made  among- 
the  British  merchantmen  t above  a sixth  of" all  their  vessels  were 
brought  by  these  people,  as  prizes  into  the  markets  of  the  United 
States,  with  cargoes  to  an  immense  ankmn : > composed  of  every  spe- 
cies of  military  and  domestic  supply,  in  a season  of  die  utmost 
emergency,  it  appears,  toy,  that  these  prizes  were  no  less  than 
two-sevenths  of  all  the  British  built  ships  of  that  nation.  But  the 
enquiry  goes  further.  The  opinions  of  the  most  candy!  and  best 
informed  estimators,  founded  on  careful  enquiry,  countenance  the 
presumption,  that  fifty-five  per  cent,  of  all  the.  vessels  captured  by 
the  people  of  Massachusetts^  during  the  war,  were  re-taken  before 
arrival  ; so  that  there  is  the  utmost  probability,  that  the  whole 
number  of  vessels  which  were  captured  by  the  shipping  of  these 
three  counties,  was  2450  sail.  How  great  a derangement  w as  this 
to  the  British  commerce,  and  how  heavy  must  have  been  the  ex- 
pense of  the  salvage  paid  to  the  rt -captors  ? liow  great  the  num- 
icr  of  marine  prisoners  ? Hqw  serious  the  interruption  to  the 
manning  of  their  navy 

Coxe's  View  of  the  U,  States— page  346. 

It  may  be  urged,  that  the  situation  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Eu- 
rope generally,  has  materially  altered  since  1774,  and  that  she  had 
not  at  that  time  the  naval  supremacy  she  boasts  of  at  present.— 
Admitted— but,  she  had  not  then  half  so  great  a line  of  coast  to 
guard,  and  her  commerce  has  increased  in  a greater  proportion 
than  her  navy.  The  fleets  of  her  enehfies,  ’though  shut  up  in  their 
harbors,  are  not  annihilated.  The  French  navy,  chiefly  ready  for 
sea,  carries  9,426  guns  (see  Weekly  Register.  No.  36,  page  166.)— 
It  must  be  watched  by  a force  far  more  powerful  than  itself, -Jest  it 
§hould  escape.  Many  other  powers,  also,  require  to  be  watched  ; 
nay,  the  very  shores  of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  herself,  must  be 
s trongly  guarded.  The  force  she  sent  against  us  in  the  revolution- 
ary war  cannot  be  doubled  by  her  utmost  exertion,  and  her  com- 
merce will  be  four  times  as  much  exposed.  But.  what  is  our  com- 
parative capacity  to  injure  her?  I11  1776  we  had  only  15,000 sea- 
men, and  198,000  tons  of  shipping.  In  1812  we  have  80,000  able 
seamen  and  from  40  to  50,000  half  seamen,  and  a million  and 
an  half  of  tons  of  shipping.  The  tonnage  of  vessels  built  in  the 
U nited  States  in  1810,  was  equal  to  three-fifths  of  all j we  possessed 
when  the  war  for  independence  began.  In  1774  we  had  no  fbun- 
tlerics  or  manufactories  of  cannon,  small  arms  and  ammunition. 
In  1812  w e are  amply  supplied  w ith  all  these  tilings,  and  can  in- 
crease their  quantity  to  any  extent' 'demanded.  One  hundred  ves- 
sels of  from  16  to  ’24  guns  each,,  from  the  augmented  population 
and  resources  of  these  states,  could  be  easier  sent  to  sea,  prepared 
for  the  most  during  enterprises,  at  this  thug,  than  halt  a dozen 
ill  1775.  ' ' ">  ' £&  ' 
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pose,  will  be  incompetent  to  the  protection  of  her  vast ; would  nullify  his  boast,  “that  be  has  not  lost  an 


possessions  and  commerce.  To  us  she  is  the  most 
vulnerable  of  all  nations — we  can  successfully  at 
tack  her  at  home  and  abroad.  War  will  deprive 
her  of  an  immense  stock  of  raw  materials,  on  the 
manufacture  and  application  of  which  so  great  a 
portion  of  her  population  depends  for  subsistence  ;* 
and,  in  despite  of  smugglers,  the  ingress  of  her  ma- 
nufactures will  be  denied,  for  a state  of  activity  and 
exertion  far  different  from  that  at  present  made  use 
of,  will  be  arrayed  against  them.  Already  are  her 
laboring  poor  in  a state  of  general  disaffection  for  the 
want  of  bread  and  lack  of  employment.  The  rhili 
tary  power  is  daily  made  use  of  to  keep  them  in 
subordination.  To  what  extremes  might  the  tlespe 
ration  of  the  starving  wretches  lead  them,  if  to  their 
present  privations  were  added  those  which  must  en- 
sue from  a war  with  these  states  ? 

The  conquest  of  Canada  will  be  of  the  highest 
importance  to  us  in  distressing  our  enemy — in  cut- 
ting off  his  supplies  of  provisions  and  naval  stores 
for  his  West  India  colonies  and  home  demand. 
There  is  no  place  from  whence  he  can  supply  the 
mighty  void  that  would  he  occasioned  by  the  loss  of 
this  country,  as  well  in  his  exports  as  imports.  It 
would  operate  upon  him  with  a double  force  : it 
would  deprive  him  of  a va^t  quantity  of  indispensa- 
ble materials  (as  well  as  of  food)  and  close  an  exten- 
sive market  for  his  manufactures. (f  see  the  note.) — 
On  its  retention  depends  the  prosperity  of  the  West 
India  islands. — At  war  with  the  United  Slates,  and 
divested  of  supplies  of  lumber  and  provisions  from 
Canada , their  commere  would  be  totally  ruined  ; and 
it  is  of  far  more  importance  to  the  British  govern 
inent  than  all  their  possessions  in  the  East . Besides  it 


* NEW-YORK,  May  26.— Orders  in  Council.  In  the  British 
house  of  commons  on  the  17th  ult.  while  the  orders  in  council 
were  under  discussion,  in  reply  to  tin;  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
a part  of  whose  speech  we  gave  in  a former  number  of  this  Ga- 
zette, 

Mr.  Brougham  observed,  “ about  Birmingham  there  were  about 
70,000  people  employed,  who,  if  they  were  turned  oft' by  their  em- 
ployers, could  never  again  be  Supplied,  as  they  were  persons  who 
depended  more  on  their  skill  than  strength  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
trades.  The  masters,  therefore,  choose  rather  to  retain  them  on 
small  wages, at  a considerable  loss,  than  lose  them  altogether.  Their 
wages,  however,  which  used  to  be  f rom  twenty-five  to  thirty-live 
shillings  per  week,  were  now  down  to  twelve.  In  Manchester. 
Sheffield,  and  the  cloth  and  spinning  district,  where  so  much  skill 
was  not  required  in  the  workman,  the  masters  turned  them  olf 
at  pleasure  ; and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  poor  rates  which 
were  at  Manchester  6s.  5d.  in  the  pound,  were  now  as  high  as  10s. 
6d. ; 25,000  people,  in  fact’the  one-fourth  of  the  population  of  that 
great  town,  were  paupers.  It  was  asked,  where  was  the  /cinedv 
for  this.  He  ansu  ered,  in  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council, in  the 
opening  of  the  Amtricen  market.  He  confessed  that  the  distur- 
bances were  to  be  greatly  deplored,  much  to  be  blamed,  and  by- 
no  means  to  be  encouraged  ; but  the  house  should  not  stand  in  any 
harsh  or  unbending  posture  towards  those  unfortunate  sufferers. 
The  honorable  gentleman  then  used  many  arguSnents,  and  produc- 
ed some  precedents,  to  prove  that  England  had  qu  other  occasions 
been  engaged  in  discussing  the  propriety  of  an  extension  of  our 
belligerent  rights  and  pretensions.  He  then  called  pn  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  to  open  his  eyes  to  the  ruin  into  which  he  was 
hurrying  the  country,  and  to  the  fatal  consequences  of  a war  with 
America.  The  reality,  not  the  prediction  of  distress,  arising  out 
ot  the  orders  in  council,  and  breathed  forth  in  trie  cries  ant!  groans 
of  a petitioning  nation,  ought  to  warn  him  from  proceeding  in 
those  measures  w hich  had  already  proved  the  curse  of  the  country. 
B ..t  t!ie  right  lion,  gentleman  might  depend  upon  it.  that  he  would 

not  be  suffered  to  continue  this  system. However  unpalatable 

predictions  were  to  him,  lie  had  no  hesitation  to  foretell,  that  the 
people  of  England  would  not  permit  him  fo  do  that,  which  even 
Mr.  Pitt,  greatly  tempted  as  he  was  to  it,  dared  not  attempt, 
t From  a London  paper  of  October  17,  1809. 
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inch  of  territory.  ” Canada  and  Nov  a Scotia,  if 
not  fully  conquered  immediately,  may  be  rendered 
useless  to  him  in  a few  weeks.  Without  them,  and 
particularly  the  latter,  he  cannot  maintain  those 
terrible  fleets  on  our  coast  that  we  are  threatened 
with,  or  “bridgu”  our  harbors  with  frigates,  admit- 
ting he  may  have  no  use  for  them  to  defend  his  oven 
shores  ; for  he  will  not  have  a dock  yard,  lilting  the 
purposes  of  his  navy,  within  riOOO  miles  of  us. 

“ Our  red  brethren3’  will  soon  be  taught  to  wish 
they  had  remembered  the  talks  of  their  “ father  Jef. 
ferson and  of  all  other  persons  who  advised  them 
to  peace.  Upper  Canada,  at  least,  would  be  irnrne 
diately  and  completely  in  our  possession.  Tiie  Pan- 
dora boxes  at  Amherstburg  and  Malden  would  be 
closed,  and  all  the  causes  of  th e present  murders  of 
the  savages  would  cease  ; for  they  make  neither 
guns  wot  gun  powder,  being  at  this  time  supplied 
from  the  “ king's  stores'’  at  these  places,  and  urged 
to  the  work  of  death  by  “ his  majesty’s  agents” 
with  liberal  rewards  and  more  libera!  promises.  To 
our  mind  ther  e are  facts  “ as  strong  as  proofs  from 
holy  writ,”  to  convince  us  that  all  eur  difficulties 
with  the  Indians  originated  with  the  British  in  Cana- 
da. Our  “black  brethren”  have  heretofore  been  tri- 
ed. When  Great  Britain  had  full  fobting  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  ( which  she  never  will  attempt  to  take,  again) 
the  very  charitable  attempt  of  exciting  the  slaves  to 
cut  the  throats  of  their  masters,  was  fairly  but  fruit- 
lessly made.  These  allies , (the  saiYiges and  negroes) 
were  used  to  the  utmost  stretch  of  British  influence 
in  the  former  war,  without  producing  those  sp/enc/ni 
effects  which  an  accursed  ministry  anticipated.  We 
call  them  accursed  for  using  such  unhallowed  means 
to  accomplish  their  purposes:  But,  pet  haps,  the 
tools  were  befitting  the  design  of  exterminating  the 

REBELS.” 

JSew  Orleans,  even  if  it  should  pass  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  cannot  be  held  by  him  ; and  he  will 
not  attempt  to  take  it  unless  he  has  forgotten  the 
ff  aleheren  expedition.  The  physical  force  of  the 
western  section  of  the  country  is  too  great  to  per- 
mit it,  even  if  unaided  bv  their  fellow  citizens  of  the 
Atlantic  states.  A greater  armv  than  Great  Bri- 
tain ever  had  in  the  United  States,  could  not  hold 


as  we  shall  presently  perceive  by  the  lollotvuig  estimates,  which 
cannot  be  much  over  or  under  the  truth 
Tors  and  skins  l.  lc.yooo  0 

Wheat,  all  (tther  grain,  corn  and  biscuit  116,500  0 

Lumber  of  all  descriptions  486,500  0 

Pot  and  pearl  ashes  223,000  0 

Beef  and  pork  30,' -00  o 

Sundries  (too  tedious  to  particularize)  16,000  0 

The  hulls,  masts  and  yards  of  88  vessels  built  in 
the  province 


Total  of  domestic  produce 
Sundry  goods  imported  and  exported 


Commissions  and  additional  charges  at  7 1-2  per 
cent,  sttrling 


34,000  0 


1,134,000  0 
4,780  0 


1,185,780  0 
85,183  0 


1. 1,220,963  0 

The  amount  of  imports  of  dutiable  articles  at  Quebec  is  about 
330,000  pounds  sterling.  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the.  value  of 
goods  not  dutiable,  but  we  may  safely  conclude  that  the  total  of 
imports  will  be  one  million  steiiiug;,  leaving  a balance  in  favor 
of  these  provinces,  which  but  a few" years  ago,  would  have  appear- 
ed incredible-  This  property  is  can-ltd  by  661  vessels,  whose  ton- 
j?wW«o  ok  . •'  ------ aage  is  148  893, 'navigated'  by  6,758  seamen.  The  freight  and 

L.rt.  act  cj  letter..  1 he  population  of  Canada,  m a<oO,  was  reck-  primage  on  these  vessels  are  ninegui 


. u-  - - 0.uneas  per  ton,  being  1,359,783/. 

,. , . k'vr  exceeded  two  million  10a.  sterling,  which  without  taking  into  consideration  the  charges 

of  Im;es_tournoise, about  90,0001.)  The  imports  must  have  greatly  jin  Britain,' will  make  the  gross  of  our  cargoes  landed,  exceed 


oiled  at  62,000  souls,  whiledier  exoortsne 


exceeded  the  exports— but  not  even  a Conjecture  cyi'  the  difference 
can  be  formed.  The  present  population  t»f  the  Canadas  may  be 
rated  at  326,000  soufs  ; but  great  as  this  augmentation  may  appear, 
commerce  will  be  found  ^ 1 ' ’ 1 

ratio  of  the  population, 

From 


being  about  a tenth  of  the  imports  of  ihe 


3,000,000  pound  sterling 
united  kingdom. 

..  „ [Furthei — in  1802  there  wt're  exported  from  Canada,  1,010.000 

have  greatly  surpassed  the  proportional ; bushels  of  wheat,  38,000  barrels  of  flour,  and  32.000  cwr. 'of  biscuit. 

The  present  value  of  these  articles,  alone,  in  England,  at  this  time, 
700,000  pounds  sterling'.  The  country  is 
lore  at  present,  and  at  such  a time 


1°  1 V'3  ,tie  exports  maybe  varied  from  120,000/.  to  I would  amount  to  nearly  700,00 
300,000/.  chudfy  of  wheal,  furs  and  jultry.  but  during  the  last  (capable  of  doing  a great  deal  o 
*“>var3  they  Lave  increased  to  trie  surprising  sum  of  1,220,963/.  lOj.  ‘as  this  the  loss  of  it  would  be  4 


severely  felt.} 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER TWO  VIEWS  OF  WAR, 


210 


ing  a cogent  reason  for  desiring,  as  speedy  an  an- 
New-Orleans.  The  climate  alone  would  annihilate 
it,  pent  up  and  harrassed,  and  straitened  for  sup- 
flics,  as  it  tvould  be,  from  the  active  indignation  ol 
a gallant,  hardy  and  adventurous  people.  But  a 


and  the  contest  itself  will  create  new  sources  of 
emolument.  Some  changes  in  the  habits  of  the  peo- 
ple on  the  sea  board  (a  small  part,  of  our  population) 
may  take  place  ; but  there  will  be  nothing  terrible 
in  them.  Our  agriculturalists  will  have  a steady 


million  of  persons  are  immediately  interested  in  the  land  better  market  at  home  : of  this  we  are  easily 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi;  and  like  the  tor-  assured  when  we  reflect,  that  all  our  provision';  ex- 
rent of  their  own  mighty  river  would  descend  with  [ported  have  not  produced  more  than  paid  for  the  fo- 
il force  irresistable,  sweeping  every  thing  before ire/gn  liquors  we  consumed.  [See  Wreki.y  Regis- 


thein.  Certain  parts  of  Florida  the  enemy  might 
take,  and,  perhaps,  he  permitted  to  hold;  because 
he  would  retain  them  at  a greater  injury  to  himself 
than  to  us. 

The  war  will  not  last  long.  Every  scheme  of  tax- 
ation has  already  been  resorted  to  in  Great  Britain. 
Every  means  have  been  tried  to  sustain  the  credit  of 
her  immense  paper  currency.  The  notes  of  the 
hank  of  England  are  28  per  cent . below  their  nominal 
value.  A war  with  the  United  States  will  add  a 
third  to  her  present  expenditures,  at  least  ; and,  in 
a like  proportion  render  her  unable  to  bear  them. — 
Her  revenue  will  decrease  as  her  expences  incr  ease  ; 
for  she  will  iose  all  the  export  and  import  du- 
ties she  levied  on  goods  sent  to  or  received  from  the 
United  States,  and  all  her  resources,  built  upon 
commerce  will  be  fluctuating  and  uncertain.  She 
willbe assailed  on  that  elementshearrogantly  assumes 
as  her  own,  and  be  perplexed  in  a thousand  new 
forms,  by  a people,  as  brave  and  more  enterprising 
and  ingenious  than  any  she  can  boast  of.i  Her 
seamen  once  landed  upon  our  shores,  as  prisoners 
or  otherwise,  will  not  return  to  her;  and  her  na- 
val officers  will  rarely  feel  themselves  safe  from  mu- 
tiny whiie  hovering  on  our  coasts.  It  is  considered 
lawful  in  war  to  encourage  such  enterprizes  ; and 
her  impressed  seamen,  sure  of  our  asylum,  with 
“ peace,  liberty  and  safety,*’  will  retort  upon  their 
oppressors  some  of  the  pangs  they  have  suffered. — 
Tens  of  thousands  of  her  former  subjects,  natives 
of  generous  and  oppressed  Erin , will  remember  the 
conflagration  of  their  cottages  and  the  murder  oftheir 
friend and  vie  with  each  other  to  avenge  their 
wrongs  : and  Britain,  to  preserve  herself,  will  be 
compelled  to  honest  peace. 

During  the  war  there  will  be  ample  employment 
for  all.  Some  part  of  the  labor  and  capital  of  the 
United  Stales,  at  present  devoted  to  commerce,  will 
be  directed  to  objects  calculated  to  seal  the  indepen 
derice  of  the  country,  in  the  establishment  of  a thou 
sand  works,  needful  to  the  supply  of  our  wants. — 
Many  years  must  elapse  before  any  shall,  of  neces 
sity,  be  idle  because  he  cannot  find  enough  to  do  ; 


$ The  wha!ir.;r  ship  Warren,  captain  Eliphalet  Halsey,  arrived  at 
Sag  Harbor,  New-York,  from  the  coast  of  Patagonia,  with  1850 
barrels  of  oil.  It  is  rather  a singular  circumstance,  that  the  War- 
ren’s crew  consisted  entirely  of  unmarried  men,  not  one  of  whom 
had  arrived  at  the  age  of  30  years— the  captain  being’  only  23. 
Considering’  the  nature  of  the  voyage,  it  is,  indeed  a rare  instance 
of  youthful  American  enterprise. 

i A New-England  farmer  having  finished  his  attention  to  autum- 
nal  duties,  thought  of  going  to  Europe  to  dispose  of  the  timber 
cut  from  his  last  ntnv  Jielrf,  ns  captain  and  owner  of  his  sloop.  His 
eldest  sons  received  the  following  orders,  to  be  observed  during  his 
absence ; “ John  you  may  work  in  the  smith’s  shop  till  you  have 
iron  shod  the  plough  and  the  cart-wheels  you  have  made,  after 
which  you  may  either  build  a saw  or  a grist-mill  for  yourself,  on 
your  own  place.  If  I should  not  return  in  three  months,  you  may' 
repair  and  adjust  the  old  quadrant,  aiid  take  charge  of  the  old  sloop, 
after  you  have  new  decked  her.  Joseph  will  help  you  spin  the  new 
the  sloop  will  want,  after  he  has  finished  the  loons  for  your 


mother  to  weave  a top-sail ; on  which,  after  turning  the  rounds  for 
the  spinning-wheel,  he  may  plough  the  old  field,  and  then  go  on  a 
voyage  to  Labrador  for  cod,  or  a whaling  to  Falkland’s  Island,  just, 
as  he  likes.  You  must  take  command  of  the  sloop  yourself,  load  her 
for  the  West  Indies,  unless  you  find  that  governor  Phillips’s  last 
prices  will  do  for  young  stock  and  provisions,  if  so,  go  to  New  Hof 
land,  and  I shall  be  home,  God  willing,  to  welcome  your  return 
My  son  Joseph  it  is  time  to  leave  off  making  wooden  clocks  and 
diddles  ; tan  the  hides  and  make  shoes  for  the  family.”  This  is  not 


ter,  vol.  I.  p.  420J  Instead  of  sending  tobuccot 
(the  most  wretched  crop  of  all  others  ever  raised) 
to  the  fluctuating  markets  of  Europe,  we  will  fur- 
nish ourselves,  and  (in  a short  time)  the  whole 
world,  with  wool  ; and  apply  the  extra  laborers 
lo  its  manufacture — a state  of  things  that  will  have 
a powerful  tendency  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  unfortunate  negro,  equally  profitable  to  his  mas- 
ter. The  bonds  which  fasten  us  to  Europe  will  be 
broken,  and  our  trade  and  future  intercourse  with 
her  be  materially  and  beneficially  changed. 

The  political  atmosphere  being  purged,  a greater 
degree  of  harmony  will  exist ; and  the  regenerated 
spirit  of  freedom  will  teach  us  to  love,  to  cherish 
and  support  our  unparalleled  system  of  government, 
as  with  the  mind  of  one  man.  The  hydra  party, 
generated  by  foreign  feelings,  will  die  in  agonies. 
The  “ new  army”  will  be  chiefly  employed  in  the 
conquered  countries,  or  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  s.ta_tes,  generally,  be  confided  to  the 
people  themselves,  who  are  not  “ their  own  worst 
enemies.”  Neither  the  men  beyond  “the  Poto- 
mac,” nor  on  this  side  of  that  river,  are  the  instiga- 
tors of  the  war — the  causes  for  it  exist  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  cabinet  of  St.  James* , nourished  and 
cherished  by  the  false  hopes  tfyey  entertain  of  the 
strength  of  “ their  party  ” in  the  United  States. 

Money  will  not  be  wanting.  The  people  will 
freely  supply  it  when  there  is  need  for  it.  Our 
country  is  rich.  Our  resources  are  great.  Our 
specie  is  abundant,  and  will  greatly  increase  by 
opening  a direct  trade  with  Mexico  ;§  and  so  serve 
ourselves  and  the  patriots  of  that  country  by  fur- 
nishing them  with  arms  and  ammunition  and  stores, 
and  enable  them  to  drive  out  their  many-headed 
tyrant.  Numerous  hardy  volunteers,  as  true  as  ever 
pulled  a trigger,  will  flock  to  their  standard,  from 
the  western  states — and  encourage  in  them  an  affec- 
tion for  this  government  and  teach  them  how  free 
men  should  fight. 

But  the  money  drawn  from  the  people,  either  by 
loans  or  moderate  taxes,  wdll  not  moulder  away 
and  perish;  it  will  immediately  revert  to  them,  and 
always  be  ready,  by  a perpetual  motion,  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  government.  In  fact,  the  great 
probability  is,  that  money  will  be  much  more  plen- 
ty, as  the  common  saying  is,  in  a state  of  war  than 
it  is  at  this  time.. 

The  great  body  of  the  people  in  the  “eastern 
states”  prefer  their  own  government  to  any  other — 
they  will  be  faithful  to  the  constitution,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, herself,  though  it  was  said  that  on  the  late 
election  of  her  chief  magistrate  depended  the  mo- 
mentous question  of  peace  or  of  wrar,  it  seems,  that 
Mr  Strong  is  barely  elected,  if  elected  at  all.  Yet, 
without  reference  to  this  high  import  given  to  the 
choice  of  the  citizens,  and  notwithstanding  he  was 
as  warmly  opposed,  Mr.  Strong  was  once  before 
elected  governor  of  Massachusetts.  On  the  present 


$ New-York , May  24.— Arrived,  barque  Columbus,  Clark.  IQ  days 
from  New-Orioans.  May  1G,  in  the  Gulph,  lat.  27, 15,  was  boarded 
by  the  British  frigate  De  Costa,  from  Vera  Cruz  bound  to  England. 

, ...  ...  . . • Informed  that  the  fcatxioto  had  stopped  all  communication  with  the 

beyond  tn.;  character  of  the  people,  however  it  may  agree,  in  the  Maine,  and  seized  upon  eight  millions  of  dollars  that  was  iutentfed 
upmutias  with  any  known  incident;.  - tq  he  shipped,  tp  Spaip.  r 
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occasion  the  exertions  of  his  friends  were  greater 
than  ever.  Nor  will  a “ conscription”  be  necessa- 
ry to  supply  the  regular  troops  or  militia.  The 
ranks  of  the  former  are  filling  with  great  rapidity ,f 
anti  the  requisition  of  the  latter,  it  appears,  may  be 
chiefly  composed  of  volunteers.  In  Lexington 
where  the  first  blood  was  shed  in  the  war  for  inde- 
pendence, a draft  was  made  to  ascertain  who  should 
not  serve  ; and  the  town  immediately  voted  a bounty 
of  six  dollars  with  the  addition  of  ten  dollars  month- 
ly pay  to  those  called  into  actual  service.  “ 1 he 
cradle  of  the  revolution”  cannot  become  the  sin/c  of 
disaffection — and  men  will  be  found  that  followed 
Arnold  through  the  then  howling  wilderness  who,  a 
second  time,  will  set  themselves  down  belore  Quebec, 
in  force  and  irresistable  power. 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  article  from  the  Centinel 
fa  of  itself  sufficiently  odious.  It  is  of  a-piece  with  the 
mission  of  John  Henry  ; it  comes  from  tne  same 
spirit,  and  would  have  the  same  issue.  It  needs  on- 
ly to  be  seen  to  be  hated.  It  springs  from  a feeling 
that  must  be  eradicated  ; & feeling  that  existed  in 
1776,  and  threatened  the  congress  of  that  day  with 
dreadful  things  : — the  “ snake  was  scorch’d  not 
kill’d,”  and  the  ill-advis edreturnfromHalifax  in  1783 
gave  body  and  substance,  with  activity  and  force,  to 
it — and  trade  and  commerc.e,gold  and  intrigue,  have 
so  metamorphosed  some  people  in  theUnitedStates, 
that  (as  Mr.  Pickerm’g  said  on  another  occasion) 
“ it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  them  from  English 
inen.”jj  This  hydra  talks  of  Washington  and  calm- 
proposes  a separation  of  the  states — it  preaches 
morality  and  order,  and  speaks  of  a resistance  to 
the  laws  ! Such  sentiments,  however,  though  loud- 
ly expressed,  are  held  by  a very  contemptible  por- 
tion of  thcpeople  , they  will  be  eradicated  by  the 
war,  and  their  eradication  will  indemnify  the  ex 
pence  of  it.  The  disaffected  are  far  less  numerous 
than  they  were  in  1776:  and  they  may  depend  upon 
it  there  will  be  no  second  return  for  such  from  Nova 
Scot  io. 


Our  Relations  with  France. 

The  despatches  received  by  the  Hornet  from  Mr.  Barlow,  our 
minister  in  France,  were  laid  before  congress  on  Tuesday,  by  a 
message  from  the  president,  accompanied  \\  ith  tine  instructions  from 
the  department  of  state.  They  are  of  so  great  a length  as  to  ren- 
der their  insertion  in  this  number  impracticable,  from  the  late  hour 
at  which  we  received  them.  The  following  is  the  substance  of  Mr. 
Barlow’s  correspondence,  which,  with  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, shall  be  published  at  length  in  our  next. 

No.  1.  is  dated  Paris,  Sept.  29,  18J1.  Announces  his  arrival  in 
the  capital,  notices  that  he  had  been  treated  in  a polite  and  very 
friendly  manner  ; and  gives  reason  to  hope  tor  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment on  the  return -of  the  emperor,  at  that  time  in  Holland. 

N)o.  2.  is  dated  Oct.  29.  The  emperor  iiajl  not  returned,  and  no- 
thing had  been  done* 

No.  3.  of  the  21st  Nov.  States  that  the  duke  of  Bassano,  the 
minister  for  foreign  relations,  had  returned  to  Paris  on  the  9th  of 
that  month,  and  that  in  an  interview  with  him,  was  informed  that 
the.  emperor’s  councils  of  commerce  ami  of  state  were  engaged  in 
discussing  the  principal  points  of  Mr.  Barlow's  note  of  the  10th  of 
that  month.  [ This  note  is  published  at  length  below,'} 

No.  4.  is  dated  Dec.  19.  It  encourages  a hope  of  being  able 
to  terminate  the  business  finally,  but  complains  of  unreasonable 
delay. 

No.  5.  with  one  of  its  enclosures,  is  inserted  below.  The  other 
{enclosure  communicates  information  of  the  release  of  23  American 
sailors  that  Dant/.ic  had  comprised  (by  mistake)  in  a levy  it  had 
made  for  France  ; heretofore  noticed  in  the  Register.  They  were 
plaat*  at  the  disposition  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Kp- 
cIkIT. 

f Captain  Harris  raised  his  troop  of  dragoons, 
consisting  of  100  men,  in  a few  days  in  Boston. 

II  A letter  “ from  a gentleman  in  Onandaga  county,  to  Thomas 
Jl.  Gold,  esq.  member  of  congress,  at  Washington,”  published  in  the 
c‘  Orange  county  Patriot,”  contains  these  expressions : 

“ I pray  you  to  see  and  watch  the  square  requests  of  England. 
The  little  spot  on  which  the  Gods  have  lain  a supporting  hand,  is 
an  important  spot  to  every  clime.  As  soon  would  i thrust  the  dag- 
ger in  the  dear  bosom  of  jn’j  draw  the  sword  cn  England," 


No.  6, 7 and  8 are  not  yet  printed— they  would  seem  to  beunim-* 
portant. 

No.  9,  of  the  16th  March,  states  nothing  as  to  a treaty  had  been 
done.  But  mentions  that  the  judgment  of  condemnation  on  seve- 
ral American  vesse  ls  were  ordered  for  revision ; at  id  presents  a 
favorable  aspect. 

No.  JO,  is  dated  the  22nd  of  April,  Mr.  Barlow  says,  “ I am 
obliged  at  last  to  dismiss  the  Hornet  without  the  expected  treaty”— 
and  adds — *’  1 shall  not  venture  to  detain  the  Wasp  more  than  two 
or  t hree  weeks.  And  1 hope  by  that  time  to  base  something  de- 
cisive to  forward  by  her.” 

(FT From  the  preceding  brief  notes  and  the  documents  that  fol- 
low, a tolerably  correct  idea  may  be  gathered  of  the  existing  state 
of  things.  All  of  these  letters  are  addressed  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

[Inclosed  in  No.  3.] 

MR.  BARLOW  TO  THE  DURE  OF  BASSANO. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr,  Barlow  to  the  duke  of 
Bassano. 

Irakis,  10th  November,  1811. 

“ For  all  these  considerations  and  others  which  I 
have  had,  the  honor  to  explain  to  your  excellency 
in  conversation,  I am  confident  that  I shall  urge 
nothing  contrary  to  the  true  interests  of  France* 
when  I propose  that  his  majesty  the  emperor  and 
king  should  order  a prompt  and  effectual  execution 
of  the  arrangement  of  the  5th  of  August  and  21st 
of  November,  in  the  true  and  liberal  spirit  in  which 
it  was  proposed,  so  that  the  privations  which  the 
United  States  imposed  upow  themselves,  by  exclu- 
ding the  productions  of  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
pendencies, should  as  far  as  circumstances  will  al- 
low be  compensated  by  a free  access  to  those  of  the. 
continent  of  Europe,  and  that  they  may  carry 
thither  such  means  of  purchasing  those  produc- 
tions as  their  own  #oil  and  industry,  those  q»  other 
neutral  nations,  and  those  of  the  French  colonies, 
will  furnish.” 

**  Should  his  majesty  adopt  this  principle,  the 
means  of  arriving  at  the  end  are  so  obvious  that  it 
will  not  greatly  add  to  the  length  of  this  note,  il  l 
here  point  them  out.  First,  let  the  Americans  ships 
and  cargoes  now  under  seizur  e,  capture  or  seques- 
tration, and  the  proceeds  pf  such  as  have  been  £oldv 
which  are  now  reserved  for  the  party  having  right, 
be  immediately’  restored  to  their  owners,  and  they 
declared  free  to  depart  therewith  for  their  country. 
This  article  is  not  intended  to  embrace  any  thing  but 
genuine  American  property  as  protected  by  the 
acknowledged  law  of  nations.” 

“ Second , such  property  acknowledged  to  be 
American,  as  has  been  confiscated  and  no  longer 
in  a state  to  be  restored,  will  remain  to  be  paid  for 
in  some  manner  the  least  onerous  to  the  French 
treasury,  to  be  determined  on  bv  a separate  conven- 
tion.” 

“ Third , a signification  ofhis  majesty’s  pleasure, 
if  such  it  be,  to  form  a new  commercial  treat}’  with 
the  United  States,  on  principles  of  reciprocity  ho.tfi 
with  respect  to  the  rate  of  duties  (as  tar  as  the  dif- 
ferent nature  of  the  objects  of  our  mutual  commerce 
will  permit)  and  the  facility  of  buying  and  selling, 
entering  and  departing  with  such  articles  as  shall  be 
agreed  on,  the  produce  of  their  respective  countries, 
coloryes,  territories  and  dependencies.” 

One  principal  reason  why  a system  of  this  kind 
has  been  deterred  so  loug,  has  doubtless  been  the 
difficulty  of  distinguishing  American  from  English 
property,  and  of  ascertaining  the  origin  of  produce. 
We  regret  as  much  as  you  can  the  frauds  that  have 
been  committed  in  this  respect : our  honor,  as  well 
as  interest  is  concerned  in  suppessing  them.  We 
are  ready  to  enact  anti  in  filet  penalties,  and  agree 
with  the  I'Yenph  government  on  the  mar  ks,  signals 
and  other  measures  most  proper  to  attain  the  end.” 

“I  beg  your  excellency  not  to  consider  it  impro- 
per or  indiscreet  in  tne  close  thjs  note  suggest- 
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swer  to  the  principal  propositions  as  the  other 
weighty  concerns  of  your  department  will  admit. — ! 
The  frigate  which  brought  me  to  France  is  detain  j 
ed  only  for  this  answer.  Congress  is  now  begin- 
ning its  session,  and  the  president  will  be  anxious 
to  lay  before  it  as  early  as  possible  the  result  of  these 
propositions  : and  it  has  happened  unluckily  that. 
my  arrival  here  at  the  moment  of  the  emperor’s  de- 
parture has  already  occasioned  consideiable  loss  of 
time.” 

(No.  5.) 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  secretary 

of  state. 

Paris,  Dec.  31,  1811. 

**  I have  now  the  honor  to  send  you  the  answer 
Of  the  duke  of  Bassano  to  my  note  of  the  10th  of 
November,  accompanied  by  a triplicate  copy  of  that 
note. 

“ This  answer  if  understood  in  its  most  liberal 
sense,  may  doubtless  be  considered  full  and  satisfac 
tory  as  a basis  for  the  future  commercial  relations 
between  the  two  countries  ; for  we  can  ask  nothing- 
better  than  a perfect  reciprocity  of  advantages  in 
those  relations.  But  although  an  official  declara 
tion  of  the  emperor’s  intention  and  readiness  to 
conclude  a treaty  on  such  principles  may  be  fairly 
taken  as  an  adoption  of  the  principles  ; yet  consi 
dering  the  irritation  of  the  public  mind  in  the 
United  States,  arising  from  recent  injuries,  and  the 
difficulty  with  which  it  can  be  brought  to  believe  in 
a change  of  system  so  suddenly  adopted  and  so 
vaguely  announced,  I thought  it  best  to  obtain,  i! 
possible,  a more  precise  declaration  as  to  certain 
points  which  had  created  so  much  difficulty. 

“ Accordingly  I asked  an  interview  with  the  duke 
for  the  28th.  1 went  to  him  on  that  day  with  a 

paper  in  my  hand,  of  which  I here  enclose  a trans 
lation. 

“ My  intention  was  to  induce  him  to  sign  that 
paper,  or  the  principles  it  contained,  either  in  its 
present  form  or  such  other  form  as  he  might  deem 
more  consonant  with  thedignityof  his  government, 
Such  as  putting  them  into  the  answer  to  a letter 
which  I might  write  him,  if  he  should  think  that 
the  most  eligible  method. 

“ After  we  had  read  over  the  paper  together,  and 
had  explained  the  motives  of  my  proposition,  he 
replied  that  every  one  of  those  principles  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  emperor  and  would  enter  into  the  treaty  , 
and  therefore  it  would  be  useless  to  announce  them 
in  a separate  declaration.  I endeavored  to  convince 
him  of  the  advantages  that  would  result  to  France 
as  well  as  to  the  United  States  from  an  immediate 
restoration  of  confidence  among  the  American 
merchants.  The  great  want  of  (lour  in  France  as 
well  as  Spain,  and  the  accumulation  of  French 
produce  perishing  on  hand  for  want  o(  foreign 
commerce,  were  sufficient  reasons  for  seizing  the 
first  occasion,  not  inconsistent  with  the  emperor’s 
general  system,  for  giving  activity  to  neutral  capi 
tal  in  the  ports  of  the  empire.” 

“ He  then  copied  the  heads  of  my  paper  and  said 
he  would  lay  the  proposition  before  the  emperor, 
and  give  me  an  answer  the  next  day.  I did  not 
however  get  this  answer  till  last  night.  He  then 
invited  me  to  an  interview  ; and  after  reading  over 
the  paper  as  before,  and  commenting  on  every 
clause,  he  declared  the  emperor’s  decision  precise 
ly  to  the  following  effect  ; is  not  proper  for  me 
to  sign  this  declaration  ; but  370U  may  notify  it  to 
your  government,  word  for  word,  as  if  it  were 
signed  ; for  the  principles  are  all  adopted,  and  from 
this  day  forward  they  will  be  in  operation.  I have 
given  the  order  to  the  chief  ©f  the  customs  for  what 


concerns  his  department ; the  court  of  prizes  is  or- 
Idered  to  expedite  its  part  of  the  business,  and  1 
shall  instruct  the  consuls  to- give  th'e  certificates  of 
origin.  But  von  will  observe  this  regards  only 
the  produce  of  the  United  States.  Colonial  pro- 
duce cannot  for  the  present  be  admitted,  even  in  a 
French  vessel,  on  a simple  certificate  of  origin, 
without  aspecial  licence.” 

“ 1 then  desired  him  to  cause  one  more  order  to 
be  given  from  the  proper  department,  to  the  effect 
of  repressing  the  rapacity  of  privateers.  The  empe- 
ror owed  it  to  his  own  dignity  to  order  his  courts  to 
subject,  at  least,  to  cost  and  damages,  the  owners 
of  such  privateers  as  should  capture  innocent  ships 
without  a pretext,  a business  that  was  long  known 
to  be  carried  on,  as  well  it  might  be  under  the  pre- 
sent system  of  certain  impunity,  with  the  sure  pros- 
pect of  a great  deal  of  partial  plunder;  and  the  hope 
of  an  advantageous  compromise  with  the  claimants. 
He  acknowledged  that  something  ought  to  be  done 
in  the  case. 

“ His  observation  on  colonial  produce  induced 
me  to  bring  up  again  the  subject  of  special  licenses, 
repeating  what  1 had  often  stated  before,  the  just 
objection  that  the  president  had  instructed  me  to  in- 
sist upon  against  that  system.  He  said  that  it  the 
president  desired  it,  it  should  be  discontinued  ; but 
they  had  not  yet  be$n  able  to  find  a substitute.  He 
declared  to  me,  as  he  has  often  done  before,  that 
the  emperor  would  do  any  thing  on  this  subject  that 
should  be  most  agreeable  to  the  United  States,  pro- 
vided it  did  not  open  a door  to  the  introduction  of 
English  produce. 

“ He  always  insists  upon  it  that  the  special  li- 
cences are  a clear  advantage,  as  far  as  they  go,  to 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States. 
The  system  is  an  extension  of  favor  to  them  inas- 
much as  it  relaxes  the  principle  of  the  French  na- 
vigat  on  act,  which  confines  the  carrying  trade  of 
the  colonies  to  French  ships. 

“ He  added  that  the  emperor  did  not  pretend 
that  this  was  out  of  pure  friendship  to  the  Ameri- 
cans. “ We  have  need  of  coffee  and  sugar.  We 
can  get  our  supply  in  this  way,  but  if  you  can 
point  out  another  that  shall  be  more,  agreeable  to 
the  president,  without  giving  us  the  produce  of  Eng- 
lish colonies,  we  shall  adopt  it.” 

“ Thus  1 think,  sir,  you  have  the  whole  idea  be- 
fore you.  And  1 should  be  glad  to  receive  your  far- 
ther instructions  on  the  subject. 

“ Should  it  be  the  intention  of  the  President  that 
I should  proceed  in  the  treaty  of  commerce,  it  will 
he  necessary  likewise  to  give  me  instructions  as  pre- 
cise as  may  be  on  all  the  essential  points  that  you 
wish  to  enter  into  it.” 

[Inclosed  in  No.  5.] 

Translation  of  a letter  from  the  duke  of  Bassano  to 

Mr.  Barlow,  dated  Paris,  27(4  December , 1811. 

The,  undersigned,  minister  of  foreign  relations, 
has  laid  before  his  majesty,  the  emperor  and  king, 
the  note  which  Mr.  Barlow,  minister  plenipotentia- 
ry of  the  United  States  of  America,  addressed  to  him 
on  the  10th  of  last  month. 

If  since  the  revocation  of  the  decrees,  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  the  commerce  between  France  and  the 
United  States  has  had  but  little  activity,  the  cause 
must  be  sought  for  in  the  outrages  which  the  British 
government  has  exercised  against  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  and  against  the  French  flag,  and  in 
the  cruises  (croisirees ) which  it  has  established  on 
the  ocean  and  in  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  coasts  of 
France  and  on  those  of  America, 
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The  undersigned  has  in  his  bureau  amemoiandum 
oF  a great  number  of  American  vessels  taken  at  the 
entrance  of  the  rivers  of  France,  and  the  English 
papers  every  day  mention  that  these  vessels  are  con 
denmed  and  delivered  up  to  the  captors  for  having 
v i • ■ . • • the  blockade  of  1806,  or  other  orders  of  the 

Brirish  council. 

i :i  e American  vessels  whiph  have  escaped  the 
eneniv,  and  have  entered  the  ports  of  France,  have 
sold  their  merchandise  to  advantage,  have  taken  re 
tiii  n cargoes  and  realised  a profit  on  tjhem,  notwith- 
standing the  enormous  insurance  they  have'been 
obliged  to  pay  on  account  of  the  risk  they  run  from 
British  cruisers. 

If  the  flag  of  the  United  States  was  respected,  if 
it  enjoyed  the  l ights  guaranteed  to  the.  navigation  ol 
neutrals  by  the  law  which  has  existed  from  time  im-  . 
memorial  on  this  subject,  and  of  which  the  treaty  ol 
Utrecht  has  specially  recognized  the  principles,  the 
commerce  between  the  two  countries  would  have  its 
fuli  development,  and  the  relations  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  with  the  empire  would  open  to 
their  activity  sources  of  considerable  profit. 

In  fact,  the  tariff  of  the  5th  of  August  established 
duties  which  are  paid  by  the  consumers,  and  which 
can  have  no  other  influence  than  on  the  price  of  the 
articles.  The  duties  of  200  or  300  per  cent,  laid  in 
England  on  wines,  on  teas,  and  on  many  other  ar 
ticics,  for  a long  time  past,  are,  in  like  manner,  no- 
thing more  than  duties  of  consumption,  which  have 
no  other  effect  than  to  raise  the  price,  without  in 
a;  y manner  injuring  the  commerce  in  th^n. 

i'-  e merchants  of  the  United  States  are  not  sub-j 
jected  in  France  to  any  duties,  or  to  any  obligations! 
that  are  not  equally  imposed  on  French  commerce, 
O'  which  they  moreover  partake  all  the  advantages. 
And  whilst,  in  the  United  States,  cargoes  imported 
in  French  vessels  pay  10  per  cent,  more  than  if  they 
had  been  imported  in  American  vessels,  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  is  treated  in  France  as  the  impe 
rial  flag. 

Nevertheless,  a treaty  of  commerce,  bottomed  on 
the  principle  of  a perfect  reciprocity,  could  not  fail 
to  be  entirely  advantageous  to  both  countries.  The 
undersigned  is  authorised  to  negotiate,  conclude, 
and  sign  such  a treaty.  It  is  with  a lively  satisfac- 
tion, that  he  makes  known  to  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States,  the  intentions  of  his 
majesty  on  this  important  object.  The  U.  States 
will  be  entirely  satisfied  on  the  pending  questions 
( questions  actuelles ),  and  there  will  be  no  obstacle  to 
their  obtaining  the  advantages  they  have  in  view,  if 
they  succeed  in  making  their  flag  safe. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Mr. 
Barlow,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  U.  States, 
the  assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 

[Inclosed  in  No.  5.] 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
and  the  undersigned  minister  of  foreign  relations, 
being  respectively  authorised,  and  now  ready  to  ne- 
gociate  and  conclude  a treaty  of  commerce  between 
the  two  countries,  and  as  several  months  must 
elapse  before  such  a treaty  can  be  completed  and 
ratified,  during  which  time,  their  commercial  inte- 
rest may  suffer  loss  from  the  uncertainty  now  ex 
isting  in  the  United  States  relative  to  certain  points 
that  are  intended  to  enter  into  that  treaty,  the  un- 
dersigned declares  it  to  be  the  emperor’s  pleasure, 
that  in  this  interval  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  in  their  own  produce,  and  that  of  the  French 
colonies,  shall  be  free  in  his  ports:  that  is  to  say, 
the  formalittes'necessary  to  prove  the  property  and 


origin  of  the  goods,  shall  be  as  simple  and  expedi- 
tious as  the  nature  of  the  cases  will  permit. 

No  came  whatever  shall  warrant  the  capture  or 
detention  of  an  American  vessel  at  sea,  of  her  sei. 
zure  in  a French  port,  or  in  any  other  port,  by 
French  authority,  but  a well  grounded  suspicion  of 
forgery  in  her  papers. 

No  other  papers  shall  he  required  but  the  pass-, 
port  and  clearance,  by  the  American  authorities, 
and  a certificate  of  origin  by  a French  consul  ; and 
the  French  consuls  in  the  United  States  are  order- 
ed to  give  such  certificates. 

His  majesty  will  cause  the  liberation  of  all  the  re- 
maining ships  and  cYgoes  now  in  his  ports  belong- 
ing to  American  citizens,  as  fast  as  the  necessary 
enquiries  nerw  going  on  shall  prove  them  to  be 
»uch. 


Salt  l^etre. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  salt  petre  am 
nually  made  in  the  caves  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
tracted from  returns  of  manufactures  by  marshals  : 

[AW.  Int. 


Virginia, 

Kentucky- 


Barren  co. 

18,200 

Clarke 

1,500 

Christian 

250 

Cumberland 

6,223 

Esrill 

19,937 

Fleming 

113 

Floyd 

5,515 

Greenup 

7,970 

Grayson 

1,353 

Henderson 

2,260 

Knox 

10,105 

Montgomery 

44,575 

Ohio 

900 

Pulaski 

459' 

Rockcastle 

7,390 

Wayne 

51,785 

Washington 

40 

Warren 

22,850 

59, 175 


East  Tennessee, 

Green  co. 
Campbell 

West  Ten. — Jackson 
Smith 
White 
Warren 


-201,937 


lbs. 


val  $7807 
2,1333 

5,000 
10,000 
29,695 
100,000 


a 25  cts. 


Total  pounds 


The  Arts. 

It  must  gratify  every  man  attached  to  science, 
and  those  elegancies  which  elevate  the  human  cha- 
racter, to  be  informed  that  the  paintings,  prints, 
and  articles  of  profession  of  the  celebrated  Mr. 
w F.RTMt;LLER,have  brought  such  prices  at  the  late 
sale  by  Mr.  Dorsey,  as  to  establish  an  interesting- 
fact,  viz.  that  real  merit  will  in  America  meet  a 
frank  and  full  recompence — perhaps  equal  to  that 
of  Europe.  The  following  a.re  the  prices  of  some 
of  the  principal  articles  : 

The  large  Dan®,  size  of,  and  painted  from 

nature.  #1,650 

The  small  Dan®— 13  by  10  inches,  475 

King  and  queen  of  France — small  ovals  each  62 
Two  Reubens,  head  size,  (without  frames V 

each  ' ' gj 

Head  of  Dana,  (h^adsfce) 
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Venus,  size  of,  and  painted  from,  nature  (at 
great  expense)  unfinished  as  regards  the 


hinds  and  drapery,  To 

A carman,  (head  size)  no  frame  32 

St.  Peter,  (oval)  do.  50 

St.  John,  do.  40 

Village  on  fire,  40 

Gen.  Washington,  (not  finished)  50 

Academy  figures,  40  to  60 


Death  of  Germanicus,  (first  sketch,)  small  35 

The  historical  prints,  chalk  drawings,  etchings, 
&.c.  brought  according  to  the  merit  odi  the  artist, 
from  Gerard,  Audran,  Salvator  Rosa,  Dorigny. 
&lc.  to  the  modern  school,  from  16  to 5 dollars  each 
print,  and  there  were  very  many. 

The  implements  and  dry  colors  being  very  supe- 
rior, sold  at  encouraging  prices. 

This  sale  is  of  importance  to  the  artist,  as  it  must 
give  a confidence  that  his  exertions  will  meet  with 
the  fullest  support. 

Some  merit  might  be  supposed  to  attach  to  the 
salesman— but  no  exertion  of  au  auctioneer  can 
elevate  to  any  extent — unimportant  articles. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  ten  finest  and  most 
important  paintings  (among  which  the  large  Danse, 
the  venusybustjof  Danae,and  wood  faun)are  purchas- 
ed on  speculation  to  be  sent  to  Europe. 

The  academy  of  fine  arts  should  certainly  have 
possessed  these  ; they  would  have  repaid  their  price 
in  six  weeks,  the  American  public  is  unquestiona- 
bly liberal,  4000  dollars  were  offered  for  the  princi- 
pal painting  to  the  artist  (in  his  lifetime  of  course) 
provided  he  would  be  responsible  for  its  safe  deliver  y 
at  its  now  intended  destination.  Bern.  Press. 


Spirit  of  Gaming. 

Fpom  a London  paper  of  spy'll  17. 

On  Wednesday  an  extraordinary  investigation 
.took  place  at  Bovv  street.  Croker,  the  officer,  was 
passing  the  Hamstead  road — he  observed,  at  a dis- 
tance before  him,  two  men  on  a wall,  and  directly 
after  saw  the  tallest  of  them,  a stout  man,  aboutsix 
feet  high,  hanging  by  his  neck  from  a lamp  post, 
attached  to  the  wall,  being  that  instant  tied  up  and 
turned  off  by  the  short  man.  This  unexpected  and 
extr  aordinary  sight  astonished  the  officer — he  made 
up  to  the  spot  with  all  speed,  and  just  after  he  arriv- 
ed there,  the  tall  man,  who  had  been!  hanged,  fell 
to  the  ground,  the  handkerchief  with  which  he  had 
been  suspended  having  given  way.  Croker  produc- 
ed his  staff;  said  he  was  an  officer,  and  demanded 
to  know  of  the  other  man,  the  cause  ofhisconduct — 
in  the  mean  time,  the  man  who  had  been  ha'nged 
recovered  got  up,  and  on  Croker  interfering  gave 
him  a violent  blow  on  the  nose,  which  nearly  knock- 
ed him  backwards.  The  short  man  was  endeavor- 
ing to  make  off,  however  the  officer  procured  assis- 
tance, and  both  were  brought  to  the  office,  when 
the  account  that  they  gave  was,  they  worked  on  the 
canals  ; thev  had  been  together  on  Wednesday  after 
noon,  tossed  up  for  money,  and  afterwards  for  their 
clothes  ; the  tall  man  who  was  hanged  won  the 
other’s  jacket,,  trows ers  and  shoes  ; they  then  tos 
sed  up  which  should  hang  the  other,  and  the  short 
man  won  the  toss.  They  got  upon  the  wall,  the 
one  to  submit,  and  the  other  to  nang  him  on  the 
lamp  iron.  They  both  agreed  in  this  statement. — 
The  tall  one,  who  had  been  hanged,  said,  ifhehad 
won  the  toss,  he  would  have  hanged  the  other.  He 
said,  he  then  felt  the  effects  of  his  neck  at  the  time 
he  was  hanging,  and  his  eyes  were  so  much  swelled 
that  he  saw  double.,  The  magistrates  expressed  their 


horror  and  disgust ; and  ordered  the  man  who  had 
been  banged,  to  find  bail  for  the  violent  and  unjusti 
fiable  assault  upon  the  officer,  and  the  short  one  for 
banging  the  other.  Not  having  bail,  they  were 
committed  to  Bridewell  for  trial. 

Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday , May  22.— *-Mr.  Newton  from  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce  and  manufactures  who  were  in- 
structed to  enquire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
relief  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Canary  islands,  reported  that  in  their  opinion  the 
evidence  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  them  in  re- 
commending the  relief  contemplated  ; to  satisfy  the 
house  of  which  they  lay  before  them  the  evidence 
taken  by  the  committee  on  tbis-subject — Ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Poindexter  from  a select  committee  made  the 
following  report: 

“The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
of  Cowels  Mead,  speaker  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  Mississippi  territory,  enclosing  a pre- 
sentment of  the  grand  jury  of  Baldwin  county,  in. 
said  territory,  complaining  of  the  official  conduct  of 
Harry  Toulmin,  judge  of  the  district  of  Washing- 
ton in  said  territory,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  : 

“ That  the  charges  contained  in  the  presentment 
aforesaid  have  not  been  supported  by  evidence  ; and 
from  the  best  information  your  committee  have  been 
enabled  to  obtain  on  the  subject,  it  appears  that  the 
official  conduct  of  judge  Toulmin  has  been  charac- 
terised by  a vigilant  attention  to  the  duties  of  his 
station,  and  an  inflexible  zeal  for  the  preservation 
of  the  public  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  country 
over  which  his  judicial  authority  extends.  They, 
therefore,  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

“ Resolved , That  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  any 
Turther  proceeding  on  the  presentment  of  the  grand 
jury  of  Baldwin  county  in  the  Mississippi  territory 
against  judge  Toulmin. ** 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  that  the  house  do 
come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved , That  a committee  be  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  persons  employed  in  and  to.  en- 
quire into  the  state  and  condition  of  that  branch  of 
the  department  of  state  where  models  of  machines 
are  deposited,  on  wffiich  patents  have  been  granted 
by  the  United  States,  and  w’hether  any  and  ivhat 
perquisites  are  or  have  been  demanded  by  the  clerks 
in  the. same. 

Mr.  Seybert’s  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  authorising  Rutherford,  of  the 

state  of  North  Carolina,  to  bring  into  the  state  cer- 
tain slaves,  was  before  a committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  Piper  in  the  chair.  On  motion  of  Mr.  II 
Clay,  the  enacting  clause  was  stricken  out ; and 
beir  g reported  to  the  house,  this  virtual  rejection 
of  the  bill  was  concurred  in  without  division. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  May  25. — Mr.  Milnor  presented  a peti- 
tion from  a number  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  o£ 
Philadelphia,  remonstrating  against  a declaration  of 
war  against  Great  Britain  at  this  time,  for  reasons 
of  a religious  character.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
Wm.  Jones,  esq.  of  Philadelphia,  enclosing  the 
procedings  of  a public  meeting  of  the  republican 
citizens  of  the  first  congressional  district  of  Penn- 
sy!vania-**-[for  which  see  our  preceding  pages],  Tire, 
proceedings  wrere  read.-— Laid  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  to  extend  the  time  for  export- 
ing with  privilege  of  drawback,  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize  entitled  thereto  by  law,  which  was 
twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading 

Tuesday,  May  26. — The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  a Mr.  Grimes  of  Hampshire 
county,  Vir.  stating  that  he  had  procured  some  tea 
plants,  and  had  cultivated  them  to  advantage  ; and 
informing  that  he  had  forwarded  a box  containing 
samples  far  the  inspection  of  the  members — laid  on 
the  cable. 

Mr.  Cheves  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  transfer  of  the 
stock  created  under  an  act  passed  on  the  10th  of 
November,  1803.  Read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house  for  to-morrow. 

Mi  . Wright  from  the  commmittee  on  military 
affairs  reported  a bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  infantry  of  the  United  States.  Read  twice  and 
Committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy  relative  to  navy  hospitals. 
Referred  to  a select  committee  of  five. 

Also  a report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  relative 
to  the  expenditure  of  public  money  at  the  different 
navy  yards.  Referred  to  the  naval  committee. 

The  house  took  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  commerce  and  manufactures  relative  to  supply- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Teneriffe  and  the  Canary 
islands,  and  documents  accompanying  the  same. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  refer  them  to  a select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consi- 
deration of  the  subject  till  the  fourth  ot  July — yeas 
37,  nays  59. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  that  they  lie  on  the  table. 
Carried. 

Wednesday,  May  27. — Mr.  Hall  presented  a rae 
morial  from  Benjamin  Conner,  of  Portsmouth,  N. 
II.  stating  that  he  had  invented  a portable  bridge  of 
very  simple  construction,  which  might  be  carried 
about  with  an  army,  and  praying  such  encourage- 
ment as  congress  may  deem  advisable.  Referred  to 
a select  committee  of  three. 

The  speaker  presented  a petition  from  Jno.  Bra- 
zier, merchant  of  Boston  ; stating  that  the  ship 
Arno,  belonging  to  him,  and  laden  with  codfish, 
whale  oil,  and  logwood,  was  captured  by  the  Bri- 
tish on  her  voyage  to  St.  Andero,  in  Spain,  earn- 
ed into  Plymouth  and  condemned.  Pie  estimates 
his  loss  at  87,500  dollars,  and  prays  remuneration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough,  the  petition 
and  accompanying  documents  were  referred  to  the 
secretary  of  state. 

The  bill  extending  the  time  of  exporting,  with 
the  privilege  of  drawbacks,  all  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize  entitled  to  the  sanies  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  the  house  went  into 
a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  chair, 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  arming  of  merchant  ves 
sels,  and  the  bill  concerning  associations  for  mari- 
time defence  and  protection. 

After  some  time  spent  therein — the  committee 
rose  and  obtained  leave  tc  sit  again. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whokj 
Mr.  Stanford  in  the  chair,  on  the  biU  for  the  more 
perfect  organization  of  the  infantry  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  agreed  to  without  debate,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrqssed  for  a 3d  reading  to-morrow. 


The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Lacock  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  authorising  the  pre- 
sident of  tire  United  States  to  lease  for  a term  of 
years  [twenty]  a reservation  of  public  land  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  [The  object  of  this  bill  is  to 

establish  a botanic  garden  or  nursery.] It  was 

agreed  to  without  debate,  and  ordered  to  be  engros- 
sed for  a third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  house  adjourned  for  want  of  a quorum  (hafff 
past  2.) 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  May  30,  1812. 
The  recruiting  service  goes  on  with  great  activity, 
though  the  necessary  arrangements  for  such  a work 
are  iu>t  yet  completed,  the  whole  business  being neic. 
The  requisite  number  of  men  may  be  expected  in  a 
few  weeks.  From  all  parts  of  the  country  we  hear 
of  companies  of  militia,  artillery,  horse  and  foot, 
volunteering  their  services.  Bv  an  article  publish- 
ed in  the  Democratic  Press , derived,  perhaps,  from 
the  Purveyor  of  supplies,  it  appears  there  are  now 
in  the  arsenal  of  the  United  States  222,322  military 
garments,  of  woolen,  linen  and  cotton,  besides  caps, 
hats  &.c.  with  muskets,  swords,  tents,  powder,  sul- 
pher  and  salt  petre,  Sac.  &.c.  in  great  abundance.  The 
stock  is  dailyinereasing.  Every  tilings  bespeaks  the 
‘•busy  note  of  preparation. ” 

General  Wilkinson  left  Washington  on  Saturday 
last,  to  take  command  of  the  troops  on  the  Missis- 
sippi. He  addressed  a memorial  to  congress  on 
the  1st  inst.  entreating  that  body  to  institute  an 
enquiry  into  certain  claims  he  has  against  the  U. 
States,  in  order  that  he  may  “ obtain  that  justice 
which  is  denied  him  by  the  accounting  officer  of 
the  war  department.”  He  says  that  the  United 
States  are  indebted  to  him,  instead  of  his  being  a 
“public  defaulter,”  as  he  has  been  charged  with. 

In  Richmond  Hustings  court,  on  the  1 4-th  inst.  it 
was  determined,  the  whole  court  and  bar  concur- 
ring, that  an  apprentice  cannot  volunteer  his  ser- 
vices in  the  militia. 

An  arrival  at  New  York  furnishes  us  with  Lon- 
don dates  to  the  20th  of  last  month.  A jlag  of 
truce,  from  France  had  arrived  off'  Dover  with  des- 
patches, which  were  sent  by  express  to  London. 
They  are  said  to  contain  propositions  for  peace. — 
The  London  editor  very  pertinently  remarks  that 
such  has  been  the  uniform  practice  of  Bonaparte, 
previous  to  entering  upon  a new  war,  to  increase 
the  hatred  of  his  people  again&t  England,  and 
reconcile  theca  to  a state  of  hostil  ties,  by  caus- 
ing them  to  believe  he  is  seriously  anxious  for 
peace  and  it  is  thereby  inferred  he  is  about  to 
leave  Paris  to  combat  with  Russia.  We  believe 
this  is  a mere  rusg  de  guerre.  Napoleon  very  well 
knows  that  in  the  present  state  of  things,  that  the 
government  of  England  cannot  makepeace  except  at 
their  own  annihilation. 

The  riots  still  continue—  the  following  letter  from 
Manchester  shews  the  state  of  that  town  : 

Manchester,  April  18. 

u To  day  (Saturday,  market-day)  when  our  pota- 
toe  market,  at  Shadehill,  was  opened  a consider- 
able body  at  the  door  shewed  alarming  symptoms  of 
riot,  and  a strong  disposition  forcibly  to  take  pos- 
session of  that  essential  article  of  family  food.  The 
civil  and  military  powers  were  very  prompt  in  their 
protection.  The  calls  and  goatlings  of  hunger  were, 
however,  paramount;  and,  r&ther  than  a riot,  with, 
all  its  incalculable  consequences  in  a town  of  this 
population,  should  be  hazarded,  the  parties  milt  a-;. 
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ally  agreed  to  fix  upon  a price  that  should  be  con- 
sidered a maximum — namely,  instead  of  16s.  a load 
(240 lbs.)  the  poor  were  permitted  to  take  at  8s.  ! ! in 
any  small  portions  their  poverty  could  enable  them 
to  do.  The  soldiery  were  quiet,  passive,  and  I may 
say  friendly  witnesses  to  the  fulfilment  of  this  agree- 
ment; but  thescene  of  misery  that  was  displayed  in 
the  eagerness  of  the  half-tamished  purchasers  ^ their 
figures  and  faces  speaking  eloquently  and  emphati- 
cally of  "their  lamentable  situation}  would  have  made 
an  impression  upon  any  heart  of  “penetrable  stuff.” 
v “ F.  S.  Nine  p.  m.  I have  just  heard  that  a large 
quantity  of  potatoes  has  been  stopped  at^Miles’  Flat- 
ting, near  Manchester,  and  forcibly  taken  away.” 

At  heed. ? the  populace  seized  and  destroyed  the 
arms  of  the  local  militia,  knocked  down  the  rnagis 
trates,  &c.  Expresses  were  sent  off  in  all  directions 
for  troops.  At  Stockport  they  formed  a body  ofSOOO 
men — and  destroyed  a number  of  factories  and 
houses,  by  fire. 

Boston , May  18. 

Latest  from  Lisbon.  Yesterday  arrived  here, 
ship  Columbia,  Jennison,  30  days  from  Lisbon. — 
Mr.  S.  A.  Wells,  passenger  in  the  above  vessel,  re- 
ports that  Badajoz,  after  an  investment  of  21  days, 
13  of  which  was  employed  in  close  firing,  capitulat 
ed  to  the  English  on  the  6th  April ; he  adds,  that 
the  assault  of  the  city  was  most  horrid  ; that  the 
breaches  were  repeatedly  stormed  and  the  walls  scal- 
ed ; and  that  the  cattle  was  the  first  point  carried. 
The  killed  and  wounded  on  the  part  of  the  French 
was  not  ascertained  ; the  prisoners  were  from  2 to 
3000  ; the  Loss  of  the  English  was  great,  said  to  be 
1,500  inj  killed  and  wounded,  among  whom  were 5 
or  6 generals,  7 or  8 colonels,  and  a considerable 
number  of  other  officers  ; during  the  siege  the 
garrison  had  blown  up  two  mines.  Our  next  ac- 
counts  from  Lisbon,  will  probably  furnish  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  important  event.  Mr.  Wells  also  re- 
ports, that  just  before  he  sailed,  a report  was  in  cir- 
culation, that  general  Ballesteros  had  on  the  7th 
April,  surprised  and  taken  the  city  of  Seville. 

The  legislature  of  New  York  is  in  session.  The 
bill  to  incorporate  the  bank  of  America  passed  the 
senate  on  Saturday  last,  17  to  14.  This  bill  passed 
the  assembly  before  its  prorogation,  which  the  le- 
gislature has  considered  as  a mere  adjournment. — 
The  bill  yet  wants  the  sanction  of  the  council  of 
revision,  but  will  receive  it. 

The  legislature  of  Maryland  is  to  be  convened 
on  the.  third  Monday  in  June,  a special  session,  for 
the  chief  purpose,  it  is  understood,  of  Amending 
the  militia  law,  and  to  arm  and  equip  the  quota  of 
the  state. 

The  general  assembly  of  Deleware  met,  a few  days 
ago,  for  similar  purposes.  That  state  is  entirely 
destitute,  we  believe,ofan  organization  for  its  militia. 

Arrived  at  hduisoiile , barge  Amelia,  from  New- 
Ot  leans,  with  groceries.  Passed  the  falls  of  Ohio 
on  the 28th  ult.  Schr.  Economy,  burthen  110  tons, 
drawing  9 feet  water.  She  wept  from  the  Scioto  to 
the  falls,  150  miles,  in  two  days. 

Mr.  Stephen  Girard  of  Philadelphia,  who  lately 
purchased  the  banking  house  of  thelate  bank  of  the 
United  States,  has  opened  therein  an  office  of  dis 
count  and  deposit,  on  his  own  responsibility  ; do- 
ing busine.s  as  banks  usually  do. 

Chief-justice  Marshall  decided,  a few  days  ago, 
in  the  cii cult  court  of  North  Carolina,  that  the 
proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
of  the  9th  August,  1809,  (after  the  disavowal  of 
F^rskine’s  arrangemerit,)  interdicting  commerce 
w ith  Great  Biilain,  was  not  legal  An  appeal  was, 
of  course^  taken  tty  the  supretne  court.  Nat.  Int. 


Massachusetts  Election. — Mr.  Strong  Las  a majority  of  alxtut  1500 
over  Mr.  Gerry  for  governor  : but,  as  a plurality  is  requirvd,  it  is 
not  altogether  ct  itain  as  y<  til"  he  is  elected.  The  senate,  as  tv  fore 
observed,  has  a large  republican  majority.  Of  the  complexion  of  the 
lately  chosen  house  of  representatives,  which  will  consist  of  anout 
seven  hundred  and  eighty  members,  it  is  not  easy  to  Judge.  There 
is  probably  a federal  majority. 

New-2'ork  Election.—  I he  returns  arc  all  in.  The  fallowing  is 
the  result  and  present  state  of  parties  in  the  general  assembly. 

The  southern  and  eastern  districts  have  elected  three  federal  sen- 
ators. 

The  middle  and  western  districts  have  elected  five  republican 

senators. 

The  presoht  senate  is,  therefore,  composed  of  24  republicans, 
and  s federalists. 

ASSEMBLY.  Fed.  Rep. 

Southern  district . Federal— Queens  3,  N.  York  11,  West- 
chester 2,  . . . . . . . 16 

Republican — Suffolk  3,  Kings  1,  Richmond  1,  West- 
chester 1,  .......  6 

Middle  district.  Federal— Dutchess  6,  Columbia  4,  and 
Greene  2,  . . . . . ,12 

Republican— EoelJand  1,  Orange  4,  Ulster  and  Sul- 
livan 4,  Delaware  2,  .....  11 

Eastern  district.  Federal— Albany  4,  Schenectady  1,  Rens- 
sa!at-r4,  Washington  3,  Clinton  and  Franklin  1,  Mont- 
gomery 5,  ......  >8 

—Republican— Schenectady  1,  Washington  2,  Essex  1, 

Saratoga  4,  . . . . . 8 

Western  district.  Federal— Otsego  4,  Oneida  5,  Madison  2, 
Jefferson  2,  St.  Lawrence  1,  ....  14 

——Republican— Schoharie  2,  Chenango  3,  Tioga  1, 

Broome  1,  Steuben  and  Ailegany  1,  Herkimer  3,  Madi- 
son l,  Lewis  I,  Onondaga 2,  Cortland  1,  Cayuga  3,  Sene- 
ca l,  Ontario  5,  Gennessee  l,  Niagara,  Chautauque  and 
Cattaraugus  1,  ......  27 


Total,  . . . . 60  52 

The  republicans,  therefore,  have  a majority  of  eight  in  joint  ballot. 


POPULATION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  comparative 
statement  of  the  populations  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
years  1801  and  1811  ; ordered  by  the  house  of  com- 
mons to  be  printed,  17th  January, 1812 : — 
population,  1801. 


England 

Wales 

Scotland 

Army,  navy,  See. 

Males. 

3,987,935 

257,178 

534,581 

470,598 

Females. 

4,343,499 

284,368 

864,487 

TotaL 
8,331,434 
541,546 
1, 599,068 
470,598 

Totals, 

5,450,292 

5,492,254 

10,942,646 

POPULATION, 

1811. 

Males. 

Feraajes. 

Total. 

England 

4,555,257 

4,944,143 

9,499,408 

Wales 

289,414 

317,966 

607,380 

Scotland 

825,377 

979,487 

1,804.864 

Army,  navy,  &.c. 

640,500 

640,500 

Totals, 

6,310,548 

6,241,596 

12,552,144 

INCREASE. 


England 
Wales 
Scotland 
Army,  navy,  &.c. 

Total, 


1,167,966 

65,835 

205,736 

169,902 

1,612,498 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  May  2th — Mr.  Little  offered  the  following  resolution  : 
Resolved,  that  for  the  remainder  of  the  session,  this  house  will 
meet  at  ten  o’clock.  A.  M.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  in- 
fantry of  the  United  States,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorising  the  pre  sident  of  the  United  States 
to  lease  for  a term  of  years,  one  of  the  public  reservations  of  ground 
in  the  city  of  Washington  Was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the 
chair,  on  the  bill  granting  an  annuity  to  Arthur  St.  Clair.  It  \va.^ 
agreed  to  without  debate,  and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  iW 
On  the  question  for  engrossing  the  bill  for  a third  reading,  Mr. 
Fisk  spoke  against  it.  He  acknowledged  that  Mr.  St.  Clair  was 
old  and  poor,  and  had  rendered  services  to  Ins  country ; but  there 
were  many  others  who  had  the  same  claims  for  an  annuity. 

Mr.  Taflmadge  supported  the  bill.  lie  expatiated  upon  the  long 
services  and  extreme  poverty  of  gen.  St.  Clair. 

Mr.  Williams  opposed  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Wright  supported  it  ; 
when  the  question  for  engrossing  w as  taken  by  ayes  and  noes  and 
it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  ayes  48,  noes  50.  So  the  bill  was  re- 
jected. 
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Our  Relations  with  France. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Untted  States. 

I communicate  to  congress  for  their  information, 
copies  and  extracts  from  the  correspondence  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  and  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris.  These  documents 
will  place  before  congress  the  actual  posture  of  our 
relations  with  France.  JAMES  MADISON. 

May  26,  1812. 

MR.  MONROE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE,  TO  JOEL 
BARLOW,  ESQ. 

Department  of  state.  July  26,  1811. 

Sir — It  is  the  desire  of  the  president  that  you 
should  set  out,  without  delay,  for  Paris,  to  com- 
mence the  duties  of  the  office  of  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  emperor  of  France,  with  which  you 
are  invested.  A frigate,  prepared  for  your  accommo- 
dation, will  receive  you  at  Annapolis,  and  convey 
you  to  the  most  convenient  port  of  that  country.  I 
enclose  you  a commission  and  letter  of  credence, 
with  such  other  documents  as  are  necessary  to  illus- 
trate the  subjects  on  which  you  will  have  to  act. 

With  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  office  you  are 
too  well  acquainted  to  require  any  comment  on 
them  in  this  letter.  There  are  however,  some  sub- 
jects of  peculiar  importance  which  will  claim  your 
attention  immediately  after  your  reception.  On  these 
it  is  proper  you  should  know  distinctly  the  senti- 
fctments  of  the  president. 

The  United  States  have  claims  on  Franqe,  which 
it  is  expected  that  her  government  will  satisfy  to  their 
full  extent  and  without  delay.  These  are  founded 
partly  on  the  last  arrangement,  by  which  the  non 
importation  law  of  the  1st  May,  1810,  was  carried 
into  effect  against  Great  Britain,  and  parti)7  on  in- 
juries to  their  commerce,  committed  on  the  high 
seas  and  in  French  ports. 

To  form  a just  estimate  of  the  claims  of  the  first 
class^it  is  necessary  to  examine  minutely  their  nature 
and  extent.  The  present  is  a proper  time  to  make 
this  examination  and  to  press  a compliance  with  the 
arrangement  in  every  circumstance,  on  its  just 
principles,  on  the  government  of  France.  The  pre 
sklent,  conscious  that  the  United  States  have  per- 
formed every  act  that  was  stipulated  on  their  part,' 
with  the  most  perfect  good  faith,  expects  a like  per- 
formance on  the  part  of  France.  He  considers  it 
peculiarly  incumbent  on  him  to  request  such  expla- 
nations from  her  government,  as  wili  dissipate  all 
doubt  of  what  he  may  expect  from  it  in  future,  on 
tnis  and  every  other  question  depending  between  the 
two  nations. 

By  the  act  of  May  1st,  1810,  it  was  declared, 
that  in  case  Great  Britain  or  France  should,  before 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1811,  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts  as  that  they  should  cease  to  violate  the  neu 
tral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  which  fact  the 
president  should  declare  by  proclamation,  and  f the 
other  nation  should  not,  within  three  months  there 
after,  revoke  or  modify  its  edicts  in  like  manner, 
then  the  3,  4,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10  and  18th  sections  ol 
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the  act,  entitled  **  an  act  to  interdict  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  &.c,”  should  from  and  after  the 
expiration  of  three  months,  from  the  date  of  the 
proclamation  aforesaid, be  revived  and  have  full  force 
and  effect  so  far  as  relate  to  the  dominions,  colo- 
nies and  dependencies, and  to  the  articles  the  growth, 
produce  or  manufacture  of  the  dominions,  colonies 
and  dependencies  of  the  nation  thus  refusing  or  ne- 
glecting to  revoke  or  modify  its  edicts,  in  the  man- 
ner aforesaid. 

This  act  having  been  promulgated  and  made 
known  to  the  governments  of  G. Britain  and  France, 
the  minister  of  the  latter  by  note,  bearing  date  on 
the  5th  August,  1810,  addressed  to  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  de- 
clared that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were 
revoked,  the  revocation  to  take  effect  on  the  first 
of  November  following  ; but  that  this  measure  was 
adopted  in  compliance  with  the  law  of  the  first  May, 
1810,  to  take  advantage  of  the  condition  contained 
in  it,  and  in  full  confidence  that  the  condition  would 
be  enforced  against  Great  Britain,  if  she  did  not  re 
voke  her  orders  in  council,  and  renounce  the  new 
principles  of  blockade. 

This  delaration  of  the  emperor  of  France  was 
considered  a sufficient  ground  for  the  president  to 
acton;  it  was  explicit  as  to  its  object  and  equally 
so  as  to  its  import.  The  decrees  of  Beilin 
and  Milan,  which  had  violated  our  neutral  rights, 
were  said  to  be  repealed,  to  take  effect  at  a subse- 
quent day,  at  no  distant  period,  the  interval  appa- 
rently intended  to  allow  full  Lime  for  the  corn mumca* 
tion  of  the  measure  to  this  government.  The  de- 
claration had  too  all  the  formality  which  such  an 
act  could  admit  of,  being  through  the  official  organ 
on  both  sides— from  the  French  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris. 

In  consequence  of  this  note  from  the  French  m> 
nister  of  foreign  affairs,  of  the  5th  August  181 C, 
the  president  proceeded,  on  the  2d  November,  In  - 
lowing,  to  issue  the  proclamation,  enjoined  by  the 
act  of  May  1st,  of  the  same  year,  to  declare  that 
all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  it,  should  cease  and 
be  discontinued,  in  relation  to  France  ajnd  her  de- 
pendencies. And,  in  confirmation  of  the  procla- 
mation of  the  president,  the  congress  did  on  the 
2d  March,  1811,  pass  an  act,  whereby  the  non  ’ 
portation  system,  provided  for  by  the  3,  4,  5,  6, 

8,  9,  10,  and  18th  sections  of  the  act  entitled  “ 
act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  b 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  Fra 
their  dependencies,”  was  declared  to  be 
against  Great  Britain,  her  colonies  aiiff  de 
cies,  with' a provision  in  favor  of  such 
nierchaudizes  as  might  he  seized  before  it  w 
that  Great  Britain  had  revoked  ormodifn 
within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  re 
said  act,  if  such  should  be  the  case  ; 
provision,  also,  in  favor  of  any  shipr 
owned  wholly  by  citizens  of  the  U 
Which  had  cleared  out  for  the  cape  of  G 
for  any  other  port  beyond  the  same,. 


218 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 


cond  day  of  November,  1810.  Both  of  these  provi- 
sions were  in  strict  justice  and  good  faith,  due  to 
the  parties  to  be  affected  by  the  law  ; they  were  also 
conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the' arrangement  to  exe 
cote  which  the  law  was  passed.  As  Great  Britain 
did  not  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  in  the  manner 
proposed,  the  first  provision  had  no  effect. 

I will  now  enquire  whether  Fi  ance  has  performed 
her  part  of  this  arrangement. 

It  is  understood  that  the  blockade  of  the  British 
isles  is  revoked.  The  revocation  having  been  otfi 
cially  declared,  and  no  vessels  trading  to  them  having 
beefl  condemned  or  taken  on  the  high  seas  that  we 
know  of,  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  t he  measure  is 
relinquished.  It  appears  too,  that  no  Arne:  lean  ves- 
sel has  been  condemned  in  France  for  having  been 
visited  at  sea  by  an  English  ship,  or  for  having  been 
searched  or  carried  into  F.ngland  or  subjected  to 
impos:tions  there.  On  the  sea,  therefore,  France 
is  understood  to  have  changed  her  system. 

Although  such  is  the  light  in  which  the  conduct 
of  France  is  viewed,  in  regard  to  the  neutral  com 
merce  of  the  United  States,  since  the  1st  of  Novem 
ber  last,  it  will  nevertheless  be  proper  for  you  to  in- 
vestigate fully  the  whole  subject,  and  to  see  that 
nothing  has  been,  or  shall  be  omitted  on  her  part 
in  future,  which  the  United  States  have  a right  to 
claim. 

Your  early  and  particular  attention  will  be  drawn 
to  the  great  subject  of  the  commercial  relation 
which  is  to  subsist  in  future  between  the  United 
States  and  France.  The  president  expects  that  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  will  be  placed  in 
the  ports  of  France  on  such  a footing,  as  to  afford 
to  it  a fair  market,  and  to  the  industry  and  enter- 
prise of  their  people  a reasonable  encouragement. 
An  arrangement  to  this  effect  was  looked  for  im- 
mediately after  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  • but 
it  appears  from  the  documents  in  this  department 
that  that  was  not  the  case  ; on  the  contrary,  that 
our  commerce  has  been  subjected  to  the  greatest  dis- 
couragement, or  rather  to  the  most  oppressive  re 
straints  ; that  the  vessels  which  carried  coff  ee,  su 
gar,  kc.  though  sailing  directly  from  the  United 
States  to  a French  port,  were  held  in  a state  of  se- 
questration on  the  principle  that  the  trade  was  pro- 
hibited, and  that  the  importation  of  those  articles 
was  not  only  unlawful,  but  criminal : that  even  the 
vessels  which  carried  the  unquestionable  produc 
tions  of  the  United  States  were  exposed  to  great  and 
expensive  delays,  to  tedious  investigations  in  unusual 
forms,  and  to  exorbitant  duties.  In  short,  that  the 
ordinary  usages  of  coinmei  ce  between  friendly  na 
tions  vvere  abandoned. 

When  it  was  announced  that  the  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan  were  revoked,  the  revocation  to  take 
effect  on  the  first  November  last,  it  was  natural  for 
our  merchants  to  rush  into  the  ports  of  France  to 
take  advantage  of  a market  to  which  they  thought 
y were  invited.  All  these  restraints,  therefore, 
ye  been  unjust  in  regard  to  the  parties  who  suff  er- 
by  them  y nor  can  they  be  reconciled  to  the  re 
■ct  which  was  due  to  this  government.  U France 
wished  to  exclude  the  American  commerce 
her  ports,  she  ought  to  have  declared  it  to  thi> 
ment,  in  explicit  terms,  in  which  case  due 
ouM  have  been  given  of  it  to  the  American 
ts,  who  would  either  have  avoided  her  ports, 
there  at  their  own  hazard.  But  to  suffer 
enter  her  ports,  under  such  circumstances, 
etain  them  there,  under  anv  pretext  what- 
not be  justified;  . It  is  uot  known  to  what 
injuries  resulting  from  these  delays  have 
ed.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  for  every 


injury  thus  sustained,  the  parties  are  entitled  to  re- 
paration. 

If  the  ports  pf  France  and  her  allies  are  not  open- 
ed to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  on  a liber- 
al scale  and  on  fair  conditions,  of  what  avail  to  them, 
it  may  be  asked,  will  be  the  revocation  of  the  Bri- 
tish orders  in  council?  In  contending  for  the  re- 
vocation of  those  orders,  so  far  as  it  was  an  object 
of  interest,  the  United  States  had  in  view  a trade 
with  the  continent.  It  was  a fair  and  legitimate 
object  and  worth  contending  for,  while  France  en- 
couraged it.  But  if  she  shuts  her  ports  on  our 
commerce,  or  burdens  it  with  heavy  duties,  that 
motive  is  at  an  end. 

That  France  has  aright  to  impose  such  restraints 
is  admitted  ; but  she  ought  to  be  aware  of  the  con- 
sequences to  which  they  necessarily  lead.  The  least 
tout  ought  to  be  expected  to  follow,  would  be  such 
contetvailing  restrictions  on  the  French  commerce 
as  must  destroy  the  value  of  the  intercourse  between 
the  two  countries,  and  leave  the  United  States  no 
motive  of  interest  to  maintain  their  right  to  that  in- 
tercourse, by  a sacrifice  of  any  other  branch  of 
their  commerce;  adequate  motives  to  such  a sacri- 
fice could  only  be  found  in  considerations  distinct 
from  any  reasonable  pretensions  on  the  part  of 
France. 

To  the  admission  of  every  article,  the  produce 
of  the  United  States  no  objection  is  anticipated  ; 
nor  does  £there  appear  to  be  just  cause  for  any  to  the 
admission  of  colonial  produce.  A supply  of  that 
produce  will  be  annually  wanted  in  France  and 
other  countries  connected  with  her,  and  the  United 
States  alone  can  furnish  it  during  the  war.  It  will 
doubtless  be  the  interest  of  Fiance  and  her  allies 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  industry  and  capital  of 
the  American  merchants,  it  furnishing  those  arti 
cles  by  which  the  wants  of  their  people  will  be 
supplied  and  their  revenue  increased.  Several  of" 
the  colopies  belonged  to  France,  and  may  again  be- 
long to  her.  Great  Britain,  by  securingto  her  own 
colonies  the  monopoly  of  her  home  market,  lessens 
the  value  of  the  produce  of  the  conquered  colonies. 
Fiance  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  distresses  of 
her  late  colonies,  nor  ought  she  to  abandon  because 
she  cannot  protect  them.  In  pressing  this  impor- 
tant object  on  the  government  of  France,  it  will  not 
escape  your  attention,  that  several  important  arti- 
cles in  the  list  of  colonial  productions  are  raised  iqf 
Louisiana,  and  will  of  course  be  comprised  among 
those  of  the  United  States. 

You  will  seethe  injustice,  and  endeavor  to  pre 
vent  the  necessity  of  bringing  in  return  for  Ameri- 
can cargoes  sold  in  France,  an  equal  amount  in  the 
produce  or  manufactures  of  that  country.  No  sucli 
obligation  is  imposed  on  French  merchants  trading 
to  the  United  States.  They  enjoy  the  liberty  of 
selling  their  cargoes  for  cash,  and  taking  back  what 
they  please  from  this  country  in  return,  and  the 
right  ou^ht  to  be  reciprocal. 

It  is  indispensable  that  the  trade  be  free,  that  all 
American  citizens  engaged  in  it  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing,  and,  with  this  view,  that  the  system 
of  carrying  it  on  by  licences  granted  by  French 
agents  he  immediately  annulled.  You  will  make  it 
distinctly  understood  by  the  French  government, 
that  the  United  States  cannot  submit  to  that  system 
which  tends  to  sacrifice  one  part  of  the  community 
to  another,  ana  to  give  a corrupt  influence  to  the 
igents  of  a foreign  power  in  our  towns,  which  is, 
in  everv  view,  incompatible  with  the  principles  of 
our  government,  ft  was  presumed  that  this  system 
had  been  abandoned  some  time  since,  as  a letter 
horn  the  duke  of  Cadore,  of  to  Mr.  Russell 
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gave  assurance  of  it.  Should  it,  however,  be  stil  ( every  American  vessel  and  cargo,  even  tho^e  which 
maintained,  you  will  not  fail  to  bring  the  subject!  had  been  delivered  up  to  the  owners,  by  Compro- 
wirhout  delay  before  the  French  government,  and  mise  with  the  captors,  were  seized  and  sold.  The 
urge  its  immediate  abandonment.  The  president  j law  of  March  1st,  1809,  commonly  called  the  non- 


having long  since  expressed  his  strongest  disappro 
b ition  of  it,  and  requested  that  the  consuls  would 
discontinue  it,  it  is  probable,  if  they  still  disregard  his 
injunction,  that  he  may  find  it  necessary  to  revoke 
their  exequators..  I mention  this,  that  you  may  be 
able  to  explain  the  motive  to  such  a measure,  should 
it  take  place,  which,  without  such  explanation, 
might  probably  be  viewed  in  a mistaken  light  by 
the  French  government. 

It  is  important,  that  the  rate  of  duties  imposed 
on  our  commerce,  in  every  article,  should  be  made 
as  low  as  possible.  If  they  are  not,  they  may  pro- 
duce the  effect  of  a prohibition  ; they  will  be  sure 
to  depress  the  article  and  discourage  the  trade. 

You  will  be  able  to  ascertain  the  various  other 
claims  which  the  United  States  have  on  France,  tor 
injuries  done  to  their  citizens,  under  decrees  of  a 
subsequent  date  to  those  of  Berlin  and  Milan,  and 
you  will  likewise  use  your  best  exertions  to  obtain 
an  indemnity  for  them.  It  is  presumed,  that  the 
French  government  will  be  disposed  to  do  justice 
for  all  those  injuries.  In  looking  to  the  future,  the 
past  ought  fairly  and  honorably  to  be  adjusted.  It 
that  is  not  done,  much  dissatisfaction  will  remain 
here,  which  cannot  fail  to  produce  a very  unfavora- 
ble effect  on  the  relations  which  are  to  subsist  in 
future  between  the  two  countries. 

The  first  of  these  latter  decrees  bears  date  at  Bay 
onire,  on  the  17th  March,  1808,  by  which  many 
American  vessels  and  their  cargoes  were  seized  and 
carried  into  France,  and  others  which  had  entered 
her  ports,  in  the  fair  course  of  trade,  were  seized, 
and  sequestered  or  confiscated  by  her  government. 

It  was  pretended  in  vindication  of  this  measure  that 
as  under  our  embargo  law  no  American  vessel  could 
navigate  theocean,  all  those  who  were  found  on  it 
were  trading  on  British  account, and  lawful  prize. 

The  fact  however  was  otherwise.  At  the  time  the 
embargo  was  laid,  a great  number  ot  our  vessels 
were  at  sea,  engaged  in  their  usual  commerce; 
many  of  them  on  distant  voyages.  Their  absence, 
especially  as  no  previous  notice  could  be  given  them, 
was  strictly  justifiable  under  the  law  ; and  .as  no: 
obligation  was  imposed  on  them  by  the  law  to  re- 
turn, they  committed  no  offence  by  remaiuing 
abroad.  Other  vessels,  inconsiderable  in  number 
left  the  United  States  in  violation  of  the  law,  The 
latter  committed  an  offence  against  their  country, 
but  none  against  foreign  powers.  They  were  not 
disfranchised  by  the  net.  They  were  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  their  government,  and  it  had  a right 
to  inflict  on  them  the  penalty  which  their  conduct 
had  exposed  them  to.  The  government  of  France 
could  withdraw  them  from  neither  of  these  claims 
The  absence  of  none  of  these  vessels  was  a proo. 
that  they  were  trading  on  British  account.  The 
cargoes  which  they  carried  with  them,  the  value  ot 
which  was  much  enhanced  bv  the  embargo,  were 
alone  an  ample  capital  to  trade  on.  As  the  pretext, 
under  which  these  vessels  were  taken,  is  no  justifi 
cation  of  (he  act,  you  will  claim  an  indemnity  to 
our  citizens  for  every  species  of  injury  arising 
from  it. 

The  Ranjboulllet  decree  was  a still  more  unjusti 
liable  aggression  on  trie  rights  of  the  United  States, 
and  invasion  of  tfie  property  of  their  citizens.  It 
bears  date  on  the  £3d  Match,  1810,  and  made  a 
sweep  of  all  American  property  within  the  reach  of 
French  power.  It  was  also  restrospective  .extend- 
ing back  to  the  ZOth  May,  1&Q9,  By  this  decree,  jpeeted  you  will  do,  -and  full  confidence  h regesed 


intercourse  law,  was  the  pretext  for  this  measure, 
'which  was  intended  as  an  act  of  reprisal.  It  re- 
quires no  reasoning  to  show  the  injustice  of  this 
pretension.  Our  law  regulated  the  trade  of  the  U. 
States,  with  other  powers,  particularly  with  France 
and  Great  Britain,  and  was  such  a law  as  every  na- 
tion has  a right  to  adopt.  It  was  dnlv  promulgated, 
and  reasonable  notice  given  ot  it  to  other  powers. 
It  was  also  impartial  as  related  to  the  belligerents. 
The  condemnation  of  such  vessels  of  France  or 
England  as  came  into  the  ports  ofthe  United  States, 
in  bleach  of  this  law,  was  strictly  proper,  and 
could  afford  no  cause  of  complaint  to  either  power. 
The  seizure  of  so  vast  a property  as  was  laid  hold 
of  under  that  pretext,  by  the  French  government, 
places  the  transaction  in  a very  fair  light.  Jf  an  in- 
demnity had  been  sought  for  on  imputed  injury,  tire 
measure  of  the  injury  should  have  been  ascertained* 
and  the  indemnity  proportioned  to  it.  But  in  this 
case  no  injury  had  been  sustained  on  principle.  A 
trifling  loss  only  had  been  incurred,  and  for  that 
loss  all  the  American  property  which  could  be 
found  was  seized,  involving  in  indiscriminate  ruin 
innocent  merchants  who  bad  entered  the  ports  of 
France  in  the  fair  course  of  trade.  It  is  proper  that 
vou  should  make  it  distinctly  known  to  the  French 
government,  that  the  claim  to  a just  reparation  for 
these  spoliations  cannot  be  relinquished,  and  that  a. 
delay  in  making  it  will  produce  very  high  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  government  and  people  of  these  states.. 

It  has  been  intimated  that  the  French  govern- 
ment would  be  willing  to  make  this  reparation,  pro- 
vided the  United  States  would  make  one  in  return 
tor  the  vessels  and  property  condemned  under  and 
in  breach  of  our  non  intercourse  law.  Although 
the  proposition  was  objectionable,  in  many  views, 
yet  this  government  consented  to  it,  to  save  so  great  - 
a mass  of  the  property  of  our  citizens.  An  instruc- 
tion for  this  purpose  was  given  to  your  predecessor, 
which  you  are  authorised  to  carry  into  effect. 

The  influence  of  France  has  been  exerted  to  the 
injury  of  the  United  States,  in  all  the  countries  to 
which  her  power  has  extended.  In  Spain,  Hol- 
land and  Naples  it  has  been  most  sensibly  felt.  In 
each  of  these  countries  the  vessels  aud  cargoes  of 
American  merchants  were  seized  and  conficated, 
under  various  decrees,  founded  in  different  pretexts, 
none  ,of  which  had  even  the  semlhanee  of  right  to 
support  them.  As  the  United  States  never  injured 
France  that  plea  must  fail  ; and  that  they  had  in- 
jured either  of  those  powers  was  never  pretended.. 
You  will  be  furnished  with  the  documents  which 
relate  to  these  aggressions,  and  you  will  claim  of 
the  French  government  an  indemnity  for  them. 

The  United  States  have  also  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  France,  or  many  injuries  that  were 
committed  by  persons  acting  under  her  authority. 
Of  these  the  most  distinguished  and  lea.it  justifia- 
ble, are  the  examples  which  occurred,  of  burning 
the  vessels  of  our  citizens  at  sea.  Their  atrocity 
forbid  the  imputation  of -them  to  the  government. 
To  jt  however  the  United  States  must  look  for  re- 
paration, which  you  will  accor  dingly  claim. 

It  is  possible  that  in  this  enumeration  I mav  have 
omitted  many  injur  ies  of  which  no  account  has  yet, 
been  transmitted  to  this  department.  You  wii2 
have  it  in  vour  power  to  acquire  a more  comprehen- 
sive knowledge  of  .them  at  Paris,  which,  it  i 
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in  your  exertions  to  obtain  of  the  French  govern- 
ment the  just  measure  of  redress. 

France  it  is  presumed  has  changed  her  policy  to- 
wards the  United  States.  The  revocation  of  her 
decrees  is  an  indication  of  that  change,  and  some 
recent  acts  more  laworable  to  the  commercial  inter- 
course wiih  her  ports,  the  evidence  of  which  will  be 
found  in  a copy  of  a letter  from  her  minister  here 
of  strengthens  the  presumption.  But 

much  is  yet  to  be  done  by  her  to  satisfy  the  just 
claims  of  this  country.  To  revoke  blockades  of 
boundless  extent  in  the  present  state  of  her  marine, 
was  making  no  sacrifice.  She  must  indemnify  us 
for  past  injuries,  and  open  her  ports  to  our  com 
merce  on  a fair  and  liberal  scale.  If  she  wishes  to 
profit  of  neutral  commerce  she  must  become  thp 
advocate  of  neutral  rights  as  well  by  her  practice 
as  her  theory.  The  United  States,  standing  on 
their  own  ground,  will  be  able  to  support  those 
rights  with  effect ; and  they  will  certainly  fail  in 
nothing  which  they  owe  to  their  character  or  in- 
terest. 

The  papers  relative  to  the  Impeteux,the  Revanche 
de  Cerf,  and  the  French  privateer  seized  at  New 
Orleans,  will  be  delivered  £o  you.  They  will,  it  is 
presumed,  enable  you  to  satisfy  the  French  govern- 
ment of  the  strict  propriety  of  the  conduct  of  the 
United  States,  in  all  those  occurrences. 

The  frigate,  which  takes  you  to  France,  will  pro- 
ceed to  Holland  to  execute  an  order  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  relative  to  the  interest  due  on  the 
public  debt.  She  will  return  to  France  to  take  Mr. 
Russell  to  England;  and,  after  landing  him,  sail 
back  immediately  to  the  United  States.  The  inter 
val  afforded  bv  a visit  to  Holland,  will  be  sufficient 
to  enable  you  to  communicate  fully  and  freely  with 
the  French  government  on  all  the  topics,  to  which 
it  will  be  your  duty  to  invite  its  attention,  under 
your  instructions.  A short  detention,  however, 
would  not  be  objected  to,  if  you  deemed  it  important 
to  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  BARLOW. 

Department  of  State,  Nov.  21,  1811. 

SIR — 1 have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a copy 
of  the  pre-idenCs  message  to  congress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  and  of  the  documents 
which  accompanied  it. 

In  this  very  interesting  communication,  you  will 
find  that  the  president  has  done  justice  to  both  of 
the  belligerents.  He  has  spoken  of  each  as  it  de- 
serves. To  France  he  has  given  the  credit  due  for 
the  revocation  of  her  decrees,  while  he  has  bestow- 
ed on  those  injuries  which  remained  unredressed, 
their  merited  censure.  Of  England  he  has  spoken 
in  terms  of  censure  onlv,  because  she  had  in  no  re 
spect  changed  her  unfriendly  policy.  Thus  the 
whole  subject  of  our  foreign  relations  is  presented 
fully  and  fairly  before  the  legislature  and  the  pub- 
lic ; and,  I am  happy  to  add,  that  so  far  as  an  opi 
nion  can  now  be  formed  of  the  impression  made,  the 
public  sentiment  is  ip  strict  harmony  with  that  ex 
pressed  by  the  executive.  Few,  if  anv,  seem  to  be 
willing  to  relinquish  the  ground  which  Has  been 
t ikenby  the  non-importation  act  ; and  most  seem 
to  be  resolved,  if  Great  Britain  does  not  revoke  her 
o 'ders  in  council,  to  adopt  more  decisive  measures 
t > wards  her. 

If  the  United  States  experience  any  embarrass 
ment  in  the  course  which  they  are  pursuing  in  sup 
port  of  their  rights,  or  fail  m the  ultimate  success, 
it  will  be  owing  to  the  conduct  of  the  French  go 


r eminent.  It  cannot  be  doubted,  if  France  remains 
true  to  her  engagements,  by  a faithful  observance  of 
the  revocation  ot  her  decrees,  and  acquits  hersejf 
on  the  various  other  points  on  which  you  are  in- 
structed, to  the  just  claim  of  this  country,  thaiGreat- 
Britain  will  be  compelled  to  follow  her  example 
in  which  event,  the  war  will  immediately  assume  a 
new  character,  such  as  has  been  the  professed  wish 
of  both  belligerents, mitigating  its  calamities  to  both 
of  them,  as  well  as  diffusing  the  happiest  effect  on 
neutral  states. 

The  part  which  France  Ought  to  act  is  a plain 
one.  It  is  dictated,  in  every  circumstance,  by  the 
clearest  principles  of  justice  and  soundest  maxims 
of  policy.  The  president  has  presented  to  view,  in 
the  message  to  congress,  the  prominent  features  of  1 
this  plan,  by  stating  equally  our  rights  and  injuries.  | 
It  will  scarcely  be  necessary  for  me  to  go  into  any 
of  the  details,  which  are  already  so  well  known  to  I 
you.  I will  briefly  advert  to  them. 

It  is  not  sufficient,  in  the  final  decision  of  a cause  1 
brought  before  a French  tribunal,  that  it  should 
appear  that  the  French  decrees  are  repealed.  An 
active  prohibitory  policy  should  be  adopted  to  pre-  j 
vent  seizures  on  the  principles  of  those  decrees. — j 
All  that  is  expected  is,  that  France  will  act  in  con-  I 
formity  to  her  own  principles.  If  that  is  done,  neu-  | 
tral  nations  would  then  have  ah  important  object  1 
before  them,  and  one  belligerent  at  least  prove  that  | 
it  contended  for  principle  rather  than  for  power  ; ] 

that  it  sought  the  aid  of  neutral  nations  in  support  1 
of  that  principle,  and  did  not  make  it  a pretext,  to 
enlist  them  on  their  side,  to  demolish  its  enemies. 
The  abuses  that  are  practised  by  French  privateers  1 
in  the  Baltic,  the  Channel,  Mediterranean,  and 
wherever  else  they  cruise,  have,  of  late  more  espe- 
cially, reached  an  enormous  height.  In  the  Baltic  i 
they  have  been  more  odious  from  the  circumstance 
that  it  was  expected  that  they  had  been  completely  1 
suppressed  there.  Till  of  late  these  abuses  were  4 
imputed  to  the  privateers  of  Denmark,  which  in-  j 
duced  the  president  to  send  a special  mission  to  the  j 
Danish  government,  which,  it  was  understood,  was  i 
producing  the  desired  effect.  But  it  is  now  repre-  1 
sented  that  the  same  evil  is  produced  by  a collusion  j 
between  the  privateers  of  Denmark  and  those  ©f  ^ 
France.  Hence  it  assumes  a worse  character  : to  \ 
seizures  equally  unlawful,  are  added,  by  carrying 
the  causes  to  Paris,  still  more  oppressive  delays. 

If  the  French  government  is  not  willing  to  adopt 
the  general  rule  alluded  to,  in  favor  of  American 
commerce,  it  is  presumed  that  it  will  not  hesitate  to  t 
define  explicitly,  the  causes  of  seizure,  and  to  give  j 
such  precise  orders  to  its  cruisers  respecting  them, 
with  an  assurance  of  certain  punishment  to  these 
who  violate  them,  as  will  prevent  all  abuse  in  fu- 
ture. Whatever  orders  are  given,  it  would  be  sa- 
tisfactory to  this  government  to  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with* them.  The  president  wishes  to  know,  . 
with  great  accuracy,  the  principles  by  which  the 
French  government  intends  to  be  governed,  in  re- 
gard to  neutral  commerce.  A frank  explanation 
on  this  subject,  will  be  regarded  as  a proof  of  the 
friendly  policy  which  France  is  disposed  to  pursue 
towards  the  United  States.  > < 

What  advantages  does  France  derive  from  these 
abuses?  Vessels  trading  from  the  United  States  can 
never  afford  cause  of  suspicion  on  any  principle, 

nor  ought  they  to  be  subject  to  seizure.-- Can 

the  few  French  privateers  which  occasionally  ap- 
pear1 at  sea,  make  any  general  impression  on  the 
commerce  of  Gr  eat  Britain  ? .They  seldom  touch 
a British  vessel.  Legitimate  apd  honorable  warfare 
is  not  their  object.  The  unarmed  vessels  oi  tne 


THE  WEEKLY  RECI8TER FOREIGN  RELATIONS.  221 


United  States,  are  their  only  prey.  The  opportu- 
nities o;  fair  prize  are  few,even  should  France  main- 
tain the  British  principle.  Can  these  few  prizes 
compensate  her  for  the  violation  of  herown  princi 
pies,  and  for  the  effect  which  it  ought,  and  cannot 
fail,  to  produce  here? 

Indemnity  must  be  made  for  spoliations  on  Ame- 
rican property  under  other  decrees.  On  this  sub 
jectit  is  unnecessary  to  add  any  thing  to  your  pre 
sent  instructions.  They  are  detailed  and  explicit. 

The  trade  by  licenses  must  be  abrogated.  I can- 
not too  strongly  express  the  surprise  of  the  presi- 
dent, after  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  this  go 
vernrnent,  and  more  especially  after  the  letter  of  the 
duke  of  C adore  to  Mr.  Russell,  of  the 

last,  informing  him,  tlyit  that  system 
would  fall  with  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  that 
it  should  still  be  adhered  to.  The  exequators  of 
the  consuls  U'ho  have- granted  such  licences  would 
long  since  have  been  revoked,  if  orders  to  them  to 
discontinue  the  practice  had  not  daily  been  expect- 
ed, or  in  case  they  were  not  received,  the  more  ef- 
fectual interposition  of  congress  to  suppress  it.  It 
will  certainly  be  prohibited  by  law,  under  severe 
penalties,  in  compliance  with  the  recommendathsn 
cf  the  president,  if  your  despatches  by  the  Consti- 
tution do  not  prove  that  your  demand  on  this  sub- 
ject has  been  duly  attended  to. 

It  is  expected  also  that  the  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  France  and  her  allies,  will  be 
placed  on  the  basis  of  a fair  reciprocity.  If  the  op 
pressive  restrictions  which  still  fetter  and  harrass 
our  commerce  there  are  not  removed,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  congress  will,  as  soon  as  it  appears  that 
a suitable  change  may  not  be  expected,  impose  si 
milar  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  France. 
Should  such  a state  of  things  arise  between  the  two 
countries,  you  will  readily  perceive  the  obvious  ten 
dency,  or  rather  certain  effect  on  the  relations  which 
now  subsist  between  them. 

This  is  a short  sketch  of  the  policy  which  it  is 
expected  Fiance  will  observe  in  regard  to  neutral 
commerce,  and  the  other  just  claims  of  the  United 
States.  A compliance  with  it  will  impose  on  her 
no  onerous  conditions  ; no  concessions  in  favor  of 
the  United  States.  She  will  perform  no  act  which 
she  is  not  bound  to  perform,  by  a strict  regard  to 
justice.  She  will  abstain  from  none,  the  abstinence 
from  which  is  not  dictated  by  the  principles  which 
she  asserts,  and  professes  to  support.  What  is  also 
of  great  importance,  the  course  pointed  out  cannot 
fail  to  prove,  in  all  it  consequences,  of  the  highest 
advantage  to  her. 

Among  the  measures  necessary  to  support  the 
attitude  taken  by  this  government,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  a law  will  pass  authorising  all  mer 
chant  vessels  to  arm  in  their  own  defence.  If  Eng- 
land alone,  by  maintaining  her  orders  in  council, 
violates  our  neutral  rights,  with  her  only  can  any 
collision  take  effect.  But  in  authorising  merchant 
vessels  to  arm,  the  object  will  be  to  enable  them  to 
support  their  rights  against  all  who  attempt  to  vio- 
late them.  This  consideration  ought  to  afford  a 
strong  additional  motive  to  Fi  ance  to  inhibit  her 
privateers  from  interfering  with  American  vessels. 
The  United  States  will  maintain  their  neutral  rights 
equally  against  all  nations  who  violate  them. 

You  will  find  among  the  documents  which  ac 
company  the  president’s  message,  a correspondence 
between  Mr.  Foster  and  me,  by  which  the  differ- 
ence relaiive  to  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  is 
terminated.  It  was  thought  advisable  not  to  de 
clitic  the  advance  ot  the  British  government  on  this 
point,  although  none  was  made  on  any  other  ; and, 


as  the  terms  offered  were  such  as  had  been  in  sub- 
stance approved  before,  to  accept  them.  The  ad- 
justment, however,  of  this  difference,  does  not  au- 
thorise the  expectation  of  a favorable  result  from 
the  British  government  on  any  other  point.  This 
government  will  pursue  the  same  policy  towards 
Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  other  injuries,  as  if  this 
had  not  been  accommodated. 

You  will  also  find  among  the  printed  documents, 
a correspondence  with  Mr.  Foster  respecting  the 
Floridas.  To  his  remonstrance  against  the  occu- 
pation of  West  Florida  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  told  that  it  belonged  to  them  by  a 
title  which  could  not  be  improved.  And  to  that  re- 
lative to  East  Florida,  he  was  informed  that  Spain 
owed  the  United  States  for  spoliations  on  their  com- 
merce, and  for  the  suppression  of  the  deposit  of 
New  Orleans,  more  than  it  was  worth  ; that  the 
United  States  looked  to  East  Florida  for  their  in- 
demnity; that  they  would  suffer  no  power  to  take 
it,  and  would  take  it  themselves,  either,  at  the  invi- 
tation of  the  inhabitants,  or  to  prevent  its  falling 
into  the  hands  of  another  power.  With  so  just  a 
claim  on  it,  and  without  any  adverse  claim,  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  is  any  wise  sustain- 
able, more  especially,  as  the  necessary  severance  of 
the  Spanish  colonies  from  Old  Spain  is  admitted, 
and  the  known  disposition  and  interest  of  the  inha- 
bitants are  in  favor  ot  the  United  States,  the  idea  of 
purchasing  the  territory,  otherwise  than  as  it  has 
been  already  more  than  paid  for,  in  the  property 
wrongfully  taken  from  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  does  not  merit,  and  has  not  received  a mo- 
ment’s consideration  here.  You  will  therefore, dis- 
countenance the  idea  every  where,  and  in  every 
shape. 

You  will  be  furnished  with  a copy  of  my  corre- 
spondence with  Mr.  Surrurier  on  the  subject  of  a 
vessel  called  the  Balaou,  No.  5,  (formerly  the  Ex- 
change) bearing  a commission  from  the  emperor  of 
France,  lately  libelled  in  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  Pennsylvania.  The  decision  of 
that  court  was  in  favor  of  a discharge  of  the  vessel. 
An  appeal  was  taken  from  it  to  the  circuit  court,  b$F 
which  the  sentence  was  reversed.  The  cause  was 
then  carried  by  appeal,  at  the  instance  of  the  go- 
vernment, to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  where  it  is  now  depending.  The  whole  pro- 
cess in  favor  of  the  French  government  is  conduct- 
ed on  the  part,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States,  without,  however,  making  themselves  a 
party  to  it. 

This  vessel  was  one  of  those  that  was  seized  un- 
der the  Rarnbouillet  decree. — The  French  govern- 
ment took  her  into  service,  as  appears  by  the  docu- 
ments in  possession  of  the  commandant,  and  sent 
her  with  dispatches  to  some  distant  quarter.  She 
came  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  as  it  is  said,  m 
distress  ; she  having  on  board  a cargo,  distress  may 
have  been  a pretext.  As  this  government  denies 
the  justice  of  the  Rarnbouillet  decree,  has  remon- 
strated against  it,  and  expects  an  indemnity  for 
losses  under  it,  you  will  be  sensible,  of  the  delicacy 
and  difficulty  which  it  has  experienced  in  interfering 
in  any  respect  in  the  case.  To  lake  the  vessel  from 
the  court,  and,  of  course,  from  the  owner,  and  re- 
store her  to  the  French  consul  or  other  agent,  even 
if,  under  any  circumstances,  lawful,  would  have  ex- 
cited universal  discontent.  1 cannot  dismiss  this 
subject  without  remarking,  that  if  the  government 
of  France  had  not  violated  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  by  the  Rarnbouillet  decree,  this  case  would 
not  have  occurred ; and  that  it  is  painful  to  see  a 
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question,  connected  with  the  public  law,  originate 
under  such  circumstances. 

The  public  vessel  which  takes  these  dispatches 
to  you,  has  others  for  our  charge  d’affai:  -s  at  Lon 
don.  After  landing  Mr.  Biddle,  who  is  the  bearer 
of  yours,  at  some  port  in  France,  she  will  proceed 
immediately  to  the  English  coast,  and  land  Mr. 
Tayloe,  the  messenger  who  is  charged  with  those 
for  Lbndon.  It  is  expected  that  she  will  be  subject 
to  a short  delay  only  on  the  English  coast,  and  ihat 
your  dispatches  will  be  prepared  for  her,  on  her  re- 
turn to  France.  It  is  highly  important  to  this  go- 
vernment to  obtain,  without  delay,  or  rather  with 
the  greatest  possible  dispatch,  correct  information 
from  you,  and  from  our  charge  d'affaires  at  Lon 
don,  of  the  policy  adopted,  and  the  measures  which 
have  already  been  taken  on  the  important  interests 
depending  with  each  government,  on  which  you 
have  been  respectively  instructed.  A short  deten- 
tion of  the  vessel,  for  an  obvious  and  useful  pur- 
pose, as  intimated  heretofore,  will  not  be  objected 
to  ; but  such  a delay  as  has,  on  some  occasions,  oc- 
curred, is  utterly  inadmissible. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

Signed  J.  MONROE. 

LETTERS  FROM  MR.  BARLOW  TO  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  STATE. 

No.  1. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  Secretary 
of  State , dated 

Paris,  Sept.  29, 1811. 

I seize  the  first  occasion  to  announce  to  you  my 
arrival,  though  I have  very  little  else  to  announce. 

I landed  at  Cherbourg  the  8th  of  this  month,  and 
arrived  at  Paris  the  19th. 

The  emperor  has  been  residing  for  some  time  at 
Compeigne,  and  it  unluckily  happened  that  he  set 
out  thence  for  the  coast  and  for  Holland  the  day  of 
mv  arrival  here. 

The  duke  of  Bassano,  minister  for  foreign  re- 
lations, came  the  next  day  to  Paris,  for  two  days 
only,  when  he  was  to  follow  the  emperor  to  join 
him  in  Holland,  Gen.  Turreau,  and  others  who 
called  on  me  the  morning  after  I reached  Paris,  as- 
sured me  that  the  duke  was  desirous  of  seeing  me 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  with  as  little  ceremony. 

On  the  21st  I made  my  first  visit  to  him, which, of 
course  had  no  other  object  than  that  of  delivering  my 
credentials.  I expressed  my  regret  at  the  emperor’s 
absence,  and  the  consequent  delay  of  such  business 
as  was  rendered  particularly  urgent  by  the  necessi- 
ty of  sending  home  the  frigate, and  by  the  approach- 
ing session  of  congress,  as  well  as  by  the  distress 
ed  situation  of  those  American  citizens  who  were 
waiting  the  result  of  decisions  which  might  be  has- 
tened by  the  expositions  which  I was  charged  to 
make  on  the  part  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States. * 

He  said  the  emperor  had  foreseen  the  urgency 
nf  the  case,  and  had  charged  him  to  remedy  the 
evil  so  far  as  could  be  done,  by  dispensing  with  my 
presentation  to  his  majesty  until  his  Return  ; and 
fthftt  I might  immediately  proceed  to  business  as  if 
I had  been  presented.  He  said  the  most  flattering 
things  from  the  emperor  relative  to  my  appoint- 
ment. He  observed  that  his  majesty  had  expected 
my  arrival  with  some  solicitude  for  several  months, 
,and  was  disposed  to  do  every  thing  that  I could 
/reasonably  ask,  to  maintain  a good  intelligence  be 
tween  the  two  countries. 

The  duke  then  proposed  a second  interview  for 
fcfie  next  day,  which  he  said  he  hoped  would  be  long 


and  liesurelv,  that  we  might  go  over  the  whole 
range  of  business  that  was  likely  to  come  into 
discussion  between  us,  declaring  that  be  should  be 
justified  by  the  emperor  in  delaying  his  journey 
one  day  for  that  purpose  only,  and  tha£  he  had  no 
other  business  to  detain  him  in  the  capital.  I ac- 
cepted the  invitation,  and  was  with  him  two  hours 
the  next  day. 

I explained  to  him  with  as  much  precision  a s 
possible  the  sentiments  of  the  president  on  the  most 
pressing  objects  of  my  mission,  and  threw  in  such 
observations  as  seemed  to  arise  out  of  what  I con- 
ceived to  be  the  true  interest  of  France. 

He  heard  me  with  patience  and  apparent  solici- 
tude, endeavored  to  explain  away  some  of  the  evils 
of  which  we  complain,  and  expressed  a strong  de- 
sire to  remove  the  rest.  He  said  that  many  of  the 
ideas  I suggested,  were  new  to  him,  and  were  very 
important ; that  he  should  lay  them  before  the  em- 
peror with  fidelity,  and  in  a manner  calculated  to 
produce  the  most  favorable  impression  ; desired 
me  to  reduce  them  to  writing,  to  be  presented  in 
a more  solemn  form,  and  endeavored  to  convince 
me  that  he  doubted  not  our  being  able,  on  the  re- 
turn of  the  emperor,  to  remove  all  obstacles  to  a 
most  perfect  harmpny  between  the  two  countries. 

No.  2. 

Extract  of  a letter  front.  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  state — dated 

Paris,  Oct.  29,  1811. 

The  emperor  stays  in  the  north  much  longer  than 
was  expected.  Having  been  assured  by  the  min- 
ister that  he  would  return  by  the  15th  Oct.  and 
that  during  his  tour  he  would  make  no  stay  in  any 
one  place,  I concluded,  as  I had  the  honor  to  state 
to  you  before,  not  to  follow  him.  The  frigate  Con- 
stitution did  not  return  from  Holland  until  about 
the  time  that  the  emperor  was  to  have  reached 
Fontainbleau,  and  during  the  last  fourteen  days  the 
public  has  been  in  constant  expectation  of  his  ar- 
rival. 

As  the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  and  indeed 
most  of  the  other  ministers  are  with  him,  it  has 
not  been  in  my  power  to  bring  forward,  to  advan- 
tage, any  propositions  on  the  great  objects  of  my 
mission.  For  I was  convinced,  for  reasons  men- 
tioned in  my  first  despatch,  that  these  objects  can 
be  treated  to  the  best  advantage  in  presence,  when 
frequent  conversations  can  be  mingled  with  formal 
and  official  notes. 

My  correspondence  with  the  minister,  therefore, 
has  been  hitherto  confined  to  incidental  matters,  not 
worth  troubling  you  with. 

It  is  nowr  so  fully  believed  that  the  emperor  will 
be  here  about  the  ioth  of  Nov.  and  it  seems  s,o  im- 
portant that  something  of  a decisive  nature  should 
be  communicated  to  you  by  the  frigate,  that  it  is 
thought  best  by  captain  Hull  as  well  as  myself,  that 
she  should  first  go  over  to  Cowes  with  Mr.  Rus- 
sell and  return  to  Cherbourg  for  my  despatches 
for  you. 

No.  3. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  secretary 
of  state — dated 

Paris,  Nov.  21,  1811. 

“ On  the  ninth  of  this  month  the  duke  of  Bassano 
arrived  in  Paris,  and  signified  his  arrival  by  a circu- 
lar to  the  foreign  ministers  here.  The  next  day,  at 
one  o’clock,  I called  at  his  house,  having  in  my 
pocket  the  note  dated  10th  Novf 

*f  My  intention  was,  if  possible,  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  him  before  he  should  read  the  note,  to 
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prepare  his  mind  on  some  points  which,  being  new 
to  him,  might  be  susceptible  of  further  develope- 
rnent,  than  it  would  be  convenient  to  give  in  writ- 
ing. 

*<  Not  finding  the  duke  at  home,  I left  the  note, 
inclosing  with  it  a written  request  for  an  interview 
after  he  should  have  read  the  note.  As  yet  1 have  no 
answer,  but  having  met  him  once  since,  he  assured 
me  that  a very  great  press  of  business  Occupied 
him  every  day  at  St.  Cloud.  He  gave  me  no  other 
reason  for  the  delay  thus  far  ; and  I have  learnt 
through  other  channels,  that  they  are  discussing  in 
the  emperor’s  eouncils  of  commerce  and  of  state, 
the  principal  points  in  my  note.  If  this  discussion 
is  in  good  earnest,  1 shall  probably  have  an  answer 
of  some  sort  before  many  days.” 

[Here  follows  the  letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the 
duke  of  Bassano,  dated  Nov.  10,  1811,  inserted  in 
our  last  No.  page  211.] 

No.  4f. 

MR.  BARLOW  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  state. 

Paris,  19th  Dec.  1811. 

“ Since  the  date  of  my  last  (21st  Nov.)  I have  had 
many  interviews  with  the  minister  of  foreign  rela- 
tions. I have  explained  several  points  and  urged 
every  argument  for  as  speedy  an  answer  to  my  note 
of  the  10th,  as  its  very  serious  importance  would 
allow.  He  always  treats  the  subject  with  apparent 
candor  and  solicitude,  seems  anxious  to  gain  in 
formation,  declares  that  neither  he  nor  the  emperor 
had' before  understood  American  affairs  in  the  light 
in  which  they  now  appear,  and  always  assures  me 
that  he  is  nearly  ready  with  his  answer. 

M But  he  says  the  emperor’s  taking  so  long  a time 
to  consider  it  and  make  up  his  decision,  is  not  with- 
out reason,  for  it  opens  a wide  field  for  meditation 
on  very  interesting  matters.  He  says  the  emperor 
has  read  the  note  repeatedly,  and  with  great  atten- 
tion, that  he  told  him  that  the  reasoning  in  it  was 
every  where  just,  and  the  conclusions  undeniable ; 
but  to  reconcile  its  principles  with  the  continental 
system,  presented  difficulties  not  easy  to  remove. 

‘‘  From  what  the  emperor  told  me  himself  at  the 
last  diplomatic  audience,  and  from  a variety  of  hints 
and  other  circumstances  remarked  among  the  peo- 
ple about  his  person,  I have  been  made  to  believe 
that  he  is  really  changing  his  system  relative  to  our 
trade,  and  that  the  answer  to  my  note  will  be  more 
satisfactory  than  I had  at  first  expected.  But  the 
unexpected  and  unreasonable  delay  has  almost  dis- 
couraged me  of  late. 

“ I am  extremely  anxious  to  dispatch  the  frigate, 
and,  had  I imagined  the  delay  would  have  been  so 
great,  I would  not  have  ordered  her  to  return  after 
landing  Mr.  Russell  in  England.  There  is  howe- 
ver a kind  of  consolation  thus  far  ; the  captain 
writes  me  that  had  she  been  ready  to  sail  three 
weeks  ago,  the  weather  has  been  such  ever  since 
that  she  could  not  have  left  the  port  by  this  time. 

“ I hope  and  am  pretty  certain  now  that  I shall 
dispatch  the  messenger,  Mr.  Morris,  in  five  or  six 
days  at  least. 

“ I send  this  by  a Mr.  Odin  of  Boston,  by  way 
of  England.  I have  given  him  a passport  as  bearer 
of  dispatches  and  he  goes  by  Morlaix  without  ex 
pense  to  the  United  States.” 

[Here  follows  the  letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the 
secretary  of  state  dated  December31, 181 1 , inserted 
in  our  last  No.  page  212 — and  also  the  letter  from 
the  Duke  of  Bassano  to  Mr.  Barlow  of  the  27lh  of 
the  same  month,  as  therein  published.]  j 


[Enclosed  in  No.  5.] 

Translation  of  a letter  from  the  duke  of  Bassano  to 
Mr.  Bar  low , dated 

Paris,  Decembers!. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  announce  to  you  that 
his  majesty  the  emperor,  by  a decision  of  the  12th 
of  this  month,  has  ordered  to  be  disposed  at  the  dis 
position  of  their  government  twenty-three  Amera 
cans,  whom  the  town  of  Dantzic  had  by  mistake 
comprised  in  a levie  of  sailors  it  had  to  furnish  to 
France.  1'hese  sailors  had  been  sent  to  Antwerp, 
and  afterwards  to  Rochefort,  and  these  successive 
removals  having  rendered  impracticable  the  imme- 
diate proof  of  their  citizenship,  every  decision  on 
that  subject  was  necessarily  deferred.  The  usage 
is  to  deliver  to  the  nearest  consul  those  who  are 
claimed  by  his  government.  Therefore  the  twen- 
ty-three American  sailors  could  not  be  sent  directly 
from  Rochefort  to  Cherbourg,  as  you  desired ; but 
the  minister  of  marine  has  directed  the  maritime 
prefect  of  Rochefort  to  have  them  struck  off  the 
rolls,  and  to- send  them  to  Rochelle,  there  to  be  put 
at  the  disposition  of  the  consul  of  the  United  States. 

1 hasten,  sir,  to  apprise  you  of  this,  and  I have 
the  honor  to  renew  the  assurance  of  my  high  con- 
sideration, THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 

No.  6 * 

MR.  BARLOW  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Paris , January  4th,  1812. 

Sir — Though  Mr.  Morris  has  been  gone  thirty- 
six  hours,  I send  this  by  the  mail  to  take  its  chance 
of  reaching  Cherbourg  before  the  sailing  of  the 
frigate,  just  to  say,  that  Mr.  Biddle,  the  messenger 
by  the  Hornet,  has  reached  me.  I have  scarcely 
had  time  to  open  the  packets,  but  shall  lose  no  time 
in  obeying  your  instructions  as  far  as  I am  able, 
soon  as  I find  what  they  are;  and  I hope  not  to  de- 
tain the  Hornet  after  her  return  from  England. 

With  great  respect  and  attachment,  your  obedient 
servant,  , J.  BARLOW. 

[translation.] 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  Duke  of  Bassano  to  Mr* 
Barlow,  dated 

Paris,  8th  January,  1812. 

Sir — You  did  me  the  honor  to  apprise  me  on  the 
15th  December,  that  a certain  number  of  Amei  icans, 
making  part  of  the  crews  of  different  vessels  cap- 
tured and  carried  into  our  ports,  found  themselves 
detained  in  France  as  prisoners  of  war.  Evidence 
taken  on  their  persons,  and  on  board  the  vessels  in 
which  they  served,  denotes  that  eight  among  them 
nave  been  seized  under  a neutral  flag.  Those  named 
Joel  Wicker,  Judah  Swift,  Hetman  Dickenson, 
served  on  board  the  American  ship  Friendship  : 
Littleton  Addison,  William  Banks,  Martin  Kelly, 
and  Richard  Miller,  belonged  to  the  American  ship 
Spanish  Lady;  and  John  Beadley,  to  the  Pappen- 
burgh  vessel  the  Catharine. 

His  majesty  the  emperor,  upon  the  report  which 
I have  presented  to  him,  has  ordered  that  these 
eight  seamen,  whatever  may  have  been  the  causes 
of  the  capture  of  their  vessels,  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
position of  their  government. 

The  ancient  decision  applicable  to  all  seamen 
making  part  of  the  crew  of  an  enemy  vessel,  what- 
ever may  be  theii  citizenship,  f na'iona/ite]  do  not 
permit  to  be  extended  to  American  seamen,  found 

* Not  No.  by  Mr.  Barlow. 
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under  such  circumstances,  the  friendly  measure  of 
which  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high  conside- 
ration, &.C.  Si c. 

Signed  THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 

No.  6. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  dated , 

Paris,  January  28,  1812. 

“In  consequence  of  the  note  of  the  minister  of 
foreign  relations  (of  which  I had  the  honor  of  send 
ing  you  a copy  by  the  frigate,  and  now  send  another 
copy)  announcing  that  he  was  authorised  to  nego- 
tiate and  sign  a treaty  of  commerce,  on  principles 
of  perfect  reciprocity,  1 had  some  personal  con- 
ferences with  him  on  the  nature  of  those  principles. 
I then  drew  up  the  project  of  a treaty  and  sent  it  to 
him  on  the  17th  instant. 

“ 1 have  reason  to  presume  that  in  a short  time, 
say  three  or  four  weeks,  the  work  may  be  finished 
“ and  the  treaty  ready  to  be  submitted  to  the  presi- 
dent. This  being  a matter  of  so  much  importance 
in  itself,  so  essential,  when  finished,  to  have  it  dis- 
patched as  soon  as  possible,  by  the  safest  and  swift- 
est conveyance,  and  so  improbable  that  at  the  time 
contemplated  I shall  be  able  to  find  any  such  con- 
veyance, but  by  a public  ship,  that  I have  conclud 
ed  to  detain  the  Hornet. 

“ Having  ventured  on  this  resolution  I am  now 
anxious  to  impart  it  to  you,  with  the  copies  above 
mentioned,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  for  this  purpose 
I send  the  Hornet  with  this  dispatch  to  England,  de- 
siring Mr.  Russel  to  forward  it  with  such  expedition 
and  safety  as  may  be  in  his  power,  as  none  can  be 
had  at  present  from  this  country. 

“The  affair  of  the  Acastus  now  terminated  will 
be  at  least  one  more  proof  that  the  obnoxious  de- 
crees are,  in  good  faith  annulled. 

“The ship  Acastus,  captain  Cottle,  loaded  with 
tobacco,  and  bound  from  Norfolk  to  Tonnengen, 
was  boarded  bv  an  English  frigate,  and  afterwards 
taken  by  a French  privateer,  and  brought  into  Fe- 
camp, for  the  Tact  of  having  been  thus  boarded. — 
As  soon  as  the  emperor  was  informed  of  this  by  my 
letter  of  the  2d  December  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano, 
he  ordered  the  ship  and  cargo  to  be  restored  to  her 
owner  all  which  I have  had  the  honor  to  state  to 
you,  and  I now  state  it  to  Mr.  Russell.** 

No.  7. 

Extract,  of  a letter  from  Mr  Barlow  to  the  secretary 
of  state.,  dated , 

Paris,  February  8fch,  1812. 

Having  an  opportunity  to  send  to  London,  which 
cannot  entirely  be  relied  upon  for  safety,  I shall  do 
little  more  than  send  you  a copy  of  my  last  despatch. 

“ Since  its  date  I have  had  several  conversations 
with  tii e minister  of  foreign  relations  relative  to  the 
progress  of  the  treaty.  He  is  at  work  upon  it  and 
probably  in  good  earnest ; but  the  discussions  with 
Russia  and  the  other  affairs  of  this  continent,  give 
him  and  the  emperor  so  much  occupation,  that  I 
cannot  count  upon  their  getting  on  very  fast  with 
ours. 

“ But  he  endeavors  to  assure  me  that  it  shall  not 
suffer  much,  and  that  rAost  of  the  essential  points 
that  I insist  upon  will  bq  agreed  to.  These  declara- 
tions, however  are  not  sufficiently  precise  to  be  re- 
lied on. 


“ The  Hornet  sailed  from  Cherbourg  the  first 
of  February,  and  may  be  expected  back  in  a very 
few  days.’* 

No.  8. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the  secretary 
of  stale,  dated  March  3 d,  1812. 

**  The  Hornet  returned  to  Cherbourg,  the  second 
time,  about  the  15th  of  February  where  she  yet  re- 
mains, and  where  1 am  under  the  painful  necessity 
of  detaining  her  still  longer,  or  of  sending  her  h’om<t 
without  the  treaty.  The  alternative  is  disagreeable, 
hut  I do  not  hesitate  under  all  circumstances,  to 
detain  her.  It  is  in  the  hope  that  we  shall  bring  the 
affair  to  a conclusion  in  time  for  her  to  arrive  with 
the  treaty  before  congress  will  adjourn. 

“ Be  assured  that  1 spare  no  pains  and  omit  no 
argument  in  urging  forward  this  business. 

“ Mr.  Russell  has  written  to  my  again  for  addi- 
tional proofs  of  the  removal  of  the  decrees.  I have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a copy  of  my  answer 
to  him  of  yesterday,  which  I shall  send  by  the  same 
ship  that  takes  this  despatch,  (the  Neptune,  for 
New- York.)  The  captain,  Hopkins,  has  promis- 
ed to  put  the  messenger,  Mr.  Frear  of  South  Ca- 
rolina, on  shore  in  England  without  expense  to  the 
government.” 

[Inclosed  in  No.  8.] 

MR.  BARLOW  TO  MR.  RUSSELL. 

March  2d,  1812. 

It  seems  from  a variety  of  documents  that  1 have 
seen,  and  among  others  the  decision  of  sir  William 
Scott  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Fox,  .that  the  British 
government  requires  more  proof  of  the  effectual 
revocation,  by  the  French  government,  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  Though  it  is  not  easy 
to  perceive  what  purpose  such  additional  proof  is 
to  answer,  either  for  obtaining  justice  or  for  shew- 
ing why  it  is  refused,  yet  1 herewith  send  you  a few 
cases  in  addition  to  what  have  already  been  fur- 
nished. 

Among  these,  I believe  you  will  find  such  as  will- 
touch  every  point  that  was  contemplated  in  those 
decrees,  to  prove  them  all  to  have  been  removed. 
If  not,  and  still  further  proof  after  this  should  be 
deemed  necessary,  I can  doubtless  furnish  it ; for 
the  subject  is  not  exhausted,  though  your  patience 
may  be. 

1st.  The  schooner  Fly,  Adams,  of  and  from  N. 
York,  loaded  with  cotton,  sugar  and  coffee,  bound 
to  St.  Petersburgh,  taken  by  an  English  cruizer 
and  carried  into  Cowes,  thence  released,  carne  into 
Havre,  declared  the  facts  as  above,  entered,  sold 
her  cargo,  re  loaded  with  French  goods,  and  de- 
parted without  molestation. 

2d.  The  brig  Ann  Maria,  of  and  from  N.  York, 
D.  Campbell  master,  bound  to  a port  in  France, 
loaded  with  pot  ash,  cotton,  staves,  put  into  Fal- 
mouth, then  came  to  Morlaix,  entered,  sold,  bought, 
re-loaded,  and  departed,  as  above. 

3d.  The  ship  Neptune,  Hopkins,  bound  from 
London  to  Charleston,  in  ballast,  taken,  brought 
into  Dieppe,  restored  by  a decree  of  the  emperor, 
and  departed  again  in  ballast. 

4th.  Ship  Marquis  de  Someruelos,  with  indigo, 
fish,  cotton,  bound  to  Civitta  Vecchia,  boarded  by 
a British  frigate,  arrived  at  her  pore,  declared  the 
fact,  entered,  sold,  and  is  now  re  loading  for  the 
United  States. 

5th.  Ship  Phcebe,  from  Boston  to  Civitta  Vec- 
chia, colonial  produce,  boarded  as  above,  arrived, 
entered,  sold,  and  is  now  re  loading  for  departure. 

( For  remainder  see  succeeding  page — No.  40. ) 
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(continued  from  supplement  to  no.  39.) 

6th.  Ship  Recovery,  of  Boston,  with  pepper, 
boarded,  arrived,  entered,  and  treated  as  above  at 
the  same  place,  now  selling  her  cargo. 

7th.  Brig  Star,  bound  to  Naples,  with  colonial 
produce,  taken  and  carried  into  Toulon,  for  having 
touched  at  Gibraltar,  under  pretence  of  a violation 
of  the  decrees,  and  restored  by  the  emperor,  on 
the  express  ground  that  the  decrees  no  longer  ex- 
isted, as  applicable  to  the  United  States. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  allege  that  any  of  these  ves- 
sels were  protected  by  special  licenses.  In  the  first 
place,  only  three  of  the  seven  had  licenses ; those 
were  the  Fly,  the  Phcebe,  and  the  Recovery.  Se- 
condly, it  is  well  known  that  licenses  are  not  and 
never  were  given  as  protections  against  the  effects 
of  those  decrees.  The  object  of  the  licenses  given 
to  vessels  of  the  United  Slates  is  distinctly,  defined 
to  be  merely  to  guard  against  false  papers,  and  to 
prove  the  regularity  of  the  voyage.  They  are  used 
only  for  colonial  produce,  and  not.  at  all  for  the  pio- 
duce  of  the  United  States,  and  we  see  in  every  in 
stance,  that  a vessel  loaded  wholly  with  the  produce 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  ballast,  is  respected  by 
the  government  here.  At  least  I know  it  lias  been 
so,  in  every  instance,  since  my  arrival  in  Septem- 
ber last ; and  there  have  been,  I doubt  not,  30  or 
40  such  vessels  in  France  within  that  period.  But 
a vessel  loaded  with  colonial  produce  and  sailing 
without  a license,  wrould  be  certainly  confiscated, 
whether  she  had  violated  the  supposed  decrees  or 
not.  Indeed,  the  regulation  about  licenses  is  not  a 
maritime  regulation,  and  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
neutral  rights.  It  is,  strictly  speaking,  a relaxa- 
tion of  the  French  navigation  act,  in  favor  of  such 
particular  persons  as  obtain  them,  to  enable  such 
persons  to  bring  goods  of  an  origin  foreign  to  the 
United  States  into  France. 

It  is  the  same  as  if  a vessel  of  the  United  States 
should,  by  a special  relaxation  of  the  English  navi 
gation  act,  obtain  a license  to  bring  Brazil  sugar- 
or  Fr  ench  wines  into  England.  Such  a license 
would  surely  not  be  considered  as  a breach,  on  the 
part  of  England,  of  our  neutral  rights,  ncithci 
would  it  be  a br  each  of  such  rights  to  confiscateoui 
vessels  carrying  such  ar  ticles  into  England  without 
a license.  The  violation  of  the  navigation  law. 
either  of  France  or  England,  is  not  a neutral  right, 
and  therefore  the  punishment  of  such  violation  is 
not  a breach  of  neutral  right. 

I have  taken  the  liberty  to  be  thus  particular  on 
this  head,  because,  in  several  instances,  during  the 
discussion  with  the  ministers  of  the  British  govern 
nrent,  i have  seen  a disposition  in  them  to  confound 
with  the  French  maritime  decrees  not  only  this  af 
fair  of  special  licenses,  but  several  regulations  mere 
3y  fiscal  and  municipal,  bearing  no  relation  to  neu- 
tral rights,  or  to  the. decrees  in  question. 

I will  terminate  this  statement  by  repeating  the 
solemn  declaration  that  I made  to  you  in  my  letter 
of  the  30  th  January,  (and  there  is  no  impropriety  in 
the  repetition,  since  a greater  length  of  tjme  has 
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given  a wider  scope  to  the  declaration,)  that  since 
my  arrival  in  September  last,  there  has  not  been  a 
-ingle  instance  of  the  application  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  to  an  American  vessel  or  cargo,  and 
that  I have  not  heai  d of  their  having  been  so  applied, 
since  the  first  of  November,  18lo,  though  many 
instances  have  occurred  within  that  period,  in  which 
they  must  have  been  so  applied,  had  they  been  in 
vigor. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive,  probabW  impassible  to 
procure,  and  certainly  insulting  to  require,  a mass 
of  evidence  more  positive  than  this,  or  more  con- 
clusive to  every  unprejudiced  mind. 

(Signed)  JOEL  BARLOW. 

MR.  BARLOW  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  BASS  AN  O. 

[Inclosed  in  No.  9,  of  the  16th  March.] 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  the'  Duke  of 
Bassano,  dated  the  6th  oj  Feb-  1812. 

My  lord — 1 understand  that  the  brig  Beilisarius, 
of  New- York,  captain  Lockwood,  and  her  cargo 
are  about  to  be  confiscated,  after  report  made  to  his 
majesty,  because  this  vessel  and  her  cargo  are  liable 
to  the  decree  of  Milan  of  the  17th  Dec.  1807. 

As  I know  positively  that  this  American  vessel  left 
New  York  the  Yithof  June  1811,  seven  months  idler 
the  revocation  of  the  decrees  of  Milan  and  Bei  lin, 
laden  with  permitted  articles,  the  produce  of  the  soil 
f the  United  States,  1 am  unable  to  account  fur  this 
decision,  without  attributing  it  to  an  error  of  date 
committed  in  the  report,  in  which  it  is  possible  that 
the  year  1810,  has  been  taken  for  the  year  181 1. 

I take  the  liberty,  therefore,  to  submit  this  re- 
mark to  your  excellency,  well  persuaded,  if  there 
lias  been  an  error  in  the  report,  the  justice  of  his 
ma  esty  will  order  a revision  of  the  affair. 

I pray  your  excellency,  &.c. 

; Signed)  JOEL  BARLOW. 

MR.  BARLOW  TO  THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 

Cppy  of  a letter  from  Mr . Barlow  to  the  Duke  of 
Basmno,  dated  March  12,  1812. 

The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  has  the  honor  to  tr  ansmit  here  enclosed 
to  his  excellency  the  duke  of  Bassano,  minister  of 
foreign  relations,  copies  oi  the  protests  of  Thomas 
Holden,  master  of  the  American  brig  Dolly,  of 
New7- York,  and  Stephen  Bayard,  master  of  the 
American  ship  Telegraph,  of  New  Yor  k,  by  which 
his  excellency  witl  learn  that  these  vessels  have 
been  met  with  at  sea,  by  his  imperial  and  royal 
maj  -yty’s  ships,  the  Medusa,  captain  Raoel.  arid 
the  Nymph,  captain  Plassaw,  who,  after  having 
plundered  them  of  a part  of  their  cat  goes,  destr  oy- 
ed the  remainder  by  burning  the  ships. 

It  is  a. painful  task  to  theundersigned,  to  be  oblig- 
ed so  frequently  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excel- 
lency to  such  lawless  depredations.  It  appears  to 
him,  that  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  outrages  on  the 
part  of  the  cruise’s  of  the  belligerents,  of  which 
the  United  States  have  such  great  and  just  reasons  to 
complain,  there  are  none  more  vexatious  and  re- 
prehensible than  this. 

Upon  what  ground  can  such  spoliations  be  justi- 
? Will  it  be  alledgedthat  the  destruction  of  these 

Q. 
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vessels  was  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  their  car- 
rying information  to  the  enemy,  and  thereby  endan- 
ger the  safety  of  these  frigates  upon  a trackless 
ocean  ? This  would  be  a poor  defence.  After  board- 
ing these  peaceful  traders,  they  might  easily  have 
laid  their  course  south,  when  they  intended  to  go 
north.  They  could  even  have  maintained  their  as- 
sumed character' of  Biitish  ships,  under  which  it 
seems  they  began  the  commission  of  these  flagrant 
acts,  and  thus  have  prevented  all  information  ol 
their  cruising  in  those  latitudes. 

But  it  appears  that  plunder  and  not  safety  was 
the  object  for  which  they  have  thus  disgraced  the 
imperial  flag.  For  his  excellency  will  probably 
hav^  learnt  from  Brest,  where  the  frigates  entered, 
that  the  twenty  boxes  of  spices,  and  other,  articles 
taken  from  tile  Telegraph,  were  smuggled  on  shore, 
and  it  is  said,  were  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  equip 
age  of  the  Medusa. 

Thus  is  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  seized,  condemned,  and  sold  by  officers  in 
the  imperial  navy,  who  became  at  once  captois, 
judges  and  venders  of  the  property  of  unoffending 
neutrals.  Such  disgraceful  violations  of  every 
principle  on  which  nations  consent  to  live  in  peace, 
ought  never  to  go  unpunished,  and  surely  in  this 
case  they  will  not. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  most  earnestly  calls 
on  his  excellency',  the  minister  of  foreign  relations, 
as  the  official  guardian  of  public  right,  to  lay  a state 
merit  of  this  outrage  before  his  majes  y in  such  a 
point  of  view  as  shall  produce  a speedy  compensa- 
tion to  the  captains  Holden  and  Bayard,  and  the 
owners  or  the  ships  and  cargues^for  the  losses  they 
have  sustained  ; and  his  majesty  will  doubtless  take 
measures  to  avenge  the  dignity  and  signalize  the 
justice  of  his  government,  by  punishing  such  a crime 
in  a manner  to  prevent  its  repetition. 

The  valuation  of  the  Dolly  and  her  cargo,  and  oi 
the  Telegraph  and  her  cargo,  is  herewith  enclosed  ; 
the  delay  in  obtaining  these  valuations  has  retarded, 
for  some  weeks,  the  presentation  of  this  letter,  and 
the  undersigned  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that 
his  excellency  will  now  give  as  early  attention  to 
the  whole  of  the  case,  as  its  importance  manifestly 
demands. 

The  undersigned  begs  his  excellency,  &c.  &c. 
Signed,  J.  BARLOW. 

| Enclosed  in  No.  *>,  of  16th  March.]  . 
Translation  of  a letter  from  the  duke  of  Bussano  to 
Mr.  Bar  low,  dated 

Paris,  15th  March,  1812. 

Sir — I have  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  that 
the  case  of  the  ship  Bellisarius  was  terminated,  ami 
that  I had  advised  the  minister  of  commerce  of  the 
intentions  of  his  majesty. 

It  having  been  ascertained  on  the  first  examina 
tion  of  this  affair,  that  the  ownership  fie  'pour 
Co  tuple ) of  a great  part -of  the  cargo  was  not  proven  ; 
and  this  ir:  egularity,  as  well  as  the  insufficiency  of 
the  papers  on  board,  being  a formal  contravention 
of  the  rules  of  navigation  generally  adopted  and 
established,  at  all  times,  the  decision  to  which  thi.® 
point  of  the  cargo  might  be  liable,  had  at  first  e\ 
tended  bevoud  it.  But  on  a circumstantial  report 
which  1 had  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the.  emperor 
his  majesty,  who  likes  to  carry  into  the  examination 
of  all  the  affairs  on  which  you  address  me  friendly 
disposition®,  has  ordered  that  the  different  question. ~ 
which  were  submitted  to  him  should  be  separated, 
to  the  end  that  a decision  may  be  had  in  the  first 
place  on  those  which  present  themselves  under  the 
most  favorable  aspect. 


In  consequence,  sir,  the  vessel  and  the  part  of 
the  cargo  ol  which  the  ownership  ( le  pour  comptc ) 
is  proven,  will  be  given  up  to  the  proprietors  ; and 
as  to  the  other  articles  of  the  cargo,  w’hich  are  not 
accompanied  with  the  same  kind  of  proof,  the  ne- 
cessary time  and  facilities  will  be  given  to  establish 
the  fact  of  their  being  American  property,  conform- 
ably to  the  ancient  rules. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  considera- 
tion. 

Signed,  THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 


Legislature  of  Connecticut. 

HARTFORD,  May  18. 

On  Tuesday  morning  last,  his  honor  lieutenant  governor  Smith, 
laid  before  both  houses  of  the  legislature, the  following  message  from 
Jiis  excellency  governor  Griswold: 

Gentlemen  of  the  council , Mr.  Speaker , and  gentlemen  of  the  house 
of  representatives . 

As  a serious  indisposition,  with  which  it  has  pleased  heaven  to 
afflict  me,  has  prevented  my  meeting  the  general  assembly  at  the 
commencement  of  the  presei  it  session,  and  making  a communi- 
cation, as  usual,  on  such  occasions  ; but  as  my  health  is  now  im- 
proving, I have  every  reason  to  hope  that  it'  will  still  be  in  my 
power  to  take  a part  in  the  public  councils,  before  the  close  of  the 
session. 

In  the  mean  time,  I have  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  his 
honor  the  lieutenant  governor  of  my-aecepiance  of  the  office  con- 
ferred upon  me,  and  to  take  the  qualification  required  by  law.  It 
is,  however,  w ith  satisfaction  I reflect  that  my  absence  can  make 
no  important  change  in  the  business  of  the  session.  The  wisdom 
of  the  legislature,  and  the  talents  of  his  honor  the  lieutenant  go- 
vernor, w ill  direct  your  deliberations  to  their  proper  objects,  and 
I have  no  doubt  that  the  public  business  will  be  accurately. dis- 
patched. Under  such  circumstances,  it  will  not  be  expected  that 
I should  make  to  you  a detailed  communication  on  our  public  af- 
fairs; but  feeling,  in  common  with  our  fellow-citizens,  a deep  in- 
terest in  the  novel  and  critical  situation  of  our  country,  you  must 
allow7  me  to  observe, 

That  the  last  six  months  do  not  appear  to  have  produced  any 
important  change  in  the  hostile  aggressions  of  foreign  nations, on  the 
commerce  ol  the  United  States.  Nor  can  the  conduct  of  the  two  great 
belligerent  powers  of  Europe,  tow  ards  us,  be  distinguished  in  prin- 
ciple ; unless,  indeed,  the  proceedings  of  the  one,  in  destroying 
the  property  of  our  merchants  on  the  ocean,  without  even  the 
semblance  of  judicial  proceeding,  has  given  a deeper  shade  to  the 
profligacy  of  their  depreciations.  Such,  however,  has  been  the 
character  of  both,  that  no  circumstance  can  be  discovered  which 
will  justify  it  preference  in  favor  of  either*- - 

Still,  amid  the  conflicts  which  agitate  the  wmrld,  the  true  interest 
of  the  United  States  remains  the  same.  That  interest  is  not  pro- 
moted by  any  project  of  foreign  conquest,  but  must  arise  from 
pursuing- just  views  towards  foreign  nations — by  organizing  the 
national  force,  and  particularly;  by  directing  our  great  national  el- 
forts  to  the  increase  of  that  which  is  alone  adapted  to  the  defence 
of  our  maritime  rights— and,  by  cultivating  a spirit  of  justice  and 
decision,  which  foreign  nations  mast  honor  and  respect.  Such  a 
system  of  policy,  it  is  confidently  believed,  will,  under  the  smiles 
of  heaven,  ultimately  restore  the  United  States  to  their  rank 
among  the  nations ; give  stability  to  our  government ; and  real 
security  to  every  fair  pursuit  in  w hich  we  may  be  engaged. 

It  is  also  with  regret  1 have  to  observe,  that  the  plan  of  commer- 
cial restrictions,  which  Was  formerly  adopted  by  our  government, 
has  not  been  abandoned,  but.  its  vigor  has  nem  increased  by  a new7 
embargo.  Few  events  could  have  more  effectually  injured  our 
interests.  The  productions  of  our  country,  which  for  a consi- 
derable time  had  composed  the  great  bulk  of  our  trade,  al- 
though of  the  first  necessity,  in  consequence  of  their  redundan- 
cy, were  useless  to  ourselves,  but  of  great  value  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, and  had  produced  a commerce  of  great  importance  to  both 
parties.  But  this  profitable  trade  has  been  abandoned  ; and  even  if 
the  measure  w as  to  be  viewed  as  the  precursor  of  w ar,  yet  it  ought 
to'have  been  consul  * d that  such  a precursor  can  only  he  neces- 
sary for  a short  permu,  and  where  no  other  notice  of  the  danger  can 
be  given,  and  that  in  this  case,  every  person  concerned  in  foreign 
trade,  had  been  long  appri  i d of  the  danger,  if  any  existed  ; and 
that  the  interests  of  our  country  demanded  a continuance  of  every 
branch  of  the  export  trade,  down  to  the  last  moment  of  peace. 

But  amidst  every  embarrassment,  which  has  attended  this  sys- 
tem of  our  government,  vve  have  the  consolation  to  observe,  that 
it  is  attended  wild  new  proof  of  the  attachment  of  our  fellow -citi- 
zens to  the  union,  and  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States— 
an  attachment  which  no  embarrassments  or  privations  can  shake — 
and  that  the  only  redress  winch  has  been  sought  for  the  serious 
evils  which  we  have  experienced,  has  been  by  pursuing  measures 
warranted  by  the  constitution. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  still  to  be  presumed,  that  govern- 
ment will  at  last  perceive  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the  restric- 
tive system,  and  abandon  every  project  connected  with  it. 

The  bu  iness,  winch  it  became  particularly  my  duty  to  perform, 
has  been  executed,  according  to  tin*  be't  of  my  judgment.  The 
resolve  of  assembly, authorising  an  additional  supply  of  field  ord- 
nance, has  been  attended  to  by  the  quart  ermas'ter-general,  and  my 
consent  been  given  to  a contract  for  that  purpose,  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  legislature.  The  authority  given  to  the.  captain- 
general  to  prescribe  an  uniform  dri  ss  for  the  militia,  has  also  been 
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fxeouted  with  the  greatest  attention  to  economy,  of  which  the 
sttbjeet  was  susceptible.  £t  is,  therefor;',  to  be  hoped,  that  the  mili- 
tia will  soon  obtain  an  uniform  dress,  which  shall  fully  answer  tic; 
object  proposed,  and  which  shall  at  the  same  time  be  durable  and 
attended  with  little  expenec. 

It.  will,  however  be  observed,  that  the  general  order  has  been  con- 
fintd  strictly  to  dress,  as  no  autliority  was  given  to  prescribe  any 
badges  of  office,  which  are  so  necessary  to  mark  the  rank  of  officers. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  an  object  of  sufficient  importance  at  this 
session,  to  authorise  a general  order  for  this  purpose,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  define  the  description  of  infantry  officers,  who  may 
do  duty  on  horseback. 

Although  I have  nothing  new  to  recommend  regarding  the 
militia,  yet  the  great  importance  of  this  body  of  men,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  devolving  on  them  so  much  of  the  defence  and  security 
of  the  country,  tnay  render  it  proper  that  the  subject  should  he  ex- 
amined by  a respectable  committee,  at  every  session  of  the  assem- 
bly, and  such  improvements  be  made  in  our  laws,  as  experience 
shall  point  out. 

The  order  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  grounded  on 
an  act  of  congress,  for  detaching  one  hundred  thousand  militia, 
has  been  promptly  executed  in  this  state ; and  it  is  presumed  that 
i£  will  be  found  on  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  that  every  attention 
nas  been  paid  to  the  laws  of  the  union. 

The  fiscal  and  other  important  concerns  of  the  state,  have  been 
conducted  with  their  usual  success.;  aud  although  the  legislature 
jnay  find  something  to  amend,  it  is  presumed  that  no  radical  change 
can  be  necessary. 

V/ithout  entering  into  detail,  the  business  of  the  session  is  con- 
fided with  perfect  confidence  to  tlic  legislature— together  with  an 
assurance,  that  they  will  receive  every  co-operation  which  maybe 
necessary  ; and  also  the  prayer  of  every  good  min,  that  their  ef- 
forts for  the  public  good  may  be  crowned  with  success. 

ROGER  GRISWOLD. 

Ifey  Session  1812. 


Legislature  of  New-York. 

TAs  many  of  our  numerous  friends  in  the  state  of 
New  York  may  desire  a record  of  the  proceed 
ings  of  the  senate  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Bank  of  America , we  copy  the  following  from 
the  Columbian , being  a letter  to  the  editor  from 
Albany.  { 

Saturday,  May  23,  1812. — There  has  been  but 
little  business  done  in  the  house  to-day  ; but 
the  senate  has  had  a nine  hours  session,  wholly 
taken  up  with  the  bank  of  America.  The  bill  final- 
ly passed  a few  minutes  before  8 in  theevening,  and 
was  returned  to  the  house,  then  also  in  session.  It 
has  now  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  the  council  of  revision, 
before  it  can  become  a law  ; and  I find  that  its  oppo 
nents  have  some  hopes  that  it  may  stick  there. — 
The  following  is  the  division  on  the  final  passage 
of  the  bill  ; 

Affirmative.—  Messrs.  Arnold,  Bishop,  Haight,  Kail,  Hopkins, 
Humphreys,  Livingston,  Lewis,  Martin,  Paris,  Platt,  Phelps, 
Rich,  Smalley,  Smith,  Stearns,  Taber— 17. 

Negatived.— Messrs.  Bruyn,  Bloodgood,  Cole,  Carll,  Gilbert,  Hub- 
bard, Root,  Rouse,  Sanford,  Tayler,  Townsend,  W'nite,  Wilkin, 
Yates— 14. 

Of  the  nine  hours  that  the  senate  was  in  session, 
gen.  Root,  of  Delaware,  occupied  the  floor  about 
six,  in  long  and  diversified  speeches  on  every  inci- 
dental motion  that  arose.  After  the  motion  for  re- 
committing the  bill  was  lost.  Judge  Tayler  moved 
to  add  a clause  to  the  bill,  by  way  of  rider,  for  con- 
fining the  operations  of  the  bank  to  the  city  of  New 
York.  This  was  negatived.  General  Root  then 
moved  to  postpone  the  question,  on  passing  the 
bill,  to  Saturday  next.  This  was  also  negatived  ; 
after  which  the  mam  question  was  taken.  The 
friends  of  the  bill  said  but  little  ; nor  was  much  said 
by  its  opponents,  except  Mr.  Root. 

] n the  course  of  the  day,  a great  number  of  divi- 
sions were  called  on  motions  to  adjourn — but  all 
the  motions  were  negatived. 


American  Manufactures. 

Dr.  Mitchill  (savs  the  American ) has  compiled 
from  the  returns  made  to  the  treasury  department  by 
the  marshals, deputy  marshals  and  other  persons, pur- 
suant to  the  3d  census  law,  the  following  interest 


ing  view  of  valuable  manufactures  in  the  United 
States  : 

i(  Some  most  valuableinformation  is  derived  from 
these  returns,  incomplete  as  they  are.  Under  the 
head  of  sheep,  we  learn  that  Vermont  contains  a 
stock  of  450,000  sheep  ; Massachusetts,  399, 182  ; 
Connecticut, 400,000  ; and  Pennsylvania,  1,469,918. 
These  papers  contain  a more  distinct  and  interest- 
ing exhibition  than  we  ever  had  befo  e of  the  salt 
oetre  manufactured  in  the  United  States.  Thus 
Virginia  prepares  48,175  pounds  ; Kentucky, 
301,937  ; Massachusetts,  23,600 — making  nearly 
half  a million  of  pounds  of  home  made  nitre,  as 
good  as  that  usually  brought  from  foreign  ports.  !t 
is  alleged,  the  quantity  may  be  increased  to  any  de- 
sirable amount.  The.  connection  of  this  with  nu- 
merous manufactoj  ies  of  gunpowder  puts  us  quite 
at  our  ease  as  to  the  nitrate  or  potash,  and  to  the 
means  we  possess  of  compounding  it. 

“ The  manufacture  of  straw  is  eminently  worthy 
of  notice.  In  Massachusetts,  where  the  forming  of 
bonnets  from  that  material  seems  to  have  first  begun, 
the  yearly  amount  of  the  sale  is  not  less  than  551 ,918 
dollars.  The  manufacture  of  straw  bonnets  has 
been  since  undertaken  in  Connecticut,  and  produ- 
ces, the  yearly  value  of  27,100  dollar^;  and  it  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  the  labours  of  two  women 
in  New- Jersey  in  the  same  way,  yielded  them  1~0‘ 
dolls,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  579.228  dollars  for 
the  single  article  of  straw  bonnets. 

“ Nor  is  the  preparation  of  sugar  from  the  juice 
of  the  maple  tree  unimportant.  Of  this  domestic 
sweet,  Ohio  produces  in  12  months,  3 033.806  lbs. 
Kentucky,  2,471,647  ; Vermont,  1,200,000,  and 
East  Tennessee,  162,347  ; making  a quantity  of 
nearly  seven  millions  of  pounds  in  these  Slates  only, 
wherein  the  returns  may  be  conceived  to  be  greatly 
within  the  truth. 

“Works  in  horn,  ivory,  and  shell  have  made  a 
progress  that  is  worthy  of  notice.  The  combs  for 
instance,  which  Connecticut-  prepares  annually  for 
market,  are  estimated  at  70.000  dolls.  ; Massachu- 
setts, 80,624;  and  Pennsylvania  6,240  ; equalling 
a sum  of  156,861  dollars. 

“ I may  mention  too  the  abundance  of  copperas 
which  W.  Tennessee  and  Vermont  afford.  The  quan- 
tity yearly  from  the  former,  is  stated  at  56,000lhs  ; 
and  from  the  latter  8,000.  The  quality  of  these  sul- 
phates of  iron  is  declared  to  be  very  fine,  and  that 
druggists  and  dyers  may  besapplied  to  any  demand 
they  may  make. 

“ The  quantity  of  ardent  spirits  annually  distilled 
appears,  by  the  returns,  to  equal  the  puxligious 
amount  of  23,726,000  gallons  ! The  extraction  of 
brandy  from  peaches,  of  an  alkcoholick  liquid  from 
cider,  and  of  whiskey  from  rye,  and  even  maize,  is 
carried  to. this  alarming  excess.  The  products  of 
the  distilleries  are  chiefly  consumed  amongst  our- 
selves,though  a portionofthelatleris  converted  fcc  girt 
before  it  reaches  the  humane  stomach.  While  there- 
fore we  observe  the  increase  of  these  home-made 
fluids,  we  must  reflect  on  their  inebriating  effects.  It 
cannot  be  disguised  that  their  intoxicating  quality  re- 
commends them  to  such  general  employment.  Nor 
ought  it  to  he  concealed,  that  in  a country  where  a 
gallon  of  this  maddening  stimulus  can  be  bought  for 
half  a dollar,  a gill  may  be  obtained  at  retail  for  three 
cents  and  the  seller  at  the  same  time  double  his  mo- 
ney. The  fondness  for  this  bewitching  beverage 
and  the  repugnancy  to  an  excise  upon  it,  raise  in 
the  mind  a curious  association  between  the  free  use 
of  it  and  of  political  freedom— and  it  deserves  titfe 
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consideration  of  ail  the  thinking  part  of  society'  how 
far  disease,  idleness,  immorality  and  other  mischiefs 
incidental  to  strong  potations  may  not  degrade  free 
d'omto  rudeness  and  something  worse. 

“The  number  of  water  and  horse  mills  employed 
in  spinning  cotton  on  this  exhibition,  amounted  to 
330,  in  the  month  of  August,  1810,  and  working 
100,000  spindles.  These,  on  an  average,  will  spin 
annually  between  4 and  5,000, OOOlbs  of  yarn;  and  that 
yarn  would:  be- sufficient  to  weave  18,000,000  yards 
of  cotton  cloth,  three  quarters  of  a yard  wide  and 
this  is  wholly  ihdependentof  what  may  be  spun  in 
private  families  although  it  makes  part  of  what  is 
wove  there. 

“ The  fulling  mills  returned  amount  to  1030: 
arid  the  wool  carding  machines  going  by  water  to 
1835. 

“ The  number  of  looms  returned  exceeds 

330.000,  and  the  total  number  of  yards  of  cloth 
made  of  wool,  cotton  and  flax,  as  returned,  exceeds 

75.000. 000. 

“ Gun  powder  mills  are  enumerated  to  the  num- 
ber of  207,  and  though  some  of  them  are  small 
they  prepare  yearly  1,450,000  pounds  of  gun  pew 
der— 580  furnaces,  forges,  and  bloomeries  are  enu- 
merated. 

“ The  paper  mills  amount  to  190.” 


Important  Law  Case. 

couftT  of  king’s  bench,  guildhall,  Jan.  15. 

Adjourned  sittings,  before  lord  Ellenborough  and 
special  jurors. 

BELL  and  OTHERS  V.  REED. 

This  was  an  action  on  a policy  of  insurance,  ef- 
fected  on  goods  shipped  oh  board  the  Imogen,  bound 
fr  om  Petersburg  in  Virginia,  to  any  port  or  ports 
in  the  Baltic,  with  liberty  to  call  at  any  port  in  the 
British  channel.  The  fust  count  in  the  declaration 
slated  the  property  to  belong  to  John  Bell,  of  Pe- 
tersburg, Virginia;  and  the  second  placed  the  in- 
te  est  in  certain  merchants  resident  there. 

It  appeared  from  , the  evidence,  that  the  goods 
were  shipped  by  John  Bell,  of  Petersburg,  who 
was  in  partnership  with  Messrs.  Bell,  in  London, 
and  a Mr.  Beasley,  who  resided  in  Hamburgh. 
Mr.  John  Bell,  and  Messrs.  William  and  Walter 
Beil  Were  the  plaintiffs  in  the  present  action.  Prior 
to  the  period  of  the  vessel's  sailing,  Mr.  John  Beil 
dispatched  a letter  to  Messrs.  Bell,  in  London,  de- 
siring them  to  effect  an  insurance,  which  they  ac 
cordingly  did.  The  ship  on  her  passage  touched  at 
Falmouth,  pursuant  to  order,  and  was  theredireet 
ed,  by  the  house  of  Fox  and  Go.  to  proceed  to  Ham- 
burgh. Instead  of  going  thither,  the  Imogen  went: 
to  Gotten Kurgh,  where  Mr.  M'Neagh,  the  agent 
of  Beasley,  resided.  ‘On  the  13th  of  April,  1811, 
Mr.  Bear, ley  wrote  to  Mr.  M Neagh,  desiring  him 
to  send  the  first  of  his  vessels-,  which  he  named, 
and  among  them  the  Imogen,  that  should  anive  at 
'Gotten burgh,  immediately  to  Elsineur,  to  wait  for 
orders  from  the  house  of  Balfour  and  Co.  the  e.  The 
Imogen,  whiefy., arrived  first,  was  dispatched  ac 
cordingly  , and  was  taken  off  Elsineur  by  a Danish 
privateer.  On  the  12th  of  August  following,  she  was 
condemned  in  the  prize  court  at  Copenhagen.  For 
this  loss  the  assured  now  sought  to  recover. 

Mr.  Garrow,  for  the  defendant,  contended  that 
the  poliev  had  been  effected  under  a misrepresenta- 
tion. The  under  writers  conceived  that  the  proper- 


ty w,  s American,  and  of  course  bearing  a neutral 
character.  This  was  not  the  easy,  as  Mr.  John 
Bell,  of  Petersburg,  was  a partner  with  Bell  and  Co. 
heie,  who  were  interested  in  the  goods.  The  under- 
writers were  therefore  ignorant  of  the  risk.  It  was 
in  fact,  sending  British  property,  cotton  and  tobac- 
co, into  the  enemy’s  mouth. 

Lord  Ellenborough  observed,  that  the  evidence 
did  not  prove  that  Bell  and  Co.  of  London,  had  any 
interest  whatever  in  the  goods. 

Mr.  Garrow  then  argued,  that  Mr.  John  Bell,  of 
Petersburg,  though  dorniciialed  in  America,  could 
not  divest  himself  of  his  allegiance  to  the  sovereign 
ofthis  country,  of  whom  he  was  the  subject.  Now 
ifhe  sent  the  goods  for  sale  to  Elsineur,  as  it  was 
manifest  he  did,  since  the  advice  of  Balfour  and  Co. 
who  resided  there,  was  to  betaken  on  the  subject, 
it  was  trading  with  an  alien  enemy,  which  he,  as  a 
natural  horn  subject  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
could  not  do,  without,  a license  from  the  British  go- 
vernment. It  was,  otherwise,  a contravention  of  his 
allegiance,  and  he  had  no  right  to  recover. 

Lord  Ellenborough  expressed  his  readiness  to 
save  this  point,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

The  attorney-general,  for  the  plaintiffs,  said  that 
the  partnership  alleged  to  exist  between  John  Beil, 
of  Petersburg,  and  Messrs.  Bell,  of  London,  was 
proved,  from  the  evidence,  to  have  been  only  for  the 
purposes  of  factorage.  Messrs.  William  and  Wal- 
ter Beil  could  not  be  considered  a $ principals,  but 
simply  as  agents.  They  had  no  more  inteiest  in 
the  cargoes  than  any  gentleman  of  the  jury.  They 
had  merely  entered  into  the  partnership  to  procure 
consignments,  on  which  they  received  commission. 
As  to  the  circumstance  of  an  American  vessel  touch- 
ing at  Falmouth  for  orders,  it  was  not  surprising  that 
a neutral  should  do  so,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
information  as  to  the  state  of  the  market,  &,c.  in  the 
place  of  destination.  The  evidence  of  the  captain 
went  clearly  to  prove,  that  the  vessel  proceeded  to 
Elsineur,  not  to  dispose  of  her  cargo  there,  but  to 
wait  for  orders. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  the  case  resolved  itself 
into  a very  narrow  compass.  With  respect  to  the 
point  which  had  been  reserved,  and  which  would 
hereafter  undergo  full  consideration,  he  had  no  he- 
sitation in  stating  the  law  peremptorily.  If  a Bri- 
’ish  subject,  domicilated  in  America,  Cor  the  pur- 
poses of  commerce,  perfotmed  any  act,  by  which 
hje  contravened  his  allegiance  to  the  sovereign,  he 
was  as  amenable  to  the  law,  and  as  liable  to  the  pe- 
nalties of  such  act,  even  though  his  life  were  affect- 
ed, as  ifhe  resided  in  this  covmtry. — Whether  the 
act  executed  in  the  present  case,  was  or  was  not  il- 
legal, was  a question  for  future  discussion.  Under 
all  the  circumstances,  the  jury  had  better  find  for 
t he  plaintiffs,  subject  to  the  ultimate  decision  of  the 
point  reserved. 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Bell  ana  others  v.  Burton. 

This  case  was  pr  ecisely  similar  to  the  last.  A 
verdict  was  taken  for  the  plaintiffs,  subject  to  the 
above  point — Whether  a British  subject,  domicil- 
ed in  America,  can  send  goods  to  any  enemy’s  port, 
not  being  furnished  with  a British  license,  without 
departing  from  his  allegiance  •?” 

[The  decision  of  lord  Ellenborough  differs  mate- 
rially from  the  opinion  of  the  late  lord  Kenyon,  on 
a similar  case,  in  which  he  decided  that  a British 
subject  had  a right  to  become  a citizen  of  another 
country  for  all  the  purposes  of  trade,  j 
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Orders  in  Council. 

At  the  court  at  Carltou-flouse,  the  21st  day  of  April,  1812,  pre- 
stmt  his  roy:;!  highness  the  Prince  Regent  in  council, 

lVhcrca,s,  Vue  government  of  France  has,  by  an  official  report, 
communicated  by  its  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  the  const-rvativ. 
senate. o a the  10th  of  March  la.it,  removed  all  don  nt-5  as  to  tuep-r- 
severatice  of  that  government-  in  the  assertion  of  principles,  and 
in  the  maintenance  of  a system,  not  more  hostile  to  the  maritime 
rigiits  and  commercial  interests  of  the  British  empire,  titan  incon- 
sistent with  the  rights  and  independence  of  neutral  nations,  and 
has  thereby  plainly  developed  the  in  irdinate  pretentions  which 
that  system,  «is  promulgated  in  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan, 
was  from  the  first  designed  to  enforce. 

And  whereas,  his  majesty  lias  invariably  professed  his  readiness 
to  revoke  the  orders  in  council  adopted  thereupon,  as  soon  as  the 
said  decrees  of  the  enemy  should  be  formally  mid  unconditionally 
repealed,  and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations,  restored  to  its  accus- 
tomed course. 


ally  rej  ts.ded,  and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations  he  restored  to 

it  • accustomed  courn . __ 

“ At  a subsequent  period 'of* the  war,  his  majesty,  availing  him- 
self of  the  It  at  situation  of  Europe,  without  abandoning  the 
principle  and  juflit-vt  of  the  orders  in  council  of  November*  18o7, 
was  induced  so  fo  limit  their  operation,  as  materially  to  alleviate 
the  restrictions  imposed  upon  neutral  commerce.  The  order  tit 
council  of  April  1809,  was  substituted  in  the  room  of  those  of  No- 
vember 18o7,  and  the  retaliatory  system  of  Great,  Bn  rain  acted  no 
long  t o:i  every  Country  in  which  tile  aggressive  measures  of  the 
enemy  were  in  force,  but  was  confined  in  its  operations  to  France 
and  to  the  countries  in  which  the  French  yoke  was  most  strict!  v 
ioipos.  d,  and  which  had- become  virtually  a part  ofthe  dominions  of 
Fr.uit  e. 

‘ITiie  United  States  of  America  remained, nevertheless, dissatis- 
fied; and  their  dissatisfaction  has  been  givatl  > increased  by  an  arti- 
fice' too  successfully  employed  hv  the  enemy,  who  has  pretended 
that  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  r;  ye.de J,  although  the 
decree  effecting  such  repeal,  has  never  been  promulgated  ; altho’ 
j tile  notification  of  such  pretended  repeal,  distinctly  described  it  to 
n which  the 


His  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  (anxious  to  give  the  most,  independent  on  conditions,  in  which  the  enemy  knew  Grant  B.i- 
decisive  proof  of  his  royal  highness'  disposition  to  perform  the  eii-jja;il  could  never  acquiesce;  and  although  abundant  evidence  has 
;nt)  is  pleased,  in  the  name  sjn,.t.  appeared  of  tneir  subsequent  execution. 


gagements  of  his  majesty’s  government, 
and  on  tne  behalf  of  his  majesty,  and  by  and  with  the  ad  vice  o(  his 
majesty’s  privy  council,  to  order  and  dt  dare,  audit  is  hereby  or- 
dered and  declared,  that  iq  at  any  time  Hereafter,  tiie  Berlin  aim 
Milan  decrees  shall,  by  some  authentic  act  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, publicly  promulgated,  lit*  absolutely  and  uncondition- 
ally repealed,  then,  and  from  thenceforth,  the  order  in  council  o. 
th*  7th  day  of  January,  1807,  and  the  order  in  council  ofthe  2fitit 
day  of  April  1309,  shall,  without  any  further  order,  be.  and  the 
same  are  hereby  declared  from  thenceforth  lobe  wholly  and  abso- 
lutely revoked  ; and  further,  that  the  full  benefit  of  tins  order  shall 


appeared  ot  ttieir  subsequent 

“But  the  enemy  has  at  length  laid  aside  all  disttimulatios 
now  publicly  and  solemnly  declares,  not  only  that  those  decrees 
still  continue  in  force,  but  tin  y slt.il)  be  rigidly  executed  until 
Great  Britain  shall  comply  with  additional  conditions,  equally  ex- 
travagant; and  he  further  announces  the  penalties  of  those  dr* 
cr.  es  to  he  in  full  fore- against  all  natrons  which  shall  siiifdr  their 
Hag  to  b ■,  as  it  is  term,  d i..  ilitir  cod.-,  “ Jciiationali  tcd.” 

In  addition  to  trie  disavowal  of  the  blockade  of  May  ISO'S,  and 
of  the  principles  on  which  that  blockade  was  established,  and  in 
addition  to  the  repeal  of  tin*  Brisish  orders  in  council— be  demands 


be  extended  to  any  ship  or  cargo  captured  subsequent  to  sum  au*  aa  admission  of  the  principles,  that  tin- goods  of  an  enemy  carried 
thenticaetof  repeal  ofthe  French  decrees,  'although  antecedent  to  under  a neutral  Hag,  shall  be  treated  as  neutral  ; that  neutral  prt 
such  repeal,  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  have  commenced  and  shall  neriy,  under' the  flag  of  an  enomv,  si. all  be  treated  as  hostile  ; that 

V _ . _ * . ....  . ^ . P . . • 1. '. . . 1.  . ■ ...1. ...  t Is  i . ..I,  . 


have  been  in  the  prosectttiou  of  a voy  age  which,  under  the  said 
orders  in  council,  or  one  of  them,  would  have  subjected  her  to  cap- 
ture and  condemnation7;  and  the  claimant  of  any  ship  or  cargo 
which  shall  be  captured  or  brought  to  adjudication,  on  account  of 
alleged  breach  of  either  of  the  said  orders  in  council,  at  any  time 


inns  and  warlike  stores  alone  (exclusive  of « tip  timber  and  other 
stores  ot'  naval  equipment})  shall  be  regarded  as  contraband  of 
war  ; and  that  no  ports  shall  be  considered  as  lawfully  blockaded, 
except  such  as  are  invested  or  besieged, in  the  presumption  of  tbt  ir 
being  taken,  [t*»  prevention  detre  prt and  into  which  a merchant 


subsequent  to  such  authentic  act  of  repeal  by  the  French  govern- ship  cannot  enter  without  danger. 

'■  ” ‘ *■  * - •■  ■ ’ °u  the  part  ol  | “ By  these  and  other  demands,  t 

his  majesty’s  government, 


that 


meat,  shall,  without  anyturther  order  or  declaration  on  the  partol  « h,  these  and  other  demands,  the  enemy,  in  fact,  require 

..  . t,  on  this  subject,  be  at  liberty  to  give  in  Great Britain,  and  all  civilized  nations,  shall  renounce,  at  his  arbb 

evidence  in  the  tiigfi  court  of  admiralty,  or  any  court  ot  vicc-atlmi- 1 lrai.y  pleasure,  the  ordinary  and indisputable  rights  of  a maritime 


ralty,  before  which  such  ship  or  cargo  snail  lie  brought  foradjudi-  j iaw‘;  that  Great  Britain,  in  particular,  shall  forego  the  ad 

repeal  by  the  French  government  had  been,  by  j of  iter  naval  superiority,  and  allow  the  commercial  prdp  -iv  y. 


inrage 

cation,  that  such  repeal  by  the  French  government  hi 

such  authentic  act,  promulgated  prior  to  such  capture ; and  upon  j ue][  as  the  produce  and-  manuf.ictuiv  s of  France,  and  her  confi  d- 
projif  thereof,  the  voyage  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  been  1 ei-ates,  to  pass  the  ocean  in  security,  whilst  the  sub  jects  of  Great 
as  luw ful  as  if  the  said  orders  in  council  had  never  been  mad.*  : | Britain  art*  to  lie,  in  effect*  proscribed  from  all  commercial  inter- 
course with  other  nations  ; and  the  produce  and  manufactiuvs  of 


saving,  nevertheless,  to  the  captors,  such  protection  and  indemnity 
as  they  may  be  suitably  entitled  to  in  the  judgment  of  tiie  said 
court,  by  reason  of  then*  ignorance,  or  uncertainty  as  to  the  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees,  or  of  the  recognition  of  such  repeal  by 
his  majesty’s  government  at  the  time  of  sucti  capture. 

His  royal  highness,  however,  deems  it  proper  to  declare,  that, 
should  tiie  repeal  ofthe  French’ decrees,  tuus  anticipated  and  pro- 
vided for,  prove  afterwards  to  have  been  illusory  on  the  part  ofthe 
enemy  ; and  should  the  restrictions  thereof  be  stiil  practically  en- 


these  realms  are  to  he  excluded  from  every  country  in  the  world, 
to  which  the  arms  or  the  influence  of  the  enemy  can  extend. 

“ Such  are  the  demands  to  whieii  the  British  goidjniment  is 
summoned  to  submit— to  the  abandonment  of  its  most aucient,  cs* 
sential  anti  midoulrted  maritime  rights.  Such  is  tiie  code  by  which 
France  hopes,  under  the  cover  of  a neutral  flag,  to  render  her  com- 
merce unassailaliie  by  sea ; whilst  she  proceeds  to  invade  or  to 
incorporate  with  her  own  dom'uiio.is  all  states  that  hesitate  at 


forced,  or  revived  by  the  enemy; — Great  Britain  will  be  (compelled,  | sacrifice  their  national  infer. sts  at  tier  command,  and,  in  abdic 
however  reluctantly,  after  reasonable  notice,  to  have  recourse  to  t;0j,  0f  their  just  rights  to  adopt  a code,  by  which  they  are  required 

to  exclude,  under  the  mask  of  municipal  regulation,  whatever  is 
British, from  their  doihinions. 

“ The  pretext  for  these  extravagant  demands  is,  that  some  of 
these  principles  were  adopted  by  voluntary  compact  in  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht;  as  if  a treaty  once  existed  between  two  popular  coun- 
tries, founded  on  special  and  reciprocal  considerations,  binding  only 


such  measures  of  retaliation  as  may  then  appear  to  be  just  and 
necessary. 

And  the  right  honorable  the  lords  commissioners  of  his  majesty’s 
treasury,  his  majesty’s  principal  secretaries  of  state,  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty,  ami  the  judges  of  the  high  court  of 
admiralty,  and  the  judges  of  the  courts  of  vice-admiralty,  are  to 
take  the  necessary  measures  herein  as  to  them  shall  r spectively 
appertain. 

CHETWYND. 


IMPORTANT  DECLARATION. 

London,  April  22, 1812.—  i his  morning  the  following  declaration 
was  published  by  his  majesty’s  government : 

**  The  government  of  France,  having  by  unofficial  report,  com- 
municated by  its  minister  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  conservative 
senate  on  the  19th day  of  March  last, removed  all  doubts  as  to  the 
perseverance  of  that  government  in  the  assertion  of  principles, 
and  in  the  maintenance  of  a system,  not  more  hostile  to  the 
maritime  rights  and  commercial  inter,  sts  of  tiie  British  empire, 
than  inconsistent  with  the  lights  and  independence  of  neutral  na- 
tions; ami  having  t hereby  plainly  developed  the  inordinate  pre- 
tensions, w hich  thaL  system,  as  promulgated  in  the  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan,  was  from  the  first  designed  to  enforce  ; his  royal 
highness  the  prince  regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  bis  majesty,  deems, it  proper,  upon  this  formal  and  authentic  re- 
publication of  the  principles  of  those  decrees,  thus  publicly  to  de- 
clare his  royal  highness'  determination  still  firmly  to  resist  the  in- 
troduction and  establishment  of  this  arbitrary  code,  which  the  go- 
vernment of  France  openly  avows  its  purpose  to  enforce  upon 
the  world,  as  the  law  of  nations. 

“From  the  time  that  the  progressive  injustice  anti  violence  of 
the  French,  government,  made  it  impossible  for  Ins  majesty  any 
longer  to  restrain  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of  war  within  then- 
ordinary  limitSjJwitliout  submitting  to  consequences  not  less  rubi- 
ous to  the  commerce  of  liis  dominions,  than  derogatory  to  the 
rights  of  Iiis  crown,  his  majesty  bus  endeavored  by  a restricted  and 
moderate  use  of  those  rights  of  retaliation,  which  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees  necessarily  called  into  action,  to  reconcile  neutral 
states  to  thus  • measures,  wnich  the  conduct  ot'  the  enemy  had  ren- 
dered unavoidable  ; ami  which  his  majesty  lias  at  all  "times  pro- 
fessed his  readiness  to  revoke,  so  soon  as  tin-  decrees  of  the  enemy 
which  gave  occasion  to  them,  should  be  formally  and  uncondition- 


on  the  contracting  parties,  and  which  in  the  last  treaty  of  peace 
bet  ween  the  same  powers,  had  not  been  revived,  were  to  be  regarded 
as  declaratory  of  the  public  law  of  nations. 

“ It  is  needless  fur  tiis  royal  highness  to  demonstrate  the  injustice 
of  such  pretensions.  He  might  otherwise  appeal  to  the  prac  tice 
France  herself,  in  this  and  in  former  wars ; and  to  her  own  esta- 
blished codes  of  maritime  law:  it  is  sufficient  that  these  new  de- 
em.ids  of  tne  enemy  for  na  wide  departure  from  those  conditions 
on  which  the  alleged  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  was  accepted 
by  America ; and  upon  which  alone,  erroneously  assuming  that 
repeal  to  be  complete,  America  has  claimed  a revocation  ef  the 
British  orders  in  council. 

“ His  royal  highness,  upon  a review  of  all  these  circumatauees, 
feels  persuaded,  that  so  soon  as  this  formal  declaration  by  the  go- 
vernment of  France,  of  its  unabated  adherence  to  the  principles 
and  provisions  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  shall  be  made 
known  in  America,  the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  actuated 
not  less  by  a sense  of  justice  to  Great  Britain,  thnirby  what  is  dse 
to  its  own  dignity,  will  be  disposed  to  rertil  those  measures  of  I tor- 
tile  exclusion,  which,  under  af misconception  ot  trie  real  views  and 
conduct  of  the  French  government,  America  has  exclusively  ap- 
plied to  the  commerce  and  ships  of  war  of  Great- Britain. 

“ To  accelerate  a result  so  advantageous  to  the- True  int-rests  of 
both  countries,  and  so  conducive  to  the  lv-est  iblishmeiit  or  perfect 
friendship  between  them;  and  to  give  a decisive  proof  of  hi*  royal 
highness’  disposition  to  perform  rite  engagements  of  his  majesty*-* 
government/  by  revoking  the  orders  in  council,  whenever  me 
French  decrees  shall  he  actually  and  unconditionally  repealed-. 
His  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  has  been  this  day  pleased,  in 
tin-  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  iiis  majesty,  and  by  and  with  toe 
advice  of  his  majesty’s  privy  council,  to  ojrJer  and  declare* 

“ That  if  at  any  time  hereafter  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
shall,  !)>’  some  authentic  act  of  the  F-fvnch  government,  publicly 
! promulgated,  be  expressly  and  unconditionally  repealed  ; tketi 
and  front  thenceforth,  the  orders  in  council  ofthe  7 th  day  of 
January,  1807,  and  the  order  iu  counetJ  of  the  26th  day  of  April, 
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shall  without  any  f irther  order,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  arc  de- 
clared frovn  thenceforth,  to  be  wholly  and  aosolutely  revoked ; and 
further  that  the  full  benefit  of  this  order  shall  be  extended  to  any 
ship  or  vessel  captured  subsequent  to  such  authentic  act  of  repeal 
of  the  French  decrees  although  antecedent  to  such  repeal,  such 
ship  or  vessel  shaU  have  commenced,  and  shall  be  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a voyage,  which,  under  tile  said  orders  in  council,  or  one  of 
them  would  have  subjected  her  to  capture  and  condemnation  ; and 
the  claimant  ol  any  ship  or  cargo  which  shall  be  captured  at  any 
time  subsequent  to  such  authentic  acl  of  repeal  by  the  French 
government,  shall,  without  any  further  order  or  declaration  on  the 
junto!  liis  majesty’s  government  on  this  subject,  be  at  liberty  to 
give  in  evidence  in  the  high  court  of  admiralty  or  any  other  court 
of  vice-admiralty,  before  which  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  its  cargo, 
shill  lie  brought  for  adjudication  that  such  repeal  by  the  French 
government  had  been  by  such  authentic  act  promulgated  prior  to 
such  capture;  arid  upon  proof  thereof,  the  voyage  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  have  been  as  lawful,  as  if  the  said  orders  in  council 
had  never  been  made  ; saving  nevertheless  to  the  captors,  such 
protection  and  indemnity  as  they  may  be  equitably  entitled  to,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  said  court,  by  reason  of  their  ignorance  or 
uncertainty  as  to  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  or  of  the  re- 
peal by  his  majesty’s  government,  at  the  time  of  such  capture. 

“ His  royal  highness  however  deems  it  proper  to  declare,  that 
should  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  thus  anticipated  and  pro- 
vider! for,  afterwards  prove  to  have  been  illusory  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  and  should  the  restrictions  thereof  be  still  practically  en- 
forced, or  revived  by  the  enemy,  Great  Britain  will  be  obliged, 
however  reluctantly,  after  reasonable  notice  to  neutral  powers,  to 
have  recourse  to  such  measures  of  retaliation  as  may  then  appear 
to  be  just  and  necessary.” 

■ “ Westminister,  April  21,  1812.” 


Paul  Jones. 

As  the  time  is  corning  when  such  men  as  Paul  Jones 
Was,  will  come  into  fashion , the  present  is  a pro- 
per season  to  make  his  character  and  conduct 
better  known  to  our  readers.  The  following  in- 
teresting narrative  is  translated  from  a French 
manuscript,  written  by  himself. 

While  we  condemn  the  author  for  his  egotisms,  we 
must  make  gteat  allowances,  on  that  account, 
for  the  splendid  success  that  attended  his  enter 
prizes,  awd  estimate  his  vanity  by  the  reasons  he 
had  to  be  vain.  Few  even, perhaps,  circumstanced 
as  Paul  Jane v was,  would  have  praised  themselves 
less  than  he  has  done  in  this  sketch  ; which  pos- 
sesses the  singular  merit  of  being  substantially 
correct  in  all  its  parts,  so  far  as  we  are  informed 
of  the  matter. 

**  At  the  commencement  of  the  American  war 
(during  the  year  1775)  1 was  employed  to  fit  out  the 
little  squadron,  which  the  confjress  had  placed  un- 
der commodore  Hopkins,  who  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  all  the  armed  vessels  appertaining 
to  America  ; and  { hoisted  with  my  own  hands  the 
American  flag,  on  board  the  Alfred,  which  was  then 
displayed  £yr  the  first  time. 

I at  the  same  time,  acquainted  Mr.  Hewes  a mem 
her  of  congress,  and  my  particular  friend,  with  a 
project  for  seizing  on  the  island  of  St.  Helena,  by 
means  of  our  little  squadron,  which  wolild  have  in- 
jnfallibiy  rendered  us  masters  of  part  of  the  home- 
ward-bound Fast  India  fleet  ; and  as  the  congress,, 
at  that  time,  proposed  to  appropriate  two  thirds  of 
tire  prizes  to  itself,  they  would  have  thus  been  fur- 
nished with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  dur- 
ing several  years  ; but  an  event  of  a more  pressing 
nature  prevented  this  scheme  from  being  carried  in- 
to execution. 

The  cruelties  and  vexations  at  that  time  exercised 
by  Dunmot  e,  in  Virginia,  determined  the  congress 
to  detach  the  squadron  against  him  ; but  Mr.  Hop- 
kins displayed  neither  zeal  nor  talents  upon  this  oc- 
casion, and  lost  so  much  time  that  his  squadron  was 
frozen  in  the  Delaware, 

After  a delay  of  two  months,  the  squadron  was 
at  length  disengaged,  and  set  sail  for  New  Provi 
dence,  the  principal  of  the  Bahama  islands.  There i 
we  found  a large  quantity  of  artillery,  mortars,  and 
other  implements  of  warfare,  of  which  we  stood 
greatly  in  want  in  America ; and  I had  the  good 


fortune  to  render  myself  extremely  useful  to  the 
commodore,  who  was  but  little  acquainted  with 
military  operations.  It  was  to  me  he  was  indebted 
for  the  plan  adopted  by  him  when  the  squadron 
came  in  sight  of  New  Providence,  and  I i\o  under- 
took to  moor  the  squadron  in  a proper  bhth  to  ex- 
ecute our  enterprize. 

On  our  return  from  New  Providence,  we  took  two 
armed  vessels  one  of  which  was  loaded  with  bombs, 
and  fell  in,  near  Rhode  Island,  with  an  English  man 
of  war,  called  the  Glasgow,  carrying  twenty- lour 
guns  ; but,  notwithstanding  our  superiority,  both 
in  point  of  force  and  sailing,  the  commander  in 
chief  suffered  her  to  escape,  alter  having  many  men 
killed  and  wounded,  both  on  board  the  Alfred  and 
the  Cabot. 

The  squadron  now  entered  the  port  of  New-  Lon- 
don, in  Connecticut  ; and  Hopkins,  on  receiving 
intelligence  that  the  English  frigates  had  been  driv- 
en from  Newport,  took  advantage,  of  the  darkness 
of  the  nights  to  repair  to  Rhode  Island. 

A council  of  war  having  dismissed  the  captain  of 
the  Providence,  one  ol  the  ships  of  the  squadron  ; 
the  commodore  gave  me  orders  in  writing  to  take 
the  command  of  her,  and  to  escort  some  ti  oops  ( hat 
were  proceeding  from  Rhode  Island  to  New-Voik, 
with  a view  of  serving  under  general  Washington., 
After  this,  I received  instructions  to  escort  a con- 
voy of  artillery  from  Rhode  Island  to  New  York, 
for  the  defence  ol  which  it  was  destined.  On  this 
occasion,  I had  two  different  engagements  with 
the  Cerberus  frigate;  the  first  for  the  protection  of 
the  vessels  under  my  command,  and  the  second,  for 
the  preservation  of  a vessel  from  St.  Domingo,  laden 
with  naval  stores  for  the  congress.  In  the  course 
of  my  service  between  Boston  and  New  York,  I 
had  also  many  actions  with  ships  of  war  under  the 
command  o lord  Howe  ; but  on  these  as  on  form- 
er occasions,  I was  enabled  to  preserve  my  convoy, 
and  I at  length  arrived  safe  in  the  Delaware,  August 
1,1776. 

Ori  the  8th  of  the  same  month  the  president  of 
the.  congress  presented  me  in  person,  with  the  com- 
mission of  captain  in  the  marine  in  the  United 
States  ; this  was  the  first  granted  by  congress  since 
the  declaration  of  independence,  which  took  place 
on  the  4th  of  July  of  that  same  year. 

Orders  had  been  given  for  the  construction  of- 
thirteen  frigates  : but,  as  none  of  them  w as  yet  rea- 
dy, I proceeded  to  sea  alone,  on  board  the  Provi- 
dence, which  was  a vessel  of  but  small  force,  as  she 
carried  no  more  than  seventy  men,  and  twelve  small 
cannon.  When  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bermudas, 
we  fell  in  with  the  Solebay,  and  her  convoy,  from 
Charleston  ; she  was  a thirty  two-gun  frigate,  and 
formed  part  of  the  squadron  under  admiral  Parker. 
I was  of  course  desifous  of  avoiding  an  engagement 
with  such  superior  force  : but,  as  my  officers  and 
men  insisted  that  it  was  the  Jamaica  fleet,  as  it  was 
necessary  to  command  by  means  of  persuasion  at 
this  epoch  of  the  war,  the  result  was  a serious  en- 
gagement during  six  hours,  which,  towards  the 
close,  was  carried  on  with  pistol  shot.  A desperate 
manoeuvre  was  the  sole  resource  left  me  ; I attempt- 
ed this,  it  succeeded,  and  I was  fortunate  enough  to 
disengage  myself. 

A short  time  after  this,  I took  several  prizes,  and 
then  sailed  towards  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  on 
purpose  to  destroy  the  whale  and  cod  fisheries  in 
that  neighborhood.  When  near  Sable  Island,  we 
fell  in  with  the  Milford  frigate,  carrying  thirty  two 
guns,  with  which  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  an  en- 
gagement. A cannonade  accordingly  took  place, 
from  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  sunset;  but 
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the  engagement  was  neither  so  close  nor  so  hot  as 
that  with  the  Solebay,  and  1 at  length  escaped  by 
passing  through  the  fiats,  and  entered  a little  harbor 
next  day,  where  1 destroyed  the  fishery  and  vessels 

Afte'rthis,  I set  sail  for  lie  Madame , where  1 made 
two  descents,  at  the  same  time  destroying  the  fishe 
ries,  and  burning  all  the  vessels  1 could  not  carry 
away  with  me.  Having  accomplished  this,  I return 
ed  to  Rhode  Island,  alter  an  absence  of  six  weeks 
and  five  days  from  the  Delaware  ; during  this  inter- 
val I had  taken  sixteen  prizes,  without  including 
those  destroyed. 

'I' he  commander  in  chief,  who  had  remained  all 
this  time  in  harbor,  now  adopted  a plan  proposed 
by  me,  and  which  consisted, 

1.  In  the  destruction  of  the  enemy’s  fisheri.es  at  lie 
Royal e ; and 

2.  Of  restoring  to  liberty  more  than  300  Ameri- 
can prisoners  detained  there  in  the  coal  mines. — 
Three  vessels  were  destined  for  this  service,  the  Al- 
fred, the  Hampden,  and  th.e  Providence  ; but  the 
Ilampden  having  received  considerable  damage  in 
consequence  of  running  on  a rock,  could  not  ac 
company  me.  I,  however,  embarked  on  board  the 
Alfred,  and,  taking  the  Providence  by  way  of  con 
sort,  I set  sail,  and  on  the  2d  of  November,  1776, 
made  prize  of  a vessel  from  Liverpool,  and  soon  af- 
ter the  Mellish,  a large  armed  vessel,  having  two 
British  naval  officers  on  board,  and  a captain  be- 
longing to  the  land  service,  with  a company  of  sol 
diers.  This  ship  was  carrying  ten  thousand  com- 
plete sets  of  uniform  to  Canada,  for  the  army  post 
ed  there  under  the  orders  of  generals  Carleton  and 
Burgoyne. 

The  Providence  having  now  left  the  Alfred  dur- 
ing the  night,  without  the  least  pretext  whatever,  I 
remained  alone,  and  that  too  during  the  stormy  sea 
son,  on  the  enemy’s  coast ; but  notwithstanding 
this,  and  that  I was  also  greatly  embarrassed  with 
iny  prisoners,  I resolved  not  to  renounce  my  project. 

I accordingly  effected  a descent,  dertroyed  a trans- 
port of  great  value,  and  also  burned  the  magazines 
and  buildings  d.estined  for  the  whale  and  cod  fishery. 

In  addition  to  this,  I took  three  transports  and 
a vessel  laden  with  ling  and  furs,  near  lie  Royale  ; 
these  prizes  were  escorted  by  the  Flora  frigate, 
which  happened  to  be  at  a small  distance,  but  which 
was  concealed  from  us  by  a fog.  Having  taken  a 
privateer  from  Liverpool,  mounting  16  guns,  in  the 
course  of  next  day,  I instantly  returned  with  my 
prizes,  towards  the  United  States  ; but,  when  in  the 
latitude  of  Boston,  fell  in  with  Milford  frigate,  which 
I unwillingly  engaged.  Towards  night,  however, 

I placed  the  Alfred  between  the  enemy  and  my  pri 
zes,  and  having  given  the  necessary  instructions  to 
the  latter,  to  make  for  the  nearest  port,  I changed 
my  course,  set  up  lights,  and  by  this  stratagem  sav- 
ed the  vessels  I had  captured,  as  the  frigate  conti- 
nued in  chase  of  me.  Next  day  I myself  was  fortu- 
nate enough  to  escape,  after  a verv  serious  action 
which  was  not  terminated  until  dark,  and  even  then 
in  consequence  of  a hard  gale  of  wind. 

Having  returned  to  Boston,  December  10,  1776, 
the  intelligence  of  the  uniforms  taken  on  board  the 
Meli-h,  re  animated  the  courage  of  the  army  under 
general  Washington,  which  at  that  period  happen- 
ed to  be  almost  destitute  of  clothing.  Let  me  add 
also,  that  this  unexpected  succour  contributed  not 
a little  to  the  success  of  the  affair  at  Trenton  against 
the  Hessians,  which  took  'place  immediately  after 
my  arrival. 

1 now  paid  out  of  my.  rfvvn  purse  the  wages  due  to 
the  crews  of  the  Alfred  and  the  Providence,  and 
lent  the  rest  of  my  tfidnty  to  the  congress.  That 


assembly  transmitted  m p orders  from  Philadelphia, 
on  the  5th  of  February,  to  undertake  a secret  expe- 
dition pf  great  importance,  the  design  of  which  was, 
to  lay  the  island  of  St.  C hi  i-topher,  and  the  north 
.■fide  of. Jamaica,  under  contribution  ; which 

w e were  to  attack  Pensacola.  This  project  was  fit  st 
conceived  bv  nie,  and  then  communicated  to  Mr. 
Morris,  afterwards  minister  of  finance  : but  such 
was  the  jealousy  of  Hopkins,  the  commander  in 
chief,  that  it  was  never  car  l ied  into  execution.  1 le 
was,  however,  soon  after  suspended,  and  then  dis- 
missed from  the  service. 

The  season  being  now  too  far  advanced  for  the 
execution  of  the  scheme  in  the  West  Indies,  myself 
and  crew  received  orders  to  remove  on  board  the 
Amphytriie,  a French  vessel,  destined  to  sail  from 
Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  t<»  France,  whence 
we  were  to  pass  into  Halland,  and  take  possession 
of  the  Indienne,  a large  frigate,  constructing  there 
for  the  congress  ; some  difficulties  however  ensued, 
and  1 was  ordered  to  prepare  the  Ranger,  a vessel 
mounting  eighteen  guns. 

When  general  Burgoyne  and  his  army  were  obli- 
ged to  surrender  at  Saratoga,  it  was  I who  was  the 
first  obliged  to  carry  this  interesting  intelligence  to 
Nantes,  whether  I arrived  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1777.  In  the  course  of  my  voyage,  I took  two 


prizes,  forming  a 


part  of  a convoy  from  the  Medi- 
terranean, under  the  protection  of  the  invincible,  a 
seventy  four-gun  ship,  under  the  guns  of  which  one. 
of  them  was  taken. 

(TO  BE  CONTINUED.) 


literary  Intelligence. 

Mr.  Edward  J.  Coale,  bookseller,  of  this  city*, 
has  lately  published  a most,  ingenious  and  useiul 
work  entitled  “ Mnf.monika,  or  chronological  tab- 
lets ; exhibiting  in  a methodical  manner , the  most 
remarkable  occurrences  jrom  the  creation  of  the 
world  to  the  present  period,  lyc.”  The  immense  ja 
bor  and  astonishing  research  bestowed  upon  the 
compilation  of  this  volume,  give  it  a claim  to  the 
attention  of  all  who  desire  to  receive  information 
upon  subjects  of  general  interest,  which  few  other 
hooks  of  the  same  size  can  boast.  Nor  is  it  calcu- 
lated solely  to  instruct  the  ignorant  ; the  judicious 
arrangement  of  its  various  matter,  and  the  neat  com- 
pactness of  its  form,  will  render  it  a valuable,  as 
well  as  a convenient  vade  mecum , for  every  class  of 
readers. 

To  have  published  a work  of  this  description, 
entirely  free  from  error,  would  have  been  to  have 
done  what  has  never  yet  been,  and,  we  apprehend, 
never  will  be  accomplished.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
extraordinary,  nor  do  we  mention  it  as  an  objec- 
tion to  the  general  utility  of  the  book,  that  occasi- 
onal inaccuracies  are  to  be  discovered  in  some  of 
the  vast  variety  of  subjects  which  it  embraces.  Pre- 
judices and  partialities  are  human  frailties  which 
can  never  be  wholly  overcome  ; hence  it  is  not  to  ' 
be  expected  that  all  men  should  agree  in  the  rela- 
tion of  an  important  event,  or  in  the  account  of  re- 
markable occurrences.  Tiio  occasions,  however* 
which  occur  in  the  work  before  us,  to  call  forth 
these  observations,  are  perhaps  fewer  than  in  most 
other  compilations  ; and  every  inan  who  has  at 
heart  the  dissemination  ofuseful  knowledge,  will  fee 
pleased  at  the  opportunity  which  the  publisher  has 
here  offered- of  accomplishing  that  desirable  object, 
by  placing  his  book  so  completely  within  the  reaefe 
of  the  pecuniary  capacity  of  the  people  at  large. 

It  is  a neat  duodecimo  volume  of  3-iS  closely 
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printed  pages;  ornamented  with  an  elegant  fron- 
tispiece, designed  by  Waster  Leslie,  a young  Ame- 
rican artist,  whose  talents  bid  fair  to  place  his 
country  in  the  first  rank  of  enlightened  nations,  and 
engraved  by  Fail  man  in  his  best  manner;  repre- 
senting the  Genius  of  History  holding  back  the 
veil  behind  which  have  been  concealed  the  events  of 
past  ages,  and  opening  the  rich  treasures  of  anti- 
quity to  every  inquirer.  The  whole  is  sold  at  the 
very  m^deraie  price  of  187  cents.  The  following 
extracts  and  calculations,  will  serve  to  shew  the  na 
ture  and  extent  of  the  information  to  be  derived 
from  this  very  valuable  work  : — 
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Duration  of  life  in  certain  animals. 


Cricket,  10  years;  Spider,  (sometimes  more 
thn.n)  I ; Scorpion,  (generally, and  sometimes  more 
than)  1;  River  Cray-fish,  20;  Carp,  100  to  150; 
Pike,  (sometimes  more  than)  40  ; Crocodile,  100  ; 
Tortoise.  100  ; Hen,  10;  Peacock,  24;  Nightin- 
gale and  Lark,  16  to  18  ; Canary,  (if  ft  does  not 

couple)  p;  ~,  (if  it  breeds  annually)  10; 

Sparrow  Hawk,  40;  Goose,  50;  Sw&ny  100  ; 
Eagle,  100  ; Parrot,  HO;  Rabbit,  8 to  9;  Goat! 
10;  Sheep,  10;  Hog,  20;  Cat.  18;  Sooirrel,  7 ; 
Hare,  7 to  8 ; Dog,  23  to  28  ; Wolf  and  Bear,  20  ; 
pox,  15;  Lion.  GO;  Cow,  (sometimes  morethan) 
20;  Bull,  30;  Ox,  employed  in  agriculture,  10. 
Deer,  20;  Mouse,  «5  to  30  ; Ass,  25  to  50  ; Camel! 
60  to  6 j ; Elephant,  150  to  200. 


Astonishing  increase  of  the  Society  of  Methodists. 

It  appears,  that  in  the  year  1767,  the  number  of 
itinerant  preachers  was  not  more  than  92,  and  of 
the  people  in  the  societies,  25,9J  1 ; but  that  in  1795, 
the  number  of  preachers  was  357,  and  that  of  the 
people  of  the  societies,  83,368.  By  the  reports 
produced  at  the  Methodist  conferences  held  at  Bris- 
tol, it  appears,  that  the  numbers  in  the  Methodist 
societies  amounted  to  170,517,  viz. 

JnvGreat  Britain,  83  3G8 

In  Ireland,  ....  16,54(f* 

In  the  West  Indies,  - 11,986 

In  the  United  States  of  America,  - 58,653 
In  1806  a conference  of  this  society  was  held  at 
Leeds,  and  the  numbers  appeared  as  follows  : — 


In  Great  Biitain,  ... 

110,804 

In  Ireland,  - 

23,773 

In  Gibraltar  - 

40 

In  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 

and  Newfoundland,  - 

1,418 

In  the  West  Indies,  whites,  - - 

1,775 

blacks,  - - 

13,165 

In  the  United  States,  whites. 

95,628 

blacks,  - - 

24,316 

Total, 

270,919 

Of  these,  upwards  of  109,000  are  found  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  to  which  may  be,  added  lu9,000 
more  who  have  not  ventured  to  have  their  names 
enrolled,  and  to  these  may  be  added  the  younger 
branches  of  families,  making  about  218,000  more 
—forming  in  the  whole  nearly  half  a million  of 
persons. 


Depreciation  of  Money. 

There  are  two  estates,  near  one  of  the  colleges  in 
Scotland,  (says  the  author  of  an  essay  on  money,) 
which  were  originally  taxed  an  equal  number  of 
balls  of  grain  [the  Scotch  boll  is  almost  six  bushels] 
to  that  institution.  In  very  remote  times  [it  would 
be  satisfactory  to  know  in  what  year]  it  pleased  the 
proprietor  of  one  of  these  estates,  with  consent  of 
the  college,  to  convert  the  payment  into  money , 
according  to  the  then  current  value,  which  was  a 
groat  or  four  pence  sterling  per  boll.  At  the  pre- 
sent time  one  of  those  farms  pays  the  same  number 
of  bolls  that  the  other  does  of  groats,  which  [in  this 
year  1812]  is  about  three  hundred  for  one.  Further, 
as  the  same  writer  observes,  there  is  also  said  to  be 
existing  a very  old  lease  of  a borough  acre,  near  a 
town,  in  Scotland,  for  which  the  tenant  was  to  pay 
a boll  of  wheat,  and  a boll  of  bailey  ; or,  if  he  did 
not  bring  the  grain  between  Christmas  and  Candle- 
mas, the  proprietor  was  not  obliged  to  accept  it — the 
tenant  being  compelled  to  pay  a sum  of  money  which 
is  now  10  1.2ths  ©f  a penny  sterling  for  the  boll  of 
wheat,  and  8-I2ths  of  a penny  for  the  boll  of  barley. 

The  depreciation  of  the  value  of  money  is  conti- 
nued and  excessive  ; as  domes  home  to  every  man’s 
experience.  Within  fifty  or  sixty  years  past  wheat 
was  sold  in  our  sea-port  towns  for  about  3.v.  (40 
cents)  per  bushel.  The  average  price  of  it  for  ten 
years  past,  at  the  same  places,  was  not  less  than  160 
cents — a depreciation,  in  the  United  States,  of  four 
for  one,  in  fifty  years  ; which  depreciation  goes  on 
in  a geometrical  ratio. 

This  great  rise  of  commodities,  cr  depreciation  of 
money, comes  from  two  causes — the  increase  of  luxu- 
ry, and  the  increase  of  the  precious  metals  ; but 
chiefly  to  the  first,  which  is  the  main  spring  of  the 
latter.  As  the  globe  we  inhabit  becomes  betterknown 
to  civilized  men,  those  metals  wiLLhecOroe  m©;  e and 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER FRENCH  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES.  233 


more  abundant ; for  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  im-j 
raense. stores' of  them  are  yet  concealed  from  our 
view.  Some  person,  indeed,  has  ventured  to  offer 
an  opinion  that  gold  and  silver  may  become  so  abun 
dant  as  to  deprive  them  of  their  present  quality  as  a 
medium  of  commerce,  and  to  compel  posterity  to 
resort  to  something  else  to  carry  on  their  traffic 
with  each  other  ! But  those  who  know  the  pinch- 
ings  of  the  present  times  will  believe  that  day  is  far 
distant ! 

Tfre  following  table,  shewing  the  annual  and 
universal  product  of  the  mines  of  gold  and  shver, 
is  extracted  from  BlodgeCs  Economica.  Our  author 
does  not  inform  us  from  whence  he.  derives  his  an 
thorities — he  merely  says  that  “ however  deficient, 
it  is  the  best  we  can  obtain  and  it  is,  probably, 
as  nearly  correct  as  can  be  expected  in  an  estimate 
of  the  kind  : 


\ 

Silver.  ' ) 

Gmd.  | 

Total. 

Spanish  America, 

dole.  33,000.0001 1 ,000,000 

34,000,000 

Residue,  . . . . 

5,000,000 

3,000,000 

8,000,000 

Kurope,  «... 

1,500,000 

500,000 

2,000,000 

Asia,  . .... 

2.000,000 

2,500,000 

4,500,000 

Africa, 

1,000,000 

1,500,000 

2,500,000 

42,500,000 

8,500,000 

51,000,000 

Annual  waste  and  7 
consumption,  $ 

20,000,000 

5,000,000 

25,000,000 

Annual  increase  on") 

an  average  for  10 
years,  . ...  J 

22,500,000 

3,500,000 

34,000,000 

French  Weights  and  Measures. 

[The  following,  with  the  article  that  has  already 
appeared  in  the  Register,  No.  35,  page  132, 
contains  all  that  is  necessary  to  a correct  under- 
standing of  these  matters.] 

Account  of  Ike.  'present  metrical  system  of  France , with 
its  exact  reduction  to  English  measure. 

The  Savans  of  the  French  nation  devoted  their 
attention  for  several*  years  to  the  invention  of  a new 
set  of  measures,  for  lengths,  surfaces,  capacities 
and  weights.  The  substance  of  their  operations  is 
contained  in  a variety  of  memoirs  that  have  been 
presented  to  the  National  Institute;  and  it  appears 
that  a great  number  of  the  most  learned  men  of 
different  nations  contributed  their  assistance  to  this 
object:  some  in  performing  the  numerous  and  de- 
licate experiments  ; others  in  making  the  necessary 
calculations  and  deductions  ; and  others  in  arrang- 
ing the  results  and  drawing  up  the  reports.  The 
result  of  the  whole  is  contained  in  a report  made 
to  the  Institute  on  the  17th  June,  1799;  the  abridg- 
ment of  which  is  as  follows  : 

The  first  object  was  to  fix  upon  a standard  of 
length;  thence  to  deduce  the  measures  of  all  the 
other  kinds.  To  employ,  says  the  reporter.  Van 
Swinden,  as  the  fundamental  unity  or  standard  of 
all  measures,  a standard  taken  from  nature  itself — 
a standard  as  unchangeable  as  the  globe  we  inhabit ; 
to  propose  a metrical  system,  having  all  its  parts 
intimately  connected,  with  its  multiplies  and  sub 
divisions  following  a natural  progression,  which  is 

simple,  obvious  and  always  uniform is  a beauti 

ful,  grand  and  sublime  idea.  This  standard  is 
founded  on  the  basis  of  the  circuit  of  the  earth  be 
ing  the  fourth  part  of  the  terrestrial  meridian,  con- 
tained between  the  equator  and  the  north  ptSle.  The 
ten  millioneth  part  of  this  quadrantal  arc  was  adopt-, 
ed  to  bethe  lineal  measuring  unit,  which  they  called 
metre,  applying  it  equally  to  superficial  and  solid 
measure*,  taking  for  the  unit  of  the  former  the 
square  of  ihe  decuple ; and  for  that  of  the  latter  the 


cube  of  the  tenth  part  of  the  metre.  They  chose 
also,  for  the  measuring  unit  of  weight,  the  quantity 
of  distilled  water  equal  in  bulk  to  the  same  cube  in 
a constant  state  presented  by  nature,  viz.  of  a cer- 
tain temperature.  And  lastly,  it  is  decided,  that  the 
multiplies  and  submultiplies  o!  each  kind  of  measure 
whether  of  weight,  capacity,  surface  or  length,  shall 
be  always  taken  in  the  decimal  or  decuple  progres- 
sion, as  the  most  simple,  natural  and  easy  for  calcu- 
lation, according  to  the  system  of  numeration  which 
all  Europe  has  used  for  many  centuries; 

As  the  basis  of  this  new  metrical  system  depends 
on  a quarter  of  the  terrestrial  meridian,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  magnitude  of  this  arc  should  be  knowm 
with  great  precision.  Therefore,  although  many 
different  degrees  of  the  meridian  have  been  carefully 
measured  at  several  times,  and  in  different  coun- 
tries, the  Institute  ordered  a new  and  actual  mea- 
surement of  the  whole  arc  of  the  meridian,  ext  end- 
ing the  whole  length  of  France,  viz.  from  Dun- 
kirk, on  the  north,  to  Barcelona  in  Spain,  and  pass- 
ing through  Paris  ; an  extent  of  almost  ten  degrees. 
The  measurement  of  this  arc,  in  several  vears,  was 
at  length  completed  by  Mechain  and  Delambre. 
two  eminent  astronomers  ; in  which  they  employed 
rules  or  rods  made  of  platina,  of  two  toises  or  12 
feet  in  length,  for  measuring  the  bases  ; and  whole 
circles,  accurately  made,  for  taking  the  angles,  to 
tenths  of  seconds,  by  repeating  the  measures  in 
many  different  parts  of  the  circumference,  and 
taking  mediums  of  the  whole.  The  precision  with 
which  the  angles  were  observed  is  such,  that  out  of 
90  triangles  which  connect  the  extremeties  of  the 
meridional  arc,  there  are  36  in  which  the  sum  of 
the  three  angles  differs  from  its  proper  quantity  by 
less  than  one  second  ; that  is,  in  which  the  error  of 
the  three,  taken  together,  is  less  than  one  second  : 
there  are  twenty-seven  triangles,  in  which  this  er- 
ror is  less  than  two  seconds;  in  18  others  it  docs 
not  amount  to  three  seconds;  and  there  are  four 
triangles,  in  which  it  falls  between  three  and  four 
seconds  ; and  three  triangles  only  in  which  it  is  more 
than  four,  but  less  than  five  seconds. 

Every  care  was  taken  to  support  and  dispose  the 
platina  rods  properly  in  measuring  the  bases.  The 
extremeties  of  the  rods  were  never  brought  into 
contact;  an  interval  being  left,  which  was  measur- 
ed by  a tongue  of  platina,  sliding  from  the  end  of 
one  of  the  rules  and  carrying  a vernier  and  telescope. 
The  corrections  and  allowances  for  difference  o? 
temperature,  for  obliquities  of  the  line  actually  mea- 
sured, and  for  the  elevation  above  the  level  of  the 
the  sea,  were  also  attended  to,  and  allowed  for.  One 
rod  was  kept  unemployed,  fora  module  or  standard, 
which  was  exactly  equal  to  the  double  toise  of  Peru, 
in  ten  degrees  temperature  of  Reaumur’s  thermome- 
ter, or  fifty  four  of  Fahrenheit.  With  this  module, 
and  also  with  thetoiseof  Peru,  the  other  measuring 
rods  were  compared,  both  before  and  after  the  ope- 
ration of  measuring, and  found  not  to  beat  all  altered. 

The  celestial  latitudes,  &.c.  also  observed  with 
the  same  repeating  circle  of  Borda,  are  such  as  not 
to  have  an  error  of  any  thing  near  half  a second. 

The  settling  the  article  of  the  measure  of  weight 
was  deputed  to  Lefevre  Guineau,  together  with 
Fabroni  of  Florence;  and  the  calculations  from 
the  measures  of  Mechain  and  Delambre,  and  the 
management  of  the  whole  business,  was  under  the 
direction  and  conduct  of  a number  of  commission- 
ers, several  of  whom  were  deputed  from  other  na- 
tions.* 


* For  the  remainder  of  this  article  we  shall  be  in- 
debted to  Atkin's  Chemical  Dictionary. 
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The  metre  is  equal  to  36.9 113  French  inches, 
which  is  equal  to  39.38272  English  inches,  the 
standards  of  each  being  at  the  temperature  of  melt 
ing  ice,  or  32°  Fahr.  But  as  the  standards  in  this 
country  [Great  Britain]  are  always  referred  to  the 
temperature  of  60°  or  62°  (and  the  lattter  is  now 
preferred) — the  expulsion  of  brass — (which  is  the 
material  cf  which  the  standards  are  made)  from 
3~°  to  62°  must  always  be  taken  into  account ; for 
it  is  obvious  that  if  the  English  standard  is  at  62°  and 
the  French  at  32°,  the  latter  will  measure  a less 
quantity  of  the  former  than  if  both  were  at  32°. — 
The  number  39  38272,  therefore,  which  is  the  equi 
valent  to  the  French  metre  when  both  are  at  32% 
must  be  diminished  in  the  proportion  in  which  brass 
expands  30  degrees,  which  is  estimated  by  Dr. 
Soung,  from  Bordas’  experiments,  to  make  the 
equivalent  of  the  metre  to  be  38.371  English  inches, 
the  standard  of  the  metre  being  at  32°,  and  that  of  j 
the  English  inch  at  62°. 

All  the  new  French  measures  increase  and  de 
crease  in  decimal  proportion,  a distinctive  prefix 
, beingput  to  the  term  by  which  the  integer  is  called. 

/ These  prefixes  are  Deca — , Hecto — , Kilo — , and 
Myna — , (taken  from  the  Greek  numbers)  to  express 
tile  multiplication  of  the  integer  by  10,100,1000  and 
30000  respectively  ; and  Deci — , Centi — , Mili — , 
(tiom  the  Latin  numbers)  to  express  the  division  ot 
the  integer  by  10,100,  or  1000.  Or  according  to 
the  following  scale,  taking  the  metre  as  the  integer. 


TABLES. 


Metre. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


3 


Inc  ha. 

3,371 


| Decimetre. 
1 = 


Eng.  inches. 
3.937  i 


Litre. 

1 = 


1 

Myriametre  — 

Metre. 

10000 

1 Metre  = 

Metre. 

1. 

1 

Kilometre 

1000 

1 Decimetre 

0.1 

J 

Hectometre 

100 

1 Centimetre 

0.01 

1 

Decametre 

10  I 

j 1 Millimetre 

- 0.001 

: 6 

6.7*2 

2 7.8742 

; 9 

10.113 

3 118113 

* 13 

1.484 

4 15. 

7484 

i 16 

4.855 

5 19  6855 

i 19 

8.226 

6 23.6226 

r 22 

11.597 

7 27 

.5597 

\ 26 

2.968 

8 31 

.4968 

) 29 

6.339 

9 35.4339 

Eng.  cub.  in. 
6i  028  — 

Ale  pints.  Wine  pints. 

1.7313  — 2.11353 

ox.  Troy 
of  vctcr. 

= 32.104 

122.056 

3.4626 

4.22706 

64.268 

184.084 

5.1939 

6.34059 

96.312 

244.112 

6.9252 

8.45412 

128.416 

305.140 

8.6565 

10  56765 

160.520 

366.168 

10.3878 

12.68118 

192.624 

427.196 

12.1191 

14.79471 

224.728 

488.224 

13.8504 

16.90824 

256.832 

549  252 

15.5871 

19.02177 

288.936 

3 & 

1 1 

or,  °a 

? I 

«§  <§ 
! ? 

Troy  ox.  , 
Heetogran 

\ 

S 

f 

: ? 

l : 

1 

The  metie  is  the  measure  of  length,  and  from  it 
all  the  measures  of  surface,  capacity,  and  weight, 
are- deduced  in  the  following  way  : 

For  square  dimensions,  the  metre,  or  its  parts 
squared,  are  employed.  When  used  for  measuring 
land, the  term  are  is  adopted,  which  is  a decametre 
squared.  A Hectare,  or  100  Ares , are  about  equiva- 
lent to  2 English  Acres. 

For  the  integer  of  the  measure  of  capacity,  both 
wet  and  di  v,  the  decimetre  cubed  is  employed,  and 
is  called  the  Litre.  It  is  more  than  a third  larger 
than  the  old  French  Litron,  and  is  equal  to  2 1-8 
English  wine  pints. 

The  cubic  metre  is  also  called  Stere , but  is  only 
used  for  measuring  five  wood,  to  be  substituted  for 
the  old  French  Corde  de  Bois. 

For  the  integer  of  the  measure  of  weight,  the 
weight  of  a cubic  centimetre  of  distilled  water  at 
32°  has  been  adapted.  This  is  called  a Gramme , and 
js  equivalent  to  15  12  English  grains. 

Of  these  measures,  the  Metre,  Litre  and  Gramme, 
are  almost  the  onl}'  integers  that  the  chemical  read 
er  wilt  ever  meet  with  ; and  certainly  their  unifor- 
mity and  exact  ratio  to  each  other,  and  decimal  pro 
gression,  render  the  comparison  of  them  with  our 
own  measures,  extremely  easy. 

The  following  are  the  correspondences  between 
these  arid  English  measures.  ^ 

'The  Metre— 39,371  English  inches. 

The  Square  Metre=1550. 075641  English  square 
inches. 

The  sqr,  decimetre=15. 50075  English  sqr.  inches. 

The  Cubic  Metre— 61028.028  Eng.  cub.  in.=35 
cubic  feet  548.028  cube  inches. 

The  Cubic  Decimetre  the  same  as  the  Litre. 

The  Litre,  equal  to  the  bulk  of  a kilogramme  of 
water— 61 .028  English  cub.  in. 

The  Gramme,  or  weight  of  a cubic  centimetre 
of  water=15. 44402  Troy  grains. 


1= 

15.444  1 

1 1 — 

2 

34.44 

1 = 

3.2175=  3-5279 

2 

30.888  1 

! 2 

5 

8.88 

2 

6.4350 

7.0558 

3 

46  332 

i 3 

7 

43  32 

3 

9.6525 

10.5837 

4 

61.777  j 

4 

10 

17.76 

4 

12.8700 

14.1116 

5 

77.220 

! 5 

12 

52.20 

5 

16.0875 

17.6395 

6 

92.664  j 

i 6 

15 

26.64 

6 

19.305.0 

21.1674 

7 

108.108  | 

[7 

18 

1.08 

7 

22.5295 

24.6953 

8 

123.552 

8 

20 

35.52 

8 

25.7400 

28.2232 

9 

138.996 

|9 

23 

9.96 

9 

28.9575 

31.7511 

The  decimal  progression  of  all  the  French 
weights  and  measures  renders  it  only  necessary  to 
change  the  decimal  point  in  order  to  convert  one 
into  the  equivalent  of  any  other,  of  the  same  species 
and  numerically  the  same,  of  a different  denomina- 
tion. Thus,  as  9 litres  are  equal  to  15  5817  ale  pints, 
9 hectolitres  will  be  equal  to  1558.17  ale  pints  ; and 
so  of  the  rest. 


The  French  in  Italy. 

A work  was  published  in  Italy  in  1800,  which 
contained  the  following  statement  of  the  exactions 
ofthe  French  from  the  year  1796  We  are  not  ap- 
prised of  the  degree  of  credit  that  attaches  itself  to 
these  calculations — but  insert  them  as  a speculative 
curiosity  : 

Livres  Tournois. 

1.  Contributions  in  silver  and  gold 

coin, 151,150,000 

2.  By  pillage,  requisition,  and  various 

other  ways,  money,  jewels  and  va- 
luable furniture,  ...  242,110,000 

3.  Forced  loans,  contributions  in  kind 
obtained  by  reqiiisition  or  taken  by 

force,  &c.  .....  . 145,000,000 


538,260,000 


# 100,475,200 

This  statement  is  made  as  excluding  the  invalu- 
able productions  of  the  arts  and  treasures  of  antiqui- 
ty, transferred  to  Paris. 
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Presidential  Nomination. 

A meeting  ot  the  republican  members  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Nevv-York  was  held  iti  the  capital,  at 
Albany,  on  the  29th  inst.  The  whole  number  of 
republicans  in  the  senate  and  assembly  is  95,  of 
whom  91  were  present.  Gen.  James  W . Wilkin  of 
the  senate,  was  unanimously  called  to  the  chair, 
and  Alexander  She /don.  Esq.  speaker  <\i  the  house 
of  assembly,  appointed  secretary. 

A motion,  that  the  meeting  should  proceed  to 
nominate  a candidate  for  the  Presidency  ofthe  Unit 
ed  States,  was  approved  by  87  voices.  It  was  then 
proposed  that  De  Witt  Olinton,  Esq.  should  be 
supported  for  that  office,  and  determined  unani 
mouily  ; after  some  debate,  in  which  general  Hoot 
was  the  only  opponent,  who  retired  before  the  ques- 
tion was  put.  A grand  committee,  composed  ol 
one  gentleman  fi  Qin  each  congressional  district,  was 
then  appointed  to  promote  the  election  of  the  can- 
didate selected.  After  the  meeting  adjourned,  this 
committee  waited  upon  Mr.  Clinton , and  informed 
him  through  their  chairman  of  their  proceedings, 
on  which  he  said,  “ that  he  sensibly  felt  and  duly 
appreciated  so  distinguished  a proof  of  their  confi- 
dence.” 

This  remarkable  unanimity  is  well  calculated  to 
increase  the  high  confidence  already  reposed  in  Mr. 
Clinton , in  many  parts  of  the  union.  Partaking  li- 
berally of  the  spii  it  and  firmness  of  his  illustiious 
relative,  our  late  revered  vice-president,  with  a high 
ly  cultivated  mind  and  polished  manners,  his  pre 
tensions,  supported  by  the  state  of  New  York,  are 
truly  respectable,  lie  is  said  to  possess  those  qualities, 
in  a super-eminent  degree,  that  distinguished  hi.~ 
uncle  in  the  exercise  of  his  executive  functions  for 
so  many  years  ; and  he  would,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  know  him  best,  fill  the  presidential  seat  with 
much  honor  to  himself  and  benefit  to  his  country. 
His  character,  for  several  years  past,  has  stood  very 
high  in  many  parts  of  Maryland. 

If,  according  to  the  line  we  have  chalked  out  for 
ourselves,  it  were  consistent  to  express  a wish  on 
the  eimiing  presidential  election,  we  would  say, 
(speaking  of  men  as  their  conduct  at  present  appears 
to  merit,  and  wishing  to  pr  event  confusion  and  dis 
order  in  the  ranks  of  the  interest  of  which  we  as 
individuals  form  a part) — it  were  well,  that  De  Witt 
Clinton  had  been  nominated  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  with  a view  to  his  succeeding  Mr. 
Mad' son  at  the  end  of  four  years,  if  so  long  the  pre- 
sent power  predominates — though  we  respect  and 
reverence  the  old  patriot  Langdon,  named  for  that 
place,  by  the  meeting  at  Washington. 

It  is  probable  that  some  who  denounce  the  cau 
cus  at  Washington  will  approve  that  at  Albany , and 
vice  versa.  One  nomination  is  just  as  legitimate  as 
the  other  ; and  the  right  of  either  meeting  to  select 
^nd  name  a candidate  will  not  be  reasonably  ques- 
tioned. Every  attempt  to  excite  animosities  on 
account  of  them,  or  either  of  them,  should  be 
zealously  discountenanced,  particularly  such  as  are 
founded  on  “ geographical  distinctions.”  If  the 
coming  state  of  tilings,  a state  yet  untried  since 
the  organization  of  our  government,  is  not  calou 
lated  to  promote  union,  let  our  differences  manifest 
we  have  one  common  object— the  welfare  of  the 
republic,  and  the  defeat  of  its  fogs. 

Bushrod  Washington,  Esq  one  of  thejudges 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  has  also 
been  named  as.,  a suitable  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency . 


Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday , May  29. — After  the  disposition  of  some 
business  of  minor  importance — 

Mr.  Randolph,  after  stating  that  he  had  a motion 
to  make,  commenced  a speech  involving  generally 
the  present  state  pi  our  relations  with  France  and 
Great  Britain.  When  he  had  been  speaking  about 
an  hour  and  an  half,  a question  of  order  arose, 
and  it  was  decided  bv  the  speaker  that  the  gentle- 
man ought,  previous  to  debating  so  much  at  large, 
to  submit  his  motion  to  the  house. 

After  some  desultory  debate  and  decisions  on 
points  of  order,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing proposition  : “ That  under  present  circum- 
stances, it  is  inexpedient  to  resort  to  a tear  with  Great 
Britain 

And  the  question  being  taken,  that  the  house  do 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  said  reso- 
lution , it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Baker,  Basset,  Bleecker,  Bovd,  Breckenridge„ 
Brigham,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Davenport,  F.iy,  Emott,  Fitch, 
fcroldsborough,  Jackson,  Key,  Law,  Lewis,  Livingston,  Macon,  Mil* 
nor,  Mostly,  Nelson,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rodman. 
Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Sullivan,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tracey, 
White,  Williams,  Wilson-37. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Bartlett,  Bibb; 
Blaekledge,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cochran,  Clopton,  Condit, 
Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson, Desha.  Dinsmoore,  Earle,  Findh  y, Fisk, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hvueman,  Johnson,  King,  Lacock,  Lefevre,  Little,  Kent, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Moore,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKjm,  Metcalf,  Mitchiy, 
Morrow,  New,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Picketts,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond, 
Richardson,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sammons, 
Scaver,  Sevier,  Seybevt.  Shaw,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Strong,  Talia- 
ferro, Troup,  Turner,  Wmtehili,  Winn,  Wright— 72. 

The  u;.ual  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived,, 
the  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday.  June  2. — Mr.  Newton  presented  the  petition  of  eertaiu 
Spaniards  lately  arrived  from  Tent- -rifle,  stating  the  distressed  situ- 
ation of  the  inhabitants  of  that  island,  and  praying  permission  to 
export  provisions.  Mr.  N,  stated  that  the  petition  itself  contained 
contradictions ; and  that  its  statements  were  contradicted  from, 
other  sources.  The  petition,  8re.  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Poindexter  o fared  the  following  resolution — 

Resolved,  by’  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  ofthe  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Georgia  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  requested  to  give 
their  assent  to  the  formation  of  two  states  in  the  Mississippi  terri- 
tory, provided,  in  the  opinion  of  congress,  a division  of  that  territo- 
ry may  hereafter  be  deemed  expedient. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  it  would  be  recollected,  that  the  senate  had 
postponed  the  bill  for  the  erection  of  the  territory  of  Mississippi 
into  a state.  The  basis  of  that  decision  was,  that  it  was  expedi- 
ent to  ibrin  two  states  out  of  that  territory,  which  could  not  be 
done  without  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia, which  lie  therefore  wished  to  obtain. 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  dividing  the  In- 
diana territory  into  two  separate  governments,  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Quincey  said,  that  by  the  provisions  of  certain  laws  nowiu 
existence,  the  consuls  and  vice  consuls  of  the  United  States  were 
authorised  to  send  home  vessels  and  seamen  L ft  destitute  in  foreign 
ports,  and  that  masters  of  vessels  were  obliged  to  receive  them  at 
a certain  price  if  it  should  not  exceed  ten  dollars  for  each  man,— 
It  had  been  found,  how  ever,  in  certain  cases,  that  the  expense  far 
exceeded  dial  allowance  ; and,  from  certain  expressions  in  the 
law,  the  former  comptroller  did  decide  that  a sum  greater  tiian 
ten  dollars  per  man  might  be  allowed  for  such  service,  by  the  do 
partment  of  state.  The  course  of  proceeding  in  such  cases,  has 
jeen  regulated  by  that  decision.  A new  comptroller,  however,  had 
given  a different  decision,  and  had  considered  that  the  law  pre- 
cluded the  allowance  of  more  than  ten  dollars.  This  decision, 
which  the  comptroller  had  grounded  on  the  positive  expression  of 
the  statute,  although  it  might  be  correct,  the  secretary  of  state  con. 
ceived  would  operate  oppressively  to  the  citizen.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  whether 
any  alterations  are  requisite  in  the  several  acts  r<  lative  to  consuls 
and  vice  consuls,  and  (or  the  protection  of  American  seamen,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  hy  bill  or  otherw  ise. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  V.’  right,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a coin, 
mittee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Nelson  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  the  re- 
covery. protection  and  iudemnilk-atioh  of  American  seamen. 

Alter  the  hill  was  rend  through, 

M;-.  Clay  (the  speaker)  made  a motion  for  the  committee  to 
rise.  He  objected  to  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  though  he 
applauded  and  fully  coincided  in  its  object.  He  submitted  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  whether,  as  it  w as  in  contemplation  fo 
take  a measure  still  more,  strong,  and  which  would  supersede  the 
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necessity  of  the  present,  they  ought  not  to  suspend  the  decision  o 1 
the  weaker  measure  till  the  other  was  dispos  al  of.  At  the  same 
time,  he  pledged  himself,  for  one,  if  the  stronger  measure  should 
tail  from  any  cause,  that  he  would  agree  in  liie  principle  of  the 
hill,  and  afford  any  aid  in  his  power  to  make  its  details  as  perfect  as 
possible. 

Mr.  Wright  said  that  even  war  measures  would  not  supercede 
the  uecessjtv  of  this  bill,  which  contemplated  provisions  for  the 
support  and  remuneration  of  impressed  seamen.  He  should  not, 
however,  now  make  any  material  opposition  to  the  rising  of  the 
committee  ; but  he  hoped  tin  y woulcf  not  suffer  such  a stain  upon 
their  character  as  to  permit  thousands  on  thousands  of  their  ti  l- 
low-citizens  to  remain  in  ignominous  bondage,  under  treatment 
worse  than  that  of  galley-staves. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again. 

SECRET  SITTING. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  (he  United  Slates, 
which,  when  opened,  the  speaker  declared  to  be  of  a confidential 
nature.  And  the  house  was  cleared  of  strangers,  and  so  remained 
until  it  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  2. — The  house  sat  about  half  au  hour  with  closed 
doors,  and  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday , June  3. — The  house  sat  till  near  4 o’clock  with  closed 
doors,  and  then  adjourned. 

( Fur  Thursday's  proceedings  sec  last  page.) 


Public  Documents 

Laid  before  congress  on  Monday  last. 

MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

Washington , April  15,  1812. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that,  in 
addition  to  those  seamen  belonging  to  his  majesty’s 
hired  armed  ketch  Gleanor,  mentioned  in  my  re 
presentation  to  you  of  the  30th  ultimo,  who  lately 
received  protection  in  the  violation  of  their  engage- 
ments, or  were  seduced  from  the  service  of  his 
majesty  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  1 have 
since  been  informed  by  lieutenant  Green,  her  com- 
manded, of  another  subject  of  bis  majesty  who  was 
also  induced  to  leave  his  majesty’s  service,  in  con- 
sequence of  encouragement  to  that  effect  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Annapolis. 

Such  instances,  sir,  of  improper  attempts  made 
on  the  part  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  de- 
prive his  majesty’s  ships,  even  when  employed  in 
the  diplomatic  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, of  their  seamen,  will  serve  in  conjunction 
with  many  others  in  my  power  to  quote,  and  per- 
haps in  your  remembrance,  to  shew,  that  if  the 
United  States  have  reason  at  times  to  complain  of 
irregularities  in  his  majesty’s  officers,  in  un  design- 
edly taking  their  seamen,  mistaking  them  for  their 
own,  we  have  occasionally  also  reason  to 'make 
complaint  of  our  seamen  engaged  on  national  ser- 
vice, and  known  as  Br  itish  subjects,  being  seduced 
from  their  allegiance  bv  citizens  of  the  0.  States 
with  circumstances  of  aggravation  and  insult  high- 
ly irritating. 

Although,  sir,  it  has  unfortunately  not  as  yet 
been  found  practicable  by  our  governments  to  agree 
to  such  arrangements  as  might  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  events  taking  place  so  calculated  to  pro- 
duce vexation  on  either  side,  I cannot  however 
but  hope  that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
may  find  some  means  to  prevent  a recurrence  of 
similar  irregularities  on  the  part  of  their  citizens  ; 
and  I assure  you,  sir,  that,  as  hitherto,  so  at  all 
times,  whenever  you  claim  any  persons  on  board  of 
anv  of  his  majesty’s  ships,  as  native  American  citi 
zens,  no  exertion  shall  he  wanting  on  my  part  to 
procure  their  discharge  ; and  1 will  add,  that  it 
would  afford  me  very  high  satisfaction  to  be  now 
furnished  hv  vou  wiih  a list  of  all  those  whom  yon 
can  claim  as  such,  in  order  that  I might  use  every 
effort  in  my  power  to  obtain  their  immediate  re- 
lease. 

You  need  not,  I am  sure,  sir,  be  reminded  bv 
me  o;  the  prompt  attention  which  has  invariably 


'been  given  by  his  majesty’s  commanding  officer  on 
the  Halifax  station,  to  the  reclamations  in  similar 
cases,  which  I have  transmitted  since  my  arrival  in 
the  U.  States  to  him  in  your  name,  nor  of  thereadi- 
ness  with  which  he  has  given -directions  when  prac- 
ticable for  their  being  instantaneously  discharged. 

I have  the  honor,  &.c. 

fSigned)  AUG.  J.  FOSTER, 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Department  of  state , Miy  30,  1812. 

Sir — Having  had  the  honor  to  confer  with  you 
soon  after  the  date  of  your  letter  of  April  15,  rela- 
tive to  a deserter  from  Ids  Britannic  majesty’s  ship 
of  war  the  Gleanor,  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  here 
the  remarks  which  I then  made  on  the  subject.  I 
shall  only  observe  that  none  of  the  men  who  de- 
serted from  that  vessel  had  any  encouragement  to 
do  it  from  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  state  of  Maryland.  II  they  receiv- 
ed such  encouragement  from  any  of  our  citizens,  it 
is  a cause  of  regret  ; but  it  is  an  act  not  cognizable 
by  our  laws  any  more  than  it  is  presumed  to  be  by 
those  of  Great  Britain. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  a similar  desertion  took 
place  last  year  from  an  American  frigate  in  an 
English  port,  in  which  no  redress  was  afforded.  It 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  the  deserter  took  re- 
fuge on  hoard  a British  ship  of  war,  the  commander 
of  which  refused  to  surrender  him  on  being  re- 
quested to  do  sp. 

Your  proffered  exertions  to  procure  the  dis- 
charge of  native  American  citizens,  from  on  board 
British  ships  of  war,  of  which  you  desire  a list,  has 
not  escaped  attention. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  United  States  to  discriminate 
between  their  native  and  naturalized  citizens , nor 
ought  your  government  to  expect  it,  as  it  makes  no 
such  discrimination  itself.  There  is  inthis 
office  a list  of  several  thousand  American  seamen 
who  have  been  impressed  into  the  British  service, 
for  whose  release  applications  have,  from  time  to 
time,  been  already  made.  Of  this  list  a copy  shall 
be  forwarded  you,  to  take  advantage  of  any  good 
offices  you  mav  be  able  to  render. 

I have,  &,c. 

Signed,  J.  MONROE. 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  RUSSEL. 

Department  of  state,  July  27, 181 1 . 

Sir — This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr. 
Barlow,  who  is  appointed  to  represent  the  United 
States  at  Paris,  as  their  minister  plenipotentiary. 
You  will  deliver  to  him  the  papers  in  your  possei- 
sion,  and  give  him  all  the  information  in  voui  pow- 
er, relative  to  our  affairs  with  the  French  govern- 
ment. 

7’he  president  has  instructed  me  to  communicate 
to  you  his  approbation  of  your  conduct  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  which  devolved  on  you  as 
charge  d’affaires  at  Paris,  after  the  departure  of  ge- 
neral Armstrong,  which  I execute  with  pleasure. 
As  an  evidence  of  this  confidence  and  favorable 
disposition,  he  has  appointed  you  to  theysume  trust 
irji  London,  for  which  I enclose  you  a commission. 
I.t  is  hoped,  that  it  may  suit  vour  convenience  to  re- 
pair to  that  court,  and  to  remain  there  till  a minis- 
ter shall  be  appointed,  which  xvi!l  be  done  as  soon 
as  the  congress  convenes.  The  frigate  which  takes 
Mr.  Barlow  to  France  will  pass  on  to  some  port  in 
Holland,  to  execute  a.  particular  instruction  from 
the  secreta  y of  the  treasury  relative  to  our  debt  in 
that  country.  She  will  then  return  to  Franco,  and 
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kike  you  to  such  English  port  as  may  be  most  con- 
venient to  you. 

Your  services  in  Fiance  would  have  given  you 
such  knowledge  of  your  duties  at  London,  that  l! 
shall  not  go  into  detail  in  this  communication  re- 
specting them.  It  is  wished  and  expected  that  you 
and  Mr.  Barlow  will  communicate  fully  on  the 
subject  of  your  respective  duties,  and  co-operate  to- 
getherin  the  measures  which  are  deemed  necessary 
to  promote  the  just  objects  of  the  United  States 
with  the  countries  in  which  you  will  respectively 
represent  them. 

You  will  receive  a copy  of  the  notes  of  Mr.  Fos- 
ter on  several  important  topics,  and  mv  answers  to 
them,  particularly  on  the  British  orders  in  council, 
the  possession  taken  by  the  United  States  of 
certain  parts  of  We»t  Florida,  and  the  late  en- 
counter between  the  United  States’  frigate  the 
President  and  the  British  sloop  of  war  the  Little 
Belt.  It  is  hoped  that  the  British  government  will 
proceed  to  revoke  its  orders  in  council,  and  thus 
restore  in  all  respects,  the  friendly  relation  which 
wouid  be  so  advantageous  to  both  countries. — 
The  papers  relative  to  West  Florida  shew  the 
ground  on  which  that  question  rests.  The  affair  of 
the  Littl*  Belt  cannot  excite  much  feeling,  it  is 
presumed,  in  England  : The  chase  was  begun  by 

the  British  captain — he  fired  the  first  shot  and  the 
first  broad  side  ; to  which  it  may  be  added,  that  the 
occurrence  took  place  near  our  coast,  which  is 
sometimes  infested  by  vessels  from  the  West  Indies, 
without  commission,  and  even  for  piratical  purpo 
ses.  It  seems  to  be  a right  inseparable  from  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  the 
character  and  nation  of  the  vessels  which  hang  on 
their  coast.  An  inquiry  is  ordered  into  commodore 
Ro'dgers’  conduct,  at  his  request,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  all  the  facts  appertaining  to  this  oc- 
currence. 

You  will  be  allowed  an  outfit  for  Paris,  and  half 
an  outfit  to  take  you  to  London. 

Should  you  by  any  circumstance  be  unable  to 
proceed  to  London,  which  would  be  a cause  of  re- 
gret, you  will  be  so  good  as  to  transmit,  by  a special 
messenger,  the  papers  forwarded  for  you  to  Mr. 
Smith,  wiio,  in  that  event  will  remain  there. 

You  will  receive  enclosed  a letter  to  Mr.  Smith, 
to  be  delivered  to  him  in  case  you  go  to  London,  as 
it  is  wished  that  your  removal  to  London  should 
not  be  imputed  to  a want  of  due  respect  for  him. 

I have  the  honor,  &.c.  &.c. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Jonathan  Russell,  Esq.  c^  c. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
Mr.  Russell,  dated 

“ Department  of  State, 'Nov.  27,  1811. 

“ I had  lately  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a copy 
ofthc  president’s  message  to  congress  at  the  com 
mencement  of  the  session,  and  of  the  documents 
which  accompanied  it,  so  far  as  they  were  then 
printed.  In  the  papers  now' seat  you  will  receive  a 
complete  copy  of  that  highly  interesting  cornmui 
cation. 

“ You  will  see  hv  these  documents  the  ground 
which  has  been  taken  by  the  executive,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  new  ground  taken  by  Great  Britain. 
The  orders  in  council  are  considered  as  war  on  our 
commerce,  and  to  continue  till  the  continental  mar 
ket  is  opened  to  British  .products,  which  may  not 
be,  pending  the  present  war  in  Europe.  The  U. 
States  cannot  allow  Great  Britain  to  regulate  their 
trade,  nor  can  they  be  content  with  a trade  to  Great 
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Britain  only,  whose  markets  are  already  surcharged 
with  their  productions. 

“ The  United  States  are  therefore  reduced  to  the 
dilemma  either  of  abandoning  their  commerce,  or 
of  resorting  to  Other  means  more  likely  to  obtain  a 
respect  for  their  rights.  Between  these  alternatives 
there  can  be  little  cause  for  hesitation. 

“ It  will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  learn  that  a 
change  in  the  policy  of  Great  Biitain  shall  have 
taken  place,  and  it  is  expected  that  you  will  avail 
yourself  of  every  opportunity,  and  particularly  of 
the  return  of  this  vessel,  to  communicate  the  most 
full  and  correct  information  on  the  subject. 

“ The  Hornet  will  land  a messenger  in  Fiance, 
who  takes  despatches  to  our  minister  in  Paris,  after 
which  she  will  proceed  to  England  and  land  there 
a messenger  with  despatches  to  you.  It  is  desired 
that  you  will  hurry  her  return  to  France  with  the 
greatest  expedition  possible,  from  whence  she  will 
hasten  to  the  United  States. 

Extract  of  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  dated 

London,  22d  Nov.  1811. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I reached 
London  on  the  I2th  of  this  month,  and  on  the  loth 
waited  on  the  marquis  Wellesley,  in  pursuance  to 
his  appointment.  Mis  lordship  said  it  w?as  very  u un- 
certain when  he  should  be  able  to  present  me  to  the 
prince  regent,  as  his  royal  highness  had  the  day 
before  met  with  an  accident  at  Oatlands  which 
might  prevent  his  return  to  town  for  some  time. 

“ Our  conversation  was  of  a very  general  charac- 
ter, and  did  not  embrace  with  precision  any  of  the 
questions  in  agitation  between  the  two  countries, 
riis  lordship  once  observed,  that  he  hoped,  in  the 
course  of  five  or  six  weeks,  we  might  have  some 
amicable  discussion  w ith  each  other. 

“ Until  1 am  otherwise  instructed,  I shall  con 
fine  myself  here  to  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary  du- 
ties of  the  legation.  After  the  proof  which  has 
been  already  produced  of  the  revocation  of  the 
French  decrees,  it  would  probably  do  no  good  for 
me  to  make  a statement  on  that  subject,  especially, 
as  I have  nothing  new  to  offer.  Enough  has  al- 
ready been  said  to  convince  those  who  were  not 
pre-disposed  to  resist  conviction. 

“ The  Constitution  left  Portsmouth  on  the  21st 
inst.  for  Cherbourg.’* 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  secretary 
of  State — dated 

London,  23d  Dec.  1811. 

(<  Since  I wrote  vou  on  the  22d  ult.  nothing  new 
in  relation  to  the  United  States,  has  occurred  here. 

Every  thing  remains  in  doubt  with  regard  to  a 
change  of  ministers,  and  much  more  so  with  re- 
gard to  a change  of  measures. 

I have  not  heard  from  Mr.  Barlow  since  I left 
France,  and  do  not  know  if  the  Constitution  lias 
yet  left  that  country. 

The  newspapers  I transmit  you  herewith,  contain 
the  late  occurrences,  and  to  those  1 beg  leave  to 
refer  you.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell,  charge  d'af- 
faires of  the  United  States  at  London , to  the  Se- 
cretary of  Stale — dated 

London,  10th  January  1811. 

“ Mr.  Tayloe,the  messenger  by  the  Uni  ted  State** 
ship  Hornet,  arrived  in  town  on  the  3d  of  this 
month,  and  delivered  your  despatches.  I regret 
that  I have  nothing  of  a satisfactory  nature  to  com 
municate  to  you  i-n  return,  relative  to  a change  of 
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system  here.  I have  detained  Mr.  Tayloe  a few  out  of  their  garrison  without  being  completely  ha- 
days,  as  the  opening  of  parliament,  and  the  early  rassed,  surprised  and  cut  to  pieces,  when  their  a:  ms 
debates,  might  indicate  the  spirit  and  develope  the  are  distributed  amongst  the  insurgent  Creoles, 
views  of  the  ministry  with  regard  to  us.  stand  greatly  in  want  of  them. 

“I  have  announced  to  the  marquis  Wellesley  The  miners  employed  in  the  mines  of  Zacate 
that  the  messenger  will  leave  London  on  the  14-th 
inst.  and  while  i offered  to  take  charge  of  any  des- 
patches which  his  lordship  might  wish  to  transmit 
by  him,  I availed  myself  of  the  occasion  to  state  the 
high  satisfaction  it  would  afford  me  to  be  able  to 
communicate  to  the  American  government  by  the 
same  opportuntfy,  the  repeal,  or  such  modification 
of  the  orders  in  council  violating  the  rights  of  the 
United  States,  as  woujd  remove  the  great  obstacle 
to  free  intercourse  and  perfect  harmony  between 
the  two  countries.  I do  not,  however,  flatter  my- 
self that  this  suggestion  will  produce  the  desired 
effect.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russel , to  Mr.  Munroe , 
dated 

London,  Jan.  14,  1812. 

«c  Since  I had  the  honor  to  address  you  via  Liver- 
pool on  the  10th  of  this  month,  1 have  received  no 
communication  from  this  government. 

The  expectation  of  a change  of  ministry,  which 
was  confidently  entertained  a few  weeks  since,  ap 
pears  to  have  vanished,  and  a hope  of  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  orders  in  council  is  very  much  dimin 
ished.” 

[We  have  not  yet  received  the  whole  of  this  cor- 
respondence and,  of  course,  cannot  give  it.  There 
does  not  appear  any  important  or  leading  feature 
contained  in  it.  The  series  shall  be  concluded  in 
our  next. — Ed.  Reg.J 


Revolution  in  Mexico. 


ployed  in  the  mines  of  Zacateccas, 
St  Louis  de  Potosi  and  Guanaxuato,  have  declined 
for  the  greater  part  to  work  for  the  former  under- 
takers and  proprietors,  and  are  all  in  favor  of  a 
change.  They  chiefly  continue  to  work  at  equal 
portions  amongst  themselvs,  in  spite  of  the  remon- 
strances made  to  them  by  the  major  Domos,  who 
are  superintendants  of  the  mines;  and  priests  born, 
in  Spain.  The  creole  priests,  who  were  like  the 
rest  kept  in  the  lower  clerical  situations,  encourage 
the  prevalent  desire  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  the 
European  Spaniards.  In  spite  of  the  number  and 
great  severities  used  by  the  European  Spaniards, 
the  act  of  independence  of  the  provinces  of  Terra 
Firma,  done  at  Carthagena,  11th  November  last 
year,  has  found  its  way  into  these  provinces,  by  tra- 
vellers from  Vera  Cruz  ; copies  of  it  are  every 
where  transcribed  with  enthusiasm.  Through  the 
means  of  traders  from  Natchitoches,  copies  of  the 
resolutions  of  congress  respecting  the  revolution  of 
the  Spanish  provinces,  have  likewise  found  their 
way  here — great  pains  are  taken  by  the  creoles  to 
circulate  them.  For  want  of  printing  presses  they 
are  copied  by  the  itinerant  monks,  and  posted  up 
by  the  creoles  to  animate  their  countrymen.  As 
far  as  I can  learn,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  princi- 
pal leaders  of  independence,  as  soon  as  they  have 
entirely  driven  all  partizans  of  the  former  govern- 
ment out  of  the  interior  provinces  of  New  Spain, 
and  the  vice  royalty,  to  assemble  either  at  Zacatec- 
cas  or  St  Louis  de  Potosi,  and  to  fix  on  a form 
of  government  : that  of  this  moment  is  entirely 
military. 


Extract  of  a letter  from  St.  Antonia , in  the  province 
of  Texas , dated  Si  A February,  1812.  1 
The  party  that  still  adheres  to  the  old  principles 
of  the  Spanish  colonial  system,  consisting  chiefly 
of  persons  born  in  Old  Spain,  and  some  other  cha- 
racters either  connected  with  or  depending  upon 
them, is  losing  ground  every  day. — Even  the  priests, 
who  formerly  sanctioned  every  arbitrary  measure, 
desert  them.  The  party  of  the  Creoles  is  rapidly 
increasing.  Hitherto,  governor  Herrera,  of  this 
place,  jointly  with  governor  Salcedo,  of  Chihuahua, 
iu  the  province  of  New  Biscay,  together  with  the 
Viceroy  of  Mexico,  and  the  different  intendants  of 
the  interior  provinces,  and  the  vice-royalty,  endea- 
voured  to  persuade  the  people  that  Ferdinand  VII. 
would  be  immediately  restored  to  his  throne,  the 
French  be  driven  from  the  Peninsula,  and  the  for 
mer  order  of  things  restored.  But  gradually  Fer 
dinand  VII.  is  lost  out  of  sight,  as  a phantom  that 
has  no  political  existence,  and  the  oppression  ot 
the  government  obliges  the  people  of  this  province 
to  shake  off  their  former  yoke  entirely.  General 
Ryon  has  collected  a formidable  army,  chiefly  caval 
ry,  consisting  of  Creoles,  bom  in  the  interior  pro- 
vinces. His  head-quarters  were  according  to  the 
last  accounts,  at  the  Hacienda  St.  Lorenzo,  in  the 
province  of  Coquilia,  by  which  position  he  has 
made  himself  complete  master  of  the  defiles  through 
which  the  principal  roads  from  Mexico  to  Santa-Fe 
and  to  Muntelrey  rur>,  so  that  he  has  in  a measure 
cut  off  Salcedo  and  his  party,  and  likewise  Herre- 
ra and  his  corps  from  all  aid  which  they  could  de- 
rive from  the  provinces  of  the  vice-royalty.  The 
communication  between  this  place  and  ?Vlontalovez 
Durango  and  from  there  to  Mexico,  is  entirely  in. 
tercepted.  The  king’s  presidios  dare  not  to  venture 


Miscellaneous. 

Useful  invention. — Mr.  Schultz  has  obtained 
a patent  from  the  United  States  for  a hydraulic 
machine. , by  means  of  which  water  can  be  raised, 
as  well  in  running,  as  in  'till  water  or  ponds t appli- 
cable to  the  turning  of  mills  of  every  description, 
to  supply  cities  with  water,  without  the  assistance 
ofsteam  engines,  or  any  other  very  expensive  agents, 
to  water  meadows,  drain  lands,  extinguish  fires, 
&c.  He  has  also  obtained  a patent,  for  a hydraulic 
boat , for  the  transportation  of  goods,  ferry  or  pas- 
sage boat,  &c.  and  which  is  propelled  against  the 
stream  or  current,  without  stream  engine  or  any 
other  expensive  agents. 

Natural  history. — It  is  generally  known,  that 
the  state  of  the  atmosphere  has  a visible  effect  upon 
certain  animals  ; and  that  for  instance,  cats,  dogs, 
frogs,  hogs  &c.  have  a very  strong  presentiment  of 
every  change  preparing  in  it.  It  has  been  discover- 
ed that  the  spider  possessed  this  quality  in  a mori 
eminent  degree  than  all  other  animals,  and  is  pecu- 
liarly fit  to  serve  as  an  unerring  barometer.  These 
insects  have  two  different  ways  of  weaving  their 
webs,  by  which  we  can  know  what  weather  we  are 
to  have.  When  the  weather  inclines  to  turn  rainy 
or  windy,  they  make  the  principal  threads,  which 
are  the  foundation,  as  it  were,  of  their  whole  web, 
very  short  and  rather  thick  ; whereas  they  spin 
them  much  longer  when  fine  and  warm  weather  is 
to  be  expected.  Thence  it  appears  clearly,  that 
the  spiders  have  not  only  a near,  but  also  a distant 
presentiment  of  the  changes  which  are  preparing 
in  the  air.  The  barometer  foretels  the  state  of  the 
weather  with  cet  taintv  only  for  about  twenty-four 
hours,  whereas  we  may  be  sure, that  the  weather  will 
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be  fine  12  or  14  days  when  the  spider  makes  the  prin- 
cipal threads  of  its  web  long.  How  foi-tunate  is  it, 
therefore, that  provident  nature, amongst  other  gifts, 
also  has  bestowed  upon  the  cultivator  of  the  earth 
such  a cheap  instrument, upon  the  sensibility  and  in- 
fallibility of  which,  with  regard  to  the  impending 
changes  in  the  atmosphere, he  can  relv. The  baromet- 
ers are  frequently  very  fallible  guides,  particularly 
when  they  point  to  settled  fair ; whereas  the  work 
of  the  spider  fails  to  give  certain  information.  This 
insect,  which  is  one  of  the  most  economical  ani- 
mals, does  not  go  to  work  nor  expend  such  great 
length  of  threads,  before  the  most  perfect  equilibii- 
um  of  all  the  constituent  part  of  the  air  indicates 
with  certainty  that  this  great  expenditure  will  not 
be  in  vain.  Let  the  weather  be  ever  so  bad,  we 
may  conclude  with  certainty  that  it  will  not  last- 
long,  and  soon  change  for  settled  fair,  when  we  see 
the  spider  repair  the  damages  which  his  web  has  re- 
ceived in  consequence  of  a temporary  gust  of  wind. 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  June  6. 

The  detachment  of  militia,  ordered  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  into  actual  service,  from 
the  state  of  Ohio , (a  wilderness  25  years  ago)  con- 
sisting of  1200  men,  cavalry,  riflemen  and  infantry, 
are  already  in  the  field,  completely  equipped ! A 
body  of  as  brave,  gallant  and  h ardy  young  men  as 
ever  were  assembled.  This  detachment  is  compos 
ed  entirely  of  volunteers  ; their  number  was  made 
up  in  a few  days.  With  the  exception  of  the  supe- 
rior officers,  they  are  principally  men  in  the  very 
prime  of  life  ; able  and  capable  of  doing  any  thing — 
that  men  can  do — to  avenge  their  country.  At  this 
date  they  are,  probably,  encamped  at  Detroit.  They 
were  to  be  joined  by  the  4th  United  States  regi- 
ment, and  other  regular  troops  about  to  descend 
the  Ohio  from  Pittsburg. 

Six  thousand  men  from  Kentucky  were  expect- 
ed to  unite  with  this  force.  The  whole  to  be  under 
general  Hull,  a gentleman  of  high  reputation,  who 
has  the  command  of  the  Western  army. 

Our  hearts  are  still  sickened  with  the  details  of 
murders  by  the  Indians.  But  the  time  is  at  hand 
when  they  shall  cease.  It  is  in  Upper  Canada,  with 
the  British,  at  Malden  and  Amhersburg , that  the 
Indian  war  is  to  be  closed.  And,  if  we  mistake  not, 
general  Hull  will  soon  give  them  such  a talk  as  shall 
convince  the  white  and  red  savages  that  their  mur- 
ders may  not  be  committed  with  impunity. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy  is  advertising  for  large 
supplies  of  live  oak  and  white  oak  timber,  to  be  de 
livered  at  the  navy  yards  at  Washington,  New 
York,  Boston,  or  Portsmouth. 

Colonel  Selby— one  of  the  heroes  of  King's 
Mountain, — is  a candidate  for  the  chief  magistracy 
o i Kentucky — “ provided,  the  United  Stales  are  in- 
vohedin  war ” — thinking  that,insuch  a case,  he  may 
do  “the  state  some  service.”  There  appears  no 
doubt  of  his  election  if  he  permits  his  name  to  be 
offered  to  his  fellow  citizens. 

The  military  spirit  heats  high  in  Kentucky— as 
soon  as  the  requisition  of  the  president  was  known 
at  Lexington,  and  before  the  governor’s  orders 
reached  that  place,  a company  of  volunteers  of  100 
men  was  formed.  They  immediately  equipped  them 
selves,  and  were  prepared  to  march  “ to  the  lakes, 
to  the  plains  of  Abraham,  or  the  consecrated  field 
of  Tippecanoe.”  It  appears  that  this  state  will  fur 
nish  her  quota  entirely  of  volunteers. 


Massachusetts. — The  votes  for  governor  have  been 
counted,  and  were  found  as  follows  : 

Whole  no.  of  votes  - - 104,156 

Necessary  to  make  a choice  - 52,078 

Mr.  Strong  had  52,696  votes,  and  Mr.  Gerry 
51,326  votes.  The  former  Was  therefore  declared 
duly  elected.  Last  year  the  votes  were — for  Mr. 
Gerry  43,328  ; for  Mr.  Gore,  40,142  : the  increase 
of  votes  is  nearly  20,000. 

Mr.  Dana  (rep.)  has  been  elected  speaker  of  the 
senate  by  a large  majority — and  Mr.  Bigelow  (fed.) 
was  chosen  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives 
— the  votes  were 

For  Mr.  Bigelow  . . . 423 

Mr.  Holmes  (rep.)  . . . 290 

The  whole  number  of  members  present  seven  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  and  majority  for  Mr.  B.  133. 

A very  destructive  hailstorm  took  place  on  13th 
May,  in  various  parts  of  Anne-Arundel  and  Prince 
George’s  counties.  In  some  places  the  bail  was 
drifted  against  the  fences  to  the  height  of  four  or 
five  feet,  and  remained  for  several  days — on  some 
farms  not  an  out-house  was  left  standing.  Some  of 
the  hail  stones  measured  more  than  six  inches  in 
circumference. 

London  papers  to  the  27th  of  April,  have  been 
received  at  Boston.  It  is  stated  that  the  catholic 
question  has  been  decided  in  the  house  of  lords  in 
favor  of  the  petitioners  by  a majority  of  72.  These 
papers  contain  nothing  else  of  importance  except 
the  articles  headed  “orders  in  council,”  seepage 
229  ; to  which  the  attention  of  our  readers  is 
invited. 

The  old  king  of  Great  Britain  appears  entirely 
lost  in  the  splendor  of  the  Regent.  He  lives — -a 
madman. 

A treaty  of  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  has 
been  concluded  between  France  and  Austria.  Swe- 
den has  been  tempted  by  the  former  to  send  35,000 
troops  into  Germany ; for  which  she  was  to  have 
Finland,  lately  wrested  from  her,  restored  b}T  Rus- 
sia, and  also  receive  a slice  of  that  country  as  far  as 
the  Ladago. 

By  an  arrival  at  Boston  from  Pernambuco,  we 
learn,  that  the  Buenos- Ayreans  and  Monte  Videans 
have  united  their  forces,  and  declared  war  against 
the  prince  regent  of  Portugal,  who,  hut  a short 
time  ago.  sent  an  army  into  their  country  to  aid 
the  latter  in  defending  themselves  from  the  former  ? 
The  joint  forces  are  said  to  be.  in  Brazil,  and  to 
have  taken  Rio- Grand-South  and  St.  Catherine. 
It  is  further  stated  that  they  contemplated  an  at. 
tack  on  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  that  there  was  not  the 
least  doubt  of  their  conquering  the  Portuguese.-*- 
'Phis  is,  indeed,  the  age  of  revolutions  ! The  prince 
regent  is  a weak  and  miserable  creature,  too  indo> 
lent,  and  too  ignorant  to  confer  those  great  benefits 
on  the  country  that  weie  anticipated  from  his  resi- 
dence in  it 

A vessel  has  ar:  ivrd  in  the  Delaware  under  Bri- 
tish colors,  from  Laguira,  in  ballast,  with  passen- 
gers, baggage,  and  specie.  The  passengers  are  17 
in  number,  men,  women  and  children,  who  escap- 
ed with  what  they  could  save  fiem  the  ruins  of  Ca- 
raccas  and  Laguira.  The  Briti  h captain  was  ig- 
norant of  our  laws,  until  his  vessel  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  an  officer  from  the  United  States’  brig 
Argus,  at  anchor  off  New  Castle.  Ail  the  passen 
gees  were  landed  by  order  of  the  captain  of  the  brig, 
and  permitted  to  carry  with  them  iheir  baggage 
and  specie,  except  one  gentleman  who  had  $20,136 
in  specie,  which  was  seized.  The  money  was  de- 
posited, by  the  marshal  of  the  district,  in  the  bank  . 
to  abide  a legal  decision.  If  the  preceding  is  aj  sfc 


240 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER SHEER-SHEARING,  &C. 


Statement  of  the  matter, reason  and  humanity  will  in- ( baggage  waggons.  The  circumstance,  by  a very 
terfere,  and  restore  to  the  unfortunate  his  property. 

A great  battle  is  said  to  have  been  fought  about 
the  1st  May,  between  the  “ whigs”  of  Caracas  and 
fi  tones1*  of  Coro,  the  latcer  being  aided  by  some 
{f  regulars”  from  Porto-Rico.  The  whigs  gained  a 
complete  victory.  They  took  and  sunk  32  armed 
boats  of  the  tories,  and  made  700  prisoners.  $|>We. 
place  much  faith  in  the  preceding,  from  having  seen 
private  letters  from  Caracas  some  days  ago,  which 
stated  that  Miranda  had  marched  for  Coro  with  a 
powerful  and  well  appointed  army  ; and  are  glad  to 
observe  that  the  late  dreadful  visitations  of  Provi 
dence,  have  not  rendered  the  people  Unmindful  of 
the  blessing  he  has  bestowed  in  breaking  their 
chains.  Though  the  earthquakes  had  happened  so 
lately,  the  private  letters  above  alluded  to  say,  that 
the  city  of  Caracas  was  ilium  nated  on  the  anni 
yersary  of  the  independence  of  Venezuela  (the  19th 
of  April)  and  that  the  people  were  lull  of  patriotic 
ardor.  May  heaven  prosper  them  ! 

Patriotism. — The  regiment  of  cavalry  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  composed  of  pretty  equal 
proportions  of  democrats  and  federalists,  have  unani 
mously  agreed  to  tender  their  services  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Pennsylvania.  This  is  most  excellent ! — 

We  shall  certainly  be  a united  people  ! 

Bern.  Press . 


Sheep  Shearin 


natural  association  of  ideas,  ca<  ried  our  rnind  to  the 
state  of  our  country  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  for  independence,  and  brought  to  recollection 
the  following  inscription,  ordered  by  the  old  con- 
gress to  be  engraved  on  one  of  the  brass  cannon 
belonging  to  the  whigs  at  that  time,  as  follows— 

“THE  HANCOCK. 

SACRED  TO  LIBERTY. 

This  is  one  of  four  cannon  which 
constituted  the  whole  train  of  field  artillery  posses- 
sed by  the  British  colonies  of  North  Arne- 
lica,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  on  the  19th  of  April, 

M,DCC,LXXV. 

This  cannon  and  its  fellow, 
belonging  to  a number  of  citizens 
of  Boston,  were  used  in  many  engagements 
during  the  war. 

The  other  two,  the  property  of 
the  government  of  Massachusetts,  were  taken 
by  the  enemy. 

By  order  of  the  United 
States,  in  congress  assembled.  May 
19,  1788.” 

N.  B.  The  other  preserved  cannon  is  styled,  the 
Adams;  and,  except  the  name,  has  an  inscription 
similar  to  that  of  the  Hancock.  ^ ' 


Georgetown,  Ky.  April  29. 

On  Tuesday  last,  Wm.  Story,  of  Georgetown, 
sheared,  of  the  flock  belonging  to  Story  and  Nichols , 
sixteen  full  blooded  Merino  Sheep — 10  of  which 
were  imported  from  Spain — The  product  was  as 


follows  ; lbs.  oz. 

A Buck,  (Judas)  - - - - - 12  4 

A Buck,  ( Don  Carlos)  - - - 9 12 

An  imported  Ewe,  - - - - - 7 

Do.  - - do 7 8 

Do.  - - do. 7 8 

Do.  - - do.  - - - - 10  4 

Do.  - - do.  - - - 8 4 

Do.  - - do.  - - - 8 

Do.  - - do.  - - - - 6 12 

Do.  - - do.  - - - 6 4 

An  ewe  Lamb,  ( Sancho ) fifteen  months  old,  9 
A Buck  ( Pcilleford ) fifteen  months  old,  8 8 

An  ewe  Lamb,  fifteen  months  old,  7 8 

A young  Buck,  / Columbus ) ten  months  old,  7 
A young  Buck,  ten  months  old,  5 

A young  ewe,  about  ten  months  old,  5 4 


Aggregate  amount  125  12 

Averaging  the  flock,  including  the  lambs,  at 
about  seven  pounds  fourteen  ounces. 


The  above  shearing  was  attended  by  about  one 
hundred  persons — among  whom  were  a number  of 
the  most  respectable  citizens  of  Scott  county.  An 
agreeable  repast  was  furnished  bv  Wm.  Story,  and 
all  retired  surprised  to  see  thatthe  wool  of  the  Me- 
rino sheep  should  so  far  exceed  in  quantity  and 
quality,  the  best  wool  of  the  common  sheep  of  the 
western  country. 


1775  and  1812. 

A company  of  light  artillery  of  the  new  army  of 
the  United  States,  passed  through  this  city  on 
Thursday  last,  for  the  northward.  It  consisted  of 
between  70  and  SOfinelooking  hardy  young  fellows, 
having  in  their  traifa  8 pieces  of  camion  and  two 


CONGRESS.— The  doors  of  the  house  of  representatives  were 
closed  during  the  session  on  Thursday.  We  are  not  disposed  to 
notice  every  rumor  that  is  afloat,  though  we  should  be  happy  to 
convey  to  our  friends  some  information  of  what  is  doing*  We 
merely  state  a belief,  founded  on  pretty  strong  grounds,  that  war 
against  England  will  be  immediately  declared. 

^f^To  keep  pace  with  the  current  of  matter  and 
yet  preserve  a considerable  space  for  miscellaneous 
articles — but  chiefly  to  manifest  our  increasing  de- 
sire to  render  this  work  more  and  more  valuable,  a 
supplement  to  the  39 th  No.  accompanies  the  present. 

It  is  a source  of  great  regret,  and  of  much  anxiety 
and  trouble  to  the  editor,  as  well  as  detrimental  to 
the  value  of  the  Register,  (the  improvement  of  which 
it  was  designed  to  extend  pari  passu  with  the  means 
afforded)  that  nearly  two  thirds  of  our  subscribers 
have  yet  neglected  to  comply  with  the  terms  on 
which  this  work  is  published — by  referring  to  No.  I, 
page  2,  it  will  be  found  that  when  the  twenty  sixth 
number  was  received,  a payment  of  $5  was  due — to 
be  settled  for  annually  thereafter.  This  is  th e fortieth 
number,  and  the  fact  is  as  above  stated. 

In  most  parts  to  which  the  Register  is  sent  there 
are  agents  or  it,  who  have  been  furnished  with  the 
several  bills  due  in  their  respective  neighborhoods. 
If  this  medium  does  not  present  itself,  the  mail  is  an 
eligible  and  safe  conveyance,  and  can  always  be  re- 
sorted to.  We  feel  hurt  in  being  compelled  to  record 
these  things  in  the  Register  ; but  our  interest  is  as 
deeply  involved  in  this  matter  as  it  is  owe  principle 
to  add  to  the  re  peccability  of  the  work.  Those 
who  have  promptly  complied  with  our  littledemands, 
as  well  as  those  who  ( through  inattention ) have  ne- 
glected to  doso,  consideringtheir  individual  dues  of 
no  importance,  will  equally  regret  the  necessity  of 
this  call. 

The  few  copies  of  the  first  volume':  yet  remaining 
will  not  be  disposed  of  to  any  but  those  who  sub- 
scribe, at  least,  for  the  current  year.  Nor  be 
delivered  but  on  the  payment  of  five  dollars. 

To  the  friends  of  the  Register  it  will  give  plea- 
sure to  learn,  that  its  subscribers  are  yet  augmented 
daily. 
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(Laid  before  congress  on  Monday, 1st  of June— concluded front  p.  238 
Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
London,  January  14,  1812 

“ I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  letters 
of  the  27th  of  November  last. 

“ It  would  have  afforded  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to  have  been 
able  to  communicate  to  you,  by  the  return  of  the  Hornet,  the  re- 
vocation of  the  orders  in  council : hitherto,  however,  there  has 
been  exhibited  here  no  disposition  to  repeal  them.” 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
London, January  14,  1812. 

SIR,— I lament  that  it  is  not  in  ray  power  to  announce  to  you. 
by  the  return  of  Mr.  Tayloe,  the  adoption  of  a system  here  towards 
the  United  States,  more  just  and  reasonable  than  that  of  which 
we  now  complain.  No  intimation  has  been  given  to  me  of  an  in- 
tention to  abandon  the  offending  orders  in  council.  I have  not, 
hitherto,  made  any  representation  in  regard  to  these  orders,  and  it 
they  are  to  be  persisted  in,  as  Mr.  Foster  declares,  not  only  until 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  be  entirely  abrogated,  but  until  we 
compel  the  French  government  to  admit  us  in  France  with  the 
manufactures  and  produce  of  Great  Britain  and  Iter  colonies,  it 
must  be  useless  to  say  any  thing  upon  the  subject.  The  revolting 
extravagance  of  these  pretensions  is  too  manifest  to  be  subject  of 
argument,  and  the  very  attempt  to  reason  them  down  would  ad' 
nrit  that  they  are  not  too  absurd  for  refutation. 

Should  Mr.  Barlow  furnish  me  with  any  new  evidence  of  the 
discontinuance  of  the  French  edicts,  so  far  as  they  were  in  deroga- 
tion of  our  rights.  I shall  present  it  to  this  government,  and  once 
more  (however  unnecessary  it  may  appear)  afford  it  an  opportu- 
nity of  revoking  its  orders,  which*  cai»  no  longer  be  pretended  to 
Vest  on  our  acquiescence  in  the  decrees  of  its  enemy,  from  the  un- 
righteous operation  of  w hich  we  are  specially  exempted. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSELL. 

Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  January  22,  1812. 

' SIR,— Yesterday  I understood  the  case  of  the  Female,  one  of  the 
Vessels  captured  under  the  orders  in  council,  came  to  trial  before  sir 
William  Scott.  He  rejected  a motion  fortime  to  produce  evidence  of 
the  revocation  of  theBerlin  andMilan  decrees  in  relation  to  theUnitcd 
Scutes,  and  suggested  that  there  would  be  a question  of  law,  if  such 
revocation,  when  shewn,  would  be  considered  by  the  Britisli  go- 
vernment as  sufficient  to  require  the  repeal  of  the  orders  i:i  eoun 
cil.  At  any  rate,  that  he  was  bound  to  consider  these 
in  force  until  their  repeal  should  be  notified  to  him 


Although  the  proof  of  the  revocation  of  the  FreiHi  decrees 
contained  m the  letter  of  Mr.  Barlow,  is,  when  taken  by  itself  of 
no  very  conclusive  character,  yet  it  ought,  when  connected  with 
that  previously  exhibited  to  this  government,  to  he  admitted  as 
satisfactorily  establishing  that  revocation  ; and  in  this  view  I have 
thought  it  to  be  my  duty  to  present  it  here. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  jona.  RUSSELL* 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Russell's  of  February  citb.  1812.] 

Mr.  Russell  to  the  Marquis  Wellesley. 

,rv  -r  . , London, tith  February,  1812. 

MY  LORD,— I have  the  honor  herewith  to  hand  to  - our  lord- 
ship,  a copy  ol  a letter  addressed  to  me,  on  Urn.  29 th  of  last  month 
by  Mr.  Barlow,  the  American  minister  at  Paris.  ’ 

I have  felt  some  hesitation  in  communicating  this  letter  to  your 
lordship  lest  my  motive  might  be  mistaken,  and  an  obligation  an- 
pear  to  be  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  furnish 
more  evidence  of  the  revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
taan  has  already  been  furnished,  or  than  has  been  licet  ssary  to  their 
own  conviction.  I trust,  however,  that  my  conduct  on  this  oc- 
casion  will  be  ascrib;  d alone  to  an  earnest  desire  to  pre  vent  the  evils 
which  a continued  diversity  of  opinion  on  this  subject,  might,  un- 
happily, produce.  b ’ 

I he  case  of  the  Acastus,  necessarily  implies  that  American  ves- 
sels, captured  by  the  cruisers  of  France,  are  adjudged  By  the  French 
navigation  laws  only,  and  that  the  Berlin  andMilan  [decrees]  make 
no  pait  of  these  laws,  theAcastiis  bung  acquitted,  notwithstand- 
war thC  filCl  °*  lei  ,UVillg:  beC11  boartled  by  an  English  vessel  of 

’p’  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Barlow,  that  since  his  residence 
lift  ii-f1  b?en  no  i:i)tance  of  a vessel,  under  either 
p e , 1,1,1  or  Milan  decrees,  being  detained  or  molested  bv  the 
Jwil'p  o government,  I beg  leave  to  add  that  previous  to  his  resi- 
dence, and  subsequent  to  the  first  of  November  18  IQ*,  these  decrees 
dm'united States^  vio,ation  of  t,le  neutral  or  national. rights  of 

n,l!^ht  have.  oriS™a,,y  Been  entertained  of  the 
emetent  nature  ot  the  revocation  of  those  decrees,  on  account  of 
Uie  iorm  in  which  that  measure  was  announced,  those  doubts 
y 1!0'v  to  yield  to  tlie  uniform  experience  of  fifteen 
months,  durnig  w hich  penou  not  a single  fact  has  occurred  to  jus. 


The  Female  w as  condemned. 

I have  the  honor,  See.  See. 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSELL* 

Hon.  James  Monroe , &c. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
London,  January  25,  1812. 

“ Since  I had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  14th  inst.  by  the 
Hornet,  I have  received  no  communication,  either  from  Washing- 
ton or  Paris. 

11  Tlie  Hornet  did  not  leave  Cdwes  until  the  18th,  owing,  I pre- 
sume to  the  indisposition  of  the  captain,  whom  I understand  to 
have  been  very  ill.  I dismissed  Mr.  Tayloe  here  oil  tlie  14th.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 

London,  February  3.  18127 

“ Since  I Jiad  tin?  honor  to  address  you,  on  the  £th  ultimo,  I have 
received  your  communications  of  the  2Cth  December,  through  the 
good  offices  of  Mr.  Foster. 

“ While  I lament  the  necessity,  as  I most  sincerely  do,  of  the 
course  indicated  by  the  proceedings  of  congress  3 yet  it  is  gratify- 
ing to  learn  that  it  will  he  pursued  with  vigor  and  unanimity.— , 
I am  persuaded  that  this  government  has  presumed  much  on  our 
weakness  and  divisions,  and  that  it  continues  to  believe  that  We  have 
not  energy  and  union  enough  to  make  efficient  war. 

" I have  this  moment  learnt  that  tlie  Hornet  has  returned  from 
Cherbourg  to  Cowes,  and  I understand  by  a letter  from,  the  consul 
there,  that  there  is  a Mr.  Porter  on  hoard  with  despatches  from 
Mr.  Barlow  lor  this  legation  ; but  he  has  not.  yet  made  his  appear 
ance  here.  I am  obliged  to  close  this  letter  without  waiting  for 
him,  as  1 understand  the  next  post  may  not  arrive  at  Liverpool  ii 
se  ason  for  the  Orbit.”  f 

Copy  ofa  letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  date:1 

CTry  T x , . L'orulon,  9t/i  February  1812.  1 

SIR— I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  enclosed,  a copy  ofa 
letter,  dated  20th  ult.  from  Mr.  Barlow,  andacopv  of  the  note  in  I 
w ach  I, yesterday  aoiuuiunicated  that  letter  to  the  -'arnu:s  W 
Itssley.  * 1 “ 1 

VOL.  II. 


na.il^  LUUUAllXi  ill  All  I ItS  ST3 

cords  with  what  occurred  during  my  residence  at  Paris,  because 
orders  m eoun-  such  admission  is  evidence  only  of  tlie  cessation  of  the  municipal 
icse  orders  to  he  | operation  of  the  decrees  in  relation  to  the  United  States  of 
im  by  this  go-  which  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  the  British  government  ’ re- 


quires an  account. 


I cannot  forbear  to  persuade  myself  that  the  proof  now  added 
to  the  mass  winch  w as  already  before  your  lordship,  will  saiS-fac- 
torily  establish,  in  the  judgment  of  his  Britannic  majesty's  go- 
vernment, the  revocation  of  the  decrees  in  question,  and  lead*»o 
such  a repeal  of  the  orders  in  council  in  regard  to  the  United 
States,  as  w ill  restore  the  friendly  relations  and  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries. 

I liave  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

-(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSELL. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Russell's  of  February  Qt\  1312.] 

Mr.  Barlow  to  Mr.  Russell. 

Paris,  29tfi  Javhiirt/  ISJ?, 

SIR— The  ship  Acastus,  captain  Cottle,  from  Norfolk  bourn!  to 
Tonningen,  with  tobacco,  had  been  bearded  bv  an  English  fri- 
gate and  was  taken  hy  a French  privateer  ami  "brought  into  Fe- 
camp fi>r  tlie  xiict  of  having  been  so  boarded.  This  w as  in  Novem- 
ber last.  On  the  second  of  December  I stated  the  facts  to  the  duke 
of  Bassano  ; and  in  a fi-w  days  alter,  the  ship  and  carvo  w ere  or- 
dered by  the  emperor  to  he  restored  to  the  owners  on  con'Ftio’* 
that  she  had  not  violated  the  French  navigation  laws,  which  lat- 
ter question  was  sent  10  the  council  of  priz  s to  determine.  The 
council  determined  that  no  such  vioJifiou  bad  taken  place,  and  liie 
ship  and  cargo  were  definitively  restored  to  captain  Cottle,  * 

To  the  above  fact,  I can  add  that  since  my  resich-uue  litre,  seve- 
ral American  vessels  an<l  cargo,  s have  arrived  and  been  gdn  ittPfi 
in  the  ports  of  France,  after  having  touched  in  Englaml. 
lhet  lieiup  declared  ; and  therein  no  instance  within  ihatp,  ried,  of 
a vessel  m either  01  the  cases  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree  s be- 
ing detained  or  molested  by  the  1 reneh  government. 

I have  rhe  honor  to  be,  See. 

(Signed)  J.  BARLOW- 

Mr.  Russell  to  TMr.  Monroe. 

London,  2 1st  February,  1312. 

I SIR,— I regret  that  in  announcing  to  you  the  cessation  of  the 
i restrictions  00  the  r<-g-  ucv  e,  I e'ciiiot,  a’  tbc  .-’.imetinie  00 

Ii  ' ‘ • ' " ' 
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prist  you  cf  the  adoption  of  a more  just  and  enlightened  policy 
m favor  of  the  United  States  than  has  hitherto  prevailed.  I 

The  partial  changes'  in  the  ministry  will  probably  produce  mil 
change  of  its  character,  or  lead  to  an  abandonment  ol  the  exist-) 
ing  sjstvra  insvlatioii  to  vs. 

1 have  die  honor  to  In-.  See. 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSELL. 

The  /ton.  James  Monroe,  secretary  of  state  of  V.  S. 

Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London, 224  February , IT- 12. 

SHI,- 1 have  the  honor  to  hand  you  enclosed,  a copy  ol'  a letter  to 
of  me, from  the  earl  ol  I. ivevpocl, relating  to  a person  by  the  name 
Bowman,  said  to  be  a British subject,  a; id  forcibly  detained  onboard 
the  United  Suites'  ship  Hornet,  together  with  copies  of  the  depo- 
sition of  Elizabeth  Eleanor  Cowman,  which  accompanied  it,  and 
of  my  reply. 

I have  die  honor  to  be,  Stc. 

(Signed)  JONA.  RUSSELL. 

The  /ton.  James  Monroe,  ire.  ire. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  to  Mr.  Russell. , 

Foreign  Office,  20th  February,  1812. 

SIR,— I hare  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  copy  of  an  affida- 
vit, sw  orn  at  Portsmouth,  by  Eliza! nth  Eleanor  Bowman,  stating 
hersrlf  to  be  the  wife  of  William  Bowman,  one  of  his  majesty’s 
subjects,  now  detained  against  his  will  on  board  the  United  States’ 
sloop  Hornet,  at  present  in  Cowes’ road. 

You  cannot  but  beaware  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  putting  the 
facts,  alleged  in  this  document,  into  an  immediate  train  of  inves- 
tigation ; and  1 am  to  request  that  you  will  communicate  without 
loss  of  time,  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Hornet,  in  order 
that  he  may  afford  you  all  the  information  in  his  power,  and  that 
the  vessel  may  not  put  to  sea  before  the  result  of  the  enquiry  shall 
be  ascertained,  in  a,  manner  satisfactory  to  yourself  and  to  this  go- 
vernment. 

You  must  likewise  be  aware,  that  this  government  lias  no  power 
to  prevent  the  issuing  of  a w rit  of  habeas  corpus  by  the  friends  of 
Bowman  ; and  that,  in  that  ease, it  would  be  impossible  to  impede 
or  delay  its  execution,  and  the  consequent  Removal  of  this  ques- 
tion out  of  the  hands  of  the  two  governments,  into  4-lmse  of  the  le- 
gal ibree  and  authorities  of  this  country. 

Anxious  to  prevent  any  such  proceeding,  the  inconveniences  of 
which,  even  if  they  did  not  involve  the  possibility  of  a forcible  ex- 
ecution of  the  legal  process,  might  yet  be  considerable,  I request 
your  immediate  attention  to  this  communication,  and  I confidently 
Lope  that  you  will,  by  affording  the  means  of  an  amicable  investi- 
gation, supercede  the  necessity,  in  which  the  friends  of  Bowman 
may  otherwise  feel  themselves,  of  taking  the  course  to  which  I 
have  before  alluded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  LIVERPOOL. 

Borough  of  Portsmouth,  in  the') 
county  uf  Southampton.  ) 

Elizabeth  Eleanor  Bowman,  of  Kingston,  near  Porfsmbuth,  in  the 
said  comity,  maketh  oath,  that  she  was  married  to  William  Bow- 
man, late  of  Portsmouth,  shipwright,  about  six  years  ago  ; that  he 
was  employed  in  the  dock-yard  there,  which  he  quitted  about  three 
years  ago,  and  sailed  from  hence  in  the  Edw  ard  Fork,'  a transport, ! 
which  was  w recked  on  the  island  of  Cuba.  That  she  was  inform- j 
ed  by  her  husband  that  he  got  from  Cuba  to  New-York,  in  an  Arne- ! 
ricau  ship,  mid  about  the  fourth  of  June  last,  having  got  in  liquor,! 
he  found  himself  iu  the  American  rendezvous  there,  and  that  lie! 
was  compelled,  against  his  inclination,  to  go  on  board  the  Hornet,! 
an  American  sloop  of  w ar,  being  conducted  on  board  her  by  a file 
of  soldiers  that  the  Hornet  haring  arrived  lately  at  Cowles, she  re- 
cei  red  a letter  from  her  husband,  requesting  her  to  come  on  hoard 
to  see  him  ; that  she  accordingly  went  on  board  her,  but  Avas  kept 
alongside  the  sloop  about  half  an  hour  before  the  officer  would 
admit  her  on  board  ; that  the  permission  to  remain  on  board  w as 
for  ls« if  an  hour,  but  tiie  officers  would  not  afterwards  .permit  .her 
to  quit  the  ship  until  the  following  Friday.-— -That  her  husband 
told  her  that  the  officer  threatened  to  •ptmisli  him  for  having  in- 
formed her  where  he  v/ns  ; and  he  also  told  her  there  were  a great 
n*my  English  bn  board,  several  of  whom  would  be  glad  to  quit 
her  ; also,' that  some  men  on  board  much  wished  her  away  from 
this  country  buf  that  she  does  not  know  tin.  names  of  any  of  the 
parties.  That  the  said  William  Bow  mar.,  who  passed  on  board  the 
Hornet  by  the  name  of  William  Ei!;y,t/»o\v  detained  on  hoard 
hi  r against  his- will,  and  is  very  anxious  to  quit  the  American  sloop 
Hornet,,  audio  return  to  his  native  country. 

Tnemurkof 

X 

ELIZH.  E.  BOWMAN. 

Sworn  at  Portsmouth,  in  the  said  county,  on  cU  25th  davof  Jan- 
nary,.  1812,  before  me  .*  the  same  having  been  first  read,' and  she 
having  set  her  mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

(Signed)  “ E.  H.  AMANI), 

Gns  of  his  majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Southampton, 


Mr.  Russell  to  the  Eavl  of  Liverpool, 

London,  2Ls(  February.  im, 

MY  LORD. — I have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the 
United  States’  sloop  Hornet  left  Cow  es  on  the  33th  of  tin's  month. 
Tlie statement  of  itiis  fret,  does  away,  I presume, the  necessity  of 
a more  particular  relply  to  your  lordship's  imA  of  yesterday,  eon- 
ceriuiig  vfi i ham  Bow  man,  a st-aiuan  on  board  that  ship, 
i have  the  honor,  free.  &c. 


(.Signed) 

The  most  nolle  the  Earl  of  Liverpool 


JONA.  RUSSELL. 


Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe.datwi 

London,  March  4th,  18 12. 

“ Many  American  vessels  which  had  for  a considerable  time  been 
wind-bound  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  were  at  length  released 
on  the  29th  ultimo,  by  an  easterly  w ind,  and  took  their  d-.parture 
tor  the  United  States.  By  some  of  those  vessels,  particularly  ‘the 
Friends,’  you  will  have  received  many  letters  from  me;  and  you 
will  have  learnt,  as  nearly  as  it  was  in  my  power  to  inform  you, 
what  in  your  letter  of  the  18th  of  January  you  desire  to  know — 
namely,  “the  precise  situation  of  our  affairs  with  England.’.’ 

“ Since  my  letters  of  tile  19th  and  22d  ultimo,  w hich,  I trust, 
will  have  extinguished  all  expectation  of  any  change  here, 
the  motion  of  lord  Lansdowne,  on  the  23th  of  February,  and 
that  of  Mr.  Brougham,  yesterday,  have  been  severally  A bated 
in  the  respective  houses  of  parliament.  I attended  the  dis- 
cussions on  both,  and  if  any  thing  was  wanting  to  prove  the  i>«- 
flexiblc  determination  of  the  present  ministry  to  persevere  in  the 
orders  in  council  w ithout  modification  or  lelaxat  ion,  the  declara- 
tions of  the  leading  members  of  administration  on  these  occa- 
sions, must  place  it  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt.  Iu  both 
houses  these  leaders  express  a disposition  to  forbear  to  canvass, 
in  th^- present  state  of  our  relations,  the  conduct  of  the  United 
States  towards  England,  as  it  could  not  be  done  without  reproach- 
ing her  in  a manner  to  increase  the  actual  irritation,  ai.d  to  do 
away  what  lord  Bathurst  stated  to  be  the  fccUc  hopes  of  preventing 
war. 

“In  the  house  of  commons,  Mr.  Rose  virtually  confessed  that 
the  orders  in  council  were  maintained  to  promote  the  trade  of 
England  at  the  expense  of  neutrals,  and  as  a measure  of  commer- 
cial rivalry  with  the  United  States.  When  Mr.  Canning  inveigh- 
ed against  this  new  (he  must  have  meant  newly  acknow  ledged) 
ground  of  defending  these  orders,  and  contended  that  they  could 
he  justified  only  on  the  principle  of  retaliation,  on  which  they 
were  avowedly  instituted,  and  that,  they  were  intended  to  produce 
the  effects  of  an  actual  blockade,  and  liable  to  all  the  incidents  of 
such  blockade— that  is,  that  they  w ere  meant  only  to  distress  the 
enemy— anti  that  Great  Britain  had  no  right  to  defeat  this  opera- 
tion by  an  intercourse  with  that  enemy  which  she  denied  to  neu- 
trals, Mr.Pereiva!  replied,  “ that  the  orders  were  still  supported 
on  the  principle  of  retaliation,  but  that  this  very  principle  involv- 
ed the  license  trade  ; for  as  France,  by  her  decrees,  had  said  that, 
no  nation  should  trade  with  her  which  Haded  with  England 
England  retorted,  that  no  country  should  trade  with  France  but 
through  England.  He- asserted,  that  not  even  the  partial,  nor  e'  en 
the  total  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  as  they  related  to 
America,  or  to  any  other  nation,  or  all  other  nations,  could  form 
any  claim  on  the  British  government,  while  the  continental  sys- 
tem, so  called,  continued  in  operation,  He  denied  that  this  system 
or,  any  part  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  w ere  merely  muni- 
cipal.^ They  had  not  been  adopted  in  -time  of  peace  with  a view  to 
internal  regulation,  but  in  a time  of  w av  with  a hostile'  purpose 
towards  England.  Every  clause  and  particle  of  them  were  to  be 
considered  of  a nature  entirely  belligerent,  and  as  such  requiring- 
resistance,  and  authorising  retaliation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain'. 
It  was  idle  anal  absurd  to  suppose  that  Great  Britain  was  bound,  in 
acting  on  the  principle  of  retaliation  in  these  times,  to  return  ex- 
actly, and  in  form,  like  for  like,  and  to  choose  the  object  and  fash- 
ion, the  mode  of  executing  it,  precisely  by  the  measures  of  the  en- 
emy. Iti  adopting  these  measures,  France  had  broken  through 
all  the  restraints  imposed  by  the  law  s of  nations,  and  trodden  un- 
der foot  the  great  conventional  code  received  by  the  civilized  world 
as  prescribing  rules  for  its  conduct  in  war  as  well  as  in  peace.— In 
this  state  of  tilings,  England  was  not  bound  any  longer  to  shackle  her- 
self with  this  code,  andby  so  doing  become  the  unresisting  victim  of 
the  violence  of  her  enemy, but  she  was  herself  released  from  the  laws 
of  nations  and  left  at  liberty  to  resort  any  means  within  her  pow  er 
to  injure  and  distress  that  enemy  and  to  bring  it  to  an  observance 
of  the  j us  gentium,  which  it  had  so  egregious  iv  and  wantonly  vio- 
lated. Nor  was  England  to  be  restricted  any  'more  in  the  extent 
than  in  the  form  of  retaliation  : but  she  had  a right,  both  as  to  the 
quantity  and  manner,' to  inflict  upon  the  enemy,  all  the  evil  in  her 
power,  until  this  enemy  should  retrace  its  steps,  and  renounce,  not 
only  verbally,  hut  practically,  its  decrees,  its  continental  system, 
and  every  oilier  of  its  belligerent  measures  incompatible  w ith  the 
old  acknow  ledged  laws  of  nations.  Whatever  neutrals  might  suf- 
fer from  the  retaliatory  measures  of  England,  was  purely  incident- 
al, and  as  no  injustice  was  intended  to  them,  they  had  a right  to 
complain  of  none.  And  he  rejoiced  to  observe  that  no  charge  of 
such  injustice  had  that  night  been  brought  forw  ard  in  the  lions". 
As  England  was  contending  for  (he  defence  of  her  maritime  rights 
and  for  the  preservation  of  her  national  existence,  which  essen- 
tially depended  on  the  maintenance  of  those  right*,  rhe  could  not 
j he  expected,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  great  and  primary  interest, 
j to  arrest  or  vary  her  course  to  listen  to  the  pretensions  of  neutral 
nations,  or  to  removefhe  evils,  however  they  - might  be' regretted, 
which  the  imperious  policy  of  the  times  indirectly  and  uninten- 
tionally extended  to  them. 

“ As' the  newspapers  of  this  morning  give  Irit  a very  imperfect 
report  of  this  speech  of  Mf.Percival,  I liave  thought  n to  be  my 
duty  to  present  j ou  with  a more  particular1  account  of  the  doctrines 
which  were  maintained  in  it,  and  which  so  vitally  affect  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  United  States. 

“ I ho’ longer  entertain  a hope  that  we  can  honorably  avoid 
war.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Miv  -Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

London, 20th  March,  l'8i'2. 

“ I had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  4th  instant,  giving  a brie^ 
account  of  the  debate  in  the  house  of  commons  on  the  preceding 
evening ; since  then  no  change  iu  relation  to  us  Las*  taken  place 
here.” 
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Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary -of  State. 

London,  28 th  March , 1812. 

“ Since  I had  the  honor  to  address  j on  a few  days  since,  nothing 
has  occurred  here  to  induce  a hope  of  any  change  in  our  favor.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

London,  9th  April,  1812. 

“ Since  my  last  respects  to  you,  nothing  of  importance  to  us  has 
Occurred  here.” 

State  Papers. 

(Laid  before  Congress  on  Friday  the  5thinst.) 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

I transmit  for  the  information  of  congress,  co 
pies  of  a correspondence  of  the  minister  plenipoten 
tiary  of  Great  Britain,  with  the  secretary  of  state. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

June  Mi,  1812. 

DIR.  FOSTER  TO  DIR.  DIONROE. 

Washington,  May  30, 1812. 

Sir — Notwithstanding  the  discouraging  nature 
Of  the  conversation  which  I had  the  honor  to  have 
with  you  a few  da}'s  since  at  your  office,  and  the  cir- 
cumstance of  your  continued  silence  in  regard  to 
two  letters  from  me  furnishing  additional  proof  oi 
the  existence  of  the  French  decrees,  nevertheless 
there  does  lnovv  appear  such  clear  and  convincing 
evidence  in  the  report  of  the  duke  of  Bassano,  dated 
the  10th  of  March  of  the  present  year,  of  those  de- 
crees having  not  only  never  been  rescinded,  but  of 
thair  being  recently  extended  and  aggravated  in  the 
re-publication  of  them  contained  sn  that  instru- 
ment, that  I cannot  but  imagine  it  will  seem  most 
important  to  the  president  that  it  should  be  com- 
municated to  congress  without  delay,  in  the  pre 
sent  interesting  crisis  of  their  deliberations,  and 
thereto  e hasten  to  fulfill  the  instructions  of  my  go- 
vernment in  laying  before  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  the  enclosed  Moniteur  of  the  16th  ol 
last  March,  in  which  is  contained  that  report  as  it 
was  made  to  the  ruler  of  France  and  communicated 
to  the  conservative  senate. 

This  report  confirms,  if  any  thing  were  wanting 
to  confirm,  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner,  the 
repeated  assertions  of  Great  Britain  that  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  have  never  been  revoked,  how 
ever  some  partial  and  insidious  relaxations  o them 
may  have  been  in  a few  instances  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  America  to  adopt  a system  benefi- 
cial to  France  and  injurious  to  Great  ^Britain,  while 
the  conditions  on  which  alone  it  has  been  declared 
that  those  decrees  will  ever  be  revoked  are  here  ex- 
plained and  amplified  in  a manner  to  leave  us  no 
hope  of  Bonaparte  having  any  disposition  to  re- 
nounce the  system  of  injustice  which  he  has  pursu 
ed  so  »s  to  make  it  possible  for  Great  Britain  to 
give  up  the  defensive  measures  she  has-been  oblig- 
ed to  resoitto. 

I need  not  remind  you,  sir,  how  often  it  has  in 
vain  been  urged  by  Great  Britain  that  a copy  of  the 
instrument  should  be  produced  by  which  the  de- 
crees of  Bonaparte  were  said  to  be  repealed,  and 
how  much  it  has  been  desired  that  America  should 
explicitly  state  that  she  did  not  adopt  the  conditions 
on  which  the  repeal  was  offered. 

It  is  now  manifest  that  there  was  never  more  than 
a conditional  offer  of  repeal  made  bv  France  which 
we  had  a right  to  complain  that  America  should 
have  asked  us  to  recognize  as  absolute,  and  which  if 
accepted  in  its  extent  by  America,  would  only  have 
formed  fresh  matter  of  complaint  and  a new  ground 
for  declining  her  demands. 

America  must  feel  thti't  it  is  impossible  for  Great 
Britain  to  rescind  hdr  orders  in  council,  whilst  the 


French  decrees  are  officially  declared  to  remain  in 
force  against  all  nations  not  subscribing  to  the  new 
maritime  code  promulgated  in  those  decrees,  and 
also  without  something  more  explicit  on  the  part  of 
America  with  regard  to  her  understanding  as  to  the 
conditions  annexed  by  Fi  ance  to  the  repeal  of  iviu-e 
decrees.  For,  after  what  has  passed,  unless  a ini! 
and  satisfactory  explanation  be  made  on  both  th**se 
points,  Great  Britain  cannot  relinquish  her  retalia- 
tory system  against  France,  without  implying  her 
consent  to  the  admissibility  of  the  conditions  in 
question. 

These  observations  will,  I am  sure,  appear  suffi 
ciently  obvious  to  you,  sir,  on  perusing  the  inclos- 
ed paper. 

It  will  be  at  once  acknowledged  that  this  paper 
is  a re-publication  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, 
in  a more  aggravated  form,  accompanied  as  it  is  with 
an  extension  of  all  the  obnoxious  doctrines  which 
attend  those  decrees,  inflamed  by  a declaration  that 
Bonaparte  has  annexed  to  France  every  independ- 
ent state  in  his  neighborhood  which  had  eluded 
them  ; and  that  he  was  proceeding  against  ali  other 
maritime  ports  of  Europe  on  the  pretence  that  his 
system  could  not  be  permanent  and  complete,  so 
long  as  they  retained  their  liberty  with  regard  to 
it. 

The  outrageous  principle  here  avowed,  connects 
itself  obviously  with  the  proposition  toomuch  coun- 
tenanced by  America,  that  the  continental  system 
of  Bonaparte,  as  far  as  it  operates  to  the  confisca- 
tion of  neutral  property  on  shore,  on  the  ground  of 
such  property  being  Biitish  produce  or  manufac- 
ture, is  a mere  municipal  regulation  which  neutral 
or  belligerent  nations  have  no  light  to  resent,  be 
cause  it  does  not  violate  any  principle  of  the  law  of 
nations.  It  is  unnecessary  to  recur  to  the  various 
arguments  by  which  it  has  been  shewn  that  this 
system  does  not  partake  of  the  character  of  muni- 
cipal regulation,  which  neutral  or  belligerent  nations 
have  no  right  to  resent,  because  it  does  not  violate 
any  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  ; but  that  it  is  a 
mere  war  measure,  directed  with  the  most  hostile 
spirit  against  Great  Britain  ; and  in  order  to  extend 
this  system  on  the  principal  of  municipal  regulation, 
all  the  rights  of  independent  neutral  nations  are  to 
be  violated,  their  teriitories  to  be  seized  without 
any  other  cause  of  war  whatever,  but  that  they  may 
be  incorporated  with  the  French  nation,  and  thence 
becoming  subject  to  her  rights  of  dominion,  re- 
ceivc  the  continental  system  as  a municipal  regula- 
tion of  France,  and  thus  the  mere  possibility  of  non- 
compliance  with  the  whole  of  the  system  is  made 
the  ground  for  the  occupation  or  invasion,  the  in- 
corporation or  extension  of  every  state  where  the 
French  arms  can  reach. 

Great  Britain  cannot  believe  that  America  will 
not  feel  a just  indignation  at  the  full  developement  of 
such  a system — a system  which  indeed  Bonaparte 
has  partially  opened  before,  and  has  in  the  instances 
of  the  Hanseatic  towns, of  Portugal  ami  other  coun- 
tries, carried  into  complete  execution,  bat  which 
he  has  never  completely  unfolded  in  all  its  extent 
until  the  present  moment ; and  in  what  an  insuit- 
ingand  preposterous  shape  does  he  now  attempt  to 
bring  forward  and  promulgate  this  code  which  ha 
is  to  force  upon  a!!  nations  ? He  assumes  thetre  ,ty 
of  Utr  echt  to  be  in  force,  and  to  be  a law  binding 
upon  all  nations  ; because  it  suits  his  convenience, 
at  this  moment  when  the  navy  of  France  is  driveu 
from  the  ocean  to  revive  the  doctr  ine  of i!  free  ships 
making  free  goods,”  he  lias  recourse  to  a treaty  no 
longer  in  force,  in  which  such  .a stipulation  exited 
— a treaty  which,,  by  his  own  express  re'usai  at 
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Amiens  to  renew  any  of  the  ancient  treaties,  • was 
not  then  revived  as  even  binding  on  Great  Britain 
and  b ranee,  between  whom  alone  as  parties  to  it, 
and  only  while  they  where  at  peace  with  each  other 
coald  it  ever  have  had  any  legal  effect  ; vet  even 
this  treaty  is  too  narrow  a basis  for  his  present  pre- 
tensions, since  he  cannot  find  in  it  his  rule  for  limit- 
ing maritime  blockades  to  fortresses  actually  invest- 
ed, besieged  and  likely  to  be  taken  ; no  provision 
of  any  description  having  been  made  in  that  treaty 
either  for  defining  or  regulating  blockades. 

Surely  at  such  an  instant,  America  will  not  urge 
Great  Britain  to  abandon  or  to  soften  any  precau 
t/onary,  any  retaliatory  rights  against  such  a power. 
The  British  government  not  only  feels  itself  impe 
riously  bound  to  defend  them,  as  they  respect  Great 
Britain,  with  all  vigor,  but  to  call  upon  every  na- 
tion to  resist  such  exorbitant  pretensions. 

If  Great  Britain,  at  such  a moment,  were  to  relax 
her  orders  in  council  against  France,  would  not  all 
other  nations  have  reason  to  complain  that  the 
common  cause  was  abandoned  ? 

America  must  feel  that  Bonaparte  is  not  acting, 
as  indeed  he  never  has  acted,  with  any  view  of  es- 
tablishing principles  of  real  freedom,  with  respect 
to  navigation  ; but  is  merely  endeavoring  to  cloak 
his  determination,  if  possible,  to  ruin  Great  Bri- 
tain by  novel  demands  and  rejected  theories  of  ma- 
ritime law ; and  America  must  see,  that  Bonaparte’s 
object  is  to  exclude  British  commerce  from  every 
coast  and  port  of  the  continent;  and  that  in  pursuit 
of  this  object,  trampling  on  the  rights  of  indepen 
dent  states,  he  insultingly  proclaims  his  determina- 
tion to  efteetit  by  direct  invasion  of  those  indepen- 
dent states,  which  he  as  insultingly  terms  a gauran- 
tec,  thus  making  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  term 
in  the  law  of  nations  synonimous  with  usurpation 
of  territory  and  extinction  of  independence.  Ame- 
rica must  see,  that  as  all  the  states  hitherto  in  his 
po  wer  have  been  seized  on  to  guarantee  his  system, 
he  is  now  proceeding  to  destroy  whatever  remains 
ol  independence  in  other  neutral  states,  to  make 
that  guarantee  complete.  From  his  want  of  power 
to  pass  the  Atlantic  with  his  armies  (a  want  of  pow- 
er for  which  the  United  States  are  indebted  to  the 
naval  superiority  of  Great  Britain,)  his  system  of  a 
guaranteeing  force  may  fail  as  to  America,  but  as 
he  cannot  hope  to  shut  American  ports  against 
Great  Britain  by  occupancy  and  invasion,  he  hopes 
to  effect  hi.-,  purpose  by  management  and  fraud,  and 
to  accomplish  that  by  insidious  relaxation  which  he 
cannot  accomplish  by  power. 

Great  Britain  he  feels  is  only  to  be  ruined  by  ex- 
cluding her  from  every  pprt  in  the  world;  he  hopes 
therefore  to  shut  every  port  in  Europe  by  force,  and 
every  port  in  America  bv  management ; he  pretends 
to  conciliate  America  by  applause  of  her  conduct, 
and  a partial  relaxation  of  his  system  in  her  favor. 
He  accompanies  the  promise  of  repealing  his  de- 
crees with  conditions,  which  he  trusts  America  will 
not  disavow,  and  which  he  knows  Great  Britain 
must  reject ; knowing  at  the  same  time  that  the  re- 
laxation of  his  decree  will  be  of  little  use  to  Ameri 
ca,  without  a corresponding  relaxation  by  Great 
Britain,  he  throws  every  obstacle  against  conces- 
sion to  America  by  Great  Britain,  making  her  per- 
severance in  her  retaliatory  system  more  than  ever 
essential  to  her  honor  and  existence,  And  surely 
it  will  not  escape  the  notice,  or  fail  to  excite  the  in 
dignation  of  the  American  government,  that  the 
ruler  of  France,  by  taking  the  new  ground 
now  assumed,  has  retracted  the  concession  which 
America  supposed  him  to  have  made.  He  has  in 
consistently  and  contemptuously  withdrawn  from 


her  the  ground  upon  which  she  has  taken  a he* til* 
attitude  against  Great  Britain,  since  the  repeal  of 
our  orders  in  council,  and  even  the  renunciation  of 
our  rights  of  blockade,  would  no  longer  suffice  to 
obtain  a repeal  of  the  Beilin  and  Milan  decrees. 

His  majesty’s  government  cannot  but  hope  that 
America, considering  all  the  extravagant  pretensions 
set  forth  by  the  ruler  of  France,  in  the  duke  of 
Bassano’s  report,  and  at  the  same  time  the  resolu- 
tion to  march  his  armies  into  all  states,  into  the  ports 
of  which  the  English  flag  is  admitted,  will  acknow- 
ledge, that  this  doctrine  and  resolution  constitute  a 
complete  annihilation  of  neutrality,  and  that  she  is 
hound  as  a neutral  state  to  disavow  and  resist  them. 
Every  state  that  acquiesces  in  this  report,  must  act  | 
upon  the  principle,  that  neutral  and  enemy  are  to 
be  considered  henceforward  as  the  same  in  the  lan-  i 
guage  of  the  French  law  of  nations,  and  Great 
Britain  has  a right  to  consider  that  every  nation 
who  refuses  to  admit  her  flag  upon  the  principle  as-  ’ 
sumed,  admits  and  recognises  the  doctrine  of  the  re- 
port. 

I will  not  now  trouble  you,  sir,  with  many  ol>-  i 
servations  relative  to  the  blockade  of  May  1S0G,  as  | 
the  legality  of  that  blockade,  assuming  the  blockad- 
ing force  to  have  been  sufficient  to  enforce  it,  has  " 
latterly  not  been  questioned  by  you. 

I will  merely  remark  that  it  was  impossible  Great  ’ll 
Britain  should  receive  otherwise  than  with  the  ut- 
most jealousy,  the  unexpected  demand  made  by  A- 
mericaforthe  repeal  of  the  blockade  as  well  as  of  the  ,..j 
orders  in  council,  when  it  appeared  to  be  made  j 
subsequent  to,  if  not  in  consequence  of,  one  of  the  ' 
conditions  in  Bonaparte’s  pretended  repeal  of  his  | 
decrees,  which  condition  was  our  renouncing  what  ^ 
be  calls  “our  new  principles  of  blockade;”  that  M 
the  demand  on  the  part  of  America  was  additional.  ''-1 
and  n^w,  is  sufficiently  proved  by  reference  to  the  | 
overture  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  as. well  as  from  the  terms  '| 
on  which  Mr.  Erskine  had  arranged  the  dispute.  | 
with  America  relative  to  the  orders  in  council,  in 
that  arrangement  nothing  was  brought  forward  J 
with  regard  to  this  blockade.  America  would  have  s 
been  contented  at  that  time  without  any  reference  i 
to  it.  It  certainly  is  not  more  a grievance  or  an  in-  1 
justice  now.  than  it  was  then.  Why  then  is  the  •?. 
renunciation  of  that  blockade  insisted  upon  now,  if  \ 
it  was  not  necessary  to  insist  upon  it  then?  It  is  | 
difficult  to  find  any  answer  but  by  reference  to  I 
subsequent  communications  between  Fiance  and  | 
America,  ana  a disposition  in  America  to  counte-  1 
nance  France  in  requiring  the  disavowal  of  this  J 
blockade  and  the  principles  upon  which  it  rested,  .] 
as  the  condition  sine  qua  non  of  the  repeal  of  the  ' .fl 
Berlin  and  Pdilan  decrees.  It  seems  to  have  be-  J 
come  an  object  with  America  only  because  it  was  • * 
prescribed  as  a condition  by  France. 

On  this  blockade  and  the  principles  and  rights  I 
upon  which  it  was  founded.’Bonaparte  appears  to  % 
rest  the  justification  of  all  his  measures  for  abolish- 
ing  neutrality,  and  for  the  invasion  of  every  state 
which  is  not  ready  with  him  to  wage  a war  of  ex-  | 
termination  against  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  'I 

America,  therefore,  no  doubt,  saw  the  necessity  1 
of  demanding  its  renunciation,  but  she  will  now  see  aj 
that  it  is  in  reality  vain  either  for  America  or  Great  Jj 
Britain  to  expect  an  actual  repeal  of  the  French  j| 
decrees  until  Great  Britain  renounces  : First,  the  9 
basis,  viz.  the  blockade  of  1809,  on  which  Bona  I 
parte  has  been  pleased  to  found  them;  next,  the  m 
right  of  retaliation  as  subsequently  acted  upon  in  I 
the  orders  in  council  ; further,  till  she  is  ready  to  J 
receive  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  interpreted  and  ap-  3 
plied  by  the  duke  of  Bassano’s  report,  as  the  uni 
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versa]  law  of  nations  ; and  finally,  till  she  abjures 
all  the  principles  of  maritime  law  which  support 
her  established  rights  now  more  than  ever  essential 
to  her  existence  as  a nation. 

Great  Britain  feels  confident  that  America  never 
can  maintain  or  ultimately  sanction  such  preten 
sions,  and  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent 
entertains  the  strongest  hope  that  this  last  proceed- 
ing of  France  will  strip  her  measures  of  every  rem 
nant  of  disguise,  and  that  America  in  justice  to 
what  she  owes  to  the  law  of  nations  and  to  her  own 
honor  as  a neutral  state,  will  instantly  withdraw 
her  countenance  from  the  outrageous  system  of  the 
French  government,  and  cease  to  support  by  hos 
tile  measures  against  British  commerce  the  enor 
inous  fabric  of  usurpation  and  tyranny,  which 
France  has  endeavoured  to  exhibit  to  the  world  as 
the  law  of  nations. 

America  cannot  now  contend  that  the  orders  in 
council  exceed  in  spirit  of  retaliation  what  is  de- 
manded by  the  decrees,  the  principles,  or  the  usur- 
pations of  Bonaparte.  The  United  States  govern 
mentmust  at  last  be  convinced  that  the  partial  re 
laxations  of  those  decrees  in  favor  oF  America  have 
been  insidiously  adopted  by  France  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  inducing  her  to  close  her  ports  against 
Great  Britain,  which  France  cannot  effect  herself 
by  force,  and  she  must  admit  that  if  Great  Britain 
were  now  to  repeal  her  orders  in  council  against 
Fiance,  it  would  be  gratuitously  allowing  to  France 
the  commerce  of  America  and  all  the  benefits  de 
rivable  from  her  flag  as  an  additional  instrument  for 
the  annoyance  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  at  a mo 
ment  when  every  state  is  threatened  with  destruc 
tion  or  really  destroyed  for  merely  supporting 
their  own  right  to  trade  with  Great  Britain. 

I am  commanded,  sir,  to  express  on  the  part  of 
his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  that  while 
his  royal  highness  entertains  the  most  sincere  de- 
sire to  conciliate  America,  he  yet  can  never  con 
cede  that  the  blockade  of  May  1806,  could  justly 
be  made  the  foundation,  as  it  avowedly  has  been,  for 
tire  decrees  of  Bonaparte;  and  further,  that  the 
British  government  must  ever  consider  the  princi- 
ples on  which  that  blockade  rested  (accompanied 
as  it  was,  by  an  adequate .blockaking  force)  to  have 
been  strictly  eonsonan  to  the  established  law  of  na- 
tions, and  a legitimate  instance  of  the  practice  which 
it  recognises. 

Secondly,  that  Great  Britain  must  continue  to 
reject  the  oth^r  spurious  doctr  ines  promulgated  by 
France  in  the  duke  of  Bassano’s  report,  as  binding 
upon  all  nations.  She  cannot  admit  as  a true  de- 
claration. of  public  law,  that  free  ships  make  free 
goods,  nor  the  c nverse  of  that  proposition,  that  ene- 
my’s ships  destroy  the  character  of  neutral  property 
in  the  cargo — she  cannot  consent  by  the  adoption  of 
such  a principle  to  deliver  absolutely  the  commerce 
of  France  from  the  pressure  of  the  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain,  and  by  the.abuse  of  the  neutral  flag 
to  allow  her  enemy  to  obtain,  without  the  expense 
of  sustaining  a navy,  for  the  trade  and  property  of 
French  subjects,  a degree  of  freedom  and  security 
which  even  the  commerce  of  her  own  subjects  can- 
not find  under  the  protection  of  the  British  navy. 

She  cannot  admit  as  a principle  of  public  law, 
that  a maritime  blockade  can  alone  be  legally  ap- 
plied to  fortresses  actually  invested  by  land  as  well 
as  by  sea,  wh:ch  is  the  plain  meaning  or  conse- 
quence of  the  duke  of  Bassano’s  definition. 

She  cannot  admit  as  a principle  of  public  law  that 
arms  and  military  stores  are  alone  contraband  oi 
war,  and  that  ship  timber  and  naval  stores  are  ex- 
cluded from  that  description.  Neither  can  she  ad 


mit  without  retaliation  that  the  mere  fact  of  com- 
mercial  intercourse  with  British  ports  and  subjects 
should  be  made  a crime  in  all  nations,  and  that  the 
armies  and  decrees  of  France  should  be  directed  to 
enforce  a principle  so  new  and  unheard  of  in  war. 

Great  Britain  feels  that  to  relinquish  her  juSt 
measures  of  self-defence  and  retaliation,  would  he  to 
surrender  the  best  means  of  her  own  preservation 
and  rights,  and  with  them  the  rights  of  other  na- 
tions, so  long  as  France  maintains  and  acts  upon 
such  principles. 

1 am  commanded  to  represent  to  the  government 
of  America,  that  G reat  Britain  feels  herself  entitled  to 
expect  tr  tkem  an  unreserved  and  candid  dis- 
claimer of  the  right  of  France  to  impose  on  her  and 
on  the  world  the  maritime  code  which  has  beenthus 
promulgated,  and  to  the  penalties  cf  which  Ameri- 
ca is  herself  declared  to  be  liable  if  she  fails  to  sub- 
mit herself  to  its  exactions;  America,  cannot,  for 
her  own  character,  any  longer  temporise  on  this 
subject,  or  delay  coming  to  a distinct  explanation 
with  France  as  well  as  with  Great  Britain,  if  she 
wishes  to  clear  herselffrom  the  imputation  of  being 
an  abettor  of  such  injustice. 

America,  as  the  case  now  stands,  has  not  a pre- 
tence for  claiming  from  Great  Britain  a repeal  of 
her  orders  in  council.  She  must  recollect  that  the 
British  government  never  for  a moment  counte- 
nanced the  idea  that  the  repeal  of  those  orders  could 
depend  upon  any  partial  or  conditional  repeal  of  the 
decrees  of  France.  What  she  always  avowed  was 
hc-r  readiness  to  rescind  her  orde  s in  council  as 
soon  as-  France  rescinded  absolutely  and  uncondi- 
tionally her  decrees.  She  could  not  enter  into  any 
other  engagement  without  the  grossest  injustice  to 
her  allies  as  well  as  the  neutral  nations  in  general, 
much  less  could  she  do  so  if  any  special  exception! 
was  to  be  granted  by  France  upon  conditions  ut- 
terly subversive  of  the  most  important  and  indisput- 
able maritime  rights  of  the  British  empire. 

America  has  now  a proceeding  forced  upon  her 
by  France,  on  which,  without  surrendering  any  of 
those  principles  which  she  may  deem  it  necessary 
for  her  own  honor  and  security  to  maintain,  she 
may  separate  herselffrom  the  violence  and  injustice 
of  the  enemy.  She  owes  not  only  to  herself  to  do 
so  ; but  she  is  entitled  to  resent  that  course  of  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  France  which  is  the  only  impe- 
diment to  her  obtaining  what  she  desires  at  the 
hands  of  Great  Britain,  namely,  the  repeal  of  the 
orders  in  council. 

I am  authorised  to  renew  to  the  American  go- 
vernment the  assurance  of  his  royal  highness’  anxi- 
ous desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  America  upon  this 
point,  whenever  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  willjusti 
fy  him  in  so  doing. 

Whilst  America  could  persuade  herself,  however 
erroneously,  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had 
been  actually  and  totally  repealed, and  that  the  exe- 
cution of  the  engagement  made  on  that  condit  on  by 
the  British  government  had  been  dechneds.be  might 
deem  it  justifiable  as  a consequence  of  such  a persua- 
sion, to  treat  the  interest  and  commerce  of  Franco 
with  preference  and  friendship,  and  those  of  Great 
Britain  with  hostility;  but  this  delusion  is' at  ait  end  ; 
America  now  finds  the  French  decrees  not-onr*  in 
full  force,  but  pointed  with  augmented  hostility 
against  G.  Britain.  Will  the  government  of  the  !:.  :*■. 
declare  thatthemeasure  now  takeu  by  1*’:  .nee  is  that 
repeal  of  the  obnoxious  decrees  winch  America  e>  - 
pected  would  lead  to  the  repeal  uf  toe  British  o i tic.  s 
in  council?  Will  the  American  government,  uaios 
upon  the  principle  of  denying  our  lv.uliatofy  ngut 
of  blockade,  under  any  imaginable  circumstance. 
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declare  that  there  is  at  this  moment  a ground  upon 
which  the  repeal  of  our  orders  in  council  can  be 
pressed  upon  us  ; or  that  the  repeal  could  now  be 
warranted  upon  any  other  ground  than  an  express 
abdication  of  the  right  itself,  which  America  well 
knows  whatever  may  he  our  desire  to  conciliate,  is 
a concession  which  the  British  government  cannot 
and  will  not  make. 

If  this  be  true,  for  what  purpose  can  she  perse- 
vere in  her  hostile,  attitude  towards  Great  Britain, 
and  her  friendly  ond  towards  France?  Do  the  Anie 
rican  government  really  wish  to  aid  France  in  her 
attempt  to  subjugate  Great  Britain  ? Does  America 
expect,  that  Great  Britain,  contending  against 
France,  will  at  the  instance  of  America  disarm  her- 
self, and  submit  to  the  mercy  of  the  opponent?  If 
both  these  questions  are  answered  in  the  negative, 
upon  what  ground  can  she  for  a moment  longer 
continue  the  hostile  measures  against  us  ? The 
American  non-intercourse  act  was  framed  upon  the 
express  principle  of  continuing  in  force  against  the 
power,  whether  France  or  Great  Britain,  that 
should  refuse  to  repeal  its  respective  laws,  of  which 
America  thought  herself  entitled  to  complain;  but 
the  repeal  contemplated  by  that  act  was  a bona  Jide 
repeal,  and  not  a repeal  upon  an  inadmissible  con 
dition,and  America  can  never  be  justified  in  conti 
no'mgto  resent  against  us  that  failure  of  relief  which 
i alone  attributable  to  the  insidious  policy  of  the 
enemy,  that  has  for  the  purpose  of  embarrassing  the 
discussions  interwoven  the  question  of  the  de 
crees  with  the  exaction  of  a relinquishment  of  a] 
most  the  whole  system  of  our  maritime  law. 

It  is  not  for  the  British  government  to  dictate 
to  that  of  America,  what  ought  to  be  the  measure 
of  her  just  indignation  against  the  ruler  of  France, 
for  having  originated  and  \ er  eve red  in  a system  • f 
lawless  violence,  to  the  subversion  of  neutral  rights, 
which  being  necessarily  retaliated  by  Great  Britain, 
has  exposed  America,  with  other  neutral  states,  to 
losses  which  the  British  government  has  never  ceas 
ed  most  sincerely  to  deplore  : America  must  judge 
for  herself,  how  mudh  the  original  injustice  of 
Fi  ance  towards  her  has  been  aggravated  by  the  frau- 
dulent professions  of  relinquishing  her  decrees  bv 
the  steps  adopted  to  mislead  America,  in  order  to 
embark  her  ip  measures  which  we  trust  she  never 
would  have  taken  if  she  could  have  foreseen  what 
has  now  happened;  and  ultimately  by  threatening 
America  with  her  vengeance,  as  a denationlized 
state,  if  she  does  not  submit  to  be  the  instrument  oi 
designs  against  Great  Britain. 

These  are  considerations  for  America  to  weigh  ; 
but  what  we  are  entitled.to  claim  at  her  hands  as  an 
act  not  less  of  policy  than  justice,  is  thatshe  should 
cease  to  treat  Great  Britain  as  an  enemy.  The 
prince  regent  does  not  desire  retrospect  when  the 
interests'  of  two  countries  so  naturally  connected 
by  innumerable  ties  are  concerned.  It  is  more  con 
sonant  to  his  royal  highness’  sentiments,  to  contri- 
bute to  the  restoration  of  harmony  and  friendly  in 
tercourse,than  to  enquire  why  it  has  been  interru  pted. 
Feeling  that  nothing  has  been  omitted  on  his  part 
to  relieve  America  from  the  inconveniences  to  which 
a novel  system  of  warfare  on  the  part  of  France  un- 
fortunately continues  to  expose  her  ; and  .that  the 
present  unfriendly  relations,  which  to  their  mutual 
prejjudjce; subsist  between  the  two  countr  ies,  have 
grown  out  of  a misconception  on  the  part  of  4 me 
rica  both  oi  the  conduct  and  purpose  of  France  : 
his  royal  highness  considers  himself  entitled  to  call 
upon  America  to  resume  her  relations  of  amity 
with  Great.  Britain.  In  doing  so  she  will  best  pro- 
. '•dc  for  the  interests  of  her  own  people  ; and  1 am 


authorised  to  assure  the  American  government, 
that  although  his  royal  highness,  acting  in  the  name’ 
and  on  the  behalfofhis  majesty,  can  nevjpr  suffer  the 
fundamental  maxims  ofthe  British  inonaVchy  in  mat- 
ters of  maritime  right,  as  consonant  to  the  recogniz- 
ed law  of  nations,  to  be  prejudiced  in  his  hands,  his 
royal  highness  will  be  ready  at  all  times  to  concert 
with  America,  as  to  their  exercise  ; and  so  to  regu- 
late their  application  as  to  combine,  as  far  as  may 
be,  the  interests  of  America  with  the  object  of  ef- 
fectually retaliating  upon  France  the  measure  of  her 
own  injustice. 

I will  now  terminate  this  letter  by  assuring  you, 
sir,  as  I can  with  perfect  truth,  that  the  most  cor- 
dial and  sincere  desire  animates  the  councils  of 
Great  Britain  to  conciliate  America,  as  far  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  principle  upon  whiqh  the 
preservation  of  the  power  and  independence  of  the 
British  monarchy  is  held  essentially  to  depend,  and 
which  cannot  be  abandoned  without  throwing  her 
helpless  and  disarmed  into  the  presence  of  her  ad- 
versary. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  &c. 

(Signed)  AUG,  J.  FOSTER. 

James- Monroe,  esq.  Secretary  of  State . 

(TRANSLATION.) 

Report  of  the  minister  of  foi-eign  relations  to  Ms  majesty  the  emperor 

and  icing,  communicated  to  the  conservative  senate,  in  the  sitting 

of  10 th  March,  1812. 

SlRE— The  maritime  rights  of  neutrals  have  heen  solemnly  re- 
gulated by  the  treaty  of  Utretcht,  which  has  become  the  common 
law  of  nations. 

This  law.  expressly  renewed  in  all  the  subsequent  treaties,  has 
consecrated  the  principle?  I am  about  to  expose. 

The  flag  covers  the  property.  Enemy’s  property  under  a neu- 
tral flag,  is  neutral ; as  neutral  property  under  an  enemy’s  flag,  is 
enemy’s  property.  The  only  articles -which  the  flag  does  not  cover, 
are  contraband  articles  ; and  the  only  articles  which  are  contraband, 
are  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

A visit  of  a neutral  vessel,  by  an  armed  vessel,  can  only  he  made 
by  a small  number  of  men,  the  armed  vessel  keeping  beyond  the 
reach  of  cannon-shot.  * 

Every  neutral  vessel  may  trade  from  an  enemy’s  port  to  an  ene- 
my’s port,  and  from  an  enemy’s  port  to  a neutral  port.  The  only 
ports  excepted,  are  those  really  blockaded  ; and  the  ports  really 
blockaded,  are  those  which  are  invested,  besieged,  ana  in  danger 
of  being  taken  (en  prevention  d’etre  pris.)  and  into,  which  a mer? 
chant  ship  could  not  enter  without  danger. 

Such  are  the  obligations  of  belligerent  nations  towards  neutral 
nations  : such  are  the  reciprocal  rights  of  both,  such  are  the  max- 
ims consecrated  by  the  treaties  which  form  the  public  law  of  nations. 
Often  has  England  attempted  to  substitute  for  them  arbitrary  and 
tyrannical  rules.  Her  unjust  pretensions  were  repelled  by  all 
governments,  sensible  to  the  voice  of  honor  and  to  the  interests  of 
their  people.  She  saw  herself  constantly  obliged  to  recognise  in 
her  treaties  the  principles  which  she  wished  to  destroy,  and  when 
the  peace  of  Amiens  was  violated,  maritime  legislation  rested 
again  on  its  ancient  foundations. 

By  the  course  of  events,  the  English  navy  became  more  numerous 
than  all  the  forces  of  the  oilier  maritime  powers. 

England  then  supposed  that  she  had  nothing  to  fear,  she  might 
attempt  every  thing  ; she  immediately  resolved  to  subject  the  navi- 
gation of  every  sea  to  the  same  laws  which  governed  that  of  the 
Thames. 

It  was  in  1806  that  she  commenced  the  execution  of  this  system, 
which  tended  to  make  the  common  law  of  nations  yield  to  the 
orders  in  council,  and  to  the  regulations  of  the  admiralty  of. 
London. 

The  declaration  of  the  16th  May,  annihilated,  by  a single  word, 
the  rights  of  all  maritime  states  (and)  put  under  interdiction  vast 
coasts  and  w hole  empires.  From  this  moment,  England  nolonge? 
recognised  neutrals  on  the  seas.  , 

The  orders  of.  1807  imposed  on  all  vessels  an  obligation  to  enter 
English  ports,  whatever  might  be  their  destination  : to  pay  a tri- 
bute to  England ; and  to  subject  their  cargoes  to  the  tariff  of  her 
custom-houses.  - 

By  the  declaration  of  1806,  all  navigation  was  interdicted  to 
neutrals.  By  the  orders  of  1807  the  faculty  of  navigating  w as 
restored  to  them  ; but  they  could  only  use  it,  for  the  advantage  of 
English  commerce,  by  the  combinations  of  her  interest,  and  to 
her  profit. 

The  English  government  took  off  thereby  the  mask  with  which 
it  had  concealed  its  [>rojects  ; proclaimed  the  universal  dominion 
of  tin  s<  as -regarded''. -very. people  as  their  tributaries  ; and  im* 
posed  upon  the  continent  the  expenses  of  the  war  which  it  main- 
tained against  it. 

These  unheard  of  measures  excited  a general  indignation  among 
those’  powers  who  cherished  the  sentiment  of  their  independence; 
and  of  their  rights.  But  at  London,  they  carried  to  the  highest; 
degree  of  elevation  the  national  pride  ; they  displayed  to  the  Eng- 
lish people  a futurity  rich  with  the  most  brilliant  hopes.  - 
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Their  commerce,  their  industry,  were  to  be  henceforward  with-t 
«ut  competition  ; the  productions  of  the  two  worlds  were  to  flow  I 
into  their  ports,  do  homage  to  the  maritime  and  commercial  sove- 
reignty of  England,  in  paying  to  her  a toll-duty,  and  afterwards  I 
proceed  to  other  nations,  burthened  with  enormous  costs,  froinj 
which  English  merchandise  alone  would  have  been  exonerated. 

Your  majesty  perceived  at  a single  glance  the  evils  with  which 
the  continent  was  threatened.  The  remedy  was  immediately  re- 
sorted to.  You  annihilated  by  your  decrees  this  arrogant  and  unjust 
enterprise,  so  destructive  of  the  independence  of  ail  states  and  of 
the  rights  of  every  people. 

The  decree  of  Berlin  replied  to  the  declaration  of  1806.  The 
blockade  of  the  British  isles  was  opposed  to  the  imaginary  bloc- 
kade established  by  England. 

The  decree  of  Milan  replied  to  the  order  of  1807  ; it  declared 
denationalized  every  neutral  vessel  which  submitted  to  English 
legislation,  known  to  have  touched  at  an  English  port,  known  to 
have  paid  a tribute  to  England,  and  which  thereby  renounced  the 
independence  and  the  rights  of  its  flag.  All  the  merchandize  of 
the  commerce  and  of  the  industry  of  England  were  blockaded  in 
the  British  isles;  the  continental  system  excluded  them  from  the 
continent. 

Never  did  an  act  of  reprisal  attain  its  object  in  a manner  more 
prompt,  mote  certain,  or  more  victorious.  The  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan  turned  against  England  the  weapons  which  she  had  di- 
rected against  universal  commerce.  The  source  of  commercial 
prosperity,  which  sue  thought  so  abundant,  became  a source  of 
calamity  for  English  commerce  ; .in  the  place  of  those  exactions 
which  were  to  have  enriched  her  funds,  a depreciation,  continual- 
ly increasing,  impairs  the  wealth  of  the  state  and  that  of  individuals. 

When  the  decrees  of  your  majesty  appeared,  the  whole  continent 
foresaw  that  such  would  be  the  result  if  they  received  their  entire 
execution ; but,  as  much  as  Europe  was  accustomed  to  see  your 
undertakings  crowned  with  success,  they  were  at  a loss  to  conceive 
by  what  new  prodigies  your  ma  jesty  would  realise  the  great  designs 
which  have  been  so  rapidly  accomplished.  Armed  with  all  your 
power,  nothing  could  turn  your  majesty  from  your  object.  Hol- 
land, the  Hausealimpities,  the  coasts  which  lie  between  the  Zuy- 
deiv.ee  and  the  Baltic,  were  to  he  united  to  France,  subject  to  the 
same  administration  and  the  same  regulations  ; the  immediate  and 
inevitable  consequence  of  the  legislation  of  the  English  govern- 
ment. Considerations  of  no  kind  were  able  to  balance,  in  the 
mind  of  your  majesty,  the  first  interest  of  your  empire. 

I will  not  stop  to  recapitulate  the  advantages  of  this  important 
resolution.  After  fifteen  months,  that  is  to  say,  after  the  senatus 
eorssultum  of  re-union,  the  decrees  of  your  majesty  press  with  all 
their  weight  upon  England.  She  flattered  hejrWlf  to  invade  the 
commerce  of  tlie  world,  and  her  own  commerce  became  a mere 
stock-jobbing  affair  ( tgiotagej  which  could  not  be  carried  on  but  by 
means  of  twenty  thousand  licences  issued  every  year.  Forced  to 
obey  the  law  ,ot  necessity,  site  thereby  renounced  her  navigation 
act,  the  original  foundation  of  her  power.  Sheaspired  to  the  uni- 
versal dominion  of  the  seas,  and  navigation  is  interdicted  to  her 
vessels ; repulsed  from  all  the  ports  of  the  continent,  she  wished  to 
enrich  her  funds  with  the  tributes  that  Europe  was  to  pay,  and 
Europe  has  withdrawn  itself  not  only  from  her  injurious  prt  ten- 
sions, but  likewise  from  the  tributes  which  it  paid  to  her  industry: 
her  manufacturing  cities  have  become  desert* d;  distress  has  suc- 
ceeded to  a prosperity  until  then  increasing;  the  alarming  disap- 
pearance of  specie  and  the  absolute  privation  of  business,  daily  in- 
terrupt the  public  tranquility.  Such,  for  England,  are  the  results 
of  her  imprudent  attempts.  " She  thence  learns,  and  she  will  every 
day  learn  more  fully,  that  there  is  no  safety  forlier  but  in  a return 
to  justice  and  to  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  that  she 
will  not  be. able  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  neutrality  of 
ports,  unless  she  will  suffi  r neutrals  to  profit  of  the  neutrality  of 
theirfiag.  But  until  then,  and  as  long  as  the  British  orders  in  coun- 
cil are  not  revoked,  and  the  principles  of  the.  treaty  of  Utrecht  in 
relation  to  neutrals  put  in  force,  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
pr.ght  to  subsist  for  the  powers  who  suffer  their  flag  to  be  denation- 
alized. The  ports  of  the  continent  ought  to  be  opened  neither  to 
denationalized  flags  nor  to  English  merchandize. 

It  cannot  be  concealed,  that  to  maintain  beyond  the  reach  of 
3ttnck  this  great  system,  it  is  necessary  that  your  majesty  should 
employ  the  powerful  means  which  belong  to  your  empire,  and  find 
in  your  subjects  that  assistance  which  you  have  never  asked  in 
vain  : all  the  disposable  forces  of  France  must  be  directed  whither- 
soever the  English  flag,  and  flags  denationalized,  or  convoyed  by 
English  vessels  of  war,  may  wish  to  enter.  A particular  army, 
exclusively  charged  with  guarding  our  vast  coast,  our  maritime 
arsenals,  and  the  triple  row  of  fortresses  which  cover  our  frontiers, 
ought  to  answer  to  your  majesty  for  the  security  of  the  territory 
Confided  to  its  valor  and  its  fidelity  ; it  will  restore  to  .their  high 
destiny  those  brave  men  accustomed  to  fight  and  to  conquer  under 
tlie  eyes  of  your  majesty  lor  the  defence  of  political  rights,  and 
the  exterior  security  of  the  empire.  Even  the  depots  of  corps  will 
no  longer  be  divest;  d from  tbe  useful  destination  of  keeping  up  tlie 
numbers  and  the  strength  of  your  active  armies.  The  forces  of 
your  majesty  will  be  thus  constantly  maintained  on  the  most  for- 
midable footing  ; and  the  French  territory,  protected  by  a perma- 
nent est  ablishment,  which  is  recommended  by  the  interest.,  the  po. 
licy,  and  dignity  of  the  empire,  will  find  itself  in  a situation  which 
will  make  it  more  deserving  of  the  title  of  inviolable  and  sacred. 

It  iva  long  time  since  the  actual  government  of  Great  Britain 
proclaimed  perpetual  war,  a frightful  project  which  the  most  un- 
bridled ambition  would,  not  have  dared  to  form,  and  which  a pre- 
sumptuous boastjng  could  Only  have  avowed;  a frightful  project 
which  might,  however,  be  re?Ji£  ed,  if  France  could  hope  for  notlifiig 
but  engagement  without  guarantee,  of  an  uncertain  length,  and 
even  more  disastrous  than' war- 

Peace,  sire,  which  your  majesty,  in  the  midst  of  your  great 
power,  has  so  often  pit,  red  tq  your  enemies,  will  crown  your  glori- 
5UJr  J^ory,  if  England,  ey eluded  witty  perseverance  front  the  conti  - 


nent, ami  separated  froih  all  the  states  whose  independence,  -she 
has  violated,  consents  at  length  to  enter  upon  tiie  principles  which 
form  the  basis  of  European  society,  to  acknowledge  the  law  of 
nations,  and  tlie  rights  consecrated  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French  people  must  remain  in  arms : honor 
commands  it ; the  interest,  the  rights,  the  independence  of  the  ua 
011s  are  engaged  in  the  same  eause  ; and  an  oracle  still  more  certain, 
which  has  ofa-a  been  pronounced  by  your  majesty,  makes  it  an  im- 
perious and  sacred  law. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster- 

Department,  of  State,  Jure  Id,  1812. 
SIB— In  the  letter  of  May  30th,  which  I had  the  honor  to  rt- 
ceive  from  you  on  the  first  instant,  I perceive  a difference  in  a par- 
ticular passage  of  it  from  a passage  oil  the  same  subject,  in  tlie 
j despatch  from  lord  Castjcreagh  to  you,  w idth  you  were  so  good' as 
to  communicate  to  me  entire,  as  appears  from  the  tenor  of  the  let- 
ter to  have  been  intended  by  your  government..  The  pas-  age  in 
your  letter  to  which  I allude,  is  as  follow  s : “ America,  as  the  ease 
now  stands,  has  not  a pretence  for  claiming  from  Great  Britain  a 
repeal  of  her  orders  in  council.  She  must  recollect  thatch*-  Bri- 
tish government  never  for  a moment  countenanced  the  idea  that 
the  repeal  of  those  orders  could  dop  nd  upon  any  partial  or  con- 
ditional repeal  of  the  decrees  of  France.  What  she, always 
avowed  was  her  readiness  to  rescind  her  orders  in  council  a»  soon 
as  France  rescinded  absolutely  and  unconditionally  her  dec-re-,);. 
She  could  not  enter  into  any  other  engagement  without  the  gross c ft 
injustice  to  her  allies  as  well  as  to  neutral  nations  in  general ; much 
less  could  she  do  so  if  , any  special  exception  was  to  be  granted  by 
France  upon  conditions  utterly  subversive  of  the  most  important 
and  indisputable  maritime  rights  of  the  British  empire.” 

According  to  the  tenor  of  the  despatch  of  lord  Castiereagh  to  you, 
my  recollection  is,  that  in  stating  the  condition  on  which  the  orders 
in  council  wi  re  to  be  repealed  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  it 
was  specified  that  tlie  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  must  not  be 
repealed  singly  and  specially  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  but 
be  repealed  also  as  to  all  other  neutral  nations, and  that  iiiTio  Ii  ss 
extent  of  a repe  al  of  the  decrees  bail  tlie  British  government  evi  c 
pledged  itself  to  repeal  the  orders  in  council. 

Ho  wever  susceptible  the  passage  in  your  letter  may  be  of  a 
construction  reconcilable  with  the  import  of  the  despatch  front 
lord  Castlereagh,  yet  as  a similar  phraseology  of  your  government 
on  other  occasions  has  had  a Construction  less  extensive ; and  as  it 
is  important,  in  every  respect,  that  there  should  be  no  misandcr- 
siandmg,  or  possibility  of  error,  you  will  excuse  me  for  requesting 
that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  wlu-ther,  in  any  cir- 
cumstance, my  recollection  of  the  import  of  this  passage  m lord 
Casth-ivagh’s  despatch  is  inaccurate.  I have  the  honor  to  lie,  ■'Ae. 

.(Signed;  JAMES  MONROE. 

Aug.  J.  Foster,  ire.  ire. 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washington^  June  3,  1812. 

SIR— I have  received  your  letter  of  to-day,  requesting  an  ex- 
planation relative  to  tlie  supposed  meaning. of  a passage  in  a 
despatch  from  Lord  Castlereagh  to  me  that  l had  the  honor  to 
communicate  to  you  confidentially,  and  I beg  leave  to  state  to  you 
that  while  I conceive  it  to  be  very  difficult  to  give  an  explanation 
upon  a single  point  in  a note  of  considerable  length  without  re- 
ferring to  the  whole  context,  and  also  believe  it.  to  be  altogether 
irregular  to  enter  into  a discussion  respecting  a communication  so 
entirely  informal,  yet  I have  no  hesitation  in  assuring  you  that  my 
note  of  May  30,  contains  the  whole  substance  of  the  despatch  al- 
luded to. 

In  the  correspondence  that,  will  probably  take  place,  between 
ns  in  consequence  of  tbe  new  ground  upon  which  the  duke  of 
Bassano’s  report  has  placed  the  question  at  issue  between  our 
two  countries,  I shall  be  extremely  happy  to  enter  at  full  length 
upon  any  topic  which  you  may  wish  particularly  to  dispuss. 

I have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration  and  re 
sped,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble,  servant. 

AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

To*the  hon.James  Monroe.,  &r.  &e.  ire* 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster. 

Department  <f  State,  June 4,  l% i 2, 
SIR— I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday,  ic 
reply  to  mine  of  tlie  same  dun  . 

As  the  despatch  of  lord  Castlereagh  was  communicated  hy  sou 
to  me,  in  my  official  character,  to  he  shewn  to  the  presideujr,  and 
was  shewn  to  him  accordingly,  add  as  the  despatch  itself  expressly' 
authorised  such  a communication  to  this  government,  I cannot 
conceive  in  what  sense  such  a proceeding  could  be.  considered 
confidential,  or  how  it  could  be  understood,  that,  the  executive  v:us 
to  receive  one  communication  for 'itself,  and  transmit  to  congress 
another,  liable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  executive,  n>  a difi'erei-;.  ojr 
doubtful  construction.  I cannot  hut  persuade  myself,  sir,  tiny  ou 
a reconsideration  of  the  subject  >pu  will  perceive  that  there  etna 
be  no  impropriety  ill  a compliance  w ith  the  request  contained  in 
my  letter  of  yesterday.  Should  I he  mistaken  in  this  expect  ation,  i 
flatter  myself  that  you  will  see  the  propriety  of  freeing  your  dvr® 
communication  from  .ambiguity  and  liability  to  niisconsiruclin..-,— 
With  a view  to  this,  p.  emit  me  to  enquire  whether  .the  passage 
your  leXt--r,s taring  the  condition  on  w'inCh  v,pur  governniei.it  a,!  w ays 
avowed  its  readiness  to  rescind  the  orders  in  council,  namely,  as 
soon  as  France  rescind*  d,al»ojut>  ly  and  unrondibonaiir.uet  deer  ,<«■, 
includes  in  its  meaning,  that  the  d-  crees  must  bejvxejjided  in  re- 
lation tb  other  neutral  nations,  as  wel.l;is  to  the  linked  Ststns,  py-s- 
vious  to  a repeal  of  the  orders  in  council  in  rdniipi)  l.i  the  Uifilafi 
States?  I have  the  Imnoytube,  Ikt,.  Ike,  J4  MBs  MONROE# 

Aug.  J.  Foster,  Esq.  fro,  ire. 

| [This  series  of  papers  is  continued  M « gv.n*eedu»g  iteni 
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Randolph’s  Appeal. 

[By  referring  to  the  last  number  of  the  Register, 
page  235,  will  be  seen  the  proposition  oi  Mr. 
Randolph,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  house  ot 
representatives  thereon,  that  gave  rise  to  the  fol 
lowing:} 

TO  THE  FREEHOLDERS 

Of  Charlotte , Prince  Edward , Buckingham , 
and  Cumberland. 

Fellow  Citizens, 

1 dedicate  to  you  the  following  fragment.  That 
it  appears  in  its  present  mutilated  shape  is  to  be  as- 
cribed to  the  successful  usurpation  which  has  reduc- 
ed the  freedom  of  speech  in  one  branch  of  the  Ame- 
rican congress  to  an  empty  name.  It  is  now  estab- 
lis  bed  for  the  first  time,  and  in  the  person  of  your  re- 
presentative, that  the  house  may,  and  will  refuse  to 
hear  a member  in  his  place,  or  even  to  receive  amo- 
tion from  him  upon  the  most  momentous  subject 
that  can  be  presented  for  legislative  decision.  A si- 
milar motion  was  brought  forward  by  the  republican 
minority  in  the  year  1798*  before  these  modern  in 
ventions,  for  stifling  freedom  of  debate,  was  disco- 
vered It  was  discussed  as  a matter  of  right  until  it 
was  abandoned  by  the  mover  in  consequence  of  ad- 
ditional information  [the  correspondence  of  our  en- 
voy at  Paris]  laid  before  congress  by  the  president. 
In  the  “ reign  of  terror”  the  father  of  the  sedition 
law  bad  not  the  hardihood  to  proscribe  liberty  ot 
speech,  much  less  the  right  of  free  debate  on  the 
floor  of  eongress.  This  invasion  of  the  public  li 
b cities  was  reserved  for  self  styled  republicans,  who 
hold  your  understandings  in  such  contempt  as  to 
flatter  themselves  that  your  will  overlook  their  every 
outrage  upon  the  great  first  principles  of  free  go 
vernrnent,  in  consideration  of  their  professions  of 
tender  regard  for  the  privileges  of  the  people.  It  is 
'for  you  to  decide  whether  they  have  undervalued 
vour  intelligence  and  spirit,  or  whether  they  have 
formed  a just  estimate  of  your  character.  You  do 
not  require  to  be  told  thatthe  violation  of  the  rights 
of  him  whom  you  have  deputed  to  represent  you  is 
an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  every  man  of  you,  ot 
every  individual  in  society.  If  this  abuse  be  suffer- 
ed to  pass  unredressed — and  the  people  alone  are 
competent  to  apply  the  remedy — we  must  bid  adieu 
to  a free  form  of  government,  forever  ! 

Having  learned  from  various  sources  that  adecla 
ration  of  war  would  be  attempted  on  Monday  next, 
with  closed  doors,  I deemed  it  my  duty  to  endeavor, 
by  an  exercise  of  my  constitutional  functions,  to 
arrest  this  heaviest  of  all  possible  calamities,  and 
avert  it  from  our  happy  country.  I accordingly 
made  the  effort  of  which  I now  give  you  the  result, 
and  of  the  success  of  which  you  will  already  have 
been  informed  before  these  pages  can  reach  you.  I 
pretend  only  give  you  the  substance  of  my  unfinish- 
ed argument.  The  glowing  words — the  lan^ua^e 
of  the  heart— have  passed  away  with  the  occasion 
that  called  them  forth.  They  are  no  longer  under 
my  controul.  My  design  is  simply  to  submit 
to  you  the  v’ews  which  have  induced  me  to  consider 
a war  with  England,  under  existing  circumstances, 
as  comporting  neither  with  the  interest  nor  the 
honor  of  the  American  people,  but  as  an  idolatrous 
suer  fee  of  both,  on  the  altar -of  french  rapacity 

PERFIDY  AND  AMBITION  ! 


^ * This  motion  was  drawn,  it  is  believed,  by  Mr. 
Giltatin,  but  moved  by  Mr.  Sprigg,  declaring  it  to 
be  inexpedient  at  that  time  to  resort  to  war  against 
the  French  republic. 


France  has  for  years  past  offered  us  terms  of  un- 
defined commercial  arrangement,  as  the  piiceofa 
war  with  England,  xvhich,  hitherto,  we  have  not 
wanted  firmness  and  virtue  to  reject.  That  price 
is  now  to  be  paid.  We  are  tired  of  holding  out — 
and  following  the  example  of  the  nations  of  conti- 
nental Europe ; entangled  in  the  artifices,  or  awed 
by  the  power  of  the  destroyer  oi  mankind,  we  are 
prepared  to  become  instrumental  to  his  projects  of 
universal  dominion.  Before  these  pages  meet  your 
eye,  the  last  republic  of  the  earth  will  have  enlist- 
ed under  the  banners  of  the  tyrant,  and  become  a par- 
ty to  his  cause.  The  blood  of  the  American  freemen 
must  flow  to  cement  his  power,  to  aid  in  stifling  the 
last  struggles  of  afflicted  and  persecuted  man  ; to 
deliver  up  into  his  hands  the  patriots  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  to  establish  his  empire  over  :he  ocean  and 
over  the  land  that  gave  our  forefathers  birth  ; — to 
forge  our  own  chains ! And  yet,  my  friends,  we  are 
told,  as  we  were  told  in  the  days  of  Mr  Adams,  “ the 
finger  of  heaven  points  to  war.”  Yes,  the  finger  of 
Heaven  does  point  to  war.  It  points  to  war,  as  it 
points  to  the  mansions  of  eternal  misery  and  torture ; 
as  a flaming  beacon  warning  us  of  that  vortex  which 
we  may  not  approach  but  with  certain  deotruction. 
It  points  to  desolated  Europe,  and  warns  us  of  the 
chastisement  of  those  nations  who  have  offended 
against  the  justice,  and  almost  beyond  the  mercy 
ot  Heaven.  It  announces  the  wrath  to  come  upon 
those,  who,  ungrateful  for  the  bounty  of  Providence, 
not  satisfied  with  the  peace,  liberty,  security  and 
plenty  at  home,  fly,  as  it  were,  into  the  face  of  the 
most  high,  and  tempt  his  forbe  trance. 

To  you,  in  thisplace,  I can  speak  with  freedom, 
and  it  becomes  me  to  do  so  : nor  shall  I be  deterred 
by  the  cavils  and  the  sneers  of  those  who  hold  as 
“foolishness,”  all  that  savors  not  of  worldly  wis- 
dom, from  expressing  fully  and  freely  those  senti- 
ments which  it  has  pleased  God,  in  his  mercy,  to 
engrave  upon  my  heart. 

These  are  no  ordinary  times.  The  state  of  the 
world  is  unexampled — the  war  of  the  present 
day  is  not  like  that  of  our  revolution,  or  any  which 
preceded  ft,  at  least  in  modern  times.  It  is  a war 
against  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  mankind.  It  is 
a war  in  which  the  whole  human  race  are  the  vic- 
tims, to  gratify  the  pride  and  lust  of  power  of  a sin- 
gle individual.  I beseech  you,  put  it  to  your  own 
bosoms,  how  far  it  becomes  you  as  freemen,  as 
Christians,  to  give  your  aid  and  sanction  to  this  im- 
pious and  bloody  warfare  against  your  brethren  of 
the  human  family.  To  such  among  you,  if  any  such 
there  be,  who  are  insensible  to  motives  not  more 
dignified  and  manly  than  they  are  intrinsically  wise, 

I would  make  a different  appeal.  I adjure  ycu  by 
the  regard  you  have  for  your  own  security  and  pro- 
perty, for  the  liberty  and  inheritance  of  vour  chil- 
dren, by1  all  that  you  hold  dear  and  sacred,  to  inter- 
pose your  constitutional  powers  to  save  your  coun- 
try and  yourselves  from  the  calamity,  the  issue  of 
which  it  is  not  given  to  human  foresight  to  divine. 

Ask  yourselves  if  you  are  willing  to  become  the 
virtual  allies  of  Bonaparte?  Are  you  willing  for  the 
sake  of  annexing  Canada  to  the  Northern  States, 
to  submit  to  that  overgrowing  system  of  taxation, 
which  sends  the  European  laborer  supperless  to 
bed  ? to  maintain  by  the  sweat  of  your  brow,  armies 
at  whose  hands  you  are  to  receive  a future  master  ? 
Suppose  Canada  purs — is  there  any  one  among  you 
who  would  ever  be,  in  any  respect,  the  better  for  it  ? 
the  richer-  -the. freer-  the  happier — the  moresecure  ? 
And,  is  jtfor  a boon  like  this,  that  you  would  join  in 
the  warfare  against  the  liberties  of  man  in  the  other- 
hemisphere,  ?ind  put  your  own  in  jeopardy  ? or  is 
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it  forth  e nominal  privilege  of  a licensed  trade  with] 
France  that  you  would  abandon  your  lucrative  com- 
merce with  Great  Britain,  Spain  and  Portugal,  and 
their  Asiatic,  African  and  American  dependencies 
— in  a word,  with  every  region  of  those  vast  conti- 
nents. That  commerce  which  gives  vent  tQ  your 
tobacco,  grain,  Hour,  cotton,  in  short,  to  all  your 
native  products,  which  are  denied  a market  in 
France? 

The  e are  not  wanting  men  so  weak,  as  to  sup- 
pose that  their  approbation  of  warlike  measures  is  a 
proof  of  personal  gallantry,  and  that  opposition  to 
them  indicates  a want  of  that  spirit  which  becomes 
a friend  to  his  country  ; as  if  it  required  more  cou 
rage  and  patriotism  to  join  in  the  acclamation  of  the 
day,  than  steadily  to  oppose  one’s  self  to  the  mad 
infatuation  to  which  every  people  and  all  govern 
ments  have,  at  some  time  or  other,  given  way.  Let 
the  history  of  Phocion,  of  Agis  and  of  the  De  NVitts 
answer  this  question.  My  friends,  do  you  expect  to 
Had  those  who  are  now  loudest  in  the  clamor  for 
'war,  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  battle  ? or  is  the  ho- 
nor of  this  nation  indissolubly  connected  with  the 
political  reputation  of  a few  individuals  who  tell  you 
they  have  gone  too  tar  to  recede,  and  that  you  must 
pay,  with  your  rum , the  price  of  their  consistency  ? 
My  friends,  1 have  discharged  my  duty  towards  you 
—lamely  and  inadequate  i know,  but  to  the  best  of 
my  poor  ability.  The  destiny  of  the  American  peo- 
ple ia  in  their  own  hands.  The  net  is  spread  for 
their  destruction.  You  are  enveloped  in  the  toils  of 
French  duplicity  ; and  if,  which  may  Heaven  in  its 
mercy  forbid,  you  and  your  posterity  are  to  become 
hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water,  to  the  mo 
dern  Pharpah,  it  shall  not  be  for  the  want  of  my  best 
exertions  to  rescue  you  from  the  cruel  and  abject 
bondage.  This  sin,  at  least,  shallmot  rest  upon 
my  soul. 

JOHN  RANDOLPH,  of  Roanoke. 

May  30/ h,  1812. 

[A  sketch  of  Mr.  Randolph’s  speech  appears  to 
follow  this  article — we  have  not  yet  received  it.  If 
it  comes  to  hand  in  season  it  shall  appear  in  our 
next — for  it  doubtless  deserves  a place  among  the 
curiosities  of  the  limes. — E».  Reg.] 

Paul  Jones. 

(Continued  from  page  231.) 

In  the  month  of  January  1778,  I repaired  to  Pa 
ris,  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  the 
American  ministers,  relative  to  the  equipment  of 
the  Indienne  ;.but,  as  the  recent  intelligence  rela- 
tive to  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  had  determined 
the  court  of  France  to  recognize  the  independence 
of  America  by  means  of  a treaty  of  alliance,  and  as 
the  English  ambassador  at  the  Hague,  in  conse 
quence  of  obtaining  possession  of  the  papers  of  an 
American  agent,  found  that  the  Indienne  was  the 
property  of  congress,  I acquiesced  in  the  opinion 
of  the  American  ministers  ; and  it  was  detei mined 
to  cede  the  property  to  his  most  Christian  majesty, 
this  being  the  most  likely  method  of  preserving  the 
property. 

I then . returned  on  board  the  Ranger,  and  as  1 
had  received  information  from  America,  relative  to 
the  for  ce  and  stations  of  the  English  fleet  in  that 
quarter,  I immediately  transmitted  a letter  to  Mr. 
Deane,  one  of  the  American  ministers  at  Paris, 
communicating  a plan  of  an  expedition  with  a squad 


United  States.  This  scheme  was  not  adopted  urv- 
til  it  was  too  late,  and  then  it  of  course  became  im- 
practicable. 

In  the  mean  time  1 took  several  American  vessels 
under  my  convoy,  from  Nantes,  to  the  bay  of  Q,ui- 
beron,  where  M.  la  Motte  Piquet  was  lying  at  an- 
chor, with  six  sail  of  the  line,  a few  lrigates,  and 
several  merchantmen,  which  he  was  to  take  under 
his  protection  to  the  westward  of  cape  Finisterre. 
M.  de  la  Fayette  was  on  board  this  fleet,  which  was 
provided  with  clothing,  ammunition,  and  military 
stores  for  America. 

I reached  the  bay,  February  13, 1778,  and  sent  to 
demand  of  the  admiral,  if  he  would  return  my  salute  ; 
and  this  compliment  was  immediately  agreed  to  by 
that  brave  officer,  although  neither  he  nor  I knew 
at  that  period,  that  a treaty  of  alliance  had  been 
signed  between  France  and  America  seven  days 
before.  This  was  the  first  salute  received  by  the 
American  flag  from  any  power,  and  occasioned 
much  dispute  in  the  English  parliament. 

I now  set  sail  from  the  bay  of  Q,uiberon  to  Brest, 
but  did  not  enter  the  road  ; on  the  contrary,  I an 
chored  at  Cammeret,  where  I was  detained  by  con 
trary  winds  until  the  French  ambassador  at  the 
court  of  St.  James’,  had  announced  the  treaty  lately 
concluded  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and 
the  United  States. 

On  this,  I immediately  sailed  into  Brest  water,, 
and  saluted  the  count  D’Orvilliers,  who  returned 
the  salute,  and  received  me  with  all  the  honors  due 
to  an  admiral,  on  board  his  flag  ship  La  Bretaitge. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1776,  the  parliament 
of  England  had  authorised  George  III.  to  treat  ali 
the  Americans  taken  at  sea,  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  as  traitors,  pirates,  and  felons  : this,  n&ore 
than  any  other  circumstance,  rendered  me  the  de- 
clared enemy  of  Great  Britain.  From  the  very 
commencement  of  the  war,  an  exchange  of  prison 
ers  had  taken  place  between  general  Washington 
and  the  commanders  q!  the  enemy’s  army  ; riot 
withstanding  the  haughty  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
she  was  obliged  to  submit  to  this  arrangement,  land 
consider  the  American  soldiers  as  prisoners  of  war 
It  was,  however,  an  attrocious  crime  to  act  against 
her  by  sea  ; and  England,  on  this  occasion,  petpe 
tuated  anew,  all  the  cruelties  on  America  which  (she 
jhad  lavished  on  Scotland'in  1745.  A ferocious  pne 
vindictive  people  would  have  rejoiced  to  have  seen 
the  American  sailors  cut  down  from  the  gibbet 
while  yet  alive,  their  breast  opened  with  a knife, 
and  their  yet  palpitating  hearts  thrown  into  the 
flames  ! If  they  did  not  dare  to  attempt  this,  th|ey, 
however,  shut  up  a number  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  the  English  prisons  during  (five 
whole  years,  where  they  suffered  all  the  hon-ors 
proceeding  from  cold,  hunger,  and  every  sort  of 
mal  treatment.  Some  of  these  unfortunates  were 
sold  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  while  others,  were  ti  .ins- 
ported  to  the  West-Indies.  The  firmness  ik-ith. 
which  these  martyrs  of  liberty  supported  their  Ipard 
lot,  is  wholly  unexampled  ; for  they  preferred  every 
kind  of  prosecution  to  serving  on  board  the  English 
navy. 

Indignant  at  the  barbarous  treatment  experiemeed 
b>T  the  Americans,  I determined  to  make  a grand 
effort  in  their  behalf,  with  a view  of  stopping^  the 
barbarous  proceedings  of  the  English  in  Europe, 
as  well  as  op  the  western  continent,  in  the  latter  of 
which  they  set  fire  to  their  houses,  destroyed  > heir 
property,  and  burned  and  destroyed  whole  towns. 


ron  of  tensail  of  the  line,  a few  frigates,  and  a small  j I accordingly  determined,  by  way  of  retaliation;,  to 
body  of  land  forces,  with  a t view  of  completely  de  j effect  a descent  upon  some  part  of  England,  wi  th  a 
stroying  the  enemy’s' '.naval  power  acting  against  the  'view  of  destroying  the  shipping.  It  w^s  also  }tny 
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intention  to  make  some  person  of  distinction 
prisoner,  whom  I resolved  to  detain  as  a hostage  for 
the  security  of,  and  in  order  to  exchange  with,  the 
American  prisoners  in  England. 

Admiral  D’Orvilliers,  to  whom  I communicated 
this  project,  offered  to  procure  for  me  a captain’s 
■comtnission  in  the  French  marine,  that,  in  case  F 
met  with  any  disaster,  I might  claim  the  protection 
of  his  most  Christian  majesty  ; but  however  advan- 
tageous this  was,  I determined  to  decline  the  accept- 
ance ; because,  in  the  first  place,  I was  not  authori- 
sed by  congress  to  change  my  flag;  and,  in  the 
second,  such  a conduct  might  have  rendered  my 
attachment  to  America  suspected. 

I accordingly  sailed  from  Brest,  and  advanced 
towards  Ireland,  neglecting  the  capture  of  a number 
of  vessels  within  my  reach,  as  I did  not  wish  to  di- 
minish the  strength  of  my  crew.  Near  to  the  en 
trance  into  Carrickfergus,  I,  however,  seized  on  a 
fishing-boat,  manned  with  six  persons,  who  proved 
to  be  pilots.  The  Drake,  a twentv-gun  ship,  hap- 
pened to  be  then  in  the  road,  and  even  within  sight, 

I imagined  it  possible  to  obtain  possession  of  her 
by  surprise  during  the  night.  With  this  view,  I 
immediately  gave  orders  for  making  the  necessary 
preparations  ; but  the  mate,  who  had  drank  too 
much  brandy,  did  not  let  go  the  anchor  according 
to  orders,  which  prevented  the  Ranger  from  running 
joul  of  the  Drake,  according  to  my  intensions-.  As 
I had  reason  to  believe,  that  my  appearance  had  not 
hitherto  given  any  alarm,  I deemed  it  prudent  to 
cut  my  cable,  and  return  into  St.  George’s  channel. 

I remained  there,  buffetted  about  by  the  winds,  dur- 
ing three  days,  until  the  weather  having  become 
more  favorable,  1 determined  a second  time  to  at- 
tempt a descent ; this  project,  however  greatly 
alarmed  my  lieutenants ; they  were  poor,  they 
said,  and  their  object  was  gain,  not  honor;  they 
according  excited  disobedience  among  the  ship’s 
company,  by  persuading  them  that  they  had  a right 
to  determine,  whether  the  measures  adopted  by  me 
were  well  concerted  or  not. 

I happened  to  be  at  this  period  within  sight  of 
Whitehaven,  in  Cumberland,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Solway  Frith.  This  is  a considerable  harbor,  in 
which  there  then  were  about  400  sail,  some  of  them 
vessels  of  250  tons  burthen  ; and  I had  deter  mined 
to  take  advantage  of  the  ebb  tide,  when  theshipping 
was1  dry,  to  destroy  them.  To  effect  this,  it  was 
necessary  to  land  about  midnight,  with  a party  of 
determined  men,  and  seize  on  a fort  and  a battery, 
•which  defended  the  port.  My  two  lieutenants, 
being  averse  to  the  enterprise,  and  yet  being  unwii 
ling  to  discover  their  true  motives,  feigned  illness. 
On  this  I determined  to  take  the  command  in  per 
son,  and  with  much  difficulty  prevailed  on  thirty 
volunteers  to  follow  me. 

With  this  handful  of  men,  and  two  small  boats, 
I quitted  the  Ranger,  at  eleven  o’clock  at  night, 
and  rowed  towards  the  harbor  ; but,  it  being  far- 
ther off  than  we  imagined,  and  the  tide  against  us, 
nay  broke  before  we  had  effected  a landing. 

I now  sent  the  smallest  of  the  boats  towards  the 
northern  side  of  the  harbor  to  set  fire  to  the  vessels, 
while  [myself  advanced  with  the  other  to  the  south, 
i u take  possession  of  the  fort  and  battery,  the  first 
of  which  was  taken  by  assault,  1 myself  being  the 
first  to  enter  it  through  one  of  the  embrasures.  We 
then  nailed  up  the  thirty-six  cannon  mounted  on 
the  batteries,  and  advanced  towards  the  south,  with 
a view  of  burning  all  the  vessels,  when,  to  my  infi 
nite  astonishment,  I beheld  the  other  boat  return- 
ing, without  having  done  any  thing. 


On  this,  1 deemed  it  best  to  unite  my  lbrces,with 
a view  of  effecting,  at  least,  some  part  of  our  en- 
terprise. In  short  we  set  fire  to  some  of  the  ves- 
sels, and  it  soon  burned  with  great  fierceness,  and 
began  to  communicate  ; but,  as  it  was  now  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  inhabitants  began 
to  approach  near  us  in  crowds,  I could  no  longer 
defer  my  retreat,  which  was  made  in  good  order. 
On  my  return  on  board  the  Ranger,  the  wind  being 
favorable,  I set  sail  for  the  coast  of  Scotland.  It 
was  my  intention  to  bake  the  earl  of  Selkirk  prison- 
er, and  detain  his  lordship  as  a hostage,  in  con- 
formity to  the  pro  ect  already  mentioned.  It  was 
with  this  view  about  noon  of  the  same  day  1 landed 
on  that  nobleman’s  estate,  with  two  officers  and  a 
few  men  In  the  course  of  my  progress,  1 fell  in  with 
some  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  taking  me  for  an 
Englishman,  observed,  that  lord  Selkirk  was  then 
in  London,  bat  that  her  ladyship  and  several  ladies 
were  at  the  castle. 

On  this,  1 determined  to  return  : but  such  mode- 
rate conduct  was  not  conformable  to  the  wishes  of 
my  people,  who  were  disposed  to  pillage,  burn, 
and  destroy  every  thing;  in  imitation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  English  towards  the  Americans.  Al- 
though I was  not  disposed  to  copy  such  horrid  pro- 
ceedings, more  especially  when  a lady  was  in  ques- 
tion, it  was  yet  necessary  to  recur  to  such  means 
as  should  satisfy  their  cupidity,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  provide  for  lady  Selkirk’s  safety.  It  imme- 
diately appeared  to  me,  to  be  the  most  proper  mode 
to  give  orders  to  the  two  officers  to  repair  to  the 
castle  with  the  men,  who  were  to  remain  on  the 
outside  under  arms,  while  they  themselves  entered 
alone.  They  were  then  instructed  to  enter,  and 
demand  the  family  plate,  in  a polite  manner,  accept- 
ing whatever  Was  offered  them,  and  then  to  return, 
without  making  any  farther  inquiries,  or  attempt- 
ing to  search  for  more. 

I was  punctually  obeyed  ; the  plate  was  delivered; 
lady  Selkirk  herself,  observed  to  the  officers,  that 
she  was  exceedingly  sensible  of  my  moderation  ; 
she  even  intimated  a wish  to  repair  to  the  shore, 
although  a mile  distance  from  her  residence,  in 
order  to  invite  me  to  dinner  ; but  the  officers  would 
not  allow  her  ladyship  to  take  so  much  trouble. 

Next  day,  April  4,  1778,  1 prepared  to  return  to 
Carrickfergus,  to  attack  the  Drake  in  open  day  ; 
but  the  lieutenants  were  averse  to  the  project,  and 
the  crew  of  the  Ranger  became  so  mutinous,  that 
I ran  no  small  risk  of  being  either  killed  or  thrown 
into  the  sea  ; and  but  two  days  before,  I was  on  the 
point  of  being  abandoned,  and  left  a shore  at 
Whitehaven. 

In  the  meantime,  the  captain  of  the  Drake  sloop 
of  war,  having  been  informed  of  our  descent  at 
Whitehaven,  prepared  to  attack  us  ; and,  while 
every  thing  was  getting  ready,  he  dispatched  an 
officer  on  board  of  his  boat,  with  a spy  glass,  in 
order  to  reconnoitre  the  Ranger.  On  this,  I im- 
mediately masked  my  guns,  kept  my  men  out  of 
sight,  and  disguised  the  vessel  in  such  a manner  as 
to  resemble  a merchantman  ; in  consequence  of 
this  the  crew  of  the  boat  ware  deceived  and  take*. 
This  trifling  success  produced  the  effect  of  en- 
chantment on  my  sailors,  who  were  no  longer 
averse  from  giving  her  battle. 

The  Drake,  having  fired  some  cannon  to  recal 
her  boat,  hoisted  her  anchor,  and  came  out  attend- 
ed by  a number  of  yatchts  and  pleasure-boats,  with 
ladies  and  gentlemen  on  board  : ljut  when  the  en- 
gagement became  serious,  they  thought  proper 
vyithdraw  to  a respectful  distance. 
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No  sooner  did  the  enemy  make  his  appearance,  the  other,  although  the  suhject  of  their  delibera- 
than  I lay  to,  determined  not  to  engage  until  she  tions  should  be  of  a secret  nature,  subject  to  th^ 

: . t\  * _ * i ~ i «.  „ „ ~ • j i i u .... 


came  within  pistol  shot  The  engagement  was  ac 
Cordingly  sustained  with  great  vivacity  on  both 
sides,  duiingan  hour  and  five  minutes,  when,  the 
captain  and  lieutenant  being  both  mortally  wound- 
ed, the  English  flag  was  lowered,  and  I took  pos- 
session of  her.  I regretted  greatly  the  death  of 
these  brave  men,  and  eommilted  them  to  the  ocean 
with  all  the  honors  due  to  their  valor.  1,  at  the 
same  time,  dismissed  the  six  fisherm.n,  whom  I 
have  before  mentioned,  whose  loss  1 repaired,  and 
whose  services  I recompensed  out  of  my  own  purse. 

The  Drake  was  greatly  damaged  in  her  masts  and 
tackling, and  lost  forty  men  eith  r killed  or  wounded 
during  the  action.  I had  also  taken  several  other 
prizes  ; but,  as  my  compliment  of  men  had  only 
amounted  to  123,  I retained  no  more  than  two  of 
them,  which  arrived  in  safety  at  Bi'est,  where  I 
myself  anchored  with  the  Ranger  and  Drake,  on 
the  7th  of  May,  after  an  absence  of  twenty  eight 
days,  during  which  I had  taken  upwards  of  200 
prisoners.  This  expedition  was  of  great  disservice 
to  Great  Britain,  as  she  was  not  only  obliged  to 
fortify  her  ports,  but  also  to  permit  the  arming  of 
the  Irish  volunteers,  as  lord  Mountmorris  demon- 
strated in  a speech  in  parliament. 

At  the  time  1 had  been  obliged  to  permit  my  peo- 
ple to  take  lady  Selkirk’s  plate,  I determined  to 
redeem  it  out  of  my  own  funds  the  momentitshould 
be  sold,  and  restore  it  to  the  family.  Accordingly 
on  my  arrival  at  Brest,  I instantly  dispatched  a most 
pathetic  letter  to  her  ladyship,  in  which  I detailed 
the  motives  of  ;ny  expedition,  and  the  crnel  njeces 
sitv  I was  under,  in  consequence  of  the  conduct  of 
the  English  in  America,  to  inflict  the  punishment  of 
retaliation.  This  was  sent  open  to  the  postmaster 
general,  that  it  might  be  shewn  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land and  his  ministers,  and  the  court  of  St.  James 
was  at  length  obliged  to  xenounce  the  sanguinary 
act  of  its  parliament,  and  exchange  those  very  Ame 
ricans  whom  they  called  traitors,  pirates  and  felons, 
against  the  prisoners  of  war,  whom  I had  taken  and 
carried  to  France. 

During  the  course  of  the  war,  I found  it  impossi- 
ble to  restore  the  plate  belonging  to  the  Selkirk 
family;  I,  however,  purchased  it  at  a great  price 
and  at  length  found  means  to  send  it  bv  land  from 
i’Orient  to  Calais,  by  means  of  M.  de  Calonne,  who 
transmitted  me  a very  flattering  letter  on  the  occa- 
sion; in  short  I at  length  received  a very  flattering 
letter  from  the  earl  of  Selkirk,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  it. 

(to  be  continued.) 


Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday , June  8. — Mr.  Cutts,  from  Massachu- 
setts, appeared  (for  the  first  time  this  session)  was 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

[Alter  some  minor  business,] 

Mr.  Gholson  reported  a bill  concerning  invalid 
Jfcensioners.  Twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Obadialx  Hall,  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Conner  (respecting  portable  bridges)  was 
taken  from  the  select  com miltt^e^tp  which  it  had 
been  referred,  and  tiansniiUedr  fclJ  the  secretary  ol 
war.  ' - 

M r.  D.  R.  Williams  offered  a resolution  to  a 
mend  the  standing  joint  rules*!!1  proceeding,  so  as 
that  during  the  transaction  of  legislative  proceedings 
fhe  members  of  ‘ ‘ ” ' 


injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  by  the  two  houses 
respectively. 

The  resolution  lies  one  day  for  consideration,  as 
the  rales  require. 

Mr.  Johnson  offered  the  following  resolution  for 
consideration  : 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
beinstructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  au- 
thorizing the  president  of  the  United  States  to  or- 
ganize additional  companies  of  rangers  ; 

and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  not  detain  the  house  with  that 
detailed  information  which  he  had  received  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  calamity  which  had  fallen  upon  the 
people  on  the  frontier  settlements  and  which  would 
be  more  disastrous,  if  not  arrested  bv  greater  force. 
He  would  only  refer  gentlemen  to  the  public  prints 
for  that  general  information  which  would  justify 
his  motion,  and  which  would  give  some  idea  of  the 
extent  of  danger  to  be  apprehended  by  the  number 
of  the  murders,  and  the  wide  range  in  which  they 
were  committed,  branching  from  the  Wabash  in 
the  west,  to  the  north  and  to  the  south.  He  also 
stated  that,  such  was  the  patriotism  of  the  people  in 
the  western  country,  that 2 ordUU  volunteers, men  of 
thefirst  respectability  and  character  from  Kentucky, 
had  embodied  themselves  and  had  marched  to  the 
Indiana  territory  to  relieve  the  people  in  their 
great  danger,  and  that  these  volunteers  had  gone  at 
their  own  suggestion,  without  reward,  or  the  wish 
or  prospect  of  compensation. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  assent  of  the  state 
of  Georgia  to  the  erection  of  two  states  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi territory,  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  lor  a third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  colonel  Jonathan  Wil- 
liams ; the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Clement  B.  Penrose 
— the  bill  concerning  claims  to  land  in  the  Missis- 
sippi territory,  founded  on  warrants  of  survey  grant- 
ed by  the  Spanish  government — and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  lieutenant  colonel  William  D.  Beall, 
were  severally  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Pearson  lose  to  make  a motion.  He  said  it 
was  an  opinion  prevalent  w-ith  many  persons  in 
this  house  and  out  of  it,  and  the  laws  passed  at  the 
present  session  of  congress  for  putting  the  nation 
in  a posture  of  defence,  bv  no  means  rendered  such 
an  event  improbable,  that  congress  might,  at  no 
distant  day,  direct  an  application  of  the  force  thus 
raised,  and  the  nation  be  involved  in  serious  con- 
flict with  a foreign  power.  A question,  therefore, 
naturally  arose,  Mr.  P.  said,  what  progress  had 
been  made  in  carrying  into  effect  the  laws  w^hioh 
had  been  passed.  No  questions  were  more  com- 
monly asked,  and  there  weie  none  which  he  was 
more  unable  to  answer,  than  these  : What  is  the 
state  of  our  military  preparations  ? How  many  men 
are  enlisted  ? How  many  volunteers  have  offered 
their  services  ? And  what  is  the  state  of  our  for  tifi- 
cations? Therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
this  information,  for  himself  and  others,  Mr.  P. 
said  he  would  offer  the  following  resolution,  barely 
observing,  that  if  there  should  be  an  objection  to 
making  the  result  of  this  enquiry  public,  it  might 
be  communicated  to  the  house  confidentially  : 

Resolved,  That  the  secretaiy  of  w ar  be  directed 
to  lay  before  the  hou>e.  a statement  of  the  number 
> troops  which  have  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Stales,  under  the.  authority  of  laws  passed 
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those  persons  enlisted  for  the  old  from  those  en- 
listed for  the  new  establishment,  and  the  particular 
corps  to  which  they  are  respectively  attached  ; that 
he  lay  before  this  house  a statement  of  the  number 
of  volunteers  who  have  tendered  their  services  to 
the  United  States  in  conformity  to  the  law  passed 
at  this  session  of  congress,  authorising  the  accept 
ance  of  volunteers,  designating  the  states  and  ter- 
ritories from  which  such  offers  have  been  made  ; 
that  he  state  what  additional  improvements  to  the 
•fortifications  or  other  works  of  defence  for  our  ma- 
ritime frontier,  have  been  made  during  the  last  six 
months  ; that  he  state,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  ac- 
tual state  of  such  fortifications  or  works,  and  the 
quantum  of  resistance  they  are  calculated  to  af- 
ford against  an  attack  of  any  naval  power. 

Mr.  Troup  demanding  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  now  proceeding  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion, they  weretaken  as  follows  : 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Baker,  Bigelow,  Bleecker,  Breeken ridge,  Brig- 
ham, Champion,  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Davenport,  Emott,  Fitch, 
Gold,  Gray,  Huf'ty,  Jackson,  Law,  Lewis,  Macon,  Milner,  Mostly, 
Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Quiucey,  Reed,  Ridgely,  Rodman,  SheSfcy, 
Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tallmadge,  Tallman,  Wheaton,  White, 
Williams,  Wilson. — 37. 

NAYS,— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Bard,  Bartlet, 
Bassett,  Bibb,  Blackledge,  Boyd,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Carr, 
Ciopton,  Condit,  Crawford,  Cutts,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dins- 
inoore,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Greene,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hyneinan, 
Johnson,  Kent,  Lacoek,  Lc-fevre,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maxwell, 
Moore,  McCoy,  McKee,  MeKim,  Metcalf,  Mitchiil.  Morgan,  Mor- 
row, Nelson,  New,  Newbold,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Pond,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sammons, 
Seaver,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Shaw,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stow, 
Strong,  Taliaferro,  Troup,  Turner,  Whitehill,  Winn,  Wright.— 72. 

So  the  house  refused  to  consider  the  resolution  ; 
and  adjourned  at  an  early  hour. 

Tuesday t June  9. — On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams, 
the  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  }CS- 
terday.  submitted  by  him  for  amending  the  rules  so 
as  to  admit  members  of  either  house  in  the.  other 
during  their  respective  secret  sittings;  which,  af 
ter  some  debate,  wss  disagreed  to. 

The  engrossed  resolution  requesting  the  assent  of 
the  state  of  Georgia  to  the  formation  of  two  states 
of  the  Mississippi  territory,  was  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States— 

MESSAGE. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

I lay  before  congress  copies  of  letters  which  have 
passed  between  the  secretary  of  state  and  the  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Great 

Britain. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

June  8r  1812. 

CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL 
MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

Washington,  June ‘it,  1812. 

Sir — Since  I had  the  honor  of  seeing  you  at  your 
office  yesterday,  1 have  perceived  an  article  in  the 

ublic  prints,  stated  to  be  extracted  from  an  Eng- 

sh  newspaper,  and  purporting  to  be  an  official  de 
claration  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent, 
that  the  orders  in  council  will  be  and  are  absolutely 
revoked  from  the  period  when  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
decrees  shall,  by  some  authentic  act  of  the  French 
government,  publicly  promulgated,  be  expressly 
and  unconditionally  repealed.  A considerable  time 
has  now  elapsed  since  by  order  of  my  government 
i had  the  honor  of  urging  to  you  the  expediency  of 
procuring  such  an  authentic  act  from  the  French 
government,  and  in  all  probability  the  above  decla 
ration  may  have  been  issued  in  the  confident  ex- 


pectation that  the  government  of  the  United  States 
would  httve  been  able  to  produce  it  ere  this. 

At  all  events,  sir,  considering  the  important  na- 
ture of  the  abovementioned  article  and  the  proba- 
bility that  I shall  have  soon  to  be  the  organ  of  some 
official  communication  to  the  American  govern- 
ment in  relation  to  it,  I cannot  but  trust  that  no 
measure  will  meanwhile  be  adopted  by  the  congress, 
which  would  defeat  the  endeavor  of  procuring  a 
complete  reconciliation  between  our  two  countries. 

Should  any  embarrassments  arise  in  consequence 
of  the  declaration  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
revocation  of  the  orders  in  council,  above  alluded 
to,  resting  at  present  opon  a mere  statement  in  the 
newspapers,  it  will  no  doubt  occur  to  your  recol- 
lection, that  on  the  enactment  of  those  orders  a 
measure  was  taken  by  congress  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  them  when  they  were  as  yet  known  but 
through  the  public  pripts. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be.  See.  &.c. 

(Signed)  AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

Washington,  June  Uh,  181^2. 

Sir — I must  rely  upon  your  candor  to  feel  for 
the  embarrassment  into  which  your  note  of  this  day 
has  thrown  me. 

Willing  to  comply  with  the  request  contained  in 
it,  l yet  cannot  but  be  sensible  that  in  making  any 
portion  of  a despatch  from  his  majesty’s  secretary  of 
state  to  me  thesubject  of  a correspondence  between 
us,  1 should  not  be  justified  to  my  own  government, 
l believe  there  is  no  example  of  a correspondence 
of  such  a nature,  and  I should  be  very  loth  to  esta- 
blish the  precedent. 

When  I had  the  honor  to  make  the  communica- 
tion of  lord  Castlereagh’s  despatch  to  you,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  being  left  to  my  own  discretion  to 
do  so,  I did  it  because  I had  reason  to  think,  from 
the  number  of  my  letters  which  then  remained  un- 
answered at  your  office,  such  a communication,  if 
made  though  a note,  might  have  shared  the  fate  of 
the  rest.  You  will  recollect  that  it  was  at  your 
own  request  that  I acceded  to  the  despatch  being 
communicated  to  the  president  : and  that  it  was  also 
at  your  instance,  as  being  the  only  regular  way  in 
which  the  subject  could  before  the  American  go- 
vernment, that  1 determined  to  write  to  you  a note 
founded  upon  it.  You  were  aware  at  the  latter  end 
of  last  week,  that  such  was  my  determination,  which 
f repeated  to  you  through  Mr.  Graham  who  called 
upon  me  on  the  30th  ultimo,  to  ask  me  when  1 con- 
templated sending  it  to  your  office.  The  note  must 
have  reached  you  and  been  read  before  any  message 
could  have  been  sent  from  the  executive  to  con- 
gress. 

I cannot,  sir,  consider  my  note  liable  to  the  charge 
of  ambiguity  whichyou now  impute  to  it.  The  aban- 
donment of  our  most  important  maritime  rights  is 
more  extensively  than  ever  connected  by  France 
with  the  demand  of  a repeal  of  our  orders  in  coun- 
cil, and  while  you  are  entirely  silent,  as  to  how  far 
America  concurs  with  her  on  this  point  of  vital  in- 
terest to  Great  Britain,  without  even  a prospect  of 
a reply  from  you  to  our  just  complaints,  as  express- 
ed in  my  note  on  the  coincidence  of  the  attitude 
taken  by  America  with  the  hostile  system  of  1'  ranee, 
1 cannot  but  be  aware  of  the  difficulties  to  which  I 
should  expose  myself  in  entering  into  an  explana- 
tion on  any  insulated  passage  in  it.  I might,  per- 
haps, by  continued  silence  on  your  part,  never  af- 
terwards have  an  opportunity  of  making  further 
explanation,  and  you  are  vyell  aware  how  frequent- 
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ly  points  taken  unconnected  with  what  precedes  or  (official  manner  in  which  it  was  communicated  to 


follows  them  are  liable  to  misconstruction. 

But,  sir,  a reason  paramount  ti>  every  other,  for 
my  not  committing  myself  to  an  explanation  on  any 
single  topic,  without  the  discussion  between  us 
were  to  be  continued,  is  the  publication  of  the  high- 
ly important  declaration  of  hisiroyal  highness,  the 
prince  regent,  to  which  I had  the  honor  to  allude 
in  my  note  to  you  of  this  morning.  You  will  there 
find  stated,  in  as  explicit  and  Authentic  a manner  as 
language  can  convey,  the  grounds  upon  which  his 
majesty’s  orders  in  eouncii  will  be  revoked.  I can- 
not, it  is  true,  as  yet,  refer  you  officially  to  this  do- 
cument, but  I may  now  be  in  the  expectation  of 
receiving  it  in  aformal  shape,  within  a very  few  days, 
and  together  with  it  every  explanation  possible 
which  you  may  require. 

1 have  the  honor.  Sec. 

(Signed)  AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

The  kon.  James  Monroe,  fyc.  $'c. 

(COPY) 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Department  i >f  State,  June  6,  1812. 

Sir — I had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
4th  inst.  The  receipt  of  that  of  May  30th  has  al- 
ready been  acknowledged. 

As  these  letters  relate  to  the  same  subject,  the 
orders  in  council,  I shall  take  both  into  view  in  this 
.reply. 

I am  not  disposed  to  make  any  unnecessary  diffi- 
culty, on  account  of  the  informality  of  the  document 
alluded  to  in  the  last  letter.  If  the  declaration  of 
the  prince  regent  was  such  as  to  afford  the  satisfac- 
tion desired,  it  would  be  received,  in  any  form  en- 
titled to  credit,  with  great  interest,  as  a token  of 
just  and  friendly  sentiments,  in  your  government 
towards  the  United  States.  But  nothing  is  se6n  in 
that  act,  of  the  character  which  you  impute  to  it 
Without  removing  a single  objection  to  the  princi 
pie  on  which  the  orders  in  council  were  issued,  and 
have  been  maintained,  it  affords  a complete  justifica- 
tion of  the  demand  heretofore  made  on  your  govern- 
ment for  their  repeal. 

The  British  government  has  complained  that  the 
United  States  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in 
council  on  a conditional  repeal  of  the  French  de 
crees,  although  the  French  condition  required  no 
thing  of  Great  Britain  which  she  ought  not  to 
have  consented  to  ; and  was,  moreover,  a condition 
subsequent,  and  not  precedent ; and  it  now  propo 
ses  to  repeal  the  orders  in  council  conditionally  al- 
so, with  this  difference,  that  the  condition  on  which 
their  repeal  is  to  be  made,  is  a condition  precedent 
and  not  subsequent,  and  is  likewiseone  which  Great 
Britain  has  no  right  to  claim. 

This  condition  requires  that  the  French  decrees 
shall  be  absolutely  and  unconditionally  repealed, 
that  is,  that  they  shall  be  repealed  according  to  ex-  ' 
plaYiations  given,  not  only  as  they  related  to  the 
United  States,  but  as  to  ail  other  neutral  nations  ; 
and  also  as  they  prohibited  a commerce  in  Bntish 
manufactures,  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain. 

So  far  as  the  French  decrees  violated  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  wc  had  a right  to 
demand  a repeal  of  them.  To  that  extent  we  did 
demand  their  repeal,  and  obtained  it.  The  repeal 
was  declared  bv  an  authentic  and  formal  act  of  the 
trench  government  by  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  and  to  the  British  go- 
vernment by  tbeir  minister  plenipotentiary  at  Lon 
don.  and  has  moreover  been  officially  published 
■within  the  Unite#  States'.  The  authenticity  of  the 
repeal  was  placed  beyond  all  controversy,  and  the 


your  government  ought  to  have  been  satisfactory 
to  it.  A general  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  in 
favor  of  all  neutral  nations,  and  of  such  parts  of 
them  as  prohibited  a trade  with  France  and  the 
countries  under  her  control,  in  British  manufac- 
tures, the  United  States  have  not  demanded,  be- 
cause they  had  no  right  to  demand  it. 

The  United  Slates  have  required  of  Great  Britain 
no  more  than  they  required  of  Fiance  ; namely, that 
her  unlawful  edicts  should  be  repealed  so  far  as 
they  related  to  us.  To  a compliance  with  this  de- 
mand your  government  has  prescribed  conditions, 
the  mererecital  of  which  is  sufficient  to  shew  their 
injustice.  The  United  States  can  never  suffer  their 
rights  to  be  violated  by  Great  Britain,  because  the 
commerce  of  her  enemy  is  not  regulated  to  suit  her 
interest  and  policy. 

If  theduke  of  Bassano’s  report  to  the  conserve ive 
senateof  France,  published  in  a French  newspaper, 
be  sufficient  evidence  that  the  French  decrees  are 
now  in  force,  it  is  not  perceived  on  what  ground  the 
high  evidence  which  has  been  afforded  of  their  re- 
peal could  have  been  resisted. 

It  is  further  made  a condition  of  the  proposed  re- 
peal, by  the  declaration  of  the  prince  regent,  that  it 
shall  take  effect  at  a future  uncertain  day  ; and  that 
the  orders  in  council  should  be  again  in  force,  on  a 
contingency  of  which  the  British  government  is  to 
be  the  sole  judge.  If  this  were  a ground  on  which 
the  United  States  could  call  upon  France  to  repeal 
her  decrees,  in  case  they  were  still  in  force  as  to 
them,  surely  the  French  repeal,  to  take  effect  on  a 
future  specified  day,  and  whose  revival  was  not  pro- 
vided for  on  any  contingency  whatever,  was  a ground 
on  which  their  call  on  Great  Britain  to  repeal  her 
orders  in  council  in  respect  to  the  United  States, 
ought  not  to  have  been  resisted. 

In  reply  to  your  insinuation,  that  the  demand 
made  on  your  government  to  repeal  its  edicts  which 
violate  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  is 
made  in  concert  with  France,  to  obtain  from  Grear; 
Britain  an  abandonment  of  her  maritime  rights, 
is  sufficient  to  refer  you  to  documents  which  have 
been  long  before  the  public,  and  particularly  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Pinkney  to  the  marquis  Wellesley  of 
January  14,  1811,  protesting  in  the  most  pointed 
manner,  against  looking  to  any  other  source  for 
the  opinions  .and  principles  of  the  United  States, 
than  to  the  United  States  themselves.  Let  rne  re- 
peat, with  respect  to  the  orders  in  council,  that  ail 
wc  demand  is,  that  they  cease  to  violate  the  neutral 
rights  of  the  United  States,  which  they  have  long 
violated  and  still  violate  on  the  high  seas.  Should 
they  he  continued  as  to  France  in  any  form  which 
may  not  violate  these  rights,  or  as  to  any  other  neu- 
tral nation,  to  which  they  may  be  applicable,  it 
would  be  for  such  nation,  and  not  for  the  United 
States,  to  contend  against  them. 

The  report  of  the  French  minister,  on  which  this 
declaration  of  your  government  is  founded,  affords 
no  proof  that  the  French  government  intended  by 
it  to  violate  its  engagement  to  the  United  States,  as 
to  the  repeal  of  the  decrees.  It  evidently  refers  to 
thy  continental  system,  bv  the  means  relied  on  to 
enforce  it.  The  armie*  of  France  can  be  of  no  avail 
either  in  the  support  or  violation  of  maritime  rights. 
This  construction  is  the  more  justifiable  from  the 
consideration  that  it  is  suppor  ted  by  corresponding 
acts  of  the  French  government,  continued  from  the 
time  of  the  repeal,  and  bv  communications  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Pa- 
ris to  the  date  o'  tha*  report. 

I beg  you.  sir,  to  be  assured,  that  it  is  painful  to 
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me  to  have  imposed  the  least  embarrassment  on  'ole  intercourse,  as  well  as  his  conviction  that  the 
you  by  the  correspondence  on  the  difference  be  {government  of  America  has  only  to  be  informed  of 
tween  the  tenor  of  Lord  Castlereagh’s  letter  to  you  the  fact  to  take  prompt  and  satisfactory  measures 
and  yours  founded  on  it  to  me.  1 continue  to  per-  for  the  correction  of  the  practice. 

suade  myself,  however,  that  you  will  become  sensi-  rr'u  - 4 : — 4 

ble,  that  with  a knowledge  of  the  extent  given  by 
your  government  to  the  conditions  op  which  alone 
ks  orders  will  be  repealed,  and  that  thr^  extent  was 
always  contemplated  by  your  government,  it  was 
impossible  for  the  president  to  be  inattentive  to  the  (tries,  is  productive  of  subjects  of  complaint,  and  re- 


The  American  government  will  perceive  from  this 
fliendly  communication,  that  it  is  not  on  this  side  of 
the  water  alone  that  the  inconvenience  necessarilyre- 
sultingfrom  the  similarity  of  habits,  language  and 
manners,  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  two  coun- 


fact, or  to  withhold  it  from  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  government;  I have  to  add  that  hail  it  been 
proper  for  him  so  to  have  done,  the  lateVhour  at 
which  your  note  was  received,  not  till  theiioonof 
the  21st  inst.  was  not  in  time  to  be  considered  in  re- 
lation to  the  message  sent  to  congress  on  that\^ay. 

With  great  respect  and  consideration,  1 ha^ethe 
honor  to  be,  &,c. 

(Signed)  JAS.  MONROp. 

ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  IMPRESSED  SEAMEN. 

MR.  FOSTER  TO  MR.  MONROE. 

Washington,  June  IN/,  1812. 

SIR — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  30th  uit.  in  reply  to  my 
note  of  April  15,  relating  to  a seaman  which  had 
been  encouraged  to  desert  from  his  majesty’s  schr. 
Gleaner,  by  certain  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Annapolis,  and  containing  an  offer,  which  1 shtyll 
always  be  very  happy  to  repeat,  of  using  my  lySst 
exertions  to  procure  the  discharge  of  such  seamen 
as  have  been  impressed  on  board  his  majesty’s 
ships,  and  can  be  legally  claimed  by  the  jjnited 
Stales. 

The  circumstances  which  attended  the  instance 
mentioned  in  my  former  letter  of  April  5th,  when 
several  seamen  of  the  same  vessel  (the  Gleaner) 
were,  under  the  very  eyes  of  their  officer,  and  in  a 
manner  exceedingly  insulting  to  his  feelings,  assail 
ed  by  the  endeavors  of  the  iame  people  to  engage 
them  to  desert,  is  not  adverted  to  in  your  letter  ; — 
but  1 suppose  I am  to  conclude,  from  the  tenor  of  it, 
that  no  Remedy  can  be  applied  in  such  cases  by  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  country,  which  is  very 
much  to  be  regretted,  as  it  leaves  the  commanders 
of  ships  of  war  who  may  have  despatches  to  convey 
on  shore  in  American  ports,  continually  exposed  to 
have  their  boats’  crews  seduced  from  them  with  im- 
punity, and  tends  to  shew,  more  than  ever,  the  dis 
agreeable  necessity  under  which  they  are,  of  endea- 
voring to  recover  them  from  on  board  of  merchant 
ships,  in  which  such  seamen  afterwards  engage 
themselves. 

I do  not  pretend,  sir,  to  justify  the  captain  of  the 
British  ship  of  war  who  refused  to  deliver  the  Ame- 
rican deserter,  mentioned  in  your  letter,  not  know 
ingthe  circumstance  under  which  he  acted. 

It  Will , no  doubt,  however,  occur  to  you,  that  if 
you  could  state  a single  instance  where  crowds  have 
collected  round  an  American  officer  on  his  landing 
in  England,  with  avievv  to  in*  ult  him  and  entice  his 
meirto  abandon  him,  as  is  too  often  the  practice  in 
the  United  States,  such  an  instance  would  be  more 
directly  in  point. 

I have  now,  sir,  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  by 
order  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  the 
enclosed  papers  (No.  1,  2,3,  4*,  5)  relating  to  Eng- 
lish seamen  who  have  been  detained  against  their 
will,  on  board  of  certain  ships  of  war  of  the  .United 
States  which  have  of  late  visited  Great  Britain  ; and 
to  express  his  royal  highness’  sincere  belief,  that 
these  several  sources  of  complaint  have  originated 
without  the  concurrence  or  participation  of  a state 


gret.  These  are,  howevir,  at  the  same  time  natu- 
ral and  strong  inducements  for  a conformity  of  in- 
terests, and  most  particularly  for  a readiness  to  give 
and  receive  mutual  explanations  upon  all  subjects 
of  difference. 

1 have  it  in  charge  to  aepeat  to  you,  sir,  for  the 
information  of  your  government,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  his  royal  bighhess  the  prince  regent  will 
continue  to  give  the  most  positive  orders  against  the 
detention  of  American  citizens  on  board  his  majes- 
ty’s ships  ; and  that  no  difficulties  beyond  what  are 
requisite  for  clearly  ascirtaining  the  national  cha- 


racter of  individuals 
fore  the  lords  commissio 


iose  cases  are  brought  be- 
ers of  the  admiralty,  will 
bp  interposed  to  prevent  or  delay  their  immediate 
discharge. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  while  he  held  the  office 
of  his  majesty’s  secretary1, of  state  for  foreign  affairs, 
ad  interim,  was  commanded  to  make  known  the 
case  of  William  Bowmaii,  stated  by  the  affidavit 
of  his  wife  to  be  forcibly  detained  on  board  the 
United  States’  ship  Horneg  The  departure  of  this 
vessel  precluded  Mr.  Russell  from  making  the  ne- 
cessary representation  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Hornet.  As,  however,  Mr.  Russell  will  have 
probably  stated  the  affair  to  this  government,  1 
am  in  hopes  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing his  release. 

Of  the  papers  enclosed,  those  marked  No.  1, 
consist  of  a copy  of  a letter  from  admiral  sir  Roger 
Curtis,  commander  in  chief  at  Portsmouth,  to  Mr- 
Croker,  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty,  enclosing  a 
copv  of  the  deposition  upon  oath  of  Charles  Davis, 
an  Irishman  by  birth,  who  was  lately  serving  on 
board  the  United  States’  frigate  Constitution  under 
the  name  of  Thomas  Hollands  ; and  of  a letter 
from  Captain  Hall,  of  his  majesty’s  ship  Royal 
William,  to  admiral  sir  Roger  Curtis,  giving  an 
account  of  the  same  Charles  Davis,  and  of  his  es 
cape  from  the  Constitution  frigate. 

No.  2.  contains  the  copy  of  a letter  from  captain 
Hall  to  sir  Roger  Curtis,  transmitting  ' a state- 
ment ofthe  names,  and  descriptions  of  28  British 
seamen  on  board  the  Constitution  and  Wasp. 

No.  3.  contains  a copy  of  a letter  from  sir 
Roger  Curtis  to  Mr.  Croker,  stating  the  real  name, 
and  birth-place  of  William  Smith,  who  ran  away 
from  the  United  States’  frigate  Constilutiani,  and 
who  proves  to  be  a native  of  England,  and  whose 
name  is  John  Taylor. 

No.  4.  contains  the  copy  of  another  let.ter  from 
sir  Roger  Curtis  to  Mr.  Croker,  transmitting  the 
affidavits  of  George  Warren  and  Daniel  Murphy, 
British  seamen  who  ran  away  from  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Hornet;  and  of  the  wife  of  William  Bow- 
man, who  is  alluded  to  above. 

And  No.  5.  contains  the  deposition  upon  oath  of 
John  Taylor,  mentioned  in  No.  3. 

The  correspondence  between  the  earl  of  Liver- 
pool and  Mr.  Russell,  on  the  subject  of  Bowman, 
I do  not  enclose,  concluding  that  Mr.  Russell  will 
have  already  transmitted  copies  of  it  to  his  govern- 


with  which  iie  is  so  anxious  to  preserve  an  arnica-  men t.  You  will,  however,  find  in  No  4 the 
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statement  of  the  circumstances  attending  Bow- 
man’s forcible  detention. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  See.  See. 

(Signed)  AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

MR.  MONROE  TO  MR.  FOSTER. 

Department  of  State , June  8,  1812. 

SIR — I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  June  last,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  relating  to 
several  British  seamen  who  are  stated  to  have  en- 
tered into  the  naval  service  o the  United  States. 

Without  repeating  what  I had  the  honor  to  state 
to  you  in  a personal  interview  respecting  the  deser 
ter  from  the  Gleaner,  and  the  conduct  of  tHe  armed 
party  from  that  vessel  who  pursued  him  some  dis- 
tance into  the  country  ; 1 shall  confine  my  remarks 
to  your  complaint  of  the  detention  of  British  seamen 
in  American  vessels,  28  of  whom  are  said  to  be 
on  board  the  Constitution  and  Wasp.  Although 
the  fact  cannot  have  been  admitted  on  the  evidence 
produced,  because  it  is  contrary  to  the  law’s  of  the 
United  States,  yet  it  will  be  enquired  into.  It  is  al 
so  possible  that  the  seamen  so  detained,  admitting 
the  fact  of  their  detention,  may  have  become  legal 
ly  American  citizens,  in  which  case  they  must  be 
protected  as  such.  The  government  of  the  United 
States  can  make  no  distinction  between  native  and 
naturalized  citizens  as  has  been  already  remarked 
to  you.  1 repeat  also,  that  your  government  cannot 
object  to  this  rule,  because  a British  statute  natu- 
ralizes ipso  facto,  all  alien  seamen  who  shall  have 
been  two  years  oil  board  a British  ship  of  war,  and 
considers  them,  equally  with  natives,  within  the  al- 
legiance, and  entitled  to  the  protection  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  principal  object  of  your  letter  seems  to  be,, 
to  find  some  analogy  between  the  American  prac- 
tice with  respect  to  seamen  and  the  British  practice, 
and  to  deduce,  from  the  former  a justification  of  the 
latter.  Peirnit  me  to  note  the  difference,  or  rather 
the  contrast  between  them. 

The  regulations  of  the  United  States  prohibit  the 
enlistment  of  aliens  into  their  vessels  of  war.  No 
such  regulations  exist  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain. 

Enlistments,  by  force  or  impressment,  are  con- 
trary lothe  laws  of  the  United  States.  This  mode 
of  procuring  crews  for  public  ships  is  not  only  prac- 
tised by  Great  Britain  within  her  legal  juiisdiction, 
biff  is  extended  to  foreign  vessels  on  the  high  seas, 
with  abuses  which  aggravate  the  outrage  to  the  na- 
tions  to  whom  the  vessels  belong. 

Most  of  the  states  composing  our  union  have  en- 
acted laws  providing  for  the  restoration  of  seamen 
abandoning  the  service  of  merchant  vessels,  to 
which  they  were  bound  by  voluntary  engagement. 
If  no  provision  has  been  made  for  the  surrender  of 
deserters  from  public  ships,  it  is  because  such 
deserters,  although  7n  many  instances  forced  into 
the  service,  would-be  deemed  malefactors  and  pu- 
nishable as  such  ; and  it  is  not  the  practice  of  any 
country,  particularly  of  Great  Bikain,  to  surrender 
malefactors  without  a stipulation,  which  is  always 
reciprocal.  In  Great  Britain  w'e  know  from  expe- 
rience that  no  provision  exists  for  restoring  Ameri 
can  seamen  to  our  merchant  vessels,  even  to  the 
fulfilment  of theirvoluntary  engagements  ; and  ifde 
sorters  from  American  ships  of  war  are  ever  restored, 
it  is  by  the  courtesy,  not  the  legal  duty,  or  perhaps 
authority,  of  B- ili.-h  naval  commanders,  and  from 
tne  policy7  of  recommending  a practice,  which,  if 
mutual, • must  be  evidently  in  favor  of  the  British 
service,  the  desertion  from  it  being  so  common,  in 


comparison  with  that  from  the  service  of  the  United 
S.tates. 

You  observe  that  your  government  has  charged 
you  to  state,  that  it  will  continue  to  give  the  most 
positive  orders  against  the  detention  of  American 
citizens  on  board  British  ships  of  war.  If  those 
orders  were  to  prohibit  the  impressment  of  seamen 
from  American  vessels  at  sea,  the  great%  source  of 
the  evil,  they  would  have  been  a welcome  proof  of 
its  disposition  to  do  justice  and  promote  a good  un- 
derstanding between  the  two  countries.  Nothing 
short  of  this  can  be  an  adequate  remedy ; and  the 
United  States  are  known  to  be  ready  to  substitute 
to  the  practice  the  most  liberal  arrangements  on 
the  subject.  But,  suppose  the  orders  to  be  given 
as  signified,  and  in  the  latitude  and  form  promising 
most  efficacy,  how  could  they  restore  that  portion 
of  the  thousands  of  our  citizens  who  have  been 
impressed  or  passed  into  ships  stationed  or  cruizing 
in  remote  parts  of  the  globe?  But  it  is  signified 
only  that  your  government  will  continue  to  give 
orders  against  the  detention  of  American  citizens 
on  board  British  ships  of  war.  It  follows  that  they 
are  to  be  detained  as  heretofore,  until  formal  proof 
can  be  produced  to  the  British  admiralty,  in  each 
particular  instance,  that  the  seaman  is  a native  citi- 
zen of  the  U.  States,  the  difficulty  and  delay  in  doing 
which  are  too  obvious  to  need  explanation.  Nor  is 
this  the  only  cause  of  complaint.  When  such 
proof  has  been  produced  to  the  British  admiralty, 
a direct  refusal  is  made  to  the  discharge  of  the  sea- 
man, if  he  has  resided  in  G.  Britain,  shall  have  mar- 
ried there,  or  shall  have  accepted  the  bounty  giver* 
to  seamen  voluntarily  entering  the  service,  although 
for  the  most  part  of  the  American  seamen,  after  hav- 
ing been  forced  into  the  service,  have  accepted  the 
bpunty  either  to  relieve  their  wants,  or  otherwise 
to  alleviate  their  condition.  I omit  other  causes  of 
detention  which  might  be  mentioned.  Add  to  the 
whole,  that  ii  is  not  sufficient  to  prove,  that  the 
seamen  taken  from  American  vessels  are  notsubjects 
of  Great  Britain,  nor  the  subjects  of  her  enemy.  It 
has  been  the  invariable  practice  of  the  Britishcrui- 
zers  to  include  in  their  impressments  fr  om  Ameri  - 
can vessels  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  neutral  na- 
tions, even  where  it  was  known  that  they  were  such 
— and  no  instance,  it  is  believed,  can  be  given  of  the 
success  of  an  application  for  the  restoration  of  such, 
neutral  aliens  to  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

These  observations  cannot  fail,  as  I presume,  to 
satisfy  you,  sir,  how  little  ground  your  government 
has  for  the  complaints  stated  in  vour  letter,  and  how 
much  the  United  States  have  for  those  they  have  so 
long  and  so  strenuously,  but  a*  the  same  time  so  inef- 
fectually presented,  in  behalf  of  their  injured  mari- 
ners. 

I hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  ani 
consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  message  and  documents  were  readi  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed  , 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  10. — Mr.  Bard  presented  the 
memorial  of  stating  that  he  has  in- 

vented a new  shell  for  the  purposes  of  maritime  and 
harbor  defence,  and  praying  that  congress  will  cause 
an  experiment  thereof  to  be  made.  Referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper — The  galleries  were 
cleared  and  al!  strangers  excluded,  and  the  doors  of 
the  house  were  closed  until  an  adjournment  Look 
place,  — - 
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Thursday,  June  U.-Very  little  business  of  importance  was  done. 
Notlfing,  indeed,  worthy  of  note,  except' that  a message  was  receiv- 
ed from  the  president,  covering  more  documents  ; being  letters  ol 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Foster,  on  several  points— the  chief  of  which 
is,  that  Mr.  Foster  denies  the  agency  of  the  British  government  in 
exciting  the  savages  to  murder  our  people  ; to  which  Mr.  M.  re- 
plies, that  whatever  may  have  been  the  dis(>ositIon  of  the  govern- 
mint,  its  subordinate  agents  have  been  guilty  of  the  tact  ; and  in 
proof  of  it,  adduces  extracts  of  letters  from  the  United  States’ 
agents  in  the  Jjklian  country.  The  whole  will  appear  in  course. 

It  is  said  the  senate  will  not  come  to  a conclusion  on  the  busi- 
ness before  them  until  next  week. 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  June  13,  1812. 

The  prospect.— The  senate  were  still  sitting  with  closed  doors 
on  Thursday.  The  house  of  representatives,  closed  their  secret 
business  on  Wednesday.  An  opinion  is  held  that  they  have  either 
passed  a bill  granting  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  against  Eng- 
land, or,  as  is  more  generally  believed,  an  act  declaring  war  against 
that  country.  The  senate, it  is  not  doubted,  will  confirm  what  the 
hbuse  of  representatives  have  done;  but  their  proceedings  are 
more  tedious. 

Mr.  Langdon  having  declined  to  stand  as  a candidate  for  the 
vice-presidency,  another  meeting  of  the  members  of  congress  was 
held  on  the  8th  inst.  present  77  members— at  which  Elbridge  Gerry, 
Esq.  had  74  votes.  [The  proceedings  shall  be  inserted  at  length  in 
*ur  next. 

An  idea  prevails  that  the  Hornet,  now  lying  at  New- York,  is  pre- 
paring lor  a foreign  mission. 

1 Admiral  sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  has  arrived  at  Halifax  with 
tour  sail  of  the  line  and  three  frigates.  It  is  said  in  some  of  the 
j apers  that  appear  well-informed  in  British  affairs,  that  he  has  or- 
ders to  act,  as  circumstances  may  justify,  against  the  United  States 
£ Other  acoounts  say,  that  no  additional  forces  have  arrived  at 
% tali  fax.] 

A fishing  schooner  has  been  seized  at  Boston,  laden  with  British 
valued  at  from  10  to  15,000  dollars. 

It  appears  that  the  United  States  are  amply  supplied  with  all 

u’ts  of  clothing,  accoutrements  and  appurtenances  for  the  new 
They  have  an  abundance  even  of  blankets  /——It  is  stated 
"the  returns  at  the  roar-office,  give  the  astonishing  aggregate  of 
17,000  men  already  raised  for  the  new  army— besides,  the  ranks  of 
e old  army  (10,000  men)  are  nearly  or  quite  filled  up.  From  the 
t ie  exertion  made  in  this  city  we  hardly  knew  that  an  army  was 

i lie  raised.  If  17,000  men  have  been  returned,  it  is  possible  that 
I the  whole  number  is  nearly  obtained.  ' 

General  Bloomfield  is  to  have  the  command  of  the  forces  destin- 
I ed  for  the  defence  of 'New- York — for  which  purpose  considerable 
1 bodies  of  troops  are  marching  to  that  city,  to  man  the  fortifications. 

Two  hundred  acres  of  land  have  been  purchased  by  the  United 
States  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany  ; where  extensive  barracks  are  to 
Ik;  immediately  erected.  Colonels  Swift  and  Simmons  are  ordered 
rto  Niagara  with  their  regiments— and  many  troop  ; are  moving  to- 
wards the  expected  scenes  of  action.  It  is  stated  that  Gen.  Hull 
prill  he  fully  prepared  to  do  all  that  is  hoped  ofliim,  at  the  shortest 
notice, when  the  word  is  given. 

j The  Militia.— In  many  parts  of  the  United  States  they  are  drafting 
( the  militia'— not  for  service,  but  to  ascertain  who  is  to  stay  at  home. 
(many  more  than  is  required  offering  themselves.  A part  of  the 
Buiiiua  of  North-Carolina  (taken  from  her  quota  of  100,000  men) 
nave  been  ordered  into  actual  service  for  the  defence  of  the  forti- 
fications on  the  sea-board.  The  general  appearance  of  the  mili- 
tary preparations  betokens  great  activity  in  the  government,  as 
Jwt-H  as  zeal  in  the  people.  It  is  stated,  unequivocally,  that  the 
(president  says,  he  is  ready  for  war. 

A volcano'  has  broken  out  in  the  island  of  St.  Vincents.  An  ac- 
count of  it  is  in  t’,  pe,  but  excluded  for  want  of  room— as  are 
.several  other  articles. 

Bank  of  America.— The  act  of  the  legislature  of  New- York,  in- 
corporating the  Bank  of  America,  has  received  the  sanction  of  the 
council  of  revision,  and  become  a law.  The  votes  in  the  council 
are  given  as  follows— for  the  bank,  the  chancellor, and  judges  Kent, 
Thompson  and  Van  Ness  ; against  it,  the  governor,  and  judges 


Spencer  and  Yates.  The  directors  named  in  the  bill  have  had  a 
meeting  and  organized  the  institution,  having  elected  Oliver  Wol- 
Esq.  president,  and  Jonathan  Burrell,Esq.  (late  cashier  of  the 
red  States’  branch  bank)  for  their  cashier. 


meet 
colt. 

United 

Ncrc-Hamfishire. — As  was  expected,  there  was  no  choice  of  a go- 
vernor by  the  people  of  this  state  at  the  late  election  The  legis- 

lature convened  a few  days  since,  and  elected  JVtUiam  Flumcr,  Esq. 
governor,  by  a majority  of  22  votes.  Thus  all  the  branches  of  the 
government  of  thus  state  are  republican. 

. The  American  brig  Pleiades,  fr#m  Belfast  for  New- York,  with 
passengers,  has  been  CAPTURED  by  the  British  and  sent  into  Hal- 
ifax. IE  hat.  docs  this  mean  : 

An  attack  on  Vincennes  by  the  Indians,  was  expected,  at  the 
date  of  our  last  accounts  from  the  westward. 


scene  of  hellish  barbarity.  The  murder  of  Mr.  Man- 
ly’s and  Mr.  Crawley’s  family  on  the  22d  inst. 

Immediately  after  the  acts  of  hostility  by  Indians, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  frontiers  of  Humphreys  coun- 
ty, thought  it  necessary  for  personal  security,  that 
two  or  three  families  should  live  together. — For 
this  purpose,  John  Crawley  and  his  unfortunate 
family  had  gone  to  the  house  of  Jesse  Manly.  The 
family  of  Crawley  consisted  of  a wife  and  four  chil- 
dren, Manly’s  of  a wife  and  three  children.  The  even- 
ing before  the  tragical  event  Manly  and  Crawley  were 
both  called  from  home,  taking  Crawley’s  eldest  son 
with  them.  They  had  employed  C.  H ys,  a promis- 
ing }'oung  man,  to  stay  with  their  families  until 
their  return.  Early  next  morning  he  had  geared 
his  horse,  and  had  proceeded  about  one  hundred 
yards  from  the  house,  when  the  Indians,  who  were 
concealed  behind  the  fence,  fired  upon  him.  lie 
received  two  mortal  wounds.  Whilst  one  of  the 
Indians  was  scalping  him,  the  other  four  ran  into 
the  house.  They  found  one  of  Manley’s  children 
on  the  outside  of  it,  whom  they  tore  to  pieces 
with  their  dogs  and  scalped. 

With  savage  fury  they  now  forced  the  door,  and 
commenced  a scene  of  still  greater  barbarity.  They 
snatched  Mrs.  Manly’s  child,  only  eight  days  old, 
from  her,  scalped  it  and  threw  it  into  the  fire  place, 
yelling  at  a horrid  rate.  An  indiscriminate  butch- 
ery of  the  children  now  took  place  before  their  mo- 
thers ; five  children  were  scalped  and  murdered, 
they  keeping  Mrs.  Manly  as  the  last  victim 
of  their  cruelty.  After  shooting  her,  they  scalp- 
ed her,  and  committed  unheard  of  cruelties  on  her 
body.  They  then  left  the  house,  taking  Mrs. 
Crawley  along  as  prisoner.  About  four  hours  af- 
ter the  Indians  were  gone,  the  neighbours  got  in- 
formation of  the  murder,  and  collected  to  the  num- 
ber offive  or  six  at  the  house;  they  found  Mrs. 
Manly  alive  and  in  her  perfect  senses.  Amidst 
this  carnage  one  of  Mrs.  Crawley’s  children  esca- 
ped unhurt ; when  they  attacked  the  house  she 
had  the  presence  of  mind  to  ra'se  a puncheon  of  the 
floor,  and  throw  her  child  into  the  cellar. 

Mrs.  Manly  is,siil!  living,  and  great  hopes  are  en- 
tertained of  her  recover}'. 

The  army  encamped  within  four  miles  of  Tennes- 
see river  on  Saturday  evening,  and  they  will  cross 
on  Sunday  morning;  the  murder  has  fired  their 
minds  for  revenge. 

Francis  Smith,  who  resided  near  the  Tennessee 
river  has  been  apprehended  for  a supposed  con- 
nection with  the  Indians — his  case  is  black. 

[We  fear  to  commit  our  feelings  to  paper,  on 
reading  the  above.  It  is  but  a type  of  what  is  trans- 
acting in  many  parts  of  our  frontier.  Our  opinion 
as  Ev  the  cause  of  these  horrible  murders  has  been 
fre*  ntiy  expressed.  It  arises  from  our  good 
friend,  at  Amherstburg  and  Malden  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada. We  trust  that  general  Hull  will  soon  break 
up  those  nests  of  accursed  assassins,  by  an  open 
and  honorable  war.  Then  shall  the  wretched  In- 
dian pay  the  forfeit  of  his  inhuman  folly  in  listen- 
ing to  the  advice  of  lord  Dorchester  and  his  suc- 
cessors.] , Ed.  Reg. 


Indian  Murders. 

FROM  THE  TENNESSEE  HERALD,  EXTRA. 

We  hasten  to  lay  before  the  public  the  circum- 
tance  of  the  late  inhuman  murders  committed  on 
the  Tennessee  river.  We  have  frequently  seen  and 
heard  Indian  cruel  tv  and  barbarity  described:  this 
beggars  all  description!  Language  cannot  portray, 
noi  imagination  secretly  conceive  this  unequalled 


tty5  The  public,  papers,  which  have  excluded  almost  everything 
else  from  cue  pages  this  week,  will  excite  move  than  ordinary  at- 
tention at  this  eventful  period  ; and  we  have  made  considerable  ex- 
ertion to  lay  before  our  readers  the  whole  [those  of  a confidential 
nature  excepted]  that  have  yet  been  presented  to  congress  ; thus 
anticipating  all  the  usual  channels  by  which  such  documents  are 
conveyed  to  the  people,  except  through  the  National  Intclhgeurer 
—exciting  an  interest  lor  the  present,  vyhilc  we  make  a record  for 
the  future.  In  these  momentous  times— times  that  will  often  he 
referred  to,  we  shall  carefully  attend  to  such  matters.  Congress 
| will  not  he  in  session  much  longer,  and  room  will  lie  afforded  ior  a 
large  quantity  of  miscellaneous  or  symmer  reading. 
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. Lord  Cmtkreagh  repeated^ that  ministers  vet-e  not  acquainted  of 
the  mission  tuning  been  undertaken,  until  it  hud  been  unmmlted. 
it  was  a strong  i>roof  that  sir  .).  Craig  bud  onlv  eiupkycd  Mr.  Her, - 
ry  tor  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  probability  of  the  eastern 
states  assisting  in  an  attack  upon  Canada,  that  when  apj*emaneei 
ol'  a hostile  nature iJnd  vanished,  he  was  recalled. 

Mr.  Whitbread  expressed  an  inclination  to  move  that  the  papers 
should  be  laid  before  the  house  ; but  it  being  suggested  that  a no* 
lice  would  be  convenient,  he  fixed  it  for  to-morrow,  observing  that 
fie  should  withdraw  ii  jf  other  business'  of  more  immediate  impojr- 
tance  were  in  contemplation. 

Mr.  Ponsonby,  referring  to  the  correspondence ’which  Mr.  VJTJilt- 
hread  liad  adverted  to,  enquired  whether  ministers  bad  received 
o sir  J.  Craig  a copy  of  a letter  purporting  to  l>e  signed 
Mr.  Ryiand,  and  directing  captain  Henry  to  employ  a cypher,  with 
which  he  would  be  provided  in  his  correspondence* 

Lord  Castlercagh  answered,  tfiat  upon  examining  the  inclosures 
in  tlie  despatches  of  sir  James  Cnug,  he  did  not  find  the  tetter 
alluded  to. 

ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

House  of  Commons,  April  28.-*-Lord  Stanley,  after  a review  of 
the  disastrous  effects  of  the  orders  in  council  on  every  part  of 
the  empire,  moved,  that  the  petitions  from  Birmingham,  •ke.  &c. 
against  them,  should  be  referred  to  a committee  of  the  w hole  house 
to  sit  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rose  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  the  time  was  come 
when  the  subject  could  be  fully  discussed.  He  then  went  into  an 
able  and  minute  investigation  umd  exposition  of  the  whole  subject 
of  the  orders,  and  concluded  by  declaring,  that  he  should  deplore 
their  repeal ; but  as  some  enquiry  was  necessary7  to  satisfy  the  pub- 
lic mind,  he  should  not  object  to  the  motion. 

Messrs.  Baring  and  Broughinan  both  condemned  the  policy  of 
the  orders,  particularly  as  they  affected  the  relations  w ith  Ameri- 
ca ; and  were  replied  to  by  lord  Oastlereagh  and  Mr.  Stephen. 

Lord  Stanley  inquired,  if,  in  case  the  enquiry  should  shew 
that  the  orders  in  council  were  a principal  cause  of  the  present 
pressure,  ministers  Would  refuse  to  rescind  them  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  (-Mr.  IVteival)  said,  even  if  it 
should  appear  that  a great  part  of  the  temporary  pressure,  for  this 
single  year  was  to  be  attributable  to  the  orders  m council ; vet,  if 
it  were  found  that  there  were  other  concurrent  causes, -and  that 
the  pressure  was  merely  temporary,  he  could  nut  say  that  he  could 
pledge  himself  to  abandon  Uicm. 

The  motion  was  uuammou  sly  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  were 
ordered  to  sit  from  day -today. 

CATHOLIC  QUESTION* 

The  great  question  on  this  subject  Has  been  decided  against  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics,  in  both  hous'd-  of  parliament.  In  the 
house  of  lords,  April  22,  lord  Dtmotighmbre  moved  that  a com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  report  on  tlie  eepedk-ncy  of  repealing  the 
restrictive  laws  still  in  force  against  his  majesty's  Roman  Catudiic 
subjects.  A long  debate  follow  ed.  It  was  opposed  by  ministers 
is  big  with  danger  to  the  Protestant  constitution.  On  the  ques- 
tion, the  votes  were.  Contents  (for  tlie  motion)  102.  Non-Contents 
174— majority  72.  In  the  house  of  commons,  April  24,  after  two 
days  debate,  on  a motion  of  Mr.  Grattan,  “ that  the  house  in  com- 
mit: t-  e consider  the  state  of  the  laws  imposing  civil  disabilities  on 
our  Roman  catholic  subjects,”  tiie  question  was  decided — for  the 
motion  215  ; against  it  300— majority  85. 

* From  the  London  Statesman  of  Apoil  2?. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  allusion  made,  last  night,  in  both  houses  of- 
parliament,  to  the  message  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  the  documents 
accompanying  it,  laid  before  the  congress  of  the  United  States, that 
the  base  attempt  to  subvert  the  government  of  that  country,  by- 
exciting  a rebellion  amongst  the  American  people,  was  neither 
attempted  to  be  denied  or  excused  by  ministers.— But  said  lord  Li- 
verpool, “ I solemnly  disclaim,  for  myself  and  tor  bis  majesty’s  go- 
vernment, any  intention  whatever  of  fomenting  disturbances  in 
these  states.  As  to  the  employment  of  any  individual,  it  seas  en- 
tirely unauthorised  by  me,  and  even  without  my  kntnvtcdgc.  Go- 
vernment did  not  even  know  that  captai®  Henry  was  employed 
until  after  his  return  to  Quebec.”  Now,  supposing  every  word 
which  lord  Liverpool  uttered  to  be  true,  we  would  ask,  why  sir 
lames  Craig,  on  whose  shoulders  ministers  now  wish  to  throw  the 
bin  me  of  tins  perfidious  transaction,  has  not  only  been  permitted 
hit  herto  to  go  at  large  unimpeached,  but  lias  actually  bvenpromoted 
in  our  service?  Does  not  this  conduct  show,  on  the  part  of  our 
goi'ernment,  that  they'  highly  aiprovc  «/  every  step  v:tdeh  thui  ge- 
neral took  to  overturn  the  constitution  of  the  Ain&iran  states?  Ii  ;s 
impossible  to  doubt  it ; arid,  therefore  whatever  solemn  pro  test  i- 
’v»,.  . , , „ tions- ministers  may  now  make  to  the  eputrery.  they  must  m-itcld 

ah.  hit  bread  read  a paragraph  from  a letter  from  sir  James  as  implicated  in  this  abominable  aihur— as  thus.-  immidunls  or.fr 
, uav/’  Velatiug  to  the  probability  of  a who  arc  responsible  to  tlie  nation  which  they  have  so  grossly  in- 
‘ produced,  aiiii  enquired  whether  it  was  transmit-  suited,  and  on  whose  heads  ought  to  fill  that  just  r<  tnbmion  tor 

tea  ovine  governor  oi  Catuth,  gbd  what  steps  minis  .-  Lad  taken ! the  crime  which  they  have  committed.  But  if  such  -arc  the  ecu- 
upon  ns  receipt:  we  are  entitled  tv  draw  fi-oa>  thji' Haive  state  of  i» 

Y ol.  a.  ' 


Imperial  Parliament. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS— April  28,  1812. 

American  president's  message  to  congress. 

Lord  Holland  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  noble  secretary 
fiord  Liverpool)  to  a minor  which  had  generally-' prevailed  respect- 
ing a state  intrigue,  charged  against  the  government  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  published  speech  of  the  president  ,«f  the  United 
Status  of  America  to  the  congress.  The  report,  indeed,  was  such 
as  he  could  by  no  means  give  credit  to;  it  stilled  the  detection  of 
a conspiracy"  said  to  have  been  framed  and  acted  upon  by  tlie 

government  of  Great  Britain  for  the  disunion  of  the  American  from^ir  J.  Craig  a copy  of  a letter  purporting  to  be  signed  by 
states.  He  had  no  motion  to  make  on  the  occasion.  Herepeated, 
that  the  charge  alluded  to  was  such  a one  as  he  could  not  bring 
himself  to  give  any  credit  to;  bat  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
cull  upon  the  noble  secretary  opposite,  for  duriutl  and  explicit 
information. 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  felt  no  hesitation  to  assure  the  noble 
baron,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  of  those  nolle  and  honorable  per- 
sons with  whom  he  acted,  that  .they  utterly  disclaimed  not  only- 
having  given  any  authority, but  the  possessing  the  least  knowledge 
of  «i ny  project  or  intention  to  disunite,  separate,  or  alienate 
any  of  the  American  states.  With  regard  to  the  individual  who 
had  been  named  as  the  agent  of  such  a design,  he  could  only  say, 
that  whatever  he  might  have  done,  he  had  no  authority,  warrant 
or  instruction  for  his  purpose  from  his  majesty's  government. 

Lord  Holland , was  gted  to  hear  the  disavowal  made  by  the  noble 
secretary,  yet  he  could  not  help  expressing  a desire  to  be  more 
minutely  and  satisfactorily  informed,  and  he  wished  to  know, 
whether  the  pt-rso*  mentioned  (it  was  useless  to  conceal  Ins  name) 
a captain  Henry,  was  employed  at  all  by  government,  and  if  so 
employed,  he  next  would  ask  what  that  employment  was? 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  replied,  that  Mr.  Henry  was  never  authoris- 
ed by  his  majesty’s  government  in  any  capacity  whatever;  that 
he  had, it  appeared,  been  employed  by  sir  James  Craig  to  obtain  some 
information  respecting  the  disposition  of  some  of  the  American 
states,  with  regard  to  their  amity  or  hostility  towards  Great  Bri- 
tain ; but  that  until  his  return  to  Quebec,  not  even  his  name  had 
been  known  to  any  of  his  majesty’s  government. 

Lord  Holland  subjoined  a few  wurtls,  which  we  could  not  distinct- 
ly hear. 

AMERICA.— —Lord  Holland  again  adverted  to  Mr.  Henry 
correspondence  with  sir  Jamt'3  Craig,  and  enquired  whether 
the  noble  lord  (Liverpool)  intended  to  jay  it  officially  before  tlie 
house.  The  correspondence  authorised  Henry  to  produce  cer- 
tain papers  to  certain  individuals  who  might  feel  inclined  to  se- 
parate the  eastern  country  from  the  western,  under  the  authority 
of  this  government ; and  it  was  of  such  nature,  that  it  involved 
the  honor  and  character  of  the  country.  If  the  noble  secretary 
declined  biying  before  them  the  co;respondence,  lie*  (lord  H.)  should 
move  for  it  on  Friday  next. 

Lord  Liverpool  felt  satisfied,  that  when  the  matter  shall  come  to 
he  known,  a very  different  construction  would  be  put  on  it  than 
had  been  given  by  the  noble  lord  (Holland.) 

Lord  Holland  expressed  his  resolution  to  persevere,  since  lord 
Liverpool  had  declined  to  answer  his  enquiry. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  before  the  question  was  put,  begged  to  ask  of  the 
noble  lord  (Castkreagh)  a question  relative  to  certain  official  do- 
cuments from  America,  published  tins  afternoon.  He  alluded  to 
sl  message  from  Mr.  President  Madison,  which  was  accompanied 
by  various  letters  from  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  sir  James  Craig,  and 
a Mr.  Hemy,  the  latter  of  whom,dt  appeared,  had  been  employed 
to  promote  dissemiort  in  Massachusetts,  and  if  possible  to  produce 
a separation  of  the  eastern  states  from  the  union.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  tjiis  correspondence  w as  or  was  not  authentic  ? 

Lord  Castlerccgh  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  what  had  been  very  unfairly  brought  forward 
by  the  American  government.  H<*  begged  most  distinctly  and 
peremptorily  on  behalf  of  ti/e  British  ministry,  to  assert,  that  it 
never  entered  into  their  contemplation  to  encourage  any  disposition 
to  produce  the  separation  of  any  part  of  the  states  from  the  union, 
nor  had  they  ever  acted  upon  a system  of  policy  of  that  descrip- 
tion. xt  was  certainly  consistent  with  the  fact,  that  captain  Henry 
had  been  employed  by  sir  James  Craig,  but  without  the  privity  of 
government,  who  never  heard  of  it  until  the  governor  of'  Canada 
informed  them  ofhis  recall,  in  consequence  of  the  fears  of  menaced 
hostility  htjjng  removed.'  The  object  of  sir  James  Craig  was 
merely  to.  ascertain  tlie  temper  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern 
districts  with  a view  to  theatuck  which  he  had  reason  to  believe 
v as  meditated  upon  tlie  province,  at  the  head  of  which  he  had  been 
placed. 
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what  are  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  to  think  ; nay, 
tin-  -lUtiiiei/t,  tlie  whole  universe,  to  say,  if  we  shall  be 
a.d-  to  prove  by  the  most  undeniable  evidence,  that  ministers  not 
o..ly  knew  of  the  employment  of  captain  Henry  before  la-  was  en- 
gng.d  in  the  iniquitous  mission,  but  tliat  lord" Liverpool  liimseif 
afterwards  actually  and  unreservedly  approved  of  it?  That  we- 
ave aide  lodo  tins  we  fi.-J  little  difficult  y,  even  with  the  few  docu- 
ments which  are.  now  before  the  public.  It  appears  that  captain 
Ho  try  was  fn.ployed.br  sir  James  Craig,  in  1808,  to  ascertain  the 
Stitt  of  parti:  - a:  i their  political  views,  in  the  United  States.  The 
correspondence  which  passed  at  this  time  between  sir  Janas  Craig 
aittl  the  captain,  was  transmitted  by  the  form  jr  to  the  British  mi- 
nister. 1 his  is  proved  by  the  following  extract  of  a letter,  dated 
28th  of  June  last,  written  by  Mr.  Feel,  lord  Liverpool’s  secretary, 
to  Henry  .iiin'isdfj  who  was  the.-i  in  London  “ His  lordship  has 
• directed  m.  to  acquaint  yon,  tlmt  he  lias  referred  to  tin  corres- 
pondence in  this  office  of  the  year  1808,  and  finds  two  letters  from- 
sir  Jafoes  Craig',  dated  10th  April  and  5th  May,  transmitting  the 
correspond.  ;:c  r thaHias  passed  during  your  residence  in  the  north- 
>er  > states  of  America,  and  expressing  ids  confidence  in  your  ability 
an  ! judgment.”  Here  then  is  direct  proof,  that  the  attempts  made 
in  1808,  by  captain  Henry,  at  the  instigation  of  the  governor-gene- 
ral of  Canada,  to  excitt.  commotion,-  in  the  United  States,  were 
well  known  to  ministers  at  that  period.  Circumstances  having 
rendered  ;*  probable,  in  the  year  1809,  that  something  further 
might  be  done  to  promote  this  very  honorable  cause,  sir  James 
Craig  appears  to  have  had  some  further  communication  with  the 
pres,  et  ministers  or -the  subject,  ami  again  to  have  recommended 
ca,  tain  Henry  as  a fit  person  to  carry  their  views  into  effect.  The 
rtsuit  of  this  was,  that  sir  James  directed  his  .secretary  to  write 
captain  Henry,  on  the  2otls  January  ISO?,  as  follows  The  infor- 
mal! on  a, id  political  observations  heretofore-  received  from  you, 
■were  transmitted  by  ids  excellency  to  the  secretary  of  state  who  has 
expressed  his  particular  approbation  of  them,  and  there  is  no  doubt' 
that  yeer  -hie  execution  of  such  a mission,  as  I have  above  suggest- 
ed, wot. id  give  you  a claim  not  only  on  tile  governor-general,  but  on 
his  majesty's  ministers,  which  might  eventually  contribute  to  your 
advantage.”  Who  can  doubt,  after  reading  this,  that  all  his  majesty’s 
ministers,  and  particularly  lord  Liverpool,  then  seen  tary  of  state, 
were  folly  acquainted  with  ti  emission  olVapt., Henry,  and  that  they 
actually  instructed  sir  James  Craig  to  hold  out  to  him  a reward  for 
Ins  services?  Bui  the  matter  does  not  rest.  here.  After  captain 
Henry  arrived  in  London,  and  submitted  his  claims  for  remunera- 
tion to  iortl  Lie,  rpu  d,  his  lordship  in  the  above  letter  w hich  he  di- 
rected his  secretary,  Mr.  Peel,  to  write,  expressly  recognises  the 
services  of  the  captain.  He  speaks  of  the  “ ability  and  success” 
with  w hich  he  executed  the  mission,  and  states, _th.it  “ he  is  con- 
vinced the  public  s m ice  will  b<  benefitled”  by  his  active  employ- 
ipentin  apuone.  situation.  In  another  letter,  in  the  hand  writing 
aflcrJ  Liverpool,  addressed  to  sir  George  Prevost,  now  governor*- 
ge.-.-val  of  Canada,  on  the  i<5t:>.  of  September  last,  ne  says — “I  now 
ffi'.d  tir-  assurance  which  ! have  given  of  stating  to  you  my  oA>i- 
rdou'  of  the  apt  it; ;/  a»dp  lodgment  wi  d eh  Mix  Henry  has  manifested 
ohtht:  occasions  mentioned  in  the  memorial,  and  of  tiie  benefit  the 
pu'dioica  vice  might  derive  from  his  active  employment  in  any  pub- 
li ' siiuatiou  in  w hich  you  should  think  proper  to  place  him.”  Here. 
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■.Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

Friday.  June  5,  1812. 

At  hi  o'clock.  agreeably  to  assignment,  his  excellency  the  gover- 
nor ■■ .1..-  in,  and  delivered  the  following  speech  : * 

Gc  'ihrtcn  of  the  senate,  and 

Gctiilvnutn  of  ihc  house  of  representatives , 

Ay  have  not  l>een  engaged  in  the  public  business  of  the  state 
for  tin-  last  f.ye  years,. and  had  no  expectation  that  I should  again 
take  a part  in  administering  the  .government  ; i.  have  paid  j,o 
other  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  legislature,  or  any  public 
transactions,  than  mv  duty  as  a private  citizen  required.  I am, 
tin  mbri,  unable  to  lay  before  you  the  state  of  our  affairs  ; or  to 
suggest'  for  your  consideration  those  objects  of  particular  interest 
yliitli  in  other  circumstances  might  have  occurred  to  me.  But  I 
have  no  reason  to  regv.  t this  inability ; several  of  you,  gentlemen, 
in  each  house,  ha-  .;  been  many  y nrs -mnloyed  in  Hie  government, 
and  wdi  readily  discern  w hat  measures  are  necessary  for  the  geni- 
tal good. 

fiat  though  1 have  no  particular  knowledge  of  the  late  legisla- 
tive proceedings,  it  is  impossible  for  any  member  of  the  state  to 
he  ignorant  lluii  a spirit  of  division  has*  existed  for  several  years, 
a'.d  lias  become  so  prevalent,  as  to  diminish  individual  liappi ins- 
ane eivdaiig;  r tin  tranquility  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  opinions  of  men  are  as  various  as  their  M atures,  and  there 
*s  iviieriVilyuo  more  cause  of  complaint  in  the  one  case "than  in  foe 
otb  r.  This  difference  of  opinion  would  happen  if  all  were  fur- 
nish, d with  the  same  evidence  i but  on  msmy  political  subject-,  th; 
tvifei.ee  otnv.dto  different  persons  is  not.  onlv  diverse,  hut  oppo- 
site ; it  would  he  vuin  asonaole,  therefore,  to  expect  that  all  should 
think  alike,  If  our  information  is  wholly  derived  from  on-  source. 


and  that  happens  to  be  a partial  one,  our  opinions  may  be  honest 
though  it  is  hardly  possible  they  should  be  correct.  * 

In  some  cases  this  diversity  of  sentiment  may  promote  the  pro- 
gress of  truth.  At  least,  it  may  teach  us  habitually  to  practise  that 
mutual  forbearance  without  which  society  could  not  exist  : but 
the  danger  arises  from  the  warmth  and  eagerness  w ith  w Inch  politi- 
cal disputes  art.  conducted.  On  such  occasions  men  are  tempt  'd 
to  violate  the  rules  ol’ decency,  and  call  in  question  tho  rectitude 
of  others,  merely  because  of  a difference  in  judgment.  Such  of- 
fensive imputations  are  injurious  to  the  peace  of  the  state,  aud 
tlireateu  its  future  prosperity  ; for,  if  party  abuse  should  lx  come 
general  and  indiscriminate,  we  shall  lose  one  of  the  most  powerful 
motives  to  meritorious  conduct;  the  virtuous  ami  vicious  will  be 
placed  in  the  same  light,  and  men  with  unblemished  character  w ill 
w ish  to  have  as  little  concern  in  public  affairs  as  possible,  that  they 
may  preserve  their  reputations. 

When  parties  are  numerous,  the  individual  often  appears  to  be 
but  little  apprehensive  of  reproach : they  are  apt  to  think  that  the 
ruh  s of  candor  and  even  of  truth  may  be  dispensed  with,  in  pro- 
pagating their  political  opinions.  But  though  the  disgrace  of  oach 
iitciiv  ulual  may  be  lessened  when  it  is  shared  by  many  others,  his- 
| personal  guilt  is  the  same  as  if  he  w-as  the  only  offender  ; ami  the 
example  thus  furnished  by  associate  numbers,  must  have  a perui-- 
eious  influence  on  the  morals  of  the  whole  people. 

I Should  we  at  any  time  suffer  ourselves  to  be  influenced  by  a spi- 
rit of  party,  we  shall  be  in  danger  ot  sacrificing  the  public  good  to 
I our  own  attachments  ami  animosities  ; and  shall  be  incapable  of 
i discerning  the  use  tliat  may  be  made  of  our  own  precedent* 
against  ourselves.  We  may  establish  rules  by  which  w e shall  obtain 
a momentary!  ascendancy,  but  which  in  the  issue  will  prove  inju- 
rious to  our  own  interest,  as  w ell  as  to  the  peace  and  order  ot’  the 
state.  If  the  party  opposed  to  us  should  afterwards  prevail,  they 
will  be  tempted  to  retaliate  with  increased  severity,  in  hopes  of 
more  durable  possession  of  power.  But  it  is  vain  to  expect  that 
in  a free  government  the  predominance  of  a party  can  be  pres:  rv- 
ied  by  disingenuous  means;  or.  that  the  peace  of  the  community 
j can  be  maintained  under  retorted  injuries  and  provocations.  Such 
j iuj tines. vv ill  become  mote  oppressive,  and  the  provocations  more 
| aggravated,  the  oftener  they  happen,  and  if  persisted  in,  must  even- 
I tuaiiy  terminate  in  ruin. 

| These  animosities  have  also  a direct  tendency  to  weaken  the 
; state  and  render  us  incapable  of  s;  11-defence.  Within  a lew-  years 
| all  the  republics  in  Europe  have  become  a prey  to  military  force  ; 
j the,  people  were  divided  by  factions:  and  chose  who  thought 
; themselves  oppressed,  assisted  a foreign  pow  er  to  overwhelm,  both 
their  oppressors  and  themselves  in  one  common  ruin.  Their  forms 
; of  government  have  been  exchanged  for  despotism,  and  their  name* 

‘ are  blotted  out  from  the  list  of  nations. 

The  people  of  these  stages  seem  to  have  been  placed  by  provi- 
'dence  in  a situation  of  peculiar  safety.  Our  territory  is  sufficient- 
; ly  extensive  either  for  security  or  convenience.  We  are  remote 
j from  the  nations  of  Europe,  vviio  for  several  years  have  been  in- 
volved in  a fatal  and  extensive  war.  As  a commercial  people,  we 
! have  had  intercourse  with  all  of  them,  and  as  a neutral  nation, 
i must  have  experiteffin  such  mighty  conflicts  to  suffer  in  juries  lYoia 
leach.  If,  however,  the  merchant  finds  that  any  branch  of  trade  is 
| too  hazardous  to  he  pursued  with  advantage,  his  own  prudence  w iC 
j induce  him  to  relinquish  it.  But  I think  wo  can  have  no  reasona- 
ble motive,  to  join  in  this  ruinous  cotitest,  and  thus  imitate  those 
| princes  who  hazard  all  that  is  dear  to  their  subjects,  merely  todis- 
i play  their  spirit  or  gratify  their  revenge.  We  may  possibly  be  en- 
) gaged  hereafter  in  just  and  necessary  wars  of  sell-defence,  and  we 
i hope  never  to  be  engaged  in  any  other.  But  so  long  as  the  people 
j are  united  in  affection,  there  is  no  danger  that  any  foreign  power 
| w ill  think  of  reducing  us  to  their  dominion.  This  security  will 
be  diminished  in  tlie  same  proportion  as  the  violence  of  party  in- 
creases ; for  a state  with  ten  millions  of  men  may  be  "conquered 
as  easily  as  one  with  ten  thousand,  if  the  people  are  divided,  and 
one  ha’h'are  w illing  to  assist  in  subjugating  tlie  other.  Such  dispo- 
sitions, I presume,  are  not  any  where  cherished  at  the  present 
time  ; hut  if  the  spirit  of  discord  shall  increase  and  become  more 
exasperated,  we  may  hereafter  be  as  frantic  with  passion,  and  as 
blind  to  our  own  interest,  as  those  nations,  whose  governments  have 
been  subverted  by  the  violence  or  treachery' of  their  citizens. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  enumerate  all  the  mischiefs  that  How 

f ora  this  spirit  of  party. We  have  seen  that  it  alienates  the 

mi. ids  of  men  from  each  other,  and  has  a tendency  to  excite  the 
most  malevolent  passions.  History  will  inform  us,  that  when  un- 
der no  restraint,  it  produces  civil  wars,  and  terminates  in  the  des- 
truction of  freo  states.  These  considerations  have  been  suggested 
by  reflecting  men  of  all  parties : and  it  seems  to  be  the  duty  of  all, 
is  turns  tlieir  influence  ex  tends,  to  prevent  an  increase  of  the  evil. 

Nothing  is  of  more  importance  to  this  purpose,  than  a just  and 
impartial  administration  of  government.  The  principles  of  equity 
and  justice  are  the  fomsdntious  of  society  ; and  the  great  end  of 
government  is  to  provide  that  every'  citizen  shall  have,  his  right. 

- u:  if  in  making  and  executing  the  laws,  we  disregard  the  rules 
of  equal  justice  ; if  we  endeavor  to  elevate  one  portion  of  the 
community  and  depress  another,  we  lose  sight  of  the  object  for 
which  we  became  united,  and  render  every  principle  that  can  he 
employed  in  the  government  of  the  state,  of  no  effect,  except  fear, 
and  compulsion.  In  such  cases,  the  people  never  obey  but  with 
reluctance ; nor  shall  we  have  any  reason  to  complain  if  they  are 
intractable.  We  areas  much  bound  to  preserve  their  rights,  as 
they  to  oh  y the  laws:  and  until  their  spirits  are  broken,  they  will 
make  continual  efforts  to  recover  whht  belongs  to  them,  for  it  is 
not  in  tlie  nature  of  freemen  to  submit  without  complaint  to  un- 
equal regulations. 

Our  constitution  forbids  any  exclusive  pretensions  to  the  honors 
of  tlie  state  ; every  claSs  of  men  are  entitled  to  partake  of  tlie  same 
advantages,  and  have  an  equal  and  common  right ; if  this  right  is 
infringed,  we  may  be  sure  that  sentiments  of  discontent  and  aitf5 
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jnov.ty  will  prevail.  We  ought  indeed  to  select  persons  of  ability  i 
and  integrity,  for  public  employments;  but  if  we  make  it  a rule 
to  advance  only  our  political  friends,  we  shall  become  the  heads  of 


The  conquest  of  Canada,  the  only  point  in  which  she  is  assail" 
able,  would  afford  no  indemnification,  if  atchieved,  tor  the  losses 
to  which  ve  should  he  exposed  upon  our  unprotected  seaboard 


?puDiics,  tne  people  are  posse 

sovereign  power  ; and  legislators  and  magistrates  elected  by  them, 

are  bound  to  employ  their  authority  for  rbe  common  benefit. 

They  have  no  right  to  consider  the  power  deputed  to  them  as  their 
own  property  ; or  to  make  vacancies  or  appointments  for  selfish  or 
party  purposes.  Should  a contrary  rule  be  established, it  appears  to 
ice  that  political  fends  would  be  endless  and  implacable ; the  persons 
in  office  and  their  friends  and  retainers  would  employ  every  method 
to  prevent  any  changes  in  the  administration,  while  their  rivals 
would  be  equally  assiduous  and  eager  to  effect  a change.— From 
the  frequency  of  our  elections,  there  would  scarcely  beany  inter 
ruptiops  in  these  struggles ; and  the  longer  they  should  conti 

the  greater  would  be  their  violence.  . 

To  check  this  party  spirit,  and  promote  union  and  harmor.v  ini  Wi  cannot,  however,  but  hope,  that  gov  rmn.-nt,  Itavt 
the  public  councils,  and  among  our  f ilow-citir.cn;,  much  may  he  years  a system  of  restrictions,  which  has  proved  niefly* 
done  by  the  members  of  government,  as  >■>  -11  in  their  private  as  j spect  to  foreign  natio.  *,ai'd  ruinous  to  ours 


iKitioii  to  enforce  them,  and  Great  Britain  hating  announced  liar 
dtJibi  rate  purpose  of  making  Iter  uiik  r.s  in  council  commensurate 
with  those  decrees— we  are  impressed  with  a belief  that  a war  once 
begun, must  lie  continued  during  the  present  European  conflict, 
and  perhaps  abandoned  after  years  of  disasters  incident  to  all  wars, 
without  accomplishing  the  object  for  which  it  was  undertaken. 

We  forbear  to  present  to  the  considerate-!:  of  your  honorable 
body,  a detail  of  those  multiplied  evils  which  v.e  anticipate  in 
such  a conflict,  J<  vt  their  magnitude  and  variety  might  lie  consi- 
. tiered  as  calculated  to  depress  the  just  confidence ’of  .the  peo- 
*,  Jpleiit  the  national  spirit  and  ri  sources,  and  to  entourage  the  per. 
| severance  of  foreign  nations,  in  pretensions  hostile  to  our  rights. 

•g  tntu  for 
ctudl  in  re* 
jli  oi.ee  r.ioro 


public  capacity ; and  without  their  influence  and  example,  no  at- 1 restor-  us  to  our  commercial  pursuits  ; and,  .without  abandoning 
tempt  for  this  purpose  witl  be  likely  to  sueveed.  By  a course  of  just  claims  of  reparation,  wijj  enable  t;s  toaicl  in  those  preparations 
uniform. and  impartial  conduct  we  may  perhnps  convince  thepeo-j  which,  i,i  some  more  auspicious  period,  may  afford  the  capacity 


'pie,  that  our  attention  is  employed  for  the  bet. eftt  of  all  our  fallow 
citizens,  without  any  preference  of  one  part  to  another  ; that  we 
ar-  solicitous  to  establish  a just  proportion  in  their  burdens  and  ad- 
vantages ; that,  of  whatever  denomination  they  are,  we  will  listen  to 
tlieir  complaints  when  they  are  oppressed  by  the  officers,  or  injured 
by  the  measures  of  government;  or  when  the  laws  th  tnselv. 
operate  unjustly:  and  that  those  who  are  most  distinguished  for  abili- 
ties and  integrity,  and  the  merit  of  their  public  services,  will  he 
appointed  to  office,  without  political  favor  or  prejudice.  It  in 
this  way  we  shall  be  able  in  any  degree,  to  restrain  the  rage  of  party, 
our  successors  will  lie  encouraged  to  pursue  the  same  course. 

In  our  public  transactions  and  debates,  I presume  we  shall  cart 
fully  abstain  from  contemptuous  or  reproachful  expressions,  and 
whatever  has  a tendency  to  irritation  ; for  we  can  hardly  conceive 
how  much  evil  may  arise  to  the  community  from  circumstances  of 
this  kind,  which  at  other  periods  might  seem  too  inconsiderable  to 
be  regarded.  And  I hope  and  trust  that  in  our  intercourse  with 
each  other,  we  shall  exemplify  the  gentleness  of  manners,  the  can- 
dor, benevolence  and  condescension  which  are  the  ornaments 
Rt;d  bands  of  society,  and  which  tend  to  moderate  the  zeal  and  con- 
ciliate the  friendship  of  those  who  are  of  different  sentiments.  I 
am  the  more  confident  in  these  expectations,  as  w e hawr  only  to 
exercise  the  temper  of  that  religion  in  which  we  have  declared  our 
belief,  and  which  all  of  us  profess1  to  revere.  CAI-EB  STRONG 
Council  Chamber,  June  5, 1812. 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  congress  assembled , the  representatives  of  tlte  com - 
monwmlth  of  Massachusetts , beg  leave  respectfully  to  slate— 
That  presuming  the  respectful  expressions  of  the  public  senti- 
ment, from  any  portion  of  the  union  might  be  acceptable  to  con- 
gress in  the  present  critical  state  of  public  affairs,  they  trust  that 
a communication  to  your  honorable  body  of'  the  opinions  and  feel- 
ings of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth  ti|>on  the  momentous 
subject  of  a British  war,  will  not  be  construed  into  a disposition  to 
interfere  w ith  the  functions  of  the  national  government. 

It  is  withjdeep  regret,  and  with  such  emotions  as  the  love  of  coun- 
try should  inspire,  that  we  perceive  the  entire  failure  of  the  nego- 
ciations  instituted  by  the  national  government  with  a view  to  ob- 
tain from  the  belligerent  nations,  respect  for  our  neutral  right 
and  a revocation  of  edicts  which  operate  so  injuriously  upon  our 
lawful  commerce. 

In  the  present  unprecedented  posture  of  Europe,  we  are  firmly 
convinced,  that  an  imnidbse  majority  of  our  constituents  cannot 
be  reconciled  to  the  belief  that  an  offensive  war  with  Great  Britain 
k demanded  by  the  interests  or  honor  of  our  country. 

We  presume  not  to  enter  upon  a comparison  of  the  injuries 
sustained  by  our  commerce  from  the  respective  nations  at  war — 
nor  to  arraign  the  conduct  wThich  governent  has  seen  fit  to  adopt, 
in  order  to  obtain  redress.  It  would  be  foreign  to  our  present  pur- 
pose  to  enlarge  upon  the  duplicity  and  prevarication  exhibited  by 
France  in  all  her  negotiations,  which  aggravate  her  numerous  out- 
' rages— or  to  discuss  the  motives  alleged  by  Great  Britain  in  de- 
fence of  a s)  stem  of  retaliation  which  bears  with  a severe  pressure 
Upon  our  neutral  rights.  It  is  sufficient  that  every  consideration 
arising  from  good  policy,  and  from  the  duty  of  a nation  to  itself, 
forbids  us  to  plunge  into  a war  which  desolates  the  European  world 
—and  from  which  it  seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  the  Almighty 
providence  to  exempt  tts,  if  true,  to  ourselves,  by  placing  us  remote 
from  the  theatre  of  their  contentions. 

An  offensive  war  against  any  nation,  can  be  justified  only  by 
the  reasonable  motive  of  obtaining  reparation  for  past,  injuries,  or 
security  against  future  dangers  and  aggressions.  When,  therefore, 
fpeh  is  the  local  situation  and  relations  of  a country,  that  the  hope 
of  effecting  either  of  these  objects  is  precluded  by  an  overruling 
necessity,  its  honoris  not  stained  bv  yielding  to’  circumstances 
whi  ch  it  cannot  control— nor  is  the  reluctance  of  its  citizens  to  ex- 
pose themselves  in  such  case  to  the  certain  dangers  and  calamities 
of  war,  a reproach  upon  their  w ant  of  sensibility  to  injury,  their 
courage  or  patriotism. 

A war  with  Great  Britain  would  furnish  temptations  to  her  go- 
vernment to  sequest'-r  the  millions  belonging  to  our  citizens,  de- 
posited in  that  countrj  , and  an  opportunity  to  her  navy  and  cr, us- 
ers to  sweep  {he  Qoeun  of  the  remains  yf  pur  once'  fie  wish  wig 
jaSiQtqeree, 


vindicating  such  claims  with  a probability  of  success.  And 
we  can,  u pon  this  most,  solemn  occasion,  appeal  .to  the  Searcher  of 
hearts,  that  in  this  aj  plication  to  your  honorable  body,  we  are  in- 
fluenced by  no  party  considerations—  r.o  spirit  of  disaffection — no 
disposition  to  embarrass  the  proceedi  ngs  or  reproach  the  motives  of 
any  of  the  departments  of  government.  Ni  i trier  do  the  people  of 
Massachusetts,  unmindful  of  the  example  of  their  ancestors,  take 
council  from  fear-  But  in  .this  last  and  respectful  effort  in  behalf 
of  their  commercial  rights,  and  to  induce  the  national  government 
to  pause  and  rescue  tlieir  country  from  war,  they  are  impelled  by 
dictates  of  self-preservation,  by  their  attachment  to, the  union,  by 
a persuasion  of , the  invincible  and  growing  opposition  of  the  peo- 
ple to  these  measures,  aud  by  duty  to  themselves,  to  posterity, 
aud  to  God. 


Mr.  Randolph’s  Speech. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  29. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  rumors  to  which  he  could 
not  shut  his  ears  [of  an  intended  declaration  of  war 
on  Monday  next,  with  dosed  doors]  and  the  circum- 
stance which  had  just  passed  under  the  eye  of  the 
house  [alluding  to  a motion  to  adjourn]  impelled 
him  to  make  a Last  effort  to  rescue  the  country  from 
the  calamities  which,  he  feared,  were  impending 
over  it.  He  had  a proposition  to  submit,  the  deci- 
sion of  which  would  affect  vitally  the  best  interests 
of  the  nation.  He  conceived  himself  bound  to  bring 
it  forward.  He  did  not  feel  himself  a free  agent  in 
the  transaction.  He  would  endeavor  to  state  as  suc- 
cinctly as  he  could,  the  grounds  of  his  motion,  and 
he  humbly  asked  the  attention  of  every  man  whose 
mind  was  at  all  open  to  conviction — -of  .every  man  de- 
voted to  the  cause  of  this  country,  not  only  in  that 
house,  but  in  every  rank  and  condition  of  jiie, 
throughout  the  state. 

The  motion  which  he  was  about  to  offer  grew  oui 
of  certain  propositions,  whieh  he  pledged  himself  to 
prove;  nay,  without  an  abuse  of  the  term,  to  de- 
monstrate. 

The  first  of  these  propositions  was,  that  the  Rer- 
un and  Milan  decrees  were  not  only  not  repea  ed* 
hut  that  our  government  had  furnished  to  the  housg* 
md  to  the  world  Unequivocal  evidence  of  the  :a.ct 
The  difficulty  in  demonstrating  this  proposition 
trose  rather  from  his  embarrassment  in  selecting 
from  the  vast  mass  of  evidence  before  him,  than  irj 
any  deficiency  of  proof;  for  if  lie  were  to  use  itxx 
he  testimony  that  might  he  adduced,  he  feaied  hi* 
discourse  would  grow  to  a bulk  nut  inferior  to  the, 
volume  which  beheld  in  his  hand.  He  would  r«; 
fer  the  house  to  the  correspondence,  generally,  off 
Mr  Russell,  our  agent  at  Paris,  accompanying  tka 
president's  message  of  the  present  session.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  -chedule  of  American  vessels  taken  by 
French  privateers  since  the  first-  of  November,  1 SIQf 
[the  period  of  the  mpmivHhz  ¥i'mek<de-- 
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.trees]  : of  these  it  was  worthy  of  remark,  that"  the 
Robinsonova,  from  Norfolk  to  London,  with  tobac- 
co, cotton  and  staves  ; the  Mary  Ann, from  Charles 
ton  to  London,  with  cotton  and  rice  ; the  General 
Eaton,  from  London  to  Charleston,  in  ballast;  the 
Neptune,  from  London  to  Charleston,  also  in  bal- 
last ; the  Clio,  from  London  to  Philadelphia,  with 
English  manufactures  ; the  Zebra,  from  Boston  to 
Tarragona,  ( then  in  possession  of  the  Spaniuj'ds  ) with 
staves  ; all  coming  under  the  operation  of  the  French 
decrees,  and  seized  since  the  2d  of  November , 1810, 
had  not  been  restored  on  the  4 th  of  July  last:”  and 
that  the  only  two  vessels  named  in  that  schedule, 
which  had  been  restored:  viz,  the  Two  Brothers, 
from  Boston  to  St.  Malo,  and  the  Star,  from  Salem 
to  Naples  (the  one  a port  in  France,  the  other  vir- 
tually a French  port)  did  not  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  Indeed  the  only 
cases  relied  upon  by  Mr.  Monroe  to  prove  the  re 
peal  of  the  French  decrees,  are  those  of  the  Grace- 
Ann  Green,  and  the  New  Orleans  Packet.  On  the 
first  of  these  no  great  stress  is  laid— because  having 
been  captured  by  an  English  cruizer,  she  was  re 
taken  by  her  own  crew  and  carried  into  Marseilles, 
where  consequently  the  captors  became  French 
prisoners  of  war.  As  well  might  it  be  expected, 
that  in  case  of  war  between  the  United  States  and 
England,  our  privateers  carrying  their  prizes  into 
French  ports,  should  be  proceeded  against  under 
those  decrees.  It  was,  therefore,  on  the  case  of  the 
New-Orleans  Packet  that  the  principal  reliance  was 
placed,  to  shew  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  decrees. 
But  even  this  case  established,  beyond  the  possibi 
lity  of  doubt,  that  the  Milan  decrees  of  the  23d  No- 
vember, and  17th  December,  1807,  were  in  force 
subsequently  to  the  period  of  their  alleged  repeal. 
This  vessel  hearing  at  Gibraltar,  where  she  had 
disposed  of  a part  of  her  cargp,  of  the  letter  of  the 
duke  of  Cadore  of  the  5th  of  August,  1810,  sus- 
pended her  sales,  and  the  supercargo,  after  having 
consulted  with  Mr.  Hackley,  the  American  consul 
at  Cadiz,  determined,  on  the  faith  of  that  insidious 
letter,  to  proceed  with  the  remainder  of  his  cargo 
to  Bordeaux.  lie  took  the  precaution,  however,  to 
delay  his  voyage,  so  that  hs  might  not  arrive  in 
France  before  the  1st  of  November,  the  day  on 
which  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  to  cease 
to  operate. 

[Here  Mr.  R.  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Wright, 
who  said  there  was  no  motion  before  the  house. 
The  Speaker  overruled  Mr.  Wright’s  objection,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  declared  his  inten 
tion  to  make  a motion,  and  it  had  been  usual  to  per- 
mit prefatory  remarks.] 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  would  proceed  in  his  argu- 
ment without  deviating  to  the  right  or  to  the  left, 
and  he  would  endeavor  to  suppress  every  feeling 
which  the  question  was  so  well  calculated  to  excite. 

**  The  vessel  accordingly  arrived  in  ihe  Garonne 
jon-the  1 1th  of  November,  but  did  not  reach  Bor- 
deaux until  the  3d  of  December.  On  the  5th  of 
this  month,  the  director  of  the  customs  seized  the 
New  Orleans  Packet  and  her  cargo,  under  the  Mi 
iau  decrees  of  the  23d  November  and  17th  Decem- 
ber, 1807,  expressly  set  forth , for  having  come  from 
an  English  port,  and  having  been  visited  by  a Bri- 
tish ship  of  war.”  Thus  this  vessel  having  vohin 
tarily  entered  a French  port  on.  the  faith  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  decrees,  was  seized  under  them.  "These 
facts,”  continues  Mr.  Russell,  "having  been  stated 
to  me  by  the  supercargo,  or  the  American  vice-con- 
sul at  Bor  deaux,  and  the  principal  one,  that  ofthe 
seizure  under  the  Milan  decrees,  being  established 
by  the  proces  verbal , put  into  my  hands  by  one  ot 


the  consignees  of  the  cargo,  I conceived  it  to  be  Thy 
duly  not  to  suffer  the  transaction  to  pass  unnotic- 
ed.” This  proces  verbal  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  the  libel  in  the  admiralty  court,  drawn  by  the 
law  officer  ofthe  French  government,  agreeably  to 
the  law  of  the  empire.  What  should  we  say  to  a 
libel  of  a vessel  by  the  district  attorney  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  or  her  seizure  by  the  custom-house  offi- 
cers', under  an  act  of  congress  which  had  been  re- 
pealed ? The  whole  of  this  correspondence  proves 
unequivocally,  that  neither  the  custom-house  offi- 
cers, the  courts  of  law,  nor  the  French  cruizers, 
not  even  the  public  ships  of  war  had  ever  received 
notice  from  their  government  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees.  This  last  fact  is  further 
substantiated  by  the  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Barlow 
to  the  duke  ofBassano  ofthe  12th  of  March,  1812, 
in  the  case  of  the  " vessels  captured  and  burntby  his 
imperial  and  royal  majesty’s  ships  Madusa  and 
Nymph.”  It  should  be  recollected  that  all  the  de- 
crees of  the  French  emperor  are  given  strictly  in 
charge  to  certain  public  functionaries,  who  are  di- 
reeted  to  put  them  in  force.  The  only  authorities 
to  whom  the  repeal  of  these  decrees  was  to  be  a rule 
of  action,  the  cruizers,  courts  and  offices  of  the 
customs  remained  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  fact. 
It  is  to  be  found  no  where  but  in  the  proclamation 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  of  the  2d  No- 
vember, 1810.  " To  have  waited  for  the  receipt  of 

this  proclamation  (says  Mr.  Russell)  in  order  to 
make  use  of  it  for  the  liberation  of  the  New  Orleans 
Packet,  appeared  to  me  a preposterous  and  unwor- 
thy course  of  proceeding  ; and  to  be  nothing  better 
than  absurdly  duxUbascly  employing  the  declaration 
of  the  president,  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 
had  been  revoked,  as  the  means  of  obtaining  their 
revocation.”  They  were  then  not  revoked,  d!* sure- 
ly our  minister  would  not  stand  in  need  of  any  means 
for  obtaining  their  revocation'.  Proofs  multiply  on 
proofs. 

, " The  custom-house  officers  of  Bordeaux  com- 
menced unlading  the  New-Orleans  Packet  on  the 
10th  December,  and  completed  that  work  on  the 
20th,  as  appears  by  their  proces  verbal  of  those  dates. 
That  of  the  20th,  expressly  declares  that  the  pro- 
perty was  to  be  pursued  before  the  imperial  council 
of  prizes”  [the  court  of  admiralty]  " at  Paris,  ac- 
cording to  the  decrees  of  the  23d  November,  and 
17th  December,  1806,  or  in  other  words,  under  the 
decrees  of  Milan.”  Mr.  Russell’s  remonstrance  was 
submited  to  the  council  of  commerce , and  blither 
proceedings  against  the  New-Orleans  Packet  sus- 
pended. " The  papers  were  not  transmitted  to  the 
council  of  prizes,  nor  a prosecution  instituted  before 
that  tribunal ; which  proves  only  that  the  prosecu- 
tion at  law  was  suspended,  not  that  the  laws  were 
repealed — “ and  the  vessel  and  cargo  on  the  9th  of 
January,  were  placed  at  the  disposition  ofthe  con- 
signees, on  giving  bond  to  pay  the  estimated  amount, 
should  it  definitely  be  decided  that  a confiscation 
should  take  place.”  Recollect  that  this  vessel  vo- 
luntarily entered  a French  port  on  the  faith  of  the 
repeal  of  those  decrees.  She  is  seized  and  libelled 
under  them,  but  after  great  exertion  on  the  part  of 
the  American  minister,  heobtains  from  the  French 
government — what?  Proof  of  the  bona  fide  revo- 
cation of  the  decrees  ? Nothing  like  it.  A discharge 
of  the  vessel  ? Not  at  all — the  bond  represents  her 
— she  stands  pledged  in  her  full  value  in  case  she 
should  be  found  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
law  ; and  vet  we  rhust  believe  the  law  to  be  repeal- 
ed ! What  sort  of  a release  is  this  ? Mr.  Russell 
makes  a merit  of  having  “ rescued  this  property 
from  the  seizure  with  which  it  has  been  visited”— 
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that  is,  rescued  it  from  a court  of  justice  ; and  of  intercourse  with  France,  “ replied  that  no  such 
“ having  placed  it  in  a situation  more  favorable  than  j communication  would  be  made  at  Paris,  but  that 
that  of  muni)  other  vessels  and  cargoes  which  conti-  Mr.  Serrurier  would  be  fully  instructed  on  this 
nued  in  a kind  of  mortemain,  by  the  suspension  o head.”  The  house  would  recollect  how  much  had 
all  proceedings  in  regard  to  them.”  And  this  letter  jbeen  expected  from  Mr.  Serrnrieron  his  arrival,  and 
and  case  is  adduced  as  proof  of  the  repeal  of  the  how  much  had  been  obtained.  An  ex-secretary  of 

state  even  had  the  temerity  to  charge  the  president 


Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  on  the  1st  of  Novem 
ber,  1810  ! 

It  is  true  that  in  a postscript  dated  the  5th  of 
July  (a  month  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  let 
ter  to  which  it  is  appended,  and  seven  months  after 
his  remonstrance  to  the  French  government)  Mr. 
Russell  states  that  orders  had  been  given  to  cancel 
the  bond  in  question.  But  surely  this  is  no  proof 
of  the  revocation  of  the  decrees  Let  us  see  what 
he  says  on  the  15th  of  that  month.  “ \lthough  1 
was  fully  impressed  with  the  importance  of  an  early 
decision  in  favor  of  the  captured  vessels,  none  of 
which  had  been  included  in  the  list  above  men- 
tioned”— [“  of  sixteen  American  vessels  whose  car 
goes  had  been  admitted  by  order  of  the  emperor-—” 
probably  under  licence]  yet  I deemed  it  proper  to 
wait  for  a few  days,  before  I made  an  application 
on  the  subject.  On  the  11th,  however,  having 
learnt  at  the  council  of  prizes,  that  no  new  order 
had  been  received  there” — (that  on  the  11th  July 
1811,  the  French  admiralty  court  had  ng  notice  of 
the  repeal  of  the  decrees)  “I  judged  it  to  be  my  du- 
ty no  longer  to  remain  silent,  I therefore,  oh  that 
day  addressed  to  the  duke  of  Bassano  my  note, 
with  a list  of  American  vessels  captured  since  the 
first  of  November,  On  the  15th,  i learnt  that  he 
had  laid  this  note  with  a general  report,  before  the 
emperor,  but  that  his  majesty  declined  making  any 
decision  with  regard  to  it  before  it  had  been  sub 
mitted  to  a council  of  commerce.” 

The  house  would  take  into  consideration  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  council  of  prizes,  an  admiralty 
court  bound  to  decide  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
empire,  and  the  council  of  commerce,  which  was 
of  the  nature  of  a board  of  trade  ; charged  with  the 
general  superintendance  of  the  concerns  of  com- 
merce ; occupied  in  devising  regulations,  not  ex- 
pounding them;  an  institution  altogether  political, 
by  no  means  judicial.  Ills  majesty  then  determin- 
ed to  consult  his  council  of  commerce,  whether 
from  motives  of  policy  he  should,  or  should  not 
grant  a speeial  exemption  from  the  operation  of  his 
laws.  In  the  same  letter,  learning  from  the  duke  of 
Bassano  “ that  the  ease  of  the  brig  Good  Intent, 
must  be  carried  before  the  council  of  prizes,”  Mr. 
Russell  wishes  to  secure  this  ease  from  this  “ in- 
auspicious mode  of  proceeding : ” that  is,  from  the 
operation  of  the  law.  Why?  if  the  law,  so  dreaded, 
was  repealed? 

“ l had  from  time  to  time  (he  continues)  inform- 
ed myself  of  the  proceedings,  in  regard  to  the  cap- 
tured vessels,  and  ascertained  the  fact  that  the  duke 
of  Bassano  had  made  a report  in  relation  to  them.” 
The  emperor,  it  appears,  however,  still  wished  for 
the  decision  of  his  council  of  commerce.”— 
What!  to  know  if  his  decrees  of  Beilin  and  Milan 
were  revoked?  Was  his  majesty  ignorant  of  the 
fact?  Can  stronger  evidence  be  adduced  that  they 
were  in  force ; or  can  the  release  (not  by  the  courts 
ol  law,  but  by  special  executive  interference)  under 
peculiar  circumstances,  and  after  a long  detention 
for  violating  those  decrees,  of  a single  vessel , estab- 
lish the  tact  of  their  repeal  ? On  the  contrary,  ought 
not  the  solitary  .exception  (granting  it  to  be  one) 
to  fortify  the  general  rule  ? 

Fusing,  it  is  well  worthy  of  remark,  that 


tne  French  minister,  being  interrogated  by  Mr.  I 
Russell  or.  the  subject  of  our  future  commercial ; 


with  having  compelled  him  to  desist  from  putting 
any  interrogatories  to  the  French  minister  on  his 
arrival.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  one  thing  is  certain, 
that  application  having  been  made  to  the  minister, 
at  the  requisition  of  the  senate,  during  the  present 
session,  he  had  declared  an  entire  ignorance  of  every 
thing  relating  to  the  subject. 

To  dissipac  the  last  shadow  of  doubt  on  the  ques-  $ 
tion  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  Mr.  Ser- 
rurier, in  his  letter  of  July' 23,  1811,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  expressly  declares,  that  “the  new 
dispositions  of  our  government,  expressed  in  the 
supplementary  act  of  the  2d  of  March  last,  having 
been  officially  communicated  to  his  court,  his  im- 
perial majesty',  as  soon  as  he  was  made  acquainted 
with  them,  directed  that  the  American  vessels  se- 
questered in  the  ports  of  France  since  the  2d  of  No- 
vember, should  be  released  ; orders  were  at  the 
same  time  to  be  given  to  admit  American  vessels? 
laden  with  American  produce  !” 

Under  these  circumstances,  whatever  difference 
of  opinion  might  exist  ps  to  the  propriety'  of  the  pre- 
sident’s proclamation  in  the  first  instance,  there 
could  be  none  as  to  its  revocation.  As  soon  as  it 
was  ascartained,  not  only  from  the  proceedings  of 
her  cruizers  on  the  high  seas,  hut  of  her  courts  of 
law,  and  of  ber  government,  that  France  had  acted,. 
mala  fde,,  towards  this  country,  it  surely  became; 
the  duty  of  the  president  to  recal  that  proclamation. 
He  could  have  no  doubt  of  bis  constitutional  power 
over  the  subject,  having  already  exercised  it  in  a. 
case  not*  dissimilar- — [Erskine’s  arrangement,  j — 
That  proclamation  was  the  dividing  line  of  our  po- 
licy ; the  root  of  our  present  evil.  From  that  fata! 
proclamation  we  are  to  date  our  departure  from  that 
neutral  position  to  which  we  had  so  long  and  so> 
tenaciously  adhered,  and  th^  accomplishment  of  the 
designs  of  France  upon  us.  In  issuing  it,  the  presi- 
dent had  yielded  to  thedeceitful  overtures  of  France' 
and  it  was  worthy  of  observation,howdiflerenta  con- 
struction had  thereby  been  put  upon  the  act  of  non- 
intercourse  (as  it  was  commonly  called)  from  that 
of  May,  1810 — although  the  words  of  the  two  acts 
were  the  same.  In  the  first  case,  a modification  of 
the  decrees  and  ordera  of  the  belligerents,  so  as 
that  they  should  cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights, 
was  alone  required.  In  the  second,  other  matter 
was  blended  with  them,  although  the  words  of  the 
two  acts  were  identically  the  same.  This  grew  out 
of  the  insidious  letter  of  the  duke  of  Cadore,  the 
terms  of  which  were  accepted,  with  the  conditions 
annexed,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States.-— 
Theseconditrons  presented  two  alternatives.:  “ Thai: 
England  should  revoke  her  orders  in  council  andL 
abolish  those  principles  of  blockade  which  France 
alledged  to  he  new,  or  that  the  Ignited  States  should, 
cause  their  flag  to  be  respected  by  the  F.nglish” — 
in  other  words  should  become  parties  to  the  war  ose 
the  side  of  France,  in  order  to  know  what  these 
principles  were,  the  renunciation  ot  which  iv.e  wm 
to  require  at  the  instigation  of  France,  it  would  fee 
necessary  to  attend  to  the  language  of  the  Freaefe 
decrees.  By  these  it  would  not  be  dented  that  prin- 
ciples, heretofore  unheard  of,  were  attempted  Co  %ae 
“ interpolated  into  the  laws  of  nations” — Piineipfa* 
'diametrically  adverse  to  those  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stale*  had  recogak- 
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ed,  in  their  correspondence  with  foreign  powers  as 
well  as  in  their  public  treaties,  to  be  legitimate  and 
incontestible.  The  French  doctrine  of  blockade 
being  the  only  branch  of  the  subject  embraced  in 
the  duke  of  Cadore’s  letter  of  the  5th  of  August, 
IbtO,  would  alone  be  noticed.  These  required  that 
the  right  of  blockade  should  be  restricted  “ to  for 
tified  ports,  invested  by  sea  and  by  land.  That  it 
should  not  extend  to  the  mouths  of  rivers,  harbors 
or  places  not  fortified.” 

.Under  such  definition  the  blockade  of  May,  1806, 
otherwise  called  Mr.  Fox’s  bluckade,  stood  con- 
demned— but  Mr.  Randolph  had  no  hesitation  in 
affirming  that  blockade  to  have  been  legal,  agreea- 
bly to  the  long  established  principles  of  national 
law,  sanctioned  by  the  Uwited  States.  In  Mr. 
Foster’s  letter  of  the  3d  of  July  last,  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, he  says — “the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  was 
notified  bv  Mr.  secretary  Fox  on  this  principle 
[“  that  no  blockade  can  be  justifiable  or  valid  unless 
it  be  supported  bv  an  adequate  force  destined  to 
maintain  it  and  to  expose  to  hazard  all  vessels  at- 
tempting to  evade  its  operation”]  nor  was  that 
blockade  announced,  until  he  had  satisfied  himself 
by  a communication  with  the  board  of  admiralty, 
that  the  admiralty  poss<  ssed  the  meads,  and  would 
employ  them,  of  watching  the  whole  coast  from 
Brest  to  Elbe,  and  of  effectually  enforcing  the 
blockade. 

“ The  blockade  of  May,  1806,  according  to  the 
doctrine  maintained  by  Great  Britain,  was  just  and 
lawful  in  its  origin  because  it  was  supported  both  in 
intention  and  fact  by  an  adequate  naval  force.”  lnl 
a subsequent  part  of  the  same  letter  it  is  distinctly 
averred  that  “ that  blockade  was  maintained  bv  a 
sufficient  naval  force  ,”  and  the  doctrine-  of  paper 
blockade,  is  every  where  expressly  disclaimed  in  the 
correspondence,  here  as  well  as  at  London.  “ If 
(says  Mr.  Foster;  the  orders  in  council  should  he 
abrogated,  the  blockade  of  May,  1806,  could  not 
continue  under  our  construction  of  the  law  of  nations, 
unless  that  blockade  should  be  maintained,  by  a due 
application  of  an  adequate  naval  force.”  The  same 
admission  will  be  found  in  marquis  Wellesley’s  cor 
respondence  with  Mr.  Pinkney. 

The  coast  of  France  from  Brest  to  Calais  is  what 
seamen  eallan  iron  hound  coast.  It  had  been  block- 
aded in  every  war  during  the  last  century,  that 
short  period  of  the  American  war  excepted,  when 
England  lost  the  mastery  of  the  channel.  No  Bri- 
tish minister  would'be suffered  to  hold  his  place  who 
should  fail  strictly  to  watch  the  opposite  coast  of 
France.  Brest,  her  principal  naval  arsenal,  pro 
tiuded  out  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  confessed  the 
want  of  suitable  harbors  for  ships  of  war  in  the 
channel  ; while  from  Plymouth,  Portsmouth  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  the  opposite  coast  is  ea 
sily  watched  and  overawed.  From  Calais  to  the 
Elbe  the  coast  is  low,  flat  and  shelving,  difficult  of 
access,  affording  few  good  inlets,  indeed  none  ex 
Cept  the  Scheldt.  The  blockade  of  this  coast  is  as 
ea  v as  that  of  Carolina.  But  it  must  not  pass  uti 
noticed  that  the  blockade  was  in  point  of  fact,  (as 
appears  from  Mr.  Monroe’s  letters  to  Mr.  Madison 
o!  the  17th  and  20th  of  May,'  1506,)  limited  to  the 
small  extent  of  the  coast  between  Hay  re  and  O- 
tend  ; neutrals  being  permitted  to  trade,  freely,  east- 
ward of  Ostend  and  westward  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Seine,  except  in  articles  contraband  of  war  and 
enemies  property  which  are  seizable  without  block- 
ade. ” And  Mr.  Monroe,'  in  announcing  this  ve 
ry  blockade  of  May  16,  1806,  to  his  own  govern 
ment,  speaks  of  it  as  a measure  highly  satisfactory 
to  the  commercial  interests.  And  yet  the  removal 


of  blockade  against  which  Mr.  Monroe  did  not  re- 
monstrate, of  which  there  was  no  mention  in  the 
subsequent  arrangement  of  Mr.  Erskine,  which 
did  not  stand  in  the  way  of  that  arrangement,  of 
which  no  notice  was  taken  in  our  proposition  to 
England  for  a mutual  abandonment  of  our  embargo 
and  her  orders  in  council,  is  now  by  French  device 
and  contrivance  to  be  made  a sine  qua  non,  and  in- 
dispensable preliminary  to  all  accommodation  with 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  R.  had  heard  with  sincere  satisfaction  many 
respectable  gentlemen  in  the  house  and  out  of  it  ex- 
press a wish,  that  bv  a revocation  of  the  orders  in 
council,  the  British  ministry  would  put  it  in  the 
power  of  our  government  to  Come  to  some  adjust- 
ment of  our  differences  with  England.  The  posi- 
tion which  he  was  about  to  lay  down,  and  the  proof 
of  which  the  course  of  his  argument  had  compelled 
him  in  some  degree  to  anticipate,  however  it  might 
startle  persons  of  this  description,  was  nevertheless 
susceptible  of  the  most  direct  and  positive  evidence. 
Little  did  those  gentlemen  dream,  but  such  was  the 
indisputable  fact,  that  the  orders  in  council  had  not 
stood  in  the  way  of  accommodation,  and  that  their 
removal  at  this  moment  would  not  satisfy  our  admi- 
nistration. In  lord  Wellesley’s  letter  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney of  Dec.  29,  1810,  he  says — “ If  nothing  more 
had  been  required  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  continuation  of  the  repeal  of  ouf 
orders  in  council,  I should  not  have  hesitated  to  de- 
clare the  perfect  readiness  of  ffhis  government  to 
fulfil  that  condition.  On  these  terms  the  British 
government  has  always  beCn  seriously  disposed  to 
repeal  the  orders  in  council.  It  appears,  however, 
not  only  by  the  letter  of  the  French  minister,  hut 
by  your  explanation,  that  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in 
council  will  not  satisfy  either  the  French  or  Arne- 
can  governments.  The  British  government  is  fur- 
ther required  by  the  letter  of  the  French  minister 
to  renounce  those  principles  of  blockade  which  the 
French  government  alleges  to  be  new.” 

This  fact  is  placed  bevond  a doubt,  bv  Mr.  Pink- 
ney’s answer  of  the  14th  January,  1811.  “ If  I 

comprehend  the  other  parts  of  your  lordship’s  let- 
ter,” says  he,  “they  declare  in.  effect  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  will  repeal  nothing  but  the  orders  in 
council ” — and  again,  “ It  is  certainly  true  that  the 
American  government  has  required,  as  indispen- 
sable in  the  view  of  its  acts  of  intercourse  and  non 
intercourse,  the  annulment  of  the  British  blockade 
of  May,  1806  ” 

Thus,  when  the  British  government  stood  pledg- 
ed to  repeal  its  orders  in  council,  a question  entire- 
ly distinct  has  been  dextrously  mingled  with  it.  in 
our  discussions  with  England  ; the  renunciation  of 
the  right  of  blockade  in  the  face  of  Mr  Madison’s 
construction  of  the  non  intercourse  law,  and  of 
Mr.  Smith’s  instructions  to  general  Armstrong  of 
July  5th,  and  2d  o November,  1810,  has  been  de- 
clared indispensable  in  the  view  of  that  act,  and 
there  is  the  fullest  admission  that  more  than  the  re- 
peal of  the  orders  in  council  was  required,  viz.  of 
that  blockade,  against  which  we  had  not  lifted  our 
voice,  until  required  to  do  so  by  France,  which 
Mr.  Monroe,  tso  far  from  remonstrating  against  it, 
which  it  would  have  hecn  his  duty  to  have  done  if 
illegal,)  considers*  ‘f  os  highly  satisfactory  to  the 
commercial  interests .”  A blockade  as  legal  as  would 
be  that  of  the  ports  of  Chesapeak,  with  a sufficient 
force  stationed  in  Lyn  Haven  Bay  What  is  a legal 
blockade?  A blockade  with  such  a force  as  ren- 
ders the  approach  of  merchant  vessels  dangerous. 
Mark  the  wonderful  facility  with  which  Mr.  Pink- 
ney not  only  blends  the  question  of  the  blockade  of 
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May  1806,  with  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil ; but  shews  the  disposition  to  go,  if  he  could , 
the  whole  length  of  the  French  doctrine  of  block 
ade  ; a doctrine  unheard  of  before  the  reign  of  Bo- 
naparte. “ It  is  bv  no  means  clear  that  it  may  not 
fairly  be  contended  on  principle  and  early  usage, 
that  a maritime  blockade  is  incomplete,  with  regard 
to  states  at  peace,  unless  the  pk\ce  which  it  aifects 
is  invested  by  Land  as  well  as  by  sea.'*  And  yet  in  the 
same  letter  he  says,  “you  imagine  that  the  repeal  is 
not  to  remain  in  force,  unless  the  British  govern- 
ment, in  addition  to  the  revocation  of  its  orders  in 
council,  abandon  its  system  of  blockade.  1 am  not 
conscious  of  having  stated,  as  your  lordship  seems 
to  think,  that  it  is  so,  and  i believe  in  ;act  that  it  is 
otherwise.  Even  if  it  were  admitted,  however,  the 
orders  in  council  ought  nevertheless  to  be  revoked.” 
The  American  doctrine  of  blockade  is  expressly 
laid  down  in  Mr.  Smith’s  letter  to  commodore  Pre 
hie  of  the  4th  of  February,  1801.  “ Whenever, 

therefore,  vou  shall  have  thus  formed  a blockade  of 
the  port  of  Tripoli  (‘  so  as  to  create  an  evident  dan 
ger  of  entering  it’)  you  will  have  a right  to  capture 
for  adjudication  any  vessel  that  shall  attempt  to  en 
ter  with  a knowledge  of  the  blockade.”  The  very 
same  doctrine  against  which,  at  the  instigation  of 
France,  we  are  now  about  to  plunge  into  war. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  was  compelled  to  omit  ma 
ny  striking  proofs  of  the  truth  .of  his  positions, 
from  absolute  weakness  and  inability  to  read  the 
voluminous  extracts  from  the  documents  before 
him.  If  the  offer  should  be  made  of  the  repeal  of 
the  orders  of  council,  which  our  people  at  home, 
good  easy  soul?,  supposed  to  be  the  only  obstacle, 
the  wound,  as  after  the  accommodation  of  the  affair 
of  the  Chesapeake,  would  still  remain  incurable. 
He  had  not  touched  upon  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment, because  notwithstanding  the  use  which  had 
been  made  of  it  in  thathou  e and  in  the  public  prints, 
it  did  not  constitute,  according  to  the  shewing  of 
Our  own  government,  an  obstacle  to  accommoda 
tion  ; (the  orders  in  council  and  question  of  block- 
ade being  the  avowed  impediments)  and  because  it 
appears  from  Mr.  Monroe’s  letter  of  the  28th  Fe 
bruary  1808  “that  the  ground  on  which  the  inter- 
est was  placed  by  the  paper  of  the  British  com 
missionevs  of  November  8,  1806,  and  the  expla- 
nation which  accompanied  it,  was  both,  honourable 
and  advantageous  to  the  United  States.  That  it  con 
tained  a concession  in  their  favor  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  on  the  great  principle  in  contesta- 
tion, never  before  made,  by  a forma!  obligatory  act 
of  the  government,  which  was  highly  favorable  to 
their  interests.” 

In  fact  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Monroe’s  treaty  had 
alone  prevented  the  settlement  upon  honorable 
terms,  of  this , as  well  as  every  other  topic  of  differ 
ence  between  the  two  governments. 

He  called  the  attention  of  the  house  to  Mr.  Smith’s 
letter  to  Mr.  Armstrong  of  July  5,  1810,  requiring 
in  the  name  of  the  president  restitution  of  our  plun 
dered  property  as  “a  preliminary  to  accommodation 
between  the  two  governments”  “ As  has  been 
heretofore  stated  to  you,  a satisfactory  provision  for 
restoring  the  property  lately  surprised  and  seized 
by  the  order  or  at  the  instance  of  the  French  gov 
ernment  must  be  combined  with  a repeal  of  the  French 
edicts with  a view  to  a non-intercourse  with  Great 
Britain  j such  a provision  being  an  indispensable 
evidence  of  the  just  purpose  of  France  towards  the 
United  States  !”  Y et  no  restitution  had  been  made  • 
“ that  settled  by  the  law  of  reprisal.”  What 

had  been  the  language  held  on  this  floor  and  by  mi 
nisters  of  state  in  official  communications  to  com 


mittecs  of  congress  ? “ That  the  return  of  the 

Hornet  should  be  conclusive  as  to  dor  relations  with 
France.  That  if  Mr.  Bailow  should  not  succeed 
in  attaining  the  most  complete  lediess  for  the  past 
and  assurances  for  the  Future, '-we  would  take  the 
same  stand  as  again- 1 Gieat  Britain  : that  any  imrer* 
iainty  as  to  his  success,  would  be  equivalent  to  cer- 
tainty ol  his  failure.”  Such  was  the  language  held 
until  the  fact  occurred,  that  no  satisfaction  had  been, 
or  vvas  likely  to  he. obtained.  Indeed  for  some  davs 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Hornet,  these  opinions  had 
been  maintained.  They  had  however  gradually  died 
away  and  it  was  only  within  48  hours  past, ‘'that  a 
different  language  had  been  held  Was  it  necessa- 
ry to  remind  the  house  of  the  shuffling  conduct  and 
policy  of  France  towards  us  ? Of  the  explanation 
attempted  by  I) acres,  the  minister  of  Marine  in  re- 
lation to  the  Berlin  decree,  and  the  subsequent  an- 
nunciation of  his  government  to  Mr.  Armstrong, 
with  true  French  sang  froid , that  “ as  there  was 
no  exception  of  the  United  States  in  the  ternafe  o f 
the  decrees,  so  there  was  no  reason  for  excepting 
them  from  their  operation.”  Have  we  forgotton 

Champagny’s  declaration  of  war  in  our  name?- 

“ War  exists  then  in  lact  between  England  and 
the  United  States  and  his  majesty  considers  it  is 
declared.”  In  short  for  years  past  France  had  re- 
quired us  to  make  war  with  England  as  the  price  of 
undefined  commercial  concessions  from  her.  We 
had  been  told  that  we  ought  to  tear  to  pieces  the 
act  of  our  independence — that  we  were  more  depen- 
dent than  Jamaica — that  we  were  without  just 
political  views,  without  energy',  without  honor, 
and  that  we  must  at  last  fight  for  interest,  after  hav- 
ing refused  to  fight  for  honor.” 

France,  whilst  you  required  of  her  as  a prelimi- 
nary to  further  accommodation,  the  restitution  of 
her  plunder  decoyed  into  her  ports,  required  from 
vou,  as  a preliminary',  a war  with  England.  Mr. 
Barloyv  has  now  been  ten  months  in  France,  danc- 
ing attendance  on  her  court  without  being  able  to 
obtain  an  answer  to  a few  plain  questions.  Are  vour 
decrees  repealed  ? It  is  considered  as  improper  to 
make  the  enquiry.  Instead  of  the  edict,  rescript, 
the  instrument  of  repeal,  by  whatsoever  name  it  he 
called,  he  sends  us  the  strictures  of  the  French  go- 
vernment upon  the  proceedings  of  the  American 
congress,  and  a remonstrance  to  the  duke  of  Bas- 
sano,  that  the  repeal  of  the  decrees  (in  which  he  is 
compelled  to  feign  a belief,  because  the  president’s 
proclamation  is  the  sole  evidence  of  the  fact)  has 
not  been  given  in  charge  to  the  Fr  ench  cruizers, 
hut  that  the  public  ships  of  war  (Nymph  and  Me- 
dusa) continue  to  burn  our  vessels  on  the  high  seas- 
And  what  does  the  duke  of  Bassanotell  him  in  re. 
ply  ? The  same  old  story  of  Champagny  to  general 
Armstrong — “The  United  States  will  he  entirely 
satisfied  on  the  pending  questions,  and  there  w llbe 
no  obstacle  to  their  obtaining  the  advantages  they 
have  in  view,  if  they  succeed  in  making  their  flag 
safe!"  In  other  words,  make  war  with  England, 
and  you  yvill  be  satisfied  [and  not  until  then]  on  the 
pending  questions.  And  what  are  they  ? On  one 
of  them,  the  required  compensation  for  plunder  •— 
your  minister  after  waiting  for  months  for  an  oral 
answer,  tells  you,  “ this  is  dull  work,  hard  to  begin, 
;nd  difficult  to  execute."  This  is  the  claim  too  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Secretary  Smith,  under  the  presi- 
dent’s order,  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the  acceptance  of 
the  overture  of  August  5,  1810.  It  is  possible,  th* 
Wattp  may  bring  out  something,  just  to  hu>h  up 
complaints  until  we  are  fail  Iv  ( mbarked  in  war  : in 
to  which  if  we  enter*  it  yvill  be  a war  of  submissi.  n 
to  the  mandates  of  a foreign  despot — the  basv»t 
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tfie  most  unqualified,  the  most  abject  submission. 
France  for  year iMpast,  has  offered  ws  terms  (without 
specifying  what  they  were)  as  the  price  of  a war 
with  England,  which  hitherto  we  have  rejected 
That  price  must  now  be  paid.  The  emperor  deals 
only  for  ready  money — and  carrying  his  jealousy 
further  than  in  the  case  of  the  president’s  protjlama 
tion  (which  he  would  not  believe.  until  its  terms 
were  fulfilled)  he  requires  to  be  paid  in  hand  before 
fie  will  name  his  equivalent. 

In  the  celebrated  case  of  insult. by  implication,  or 
insinuation,  offered  by  Mr.  Jackson,  there  existed 
in  the  archives  of  the  country,  a monument  (such 
as  it  was)  Gf  the  sensibility  of  this  house  t»  that 
insult. 

If  under  such  circumstances,  without  having  rc 
Ceived  any  shadow  of  indemnity  for  the  past,  or  se- 
curity for  the  future — if  indeed  security  could  be 
given  by  the  French  emperor — the  United  States 
become  virtually  a party  to  the  war  in  his  behalf,  it 
irmsfeconfirm  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  .every 
surmise  that  has  gone  abroad,  however  gross,  how 
evg:  injurious  to  the  honor  or  the  interests  of  this 
government- — that  there  exists  in  our  councils  an 
undue,  a fatal  French  bias.  After  the  declarations 
of  official  mem,  after  the  language  uttered  on  this 
floor,  if  the  United  States  become  parties  to  the 
war  with  France  against  her  rival  it  must  establish 
as  clearly  as  the  existence  of  the  sun  above  us — 
this  event  has  not  happened,  and  God  forbid  it 
should — but  if  it  does,  the  conclusion  will  be  irre- 
sistible, and  this  government  will  stand  branded  to 
the  latest  posterity,  (unless  the  press  should  perish 
in  the  general  wreck  of  human  liberty),  as  the  pan- 
dors  of  Ff  ench  despotism — as  the  tools,  the  minions, 
sycophants,  ‘parasites  of  France.  It  was  t-o  secure 
the  country  Irorn  this  opprobrium,  that  the  propo 
si  lion  was  about  to  be  submitted. 

This  is  not  like  a war  for  a Spanish  succession  or 
a Dutch  barrier  ; for  the  right  of  cutting  logwood 
cn  a desart  coast,  or  fishing  in  the  Polar  sea.  it  is 
3,  war  unexampled  in  the.  history  of  mankind — a 
war — separated  as  we  are  from  the  theatre  of  it  by 
a wide  ocean — from  which  it  behoves  us  to  stand 
. aloof ~^to  set  our  backs  to  the  wall,  and  await  the 
co  ring  of  the  enemy — instead  of  rushing  out  at 
.midnight  in  search  of  tfie  disturbers  of  our  rest, 
when  a thousand  dagger  s are  pointed  at  our  bosoms. 
But  'it  is  said  we  must  fight  for  commerce — a war 
for  commerce  deprecated  by  all  the  commercial 
portion  of  our  country,  by"  New  England  and  New 
York,  the  great  holders  of  our  navigation  and 
capital. 

Mr.  Calhvun  vising  and  signifying  liis  intention  to  make  a ques- 
tion oi'  ordt  r,  Mr.  Randolph  took  his  seat. 

Mr,  Calhoun  then  said  the  question  of  war  was  not  before  the 
country ; it  was  cot  before  the  house;  and  die  gentleman  was 
therefore  speaking,  as  he  conceived,  contrary  to  rule,  and  without 
affording  to  others  an  opportunity  to  reply. 

It  was  decided  from  the  speaker’s  chair  (then  filled  by  Mr.  Bibb, 
the  speaker  having  casually  vacated  it  for  a moment)  that,  the  ol> 
jection  was  not  valid,  as  the  gentleman  from.  Yijgjuia|hnd  announc- 
ed-Ins  intention  To  make  a motion,  and  it  had  been  usual  in  such  ea- 
ses to  permit  a wide  range  of  debate. 

Mr.  Randolph  thanked  the,  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  for 
the  respite  which  he  had  uninrmriionally  given  him,  and  which  in 
Lis  exhausted  situation  was  higaly  grateful.  This  war  for  comm  err 
eial  rights  is  to  be  waged  against  fin-,  express  wish  (constitutionally 
pronounced,  spoken  in  language  which  cannot  he  misunderstood) 
of  the  g-n-pt  commercial  section  of  the  United  States— a war  .which 
must  cut  u])  commerce  by  the  ropts,  which  in  its  operation  must 
necessarily  drive- population  and  capital  beyond  the  mountains— 

Mr-  C'olhwn  agajn  rose— As  the  gentleman  had  expressed  his  satis- 
faction at  the  rest  affur%d'Jiim  by  the  former  call  to  order,  be  Would 
give  him  another  opportunity  to  rest  himself.  He  asked  that  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  should  submit  to  the  chair  the  proposition 
be  intended  to  make,  that  the  house  might  judge  of  the  correct- 
ness oi  the  course  he  took.  If  the  course  now  taken  were  parlia- 
mentary, if  t’ue  practice  now  attempted  were  permitted  to  succeed 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  member  at  any  time  to  embarrass 
the  proceedings  of  the  house. 


The  Speaker  (who  bad  resumed  the  clir.irl  said,  that  unquestion 
ahlv  in  the  opinion  of  the  chair,  the  proposition  might  be  requir'd 
to  he  submitted  in  writing,  because  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
chair  to  require  the  application  of  observations  made  on  the  floor 
to  the  subject  debated  ; and  this  duty  certainly  could  not  be  per- 
formed unless  the  chair  was  apprised  of  the  terms  of  the  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Calhoun.  I then  call  upon  the  gentleman  to  submit  his  pro* 

position. 

Mr.  Randolph.  The  gentleman  has  no  right  to  call  upon  me; 
you,  Mr.  Speaker,  unquestionably  have.  My  proposition  is  one, 
respecting  our  relations  with  the  two  great  belligerents,  and  goes 
to  alSrtt  the  question  of  peace  or  war.  Whilst  up,  sir,  permit  me 
to  observe,  that  if  I were-  wide  of  the  mark,  I might  have  been  per- 
mitted to  go  on 

The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  w ill  phase  to  take  bis  seat,  thg 
chair  having  decided  that  his  motion  must  be  submitted  before  fur- 
ther debate, 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  had  not  understood  the  Speaker  as  making 
any  such  decision. 

The  Speaker  said  be  certainly  bad  so  decided. 

Mr.  Randolph.  My  proposition  is,  that  it  is  not  expedient  at  this 
time  to  resort  to  a war  against  Great  Britain. 

The  Speaker.  Is  the  motion  seconded? 

Mr. -Randolph, or  sortie  other  gentleman,  expressed  Ms  surprise 
that  a second  in  such  a ease  as  this  should  be  required. 

The  Speaker  said  he  conceived  that  every  motion  must  receive  r 
second  before  it  could  be  announced  from  the  cjiair.  He  also  re- 
quired that  the  motion  be  reduced  to  writing.  , 

Mr.  Randolph.  • I then  appeal  from  that  decision. 

The  Spe  dk  r stated  the  grounds  of  his  di  cisiois,  and  read  tbe  rules 
requiring  motions  when  made  to  lie  seconded  before  put  to  the  vote, 
and  when  demanded  to  be  reduced  to  writing. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  would  only  remark  that  this  right  of  pre- 
facing a motion  by  remarks  was  almost  the  last  vestige  of  the  free* 
dom  of  debate;  if  it  were  destroyed,  there  would  be  none  left  un- 
der the  permission  of  the  majority. 

Messrs.  Pitkin,  Goldshorough,  and  Key,  spoke  to  the  question 
of  order,  and  against  the  Speaker's  decision. 

The  following  observations  of  one  of  these  gentlemen  (Mr. 
Goldshorough)  embrace  the  substance  of  the  argument  against  the 
speaker’s  decision. 

% Mr.  Goldshorough  said,  that,  on  all  occasions  of  appeal  from  tbe 
decision  of  the  speaker  on  a question  of  order,  the  first  impulse 
of  Ms  mind  w as  to  support  the  chair,  and  it  was  has  practice  to  do 
so  in  all  doubtful  cases.  In  the  present  instance,  however,  the  con- 
viction of  his  judgment  as  to  the  incorrectness  of  the  decision  of 
the  honorable  speaker  w as  so  clear  and  conclusive  to- himself,. that 
he  should  be  coiripelled  to  declare  so  by  his  vote*  The  substantial 
question  submitted  to  tbe-  house  by  this  appeal  was,  - whether  a 
member  rising  in  Ms  place,  and  declaring  his  intention  to  submit  a 
motion  for  consideration,  bad,  or  had  not  a right  to  precede  bis  mo- 
tion w ith  such  explanatory  remarks,  such  prefatory  speech,  keep- 
ing himself  within  the  bounds  of  general  decorum,  as  be  might  deem 
necessary  on  the  occasion  and  pertinent  to  the  proposition  in- 
tended to  be  offered.”  The  chair  had,  in  effect,  determined  again  sf 
this  right,  and  on  that  ground  had  prohibited  the.  gentleman  from 
Virginia  from  proceeding  in  his  speech.  In  this  opinion,  Mr.  G. 
said  he  oould  not  concur,  and  he  should  take  the  liberty  to  go  into 
a short  examination  of  its  correctness.  In  support  of  it  the  chair  had 
read  The  following  rule  of  the  house,  from  the  printed  rules  and 
orders:  41  when  a motion  is  made  and  seconded,  it  shall  he  stated 
by  the  speaker,  or  being  in  writing,  it  shall  be  handed  to  the  chair, 
and  read  aloud  by  the  clerk,  before  debated.” 

It  was  perfectly  evident.  Mr.  G.said,  that  this  rule  did  not  ap- 
ply to  tbe  case.  This  rule  directs  the  course  of  proceeding  w’hen 
./"motion  is  made  phid  seconded.  But  in  the  case  under  considera- 
tion, no  motion  had  been  made  or  seconded.  1 he  gentlemen'  troo\ 
Virginia  had  only  expressed  his  intention  to  make  a motion,  and 
was  offering  to  the  house  suclt**xplar.atory  observations  as  he  judg- 
ed proper,  in  relation  to  it.  His  right  to  adopt  this  course  was  not 
to  be  sought  for  in  the  book  of  written  ruh-s  of  the  house.  It  was, 
Mr.  G.  pid, a prescriptive  right,  supported  by  tbe.  uniform  usage 
and  practice  of  the  house  from  the  beginning,  he  believed,  of  its 
political  existence.  He  had,  certainlv,  never  known  it  called  m 
question  before,  for  be  well  recollected  instances  where  gentlemen 
had  made. long  speeches,  probably  of  one,  two  or|  three  hours,  as 
prefatory  to  motions  which,  they  stated  it  to  be  tfieir  intention 
To  make,  and  which  motions,  it  was  evident,  were  intended  for  no 
other  purpose  than  ,to  afford  an  opportunity  for  the  speech,  as  tlmy 
w ere  never  afterwards  called  up  bv  the  mover.  Hu  ha;!  never  be- 
fore known  this  privilege  disturbed.  The  house  had  always  ac- 
quiesced in  tli-.  right,  and  the  member  been  indulged  with  the 
occupancy  of  the  floor  for  so  long  a speech  as  he  choose  to  make. 
This  privilege,  sanctioned  as  it  certainly  is,  hv  usage  by  w hat  is 
frequent U termed  the  common  law  of  the  house,  Mr.  G.  consider- 
ed as  founded  in  principles  of  great  propriety,  in  reter<-nee  to 
other  rules  and  practices  of  this  house.  It  w as  an  established  ru  .e 
of  practice,  of  the  propriety  of  which  he  would  now  say  nothing, 
flint  ),o  question  could  be  Wrought  before  tbe  house  by  a member, 
however  important  be  might  suppose  it,  without  t he  vote  of  tuna- 
jority  to  consider  it*  What  chance  was  there,  he  would  ash,  oi 
obtaining  su£h  a vote,  in  favor  of  a naked  proposition,  unsupport- 
ed by  any  elucidation  from  the  mover,  to  explain  its  object,  to  in- 
terest the  house  in  its  favor,  or  even  to  attract  their  attention  to  it  . 
It  is,  indeed, a point  of  respect  to  the  .-understanding  oi  the  house 
tq  adopt  tin  s course — and  hence  it  is  invariably  done.  Admitting, 
then, "the  general  propriety  of  this  course — admitting  the  existence 
of  tin:  right  at  all,  as  sanctioned,  by  tbe  usage  of  the  house,  the 
only  limit,  to  its  exercise  must  bo  the  nature  of  the  supject  oi  the 
motion,  and  the  judgment  or  inclination  of  the  mover.  It  he  has 
a right  to  offer  explanatory  remarks,  to  make  a prefatory  speech 
at  ail,  he  must  equally  have  a right  to  regulate  the  length  of  sac 
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speech  by  his  own  sense  of  duty  and  propriety.  There  cannot  be 
any  other  rationed  rule,  any  other  proper  guide  as  to  the  extent  or 
the  length  of  his  speech.  Admit  the  right  to  exist  at  all,  (and  he 
would  venture  to  say,  not  a motion  had  been  made  even  in  this 
session,  on  any  important  subject,  without  the  exercise  of  it)  to 
what  other  rule  than  the  discretion  of  the  mover  can  we  resort  to 
regulate  its  exercise?  Shall  any  individual  member  interrupt  the 
enjoyment  of  this  important  and  invaluable  privilege?  And  shall 
the  feelings,  tile  whim,  or  the  policy  of  the  majority,  restrain  or 
defeat  its  ewrcjse  ? Shall  their  caprice  or  their  irritation  stop  the 
speaker  at  the  moment  when  his  remarks  begin  to  Itear  hard  up- 
on some  favorite  plan  of  thtir  doctrine  or  their  policy?  Reason 
and  justice  certainly  forbid  this  resort,  as  the  necessary,  or  at  least 
the  probable  result  of  it  would  be  ail  instability  and  favoritism 
w holly  inc  onsistent  with  that  equality  of  rights  which  attaches  to 
every  member  of  this  hou*.  For  these  reasons,  Mr.  G.  said  he 
could  not  give  his  assent  to  the  honorable  Speaker  in  this  question 
of  order  ; but  should,  by  his  vote,  support  the  affirmative  of  this 
position,  that  a member,  who  is  about  to  submit  a proposition  to 
the  consideration  of  the  house,  has  a right  to  preface  his  motion 
with  such  decorous  remarks,  and'  witli  such  length  and  cjetajl  of 
explanation,  as  he  may  think  proper. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  that  the  gentle-nan  from  Virginia,  having  been 
called  to  order,  and  it  having  been  decided  by  the  speaker  that  he 
was  out  of  order,  from  which  decision  he  having  appealed,  the 
question  now  to  be  decided  by  the  speaker  is,  was  Mr.  Randolph  out 
of  order  ? In  order,  sir,  to  a correct  understanding  of  the  subjeef 
by  the  bouse,  it  will  be  proper  to  revise  bis  remarks,  as  well  as  the 
circumstances  under  which  they  were  ushered  int  o the  house.  Sir. 
every  gentleman  Las  a right  to  be  heard  on  a subject  fairly  before 
the  house,  after  the  house  had  determined  to  consider  jt.  But  by 
a positive  rule  of  the  house,  declared  by  the  speaker,  no  question 
can  be  received  until  it  is  made  and  seconded,  and,  if  required,  re- 
duced to  writing— uor  after  it  is  received  can  any  question  be  de- 
buted, until  the  house  agree  to  consider  it.  Therefore,  the  re- 
quiring the  question  to  be  made  and  seconded  and  committed  to 
w riting,  is  perfectly  a matter  of  right,  and  the  attempt  to  argue 
the  question'  thus  made  anti  seconded,  and  committed  to  writing, 
before  the  house  had  agreed  to  consider  it,  was  in  direct  violation 
of  the  rule,  and  therefore  out  of  order.  But  sir,  had  it  Itpve  been 
fairly  before  noticed,  had  the  hoiKe  agreed  to  consider  this  case,  I, 
sjv,  should  contend  that  this  gentleman’s  remarks  were  themselves  I 
out  of  order— have  we  not  been  denounced  as  legislating  undgr 
Trench  i ntlueuce  ? Yes,  sir,  we  have. 

Mr.  Randolph  called  the  gentleman  to  order.  He  said  he  had 
spoken  hypothetically  ; he  said,  if  war  did  take  place,  it  would  be 
confirmation  strong  as  proof  from  holy  writ,  of  an  undue  French 
bins. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  question  of  order  submitted  involved 
a matter. of  fact,  that  is,  whether  the.  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
It.)  did  or  did  not  use  the  words  ascribed  to  him  by  the.  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  W.)  conveying  an  imputation  of  French  in- 
fluence, which  (not  having  been  in  the  chair)  he  could  not  decide. 
Jie  could  only  say,  that  if  the  gentleman  did  use  such  wards,  they 
w ere  highly  improper  : if  he  did  not,  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land (Mr.  W.)  was  out  of  order  in  attributing  them  to  him. 

Mr.  Wright  quoted  the  words  used  by  Mix  Randolph,  to  which 
he.  contended  bjs  observations  applicable.  Sir,  said  he,  could  these 
remarks  of  the  gentleman,  be  in  order?  I protest  against  them  ; 
they  are  unfounded  as  to  myself,  and  I have  no  doubt,  as  to  every 
member  of  this  house.  The  black  catalogue  of  w rongs  sustained 
by  the  outrages  of  Great  Britain  are  such,  that  no  man,  not  de- 
voted to  that  nation,  can,  in  my  judgment,  be  at  a loss  for  a just 
cause  of  war,  and  such  as  no  independent  nation  ought  to  sub- 
net to— 

Mr.  Randolph  again  called  the  gentleman  to  order,  because  dis- 
cussing a subject  which  the  speaker  had  declared  should  not  be  de- 
bated. 

The  Speaker  declared  said  he  did  nnt  perceive  the  direct  appli- 
cation of  the  gentleman’s  remarks,  but  he  appeared  to  be  speaking 
in  explanation  of  the  expressions,  for  using  which,  he  had  before 
been  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Wright  continued.  Sir,  said  be,  I do  not  admire  the  doctrine 
of  recrimination,  nor  will  I charge  the  honorable  gentleman  with 
being  under  British  influence,  although  we  see  the  British  licensed 
spies  within  this  nail,  to  hear  this  understood  debnti — 

Mr.  Randolph  said  the  gentleman  was  again  out  of  order. 

't\\e.  Speaker.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  will  please  to  take 
his  seat,  i f t lie  chair  understood  him  correctly,  he  is  certainly  out 
of  order.  If  he  meant  to  say  that  there  was  an  understanding  be- 
lt ween  a member  of  this  house  and  a foreign  agent  out  of  it,  in  re- 
lation to  proceedings  to  take  place  in  the  house,  he  was  undoubted- 
ly out  of  order. 

Mr.  Wright  disclaimed  having  so  meant  to  state ; be  meant  to 
say,  that  from  the  attendance  of  these  persons,  on  the  gentleman's 
arguments* it  uijgnt  be  fairly  inferred,  that  they  were  apprised  of 
Iiis  intention  tq  living  this  subject  before  the  house.  But  he  hop- 
ed the  privilege  of  these  spies  would  in  a few  days  he  arrested. 
Howev  er,  he  should  always  be  prepared  to  submit  liis  conduct  to 
the  good  sense  and  patriotism  of  the  American  people,  without  a 
fear  of  its  being  ascribed  to  French  or  any  other  improper  inflm 
epee. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  to  wit:  “ Is  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker  correct  ?”  and  determined  in  the  affirmative— 

For  iiis  decision 67 

Against  it  ....  t ...  42 

Mr.  Randolph.  Then,  sir,  I am  compelled  to  submit  my  motion 
in  writing,  and  under That  compulsion  I offer  it. 

The  Speaker.  There  is  no  compulsion  in  the  case;  because  the 
gentleman  may  or  may  not  o’ferit,  at  bis  option. 

The  motion  was  then  read  from  die  chair  in  the  following  words: 

“ Resolved,  That-  under  existing  circumstances  it  is  inexpedient 
to  resort  to  war  against  Great,  liritsmb” 


Mr.  Randolph  resumed,  having  asked  and  obtained  the  assent 
of  the  chair  to  his  proceeding  in  the  debate  on  the  question— 

When  Mr.  Kelson  enquired  if  it  were  in  order,  after  a resolution 
was  presentee!  to  the  house,  to  debate  it  before  the  house  had 
agreed  to  consider  it. 

The  Speaker  said  he  had  not  before  adverted  to  the  imperative 
terms  of  die  yule  which  required  a previous  question  of  consider^- 
tioii,  and  w hich  rule,  on  further  reflection,  he  was  of  opinion  ap- 
plied to  this  case. 

Mr.  Randolph  appealed  from  this  decision  of  the  chair.  He  call- 
ed the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  fact  that  the  operation  of  the 
decision  for  reducing  the  motion  to  writing  and  requiring  a second, 
was  to  deprive  the  person  speaking  of  his  ancient,  prescriptive 
(he  had  almost  said  constitutional)  right  of  delivering  his  senti- 
mets  in  some  manner  or  other  to  die  house.  This  privilege  was 
the  last  vestage  of  the  liberty  of  speech  enjoyed  in  this  house 
except  at  the  absolute  will  of  the  majority,  't  he  question  of  con- 
sideration itself  was  always  of  the  nature  of  a previous  question* 
and  went  to  take  from  a member  of  this  house  that  privilege,  pro- 
vided the  house  chose  to  exercise  its  power,  viz.  the  privilege  of 
offering  his  sentiments,  and  if  you  will  his  grievances  to  tne  con- 
sideration of  the  house  and  the  people.  The  meanest  beggar  has  n 
right,  to  come  here  and  state  his  grievances,  and  to  lie  heard ; 
uncj  yet  a member  of  the  house  has  no  such  right,  except  at  the 
absolute  will  of  tlig  ma  jority.  If  the  decision  be  confirmed,  we 
shall  have  entirely  departed  from  every  principle  heretofore  in- 
spected in  this  assembly  and  among  tho'se  people  from  whom  xve 
sprung.  It  appears  to  me  we  have  not  got  the  old-fashioned  liber- 
ty. When  I compare  the  liberty  of  speech  in  the  English  par  iia- 
nu-nt  with  late  usages  here,  I am  struck  with  consternation,  grift 
and  dismay.  I once,  sir,  had  die  honor  of  being  under  the  federal 
regime,  in  what  was  called  the  reign  of  terror— I then  enjoyed  t!<0 
liberty  of  speech,  I had  a right  to  protest  against  die  acts  of  the 
men  in  power.  These  new  discoveries  in  the  construction  of  « Be 
rules' pf  the  house  were,  wore  happily  for  the  then  minority,  tin* 
known  and  unheard  of.  The  present  secretary  of  the  treasury 
was  attempted  to  be  stopped  in  debate  on  the  rule  which  required 
that  no  member  should  speak  more  than  once  to  any  question. 
That  great  man— and  great  let  me  call  him— laughed  in  derision 
at  the  attempt.  Rut  not  even  in  the  year  ’98  was  an  attempt 
made  to  prevent  a man  from  speaking  at  all.  The  doctrine  is 
new  ; it  has  come  in  under  a new  reign  and  a new  race.  Has  it 
come  to  this,  sir,  that  members  of  the  house  shall  grow  grey  in  the 
service,  and  in  proportion  to  their  experience  become  ignorant  of 
the  rules  of  proceeding,  and  receive  the  construction  from  those 
vvho  have  never  been  familiar  with  them  ? Af  ter  having  been 
fourteen  years  on  this  floor,  is  a man  tp  be  told  he  knows  nothing  oi 
the  rules  of  the  house? 

The  Speaker  requested  the  gentleman  to  Confine  his  remarks  to 
the  question  whether  or  nqt  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  correct. 
Priority’ of  seat,  on  this  floor,  said  the  speaker,  gives  to  the  senior 
members  of  die  house  no  right  to  which  the  junior  are  not  equally 
entitled. 

Mr.  II.  said  he  only  desired  that  the  senior  members  should  have 
equal  rights  with  the  junior.  The  decision  pi  the  ehair.  said  he,  X 
contend  is  incorrect  in  so  far  as  this  f that  there  has  heretofore  ex 
isted  what  w as  called  the  freedom  of  debate,  which  late  rules  and 
kite  restrictions  have  taken  away.  We  are  in  danger  of  losing  the 
liberty  of  speech  entirely.  If  the  decision  of  the  chair  1m’  supported* 
it  will  indeed  lie  the  last  dying  speech  of  the  liberty  of  speech.— 
This  was  the  only  mode  lef  t to  a member  in  Which  he  could,  without 
asking  permission  to  do  it,  present  himself  to  the  house  and  to  the. 
nation.  If  this  be  taken  away,  sir,  a seat  in  this  house  is  not  worth 
the  having— at  least  to  those  w ho  do  not  find  favor  in  its  sight* 

Mr.  Johnson  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  and  in  defence  of 
the  majority  and  of  the  house,  which  never  ought  to  be  subjected 
to  the  caprice  of  any  individual,  as  it  Would  be  if  the  gentleman’*! 
appeal  was  sanctioned  by  the  house. 

Mr.  Macon  rose  to  speak  to  the  question  of  order.  He  said  he 
had  no  doubt  the  present  decision  of  the  speaker  was  correct:  but 
it  was  equally  clear  to  him  that,  his  first  decision  was  a wrong  erne 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  out  of  respect  to  his  friend’s  opinion  he  w ould 
withdraw’  his  appeal  fVom  the  speaker’s  decision. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  he  would  take  the  occasion  to  remark, 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  he  had  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  the  rule  requiring  a previous  determination  of  toe  house 
to  consider  a proposition,  before  it  could  be  debated  and  decided. 
But  he  was  then  informed  that  it  had  been  the  practice  of  c!.e 
housp,  and  to  that  usage  he  had  conformed.  Whatever  doubts  lie 
had  entertained  originally  of  its  utility,  had  been  removed  by  sub* 
sequent  experience. 

In  regard  to  the  decision  requiring  a second  to  a motion  befer« 
it  was  received,  of  which  there  was  some  complaint,  he  understood 
it  to  be  the  established  practice  of  the  British  parliament.  As  to  the 
alleged  violation  of  the  freedom  of  debate  he  remarked,  that  bo 
should  be  extremely  sorry,  if  any  decision  which,  it  became  bis 
duty  to  make  should  produce  unnecessarily  its  abridgment.  He 
was  a great  friend  to  a legitimate  and  decorous  freedom  of  ms- 
bate.  And  whether,  by  the  house,  or  any  determination  of  his,  its 
liberty  had  been  infringed,  in  the  instance  of  auv  member,  and 
particularly  in  reference  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the  dis* 
missions  and  proceedings  of  the  house  during  the  present  session 
will  illustrate  and  attest. 

T he  right  to  regulate  its  own  proceeding,  he  observed  was  a 
right  inherent  in  every  public  deliberative  twdy.  It.  was  a right 
necessarily  attaching  to  every  body,  composed  of  human  beings, 
Independent  of  positive  prescription.  It  was  a right,  w ithout  the 
existence  and  exercise  of  which,  it  w ould  be  impossible  to  proceed 
in  business  at  all,  or  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion.  But  sirong  as 
was  the  natural  basis  upon  which  this  tight  stands,  it  did  not  de- 
pend upon  that  alone.  The  constitution  had  expressly  secured  to 
each  branch  of  the  national  legislature  the  power  to  regulate  its 
c\yn  pr«.ct*dit)g.  Wbii  tip  this  place  vth  Vfhich  he  was  impornd 
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it  was  his  pleasure  no  less  than  his  tfuty  to  enforce,  as  far  as  de- 
pended upon  him,  the  rules  which  the  house  of  representatives  in 
the  exercise  of  this  constitutional  power  had  thought  proper  to 
prescribe.  He  could  have  no  interest  but  to  perform  with  the  ut- 
most impartiality,  this  trust,  and  in  doing  it  he  should  always  coie 
ault  every  source  of  information  which  was  accessible  to  him. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  consideration  of  the  rests, 
lutiun,  as  heretofore  stated,  and  lost,  72  to  37. 

To  the.  Editor  of  the  National  Intelligencer. 

Some  printed  sheets,  consisting  of  an  address  ©f 
the  hon.  John  Randolph  of  Roanoake,  to  the  free, 
holders  of  certain  counties  in  Virginia  and  of  wha 
purports  to  be  the  ‘fragment*  of  a speech  of  that 
gentleman  delivered  in  the  house  of  representatives^ 
have  fallen  into  my  hands.  The  author  appears  t 
think  that  particular  decisions  of  that  body,  of 
whie'n  he  undertakes  to  give  an  account,  have  un- 
warrantably restricted  the  freedom  of  debate.  How 
ever  reluctant  1 may  be  to  offer  myself,  in  this  way, 
to  your  notice,  when  a member  of  the  house  of  re 
presentatives  lends  ihehigh  authority  of  his  name 
to  an  incorrect  statement  of  a tiansactioh,  and 
which,  by  the  omission  of  material  circumstance?, 
exhibits  only  a partial  view  of  the  case,  I think  it 
due  to  the  public,  whose  judgement  and  opinion 
have  been  invoked,  to  have  the  matter  set  fully  and 
accurately  before  them.  It  is  mv  intention  to  aim 
at  the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  It  is  not  my 
purpose  to  notice  particularly  the  manner  or  the 
substance  of  the  residue  of  those  composition?. 
How  far  the  political  speculations  and  sentiments 
of  the  author  are  just,  the  world  mav  judge. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  observations  of  Mr. 
R.  after  announcing  his  purpose  to  make  a motion, 
it  is  true  that,  Mr.  Wright  hav-fng  called  him  to 
order,  because  there  was  no  motion  before  the 
house,  it  was  stated  by  me  that  as  he  had  signified 
his  intention,  it  was  usual  to  admit  prefatory  re 
marks.  Mr.  R.  proceeded, .and  having  gone  very 
much  at  large  into  the  question  of  the  repeal  of  the 
French  deciees,  the  subject  of  bockade*,,  and  other 
topics,  I left  the  chair  for  a few  minutes,  placing 
there  my  friend  Mr.  Bibb,  as  my  substitute.  1 will 
not  say  what  was.  the  case  upon  which  that  gentle 
fflan,  whilst  he  was  so  kind  as  to  represent  me,  was 
C&lied  upon  to  decide,  my  attention  not  having  been 
particularly  directed  to  the  point.  It  is  said  by  the 
* fragment,’  and  I will  suppose  it  to  have  been  on  a 
call  to  order  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  because  “ the  ques 
tion  of  war  was  not  before  the  house.”  I shortly 
after  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  again 
called  Mr.  R.  to  order  and  submitted  whether  he 
was  not  bound  to  specify  his  proposition  and  pro 
cure  second  before  he  proceeded  further.  It  was 
decided  that  he  was  bound  to  state  it,  that  it  must 
be  seconded,  reduced  to  writing,  according  to  a 
particular  rule  of  the  house,  if  required,  and  an 
nounced  from  the  chair.  At  the  time  this  decision 
was  made  Mr.  R.  had  been  speaking  I think  at 
least  one  hour.  An  appeal  was  taken  to  the  house, 
who  confirmed  the  decision.  He  was  then  request- 
ed to  reduce  his  motion  to  writing,  which  he  did, 
and  presented  it  to  the  chair,  remarking  that  he  did 
it  under  the  compulsion  of  the  house,  to  which  it 
was  replied  that  it  depended  upon  his  own  pleasure 
to  withhold  or  ofier  his  motion.  After  it  was  stated 
from  the  chair,  Mr.  R.  was  proceeding  in  his  argu 
ment,  when  he  was  called  to  order  upon  the  ground 
that  the  house  must,  previous  to  the  discussion,  de 
termine  whether  it  would  at  that  time  consider  the 
proposition.  I observed  that  that  rule  did  not  ap 
ply  to  the  case,  but  immediately  correcting  the  im 
pression,  it  was  declared  that  the  house  must  come 
to  such  a resolution,  or  he  Would  not  be  at  liberty 


to  proceed.  Mr.  R.  again  appealed  from  the  der 
cision,  but  subsequently  withdrew  his  appeal  and 
thereby  manifested  his  acquiescence  in  it.  The 
house  then  refused  to  consider  the  motion  by  ayes 
and  noes.  Other  questions  of  order,  having  no  ma- 
terial bearing  on  this  subject,  were  decided. 

Such  were  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  It  re- 
sults that,  between  the  decisions  of  Mr.  Bibb  and 
mine,  certainly  between  mv  own,  there  existed  no 
discrepancy  ; unless  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  momen- 
tary error,  rectified  almost  as  soon  as  committed, 
relative,  to  the  necessity  of  the  house  determining  to 
consider  the  motion.  Not  between  theformer,  be- 
cause the  points  on  which  we  decided  were  different. 
Not  between  the  l itter,  because  the  first  decision" 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Wright,  recognized  only  the 
admissibility  of  prefatory  remarks,  a quality  which 
those  of  Mr.  R.  had,  when  the  last  determination 
tookpla.ee,  long  ceased  to  possess. 

Two  principles  are  settled  bv  these  decisions  ; the 
first  is,  that  the  house  has  a right  to  know,  through 
its  organ,  the  specific  motion  which  a member  in- 
tends making,  before  he  undertakes  to  argue  it  at 
large ; and  in  the  second  place  that  it  reserves  to  it 
self  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  determining  whe- 
ther it  will  consider  it  at  the  particular  time  when 
offered,  prior  to  his  thus  proceeding  to  argue  it. 

It  would  seem  to  be  altogether  reasonable,  that  when  a member 
intends  addressing;  a copiers  argument  to  a public  body,  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  a motion,  he  should  disclose  the  motion  in- 
tended to  be  supported.  It  is  the  practice  orthe  British  parliament, 
and  of  several  if  not  of  all  the  state  assemblies,  to  require  not  only 
that  this  should  be  done  but  that  It  should  be  seconded;  thus  afi 
fording  a protection  against  the  obtrusion  upon  the  body  of  the 
whimsical  or  eccentric  propositions  of  a disordered  or  irregular 
mind,  by  the  coincidence  in  opinion  of  at  least  two  individuals.-— 
At  what  particular  period  the  proposition  ought  to  be  submitted  is 
perhaps  not  exactly  defined  or  definable.  Certainly  in  the  courte- 
sy of  all  bodies  will  be  found  a sufficient  safeguard  against  the  ex- 
clusion of  matter  properly  introd active^  explanatory,  or  prefato- 
ry to  the  motion.  The  line  separating  matter  of  this  character 
from  arguments  in  chief  is  not  sucdeptible  of  accurate  description. 
It  does  not  however  present  more  practical  difficulty  than  to  dis- 
criminate between  observations  which  are  relevant  or  otherwise, 
decorous  or  reprehensible!.  When  a member  rises  to  make  a motion, 
it  is  indeed  not  often  that  the  rule  is  applied  of  requiring  its  speci- 
fication, because  the  necessity  of  such  application  rarely  occurs.— 
But  its  non-existence  is  no  more  to  be  inferred  from  its  non-appli- 
cation than  the  non-existence  of  other  rules,  the  actual  enforce- 
ment of  which  does  not  take  place  in  every  special  case  to  which  in 
terms  they  apply.  The  best  demonstration  of  the  utility  of  the 
rule  is  afforded  in  the  very  case  complained  of.  Mr.  Randolph 
"had  addressed  the  house  not  less  than  an  hour.  The  general 
tenor  of  bis  arguments  would  have  conducted  equally  well  to 
almost  any  other,  conclusion  than  that  to  which  he  was  carried, 

or  at  least  to  several  others to  war,  for  example,  or  some 

other  measure  of  a hostile  character  against  France — that  the  law 
of  non-importation  ought  to  be  repealed  as  to  England— or  put 
on  against  her  enemy.  Any  man  who  will  now  read  seven-eighths, 
if  nof  the  whole  of  his  speech,  keeping  out  of  mind  the  motion  with 
which  it  terminated,  will,  I apprehend,  find  it  extremely  difficult  to 
conjecture  that  such  was  or  wkat  was  tube  the  concluding  motion. 
Now  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  (by  the  usages  of 
all  deliberate  bodies,  and  moreover  by  express  rules*,  of  the  nouse 
of  representatives)  to  keep  the  member,  addressing  the  chair,  to  the 
point.  How,  that  officer  being  ignorant  of  the  motion  intended  to 
be  offered,  was  that  duty  to  be  performed  ? How  was  the  house 
tself  to  apply  the  arguments  ? In  point  of  fact  I was  entirely 
uncertain  (others  have  assured  me  they  were)  as  to  what  motion 
would  be  submitted,  and  even  after  it  was  reduced  to  writing  it  was 
believed  not  to  be  the  one  originally  contemplated  by  the  mover.  I 
think  then  I am  justified  in  saying  that  there  is  nothing  unreason- 
able in  the  requisition,  on  the  part  of  a body  addressed  to  illustrate, 
enforce  and  establish  a given  proposition,  that  the  mover  of  it  shall 
specify  it,  that  it  shall  be  seconded,  and,  to  prevent,  misconception  of 
its  precise  import,  that  it  shall  he  reduced  to  writing,  and  distinctly 
announced  from  the  chair, before  he  advances  into  a boundless  field 
of  argument.  Indeed  I understand  from  the  address,  as  well  as 


* “ When  a motion  is  made  and  seconded,  it  shall  be  stated  by  the 
speaker , or  being  in  writing,  it  shall  be  handed  to  the  chair,  and  read 
aloud  by.  the  clerk,  before  debated.”  “ When  any  member  is  about 
to  speak  in  debate,  os'  deliver  any  matter  to  the  house,  he  shall  rise 
from  his  seat,  and  respectfully  address  himself  to  Mr.  Speaker  ; and 
shall  confine  himself  to  the  question  under  debate,  and  avoid  per- 
sonality.”— Rules  of  the  house.  In  England,  still  greater  restraints 
have  been  imposed.  “ If  any  man  speak  impertinently,  or  besidethe' 
question  in  hand,  it  stands  ivit/i  the  order  of  the  house  for  the  speaker 
to  interrupt  him ; and  to  know  the  pleasure  of  the  house  whether  they 
will  further  hear  him.”  “ If  any  superfluous  motion  or  tedious 
speech  be  offered  iu  the  house,  the  party  is  to  be  directed  and  ordcredk. 
by  Mr.  Speahtr."~~ Hatseil’s  precedents. 
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be  justly  determined  by  the  oamlor  of  the  public,  to  w^>,nc“,^l' lt 


is  amenable. 

Washington,  nth  June,  1812. 


Declaration  of  War. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  Extra* 

4 o'clock  P.  iV.  June  18,  1812. 

The  injunction  of  secrecy  was  about  an  hour  ago  removed  trora 
the  following  messsage,  report  or  manifesto,  and  act. 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  oj  the  United  stares. 

I communicate  to  congress  certain  documents,  being  a continua- 
tion of  those  heretofore  laid  before  them,  on  the  subject  of  our 
affairs  with  Great  Britain.  . . , . 

Without  going  back  beyond  the  renewal  in  1803,  of  the  war  m 
which  Grpttt  Britain  ft  engaged.  and  omitting  unrepaired  wrongs 
of  inferioiVVt-nitifMthe  conduct  of  her  government  Pleats  a 
series  of  a^UastSwIo  the  United  States  as  an  independent  and 
neutral  nati< 

British  eruii 
tire  Amend 
and  car 
of  a lielhgefl 
enemy,  but  oi 
British  jurisdr 


jut  going  back  bey 
ii-fut  Britain  ftenc 

ioiVW  !>ittjpjf,jthe 

f a^UostiBirfo  th 

if\nle  been  in  the  continued  practice  of  violating 
the  great  high  w ay  nations,  and  of  seiz- 


persons  sailing  unde* 
kt  founded  on  the  lay 
Municipal  prerogative 
\is  thus  extended 


where  no  lkws  cay  derate  hut  the  law* 
the  country  to  which  the  vessels  bgjong"1 
sumed  wh  eh,  if  British  subjects 


not  in  the  exercise 
nations  against  an 
British  subject?.— 
►d  vessels  in  a situation 
iatious  and  the  laws  of 
d a self-redress  is  as- 
lgftilly  detained  and 
te,  for  a resort  to  the 

responsiblftfeovSfiign,  which  falls  withiiTO^c  definition  of  war.-^- 
Could  the  t kizure  of  British  subjects  in  suhh  cases  be  regarded  «» 
within  thel^rc&e  of  a belligerent  right,  the  acknowledged  awt, 
of  war,  wracimJhid  an  article  of  captured  proi»erty  to  be  adjuag- 
ed  without 1 a regular  investigation  beforNa  competent  tnounau 
would  imperiously  demand  the  fairest  %iall  here  the  sacred riglirt 
of  persons  were  at  issue.  In  place  of  smwra  trial,  these  rights  are 
subjected  lo  the  will  of  every  petty  comTOmder. 

The  praeticelhence,  is  so  far  from  affecting  British  subjects  along, 
that,  under  thelpretext  of  searching  f'o 
der  the  safeguard  o 
ie  been  torn  from  their 
have  been  drugged 
and  exposed, 
to  the  most 
battles  of  their 
s of  taking  away- 
crying  enormity,  w 

if  committed  again* 


ncan  citizen! 
national  Hag, 
thing  dear  tot! 
i foreign  na 
dine,  to  be  e 
their  lives  iirkhl 
choly  instrunJ 
Against  t 
prompt  to 


fr*m  what  transpired  on  the  occasion,  that  the  real  source  of  com 
plaint  is  not  in  such  a requisition,  but  that  Mr.  H.  would  have 
been  satisfied  had  lie  not,  after  a compliance  with  it,  by  a subse- 
quent refusal  of  the  house  to  consider  his  motion,  been  prevented 
from  continuing  his  argument. 

Various  are  the  expedients  resorted  to  by  deliberative  bodies  to 
Conduct  the  business  on  which  they  an*  called  upon  to  act. 

Ainongthe  instruments  provided  for  regulating  the  time  of  trans- 
acting it,  are  the  motions  for  the  previous  question,  to  postpone— 
to  adjourn— to  lie  upon  the  table— to  consider.  These  in  some  in- 
stances are  differently  used  by  different  bodies.  In  England,  a 
motion  to  ‘ proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,’  puts  by  whatever 
subject  is  under  consideration,  and  the  rule  is  not  used  there  to 
consider.  In  the  house  of  representatives  we  practise  the  rule  to 
consider  and  do  not  the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  object  of  all  bodies  on  this  subject  is  the  same— so  to  arrange 
the  subjectKof  deliberation,  as  to  promote  the  public  interest.  - 
Their  experience  will,  from  time  to  time,  suggest  the  defects  ot 
pre-existjng  rules,  and  the  necessity  of  adapting  new  ones  to  new 
exigencies,  as  they  arise.  This  rule  to  consider,  was  a novel  one  to 
me  when  I came  into  the  house  of  representatives.  I found  most 
of  the  old  members  clinging  to  it  with  great  tenacity,  and  subse- 
quent observation  has  satisfied  me  of'  its  wisdom,  and  removed 
whatever  doubts  I entertained  originally  of  its  propriety.  It  has 
been  indiscriminately  applied  by  the  house  to  members  of  all  par- 
ties. The  right  of  one  or  two  members  to  compel  a body  to  con- 
sider a proposition  which,  on  account  of  the  time,  its  manner,  or 
its  matter,  they  do  not  think  proper  to  deliberate  upon,  can  only 
be  maintained  by  a reversal  of  the  rule  that  the  plurality  of  mem- 
bers is  to  govern,  and  would,  as  to  that  particular  subject , make 
the  mover  and  his  second  superior  to  the  whole  body.  It  may,  in- 
deed be  alleged  that,  unless  such  a privilege  be  recognised,  great 
abuse  may  be  practised— that  the  body  may  refuse  to  consider  the 
most  imperious  and  momentous  subject  of  national  interest.  The 
obvious  reply  is,  that  an  indulgence  of  such  a privilege  expose; 
the  body  to  great  abuse  by  any  member  who  can  obtain  a second, 
and,  in  the  danger  of  opposite  abuses,  it  is  believed  there  is  great- 
er safety  on  the  side  of  greater  numbers.  The  responsibility  of 
a representative'  body,  for  what  is  not  dona,  exists  no  less  than  lor 
what  is  done.  It  is  not,  therefore,  probable  that  it  will  i*efuse  to 
consider,  and  consequently  to  adopt,  a measure  presented  for  its 
deliberation  under  circumstances  unexceptionable  as  to  time,  form 
and  nature  of  the  proposition.  The  abuse,  however,  of  a rule,  in 
its  practical  operation,  is  best  tested  by  an  examination  of  the 
cases  to  which  it  has  been  applied.  I wiil  content  myself  with  that 
furnished  by  Mr.  Randolphs  own  record.  An  extraordinary  ses- 
sion of  congress  is  convoked  ; various  laws  are  passed,  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  war.  During  their  pendency,  both  in  their 
incipient  and  matured  forms,  the  subject  is  discussed  at  great  length. 

Every  topic  calculated  to  excite  the  passions, alarm  the  fears,  or  en- 
lighten tiie  judgment,  is  exhausted.  More  than  any  other  member 
oi  the  house  (often,  I own,  with  admiration  on  my  own  part  of  his 
talents,  however  much  I disapproved  his  sentiments)  is  Mr.  R.  pa- 
tiently and  repeatedly  heard  to  develope  his  views  on  that  solemn 
question.  The  period  at  length  arrives  when,  by  every  previous  in- 
dication, a declaration  of  war  would  seem  to  be  absolutely  inevita- 
ble. Of  that  very  committee,  from  which  it  was  expected  such  a 
declaration  was  to  emanate,  Mr.  R.  is  a member.  It  is  admitted  by 
himself  on  the  30th  May,  that  on  the  succeeding  Monday  it  was 

believed  it  would  be  presented  to  the  house. It  is  admitted  by 

himself  that  it  was  intended  to  be  discussed  with  closed  doors.— 

Yet  on  that  day  (the  30th  May)  what  does  he  attempt  ? Forestalling 
the  friends  of  the  measure,  with  open  doors,  without  disclosing 
his  particular  motion,  he  engages  in  an  argument  which,  after  con- 
suming one  hour,  is  now  denominated  a fragment  only  ; and 
when  required  by  the  house,  reluctantly  submits  tlie  negative 
proposition,  that  it  is  not  expedient,  at  this  time,  under-existing 
circumstances,  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain!  Can  I be  mis- 
taken in  believing  that  the  refusal  of  the  house  to  consider  such  a 
proposition,  so  brought  forward,  will  be  approved  by  the  good  sense 
of  an  intelligent  public  ? It  is  said  that  a precedent  for  such  a 
motion  is  to  be  found  in  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sprigg,  made  in  1798. 

That  gentleman,  when  the  house  was  in  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  offered  three  resolutions,  of  which  one 
was  negative,  and  the  other  two  affirmative.  The  subject  before 
the  committee  was  the  President’s  message  of  19th  March,  1798.— 

At  that  time  the  practice  (now  no  longer  existing)  prevailed  to  dis- 
cuss such  messages  in  full.  That  message  was  a war  message. 

Being  under  consideration,  it  was  the  nature  of  an  affirmative  pro- 
position "'for  war,  to  which  Mr.  Sprigg’s  motion,  in  the  nature  of 
an  amendment,  was  the  negative.  Tiie  message  was  the  text,  the 
primary subjeet ; his*  motion  was  incidental  and  ancillary.  But 
Mr.  R’s  motion  was  primitive,  and  not  appurtenant  to  any  pend- 
ing question.  In  the  instance  of  Mr.  Sprigg,  no  point  was  made 
whether  the  committee  would  consider  the  proposition.  Perhaps, 
being  adireet  response  to  the  message,  they  were  bound  to  consi- 
der it,  or  not  to  af*t  upon  the  message.  Out  of  Mr.  R’s  motion, 
not  supposing  it  adopted,  no  positive  act  could  grow.  It  would  be 
as  if , the  house  should  formally  adopt  an  original  resolution  that 
they  would  not  pass  a particular  law*.  The  cases  of  Mr.  R.  and 
Mr.  S.  are  not  analogous.  Supposing,  however,  that  they  were,  in 
all  their  material  circumstances,  what  woujU  be  proven?  Only 

that  a body,  having  the  power  to  prescribe  the  time  when  it  w ill  reluctantly  Adopted  bv  Great  Britain 
consider  the  subjects  brought  before  it,  has  seen  lit  at  one  time  (no  I r|,  twees  Her  enemy  proclaiming  a u 

reason  then  existing  against  it)  to  deliberate  upon  a question,  • ■ ■ ’ 

which  at  another  time  (when  there  are  cogent  reasons  against  it) 

*t  has  not  thought  proper  to  consider. 

The  right  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  regulate  its  own 
proceedings  is  quite  manifest,  wh-  ther  we  advert  to  the  express 
provision  of  the  constitution,  or  to  the  nature  and  properties  of  a 
-deliberate  body.  It  is  undoubtedly  responsible  tor  the  abuse  of  that 
right,  no  Jtss  than  it  is  forthe-  abuse  'of  any  other  power  with  winch 
it  is  invested.  Whether,  in  the  instance  under  consideration,  it  has 


e,  thousands  of  Aim- 
lie  law,  and  of  their 
ntry  and  from  every 
board  shins  of  war  of 
verities  ot  their  disci- 
‘deadly  climes,  to  risk 
and  to  be  the  melan- 
_ their  own  brethren. 

’at  Britain  would  be  so 
self,  the  United  States 
have  in  vain  S^baustcd  remonstrances  ’mul  expostulations.  Ai  d 
that  no  proof  might  he  wanting  of  thcC\onciliatory  dispositions, 
and  no  prett*jLh\ft  for  a continuance  oralmmraetice,  the  British 
'^yformally  assuro^of  the  reaunkss  of  the  U.  States 
augements,  such  as  cqnltftnocTOa  rejected,  if  the' 
fch  subjects. were  the  mthqad  tlie^le  object.  The 
passed  without  effect. 

k have  lieeti  in  the  pteotice  also  of  violating  the 
ceof  our  coasts.  TheVbovcr  over  and  harrqss 
departing  commerce.  Tohfflfenost  insulting preteft* 

' Med  the  inost  lawless  proceedings  in  our  very  har- 
ntonly  spilt  American  blood  within  the  sanctuary 
jurisdiction.  The  principles  and  rules  enforced 
hen  a neutral  natiote^aminst  armed  vessels  of  bei- 
near  her  coasts,  a'utrfcstu ruing  her  commerce, 
mheless,  by  the  United 
itted  by  her  own  vessels, 
mruanders  additional 

•Bence  of  an  adequate 
f of  applying  one,  our 
1 the  great  staples  of 
itimate  markets ; and 
;k!  maritime  interests, 
they  have  been'eonsi- 
ifi  cation ; a relrospec- 
e in  other  important 
hied.  And  to  render 
ckades  have  been  re* 


are  w*eH  knbwV  When  called  on, 

States  rohmnitb  Vie  greater  offences 
her  government  has  bestowed  ou  tli 
marks  of  honor  and  confidence^ 

Under  pretended  blockades, 
force,  and  soinotnua^wiihout 
commerce  hjs  been  prapdered 
our  country  BlSe  ween  cutoff 
a destructivelnowtahned  at  ouragrii 
In  aggravation  of  OTfcT predatory  i; 
dereu  as  in  fbW  from  tWSylates  of 
tive  effect  bPHfc^hus  addwlWjis  has 
cases,  to  thd  unlawfulness  or  thecourst 
the  outrage  the  more  signal,  these  mock 

iteratrtkmd  ehj^jrced  in  the  face  of  official  communications  from, 
th”  BnnSik  government,  declaring,  as  the  true  definition  of  a legal 
hlockade^SJktUkiartieular  ports  must  be  actually  invested, and  pr, 
vious  w’arniujlQpven  to  vessels  bound  to  they,  not  to  enter-” 

Notcontent  with  these  occasional  expe< 
neutttuStrndc,  the  cabinet  of  Great  Brit 
the  s'\eKjn^S|ysteiu  of  blockades,  until . 
couucUoqjiiqht  iTiljhjeen  moulded  and  man?) 
its  poli ti c ;uTne ws,  u^ugn i mevcial  jealoif 
tisli  cruiserss 

To  our  rtsnonstrances^gaiiist  the  coir 
injustice  of  this  inuovatiotirf  the  first  rej 


its  for  laying  waste  our 
resorted,  at  length,  to 
he  name  of  orders  in 
jed,  as  might  best  suit 
'or  the  avidity  of  Bri* 

IJcatedand  trails cendant 
as  that  the  Orders  were 
lecess  .ry  retaliation  on 
blockade  ofthe  British 
les,  at  a tune  when  the  naval  force  5f  iTlkf  enemy  dared  not  to  is- 
sue from  his  own  ports.  She  was  reminded,  without  effect,  that 
her  own  prior  blockades,  unsupported  by  an  adequate  naval  force 
actually  applied  and  continued,  were  a liar  to  this  plea;  that  exe- 
cuted edicts  against  millions  of  our  property  could  not  be  retaliation 
on  edicts,  confessedly  impossible  to  be  executed ; that  retaliation, 
to  be  just,  should  ljiil  on  the  party  setting  tire  guilty  exa  mple,  not 
on  an  innocent  party,  which  was  not  evoi,  chargeable  with  an  ac- 
quiescence i<i  it. 
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\VTien  deprived  of  this  flimsy  veil  for  a prohibition  of  our  trade  the  bclicff  that  the  disavowal  pr6ceedcd  from  a spiritof  hostility  to 
with  her  enemy,  by  the  repeal  of  his  prohibition- of  our  trade  with'  the  commercial  rights  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States.  Audit 
Oreat  Britain,  her  cabinet,  instead  ot  a corresponding  repeal,  or  aj  haa  since  come  into  proof,  that  at  the  very  moment,  when’ the  pub* 
practical  discontinuance  of  its  orders,  formally  avowed  a determi- 1 lie  minister  was  holding  the  language  of  friendship  and  inspiring 
nation  to  persist  in' them  against  the  United  States,  until  the  mar- j confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the  negociation  with  which  he  was 
kets  of  her  enemy  should  be  laid  open  to  British  products  ; thus]  charged,  a secret  agent  of  his  goverement  was  emploped  in  intrigues, 
asserting  an  obligation  on  a neutral  power  to  require  one  beiliger- 1 having  for  their  object  a subversion  of  our  government,  and  a dis- 
ent  to  encourage,  by  its  interual  regulations,  the  trade  of  another  memberment  of  our  happy  union. 


belligerent  ; contradicting  her  ow  n practice  tow  ards  all  nations,  in 
peace  as  well  as  in  war  ; and  betraying  the  insincerity  of  those 
professions  which  inculcated  a belief  that,  having  resorted  to  her 
orders  with  regret,  she  was  anxious  to  find  an  occasion  for  putting 
an  end  to  them. 

Abandoning  still  more  all  respect  for  the  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  its  own  consistency,  the  British  government 
now  demands,  as  pre-requisites  to  a repeal  of  its  orders  as  they  re- 
late to  the  United  States,  that  a formality  slwuld  be  observed  in 
the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  nowise  necessary  to  their  termi- 
nation. nor  exemplified  by  British  usage  ; and  that  the  French  re- 
peal, besides  including  that  portion  of  the  decrees  which  operate 
within  a territorial  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  that  which  operates  on 
the  high  seas  against  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  should 
not  be  a single  special  repeal  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  but 
should  be  extended  to  whatever  other  neutral  nations  unconnected  I 
with  them,  may  be  affected  by  those  decrees.  And  as  an  addition- 
al insult,  they  "are  called  oil  for  a formal  disavowal  of  conditions 
and  pretensions  gdvaj»  d by  the  French  government,  for  which 
the  United  States  are  Sapr  1^2 m having  made  themselves  respon- 
sible, that,  in  official  explanations,  which  have  been  published  to 
the  world,  and  in  a cori'edpondence  of  the  American  minister  at 
London  with  the  British  minister  lor  foreign  affairs,  such  a respon- 
sibility was  e&pficit)ytftnd  emphatically  disclaimed. 

It  has  become,  indeed,  sufficiently  certain  that  the  commerce  of 
.the  United  States  is  to  he-  sacrificed,  not  as  interfering  with  the  bel- 
ligerent rights  of  Great  Britain,  not  as  supplying  the  wants  of  her 
enemies,  which  she  herself  supplies,  but  as  interfering  with  the 
monopoly  which  she  covets  for  her  own  commerce  and  navigation. 
She  carries  on  a war  against  the  lawful  commerce  of  a friend,  that 
she  may  the  better  carry  on  a commerce  polluted  by  the  forgeries 
and  perjuries  winch  are,  for  the  most  pan,  the  only  passports  Aby 
which  it  can  succeed. 

Anxious  to  make  every  experiment  short  of  the  ]£st  resort  of  in- 
jured nations,  the  United  States  have  withheld  from  Great  Britain, 
under  successive  modifications,  the  benefits  of  a free  intercourse 
with  their  market, ‘the  foss  of  wiiich  could  not  but  outweigh  the 
profits  accruing  from  her  restrictions  of  our  commerce  with  other 
nations*  And  to  entitle 'these  experiments  to  the  more  favorable 
.consideration,  they  weEe*so  framed  as  to  enable  'tier  to  place  her 
adversary  under  the  exclusive-operation  of  them.  To  these  ap- 
peals her  government  has  been  equally  inflexible,  as  if  willing  to 
make  sacrifices  of  everysB^i rather  than  yield  to  the.  claims  of  jus- 
tice or  renounce  the  erriffcs  fit’  a false  pride..  Nay,  so  for  were  the 
attempts  earned,  to  overcome  the  attachment  of  the  British  cabi- 
net to  its  unjust  edicts,  thht  it  received  every  encouragement  with- 
in the  competency  of  the  executive  branch  of  our  government,  to 
.expect  that,  a repeal  pf  them  would  be  followed  by  a war  between 
the  United  States  and  Franee,  uftfess  the  French  edicts  should  also 
be  repealed.  Even  this  communication,  although  silencing  for- 
ever the  plea  of  a disposition  in  the  United  States  to  acquiesce  in 
in  those  edicts,  originally  the  sole  plea  for  them,  received  no  at- 
tention. 

If  no  other  proof  exited  of  a predetermination  of  the  British  go- 
vernment against  a rapid  of  its  orders,  it  might  be  found  on  the 
correspondence  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  and  the  British  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  in 
3.810,  on  the  question  whether  theblucKade  of  May  180$,  was  con- 
sidered as  in  force  or  as  not  in  force.  It  had  been  ascertained  that 
the  French  government,' which  urged  this  blockade  as  the  ground 
of  its  Berlin  decree,  was  willing,  in  the  event  of  its  removal,  to  re- 
peal that  decree ; which,  being  followed  , by  alternate  repeals  of  the 
’other  offensive  edicts,  might  abolish  the  whole  system  on  both 
sides.  This  inviting  opportunity  for  accomplishing  an  object  so 
important jto  the  United  States,  and  professed  so  often  to  i»e  the 
desire  of  both  the  belligerents,  w as  made  known  to  the  British  go- 
vernment. As  that  government  admits  that  an  actual  application 
©f  an  adequate  fpyceas  necessary  to  the  existence  of  a legal  blockade 
and  it  was  notorious, that  if  such  a foyeehad  eve#  been  applied, its  long 
discontinuance  had  ammlledthe  blockade jpdfUestion,  there  could  be 
no  sufficient  objection  on  the  part  of- Great  Britain  to  a formal 

' ....  - i 


In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United 
States  our  attention  is  necessarily  drawn  to  the  warfare  just  renew- 
ed by  the  savages  on  one  of  our  extensive  frontiers ; a warfare  which 
is  known  to  spare  neither  age  or  sex,  ami  to  be  distinguished  by 
features  peculiarly  shocking  to  humanity.  It  is  difficult  to  account 
for  the  activity  and  combinations  which  have  for  some  time  been 
developing  themselves  among  tribes  in  the  constantintercourse  with 
British  traders  and  garrisons,  without  connecting  their  hostility 
with  that  influence ; and  without  recollecting  the  authenticated 
examples  of  such  interpositions  heretofore  furnished  by  the  officers 
and  agents  of  that  government. 

Such  is  the  spectacle  of  injuries  and  indignities 
which  have  been  heaped  on  our  country  : and  such 
the  crisis  which  its  unexampled  forbearance  and 
conciliatory  efforts  have  not  been  able  to  avert.  It 
might  at  least  have  been  expected  that  an  enlight- 
ened nation,  if  less  urged  by  moral  obligations,  or 
invited  by  friendly  dispositions  on  the  part  of  tha 
United  States  wouid  have  found,  in  its  true  interest 
alone, ^a,  sufficient  motive  to  respect  their  rights  and 
their  tranquility  on  the  high  seas  ; that  an  enlarged 
policy  would  havefavored  that  free  ^general  circula- 
tion of  commerce, in  which  the  British  nation  is  at  all 
limes  interested,  and  which  in  times  of  war  is  the 
best  alleviation  of  its  calamities  to  herself  as  well  as 
the  other  belligerents  ; and  more  especially  that  the 
British  cabinet  would  not,  for  the  sake  of  the  pre- 
carious and  surreptitious  intercourse  with  hostile 
markets,  have  persevered  in  a course  of  measures 
which  necessarily  put  at  hazard  the  invaluable  mar- 
ket of  a great  and  growing  country,  disposed  to 
cultivate  the  mutual  advantages  of  an  active  com- 
merce. 

Other  councils  have  prevailed.  Our  moderation 
and  conciliation  have  had  no  other  effect  than  to 
encourage  perseverance,  and  to  enlarge  pretensions. 
We  behold  our  seafaring  citizens  still  the  daily  vic- 
tims of  lawless  violence  committed  on  the  great 
common  and  highway  of  nations,  even  within  sight 
of  the  country  which  owes  them  protection.  We 
behold  our  vessels  freighted  with  the  products  of 
our  soil  and  industry,  or  returning  with  the  honest 
proceeds  of  them,  wrested  from  their  lawful  desti- 
nations, confiscated  by  prize  courts,  no  longer  the 
organs  of  public  law,  but  the  instruments  of  arbi- 
trary edicts  ; and  their  unfortunate  crews  dispersed 
and  lost,  or  forced  or  inveigled,  in  British  ports, 
into  British  fleets  : whilst  arguments  are  employed 
in  support  of  these  aggressions,  which  have  no 
foundation  hut  in  a principle  equally  supporting  a 
claim  to  regulate  our  external  commerce  in  all  ca- 
nes whatsoever. 

We  behold,  i^  fine,  on  the  side  of  Great  Britain 
a state  of  war  against  the  United  States  ; and  on  the 
revocation  of  it  f and  no  imaginable  objection,  to  a declaration  of  side  of  the  United  States  a state  of  peace  towards 
the  fact,  that  the  blockade  did  not  exist.  The  declaration  would  p.  . 0 • 

have  been  consistent  with  her  avowed  principles  of  blockade,  and  xxieaL  r>  riiam. 

Whether  the  United  States  shall  continue  passive 
under  these  progressive  usurpations,  and  these  ac- 
cumulating wrongs  ; or,  opposing  force  to  force  in 
defence  of  their  natural  rights,  shall  commit  a just 
cause  into  the  hands  of  the  Almighty  Disposer  of 
events,  avoiding  all  connections  which  might  en- 
tangle it  in  the  contests  or  views  of  other  powers, 
and  preserving  a constant  readiness  to  concur  in  an 
honourable  re-establishment  of  peace  and  friendship, 
is  a solemn  question,  which  the  constitution  wisely 
confides  to  the  legislative  department  of  the  govern- 
ment. In  recommending  it  to  their  early  delibera- 
tions, I am  happy  in  the  assurance  that  the  decision 
w ill  be  worthy  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  coun- 
cils of  a virtuous,  a frep,  and  a powerful  nation. 


■yrouid  have  enabled  the  United  States  to  demand  from  France,  the 
pledged  repeal  of  her  decrees ; either  v/ith  success,  in  which  case 
the  way  would  have  been  opened  for  a cem  rat  repeal’  of  the  bel- 
ligerent edicts ; or  without  success,  in  which  case  the  United  States 
would  have  been  justified  in  turning’  their  measures  exclusively 
against  France,  The  British  government  would,  however,  neither 
rescindjthe  blockade  nor  declare  its  non-existence ; nor  permit  its 
pon-existenee  to  be  inferred  and  affirmed  hy  the  American  pleni- 
potentiary. On  the  contrary,  by  representing-  the  blockade  to  be 
comprehended  in  the  orders  in  council,  the  United  States  were 
compelled  so  to  regard  it  in  their  subsequent  proceedings. 

There  w as  a period  when  u favorable  change  in  the  policy  of  the 
British  cabinet,  was  justly  considered  as  established.  The  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  majesty  here  proposed  an  adjust- 
ment of  thodifierences  more  immediately  endangering  the  harmo- 
ny of  the  two  countries.  The  proposition  was  accepted  with  Ja  promp 
titudeand  cordiality  corresponding  with  the  invariable  professions 
pf  this  government.  A foundation  appeared  to  be  laid  for  a sincere 
and  lasting  reconciliation.  The  prospect,  however,  quickly  va- 
nished. The  whole  proceeding  was  disavowed  by  the  British  go- 
vernment without  any  explanations  which  could  at  that  time  repress 
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Having  presented  this  view  of  the  relations  of 
the  United  States  with  Great  Britain  and  of  the 
solemn  alternative  growing  out  of  them,  I proceed 
to  remark  that  the  communications  last  made  to 
congress  on  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  France 
will  have  shown  that  since  the  revocation  of  her  de 
crees  as  they  violated  the  neutral  rights  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  her  government  has  authorised  illegal 
captures,  by  its  privateers  and  public  ships,  and 
that  other  outrages  have  been  practised  on  our  ves- 
sels and  our  citizens.  It  will  have  been  seen  also, 
that  no  indemnitylhad  been  provided, or  satisfactorily 
pledged  for  the  extensive  spoliations  committed  un- 
der the  violent  and  retrospective  orders  of  the  French 
government  against  the  property  of  our  citizens 
seized  within  the  jurisdiction  of  France.  I abstain 
at  this  time  from  recommending  to  the  considera 
tion  of  congress  definitive  measures  with  respect  to 
that  nation,  in  the  expectation  that  the  result  of  un 
closed  discussions  between  our  minister  plenipoten 
tiary  at  Papis  and  the  French  government  will 
speedily  enable  congress  to  decide,  with  greater  ad 
vantage,  on  the  course  due  to  the  rights,  the  inte 
rests,  and  the  honor  of  our  country. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Washington,  June  1. 1812. 

The  committee  on  foreign  relations,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  message  of  the  'president  of  the  United 

States,  of  the  1st  of  June,  1812. 

REPORT— 

That  after  the  experience  which  the  United  States 
have  had  of  the  great  injustice  of  the  British  go 
vernment  towards  them,  exemplified  by  so  many 
acts  of  violence  and  oppression,  it  will  he  more  dif 
ficult  to  justify  to  the  impartiai  world  their  pa 
tient  forbearance,  than  the  measures  to  which  it 
hss  become  necessary  to  resort,  to  avenge  the 
wrongs,  and  vindicate  the  rights  and  honor  of  the 
nation.  Your  committee  are  happy  to  observe,  on 
a dispassionate  review  of  the  conduct  of  the  United 
States,  that  they  see  in  it  no  cause  for  censure. 

If  a long  forbearance  under  injuries  ought  ever 
to  be  considered  a virtue  in  any  nation,  it  is  one 
which  peculiarly  becomes  the  United  States.  No 
people  ever  had  stronger  motives  to  cherish  peace: 
none  have  ever  cherished  it  with  greater  sincerity 
and  zeal. 

But  the  period  has  now  arrived,  when  the  United 
States  must  support  their  character  and  station 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  or  submit  to  the 
most  shameful  degradation.  Forbearance  has  ceased 
to  be  a virtue.  War  on  the  one  side,  and  peace  on 
the  other,  is  a situation  as  ruinous  as  it  is  disgrace- 
ful. The  mad  ambition,  the  lust  of  power,  and  com 
mercial  avarice  of  Great  Britain,  arrogating  to  her- 
self the  complete  dominion  of  the  ocean,  and  exer 
cising  over  it  an  unbounded  and  lawless  tyranny, 
have  left  to  neutral  nations  an  alternative  only,  be- 
tween the  base  surrender  of  their  rights,  and  a 
manly  vindication  of  them.  Happily  for  the  United 
States,  theiV  destiny,  under  the  aid  of  Heaven,  is  in 
their  own  hands.  The  crisis  is  formidable  only  by 
their  love  of  peace.  As  soon  as  it  becomes  a duty 
to  relinquish  that  situation,  danger  disappears. — j 
They  have  suffered  no  wrongs,  they  have  received 
no  insults,  however  great,  for  which  they  cannot 
obtain  redress. 

More  than  seven  years  have  elapsed,  since  the 
commencement  of  this  system  of  hostile  aggression 
by  the  British  government,  on  the  rights  and  inter 
ests  of  the  United  States.  The  manner  of  its  com 
mencement  was  not  less  hostile,  than  the  spirit 
with  which  it  has  been  prosecuted.  The  U.  Sfates 
have  invariably  done,  every  thing  in  their  power  to 


preserve  the  relations  of  friendship  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. Of  this  disposition  they  gave  a distinguished 
proof,  at  the  moment  when  they  were  made  the  vic- 
tims of  an  opposite  policy.  The  wrongs  of  the  last 
war  had  not  been  forgotten  at  the  commencement 
of  the  present  one.  They  warned  us  of  dangers, 
against  which  it  was  sought  to  provide.  As  early 
as  the  year  I.804-,  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  London  was  instructed,  to  invite  the  British  go- 
vernment to  enter  into  a negociation  on  all  the 
points  on  which  a collision  might  arise  between  the 
two  countries,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  and  to 
propose  to  it  an  arrangement  of  their  claims  on  fair 
and  reasonable  conditions.  The  invitation  was  ac- 
cepted. A negociation  had  commenced  and  was 
depending,  and  nothing  had  occurred  to  excite  a 
doubt  that  it  would  not  terminate  to  the  satisfaction, 
of  both  the  parties.  It  was  at  this  time,  and  under 
these  circumstances,  that  an  attack  was  made,  by 
surprize,  on  an  important  branch  of  the  American 
commerce,  which  affected  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  involved  many  of  their  citizens  in  ruin. 

The  commerce  on  which  this  attack  was  so  un- 
expectedly made,  was  between  the  United  States 
and  the  colonies  of  France,  Spain,  ajid  other  ene- 
mies of  G.  Britain.  A commerce  just  in  itself; 
sanctioned  by  the  example  of  Great  Britain 
in  regard  to  the  trade  with  her  own  colonies  ; 
sanctioned  hy  a solemn  act  between  the  two  go- 
vernments in  the  last  war;  and  sanctioned  by  the 
practice  of  the  British  government  in  the  present 
war,  more  than  two  years  having  elapsed,  without 
anv  interference  with  it. 

The  injustice  of  this  attack  could  only  be  equal- 
led by  the  absurdity  of  the  pretext  alleged  for  it. 
It  was  pretended  by  the  British  government,  that 
in  case  of  war,  he-  enemy  had  no  right  to  modify 
its  colonial  regulations,  so  as  to  mitigate  the  calam- 
ities of  war  to  the  inhabitants  of  its  colonies  This 
pretension  peculiar  to  Great  Britain,  is  utterly  in- 
compatible with  the  rights  of  the  sovereignty  in 
evervindependent  state.  If  we  recur  to  the  well  est- 
bli'  bed  and  universally  admitted  law  of  nations,  we* 
shall  find  no  sanction  to  it,  in  that  venerable  code. 
The  sovereignty  of  every  state  is  co-extensive  with 
its  dominions,  and  cannot  be  abrogated,  or  curtailed 
in  rights,  as  to  any  part,  except  bv  conquest.  Neu- 
tral nations  have  a right  to  trade  to  every  port  of 
either  belligerent,  which  is  not  legally  blockaded  ; 
and  in  all  articles  which  are  not  contraband  ol  war. 
Such  is  the  absurdity  of  this  pretension,  that  your 
committee  are  aware,  especially  alter  the  able  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  heretofore  refuted,  and  ex- 
posed, that  they  would  offer  an  insult  to  the  under- 
standing of  the  house,  if  the)7  enlarged  on  it,-  and  if 
any  thing  could  add  to  the  high  sense  of  the  injus- 
tice of  the  British  government  in  the  transaction, 
it  would  be  the  contrast  which  her  conduct  exhibits 
in  regard  to  this  trade,  and  in  regard  to  a similar 
trade  by  neutrals  with  her  own  colonies.  It  is  known 
to  the  world, that  G.  Britain  regulates  her  owri  trade 
in  warand  in  peace,  at  home  and  in  her  colonies, 
as  she  finds  for  her  interest — that  in  war  she  relaxes 
jthe  restraints  of  her  colonial  system  in  favor  of  the 
colonies,  and  that  it  never  was  suggested  that  she 
bad  not  a right  to  do  it ; or  that  a neutral  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  relaxation  violated  a belligerent 
right  of  her  enemy.  But  with  Great  Britain  every 
thing  is  lawful  It  is  only  in  a trade  with  her  ene- 
mies that  the  United  States  can  do  wrong.  With 
them  all  trade  is  unlawful. 

In  the  vear  1793  an  attack  was  made  by  the  Bri- 
tish government  on  the  same  branch  of  our  neutral 
1 trade,  which  had  nearly  involved  the  two  countries 
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in  a war.  That  difference  however  wasam  ic  ably  ac- 
commodated. The  pretension  wa$  withdrawn  ami 
reparation  made  to  the  United  States  for  the  losses 
which  they  had  suffered  by  it.  It  was  fair  to  infer 
from  that  arrangement  that  the  commerce  was 
deemed  by  the  British  government  lawful,  and  that 
it  would  not  be  again  disturbed. 

Had  the  British  government  been  resolved  to 
contest  this  trade  with  neutrals,  it  was  due  to  the 
-character  of  the  British  nation  that  the  decision 
should  be  made  known  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  The  existence  of  a negociation 
which  h iJ  been  invited  by  our  government,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  differences  by  an  amicable 
arrangement  of  their  respective  pretensions,  gave  a 
strong  claim  to  the  notification,  while  it  afforded 
the  fairest  opportunity  for  it.  But  a very  different 
policy  animated  the  then  cabinet  of  England.  The 
liberal  confidence  and  friendly  overtures  of  the 
United  States  were  taken  advantage  of  to  ensnare 
them.  Steady  to  its  purpose  and  inflexibly  hostile 
to  this  country,  the  British  government  calmly 
looked  forward  to  the  moment,  when  it  might  give 
the  most  deadly  wound  to  our  interests. A tradejust 
in  itself,  which  was  secured  by  so  many  strong  and 
sacred  pledges,  was  considered  safe.  Our  citizens 
with  their  usual  industry  and  enterprise  had  em- 
barked in  it  a vast  proportion  of  their  shipping, 
and  of  their  capital,  which  were  at  sea,  under  no 
other  protection  than  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
confidence  which  they  reposed  in  the  justice  and 
fi  iendsfiip  of  the  British  nation.  At  this  period  the 
unexpected  blow  was  given.  Many  of  vessels  were 
Seized,  carried  into  port  and  condemed  by  a tribu 
nal,  which,  while  it  professes  to  respect  the  law  of 
nations, obeyd  the  mandates  of  its  own  government. 
Hundres  of  other  vessels  were  driven  from  the 
ocean,  and  the  trade  itself  in  a great  measure  sap 
pressed.  The  effect  produced  by  this  attack  on  the 
Jawful  commerce  of  the  United  States  was  such  as 
might  have  been  expected  from  a virtuous,  inde 
pendent  and  highly  injured  people.  But  one 
Sentiment  pervaded  the  whole  American  nation. 
No  local  interests  were  regarded  ; no  sordid  mo- 
tives felt.  Without  looking  to  the  parts  which  suf- 
fered most,  the  invasion  of  our  rights  was  consider- 
ed a common  cause,  and  from  one  extremity  of  our 
Union  to  the  other,  was  heard  the  voice  of  an  united 
people;  calling  on  their  government  to  avenge  their 
wrongs,  and  vindicate  the  rights  and  honor  of  their 
(Country. 

From  this  period  the  British  government  has 
gone  on  in  a continued  encroachment  on  the  rights 
&nd  interests  of  the  United  States,  disregarding  in 
its  course,  in  many  instances.,  obligations  which 
have  heretofore  been  held  sacred  by  civilized  na- 
tions. 

In  May,  1806,  the  whole  coast  of  the  continent 
from  the  Elbe  to  Brest  inclusive,  was  declared  to  be 
its  a state  of  blockade.  Bv  this  act,  the  well  esta- 
blished principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  principles 
which  have  served  for  ages  as  guides,  and  fixed  the 
boundary  between  the  rights  to  belligerents  and 
neutrals,  were  violated  : By  the  law  of  nations,  as 
recognized  by  Great- Britain  herself,  no  blockade 
is  lawful,  unless  it  be  sustained  by  the  application  of 
an  adequate  force,  apd  th^t  an  adequate  force  was 
applied  tp  this  blockade,  ip  its  full  extent,  ought 
not  to  be  pretended.  Whether  Great  Britain  was 
able  to  maintain,  legally,  so  extensive  a blockade, 
considering  the  war  in  which  she  is  engaged,  re 
quiring  such  extensive  naval  operations,  is  a ques- 
tion which  it  is  not  necessary  at  this  time  to  ex- 
amine. It  js  sufficient  to  be  known,  that  such  force, 


was  not  applied,  and  this  is  evident  from  the  terma 
of  the  blockade  itself,  by  which,  compai  atively,  an 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  coast  only  was  declar- 
ed to  be  in  a state  of  strict  and  rigorous  blockade. 
The  objection  to  the  measure  is  not  diminished  by 
that  circumstance.  If  the  force  was  not  applied, 
the  blockade  was  unlawful  from  whatever  cause  the 
failure  might  proceed.  The  belligerent  who  insti- 
tutes the  blockade  cannot  absolve  itself  from  the'oh* 
ligation  to  apply  the  force  under  any  pretext  what- 
ever. For  a belligerent  to  relax  a blockade,  which 
it  could  not  maintain,  it  would  be  a refinement  iu 
in  ustice,  not  less  insulting  to  the  understanding 
than  repugnant  to  the  law  of  nations.  To  claim 
merit  for  the  mitigation  of  an  evil,  which  the  party 
either  had  not  the  power  or  found  it  inconvenient 
to  inflict,  would  be  a new  mode  of  encroaching  on 
neutral  rights — Your  committee  think  it  just  to  re- 
mark that  this  act  of  the  British  government  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  adopted  in  tfife  sense  in 
which  it  has  been  since  construed.  On  considera- 
tion of  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  mea- 
sure, and  particularly  the  character  of  the  distin- 
guished statesman  who  announced  it,  we  are  per- 
suaded that  it  was  conceived  in  a spirit  of  concilia- 
tion and  intended  to  lead  to  an  accommodation  of  all 
differences  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.  His  death  disappointed  that  hope,  and 
the  apt  has  since  become  subservient  to  other  pur- 
poses. It  has  been  made  by  his  successors  a pre- 
text for  that  vast  system  of  usurpation,  which  has 
so  long  oppressed  and  harrassed  our  Commerce. 

The  next  act  of  the  British  government  which 
claims  our  attention  is  the  order  of  council  of  Janu- 
ary 7 , 1807 , by  which  neutral  powers  are  prohibited 
trading  from  one  port  to  another  of  France  or  her 
allies,  or  any  other  country  with  which  Great 
Britain  might  not  freely  trade.  By  this  order  the 
pretension  of  England,  heretofore  claimed  by  eve»y 
other  power,  to  prohibit  neutrals  disposing  of  paits 
>f  their  cargoes  at  different  ports  of  the  same  ene- 
my, is  revived  and  with  vast  accumulation  of  inju- 
ry. Every  enemy,  however  great  the  number  or 
distant  from  each  other,  is  considered  one,  and  the 
like  trade  even  with  powers  at  peace  with  England, 
who  from  motives  of  policy  had  excluded  or  re. 
straiped  her  commerce,  was  also  prohibited.  In 
this  act  the  British  government  evidently  disclaimed 
all  regard  for  neutral  rights.  Aware  that  the  mea- 
sures authorised  by  it  could  find  no  pretext  in  anv 
belligerent  right,  none  was  urged.  To  prohibit 
the  sale  of  our  produce,  consisting  of  innocent  aiv 
tides  at  any  port  of  a belligerent,  not  blockaded,  to 
consider  every  belligerent  as  one,  and  subject  neu- 
trals to  the  same  restraints  with  all,  as  it  there  was 
but  one,  were  bold  encroachments.  But  to  restrain 
or  in  any  manner  interfere  with  our  commerce  with 
neutral  nations  with  whom  Great  Britain  was  at 
peace,  and  against  whom  she  had  no  justifiable 
cause  of  war,  for  the  sole  reason,  that  the  restrain- 
ed or  excluded  from  their  ports  her  commerce,  was 
utterly  incompatible  with  the  pacific  relations  sub*- 
sisting  between  the  two  contries. 

We  proceed  to  bring  into  view  the  British  order 
in  council  of  November  11th  1807,  which  superced- 
ed every  other  order,  and  consummated  that  system 
of  hostility  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
which  has  been  since  so  steadily  pursued.  By  this 
order  all  France  and  her  allies  and  every  other 
country  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  or  with  which 
she  was, not  at  war,  from  which  the  British  flag  was 
excluded  and  all  the  colonies  of  her  enemies,  were 
subjected  to  the  same  restrictions  as  if  they  w.erp 
actually  blockaded  in  the  .most  strict  and  rigorous 
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frontiers,  your  committee  are  not  disposed  to  occupy  much  time  in 
investigating.  Certain  indications  of  general  notoriety  inaysup-* 
ply  the  place  of  authentic  documents  ; though  these  have  not  been 
wanting  to  establish  the  fact  in  some  instances.  It  is  known  that 
symptoms  of  British  hostility  towards  the  United  States,  have  nevef 
failed  to  produce  corresponding  symptoms  among  those  tribes* — 
It  is  also  well  known  that  on  all  such  occasions,  abundant  ■ sup* 
plies  of  the  ordinary  munitions  of  war  have  been  afforded  by  the 
agents  of  British  commercial  companies,  ai  d even  from  British 
garrisons,  wherewith  they  w ere  enabled  to  commence  that  system 
of  savage  warfare  on  our  frontiers  which  has  been  at  all  times  in- 
discriminate in  its  effects,  on  all  ages,  sexes  and  conditions,  and  so 
revolting  to  humanity. 

Your  committee  w ould  be  much  gratified  if  they  could  close  here 
the  detail  of  British  wrongs  ; but  it  is  their  duty  to  recite  another 
act  of  still  greater  malignity,  than  any  of  those  which  have  been 
already  brought  to  your  view.  The  attempt  to  dismember  our 
union  and  -overthrow  our  excellent  constitution,  by  a secret  mis* 
sion,  the  object  of  which  was,  to  foment  discontents  and  excite  in* 

[ surrection  against  the  constituted  authorities  and  laws  of  the  nation* 
as  lately  disclosed  by  the  agent  employed  in  it,  aifords  full  proof 
that  there  is  no  bound  to  the  hostility  of  the  British  government 
towards  the  United  States— —no  act,  however  unjustifiable, 
which  it  w ould  not  commit  to  accomplish  their  ruin.  This  attempt 
excites  the  greater  horror  from  the  consideration  that  it  wns  made 
while  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  were  at  peace,  and  an 
amicable  negoejation  was  depending  between  them  ter  the  accom- 
modation of  their  differences  through  public  ministers  regularly 
authorised  for  the  purpose. 

The  United  States  have  beheld,  with  unexampled 
forbearance,  tn is  continued  series  of  hostile  en 
croachments  on  their  rights  any  interests,  in  the 
hope,  that,  yielding  to  the  force  of  friendly  remon- 
strances, often  repeated,  the  British  government 
might  adopt  a more  just  policy  towards  them  ; but 
that  hope  no  longer  exists.  They  have  also  weigh  • 
ed  impartially  the  reasons  which  have  been  urged  by 
the  British  government  in  vindication  of  these  en- 
Icoachments,  and  found  in  them  neither  justification 
or  apology. 

The  British  government  has  alleged  in  vindica- 
tion of  the  orders  in  council  th^t  they  were  resort- 
ed to  as  a retaliation  on  France,  for  similar  aggresr 
siona  comitted  by  her  on  our  neutral  trade  with  the 
British  dominions.  But  how  has  this  plea  been 
supported  ? The  dates  of  British  and  French  ag- 

gressions are  well  known  to  the  world.  Their  ori- 
gin and  progress  have  been  marked  with  too  wide 
and  destructive  a waste  of  the  property  of  our  feliow- 
citizcns,  to  have  been  forgotten.  The  decree  of 
Berlin-  ofNov.  21st,  1806,  was  the  first  aggression  of 
France  in  the  present  war.  Eighteen  months  had 
then  elapsed,  after  the  attack  made  bv  G.  B itainon 
our  neutral  trrde,  with  the  colonies  of  France  and  her 
allies,  and  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  procla- 
mation of  May,  1806.  Even  on  the  7th  of, Jan. 
1807,  the  date  of  the  first  British  order  in  council 
so  short  a term  had  elapsed,  after  the  Berlin  decree, 
that  it  was  hardlv  possible  that  the  intelligence  of  it 
should  have  reached  the  United  States.  Aietal-a- 
tion  which  is  to  produce  its  effect,  by  operating  015 
a neutral  power,  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to.  tilt 
the  neutral  had  justified  it  bv  a culpable  acquies- 
cence in  the  unlawful  act  of  the  other  belligerent,  ft 

- ought  to  he  delayed  until  after  sufficient  time  had 

its  own  people.  An  exemption  of  the  citizens  oft  been  allowed  to  the  neutral  to  remonstrate  against, 
the  United  States  from  this  degrading  oppression  j the  measure  complained  of,  to  receive  an  answer, 
and  their  flag  from  violation,  is  all  that  they  havejand  to  act  on  it,  which  had  not  been  done  in  the 
sought.  {present  instance;  and  when  the  order  of  Noveiu- 

The  lawless  wasteof  our  trade  and  equally  unlawful  impress*]  b -r  11  was  issued,  it  is  well  known  that  a minister  of 
Untvle'^exu’of  blocSingj  f>ance  had  declared  to  the  minister  plenipotentia » y of 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  France  and  lier  allies,  British  squadrons]  the  United  States  at  Pans,  that  it  was  not  intended 
have  been  stationed  on  our  own  coast,  to  watch  and  annoy  our,  that  the  decree  of  Berlin  should  apply  to  the  United 
own  trade,  a o give  effect  to  the  blockade  ot  European  ports,  the , c • ,,  , r. , , , 

ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States  have  been  blockaded.  In  I States.  ‘ t is  equally  well  known , that  no  A men  can 
executing  these  orders  of  the  British  government,  or  in  obeying  vessel  had  then  been  condemned  under  it,  or  seizure 
the  spirit  which  was  known  to  animate  it,  the  commanders  of  these  1 u m»dp  u-lfli  whirhtliP  Ft-ifosh  wneermen'  was 
squadrons  have  encroached  on  our  jurisdiction,  seized  our  vessels]  en  m^de’  which  the  tv.itish  govermeru  was 

and  earned  into  effect  impressments  within  our  limits,  and  done  ] acquainted.  I he  facts  prove,  mcontestiblv,  that  the 
other  acts  m great  injustice,  violence  and  oppression.  The  Unit-j  measures  of  France,  however  unjustifiable  in  them* 
ed  States  have  seen  with  mingled  indignation  and  surprise,  that]  , f . 

these  acts,  instead  of  procuring  to  the  perpetrators  the  punish-  *elves-  wer«  nothing  more  than  a pretext  for  those 
»>ent  due  to  their  crimes,  have  not  failed  to  recommend  them  to  of  England.  And  of  the  insufficiency  of  that  pte- 


.manner,  and  all  trade  in  articles  the  produce  and, 
manufacture  of  the  said  countries  and  colonies  and 
the  vessels  engaged  in  it  were  subjected  to  cap 
tin  e and  condemnation  as  lawful  prize.  To  this  or- 
der certain  exceptions  were  made  which  we  forbear 
to  notice,  because  they  were  not  adopted  from  a 
regard  to  neutral  rights,  but  were  dictated  by  poli 
cy  to  promote  the  commerce  of  England,  and  so 
far  as  they  related  to  neutral  powers,  were  said  to 
emanate  from  the  clemency  of  the  British  govern 
merit. 

It  would  be  superfluous  in  your  committee  to 
state,  that  by  this  order  the  British  government  de 
dared  direct  and  positive  war  against  the  United 
S'ates.  The  dominion  of  the  ocean  was  completely 
usurped  by  it,  all  commerce  forbidden  and  every  flag 
driven  from  it  or  subjected  to  capture  and  condem 
nation,  which  did  not  subserve  the  policy  ot  the 
British  government  by  paying  it  a tribute  and  sail 
ing  under  its  sanction.  From  this  period  the  Uni 
ted  Slates  have  incurred  the  heaviest  losses  and 
most  mortifying  humiliations.  They  have  borne 
the  calamities  of  war  without  retorting  them  on  its 
authors. 

So  far  your  committee  has  presented  to  the  view 
of  the  house  the  aggressions  which  have  been  com- 
mitted under  the  authority  of  the  British  govern- 
ment on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  We 
will  now  proceed  to  other  wrongs  which  have  been 
still  more  severely  felt.  Among  these  is  the  im 
pressment  of  our  seamen,  a practice  which  has 
been  unceasingly  maintained  by  Great  Britain  in 
the  wars  to  which  she  has  been  a party  since  our 
revolution.  Your  committee  cannot  convey  in 
adequate  terms  the  deep  sense  which  they  entertain 
of  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  this  proceeding 
Under  the  pretext  of  impressing  British  seamen, 
our  fellow-citizens  are  seized  in  British  ports,  on 
the  high  seas,  and  in  every  other  quarter  to  which 
the  British  power  extends,  are  taken  on  board  Bri- 
tish men  of  war  and  compelled  to  serve  there  as 
British  subjects.  in  this  mode  our  citizens  are 
wantonly  snatched  from  their  country  and  their 
families,  deprived  of  their  liberty  and  doomed  to  an 
ignominious  and  slavish  bondage,  compelled  to  fight 
the  battles  of  a foreign  country  and  often  to  perish 
in  them.  Our  flag  has  given  them  no  protection  ; 
it  has  been  unceasingly  violated  and  our  vessels  ex- 
posed to  danger  by  the  loss  of  the  men  taken  from 
them.  Your  committee  need  not  remark  that 
while  the  practice  is  continued,  it  is  impossible  for 
the  United  States  to  consider  themselves  an  inde- 
pendent nation.  Every  new  case  is  a new  proof  of 
their  degradation.  Its  continuance  is  the  more 
Unjustifiable  because  the  United  States  have  repeat- 
edly proposed  to  the  Briti  h govejnment  an  ar- 
rangement which  would  secure  to  it  the  control  of 


the  favor  of  their  government 
Whether  the  British  government  has  contributed  by  active  mea- 
sures to  excite  against  us  the  hostility  of  the  savage  Wibes  on  our 


text,  ample  proof  has  alreadv  been  afforded  by  the 
British  government  itself,  and  iu  the  most  inipres- 
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give  form.  Although  it  was  declared  that  the  or- 
ders incouncil  were  retaliatory  on  France  for  her 
decrees,  it  was  also  declared,  and  in  the  orders  them- 
selves, that  owing  tb  the  superiority  of  the  British 
navy,  by  which  the  fleets  of  France  and  her  allies 
were  confined  within  their  own  ports,  the  French 
decrees  were  considered  only  as  empty  threat.s 

It  is  no  justification  of  the  wrongs  of  one  power, 
that  the  like  were  committed  by  another ; nor 
ought  the  fact,  if  true,  to  have  been  urged  by  ei- 
ther. as  it  could  afford  no  proof  of  its  love  of  jus^ 
tice,  of  its  magnanimity,  or  even  of  its  courage. — 
it  is  more  worthy  the  government  of  a great  nation, 
to  relieve  than  to  assail  the  injured.  Nor  can  a re- 
petition of  the  wrongs  by  another  power  repair  the 
violated  rights,  or  wounded  honor,  of  the  in  jured 
party.  An  Utter  inability  alone  to  resist,  would 
justify  a quiet  surrender  of  our  rights,  and  degrad 
ing  submission  to  the  will  of  others.  To  that  con 
dltion  the  United  States  are  not  reduced,  nor  do 
they  fear  it.  That  they  ever  consented  to  discuss 
with  either  power  the  misconduct  of  the  other,  is  a 
proof  of  their  love  of  peace,  of  their  moderation, 
and  of  the  hope  which  they  still  indulged  that 
friendly  appeals  to  just  and  generous  sentiment* 
would  not  be  made  to  them  in  vain-  But  the  mo 
five  was  mistaken,  if  their  forbearance  was  imputed, 
either  to  the  want  of  a just  sensibility  to  their 
wrongs,  or  of  a determination,  if  suitable  redress 
was  not  obtained,  to  resent  them.  The  time  has 
now  arrived  when  this  system  of  reasoning  must 
cease.  It  yvould  be  insulting  to  repeat  it.  It  would 
fre  degrading  to  hear  it.  The  United  States  must 
act  as  an  independent  nation,  and  assert  their  rights 
and  avenge  their  wrongs,  according  to  their  own 
estimate  of  them,  with  the  party  who  commits 
them,  holding  it  responsible  for  its  own  misdeeds 
unmitigated  by  those  of  another. 

For  the  difference  made  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  by  the  application  of  the  non-impor- 
tation act  against  England  only,  the  motive  has 
been  already  too  often  explained,  and  is  too  well 
known  to  require  further  illustration.  In  the  com- 
mercial restrictions  to  which  the  United  States  re 
sorted  as  an  evidence  of  their  sensibility,  and  a mild 
retaliation  of  their  wrongs,  they  invariably  placed 
both  powers  on  the  same  footing,  holding  to  each 
in  respect  to  itself,  the  same  accommodation,  in 
ease  it  accepted  the  condition  offered,  and  in  rer 
spect  to  the  other,  the  same  restraint,  if  it  refused. 
Had  the  British  government  confirmed  the  arrange- 
ment, which  was  entered  into  with  the  British  minis- 
ter in  1809,  and  France  maintained  her  decrees, 
with  France  would  the  U.  States  have  had  to  resist, 
with  the  firmness  belonging  to  their  character,  the 
continued  violation  of  their  t ights.  The  committee 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  France  has  greatly 
injured  the  United  States,  and  that  satisfactory  re- 
paration has  not  yet  been  made  for  many  of  those 
injuries.  But  that  is  a concern  which  the  United 
States  will  look  to  and  settle  for  themselves.  The 
high  character  of  the  American  people,  is  a suffi 
cient  pledge  to  the  world,  that  they  will  not  fail  to 
settle  it,  on  Conditions  which  they  have  a right  to 
claim.  n 

More  recently,  the  true  policy  of  the  British  go- 
vernment towards  the  United  States  has  been  com 
pfetely  unfolded.  It  has  been  publicly  declared  by 
those  in  power,  that  the  orders  in  council  should 
not  be  repealed,  until  the  French  government  had 
revoked  all  its  internal  restraints  on  the  British  com 
mercc,  and  that  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  with 
France  and  her  allies,  should  be  prohibited  until 


Great  Britain  was  also  allowed  to  trade  with  then  * 
By  this  declaration,  it  appears,  that  to  satisfy  the 
pretensions  of  the  British  government,  the  United 
States  must  join  Great  Britain  in  the  war  with. 
France,  and  prosecute  the  war,  until  Fi  ance  should 
be  subdued,  for  without  her  subjugation,  it  were  in 
vain  to  presume  on  such  a concession,  'i'he  hos- 
tility of  the  British  government  to  these  states  has 
oeen  still  further  disclosed.  It  has  been  made  ma- 
nifest that  the  United  States  are  considered  by  it  as 
the  commercial  rival  of  Great  Britain,  and  that 
their  prosperity  and  growth  are  incompatible  with 
her  welfare.  When  all  these  circumstances  are 
taken  into  consideration,  it  is  impossible  for  your 
committee  to  doubt  the  motives  which  have  govern- 
ed the  British  ministry  in  all  its  measures  towards 
the  United  States  since  the  year  1805.  Equally  is 
it  impossible  todoubt,  longer,  the  course  which  the 
United  States  ought  to  pursue  towards  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

From  tills  view  of  the  multiplied  wrongs  of  the  British  govern* 
ment  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  it  must  be  evi- 
dent to  the  Impartial  world,  that  the  contest  which  is  now  forced 
on  the  United  States,  is  radically  a contest  lor  their  sovereignty 
and  independence.  Your  committee  w ill  not  enlarge  on  any  of 
the  injuries,  however  great,  which  have  had  a transitory  effect. — 
They  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  those  of  a parlia- 
mentary nature  only,  which  intrench  so  deeply  on  our  most  im- 
portant rights,  and  w ound  so  extensively  and  vitally  oi  ,•  best  in- 
terests, as  could  not  fail  to  deprive  the  United  States  of -the  prin- 
pal  advantages  of  their  revolution,  if  submitted  to.  The  control 
of  our  commerce  by  Great  Britain,  in  regulating  at  pleasure,  and 
expelling  it  almost  from  the  ocean;  the  oppressive  manner  in 
which  these  regulations  have  been  carried  into  effect  liy  seizing 
and  confiscating  such  of  our  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  as 
were  sai  d to  have  violated  her  edicts,  often  without  previous  w arn- 
ing of  their  danger ; the  impressment  of  onr  citizens  from  on  board 
our  own  vessels, on  the  high  seas,  and  elsewhere, and  holding  them  in 
bondage  until  itfsuited  the  convenience  of  these  oppressors  to  delis  cr 
them  up,  are  encroachments  of  that  high  and  dangerous  tendency 
which  could  not  fail  to  produce  that  pernicious  effect,  nor  would 

those  be  the  only  consequences  that  w ould  result  from  it. The 

British  government  might  lor  awhile, bo  satisfied  with  the  ascendan- 
cy thus  gained  over  us,  hut  its  pretensions  would  soon  increase.  The 
proof,  whichso  complete  and  disgraceful  a submission  to  its  authori- 
ty would  afford  of  our  degeneracy,  could  not  fail  to  inspire  confi- 
dence , that  there  was  no  limit  to  which  its  usurpations  and  our  de- 
gradations might  not  be  carried. 

Your  committee  believing  that  the  freeborn  sons  of  America  are 
worthy  to  enjoy  the  liberty  which  their  fathers  purchased  at  the 
price  of  much  blood  and  treasure,  and  seeing  in  the  measures 
adopted  by  G.  Britain,  a course  commenced  and  persisted  in  which 
j might  lead  to  a loss  of  national  character  and  independence,  feel  not 
hesitation  in  advising  resistance  by  force,  in  which  the  Americans 
of  the  present  day  will  prove  to  the  enemy  and  to  the  world,  that 
we  have  not  only  inherited  that  liberty  w hich  our  fathers  gave  us, 
but  also  the  will and pinver  to  maintain  it.  Relying  on  the  patri- 
otism of  the  nation  and  confidently  trusting  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
w ill  go  with  us  to  battle  in  a righteous  cause,  and  crown  our  efforts 
with  success — your  committee  recommend  an  immediate  apptul 


Declaring  War  between  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof  and  the  U nited  States  of 
America  and  their  territories. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  congress  assemltled,  That  WAR  he, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  exist  between  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 
"and  the  United  States  of  America  and  their  territories  ; and  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  liercbv  authorised 
to  use  the  whole  land  and  naval  force  of  she  United  States,  to  carry 
the  same  into  effect,  and  to  issue  to  private  armed  Vessels  of  the 
United  States  commissions,  or  letters  of  marque  and  general  re- 
prisals, in  such  form  as  he  shall  thinly  proper,  and  under  the  seal 
of  the  United  States,  against  the  vessels,  goods  and  effects  of  the 
government  of  the  same  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  of  the  subjects  thereof. 

June  18,  1812. 

Approved,  JAMES  MADISON. 

On  the  final  passage  of  the  act  in  the  Senate,  the  vote  was  19 
to  13— in  the  House  79  to  49. 


has  never  vet  been  our  f ortune  to  couie  be- 
fore eur  readers  with  so  much  interesting  matter  as 
thisnumber  contains,  which  we  have  spared  no  ex- 
ertion to  lay  before  them,  to  the  exclusion  of  many 
articles  in  type. 
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Hoec  olim  meminisse  juvabit. — Virgil. 
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By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  constituted  authority  vested  in  them, 
have  declared  by  their  act,  hearing  date  the  18th 
day  of  the  present  month,  that  war  exists  between 
the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  and  their  territories  : Now  there 
fore,  I JAMES  MADiSON,  President  of  the  Unit 
ed  States  of  America,  do  hereby  proclaim  the  same 
to  all  whom  it  may  concern  : and  1 do  specially  en 
join  on  all  persons  holding  offices,  civil  or  military 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  Slates,  that  they  be 
vigilant  and  zealous, in  discharging  the  duties  respec 
tively  incident  thereto  : And  J do  moreover  exhort 
all  the  good  people  of  the  United  States,  as  they 
love  their  country  ; as  they  value  the  precious  he 
ritage  derived  from  the  virtue  and  valor  of  their  fa- 
thers ; as  they  feel  the  wrongs  which  have  forced  on 
them  the  last  resort  of  injured  nations  ; and  as  they 
consult  the  best  means,  under  the  blessing  of  Di- 
vine Providence,  of  abridging  its  calamities  ; that 
they  exert  themselves  in  preserving  order,  in  pro 
moling  concord,  in  maintaining  the  authority  and 
the  efficacy  of  the  laws,  and  in  supporting  and  invi 
gorating  all  the  measures  which  may  he  adopted  by 
the  constituted  authorities,  for  obtaining  a speedy, 
a just,  and  an  honorable  peace. 

*###*##*  In  testimony  whereof  I have  hereunto 
set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to 
these  presents. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the 


JSEAL.  - 
* * 
*.##***-** 


to  enjoy,  what  he  has  richly  merited,  the  confidence  »f  a grateful 
people— the  noblest  reward  of  public  service— and  when,  at  some 
(Liuii.t  period,  lie  shall  lit-  ren.ov ecl  from  this  to  a latter  world,  may 
he  receive  the  approving  plaudit  of  his  parent  God  ! 

The  intimate  connexion  winch  schists  between  the  United 
States  and  each  individual  state  in  the  union,  renders  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  general  government  at  all  times  interesting  to  us,  as 
a member  .of  that  union  ; but  peculiarly  so  at  this  eventful  era,  in 
which  the  state  of  our  foreign  relations  presents  an  aspect  more 
truly  alarming  than  at  any  former  period.  From  both  France  and 
England  we  have  long  suffered,  and  still  continue  to  suffer,  grefit 
injustice.  They  have  unjustly  captured  and  condemned  our  com- 
merce, imprisoned  and  luld  in  servitude  our  seamen,  and  grossly 
violated  our  national  rights ; whilst  towards  both  those  various,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  have  steadily  and  uniformly  pursu- 
ed a course  of  conduct  founded  in  the  strictest  justice  and  marked 
with  the  most  impartial  neutrality.  The  government  of  France,  sen- 
sible of  the  wrongs  she  has  indicted,  has,  in  some  measure,  change 
ed  her  conduct  towards  this  country — and  though  our  suffering 
citizens  have  not  received  restitution  lor  the  injuries  they  have 
suffered,  yet  there  is  ground  to  hope  that  we  shall  eventually  ob- 
tain substantial  justice  from  that  empire.  Should,  however,  these 
hopes  end  in  disappointment,  1 hare  no  doubt  our  government  will 
eventually  adopt  such  measures  as  will  cause  our  rights  to  be  duly 
respected. 

But  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  United  States 
still  manifests  a spirit  of  obstinate  perseverance  in  measures  hos- 
tile to  our  dearest  interests  and  most  essential  rights.  She  has  ini  - 
pressed  thousands  of  our  seamen,  forced  them  to  serve  on  board 
her  public  ships,  and  in  the  event  of  a war,  w ill  no  doubt  compel 
them  to  shed  the  blood  of  their  innocent  breduren  and  unoffend- 
ing countrymen.  She  has  unjustly  captured  and  condemned  our 
vessels  mu!  cargoes— permitted  her  subjects  publicly  to  forge  ant! 
counterfeit  our  ships  papers,  and  assume  the  American  flag,  there- 
by exciting  suspicion  against  our  mercantile  character,  and  sub- 
jecting our  lawful  commerce  to  capture  by  other  belligerent 
powers.  And,  as  if  these  flagrant  acts  of  injustice  did  not  afford 
sufficient  evidence  of  her  deadly  hostility,  she  has  sent  spies  into 
our  country  to  alienate  the  affections  of  our  citizens  from  their  own 
government,  and  effect  a dismemberment  of  the  union.  A gainst 
these  outrages  and  aggressions,  the  government  of  the  Unite 4 
Stages,  preferring  negotiation  to  w ar.has  long  and  patiently  sought 
redress— and  even  supplicated  for  justice,  ’till  it  has  approached  a 
state  of  humiliation  incompatible  with  national  dignity  ; but  Great 
Britain,  goaded  on  by  the  prejudices  engendered  by  our  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  jealous  of  our  increasing  maritime  greatness,  (a 
greatness  which,  at  no  distant  period,  may  deprive  her  of  the  first 
rank  among  commercial  nations)  has  treated  our  just  claims  with 
neglect,  and  added  insult  to  injury. 

In  this  state  of  affairs,  but  one  alternative  remained  ; either 
tamely  to  surrender  our  rights, or  manfully  to  prepare  for  their  de- 
fence. A nation  of  freemen  could  not  long  hesitate  between  sub- 
mission and  war.  Congress  has,  therefore,  with  great  unanimity* 
resolved  to  adopt,  and  are  prosecuting  with  a correspondent  spirit, 
effective  measures  for  defence— and  unless  the  good  sense,  or  dies 
ferns  of  GiVatBritaiiJjShalliiuluce  her  to  do  unsubstantial  and  spei- 
dy  justice,  these  preparations  will  most  probably  terminate  in  a 
state  of  war.  Though  war  is  a great  calamity,  the  sacrifice  of  our 


(Signed) 


eiuht  hundred  and  twelve,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States 
the  thirty  sixth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


By  the  President. 

(Signed) 


nineteenth  day  of  June. one  thousand  essential  rights  is  greater.  It  is  witha  nation  as  with  an  individu- 


JAMES  MONROE, 

Secretary  of  State 


al,  there  is  a point  of  suffering,  beyond  which  forbearance,  instead 
of  repelling,  invites  aggression.  If  we  cherish  a spirit  of  submis- 
sion to  a foreign  power,  and  tamely  acquiesce  in  the  loss  of  ona 
right  after  another,  we  shall  thereby  prepare  the  public  mind  for 
a slate  of  degradation  arid  servitude,  more  dreadful  in  its  conse- 
quences than  that  of  war— for  a nation  cannot  long  survive  the  loss 
of  its  spirit-  We  have  puuiy  years  enjoyed  a state  of  peace  ami 
tranquility  far  exceeding  that  of  any  other  people — and  what  claim 
have  v*  e to  an  exemption  from  the  calamities  common  to  .all  na- 
tions ? Should  the  government  of  the  United  States,  eventually  be 
compelled,  in  vindication  of  our  rights,  to  resort  to  a war,  I have, 
entire  confidence  that  under  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence, 
the  wisdom  of  our  government,  the  resources  of  our  country,  and 
the  patriotism  of  our  citizens,  will  be  found  equal  to  the  arduous, 
conflict.  And  I trust  that  the  good  citizens  of  New-Hampshire 
will  cordially  unite,  and  at  all  hazards,  steadily  support  those  mea- 
sures which  the  government  of  their  own  choice  may  adopt ; and 
dial  we  shall  have  no  interest  cr  feeling  discordant  to  that  of  the 
nation. 

i lie  constitution  of  die  United  States  was  not  only  established 
by  the  people,  but  the  officers  who  administer,  it,  are  elected  by 
the  people,  and  at  short  and  limited  periods  must  return  to  the  rank 
of  citizens,  to  feel  the  effects  and  bear,  the  burthens  they  them- 
selves have  imposed.  As  the  interest  of  the  people  is  equally  their 
interest,  they  can  have  nb  sufficient  motive  to  make  laws  injurious 
to  the  community— they  are  therefore  entitled  to  our  reasonable 
confidence,  that  they  will  adopt  those  measures  only-,  which  to  tlu  m 
appear  best  calculated  to  promote  die  common  good.  The  great 

, .....  .....  magistrate,  1 ought  and  virtuous  YAishington,  speaking  of  this  government  says,  ltis- 

not, perhaps,  to  expect  that  general  approbatirfr.,  which  his  long  and  peetfor  its  authority,  compliance  with  its  laws,  acquiescence  in  its 
patriotic  services  have  so  Justly  obtained.  Akty  tre  Iorg  continue1  measures,  are  duties  enjoined  by  the  i'm»n omental  maxims  of  true 


Legislature  of  New  Hampshire. 

Extracts  from  Mr.  Plumer’s  speech  to  the  legislature  of  New- 
Hampshire,  delivered  on  the  6th  instant  : 

Having  accepted  the  office  of  governor  of  New-Hampshire  for  tlu 
present  year,  permit  me  to  express  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the 
freemen  of  the  state,  my  grateful  sense  of  this  distinguished  honor 
and  niy  resolution,  aided  by  jour  wisdom  and  experience,  so  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  this  responsible  trust,  as  shall  evince  to  the 
world,  that  the  honors  of  office  are  conferred,  not  for  the  emolu- 
ment of  the  incumbent,  but  to  enable  him  more  effectually  to  vin- 
dicate the  rights  and  promote  the  leap  pint  as  of  die  people  over 
whom  he  presides.  Though  my  ambition,  to  perform  acceptably 
the  dudes  of  office,  is  raised  by  a consideration  of  the  manner  in 
which  my  immediate  predecessor,  for  a series  of  j'ears,  has  so  ably 
and  prudently  discharged  the  duties  of  chief  magistrate,  I wight 
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liberty.”  It  is  one  of  the  first  principles  of  government,  that  the 
will  oi  t he  const  ituted  anthoritk  s,  expressed  by  tfie  Acts  of  the  ma- 
jorat, demand  the  obedience  of  every  citizen.  Nor  is  it  less  the 
peculiar  province  of  the  general  government  to  dine!  and  manage 
our  national  affairs,  than  it  is  our  indispensable  duty  and  highest 
interest,  to  afford  them  our  prompt  and  effective  aid,  in  carrying 
into  operation  all  their  constitutional  measures.  Permit  me,  then, 
gentlemen, to  recommend  to  you  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
.‘,,rect  tendency  to  assimilate  the  view  s and  feelings  of 
the  good  citizens  of  this  state  to  a friendship  with  our  sister  states, 

«iid  a union  of  sentiment  and  firm  attachment  to  the  United  States. 

TiLth°!r  Wh<>  ln<!slt1rtT1>  ii,(i,‘1!,ro  a propensity  to  complain  against 
tl*  measure*  ot  atIn“.r‘lstr:nion,  were  at  the  same  time  obliged  to 
propose  a substitute  for  what  they  censure,  they  would  find  that 
Pliers  have  frequently  but  a choice  of  difficulties,  mid  would  them- 
Sv.hes  be  compelled  often  to  approve  what  they  now  loudly  con- 
demn. It  is  fro  n a spirit  of  jealousy  and  flivi.sion  that  we  have  more 
*?-  ^PPrehc-11d»  t!«m  from  the  lioasted  pow  er  of  both  the  belligerents 
iM‘rol*e*  ^ut  a*  the.  danger  to  which  we  are  exposed  from 
abroad,  increases,  may  we  not  reasonably  Lope,  that  our  union 
among  ourselves  will  also  increase.  In  the  infancy  of  our  inde- 
pendence, common  danger  not  onlv  united  us,  but  even  supplied, 
in  many  casts,  the  defects  of  a feeble  system  of  government, 

W hich  possessed  the  power  to  recommend,  hut  not  the  authority  to 
enmree  us  requisitions.  Union  is  the  vital  strength  cf  a nation, 
particularly  so  oi  a republic,  whose  authority  rests  on  mbi-tc  ot/ini- 

Our  union  is  our  safety— a ho  ' *• 

cannot  stand . An  indissoluble  union 

not  only  to  our  prosperity,  but  even'  t’o'our’ existence 

XUltlOIl. 

^1e  ltniTe<V$tates  are  the  source  of  sovereignty-  , , 
or  these  the  mihtia  of  each  state  compose  an  essential  part,  and  r*er  edicts  the  most  harbarom,sa.vage  and  tyrannical 

*hou?d^e  A l°  SaVe  °Ur  Coft,nerce  from  destruction,  and 


We  doubt  the  right  of  a single  branch,  of  the  Icns- 
ature  of  this  stale , to  interfere  in  a question  ex- 
clusively belonging  to  the  congress  of  thoUnited 
States.  • Onr  senators  and  representatives  in  con- 
gress have  not  asked  our  advice,  nor  do  tney  need 
it — and  we  are  satisfied  that  they  will  consult  the 
interest,  support  the  honor,  and  maintain  the  dig- 
nity of  this  state,  and  of  the  United  States. 

We  apprehend  that  this  address  is  calculated 
to  embarrass  and  discourage  the  government,  stir 
up  opposition  to  its  measures,  weaken  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  their  rulers,  and  convince 
our  enemies  that  we  are  a weak,  discontented,  and 
divided  people. 

The  undersigned  perceive,  with  extreme  regret, 
an  intimation  in  this  address,  that  our  government 
are  about  to  wage  an  offensive  war  with  England. — 
We  are  satisfied  that  no  such  intention  exists.  That 
e authority  rests  on  public  otniii-  jits  .object  would  be  to  redress  and  repel  injuries  lone 
a house  divided  against  itself J • a-  , , . 7 

iiioii  of  tlie  states,  is  essential, j since  u»H»cted,  still  Wantonly  persisted  in,  and 
hieatened  to  be  further  continued  and  enforced. — 
A war  to  resist  depredations  the  most  wanton,  un- 


placed in  the  best  posture  of  defence-^ SS 


to  the  public  safety,  is  of  the  first  importance.  To  renderamili- 
tol^^ee^^idaUe, rt  must  be  well  organized,  armed  and  disci- 
plm«l.  Fhongh  the  militia  of  this  state  have  made  eonsid.Table 
progress  in  obmnmig  arms,  anil  acquiring  a knowledge  of  military 
tactics,  you  will,  no  doubt,  adopt  such  further  measures  as  may  be 
requisite  to  complete  their  improvement.  Perhaps  no  one  thing  is 
more  necessary  than  a further  supply  of  arms.  And  permit  me 
to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  the  propriety  of  directing  that 
all  battalion  musters  throughout  the  state’,  should  be  on  one  and 
the  sau.e  day.  M oultl  not  such  a provision,  have  a tendency  to 
increase  the  number  of  arms  and  accoutrements,  bv  preventing 
the  practice  of  soldiers  borrowing  them  from  each  other?  Would 
Knot  also  render  reg,  mental  musu-rs  less  necessary,  and  thus  save 
feme  and  expence  to  many  of  that  useful  class  of  citizens  > ‘ 

1 he  restrictions  and  embarrassments,  which  the  belligerents  of 
Europe  have  unjustly  imposed  u,H>n  our  commerce,  have  imluced 
many  of  our  citizens  to  devote  their  time  and  wealth  w the  bf- 
en-ase  and  improvement  of  domestic  manufactures.  The  prosner  - 
ty  of  these,  winch  have  a direct  tendency  to  render  us  less  Se  - 
dent  upon  foreign  nations,  and  more  deiH-ndentnponourseS- 
lilest  with  a country  of  various  climates,  abounding  with  raw  impe- 
rials of  every  kind,  and  a people  truly  industrious,  and  high he- 
gemons in  the  mechanical  arts,  we  are  capable  of  sum,® 'our- 
selves with  the  necessar.es  and  conveniencies,  if  not  with  the  luxu- 
r,es  ol  life.  By;  the  increase  of  manufactures  we  shall  enlarge  om- 
interim  commerce:  ami  different  portions  of  our  country  Si 
nmtualiy  supply  the  wants  of  each  other,  and  add  stivngth  io  he 
hond  ol  our  union,  lo  patronize  ami  support  agriculture  and 
manufactures.  1S  wuhin  the  peculiar  proving  of  the  state  egj  a. 
tures-and  I presume,  it  is  1,0  less  your  inclination  than  you  • dm  * 
whether  these  important  subjects  require  further  ltgis- 

The  of  th\s  state,  with  great  propriety,  have  made  it  om- 

express  duty  - to  cherish  the  interest  of  literature  and  science  ” 
Ail  good  systems  of  government,  and  more  especially  all  remib  h^n 
institutions,  are  founded  on  the  information  and  virtue  of  the  S 
pie-these  constitute  the  mam  pillars  in  the  temple  of  frewlon? 

1 he  moral  and  social  v.rtues  cannot  flourish  where  gross  i-n^ 
prevads-r cithout /cnovdcdgcthc  heart  cannot  be  goml.  KnowlS 
tends  to  puwfy  the  affections,  soften  the  manners,  and  exalt  the 
views  of  a people.  Good  governments  have  as  much  to  hone  as 
had  ones  to  fear,  from  a wdl-mioruied,  enlightened  people.  Let  ft 
tin  retore  he  our  enqmry  whether  any  further  provisions  f,,’ 

SSL  “ "T" a,,d  ex;c,“t  "f  •SSSiys 


Legislature  of  Massachusetts. 

Protest  oj  the  minority  o f the  house,  against  the  me 
mortal  to  congress. 

Tb.e  undersigned  members  of  said  House  of  Re 
presences  respectfully  PROTEST  against  an  ad- 
f ess  ofthis  honorable  house,  to  the  Congress  of  the 
tailed  States,  now  in  session,  setting  forth  the  in 
expediency  of  a war  with  Great  Britain,  stating  the 
dangers,  calamities  and  ruin  that  would  ensue  and 
a*  we  apprehend,  encouraging  a belief  that  the  peo- 
ple ol  this  Commonwealth  arc  willing  to  submit  to 
the  numerous  outrages  committed  on  our  neutral 
nghis. 


our  citizens  from  slavery.  While  we  deprecate  the 
the  calamities  of  a wai  with  Great  Britain,  we  are 
inclined  to  meet  them  in  preference  to  that  submis- 
sion which  this  spiritless  address  recommends  and 
indicates. 

The  numerous  and  aggravated  aggresssions  of 
England  on  our  neutral  rights  can  never  he  pallia- 
ed  by  the  conduct  of  France.  The  injurie-  of  the 
one  nation  can  never  excuse  the  acts  of  the  other. 
The  United  States  have  conducted  with  impartiality 
and  justice  towards  both  ; hut  by  England  particu- 
larly, we  have  been  insulted  and  abused — our  dear- 
est rights  have  been  trifled  with,  our  commerce  des- 
troyed, our  seamen  impressed,  and  our  citizens 
enslaved. 

In  such  a crisis  should  a thought  of  self  preser- 
vation occur?  Should  interest  or  fear  influence  our 
deliberations  ? Should  we  not  rather  be  admonish- 
ed by  the  spirit  which  actuated  pur  fathers,  which 
met  tyranny  at  the  threshold  and  resisted  it  with 
effect  ? 

Satisfied  as  we  are  that  this  address  is  submissive 
and  humiliat’ng — that  it  will  encourage  our  enemies, 
and  embarrass  om  friends — that  it  will  tend  to  ex- 
tinguish the  patriotism  which  efiedled  our  revolu- 
tion ; wetakethe  liberty  most  solemnly  to  protest 
to  this  house,  and  the  world  against  its  sentiments, 
its  object  and  its  tendency. — And  we  pray  that  the 
same  may  be  placed  011  thejournals  ofthis  house. 

[Signed  by  (he  Minority.] 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Uniied  Stales  fin  Congress  assembled , 
the  undersigned  Representatives  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts , beg  leave  respectfully  to 
state — 

That  whereas  a majority  of  the  representatives  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  have  thought  fit,  by  a 
memorial,  to  express  the  opinions  and  feelings  of 
the  people  of  this  state  on  the  momentous  subject 
of  a British  war,  we  are  constrained  by  such  emo- 
tions “as  the  love  of  country  should  inspire, ’*  to 
enter  our  solemn  protest  against  their  memorial,  not 
as  the  minority  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  but  as 
individuals,  doubting  the  expediency,  as  well  as 
constitutionality  of  addressing  congress  on  the  sub- 
ject ot  peace  or  war  in  the  capacity  of  legislators. 
I'he  constitution,  which  we  havesvvorn  to  support, 
has  placed  this  subject  exclusively  in  the  hands  of 
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Congress.  Should  oursister  states,  which  have  the 
same  rights  as  we  have,  undertake  to  direct  or  con 
troul  congress,  it  would  throw  contusion  into  the 
councils  of  the  nation,  and  embarrass  rather  than 
aid  their  delibera  ions.  It  is  impossible  for  the  un 
dcrsigned  to  subscribe  to  a single  statement  or  con 
elusion  in  the  address  passed  by  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  this  state  to  congress.  “ It  is  with  deep  re 
gret  that  we  pei  ceive  the  ” partial  “failure  ofthene 
gotiations  instituted  by  ournational  government  with 
a view  to  obtain  f-om  the  belligerent  nations  a due 
respect  for  our  neutral  rights. ” “ In  the  presentpos- 
tui  e of  Europe,”  we  are  firmly  convinced  “ that  an 
immense  majority  of  our  citizens  cannot  be  recon 
ciled”  any  longer  to  the  impressment  of  our  sea 
men  or  the  plunder  of  our  property.  Such  has  been 
the  forbearance  of  our  government  to  British  ag 
gression,  that  we  apprehend  the  world  will  be  indu 
ced  to  believe  that  the  spirit  of  our  fathers  is  fled, 
and  that  Britain  is  again  chastising  her  rebellious 
Colonies.  We  verily  believe  it  is  for  “the  honor 
and  interest  of  our  country”  to  resist  these  aggres- 
sions to  the  utmost  of  our  power. 

“We  conceive  it  not  our  duty  to  enter  upon  a 
comparison  of  the  injuries  sustained  from  the  re 
spective  nations  at  war” — “ It  is  sufficient  that  eve- 
ry consideration  arising  from  good  policy  and  from 
a duty  of  a nation  to  itself,”  forbids  us  longer  to 
suffer  such  unparalleled  injuries,  without  resist- 
ance and  punishment. 

“ An  offensive  war”  belongs  in  the  nature  of 
things  to  the  aggressor.  When  such  are  the  “ local 
situation  and  relations”  of  a country,  that  the  hope 
of  effecting  either  the  reparation  for  past  injuries  or 
security  against  future  aggressions,  is  “'precluded 
by  a hostile  spirit  of  perseverance”  in  our  enemy  in 
destroying  our  commerce,  impressing  our  seamen 
and  exciting  the  merciless  savages  to  murder  our 
defenceless  inhabitants.  When  the  colonies  of  that 
nation,  three  thousand  miles  from  their  government, 
are  placed  “ by  an  over-ruling  Providence  within 
our  controul,”  a yielding  to  such  reiterated  insults 
and  injuries,  is  a reproach  upon  “ our  sensibility  to 
injury,  and  our  courage  and  our  patriotism.” 

A on ther  forbearance  to  resist  the  British  navy 
and  cruizers  which  are  sweeping  our  commerce 
from  the  ocean,  would  soon  induce  her  to  believe, 
that  nothing,  however  unjust  and  humiliating  would 
unite  our  councils  to  a manly  resistance,  and  that 
ah  apprehension  that  she  would  “ sequester  the  pro- 
perty of  our  citizens,”  would  be  a sufficient  in 
ducement  to  suffer  her  depredations. 

“ The  conquest  of  Canada,”  not  “ her  only  vul 
nerable  point,”  would  of  itself  in  a national  point 
of  view,  more  than  afford  “an  indemnification  for 
all  “the  losses  we  should  sustain  by  the  war.” 

While  Britain  possesses  fifteen  hundred  miles  of 
contiguous  territory,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
we  can  enforce  an  embargo  or  non  intercourse 
against  her  with  effect — From  these  colonies  her 
West-India  islands  can  be  supplied,  and  the  savage 
Indians  excited  to  war. 

“ Destitute”  as  we  are  of  a “ naval  force,”  this 
state  alone  can  furnish  more  ships  and  sailors  than 
the  United  States  could  in  the  commencement  of 
the  revolution. 

If  “ Great  Britain  has  announced  her  deliberate 
purpose  to  adhere  to  her  orders  in  council”  during 
the  European  conflict ; that  conflict  cannot  be  long, 
when  attended  by  her  present  privations,  her  debts 
and  her  taxes. 

We  forbear  to  present  to  the  consideration  ofcoti 
gress,  the  advantages  of  a war  with  England  when 
ganipared  with  our  present  inactive  state  and  ruined 


commerce,  “ lest  their  magnitude  and  variety’- 
should  induce  a belief  that  we  do  not  duly  appie- 
ciate  the  horrors  of  war.  We  cannot  however,  but 
hope,  that  government  “having  tried  for  years  a, 
system  of  restrictions  which  have  proved  hitherto 
ineffectual,”  will  permit  us  to  defend  our  rights  on 
the  ocean,  and  give  blows  as  well  as  receive  them. 

Nor  do  we  believe  the  people  of  Massachusetts 
are  unmindful  of  the  example  of  their  ancestors, 
w'hoin  the  most  perilous  times,  “took”  no  “ counsel 
from  fear,”  but  that  confident  of  the  justice  of  their 
cause,  thev  will  support  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  national  government  w'irh  that  energy  and  fv  ill- 
ness which  becomes  a tree  people. 

Impelled  by  our  attachment  to  the  union,  by  a firm 
belief  “of  the  invincible  and  growing  opposition  of 
the  people”  to  these  submissive  measures,  and  “by 
dutv  to  ourselves,  to  posterity  and  to  God,”  we 
make  to  vour  honorable  body,  this  our  solemn  and 
individual  appeal. 

Committee , in  behalf  of  the 
republican  representatives 
of  Massachusetts,  whose 
names 


WM.P  WALKER,! 
JOHN  HOLMES,  1 
W.  STORY,  f 

E.  G.  DODGE, 


are  signed  to  the. 
J PROTEST. 


Legislature  of  Maryland. 

The  general  assembly  of  Maryland  was  convened 
at  Annapolis  on  Monday  15th  inst.  by  proclamation 
of  the  governor,  for  the  purpose  o making  the  requi- 
site appropriations  to  enable  the  executive  to  furnish 
the  state’s  quota  of  the  100,(100  militia,  demand- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
prepared  for  actual  service.  The  papers  relating 
to  this  object  being  referred  to  a committee  and  a 
report  thereon  bad,  the  sum  of  $ 20,000  was 
ppropriated  to  enable  the  governor  and  council 
to  equip  and  supply  said  quota  with  its  needful  ap- 
pm  tenapees. 

Among  the  papers  laid  before  the  legislature  was 
the  following — 

Statement  of  arms  and  military  stores  in  the  possession 
of  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Muskets. 

5765  old  Muskets  in  the  hands  of  the  militia, 

363  do.  do.  in  the  armory  at  Frederick- town, 
2000  new  do.  do.  do. 

424  old  do.  do.  at  Annapolis, 

2400  new  do.  do.  do. 

2000  new  do.  stored  in  Baltimore, 

Rif's. 

242  Rifles  in  the  hands  of  sundry  rifle  companies. 
Pistols. 

151  Pistols  in  the  ar  mory  at  Annapolis, 

349  do.  loaned  to  sundry  troops  of  horse  in  vir- 
tue of  the  cavalry  law, 

100  do.  purchased  from  the  genera!  government, 
but  not  yet  delivered — expected  in  a few  days- 
Swords. 

349  Horsemen’s  Swords  loaned  to  sundry  troops 
of  horse  in  virtue  of  the  cavalry  law, 

251  do.  do.  in  the  armory  at  Annapolis, 

New  Cannon. 

14  Six  pound  iron  field  pieces,  loaned  to  supdVV 
artillery  companies. 

5 do.  do.  in  the  armory  at  Annapolis. 

Old  Cannon. 

3 Brass  field  pieces  in  the  possession  of  the 
armorer  at  Annapolis. 

3 Iron  do.  do.  in  the  hand*  of  artillery  Cord1- 
panfc?. 
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Poivde.r. 

7 Barrels  of  gun  powder  in  the  magazine  al 
Baltimore, 

12  do.  do.  in  the  United  States  magazine  at 
Annapolis. 

Musket  Balls. 

10350  in  the  armory  at  Annapolis. 

2350  Ball  car  tridges  for  muskets. 

head. 

1050  Pounds  of  lead  in  the  armory  at  Annapolis. 
1300  Pounds  of  bar  lead  in  the  armory  at  Frecie 
rick  town. 

Cartouch  Boxes. 

6400  New  cartotich  boxes  in  the  Armory  at  An 
napolis, 

959  Old  cartouch  boxes  in  the  armory  at  F rede- 
rick-town. 

Tents. 

950  Tents  in  the  armory  at  Frederick  town. 

There  are  other  articles  in  the  armories  at  Fred- 
erick-town  and  Annnpolis,  but  conceived  of  too  little 
importance  to  he  noticed  in  this  return. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NINIAN  PINKNEY, 

June , 16,  1812.  Clerk  of  the  Council. 


John  Langdon. 


The  following-  are  copies  of  the  letter  of  the  general  republican 
committee  to  the  venerable  John  Langdon,  announcing  the  deter- 
mination of  the  republican  party  to  support  him  as  vice-president, 
together  with  the  patriot’s  reply  thereto  : 

To  the  honor  able  John  Langdon,  of  Neiv-IIampshire. 

Wt  are  ducted  by  the  general  committee  of  correspondence  ap 
pointed  by  the  republican  members  of  congress  at  their  meeting 
held  on  the  18th  May,  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  to  their 
F‘<l'5,.v-ehv/.mn * suitable  persons  to  fill  the  offices  of  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term' of  four  years  from 
the  third  day  of  March  next:  to  inform  ybu  that  a large  majority 
of  that  meeting  have  recommended  you  tor  the  office  of  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 


ed,  and  intends  to  adopt,  for  th<s  vindication  of  the  national  rights 
and  interests  against  the  lawless  aggreSsibhs.  of  foreign  nations. 

In  this  awful  period  of  arms  and  calamities,  when  the  whole 
system  of  nature  appears  to  be  convulsed,  the  republic  has  a 
rigiitto  the  service  of  its  citizens.  When  the  nation  is  imperiously 
called  upon  to  exchange  the  garments  of  peace  for  the  habiliments 
ot  war,  there  is  a peculiar  fitness  in  your  presiding  over  the  de- 
liberations of  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

Having  felt  the  throes  which  preceded  our  national  existence— 
ministered  to  the  wants  and  weaknesses  of  our  national  infancy- 
ami  participated  largely  in  forming  our  national  constitution. 


which  is  the  admiration  of  the  wise  and  good  in  other  nations,  and 
the  object  of  the  most  ardent  attachment  in  this  ; you  will  we 
Confidently  trust,  attend  to  the  call  of  your  countrymen,  arid  by 
3i.r  exertions,  secure  to  remotest  posterity,  the  blessings  wliichlhat 
institution,  faithfully  administered,  is  calculated  to  Confer. 

We  cannot  but  hope  that  the  motives  which  influence  vour  fel- 
iw-citi/.eiis,  to  require  your  services  at  this  time,  wall  furnish  vou 
ilh  additional  inducements  to  comply  with  their  wishes. 


low 

\vi 


W ith  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  we  subscribe  ourselves 
your  fellow-citizens. 

(Signed  by  the  Sub-Committee .] 


MR.  I.ANGDON’S  ANSWER. 


Gentlemen, 


Portsmouth,  May  28,  1812. 


ot  Vicc-pyesuient  ot  the  United  States.  This  mark  of  attention 
and  confidence  shewn  me  by  honorable  gentlemen,  demands  my 
most  grateful  acknowledgments.  I wrote  to  the  honorable  Mr.Ring. 
gold  the  day  before  yesterday,  giving  some  farther  reasons  whv  l 
could  not  consent  to  be  brought  forward  as  a candidate  for  vj'ee- 


therefore  am  assured  that  my  honorable  friends  will  forgive  me 
for  declining  to  accept  their  kind  offer. 

I have  the  honor  to.be,  gentlemen,  your  obliged,  humble  ser- 
vant, JOHN  LANGDON. 

I- on.  John  Smilie,  William  H.  Crawford,') 

Charles  Cutts.  5 


president  of  the  Ui.ited  States  ; to  which  I beg  leave  to. add,  that 
I tun  now  71  j tars  ot  age,  iny  faculties  blunted,  have  lived  the  last 
forty  years  of  my  life  in  the  whirlwind  of  politics,  and  am  longing 
the  of  retirement.  I am,  therefore,  under  the  painful 

cessity  of  declining  the  honorable  offer  of  my  friends  of  being 
T ought  forward  as  a candidate  for  the  office  of  vice-president  of 
the  United  States.  My  advanced  age  forbids  my  undertaking  long 
jemmies,  and  renders  meineapable  of  pel-forming  the  duties  of  1 1.2 


for  the  sweets  of  retirement, 
necessity 

brought  forward  as  tT  candidate  for  the  office  of  vice-jm?sklent  of 
. , v -lulertakiiittr  long 

jounues,  aim  rentiers  meineapable  of  pel-forming  the  duties  of  the 
important  station  of  vice-president  with  airy  advantage  t6 ’our  f>e- 
loved  country,  or  honor  to  my s<>lf.  'To  launch  again  into  the  ocean 
gT  politics,  at  ifiv  time  of  lift, appears  to  ihe  highly  improper.  1 


Second  Nomination. 

WASHINGTON,  June  8,  1812. 

At  a meeting  of  the  republican  members  of  congress,  conven- 
ed in  the  senate  chamber  this  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  recom- 
mending a proper  person  to  be  supported  for  vice-president  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  ensuing  election,  agreeably  to  notice 
given  by  the  committee  of  arrangement  appointed  at  the  late 
meeting : 

Mr.  Carman  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting  to  be  to  fix  on  a 
candidate  to  be  supported  in  lieu  of  John  Langdon,  declined,  for 
the  office  of  vice-president  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  read  the  letter  irom  Mr.  Langdon  to 
he  general  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ringgold, 

Mr.  Varnum  was  appointed  chairman  and  Mr.  Johnson  secreta- 
ry- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  names  of  those  present  were 
noted,  and  are  as  follows  : 

Senators.— Messrs.  Cutts,  Varnum,  Howell,  Smith,  (of  N.  York) 
Condit,  Brent,  Giles,  Turner,  Franklin,  Taylor,  Tate,  Crawford, 
Campbell,  (of  Ten.)— 13. 

Representatives.— Messrs.  Bartlett,  Dinsmoore,  Harper,  Cutts, 
Carr,  Turner,  Widgery,  Richardson,  Fisk,  Shaw,  Sage,  Boyd,  Con- 
dit,  Maxwell,  Morgan,  Anderson,  Bard,  Brown,  Crawford,  Davis, 
Findlej-,  Hyneman,  Laeock,  Lyle,  Piper.  Roberts,  G.  Smith,  Ring- 
gold,  Wright,  Bassett,  BUrwell,  M.  Clay,  Clapton,  Dawson,  Ghol- 
son,  Good wy mi,  Hawes,  Taliaferro,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pleasants, 
Roane,  Alston,  Black  ledge,  Franklin,  King,  Pickens,  Butler,  Cal- 
houn, Earle,  Moore,  Winn,  Bibb,  B.  Hall,  Troup,  Clay,  (speaker) 
Desha,  Johnson,  Ormsby,  Grundy,  Sevier,  Morrow,  Poindex- 
ter.—63. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findley,  the  meeting  then  proceeded  to  bal- 
lot for  a person  to  be  supported  for  the  office  of  Vice-President. 

Messrs.  Condit  (of  the  senate)  and  Crawford  (of  Pennsylvania) 
being  appointed  tellers,  on  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that 
there  were, 

For  Elbridge  Gerry  74 

Scattering  • - - - - 3 

Resolved,  That  Elbridge  Gerry  be  recommended  t o the  people  of 
the  United  States  as  a proper  person  to  fill  the  office  of  Vice-Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  lor  four  years,  f rom  the  4th  day  of 
March  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  a ballot  was  opened,  for 
such  persons  as  were  not  present  at  the  former  meeting, for  a can- 
didate for  the  presidency;  when  the  following  persons  voted,  viz, 

Messrs.  Roan*',  Clapton,  Cutts,  Widgery,  M.  Franklin.  J.  Frank* 
lin,  Carr,  Crawford,  (of  Penn.)  Maxwell  and  Blackledge— 10. 

All  of  whom  voted  for  James  Madison. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taliaferro, 

The  same  committee  of  arrangement,  &c.  was  appointed  as  at 
the  last  meeting. 

J.  B.  VARNUM,  chairman, 

R.  Mi  Johnson,  secretary. 


Presidential  N omination. 

At  a meeting  of  the  executive,  and  democratic  members  of  the 
legislature  of  Maryland,  in  the  senate  chamber  at  the  city  of  An- 
napolis, on  Thursday  the  18th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  support- 
ing harmony  and  unanimity  ammlg  the  republicans  of  the  state, 
were  present, 

His  excellency  Robert  Bowie,  (governor,)  John  Stephen,  Tho- 
mas W.  Hall,  Revcrdy  Gheislin,  .Tames  Butcher,  William  Thomas, 
Levi  Hollingsworth,  Frederick  Holbrook,  Edward  Lloyd,  James 
Brown,  William  Hollingsworth,  Eli  jah  Dax  is,  MosesTabbs,  Thomas 
Hawkins,  Nathaniel  Williams,  William  H.  Marriott,  John  S.  Belt, 
Zaehariah  Duvall,  Tobias  E.  Statirtmry,  Samuel  Stevens,,  junior, 
Janies  Wain  weight,  Samuel  Tenant,  James  Dooris,  Frederick  Ben- 
nett, Thomas  W.  Veaz'ey,  Thomas  Williams,  John  Grodme,  John 
S.  Moffitt,  Dennis  Claude,  Lewis  Duvall,  Samuel  Burgess,  Thomas 
Emory,  George  Little,  Joseph  Swearingen,  Thomas  Jones,  Isaac 
Shriver,  John  Sanders,  Jolr.i  Forwood,  John  Street,  Peter  Willis, 
John  Tillotsoii,  Pen  grille  F.  Bayard,  William  Pechin,  James!.. 
Donaldson,  John  Bowles,  Thomas  B.  Hail,  William  Downey,  Ben- 
jamin Tomlinson. 

William  'Thomas,  president  of  the  senate,  was  Appointed  chair- 
man, and  John  Sanders,  secretary ; when  the  following  resolution, 
moved  by  governor  Bowie,  and  seconded  by  Edward  Lloyd,  of  the 
senate,  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Revolved,  That  we  IiaVe  the  highest  opinion  of  the  integrity,  pa- 
triotism and  ability  of  James  Madison,  of  the  state  of  Virginia, 
and  Elfyidge  Gurry,  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  : and  that  we  do 
in  oiir  private  and  individual  capacity,  earnestly  recommend  to 
the  support  of  the  people  of  Maryland.  JAMES  MADISON  as  tile 
next  president,  and  ELBRIDGE  GERRY  as  the  next  vice-pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

By  order  of  the  meeting, 

WILLIAM  THOMAS,  chairman. 

JOHN  SANDERS,  secretary. 
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Roads  in  Suain. 

x 

The  following  table  represents  the  number  of  leagues  .between  all  the  capital  towns  of  the  province? 
or  kingdoms,  and  the  metropolis  or  court  of  Spain,  Mad;  id.  If  it  is  desired  to  know  the  distance  be- 
tween tiad.ij;  s and  Madrid,  the  angle  of  the  column  under  the  former,  and  immediately  opposite  the 
i latter,  gives  6d  leagues,  or  252  English  miles;  if  from  iiadojos  to  Saragossa,  wc  find  113  leagues,  c* 
452  English  miles ; and  so  with  all  the  others. 


Bad. 

105 

95 

.jos 

Bare 

100 

elona 

Burgos 

60 

177 

151 

Cadiz 

47 

131 

118 

39 

Cordova 

67 

132 

122 

52 

2v 

Granada 

61 

120 

108 

6.1 

U 

14 

Jaen 

80 

131 

32 

135 

98 

110 

96 

Leon 

63 

102 

5. 

102 

64 

68 

44 

55 

Madrid 

97 

88 

112 

98 

56 

50 

38 

lit 

5i 

Murcia 

110 

158 

5t 

16* 

124 

136 

122 

20 

82 

1.39 

Oviedo 

123 

67 

38 

160 

121 

. 120 

112 

60 

6» 

102 

86 

Pamplona 

120 

170 

89 

18! 

140 

160 

140 

58 

106 

159 

56 

123 

Santiago 

37 

1 5< 

HO 

23 

22 

35 

32 

112 

88 

68 

138 

118 

156 

Seville 

51 

114 

66 

88' 

50 

51 

4! 

68 

12 

53 

92 

72 

112 

76 

Toledo 

110 

54 

86 

120 

74 

73 

64 

107 

51 

32 

133 

72 

157 

99 

59 

Valencia 

113 

52 

52 

134 

10 

105 

92 

85 

50 

80 

111 

27 

125 

125 

62 

45  Saragossa 

N.  B.  The  distances  in  this  table  are  taken  on  the  carriage  roads,  and  not  the  bridle  roads,  which  are 
shorter,  more  mountainous,  and  generally  impassable  to  any  thing  but  asses,  mules,  sheep,  or  black 
cattle. 


Paul  Jones , 

( Continued  fr  om  page  251. ) 

I had  no  sooner  arrived  at  Brest,  than  admiral  the 
count  D'Orvilliers  transmitted  an  account  of  mv 
expedition  to  the  minister  of  the  marine,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  it  was  intimated  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
that  his  majesty  was  desirous  that  I should  repair  to 
Versailles,  as  he  was  resolved  to  employ  me  on  a se- 
cret expedition,  for  which  purpose  he  would  give 
me  the  Indienne,  with  some  other  frigates,  with 
troops,  &e.  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a descent. 
I was  instantly  informed  of  this  hy  the  ambassador, 
who  observed  to  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  this 
must  be  considered  as  a profound  secret,  it  being  of 
so  important  a nature,  that  it  had  been  deemed  pro 
per  to  withhold  a communication  of  it  even  to  his 
colleagues. 

M.  de  Sartine  received  me  with  the  most  distin 
guished  politeness/,  making  me,  at  the  same  time, 
the  most  flattering  promises  ; and  the  prince  de  Nas 
sau  was  sent  into  Holland  to  give  instructions  for 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  frigate  intended  for  me.  But,  in  a short 
time  after  this,  hostilities  took  place  between  France 
and  England  in  consequence  of  the  action  with  La 
Belle  Poult,  This  not  a little  embarrassed  the  mi 


nister  of  the  marine,  and  the  difficulty  was  not  di- 
minished by  the  intelligence  brought  by  the  Prince, 
who  asserted  that  the  Dutch  would  not  permit  tlis 
Indienne  to  be  equipped. 

As  M.  de  Sartine  had  written  to  the  three  Ameri- 
can ministers,  and  obtained  their  consent  for  my 
remaining  in  Europe,  I offered  to  serve  on  board  of 
the  grand  fleet ; i also  communicated  several  plans 
for  crippling  the  power  of;  England,  such  as  that  of 
destroying  her  trade  and  settlements  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  and  in  Hudson’s  Bay  ; of  annihilating  their 
fisheries  in  Newfoundland  ; intercepting  their  East 
and  West  India  and,  above  all,  the  Baltic, 
which  was  escorted  by  a single  frigate,  asT  learned 
bv  certain  information  from  England.  The  minis, 
ter  adopted  the  last  of  these  plans  and  I accordingly- 
repaired  to  Brest,  to  take  the  command  of  one  of 
the  frigates  of  that  port,  with  two  others,  and  a 
cutter,  &,c.  then  at  St.  Maloes  ; but  I found  on  my 
arrival,  that  the  adr^yral  had  appointed  a French 
officer  to  the  vessel  in  que-tion,  and  as  there  was 
not  a single  moment  to  be  lost,  the  senior  officer  of 
the  frigates  at  St.  Maloes  was  dispatched  against  the 
Baltic  fleet,  which  he  missed,  by  not  steering  suffi- 
ciently near  to  the  coast  of  England  to  intercept  it. 

Being  greatly  disgusted  with  a series  of  delays, 
that  ensued  during  nine  months,  I at  length  repair- 
ed to  Versailles,  with  an  intention  of  returning  to 


278 


THE  WEEK.LV  REGISTER CONGRESS 


America,  if  I should  not  immediately  obtain  a com 
niand  ; for  1 recollected  the  saying  of  Old  Richard, 
if  you  wish  that  your  affairs  should  be  prosper- 
ous, superintend  them  in  pet  son,”  See.  This  in 
duced  me  to  promise,  that  if  the  minister  should  at 
length  comply  with  my  request,  I should  call  my 
own  ship  “Old  Richard. 

Accordingly,  on  obtaining  Le  Duras,  until  a bet 

ter  vessel  could  be  procured,  1 called  her 

Site  was  a very  small  ana  very  old  and  infi  m vessel, 
that  had  made  four  voyages  to  the  East  Indies.  As 
proper  guns  could  not  be  procured  at  L’Orient, 

where  the lay,  I repaired,  first  to 

Bordeaux,  and  then  to  Angouleme,  whlhe  I made 
a contract  for  such  as  1 wanted.  On  my  return,  I 
found  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  had  re- 
turned from  America,  was  desirous  to  join  me  in 
the  expedition,  it  being  intended  that  lie  should 
Command  a body  of  land  forces,  he  having  obtained 
the  king’s  command  for  that  purpose. 

While  the  necessary  arrangements  were  making 
at  court,  a naval  commissary  purchased  at  Nantes 
a merchantman,  called  La  Pallas , of  thirty-two 
eight-pounders,  and  a brig,  named  La  Vengeance, 
of  twelve  three-pounders  ; but  neither  of  them  was 
calculated  for  war  ; to  these  was  added  Le  Cerj , a 
very  fine  cutter  belonging  to  the  royal  navy,  carry- 
ing  eighteen  nine  pounders  ; with  the  Alliance,  a 
new  frigate,  belonging  to  the  United  States  : but, 
as  the  guns  had  not  as  yet  arrived  from  Angouleme, 
The  Good  Man  Pickard  was  armed  from  an  old  bat- 
tery of  twelve  pounders  ; and,  as  the  expedition 
Was  intended  against  the  enemy’s  ports,  1 mounted 
six  old  eighteen  pounders  in  the  gun  room,  so  that 
she  might,  in  spine  measure,  be  called  a forty  gun 
ship.  As  it  was  found  impos:  jble  to  procure  a suffi 
cient  number  of  American  sailors,  I determined  to 
supply  the  deficiency  by  enrolling  English  ones, 
who  happened  to  he  prisoners  of  war  in  France  ; 
and  in  addition  to  these  a certain  number  of  pea- 
sants was  levied,  so  that  we  mpv  be  said  to  have  had 
as  bad  a crew  as- was  ever  shipped  on  board  any  ves- 
sel. I was  given  to  understand,  however,  that  the 
C ho  ten  body  of  troops,  antler  the  command  of  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  would  serve  as  a guarantee 
for  their  good  conduct  ; hut,  no  sooner  was  the  lit- 
tle squadron  ready,  than  I received  a letter  frbm 
the  Mrftqni*,  intimating  that,  the  object  of  the  ex 
pedition  having  been  divulged  at  Paris,  the  king 
had  issued  orders  to  prevent  the  embarkation  ol  the 
troops,  in  consequence  pf  which  he  had  joined  his 
regiment, 

Thus  the  project,  which  was  no  less  than  that  of 
p’“ting  Liverpool,  the  second  town  in  England,  un- 
der contribution,  failed,  in  consequence  of  having 
been  indiscreetly  communicated  to  ****** 

f ought  also  remark,  that  according  to  the  first 
arrangement,  my  little  squadron  was  to  have  been 
joined  by  two  fire-ships,  {U’.d  five  hundred  men  of 
Walsh’s  Fish  regiment,  but  the  minister  did  not 
keep  his  word,  for  he  neither  procured  for  me  the 
fire-ships,  nor  the  soldiers,  so  that  it  became  ini 
possible  for  me  to  fulfil  the  plan  1 had  ci«icei;ted, 
although  it  was  still  more  important  than  that  ol 
Seizing  on  Liverpool. 

1 now  received  orders  to  escort  a fleet  of  trans 
ports  and  merchantmen  from  rOrient,  destined  for 
different  ports,  between  that  and  Bordeaux  ; and 
after  that  1 was  to  chase  away  the  English  cruizeis 
from  the  bay  of  Biscay,  and  then  to  return  for  fur- 
ther orders. 

After  executing  this  commission,  on  ray  repre 
seating  how  necessary  it  was  to  make  a diversion 


the  channel,  with  sixty-six  ships  o"  the  line,  I re- 
ceived a carte  blanche , during  six  weeks,  without 
any  other  restriction  than  that  of  repairing  to  the 
Texcl,  by  the  1st  of  October.  Bv  this  time,  1 re* 
ceived  intimation  from  England,  that  eight  East  In- 
diamen  were  soon  expected  on  the  coast  of  Ireland, 
near  to  Limerick.  This  was  an  object  of  great  at- 
tention ; and  as  there  were  two  privateers  at  p»rt 
1’Orient  ready  for  sea,  Le.  Monsieur  of  forty  guns, 
and  Le  Granville,  of  fourteen,  the  captains  of  which 
offered  to  place  themselves  under  my  orders,  1 ac- 
cepted the  proposition  But  the  French  commissa- 
ry who  superintended  the  naval  department,  acted 
with  great  impropriety  on  this,  as  well  as  on  many 
former  occasions. 

The  little  squadronj  at  length,  set  sail  front  the 
road  o!  Groays,  on  the  fourteenth  of  August, 
1779  ; but  we  had  no  sooner  proceeded  tothe  north 
of  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  than  fa  .Monsieur  and 
fa  Granville  abandoned  me  during  the  night,  and 
fa  Cerj  soon  after  imitated  their  conduct.  I was 
extremely  anxious  to  cruise  for  a fortnight  in  the 
latitude  of  Limerick  : but  the  captain  of  the  Alli- 
ance, after  objecting  to  this,  also  left  me  during  the 
night ; and  as  I had  now  with  me  only  the  Pallas 
and  the  Vengeance,  1 was  obliged  to  renounce  my 


I took  two  prizes  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  ; and 
within  sight  of  Scotland,  came  up  and  seized  two 
privateers,  of  twenty-two  guns  each,  which,  with 
a brigantine,  I sent  to  Bergen  in  Norway,  accord- 
ing to  the  orders  I had  received  from  Dr.  Fraoklm  : *; 
these  prizes  however,  were  restored  to  the  English 
by  the  kingof  Denmark. 

When  I entered  the  North-Sea,  I captured  seve 
ral  vessels  and  learned  bv  my  prisoner  s .as  well  as  by 
the  newspapers,  that  the  capital  of  Scotland  and 
the  port  of  Leith  were  left  totally  defenceless.  I 
also  understood  at  the  same  time  that  my  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  eight  Indiamen  was  correct ; they 
having  entered  Lunerick  three  days  after  1 had  been  : 
obliged  to  leave  the  neighborhood  of  that  port. 

(to  be  continued.) 

Twelfth  Congress. 

(omitted  last  week.) 

IN  SENATE.— Monday,  June  IS. 

Mr,  Smith  of  NevV-York,  presented  the  following  petition  of  sun-  : 
dry  inhabitants*  merchants,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  New-York, 
praying  that  the  embargo  and  non-importation  laws  might  be  epuv 
turned  as  a substitute  for  war  against  Great  Britain : 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  aiul  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memorial  : 
of  the,  subscribers,  merchants,  and  other a,  inhabitants  of  the  city 
. of  Ntnv-Yor/c,  respectfully  s hearth  : 

That  your  memorialists  ffcel,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  their" 
fellow-eitjzehs,  an  anxious  solicitude  for  the  honor  and  interests  of 
their  country,  and  an  equal  determination  to  assert  and  maintain 

11  That  your  memorialists  believe  that  a continuation  of  the  restric- 
tive measures  now  in  operation  will  produce  all  the  benefits  whito 
it  prevents  the  calamities  of  war.  That  when  the  British  ministry 
become  convinced  that  a trade  with  the  United  Stales  cannot  lie 
renewed,  but  by  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council,  the  distress 
their  merchants  and  manufacturers,  and  their  inability  to  support 
their  armies  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  will  probably  compel  them  to 
that  measure.  * . , „ 

Your  memorialists  heg  leave  to  remark,  that  such  effects  are  even 
now  visible;  and  it  may  be  reasonably  hoped, that  a continuance 
of  the  embargo  and  non-importation  laws  a few  months  beyond  the 
fourth  day  of  July  next,  will  effect  a complete  and  lilooclless  triumph 
of  our  rights.  t.  . _ , 

Your  memorialists  therefore  respectfully  solicit  of  your  honora- 
ble body,  the  passage  of  a law  continuing  the  embargo,  and  giving 
to  the  president  of  the  United  States  power  to  discontinue  the  whole 
of  the  restrictive  sjstem  on  the  rescinding  of  the  British  orders 
in  council.  • . . . 

The  conduct  of  France  in  burning  our  ships,  in  sequestrating 


iij  favor  of  the  count  D’Orviliers,  then  cruising  in  !0m-  property  entering  her  ports,  expecting  protection  in  copses 
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cuenceofthe  promise!  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees, arid  attention  which  hr  now  moved  it  should  receive.  Jfe  moved  that 
tlie  delay  in  coiupletiug  a treaty  with  the  American  minister,  has  tlie  petition  should  he  printed.  Which  was  agreed  to. 


excited  great  sensation,  and  we  hope  and  trust  will  call  forth  from 


your  honorable  Body  such  retaliatory  measur 
luted  to  procure  justice. 

John  Jacob  As  tor  John  T.  Lawrence 


Samuel  Adams 
Howland  St  Grinned 

K.  Slosson 
Israel  Gibbs 
Isaac  Clason 
John  Slidell 
John  K.'Tuwuiend 


Joseph  W.  rotten 
Isaac  Schermerhom 
Alexander  Ruden 
Joseph  Otis 
Lewis  Hartman 
Garret  Storm 
George  Beinent 


.'  l owusyn 
Andrew  Ogden  SCo.  S.  A.  Rich 
Thomas  Storm  Ahraha.n  Smith 


Amos  Butler 
Ebeiuzer  Burrill 
Zsaac  Hever 
Ralph  Bulkley 
Samuel  Bell 
John  F.  IMapIaine 
Peter  Stagg 
David  l ay  lor 
■William  Adee 


as  may  he  best  calcu- 

Amasa  Jackson 
William  J.  Robinson 
Joseph  Strong 
Abraham  S.  Hallot 
Joshua  Jones 
Frederick  Giraud,  jr. 
Robert  Kolievts 
John  Crookes 
Hugh  MTormiek 
John  Dcpeyster 
Gilbert  Haight 
James  Lovett 
LcrfVr  Lclferts 


: 
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Augustus  Wvnkoop 
John  W.  Gale 
Thomas  Rich 
Samuel  Marshall 
Elbert  Herring 


Thus.  II.  Smith,  jr, 

Andrew  Foster 
Jacob  Barker 
William  Lovett 
William  Edgar,  jr. 

Samuel  Stillwell 
Jacob  P.  Giraud 
John  Hone 
John  Kane 

Alter  the  same  was  read,  Mr.  Taylor  said,  “ That  the  respecta- 
bility of  the  snbseriliers  to  a petition  presented  to  this  body,  and 
tlie  importance  of  the  matter  therein  contained,  liad  on  various 
occasions  been  used  as  inducements  to  us  to  give  such  a petition  a 
respectful  dispotllion  in  the  course  of  our  proceedings.  He  recol- 
lected a case  in  point.  It  was  the  case  of  the  petition  of  an  emi- 
nent merchant  of  Massachusetts,  presented  by  an  honorable 
senator  from  that  state,  and  wiiicii  at  the  suggestion  of  that  honora- 
ble gentleman  was  by  the  senate  ordered  to  be  printed.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  t!ie  petition  just  read  ought  not  to  be  treated  with 
less  attention.  That  he  had  seen  the  petition,  and  had  enquired  into 
the  character  of  its  subscribers — and  had  been  informed  that  the 
lii'tv-six  signers  to  it  were  among  the  most  respectable,  wealthy 
and  intelligent  merchants  of  the  city  of  NcW-York.  There  are  to 
be  found  in  that  list  the  names  of  two  presidents  of  banks,  three 
presidents  of  insurance  companies,  thirteen  directors  of  hanks,  be- 
sides other  names  of  pre-eminent  standing  in  the  mercantile  w orld 
They  had  all  united  in  the  sentiments  contained  iu  the  petition, 
notwithstanding  tl*at  there  existed  among  them  a difference  in  po- 
litical opiniohs— tor  he  understood  that  of  the  petitioners  42  were 
federal  and  16  republican.  Mr.  T.  added  that  he  considered  some 
of  the  s ntimfents  contained  in  the  petition  as  of  the  highest  impor- 
tniee.  He  haiUd  it  as  an  .auspicious  occurrence,  that  these  ho.iora 
hie  merchants,  in  praying  that  the  evils  of  war  might  be  averted 
from  them  and  from  the  nation,  had  nevertheless  held  fast  to  the 
principle  of  resistance  to  the  aggressions  and  unhallowed  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  towards  our  nation and  had  exercised 

the  candor  and  firmness  to  bear  testimony  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
restrictive  system  lor  obtaining  a redress  of  our  wrongs,  and  of 
course  the  integrity  und  honor  of  those  who  had  imposed  this  sys- 
tem for  that  purpose.  He  hoped  tliat  the  example  of  these  peti- 
tioners would  tend  to  counteract  those  strenuous  and  unremitting 
exertions  of  passion,  prejudice  and  party  feeling,  which  had  attempt- 
ed to  siarnp  upon  the  majority  in  congress  the  foul  and  unjust  cen- 
sure of  being  enemies, to  commerce.  That  however  unfashionable 
and  obstinate  it  might  appear,  lie  still  believed  that  the  embargo  and 
non-importation  laws,  if  faithfully  executed,  were  capable  of  reach- 
ing farther  than  our  cannon.  We  are  at  this  very  time  tendering 
an  urgent  argument,  an  argument  to  be  felt  by  each  city,  village 
and  hamlet  in  England.  This  touching  to  the  quick  the  vital 
interests  of  that  empire,  would  demonstrate  to  the  people  at  least 
the  folly  and  absurdity  of  the  orders  in  council.  The  ordeal  of  the 
twenty  weeks  of  scarcity  which  the  people  of  that  unhappy  coun- 
try are  undergoing,  to  relieve  which,  but  for  the  madness  and  lolly 
Ql  their  rulers,  every  yard  of  American  canvass  would  be  spread 
to  the  gales.— The  thousands  of  starving  manufacturers  thrown  out 
of  employ  for  want  of  our  custom,  which  custom,  but  for  the  in- 
justice of  their  maiders,  we  were  willing  to  give,  iw  feel  the  effi- 
ciency of-  the  restrictive  system.  These  matters  of  fact  arguments 
want  no  sophistry  nor  long  speeche  s to  give  them  weight.  But 
Great  Britain  is  proud  and  wiU  never  yield  to  this  sort  of  pressure. 
Hunger  has  noUiw.  W here  was  her  pride  during  the  last  year  when 
she  exported  to  her  enemy  on  the  continent  more  than  eleven 
millions  of  pounds  sterling  for  provisions  ; and  meanly  truckling 
to  her  enemy',  consented  to  buy  the  privilege  of  laying  but  hergui* 
neas  for  bread ; and  actually  submitted  on  the  compulsion  of 
Napoleon  to  buy  the  wines,  brandies  and  silks  of  France,  which  she 
did  not  want.  This  restrictive  system,  when  commenced  under 
the  former  embargo  law  encountered  every  opposition  anumg 
ourselves  w'hich  sdti.tr  avarice,  which  passion  and  party  rage  could 
^suggest;  anil  so  successful  were  its  assailants, that  while  it  was 


■[The  following  paragraphs, from  the  National  Intelligencer,  are  so 
aptly  fitted  to  our  own  condition  this  week,  that  we  copy  them 
entire,  as  immediately  appl\  irig  to  it — ] 

Tile  public  proceedings  of  congress  for  some  days  past,  have  been 
rath-  r uninteresting  (and  we  on  that  account  the  L.,  regret  the  * 
necessity  which  compels  us  again  to  defer  a detail  of  hem)  \,  it  ii  the 
exception  of  the  bill  authorising  the  issuing  of  Tr  n<ury  Notes. 

Tl.is  bill  was  considered  in  committee  of  the  wiioi..  m the  house 
of  representatives  on  Tuesday,  and  opposed  at  some  length  by  Mr. 
Randolph,  and  aLso  by  Mr.  Tallmadge  and  Mr.  K,  y,  and  supjibrti  d 
by  Messrs.  Cheves,  Nelson  and  Ale  Kim.  A motion  made  try  Mr. 
Randolph  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  was  negatived 
by  a large  majority,  and  tile  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a third 
time. 

The  bill  was  yesterday  accordingly  read  a third  time,  and  on  the 
question  of  its  passage  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Stow,  Gold  and 
Pitiful,  and  support'd  by  Messrs.  Wriglii,  Bibb,  Mitciull,  M‘Kim 
and  Cheves,  and  w as  passed  by  a vote  of  83  to  43. 
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. - mighty  fallen  and  the  sliield 
the  mighty  vilely  cast  away.  The  disavowal  of  Erskine’s  ar- 
rangeinei it  was  the  consequence' of  this  retreat.  But  it  may  be 
said  that  the  sentiments  in  the  petition  were  extorted  by  the  ap- 

Krehension  of  a greater  evil— war.  In  all  our  trials,  those  who 

ad  not  predetermined  to  submit  to  Great  Britain  must  have  an- 
ticipated this  alternative.  Let  those  who  by  their  acrimony,  sneers 
and  scoffs  have  thrown  away  this  chief  defence  of  our  nation,  he 
held  responsible  for  the  compulsion  they  have  imposed  on  us  to 
take  this  dire  alternative.  He  said  that  although  he  was  unwilling 
to  abate  a single  pang  which  we  might  legally  inQjct  upon  our 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday , June  I. — A confidential  message  in  writ- 
ing was  r eceived  from  » he  president  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Coles,  his  seeretary;  which  he  de- 
livered in  at  the  speaker’s  table. 

The  house  was  then  cleared  of  all  persons  except 
the  members,  clerk,  sergeant  at-arms  and  door 
keeper,  and  the  doors  were  closed,  and  the  said 
message  was  read. 

\ff  re  follow*  the  message  of  the  president  as  pub- 
lished on  Saturday  last . j 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Randolph  that 
the  said  message  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  37,  nays  82. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D It.  Williams, 

Ordered,  that  the  said  message  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  that  part  of  the  president’s  message 
which  relates  to  on r foreign  relations. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning  11  o’clock. 

Tuesday,  June  2. — The  house  met,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 

Adjourned  until  Lo  morrow  morning  11  o’clock. 

Wednesday , June  3. — Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  loreign  relations,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
of  the  1st  inst.  made  a report,  stating  at  large  the 
causes  and  reasons  of  a war  with  Great  Britain, 
which  being  read, 

M . Q,;iincy  moved  that  the  doors  be  now  opened, 
that  the  injunction  of  secrecy  on  the  said  message 
be  removed,  that  the  same  be  promulgated,  and 
that  the  subsequent  proceedings  thereupon  be  had 
with  open  doors. 

And  the  question  thereupon  being  taken. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — Yeas  46 — 
Nays  76 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Baker,  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Breckonriilge,  Brigham, 
Champion,  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Davenport,  Ely,  Emott,  Filch, 
Gold,  Goldsboroug'u,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Jackson.  Key,  Law,  Lewis, 
Macon,  M'Brvde,  Milnor,  Mostly,  Newbold,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Rodman,  Stanford, 
Stewart,  Sturges,  Sullivan,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Tracy,  Van 
Cortlandt,  Wheaton,  White,  Williams,  Wilson— 45. 

NAYS.— M-ssr«.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer.  Bard,  Bartlett,  Bas- 
sett, Bibb,  Bhickledge,  Brown.  Burundi,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cin  ves, 
Cochran,  Ciopton,  Condit,  Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  De$ha,<Dins- 
moor,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Given,  Grundy, 
B.  KaU,  O.  Hall.  Harper,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  Laeuck, 
Lefevcr,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maxwell,  Mjoiv,  M‘Coy,  M'Hee, 
WKim,  Metcaifi  Mitcluil.  Morgan,  Morrow,  N-  lson,  N w,  New  ton, 
Ormsby,  Pickens/Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane, 
Roberts.  Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver.  Sevier,  Seyh  -rt,  Shaw,  G.  Smith, 
roup,  Turner,  WhitehiU,  Winn, 


enemy,  and  might  at  the  proper  time  oppose  any  thing  like  the  'ivl 

«wap  proposed  ot  one  system  for  another,  when  we  had  the  power]  'll- > , 1 

and  the  right  to  impose  upon  our  enemy  both  the  ond  and  the  " r\£at,\y  ,,  , , ,,  , , , . , 

he  nevertheless  thought  the  petition  was  deserving  of  tiny  A motion  was  vfl£h  ma.ue  by  Mr.  xvAD Jolph,  ili&t 
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the  proceedings  upon  the  said  message  of  the  piesi 
dent  be  bad  and  conducted  with  open  doors. 

And  the  question  being  taken, 

Jit  was  determined  in  the  negative — Yeas  45 — 
Nays  77. 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Baker,  Bsirttttt,  Bleefkcr,  Boyd,  Breckenvidge, 
Brignaiii,  Champion,  Ciijttoiirteu,  Cooke,  Du\ eiiporc,  Ely,  Kmott, 
iittm,  Gold,  Go!ns!»jroi}gh,Hfa\ec's,  Jackson,  Key,  Li;w,  Lewis,  Ma- 
con. M'Brvde,  Mihior,  Mostly,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter, Quincy,  Ran- 
dolph, .Rt'ed,  Richardson,  Jiklgely,  Rodman,  Stanford,  Stewart, 
Sturms.  Sniiivan,  Taggart,  TaUtnadge,  Tracy,  \au  Cortland, 
Wheaton,  White,  Williams,  Wilson— 45. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer.  Bard,  Bassett,  Bibb. 
Rlneki’  C.gv-,  Brown,  Harwell,  Bu'l  r,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Cochran, 
Ciopton,  Coudit,  Craw  lord.  Dads,  Dawson,  Desha,  Diusmoor,  Earle. 
Fi ;niley,  Fisk,  Gnolson,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundv,  ft.  Hki i,  O'.  Hall, 
Harper,  Hufty,  Hyneiuau,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,’  Lacoek,  Lefevre, 
Liul- , Lowndes.  Lyle,  Maxwell,  Moore,  M'Cov,  M'Kee,  M'Kim, 
Metcalf,  Mitchiil,  Morgan,  Morrow, Nelson,  New,  NcWboldj  New- 
ton. Ormsby,  Pickens.  Piper,  Pleasants.  Pond,  Hihgg-old,  Rhea, 
Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Sey bert,  Shaw,  G. 
Smith,  J.  Smith,  Strong,  Talliaierro,  Troup,  Turner,  Whitehill, 
Winn,  Wright— 77. 

The  Saul  report  was  then  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cal 
houn,  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Calhoun  from  the  same  committee,  on  leave 
given,  presented  a bill  declaring  \yar  between  Great 
Britain  and  Iver  dependencies  and  the  United  States 
and  their  territories,  which  was  read  the  first,  time. 

An  oppositit  ii  being  made  thereto  by  Mr.  Ran 
dolph — 

The  question  was  taken  in  the  form  prescribed 
by  ■ :e  rules  and  orders  of  the  house,  to  wit  “shall 
the  b ill  he  rejected  ?” 

And  determined  in  the  negative,  Yeas  45,  Navs  7C 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one  fifth  of 
the  members  pie-seni. 

Those  'who  voted  is?  the  affirmative  are  : 

TEA'S.— Mc-Sirs.  Baker,  Bhrtlett,  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Breckenvidge, 
Brigham,  Champion,  CiutteuA-n,' Cooke,  Davenport,  Ely,  Emod; 
Fsich,  <j$ohl,  ..Golds borough,  Hafty,.  Jackson,  Key,  Law,- Lewis, 
JrB.'vdr,  ilKcair,  Milner,  Mitchiil  Mostly,  Newboid,  Pearson,  Pit? 
kin.  Potter,  Rainey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Kidgeiv,' Rodman,  Stanford, 
Stewart,  S'turgcs,  Sullivan.  Taggart,  Taj  Imadge,  Tracy,  Van  Cort- 
land!, Wheaton,  Waite,  Wilson— 45. 

Tnos.o  tv! ’ip  voted  in  t >e  negative  are, 

Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bnrd,  BassGt,  Bibb,  Black- 
ledgr,  Brown.  BufvreH, Bi-tli-r, 'Calhoun,  Cheves,  Cochran,  Ciopton, 
On, ulit,  Craw  lord,  Da-vis.  Dawson.  Ddsiia.  Diusmoor.  Earie,  Kicd- 
jf»y,  Fisk.  Ghoison,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  3.  Hall,  O.  Hall, 
Harper.  Haw<  s,  Hvaemati,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  Lacoek,  Left-ver, 
Little,  Lowndes,,  Lyle,  Maoon,  Maxwell,  Moore,  M‘ Coy,  MHiee, 
M‘Ivi»u.  Morgan.  Morrow.  Nelson,  New',  N!  wton,  Qrmsbv,  Pick# -ns, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Richardson,  Ring-gold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Ro- 
berts, Sage,  Sammous,  Si-aver,  Sevier.  Seybert,  Shaw,  G.  Smith, 
J.  Smith,  Strong-,  Tailiaft-rro,  Trotip,  Tirrr.er,  Wmtehiil,  Williams, 
Wright— 7 b. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  second  time  and 
committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house  to  day. 

'Fine  house  re  olved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  bouse  on  the  said  bill  ; and  after  some  time 
spent  therein,  Mr.  Soeaker  resumed  the  chair  and 
Mr  Bassett  reported, that  the  committee had  accord 
in  a:  to  order  had  the  said  hill  under  consideration 
and  made  some  progress  therein,  and  directed  him 
to  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  house 
have  leave  to  sit  again  oil  the  said  bill. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned  until  to  morrow 
morning  1 1 o’clock. 

Thnr  d,  iy,June  4,1812. — A motion  was  made  by 
Mr  Milhor,  that  the  doors  be  now  opened. 

And  the  question  being  taken, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole  house  on  the  bill  declaring  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  and  the  United. 
Slaves  and  their  territories  : and  after  some  time 
s«enf  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair  and 
Mr..  Bassett  rep  rted  that  the  committee  had  accord- 
ing to  o»*der  had  the  said  bill  under  consideration- 
and  made  no  amendment  thereto- 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Quinev,  to  a 


mend  the  said  bill  by  adding  thereto  a new  section 
as  follows  : 

“ Sec.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and 
after  (he  passage  ol  this  act,  that  the  act  entitled 
“ An  act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France  and  their  dependencies  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses/’ passed  the  Ut  day  of  May,  1810,  a nd  also  the 
act  entitled  “ an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled “ an  act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  anti 
France  and  their  dependencies  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses,” passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1811.  And  also 
the  act  entitled  “ an  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harhors  of  the 
United  States  for  a limited  time,”  passed  the  4th  day 
of  April,  1812, be  and  thesame  hereby  are  repealed.  * 
Amotion  was  thereupon  made  by  Mr.  N Ison, 
that  the  bill  and  the.  proposed  amendment  be  recom- 
mitted to  a committee  of  the  whole  house. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oh  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Quincy, 

And  passed  in  the  negative — Yeas  42 — Nays  82. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one  fifth 
of  the  members, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Baker,-  Bleecker,  Breckenvidge,  Biigliani,  Cham- 
pion, Cheves,  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Davenport,  Davis,  Ely,  Eniott, 
Fitch,  Gold,  Golrtsborougb,  Jackson,  Key,  Law,  Lewis,  AtfBryde, 
Milnov,  Mysely,  Nelson,  Pearson, Pitkin,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph, 
Peed,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Rorinran,  Stewart,  Str.rgss,  Sullivan, 
Taggart;  Tailaiadge,  Tracy,  Van  Cortland t,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilson — 42, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are, 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Bartlett,  F.as- 
sptt,  Bibb,  BlacUledge,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burvvell,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Carr,  Cochran.  Ciopton,  Condit,  Crawford,  Dawson,  Desha.  Dins- 
moor,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Ghoison,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy, 
15.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Kyntniun,  Johnson,  Kent, 
King,  Lacock,  Lefever,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Maxwell, 
Nfoore,  M‘Cov,  NFKee,  Metcalf,  Mitcliill.  Morgan,  Morrow, 

New,  NewhoM,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 'Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond, 
Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sammons,  Seaver,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Shaw,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tatlinferro, 
Troup,  Turner,  WJntehili,  Williams,  Widgoyy,  Winn,  Wright— 82, 
Noiother  amendment  being  proposed  to  the  bill, 
the  question  was  taken,  that  it  be  engrossed  and 
read  a third  time  ; 

And  passed  in  the  affirmative — Yeas  78,  Navs  45. 
'File  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one  fifth  of 
the  members  present; 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard.  Bassett,  B’.kb. 
Black  ledge,  Brown,  Buvwfll,  Butler,  Calhoun,  .Carr,  Chews,  CocliJ 
ran,  Ciopton,  Condi t,  Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson, 'Desha,  Diusmoor, 
Earle,  Fjndley,  Fisk,  Ghoison,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall, 
O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Myneinau,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  Lacock, 
L -fever.  Little,  LoWndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Moore,  M‘Coy,  M’Kae, 
M‘Kim,  Mitchiil,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond.  Richardson,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sliaw, 
G.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Strong,  Talliaierro,  Troup,  Turner,  Whitehill, 
Williams,  Widgery,  Winn,  Wright — 78. 

T!m\e  who  voted  in  i nc  ne^'tive  are, 

NAYS— Mt  ssrs.  Baker,  Bartlett,  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Chain *on.  Chittenden,  Cooke.  Davenport,  Ely,  Emott, 
Fitch,  Gold,  Golds ooroiigh,  Kufty,  Jackson,  Key,  Law,  Lewis, 
Maxwell.  M‘Bryd«»,  Metcalf;  Milnor,  Moselv,  NewhoUl,  Pearson.  Pit- 
kin,.Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgely,  Rottman,  Stanford, 
Stewart,  Scurges.  Suilivar,  < aggart,  Tailmatige,  Tracy,  Van  Cort- 
landt,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson— 45. 

Ordered,  l'hat  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third  time 
thi>  day. 

'Fhe  said  bill  was  engrossed  and  read  the  thir4 
time  accordingly  and  the  question  stated  that  the 
same  do  pass  ? 

Whereupon, 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  October  next. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken, 

It  was  determined  m the  negative— Yeas  42  Nay? 
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The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one  fifth 
of  the  members  present ; 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are. 


C 

Gold 

Mjluor,  Mostly,  Newbohl,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Quincy,  Ran- 
dolph, R-ed„Ridgely,  Rodman,  Stanford,  Stewai*t,Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tallmadgc,  Tracy,  Van  Coitlandt,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson— 42. 

Those  who  voted  in  trie  negative  are, 

Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Bassett,  Bibb,  Bluck.- 
ledge,  Brown,  Bunvell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cheves.  Cochran,  Clop* 
ton,  Condit,  Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle, 
Findley,  Fisk,  Ghoison,  Gondwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B,  Hail,  O. 
Mall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent,  King,  I. acock,  L<-- 
lever,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Maxwell,  Moore, M‘Coy,  M*  Kee, 
M‘Kiin,  Metcalf  Mitchill,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New.  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Pond,  Richardson,  Ringgold, 
Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts,  Sage,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Seybert.  Shaw,  Smilie, 
<4.  Smith,  J.  Smith,  Strong,  Talliaferro,  Troup,  Turner,  Whitehall, 
Williams,  Widgery,  Wiiui,  Wright— 81. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Stow,  that  the 
farther  consideration  of  the  said  bill  be  postponed 
until  to  morrow. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — Yeas4S — 
Nays  78. 

The  yeas  and'  nays  being  demanded  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present ; 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 

Messrs.  Avery,  Baker,  Bartlett,  Bleeeker,  Boyd,  Breekenridge, 
Brigham,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Davenport,  Ely,  EmoU. 
Fitch,  Gold,  GoMsbovough,  Hufty,  Jackson,  Kent,  Key,  Law,  Lew- 
is, Maxwell,  M‘Bryde,  Mdnor,  Moseley,  Newbold,  Pearson,  Pitkin, 
Potter.  Quincy,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgelv,  Rodman,  Sammons, 
Stanford,  Stewart,  Stow,  Sturges,  Sullivan,  Taggart,  Taliaiadge, 
Tracy,  Van  Cortlandt,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson— 48. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  ar  e, 

Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Bassett,  Bibb,  Black- 
led  gv,  Brown,  Bin-well,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Cheves,  Cochran, 
f lepton,  Condit,  Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dinsmoor,  Earle, 
Findley,  Fisk,  Ghoison,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B.  Hall,  O.  Hall, 
Harper.  Hawes,  Hyneinan,  Johnson,  King,  Laeock,  Lefever,  Little, 
lyvnclcs.  Lyle,  Macon,  Moore,  M‘Coy,  M'Kee,  M'Kim,  Mitchill, 
Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Pond,  Riehan’ftjy,  Ringgold,  Rhea,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Sage,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Seyoert,  Shaw,  Smilie,  G.  Smith,  J.  Smith, 
Strong,  Talliaferro.  Troup,  Turner,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Widge- 
ry,  Winn, .Wright— 78. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Goldsborough, 
that  the  house  do  now  adjourn. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  43 — nays  82. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one-fifth 
of  the  members  present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 

Messrs.  Avery,  Baker,  Bleeeker,  Breekenridge,  Brigham, 
Champion,  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Davenport,  Ely,  Einott,  Fitch, 


Smith,  J.  Smith,  Strong,  Talliaferro,  Troup,  Turner,  White  lull, 
Williams,  Widgery,  Winn,  Wright— 79. 

Those  who  vi*ted  in  the  negative  are, 

N A YS. — Messrs.  Baker,  Bartlett,  Bleeeker,  Boyd,  Breekenridge, 
Brigham,  Champion,  Chittenden,  Cooke,  Davenport,  Ely,  Ehuott, 
Fitch,  Gold,  Goldsborough,  Kuttv,  Jackson,  Key,  Law,  Lewis, 
Maxwell,  M‘Bryde,  Metcalf,  Milhor,  Mitchill.  Moselv,  Newbold, 
’Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Quiheey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgrlv,  Rod- 
man,  Sammons.  Stanford,  Steward,  Stow,  Sturges,  Sullivan,  1 ag- 
gai-t;  Tallmauge,  Tallman,  Tracy,  Van  Cortlandt,  Wheaton,  WJiitt^ 
Wilson— 49. 

Ordered,  that  the  bill  be  “ An  Act  declaring 
war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies, 
and  the  United  States  and  their  territories.” 

Mr.  Poindexter  moved  to  have  inserted  on  the 
'journal  a declaration  in  the  following  woids  : 

I “ George  Poindexter,  delegate  from  the  Missis- 
sippi territory,  not  having  a constitutional  right  to 
record  his  suffrage  on  the  journals  of  the  house, 
on  the  important  question  under  consideration,  and 
being  penetrated  with  a firm  conviction  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure,  asks  the  indulgence  of  the 
house  to  express  his  own,  and  the  sense  o his  con- 
stituents, in  support  of  the  honorable  and  dignified 
attitude,  which  the  government  of  his  country  has 
assumed,  in  vindication  of  its  rights  against  the  law- 
less violence  and  unprecedented  usurpations  of  the 
(government  of  Great  Britain.” 

J The  said  paper  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Findley  were  appointed  a 
comnyttee  to  carry  the  bill  entitled  “An  Act  de- 
claring war  between  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies, and  the  United  States  and  their  territories/* 
to  the  senate,  and  to  inform  them  that  the  house  o? 
representatives  have  passed  the  same  in  confidence, 
and  request  their  concurrence  therein. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning  11  o’clock. 

Friday , June  5. — A motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Macon,  that  the  declaration  of  George  Poindexter, 
entered  on  the  confidential  journal  of  yesterday,  be 
expunged  therefrom. 

And  the  motion  was  negatived,  yeas  44,  nays  62j 

Mr.  Stanford  moved,  that  the  house  proceed  to 
consider  the  said  declaration. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 


_ Talimadge,  Tracy,  Van  Cortlandt, 

White,  Wilson— 43. 

Toose  who  sjoted  in  the  negative  are, 

Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer.  Bard,  Bintlett,  Bassett.  Bibb, 
Blaekledge,  Boyd,  Brown  Burwvli,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Cheves, 
Cochran,  Clopton,  Condit,  C-raw fowl,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dins- 
niore,  Earle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Ghoison,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy,  B. 
Hail,  O.  Hail.  Harper,  Hawes,  Hufty,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent, 


bill,  Williams,  Widgery,  Winn,  Wright— 82. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  said  bill  do 
pass  ? 

And  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  79 — nays 
49.  * 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one  fifth 
of  the  members  present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  ape, 

YEAS. — Messrs,  Alston,  A nderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Bard,  Basset, 
Bibb,  Blackledge,  Broyvn,  Burwcll,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Cheves, 
Cochran,  Clopton,  Condit,  Crawford,  Davis,  Dawson,  Desha,  Dins- 
moor, Earle,  Findley,  Fisk,  Ghoison,  Goodwyn,  Green,  Grundy, 
B.  Hall,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent.  King, 
La  cock,  Lefever,  Little,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Moore,  M‘Coy, 
M'Kee,  M'Kim,  Morgan,  Morrow,  Nelson,  New,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants.  Pond,  Richardson,  Ringgold,  Rhea 
^°berts,  Sage,  Seaver,  Sevier,  Seybert,  SWw^  Smilie.  CH 


CONGRESS. 

From  the.  TVa'ional  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday  last. 
On  Friday  in  the  house  of  representatives  a bill 
was  reported  “ concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes 
and  prize  goods.”  The  title  of  the  bill  sufficiently* 
indicates  its  contents,  the  bill  went  through  a com 
mittee  of  the  whole  late  on  Saturday,  and  was  read 
a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate,  where 
it  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Taylor, 
Anderson,  Varnum,  Cutts,  and  Smith  of  Maryland, 
On  the  same  day  was  reported  by  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  the  following  bill  : 

“ Partially  to  suspend,  for  a limited  time,  the  seve- 
ral acts  prohibiting  importations  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, her  dominions,  colonies  and  dependencies, 
and  of  the  produce  and  manufactures  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted,  See.  That  the  operation  of  so  much 
of  any  act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importation  into 
the  United  Stares  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandise, 
of  the  growth,  produce  and  manufacture  of  the 
dominions,  colonies  and  dependencies  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended  until  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  with  the  exceptions  and  un- 
der the  restrictions  hereinafter  provided  by  this  act ; 
Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  recovery  of  any  fines,  for- 
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features  or  penalties  incurred  by  reason  of  any  in- 
fraction of  the  act  or  acts  first  above  mentioned. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  nothing  in 
this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  permit  the 
importation  into  theU.  States  of  anv  articles  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  dominions, 
colonies  and  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  owned 
at  thetimeof  such  importation,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
by  a subject  of  Great  Britain,  or  by  whomsoever 
owned,  if  of  the  following  description,  viz  : hats, 
shoes,  millinery,  ready  made  clothing,  articles  of 
which  silk,  leather,  hemp  or  flax  is  the  principal 
material  Irish  linens  excepted  ; cloths  of  which 
wool  is  the  principal  material,  and  the  prime  cost  of 
which  shall  exceed  six  shillings  sterling  per  square 
yard  thereof:  and  cloths  of  which  cotton  is  the  prin- 
cipal material,  and  the  prime  cost  of  which  shall  be 
less  than  fifteen  pence,  or  shall  exceed  three shillings 
per  square  yard  thereof;  the  importation  of  which 
several  articles  shall  continue  to  be  prohibited  ac- 
cording to  the  true  tenor  and  meaning  of  the  acts 
first  above  mentioned,  and  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  this  act  had  not  passed.” 

Accompanying  the  bill  was  the  following  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  : 

committee  room,  June  9,  1812. 

Sir — 1 am  directed  by  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  to  request  you  to  inform  them,  whe 
ther,  in  your  opinion,  the  non  importation  act  may 
not  be  so  modified  or  partially  suspended,  as  to  af- 
ford a revenue  equivalent  to  the  estimated  amount 
of  the  proposed  internal  taxes,  additional  tonnage 
duty,  and  diminution  of  drawbacks  ; and  in  such 
event  whether  the  last  mentioned  objects  of  revenue 
naav  not,  for  the  present  be  dispensed  with. 

I am,  sir,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LANGDON  CHEVES. 
The  honorable  Albert  Gallatin, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 

10th  June,  1812. 

Sir— -I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
yesterday  asking  whether,  in  my  opinion,  the  non 
importation  act  may  not  be  so  modified,  or  partially 
suspended,  as  to  afford  a revenue  equivalent  to  the 
estimated  amount  of  the  internal  taxes,  additional 
tonnage  duty,  and  diminution  of  drawbacks  ; and 
in  such  event,  whether  the  last  mentioned  objects 
©f  revenue  may  not  for  the  present  be  dispensed 
with  ? 

AH  the  estimates  of  revenue  which  have  been 
transmitted  during  this  session,  having  necessarily 
been  made  in  conformity  with  the  existing  laws, 
were  predicated  on  the  supposed  absolute  prohibi 
j tion  of  British oproduce  and  manufactures.  These 
in  ordinary,  times  amounted  to  more  than  one  half 
of  the  foreign  merchandise  consumed  in  the  United 
States.  The  actual  exclusion  of  the  greater  part  of 
tTie  articles  of  our  own  growth  from  France,  Mol 
land  and  Germany,  the  consequent  nullity  of  our 
commerce  with  those  countries,  and  the  conquest 
by  Great -Britain  of  their  colonies,  still  more  lessens 
the  proportion  of  foreign  articles  which  may  beim 
ported  from  other  countries  than  the  British  do 
minions. 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  the  amount  of  duties 
j on  importations  will  be  more  than  doubled  in  the 
1 event  of  a suspension  of  the  non  importation,  and 
| that  they  will,  whilst  that  suspension  continues,  af 
ford  a revenue  at  least  equivalent  to  the  estimated 
amount  of  the  proposed  direct  tax,  internal  duties, 
additional  tpmjage  and  diminution  of  drawbacks. — 


All  these  may  be  dispensed  with,  so  long  as  the  sus- 
pension continues,  provided  that  the  contemplated 
increase  of  one  hundred  per  cent,  on  the  duties  on 
importations  shall  take  place. 

It  is  not  believed  that  the  result  would  be  materi- 
ally affected  by  a modification  or  partial,  instead  of 
an  absolute  suspension  of  the  non  importation.  For 
the  amount  of  importations  would  be  principally 
regulated  by  the  amount  of  American  funds  already 
in  England,  and  by  the  subsequent  consumption  of 
American  produce  in  Great  Britain,  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal, and  the  British  West  Indies  respectively.  If 
a discrimination  be  thought  eligible,  it  would  seem 
that  the  articles  entitled  to  preference  are  colonial 
produce,  particularly  rum,  coarse  woolens,  middle 
price  cotton  goods,  Irish  linens,  earthen  and  glass 
ware,  hardware  and  manufactures  of  steel,  tin,  brass 
and  copper.  Fine  cloths  muslins,  plain  cotton 
goods,  manufactures  of  silk,  hemp,  flax  (with  the 
above  exception)  and  leather,  paper,  hats,  shoes 
and  millenary  may  either  be  altogether  supplied  by 
domestic  manufactures  or  dispensed  with. 

The  animal  importations  of  British  colonial  and 
domestic  produce  and  manufactures  could  not  be 
estimated  at  less  than  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars, 
supposing  (on  the  same  grounds  on  which  theother 
estimates  of  duties  ©«  importation  in  time  of  war 
were  made)  that  the  war  and  other  restrictions 
should  reduce  the  amount  to  one  half,  the  proposed 
double  duties  collected  on  the  residue,  would  pro. 
duce  a net  revenue  of  at  least  five  millions  of  .dollars, 
and  greater  therefore  than  all  the  proposed  internal 
taxes  and  duties  «nd  additional  tonnage  duty. 

Permit  me,  howevei,  to  observe,  with  respect  to 
this  last  duty,  that,  so  far  as  relates  to  foreign  ves- 
sels, the  proposed  addition  appears  necessary,  and 
is  hardlv  sufficient  to  compensate  the  great  advan- 
tages which  war  will  give  them  over  American  ves- 
sels, in  the  American  commerce. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  all  the  bills  for  la  ving  and 
collecting  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  have 
been  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  former  re- 
quest of  the  committee,  so  that  the  whole  subject 
may  be  taken  up  at  this  or  any  other  time  without 
any  delay  on  the  part  of  the  treasury.  The  only 
detail  on  which  the  information  is  not  as  complete 
as  might  be  desired,  is  that  of  the  quotas  of  the  di- 
rect tax  intended  to  be  laid  on  the  several  counties 
in  each  state,  It  is  also  believed  that  the  system 
has  been  prepared  in  such  manner  that  it  may  be 
organized,  and  all  the  taxes  be  in  full  operation  in 
the  month  of  April  next,  provided  the  laws  are 
enacted  before  the  commencement  of  the  year  IS13, 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  Langdon  Cheves, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

On  Saturday  the  bill  for  imposing  additional  du- 
ties [oflOO  percent,  on  all  former  duties]  passed 
through  a committee  of  the  whole,  vvas  amended  so 
as  to  include  an  additional  duty  of  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  ton  on  all  foreign  tonnage,  and  limit* 
ing  the  continuance  of  the  act  to  one  year  after  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  was  then,  after  much  debate, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time.  It 
was  yesterday  read  a third  time,  and,  after  debate, 
was  (on  motion  of  Mr.  Widgery)  recommitted,  and 
the  house  immediately  took  up  the  subject  in  com- 
mittee. 

A motion  having  been  made  to  strike  out  100  per 
cent,  and  insert  75,  was  lost,  as  also  was  a motion 
to  insert  50  per  cejnL 
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The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  house  wilhou 
amendment.  It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Randolph  to 
strike  out  the  the  words  “ one  hundred,**  and  lost 
— “ayes  51,  nays  74. 

It  was  then  move!  by  Mr.  Basset  that  the  bill  lie 
on  the  table,  and  negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and 
read  accordingly  and  passed — yeas  76.  noes  48. 

On  Saturday,  a resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Williams;  and,  aftei  debate,  was  agreed  to,  in  the 
following  woids  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  prohibiting,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  the  exportation  from  and  importation  into 
the  United  States  of  all  goods,  wares  and  merchan 
dise  in  any  ship  or  vessel  not  belonging  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Johnson  on  Friday, 
to  direct  an  adjournment  of  both  houses  on  Thurs- 
day next.  The  resolution  was  taken  up  yesterday, 
amended  so  as  to  fix  Monday  as  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ment, and  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  by  a vote 
of  54  to  50. 

In  senate  a motion  has  been  made  and  is  now 
pending,  to  appoint  a committee  to  enquire  at  what 
day  it  would  be  proper  to  adjourn. 

Several  other  matters  of  inferior  magnitude  passed 
under  the  view  of  the  house,  ^mong  which  was  a 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Basset,  to  appoint  a com 
mittee  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  raising  a 
particular  force  for  the  defence  of  the  Eastern  shore 
of  Virginia,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

In  the  senate,  on  Friday,  the  bill  authorising  an 
issueof  treasury  notes,  was  referred  to  a select  com 
mittee  composed  of  Messrs.  Campbell  of  Ten.  Bay 
ard  and  Smith  of  Md. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Smith  of  Md.  on  Saturday, 
the  president  of  the  United  States  was  requested  to 
lay  before  the  senate  such  information  as  he  may 
posses*  respecting  the  hostile  or  friendly  movements 
and  intentions  of  the  Indians  towards  the  U.  States 
subsequent  to  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe. 

The  house  of  representatives  sat  a short  time  in 
secret  yesterday,  the  doors  having  been  closed  at 
the  instance  o Mr.  Mitchill. 

A committee  was  appointed  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pas 
sing  a law  to  convene  congress  before  the  constitu 
tional  period  for  the  next  session. 

Tuesday,  June  23.— [After  some  private  petitions  had  been  dis- 
posed of] 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  reported 
a hill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  naval  and  military  stores, 
arms,  and  the  munitions  ot  war  and  provisions,  to  Canada  and  cer- 
tain otlu  r British  provinces,  and  for  other  purposes.  Read  twice 
and  ref«  rred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cheves,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  reported  a bill 
making  further  appropriations  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime 
frontier.  Read  twice  and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
house.  ~J 

The  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Bassett  in  the 
Chair,  on  a bill  to  suspend  for  a ii  milled  time,  the  opemtion  of  the 
no  -importation  law. 

Mr.  Richardson  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  by  striking 
out  all  the  words  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  substitute  in  lieu 
thereof  a total  repeal  of  the  restrictive  system. 

Mr.  Bibb,  Mr.  Mitchill  and  Mr.  M'Kiin,  spoke  in  opposition  to 
the  amendment  and  in  favor  of  the  bill.  The  amendment  was 
negatived.  53  to  69. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Johnson  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill  and  in  opposition  to  strik- 
ing out. 

Mr.  Macon  made  some  remarks  in  Opposition  to  the  bill,  when 
the  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  house  refused 
leave  to  sit  again. 

M.  Richardson  renewed  his  proposition  to  amend  the  hill. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely.  This  question  was  determined  by  ayes 
And  noes,  and  were  yeas  53,  navs  69. 

Adjourned. 

fVeduesdaij,  June  24.— The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of 
Mic  uilleppending  for  alimittod  time,  the  non-im^oftaUcn  act.— 


Mr.  Richardson’s  proposition  to  amend  the  bill  by  substituting  is 
lieu  of  the  first  section,  one  to  repeal  the  whole  Restrictive  system, 
under  consideration, 

Mr.  Pearson  spoke  against  the  restrictive  system,  and  in  favofr 
of  its  total  removal. 

Mr.  Widgery  and  Mr.  Calhoun  followed  on  the  same  side. 

Mi-.  Wright  spoke  in  opposition  to  tlu-  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in.  the 
negative.  Yeas  58,  nays  61. 

Mr.  Goldslxirough  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to  permit  the 
importation  of  all  goods  not  owned  b)  British  subjects.  Negativ- 
ed, ayes  59,  noes  60. 

Mr.  MeKini  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  till 
the  1st  of  February  next. 

On  this  question  no  decision  was  had  at  3 o’clock. 


War  against  England, 

Our  ancient  and  inveterate  foe,  has  at  length  been 
proclaimed  by  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
United  States  of  America.  For  many  years  we 
endured  what  no  independent  nation  ought  to  have 
suffered  for  a moment,  and  pursued  negociation 
like  a n igntis  fatuus,  becoming  more  and  more  in- 
volved by  insults  and  injuir'es;  submission  to  one 
wrong  preparing  the  way  for  another.  In  the  val- 
ley of  humiliation,  at  the  loot  of  the  throne  of  her 
ideot  monarch,  at  the  threshold  of  the  palaces  of  the 
knaves  who  administer  the  government  in  his  name, 
we  sought  justiceand  hegged  for  peace ; not  because 
we  fear  ed  war,  but  from  that  moderation  which  dis- 
tinguishes the  people,  as  well  as  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  While  we  thus  entreated  mer- 
cy, many  thousand  seamen,  our  brethr  en,  neighbors 
and  friends,  were  groaningout  aweary  life  on  board 
the  vessels  of  her  navy;  whipped,  spurned  and 
kicked  by  every  creature  that  pleased  to  abuse 
them  ; and  some  were  mundered,  basely  and  delibe- 
rately murdered,  for  nobly  attempting  to  regain  that 
“ fr  eedom  which  is  their  birth  right,”  for  gallantly 
designing  to  seek  their  liberty  through  blood  and 
slaughter.  The  indignity,  abuse  and  destruction  of 
our  seamen,  and  through  them,  the  violent  assault 
on  the  sovereignty  of  the  country  itself,  has  long 
cried  for  revenge,  as  preventive  of  the  practice  in 
future  : for  rather  than  admit  the  principle  for  one 
solitary  hour,  or  in  a single  instance,  that  an  Ame- 
rican seaman,  or  a seaman  sailing  under  the  Ameri- 
can flag,  may  be  kidnapped  by  those  Algerines, there 
is  not  a true  man  among  us  that  would  not  exclaim — 
“ rear — a war  of  extermination  against  them*.”  Great 
Britain  herself  would  nobly  sink  into  absolute  ruin 
before  she  would  suffer  her  vessels  to  be  so  search- 
ed or  her  seamen  so  carried  away.  How  monstrous 
then  is  it  for  her  to  practise  towards  the  United 
States  w'hat  she  would  indignantly  refuse  to  permit 
another  to  do  to  her  people  ! It  is  traitorous,  and 
shews  a mean  and  pitiful  spirit,  to  palliate,  or  in  any 
manner  excuse,  or  justify,  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen  by  the  British.  It  springs  from  a heart  so 
base  and  sordid,  that  he  who  is  guilty  of  it  may  well 
be  suspected  of  a disposition  to  sell  his  father,  mo- 
ther, wife  and  children  to  the  Turks  for  a handful 
of  sequins  ; to  till  the  soil,  or  gratify  the  lust  of  «. 
master,  as  slaves.  It  is  an  idea  that  the  British,  as 
a nation,  would  spurn  at,  with  the  mind  of  one 
man  ; though  some  shop  keepers  might  wish  it  tole- 
rated, provided  they  made  a few  pence  by  the  com- 
promise between  the  sovereignty  of  their  country, 
and,  indeed,  the  freedom  of  their  own  persons,  and 
the  pitiful  profits  of  trade. 

On  the  various  points  now  at  deadly  issue  between 
our  country  and  this  foreign  nation,  after  the  able 

* “ War — a war  of  extermination  against  every 
man,  women  and  child  of  France.**  Speech  in  the 
senate  of  the  United  States,  1799, 
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and  masterly  manner  in  which  they  have  been  pour- 
trayed  in  the  message  of  the  president,  and  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  it  be 
comes  us  to  be  silent,  simply  recommending  a fre 
quent  p-rusal  of  these  papers  to  all  who  doubt  the 
ju  ticcof  the  stand  we  have  taken.  All  the  world 
has  witnessed  our  forbearance — our  desire  of  peace 
has  been  attributed,  even  in  our  own  country,  to 
fear.  Let  the  world  behold  with  how  great  force 
and  power  the  slumbering  Eagle  will  redress  her 
wrongs  when  aroused  from  the  nest  where  she 
nourished  her  young,  harmless  and  unoffending. 
Eet  her  breast  plate  be  union. 

it  is  the  law  of  the  land  that  we  defend  ourselves 
from  British  aggressions  : it  is  the  legal  authority 
of  the  country  that  we  shall  retaliate  our  wrongs 
as  the  only  means  to  end  them.  For  six  years  wc 
have  contemplated  the  necessity  of  this  resort;  the 
idea  has  become  familiar,  and  war  has  lost  half  its 
hon  ors  from  being  in  perspective  so  long.  Our 
means  to  carry  it  on  are  ample;  wc  are  young  and 
vigorous*  in  ail  the  freshness  of  youth  as  to  national 
resources.  They  require  only  to  he  called  into  ac- 
tion ; and  we  should  contemn  and  despise  the  crea- 
ture that  underrates  them.  * 

The  whole  population  of  Great  Biitain  is  12,562,144 
souls.  The  white  population  of  theUuiled  States  is 
about  hali'as  many.  In  Great  Britain  at  least  three 
fifths  of  the  laboring  classes  are  paupers;' in  the 
United  States  there  arp  none  such  hut  the  halt, 
the  lame,  the  blind,  and  the  infirm  and  insane.  On 
this  population,  so  miserably  oppressed  and  worn 
put,  Great  Britain  levies  war  taxes  to  the  amount 
of  70  millions  of  pounds  ster  ling,  or  about  $25  per 
annum  for  every  man,  w apian  and  child  on  the  is- 
land. Is  any  man  prepared  to  say  that  we,  a nation 
of  freemen,  with  full  bellies  and  fertile  land,  could 
wot  pay  as  much  Were  it  necessary?  Is  the  slave 
Emote  profitable  than  the  free  laborer?  Compare 
Ohio,  with  some  of  the  other  states  and  answer  the 
question.  Will  the  man  who  sees  before  him  no 
Other  prospect  than  monotonous  labour  and  pover 
tv,  work  as  cheerfully  and  do  as  much,  as  he  who 
beholds,  in  his  industry,  the  ease  of  old  age,  with 
independence  for  his  children? 

A one  hundredth  paytof  the  people  of  Great  B'i- 
,t»ip  cannot  point  to  a spot,  and  , say, — thal  is  mine, 
or  it  belongs  to  my  father,  or  uncle,  or  cousin. — 
But  a majority  in  these  stated  can  proudly  place 
; their  foot  on  thp  soil,  and  exclaim, — this  is  mine , or 
it  belongs  to  my  father.  The  road  to  competency 
Is  free  to  ail,  and  the  same  perseverance,  frugality  and 
industry  that  a poor  Englishman  exercises  merely 
to  exist  at  home,  would  make  a man  rich  in  the  Uni 
ted  States,  in  a few  yearn-  VVhence  comes  this  bor 
rible  clamor  about  “ taxes  and  loans  and  the  like” 
but  of  anti  American  principles?  In  time  of  peace , 
every  soul  in  England,  on  the  average,  pays  a tax  of 
14  dollars  per  annum,  to  government.  The  United 
States,  in  time  of  war,  require  their  people  to  ex 
prt.  themselves,  and  pay  two  dollars  each  to  fight 
their  own  battles,  or  less  than  one  twelfth  part  of 
what  Englishmen  pay  to  support  their  oppressors. 
God  forbid  that  the  time  shall  ever  arrive  when  this 
people  may  be  taxed  like  the  people  of  England  ; 
but  how  contemptible  it  is,  to  be  alarmed  at  the  pay- 
ment of  so  pitiful  a sum  from  the  full  coffers  of  the 
nation  at  large,  accumulated  by  many  years  of  un 
paralleled  ease  and  prosperity  ! As  to  the  loads, 
there  is  a fund  that  will  pay  them  a thousand  times 
over. ' We  have  650  millions  of  acres  of  land  to  dis 
pose  of,  which,  in  due  time,  will  bring  us  two  do! 
lai  s an  acre.  But  independent  of  this,  it  is  ascertain- 
ed that  the.  usual  revenues,  in  time  of  p?a,ce,  are  suf- 


ficient to  defray  all  the  expences  of  government,  and 
reduce  the  loans,  expected  to  be  made,  as  fast  as  de-. 
sirable. 

It  is  the  law  of  the  land  that  we  fight  England — it 
is  also  the  will  of  the  people,  goaded  by  insults  and 
injuries.  Hitherto  we  have  been  divided  into  two 
great  political  sections,  but  professed  a common  ob- 
ject of  preserving  our  glorious  constitution  pure 
and  inviolate,  and  of  giving  perpetuity  to  the  pre- 
sent system  of  things.  An  honest  difference  of 
opinion  existed  as  to  the  best  means  of  accomplish- 
ing these  matters,  though  some  perhaps  may  have 
had  sinister  views.  At  a time  like  the  present,  every 
honest  diversity  of  sentiment  will  be  sacrificed,  or,  at 
least,  suffered  to  rest  in  peace  for  a season,  on  the 
ALTAR  OF  UNION.  All  men  admit  (or  at  least 
every  man  but  a knave  or  9.  fool,  must  admit)  there 
is  just  cause  for  war  against  England,  if  war  can  be 
just,  as  quakers  and  some  others  deny.  The  inju- 
ries received  from  France  do  not  lessen  the  enormi- 
ty of  those  heaped  upon  us  by  England ; nor  can 
the  crimes  of  one  nation  palliate  the  offences  of  the 
other.  In  this  “ straight  betwixt  two”  we  had  an 
unquestionable  right  to  select  our  enemy.  We  have 
given  the  preference  to  Great  Britain,  not  only  for 
our  supposed  capability  to  coerce  justice  from  her, 
but  also  on  account  of  her  more  flagrant  wrongs. 
.For,  putting  her  on  a par  with  France  as  to  her 
Violations  of  our  commercial  rights,  what  shall  we 
say  of  im  pressment,  of  the  murders  by  the  Indians , 
of  the  mission  of  Henry  ? Besides,  France  is  invul- 
nerable to  us  ; we  might  as  well  declare  war  against 
the  people  of  the  moon  as  against  her  ; but  Great 
Britain  is  tangible  in  her  tenderest  points.  It  is 
contended  by  some  that  if  one  of  these  powers  does 
us  justice,  the  other  will  follow  the  lead.  Though 
we  do  not  subscribe  to  this  doctrine  in  its  fullest 
extent,  we  cannot  suffer  from  making  an  experi- 
ment of  that  which  it  was  impossible  avoid — for 
war  was  inevitable,  save  by  the  interference  of  Him 
who  moulds  the  hearts  and  dispositions  of  man. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  every  man  will  ap- 
prove a general  measure  ; but  the  minority  must 
submii  to  the  majority.  It  is  the  first  principle  of  our 
solemn  compact  with  each  other — it  is  the  life  of 
the  republic;  and  of  those  even  who  disapprove  of 
a law,  the  majority  will  support  it  while  it  has  au- 
thority, though  thev  mav  exert  themselves  to  re- 
peal it.  Unfortunately,  and  to  the  lasting  disgrace 
of  those  who  are  guilty  of  it,  many  endeavors  are 
making  to  raise  up  an  opposition  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  defeat  of  their  own  government  and  the 
triumph  of  a forei  n enemy.  It  will  not  amount  to 
much — the  good  sense  ofthe  people  will  prevail,  as 
it  did  in  1776.  At  that  time  about  one  third  of  the 
inhabitants  of  these  state’s  were  openly  or  covertly 
opposed  to  independence:  manv  through  prejudice, 
some  through  fear,  and  a great  number  from  bribery, 
corruption  and  interest.  The  same  causes  may  pre- 
vail to  a certain  extent  at  this  day  ; and  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  all  that  were  tories  in  heart,  or*  irl 
deed,  in  the  war  for  establishing  independence,  will 
also  be  opposed  to  the  war  for  preserving  it.  But 
the  number  of  such  is  contemptible,  We  can  vvatc^i 
them  better  than  our  fathers  were  able  to  do.  In 
1776,  the  vessel  of  state  was  launched  into  an  un- 
known sea,  to  contend  with  a nation  whose  power 
it  had  been  our  pride  to  extol  ; with  whom,  and 
for  whom,  we  had  fought,  hied  and  conquered  ; 
and  we  were  as  children,  devoid  of  arms  and  the 
munitions  of  war,  and  destitute  of  every  thing  but 
patience  and  courage.  In  1812,  we  have  a stable 
arid  solid  government,  operating  upon  known  and 
accepted  principles  tq  the  remotest  corners  of  qqr 


285 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER BRITISH  SEAMEN,  &K. 


territory  ; we  are  abundantly  supplied  with  weapons 
of  defence;  we  are  in  a state  of  comparative  man- 
hood, and  will  meet  the  enemy  with  confidence 
over  whom  we  triumphed  in  infancy. 

Let  every  man,  solemnly,  in  his  “closet”  put  this 
question  to  himself. — \ ‘ Would  I send  another  am- 
bassador to  England  to  crawl  on  his  hands  and  knees 
and  beg,that  my  countrymen  may  not  be  stolen  like 
African  negroes,  by  the  accursed  traders  in  human 
flesh  V* 

The  spirit  of  the  people  is  up— the  proposition 
must  come  from  the  other  side  of  the  water.  We 
have  retreated  to  the  edge  of  the  precipice — we  have 
used  every  argument  and  exerted  every  means,  to 
repel  the  adversary,  without  striking  a blow.  We 
can  retire  no  further.  We  must  strike  or  perish. 
The  United  States  were  compelled  to  “unbury  the 
tomahawk,”  or  become  colonies.  We  have  solemn 
ly  determined  on  the  former,  and  may  God  speed 
the  cause. 

War  is  declared — Great  Britain  is  the 

enemy. What  American  will  excite  divisions 

among  the  people,  and  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
jealous  and  unprincipled  foe  ? Who  will  admit  an 
intruder  ? — I once  saw'  a man  and  his  wife  contend- 
ing for  the  breeches — a person  interfered  with  a view 
to  injure  the  man.  The  pair  left  their  private  quar- 
rel to  repel  the  general  grievance — they  mauled  the 
foreigner,  and  then  resumed  the  “ management  of 
their  own  affairs  in  their  own  way.”  So  let  it  be 
with  US. 

To  both  parties  (if  two  parties  will  exist)  we  hum 
bly  recommend  forbearance  and  temper.  It  is  not 
possible  for  any  rational  man  to  believe  that  the  ma 
jority  of  one  is  under  French  influence,  or  of  the 
other  under  British  influence.  There  must  be,  and 
is,  bad  men  in  both  sides — but  nine  tenths  of  either 
have  a common  object  in  repulsing  the  enemy. 
A little  time  and  patience  with  pr  udence,  will  bring 
about  a perfect  union,  when  the  war  really  begins. 
The  exertions  of  all  are  wanting  that  its  duration 
may  be  short ; let  us  not  fret  each  other  by  general 
censures  w'hich  no  gentleman  would  particularly 
apply  to  his  neighbor  who  happens  to  differ  in  sen- 
timent on  some  minor  points.  By  such  means,  in 
the  course  of  a lew  months,  our  jarring  opinions 
will  settle  down  in  peace,  and  every  man  be  prepared 
to  sav,  Long  live  America,  the  asylum  oj  freedom — 
sovereign , independent  and  happy. 


British  Seamen. 

The  British  government  schooner  Mackerel , ar- 
rived at  New-York  about  twm  weeks  ago,  with  des- 
patches for  Mr.  Foster  ; she  has  since  left  that  port 
with  despatches  from  the  ex-minister  to  his  mas- 
ters. During  the  stay  of  this  vessel  at  New  York, 
the  greater  part  of  her  crew  deserted  ; and  it  rare- 
ly happens  that  a British  ship  of  war  enters  our 
harbors  without  losing  more  or  less  of  her  men, 
though  only  those  thought  the  most  « loyal*  have 
a chance  of  running  away. 

The  general  discontent  that  justly  prevails  in  the 
British  navy,  very  much  softens  the  terrors  that 

some  people  would  inspire  us  with. The  horrid 

practice  of  impressing  American  seamen,  now  about 
to  terminate,  will  be  attended  w'ith  some  good  ; it 
has  rendered  the  British  seamen  familiar  with  the 
character,  manners  and  customs  of  our  country,  and 
will  make  them  the  more  readily  enter  the  views  of 
our  fellow  citizens  to  free  themselves  from  slavery, 
and  seek  an  asvlmn  among  us,  bringing  the  ships 
with  them.  We  know  that  whole  fleets  of  Great 
Britain  have  mutinied,  and  are  assured  that  many 


ships  of  the  line  would  have  been  carried  off  from 
the  Note,  by  the  sailors,  it  they  had  known  where 
to  find  a sure  and  comfortable  refuge.  The  time; 
have  changed,  and  the  impressed  Americans  will 
point  the  path  that  leads  to  safety  and  affluence  ; 
for  congress  will,  doubtless,  jssue  a proclamation, 
or,  at  least,  pass  a law,  to  secure  them  a liberal  re- 
ward for  such  exertions.  To  encourage  mutiny 
and  desertion,  is  legal  in  war.  Britain  employed 
Henry  to  effect  a separation  of  the  states  in  time 
of  peace  ; and  Englishmen  themselves  dare  not  com- 
plain if  we  turn  the  tables  upon  them. 

It  has  been  speculatively  said  that  if  it  were  pos- 
sible to  open  an  American  rendezvous  for  soldiers 
in  Ireland , and  arm  and  equip  them,  8c c.  that  we 
could  conquer  Britain  with  her  own  subjects.  The 
same  idea  may  be  applied  with  more  plausibility  to 
her  navy,  as  in  part,  it  may  be  accomplished  ; and 
in  spite  of  her  vigiisnee,  there  will  exist  a thousand 
mediums  to  convey  information  to  her  seamen  of 
the  bounties  to  be  given  For*  exploits  of  this  kind. — . 
Manv  thousand  of  her  sailors  have  not  touched  the 
land  for  several  vears — they  must  needs  be  impatient 
of  restraint,  and  will  exert  themselves  for  liberty  and 
fortune  together.  Though  some  of  them  may  not 
think  it  safe  to  venture  to  sea  during  the  war,  they 
will  find  profitable  employment  in  our  ports,  and 
supply  the  place  of  those  we  should  be  compelled 
to  retain  at  home,  to  fit  out  the  vessels,  &.c. 


The  Editor  to  his  Subscribers. 

The  underwritten,  conscioui  of  his  own  exertions, 
has  the  pleasure  to  believe  that  the  public  expecta- 
tion of  the  Weekly  Register  has  been  generally 
realized.  This  he  knows,  that  no  expense  has  been 
spared  to  render  the  work  as  perfect  as  circumstan- 
ces would  admit  of,  and  the  increase  of  his  subscrip- 
tion list  is  conclusive  evidence,  to  his  mind,  that 
his  labor  is  approved.  It  has  at  this  time,  probably 
the  most  extensive  circulation  of  any  paper  in  the 
union.  But  something  else  is  necessary.  With 
this  grand  view  in  perspective,  the  spot  he  stands  upon 
is  unpleasant,  irksome  and  distressing. 

It  is  a vulgar  saying  that  “a  man  cuts  his  coat 
according  to  his  cloth” — and  from  the  great  quan- 
tity of  names  received,  we  incurred  many  heavy 
expenses,  which,  in  othe£  circumstances,  we  would 
not  have  done.  This  is  not  regretted,  nor  will  the 
practice  be  abandoned — but  we  crave  a return  for 
such  attentions. 

In  the  40th  number,  page  210,  the  great  defalca- 
tion in  the  payment  of  the  editor’s  dues,  was  men- 
tioned ; for  each  subscriber  contracted  to  pay  him 
$5  on  receipt  of  the  26th  number.  He  calculated 
on  a general  receipt ; for  his  patrons  are  chiefly 
among  the  most  wealthy  and  substantial  members 
of  soci-ety,  .but  is  compelled  to  say,  be  has  been  dis- 
appointed. His  time  is  wasted,  the  equanimity 
of  his  mind  destroyed,  and  the  work  depreciated, 
of  course,  (.as  it  must  be)  for  want  of  due  attention 
to  it.  To  this  ca  se — to  the  neglect  or  forgetfulness 
of  the  people,  is  to  he  aitrilwued  the  failure  of  many 
works  in  the  United  States,  with  the  highest  claims 
to  support. 

This  is  the  hist  time  the  disagreeable  subject  will 
be  mentioned  in  the  Register,  for  the  present 
year  at  least;  and  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  the 
case  would  have  permuted  the  record  now.  If  the 
work  is  not  equal  to  $5  per  annum,  let  it  be  discon- 
tinued. But  ii  it  is  worthy,  let  it  be  really  patron- 
ized and  encouraged (i  We  cannot  make  bricks 

without  straw.”  H.  NILES. 
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Spirit  of  the  Times. 

Military  notices. — Lest  it  may  be  suspected, 
at  a distance,  that  Baltimore  has  lost  her  former 
spirit,  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  volunteering  by 
regiments  or  companies  has  been  repressed  by  the 
superior  officers,  except  in  the  artillery  and  cavalry 
required  from  this  brigade,  whose  quota  was  im 
mediately  made  up  by  those  having  precedence. — 
The  5th  regiment,  it  is  stated,  would  have  furnish 
ed  the  portion  of  infantry  demanded  (being  the  old 
est)  had  it  been  permitted. 

The  declaration  ol  war  reached  New  York  on 
Saturday  morning  by  express,  and  wa.  immediately 
announced  to  the  troops  by  gen.  Bloomfield. 

A Boston  paper  states  that  the  governor  of  Mas 
sachusetts  has  received  a request  from  the  executive 
of  the  United  States,  that  he  will  immediately  order 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  the  requi- 
- sition  of  major  general  Dearborn,  such  part  oi  the 
quota  of  the  militia  of.  that  state  as  he  may  judge 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  sea  coast. 

At  Concord,  (Massachusetts)  fifty-eight  out  of 
sixty  men  compoMng  a militia  company,  volunteer 
ed  their  services.  A like  spirit  pervades  the  eastern 
states  in  general.  In  Vermont,  (the  t(greenmoun 
tain  boys” ) three  times  as  many  have  volunteered  as 
the  requisition  of  the  stale  amounts  lo.  At  New 
London  (Connecticut)  three  companies  weie  called 
©ut  to  have  their  quota  dr  afted — instead  of  wh.ch 
every  man  of  them,  three  only  excepted,  volun 
teered  to  march  at  a moment’s  notice.  In  Pennsyl 
vania  the  whole  quota  is  made  up  of  volunteers.  A 
draft  has  also  been  precluded  in  Charleston , S.  C. 
by  the  free  offerings  of  the  people.  We  have  alrea 
dy  noticed  the  spirit  of  Ohio — we  have  daily  new 
instances  of  the  zeal  of  this  youngest  sister  of  the 
confederacy,  for  the  defence  of  our  rights.  In  this 
state  they  volunteer  one  day  and  march  the  next  , 
and  in  the  course  pf  four  or  five  weeks  we  shall 
hear  from  them  in  Canada,  breaking  up  the  horrid 
nests  of  murder  and  assassination  at  Amherstburg 
and  Malden. 


Schedule  of  the  apportionment  of  100,000  militia  re 
quired  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  10 *h 
of  April,  1812,  entitled  “ An  act  to  authorise  a de- 


tackment  from  the  militia  of  the  United  States.” 

New  Hampshire 

3,500 

Massachusetts 

10,000 

Connecticut  . 

3,000 

Rhode  Island  .... 

1 ,500 

Vermont  .... 

3,000 

New  York  .... 

. 13,500 

New  Jersey  .... 

5,000 

Pennsylvania  . . . - , 

. 14,000 

Delaware 

1,000 

Maryland  .... 

- 6,000 

Virginia  ..... 

. 12,000 

North  Carolina 

7,000 

South  Carolina 

5>000 

Georgia  ..... 

3,500 

Kentucky  .... 

5,500 

Ohio  ..... 

5,000 

Tennessee  . . ... 

2,500 

100,000 

The  quota  of  New  York  has  been  ordered  into 

service. 

By  an  act  of  the  present  congress,  of  May  16, 
the  degrading  practice  of  whipping  delinquent  sol 
diers  is  abolished  : — 

“ Sec.  7th.  And  be  it  further  enacted , that  so 
much  of  the  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles 
ffir  the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  U.  States, 


as  authorise ; the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment,  by 
stnpei  or  lashes,  be,  and  the  .-ame  is  hereby  re- 
pealed.” 

We  have  as  yet  taken  very  little  notice  of  the 
proceedings  in  East  Florida,  simply  because  we 
did  not  understand  the  nature  of  the  operations  go- 
ing on  in  that  country.  After  a little,  we  intend  to 
collect  and  arrange  the  facts,  and,  if  possible,  pre- 
serve a correct  history  of  these  matters.  Two 
companies  of  volunteers  embarked  from  Savannah 
for  East  Florida,  on  the  14<th  instant,  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  S'ates. 

The  forts  in  Charleston  harbor  are  completely 
manned,  and  prepared  for  any  probable  emergency. 

The  fortifications  at  Annapolis,  which  command 
the  best  harbor,  perhaps,  in  the  Chesapeake  bay, 
are  in  a most  respectable  state.  We  understand  a 
considerable  body  of  militia  will  be  called  to  aid 
the  regular  troops  in  fully  manning  the  works. 


Volcanic  Eruption. 

“ Mercury  office,  Bridg-e-to\m,  Barbadoes,  May  6, 1812. 

(6  o’clock,  P.  M.) 

“ In  order  to  relieve  the  public  anxiety,  and  re- 
move all  doubts  as  to  the  nature  and  origin  of  the 
iate  phenomenon,  we  publish  the  following  melan- 
choly account  of  a volcanic  eruption  of  mount  Souf- 
friere , in  the  island  of  St.  Vincents,  which  happen- 
ed on  the  morning  of  Friday  last.  The  intelligence 
was  received  here  this  afternoon— 

“ Amongst  the  evils  natural  and  experimental, 
which  this  island  did  already  most  woefully  experi- 
ence ; it  is  now  to  enumerate  the  awful  visitation 
of  an  eruption  of  the  Souffrier  mountain;  which,  in 
in  its  symptoms  and  effects  surpasses  the  most  terri- 
fic picture  we  can  possibly  draw  of  it.  The  follow- 
ing, as  far  as  we  have  ascertained,  are  the  parti- 
culars. 

“ On  Monday  last,  a loud  explosion  of  the  vol- 
canic mountain  took  place,  followed  by  an  immense 
column  of  thick  sulphureous  smoke,  which  sud- 
denly burst  over  the  vicinity  of  the  crater,  and  iu 
the  course  of  a minute  discharged  vast  quantities  of 
volcanic  matter.  The  whole  surface  became  cover- 
ed with  ashes,  which  presented  an  alarming  appear- 
ance ; and  the  noise  which  proceeded  from  the 
bowels  of  the  mountain,  threw  the  whole  neighbor- 
hood into  the  utmost  consternation. — But  this  is  not 
all  : — the  amazing  scene  remains  yet  to  be  told  ! — 
The  eruption  continuing  with  increased  violence,  on 
Thui  sday  night,  and  yesterday  morning,  presented 
one  of  the  most  awful  sights  human  imagination  can 
form  an  idea  of.  The  mountain  burst  forth  in  the 
most  tremendous  blaze,  throiving  up  huge  spouts 
of  fire  and  burning  stones,  accompanied  with  the 
most  frightful  thundering  noise,  at  the  same  time 
sending  down  its  sides  torrents  of  burning  matter, 
and  scattering  in  the  air  large  pieces  of  rock,  which 
in  their  descent  made  a dreadful  ravage  among  the 
cattle,  &.c.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  this  awful 
conflagration,  when  it  is  stated,  that  showers  of  vol- 
canic particles  continued  pouring  for  several  hours 
all  over  the  island,  accompanied  at  intervals  with 
violent  shocks  of  earthquake ; and  at  times  from  the 
dreadful  aperture  of  the  mountain,  were  shot  off 
rocks  of  enormous  size,  which  in  their  fatal  fall, 
have  done  the  most  calamitous  injury; — and  such 
has  been  the  destructive  impetuosity  of  the  liquid 
fire,  that  its  baneful  effects  are  of  the  most  serious 
nature.  The  brilliancy  of  the  flames,  which  ma- 
jestically rose  from  the  mouth  of  the  crater,  had  a 
imost  sublime  and  awful  effect,  and  the  burning 
' stones  which  darted  in  the  air  resembled  the  stars 
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in  a rocket.  The  vivid  flashes  of  lightning  which 
shot  forth  with  a noise  far  exceeding  the  heaviest 
artillery,  resembled  in  colour  and  brightness  what 
is  usually  seen  in  a tempest ; and  the  curling  sheets 
of  smoke  so  obscured  the  sky , that  yesterday  morning 
until  ten  o’clock, we  wei\  nearly  involved  in  noctui 
nal  darkness.  So  dreadff.l  were  these  appearances, 
that  our  terrors  added  new  horrors  to  the  scene  : — 
the  whole  island  was  in  a state  of  trepidation,  and 
the  people  filled  with  supplication  and  dread,  preci 
pitately  retreated  from  their  homes  to  places  of  shel- 
ter. 

“ About  noon  yesterday,  the  wind  blew  from  the 
south  east,  the  sun  made  its  appearance,  and  the 
Heavens  began  to  brighten.  The  eruption,  we  find, 
has  abated  considerably  in  its  violence ; but  we  un- 
derstand that  the  leeward  and  windward  plantations 
are  covered  all  over  with  torrents  of  melted  matter. 

“ We  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  ascertain  cor 
rectly  the  extent  of  damage  done,  or  the  number  of 
lives  lost  ; but  the  principal  rivers  of  the  island 
(those  particularly  within  the  influence  of  the  vol- 
cano) are  all  dried  up.  The  negro  provision  grounds, 
for  miles  around,  are  completely  destroyed,  and 
the  pastures,  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  island,  are 
so  covered  over  with  ashes  and  vitrified  pieces  ot 
stone  that  there  is  not  left  a bit  of  ground,  in  ap 
pearance,  for  the  cattle  to  feed  upon.  Every  means 
should  instantly  be  resorted  to,  to  repress  the  ca 
lamities  likely  to  ensue  from  so  distressing  a catas 
trophe  ; and  we  trust  the  legislature  will  immediate 
ly  adopt  such  measures  as  will  ensure  the  importa 
tion  of  dry  provisions,  sufficient  for  the  call  of  the 
inhabitants. 

“ Accounts  from  the  post  at  Owia,  have  just 
reached  town,  they  report  that  that  part  of  the 
island  presents  nothing  but  objects  of  desolation. — 
The  stupendous  block  house  there  having  fallen  to 
the  ground,  and  the  range  of  the  mountain  on  the 
windward  side  split  open — from  which  issued  tor 
rents  of  lava,  consuming  in  its  course  every  tree' 
and  shrub  that  impeded  its  way  : and  the  surface  of 
the  hills  and  vallies,  in  that  quarter  covered  all  over, 
several  inches  thick  with  a sort  of  volcanic  matter, 
resembling  the  dross  that  is  thrown  from  a smith’s 
forge.  The  noise  from  the  mountain  has  been  so 
violently  felt  there  that  to  give  an  idea  of  it,  one 
may  imagine  a mixed  sound  made  up  of  the  raging  of 
a tempest — the  murmur  of  a troubled  sea — and  the 
roaring  ofthunder  and  artillery,  confused  together.” 


The  Chronicle. 

• Baltimore,  June  26. 

Our  latest  accounts  from  England  give  us  conti- 
nued details  of  the  riots  of  the  starving  populace.  To 
judge  ofthe  extent  to  which  they  carried  them  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  it  is  only  necessary  to  observe 
that  general  Maitland  was  sent  from  London  to  take 
the  command  of  10,000  men,  inthe  district  of  Man 
Chester. 

The  following  article  is  chiefly  inserted  to  shew 
the  nature  of  the  alien  laws  of  Great  Britain — 

London , May  5 

Despatches  arrived  hei"e  four  days  ago  from  Mr. 
Barlow,  the  American  minister  at  Paris,  for  Mr. 
Russell,  the  American  charge  des  affaires  here.  In 
the  vessel  that  brought  the  despatches,  Mr.  Patter- 
son, the  son  of  the  wealthy  lamily  at  Baltimore- 
and  brother  to  Jerome  Bonaparte’s  wife,  came  df 
rect  from  Paris.  He  was  landed,  at  Southampton, 
from  whi^h  place  he  wrote  to  the  Alien  Office  for  a 
passport  to  enable  him  to  come  to  London.  He 
waited  there  three  days,  and  not  receiving  it  he  set 


off  for  London  and  arrived  here  yesterday  morning, 
and  proceeded  to  the  Alien  Office  to  request  a li- 
cense to  reside  in  London,  when,  in  consequence 
of  his  having  travelled  from  Southampton  to  Lon- 
don without  a passport,  he  was  detained  and  given 
into  the  custody  of  Laveuder,  sen.  the  officer  be- 
longing to  the  Police  Office,  in  Queensquare. — Mr- 
Patterson  requested  to  be  taken  to  Mr.  Russell, 
the  American  charge  des  affaires,  which  the  officer 
consented  to,  and  took  him  to  his  home  in  Bente- 
niek-street,  with  whom  he  had  a long  interview. — 
Mr.  Patterson  remained  in  the  custody  of  the  officer 
last  night.  It  is  expected  that  he  will  be  examined 
before  thesecretaiy  of  state  this  day. 

May  S. 

At  the  intercession  of  the  American  charge  des 
affaires  and  consul,  Mr.  Patterson  has  been  releas- 
ed from  the  custody  of  Lavender,  the  police  officer, 
and  delivered  over  to  Mr.  Glennie,  an  acquaint- 
ance of  Mr.  Patterson’s  family.  Mr.  Glennie,  how- 
ever, has  been  sworn  in  as  a special  constable,  and 
Mr.  Patterson  continues  nominally  in  his  custody. 

An  English  former  was  lately  fined  £ 70  sterling 
for  making  candles  for  the  use  of  his  own  family  * 
“ Britons  never  can  be  slaves  !” 

The  emperor  of  Russia  has  issued  an  Ukase  for  a 
new  levy  ot  100,000  men . War  between  him  and 
the  emperor  of  France  is  still  in  dubio.  Jerome  Bo- 
naparte, however,  has  arrived  at  Warsaw,  in  Po- 
land, and  large  bodies  of  French  troops  still  appear 
to  be  moving  towards  Russia.  The  Swedish  ves- 
sels of  war  are  capturing  the  French  privateers  that 
hover  on  the  coasts  of  that  kingdom. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  as  Mr.  Perceval,  the  Bri- 
tish prime  minister  was  entering  the  house  of  com- 
mons, he  was  shot  through  the  heart,  and  imme- 
diately expired,  only  saying  faintly  “ I am  murder- 
ed.” The  assassin  is  a certain  John  Bellingham, 
formerly  a ship  broker  at  Liverpool,  who  appears 
to  have  been  employed  by  the  government,  and  re- 
fused a compensation  for  his  labors.  It  is  intimated 
he  performed  some  secret  business  in  Russia.  He 
delivered  himself  up,  acknowledged  the  deed,  *id 
rather  rejoiced  than  mourned  for  it.  The  publishers 
of  the  London  Morning  Chronicle  are  very  anxious 
to  cause  the  public  to  believe  that  Bellingham  was 
not  actuated  by  a political  bias  ; and  endeavor  to 
make  him  out  as  insane;  though  his  regular  con- 
duct and  steady  deliberation  after  firing  the  pistol, 
shews  there  is  no  ground  for  such  a belief.  Of  this 
remai  kable  circumstance,  when  leisure  serves,  we 
propose  to  record  a full  detail,  from  one  of  the 
London  papers.  Perceval  left  a wife  and  twelve 
children,  and  is  said  to  have  been  poor.  The  day 
after  his  death  the  prince  regent  recommended  a. 
provision  for  his  family  to  par  liament,  and  at  the 
next  sitting  <£50,000  for  his  children  and  £2000  a 
year  to  his  wife,  were  unanimously  voted.  Belling- 
ham, in  confinement,  seems  perfectly  resigned  to 
his  fate,  and  is  serenely  preparing  a defence  of  what 
he  has  done. 

At  the  date  of  our  latest  accounts  from  France, 
the  emperor  had  not  left  Paris.  His  giant  prepara- 
tions for  the  invasion  of  Russia,  are  still  spoken  of— 
it  is  said  600,000  troops  have  marched  for  this  pur- 
pose. But  still  there  is  a prospect  of  peace  between 
these  two  powers,  as  2 'allcyraud  has  set  out  for  St. 
Petersburg. 

From  Spain  and  Portugal  we  have  nothing  of  im- 
portance. It  appears  that  the  French  are  marching 
their  best  troops  out  of  these  countries  ; and  that 
in  the  partial  actions  that  have  lately  taken  place, 
the  advantage  has  generally  been  on  thesideof  Bii- 
tain  and  her  allies. 
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By  the  latest  accounts  (says  the  Charleston 
City  Gazette;  we  have  received,  it  appears  that 
general  Hull,  an  active  and  expeiienced  officer, 
has  embodied  an  army  of  4 to  50.0  effective 
men,  completely  armed  and  disciplined,  who  wait 
only  for  orders  to  march  and  take  possession  of 
Upper  Canada  We  presume  this  will  be  the  first 
territorial  blow  that  will  be  struck  against  Great 
Britain,  and  from  its  deficiency  in  point  ot  military 
Strength,  it  will  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  activity  and 
vigilance  of  the  United  States  troops.  Fr  om  the 
contiguity  of  situation  between  Upper  Canada  and 
the  country  inhabited  by  various  tribes  of  savages, 
from  the  disposition  evidenced  by  the  British  in 
furnishing  arms  and  ammunition  to  these  re- 
morseless wretches,  and  from  the  co-operation 
which  has  lately  been  afforded  them  in  their  late  in- 
human murders,  it  becomes  an  object  of  imperious 
necessity  that  the  United  States  should  take  imme- 
diate measures  to  possess  themselves  of  this  portion 
of  the  British  colonies  in  North  America. 

A short  topographical  description  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada will  not  be  considered  useless  at  the  present 
crisis,  Canada  was  divided  into  Upper  and  Lower 
provinces  by  an  act  of  Parliament  in  the  11th  year 
of  George  III.  Upper  Canada  is  bounded  to  the 
eastward  by  the  United  States,  in  a line  from  the 
45th  degree  of  north  latitude  along  the  middle  of 
the  river  Iroquois  into  lake  Ontario,  and  so  in  vari 
ous  lines  to  Lakes  Erie,  Superior,  Huron,  Long 
Lake,  Lake  of  the  Woods,  from  the  north  western 
point  of  which  it  takes  a westward  direction  to  the 
river  Mississippi.  To  the  westward  and  northward 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  its  boundaries  have  been 
vaguely  defined.  To  the  northward  it  is  bounded 
by  Hudson’s  Bay,  in  the  49th  parallel  of  north  la- 
titude, extending  due  west  indefinitely.  Upper  Can 
ada  is  considered  the  most  temperate  climate  as 
well  as  the  mostfertilesoil,  belonging  to  the  British 
in  that  quarter.  The  rapid  improvements  in  agri- 
culture, and  the  advancement  of  manufactures,  are 
justly  attributed  to  the  activivity  and  enterprize  of 
the  American  farmers  ; who,  from  grants  of  crown 
lands,  have  been  induced  to  settle  in  great  numbers 
in  that  province.  Indeed  Upper  Canady  would  be 
considered  as  a territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States  from  the  immense  difference  which  exists 
between  the  industry  of  its  inhabitants  and  those  of 
Lower  Canada — from  their  manners,  habits,  and 
appearance-— -and  from  the  value  of  their  farms  and 
the  luxurious  appearance  of  their  crops.  Several 
Scotch  settlements  are  found  there  whose  farms  are 
in  a high  state  of  cultivation.  Upper  Canada  is  di- 
vided into  nineteen  counties.  York,  Ihe  seat  of  go- 
vernment, is  in  about  43  degrees  and  35  minutes  of 
north  latitude.  It  is  handsomely  laid  out,  and  has 
an  excellent  harbor,  which  discharges  its  waters 
from  the  Don  and  Humber  into  Lake  Ontario  with- 
in two  miles  of  the  city.  York  is  furnished  with 
commodious  block-houses,  arsenals,  &c.  which 
are  principally  built  on  a peninsula  called  Gibraltar 
Point.  Vessels  of  all  sizes  may  be  built  here.  Se- 
veral British  vessels  of  war  have  already  been  fin 
ished  at  this  point,  which  now  navigate  Ontario. 

Kingston,  at  the  head  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  may 
be  considered  as  the  next  important  town  in  Upper 
Canada.  It  is  situated  in  44  degrees  and  8 minutes 
of  north  latitude,  and  in  75  degrees,  41  minutes 
of  west  longitude.  It  has  barracks  for  troops, 
with  several  store  and  block  houses.  The  king’.- 
ships  winter  at  this  place,  and  likewise  all  the  bat- 
teaux  which  navigate  the  St.  Lawrence  and  con 


vey  military  stores  from  Montreal.  In  1804  the 
British  had  but  three  or  four  vessels  of  war,  carrying 
from  10  to  20  guns  ; the  number  we  believe  is  in- 
creased to  ten,  the  command  of  which  is  given  to  a 
commodore.  The  military  force-and  power  of  Up- 
per Canada  are  objects  of  the  least  attention.  Pos- 
sessing no  important  point  or  key  to  the  province, 
the  forts  and  other  armaments  are  scattered  in  va- 
rious directions,  and  none  of  them  possess  sufficient 
strength  and  importance  to  hold  out  against  a su- 
perior and  active  force.  Foit  Malden  is  the  first 
point  of  any  importance  to  which  the  activity  and 
courage  of  the  Americans  will  be  directed.  Foit 
George  anti  the  Foit  at  Niagara  are  in  a like  man- 
ner weak  and  inefficient.  To  subdue  Upper  Canada 
with  little  loss,  will  demand  an  effectual  force, 
whose  operations  being  directed  to  many  points, 
will  have  to  be  prompt  and  decisive  to  ensure  suc- 
cess. All  enterprizes  wherein  the  subjugation  of  a 
country  is  contemplated,  should  be  carried  on  with 
little  or  no  delay,  when  once  undertaken.  Military 
operations  When  prosecuted  with  vigor,  spirit  and 
determination,  if  correctly  planned,  will  generally 
prove  successful  ; and  from  the  situation  of  Upper 
Canada,  no  doubt  exists  of  its  falling  immediately 
into  our  hands,  if  the  force  is  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude, and  conducted  by  experienced  officers.  It  is 
essentially  necessary  that  Upper  Canada  should  be 
the  first  object  of  attack,  in  order  to  exterminate , 
at  one  bold,  determined,  and  decisive  blow,  the 
horde  of  remorseless  savages  and  their  inhuman 
abettors,  whose  massacres  and  barbarous  murders 
have  lacerated  the  feeling  heart,  and  aroused  the 
vengeance  of  an  injured  country. 


^“Expecting  some  interesting  articles  by  yester- 
day’s mails,  we  kept  this  page  open  to  receive  them, 
till  a late  hour.  There  is  a strong  probability  that 
Com.  Rodgers  has  taken  the  British  frigate  Bel- 
videre,  and  we  wished  to  give  the  details  ! It  is  con- 
fidently said  he  was  in  chase  of  her  on  Sunday 
evening  last — John  Bull  giving  * leg-bail’  to  Jona- 
than. Thrir  force  is  pretty  nearly  equal.  Rodgers 
has  sent  one  prize,  a British  ship,  into  New- York.' 

Congress. — The  secret  proceedings  of  the  house 
of  representatives  are  highly  interesting. as  shewing 
us  the  ‘ wavs  and  means’  by  which  a minority  may 
procrastinate  dispatch.  In  the  senate  a great  deal 
more  ingenuity  was  exhibited.  The  journal  at  length 
shall  be  inserted  in  our  next.  The  bill  to  remove 
the  non  importation  law  has  been  indefinitely  post- 
poned (or  rejected)  in  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKim, 
in  the  house  of  representative#. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday , Jane 25. — Mr.  Richardson  offered  are* 
solution  instr  ucting  a select  committee  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  act  concerning  commercial 
intercourse. 

Mr.  Fisk,  by  way  of  suspension,  moved  a re  con- 
sideration of  the  vote  of  yesterday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves  the  subject  was  laid 
aside  in  order  to  tak$  up  the  amendments  of  the  se- 
nate to  the  bill  for  granting  letters  of  marque,  &c. 
The  amendments  limit  the  salvage  to  one-sixth, 
which  is  not  to  be  exceeded.  After  explaining  the 
urgency  of  the  bill,  the  question  w as  taken  on  the 
senate’s  amendments,  which  were  all  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Richardson’s  resolution  was  again  taken  up  ; 
and  after  debate,  lost  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
speaker,  who  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  vote, 
he  had  given. 
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litre  ohm  meminbse  juvabit. — Virgil. 


Printed  anti  published  by  Niles,  South-sc.  nextdoorto  the  Merchants’  Codec- House,  at  $5-  per  anti. 


The  British  Mot. 

“ They  shun  the  light  because  their  deeds  arc  evil." 

Many  things,  when  first  reported,  have  a shape  so 
. monstrous  that  the  imnd  cannot  easily  bring  it 
, self  to  confide  in  their  reality,  however  probable 
they  may  appear.  It  was  thus  with  a large  por 
tion  ofthe  people  on  first  receiving  the  message 
of  the  President  ofthe  United  States,  communi- 
cating an  account  ol  the  interference  oi  the  Bri 
tw/i  government,  in  time  of  peace,  to  promote  a 
civil  war  in  our  country  ; and.  notwithstanding 
the  great  faith  we  had  in  the  prudence,  circum- 
spection and  good  judgment  of  the,  Pi  ^oident  and 
his  advisers,  there  was  a “ certain  indescribable 
something”' in  our  mind  that  forbid  that  full  ere 
deuce  to  the  facts  as  stated  by  Henry,  that  sobei 
reflection  and  the  train  ol  events  have  firmly^eslab 
fished — the  deed  was  so  horrible,  and  of  such  a 
truly  diabolical  character,  tha  , iho.iigh  dux  good 
opinion  ofthe  LJiitish  ministry  easily  led  us  to-  be 
lieve  they  might,  and  did,  wi-h  it,  we  could  not 
apprehend  they  were  so  truly  debased-as  to  place, 
their  semliLuice  bj  honesty,,  with  their  character  as 
gentlemen- and  Christians,  in  the  keeping  of  a hire- 
ling incendiary.  But  now  we  have  no  more  doubt 
that  Henry  was  employed  by  the  •Britiih  govern 
ment  for. the  villainous  purpose  of  fomenting  pui 
party  distinctions  into  overt  acts  of  treasop,  wfiii, 
rebellion  a*d  murder,  than  we  have  that  money, 
is  paid  at  Malden,  in  Upper  Canada,  ior  Ame- 
rican sculps ! When  j;his  last  most  accursed  fact 
shall  be  proved,  and  proved  it  will  be^thelord  Li 
verpnOls"t(  at  home”  will  easily  find  -some  “ scape- 
goat” to  lav  Lheir  sin  upon  ; but  r efuse  to  b:  ing 
forward  the  documents — the  papers  ihatwill  not 
lie. — -Thais,-  have  they  done  in';  the -matter  before 
us — they  acknowledge,  At.  least  so  far  we  could, 
expect  them  to  acknowledge;, that  Henry  was  em- 
ployed for  the.  hellish  pu'nposer.of.  arming  the  l'.y 
tlier  against  the  son  and. -the  son  Against  tl<$  fa 
ther/in  the  United  Slates';but  by  prostituted  vqtes, 
votes  that  ty’e  bought  and  sold  (notor-iouslv)  like 
hogs* at  a fairr.stifieenquiry  and  screen  their  own, 
infamous  deeds. 

We  recommend  that  eyery  American  should  atten 
tively  peruse  the  following  debate — then  let  him 
preach  of  British  justice,  if  he  can. 

BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  TUESDAY,  MAY  5,  1812. 
Charge  mode  by  the  Arherican  government. — The 
order  of  the  Hay  upon  ,which  their  lordships  were 
summoned,  being  read, 

Lord  Holland , rose  to  bring  forward  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice.  He  said  the  propo 
sitiou  he  was  about  to  submit  to  their  lordships  had 
no  reference  whatever  to  the  line  of  policy  proper  to 
be  pursued  with  respect  to  the  United  States  of  A 
m erica.  It  went  to  call  for  information  on  a topic 
of  great  importance,  because  it  affected  the  honor 
ofthe  country.  He  felt  at  a loss  to  know  upon 


whatobjections  an  opposition  to  such  a tnouoh  could 
be  founded.  It  Went  to  the  cr  imination  of  no  man, 
or  any  set  of  men  ; but  from  what  had  met  the  pub- 
lic eve,  he  conceived  it  now  indisp«.  nsib+y  necessa- : 
ry  that  the  government  of  this  country- should  be 
vindicated  from  what  he  trusted  was  auuntounded 
charge  made  against  it.  it  was  in  tact  no  less,  than 
while  two  friendly  powers  were  engaged  in  negoti- 
ation j^pon  certain  points  of  national  impoitunce,  a 
member  of  tlie  British  government  employed  a se- 
cret -‘gent,  capt.  Henry',  in  the  tCrriloiies'  of  the 
United  States,  not  for  the  purpose  6f  procuring  in- 
telligence, ior  lliat  he  granted  was  a legitimate  ob- 
ject, but  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  sofne  of  the  ■ 
provinces  or  states. of  the  fin  ion-,  tc>  throw  off  their 
allegiance  to  their  legal  government,  and  To  -sepa-' 
rate  themselves  from  the  rest.  It  w as  wo:  thy  of 
Consideration  that  this  charge  originally  came  from 
an  individual  Who  avowedly  beuayed  the  secrets  of 
(Vis  own  employers.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
moving  an  address  to  the  prince  regent,  fin  thp  pro- 
duction of  copies  of  all  the'  communications!  made 
by  sir  James  Craig  to  his  majesty’s  Secretary  ofstate 
relative  io  the  employment  of  captain  H'ei-Vry  in  a- 
mission  to  the  United  States' of  America  ; ,afso  of 
the  correspondence  that  took  place  between  hisma- 
je  ty ’s  secretary  of  state  and  slr'Gibfge  Pc'cvost  on 
the  subject  of  compensation  claimed  by  capt.  Hen- 
ry for  fiip  services  ■ and  also,  copies  of  all  in. trac- 
tion,:?'sent  to  sir  James  Craig  from  Bis  majesty's  se- 
cretary of  stale',,  relative  to’  the  employment  of  capt. 
►Henry  iri  the  United  States  of  America. 

On  the  question  being  put. 

The  ear  1 of  Liverpool  immediately  rose  ahd  saidj 
he  agreed  w;ith  the  noble  baron  that  the  present  was 
a' question  w-hicli  had  no  reference  with  the  line  of 
poucy  proper  to  be  pursued  wi.  h respect  to  Ameri- 
CA’  ’/f  upon  general  principles,  .which,  ac- 

cording to  circumstances,  were  applicable  in  the 
case  of ’any  independent  state  whatever.  It  was 
therefore  from  a strong  sense  of  public  duty  that  he 
dissented  from  the  present  motion.  He  would  state 
the  circumstances  of  tiie  transaction,  as  far  as  they 
had  came  under  his  view.  In  the  first  place  he  had'’ 
to  state,  that  the  employment  of  the  person  in  ques- 
tion |Mr.  H.)  as  an  agent  by  the  respectable  officer 
who  governed  in  Canada,  was  never  authorised  at 
the  time,  nor  was  it  even  known  to  his  majesty's 
government,  that  such  a person  had  been  employed 
until  many  months  after  the  transaction.  It  was 
proper  their  lordships  should  consider  the  situation 
in  which  Canada  was  then  placed,  with  respect  to 
che  government  of  the  United  States.  A very  great 
heat  and  clamor  prevailed  in  America  at  the  time, 
and  the  country  assumed  a very  warlike  and  mena- 
cing attitude.  Not  only  defensive  measures  Were 
then  set  on  foot,  but  on  the  25th  of  November,  the 
governor  of  Boston  had  received  orders  to  hold 
10.000  men,  thenunderhis  command,  in  readiness 
to  march  at  a moment’s  notice.  This  ciscumstance 
was  publicly  notorious,  and  stated  in  the  public  pa- 
pers. This  was  in  the  province,*  nearest  to  British 


Dogs — rather  an  inelegant  expression— but,  as 
Shalcspearr  says,  “ suit  (he  word  to  the  action.” 

VOL.  II 


Province ” — his  lordship  cannot  forget  the  oil 
designation  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  E».  Reg, 

tr 
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North  America, and  if  that  force  could  be  applied  at 
all  it  was  to  the  invasion  of  our  dominions.  This  was 
general  Craig’s  conviction  at  the  time,  as  he  even 
prevented  the  expedition  then  read,}7  for  sailingfrom 
Halifax  against  Martinique ; but  retained  them  be 
cause  it  put  all  our  Northern  possessions  in  great  ha- 
zard. But  that  was  not  all ; on  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber, congress  voted  50,000  volunteers,  on  the  requi- 
sition, of  the  executive  ; of  this  Mr.  Erskme  our 
then  minister,  very  properly  demanded  an  explana- 
tion. What  possible  eventual  object  could  such  a 
force  be  for,  but  to  attack  the  British  American 
possessions?  The  answer  of  Mr.  Mad  son  to  Mr. 
Erskine  was,  that  the  conduct  of  the  belligerents 
was  such  towards  them  (the  Americans)  as  to  autho- 
rise the  commencement  of  hostilities  without  any 
further  notice.  (Hear  ! (tear  ! ) Mr.  Erskine  then 
very  properly  sent  off  an  express  to  sir  James  Craig, 
informing  him  of  the  circumstance  ; and  it  was 
known  that  Canada  or  Halifax  was  the  points  first 
to  be  attacked.  These  circumstances  served  at  least 
to  throw  a colour  upon  the  relations  in  which  the 
two  governments  stood  at  the  time  (Hear,  hear,) 
Bi|t  other  circumstances  might  be  mentioned,  hos- 
tilities were  actually  committed  at  that  time  ; some 
British  boats  were  seized  on  the  lakes,  though  no 
reprisals  were  attempted.  (Hear.  ) The  four  eastern 
states  of  America,  took  the  most  active  measures  in 
these  .hostilities,  and  their  lordships  must  feel  how 
d.esiraole  and  .necessary  it  was  at  the  time  for  the1 
governor  of  Canada  to  know  the  sentiments  Of'the 
different  spates,  and  an  opinion  generally  prevailed 
that  in  the  event  of  a war  some  degree  of  separation 
would  take  place.  He  believed  that  no  man  can  . 
say  the  conduct  of  gen.  Craig,  on  such  an  emergen  ’ 
cv,  was  improper. 

Whatever  may  be  said  as  to  the  question  off  policy, 
there  could  be  Tittle  as  to  the  point  of  morality, 
when  the  state  of  preparations,  and  the  menacing 
attitude  of  the  American  government  was  consider 
ed  ; when  they  declared  hostilities  ,m&y  be  com 
menccd  without  further  notice.  ( Hear,  hear!  Jr  But 
having  received  communications  from  Mr.' Henry, 
and  thinking  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  gen- 
eral sentiments  of  the  eastern  states,  he  sent  Him 
there  in  T809.  A great  deal  which  appeared  in  the 
papers,  however,  was  false,  and  uh/bnnded,  but  as 
far  as  authentic  instructions  wen  t^  he  must  contend 
the  directions  were  not  for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
•discontents,  but  wholly  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information  which  in  the  event  of  hostilities  mi  ght) 
enable  sir  James  Craig  to  avail  himself  of  the  pre 
valent  temper  and  dispositions  in  the  states.  There 
was  no  presumption  warranted  in  any  thing  or  mea 
sure  adopted  by  sir  James  Craig,  that  such  unfair 
or  improper  subjects  were  in  his  view.  So  far  from 
it,  that  when  he  heard  the  points  in  discussion  were 
adjusted  between  Mr,  Madison  and  Mr.  Erskine, 
he  sent  orders  to  Mr.  Henry  to  withdraw  from  the 
United  States — (hear,  hear! ) and  that  proved  that 
all  his  instructions  wer  e given  in  the  contemplation 
of  hostilities.  With  respect  to  what  was  said  of 
the  applications  which  were  made  by  Mr.  Henry 
for  a remuneration,  he  had  to  observe,  that  when 
such  applications  were  made,  it  was  naturally  an 
object  with  him  to  enquire  into  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  individual  so  applying:  and  on  the 
security  of  the  recommendation  from  sir  James 
(Craig,  and  it  appears  that  he  had  been  employ  ed  in 
procuring  certain  information  and  that  someremu 
Deration  had  been  promised  him  for  his  services,  he 
had  no  hesitation  ins  tying  that  as  he  thought  ho 
had  been  so  employed,  and  nothing  appearing  a- 
g&inst  the  character  of  the  individual  at  the  time, 


he  held  it  his  duty,  as  he  should  in  all  cases  of  the 
kind,  to  have  acted  as  was  mentioned  in  the  cor- 
respondence of  gener  al  Prevost. 

Earl  Gray  said,  it  had  been  said  by  the  noble  lor  d, 
that  movements  had  been  made  by  the  American 
commander  in-chiet  at  Boston,  which  could  have 
no  other  object  but  the  attack  of  Canada.  It  has 
also  been  said,  that  the  proposed  detaching  of  so 
large  a portion  of  the  American  military  could  have 
no  othei  object.  He  would  grant  all  this  ; and  he 
would  still  say,  those  motions  indicative  of  an  attack, 
gave  sir  J.  Craig  no  other  right  but  to  take  the  re- 
gular military  measures  for  defence.  It  gave  him  a 
right  to  assemble  troops*  to  repair  fortifications,  to 
establish  depots,  and  collect  ptovisions,  and  what 
was  neceeary  for  a campaign  ; but  it  did  not  give 
him  a right  to  endeavor  to  seduce  American  sub- 
jects from  their  allegiance  to  their  own  country. — 
This  was  a step  which  no  preparations  for  war  on 
the  part  of  America  could  justify.  While  the  two 
governments  were  employed  in  an  amicable  nego- 
ciation  for  peace,  it  appeared  that  captain  Henry 
was  employed  in  endeavoring  to  detach  American 
subjects  fr  om  their  allegiance.  He  saw  no  way  by 
which  satisfaction  could  be  given  to  the  Americans 
on  this  point,  or  the  honor  of  this  country  be  clear- 
ed, except  by  an  absolute  denial  on  the  part  of  min- 
isters or  a condemnation  of  the  measures  by  parlia- 
ment: - 

Lord  Sidmouth  never  recollected  any  case  since 
ji’e'had  been  in  parliament,  which  had  been  made 
the  subject  of  so  much  exaggeration.  He  thought 
there  was  no  ground  for  throwing  up  any  imputa- 
: tiOri  upon  government,  even  although  sir  J.  Craig, 
’in  his  zeal  for  the  defence  of  the  colony  entrusted 
to  him,  might  have  a little  exceeded  those  bounds 
which  were  to  be  strictly  justified  by  the  laws  of 
Inations.  As  government  knew  nothing  of  those 
measures  at  the  time  no  blame  attached  to  (hem  ; 
and  it  must  be  recollected,  that  sir  J.  Craig  had 
only  acted  so  in  the  contemplation  of  an  immediate 
attack,  but  that  he  recalled  Mr.  Henry  the  mo- 
ment he  heard  of  the  amicable  termination  of  the 
negociation. 

The  marquis  of  Landsdowne  said,  that  as  the 
noble  viscount  complained  of  this  case  having  been 
so  much  exaggerated,  he  ought  rather  to  have  vo  ed 
for  the  production  of  the  papers,  in  order  to  show 
the  case  in  its  true  light. 

Loi'd  Mulgrave  thought  this  question  did  not  at 
all  affect  the  character  of  government,  as  ministers 
had  no  connexion  with  the  transaction  of  which 
they  were  entirely  ignorant;  but  it  was  a question 
purely  respecting  the  late  sirjhtmes  Craig  and  the 
manner  he  had  conducted  himself  in  his  govern- 
ment, It  had  been  his  good  fortune,  in  his  milita- 
ry life,  to  be  acquainted  with  that  g-allant  officer  ; 
he  knew  his  honorable  and  elevated  mind,  and  was 
convinced  that  his  only  object  was  to  defend  the 
colony  entrusted  to  him  ; and  if  he  had  taken  any 
step  that  was  not  strictly  justifiable  by  the  law  of 
nations,  it  was  from  error  only  and  not  from  any 
intention  to  violate  it.  He  conceived  this  was  a 
question  pf  sir  J^.  Craig,  and  not  at  all  a question 
of  the  .government.  The  motives  which  induced 
sir  J.  Craig  to  employ  this  agent  were  only  known 
to  himself ; and  as  he  is  now  no  more,  it  wdtild  not 
be  possible  for  any  papers  that  could  be  laid  before 
the  house  to  explain  what  was  the  only  thing  to  be 
explained,  the  motives  which  influenced  sir  James 
Craig  to  employ  this  agent. 

: Lord  Holland  rose  in  reply.  It  was  said  what 

this  Henry  was  employed  about  was  merely  to  ob- 
, tain  information.  For  the  honor  of  the  British 
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he  would  trust  it  was  so  ; but  at  the  same  tional  topics  is  lost  to  prince  and  people— and,  final- 


time  presumptions  were  strongly  the  other  way  ; 
and  all  he  wanted  was  a clear  official  declaration 
from  the  throne,  such  as  would  repel  the  charge, 
to  the  satisfaction  not  only  of  this  country,  but  of 
other  nations.  He  concurred  in  the  opinion  that 
it  would  have  been  more  prudent  orf’  the  part  of  the 
American  government  if  they  had  first  asked  for 
an  explanation,  before  they  published  the  docu- 
ments which  came  into  their  possession  ; but  what- 
ever might  be  said  of  this,  it  was  the  first  duty  of 
government  to  refute  the  charge  that  had  been 
brought  against  them.  Let  us  have  the  proof  of 
what  was  forgery,  and  what  was  the  truth  ; and 
let  the  whole  matter  be  explained  in  the  face  of  the 
[country  and  of  Europe. 

Non  contents  ....  73 

Contents  .....  27 


Majorty, 

The  motion  was  therefore  lost. 


46 
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ly,  the  same  system  of  coercive  restiictions  on  the 
freedom  of  commerce,  by  which  many  of  our  mer; 
chants  and  manufacturers  have  been  involved  in 
ruin,  and  flourishing  districts  reduced  to  beggary. 

As  fa  thful  and  loyal  subjects,  and  as  the  re  ore* 
sehtatives  of  the  first  city  <n  your  empire,  we  feel 
the  deepest  affliction  in  being  thus  compelled  to  rei- 
terate this  enumeration  of  mal-pracfices  and  mis- 
taken principles  of  your  ministers;  we  should, 
however,  compromise  that  senseof  public  duty,  and 
that  character  of  frankness,  which  appertains  to  us 
as  freemen  ana  Britons,  were  we  to  disguise  the 
truth,  and  forbear  to  express  our  conviction,  that 
your  confidential  advisers  have  plunged  this  great 
and  once  flourishing  empire  into  an  abyss,  from 
which  we  can  be  rescued  onlv  by  radical  reforms, 
and  a total  change  in  our  domestic  government  and 
foreign  relations. 

in  a crisis,  therefore,  which  involves  the  destiny 
of  the  greatest  empire  of  these  or  past  times— of  an 
empire  which  is  bles  ed  by  Providence  with  une- 
qualled natural  advantages,  and  which  possesses  a 
people  that  in  all  ages  have  bravely  secured  their 
prosperity  on  the  broad  basis  of  public  liberty — we 
feel  that  we  should  justly  merit  the  reproaches  of 
our  country  and  posterity,  if,  at  such  a Crisis,  we 
were  to  refrain  from  laying  before  your  royal  high- 
ness a faithful  representation  of  the  public  grievan- 
ces; and  expressing  our  painful  apprehensions 
for  the  welfare  and  the  very  existence  of  the 
nation. 

We  therefore  pray — 

That  your  royal  highness  will  be  graciously  pleas- 
ed to  dismiss  from  your  councils  those  ministers 
who  have  proved  themselves  so  undeserving  of  the 
confidence  of  your  people,  and  call  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  government  meri  of  public  character 
and  patriotic  principles,  whose  enlarged  and  liberal 
policy  is  suited  to  the  enlightened  character  of  Lfie 
nation — whose  wisdom  and  energy  would  prove 
equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times— whose  inclina- 
tion would  lead  them  to  secure  the  affections  ol  the 
pfcople,  and  whose  public  spirit  wo»ld  stimulate 
them  to  effect  those  reforms  in  the  commons  house 
of  parliament,  and  in  the  various  branches  of  the 
stale,  vvhich,  at  this  perilous  crisis,  aie  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  restoration  of  national  prosperity, 
and  not  less  essential  to  the  honor  and  true  interest- 
of  the  crown,  than  to  the  security  and  true  glo^ 
of  the  empire. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  court, 

HENRY  WOODTHORPE. 

To  winch  address  and  petition  liis  royal  highness  was  pleased  to 
return  the  following  answer  : 

“ It  must  always  be  my  inclination  to  listen  with  attention  to 
the  petitions  of  any  pavt  ol  his  majesty’s  subjects.  For  the  retires* 
of  any  grievances  of  which  they  can  reasonably  complain,  I have 
full  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  the  great  council  of 
the  nation  Being  firmly  of  opinion,  that  the  total  change  in  the 
domestic  government  and  foreign  policy  of  the  country  which  it  is 
the  declared  object  of  your  petition  to  accomplish,  would  only 
serve  to  increase  the  dangers  against  which  we  have  to  contends 
I should  be  wanting  to  myself  and  to  the  great  interests  committed 
to  my  charge,  if  I did  not  steadily  persevere  in  those  endeavors 
which  appear  to  me  best  calculated  to  support  the  just  rights  of 
the  nation  abroad,  and  to  preserve  inviolate  the  constitution  at 
home.  These  endeavors  can  only  be  attended  with  success  when 
seconded  by  the  z^al  and  loyalty  of  his  majesty’s  people,  uponwiuei* 
I shali  continue  to  place  the  strongest  reliance.” 


From  a late  London  paper. 

Yesterday  the  right  honorable  the  lord  mayor 
the  aldermen,  sheriffs,  and  common  council  of  the 
city  of  London;  waited  on  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent,  at  Carlton  house,  with  the  following 
address  and  petition,  which  was  read  by  John  Syl 
v ester.  Esq.  Recorder!  { 

To  his  royal  highness,  the  prince  of  Wales,  regent 
of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land. 

.The  humble  and  dutiful  address  and  petition  of  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common  council  assembled  : 

May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness, 

We,  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  ol 
the  city  of  London,  in  common  council  assembled, 
humbly  approach  your  royal  highness;  dutifully  to 
represent  our  deep  sense  of  the  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers impending  over  the  country,  arid  anxiously  to 
invite  your  bemficent  attention  to  the  complaints 
arid  grievances  of  your  afflicted  blit  faithful  sub 

Jects 

Fourteen  months  have  elapsed  since  your  royal 
highness  acceded  to  the  regency  of  these  kingdoms, 
at  which  time  we  felt  it  our  duty  to  submit  to  you 
a statement  of  abuses  which  had  taken  root  in  the 
. various  departments  of  the  government;  the  speedy 
correction  arid  removal  of  which  we  deemed  esseri 
fial  to  the  prosperity  and  safety  of  the  empire  ; and 
we  now  again  present  ourselves  before  your  royal 
highness  to  exprfesS  our  unfeigned  sorrow,  that  du- 
ring this  interval  no  efficient  measures  have  been 
adopted  by  your  ministers  calculated  to  satisfy  the 
wishes  and  wants  of  your  people,  but  that,  on  the 
contrary;  the  same  mal  practices,  and  the  same  false 
principles  of  government;  have  been  tenaciously 
pursued  and  enforced,  thereby  adding  contumely  to 
injury,  and  extinguishing  the  spring  of  public  ener 
gy  in  a free  nation. 

We  have  continued  to  witness  the  same  system  of 
profligacy  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money 
the  same  system  of  governing  by  undue  influence 

an8  corruption — the  same  system  of  delusion  in  re-  . -.j  ■, 

gard  to  the  circulating  medium  and  finances  of  the  Meeting  fit  IN  CW-  Y OTR. 

1 country — the  same  system  of  arbitrary  and  griev  A general  meeting  of  the  citizens,  agreeably  to: 
ous  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes,  by  which  public  notice,  was  held  on  Wednesday,  Jnne  24, 
industry  is  thwarted,  and  violated — the  same  sys  j]8J2,  at  12  o’clock,  in  the  Park.- 
tem  of  introducing  into  the  heart  of  the  country  fo-l  Colonel  Henry  Rutgers,  was  unanimously 
reign  troops — the  same  system  of  persecuting  the  1 called  to  the  chair,  and  Col.  M'arinfs 
press,  by  which,  the  valuer  of 'free  discussion  on  nn.  'appointed  secretary. 
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The  law  of  congress  declaring  war  against  the i Resolved,  that  we  have  viewed  with  pleasure  and 
united  kingdom  ot  Gr.euE  l$i  ild»n 'and  It  clan  J,  anu  j approbation,  The  unceasing Xloits  ol  ourgovern- 

proclmna  nient  to ‘preset  ve  to  our  country  the  blessings  of 
lion  being  lead,  the  following  preamble  and  rcsolu-  peace — that  we  duly  appreciate  their  able  negocia- 
j}j{ t-d  : tion&,and  admire  their  un vVeuried  patience  to  pro* 

In  one  of  those  awful 
with  w hicli  it  has 

kingdoms  should  at  Limes  be  visited— vve  consider  j^‘ izen  in  ‘l,,jLb:e  ^tyiciive  measures  to  which  they 
om selves  convoked  tp  express 
and  animaled  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  our  go 
vernment. 

IVace  has  eyer  been  considered  one  of  the  great  , 
est  blessings  that  an  all-houmiful  Crea'or  has  vouch  Ci  is's  hail  arrived  when  it  could  no  longer  he  with 
saied  to  man  ut-on  earth,  while  war  has  ever  been  iu,nor  retained, that  we,  therefore,  hold  our  govern- 
desnznated  as  the  c-noge  of  nations— but  !he  s-me  frfrnt  justified  in  its  appeal  to  arms  against  Gieat 
.all  wi^.  Providence  has  likewise  permitted  that,  in  Br’  ain»  and  .vit‘ld  to  its  decision  out  unqualified  at  d 


their  dependencies,  and  the  president’ 
lion  being  lead,  the  folio  win. 
tioiio  wei  e unanimously  adoj 

awful  and  interesting  moments  !mole  so  irnportanl  an  end  : and  that  we  consider 
is  pleased  heaven  that  states  and  \ 5ta.IMlinK*  justified  m the  eves  of  their  fel'ow- 

>^c(j vve  consider  I ci;izen  *n  L*le  restrictive  measures  to  which  they 

our  calm,  decided  have  resorted  as  temporary  expedients,  with  the 
•onduct  of  our  go  hoP,c  of  preventing  thereby  the  evils  of  war. 

Resolved,  that  while  solicitous  of  peace,  and  ar- 
dently attached  to  i's  blessings,  we  believe  that  the 


the  events  oi  time  such  circumstances  should*  ac- 
crue to.  nations,  as  would  render.it  not  only  ne eft 
sary  hut  an  . ah?o  title  duty  to  abandon  the  comforts 
and  delights  of  peace,  in  order,  that  bv  a solemn  up 
peal  to  arms,  they  may  be  enabled  to  secure  them 
selves  equally  important  blessings  ; that  bv  enconn 
tering,  lor  a time,  the  disasters  and  vicissitudes  of 
vv  uq  they  may  secure  themselves,  and  transmit  to 
their  pn  erity  fcho  e invaluable  advantages  to  which 
by  the  Jaws  of-natuie,  of  nations,  ami  of  God,  thet- 
as independent  governments:  are.  jijs^lv  entitled. 

When  a Tetro-pcct  is  taken  of  the  last  twelve 
years  of  our  history,  we  find-record-ed the  violation 
of  ore  sacred  right  afte;  -*another--^we  $ehfold  one 
continued  series  of  inmlts — one  long  succession  of 
oppressions.  Our  government,  with the  true  spirit 
c!'  a>  republic,  patiently  sustaining*  while  temperate 
lv  remonstrating,  nnfiTindjgniu;  has  been  added  to 
indignity,  and  injury  heaped  upon  ii-jui  v.  With 
a reluctance  comr*:o.ii*buly  to  sipch'  as  duly  appi  eci 
*'.c  the  hles'iiugs  of  peace,  ba-vethyv  calmly  endured 
and  perseveringly  negocialed  umltr  a pious,  hoc  vain 
expectation,  that  reason  and  expostulation,  would 
at  length  bring  the  natron  Injuring  us,  to  a sense  of 
' equity,  and' thereby  avert'  the  necessity  of  a' ‘'‘dsoitt 
to  those  ulterior  nreasures,  always  dtreffil  in  ' t h’elr 
operation  even  to  that  paTty  that  is  most  success 
fob  - ■ ■ • ' " nr,  t. 

Our  government  mild  and  peaceable  in  it's  very 
nature,  and  defenceless  qfii  the  ocean,  has  endeavor 
ed  in  the  -very*  spirit  of  meekness,  bv  every  Wise 
' and*  at  the  - ame  time,  sobl lying  expedient,  to  dd'n 
vimee  the  bellige!  cm  'navkui-.  of  i he  justice  of  or; 
council:.  ; ou;  ardent  wish  to  conduct  iij  UH  thibgs 
a£.fce<*  Jy.tq  the  established  u.-ages  of  nations,  and 
Jti  hftc’b  a-matfnei  as  to  - give  thi  rn  no  just  cause  of 
■ oflen-ce  ~ but  knowing  our  maritime  weakness  in 
r9oiir-l)aji'l» r V fbgii  strength , they  have  turned 
a clea.  e.H  to  live  equity  oi  our  demands  ; and., with 
the  •insolence-corn morv  -to  superior  and  arbitrary 
powep,  Ifave  sp;  arcuniul  J'ecl  the  catalogue  of  our 
w ••(•ngsWt.hat  longer  o:  bear  nice-  would  be  attended 
VM'b-tl.p  ab  olule  nrmiraOon  of  all  national  ch«ra< 
ter., 'the  abandonment  o the  rights  of  an  independ 
err  repubd.-,  and  would  render-  our  govei  nmenf.  uu- 
v orth  v oi' the  confidence  , of  its  own  citizens,  and 
of  the  respect  of  the  woi  Id. 

Our  government  therefore  wj.th  all  calm  delibera 
tin.  and  with  that  so, emu  delay  that  ever  attend 
those  who  are  forced  reluctant  iv  front  their  tranquil 
amt  beloved  abodes  to  launch  on  a perilous  and 


decided  approbation.  * 

Resolved',  that  as  onr  government  has  now  ap- 
peared to  the  sword,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  all  good 
citizens  at  such  eventful  per  iod,  to  lay  aside  all  par- 
ty animosity  and  private  bickering,1  to  rally  as  be- 
comes brethren  equally  involved  in  the  welfare  of 
th, eir  common  country,  round  the.  national  stand- 
ard, and  to  yield  to  their  government  an  undivided 
support, 

lie  solved,  that  placing  our  reliance  in  the  Most 
High,  and  soliciting  his  benediction  on  our  just 
cause,  we  pledge  to  our  govei  nm-ent,  in  support  of 
our  beloved  country,  “ our  lives,  our  Fortunes,  and 
our  sacred  honor.” 

Resolved,  that  fheiproc eedings  of  this  meeting  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  and  a copy 
transmitted  bv  them  to  the  president  of  the  United 
S/ates,  and  to  both  houses  of  congress. 

Resolved,  that  the  proceedings  be  published  in 
the  newspapers  in  this  rikv. 

T I EN RY  RUTGERS,  chairman. 

AI.  WJ L LETT,  sec >e ‘ary. 


Revolutionary Regular  Army/' 

We  have  been  favored  by  .a  fneml  with  the  use  of  the  following 
list  of ‘the  general  and  field  officers  who  served  in  the  regular  army 
during  the  revolution,  which  we  publish  for  the. gratification  of 
publjc  curiosity  : {.Fftt,  Int, 

List,  of  General,  anti  Field  Officers  in  tic  army  if  the  United  States , 
.V'ho  continued  in  service  to,  the  end  of  the  war , or  ivere  de, ranged 

iti  Jn&sUanc'e  bf  acts  ofamtgress. ■ '•  » 

.ii-  •.!,»;  • i NJiW’-H AMPSHIRK. 

, . Bri#af£e,r&nerals—3am*$  lteed,  .f*.»t:n  Stark. 

. f 'o(o?wis-!~F.‘>\\an  Allan,  Joseph  Ciiley,  Ueiiry  Dearborn,  George 
If  id,- Seth'W'ariiev.  1 

i .ieuti^mrit'Ovlonels—  Sanmel  Stafford.;  T. jan.in  Titcomb. 

Minor j — Gideon  Brownsofi,  James  Carr,  Amos  Mori iJ,  Caleb  Ro* 
hiiisoii,  Wiliiani  Scott,  P, ei*.  janiin  Wlietcoitih.  : •** 

WASSACHUSET1.S.  . > ? 

Majoi'-Gencrale^WllirAm  Heath,  Henry  Knox,  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln. ’ — • ••'  ' 

■ Brigetdier-Gctierals — John  Glover,  John- Grcaton,  John  Patterson, 
Rufus  Putnam.  J 

Colonels—  Jolin  Bailey,  Gamaliel  Bradford,  Timothy  Bigelow, 
Jfuntha'-.  Baldwin,  John  Brooks,  John  Cram-,  David  Cobb.  David, 
Healey,  Henry  Jack  son,  Michael  Jackson,  Thomas  Marshall,  James 
Mellon,  Tiio.  ois  Nixon,  -William  Sheppard,  Calvin  Smith,  Ebene- 
?.er  Sprout,  Ben  jin  aii  CTupper,  Joseph  Vosi  , James  Wesson. 
Lk<Um(e)t)-Coli>i,eisr-~l\i\vaQ\fa\',  Bassett,  Sanmel  Carlton,  Tobias 
. ri-altl,  William  Jfhill,  Henry  Haslo  11,  Benjamin  Holden.  Noah 
Littlefield,  E/.ra  Nt  well.  Ai-divw  Pets  rs,  John  Pupkin,  William 
Slaty,  Joseph  Thompson,  Elijah  Vose*  “Daniel  Whiting. 

Majors — Noah  Alien,  Moses  Asia  ly,  Wijliam  JI.  Bail  lard,  Jqlm 
Buj-nliam,  Hodijah  Baylis,  Thpmas  Cogswell,  Samuel  Carr,  Mat- 
thew Clarkson,  Seth.  Drew,  Samuel  Darby,  Caleb  Gibbs,  Moses 
Knapp,  Robert  Oliver,  Jos-  ph  Pcttingvll,  Isaac  Pope,  Billy  Porter, 
Wilham  Perkins,  Nath:;.,  l'rice,  John.  Spun*,  Job  Sunnier,  Lemuel 
Trescott,  Samuel  Tubbs,  John  Wil-.-v,  Nathan  Winslow. 

RHODEH3LAND. 

Major-General— Nathavh  1 Green. 

tern pv." tons  ocean.,  have  finally  resigned  the  peace  ' ShMmn '#TIS1'at^  ^ dham Barton,  Jer§ipiah  Olney,  Henry 


oi  tiie  Country  into  fhg  hands  <*>  . he  Great  Dispo  er 
oi  al ; .-events — and  tinner  his  banner,  with  a pet  fee- 
conviyfion  of  the  equily  of  their  cause,  they  have 
decision  i nis  coimii y to  be  dt  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. Therefore  ‘ 


Liruteuant  Colonels— Silas  Talbot,  Samuel  Ward. 

Majors*— William  * Blodget,  William  Bradfovd,  Jqhn  S,  Dexter # 
nrgiesliail  Ohity,  Wifljani  Feck.  Siitoeon  Thayer. 

CONNECTICUT. 

M‘  jor-G<‘ncrcU— Israel  Putnam,  Samuel  H.  Parsons.' 
Jiri^adier-Gctieral— Jedediaii  Huntington. 
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Colonels—  Philip  B.  Bradley,  Zehulon  Butler,  Tliomas  Grov- nor, 
Heturn  J.  Mvigs,JosiaIt  Starr,  ElUiw  Sheldoti,  Ueiuau  Sw.it,  Isaac 
Stu-iMipit.  Samuel  Willis,  Samuel  B.  Webb. 

LirittynaifcColonds—FArrnif/.eV  (Way,  Joseph  Unit,  Hezekiah 
Htthimlve,  Das  id  Humphreys,  Etvnezer  Huntington,  Thomas 
Hobby,  Jonathan  Johnson,  Job:,  ilumner,  David  F.  Sill,  Jonathan 
Trumbull.  . 

Majors — Albert  Chapman,  Wills  Clift,  Samuel  Johnson,  Eh 
Lcvt-n  worth,  Daniel  Lyman,  Abner  Prior,  E^slia  Painter,  David 
Smith,  Benjamin  Tliroop,  Beniamin  Tall  mage,  Amos  Walchidge, 
Th  -odore  Woodbiidgc,  lCobert  Warner,  John  P.  Wyllis,  Joseph  A. 
Wright. 

NEW-YOIllC 
Major-General—  Ale  xirnder  M‘DougaU. 
lit  tgadit‘)-C*:nernJ—.\-A\nn's  Clinton. 

Colour! .1— Donald  Campbe  11,  Philip  Cortlandt, Lewis  Dubois, Peter 
Gansevoort,  John  Lamb.  Janies  Livingston.  William  Malcolm, 
Goos**  Van' Schaick,  Frederick  Weiseitf;  Its.  Marions  Willett. 

lAc’.tnumt-CJji.dj—JiKohua  Bruen,  Robert  Coel. ran,  Udne-v 
Hay,  Richard  Livingston,  Eheia-zc-r  Sievens,  William  S.  Si  with. 
Cor,  i li  .is  Vat i D;.  he,  Benjamin  Walker. 

M.j,r. f — Sebastian  Rmlmun,  John  Davis.  Nicholas  Fish,  John 
Graham.  Samuel  Logan, Stephen  M‘l)ougall,  Lewis  Morris,  George 
C*  Nicholson,  Richard  Platt,  James  Ilosecranse. 

nkw-jkrsey. 

Bri  'rarliffr-Gcnercl—FMn ■>  Da v ton. 

Colonels— John  N.  Cummings,  Ephraim  Martin,  Matthias  Ogden, 
Israel  Snn-evc,  OLv  ei*  Spencer. 

1 ie:itenant>-Cdonds—.lQ\iu  Conway,  Jonathan  Forman,  Henry 
JJ.  Livingston.  lei-  a/.-  r Lmdsky,  David  Rhea. 

Majors — Jeremiah  Bruin.  Jo».  ph  Bioomiu-kl,  Ichabod  Burnett, 
Nathaniel  Bowman.  John  Burrowes,  William  Barber, Richard  Cox, 
John  Ross,  Samuel  Reading. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

M'jor-General—  Arthur  M.  Clair, 

B rigadici  -Geneva's — Ed  ward  Hand,  William  Irvine.  A.  Wayne. 
Colonels — Daniel  Broad  In  ad,  Richard  Butler,  William  Butler, 
Henry  Biek<  r,  Jam;  s Chambers,  Thomas  Craig,  Richard  Hampton, 
Adarn  Hnbh  y,  Francis  Jolinson,  Robert  Magaw,  Stephen  Moylan, 
Lewis  Nicola,  George  Nagle,  Andrew  Porter,  Walter  Stewart, 
Fred  rick  V.  ri.on. 

Lieutenant-Colonels— Stephen  Bayard,  Lewis  Warmer,  Samuel 
Hav,  Josiah  Harmi  r,  John  Murray,  Francis  Mentges,  Caleb  North, 
Thomas  Robinson,  Christopher  Stewart,  Tench  l ilghman. 

M jars — John  Armstrong,  William  Alexander,  Thomas  Church, 
Isaac  Craig,  Evan  Edwards,  Moore  Fouileroy;  David  S.  Franks, 
.Tames  Grier,  James  Hamilton,  John  H dings,  William  MfPherson. 
Thomas  D.  Moore,  Francis  Murray,  James  Moore,  Francis  Proctor, 
James  Parr,  James  Reid,  Georg--  Tudor,  Jeremiah  .Talbot, 
DELAWARE. 

Colonel— David  Hall. 

Lieutenant-Colonel—  Joseph  Vaughan. 

Majors— Natlianiel  Mitdieil,  John  Patten. 

MARYLAND. 

Major-General— William  Small  u ood. 

Bngntlier-GeneraL y— Mbnl -cai  Gist,  Otlto  IT.  Williams. 

Colonels — Peter  Adams,  John  Gut. by,  John  E.  Howard, 
Cawel.Hall.  Nathaniel  Ramsey,  Thomas  Woolfbrd,  1..  Writner. 

Lieutenant-Colonels— Uriah  Forrest,  Edward  Tiliard,  Levi 
Winder, 

Majors— Benjamin  Brooks,  William  Dent  Beall,  Win.  Brown, 
John  Davidson’,  John  Ecdeston,  -Aquilla  Gil-  s,  Henry  Hardman, 
Thomas  Landsdale,  Thomas  H.  Luckett,  John  Lynch,  James 
M‘ Henry , Alexander  Ruxburv,  Jonathan  Siniman. 

VIRGIN  I A. 

Major-General—  Horatio  G;.n  s.  , 

Briyadia  -Generals — Peter  Muhlenberg,  Dauijbl  Morgan,  Charles 
Scott.  George  Weedon. 

Colonels— George  Baylor,  Abraham  Buford,  Burges  Bali,  William 
Davies,  William  Darke.  Cnristian  F<  biger,  N tiuuiiel  Gist,  John 
Gibson,  John  Green,  Chari  s Harrison,  William  Helm,  Levin 
Joynes,  Henry  Lee,  George  Matthews,  John  Neviii,  William  Rus- 
sel. James  Wootl,  At.thonv  W„  White, 

Lieutenant-Colonels— Rickard  C.  Anderson,  Samuel  J.  Cahill, 
Jonathan  Clark.  Edward  Carrington,  Tliomas  Gaskins,  Samut 


GEORGIA. 

Brigadier-General— LnchYni  MTntosh. 

Colonels—  Saunit  i Elbert,  John  MHntbsh. 

Majors — John  Habersham,  Philip  Lowe,  Joseph  Lane., 

FORKIO  N*  OFFIC  MRS. 

Major-Generals — M.  Duportaii,  Baron  St, .ben,  Marquis  Ln  Fay- 
etti*. 

Colonels — Thudetts  Kosciusko, Laumoy. 

Lieutenant-Colonels (ambi-Hy. Gouvion,  John* 

Ternaut,  L»wi.s  tie  Floury.  Gimot, tV'kh,  rt. 

Major s—iF , r<li> land  de  Bralihi,  George  Shauiier,  J.  Muruan. 
: — Villfranelie. 


Colonel— Moses  Ha/ 
LieutenanteColond- 


STATES  UNKNOWN. 
Edward  Antill. 


State  Papers. 

MESS  AGE.— To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  : 

I transmit  for  the  information' of  congress,  copies  of  letters 
which  have  passed  between  the  secretary  of  .state  and  the  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Gnat  Britain. 

JAMES  M-AOIsON. 

June  15  tit,  1812. 


Pose 


Ucl-ard 


jple,  William  Washington. 


Hopkins,  Samuel  Hawes.  John 
Taylor,  Oliver  Towles,  Benjamin  T- 
Gusiavus  B.  Wallace,  Joint  Webb. 

Majors— Peter  B.  Bruit.,  John  Belfuid,  William  Cunningham, 
William  Croghati,  Richard  Call,  Jus -ph  Crock. -T,  Joseph  Ep/gl.  s- 
lon,  Sr.muel  Finley,  George  Gilchrist,  Thomas  Hill,  Joint  Hays. 
Christian  Holier.  David  Hopkins, William  Lew  is, W illiam  Most-ley. 
John  Poulsou,  Cftail-s  Pelham,  Tliomas  Ridley,  Smith  Sm ad.  Da- 
vid Stcphi  nson,  John  Swan,  William  Taylor,  Joint  W yms,  Andrew 
Waggener. 

NORI H-CAROLINA. 

Mejor-Genrral— Robt  ri  Ko  we. 

B-i  adia  -Or  oral— Jethro  Suiuik  r. 

Col-n  l .—Jam  s Armstrong.  Thomas  Clarke,  Selby-  Harney. 
Gideo  > Lamb.  Archibald  Lytl  -,  John Patten,  James  Thaekston. 
Licutcnant-Colonds— Joim  Armstrong,  William  Davidson,  Hardy 

Mnrf  -e- . 

Majors — R -ruling  Blount.  Thomas  DoTiolioe,  George  Doh.rty, 
Thun, as  Hogg.  Griffith  I.  M‘R  - ..tm.--  Nelson. 

SOUP  H-CAROLINA. 

M jor-General-SV illiam  Moultrie. 

B ■ yad'ua rGenefal— Isaac  Huger. 

Colonels— Bfcruard  Beckman,  Canl-ks  C.  Pinckney;  Francis  Ma- 
fic 


Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

- IVushlnyton,  June  1C,  1812.  . 

SIR — It  has  been  extremely  satisfactory  to  me,  to  find  by  ynur 
letter  dated  June  f?h,  which  I had  the  honor  to  receive  yest  rdav 
morning,  that  it  was  not  the  wish  of  tile  American  government  to 
close  all  further  discussion  relative  to  the  important  questions  at 
issue,  between  the  two  countries.  I beg  voo  to  be  assured,  sir.  that 
it  never  was  my  intention,  in  alluding  to  my  letters  which  had 
-Hiained  without  answer  at  your  office,  to  use  any  expressions 
hicli  could,  in  the  most  remote  manner  contain  any  thing  per- 
nial.  1 shall  ever  be  ready  with  please tre  to  hi  ar  testimony  to 
that  frankness,  candor  and  good  temper  whicii  so  eminently  distin- 
guish. you,  and  h-tve  been  acknowledged  to  belong  to  you  by  till 
who  have  ever  had  the  honor  to  discuss  with  you  any  questions  of 
public  interest. 

But,  sir*  although  you  were  not  backward  in  entering  into  fall 
explanations  w iih  me  verbally.  I could  not  init  feei.  particularly  as 
I nad  just  had  communications  to  make  to  you  ot  tin-  greatest,  im- 
portance, that  1 had  aright  to  expect  from  you  a written  ivpi.  to 
them  ; and  while  I remembered  that  two  of  my  former  notes  wire 
still  unanswered,  the  one  written  three  months  ago,  containing 
among  other  im]H)rtanttopicks,  a particular  ques.ioo  which  l was 
expressly  instructed  to  put  to  you,  as  to  whether  youconld  point 
to  any  public  act,  on  the  part  of  the  French  govei  iunent,  by  w i--it 
they  had  really  revoked  their  decrees,  and  the  other  fur.  is'  i g 
strong  evidence  of  the  cotitiuucd  existence  of  those  v,  ry  derives 4 
also,  when  I perceived  that  my  note,  comumnicating  tii;  dnae  of 
Bam  no's  report,  which  you  knew  was  tobesentto  jott  on  the  1st 
u'.st.  was  not  waited  for,  but  that  a message  was  transmitt-  d by  the 
executive  to  coitgivss,  which  it  seems  contained  a reference  In  :tu 
insulated  passage  in  the  despatch  on  which  myjtnte  was  found-  d.that 
if  taken  oncoimectcd  with  what  preceded  orfoiiovved,  it  might  e 
liable  to  misconstruction,  I could  not  av.  id  appixlj  tiding  that  no 
means  of  further  explanation  might  be  left  ojten  to. me. 

1 beg  you  to  be  assured,  sir,  that  if  I was  embarrass*. d by  your  d - 
mauds  of  an  e'  planatiou  as  to  what  appeared  to  you  to  be  a hi  Ter- 
ence betw  een  lord  Casdereaglfs  despatch,  communicated  to  ;os, 
and  my  note,  it  arose  from  the  novelty  of  the  di  maud,  that  seemed 
to  invoke  ati  i-  formality  of  proceeding,  in  which  I could  ot  feel 
myself  justified  in  acquiescing.  Had  you,  in  making  a reply  to 
my  communication,  asked  ine  how  far  a re|*cal  »,('  the  Fruicli  de- 
crei.s  was  demanded  b>  my  goverr-ment.  and  as  to  whl  t’t  r a sp-- 
cial  repeal,  as  lar  as  respected  America,  would  be  sutticient,  I 
s fotdd  have  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  you  even  satisfactiotn 

Your  note  of  the  6th  ii.staut  has,  hy  slit-wing  that  the-  door  was 
not  absolut  ly  shut  to  a continuance  of  our  discussion,  relieved  nie 
from  further  uiiticelty  on  this  point. 

I haw  no  hesitation,  sir,  in  saving  that  Great  Briiaiu,  as  the 
ease  has  hiiiiero  stood,  never  did,  nor  ever  could  engage,  without 
the  grossest  injustice  to  herself  and  her  allies,  as  wall  as  to  other 
neutral  nations,  to  repeal  her  orders  as  adecting  America  alone, 
leaving  them  in  force  against  other  states,  upon  condition  that 
France  would  except,  singl)  and  specially,  A n-  rica  from  the  op  ra- 
do-tof  her  decrees.  You  will  recollect,  sir,  that  the  on!  r.s  in  coun- 
cil are  measun  s of  defence,  directed  against  tin-  s-si.m  contai  icd 
i i those  d-  cm  s ; that  it  i>  a war  of  trade  which  is  c.*uvkd  mt  by 
France;  tliat  w.hat  you  call  the  municipal  regulations  of  France, 
have  r.ev.  r been  call  d municipal  hy  France  lit-rs-  it;  bat  are  h r 
main  engines  in  that  npv-'l  and  monstrous  e.  ;tem.  It  cannot,  then, 
|>;  -\j» i clod  that  Gr«  at  Britain  sliout-l  renounce  her  efforts  to  throw 
back  upon  France  tin-evils  with  which  sin-  nii-nac.s  Givat  Britain 
merely  because  France  might  seek  to  all  -viat  In  r own  situation 
by  wavi-.g  the  exercise  of  tiiui  part  ot  tier  system  which  she  can- 
not enforce. 

But.  sir,  to  what  purpose  argue  upon  a supposed  eas  ; upon  a 
state  of  .things  not  likely  to  occur,  some  the  lat  r.-port  and  sei.a- 
Uis  eonsuh'iiii  which  !;av,  been  pubJNb.  d to  the  w ri<k  a.,  jt  wer  , 
insultii-gly  i--  t’.i  face  of  t Jo- ■ who  would  contend  dial  any  r*  peal 
whatever  had  taken  pl:ic-',  of  the  decrees  in  question. 

Non  Ik  t\v<  en  tiie  mode  in  w hi  - - this  ins! rtimeat 


Ymt  draw  n coi  q>ar.sou 

(has  appear*  d,a:jd  shat  which  you  call  the  high  eVidi  nee  of  the 

Lieutenant-Colonels — John  F.  Grltnkc,  William  Scott,  William  i |wal  »V stated  in  Mr.  Champagny’s  note : and  it  wouid  almost  stem 
Henderson.  Jas  if  you  coiiskkred  Lie  latter  as  the  mo.t  auth  -tic  of  the  twCi 

M'jyrs— Edmund  FL  Fljine,  Ephraim  Mitchell,  Isaac  Ilarieston,  put,  sir,  you  cannot  seriously  contend  that' the  duke  of  Ra^ayos 
Tbomas  Pinckney.  ‘ report,  w ith  the  sonatas  consultum  accompanying  it,  pebbrtu,d  In 
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.the  official  paper  at  Paris,  is  not  a very  different  instrument  fro 
•the  above  letter,  offering  a mere  provisional  repeal  of  th-  decrees, 
upon  conditions  utterly  inadmissible  ; conditions  too,  which  ivali) 
formed  of. themselves  a question  of  paramount importance. 

Tim  condition  then  demanded,  and  which  was  brought  forward 
so  unexpectedly,  was  a repeal  of  the  tyockadeof  May  1806,  which 
Mr.  Pinkney,  in  the  letter  you  have  referred  me  to,  declared  to  have 
been  required  by  America  as  indispensable -in  the  view  of  her  acts 
of  intercourse  and  Tion-int'  reours  , as  well  as  a repeal  of  other 
blockades  of  a similar  character,  which  were  maintained  by  Great 
Britain  to  be  founded  on  strict  maritime  right. 

The  conditions  now  annexed  to  the  French  demand  are  much 
more  extensive,  and  a-  I have  shewn,  includes  a surrender  of  many 
other  of  the  most  established  priueipl  s of  the  public  law  of  nations. 

I cannot,  I confess,  s.  e u.on  what  ground  you  contend  that  the 
report  of  the  duke  of  Bassano,  affords  no  proof  against  any  par- 
tial n oeal  of  the  French  d;  crees.  The  principles  advanced  in  that 
report  are  general ; there  is  no  exception  made  in  favor  of  Ameri- 
ca, and  in  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Barlow,  as  officially  publish- 
ed, lv- stems  to  allow  that  he  had  no  explanation  respecting  it.  How 
Can  it,  therefore,  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  as  a republi- 
cation  of  the  decrees  themselves  ? which,  as  it  were  to  take  away 
all  ground  for  any  doubt,  expressly  advances  a doctrine  that  can 
only  be  put  in  practice  on  the  high  seas,  namely,  “that  free  ships 
shell  make  five  goods/’ since  the  application  of  such  a principle  to 
vess  Is  in  port  is  absolutely  rejected  under  his  continental  system. 

It  is.  indeed,  impossible  to  see-how,  under  such  circumstances, 
America  can  call  upon  Great  Britain  tb  revoke  her  orders  in  coun- 
cil. It  is  impossible  that  she  can  revoke  them  at  this  moment, in 
c'ommon  justice  to  herself  and  to  her  allies  ; but,  sir,  while  under 
the  necessity  of  continuing  them,  she  will  be  ready  to  manage 
their  exerris-%  so  as  to  alleviate  as  much  as  possible,  the  pressure 
upon  America  ; and  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  confer 
with  you,  at  any  time,  upon  the  most  advisable  manner  of  produc- 
ing tltat.  effect. ' I have  the  honor,  &c. 

(Signed)  AUG.  J.  FOSTER. 

Mr,  Monroe  to  Mr.  Foster, 

Department  of  State,  June  13 th,  1812. 
SIR— I am  not  aware  that  any  letter  of  yours,  on  any  subject, 
on  which  the  final  decision  of  this  government  had  not  been  com* 
luunicated  to  you,  has  been  suffered  to  remain  without  a prompt 
and  written  answer ; and  even  in  the  cases  thus  supposed  to  have 
been  settled,  which  you  thought  proper  to  revive,  although  no  fa- 
vorable change  had  taken  place  in  the  policy  or  measures  of  your 
government,  I have  never  failed  to  explain  to  you  informally,  in 
early  interviews,  the  reasons  which  made  it  imperiously  the  duty 
of  the  U’  :t<  d States  to  continue  to  afford,  lo  their  rights  and  inte- 
rests, all  the  protection  in  their  power.  The  acknowledgment  of 
this  on  your  part,  was  due  to  the  frankness  of  the  communications 
Which  nav'  passed  between  us  on  the  highly  important  subjects  on 
which  we  have  treated,  and  I am  happy  to  find  by  your  letter  of 
the  1 r th  it  st.  that  in  relying  on  it,  I have  not  been  disappointed. 

The  impropriety  of  the  demand  made  by  youv  government  of  a 
copy  of  the  instrument  of  'instructions  given  by  the  French  go- 
vernment to  its  ev’iizevs,  after  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan 
(decrees,  was  suffic  iently  shown  in-Mr*  Fjnlyiey’s  letter,  to  the  mar- 
quis of  Wellesley  of  the  10th  of  December,  1310,  and  in  my  letters 
to  you  of  the  23d  July,  1811,  and  14th  January  last.  It  Was  for 
this  reason  that  I thought  it  more  suitable  to  refer  you  to  those 
letters/ for  the  answer  to  that  demand,  than  to  repeat  it  in  a formal 
Communication. 

It  excites,  however,  no  small  surprise,  that  you  should  continue 
to  demand  a copy  of  that  instrument,  or  any  new  proof  of  the  re- 
peal of  the  French  decrees,  at  the  very  timie  that  you  declare  that 
the  proof  winch  you  demand,  the  extent  to  which  we  have  a right 
to  claim  the  repeal,  would  not,  if  afforded,  obtain  a correspond- 
ing rape:-, I of  the  orders  i ".  council.  This  demand  is  the  more 
'extraordinary,  when  it  is  considered  that  since  the  repeal  of 
''tlie  decree's,  :>s  it  respects  the  United  States,  was  announced,  your 
government  has  enlarged  its  pretensions,  as  to  the  conditions  on 
which  the  orders  in  council  should  be  repealed,  and  even  invigorat- 
ed its  practice  under  them. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  there  has  been  no  misapprehension 
of  the  condition,  without  which  your  government  refuse  s to  repeal 
the  orders  in  council.  You  admit  that  to  obtain  their  repeal,  in  re- 
spect to  the  United  States,  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  must 
be  absolute  and  unconditional,  riot  as  to  the  United  States  only,  hut 
as  to  all  other  neutral  nations;  nor  as  far  as  they  affect  neutral 
commerce  only,  but  as  they  operate  internally  and  affect  the  trade 
in  British  manufactures  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain.  As 
the  orders  in  council  have  formed  a principal  cause  of  the  differ- 
ences which  unhappily  .-xist  between  our  countries,  a condition  of 
tlieir  repeal,  communicated  in  any  authentic  document  or  manner, 
was  entitled  to  particular  attention  ; and  -surely  none  could  have 
so  high  a claim  to  if,  as  the  letter  from  lord  Castlereagh  to  you, 
submitted  hy  his  authority  to  my  view,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
' making  that  condition,  with  its  other  contents,  known  to  this  go- 
vernment. 

With  this  knowledge  qf  the  determination  of  your-  government, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  other  conditions  annexed  to  the  repeal  of  the 
"orders  in  council,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  devise  or  conceive  any 
arrangement  consistent  with  the  honor,  tlie  rights  and  interests  of 
'the  United  States,  that  could  be- -made  the  basis  or  become -the  re- 
Sfuh  '«f  a conference  on  the  subject;.  As  the  president  nevertheless 
retains  his  solicitude  to  see  a happy  determination  of  any  differences 
betw.  en  tlie  two  Countries,  and  wishes  that- -every  opportunity-, 
ffmv/"ver  unpromising,  which  may  possibly  lead  t,o  ft, -should  be 
'taken  . advantage  of;  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you, that  I am 
>-a<!y  to  receive,  and  pay  due  attention  to  any  communication  or 
'propositions  having  the  object  in  view,  which  you  may  be  authorised 
to'umkt-i  . «•'  ' ...  , , 

Voider  existing  circumstances,  it  is  deemed  most  advisable,  in 


every  respect,  that  this  should  be  done  in. writing,  as  most  suscepti- 
ble of  the  requisite  precision,  and  least  liable  to  misapprehension*- 
Allow  me  to  add,  that  it  is  equally  desirable  that  it  should  be  done 
without  delay.  By  this  it  is  not  meant  to  preclude  any  additional 
opportunity  which  may  be  afforded  by  a personal  interview. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &x. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MONROE.' 

Aug.  J.  Foster,  &ew 

Mr.  Foster  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Washington,  June  14,  1312. 

SIR— I have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  13th  instant. 

It  is  really  quite  painful  to  me  to  pereeive.that  notwithstanding, 
the  length  of  the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  between  us, 
misapprehensions  have  again  arisen  respecting  some  of  tlie  most 
important  features  in  the  questions  at  issue  between  our  two  coun- 
tries, which  misapprehensions,  perhaps,  proceeding  from  mv  not 
expressing  myself  sufficiently  clear  in  my  note  of  the  10th  inst. 
in  relation  to  one  of  those  questions,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
should  be  done  away. 

I beg  leave  again  to  state  to  you,  sir,  that  it  is  not  the  operation 
of  tlie  French  decrees  upon  the  British  trade  w ith  thejenemies  of 
Great  Britain,  that  has  ever  formed  a subject  of  discussion  between 
us,  and  that  it  is  the  operation  of  those  decrees  upon  Great  Britain, 
through  neutral  commerce  only,  which  has  really  been  the  point 
at  issue.  Had  America  resisted  the  effect  of  those  decrees  in  their 
fujl  extent  upon  her  neutral  rights,  we  should  never  have  had  a dif- 
ference upon  the  subject ; but  while  French  cruizers  continue  to 
capture  her  ships  under  their  operation  she  seems  to  have  been 
satisfied  if  those  ships  were  released  bv  special  imperial  mandates, 
issued  as  the  occasion  arose  ; and  she  lias  .chosen  to  cull  municipal 
an  unexampled  assumption  of  authority  by  France  in  countries  not 
under  French  jurisdiction,  and  expressly  invaded  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  their  trade  with  England,  on  principles  directly 
applicable  to,  if  they  could  be  enforced  against  America. 

I beg  you  to  recollect,  sir,  that  if  no  revocation  has  been  made  of 
the  orders  in  council,  upon  any  repeal  of  tlie  French  decrees,  as 
hithei-to  shown  by  America  to  have  taken  place,  it  has  not  beea 
the  fault  of  his  majesty’s  government.  It  was  France,  and  after- 
wards America,  that  connected  the  question  relative  to  the  right 
of  blockade  with  that  arising  out  of  the  orders  in  council.  You 
well  know  that  if  these  two  questions  had  not  been  united  together, 
the  orders  in  council  would  have  been,  in  1810,  revoked.  How 
could  it  be  expected  that  Great  Britain,  in  common  justice  to  other 
neutral  nations,  to  her  allies,  and  to  herself,  should  not  contend  for 
a full  and  absolute  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  or  should  engage 
to  make  any  particular,  concession  in  favour  of  America,  when 
she  saw  that  America  would  not  renounce  her  demand  for  a sur- 
render with  the  orders  in  council  of  some  of  our  most  important 
maritime  rights. 

Even  to  this  day,  sir,  you  have  not  explicitly  stated  in  any  of  the 
letters  to  which  you  refer  me,  that  the  American  government 
would  expressly  renounce  asking  for  a revocation  of  the  blockade 
of  May  1806,  and  the  other  blockade  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Pinkney’s 
letter ; much  less  have  I been  able  to  obtain  from  you  any  ilis- 
ejaimer  of  the  rights  asserted  by  France  to  impose  upon  tlie  world 
the  new  maritime  code  promulgated  by  France  in  the  late  repub- 
lication  of  her  decrees,  although  I have, ’by  order  of  my  government, 
expressly  stated  their  expectation  of  such  disclaimer,  and  repeatedly 
called  for  an  explanation  on  this  point. 

I will  now  say  that  I feel  entirely  authorised  to  assure  you  that 
if  you  can,  at  any  time,  produce  a full  and  unconditional  repeal 
of  the  French  decrees,  as  you  have  a right  to  demand  it  in  your 
character  of  a neutral  nation,  and  that  it  be  disengaged  from  any 
connection  with  the  question  concerning  our  maritime  rights,  we 
shall  be  ready  to  meet  you  with,  a revocation  of  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil. Previous  to  your  producing  such  an  instrument,  which  I am 
sorry  to  see  yotr  regard  as  unnecessary,  you  cannot  expect  of  us  to 
give  up  our  orders  in  council. 

In  reference  to  the  concluding  paragraph  of  your  letter  in  an- 
swer to  that  in  mine  of  the  10th  inst.  I will  only  say,  that  I am  ex- 
tremely sorry  tb  find  you  think  it  impossible  to  devise  or  conceive 
any  arrangement  consistent  with  the  honor,  rights  and  interests  of 
the  United  States,  which  might  tend  to  alleviate  the  pressure  of  the 
orders  in  council  on  the  commerce  of  America.  It  would  have 
given  me  great  satisfaction  if  we  could  have  fallen  upon  some 
agreement  that  might  have  had  such  effect.  My  government, 
while  under  the  imperious  necetsityof  resisting  France  with  her  own 
weapons,  most  earnestly  desires  that  the  interests  of  America  may 
suffer  as  little  as  possible  from  tlie  incidental  effect  of  the  conflict. 
They  are  aware  that  their  retaliatory  measures  have  forced  tlie 
ruler  of  France  to  yield  in  some  degree  from  his  hostile  decrees, 
and  whether  it  were' more  advisable  to  push  those  measures  rigor- 
ously on  until  they  complete  the  breaking  of  it  up  altogether  (tlie 
main  object  of  our  retaliatory  system)  or  to  take  advantage  of  the 
partial  and  progressive  retractions  of  it,  produced  by  tlie  necessities 
of  the  enemy,  has  been  a question  with  his  majesty’s  government. 
It  is  one  oil  which  they  would  have  been  most  desirous  to  consult 
the  interests  of  America.  Under  existing  circumstances,  however, 
and  from  our  late  communications,  I have  not  felt  encouraged  fto 
make  you  any  written  proposal,  arising  out  of  this  state  of  tilings  ; 

I shall,  therefore,  merely  again  express  to  you,  that  as  the  objpet 
of  Great  Britain  has  been  throughout  to  endeavor,  while  forced,  in 
behalf  of  her  most  important  rights  and  interests  to  retaliate  upon 
the  French  decrees,  to  combine  that  retaliation  with  the  greatest 
possible  degree  of  attention  to  the  interests  of  America,  it  would 
give  his  majesty’s  government  the  most  sincere  satisfaction  if  sot^e 
arrangement  could  be  found  which  would  have  so  desirable  an 
effect. 

. I have,  &e. 

(Signed)  AUG.  J.  FQSTEB, 

Jama  Monroe , &c. 
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Congressional  Report. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of 
the  president’s  message  as  relates  to  Indian  affairs, 
JVeport  : 

That  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  di 
rected  to  the  following  enquiries: 

1st.  Whether  any,  and  what  agency  the  subjects 
of  the  British  government  may  have  had  in  ex 
, citing  the  Indians  on  the  western  frontier,  to 
hostilities  against  the  United  States. 

2d.  The  evidence  of  such  hostility,  on  the  part  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  prior  to  the  late  campaign  on  the 
Wabash. 

3d.  The  orders  by  which  the  campaign  was  autho- 
rised and  carried  on. 

The  committee  have  obtained  all  the  evidence 
within  their  power  relative  to  these  several  enqui- 
ries. The  documents  accompanying  the  president’s 
message  to  congress,  of  the  11th  inst.  contain  all 
and  some  additional  evidence  to  what  had  been  ob- 
tained bv  the  committee,  in  relation  to  the  first  en 
quiry.  Those  documents  afford  evidence  as  con 
J elusive  as  the  nature  of  the  case  can  well  be  sup 
posed  to  admit  of,  that  the  supply  of  Indian  goods 
furnished  at  Fort  Malden,  and  distributed  during 
the  last  year  by  British  agents,  in  Upper  Canada, 
to  the  Indian  tribes,  were  more  abundant  than 
usual  ; and  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  extra 
ordinary  liberality,  on  any  other  ground  than  that 
of  an  intention  to  attach  the  Indians  to  the  British 
cause,  in  the  event  of  a war  with  the  United  States. 

That  the  Indian  tribes  should  put  to  hazard  the 
large  annuities  which  they  have  been  so  long  in  the 
habit  of  receiving  from  the  United  States  ; that  they 
should  relinquish  supplies  so  necessary  to  their  com- 
fort, if  not  to  their  existence,  by  a hostile  conduct, 
in  the  absence  of  all  other  evidence,  is  not  the  least 
convincing  proof  that  some  agency  has  been  em 
ployed  to  stimulate  the  savages  to  hostilities;  and 
having  pursued  a course  of  conduct  which  must 
lead  to  a forfeiture  of  those  advantages,  renders  it  at 
least  probable  that  they  had  assurances  of  receiving 
an  equivalent  clsetvhere. 

Additional  presents,  consisting  of  arms  and  am 
munition,  given  at  a time  when  there  is  evidence 
that  the  British  were  apprised  of  the  hostile  dispo 
sition  of  the  Indians,  accompanied  with  the  speech 
es  addressed  to  them,  exciting  disaffection,  are  o! 
too  decisive  a character  to  leave  doubt  on  the  subject. 

With  regard  to  the  second  subject  of  inquiry,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  .that  the  evidence  accom 
panying  this  report,  together  with  the  official  com 
mu  n Ration  made  to  the  executive  by  the  British 
government,  affords  such  evidence  of  the  hostile 
views-and  intentions; of  the  Indians.  as  to  render  it 
the  duty  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
employ  the  necessary  means  of  protecting  the  fron- 
tiers from  the  attack  with  which  they  were  threat 
ened.  Accordingly,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  the  act  qf  congress,  entitled  “ An  act  for  calling 
forth  the  . militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,’’ the 
executive  ordered  the  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  with 
.one  company  of  riflemen,  under  the  com.mand  of 
colonel  Bovd,  from  Pittsburg  to  Vincennes,  subject 
to  the  farther  orders  of  governor  Harrison,  who 
was  authorised,  with  this  force  and.  such  additional 
companies  from  the  mjlitia  as  should  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary, to  establish  a new  post  on  the  Wabash  and 
to  march  against  and  disperse  the  armed  combina- 
tion under  the  prophet. 

These  considerations,  together  with  the  docu- 
ments, are  respectfully  submitted. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

December  1 9/4,  1811. 

Sir — In  answer  to  the  call  of  Ihe  honorable  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  representatives,  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  for  “ all  evidence 
tending  to  she.w  what  agency  the  subjects  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  may  have  had  in  exciting  the 
Indians  on  the  western  frontier  to  hostility  with  the 
United  States  ; the  evidence  of  hostility  towards 
the  United  States  on  the  part  of  the  Shawanrse  P;o- 
p>ret  and  his  tribe,  and  which  it  i- presumed  gave 
rise  to  the  expedition  under  the  command  of  gover- 
nor Harrison  ; and  the  orders  or  authority  vested 
in  governor  Harrison  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  under  which  the  expedition  is  car- 
ried on 

I have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  information  ro- 
ceived  by  this  department,  relative  to  the  subjects 
of  inquiry,  is  in  the  correspondence  of  the  gover- 
nors of  the  Michigan,  Indiana  and  Illinois  territo- 
ries, and  of  other  officers  and  agents  of  government 
on  the  northern  and  western  frontier,  extracts  from 
which,  embracing  the  objects  of  inquiry  of  the 
honorable  committee,  together  with  the  memorials 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  terri- 
tories, are  herewith  transmitted. 

On  the  information  and  representation  qf  facts 
therein  contained,  the  4th  r,egiroent  of  infantry, 
with  one  company  of  riflemen,  under  the  coipmand 
of  colonel  Bovd,  were  ordered  from  Pittsburg  to 
Vincennes,  subject  to  the  further  orders  of  gover- 
nor Harrison,  who  was  authorised,  with  this  force 
and  such  additional  number  of  companies  from  the 
militia  as  should  be  deemed  necessary,  to  establish 
a new  post  on  the  Wabash,  and  to  march  against, 
and  disperse,  the  armed  combination  under  the 
Prophet. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

W.  EUSTIS. 

lion.  Samuel  APKcc,  chairman  of  a committee , 

Home  of  Representatives. 

(t6  be  continued.) 

Law  Case. 

In  the  matter  of  Amasa  Roode. — On  Habeas  Corpus. 

The  prisoner  claims  to  be  discharged  under  the 
23d  section  of  the  act  of  congress  of  March  16th, 
1812,  which  enacts, 

“That  no  non-commissioned  pfficer,  musician, or 
“ private  shall  be  arrested,  or  subjeet  to  arrest,  or  to 
“be  taken  in  execution  for  any  debt,  under  the  suni 
“of  20  dollars  contracted  before  enlistment,-  nor  for 
“ any  debt  contracted  after  enlistment.” 

It  appears  that  the  prisoner  is  confined  in  the  pri 
son  of  Albany  county  on  mesne  process  issuing  out 
of  the  common  pleas  of  the  said  county,  at  the  suit 
of  John  Shepherd,  for  a debt  of  twenty  eight  dollars 
and  fifty  vents.  The  facts  in  tips  case,  as  disclosed  on 
the  return  of  the  habeas  corpus,  being  made  to  me 
(of  which  the  plaintiff  by  my  order  had  previous 
written  notice,  and  attended  accordingly)  appear  to 
be  as  follows  : — 

The  prisoner  is  a private, $ aly  enlisted  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  army— ^ 'before  his  enlistment  fle. was  in- 
debted to  three,  several  persons  in  small  sums,  nei- 
ther of  which  amounted  to  twenty  dollars,  but  which 
in  the  aggregate  exceeded  that  amount— -after  his 
enlistment  the  prisoner  was  induced  to  give  his  note 
to  each  or  those  three  persons  for  the  sums  he  respec- 
tively owed  them,  which  not,-,  came  to  the  pl.in- 
.tiff’s  (Shepherd's)  hands  by  purchase  or  assignment j 
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and  being  negociable,  the  pi  lintlff  consolidated  them 
in  one  suit — and  on  this  suit  the  prisoneyis  at  pre- 
sent in  custody.  « 

A ones'  ion  is  now  made,  whether  this  demand  of 
Shepherd’s  is  to  be  considered  as  a debt  contracted 
before  or  afier  the  enlistment? 

Technically  speaking,  the  cause  of  action  in  this 
case  accrued  to  Shepherd  after  the  enlistment,  and 
it  tkedcbU s to  be  assimilated  to  the  cause  at  action, 
then  no  doubt'  cam  remain  that  this  demand  was 
contracted  after  enli-tment,  certainly  before  the  en- 
listment Shephe  d teas  not  a creditor — his  right  as 
endorser  arose  subsequently,  and  the  very  form  oi 
declaring  by  endorser  against  drawer  allcdges  a 
promise  017  assumption  (the  basis  of  the  action)  by  the 
defendant  to  the  plaintiff  afier  the  notes  were  as- 
signed or  endorsed — hence,  upon  a strict  applies 
lion  of  legal  principles,  the  relation,  of  debtor  and 
creditor  did  not  exist  between  the  parties  until  after 
(enlistment. 

In  this  case  I am  inclined  to  adopt  these  princi 
pies  : by  it,  full  effect  is  given  to  the  act  of  congress, 
which  ought  to  receive  a favorable  construction,  as 
being  made  for  the  support  and  defence  oi  tire  coun- 
try—this  too  will  prevent  a volunteer  creditor  ft  om 
interposing  his  claims  between  the  government  and 
its  military  force,  and  will  prevent  fiaudulent  or 
color  fble  purchase  of  debts,  being  made  with  a view 
eii  her  t o har  rass  the  soldier  or  to  diminish  the  nation- 
al strength. 

1 am  clearly  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  pri- 
soner, under  the  particular  circumstances  of  this 
case,  comes  within  the  operation  of  the  act  of  con- 
gress, and  must  be  discharged  from  imprisonment. 

J.  V.  N.  YATES, 
Recorder  of  Albany. 

April  30'^,  1812 — The  prisoner  was  accordingly 
discharged  from  prison  and  delivered  over  to  his 
commanding  officer. 


Paul  Jones. 

( Continued  from  page  278. ) 

As  there  was  only  a twenty  gun  ship  arid  two  cut- 
ters in  Leith  Road  1 deemed  it  practicable  to  lay 
those  two  places  under  contribution.  1 had  indeed 
110  other  foice  to  .exec* 1 te  this  project,  than  the 
Richard,  the  Pallas,  and  the  Vengeance  ; but  1 well 
knew,  that,  in  order  to  perform  a brilliant  action, 
it  is  not  always  necessary  to  possess  great  means.  I 
therefore  held  out  the  piospect  of  great  booty  to 
the  captains  under  my  command  , and,  as  to  myself, 
I vyas  satisfied  with  the  idea  of  making  a diversion 
ijn  favor  of  the  count  D’Oi  viiliefs,  who  was  then  m 
the  channel.  ‘ -i 

4 I now  distributed  red  clothes  to  my  men,  and 
put  some  of  them  on  board  the  prizes,  So  as  to  give. 

the  appearance  of  transports  lull  of  troops. 
Ail  the  necessary  arrangements  were  also  taken  to 
carry  the  enterprise  into  execution  : but,  about  a 
quarter  o£  an  hour  before  the  descent  was  to  have 
been  made,  a sudden  tempest  arose,  and  diuve  me 
but  of  thp  Forth,  or  Edinburgh  Frith,  and  so  via 
lent  was  the  slorrruthat  one  of  my  piizes  was  lost. 

This  did  not.  however,  deter  me,  not  withstand 
ing  the  smallness  of  mv  forces,  from  forming  dif- 
ferent enterprises.^  a similar  nature  : but  I could 
not  induce  the  captains  of  the  Pallas  and  Vengeance 
to  second  my  views,  I was  therefore  obliged  to  con 


tem  myself  by  spreading  alarm  on  the  coast,  and 
destroying  the  shipping,  which  1 did  as  far  as  Hull. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  September,  while 
I was  cruising  in  the  latitude  of  Flamborough  Head, 
which  1 had  appointed  as  a place  of  rendezvous  for 
ray  little  squadron,  and  where  i hoped  to  be  rejoin- 
ed by  the  Alliance  and  Le  Cerf , and  also  to  fall  in 
with  the  Baltic  fleet ; this  convoy  accordingly  ap- 
peared, at  a time  when  1 had  been  abandoned  by 
several  of  my  consorts,  had  lout  two  boats,  with 
their  ciews;  who  had  run  away  on  the  coast  of  Ire- 
land, and  when  a third,  with  eighteen  men  on  board, 
was  in  chase  of  a merchantman  to  the  windward, 
leaving  me  with  a scanty  crew,  and  only  a single 
lieutenant  qnd  some  inferior  officers,  on  board. 

It  was  about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  that 
the  Baltic  fleet  appeared  in  view  ; I then  happened 
to  have  the  wind  of  it,  and  was  about  two  leagues 
distantfrom  the  coa  t of  England.  I learned  from 
mv  prisoners,  that  the  convoy  was  escorted  by  the 
Serapis,  a new  vessel,  that  could  mount  fifty  six 
'guns  but -then  carried  onlv  forty  tour,  on  two  decks, 
the  lower  battery  carrying  eighteen  -pounders,  and 
the  Countess  of  Scarborough,  a new  twenty -two 
gun  ship. 

We  were  no  sooner  descried  than  the  armed 
vessels  stood  out  t*  sea,  while  the  trade  took  refuge 
under  the  cannon  of  Scarborough  Castle. 

As  there  was  but  little  wind,  I could  not  come  up 
with  the  enemy  before  night.  The  moon  did  not 
rise  until  eight,  and  at  the  close  of  day  the  Serapis 
and  Countess  of  Scarborough  tacked  and  stood  in 
for  the  fortress.  ] was  lucky  enough  to  discover 
this  inancevre  by  means  of  my  night  glass,  without 
which  I should  have  remained  in  ignorance  of  it. On 
this  l immediately  altered  my  course  six  points,  with 
a view  of  cutting  off  the  enemy  ; which  was  no 
sooner  perceived  by  the  Pallas, than  it  was  supposed 
my  crew  had  mutinied,  which  induced  her  captain 
to  haul  his  wind,  and  stand  out  to  sea' while  the  Alli- 
ance, lay  o,  to  windward,  at  a considerable  distance* 
and,  as  the  captain  of  this.  vess-.  I had  never  paid  any 
attention  whatever  to  the  signals  of  the  Richard 
since  her  leaving  France,  I was  obliged  to  run  all 
risks  arid  enter  into  action  with  the  Richard  only,  to 
prevent  the  enemy’s  escape. 

I accordingly  began  the  engagement  at  7 o’clock 
at  night,  within  pistol  shot  of  the  Serapis,  and  sus- 
tained the  brunt  of  it  for  nearly  a whole  hour  at  that 
distance,  exposed,  not  only  to  her  fire,  but  also  to 
that  oi  the  Coonte  s of  Scarborough,  which  raked 
the  Richard,  by  means  ol  the  broadsides  she  fired 
into  her  stern. 

It  ought  to  he  here  remarked,  that  the  Richard, 
properly  speaking,  was  onlv  a thirty  -four-gun  fri- 
gete,.  carrying  only  twelve  pounders  f but  six  eigh- 
teen-pounders had  been  placed  in  the  gun  room,  in 
‘fca.-e  of  being  obliged  to  recur  to  a cannonade  in  an 
enemy’s  harbor.  The  sea  being  very  calm  during 
the  engagement,  I hoped- to  be  able  to  derive  gieal 
advantage  from  this  circumstance  ; but  instead  of 
this,  they  burst  at  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
and  the  o!'f.cers  and  men  ported  at  this  service,  and 
who  were  selected  as  the  best  of  the  whole  crew, 
where  either  killed,  wounded,  or  affrighted  to  such 
a degree,  that  none  ©f  them  were  of  any  service 
during  the  rest  of  'he  engagement. 

In  this  unfortunate  extremity,  having  to  contend 
with  three  times  my  own  strength,  the  Richard  be- 
ing in  imminent  danger  of  going  to  the  bottom,  and 
her  guns  being  no  longer  in  a condition  to  returq 
tne  enemy’s  five,  I had  recourse  to  a dangerous  ex- 
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pedient,  to  grapple  with  the  Serapis,  in  order,  on 
the  otto  (<and,  to  render  her  superiority  useless, and, 
on  the  other  to  cover  ourselves  from  the  fire  of  her 
Consort.  This  mancevi  esucceeded  most  admirably, 
and  I fastened  the  Serapis,  with  my  own  hands  to 
the  Richard.  On  this,  the  captain  of  the  Countess 
of  Scarborough,  who  was  a natur  al' son  of  the  duke 
cf  Northumberland,  conducted  himself  like  a man 
©f  sense,  and  from  that  moment  ceased  to  fire  upon, 
us,  well  knowing  that  lie  must  at  the  same  time  da 
mage  the  Sgrapis. 

That  vessel  being  to  windward  at  the  moment  we 
had  grappled,  instantly  dropped  her  anchor,  hoping 
by  tins  to  disengage  herself  from  us  ; but  this  did 
not  answer  her  expectations,  and  the  engagement, 
from  that  moment,  consisted  of  the  discharge  b( 
great  guns,  swivels,  musquetry,  and  grenades. — 
The  English,  at  first,  testified  a desire  to  board  the 
Richard,  but  they  no  sooner  saw  tire  danger  than 
they  desisted.  7 he  enemy  however,  possessed  the 
advantage  of  their  two  batteries,  betides  the  guns 
cn  their  forecastle  and  quarter-deck,  while  our  can- 
non was  either  burst  or  abandoned,  except  four 
j leces  on  the  forecastle,  which  were  also  relinquish- 
ed during  some  minutes.  Mr.  Mease,  the  officer 
who  commanded  these  guns,  had  been  dangerously 
wounded  on  the  head,  and  having,  at  that  period, 
no  greater  object  to  occupy  my  attention,  I myself  j 
took  his  po6t.  A few  sailors  came  to  my  assistance 
of  their  own  accord,  and  served  the  two  guns  next! 
to  the  enemy  with  surprising  courage  and  address.! 
A short  time  after  this,  1 received  sufficient  assist- 
ance to  be  able  to  remove  one  of  the  forecastle  guns 
from  the  opposite  side;  but  we  had  not  strength 
sufficient  to  remove  the  other,  so  that  we  couidon 
ly  bring  three  guns  to  bear  upon  the  enemy  during 
the  remainder  of  the  action. 

7'he  moon,  which,  as  1 have  already  observed, 
rose  at  eight,  beheld  the  two  vessels  surrounded  by 
flame,  in  consequence  of  the  explosion  of  the  can- 
non. It  so  happened  at  this  period,  that  the  main- 
mast of  the  Serapis,  which  was  painted  yeliow,  ap 
peared  extremely  distinct,  so  as  to  form  an  excel- 
lent mark  ; on  this,  1 pointed  one  of  my  guns  at 
it,  taking  care  to  ram  home  the  shot.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  two  other  pieces  were  admirably  served" 

against  the and  swept  its  forecastle,  by  means 

of  an  oblique  fire,  7'hetojps  also  seconded  us  brave- 
ly, by  means  of  rnusquetry  and  swivels,  and  also 
threw  a multitude  of^grenades  so  as  greatly  to  an- 
noy the  enemy.  By  these  means  they  were  driven 
from  their,  quarters,  notwithstanding  their  supe 
riority  in  point  of  men  and  artillery. 

The  captain  of  the  Serapis,  after  consulting  with 
bis  officers,  resolved  to  strike  ; but  an  unlucky  ac 
cident,  which  occurred  on  hoard  the  Richard,  pre- 
vented this  : a bullet  having  destroyed  one  of  oui 
pumps,  the  car  penter  was  seized  with  a panic,  and 
told  the  gunner,  and  another  petty  officer,  that  we 
were  sinking.  Some  one  observed  at  the  same 
time,  that  both  I and  the  lieutenant  w’ere  killed  ; 
in  consequence  cf  which  the  gunner,  considering 
himself  as  commanding  officer,  ran  instantly  to  the 
quarter  deck,  in  order  to  haul  down  the  American 
colours,  which  he  would  have  actually  hauled 
down,  had  not  the  flagstaff  been  carried  away  at 
the  tune  the  Richard  grappled  with  the  Serapis. 

The  captain,  on  hearing  the  gunner  express  his 
wishes  to  surrender,  in  consequent  of  his  sup 
posing  that  we  were  sinking,  in-tantly  addressed 
himself  to  me,  and  exclaimed,  “Do  you  ask  fo1 
quarter  ? — Do  you  ask  for  quarter  ?”  I was  so  oc 
cupied,  at  this  period,  in  serving  the  three  pieces 
pf  cannon  on  the  forecastle,  that  I remained  totally 


ignoiantof  what  had  occurred  on  deck  ; I replied, 
however,  “1  do  not  dream  of  surrendering,  butj 
am  determined  lo  make  vou  strike!” 

7’he  English  commander,  however,  conceived 
some  faint  hopes,  in  consequence  of  what  had  bee;i 
said,  that  the  Richaid  was  actually  sinking;  but 
when-  he  perceived  that  her  fire  did  not  diminish,  he 
immediately  ordered  his  men  from  the  forecastle, 
where  they  were  too  much  exposed,  and  stationed 
them  below,  where  they  kept  up  such  a tremendous 
discharge  against  the  Richaid,  that  it  at  once  indi- 
cated vengeance  and  despair, 

Jt  has  already  been  observed,  that  wlicn  I com- 
menced the  action,  the  Pallas  was  at  a great  dis- 
tance l*>  windward,-  while  the  Alliance  lay  to  in  the 
same  position.-  When  the  captain  of  the  fprmer 
perceived  that  the  engagement  took  place,  he  spoke 
to  his  consort  ; but  they  lost  a great  deal  of  time, 
and  it  was  not  until  now,  that  they  came  within 
gun  shot  of  the  Countess  of  Scarborough,  and  a 
kind  of  running  fight  took  place  between  the  latter 
and  the  PufiaS.  7’he  Alliance  followed  them,  and, 
on  passing  us,  fired  a broadside,  which,  as  we  were 
closed v engaged  with  the  enemy,  did  no  more  harm 
to  them  than  to  us. 

The  battle  still  continued  with  uncommon  ardor 

between  us  and  the  enemy,  whose or 

burned,  and  her  main-mast  cut  .away,  by  degrees, 
by  our  bullets  ; while  the  heavier  metal  of  the 
Serapis  drove  in  one  of  the  sides  of  my  ship,  and 
met  with  little  or  no  resistance.  In  short,  our 
helm  was  rendered  useless,  and  the  poop  was  only 
supported  by  an  old  and  shattered  piece  of  timber, 
which  alone  prevented  it  from  giving  way. 

At  length,  after  a short  engagement,  the  Coun- 
tess of  Scarborough  surrendered  to  the  Pallas  ; it 
was  then  that  the  captain  of  the  latter  asked  the 
commander  of  the  Alliance,  whether  he  would 
take  charge  of  the  prize,  or  sail  and  give  succor  to 
the  commodore?”  On  this,  the  Alliance  began  to 
stand  backwards  and  forwards  under  her  topsails, 
until,  having  got  to  the  windward,  she  came  ilowh, 
and  discharged  a second  broadside  against  the  fore- 
part of  the  Serapis,  and  the  hind  part  of  the  Rich- 
ard. On  this  I and  several  other  persons  begged 
for  God’s  sake,  that  they  would  cease  firing,  and 
send  a few  men  on  hoard  of  us  : but  he  disobeyed, 
and  fired  another  broadside  as  he  passed  along; 
after  which  he  kept  at  a most  respectful  distance, 
and  took  great  care  not  to  expose  himself  during  the 
remainder  <?f  the  action,  without  receiving  a single 
shot,  or  having  a man  wounded  during  the  whole 
engagement. 

Tire  idea  that  we  were  sinking  had  taken  such 
possession  of  the  armourer’s  mind,  that  he  actually 
opened  the  scuttles,  and  made  all  the  prisoners,  to 
the  number  of  a hundred,  sally  forth,  in  opposi- 
tion to  mv  reiterated  orders.  7’his  event  might 
have  proved  fatal,  had  I not  taken  advantage  of 
their  affright  to  station  them  at  the  pumps,  where 
they  displayed  surprising  zeal,  appearing  actually 
to  forget  their  captivity  ; for  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  their  going  on  board  the  Serapis  ; or,  it  was 
in  their  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  engagement  in 
an  instant,  by  either  killing  me,  or  throwing  me  into 
the  sea. 

As  our  three  quarter  deck  guns  continued  to 
play,  without  interruption,  on  the  enemy,  raked 
her  hinder  parts,  and  damaged  her  mast  in  such  a 
manner,  that  ir.  was  only  supported  from  falling  by 
the  yards  of  our  ship,  while  the  tops  poured  in  a 
continual  di=charge  ; the  fire  of  the  English  began 
to  deaden  in  such  a manner  as  to  bereave  them  qf 
all  hope  of  success. 
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A circumstance,  however,  Occurred,  that  conti i 
buted  not  a little  to  the  victory  of  the  Richard  : this 
was  the  extraordinary  intrepidity  and  presence  of 
mind  of  a Scotch  sailor,  posted  in  the  main-top;  this 
'brave  fellow,  of  his  own  accord,  seized  a lighted 
match,  and  a basket  of  hand-grenades,  with  which 
he  advanced  along  the  main-yard,  until  he  had  ar- 
rived exactly  above  the  enemy’s  deck.  As  the  flames 
of  their  parapets  and  Shrouds,  added  to  the  light  of 
the  moon,  enabled  him  to  distinguish  objects,  the 
moment  he  perceived  two  or  three  persons  assem 
bled  together,  he  instantly  discharged  a hand  gre- 
nade among  them  ; he  had  even  address  enough  to 
drop  several  through  their  scuttles,  and  one  of  them 
set  fire  to  the  cartridge  of  an  eighteen  pounder  be- 
longing to  the  lower  deck,  the  discharge  of  which 
scorched  several  of  the  crew. 

On  this,  the  captain  of  the  Serapis  came  upon 
the  quarter-deck,  lowered  his  flag  and  asked  for 
quarter,  at  the  very  moment  his  main-mast  had 
fallen  into  the  sea.  He  then  came  on  board  with 
his  officers,  and  presented  me  with  bis  sword. 
While  this  was  transacting,  eight  or  ten  men  be 
longing  to  the  Richard  seized  on  the  Serapis’s  shal- 
lop,which  had  been  at  anchor  during  the  engage- 
meti-,  and  made  off. 

(TO  BE  CONTI  MU  ED.) 


French  Decree. 

At  the  palace  of  St.  Cloud,  on  the  4th  of  May, 
1812,  Napoleon,  emperor  of  the  French,  king  of 
Italy,  &c.  &c. 

We  having  caused  an  account  to  be  given  us  of 
(he  state  of  provisions  throughout  our  empire, 
have  satisfied  out  selves  that  the  remaining  grain 
forms  a mass  not  only  sufficient,  but  more  than 
necessary  to  our  wants — nevertheless,  that  general 
proportion  between  the  consumption  and  resources, 
can  only  be  established  throughout  every  depart 
inent  of  the  empire,  by  means  of  circulation  ; and 
this  circulation  becomes  less  rapid,  when  precau 
tion  induces  the  consumer  to  make  anticipated  and 
superabundant  purchases — whilst  the  cultivator 
comes  more  slowly  to  the  markets — whilst  the 
merchant  defers  selling,  and  the  capitalist  employs 
all  his  funds  in  purchases,  which  he  warehouses 
and  keeps,  in  order  to  enhance  the  price.  These 
calculations  of  personal  interests — legitimate  when 
they  do  not  put  to  hazard  the  subsistence  of  the 
people,  and  give  corn  a value  superior  to  its  real 
worth,  according  to  the  state  of  the  crop  through 
out  all  the  empire — must  be  forbidden  when  they 
give  grain  a price  fictitious,  and  out  of  all  propor- 
tion to  the  price  to  Which  the  article  should  rise, 
according  to  its  real  worth,  joined  to  the  charges 
of  conveyance,  and  the  legitimate  profits. 

Wherefore,  desirous  to  provide  by  measures  pro- 
per to  give  to  circulation  all  its  activity,  and  to  the 
departments  which  suffer  want,  security,  upon  the 
report  of  our  minister  of  manufactures  and  com- 
merce, and  with  the  advice  of  our  council  of  state, 
we  have  decreed,  and  do  decree  as  follows  : 

SECTION  I. 

Of  the  circulation  of  grain  and  flour. 

Art.  1. — The  free  circulation  of  grain  and  flour 
*vill  be  protected  in  all  the  departments  of  our  em- 
pire— we  command  all  the  civil  and  military  author- 
ities to  assist  it,  And  all  the  officers  of  police  and 
justice  to  repress  all  opposition — to  denounce,  pro 
secuteor  cause  to  be  prosecuted,  those  guilty-of  it, 
before  our  councils  'and  tribunals. 

2.  Every  individual,  merchant,  commissioner, 
qX  other,  who  shall  make  purchase  qf  grain  or 


flour  at  market,  to  provision  the  departments  whieh 
may  require  it,  shall  be  bound  to  do  it  publicly, 
and  after  having  made  a declaration  of  it  to  the 
prefect  or  sub  prefect. 

SECTION  II. 

Of  the  supp/ymg  the  markets. 

8.  It  is  forbidden  to  all  our  subjects,  of  whatever 
class  or  condition  they  may  be,  to  make  any  pur- 
chase or  provision  of  grain  or  flour  to  keep  or  ware- 
house, or  make  an  object  of  speculation. 

4.  Consequently  allthose  individuals  having  grain 
or  flour  in  store,  will  be  bound,  1st.  To  declare  to 
the  prefects  or  sub-prefects,  the  quantities  possessed 
by  them,  and  the  places  to  which  they  are  deposited, 
2d.  To  bring  to  the  halls  and  markets  which  shall 
be  pointed  out  to  them  by  the  said  prefects  or  under 
prefects,  the  quantities  necessary  to  keep  them  suf- 
ficiently supplied. 

5.  Every  farmer,  cultivator,  or  proprietor,  pos- 
sessing grain,  shall  be  obliged  to  make  similar  de- 
clarations, and  likewise  to  equally  submit  to  insure 
the  provisioning  the  markets  when  it  shall  be  re- 
quired of  them. 

6.  Farmers  who  have  stipulated  .to  pay  their 
rents  in  kind,  shall  make  a declaration  to  that  effect, 
ai*d  prove  it  by  producing  their  leases — >in  this  case, 
upon  the  quantity  they  shall  be  obliged  to  bring  to 
the  markets  for  their  supply  a proportionate  quota 
shall  be  on  account  of  the  lessors,  and  the  former 
will  pay  them  in  money,  according  to  the  market 
price. 

7.  Proprietor*  who  receive  the  rents  of  farms  in 
kind,  can  compel  their  farmers,  inhabiting  the  said 
committee,  to  take  such  grain  to  market  on  receiv- 
ing a fair  remuneration,  if  they  are  not  bound  to  do 
it  by  their  leases. 

SECTION  III. 

8.  All  grain  and  flour  shall  be  carried  to  the 
markets  established  for  that  purpose,  and  it  is  for- 
bidden, either  to  buy  or  sell  them,  except  in  the 
said  ‘markets. 

9.  The  inhabitants  and  bakers  shall  alone,  for  the 
first  hour  be  allowed  to  purchase  grain  for  their 
own  consumption.  The  commissioners  and  mer- 
chants who  come  to  the  market,  after  having  con- 
formed to  the  2d  article  of  the  present  decree,  can- 
not make  purchases  until  after  the  first  hour. 

10.  Our  ministers  are  charged  with  the  execution 
of  the  present  . decree,  which  will  only  be  in  force 
to  the  first  of  September  next. 

It  shall  be  inserted  in  the  bulletin  of  laws. 
(Signed)  NAPOLEON. 


Military  Notices. 

The  first  prisoner  of  war,  is  capt.  Wilkinson  of 
the  British  marines,  taken  at  Norfolk,  with  the 
declaration  of  war  in  his  pocket,  from  whence  he 
was  endeavoring  to  make  his  escape. 

The  revenue  cutter  atNorfolk  has  captured  a va- 
luable British  ship  from  Jamaica. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Oneida,  on  lake  Ontario,  liad  seiz- 
ed a British  merchantman,  suspected  of  an  inten- 
tion to  violate  the  non-importation  law,  and  sent  her 
into  port  for  examination,  where  we  hope  she  may 
be  detained  until  the  declaration  of  war  arrives 
there. 

It  is  a memorable  circumstance,  that  the  act  of 
congress  declaring  war  against  Great  Britain  was 
passed  on  the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker’s 
Hill,  which  was  fought  on  the  17th  of  June,  1775. 

The  regular  troops  in  Canada  are  said  to.  amount 
to  10,000— the  chief  of  whom  are  stationed  at 
Quebec. 
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A line  of  telegraphs  is  now  erecting  by  order  of 
government,  between  the  highlands  of  New-Jersey 
and  the  Navy-yard  at  New- York. 

Fourteen  acres  of  land  have  been  purchased  at 
Pittsfield  (Mas.)  to  erect  thereon  barracks  for  trhe 
troops,  with  an  hospital,  &.c.  Two  thousand  stand 
of  ai  ms,  with  camp  kettles,  clothing,  &.c.  fo  the 
Northern  army  arrived  at  that  place  on  the  17th  ult. 
Considerble  bodies  of  recruits  were  expected. 

In  the  first  brigade  of  the  14th  division  of  Penn- 
sylvania militia — ( Washington  county)  a draft  was 
made  to  reduce  the  quota  required  from  the  volun 
teers  that  offered.  The  quota  is  organized  andrea 
dy  to  march. 

< The  Philadelphia  legion,  consisting  of500  uniform- 
ed and  well  disciplined  infantry,  have  unanimously 
offered  their  services  to  the  governor  of  Pcnnsylva 
nia,  as  part  of  the  state’s  quota. 

The  merchants  of  Philadelphia  having  it  under 
consideration  to  build  a ship  of  war,  and  loan  her 
to  the  United  States,  have  appointed  a committee  to 
receive  subscriptions  for  that  purpose.  The  first 
person  applied  to  was  Mr.  Jacob  Gerard  Koch, 
a gentleman  who  has  underwritten  largely,  and  is 
jpersonally  deeply  interested  in  the  return  of  many 
vessels  now  at  sea.  What  think  you  was  the  an- 
swer of  this  right  worthy  citizen  ? Why  truly  he 
subscribed  five  thousarid  dollars,  and  then  said 
**  This  1 subscribe  as  a gift,  but  if  it  is  intended  to 
“ loan  the  ship,  I will  build  u ship  of  war  myself  for 
**  the  government .” 

The  following  British  armed  vessels,  according 
to  Steele’s  List  for  April,  1812,  are  on  the  Halifax 
and  Newfoundland  station — 

ON  THE  HALIFAX  STATION. 

Africa,  admiral  Sawyer,  of  64  guns  ; Eolus,  Lord 
Towmsend,  32  ; Atalante,  Hickey,  18  ; Belvidere, 
Byron,  36  ; Bream,  Browne,  14  ; Chub,  Innes, 
4 ; Cuttle,  Patterson,  4 ; Emulous,  Mulcaster,  18  ; 

Fierre, , 4;  Guerrier,  Davies,  38 ; Goree,  Byng, 

18;  schr.  Hunter,  — ; Juniper,  Vassal,  8; 

Lyna,  18 ; Paz,  Pring,  10  ; Recruit,  Senhouse,  18  ; 
Spartan,  Brenton,  38  ; Shannon,  Brooke,  38  ; So- 
mers, Dickens,  10  ; Tartarus,  Pasco,  20  ; Centu- 
rion, receiving  ship,  50. 

At  Newfoundland. — Hazard,  Corksley,  18; 
Alert, , 26. 

LIST  OF  AMERICAN  FRIGATES,  &.C.  &C. 

Hated.  Mounting.  Employed. 
Constitution,  . . 44  . . 58  Capt.  Hull 

United  States,  . . 44  . . 58  Decatur 

President,  . 44  . .58  Com.  Rodgers 

Chesapeake,  . . 36  . 44  Ordinary 

New- York,  . . 36  . . 44  do. 

Constellation,  . 36  , . . 44  do. 

Congress,  . 36  . . 44  Capt.  Smith 

Boston,  . . . 32  . . Ordinary 

E^sex,  . . 32  , . Capt.  Porter 

Adams,  . , . 32  . . Ordinary 

CORVETTE. 

John  Adams,  . . 26  . Capt.  Ludlow 

ships  or  WAR 

Wasp,  . ...  If,  . . 18  Capt.  Jones 

Hornet,  . . . 16  . .18  Lawrence 

JGRIGS. 

Siren,  . . . 16  . . . Lt.  Carroll 

Argus,  , . 16  Crane 

Oneida,  . .16  . . Woolsey 


BOMBS. 

Vengeance,  j 

Spitfire,  : 

JElna,  r ' Ordinary 

Vesuvius,  j 

Governor  Meigs  and  captain  Wells,  have  had  con- 
ferences with  the  Wyandots,  Shawanese  and  Min- 
goes — and  the  Pultawitimies,  Eel  River  iV^iamics, 
VVeas,  Winegaboes,  Kickapoos,  &,c. — at  which  the. 
prospect  of  peace  in  the  western  country  was  con- 
siderably brightened — a friendly  disposition  being 
manifested,  in  general. 

The  spirit  of  vol  nteering  is  up  in  North  Care 
lina,  and  that  state  will  dq  its  duty 

Col.  Brearley  arrived  at  New  York  afew  days  ago, 
and  took  command  of  the  troops  and  fortification** 
at  the  Narrows,  with  506  men.  The  New  Yorkers 
now  appear  to  feel  pretty  confident  in  their  ability 
to  resist  any  probable  attack- 

The  . guns  at  Foit  M‘ Henry  are  mounted,  and 
every  preparation  made  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
war.  Its  vicinity  to  Baltimore  will  always  insure 
an  adequate  supply  of  men.  The  state  Jthe  works 
is  honorable  to  the  government,  and  to  the  officers 
who  have  the  care  of  them. 

A company  of  light  artillery  raised  at  Lancaster, 
Pen.  match  for  the  northward  a few  days  since, 
completely  equipped. 

A great  many  stout  privateers  will  sail  from  the 
United  States  in  a few  days,  some  are  out  already. 

American. — Somelime  ago  the  “ First  Baltimore 
troop”  of  cavalry  dissolved  itself  on  account  of  an 
alleged  grievance  in  the  appointment  of  certain  offi- 
cers by  the  executive  of  Maryland,  under  the  new’ 
law.  In  honor  of  their  late  conduct,  and  in  perpC - 
tuam  rei  memoriam,  we  give  place  to  the  following, 
with  simply  observing,  that  a large  number,  if  no‘. 
a majority  of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  this  troop, 
are  politically  known  as  “federalists:” 

The  members  of  the  late  “ First  Baltimore  Troop 
of  Light  Dragoons,”  at  a meeting  held  at  Gadsby’s 
tavern  25th  June,  1812,  taking  into  consideration 
the  present  state  of  the  nation,  and  conceiving  it 
necessary  at  this  momentous  crisis  to  overlook  all 
past  grievances,  and  to  re-organise  themselves,  that 
they  may  unite  w-ith  their  fellow'  citizens  in  vindi- 
cating the  violated  rights  of  their  country,  its  honor 
and  its  dignity  : 

Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of  the  declaration 
of  War  against  Threat  Br  itain  and  her  dependencies, 
it  has  thereby  become  the  duty  of  every  American 
to  aid  and  assist  to  the  utmost  of  his  povFer  and 
ability,  in  bringing  the  w’ar  to  an  honorable  and 
successful  issue : we  therefore  do  hereby  in  pursu- 
ance of  principles  and  feelings,  which  v.  e trust  ani- 
mate every  American  bosom,  unanimously  agree  to 
re  organise  ourselves  as  “ The  First  Baltimore 
Troop  of  Light  Dragoons,”  under  its  former  bye- 
laws and  regulations,  and  in  that  and  every  Other 
capacity  to  render  to  the  government  every  support 
in  our  powrer,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  conflict  in. 
which  it  is  now  engaged. 

Bv  order, 

LLOYD  N.  ROGERS,  Sec’ry. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  art  officer  in  the  U.  5.  army 
to  the  editor  of  the  Montgomery  ( N.  Y.)  Me  nit  Sr  y 
dated. 


schooners. 

Vi*?n,  - 12  . . Lt.  Gadsen 

Nautilus,  . 12  Sinclair 

Enterprise,  . . 12  . . Blakelev 

V’Per.  • 12  . Baiubridge. 

UO.gun  boats.  20  at  N.  Orleans— Capt.  Shaw. 


C h amplain,  June  13,  1812. 

“ The  legislature  of  Canada  have  lately  passed  a 
law,  to  raise  an  army  by  way  of  draft  or  conscrip- 
tion from  the  militia  composed  of  unmarried  men 
from  the  age  of  18  to  30  years,  the  drafted  arc  not 
allowed  to  procure  substitutes,  but  to  be  embodied 
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immediately  fortwo  years,  without  respect  to  per 
jons  or  property;  which  causes  great  uneasiness 
ameng  his  majesty  John  Bull's  most  loyal  subjects. 

“ Bv  a respectible  gentleman  direct  from  Mon  1 
treal,  i learn  that  about  forty  miles  above  .Montreal 
a body  of  men  have  collected  together  composed  of 
about  four  hundred,  with  a determination  not  to 
comply  with  the  above  mentioned  law,  but  !o  resist 
to  the  last  extremity:  that  on  the- arrival  of  this 
news  at  Montreal  the  king's  attorney  had  issued  his 
warrants  and  sent  a Bailift  to  apprehend  certain  ol 
the  ringleaders  ; he  being  -more  pt indent  than 
courageous  did  not  venture  within  eight  or  ten 
miles  oft  be  main  body,  where  he  found  one  of  the 
unfortunate  rebels,  and  confined  him  in  Montreal 
goal. — Since  writing  the  above  by  a gentleman  from 
the  same  place,  1 learn,  that  abou  -twenty  league 
below  Montreal,  four  Parishes  had  arose  en  masse 
with  a resolution  they  would  not  take  up  arms  to 
support  tyranny,  that  one  of  the  principle  ringlead 
ers  was  put  under  arrest,  the  inhabitants  by  way  e! 
committee  made  known  to  the  civil  officers  that  ii 
the  prisoner  was  confined"  tlitv  were  determined  to 
level  the  wall  of  the  goal  to  the  ground.  The  priests 
having  interfered  to  have  the  commonality  comply 
with  the  law,  but  of  no  avail ; they  were  lesolved 
not  to  wear  red  coats  to  please  his  nniesty 

There  a:  e daily  numbers  o-'  yoiyng  men  comirt  " 
into  the  states  from  the  province  to  tyade  the  law.” 


Treasury  Notes, 

To  meet  an  possible  exlgen  y from  a trnn  ient- 
failure  of  adequate  supplies  to  carry  on  the  war 
against  an  inveterate  and  unprincipled  enemy,  it 
has  been  resolved  to  issue  certain  notes  .from  the 
treasury  department,  to  the  amount  of  about  five 
millions  of  dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  5 and  2-3 
percent,  per  annum,  equal  to  1 and  1-2  cents  per 
i lay  upon  every  note  of  $ 100 — w.»ich  note-;  at  e to 
become  payable  at  the  treasury  one  year  after  the 
date  of  their  respective  issues,  and  in  the  mean 
time  are  receivable  (with  the  interest  that  may  have 
accumulated"  upon  than)  in  all  payments  to  be 
made  to  the  United'  States. 

This  plan  appears  the  most  eligible  that  could 
possibly  have  been  adopted,  as  it  will  mutually  ac 
commodate  the  government  and  the  people,  and  be 
advantageous  to  both.  Yet  attempts  rue  making 
(what,  will  not  the  enemy  attempt?;  to  depreciate 
the  value  of  this  intended  emission,  by  compa  ing 
jt  with  the  old  “ continental  money”  &c.  The  piti 
ful  design  will  not  avail — !or  though  treasury  notes 
to  the  value  office  millions  may  ssue,  ’he  probabili- 
ty is  that  a ten  tbousanth  part  of  the  population  o. 
(he  United  States  will  never  see  one  of  them. — 
The  whole  will  be  locked  up  in  the  vaults  of  the 
banks,  or  snugly  put  away  by  individuals  as  soon  as 
they  appear  ; because  they  will  be  convertible  into 
current  money  (specie  or  bank  notes  ■,  at  a.  moment’s 
notice,  and  have  a constantly  increasing  value. 
The  um  to  be  issued  is  so  completely  within  the 
means  of  the  government,  that  these  notes  will 
a: nays  bear  a premium  equal  at  least  to  the  interest 
that  miy  have  accumulated  on  them.  The  city  o' 
A'en  YorJc.  of  itself,  in  the  course  of  one  year, 
would  con  'ume  the  whole  emission. 

The  proposed  operation  oftbese  notes  is  so  per- 
fect ly  understood  bv  the  trading  part  of  the  commu 
nifcv,  particularly  on  the  seaboard,  that  an  ex  pi  a 
nation  of  it  may  well  be  thought  superfluous.  B at 
as  bad  men  may  seize  upon  them  to  !>rm  the  :g  . 
porant  and  unsuspecting,  it  appears  right  we  should 


TREASURY  NOTES,  &C. 


oner  a few  selfevident  propositions,  to  shew  their 
folly  and  wickedness. 

A person  seccives  of  the  United-  States  $ 1 0,000 
in  treasury  notes— ifhe  ha.-»  n,o  use  for  the  money 
for  ten  days,  he  lays  them  bv  ip  his  desk  for.  that 
time — the  interest,  in  the  interim,  amounts  to  *15; 
he  then  carries  them  to  a bank  and  deposjtes  them 
as  other  monies,  lor  §10,015;  or  exchanges  them 
with  any  friend  or  neighbor  .(and  in  our  sea- pur  ts  he 
can  always  find  such  i who  has  duties  to  pay,  for 
hat  amount.  Thus  the  money  is  never  idle — “it 
work*  night  and  day,”  in  the  language  oi  the  nu>- 
np.y, lenders,  and  ts  constantly  accumulating.  The 
banks  will  be  glad  to  receive  these  notes  in  exchange 
tpr  their  own  ; the  advantage  i-»  on  their  Vide,  a-^  toe 
treasury  notes  bear  a daily  interest  and  their  ow  n 
bear  none  at  all  If  the  stock  should  rise  to  a great- 
er amount  than  a bank  may  think  it  advisable  to 
keep,  w hich  can  hardly  be  possible,  they  are  im- 
mediately conver  tible  into  any  kind  of  money  desir- 
ed •.  'or  the  banks. always  have  customers  who  will 
use  thent  in  payment  of  bonds  due-the  United  States 
for  duties,  &c.  They  are  thus  better  as  depc,si‘s 
than  specie-— gold  and  silver;  for  gold  and  silver 
lie  dormant  in  the  vault — whereas  the  treasury  notes 
will  be  an  active  oapral.  every  hour  becoming  more 
and  more  valuable,  and  as  fully  competent  to 
all  the  purposes  of  the  banks  as  specie,  because 
thev  will  produce  it. 

From  these  brief  remarks  it  will  appear  evident, 
that  treasury  notes,  the  moment  they  are  issued, 
will  be  hoarded  up  by  the  banks,  if 'they  can  get 
them  : and  that  very  few  of  us  will  be  alarmed  with 
the  sight  of  one  unless  we  seek  it  as  a matter  of 
curiosity. 


The  Orders  in  Council. 

A gentleman  who  has  had  some  opportunity  of 
forming  a pretty  correct  opinion  of  the  fact  informs 
r-,  that  Messrs  Duvont  and  company , near  Wil- 
mington, Delaware,  are  manufacturing  WOOLEN 
‘goods  to  the  value  of  from  150  to  200,000$  per  an- 
num. The  adjacent  country  is  filled  with  sheep  ; 
wool  becoming  one  of, the  staples  of  the  farmer. — - 
Ben' years  hence  we  may  send  bread  cloths  to  En- 
gland 11  her  government  will  perrtiit  us,  or  at  least, 
supply' her  manufactures  with  the  Merino  wool. ha\> 
ing  enough  for  ourselves  and  to  spare;  for  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  he  sheep 'ratherimppove  than  depreciate 
with  us.  The  stock  it  increasing  with  unheard  pf 
rapidity. 


I , 

American  property  in  G.  Britain. 

The  following  is  one  of  the  permanent  articles  of 
of  thp  freatv  between  t‘he  United  States  and  Great 
Brit  in  , made  in  the  vear  179i— 

Articlc  X.  Neither  the  debts  due  from  indivi- 
duals of  the  one  nation  to  individuals  of  the  other, 
nor  shares,  nor  monies  winch  ihev  may  have  in  the 
public  funds,  or  in  the  public  or  private  banks,  shall 
ever  in  any  event  of  war  or  national  difference  be 
seque-tred  or  confiscated,  it  being  unjust  and  im- 
politic that  debts  and  engagements  contracted  and 
made  by  individuals,  having  confidence  in  each 
other  and  in  their  respective  governments,  should 
ever  be  destroyed  or  impaired  hv  national  authority, 
on  account  of  national  differences  and  discontents. 

This  article  was  introduced  by  the  British  minis- 
ter. to  secure  his  countrymen  from  the  fear  of  se- 
Iqueslration  and  confis^aUorj  in  case  of  a rupture 
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between  the  two  countries  ; for  England  was  al  t the  subject  was  such  as  required  the  immediate  in- 
wavs  the  creditor  of  the  United  Slates  to  a vast  terposition  of  congress.  It  would  be  found  by  an 
amount  .Bui  the  tables  have  turned,  and  England  examination  of  the  naturalization  laws,  that  alter 
is  the  debtor  lor,  perhaps,  one  hundred  millions  oil  the  declination  of  war  against  Great  Biitain  the 
dollars.  What  was  a defence  for  England  has  be  | courts  were  prohibited  from  naturalizing  any  fo- 
come  a shield  for  the  United  S'ates.  jreigners  although  they  might  have  registered  their 

[names  and  resided  in  the  country  during  the  pro- 
| bationary  term  required  by  law.  To  these  pel  sons 
jit  appealed  the  government  was  pledged,  and  the 

[The  extreme  * pressure  of  matter  has  compiled  ”Uio.n..b,?.ween.  ,he  lw0  cou,u,i” 


Twelfth  Congress. 


us  again  to  notice  the  proceedings  of  congress  as ,\ 
briefly  as  possible  consistent  with  what  is  due  to  our 
work  as  a reference — 


. jdid  not  lessen  the  obligation  the  government  was 
under  to  redeem  that  pledge  and  admit  those  per- 
j sons  to  the  rights  of  citizens.  It  would  moreover 


...  ..  ,,  .,  i -•  • • *u_  be  recollected  that  by  the  state  laws  those  persons 

I he  folio  wing  are  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  senate  . -7  ...  , * . 


on  the  final  passage  of  lire  bill  authorising  the  Wu  J vo,unteers  or 

mg  or  treasury  notes — - 
For  the  bill,  Messrs.  Anderson, 

(of  Ten.)'  Condit,  Crawford 
Gregg,  Howell,  Laiobtrq-Li 


j were  made  subject  to  perform  military  duly,  and 
other  w ise,  they  would  com- 
ami  perhaps,  while  in  this 
as  traitors  by 

government.  rs o appr ehen-ion  of  danger 


iinat  a?  vuiuiitccih  or  uincnvise,  uiev 

•son.  Bibb,  Bradley,  Brent,  Campbell, ! Pose  a Part  «•  °"r  ^my  ; and  perhaps’',  ' 
1,  Cans,  Fraiviiin,  Gaillard,  tiiles,|  situation,  might  be  taken  and  punished 
.ib,  Itevdi  Smith  ot  their  government.  No  anprchcn-ior 


Yorii,  Tail,  Tavlor,  Turner,  Vanmin,  Worthington— 23.  ,,ij  u 1 

Against  'the  bill,  Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Oilman,  Good-  COUld  be  entertained  by  th  li  admission  to  the  rights 


rich,  Hunter,  Liojd,  Pope— if. 


of  citizens.  They  vvete  most  of  them  strongly  at- 


In  the  proceeding*  ol  the  hou  e of  representative*?  j tached  to  our  government,  and  sought  this  country 
Thursday  the  25th  ulL.  (see J»st  number,  page  2t>8),  as  aa  avium  from  oppression,  &.c.  He  was  by 


the  resoi  -tion  offered  y Mr. Richardson  for  instruct 
ing  a select  committee  to  report  a bill  to  repeal  the 
non  importation  act,  &.c.  is  noticed — the  jollpwing 
are  the  yeas  and  nays  oft  that  resolution — T- 
YEAS. — Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Bacon,  Baker,  Bleecker,  Breck- 
enrklge,  Brigham,  Calhoun,  Carr,  Champion,  Cix  ves,  Chittenden, 
Cooke,  Davenport.  Davis,  Dinsfrioor,  Elv,Hmoit,  Fisk,. Pitch,  Gliol- 
son,  GoW,Goklsboroiigli,  Gray,  Grumly,  Harper,  Hawes,  Jackson,! 
Kent, Key,  Law,  Lewis,  Maxwell,  M‘Brviie.  M‘Kee,  Milnor, Morrow, 
Mostly,  Pearson,  Pitkin,' Picasar.ts,'Pb(ter,€lmncy,  Randolph,  Rich- 
ardson, Riddel),  Itodiuan,  Sievk-r,  SlieiFev,  J.  Smith,  Smuart, 
Strong’,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tracy,  Vail  Cortlandt,  Wheaton,  White, 
Widgery,  Wilson— 60. 

NAYS. — Messrs.  Anderstin’,  Bibb,  Blackledge,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Harwell,  Butler,  Clay,  Clopton,  Condit,.  Crawford,  Cults,  Dawson, 
Desha,  Earle,  Findley,  Franklin,  Goodwyn,  Green',  B.  Hall.  O. 


these  considerations  induced  to  offer  the  following 
resolution  : 

llesolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  na- 
turalization laws  of  the  United  States  as  to  adrrjit 
to  the  rights  of  citizenship,  such  aliens  as. have  em- 
igrated from  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  her  dependencies  to  the  United 
States  or  her  territories  previous  to  the  18th  day 
of  June,  1812,  and  that  the  committee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  . was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  La* 


Stanford,  Stow,  Troup,  Punier,  Wiiitekill,  Williams,  Winn, 
Wright — 6Q.  >,<•••'  ; * 

The  speaker,  as  before,  observed,  voted  against 
the  resolution,  and  it  was  lost.  The  house  sat  with 
closed  doors  a part  of  Thursday. 

On  Friday,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a resolution 
having  for  its  object,  the  postponement  of  all  the  bills 
for  raising  an  internal  revenue  until  the  nextse^rsion 
r — which  by  the  letter  Horn  Mr.  Gallatin  ,J*ee 
page  193)  it  appears  may  be  d no  yvi  hout  d.  trim  nt 
to.. -the  public  service;  on  which  principle,,  it  seems, 
the  matter  was  decided,  in  order  to  hasten  the.close 
of  the  present  sitting,  which  has  lasted  nearly  eight 
months — on  this  motion  the  veas  ami  nays  were-p 
.YEAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Bacon^Bihb,  Blackledge-1 
Bi’eckenndge.Brigiiam.BrAWif.BuU  t,  Carr.  Champion,  Chittenden, 
M.  Ciav,  Cocb rail,  Cioptoii, Condit,  kruwlbrd,  Cutis,  Davis,  Df-shi1- 
Dinsmoor, Earle,  1 inJf.y,  Fisk,Franklio  Goodwyn,  Gray,  Green, 
Grundy,  O.  Hall,  Harper,  Hyneman,  Johnson,  Kent.  King,  Law, 
Lef..vcr,  Lewis,  Little,  Lyl Maxwell.  Moor*,.  M*Coy,  APKlnij 
Mitchjll,  Morgan,  MoiTow.Newy  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Rhea,  Roberts.  Iloilutan,  Sagy.  Server,  Sovvt,  Shaw,  Sniilie,  Stan- 
ford, Strdng,  T.'lli  iferro,  Traev,  Troupe  Turner,  Wheaton,  White* 
hill.  Widgery,  Wilson,  WS’mi,  Wright — 72. 

N AYS.—  \iessr-.. -Archer,  Baker,  Bigelow,  Bleecker,  Boyd,  Bur* 
vi  ell,  Calhoun,  Cheves,  Cook,  Davenport,  Dawson,  Ek , K nott, 
Fitch,  Ghqlson,  Gold,  Giildshorougli,  B.  Hull,.  HaWcs,  Hul'ty, 
Key,  Lecock,  Lowndes,  Macon,  MHiryde,  Nelson,  N whold,  Pear- 
son, Pitkins,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Quincy,  Randolph,  Richardson, 
Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sammons,  Seyhcrt,  Shelley,  J*  Smith, 
Stewart,  Shaw,  Sturges,  Van  Cortland,  White — 16. 

The  doors  of  the  house  were  then  closed  for  a 
short  time  in  consequence  of  a message  from  the 
senate  ; and  being  again  opened,  on  motion  of  Rlr. 
Randolph,  the  doors  were  again  closed  and  oo  re 
mained  until  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn  men$. 

NATURALIZATION  LAW. 

Saturday,  June  27. 

Mr.  haycock  said  that  he  should  not  offer  any 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  hoiv-e  at  thi- 
late,  stage  of  th<?  session,  had  he  not  been  convinced 


sing  the  issuing  treasury  notes  was  read  and  con- 
ciiired  in.  • 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  ofThe 
whole,  Mr.  BrttrkenridgC'in  the  'chair,  ' on  the  hill 
to  prohibit  the  exportation  of'  naval  and  military 
stofes,  arms,  ami  the  'munitions  of  war,  "and  pro- 
visions to  Canada,  and  certain  other  British  pro- 
vinces,'anil  for* other  purposes. 

After  'some  time,  thei'bill  was4  reported  with 
amendments,  which  were  concurred  in  by  the 
hone.  ■ ' 

On  motion  be- Mr  WiJliamc,  this  bill  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table:  and  likewise  on  his  motion,  the 
the  committee.cn  commerce  and  manufactures  were 
.discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
resolution  a few  days  ago  submitted  by  him  relative 
cp  importation  and  exportation. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  just  laid  on  the  table  ; and 

A motion  was  made  by  MY.  Williams*  to  amend 
.he  said  bill  by  adding  theieto  a new  section  as 
oliows  : 

“ And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after 
ihe  fiot  dav  of  October  next,  no  good*,  wares,  or 
merchandize,  ~ hali  be  admitted  to,  or  exported  from 
the  ynited  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  except 
in  vessels  owned  wholly  by  a cilizan  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States.” 

This  amendment  was  negatived,  91  votes  to  15. — 
Those  who  voted  for  the  bill  were  Messrs.  Black- 
ledge,  M Clay,  Crawford,  Cults,  Green,  1»  Hall, 
King,  Little,  Macon,  Nelson,-  Potter,  Seaver, 
Shaw,  Whitehall,  D.  R.  Williams— 15. 

On  motion  of  Mr  M’Kim,  the  said  bill  was 
then  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  foieign 
relations.  And  the  house  adjourned. 
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Munauij , June  29. 

Mr.  Lacock  reported  a bill  in  puisuance  oi  the 
.resolution  submit' eu  uy  him  ana  ag.eea  to  on  Sa- 
turday last,  ior  amending  the  natu* alization  laws 
ol  the  L; niteti  btutes  ; which  was  twice  read  ana 
poinruitted. 

Mi.  Calhoun,  from  the  cps^mittee  of  foreignrela- 
■tions,  reported  without  amendment,  the  pul  pro- 
hibiting Lae  exppitatioa  oi  eeitam  articles  daring 
the  continuance  ol  the  war. 

Mr.  Newton  moved  trie  following  as  an  addition- 
al section  to  the  bill : 

“ 4n$.  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  ship  or  vessel 
ajd.mitte.ci  by  the. filth  section  oi  this  act  to  enter  any 
port  or  place  within  tne  juii-.diction  of  the  United 
States,  shall  import  into  the  United  S ates  any 
goods,  wai'es  or  merchandize,  unless  thesame  shall 
sbe  tire  produce  oi  the  country  to  which  the  said 
vessel  belongs.” 

■This  amendment  was  objected  to  as  denying  to 
-jneutrals  those  rights  whieh  we,  wmlst  in  Lhatcha 
racter,  had  strenuously  insisted  on,  and  as  there- 
fore exhibiting  an  inconsistency  of  conauot  not 
suited1  to  a great  nation  contending  for  its  rights. 
Mr.  Newtpn  replica,  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
■civilized  world  had  so  materially  changed  as  to  de- 
stroy the  force  of  this  argument  altogether. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  proposed  a- 
jnendaient  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  ne 
gative. 

For  the  amendment  31 

Against  59 

,And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  engrossing 
ttie  bill  for  a third  reading,  and  carried. 

For  engrossment  46 

Against  it  41 

The  seriate  having  adhered  to  their  amendment 
^.tp  the  bill  for. /ajsing  four,  additional  companies  of 
rdngersj,  whiph  amendment  goes  to  reduce  the 
number  to  pne  company,  &,c.  the  house  took  it 
up,  , but  laid  it  on  the  .table  for  the  present,  with^ 
epu;  deciding,  thereon. 

The  engrossed  bills  authorising  transfers  of 
stuck  of  the  United  , States.,  &.c.  the  bill  to  com 
pensate  the  president  of  the  senate  acting  as  the 
vice-president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  Wilkinson,  were  severally  read 
a third  time  and  passed. 

Tuesday,  June  30. — The  house  agreed  to  the 
amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  for  raising 
four  additional  companies  of  rangers. 

The  house  refused  to  take  up  Mr.  Wright’s  bill 
respecting  American  seamen,  48  to  24.  [It  is  not 
probable  it  will  be  again  taken  up  at  this  session.] 

The  engrossed  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
certain  military  stores,  &,c.  to  Canada,  was  read 
, tiie  third  time. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  its  postponement  to  the  first 
Monday  in  November  next,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  unnecessary,  because  the  state  of  war  of  itself 
precluded  such  exportation;  and  on  the  ground  that 
it  went  to  violate  existing  treaties.  The  question 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows  : 

For  postponement  . . . 44 

Against  it  . t ...  44 

The  speaker  declared  himself  against  the  post- 
ponement ; and 

The  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
-^after  debate  thereon. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill;  and  there  were 


For  the  bill &tj 

Against  the  bill  ...  .52 

So  the  bill  was  rejected, 

Mr.  Harper,  from  the  committee  of  foreign  rela 
tions,  after  leave  given,  introduced  the  following 
bill  : 

Be  it  enacted,  8yC.  That  the  proviso  contained  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  act  re- 
specting alien  enemies,”  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight, 
which  proviso'  is  in  the  following  words  : “ Provid- 
ed, That  aliens  resident  within  the  United  States 
who  shall  become  liable  as  enemies,  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  and  who  shall  not  be  chargeable  with 
actual  hostility,  or  other  crime  against  the  public 
safety/  shall  be  allowed,  lor  the  recovery,  disposal 
and  removal  of.  their  goods  and  effects,  and  for  their 
departure,  the  full  time  which  is  or  shall  be  stipu- 
lated by  any  treaty,  where  any  shall  have  been  be- 
tween the  United  States  add  the  hostile  nation  or 
government,  of  which  they  shall  be  natives,  citi- 
zens, denizens  or  subjects  ; and  where  no  such 
treaty  shall  have  existed,  the  president  of  the  United 
States  may  ascertain  and  declare  such  reasonable 
time  aS  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  safety, 
and  according  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  na- 
tional hospitality,”  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  re- 
pealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted , That  where 
there  shall  be  no  existing  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  such  hostile  nation  or  government,  the 
president  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
authorised  to  ascertain  and  declare  such  reasonable 
time  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  safety^ 
and  according  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  na- 
tional hospitality,  for  the  recovery,  disposal  and  re- 
moval of  the  goods  and  effects  of  such  alien  ene- 
mies, and  for  their  departure  from  the  United 
States. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

VOLUNTEER  FORCE. 

The  following  message^  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United1  States  : 

To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

With  a view  the  better  to  adapt  to  the  public  ser- 
vice the  volunteer  force  contemplated  by  the  act 
passed  on  the  third  day  6f  February,  I recommend 
to,the  consideratibn  of  coHgress  the  expediency  of 
making  the  requisite  provision  for  the  officers 
thereof  being  commissioned  b}>’  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. 

Considering  the  distribution  of  the  military  force 
of  the  United  States  required  by  the  circumstances 
of  our  country,  I recommend  also  to  the  considera- 
tion of  congress  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  number  of  general 
officers,  and  of  deputies  in  the  adjutant’s,  quarter 
master’s,  inspector’s,  and  pay  master’s  departments 
of  the  army  ; and  for  the  employment  in  cases  of 
emergency  of  additional  engineers. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

June  oOth,  1812. 

The  said  message  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  senate  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  each  house  to  request  the  president  to 
cause  to  be  proclaimed  a day  of  humiliation  and 
prayer,  was  taken  up,  read  three  times  and  passed* 
without  material  opposition. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  July  l.— Mr.  Turner,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  subject,  made  a report  of  business  thought  by  the  committee 
necessary  to  lie  acted  on  previous  to  adjournment ; and  also  a re- 
solution authorising  the  adjou  rnment  of  congress  on  Monday ‘the 
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«th  day  of  July  instant,  which  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to  with- 
out opposition.  . _ _ . . 

Mr.  Turner,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a bill  fixing  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  congress  (viz.  the  1st  Monday  in  No- 
vember next)  which  was  twice  read  and  ordered  to  a third  reading 
to-day.  It  was  subsequently  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  O.  Hall,  who  yesterday  voted  against  the  bill  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  military  stores  to  Canada,  which  bill  was  rejected, 
moved  a reconsideration  of  that  question. 

After  some  discussion,  the  question  on  re-consideration  was  ta- 
ken by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

For  consideration 53 

Against  it  .....  t • 38 

The  bill  being  thus  again  before  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Grundy,  it  was  re-committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cheves  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Desha  in  the  chair,  on  the-bfil  making  further 
appropriations  for  the  defence  of  the  maritime  frontier  af  th»  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  Cheves  read  a report  from  the  navy  department,  on  which 
the  naval  committee  had  predicated  certain  proposed  amendments 
Which  they  had  directed  to  move  to  this  bill.  He  then  moved 
sundry  amendments  making  further  appropriations  for  the  refitting 
vessels,  &c.  for  the  repair  of  vessels  damaged  in  action,  for  pur- 
chasing and  fitting  out  vessels  which  may  be  captured  from  the 
enemy,  &c. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  amendments  to  the  house. 

After  some  remarks  thereon,  the  first  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
and,  alter  some  intervening  remarks,  the  amendments  moved  were 
severally  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading 
on  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lacock,  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee Of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  naturaliza- 
tion laws  ; which  was  reported  to  the  house  without  objection. 

Mi*.  Cheves  then  moved  to  amend  die  section  allowing  persons  to 
be  naturalized,  by  adding  the  following  proviso : 

*•  Provided,  That  no  alien  enemy  shall  be  admitted  to  the  rights 
of  citizenship  who  shall  not  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  make  such  application  and  declaration  of  his  intention,  as, 
is  required  by  law.” 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ShefFey  moved  an  additional  proviso  to  the  bill,  going  to 
prevent  all  those  from  availing  themselves  of  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  who  have  resided  fire  years  in  this  country,  and  have  not 
yet  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens. 

This  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  respecting  alien  enemies' 
passed  through  a committee  of  the  whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ilidgely,  the  doors  of  the  house  were  closed, 
and  so  remained  till  about  4 o'clock,  when  they  were  opened,  and 
the  house  adjourned. 


The  Chronicle. 

” '*  BALTIMORE,  July  4.' 

This  day — this  glorious  day — the  anniversary  of 
nation’s  birth — the  jubilee  of  free  America,  will  be 
celebrated  with  uncommon  pomp  and  spirit  in  all 
parts  of  the  union.  In  this  city  ■party  has  become 
extinct,  or  rather  has  merged  into  a libera}  and  pa 
triotic  feeling— the  whole  population']Q\n\xiv  together, 
in  a common  body,  to  honor  the  occasion. 

The  bill  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  100  per 
centum  on  all  foreign  imported  goods,  has  become  a 
law. 

At  Xeres,in  Spain,  flour  is  reported  as  worth  45 
hard  dollars  per  barrel.  Many  persons  were  perish- 
ing with  famine. 

The  legislature  of  New-York,  at  its  last  session, 
incorporated  three  banks,  to  be  established  in  the 
chief  city — to  wit,  the  Bank  of  America,  with  a cap- 
ital of  six  millions  ; the  City  Bank,  with  two  mil- 
lions ; and  the  iFire  Bank  (or  a monied  association 
having  for  its  ostensible  object  the  manufacture  of 
wire)  with  $1,200,000. 

They  have  also  incorporated  a bank  at  Utica, 
with  a capital  of  one  million.  Total  increase  of 
banking  capital  the  present  year  10,200,000  dollars. 
In  1811  there  was  an  increase  of  4,500,000  dolls. 

“ Domestic  manufactures .” — At  this  time  we  deem 
it  a duty  to  give  a general  caution  to  cur  readers  in 
fegard  to  reports  put  into  circulation  with  a view’ 
to  weaken  the  hands  of  the  government,  or  discre 
dit  the  cause  in  the  which  we  are  embarked.  We, 
do  not  at  present  allude  to  any  particular  story  ; 


though  several  “ thumping  tales*’  a,re  afloat,  and1 
others  may  be  continually  expected,  originating  in 
a private  pique  against  individuals,  or  from  disaffec- 
tion to  the  United  States. 

In  12  months  the  United  States  send  to  Spain 
and  Portugal  to  supply  the  British  and  allied  armies, 

&c.  700,000  bbls.  flour.  The  editor  of  a British 
paper  makes  the  supply  hereafter  a matter  for  ‘ seri- 
ous consideration,’  having  heard  of  our  embargo. 
This  ‘ serious  consideration*  will  become  much 
more  serious  when  the  news  of  yvar  reaches  Eng- 
land; unless,  indeed,  the  British  ministry  should 
pursue  the  kind  policy  that  some  of  their frsendsin, 
the  United  States  have  already  proposed  to  adopt, 
which  is,  of  granting  licenses  to  American  vessels  to 
carry  provisions  to  these  countries,  provided  always^ 
nevertheless,,  the  government  and  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  generously  agree  to  nourish  their 
enemies,  and  prolong  the  war,  for  the  mere  pleasure 
of  fighting  ! 

On  the  5th  of  May,  Mr.  Rider  asked  leave  to  in- 
troduce a hill  into  the  British  parliament,  fpr  pun- 
ishing with  death,  all  persons  administering  or 
taking  unlawful  oaths.  Considerable  alarm  appears 
to  exist  from  certain  secret  associations — many 
thousands  are  said  to  be  bound  to  each  other  by 
the  following  oath  : 

“ I,  A.  B.  of  my  own  voluntary  will,  declare  and 
swear  never  to  disclose  the  names  of  the  persons 
who  compose  the  secret  committee,  or  by  describ- 
ing either  by  word  or  sign  their  persons,  features, 
clothes,  connections,  &c.  or  cause  them  to  be  disco- 
vered under  the  penalty  of  being  put  out  of  the  world 
by  the  first  brother  who  may  meet  me,  and  of  hav- 
ing my  name  and  character  ever  held  in  abhorence^ 

I swear  also  to  punish  with  death  any  traitors  to 
this  compact,  and  to  pursue  them  for  that  purpose, 
although  they  should  fly  to  the  verge  of  nature.” 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  assassination 
of  the  British  minister  Perceval  was  some  way 
connected  with  the  orders  in  council.  One  of  the 
witnesses  examined,  stated,  that  after  Bellingham 
had  shot  him,  he  exclaimed  “ so  much  for  the  or- 
ders in  council  !”  The  trial  of  this  man  wilt  he 
highly  interesting,  if  an  account  of  it  is  suffered  to 
come  fairly  before  the  public. 

Legislature  of  Massachusetts. — It  has  already  been 
stated'  that  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  this  state  are  of  different  political  complexions. 
The  senate,  without  debate,  has  passed  an  address 
to  the  people  in  support  of  the  war  against  Eng- 
land, and  ordered  10;GOQ  copies  to  be  printed. — 
The  house  have  adopted  an  address  of  an  opposite 
tendency.  Yeas  165,  nays  69— about  one-fourth 
of  the  members  being  prasent.  The  senate  agreed 
to  cade  to  the  United  States  jurisdiction  over  a tract 
of  land  at  Pittsfield,  to  erect  a military  hospital,  &c, 
as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  which  the  house  refused 
to  do.  There  will  also  be  a collision  when  they 
come  to  pass  a law  to  elect  electors  of  a president 
and  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
the  senate  will  doubtless  imitate  the  conduct  of  the 
senate  of  Pennsylvania  in  1798. 

‘‘  Glorious  news.” — We  have  satisfaction  to  be- 
lieve that  the  whole  of  Mexico,  save  the  citv  of 
Vera  Cruz , is  in  possession  of  the  patriots.  May. 
God  .prosper  their  cause,  and  expel  kings  and  their; 
adherents  from  every.regiou  of  the  new  work!  ! 

We  have  accounts  from  Spain  to  the  middle  of 
May,  nothing  of  importance  has  lately  occured. 
The  Spaniards  would  not  believe  in  our  embargo— 
70  American  vessels  were  at  Cadiz,  the  chief  part 
of  which  has  just  arrived.  Flour,  18  to  19  dollars 
hard  money. 
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Our  latest  dates  from  England  are  to  the  20th  o' f 
May— 1 ’he  only  things  wo  thy  of  notice  appeartole 
the  trial  and  execution  of  Bellingham,  for  the  assassi 
nation  of  Perceval, the  particulars  of  which  have  not 
yet  readied  us.  Lord  Liverpool'has  been  called'  to 
the  head  of  the  treasury*  and  Mr.  Vansittart  is  toact 
as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.1  Eail  Moira,  the 
marquis  WeliesTcjjl  “arid  Mr.  ‘Canning  Had  refused  to 
enter  into  any  arrangement  with  the  present  minis 
try. 

Aaron  Burr  is- said  to  have  arrived  at  Newbury- 
port  from  England,  and  to  have  been  10  days  incog. 
in  Boston.  We  should  keep  a sharp  look  out, 
ZferrVami  fJhhry*s  are  numerous. 

On  the  day  after  the  declaration  of  war,  Mr.  Co- 
zens, of  this  place,  left  here  express  for  Nort'  Or- 
leans, charged  With  despatches  for  the  author  ities" 
there.  We  hear  that  he  is  under-  engagements  to 
reach  that  place  in  twelve  days  ! Instance  about  fif- 
teen hundred  miles. — Nat.  Intel \ 

Resuscitation  of  Infants. — Doctor  Herbolt,  an  emi- 
nent accoucheur* and  surgeon  of  division  at  Copen- 
hagen., .has  made  the'jfo  11  owing  important  discovery. 
That  the  cause. of  apparent  death  in  still  born  chil 
dren,  is  their  having  Uhe  wind  pipe  filled  with  vva- 
ter.  -j  t ,g. 

•By  the  sfmple  process  of  placing  the  infant  in 
such  a position  as  to  procure  a gradual  and  total 
discharge  O'!’- the  water.  Dr.  Herbolt  has  had  the 
happiness  to  rescue,  in  the  proportion  or  12  out  of! 
13  of  the  innocents  fortunately;  submitted  to  his 
care. . 


will  receive  the  waters  of  the  great  canal  of  Otfreq, 
w ill  commence  at  the  east  end  of  the  village  of  Vi- 
lettc  and  terminate. at  the  Seine,  near  the  hamlet 
,f  Briche.  It  will  have  two  roads  for  towing,  each 
15  metres  in  breadth,  and  two  double  rows  of  tri  es. 
The  terrace  woi  k of  this  canal  will  be  finished  dur- 
ing the  year  1812. 

fnthe  vear  1809  the  population  of  the  department 
of  the  Maine  and  Loire  was  composed  of37G,113 
persons  ; in  ,182  1 , it  amounted  to  401 ,000,  not  com- 
piling 3124  military  persons  encamped. 

March  3. 

On  the  29th  January,  James  Schiffer,  laborer  at 
Glass  etr,  died  at  the  age  ot  109.  He  was  upwards 
of  50  years  a widower,  and  pursued  a very  active 
and  frugal  life.  At  the  age  of  100  years  he  yet 
threshed  grain  at  his  barn,  and  never  jyas  sick. — ■ 
He  preserved  his  intellects  sound  until  the  last  mo- 
ment. The  onlv  infirmity,  he  had  was,  alter  his 
100th  year,  the  loss  of  eye-sight. 

A serious  disaster  has  befallen  the  province  of  Mo- 
lise, in  Naples  ’ The  Bifano  and  several  other  ri- 
vers, swelled  by i the  heavy  rains,  overflowed  their 
banks.  The  water  rushed  down  from  the  moun- 
tains, arid  some  of  the  rivers  rose  40  or  50  feet 
above  their  usual  level.  The  town  of  Bojano  was 
entirely  kid  under  water,  and  so  crh caked  with  sand 
and  mud,  that  some  thousands  of  labourers  have 
been  employed -to  render  the  houses  habitable.  The 
province  of  Molise  is  mountainous,  but  Contains  se- 
veral fertile  and  populous  vallies,  which  now  pre- 
sent the  appearance  of  a desert. 


A great  scarcity  of  provisions  exist*  in  the- wind 
ward  West  India  islands^  (where  there  has  been  rain 
three  months*!'  The  state  of  the  people  is  represent- 
ed as  dreadful...  At  ..Bai  foabadoes, ■government  bills! 
were  selling  at.20  per  cent.bdow  par — -the  best  SU'J 
gar  at  4 .1-2  to  $5  per  cwt.  and  coffee  at  5 and  6 cts  ' 
per  lb.  " " 'I' 

„ Extract  of  a letter  from  the  post  master  in  Erie , to  u 
gentleman’  in  Ifdshingi'dn,  \ Pa.  j (fated } 

. . ItjSttiE,, ,May...25,:18'1.2t.  ,, 

“ This  day  .his  majesty’s,  ship  Q,i?een -Gharjotte, 
of  22  guns,  passed  this  place,. laden  with-  IN2JI  AI)iS,. 
Wiiat  their  intention  is,  we-  know  not, haye, 
many  conjectures.  We  understand , that  there  are 
about  l GOO  militia  at  Buflalae  aixd.  Levyistpvun,^^, 
York)  waiting,  until  war  is  declared,  .and  the  Iq7 
dians,  designed  for  an  attack  upop  them.”  /p 

Copenhagen,  February  17. 

One  of  on r journals  gives  the  following  details 
of  the  products  of  the  mines  in  Russia..  -They  an- 
nually produce  40  poods  of  gold,,  (a  pood  is  40  lbs 
French)  1250  poods  of  silver,  50,000  poods  of  lead. 
202,657  poods  of  copper,  9,722,776  woods  of  pig 
iron,  5,838,957  poods  of  bar  iron,  and  3,898  poods 
©f  vitro!.  The  crown  draws  from  the  working  of 
the  mines  an  annual  revenue  of  6,463,535  rubles. 

The  coarse  of  exchange  on  Hamburg  is  at  757 
per  cent. 

Eruangf.n,  February  13. 

They  reckon  in  the  kingdom  of  Bavaria,  2160 
leagues  of  magnificent  causeways,  28  leagues  of 
which  is  supported  by  high  and  thick  railing  ; 400 
bridges  over  the  most  rapid  rivers  of  Germany; 
more  than  12,000.  small  bridges  built  on  the  great 
highways  over  .rumiiiig  water,  and  all  in  the  best 
possible  condition.' 

Paris,  March  1. 

The.  works  of  the  navigable  canal  which  will 
cross  the  plain  of  St.  Denis,  begun  in  December 
1811,  are  in  great  operation.  This  canal  which 


Since,, the  bust  publication  we  have  been 
tantalized  with,  many  reports  of  an  engage- 
ment on  our  coast-A-We  are  stall  inclined  to 
beljeve  that  a battle  lias  taken  place  between 
com1.  Rodgers  and  the  Belvidere — -and  that 
the  rest  of  our  squadron  are  in  pursuit  of  the 
Jamaica  fleet.  Jo  was  thus  after  the  engage- 
ment betweeh-*th e*  Presiden  t aifd  Little  Belt , 
’that  we*  were  kepT.fer  eight  or  ten  days  in  sus- 
. pence.  ■-  * : ' : ■ ; d --  - v *1  ; y d - ■ ' - ' -y 

The  quantity  of  interesting  matter  which  these 
ev'eiYt'ful  times’ ‘St>  MbYijhd^htfy  futnhfh'  verifiers  it  no 
e&Sv  tdSk  to  yiakd  ouf  selections  y so  tn'ariy  things 
■presenting  lhTm‘se!ths'  and  Claiming  a precedence, 
as  well  from  their  own'  importance  as  from  the  vari- 
ous taste,  of  birr,  readers/' 

The  suiall  typfe' has  been  so  powerfully  protested 
agaiifsthy  many  of  our  friends,  that  we  leel  compel- 
led to  abandon  the  general  use  of  it  ; and  shall  ap- 
propriate it  hereafter,  except  on  an  emergency, 
to-  the  mere  record  of  things  that  ought  to  be 
contained  in  a work  of  this  kind,  but  which  it  is  by 
no  means  necessary  that  every  one  should  immedi- 
ately read,  eitherfor  profit  or  amusement,  lo  sup- 
ply this  deficiency,  and  also  increase  the  quantity 
of  matter,  the  extensive  list  of  patrons  ought  to 
have  enabled  the  editor  togrPtify  his  own  pride  and 
requite  his  friends,  bv  issuing  a supplement  everv 
two  or  three  vv.eeks,  (for  he  would  liberally  give  of 
bis  profits  to  improve  and  embellish  the  work)  hut 
— — see  page  285.  Nevertheless  the  eoifor  trusts 

that  a little  reflection  on  the  part  of  his  subscribers 
will  remove  the  embargo  laid  upon  his  design  to  be 
generous.  The  secret  journal  of  the  senate  is  post- 
onied,  from  its  very  great  length — wre  have  done 
this  the  more  readily  as  it  is  not  of  immediate  import* 
ance.  Several  articles  from  MS.  are  also  laid 
over. 
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Triumph  of  Principle. 

The’bifth  day  of  freedom  was  celebrated  in  Balti- 
more  with  great  splendor  and  unrivalled  harmony 
The  dawn  was  announced  by  nearly  two  hundred 
discharges  of  cannon,  from  detachments  of  the  va 
rious  volunteer  companies  appointed  to  that  duty, 


reg.  U.  S;  Infantry,  then  rose  and  pronounced  a 
abort  but  very  excellent  and  pertinent  oration  ; cal- 
culated to  fan  the  sacred  flame  of  liberty,  to  che- 
rish union,  promote  concord,  and  direct  the  energies 
of  the  people  to  maintain  the  sovereignty  ol  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States — and  defeat 
Lh.c  foe.  The  company  then  dispersed,  and  retired 


tney  left  their  homes  to  perform  the  duties,  or  take]  [t  j3  not  for  the  sake  of  detailing  Mm  that  we  havi. 
part  in  the  ceremonies  ot  the  day,  presaged  happi  [occupied  so  large  a space  in  our°  work,  but  to  dcs- 
ness  ; for  in  it,  as  in  a glass,  was  reflected  the.patri-jcr^)e  anc]  glve  effect  to  the  universal  fia.xjn.Gny  that 


ot  feelings  of  their  souls.  ^ The  old  rejoiced  tp  ob  [prevailed  among  ail  sects,  ranks  and  conditions  of 
serve  that  the  sensatH|s  (uey  felt  thirty-three  years  the  people— to  shew  the  general  zeal  manifested  for 
aS°_  had  not  lost  Lneir  exquisite  value  in  the  esti- 1 the  prosperity  of  our  beloved  country,  and  fie  fixed 
mation  of  their  children,  whose  eyes  sparkled  with  j determination  to  rally  round  the  law  as  the  anchor 
joy  : their  limbs  seemed  also  invigorated  with  a 0f  hope  and  pledge  of  felicity.  Party  discrimina- 


glorious  zeal,  able  and  willing  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  times  in  defence  of  their  heritage  ot  free 
dem  and  independence,  at  once  the  gift  of  God  and 
right  of  conquest.  It  was,  indeed,  a day  of  general 
jubilee. 

At  an  early  hour  the  regiments  of  artillery,  horse 
and  infantry,  with  the  rifle  corps  attached  thereto, 
were  under  arms.  This  elegant  brigade  of  volun- 
teers, completely  armed  and  equipped,  commanded 
by  general  Strieker , retired  a short  distance  from 
the  city,  and  performed,  with  great  accuracy  and 
precision,  their  evolutions  in  honor  of  the  day. — 
Being  dismissed,  they  re  assembled  as  citizens  in 
Market  street,  and  precisely  at  1 1 o’clock,  as  pre- 
viously arranged,  the  great  body  of  the  population 
ol  Baltimore  and  its  vicinity,  of  all  sects  and  classes, 
religious  or  political,  moved  in  procession  to  How 


tions  were  consolidated  into  a generous  American. 
feeling,  and  every  one  seemed  willing  to  make  a rea-. 
sonable  allowance  for  the  political  aberrations  of 
his  neighbor  from  what  he  himself  esteemed  ortho- 
dox points,  charitably  believing  that  their  object 
and  aim  was  the  same — to  wit , the  safety  of  the  re- 
public and  the  discomfiture  of  its  enemies.  We 
pretend  not  to  say  that  all  the  people  agreqd  as  to 
their  internal  concerns,  nor  perhaps  ought  they  to 
do  so — but  we  venture  to  assert,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  but  one  sentiment  prevailed  as  to 
the  exterior  relations  of  the  United  States.  The 
arrangements  made  by  the  general  committee  were 
eminently  calculated  to  bring  about  this  happy 
union,  and  the  patriot,  resident  in  any  part  of  otlr 
widely  extended  country,  let  him  he  called  by  what 
name  he  may,  will  rejoice  that  Coe  people  of  Balti- 
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ard’s  Park,  preceded  by  military  music;  to  witness  more>  the  whole  people  of  this  prosperous  city 
the  ceremonies  appointed  for  the  solemn  occasion,  and  neighborhood,  have  erected  a temple  to  Con- 
On  a concave  spot,shaded  trees,  from  whence  the \cord.  May  they  preserve  it  by  moderation  and 
ground  rose  gently  on  every  side  but  one,  a stage  justice,  sacred  and  inviolate  ! 


was  erected.  On  it  were  seated  several  distinguish- 
ed and  reverend  gentlemen,  with  the  mayor  of  the 
city  as  chairman  of  the  meeting.  Immediately  in 
front  of  the  stage  were  placed  the  members  of  the 
city  councils,  &c.  and  the  people,  as  in  an  immense 
amphitheatre,  covered  the  surrounding  space,  to 
the  amount  of  ten  thousand.  While  the  multitude 
was  arrang:ng  itself  into  order,  the  bands  played 
Yankee  doodle,  which  “good  old  tune  for  fun  or 


That  readers  at  a distance  may  duly  appreciate 
the  facts  as  here  stated,  we  are  reluctantly  compell- 
ed to  resort  to  the  party  phrases  of  the*  times*,  to 
enlighten  their  view  of  them.  It  is  notorious 
that  four-fifths  of  the  population  of  Baltimore  arc 
democrats  or  republicans — but  on  the  committee  of 
arrangement  were  eevera \ federal  gentlemen.  Thc 
Rev.  Mr.  Inglis  is  considered  a 3 a federalist , and 
Messrs.  Sterett  and  Winder  are  universally  aeknow- 


fighting”  was  greeted  by  three  most  hearty  and  ledged  as  such.  Further,  the  Washington  societrj , 
unanimous  cheers.  After  which  the  Rev.  Mr,  In-  wholly  composed  of  federalists,  by  an  unanimou 

resolve,  so  arranged  their  accustomed  exercises  as 


glis  offered  an  elegant  ana  appropriate  address  to 
the  throne  of  Grace,  as  well  adapted  to  the  peculiar 
situation  of  our  country,  as  to  the  general  wants 
and  dependence  of  the  people  on  the  Divine  Provi- 
dence lor  counsel  and  comfort — Samuel  Sterett , esq. 
then  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and 
James  A.  Buchanan, jCsq.  the  message  of  the  presi- 
dent setting  £5rth  the  causes  of  and  recommending 
war,  with  his  proclamation  declaring  war.  existed 
between  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  their  dependencies  and  the  United  States 
and  their  territories'— all  of  which  were 


to  give  the  members  ail  opportunity  to  join  the  ge  - 
neral procession,  which  they  did  ; and  the  oration, 
pronounced  before  them  by  Virgil  Maxcry,  esq.  is 
spoke-i  of,  by  republicans  who  heard  it,  as  excep- 
tionable1 in  its  matter  and  excellent  in  its  manner.. — . 
Putting  all  tlie.se  circumstances  together,  our  read- 
ers will  conclude  with  us.  that  a foreign  nation  has 
nothing  to  hope  for  from  the  party  divisions  of  the. 
people  of  Baltimore. 

It  may  also  be  stated,  that  the  convivial  meetings 


their  territories'— all  of  which  were  heartily  of  the  citizens,  which  were  uncommonly  tunne- 
led by  the  people.  Lt.  col.  Winde-\  of  the  H'h-rons,  were  as  rrtfch  mixed  as  th?  processien.  Their 
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toasts  and  sentiments  breathe  a general  language,, 
pure  as  that  of  the  ivhigs  of  the  revolution,  on  simi-  j 
lar  occasions  ; long  before  the  present  opposing; 
parties  took  their  rise,  and  all  were  known  as  ivhigs 
or  tories. 

Let  this  generous  feeling  prevail,  and  we  bid  de- 
fiance to  Europe  in  arms.  That  it  will  prevail  we 
cannot  permit  ourselves  to  doubt,  whatever  a few- 
desperate  and  unprincipled  partizans  may  say. — 
What  country  have  we  to  desire  but  this  ? What 
form  of  government  to  hope  for  better  calculated  to 
secure  our  happiness  than  theone  wepossess  ? If  we 
look  at  Europe,  and  behold  the  wants  and  oppres- 
sions of  its  population — see  the  rich  grinding  down 
the  face  of  the  poor,  and;rChepoor  in  a state  of  star- 
vation for  the  mere  necessaries  of  life  : and  then 
turn  our  eyes  to  the  general  ease  and  prosperity  of! 
the  people  of  the  United  Stages,  under  the  mildest 
government  in  the  world,  appointed  of  ourselves, 
and  acting  according  to  the  will  of  the  majority — 
shall  we  not  be  led  to  bless  the  Great  Bestower  of 
every  good  and  perfect  gift,  and  solemnly  resolve  to 
defend,  at  every  hazard  and  cost,  such  inestimable  ad- 
vantages ? Or  shall  we  become  traitors  to  ourselves, 
and  jeopardize  the  whole  by  squabbling  whether 
Madison,  Clinton  or  Pinkney  shall  be  our  chief  ma-' 
gistrate,  and,  according  to  the  constitution,  adminis- 
ter the  government  ? Our  first  and  great  business  is 
to  support  the  law  and  defeat  the  common  enemy 
—that  being  done,  we  will  quietly  proceed  to  cor- 
rect abuses  if  they  exist,  and  cleanse  the  body  poli- 
tic, if  corrupted — not  as  men  who  would  christianize 
the  world  with  fire  and  sword,  and  other  oppres- 
sions and  grievances,  to  be  found  in  all  the  canting 
hypocritical  church  establishments  of  the  old  world, 
but  as  brethren,  to  reason  together,  to  convince 
each  others  hearts  of  error  ; and  incline  them,  in 
virtue,  to  pursue  the  better  way.  Do  this  and  be 

INVINCIBLE. 

It  is  cause  of  sincere  congratulation  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  and  to  the  friends  of  liberty  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  to  discover  that  the  holy 
spirit  of  union  is  working  mightily  among  our  citi- 
zens. Party,  or  faction,  had  so  fairly  seized  on  the 
minds  of  some  that  they  could  not  shake  it  off  im- 
mediately. They  are  not  yet  enabled  fully  to  ap- 
preciate the  exact  situation  of  their  country , con- 
stitutionally, and  after  years  of  patience  and  for- 
bearance, involved  in  war  with  a foregn  nation , 
with  whom  they  have  had  such  intimate  connec- 
tion by  commerce  and  otherwise.  The  interests  of 
some  are  particularly  injured  by  the  war,  as  they 
must  be  in  any  event  of  the  kind;  and  they  are  dis- 
satisfied. But  when  the  whole  community  shall 
have  time  for  reflection,  the  great  body  of  the  peo 
pie  will  settle  down  into  a genuine  American  feeling 
■ — all  will  admit  that  there  are  abundant  causes  for 
War  with  Great  Britain,  and  resolve  by  unity  of  ac- 
ion  to  harrass  and  distress  the  foe  and  bring  him  to 
terms,  as  speedily 'as  possible.  In  the  mean  time 
let  the  majority  bear  patiently  with  the  honest  dif 
ferenc.es  of  opinion  of  their  brethren— between 
which  and  treason  there  is  a vast  distinction.  If  the 
gallant  Rodgers  shall  return  from  his  present  cruize 
al'ler  having  captured,  sunk  or  destroyed  50  or  60 
ships  Uf  the  enemy — or  the  brave  Hull  shall  break 
up  the  infernal  nests  at  rlmherstburg  and  Malden 
every  American  wil]  rejoice.  The  “tide  of  joy  'as 
well  as  of  sorrow)  will  flow  through  a common 
channel. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  in  this  city  the 
day  passed  over  without  even  an  accident  to  mar  it- 
pleasures  or  disturb  the  general  harmony! 


Oration 

Delivered  on  the  4th  of  July,  1812,  at  the  celebration  of  America* 
Independence,  in  Howard’s  Park,  (Baltimore)  by 

LIEUT.  COLONEL  Wm.  H.  WINDER. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  the  task  which  has 
now  devolved  on  me,  was  originally  assigned  to  an  \ 
orator*  whose  eloquence  can  adorn  the  most  exalted 
topics;  that  but  a few  days  have  been  allowed  to  j 
treat  a subject  that  might  fully  occupy  the  protract-  ( 
ed  efforts  of  the  most  vigorous  and  brilliant  imagi-  I 
nation  ; that  this  fragment  of  time  has  been  broken 
by  a multitude  of  pressing  avocations,  which  have  ] 
perpetually  solicited  my  attention  from  the  subject, 
it  will  readily  be  understood  that  I meet  my  situation 
with  the  most  unaffected  consciousness  of  incom-  j 
petence  to  equal  the  great  expectations  which  this  * 
occasion  must  excite. 

The  authors  of  the  ceremonies  of  this  day,  mov-  ’ 
ed  by  a pure  and  holy  patriotism,  have  become  the 
apostles  of  concord,  of  conciliation  They  have 
engaged  in  the  noble  work  of  assuaging  the  exacer- 
bated passions  of  political  partizans,  and  under  the 
influence  of  this  spirit  have  selected  me  as  oneofthe 
ministers  of  their  designs.  My1  confidence  springs 
from  their  choice — my  qualifications  from  the  un- 
feigned sincerity  in  which  I co-operate  with  their 
wishes.  * 

It  is  now  thirty-six  years  since  the  fathers  of  our 
nation,  stimulated  by  an  attempt  to  impose  upon 
them  the  bends  of  slavery,  declared  their  country 
free  and  independent.  The  tyrant  wielded  the  re-  | 
sources  of  a great  and  powerful  nation,  then  at  peace;  ] 
with  the  rest  of  the  world;  and  free  to  devote  its 
whole  powerto  crush  the  first  efforts  of  resistance.  | 
Our  country  was  then  trammelled  by  the  fetters  of 
various  governments,  all  flowing  from-  and  depen-  ! 
dent  on  the  will  of  our  oppressor.  It  presented  a 
thin  population  scattered  over  a vast  extent  of  ter- 
ritory— disunited  by  habits  and  local  circumstances, 
without  even  a name  as  a nation — without  revenue 
and  destitute  of  all  warlike  munitions  or  organized 
military  force. 

It  was  under  these  discouraging  circumstances 
that  our  memorabledeclaration  of  independence  was 

ushered  forth  to  the  world.'' Difficulties  which 

might  have  deterred,  and  dangers  which  might  have 
appalled  the  stoutest,  resolutions,  encompassed  their 
way  on  all  sides  ; but  animated  by  an  invogorating 
zeal  for  liberty,  they  boldly  resolved  to  surmount 
them — to  break  their  chains — or  perish  in  the  at- 
tempt, 

A band  of  heroes,  who  would  have  shed  new  lus- 
tre on  the  brightest  days  of  Roman  or  Grecian  his- 
tory, gathered  round  the  new  raised  banners  of 
their  country.  Under  a series  of  gloomy  and  dis- 
astrous events,  they  evinced  an  inflexible  fortitude 
united  with  the  most  active  courage.  Adversity  was 
made  to  yield  the  wholesome  fruit  of  experience, 
and  the  flowers  of  victory  were  engrafted  upon  the 
thorns  of  defeat.  Our  unjust  and,  infatuated  tyrant, 
who,  counting  on  our  imbecility,  had  despised  our 
manly  but  just  remonstrances,  was  vanquished — 
was  humbled  and  compelled  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  to  acknowledge,  as  the  legitimate  assertion 
of  our  rights,  that  declaration  which,  in  the  inso- 

* William  Pinkney,  esq.  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States,  was  originally  appointed  to  deliver 
the  oration — the  reading  of  the  declaration  ^>f  inde- 
pendence being  assigned  to  lieut.  col.  Winder  ; but 
unexpected  absence  from  the  city  prevented  Mr.  P.. 
from  complying  with  the  request  of  the  committee,, 
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jence  of  power,  had  been  branded  as  rebellious. — ,ism  from  them,  boldly  undertook  the  arduous  labor. 
Yes,  my  fellow  citizens,  the  result  of  that  glorious  All  the  anticipated  difficulties  and  many  not  foreseen 

were  successfully  encountered,  and  from  the  united 


struggle  was-}  that  you  have  the  proud  right  of  ce- 
lebrating this  day  as  the  anniversary  of  your  inde 
pendence  and  liberty.  But  for  the  magnanimous 
patriotism  of  the  sages  and  heroes  of  the  revolution, 
you  might  have  had  to  deplore  it  the  era  of  hopeless 
slavery. 

Our  wrongs  first,  our  dangers  afterwards,  had 
supplied  the  want  of  a regular  and  well  constituted 
government — our  patriotism  and  courage,  the  want, 
of  resources.  But  the  struggle  over,  the  danger 
passed,  the  frailty  of  our  nature  had  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  us.  Discontents,  jealousies,  resentment  for 
the  supposed  ingratitude  of  their  country  had  begun' 
to  swell  the  breasts  of  many  of  those  gallant  heroes 
who  had  in  the  field  so  nobly  vindicated  the  liberties 
and  avenged  the  wrongs  of  their  country.  .In  an 
111  fated  moment  they  seemed  ready  to  surrender  the 
rich  prize  of  their  victories  into  the  grasp  of  their 
vanquished,  exasperated  foe,  and  to  tarnish  the 
bright  mantle  of  glory  which  surrounded  them. 

At  this  awful  portentuous  moment.  Washing 
ton,  transcendant  among  heroos  and  patriots,  ap- 
peared again  to6ave  them — at  his  approach,  the  ge- 
nius of  discord  retired,  abashed  and  confounded  ; he 
renewed  fortitude  and  sustained  his  war-worn  com 
panions,  and  confirmed  them  in  the  resolution  to 
sacrifice  every  comfort,  to  suffer  every  distress  to 
complete  the  salvation  of  their  country.  Theiv  pri- 
vate grievances,  their  galling  discontents,  their 
heart  rending  anguish  from  supposed  ingratitude, 
were  all  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  their  country. 

Can  we  recollect  this  magnanimous  effort,  this 
glorious  surrender  of  irritated  feeling;  of  exaspera- 
ted passion — and  refuse  to  banish  from  our  bosoms 
the  intollerant  spirit  of  faction,  excited  from  no  per- 
son alinjuries,  springing  from  no  unrequited  scenes 
of  danger  and  suffering  ; 'but  arising  solely  from  a 
difference  of  opinion  upon  subjects,  about  which  the 
wisest  and  best  men  may  and  have  honestly  differed  ? 
No,  my  countrymen,  this  assemblage,  indiscrimi- 
nately composed  of  persons  of  all  parties,  uniting 
together  the  hail  the  return  of  this  auspicious  day, 
is  no  slight  evidence  that  the  spirit  of  the  fathers  ©f 
our  independence  has  descended  upon  us ; that  we 
Are  not  altogether  unworthy  of  them. 

But  this  is  hot  the  only,  perhaps  not  the  greatest 
instance  of  haananimity  in  the  sacrifice  of  private 
feeling,  of  party  animosity  and  rankling  passion,  to 
public  weal  which  the  short  history  of  our  country 
affords.  J J 

The  political  association  which,  under  the  sting 
of  injustice  and  the  pressure  of  danger,  served  to 
unite  us  together  and  conduct  us  through  the  revo- 
lution, was  found  insufficient,  when  those  extrinsic 
Causes  of  union  and  concert  were  removed. 

1 he  history  of  mankind  furnished  no  example  of 
a government  founded  upon  the  free  and  deliberate 
choice  of  a nation.  This  glory  was  reserved  for  our 
happy  country.  But  when  it  is  recollected  how  va- 
rious, how  extensive,  how  complicated  this  subject 
was  in  itself,  how  interwoven  with  the  motley,  he- 
terogeneous, conflicting  passions,  wants  and  losal 
diversities  of  this  extended  empire  ; how  easy  it  was 
for  vice  and  ambition,  without  danger  of  dctec 
tion,  to  assume  the  garb  of  virtue  and  patriotism, 
tne  formation  of  a government,  which  might  secure 
the  happiness  of  their  country,  presented  a task,  in 
the  accomplishment  of  which,  the  most  persevering 
vigor  might  despair.and  the  most  sagacious  intellect 
have  been  confounded.  The  heroes  and  statesmen 
of  the  revolution,  supported  by  some  of  their  young- 
er brethren,  who  had  caught  the  ftame  of  patriot- 


wisdom  of  as  hr right  a constellation  of  statesmen  as 
ever  acted  together,  sprang  our  present  unrivalled 
form  of  government.  This  government  was  the 
result,  not  of  the  profoundest  wisdom  only,  but 
of  the  most  disinterested  virtue  : political  animosi- 
ties, local  interests,  private  grievances,  state  con- 
sequence, favorite  systems  ; in  fine  the  most  pow- 
erful and  obstinate  passions  of  the  human  heart,  were 
all  surrendered  as  the  price  of  its  purchase. 

Departed  heroes,  witness  that  your  generous  ex- 
ample is  not  lost  on  us — Genius  of  America,  spirit 
of  Washington,  look  down  and  behold  our  obe^ 
dience  to  thy  parting  admonitions  ! 

'['he  fruit  of  this  government  has  been  a series  of 
twenty  years  of  unexampled  prosperity — the  ulti- 
mate measure  of  human  happiness  was  here  filled 
up — in  the  condition  of  humanity,  reason  has  no- 
thing more  to  hope. 

But  all  sublunary  affairs  are  transitory  and  we 
this  day  stand  admonished  that  we  must  not  allow 
ourselves  to  subside  into  the  idle  dream  of  undis- 
turbed enjoyment  or  the  unwarrantable  hope  that 
we  are  to  enjoy  happiness  without  the  allotted  price 
of  its  purchase. 

The  great  rival  competitors  of  Europe  for  power 
and  dominion,  viewed  with  corroding  jealousy  and 
distrust,  the  rising  consequence  and  power  of  our 
country  : a thick  and  rapid  succession  of  injuries 
and  insults  has  been  heaped  upon  us  ; the  struggle 
between  them  seems  to  have  been  which  could  mul- 
tiply their  wrongs  and  enormities  with  most  inge- 
nuity— patience,  forbearance  and  remonstrance  oil 
our  part  have  been  opposed  to  them  as  long  as  a 
just  and  proper  respect  for  ourselves  would  permit ; 
we  have  at  length  been  roused  under  our  injuries* 
and,  no  other  hope  remaining,  have  appealed  to 
the  God  of  battle  for  redress — Arise  then . my  coun- 
trymen, and  with  all  your  strength  second  the  appeal 
which  has  been  made  by  the  constituted  authorities  of 
your  government — What  was  before  a question  has 
now  become  a law — let  us  therefore,  by  an  united » 
vigorous  effort  prove,  that  however  we  may  differ 
on  particular  questions  of  policy,  we  shall  ever* 
hold  inviolate  the  obedience  which  we  owe  to  every 
legitimate  act  of  our  government,  and  shall  always 
oppose  an  undivided  resistance  against  every  hostile 
assailant. 

Dandled  as  we  have  been  in  the  lap  of  prosperity, 
and  enervated  by  an  indulgence  in  the  gratifications 
which  rapidly  increasing  wealth  and  luxury  afford  ; 
we  had,  I fear,  begun  to  fall  off  from  the  spirit  of" 
our  revolutionary  i'atheis  ; our  high  and  keen  sense 
of  insult  and  injury  was  blunted  by  the  baneful  in*, 
fluenceof  luxur  ious  peace,  and  our  ardent  sensibili- 
ty, our  jealous  regard  of  national  honor  began  to 
fade  before  the  meretricious  charms  of  inglorious 
ease  and  tranquility. 

A nation  to  be  great,  must  disregard  privation, 
toil  and  danger,  in  comparison  with  national  glory 
— to  be  happy,  she  must  prefer  safe  and  honorable 
peace  to  restless  and  warlike  ambition  ; but  tc? 
secure  safe  and  honorable  peace,  she  must  prefer 
even  the  horrors  ot  war  to  unsafe  and  ingloriou* 
peace  : shew  yourselves  ready  to  act  <*n  these  max« 
1ms,  ?u)w  and  at  all  times,  and  you  may  soon  have 
and  preserve  an  honorable  and  lasting  peace;  your' 
rights,  your  happiness,  your  glory,  will  find  a con- 
genial atmosphere,  and  will  flourish  with  renewed 
and  increasing  security  and  splendour. 

Let  us  cautiously  avoid  undervaluing  the  power, 
res^rces  and  Character  of  our  adversary  ’ v?e 
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war  with  a great,  gallant  and  powerful  nation  ; the 
struggle  requires  that  we  bring  to  the  contest  our 
united  will  anil  power.  Let  every  one  devote  him 
self  zealously  to  discharge  his  duty,  and  vve  shall 
terminate  the  Conflict  triumphantly  ; but  if  we 
come  to'tlie  contest  with  districted  wills  and  divided 
power,  we  shall  certainly  prolong  and  increase  its 
evils,  and  may  even  render  the  issue  doubtful. — 
Dissention,  discord,  tumult  and  violence,  will  lead 
us  into  the  horrors  of  a.  civil  war,  and  prepare  us 
an  easy  victim  61  foreign  conquest  ordomestic  des 
po  ism — our  excellent  government ; our  prosperity 
aod  happiness  ; that  great  pillar  of  our  salvation, 
union  may  be  swept  away,  and  the  remembrance 
Of  it  only  pr  eserved,  to  embitter  the*sorrows  of  our 
posterity  and  aggravate  the  sigh  of  despair  which 
will  be  hea  ved ’for  the  folly  and  infatuation  of  their 
ancestors.' 

; “ Your  -government,*  the  offspring  of  your  own 
choitCj  uninfluenced  and  uuawed-j  adopted  upon  full 
investigation  and  mature  deliberation,  free  in  its 
principle,  in  the  distribution  of  its  powers  uniting 
security  with  energy,  and  containing  within  itself 
a provision  for  its  own  amendment,  has  a just  claira 
to  your  confidence  and  support.  Respect  for  its 
authority,  compliance  with  its  laws,  acquiescence 
in  its'measures,  are  duties  enjoined  by  the  fundamen- 
tal maxims  of  true  liberty. 

“ The  alternate  dominion  of^one  faction  over 
another,  sharpened  by  the  spirit  of  revenge,  natu- 
ral to  party  disSention,  which  in  different  ages  and 
countries,  has  perpetrated  the  most  horrid  enormi 
ties,  is  itself  a frightful  despotism — but  this  leads 
to  a more  formal  and  permanent  despotism.  The 
disorders’  and  miseries  which  result,  gradually  in 
dine  the  minds  of  men  to  seek  security  and  repose 
in  the  absolute  ptnver  of  an  individ.  al ; and  sooner 
or  later  the  chief  of  some  prevailing  faction,  more 
fortunate  than  his  competitors,  turns  this  disposi 
tion  to  the  purposes  of  his  elevation  on  the  ruins  of 
.public  liberty. 

“ There  is  an  opinion  that  parties  in  free  conn, 
tries,  are  useful  cheeks  upon  the  administration  o! 
the  government  and  serve  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of 
libei  ty.  This,  with  certain  limits,  is  probably 
true  ; and  in  governments  of  a mortarchial  cast, 
patriotism  may  look  with  indulgence,  if  not  with 
fardryupon  the  spirit  of  party.  Rut  in  those  of 
the  popular  character;  in  governments  purely  elec- 
tive, it  is  a spirit  not  to  be  encouraged — From  their 
natural  tendency,  it  is  certain  ’-there  will  always  be 
enough  of  that  spirit  for  every  salutary  purpose  — 
and  there  being  constant  danger  of  excess,  the 
effort  ought  to  be,  by  force  of  public  opinion,  to 
mitigate  and  assuage  it;  a fire  not  to  be  quenched, 
it  demands  an  uniform  vigilance  to  prevent  its  burst 
ing  into  a flame  ; lest,  instead  of  warming,  it  should 
consume.” 

When  retiring  from  a career  of  public  life,  more 
uniformly  great  and  virtuous  than  an'y  before  had 
been  exhibited,  and  seeking  the  shade  of  retirement 
afld  tranquility,  it  was  thus  that  Washington  ad- 
dressed his  countrymen.  Let  the  principles  which 
he  inculcated  sink  deep  into  your  hearts  and  an i 
mate  your  conduct,  so  shall  he  not  have  lived-in 
vain,  and  ydu  reap  the  rich  harvest  of  happiness 
and  freedom  which  his  virtues,  aided  by  the  courage 
and  patriotism  of  your  ancestors,  have  acquired, 
and  which  their  generous  example  makes  it'  yolir 
imperious- diityy  as 'I  am  sure  it  is  your  settled  de- 
tprnnhatiom,  to  transmit 'unimpaired  to  vour  pos- 
ted ijC. 


Senatorial  Address. 

Address  of  the  Senate,  to  the  People  of  the  Common- 
vsealth  of  Massachusetts. 

The  senate  announce  to  their  constituents  that 
war.  exists  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  its  dependencies.  This  last  resort  of 
injured  nations  is  at  all  times  a most  serious  event ; 
at  the  present  peculiarly  solemn.  1 1 is  a war  against 
violence  and  rapacity,  by  an  unolfending  nation, 
aloof  from  the  vortex  and  collision  of  European 
politics — whose  utmost  ambition  was  to  live  in  ho- 
norable peace  with  the  world — at  home  to  enjoy  the 
equal  benefits  of  a republican  government — and  a-- 
broad  to  carry  the  productions  of  its  soil  and  in 
dustry  iii  the  usual  channels  of  legitimate  com- 
merce. 

We  will  notenter  into  a detail  of  the  injuries  in- 
flicted on  us,  nor  of  the  flimsey  pretexts  by  which 
she  has  affected  to  justify  her  outrages — It  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  England  no  longer  pretends  to  dis- 
guise her  ambitious  designs,  under  the  pretence  of 
retaliation  on  her  enemy.  She  asserts  her  un- 
bounded right  to  dominion,  only  because  she  as- 
sumes unbounded  power.  She  annexes  conditions 
to  the  repeal  of  her  orders  which  sheknows  vve  have 
no  right  to  require  of  her  enemy — which  sheknows 
are  impossible — thus  adding  mockery  to  her  long 
train  of  perpetrated  injuries.  With  the  boldness 
of  the  highwayman,  she  hds,  at  last,  stripped  the 
mask  from  violence,  and  vindicates  her  aggressions 
and  impressments  on  the  only  plea  of  tyrants  : that 
of  whim  and  convenience.  The  same  pica  extends 
to  the  weltering  victim  of  savage  barbarity  on  our 
frontiers. 

It  was  not  sufficient  that  we  were  remote  from 
European  politics,  and  courted  peace  under  every 
sacrifice; — acquiesced  in  minor  injuries — remon- 
strated against  those  of  a deeper  die — forbode  until 
forbearance  became  pusillanimity — and  finally  re- 
ared froin  the  scene  of  controversy,  with  the  delu- 
sive hope  that  a spirit  of  moderation  might  succeed 
that  of  violence  and  rapine.  We  were  hunted  on 
the  ocean — Our  property  was  seized  upon  by  the 
convulsive  grasp  of  our  now  open  and  acknowledg- 
ed enemy,  and  our  citizens  forced  into  a cruel  and 
ignominious  vassalage.  And  when  we  retired,  we 
were  pursued  to  the  threshold  of  our  territory — ouU 
rages  of  an  enormous  cast,  perpetrated  in  our  bays 
•and  harbours — the  .tomahawk  of. the  savage  uplifted 
against  the  parent — the  wife — the  infant,  on  our 
frontiers  : — and  spies  and  incendiaries  sent  into  the 
bosom  of  our  country  to  plot  with  the  desperate 
and  ambitious  the  dismemberment  of  our  go- 
vernment,  and  involve  us  in  all  the  horrors  tff  au 
civil  war. 

We  have  sought  in  vain  for  the  motives  of  this 
horrible  warfare.  What  British  subject  has  ever 
been  personally  injured  by  America  ? What  British 
property  has  ever  been  confiscated  or  condemned  ? 
What  insult  has  ever  been  offered  to  the  ensigns  of 
national  authority  ? . In  a time  of  profound  peace, — 
when  we  were  supplying  their  citizens  with  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  soil,  and  replenishing  ^heir  coffers 
by  a lucrative  commerce— with  no  disputes  con- 
cerning territory — with  no  armies  or  navies  to  ex- 
cite their  national  jealousies — We  have  experienced 
injuries  and  outrages,  at  which  the  humanity  of 
modern  warfare  revolts. 

The  constituted  authorities  of  the  United  States, 
in  congress  assembled,  submitting  tHe justice  oi 
their  cause. to  the  God  of  battles,  have  at  length  de. 
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clared  war  against  this  implacable  foe  : a war  for 
the  protection  of  commerce  : — A war  for  the  liber- 
ties of  our  citizens  : — A war  for  our  national  sove- 
reignty and  independence: — A war  for  our  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  against  the  inachina 
tions  of  despotism. 

The  senate  affect  not  to  disguise  from  their  con 
Stituents,  that  the  times  are  times  of  peril.  The  ene 
mies  of  republics  are  on  the  alert.  The  present  i? 
deemed  the  favorable  time  for  the  dismemberment 
of  the  union — that  favorite  project  of  the  British  go- 
vernment— which  has  been  attempted  by  their  au- 
thorised agent — and  we  have  alarming  proofs  is 
countenanced  and  cherished  by  citizens  ot  this  go- 
vernment. Yes — we  say  with  assurance,  that  a 

deep  and  deadly  design  is  formed  against  our  happy 
union.  We  say  it  from  conviction  forced  upon  our 
minds— from  declarations  from  responsible  sources : 
from  intrigues  that  have  existed  between  the  ene 
mies  of  republics  and  an  authorised  British  spy — 
and  from  a settled  determination  in'  individuals  to 
oppose  the  government  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  now  forced  on  us. 

The  senate  will  not  assert  that  there  exists  a par- 
ty (in  the  two  grand  divisions  into  which  parties 
are  generally  divided  in  the  United  States,  and  on 
which  the  senate  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  ani 
madvert)  which  gives  countenance  to  such  nefaii- 
ous  projects.  The  great  bpdy.of  the  people  are  A 
meicaus.  It  is  the  enemies  of  republics  of  whom; 
we  speak — monarchists  in  principle  and  by  profes-l 
sion  ; who  disguise  not  th,eir  enmity  to  our  happy 
government,  and  do  not  conceal  their*  intention 
to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  popular  disaffec- 
tion and  commotion  to  attempt  a revolution. — 
Deeply  impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  the  crisis, 
and  with  the  dangers  attendant  on  our  beloved 
country,  as  well  from  our  declared  enemies  as  our! 
intestine  foes,  the  Senate  have  contemplated  the! 
duties  which  as  members  of  the  social  compact} 
each  individual  owes  to  his  country — 'and  they  de  ' 
clare  them  to  be  a firm  support  of  the  government  ! 
of  his  choice.  The  rightful  authority  has  decreed.  | 
Opposition  must  cease:  lie  that  is  not  for  his 
country  is  against  it.  The  precedents  on  record 
will  serve  for  your  guide.  When  engaged  with  this 
same  enemy,  our  fathers  obeyed  the  calls  of  their 
country,  expressed  through  the  authority  of  their 
edicts.  In  imitation  of  their  example,  let  the  laws 
every  where  be  obeyed  with  the  most  prompt  ala-' 
erity  ; let  the  constituted  authorities  be  aided  bv 
the  patriotic  efforts  of  individuals  ; let  the  friends 
of  government  rally  under  committees  of  public 
Safety,  in  each  town,  disirict  and  plantation  ; let  a 
common  centre  be  formed  by  a committee  in  each 
count)  , that  seasonable  information  may  be  given 
of  every  movement  of  the  enemy.  Let  our  voting 
men  who  compose  the  militia,  be  ready  to  march 
at  a niomenUs  warning  to  any  part  of  our  shores  in 
defence  of  qur  coast.  These  precautions  are  ren 
dered  necessary  against  our  external  foe,  and  the 
internal  machinations  shemay  again  attempt.  These 
measures  are  sanctified  by  tne  example  of  our  fathers 
in  our  revolutionary  struggle — And  relying  on  the  | 
patriotism  of  the  whole  people,  let  us  '^commit  our 
cause  to  the  God  of  battles,  and  implore  his  aid  and 
success  in  the  preservation  of  our  dearest  lights  apd 
privileges. 

Ix  Senate,  June  26,  1812 — Read  and  accepted. 

SAMUEL  DANA,  President. 

[The  address  of  the  lious  : of  representatives  shall 
be  insc  .cd  hereafter.]  * 


Ad  Address 

Of  Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of -die  .Congress  of 

the  United  States  to  their  Constituent-;,  on  the  subject  of  the 

w ar  with  Great  Britain. 

The  undersigned , Members  of  the  House  of  Representative.:.  to  th.  ir 
Constituents. 

A republic  has  for  its  basis  the  capacity  anti  right  of  the  pcoplo 
to  govern  themselves..  A main  principle  of  a representative  re- 
public is  the  responsibility  of  the  representatives  to  their  constitu- 
ents. Freedom  and  publicity  of  debate  art  essential  to  'the  pre- 
servation of  such  forms  of  government.  Every  arbitrary,  abrltlg 
mentof  the  right pt*  speech  in  representatives,  is  a direet-mfring- 
mejitof  the  liberty  of  the  people.  Every  unnecessary  concealment 
of  their  proceedings, -an  approximation  towards  tyranny.  When, 
by  systematic  rules,  a majority  takes  to  itself  the  right  at,  its  plea- 
sure, of  limiting  speech,  or  denying  it,  altogether;  when  secret 
sessions  multiply  ; and  iu  proportion  to  the  importance  of  questions, 
is  the  studious-* concealment  of  debate,  a people  may  be  assured, 
that,  such  practices  continuing,  tjieir  freedom  • ; but  short-lived. 

Reflections,  such  as  these  have  been  forced  upon  the  attention 
of  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  events  of  th£  present  session' of  congress. 
T.Vv  have  witnessed  a principle,  adopted  as  the  law  of  the  house, 
by  which,  under  a novel  application  of  the  previous  question,  a 
power  is  assumed  by  the  majority  to  deny  the  privilege  of  speech, 
at  any  stage,  and  under  any  circumstance  of  debate.  And  recent- 
ly, by  an  unprecedented  assumption,  the  right  to  give  reasons  for 
an  original  motion,  has  been  made  to  depend  upon  the  will  of  the 
majority.  . 

Principles  more  hostile  than  these  to  the  existence  of  representa- 
tive lilxi  tv,  cannot  easily  be  conceived.  It  is  not,  however,  on 
these  accounts,  weighty  as  thev  are,  that  the  undersigned  have 
undertaken  this  address.  A subject  of  higher  and  more  immediate 
importance  impels  them  to  the  present  duty.  .... 

Tlie.  momentous  question  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  is  decided. 
On  this  topic,  so  vital  to  your  interests,,  the  right  of  public  deban,, 
in  the  face  of  tbe  world  atul  especially  of  their  constituents,  has 
been  denied  to  your  representatives.  Tlipv  have  been  called 
into  secret  session,  on  this  most  interesting  of  all  your  public  ivk- 
j tions,  although  the  circumstances  of  the  time  and  of  the  nation, 
afforded  no  one  reason  for  secrecy, unless  it  be  found  in  theappi\- 
I liension  of  the  effect  of  public  debate,' on  public  opinion  ; or  of 
public  opinion  on  the  result,  of  the  vote. 

Except  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  U.States,  which  is  now 
before  the  public,  nothing  confidential  was  communicated,  That 
message  contained  no  fact  not  previously  known.  Ho  one  reason 
for  war  was  intimated,  but  such  as  was  of  a nature  public  and  no- 
torious. The  intention  to  wage  war  and  invade  Canada,  had  betu 
long  since  openly  avowed.  Tbe  object  of  hostile  menace  had  be:  n 
| ostentatiously  announced.  The  inadequacy  of  both  our  army  ai  d 
! navy,  for  successful  invasion,  and  the  insufiiiaency  of  the  fortifica- 
tions for  the  security  of  our  seaboard  were,  everywhere  known. 
Yet  the  doors  of  congress  were  shut  up  on  the  people.  They  have 
been  carefully  kept  in  ignorance  of  tbe  progress  of  measures,  until 
the  purposes  of  administration  were  consummated,  and  the  fate  of 
tbe  country  sealed.  In  a situation  so  extraordinary,  the  under- 
{sighed  have  deemed  it  their  duty  by  no  act  of  theirs  to  sanction  t 
proceeding,  so  novel  and  arbitrary.  JOn  the  contrary,  they  made 
every  attempt,  in  their  power  to  obtain  pnbli.iuy  for  ilieir  pruereo- 
ings.’  All  such  attempts  were  vain.  When  this  momentous  subject 
was  stated,  as  for  debate ; they  demanded  that  the  doors  should  be 
opened. 

This  being  refused,  they  declined  discussion;  being, perfect iy 
eon virietdi  from  indications,  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood,  that  in 
tile  house,  all  argument,  with  closed  doors,  was  hopeless  ; and  that 
any  act,  giving  implied  validity  to  so  flagrant  an  abuse  of  power, 
would  belittle  less  than  treachery  to  tW  essential  rights  of  a five 
people.  In  the  situation  to  which  the  undersigned  have  thus  bi  a 
reduced,  they  are  compelled  reluctantly  to  resort' to  this  public 
declaration  of  such  views  of  the  state  and  relations  of  the  country, 
as  determined  their  judgment  and  vote  upon  thequesiion  <>f  war- 
A measure  of  ibis  kind  lias  appeared  to  the  undersigned  to  be  more 
imperiously  demanded,  by  the  circumstances  of  a message  and 
manifesto  being  prepared,  and  circulated  at  public  expense,  in 
which  the  causes  for  war  were  enumerated  and  tl  * motives  for 
it  concentrated,  in  a manner  suited  to  agitate  and  influence  tint 
public  niird.  Iu  executing  this- task,  it  will  be-  the  study  of  the 
undersigned  to  reconcile  the  great  duty  they  owe  to  the  people, 
with  that  constitutional  respect,  which  is  due  to  die  administrators 
of  public  concerns. 

In  commencing  (his  view  of  bur1  affairs,  the  undersigned  would 
f:  i!  in  duty  to  themselves,  did  they  refrain  from  recurring  to  t ln- 
course,  in  relation  to  public  measures,  which  they  adopted  and 
have  undeviating! ;v  pursued  from  the  commencement  of  this  long 
and  eventful  session  ; in  which  they  deliberately,  sacrificed  < v*  ry 
minor  consideration  to, what  they  deemed,  the  best  interests  of  the 
country.  1 ' . _ 

For  a succession  of  years  the  undersigned-  haye'frofti-  principle 
disapproved,  a series  of.  restrictions  u poif  con m:  mi •,  :aceordi  ng-.t - * 
their  estimation,  inefficient  as  respected  foreign  nations  a.tri  inju- 
rious, chie-lly,  to  ourselves..  Success,  in  the  system,  had  become 
identified  with  the  pride,  the  character,  and  the  hope  of  .our  cabi- 
net. As.  is-  natural  with  men,  who  have  a given  stake  on  the  srjr- 
cess of  a favorite  theory,  pertinacity  seemed  to  increase  as  ,t ; hop;  - 
lessness  became  apparent.  As  the  inefilciency  oi  this  system  >:  mb! 
not  be  admitted  by  its  advocates,  without  ensurjn.g  il.^  if  *erui'>:.- 
nieut,  ill  success,  w as  carefully  attributed  to  the  Influs.uu;  of  oppo- 
sition. 

To  this  cause  the  people  were  ttftight  to  charge  :"S 
failures  and  not.  toils  intrinsic  ilnbeulity.  lie  tins  state  oV  : lungs 
the  undersigned  deemed  it  proper,  to-  take'  aw  a;  r,K  npefagy  for  $i- 
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Iierence  to  this  oppressive  system.  They  were  desirous,  at  a period 

80  CrifiMlin  Tillhlir*  affaire.  av.for  uac  u’ifli  «)u> 


so  critical  in  pubjie  affairs,  as  Eir  as  was  consistent  with  the  inde- 
pendence of  opinion,  to  contribute  to  t!ie  restoration  of  harmony 
the  public  councils,  and  concord  among  the  pe  ople.  Andiffauy 
advantage  could  be  thus  obtained  in  bur  i oreigli  relations,  the  un- 
dersigned, being  engaged,  in  no  purpose  of  personal  or  party  ad- 
vancement, would  rejoice  in  such  an.  occurrence. 

The  course  of  public  measures  also,  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
gave  hope  that  enlarged  and  Enlightened  system  ol.  defence,  with 
provision,  for  security  of  our  maritime  rights,  was  about  to  be'eom- 
pieiKedj  a purpose,  which,  wherever  f'oe.ml,  they  deemed  it  their 
duty  to  fpster,  by  giving  to  any  system  of.  ineashivs,  thus  edmpre- 
lu-Dsiye,  asmnokstj’jLictoS  a course  as  Was  consistent  v ith  ‘their  gene- 
ra: sense  of  public  duty.  After  a course  of  policy, "thus  liberal  and 
Conciliatory,  it  was  cause  ol' regret  that  a communication  should 
have  been  purchased, by  an  ' in • nreecdedfed  expenditure  of  secret 


pv  their  patriotism,  as  unwarranted  by  evidence. 

It  ha.j  always  been  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  that  a system 
of  peace  was  the  policy,  which  most  comported  with  the  character, 
condition  and  interests  of  the  United  States  ; that  their  remote-. 
*£?•?<  *-;om  the  theatre  of  contest,  in  Europe,  was  their  peculiar 
*$v C1<7».  ar,d  that  nothing  hut  a necessity,  absolutely  imperious, 
should  induce  them  to  enter  as  parties  into  Wars,  in  which  every 
consideration  of  virtue  and  policy  seems  to  be  forgotten,  under  the 
overbranngsway  of  rapacity,  and  ambition.  There  is  a new  era 
inhuman  affairs.  The  European  world  is  convulsed.  The  advan- 
tages of  pur  own  situation  are  peculiar. “ Why*  quit  our  own 

?.®  sfa,1d  upon  foreign  ground  ? Why,  by  interweaving  our  destiny 
V ith  that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace  and  pros- 
perity in  trie  toils  of  European  ambition,  rivalship,  interests,  hu- 
jnor,  or  caprice  ?f> 

In  addition  to  the  many  moral  and  prudential  considerations, 
Winch  should  deter  thoughtful  men  from  hastening' into  the  perils  of 
xvai->  there  were  some  peculiar  to  the  United  States,  result- 
ing from  the  texture  of  the  govern mnnt, in  no  small  degree  experi- 
mental, composed  of  powerful  and  independent  sovereignties  asso- 
ciated m relations,  some  of  which  are  critical:  as  well  as  novel ; 
sIiogIg  not  be  hastily  precipitated  into  situations  calculated  to  put  to 
trial,  the  strength  of  the  moral  bond,  by  which  they  are  united.  Ofall 
states,  mat  of  war  is  most  lively  to  call  into  activity  the  passions,. 
Which  are  hostile  and  dangerous  to  such  a form  of  government. 
Time  is  yet  important  to  our  country  to  settle  and  mature  its  re- 
cent institutions.  Above  all,  it  appeared  to  the  undersigned  from 
signs  not  to  be  mistaken,  that  if  we  entered  upon  this  war,  we  bid 

as  a devided  people;  not  only  from  a sense  of  the  inadequacy 
pt  our  means  to. success,  but  from  moral  and  political  objections  of 
great  w eight  and  very  general  influence. 

It  appears  to  the  undersigned,  that  the  wrongs,  of  which  the 
united  states  have  to  coin  plain,  although  in  some  aspects,  verv 
gn  evens  to  our  interests,  and.  in  many,  humiliating  ty  our  prid 
were  yet  o a nature,  which  in  the  present  state  of  the  worl< 
piiner  would  nog  justify  war,  or  which  war  would  not  remedy.- 
i mis  tor  n stance,  the  hovering  of  British  vessels  upon  our  coasts, 
pop  the  occasional  insult$  to  our  pom,  imperiously  demanded  such 
a systematic  application  of  harbor  and  sea-coast  defence,  as  would 
|epei  such  aggressions,  but  in  no  light  can  they  he  considered  as 
piuKing  a resort  to  war,  at  the  present  time,  on  the  part  of  the 
fJnjlerf ! States,  either  necessary  or  expedient.— So  also,  with  respect 
to  the  Indian  war,  of  the  origin  of  which,  but  very  imperfect  in- 
formation has  as  yet  been  given  to  the  public.  Without  any  ex- 
press act  of  goi!gms,an  e xpedition  w as.  last  year,  set  on  foot,  and 
prosecuted  into  Indian  territory, .-which  had  been  relinquished  by 
tteaty,  on  the  part  pr  the  United  States.—  And  now  we  are  told  about 
the  agency  of  British  traders,  as  to  Indian  hostilities.  It  deserve  s 
fonsidtratiou,  w!  ’ " - ? v 


, a — sympathy  and  'anxiety  excited  by 

tlu  state  of  that  frontier;  important  as  it  may  he,  to  apply  ade- 
quate megns  of  protection,  against  the  Indians,  how  is  its  safety 
Umi  f «.  Declaration  off  war,  which  .adds  the  British  to  the 
|Jnmbev  of  enemies  ? 

(1<I0-e'U  lvsiH'f't  1°  tho  opinions  of  mankind”  has  not  indue- 
fd  the  the  ,\;o, houses  of  congress  to  concur  in  declaring  the  rea- 
Bops,  or  motives,  for  their  enacting  the  declaration  of  war.  the  im- 
dusigjiod  and  the  pnbhp  are  left  to  search,  elsewhere,  for  causes 
H iw-riSv'  ?stens,¥e;  If  we  are  to  consider  the  president  of 
tlk  United  Slates,  and  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
foreign  ivhuions.  as  speaking  on  this  solemn  occasion. 
|or  coi.g?ess,  dicrfnited  States  have  three  principal  topics  of  eonb 
|!d”rs  in  ?quncil?reat  ^ipressments  ;-blockades  ;-and 

Concerning  the  subject  of  impressment,  the  undersigned  sym- 
pathize with  our  unfortunate  seamen,  the  victims  of  this  abuse  of 
power,  and  participate  in  the  national  sensibility,  on  their  account. 
I hey  do  not  conceal  for  themselves,  both  its  importance  and  its 
^ijhciilty,  and  they  are  well  aware  how  stubborn  is  the  will  and 
hO'V  Lima  the  vision  of  powerful  nations,  when  great  interests 
giow  into  controversy. 


. *iefore  a resort  to  war  for  such  interests,  a moral  nation  will 
£pnst(.er  w.iat  is  just,  and  a wise  nation  what  is  expedient.  If  the 


liflnahly  great  to  both  nations ; and  in  the  full  extant  of  abst.-r.Qj 


ki  uHuunuu,  mi  tixr 2 ai  c 

arly  of  opinion,  thatthe  peace  of  this  happy  and  rising  commu- 
y should  not  be  abandoned,  for  the  sake  of  affording  f acilities  to 


•fes  '™.1 ?n?Dl?  ,ue  °rt  a by  vyar  to  be  obtained.  The 

j.i  tc  rests  connected  w ith  the  subject  of  impressment  are  unques- 

f ^Sjhington, 


right  as  asserted  fcy  each,  periiaps  irreconcilable. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  asserts  the  brood  princi*. 
pit-  tliat  the  flag  of  their  merchant  vessels  sliall  protect  the  mari- 
nas. This  privilege  is  claimed,  although  every  person  on  board, 
except  the  captain,  may  be  an  alien. 

The  British  government  asserts  tliat  the  allegiance  of  their  sul>- 
jects  is  inalienable,  in  time  of  war,  and  that  their  seamen,  found, 
on  the  sea,  the  common  highway  of  nations,  sliall  not  be  protect*  <1, 
by  the  flag  of  private  merchant  vessels. 

The  undersigned deem  it  unnecessary  here  to  discuss  theqms- 
tion  of  tlie  A merican  claim,  for  the  immunity  of  their  flag.  But 
they  cannot  refrain  from  viewing  it  as  a principle,  of  a nature  ve- 
ry broad  and  comprehensive  ; to  the  abuse  of  which,  ;he  tempta- 
tions are  strong  and  numerous.  And  they  do  maintain  that,  lie- 
fore  the  calamities  of  war,  in  vindication  of  such  a principle  he 
incurred,  and  the  means  of  negotiation  should  lie  exhausted,  and. 
that  also  every  practicable  attempt  should  be  made,  to  regulate  the 
exercise  of  the  right;  so  that  the  acknowledged  injury,  resulting  to 
other  nations,  should  be  checked,  if  not  prevented.  They  ai-e 
clear!) 
nity 

cover  French  property ; or  to  employ  British  seamen- 

The  claim  of  Great  Britain  to  the  services  of  her  seRmon.  is  nei- 
ther novel,  nor  peculiar.  The.doctrine  of  allegiance  for  which  she 
contends,  is  common  to  all  the  governments  of  Europe.  France, 
as  well  as  England,  has  maintained  it  for  centuries.  Both  nations 
claim,  in  time  of  war,  the  services  of  their  subjects.  Both  by  de- 
crees forbid  their  entering  into  foreign  employ.  Both  recall  them 
by  proclamation. 

Vo  man  can  doubt  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  French  ma- 
rine, if  American  merchant  vessels  were  met  at  sea,  haying  French 
seamen  on  hoard.  France  would  take  them.  Will  any  man  lie? 
lieve  that  the  United  States  would  go  to  war  against  France,  oh 
this  account  ? 

For  very  obvious  reasons,  this  principle  occasions  littte  collision 
with  France,  or  with  any  other  nation,  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  closely  assimilated  in  blood,  language,  intercourse',  ha- 
bits, dress,  manners  and  character,  When  Britain  is  at  war  and  the 
U.  State  s neutral,  the  merchant  service  of  the  United  States',  holds 
out  to  British  seamen,  temptations  almost  irresistible  ; high  wages 
and  peaceful  employ,  instead  of  low  wages  and  war  service;  safe- 
ty, in  lieu  of  hazard;  entire  independence,  in  the  place  of  quality 
ed  servitude. 

That  England  whose  situation  is  insular,  who  is  engaged  in  a 
war  apparently  for  existence,  whose  seamen  are  her  bulwark, 
should  look  upon  the  effect  of  our  principle  upon  her  safety,  with 
jealousy,  is  inevitable;  and  that  she  will  not  hazard  the  practical 
consequences  of  its  unregulated  exercise,  is  certain.  The  question, 
therefore,'  presented,  directly,  for  the  decision  of  the  thoughtful  an,d  i 
virtuous  mind,  in  this  country,  is— whether  war,  for  such  an  ai>- 
stract .right  be  justifiable,  before  attempting  to  guard  against  its 
injurious  tendency  by  legislative  regulation  in  failure  of  treat). 

A dubious  right  should  be  advanced  with  hesitation.  An  ex- 
treme right  should  be  asserted  with  disc retion.  Moral  duty  requires 
that  a nntiou,  before  it  appeals  to  arms,  should  have  been  not  only- 
true  tojptself,  but  tliat  it  should  have  failed  in  no  duty  to  others. 
If  the  exercise  of  a right  in  an  unregulated  manner,  be  in  effect  a 
s landing  invitation  to  the  subjects  of  a foreign  power  to  become 
deserters  and  traitors,  is  it  no  injury  to  that  power  ? 

Certainly  moral  obligation  demands  that  the  right  of  flag,  like 
all  other  human  rights,  should  be  so  used,  as,  that  while  it  protects 
what  is  our  own,  it  should  not  injure  what  is  another’s.  Iu  a 
practical  view,  and  so  long  as  the  right  of  flag  is  restrained,  by  no 
regard  to  the  undeniable  interests  of  others,  a war,  on  account  of  im- 
pressments, is  only  a war  for  the  right  of  employing  British  sea- 
men on  board  American  merchant,  vessels. 

The  claim  of  Great  Britain  pretends  to  no  further  extent  than 
to  take  British  seamen  from  private  merchant  vessels.  In  the  ex-, 
ereise  of  this  clajm  her  officers .take  American  seamen,  and  foreign 
seamen,  in  the  American  service  ; and  although  she  disclaims  such 
abuses,  and  jiroffers  redress,  when  known,  yet  undoubtedly  griev- 
ous injuries  have  resulted  to  the  seamen  of  the  United  States. — 
But  the  question  is,  can  war  be  proper  for  such  cause  before  aH 
hope  of  reasonable  accommodation  lias  failed  ? Even  after  the 
extinguishment  of  sueli  hope,  can  it  be  proper  until  our  own 
practice  be  so  regulated  as  to  remove  in  such  foreign  nation,  any 
reasonable  apprehension  of  injury  ? 

The  undersigned  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  employment  of 
British  seamen,  jit  the  merchant  service  of  the  United  States,  is  as 
little  reconcilable  with  the  permanent  as  the  present  interest  of  the 
United  States.  The  encouragement  of  foreign  seamen  is  thp  dis- 
couragement, of  the  native  American. 

The  duty  of  government  towards  this  valuable  class  of  men,  is 
not  only  to  protect  but  to  patronise  them.  And  this  cannot  be 
done  more  effectually,  than  by  securing  to  American  citizens  the 
privileges  of  American  navigation. 

The  question  of  impressment,  like  every  other  question  relative 
to  commerce,  has  been  treated  in  such  a’  manner  that  what  was 
possessed  is  IcEt  without  obtaining  what  was  sought.  Pretensions, 
right  in  theoryi  and  important  in  interests,  urged,  without  due  con- 
sideration of  our  relative  power, have  eventuated  in  a practical  aban- 
donment, both  of  what  we  lipped  and  what  we  enjoyed.  In  at- 
tempting to  spread  our  flag  over  foreigners,  its  distinctive  character 
has  been  lost  to  our  own  citizens. 

The  American  seaman,  whose  interest,  it  is  to  have  no  competi- 
tors in  his  employment,  is  sacrificed,  that  British  seamen  may  have 
equal  privileges  with  himself. 

Ever  since  the  United  §>ta|es  has  been  a nation,  this  subjeetjhas 
been  a matter  of  complaint  and  negociation  ; and  every  form  to 
administration  have  treated  it  according  to  its  obvious  nature,  as  a 
subject  rather  for  arrangement  than  fill*  war.  It  existed  in  the 
time  of  AVashington  ; yet  this  father  of  his  country  recommenced 
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no  such  resort.  It  existed  in  the  time  of  Adams,  yet  notwit  listand- 
ftig  the  7.eal  in  support  of  our  maritime  lights  wliich  distinguished 
bis  administration,  war  was  never  suggested  by  him  as  the  remedy. 
During  the  eight  years1  Mr.  Jefferson  stood  at  the  helm  of  aiiairs,  it 
still  continued  a subject  of  controversy  and  negotiation ; but  it  was 
^never  made  a cause  for  war.  It  was  reserved  for  the  present  ad- 
ministration to  press  the  topic-  to  the  extreme  and  most  dreadful 
resort  of  tuitions ; altliough  England  lias  officially  disavowed  the 
right  of  impressment  as  it  respects  native  citizens,  and  an  ar- 
rangement might  well  be  made  consistent  with  die  fair  pretensions 
of  such  as  are  naturalized. 

That  the  real  state  of  this  queation  may  be  understood,  the  un- 
dersigned recur  to  the  following  facts  as  supported  by  official  docu- 
ments. Mr.  king,  when  minister  in  England,  obtained  a disavow- 
al of  the  British  government  of  the  right  to  impress  American  sea- 
men, naturalized  as  well  as  native,  on  the  high  sens.  An  arrange- 
ment had  advanced  nearly  to  a conclusion  upon  this  basis,  and  was 
broken  off  only  because  Great  Britain  insisted  to  retain  the 
right  on  the  narrow  seas.  What,  however  was  the  opinion  of  the 
American  minister  on  the  probability  of  an  arrangement,  appears 
from  the  public  documents  communicated  to 'congress  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1808,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Madison,  in  these  words : 11  At  the  mo- 
ment the  articles  were  expected  to b<- signed,  an  exception  of  ‘the 
narrow  seas’  was  urged  and  insisted  on  by  lord  St.  Vincents,  and 
being  utterly  inadmissible  on  our  part,  the  negotiation  was  aban- 
doned.” 

Mr.  King  seems  to  be  of  opinion,  however,  that  “ with  more  time 
than  was  left  him  for  the  experiment,  the  objection  might  him- 
*Ven  overcome.”  What  time  was  left  My.  King  for  the  experi- 
ment, or  whether  any  was  ever  made,  h*f|  not  been  disclosed  to 
the  public.  Mr.  King  soon  after  returned  to  America.  It  is  main- 
lest  from  Mr.  King’s  expression,  that  he  was  limited  in  point  of 
time,  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  bis  opinion  w as.  that  an  adjustment 
could  take  place.  That  Mr.  Madison  was  also  of  the  same  opinion 
is  demonstrated  by  his  letters  tu  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  dat- 
ed the  2d  of  February,  1807,  in  which  he  uses  these  expressions  : 

“ I take  it  for  granted,  that  yon  have  not  failed  to  make  due  use  of 
the  arrangement  concerted  by  Mr.  King  with  lord  Hawkesbury,  in 
the  year  1302,  for  settling  the  question  of  impressment.  On  that 
occasion,  and  under  that  administration , the  Brit  it  h principle  was 
J'airly  renounced  in  favor  of  the  right  of  our  fag,  lord  Kau'kcsbury 
having  agreed  to  prohibit  impressments  on  the  “ high  seas,” 
and  lord  St.  Vincents  requiring  nothing  more  than  an  exception 
ol  the  narrow  seas,  an  exception  resting  on  the  obsolete  claim  of 
Great  Britain  to  some  peculiar  dominion  over  them.”  Here,  then 
we  have  a fall  acknowledgment  that  Great  Britain  was  willing  to 
renounce  the  right  of  impressment  on  the  high  seas  in  favor  of  our 
Hag  ; tiiat  she  was  anxious  to  arrange  the  subject. 

It  further  appears  that  the  British  ministry  willed  for  an  inter- 
view with  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  on  this  topic  ; that  they 
stated  the  nature  of  the  claim,  the  king’s  prerogative  : that  they 
had  consulted  the  crown  officers  and  the  board  of  admiralty,  who 
all  concurred  in  sentiment,  that  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
nation,  the  relinquishment  of  the  right  was  a measure  which  the 
government  could  not  adopt,  without  taking  oil  itself  a responsi- 
bility which  no  ministry  would  he  willing  to  meet,  however  press- 
ing the  exigency  might  be.  They  offered,  however,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  to  pass  laws  making  it  penal  for  British  command- 
ers to  impress  American  citizens  on  board  of  American  vessels, 
on  the  high  seas,  if  America  would  pass  a law,  making  it  penal  for 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  to  grant  certificates  of  citizenship 
to  British  subnets.  This  will  be  found  in  the  same  documents,  in 
a letter  from  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison,  dated 
11th  November  1SCS.  Under  their  peremptory  instructions,  this 
reposition  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  could  not  be  acceded  to 
y our  ministers.  Such,  however,  was  the  temper  and  anxiety  of 
England,  and  such  the  eandor  and  good  sense  of  our  ministers,  that 
an  honorable  and  advantageous  arrange  me  at  did  take  place , The 
authority  of  Mr.  Monroe,  then  minister  at  the  court  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, now  secretary  of  state,  and  one  of  the  present  administra- 
tion, who  have  recommended  war  with  England,  and  assigned  im- 

Jiressments  as  a cause,  supports  the  undersigned  in  asserting,  that 
t was  honorable  and  adv  antageous  ; for  in  a letter  from  Rich- 
mond, dated  the  28th  of  February.  1808,  to  Mr.  Madison,  the 
following  expressions  are  used  by  Mr.  Monroe  : “I  have  on  the 
contrary, always  believed, and  still  do  believe,  that  the  ground  on 
which  that  interest  {[impressment]  was  placed  by  the  paper  of  the 
British  commissioners  of  8th  November  1806,  and  the  explanation 
which  accompanied  it,  was  both  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the 
United  States  ; that  it  contained  a concession  in  their  favor  on  the 
art  of  Great  Britain  on  the  great  principle  in  contestation,  never 
cfore  made  by  a formal  and  obligatory  act  of  their  government, 
which  was  highly  favorable  to  their  interest.” 

With  the  opinion  of  Mr.  King,  so  decidedly  expressed,  with  the 
official  admission  of  Mr.  Madison,  with  the  explicit  declaration 
of  Mr.  Monroe,  all  concurring  that  Great  Britain  was  ready  to 
abandon  impressment,  on  the  high  seas,  and  with  an  honorable 
and  advantageous  arrangement  actually  made  by  Mr.  Monroe,  how 
can  it  be  pretended  that  all  hope  of  settlement  has  failed  ; liow 
can  this.su  bj ect  furnish  a proper  cause  of  war. 

With  respect  to  the  subject  of  blockades  ; the  principle  of  the 
law  of  nations,  as- asserted  by  the  United  Stales,  is,  that  a blockade 
can  only  be  justified  when  supported  bv  as i adequate  force.  In 
theory  this  principle  is  aimitted  by  Great  Britain.  It  is  alleged, 
however,  that  in  practice,  she  disregards  that  principle. 

Fhe  order*  of  blockade,  which  has  been  made  a specific  ground 
of  complaint,  is  that  of  the  16th  of  May,  1806. — -Yet,  strange 
as  it  may  seem,  this  order,  which  is  now  made  one  ground 
of  war  between  the  two  countries,  was,  at  the  time  of  its  first  issu- 
ing, viewed  as  an  act  pf  favor  and  conciliation.  On  this  subject  it 
»s  necessary  to  be  explicit.  The  vague  and  iudelermjnate  man- 
ner in  which  the  American. and  French  governments,  in  their  of- 
ficial papers,  speak  of  this  orddrof  blockade  is  calculated  to  inis , 


lead,  An  importance  is  attached  to  it,  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  undersigned, it  is  not  worthy.  Let  the  facts  speak  for  them- 
selves. 

In  August  1804,  the  British  established  a blockade  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  French  ports  naming  them  from  Fecamp  to  Ostettd  ; 
and  from  their  proximity  to  the  British  coasts,  and  the  absence  of 
all  complaint,  we  may  "be  permitted  to  beli-ve  that  it  was  a legal 
blockade,  enfomd  according  to  the  usages  of  nations.  On  the  loth 
of  May  1806,  the  English  seen  tary  of  state,  Mr.  Fox,  notified  to 
our  minister  at  London,  that  his  government  bad  thought  fit  to  di- 
rect necessary  measures  to  be  taken  for  the  blockade  of  ike 
coasts,  rivers  and  ports  from  the  river  Elbe  to  the  river  Brest,  both 
inclusive.* 

In  point  of  fact  as  the  tt-rms  used  in  the  order  frill  shew,  this, 
paper  which  has  become  a substantive  and  avowed  cause  for  non- 
intercourse, embargo  and  war.  is  a blockade,  only  of  the  places,  Ott 
the  French  const  from  Ostend  to  the  Seine,  and  even  as  tothese 
it.  is,  merely,  as  it  professes  to  be,  a continuance  of  a former  and 
existing  bloekad' . For.  wjth  respect  to  the  residue  of  the  coast, 
trade  of  neutrals  is  admitted,  with  the  exception  only,  of  enemy’s 
property  and  articles  contraband  of  war,  which  are  liable  to  be 
taken  without  a blockade;  and  except  the  direct  colonial  trade  of 
the  enemy,  which  Great  Britain  allowed  to  b free  by  the  law  or 
nations.  "Why  the  Order  was  thus  extended  in  its  form,  while  in  ef- 
fect it  added  nothing  to  orders  and  regulations  already  existing, 
v ill  be  known  by  adverting  to  papers  winch  are  before  the  world. 
Tit  1806,  France  had  yet  colonies,  and  tite  wound  inflicted  on  our 
f - lings,  by  the  interference  of  the  British  government  iu  our 
trade  with  those  -colonies,  had  been  the  cause  of  remonstrance  and 
negociation".  At  the  moment  when  the  order  of  May,  1806,  was 
made,  Mr.  Monroe,  the  present  secretary  of  state,  then  our  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  was  in  treaty 
on  the  subject  of  the  carrying  trade,  and  judging  on  the  spot,  and 
at  the  time,  he  unhesitatingly  gave  his  opinion,  that  the  order 
was  made  to  favor  American  views  and  interests'.  This  idea  is  un- 
equivocally expressed  in  Mr.  Monroe’s  letters  to  Mr.  Madison  of 
the  17th  and  20tht  of  Mar,  and  of  the  9th  of  June  1806. 

And  as  late  as  October  18n,  the  same  gentleman,  writing,  as  se- 
cretary of  state,  to  the  British  minister,  speaking  of  the  same  or- 
der of  blockade  of  May  1806,  says — ~ it  strictly  was  little  move  thaA 
a blockade  of  the  coast  from  Seine  to  Ostend.”  “ The  object  was 
to  afford  to  the  United  States  an  accommodation  respecting  the 
colonial  trade.” 

It  appears  then,  that  this  order  was,  in  point  of  fact,  made  to  fa- 
vor our  trade,  and  was  s’o  understood  and  admitted  by  the  govern- 
ment. of  this  country,  at  that  time  and  since  ; that,  instead  of  ex- 
tending prior  blockades,  it  lessened  them  ; that  the  country  from 
Seine  to  Brest,  and  from  Ostend  to  Elbe,  w as  inserted  to  open  then* 
to  our  colonal  trade,  and  for  our  accommodation,  and  that  it  was 
never  made  the  subject  of  complaint  by  the  American  govern- 
ment during  its  practical  continuance  ; that  is,  not  until  the  first 
order  in  council ; and  indeed  not  until  the  first  of  May  1810  ; and 
until  after  the  American  government  w as  apprised  of  the  ground, 
which  it  was  the  will  of  France  should  be  taken  on  the  subject.  . 

Of  this  we  have  the  most  decisive  proof  in  the  offers  made  un- 
der the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson  for  the  discontinuance  of 
the  embargo  as  it  related  to  Great  Britain ; none  of  which  required 
the  repeal  of  the  blockade  of  May  18C6  ; and  also  in  the  arrangement 
made  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison,  and  under  his  eve 
with  Mr.  Erskine.  The  noil-intercourse  act  of  March  1809,  and. 
the  act  “ concerning  commercial  intercourse,”  of  May  1810,  vest 
the  president  of  the  United  States  with  the  vfcry  same  power,  it* 
the  very  same  terms.  Both  authorise  him,  “ in  case  either  Great 
Britain  or  France  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they 
shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,’’ 
to  declare  the  same  by  proclamation.  And  by  the  provisions  o1’ 
one  law  in  such  case,  non-intercourse  was  to  cease”;  by  those  of  the 
other  it  w-as  to  be  revived.  In  consequence  of  power  vested  by 
the  first  act,  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine  was  made,  and  the 
revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  of  January  and  November, 
1807,  was  considered  as  a full  compliance  with  the  law  , and  as  re- 
moving all  the  anti-neutral  edicts.  The  blockade  of  May,  1806, 


* The  terms  of  the  order  are  these— “ That  the  said  coast,  rivers 
and  ports,  must  be  considered  as  blockaded,”  but,  “ that'such  block- 
ade shall  not  extend  to  prevent  neutral  ships  and  vessels,  laden 
with  goods,  not  being  the  property  of  his  ma  jesty’s  enemies,  and 
not  being  contraband  of  war,  from  approaching-  the  said  coasts  and 
entering  into,  sailing  from  the  said  rivi  fs  and  ports,  save  and  except 
the  ooasts,  rivers  and  ports  from  Ostend  to  the  river  Seine,  already  in 
a state  of  strict  and  rigorous  blockade ; and  which  are  to  be  consider- 
ed as  so  continued,”  w ith  a proviso  that  the  vessels  entering  had  not 
been  laden  at  a port  belonging  to  or  in  possession  of,  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  vessels  d parting  were  not  destined  to  an 
enemy  part,  or  bad  previously  broken  blockade.” 

■f  The  following  are  extracts  from  these  letters.  In  that  of  the 
19th  May  1806,  lie  thus  speaks  of  that  blockade.  It  is  “couched 
in  terms  of  restraint,  and  professes  to  extend  the  blockade  furt  her 
than  was  heretofore  done,  neverihdcis  it  takes  it  from  man  j ports 
already  blockaded, indeed,  from  all  east  of  Ostend,  anil  west  of  the 
Seine,  except  in  articles  contraband  of  war  and  enemies  property, 
which  are  seizable  without  blockade.  And  in  like  form  of  excep- 
tion, considering  every  enemy  as  one  power,  it  admits  the  trade  ot 
neutrals  within  the  same  limits,  to  be  free  in  the  productions  of 
enemies  colonies,  in  every,  but  the  direct  route,  between  the  co’c-' 
ny  and  the  parent  country.”  Mr.  Monroe  adds,  “ it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  note  was  drawn  by  the  government  in  referent* 
to  the  question,  and  if  intended  as  the  foundation  of  a treaty,  must 
be  viewed  in  a favorable  light.”  On  the  20th  of  May,  Mr.  Man- 
roe  writes  to  Mr.  Madison,  that  he  had  been  *»  strengthened  in 
the  opinion  that  the  order  of  the  10th  was  drawn  .with  a yipw  to 
the  question  of  our  trade  with  enemies  colonies,  and,  thneit  promises 
jo  be  highly  satisfactory  to  our  commercial  interests.*  ' 
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was  no;  included  in  ifie  arrangement,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  Nov,  180f.,  wav  net  ta  affect 
it  was  considered  ol%uilicitnt  importance  to  engage  even  a thought.  I vented  by  the  rule.;  the  U 


- cmmn-rr.wb'.-hwmM  still  be  g~- 
y csUi'Hisheil  bytu-ecu  the  tsrv  co*u'- 
Yet  Under  the  act  qf  May  1310,  which  vests  the  very  same  po«v teles.  ’ No;  w itiislanuing tins  assurance, htwrvrr^m  the  I'  ta  Sep;. 
CT,  a revocation  ol'  this  blockade  of  May 1606,  is  made  by  our  cab* } following,  Hegnier.gEmul  minis  ter  of  j ustic?,  declared  “ tA'at  the  J-k* 
inet,  a s -hx  (jua  non  ; an  indispensi'jk  requisite  ! And  now,  after  I \tcn(i-oris  of  the  cnigerur  were  that  by  ;■;/  ■ w «/'  that  decree  breach 
the  British minister  has  directly  avowed  that  this  order  of  block,  'armed  vessels,  mi g lit  seize  in  nen'ra!  vessels,  either  English  /,;o- 
ade  would  pot  continue  after  a revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  \peri y,or  nierchandbuyiiroce- ‘ding  front  ihc  English  m/niu/.  ciuri  • ; 
without  a due  application  of  an  adequate  force,  the  existence  ol'!  and  that  he  hud  reserved  Jar  future  decision  the  quest  inn  chef  her 
this  blockade  is  insisted  Upon,  as  a 'justifiable  cause  of  war,  not-  \ they  might  iM.pos.it  ss  themselves •>('  uet-tral  vemris  going  to.  or  from 
withstanding  that bur  government  admits  a blockade  is  legal,  to;  t.nglLnl.  although  they  hud  no  Emli-h  m ::u:J:.ctures  on  b-Hird." 
the  'maintenance  .of  which  and  adequate  force  is  applied.  1 Prt  tensions  so  obviously  exceeding  any  nie-.i-.ure  of  t>  laiia'.ion  that. 

The  undersigned  are  aware  that  in  justification  of  this  new ; if  the  precedent, acts  of  (he  British  government,  hud  at  forded  to 
ground,  it  is  now  said  that  the  extension  on  payer,  for  whatever  j such-  a resort  any  color  of  right,  it  was  lost  in  the  t iolcuce  and 
piu-pose  intended,  favotff  the  principle  of  paper  fclocka-des.  This.;  extravagance  of  tiiese  assumed  principh 

however,  can  hardly  be  urged,  since  the  British^  formally  disa  vow  j To  tiie  Berlin  decree  succeeded  the  British  orders  in  council  of 
the  principle  ; and  sincethey  acknowledge  tit  e very  doctrine  of  the , the  7 th  of  January  3 3-..  7,  which  Wri-c  merged  in  the  <n.kis  of  the 
law  of  nations  for  wJiich  the  American  administration  contend,  1 1 1th  of  November  f illowiii-  , Thi  s- declared  ' .11  ports  and  pl.-.t- 
henCeforth  the  existence  of  a blockade  becomes  a question  of  fact ; cs  belonging  to  France,  a yd  its  aides,  iff,  ••  which  t»i*-  British  Hag 
it  must  depend  upon  the  e vidence  adduced  in  supyorjL  of  the  ade-  j was  excluded,  all  the  colonies  of  hjs  Britannic  majesty’s  can.* 
quacy'-of  the blockadir.g'forcc.  vnirs,in  a state  of  blockade -prohihi < lug  all  trade, iu the produce 

From  the  preceding  statement  it  is  apparent,  that  whatever  there  and  manufactures,  of  the  said  country  « m*  colonies.  and  making  all 
is  objectionable  in  the  principle  of  the  order  of  May  1806,  or  in  j vessels  trading  to  or  from  them,  aud  ail  merchandise,  ou  board, 
the  practice  under  it,  on  ground  merely  American,  it  carjnot  be  set  j subject  to  capture  and  condemnation,  yith  an  exception  oi  ly  in 
upas  a sufficient  cause  of  war  ; for  until  France  pointed  it  out  as  j favor  of  the  direct  trade,  ueiwceu  neutral  countries  and  the  coiff 
a cause  of  control » vsv,  • it  <w  as  so  far  from  being  regarded  as  a ; nus  of  Ins  majesty's  rue  mb  s." 

Source  of  any  new  or 'grievous  complaint,  that  it  was  actually  con-  j These  extravagant  pretensions  on  the  part  of- Great  B -Haiti, 
sidere&by  our  government  in  a favorable  light.  j were  immediately  succeeded  by  other  .,  stilt  inure  extravagant,  on 

Tire  British  orders  in  council  are  the  remaining  source  ofdiscon.-}  the  part  of  France.  Without  wailing  lor  any  knowledge  of  the 


tent,  and  .avowed  cause  of  war. . These  have  heretofore  been  con- 
sidered by  our  government' in  connexion  with  (he  French  decrees. 

Certainly  the  British  orders  in  council  mid  l-mich  decrees,  form  a 
by-stem  subversive  of  neutral  rights  and  constitute  just  ground's 
of  complaint  t yet.  viewed  relatively  to  the  condition  of  those 
powers  ToWqrds  each  other,  and  of  the  United  States  towards  both, 
the  undersigned  cannot  persuade  themselves  that  the  orders  in  eoun- 
dll,  as  they  jiow  exist  and  with  their  present  effect  and  operation, 
justify  the  sckctioti  of  Great  Britain  as  our  enemy;  and  render 
iiecessaiy  a declaration  of  unqualified  war- 

Every  consideration  of  moral  du  ty  a t id  political  expediency  seem 
to  concur  in  -warning  the  United  States  not  to  mingle  in  this  hope- 
less, and,  to  human’ eve,  interminable  European  contest.  Neither 
France  nor  England  pretends'  that  their  aggressions  can  be  defend- 
ed on  the  ground  of  any  other  belligerent  right  than  'that. of  'parli- 
. erdaNnetessity. 

Both  attenmt  to  justify  their  encroachments  on  the  geribrsl  law 
ofjuations  by*  the  plea  of  retaliation.  In  the  relative  position  and 

proportion  of  strength  of  the  United  Slates  to  either1  ‘iielijgtivi it,  I tio’ri  of  any  European  power.  Hap; 
h here  appeared  little  probability  that  we  conld  compel  the  -oiie  or  country, _ if  a course  of  policy, 
the  other,  by  hostile  operations,  to  abandon  this  plea. 

.,  And  as  the  held  of  t-om-m-rei-fi  enterprise,  after  allowing  to  the 
decrees  ami  orders  their  full  practical  effect,  is  still  rich  and  exten- 
sive,there  seemed  as  Utile  wisdom  as  obligation  to  yield  solid  and  cer- 
tain realities  tor  unattainable  pretensions.  Thy  right  of  retaliation  as 
existing  in  either  bell  igt  «r- -nt,  it  wa>  impossible  for  the  U.  htates;  con- 
sistent with  either -ts  duty  or  inn  rest,  to  admit.  Yet  such  was  tlie 
state  of  the  decrees  and  orders  of  tlie  respective  belligerents,  in 
/relation  to  the  rights  of  neutrals,  that  while  on  the  one  hand  it 
formed  no  justification  to  either,  'so  on  tlie  other  concurrent  cir- 
eiUTSstai.ctx  fouutd  a complete  justification  to  the  United  States, 
in  maintaining  notwithstanding  these  encroachments,  provided  it 
-;-best  comported  with  their  interests,  that  .system-  of  impartial  neu- 
trality which  is  so  desirable  tS  tkeir, peace  and  prosperity.  For  if  it 
should  be  admitted,  which  no-  course  of  argument  can  nnunigijs, 
that  the  Berlin  decree,  which,  was  issued  on  the  21st  November 
3806,  was  justified  by  the  auticedciit  orders  of  the  Britisf.  admi- 
ralty respecting  the  opkmird  trade,  and  by  the  order- of  blockade 
of  the  16th  of  May  preceding,  yet  on  this  account  there  resulted  no 
right  of  retaliation  to  France,  as  it  respected  the  United  Siates.— 

They  hall  expressed  no  acquiescence  either  in  the  British  interfer- 
ence with  the  colonial  trade,  or  ixi any  extension  of  die"  principles 
of  blockade.  Besides,  had  there  been  any  such  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  as  warranted  the  French  emperor  in 
adopting  his  principle  of  retaliation,  yet,  in  the  exercise  of  that 
pretended  right  , lie  past  tlie  bounds  of  belli  public  law  ami  'decen- 
cy.; and' in  the  very  extravagance  of  that  exercise,  lost  the  advan- 
tage of  whatever  color  the  British  had  afforded  to  ids  pretences.— 

Not  content  with  adopting  a principle  of  retaliation  in  it  rms  limit- 
ed, and  appropriate  - to  the  injury  complained,  he  declared,  “all 
the  British '’islands  in  a state  of  blockade;  prohibited  all  commerce 
and  correspondence  with  them,'  all  trade,  m.-their  manufactures  ; 
aud  made  lawful  prize  of  all  merchandise,  belonging  to  England, 
or  coming  from  jis  manufactories  and  colonies.”  The  violence  of 
those  encroachments  was  equalled  only  by  the  terms,  and  manner, 

which  they  were  promulgated.  The  scope  of  the  expressions  of 
the  Berlin  decree  was  so  general,  that  ii  embraced  within  its  sphere 
the  whole  commerce  of  neutrals  with  .England,. , Yet  Deeres,  min- 
i-iter of  marine  an  France,  by  a formal  note  oi  tin-  fimh  Dec.  1306,  as- 
sured pur  minister  plenipotentiary,  that  the  imperial  d.Areeof  2jst 
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Fo.  ter  in  Fix ! tte  r of  the  3d  of  July  ih  ■ ».  u>  M .--.  Monro. . 
t;.i  the  uuct.iiiic  u.ainfai:ied  iv  !<;«  • 


i government- 


Britain  has  nov.  r attempted  to  distum  ,«sj 
n-se  of  the  law  of  natiofis,  my  blockade  t an  be.; 
n.lcss  it  be  supported  by  :u.»  “ adequate  three  if 
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The  treaty  which  had  been  sic. 
njd’to  expose  to  hazard  ai!  vessels  iittcmpUng  to  evade  \ Sw  uon-i 


course  tlie  A-i.'-iicaii  government  would  w-.*-  in  relation  to  tl 
Britisli  orders  in  council,  the  French  emperor  F a d.  on  ;he-l"t  rJ 
of  December  folio wing^Ms  Milan  deert-c,  in  wiiich  •*  every  ship  of 
whatever  nation,  wihicii  shall  have  j-.ilvnitt-.d  to  ttardi,  h;>  ay  F..,g- 
lish  t-hip,  or  to  a voyage  to  Englai.*".  or  paid  us«y  tax  to  that  v.-.- 
ver-iu.c))!.  arededaivd  denar iona'ized  gad  !;•  .vfid  prize. 

“ ’Flu-.  Frifsii  islands  arq declared  in  a .rate  of  > im-(.»dd,  by  s-  .* 
and  land : and  every  stap  of  whatever  tusfioii,  ov  wlialstKHrr  t!<  • 
'nature  of  its  cargo  i:.a\-  be,  tlqit  sail-,  from  Era  laud,  or  thus**  of 
tlie  English  coicmi-s,  or  of  countries  occupied  by  English  troops, 
and  proceeding  to  England,  or  to  the  English  colonies,  or  to  coun- 
tries occupied  in-  tiu*  English,  to  be  good  prize.”  The  nature  am! 
extent  of  these ' injuries',  thus  act!!. . milled  by  mutuaLedbris  of 
both  beilig.  rents-,  seemed  t<>  teach  tin-  Auu-vieini;  sttuesman  ties 
important’  lesson,— uolt  tp  attach  tim  eav.se  of  his- country  «•>  otu-, 
ortho  other,  bill,  by  systematic  and  solid  u^n-j.s-i.ms.  Ibr  seacovisv. 
:nu!  maritime  defence,  to  place  its  inur.-sts,  as  far  as  its  situatio.i 
and  resources  permits,  beyond  the  reach  <«'  the  rapacity  or  ami)  - 

i)d  it  have  been  -fur- -our 
country,  ii  a course  of  policy,  so  simple  and  obvious,. had  been 
adopted  ! 

.Unfortunately,  administration  had  r--c->nrse  to  a system,  compli- 
cate:! in  its  nature,  and  destrn.-ti  >-e  »!•  lu  uiii-cis  : which. instead  «•>-’ 
relief  from  the  accumulated  injnrjt  s of  tbreign  govt rumentf,. sen  - 
ed  only  to  fill  up  wliut  was-  wauling  in  the  i.e -a sure  of  *-viis  anrond 
f.y  art!ficiaIiUi»bi)yi--iVssipeufs  at  home.  As  long  ago  tvs  tlie  year  173 
Mr.  'dadisp;;.  tin- jirisci.t  pre-fidem  of  the  Ui.ii.Vi  ‘.Stairs,  tbenu 
member  of  the  house  of  rem\  ■ s,  d»-y:s;  d aul  proposed  a 

system  of  cm.imcr-.-iu!  ivstricuc:..--,  v.  iiicf.  h.ff<  ll»r  iu  objicl  if.  vo.-i- 
cion  of  Great  Bm  iiit.  by  a d-  1 to  ;iu.-r  wf  our  products  arid  our 
niurkc-t ; assciuir.g  that  ike  former  was,  in  a iva.m.v,  csseuth.l  (o 
her  prosperity,  eitlier  as  neccssr.ncs  ofiiu-,  or  a.  raw  inat.nri-.us  to-*- 
her  mrmulacturys  ; -ai'.d  tliat  without  the  ikU.r  a .great  proportion 
offer  labbring  classes  could  not  subsist. 

In  that  day  of  sage  aud  virtuous  forethought,  the  proposition 
was  rejected,  It  remained,  however,  a theme  of  unceasing  panegy- 
ric among  an  active-  class  of  American  politic! -ms,  who  with  a sys- 
tematic pertinacity,  inculcated  among  the  pe-opic.  that  eo...m»-rvf««l 
r.-staiclioixs  were' a species  of  warfv.ro  which  wpirl 1 ts.tsuiV  success 
to  the  United  States,  and  humiiintioo  to  Great  Bi  itain. 

There  were  two  en*eu«istanccs,. -inherent  -m  .-the  system  of  coerc- 
ing Great  Britain  by  commercial  restrictions,  width  ought  to  !.:»'*• 
made  practical  politicians  very  doubtful  of  its  r<  suit,  and  very 
tious  bfits  trial.  The.,e  were  tfie  state  of  opinion  in  relation  toiu 
eificaev  aiiioug  commercial  nk-n,  m tlie  United  States  ; and  the 
state  of  feeting  width  a rc-sort  to  it,  would  uunvol.htbly  produce  m 
Grekt  Britain  ; ou  the  one  hand,  it  was  undeniable,  that  the  great 
hoily  of  commiTcini  men  in  tlie' United  Staffs  l-.i-.tl  no  belief  in  siivii 
a dependence  of  Grt/.t  Britain,  upon  the  l nit*‘d  'nates,  either  idr 
our  products,  or  our  market, as  tlie  sy*U-.u  iinp!':<  d.  . 

Hi  th  out  the  hearty  co-operation  of  thi;  cl._.s  iff  men,  sueetss  m 
its  attempt  Was  qb\ iously  unattainable.  And -as  on  then-i  tlie  che-f 
sitli'eriiig  would  fall,  it  was  altogether  unreaso. at  Id  t.*  expect  llu.r 
they  Sun: Id  become  coh»pe rating  hismnnents  in  support  of  any 
system  which  was  ruin  t,»  them  and  without  hope  to  their  coun- 
try. On  the  other  hand  ..ns  it  ivsp,  cts  ( ftval  Bri  ein . a s\  Mem  pn- 
ccedpng  upon  liieavoweil.prineir/h-  of  her  d . pei.fi.  nec  o .v.-o  us.  was 
among- the  last,  to 

Noiwidi.standing 
Mr.  Madison  being 


as 


w hich  a proud,  and  powerihl  alien  Wm.l.l  o ! 1 
s 'cu. • ruiioas,  in  April,  1M- 

v of-sttUe,  a law  prssed  co  igres.- 
('truin  specif;. -I  nemufaeiiir- s <> 
•i  on  the  basis  of  Mr.  Math.,;).:' 
United  Stales  entcrul  oil  the  sjs- 
u-it  Great  Britifin,  , 
l on  the  eioifing  N rrember  ( I -Vr). 
:-dm  J .imuon  m l>e-.  IkOli.-iiavi;-' 
ffbpjit  b-  ing  prerente  : o the  .vei  ■ 

e.ii’a  lal  inp  act-  1*01  bet  -s.  IVpcaie. 


its  op.  i.it,  t.  t but  only  stc.penfitti,  Gicirt  Britain  issued  her  ordejw  in  co.  ncil-o:. 

Mr.  Foster,  m ins  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  o I the  26th  .Tnly.  ISn.lthe  litli  Kmemiu-r.  1307. 
also  says  “ ltit-  blockadeol  M«ty  1806,  will  not.  continue  after  tin-  On  the  ilst  of  tlie  stunc  month  of  November,  Chtr.ipagc.y,  Frent-U 
Jy . P /d  of  the  ovdt-rs  in- conned,  tinfcja  Jus  majesty’s  goyennnent  minister  fif  foreign ‘affairs,  wrote  to  ah'.  Arm.,frbi»g,  t!tc  Am-ricau 


Duval  force 
Aefi,  at  the 


think  fit  to  sustain  if  by  the  special  application  of  a sufficient } minister  iu  the  words  following  : “ All  the  diffie.u'itit-s  which  ha 
force,  £r.d  the  fact  of  its  iiAr.g  id  coxihitued  or  noc/vifi  be  lioti-j  ffevn  rise  to  your  rwkunatioj  ‘ ' ' 


A;'  tiu'gj'vcMUi.exil:  ci’l 


.s,  sir,  would  he  rciiioveti  \v  tii  r-<« 
tl  fj-;ales, 'tiller  eomni-jiffrg  in  --ain 
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t;,e  iirktni.'c  and  violasions  of  Emrland,  took,  with  the  whole  cur.ti- , vess.-ls  and  property  on  the  high  seas,  upon  the  principles  of  th. 
Ut  the  part  of  guaranteeing  it  therefrom.”  Ht-rlin  and  Milan  decrees,  A numerous  list  ol  American  m s - .s 

On  the  17th  of  the  ensuing  December  the  Milan  decrees  were  issii- ! thus  taken  since  the  1st  November,  1810,  now  exists  m the  mine 


ed  on  the  part  of  France,  and  fi  ve  days  afterwards  the  embargo  w 
passed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  Thus  was  completed,  br- 
acts nearly  cott  mporaneous,  the  circle  of  commercial  ho.rihnes. 

After  an  ineffectual  trial  of  four  years  to  control  the  policy  of  the 
two  belligerents  by  this  system,  it  was,  on  the  part  o!  the  United 
States  for  a time  relinquished.  The  act  of  the  1st  of  May  1810,  gave 
the  authority,  however,  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  to  re- 
vive it  against  Great  Britain,  in  case  France  revoked  her  decrees. 
Such  revocation  on  the  part  of  Prance,  was  declared  by  the  presi- 
dent's proclamation  on  the  2d  November  1810  ; and  in  consequence 
non-intercourse  was  revived  by  our  administration,  against  Great 
Britain. 

At  all  times  the  undersigned  have  looked, with  much  anxiety  tor 
the  evidence  of  this  revocation.  They  wished  not  to  question 
what,  in  various  forms',  has  been  so  often  asserted  by  the  adminis- 
tration, and  its  agents,  by  its  direction.  But  neither  as  public  men 
or  as  citizens,  can  they  Consent  that  the  peace  and  prosperity  oi 
the  country  should  lie  sacrificed,  in  maintenance  of  a position 
which  on  no  principle  of  evidence  they  deem  tenable.  They  can- 
not falsify  or  conceal  their  conviction-  that  the  French  decrees 
neither  have  been  or  are  revoked. 

"Without  pretending  to  occupy  the  whole  field  of  argument 
which  the  question  of  revocation  has  opened,  a concise  statement 
seems  inseparable  from  the  occasion. 

The  condition  on  which  the  non-intercourse  according  to  the 
act  of  1st  May  1810,  might  be  revived  against  Great  " Britain,  was, 
on  the  part  of  France,  r.n  effectual  fev  oration  of  her  decrees.  What 
the  president  of  the  United  States  was  bound  to  require  from  the 
French  government  Was,  the  evidence  oi'  such  etlectual  revocation. 
""Upon  this  point  both  the  right  of  the  United  States.und  i 
of  the  president,  seemed  to  be  resolved  into  Very  distinct 
deniable  principles.  The  object  to  la  Obtained  by  the  United  States 
from  France  was, an  effecting  revocation  -of  the -decrees.  A revoca- 
tion, to  be- effectual,  must  include,  in  the  nature  of  things,  this  es- 
sential requisite : the  wrongs  done  to  the  neutral  commerce  of 
the  Uni  ted  States,  by  the  operation  of  the  decrees,  must be  stopped. 

Nothing sliort  of  this  could  be  an  .effectual  revocation. 

Without  reference  to  the  other  wrongs  resulting  from  those  de- 
crees to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
state  the  prominent  wrong  done  by  the  3d  article  of  the  Milan  de- 
cree.* The  nature  of  this  w rong  essentially  consisted  in  the  an- 
thoritij  given  to  French  ships  of  war  and  privateers,  to  make  a 
a prize,  at  sea,  of  every  neu  tral  vessel  sailing  to  or  from  any  of  the 
English  possessions.  The  authority  to  capture,  was  the  very  es- 
sence of  the  wrong.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  an  effectual  revoca- 
tion requiro!,  that  the  authority  to  capture  should  he  annulled. 

Granting,  therefore  for  the  sake  of  argument,  (k  hat  from  its  terms 
audits  nature  was  certainly  not theicasr)  that  the  noted  letter  of. 
the  duke  of  Cad-ore  of  the  5th  of  August,  1810,  field  forth  a revoca- 
tion good  in  point  of  firm,  and  unconditional,  vet,  it  was  not  that 
effectual  revocation  for  which  the  act  oflat  May  18 1C,  alone  author- 
ised the  president  of  the  United  buttes  to  issue  his  proclamation, 
unless  inconsequence  of  that  letter  the  anther  it  y to  capture  was  an- 
nulled. The  letter  itself  is  ne-annuilment  of  this  authority  to  cap- 
ture, and  it  is  notorious  that  no  evidence  of"  the  annuli. neat  of  this 
authority  to  capture,  ever  has  been  adduced.  It  has  not  even  beta  j 
pretended.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  decisive  and  almost  daily  evi-J 
dence,  of  the  continued  existence  of  this  authority  to  capt 

The  charge  ofexecuting  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  was,  sev 
far  as  concerned  his  department,  giver,  by  the  tt  rms  ofthpsedecrees 
to  the  French  minister  of  marine.  At  cording  to  established  prin- 
ciples of  general  law,  the  imperial  act  which  gave  the  authority 
must  be  annulled  by  another  imperial  act,  equally  ‘urinal  and.  so- 
lemn ; or,  at  least,  the  authority  to  capture  mw  be  countermand- 
ed by  some  order  or  instruction  from  the  minister  of  marine. 

Nothing  .short  of  this  could  annul  the  authority  according  to  the 
rule  of  the  sea-sen  ice.  Was  such  annulling  act  ever  issued  by  the 
French  emperor?  Were  any  such  countermanding  orders  or  in- 
structions ever  given  by  the  French  minister  of  marine?  in  exer- 
cising a trust  committed  to  him,  by  the  legislature,  on  a point  so 
interesting  to  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  so 
important  to  the  peace  of  the  nation,  was  if.  not  the  duty  of  the 
president  to' have  the  evidence  of  such  unnulimont,  before  the  issu- 
ing of  any  proclamation  ? lias  he  ever  insisted  upon  such  evidence? 
Was  it  of  no  consequence  in  the  relative  situation  of  this  country 
as  to  foreign  powers,  that  the  regular  evidence  should, he  received 
by  our  administration  and  made  known  ? • Why  lias  a matter  of  evi- 
dence so  obviously  proper,  so  simple  in  its  nature,  so  ievei  to  gen- 
eral apprehension,  a i d so  imperiously  demanded  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  been  wholly  omitted  ? And  why’  if  the  Berlin' 

' and  Miian  decrees  are  annulled, ‘as  is  pi  t-tended,  do.-s  the  French 


of  the  secretary  of  state  j and  among  the  captures  are  -several 
vessels  with  their  cargoes,  lately  taken  and  destroyed  at  sea,  with- 
out the  formality  of  a trial,  by  the  commander  of  a French  squa- 
dron at  this  moment  cruising  against  our  commerce  under  orders 
given  by  the  minister  of  marine,  to  whom  the  execution  of  the  de- 
crees was  committed ; ami  those,  too,  issued  in  Jan.  last.  In  the 
Baltic  and  Mediterranean  seas,  captures  by  French  privateers  are 
known  to  us,  by  official  documents,  to  have  been  made  under  the 
authority  of  these  decrees.  How,  then,  are  they  revoked?  How 
have  they  ceased  to  violate  our  neutral  commerce  ? 

Had  any  repeal  or  modification  of  those  decrees,  in  truth,  t ' 
place,  it  mast' have  been  communicated  to  the  prize  court..,  and 
w oulii  have  been  evidenced  by  some  variation  either  in  their  riiies 
oriu  the  principles  of  their  decisions.  In  vain,  however,  will  this 
nation  seek  for  sitv.h  proof  of  the  revocation  of  the  decrees.  N\>  ac- 
quittal has  ever  been  had  in  any  of  the  prize  courts, up. m the  ground 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had  ceased,  even  as  it  respects  the 
United  States;  On  the  contrary,  the  evidence,  is  decisive  that  they 
are  considered  by  the  French  courts  as  existing. 

There  are  many  cases  corroborative  of  this  position.  It  is  enough 

to  state  only  two,  wliieh  appear  in  the  official  reports. 

'Fite  American  ship  Julian  was  captured  on  the  4th  July  1 8 1 1 , and 
on  the  10th  Sept.  1811, the  vesstland  cargo  was  condemned  l>y  the 
council  qf  prizes  at  Paris,  among  other  reasons,  because  she  was 
visited  by  several  English  vessels.  On  the  same  da^  the  Hercules, 
an  American  ship,  was  condemned  by  the  imperial  court  of  priz-s, 
alleging  “ that  it  was  impossible  that  she  was  not  visited  by  the 
enemy  ’s  ships  of  war.”  So  familiar  to  them  was  the  existence  of 
the  decrees,  and  such  their  eagerness  to  give  .them,  effect  against 
our  commerce,  that  they  faint-d  a visitation  to  have  taken  place, and 
that  notwithstanding  the  express  declaration  of  the  captain  and 
civw  to  (.lie  contrary.  In  addition  to  which  evidence,  Mr.  Russell’s 
letter  to  the  secretary  of  state  dated  8th  May,  1811,  says  “It  niav 
not  be  improper  tore-mark  that  no  American  vessel  captured  since 
the  1st  November  1810,  has  yet  been  released.” 

From  this  it  is  apparent  that  the  commanders  of  the  privateers, 
the  rational  vessels,  and  the  judges  of  .the  prize  courts,  to  which 
may  be  added  also  the  custom  house  officers,  who,  as  the  instru- 
ments of  carrying  into  effect- the  decrees,  must  have  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  repeal  had  it  existed,  have  been,  from  first  to 
last. ignorant  of  any-  revocation  ; and  uniformly  acted  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  their  existence.  If  other  evidence  of  the  continued  existence 
of  those  decrees  were  requisite,  the  acts  of  t.lie  French  government 
afford  such,  as  is  full  and  explicit.  Champagnv,  duke  of  Ci  doro, 
minister  of  foreign  relations,  in  Ins  report  to  Ins  maj-stv  the  em- 
peror and  king,  dated  Paris, 3d  Dec.  1810,  speaking  -if  iheHlecrees 
or  Berlin  and  Milan,  says  expressly,  “as  tong  as  England  persists 
in  her  orders  in  council,  your  majesty  'tqill  persist  in  your  decrees." 
Than  which  *»> declaration  call  he  more  direct,  not  only  that  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  are  unrevoked,  but  that  they  will  sore- 
main  until  the  English  orders  in  council  arc-withdrawn.  And  in 
the  address  delivered  by  his  imperial  majesty,  Napoleon,  to  the 
council  of  commerce,  oil  the  31st  March  1 8 la.  he  thus  declares  : 
“ The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  the*  fundamental  laws  of 
my  empire.  For  the  neutral  navigation,  • I consider  the  Hag  as  an 
extension  of  territory.  The  power,  w hich  sutlers  its  flag  to  he  vio- 
lated, cannot  be  considered  as  neutral.  The  fate  of  the  American 
commerce  will  -soon  he  decided.  1 will  favor  it  if  the  United  -states 
conform  themselves  to  these  decrees.  In  a contrary  case  their  vex’ 
sels  ahull  be  driven  from  my  empire.” 

And  as  late  as  the  10th  of  March  last,  in  a report  to  the  French 
minister  of  foreign  relations,  communicated  to  the  conservative 
senate,  it  is  declared  “that  as  long  as  the  British  orders  in  council 
are  not  revoked,  and  the  principles  of  the  treaty  of  Uuvcht.  in 
relation  to  neutrals  put  in  three,  the  decrees  of  Beilin  and  Milan 
ought  to  subsist,  for  the  powers  who  suffer  their  Hag  to  he  donatin'.  - 
ali/«*ri.”  In  none  of  these  acts  is  there  any  exception  in  favor  of 
the  United  States,  And  on  the  contrary  in  the  report  of  Marc  a 
last,  by  placing  those  decrees  on  tiie  basis  >>t‘“  the  prim  ipies  of  ttv* 
treaty  of  Utreclu,”  the  French  minister  has  extended 'the  i,  rms  of 
revocation  beyond  all  prior  pretensions. 

Those  who  maintain  the  revocation  of  these  decrees  as  it  re- 
spects the  United  States,  rely  wholly  upon,  the  suspension  of  the 
decisions- of  the  French  prjz.ejpourts,  in  relation  to  some  few  ves- 
sels, and  the  liberation  of  others,  by  the  special  direction  of  the 
French  emperor.  Can  there  be  stronger  presumptive  evidence  of 
the  existence  of  those  degrees  than  this— that  no  vess:  I is  excepteil 
from  tin  ir  operation,  until  after  the  special  excreUe  of  the  empe- 
ror's will,  in  the  particular  case. 


emperor  withhold  this  evidence  of  their  amnillmwit  ? Why  does!  iuivs;  or  if  any  were  made,  lihenition  would  boa  mater  of 


le-  w ithhold  it  when  the  question  of  revocation  is  presented  under 
eircTi  instances  of  so  much  urgency  ? 

Not  only  has  it  never  been pretended  that  any. such  imperial  act 
ot  anmdlmeitt  lias  issued,  or  that  any  such  orders  Ar  instructions, 
conntern.tuitlij.g  the  authority  to  capture,  were  ev-  r given,  lmt 
there  is  decisive  evidence  of  the  reverse  in  the  conduct  of  tin. 
Freiicu  ; unfit-  armed  ships  and  privateers.  At  all  times,  since  No; . 
1810,  these  Ships  and -privateers  have  continued  to  capture  our 


If  the  decrees  were  effectively  revoked,  there,  would  be  no  cap 


* This  article  is  in  these  words  : « Art.  3d.  The  British  islands 
are  declared  to  be  in  a state  of  blockade,  both  by  land  and  set;,— 
Every  ship  of  what  vet4  nation,  or  whatsoever  the  nature  ofjts  cargo 
may  he,  that  sails  from  the  ports  of  England,  or  thq.e  of  the  Eng- 
iisn  colonies  and  of  the  countries  occupied  by  English  troops,  and 
proeeethng  to  England,  or  to.  the  English  colonies,  or  to  countries 
occupied  by  English  troops,  is  good  ami  lawful  prize,  as  contrary 
to  the  present  decree, mml  inay  he  miftwqd  On  our  -y..;G  of'erur  - ' 
imvauer  .,  and  <r  fudged  to  the  csttai 


and  of  general  right ; instead  of  being  an  affair  of  particular  fa- 
vor or  caprice,  is  it  for  vexations  and  indulge!  ick-s like  these,  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  to  abandon  their  comiiK.-nv 
and  peace?  Is  it  for  such  favors  they  are  to  invite  tie*  calamities 
of  war?  If  the  resources  of  nogociaiiou  were  exhausted,  had  tin. 
government  no  power  remaining  to  diminish  tier  cam.!  s of  iialiouiil 
controversy,  by  preventing  abas--*  ? After  this,  bud  it  no  pow 
to  provide  tin-  protecting  indisputable  and  important  l ights,  uii!«t»,i;*,. 
waging  a war  ol'  offence  ? In  the  i\guiar' exercise  •.!  f gi.i  -ti.*- 
and  executive  p Avers  ; might  not  the*  fair  objects  of  interests 
our  country  have  been  secured  eompjt  <t  i \ by  consist'-]  it .and  wind-  - 
some  plans  tor  defensive  protection  ?•  And  wots  I I not  a n. ilium  ; 
position. strictly  defensive,  yet  highly  i-espec:tr,ljl<-,lia\  e t>.-.-u  ies.s  im.- 
ihehson.e  to  the  people  than  '.he  prop  ct-.-d  wttt  t V.'onld  it  no:  i..- 
more  friendly  to  the  cause  Of  our  own  s-  amt  i.-  m-  . vile  for  our 
navigation  ami  commerce;  lucre  tavoiab!'  to  tie- inn  r.  .,<s  of  rn 
agriculture;  less  hazardous  tt>  national  chamctt r ; mo;  j z-jr'.’;-; 
ot  a peopf* -jealous  of  laeir  liberty  and  aid-.-pendeuee  ? 
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For  entering  Into  these  hostilities,  is  there  any  thing  in  the  friend- 
ship or  commerce  of  France,  in  its  nature  very  interesting  or  al- 
luring ? Will  the  reaping  of  the  scanty  fields  of  French  t rade, 
which  we  seek,  in  any  way  compensate,  for  the  rich  harvest  of 
general  commerce,  which  by  war  we  arc  about  to  abandon  : When 
♦altering  into  a wav  with  Great  B.iitain,  for  commercial  rights  and 
interests,  it  seems  impossible  not  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  our 
commercial  relations  with  France,  and  the  advantages  the  United 
States  will  obtain.  We  may  thus  be  enabled  to  judge  whether  the 
prize  is  worth  the  contest. 

By  an  official  statement  made  to  congress  during  the  present 
session,  it  appears  that  of  45,294,000  dollars  of  domestic  productions 
cf  the  United  States,  exported  from  September  30th,  1810,  to  Oc- 
tober 1st,  1811,  only  1,194,275  dollars  were  exported  to  France  and 
Italy,  including  Sjcilv,  not  a dependency -of  France. 

France  is  now  deprived  of  al) die?  foreign  colonies,  and  by  review- 
ing our  trade  with  that  country  for  several  years  past  and  before 
foe  date  of  the  oWers  in  council,  it  will  appear  that  exclusive  of 
iter  foreign  possessions,  it  has  l>een  comparatively  inconsiderable. 
The  annexed  statement  marked  A,  taken  from  official  documents, 
shows  the  quantity  of  particular  articles,  the  produce  of  the  U i u ted 
States,  exported  to  all  the  world,  distinguishing  the  amount  both 
To  France  and  to  England  anil  her  dependencies  from  13 10  to  1811. 
From  this  statement  it  appears,  how  small  a portion  of  the  great 
staples  of  pur  country  is  taken*  by  France.  While  France  retained 
ier  colonies  produce  found  its  way  to  the  mother  country  through 
me  United  States  and  our  trade  with  her  in  tlx-se  articles,  was  not 
inconsiderable.  But  since  she  has  been  deprived  of  her ’foreign 
possessions,  and  since  the  establishment  of  (her  iminic-i  pal*  regula- 
tions, as  to  licenses, this  trade  has  been  in  a great  degree,  annihilated. 
With  respect  to  colonial  produce' none  can  be  imported  into  France 
except  from  particular  ports  df  the.  U.  States  and  under  special  impe- 
rial licenses.  For  these  licenses  our  merchants  must  pay  what  the 
agents  of  the  French  government  think  proper  todeinand.  As  to 
articles  of  ourdomesiie  produce,  they  are  burdened  with  such  exor- 
Tbitant  duties,  and  are  subjected  to  such  regulations  and  restrictions 
on  theiiyimportation  as,  in  ordinary  times,  will  amount  to  a prohi- 
bition. On  the  5th  of  August  1810,  the  very  day  of  the  duke  of 
Cadore’s  noted  letter,  a duty  w as  imposed  on  all  sea  island  cotton, 
imported  into  France,  of  more  than  eighty  cents  per  pound,  and  on 
other  cotton  of  about  sixty  cents  per  pound,  amounting  to  three 
or  tour  times  their  original  cost  in  the  United  States.  And  as  to 
tobacco,  the  French  .minister  here  on  the  23d  July  1811,  informed 
our  government  that  it  was  “ under  an  administration  (en  regie) 
in  France  ; the  administration  (he  says)  is  the  only  consumer  and 
can  pu  chase  only  the  quantity  necessary  for  its  ow  n consumpi  ion.” 
And'  by  other  regal  nions  not  more  than  one  fifteenth  .of  all  the 
Tobacco  consumed  in  France,  can  be  of  foreign  growth.  The  ordi- 
nary quantity  of  tobacco  annually  consumed  in  France  is  estimated 
at  thirty  thousand  hogsheads,  leaving  only  about  two  tlcousand 
fiogsheads  of  foreign  tobacco  tube  purchased  in  France. 

In  addition  to  these  impositions  and  restrictions,  the  importer  is 
not  left  at  liberty  with  respect  to  Ins  return  cargo.  By  other 
edicts,  he  is  com  jk  lied  to  vest  the  avails  of  ids  importations,-  if,  af- 
ter paying  duties  and  seizures,  any  remain,  in  such  articles  of 
Fi-meh  produce  and  manufacture,  as  the  French  government 
thinks  proper  to  direct.  Tw  o thirds  at  least  must  be-  laid  out  in 
talks  and  me  other  third  in  w ines,  brandies,  and  other  articles  of 
that  country.  To  show  that  tins  account  of  our  commercial  rela- 
tions with  France  dees  not  rest  on  douotful  authority,  the  under- 
signed would  refer  to  the  statements  and  declarations  of  our  go- 
vernment on.  this  subject.  In  a letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  the  late 
secret  uy  of  state,  to  the  minister  of  France  here,  of  the  18th 
Dee  mher,  1310,  speaking  of  our  trade  to  that  Country,  uuder  its 
regulations  ;■  after  the  pretended  repeal  of  the  decrees,  Mr.  Smith 
savs  “the  restrictions  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had  the 
fcftl  ft  of  restraining  the  American  merchants  from  sending  their 
vessels  to  France.  The  interdictions  in  the  system  that  has  been 
substituted,  against  'the  admission  of  American  products,  w ill  have 
the  effect  of  imposing  upon  them  an  equal  restraint.” 

* If,  then,  for  rite  rev  oked  decrees,  municipal  laws,  producing 
TJte  same  commercial  effect  have  been  substituted,  the  mode  only, 
and  not  the  measure,  has  undergone  an  alteration.  And  however 
True  it  may  be,  that  the  change  is  lawful  in  form,  it  is  nevertheless,' 
ss  true,  that  is  essentially' unfriendly,  and  teat  it  does  not  at  all  com- 
port with  the  ideas  inspired  by  your  letter  of  the  27th  nit.  in  w hich 
you  wer-e  pleased  to  declare  the  ‘distinctly  pronounced  intention 
of  his  imperial  majesty'  of  favoring^  he  commercial  relations,  be* 
tween  France  and  the  United  States,  in  all  the  objects  of  traffic, 
which  shall  evidently  proceed  from  their  agriculture,  or  manufac- 
tures.” If  France  by  her  own  acts,  liad  blockaded  up  her  ports 
against  the  intugduetion  of  the  products  of  the  United  States,  what 
motive  hits  this  government,  in  a discussion  with  a third  pow  er, 
to  insist  on  the  privilege  of  going  to  France  ? Whence  the  in- 
ducement to  urge  the  ammllment  of  a blockadefof  France,  when 
if  annulled,  no  Ainericau  cargoes  could  obtain  a market  in  any  of 


* It  appears  by  it  that  for  twelve  years  past  France  has  not  taken 
many  year,  more  than 

Cotton  - - - - 7,000,000  pounds 

- - 7,000  tierces 

Tobacco  ......  16,000  hogsheads 

Dried  fish 87,000  quintals 

®f  flour,  naval  stores,  and  lumber,  none  of  any  importance. 

It  also  appears,  by  it,  that  the  annual  average  taken  by  France 
for  twi  lve  years,  was,  of 

Cotton  - - - - - 2,664,090  pounds 

Kice - 2,253  tierces 

*1  obaeeo  -------  5,927  hogsheads 

*'ish  - 24.735  quintals. 

Or  late  years  some  of  these  articles  have  not  been  shipped  at  all 
directly  to  France,  but  they  have,  probably,  found  their  way  thither, 
through  the  northern  ports  of  Europe. 


her  ports  ? In  such  a state  of  things,  a blockade  of  the  coast  qf 
France  would  be,  to  the  United  States,  as  u/iimportankas  would 
a.  blockade  of  the  coast  of  the  Caspiau  sea.” 

And  so  far  has  the  French  emperor  been  from  relaxing,  in  whole- 
or  in  part,  those  odious  regulations  as  to  us,  in  consequence  of  our 
submitting  to  give  up  our  English  trade,  that  they  have  been  made 
a subject  of  special  instructions  to  tin;  minister  who  has  been  sent 
to  the  court  of  France.  Mr.  Monroe  in  his  letter  of  instruction's 
to  Mr.  Barlow  of  July  26,  1811,  says:  “ Your  early  and  particular 
attention  w ill  be  drawn  to  the  great  subject  of  the  commercial  re- 
lations which  is  to  subsist  in  future,  between  the  United  States  and 
France.  The  president  expects  that  the  commerce  of  the  United 
Stales  will  be  placed  in  the  ports  of  France, on  such  a footing  as  to 
afford  it  a fair  market ; and  to  the  industry  and  enterprise  ot'  Lie  ir 
citizens,  a reasonable  encouragement.  An  arrangement  to  this 
effl-ct  was  looked  for,  immediately  after  the  revocation  of  the  de- 
crees, but  it  appears  fryip  the  documents,  in  this  department,  that 
that  w as  not  the  case ; on  the  contrary  that  our  commerce  has  been 
subjected  to  the  greatest  discouragement , or  rather,  to  the  most  op- 
pressive restraints ; that  the  vessels  which  carried  coffee,  sugar. 
See.  though  sailing  directly  from  the  United  States  to  a. French 
port,  were  held  in  a state  of  sequestration,  on  the  principle,  that 
the  trade  was  prohibited,  and  that  the  importation  of  these  articles 
was  not  only  unlawful,  but  criminal;  that  even  the  vessels,  which 
carried  the  unquestionable  pv.xluctions  of  the  United  States,  were 
exposed  to  great  and  expensive  delays,  to  tedious  investigations,  in 
unusrtl  forms,  and  to  exorbitant  duties.  In  sliort  that  the  ordinary 
usages  of  commerce  between  friendly  nations  were  abandoned.” 
Again  Mr.  Mom-lie,  in  tlie  sa  me  letter  says,  “ If  the  ports  of 
France,  and  her  allies  are  not  opened  to  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,on  a liberal  Scale,  and on  fair  conditions,  of  what  avail  to  them  , 
it  may  he  asked,  will  be  the  revocation  of  the  British  orders  in 
council  ? In  contending  for  the  revocation  of  these  orders,  so  far  as 
it  was  an  object  of  interest,  trie  V-  S.  had  in  view,  a trade  to  the  conti- 
nent. It  was  a fair,  legitimate  object  and  worth  contending  for, 
while  France  encouraged  it..  But  if  she  shuts  her  ports  on  our  com- 
merce, or  burdens  it  with  heavy  duties,  that  moti  ve  is-at  an  end.”  He 
again  says:  “ You  will  see  the  injustice  and  endeavor  to  prevent 
the  necessity  of  bringing  in  return  for  American  cargoes,  sold  in 
France,  an  equal  amount  in  the  produce  or  manufactures  of  that 
country.  No  such  obligation  is  imposed  on  French  merchants 
trading  to  the  U.  States.  They  enjoy  the  liberty  of  selling  their 
cargoes  for  cash,  and  taking  back  what  they  please  from  this 
country,  in  return.  It  is  indispensable,  that  tlie  trade  be  free,  that 
all  American  citizens  engaged  in  it  be  placed  on' the  same  footing, 
aiirl,  with  this  view, .that  the  system  of  carrying  it  tin  by  licenses 
granted  by  French  agents,  be  immediately  annulled.” 

The  despatches  from  Mr.  Barlow,  by  tlie  Hornet,  most  clearly 
show  that  the  expectations  of  our  government  have  not  only  not 
been  realized,  but  that  even  the  promises  obtained,  by  our  minis- 
ter are  of  a very  unsatisfactory  nature.  Indeed  while  Bonaparte 
is  sending  armies  to  the  north  of  Europe,  to  take  possession  of  the 
ports  on  the  Baltic,  and  by  his  fast  sailing  squadrons,  is  burning 
A«ri  in  vet- els  .on  the  A fontie, -ill  expectations  of  a free  trade 
f om France,  must  oe  wo.- e tlm..  v i .. 

Notwithstanding  the  violence  of  the  belligerents,  were  the  re- 
strictions of  our  own  government  removed,  the  commerce  of  the 
U.  States  might  be  extensive  (aiul  profitable.  It  is  well  known  that 
from  tiie  gallantry  ot'our  seamen, if  merchant  vessels  were  allowed, 
to  arm  and  associate  for  self-defence,  they  w ould  be  aide  to  repel'  ma- 
ny unlawful  aggressions.  Tlie  danger  of  capture  would  be  dimi- 
nished and  in  relation  to  one  of  the  belligerents  at  h ast,  the  risk, 
undi  r such  circumstances,  would  soon  be  measured  by  insurance. 

The  discussion  of  our  government,  in  relation  to  the  British  or- 
ders in  council,  give  a currency  to  the  opinion  that  they  exist,  with- 
out any  modification  according  to  the  extent  of The  first  principles 
on  which  they  w ere  issued.  And  the  French  minister  in  his  last 
communication  on  this  subject,,  made  to  the  conservative  senate, 
on  tlie  10th  of  March . last,  speaks  of  the  blockade  of  the  10th  of 
May  1806,  “ as  annihilating  the  rights  of  all  maritime  states,  and 
putting  under  interdiction  whole  coasts  and  empires;”  and  of  the. 
onlevs  in  council  of  1807,  as  though  still  subsisting,  and  that  ac- 
cording to  their  principles  all  vessels  were  compelled  “ tu  pay  a tri- 
bute to  England,  and  all  cargoes  a tariff  to  her  customs.  What 
the  real  extent  and  principle  of  the  blockade  of  May  1806,  were, 
have  already  been  explained.  With  respect  to  the  British  orders  of 
1807,  the  truth  is,  that  by  a new  order  issued  on  the  20th  of  April 
1809,  they  were  revoked  or  modified,  and  the  obnoxious  transit  du- 
ty called  by  tlie  French  minister  ‘’tribute  aud  tariff,”  was  done 
away.  The  new  order  of  April  1809,  w hich  is  now’ the  subject  of 
complaint,  is  limited  to  “ all  the  ports  and  places  as  for  north  as, 
the  river  Ems,  inclusively,  under  the  government  styling  itself  the 
kingdom  of  Holland,  and  all  ports  and  places  under  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  together  with  the  colonies,  plantations  and  settle-* 
ments  in  the  possession  of  those  governments  respectively,  and  all 
ports  and  places  in  the  northern  parts  of  Italy,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  ports  ofOrbitellh  and  Fesavo,  inclusively.” 

The  effect  then  of  the  British  orders  of  blockade  now  in  force,  is 
to  deprive  us  of  the  commerce  of  France,  Holland  and  a part  of 
Italy.  And  they  leave  open  to  us  the  commerce  of  all  the  rest  ot 
the  world.  Wlfat  that  is,  some  estimate  may  he  formed  by  refer- 
ence to  the  subjoined  table,  which  exhibits  the  state  of  our  com- 
merce during  1806  and.  1807,— The  two  last  years  antecedent  to 
the  operation  of  our  restrictive  system.  By  that  table  it  appears 
that  the  value  of  the  exports  of  our  domestic  products  to  France, 
Holland  and  Italy,  was,  during  those  two  years,*  at  an  average  on- 
ly of  about  six  and  a haifmiUion  of  dollars.—  Whereas  the  average 
of  our  domestic  exports  to  all  oilier  parts  of  the  world,  and  which 
are  now  left  free  to  us  notwithstanding  the  effect  of  the  British  on 
tiers  in  council,  exceed  thirty-eight  ■millions  ! So  extensive  a com-. 

* Value  of  a^tic-lys  of  [domestic  produce,  exported  to  all  tint 
world. 
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jaerce  it  is  proposed  to  surrender  for  the  restricted  trade  the  French  place  ourselves  on  the  side  of  France  ; and  exposes  ns  to  the  vassal- 
emperor  will  allow.  A trade  burdened  by  impositions,  or  harassed  age  of  states  seining  under  the  banners  of  the  French  emperor. 


emperor  will  allow.  A trade  burdened  by  impositions, 
by  vexations,  from  French  domination,  and  French  douaniew , or 
/custom  house  officers,  in  almost  every  port  of  continental  Europe. 

As  to  the  scale  of  commercial  advantages,  France  has  little  to 
•offer,  in  return,  for  the  many  obvious  hazards,  which  according  to 
the  wish  of  her  emperor,  the  United  States  are  about  to  incur  ; so, 
in  the  moral  estimate  of  national  prospects,  there  is  little  charac- 
ter to  gain,  or  consolation  to  expect  in  the  dark  scene  of  things, 
on  which  we  are  entering. 

A nation,  like  the  U.  States,  happy  in  its  great  local  relations  ; 
removed  from  the  bloody  theatre  ot  Europe ; with  a maritime  bor- 
der, opening  vast  fields  lor  enterprise  *— with  territorial  possessions, 
exceeding  every  real  want ; — its  lire-sides  safe; — its  altars  undelil- 
ed from  invasion  nothing  to  fear from  acquisition  nctliing  to 
hope, how  shall  such  a nation  look  to  heaven  for  its  smiles,  while 
throwing  away,  as  though  they  were  worthless,  all  the  blessings  and 
joys,  which  peace  and  such  a distinguished  lot,  include?  With 
what  prayers  can  it  address  the  Most  High,  when  it  prepares  to 
pour  forth  its  youthful  rage  upon  a neighboring  people ; from 
w hose  strength  it  has  nothing  to  dread,  from  whose  devastation  it 
has  nothing  to  gain  ? 

If  our  ills  were  of  a nature  that  war  would  remedy  ; if  war 
would  compensate  any  of  our  losses,  or  remove  any  ot  our  com- 
plaints, there  might  be  some  alleviation  of  the  suffl-ring  in  the 
charm  of  the  prospect.  But  how  will  war  upon  the  land  protect 
commerce  upon  the  ocean  ? What  balm  has  Canada  for  wounded 
•Jhonor?  How  are  our  mariners  lienefited  by  a war  which  exposes 
those  who  are  free,  without  promising  release  to  those  who  are  im- 
pressed ? 

But  it  is  said  that  war  is  demanded  by  honor.  Is  national  honor 
a principle  which  thirsts  after  vengeance,  and  is  appeased  only  by 
blood  ; which,  trampling  oil  the  hopes  of  man,  and  spurning  the 
law  of  Gad,  untaught  by  wliat  is  past  and  careless  of  what  is  to 
come,  precipitates  itself  into  any  folly  or  madness  to  gratify  a self- 
ish vanity,  or  to  satiate  some  unhallowed  rage  ? If  honor  demands 
a war  with  England,  what  opiate  lulls  that  honor  to  sleep  over  the 
wrongs  done  us  by  France  ? On  land,  robberies,  seizures,  i mprison- 
ments  by  French  authority;  a{  sea,  pillage,  sinkings,  burnings  un- 
der French  orders.  These  are  notorious.  Are  they  unf  it  because 
they  are  French  ? Is  any  alleviation  to  be  found  in  the  correspon- 
dence and  humiliations  of  the  present  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  U.  Slates  at  the  French  court  ? In  his  communications  to  our 
government,  as  before  the  public,  where  is  the  cause  for  now  se- 
lecting France  as  the  friend  of  our  country,  and  England  as  the 
enemy  ? 

If  no  illusions  of  personal  feeling,  and  no  solicitude  for  elevation 
of  place,  should  be  permitted  to  misguide  the  public  councils ; if  it  is. 
indeed,  honorable  for  the  true  statesman  to  consult  the  public  wel- 
fare, to  provide,  in  truth,  for  the  public  defence,  and  impose  no  yoke 
of  bondage;  with  full  knowledge  of  the  wrongs  inflicted  by  the 


age  ot  states  serving  under  the  banners  of  the  T rench  emperor. 

1 lie  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  asking  what  are  the  Unit^' 
ed  States  to  gain  by  this  war  ? Will  the  gratificatioji  of  some  priva- 
teersmen compensate  tne  nation  for  that  sweep  of  our  legitimate' 
eommerwe  by  the  extended  marine  of  our  enemy,  which  litis  des-'- 
perate  act  invites.  Will  Canada  compensate  the  middle  states,  for1 
New- York  ; or  the  western  states  for  New-Orleans  ? Let  us  nc*-- 
lie  deceive*.  A war  of  invasion  may  invite  a retort  of  invasion. - 
When  we  visit  the  peaceable,  and  as  to  us,  innocent  colonies  of* 
Great  Britain,  with  the  horrors  of  war,  can  we  lie  assured  that  out 
own  coast  will  not  he  visited  with  like  horrors  ? 

At  a crisis  of  the  world  such  as  the  present,  and  under  impressP 
ons  such  as  these,  the  undersigned  could  not  consider  the  warint*', 
w hich  the  U.  States  have,  in  secret,  been  precipitated. as  necessary, 
or  required  by  any  moral  duty,  or  any  political  expediency. 
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lions  extraordinary,  for  the  war  expenditures,  must  our  feliow-citi 
Zens  throughout  the  union,  be  doomed'  to  sustain  the  burden  of 
weir  taxes,  in  various  forms  of  direct  and  indirect  imposition  ? For 
official  information  respecting  the  millions  deemed  requisite  for 
charges  of  th"  war  ; for  like  information,  respecting  the  nature 
and  amount  of  taxes  deemed  requisite  for  drawing. those  millions 
from  the  community,  it  is  here  sufficient  to  refer  to  estimates  and 
reports  made  by  the* secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the  committee  of 
pays  and  means,  and  to  the  body  of  resolutions  passed  in  March 
last,  in  tho  house  of  representatives. 

It  would  be  some  relief  to  our  anxiety,  if  amends  were  likely  to 
be  made  for  the  weakness  and  w ildness  of  the  project,  by  the  pru- 
dence of  the  preparation.  But  in  no  aspect  of  this  anomalous 
.affair  can  >ve  trace  the  great  and  distinctive  properties  of  wisdom. 
There  is  seen -a  headlong  rushing  into  difficulties,  with  little  calcu- 
lation about  the  means  and  little  concern  abovit  the  consequences. 
y ith  a navy  comparatively  nominal,  we  are  about  to  enter  into  the 
lists  against  the  greatest  marine  on  the  globe.  With  a commerce 
unprotected  and  spread  over  every  ocean,  we  propose  to  make  pro- 
fit by  privateering,  and  for  this,  endanger  the  wealth  of*  which  we 
are  honest  proprietors.  An  invasion  is  threatened  of  the  colonies 
of  a power,  w hich,  without  putting  a new  ship  into  commission,  or 
taking  another  soldier  into  pay,  can  spread  alarm  or  desolation 
along  the  extensive  range  of  our  seaboard.  The  resources  of  our 
Country,  in  their  natural  state,  great  beyond  our  wants,  or  our  hopes 
are  impaired  by  the  effect  of  artificial  restraints.  Before  adequate 
fortifications  are  prepared  for  domestic  defence,  before  men  or  mo- 
ney are  provided  for  a war  of  attack,  why  hasten  into  the  midst  of 
that  awful  contest,  which  is  laying  waste  Europe  ? It  cannot  he 
concealed,  that  to  engage  in  the  {.resent  war  against  England  is  to 
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25,770,748 

5 

40.383,491 

4,504  329 

32,571,071 

6 

37,491,282 

7 032,1  18 

24,256,457 

7 

66,612,7 37 

6,114,358 

53.180,211 

8 

12,364,346 

2,087.450 

7 992.593 

9* 

53,210,225 

non-  dir  ect 

13,255,987 

10f 

93  874  201 

do. 

36.171,9)5 

14 

62,186 

do. 

46,872,457 

RICE. 

TU-rce-s. 

Tierces. 

Tierces 

100 

112,056 

none 

77,547 

1 

94,866 

2.724 

65,022 

2 

79,822 

7.116 

37  393 

3 

81.838 

3,116 

33,200 

4 

78,385 

6,014 

24,975 

5 

56,830 

1.601 

24,732, 

6 

102.627 

33,92 

39,298 

rr 

91,692 

3,006 

37,417 

8 

9,228 

none  direct 

4,298 

9 

116,907 

do. 

33,138 

10 

131,341 

do. 

40,045 

* la  1809,  in  consequence  of  the  embargo  and 
non  intercourse  act,  4 millions  of  pounds  of  cotton 
tvere  shipped  for  Mederit,  10  and  a half  millions 
to  the  Fioridas,  6 millions  to  Faval  and  Azores, 
i million  and  three  quarters  to  Portugal,  and  10 
millions  to  Sweden. 

f In  1810,  about  4 millions  of  poundsof  cotton 
were  shipped  for  Spain,  3 millions  for  Portugal, 
3 millions  for  Madeira,  10  millions  for  Florida,  2 
rpdlions  for  Europe  gen  rally,  4 millions  for  Fay- 
al  and  the  Azores,  14  millions  for  Denmark  and 
Norway,  and  5 millions  for  Sweden. 

^Iji  1811,  9 millions  of  pounds  oi  cotton  were, 
shipped  for  Russia, 
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TOBACCO. 


Ilhds. 

Ilhds. 

Hhds. 

1800 

78,680 

1 43 

7,79S 

1 

103,758 

5,0C6 

35,256 

2 

77,721 

16,216 

29.93S 

*<J 

86,291 

9,515 

57.829 

4 

83,343 

14,623 

24,700 

5 

71,152 

12,135  ' 

IS,  1 96 

6 

83,186 

9,182 

26,272 

7 

62,232 

2,870 

28,047 

8 

9,576 

566 

2,526 

9 

53  921 

none  direct 

8,965 

■ 10 

84,134 

do. 

24,067 

11 

35,828 

569 

20,3 S2 

FISH— dried  or  smoked. 


Quintals. 

Quintals 

Quintals 

1800 

392,727 

none 

141,420 

1 

410,948 

1,687 

111,030 

2 

410,929 

27,067 

92,679 

3 

461,870 

3,491 

7 1 .795 

4 

567,828 

3 765 

76,822 

5 

5:4,549 

73,004- 

55,676 

6 

587,447 

19  347 

66,377 

7 

473,924 

87,651 

55,242 

8 

155,808 

16,144 

26,998 

9 

345,648 

none 

66,566 

10 

28  \ 801 

2,150 

55,456 

11 

216,387 

28,622 

33,243 

PICKLED  FISH, 

None  exported  to  European  Fra 

nee-. 

FLOUR. 

Barrels 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

1800 

653,052 

none 

365,739. 

1 

1,102,414 

none 

758,025 

2 

1,156,218 

14,621 

481.8S6 

3 

], 311, 853 

18,045 

502,006 

4 

810,008 

1,074 

255,515 

A 

777,512 

none 

285,176 

6 

782,724 

none 

308,048 

7 

1,249,819 

none 

619,918 

S 

263,8.13 

none 

70,081 

30 

798,431 

none 

192,477 

11 

1,445,012 

2,966 

275,531 

NAVAL 

STORES— Tar. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

1800 

59,410 

none 

58,793. 

1 

67,487 

none 

62,632 

2 

37,497 

797 

21,330 

3 

78,989 

none 

75>295 

4 

5S,181 

none 

45,210 

3 

72,745 

nqne 

50,439 

6 

62,723 

none 

50,663 

7 

59,282 

none 

51,232 

8 

18,761 

hone 

17,630 

9 

128,090 

none 

32,072 

10 

87,310 

none 

50,0.2 1 

11 

149,796 

none 

123,031 

TURPENTINE. 

1800 

33,129 

none 

32,530 

1 

35,413 

ijone 

35,143 

2 

31,761 

none 

86,769 

. 3 

61,178 

none 

60,732 

4 

77,125 

none 

76,950 

t - 5 

95,640 

none 

94,323 

6 

74,731 

none 

71)851 

7 

53,451 

none 

52,107 

8 

17,061 

none 

17,009 

9 

77,398 

none 

22,885 

30 

62,912 

none 

36,996 

11 

100,242 

none 

07,250 

LUMBER. 

Of  the  vast  quantities  of  Lumber  exported  from 
1800  to  1811,  only  a few  Stares  and  Heading  went 
to  Fiance,  ns  follows — viz. 

Thousands  of  Slaves  and  Heading. 

1801  6,349 

3 357 

4 123 

5 406 

6 7 !6 

7 614 

8 105 


Militia  of  Virginia. 

Circular  letter  from  the  governor  to  the  com- 
manders  of  regiments  in  the  state  of  Virginia — 
Richmond , June  25 lh,  1812. 

Sir — I enclose  the  proclamation  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  announcing,  that  the  long, 
anticipated  event  has  at  length  occurred  ; America 
has  closed  with  Great  Britain  in  a solemn  appeal 
to  the  God  of  battles,  and  looks  to  the  energies  of 
her  citizens  for  that  redress  of  her  wrongs  which 
she  has  demanded  of  her  enemies  in  vain. 

An  occasion  so  important  calls  for  the  “energy 
of  every  heart  and  the  prudence  of  every  head.” — 
Itis  a period  which  will  decide' the  character  and 
fate  of  America.  An  ardent  devotion  to  her  cause, 
a determination  to  encounter  every  privation  and 
every  danger  which  the  conflict  may  produce,  an 
unanimity  in  the  council  and  field,  under  Provi- 
dence, who  holds  with  an  even  hand  the  balance  of 
justice,  cannot  but  crown  our  efforts  with  success^ 
In  a moment  like  this  let  all  party  distinctions  be  for- 
gotten, and  whilst  we  offer  them  up  as  the  most  ac- 
ceptable sacrifice  upon  the  altars  of  our  country 
and  embrace  each  other  as  brothers,  let  us  present 
an  undivided  front  to  the  enemy. 

What  has  America  under  such  auspices  to  appre- 
hend ? If  she  has  already  measured  swords  with 
her  enemy  under  every  disadvantage,  when  she  was: 
yet  in  her  infancy,  composed  of  discordant  bodies, 
without->pecuniary  resources,  without  discipline  in 
her  armies,  or  the  means  of  arming  them,  and  with 
a government  weak  as  a rope  of  sand  ; if  in  this  un- 
propitiofas  state  she  was  carried  through  the  conflict 
with  triumph  ami  dictated  a peace  to  her  enemy, 
may  we  not  confidently  hope  we  shall  be  equally 
victorious,  when  we  have  the  same  justice  on  our 
side,the  same  independence  to  contend  for, with  a mi- 
raculous increase  of  physical  force,  and  a govern- 
ment strong  in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  pos- 
sessed both  of  the  will  and  capacity  to  embody  and 
give  the  most  efficient  direction  to  our  resources  ? — 
But  it  would  be  the  height  of  imprudence  to  hope 
for  an  entire  exemption  from  all  the  calamities  of 
war,  more  especially  by  those  whose  situation  is  an 
exposed  one.  Remember  that  confidence  and  su^ 
pineness  are  the  parents  of  misfortune  ! 

The  executive  department  (to  the  full  extent  of 
their  means)  have  endeavored'to  place  those  sections 
of  the  state  liable  to  invasion  in  a respectable  posture 
of  defence,  by  arming  them  entire  and  distributing 
the  munitions  of  war  when  applied  for.  1 have 
now  to  request  that  you  will,  in  concert  with  the 
officers  of  your  Regiment^  endeavor  to  impress  up- 
on the  citizens  the  indispensable  necessity  of  a strict 
attention  to  discipline, and  with  a view  to  that  object 
of  frequent  masters,  inculcate  upon  them  the  pro- 
priety of  keeping  their  arms  in  the  best  possible 
state  for  effectual  service  ; and  further  that  you  will 
make  some  arrangement  by  which  upon  the  ap^ 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER PAGE  JONES. 


SIT 


'fcarance  of  danger  by  simultaneous  movement,  you 
may  unite  at  some  preconcerted  plape  of  rendez- 
vous. It  would  be  productive  of  much  advantage 
if  the  plan  were  so  comprehensive  as  to  embrace 
several  regiments,  which  should  mutually  agree  to 
co  operate  without  the  formality  of  a legal  notice. 
I have  to  require  of  the  commandants  of  regiments, 
whose  residence  on  the  bay  and  navigable  rivers 
will  enable  them  to  do  so,  to  give  to  this  depart 
xnent,  bv  express  the  earliest  information  of  the  ap- 
proach of  danger,  that  thereby  the  whole  resources 
of  the  state,  if  there  be  need,  may  be  brought  to 
your  relief  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

With  sentiments  of  respect, 

I am  your  fellow- citizen, 

JAMES  BARBOUR. 

N.  B.  You  will  distribute  the  enclosed  amongst 
the  majors  and  captains  of  your  regiment.  J.  B. 


Paul  Jones. 

( Continued  from  page  298. ) 

It  was  more  than  eleven  o’clock  when  the  battle 
ended  ; it  had  consequently  last  more'  than  four 
hours.  My  ship  had  no  more  than  322  men,  good, 
bad  and  indifferent,  on  board,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  engagement ; and  the  sixty  of  these, 
posted  in  the  gun-room  when  the  gun  burst,  having 
been  of  no  further  service  during  the  action,  could 
not  be  properly  considered  as  forming  part  of  the 
crew  opposed  to  the  Serapis,  which  had  received  a 
supply  of  English  sailors  while  in  Denmark  ; audit 
appeared,  indeed,  by  the  muster  roll,  that  there  were 
upwards  of  400  on  board  of  her,  when  the  first  gun 
was  fired.  Her  superiority  was  still  more  consider- 
able in  respect  to  guns,  without  mentioning  her 
greater  weight  in  metal,  which  surpassed  ours  be- 
yond all  comparison.  Thus,  setting  aside  the  da- 
mage done  by  the  Countess  of  Scarborough,  during 
the  forepart  of  the  action,  and  also  by  the  three  broad- 
sides from  the  Alliance,  it  will  be  easy  to  form  a due 
judgment  of  the  combat  between  the  Richard  and 
the  Serapis,  and  set  a proper  value  on  a victory  ob- 
tained over  a force  so  greatly  superior,  after  such  a 
long,  bloody  and  close  engagement. 

The  Y’engeance,  a corvette,  mounting  twelve 
three  pounders,  and  the  boat  belonging  to  the  pilot, 
with  my  second  lieutenant,  another  officer,  and  ten 
men,  would  have  been^of  singular  service,  either 
in  pursuring  and  capturing  the  convoy,  or  by  rein- 
forcing me  : but,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  fact 
is,  that  they  remained  all  this  time  mere  spectators 
of  the  action,  in  which  they  took  no  interest,  keep- 
ing themselves  to  windward,  and  out  of  all  danger; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  conduct  of  the  Alli- 
ance had,  at  least, the  appearance  of  proceeding  from 
a principle  worse  than  ignorance  or  insuboidina 
tion. 

It  must  appear  clear,  from  what  has  been  already 
sa'ul,  that  if  the  enemy’s  ports  were  not  annoyed, 
the  Baltic  fleet  taken,  and  the  eight  Indiamen  seiz- 
ed, the  blame  did  not  lie  with  me. 

It  is  but  justice,  however,  to  observe,  that  some 
of  my  officers  conducted  themselves  admirably  dur- 
ing the  action.  The  lieutenant,  Mr.  Dale,  being 
left  alone  at  the  guns  below,  and  finding  he  could  not 
rally  his  men,  came  upon  the  deck,  and  superintend- 
ed  the  working  o f the  pumps,  notwithstanding  he 
had  been  wounded.  Notwithstanding  all  his  efforts, 
the  hold  was  more  than  half  full  of  water  when  the 
enemy  surrendered. 

During  the  last  three  hours  of  the  action  both  the 
vessels  were  on  fire ; by  throwing  water  on  the 
flames,  it  was  sometimes  supposed  that  they  were 


quenched,  but  they  always  broke  forth  anew,  and, 
on  the  close  of  the  action,  we  imagined  it.  wlufl’v 
extinguished.  It  was  very  calm  during  the  remain 
der  of  the  night ; but,  when  the  wind  began  to  blow, 
our  danger  became  imminent,  the  fire  having  pene- 
trated the  timbers,  and  spread  until  it  had  reached 
within  a few'  inches  of  the  powder-magazine.  On 
this  the  ammunition  w*as  brought  on  the  deck,  to 
be  thrown  in  the  sea,  in  case  of  extremity ; but  we, 
at  length,  succeeded  in  our  endeavors,  by  cutting 
away  a few  planks,  and  employing  our  buckets. 

Next  morning  the  weather  w’as  hazy  and  not  a 
sail  to  be  seen.  We  then  examined  the  Richard  to 
see  if  it  wrere  possible  to  carry  her  into  any  port. — . 
This  proving  wholly  impracticable,  all  the  boats 
were  employed  in  carrying  the  wounded  onboard 
the  other  vessels.  This  occupied  much  of  our  time 
and  on  the  succeeding  day,  notwithstanding  all  our 
pumps  had  been  at  work,  the  hold  was  entirely  fujl 
of  water,  and  the  vessel  soon  after  sunk.  On  this 
occasion  I could  only  save  the  signal  .flags,  and  I 
lost  all  my  property,  amounting  to  more  than  5,000 
livres. 

On  this  I instantly  assumed  the  command  of  the 
Serapis,  on  which  we  erected  jury  masts  ; but  the 
sea  wis  so  tempestuous  that  it  wras  ten  days  before 
we  reached  the  Texel. 

No  sooner  was  my  arrival  known  than  forty-two 
vessels,  forming  different  squadrons  of  frigates, 
were  fitted  out  from  the  various  ports  in  Great  Bri- 
tain against  me,  and  two  of  these  were  stationed  dur- 
ing three  months  at  the  mouths  of  the  Texel  and 
the  Fly.  My  situation  in  Holland  influenced  not  a 
little  the  conduct  of  the  belligerent  powers,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  excited  the  attention  of  all  Europe. 
The  English  minister  at  the  Hague  addressed  differ- 
ent memorials  to  the  states  general,  in  all  which  he 
insisted  that  the  Serapis  and  the  Countess  of  Scarbo- 
rough **  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  king,  his  mas- 
ter ;”  and  he,  at  the  same  time,  claimed  me  under 
the  appellation  of  “ the  Scotch  pirate.” 

Instead  of  listening  to  these  propositions,  the 
states  general  permitted  me  to  land  my  wounded  on 
the  island  of  the  Texel,  which  was  delivered  up  to 
me  for  that  purpose;  on  this  the  British  govern  - 
ment  became  furious,  and  Holland  was  reduced  to 
so  critical  a situation,  thatthe  states  were  under  the 
necessity  of  insisting  that  1 should  either  leave  the 
Texel,  or  produce  a commission  from  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty,  and  hoist  the  French  flag. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  who  was  attached  to  the 
English  interest,  sent  the  vice-admiral  Rhynst,  who 
was  also  English  in  his  heart,  to  assume  the  com- 
mand of  the  Dutch  squadron  in  the  Texel,  compos- 
ed of  thirteen  two  deckers.  This  officer  drew  up 
his  squadron,  during  six  weeks',  in  such  a manner 
as  to  menace  us  ; and,  in  short,  did  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  render  my  situation  both  dangerous 
and  disagreeable. 

In  the  mean  time  I had  an  interview  with  the  duke 
de  la  Vanguyon,  at  Amsterdam,  who  intimated  to 
me,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  king  of  France 
that  I should  hoist  his  flag  during  my  stay  in  the 
Texel,  as  he  imagined,  that  my  prizes  would  as- 
suredly fall  into  the  enemy’s  hands  if  1 tried  to  escape 
— I,  however,  refused  this  honor,  as  I had  declar- 
ed myself  an  American  officer,  and  had  given  a co- 
py of  my  commission  from  congress  to  the  Dutch 
admiral.  It  was  contrived,  however,  at  length, 
that  I should  go  on  board  the  frigate  Alliance,  the 
captain  of  which  had  been  sent  to  Paris,  to  gite  an 
an  account  of  his  conduct,  and  where  I should  s'. ill- 
carry  my  former  colors,  whv.e  th*  prizes  shonldfhoist; 
the  French  flag,  / 
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At  length  the  wind  becoming  favorable,  on  the 
SL7 th  of  February,  1779,  the  Alliance  set  sail  after 
having  lost  all  her  anchors,  one  only  excepted,  in 
consequence  of  admiral  Rhynst’s  instructions  to 
the  pilot ; and  it  was  at  least  an  hundred  to  one, 
that  we  should  fall  in  with  the  enemy.  I,  however, 
had  the  good  fortune  to  escape,  although  the  Alii 
ance  passed  the  straits  of  Dover,  within  sight  of  the 
English  squadron  in  the  Downs.  After  getting 
clear  of  the  channel,  I soon  reached  the  latitude  of 
Cape  Fiuislere,  and  entered  the  port  of  Corunna, 
January  16,  1780. 

On  my  return  to  France,  I found  that  the  French 
commissary  had  made  a private  sale  oi  my  prizes  to 
the  king  without  consulting  me.  On  this  I repaired 
to  Versailles,  along  with  D.  . Franklin, but  was  receiv 
ed  with  great  coolness  by  the  minister  of  the  marine. 
On  this  account  I declined  asking  him  to  present 
tne  to  his  majesty.  This  honor  was  conferred  on 
me  next  day  by  the  prince  de  Beauveau,  captain  of 
the  guards.  The  public  received  me  at  the  opera, 
and  all  the  public  places  where  I appeared,  with  the 
most  lively  enthusiasm  ; this  added  to  the  very  favor 
able  reception  [ received  from  his  majesty,  afforded 
me  singular  satisfaction  : and  the  minister  of  the  ma- 
rine from  that  moment  paid  tne  the  most  marked  at- 
tention. (To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 


Military  Notices. 

Brig,  general  Peter  Gansewort,  of  the  United 
States  army,  the  “Hero  of  fort  Schuyler, ’’has  died  at 
Albany,  after  a very  distressing  illness,  aged  62 
years,  11  months  and  16  days. 

John  Armstrong , esq.  of  Pennsylvania  (late  mi- 
nister to  France)  and  Thomas  Flournoy , esq.  of 
Georgia  had  been  appointed  brigadier-generals  in 
the  armies  of  the  United  States. 

Col.  Thomas  Cushing , of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  is  appointed  adjutant  general  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States. 

Col.  Alexander  Smyth , of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  is  appointed  inspector  general  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States. 

Samuel  Carswell , esq.  of  Philadelphia,  is  appoint- 
ed commissary-general  of  the  United  States. 

A meeting  of  a considerable  number  of  citizens, 
above  the  age  of  45  years,  was  held  at  Philadelphia 
on  the  1st  instant,  Charles  Biddle,  Esq.  chairman, 
and  George  A.  Baker,  Esq.  secretary,  at  which  it 
was  patriotically  resolved  to  form  a military  asso- 
-ciation,  of  persons  exempted  from  the  performance 
of  militia  duty,  to  aid  the  civil  authority,  and  de- 
fend the  said  city  with  its  liberties,  from  hostile 
attack,  during  the  absence  of  the  younger  citizens. 

At  Wilmington  (Del.)  immediately  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  the. declaration  of  war,  the  old  officers  of 
the  late  continental  army  residing  in  that  borough 
and  its  vicinity,  assembled,  with  others,  and  asso- 
ciated for  the  particular  defence  of  the  place,  “from 
invasion  when  the  young  and  active  may  be  called 
into  distant  service.”  The  subscription  paper  for 
this  purpose  is  headed  by  colonel  M'Lane,  major 
Jaquett,  captain  Roche  and  captain  Kirkpatrick , 
of  the  old  continental  line,  and  Drs.  Tilton , Mun 
roe  and  Smith  of  the  old  staff’— a venerable  and  ho- 
norable commencement. 

A letter  from  Kentucky  to  the  editor  says — “ our 
state  required  no  draft-men — our  quota  is  made  up,  of 
men  that  know  how  to  use  their  arms.  The  recruit- 
ing for  regulars  goes  on  equally  well.  We  are  rea- 
dy and  willing  to  check  and  bring  to  submission 
the  savage  foe,  and  prepared  to  aid  our  Atlantic 
brethren,  if  their  needs  may  require  it,’* 


The  British  vessel,  mentioned  in  ourlast  to  hav« 
been  detained  by  the  United  States  brig  Oneida,  was  j 
unfortunately  released  about  12  hours  before  the 
news  of  war  reached  Sackett’s  haibor,  where  she  j 
was  sent  for  “adjudication.”  Lieutenam  Woolsey,  j 
however,  on  receiving  the  interesting  intelligence,  1 
left  the  port  for  the  express  purpose  of  trying  his  j 
strength  and  the  courage  of  his  sailors  with  the  ’ 
Royal  George , a ship  of  22  guns  ; but,  consider-  q 
ing  the  superior  weight  of  metal  of  the  Oneida  not  1 
to  be  considered  as  a much  more  powerful  vessel.  1 
Lieutenant  Woolsey  has  also  the  command  of  two  A 
gun  boats  on  the  lake.  The  British,  besides  the  Roy-  I 
al  George,  have  the  earl  of  Moira  of  1 2 guns  and  two  9 
armed  schooners — they  are  also  building  a schooner  1 
and  six  gun  boats  at  Little  York.  We  have  12  i 
merchantmen  on  the  lake,  well  calculated  to  carry  J 
guns,  preparation  for  which  appears  to  have  been  I 
made  in  anticipation  of  war. 

The  people  of  South  Carolina,  mindful  of  the  suf- 
ferings of  that  state  in  the  revolutionary  war,  with  a 
spirit  and  promptitude  worthy  the  cause,  are  pre- 
paring to  defend  themselves  and  avenge  the  wrong* 
of  their  country. 

The  declaration  of  war  reached  tnaj.  gen.  Pinck-  i 
ney  at  Savannah,. by  express  on  the  25th  ult.  at  that 
time  engaged  in  inspecting  the  fortifications  for  the 
defence  of  the  place.  The  news  was  immediately 
sent  to  St.  Mary’s. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Savannah  dated  20 th  June. 

“ An  express  left  this  place  last  Thursday  for  St. 
Mary’s  with  the  news  of  the  Declaration  of  liar  : 
the  gun  boats  there  took  immediate  possession  of 
seven  English  armed  ships  and  five  Spanish  ships. 
No  doubt  they  will  be  removed  up  St.  Mary’s  river 
for  safety.” 

An  express  that  carried  the  news  of  war  from  Al- 
bany to  the  British  in  Canada,  was  apprehended  and 
lodged  in  jail  near  Geneva.  He  implicated  several 
persons  in  Albany,  who  were  seized,  but  released  a* 
they  appeared  to  be  concerned  only  in  mercantile 
transactions  ; yet  by  this  harmless  procedure  the  Bri- 
tish had  the  news  one  day  earlier  than  our  garrison* 

The  116th  regiment  of  Virginia  militia,  command- 
ed by  colonel  Koontz,  furnished  its  quota  ot  the 
100,000  men,  with  hardy  volunteers.  A fine  troop 
of  horse,  in  the  same  neighborhood  have  offered 
their  services  to  the  president  of  the  United  States 
as  part  of  the  50,000.  But  one  sentiment  prevails 
among  the  gallant  citizens  of  that  part  of  the  state 
sometimes  called  new  Vh  ginia,which  is  inhabited  by 
as  fine  a race  of  men  ever  lived. 

On  the  29th  ult.  upwards  of  400  cavalry,  artillery 
and  infantry,  passed  through  Philadelphia,  north- 
ward ; and  on  the  1st  instant  300  recruits  of  the 
13th  regiment  left  New  York,  with  the  same  desti- 
nation. 

Part  of  the  militia  of  New  Hampshire  have  been 
marched  to  the  sea  board. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  New  Hampshire 
will  furnish  her  quota  of  the  100,000  militia  entirely 
of  volunteers. 

Congress  have  passed  a law  to  build  a new  Boston, 
New  York  and  General  Greene  to  replace  the  fri- 
gates condemned  as  un-seaworthy  and  also  a new 
Philadelphia,  to  replace  the  one  burnt  at  Tripoli. 
All  the  other  vessels  will  be  iff  service  in  a very  short 
time. 

Commodore  Rodgers.— From  a great  variety  of 
reports  we  collect  the  following  as  probable  facts. 
Immediately  on  receiving  the  news  of  the  declara- 
tion of  war  com.  Rodgers  proceeded  oh  a cruize, 
having  undey  his  command  the  frigates  President , 
United  States  and  Congress,  with  the  ship  of  war 
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Jjornct  and  brig  Argus.  When  out  a short  time  he 
was  informed  that  a very  rich  fleet  of  110  sail,  from 
Jamaica  for  England  under  convoy  of  a frigate  and 
two  brigs  of  war,  were  seen  a few  day’s  sail  from 
liim  ; and  the  whole  squadron  give  immediate  chase 
in  that  direction  ; during  which,  it  appears,  they 
came  across  the  Betvidere  after  dark  and  gave  her  a 
severe  mauling,  but  lost  her  during  the  night.  On 
the  24th  ult.  the  ship  Erie,  arrived  at  New- York, 
was  boarded  from  the  Horftet,  the  rest  of  the  ves- 
sels in  company,  in  pursuit  of  the  Jamaica  fleet. — 
We  hope  for  some  interesting  news  in  a few  days. 
If  fortunate  enough  to  come  up  with  this  fleet,  we 
expect  to  hear  of  one  of  the  most  brilliant  atchiev- 
ments  recorded  in  maritime  history.  The  value  of 
the  fleet  is  estimated  at  £ 12,000,000  sterling,  and 
the  frigate  is  supposed  to  have  a very  large  quantity 
of  specie  on  board. 

The  people  of  the  eastern  states  are  laboring 
« might  and  main,”  to  fit  out  privateers.  Two  have 
sailed  from  Salem,  and  ten  others  are  getting  ready. 
This  looks  well. 

From  Baltimore  there  will,  in  a few  days,  be  at 
sea,  12  or  15  of  the  fastest  sailing,  and  best  found 
and  appointed  vessels  in  the  world,  carrying  from 
10  to  16  guns  each,  and  from  80  to  120  men. 


Twelfth  Congress. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  July  2.  Mr.  Bacon  reported  a bill  mak- 
ing additional  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
military  establishment  and  for  the  Indian  depart- 
ment for  the  year  1812,  which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Wright  reported  a bill  supplementary  to  the 
act  authorising  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  military 
corps  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. — 
[This  bill  afterwards  went  through  a committee  of 
the  whole  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading.] 

On  motion  of  Mr  Che\res, 

Resolved,  that  a committee  be  appointed  to  enquire 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  means  of  retrench 
ment  and  economy,  of  reform  in  the  general  ma- 
nagement, and  of  extension  and  of  efficiency  in 
the  naval  establishment,  may  be  practicable  and  ex- 
pedient, and  that  they  have  power  to  act  in  the  re- 
cess and  repor  t at  the  next  meeting  of  congress,  but 
no  compensation  shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  com- 
mittee during  the  recess. 

Messrs.  Cheves,  Quincy,  Milnor,  R.eed,  Wid- 
gery,  Seybert,  Harper,  Williams,  Macon,  Bleeck- 
er,  Newton,  Mosely  and  Little  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a bill  making  additional  compensation  to  tjhe  offi- 
cers of  the  two  houses  of  congress  in  consideration 
of  the  unusual  length  of  the  present  session  of  con 
gress  and  the  multiplied  and  arduous  duties  perform- 
ed by  them. 

Messrs.  Grundy,  Turner  and  Crawford  were  ap 
pointed  the  committee. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  further  appropriations 
for  the  defence  of  the  maritime  frontier  of  the  Uni 
ted  States,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled “ an  act  respecting  alien  enemies,”  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  a uniform  rule 
of  naturalization,  was  r$&&a  third  time  and  passed. 


The  house  proceeded  again  to  consider  the  bill  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  military  stores  to  Canada 
and  certain  other  British  provinces. 

A motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Richardson,  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefinitely,  and  negatived. 

And  thp  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  fo* 
a third  reading. — [It  afterwards  passed.] 

The  bill  from  the  senate  “to  admit  the  entry  of 
vessels  of  the  United  States  on  certain  conditions,” 
was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  military  establishment  and  for  the  In- 
dian Department  for  the  year  1812,  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea, 

Resolved , That  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency ot  providing  by  law  for  the  safe-keeping  o€ 
prisoners  of  war,  and  that  the  committee  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Friday,  JulyZ . — After  a variety  of  minor  busi- 
ness— Mr.  Wright  reported  a bill  providing  for  the 
safe-keeping  and  accommodation  of  prisoners  of 
war;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  M‘Kim  submitted  the  following  resolution 
with  a view  to  enter  it  on  the  journal,  as  preparato-. 
ry  to  a consideration  on  the  subject  at  the  next  scs-. 
sion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  directed  to  report  a bill  imposing  a tax  on  all 
spirituous  liquors  distilled  in  the  United  States,  at 
different  rates  according  to  the  degree  of  proof  there- 
of to  average  not  more  than  twenty-five  cents  per 
gallon. 

The  house  refused  to  consider  the  resolution. 

For  consideration  35 

Againat  it  40 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Harper  in  the  chair,  on  a bill  respecting 
transfers  of  certain  public  stocks. 

[After  several  attempts  by  Mr.  Randolph  to  defeat 
the  bill,  it  wras  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading.] 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  passed  at  this 
session  authorising  the  acceptance  and  organiza- 
tion of  certain  volunteer  corps,  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

For  the  bill  57 

Against  it  29 

[The  two  houses  were  employed  the  last  days 
of  their  sitting,  in  bringing  to  a close  the  business 
before  them,  which  they  did  with  great  order  and 
regularity,  and  adjourned  at  an  early  hour  on  Mon- 
day evening,  without  taking  off  the  obligation  of 
secrecy  on  some  parts  of  their  proceedings  which, 
are  not  yet  made  known  to  us.  A list  of  the  pub- 
lic acts  passed,  shall  appear  in  our  next.  Some  of 
the  most  important  lsws  will  be  inserted  as  space  is 
allowed.]  


The  Chronicle. 

BALTIMORE,  July  11,  1812, 
Congress  adjourned  on  Monday  night  after  a 
long  session  in  which  thev  passed  143  laws. 

The  depreciation  of  British  bill5,  and  their  paper 
money  in  general,  has  caused  a great  drain  of  specie 
from  Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  in  exchange  for  the  provi- 
sions sent  from  the  United  States.  The  vessels 
now  entering  our  ports  from  those  places  bring 
their  returns  chit  flv  in  dollars — in  very  good  time. 

The  kingdom  of  H yti  is  the  scene  of  an  active 
and  desolating  civil  war.  “ King  Henry”  laid 
iseige  to  Port  %u  Prince,  the  head  quarters  of  fife 


OO;  « 
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rival,  Potion;  but  gen.  Magnv;  ci-devant  duke  off  The  United  States  sloop  of  war  Wasp  Was  at 
PlaisauW  and  mavechal  de  i’Empire,  surrendered  | Cowes  on  the  19Lh  of  May.  A king's  messenger 
himself  to  the  latter  with  the  whole  right  wing  of;  left  England  with  despatches  lor  America  on  the 
the  army*  of  the  former.  The  next  day  the  kin*  (20th.  A fleet  of  merchantmen  sailed  for  Quebec 
made  a precipitate  retreat.  It  is  thought  he  will  be  the  same  day — also  a fleet  for  Halifax  having  on 
driven  to  his  strong  holds  in  the  mountains,  gene-  j board  the  103rd  regiment. 

ral  disaffection^  prevailing  among  the  people  of  his  Xhfi  American  schooner  Falcon,  of  Baltimore, 
section  ot  the  island.  'from  Boston  to  Bordeaux,  with  4 guns  and  16  men. 

By  arrivals  from  Cadiz  we  learn  there  were  afloat  I was  engaged  for  two  hours  ami  a half,  with  the 
in  that  harbor  80,000  bbls.  American  flour;  yet  the  British  cutter  Hero  of  8 guns  and 50  men,  and  Anal- 
price  was  25$  per  bbl.  The  n$ws  of  the  embargo^  beat  her  off  with  great  damage,  after  repulsing 
had  created  much  uneasiness.  three  attempts  at  boarding  !■—  On  the  next  day  the 


The,  British  are  still  sending  supplies  of  clothing 
and  arms  to  Spain — the  war  in  that  country  though 
extremely  destructive  to  both  sides,  presents  but 
few  great  events.  The  French,  from  the  papers 
ive  see,  appear  to  fare  the  worst;  yet  they  maintain 
their  ground,  and  have  complete  sovereignty  over 
many  provinces. 

Certificate  No.  one  (says  the  Boston  Patriot 
of  the  Ist  inst.)  was  on  Wednesday  last,  given  atthe 
laon  office,  to  John  Adams,  (late  president  of  the 
United  States)  for  his  subscription  to  the  late  loan 
of  11  millions  dollars. 

Mr.  Foster,  the  late  British  minister  was  expect- 


Falcon  was  attacked  by  a British  privateer  of  0 
guns  and  40  men  ; who  withouthailing,  commenc- 
ed a tremendous  fire,  which  was  bravely  returned 
for  an  hour  and  a half,  when  the  captain  and  several 
of  the  crew  being  wounded,  the  Falcon  was  boarded 
and  carried  by  the  British,  her  colors  still  flying  ! 
The  American  was  then  taken  to  Guernsey,  where 
the  wounded  men  were  put  on  shore.  We  are  hap- 
py to  learn  they  are  likely  to  recover. 

The  pleasing  belief  held  out  in  our  last  of  the 
glorious  success  of  th6  patriots  of  Mexico,  is  con- 
firmed bv  subsequent  accounts.  In  this  extensive 
region  a king  is  acknowledged  only  at  Vera  Cruz  ; 
ed  to  sail  from  Boston  foV*  Halifax' about  thebth  of  jtAe  seige  of  which  was  immediately  expected,  the 
the  present  month.  [advanced  posts  of  the  republicans  being  within  20 

i miles  of  the  place,  at  our  last  advices,  intercepting 
In  one  of  the  New  York  papers  we  observe  the  - all  the  supplies*  of  provisions  and  money. 

following  advertisement — a A.  Burr,  attorney  and  j 

counsellor  at  law,  no.  9,  Nassau-street.” 

In  the  early  part  of  last  month  governor  ITarri 


son  permitted  the  return  of  some  of  the  militia 
corps  to  Kentucky  from  Vificennes,  under- a belief 
that  theye  would  not  be  any  hostile  operations  a- 
gainst  the  Indians  in  that  quarter  for  some  time. 

The  war  between  Russia  and  Turkey  is  about  to 
recommence — France  is  yet  at  peace  with  the  for- 


GFvEAT  NEWS!  Just  before  this  number  went 
to  press,  we  received  London  dates,  Via  New-^ork, 
as  late  as  the  23d  of' May.  On  the  day  preceding  a 
vote  passed  the  house  of  commons,  by  a majority 
of  four,  to  address  the  prince  regent  requesting 
that  he  would  be  . pleased  to  form  an  efficient  minis- 
try. The  prince  promised  to  take  the  same  into 
consideration,  and  aU/iJie  old  ministry  resigned  their 


mer  though  the  talk  of  the  long-talked-of  war  is  r t-\  places.  The  new  ministry  will  consist  entirely  o 
newed  in  the  London  papers.  I the  former  ODposilion,  this  prominent  persons  of 

A formal  capitulation  of  Berne,  in  Switzerland.  [ whom  are — lord  Holland , the  marquis  Wellesley, 


The 


has  been  made  to  France. 

French  pay  are  12,000. 

The  19th  of  March  was  celebrated  at  Madrid  as 
the  birth  day  of  Joseph-  Bonaparte.  Sixtv  new 


wiss  troops  in  ! earl  'Moira,  Mr.  Canning,  lord  Grey,  Mr.  Tierney, 
(the  marquis  of  Lamdowne,  l6rd  EfsHne,  lord 

i n t _ cT.i! rv/r...  cm — o.  „ 


Lauderdale^  Mr,  lluskisson,  Mr.  Sheridan,  &c. 
From  this  entire  change,  it  is  fairly  to  be  presumed, 
battalions  are  to  reinforce  the  French  armies  in  j that  the.  orders  in  council  will  be  Repealed:  as  well 
Spain.  | as  from  the  following  important  decree  of  Napo» 

Madras , Oct.  17,  1811. — A pestilential  fever  is  de-j ieon* 
populating  the  districts  of  Madura  and  Palamcottato! 
the  South.  One  may  pass  through  twenty  villages 
without  meeting  a soul.  The  territory  is  covered 


with  skeletons  and  corpses — It  is  supposed  80,000 
have  perished. 

The  prince  regent  hes  issued  a proclamation  of- 
fering a free  pardon,  and  a reward  of  £ 1000  for  the 


FRENCH  DECREE. 

Palace  of  St.  Cloud,  April  28th,  181 1 . Napoleon, 
emperor  of  the  French,  king  of  Italy,  protector 
of  the  confederation  of  the  Rhine,  mediator  of  the 
Swiss  confederacy. 

(C  G«n  the  report  of  our  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
“ Being  informed  of  the  law  of  the  2d  of  March, 


liscovery  of  the  person  or  persons  who  wrote  se  i lSll,  by  whjch  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
veral  seditious  letters  addressed  to  him  and  colonel  I has  decreed  the  exemption  of  the  provisions  of  the 
r.PMahon,  One  of  these  letters  was  in  these i act  of  non-intercourse,  which  interdicts  the  entry 


words  : — “ George,  prince  of  W ales- — take  care  o! 
yourself,  for  your  life  is  in  danger — you  shall  meet 
ihefate  of  Mr.  Perceval,  if  Bellingham  is  hung  be 
(ore  this  reach  you  ; you  blackguard,  you  shall  be 
shot  before  thr  ee  months  are  closed.  If  Bellingham 
is  hung  you  shall  be  shot  as  sure  as— -J  remain  an 
,-mvemv  to  all  the  d — m — d royal  family.” 

With  feelings  of  extreme  horror,  says  a London  > 
paper  of  May  2.1 — We  have  to  state,  that  when  the  ! 
new;s  of  the  assassination  of  Mr.  Perceval  was  re  I 


ocived  at  Nottingham,  the  populace  gave  way  to  from  the  lstof  November  last)  considered 
;rte  . ™ost  exultation  demonstrating  their  | ,onger  in  force  as  fav  a5  regards  American  v< 

;oy  in  bonfires,  huzzaing,  ^nd  a jeu-oe  jo:e , but  with-  j 


into  American  ports,  of  the  ships  arid  the  merchan 
dizeof  Great  Britain, her  colonies  and  dependencies: 
*l  Considering  that  the  said  law  is  an  act  of  resis- 
tance to  the  arbitrary  pretensions  advanced  by  the 
British  orders  in  council,  and  a formal  refusal  to 
sanction  a system  hostile  to  the  independence  of  neu- 
tral powers,  and  of  their  flags  : 

‘b  We  have  decreed,  and  do  decre6,  as  follows  : 

“ The  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  definitely 

as  no 
vessels,- 


it  committing  further  outrage. 


* (Signed,  &c.) 
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Humiliation  and  Prayer. 


Vice  President. 


Resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  Steles  to  recom- 
mend a day  of  humiliation  ami  prayer. 

It  being  a duty  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a time  of 
public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly  to 
acknowledge  our  dependence  on  Almighty  God, 
and  to  implore  his  aid  and  protection  Therefore, 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  represent! 
Hves  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled.  That  a joint  committee  of  both  house.- 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
quest that  he  recommend  a day  of  public  humilia- 
tion and  prayer  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  with  religious  solemnity,  and  the 
offering  of  fervent  supplications  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  these  states,  his  bless 
inffon  their  arms,  and  the  speedy  restoration  of 
jeace.  H CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives . 

Wm.  H.  CRAWFORD, 

President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  by 
a joint  revolution  of  the  two  houses,  have  signified 
a request  that  a day  may  be  recommended,  to  be  ob- 
served  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  with  re 
ligious  solemnity,  as  a day  of  public  humiliation  and 
prayer  : and  whereas  such  a recommendation  will 
enable  the  several  religious  denominations  and  so- 
cieties so  disposed,  to  offer,  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  their  common  vows  and  adorations  to  A1 
mighty  God,  bn  the  solemn  occasion  produced  by 
the  war,  in  which  He  has  been  pleased  to  permit  the 
injustice  of  a foreign  power  to  involve  these  United 
States  ; I do  therefore  recommend  the  third  Thurs- 
day in  August  next,  as  a convenient  day,  to  be  so  set 
apart,  for  the  devout  purposes  of  rendering  to  the 
Sovereign  of  the  universe,  and  the  Benefactor  of 
mankind,  the  public  homage  due  to  his  holy  attri- 
butes ; of  acknowledging  the  transgressions  which 
might  justly  provoke  the  manifestations  of  his  di- 
vine displeasure  ; of  seeking  his  merciful  forgive- 
ness, and  his  assistance  in  the  great  duties  of  re 
pcntance  and  amendment ; and,  especially,  of  offer 
ing  fervent  supplications,  that  in  the  present  season 
of  calamity  and  war,  he  would  take  the  American 
people  under  his  peculiar  care  and  protection  ; that 
he  would  guide  their  public  councils,  animate  their 
patriotism,  and  bestow  his  blessing  on  their  arms; 
that  he  would  inspire  all  nations  with  a love  of  jus 
tice  and  of  concord,  and  with  a reverence  for  the 
unerring  precept  of  our  holy  religion,  to  do  to  others 
as  they  would  require  that  others  should  do  to  them  ; 
and,  finally,  that  turning  the  hearts  of  our  enemies 
from  the  violence  and  injustice  which  sway  their 
councils  against  us,  he  would  hasten  a restoration 
of  the  blessings  of  peace. 

Given  at  Washington  the  ninth  day  of  July, 
(l.  s.)  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President. 

JAMES  MON  ROE,  Secretary  of  Slgie 

VoT..  ft 


The  following  letters  will  shew  that  £■  bridge  Cer- 
ry  accepts  the  su  tv  rage  tendered  to  him  by  the  Ame- 
rican people  for  Uie  office  of  vice  president  of  the 
United  States. 

Letter  from  the  committee  of  arrangements  to 
Mr.  Gerry. 

Washington,  11th  June. 

Sir — We  are  directed  by  the  general  committee 
of  correspondence,  appointed  by  the  meeting  of  the 
republican  members  of  congress,  heid  at  thecapitol 
on  the  8th  inst.  to  select  a suitable  candidate  tor  the 
office  of  vice  president  of  the  United  States  for  four 
years  from  the  3d  of  March  next,  to  inform  you,  that 
by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  that  meeting,  you 
have  been  recommended  as  a fit  per>on  to  fill  that 
important  office. 

In  a republic  the  service  of  each  individual  citizen 
is  due  to  the  state,  even  in  profound  peace  ; but 
much  more  strongly  is  it  due  when  the  nation  stands 
upon  the  threshold  of  war.  Nothing  short  of 
unanimity,  at  least  in  the  republican  ranks,  can  in- 
sure success  to  those  measures  which  the  national 
councils  have  judged  to  be  imperiously  necessary 
for  the  vindication  of  the  injured  rights  and  insulted 
honor  of  the  nation.  We  therefoie  confidently 
trust,  that  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  your 
fellow  citizens  to  call  upon  you  for  your  best  ser- 
vices, at  this  important  crisis  in  our  national  affairs, 
will  induce  you  to  acquiesce  in  their  wishes. 

With  sentiments  of  personal  respect,  we  have  the 
honor  to  subscribe  ourselves  your  fellow  citizens. 

( Subscribed  by  the  committee.) 

Answer  of  Mr.  Gerry. 

Cambridge,  11th  June. 

Gentlemen — Your  letter  of  the  11th,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proceedings  of  the  republican  members 
of  congress,  on  the  8th  inst.  in  regard  to  “ a fit  per- 
son for  filling  the  important  office  of  vice  president 
of  the  United  States  from  the  3d  of  March  next,” 

I had  the  honor  of  receiving  this  morning ; and  hav- 
ing been  previouslyfavored  by  several  of  my  friends 
in  congress  with  similar  information,  1 had  duly 
considered  and  formed  a decision  on  this  interesting 
subject. 

The  question,  respecting  the  acceptance  or  non- 
acceptance  of  this  proposition,  involved  many  con- 
siderations of  great  weight  in  my  mind  ; as  Ihqy 
related  to  the  nation,  to  this  stale,  and  to  my  do- 
mestic concerns.  But  itis  neither  expedient  or  ne- 
cessary to  state  the  points,  since  one  was  paramount 
to  the  the  rest,  that,  “ in  a republic,  the  service  of 
each  citizen  is  due  to  the  state,  even  in  profound 
peace,  and  much  more  so  when  the  nation  stands  on 
the  threshold  of  war.” 

1 have  the  honor  frankly  to  acknowledge  this 
distinguished  testimony  of  confidence  on  the  part  of 
my  congressional  friends  and  fellow  citizens,  giate- 
fully  to  accept  their  proffer,  and  freely  to  assure 
them  of  every  exertion  in  my  power  for  meriting  in 
office  the  approbation  of  themselves  and  of  the  pub- 
lic. 
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It  give?  me  great  pleasure  that  my  raucn  respected 
and  venerable  friend  Mr.  Langdon  has  previously 
received  the  tribute  due  to  i;is  services,  aa  an  earl)' 
revolutionary  character,  as  a member  of  the  fit  -t 
federal  senate,  and  as  its  president  pro  tempore  for 
a number  of  years  ; and  that,  our  patriotic  outer 
state,  New-Hampshiie,  has  been  honorably  distin- 
guished ou  this  occcasion,  The  measure,  in  my 
mind,  was  consistent  wuti  strict  justice  and  sound 
policy. 

Accept,  gentlemen,  mv  best  wishes  for  your 
health  and  happiness,  and  be  assured,  that  with  eve 
rv  sentiment  oi  esteem  and  reaped,  I am  yours  sin 
eerely,  E.  GERRY. 

Hun.  John  Smith  esq.  fyc.  fyc. 

Capitol,  June  22d,  1812. 

Mr.  Gales. — Since  my  highly  revered  friend,  the 
tffrtuous  and  patriotic  JLangdon,  declined  being 
considered  a candidate  for  the  vice  presidency,  i 
have  heard  it  staled,  that  the  causes  of  bis  declining 
were,  that  he  disapproved  of  the  measure*  ol  thead 
ministration,  and  that  he  would  not  consent  to  be 
a candidate  with  Mr.  Madison,  1 took  the  liberty 
to  suggest  this  to  him  in  a letter  of  the  bth  inst.  in 
reply  to  which  1 have  receievd  the  inclosed,  which 
is  at  your  disposal.  JOHN  A.  HARPER, 

Portsmouth.  June  15th,  1812. 

Dear  sir , — Your  affecting  letter  of  the  6th  inst. 
I have  received.  Indeed  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
fmd  words  to  express  my  feelings,  audjhe  obliga 
tfon  lam  under  to  my  great  and  good  in  ends.  I 
am  overwhelmed  with  giief  when  I reflect,  that  mv 
advanced  lime  of  life  oniy,  prevented  me  from  com 
plying  with  their  wishes. 

I have  tiie  most  sincere  desire  to  join  my  friend? 
at  this  ail  important  moment,  to  carry  into  effect 
every  decided  measure  to  support  the  honor  and  in 
dependence  of  our  country.  1 have  longed  to  take 
my  old  friends  by  the  hand,  and  to  have  an  oppor 
tunity  of  paying  my  personal  respects  to  those  ho- 
norable gentlemen  from  the  several  states,  who  have 
been  pleased  to  favor  me  with  their  notice,  but  1 am 
prevented.  1 should  have  thought  it  an  honor,  and 
it  would  have  been  my  highest  pleasure  to  serve  my 
country  in  any  station,  while  my  great  and  good 
friend  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  the  presidency,  as 
I consider  him  one  of  our  greatest  statesmen,  an 
ornament  to  our  country,  and  above  all,  the  noblest, 
work  of  God, an  honest  man.  I think  it  happy  for  our 
country  that  we  have  at  this  important  crisis,  such 
a decided  character  at  the  head  of  our  affairs.  A? 
our  patience  is  worn  out,  and  we  have  drank  the 
dregs  of  the  cup  of  humiliation,  if  we  now  act  with 
spirit  and  decision  theie  is  nothing  to  fear.  I pray 
you,  sir,  to  present  my  most  prefound,  respects  to 
all  my  friends  as  they  fall  in  vour  way. 

I pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  homage  of  my  great 
esteem  and  respect. 

JOHN  LANGDON. 
Honorable  John  A.  Harper. 


Law  of  the  United  States 

To  prohibit  American  vessels  from  proceeding  to, 
Oi  trading  wil  h the.  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  senate  and  home  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled,  Th?t  no  ship  or  vlesse]  owned  in  whole 
or  in  part  hy  a citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  sha‘l  be  permitted  to  clear  out  or  depai  t front 
any  port  or  |iace  within  the  limits  of  the  United 


States  or  the  territories  thereof,  to  any  foreign  port 
or  place,  till  ihe  owner  or  owners,  agent,  factor, 
freighter,  master  or  commander,  shat  'give  bond, 
w ill  sufficient  s?cui  ity  in  the  amoum  of  such  *hip 
or  vessel  and  cargo,  not  to  pr  oceed  to  or  trade  With 
the  enemies  of  the  United  S?ates.  And  if  any  ship 
or  vessel  owned  as  aforesaid  shall  depart  from  any 
port  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the  United  State?, 
«-r  territories  thereof  for  «ny  foreign  perl  or  place, 
without  giving  bond  with  security  aioresaid,  such 
ship  or  vessel  and  cargo,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the 
use  of  the  United  State?  ; and  the  owner  or  owners, 
freighter,  factor,  or  agent,  master  or  commander, 
shall  severally  forfeit  and  pay  a sum  equal  tc  t e 
value  of  such  ship  or  vessel  and  cargo  ; and  the  2 aid 
master  or  Commander,  il  privy  thereto,  ant'  oe- 
iug  thereof  convicted,  shall  be  liable  lo  a fi  n>  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  imp  issued  for 
a term  not  exceeding  twelve  months,  in  life  Discre- 
tion of  the  court. 

Stic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  if  any 
citizen  or  citizens  o»  the  United  States,  or  persons 
inhabiting  t he  same,  shall  transput'!  or  attempt  to 
transport  oyer  land  or  otherwise,  any  wa-gon, 
cart,  sleigh,  boat,  or  otherwise,  naval  or  uniicary 
stores,  arms  or  the  munitions  of  war,  or  any  article 
of  provision,  from  any  place  in  the  United  States 
to  any  place  in  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  Ne  va 
Scotia,  or  New  Brunswick,  the  waggon,  cait, 
sleigh,  boat  or  the  thing  by  which  the  said  naval  or 
military  stores,  at  ms,  or  nimiitions  of  war,  or  arti- 
cles of  provisions  are  transported^  or  attempted  to 
be  transported,  together  with  *uch  naval  or  milita- 
ry stores,  arms  or  munitions  of  wai , or  provisions, 
shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  ihe  United  States, 
and  the  person  or  persons  aiding  or  privy  to  the 
lame,  shall  severally  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  U.  States 
asum  equal  in  vaiueto  the  waggon,  cart,  sleigh,  boat, 
orthing  by  which  the  said  navai  or  military  stores, 
arms  or  munitions  of  war,  or  articles  of  provision, 
are  transported  or  are  attempted  to  be  transpor- 
ted ; and  shall  moreover  be  considered  as  guilty  of 
a misdemeanor,  and  be  liable  to  fee  fined  in  a sum 
not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  and  imprisoned 
for  a terra  not  exceeding  six  months,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court  : Provided,  That  nothing  here- 
in contained  shall  extend  to  any  transportation  on 
account  of  the  United  States,  or  the  supply  of  its 
troops  or  armed  force. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  evaded,  That  the  col- 
lectors ofthe  several  ports  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  authorised  to  s :ize  and 
stop  naval  and  military  stores,  arms  or  the  muni- 
tions of  war  or  any  articles  of  provision,  and  ship 
or  vessel,  waggon,  cart,  sleigh,  boat,  or  thing  by 
which  any  article  prohibited  as  aforesaid,  is  ship- 
ped or  transported,  or  attempted  to  be  shipped 
or  transported,  conti  ary  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  ship  or 
vessel  belonging  to  any  citizen  or  citizens,  subject  or 
subjects  of  any  state  or  kingdom  in  amity  with  the 
United  States,  except  such  as  at  the  passage  of  this 
act  shall  belong  to  the  citizen  or  citizens,  subject 
or  subjects  of  such  state  or  kingdom,  or  which 
shall  hereafter  be  built  in  the  limits  of  a state  or 
kingdom  in  anrrry  with  the  United  States,  or  pur- 
chased by  a citizen  or  citizens,  subject  or  subject  of 
a' state  er  kingdom  in  amity  with  the  United  States, 
aforesaid,  from  a citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  unless  forced  by  a stress  of  weather,  or  for 
necessary  repairs  ; and  any  ship  or  vessel  belong- 
ing to  a citizen  or  citizens,  subject  or  subjects  9f 
any  state  or  kingdom  in  amity  with  the  United 
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States  as  aforesaid,  except  such  ship*  and  vessels 
as  are  above  excepted,  which  shall  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  November  next  enter  or  attempt  to 
enter  any  port  or  place  aforesaid,  thesame,  with  her 
cargo,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  any 
British  packet  or  vessel  with  despatches  destined 
for  the  United  States,  and  which  shall  have  depart 
ed  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  or  its  dependencies,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  September,  next  shall  not 
be  liable  to  be  captured  or  condemned,  but  the 
same  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  or  depart  from  any 
port  or  place  in  the  United  States  : Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  af- 
fect any  cartel,  or  vessel  with  a Hag  of  truce. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  'it  further  enacted , That  the 
president  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised  to  give  at  any  time  within  six  months 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  passports  for  the  safe 
transportation  of  any  ship  or  other  property 
belonging  to  British  subjects  and  which  is  now 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
person,  being  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  re- 
siding therein,  who  shall  receive,  accept,  or  obtain 
a licence  from  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  or 
any  officer  thereof,  for  leave  to  carry  any  merchan- 
dize, or  send  any  vessel  in  any  port  or  place  within 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  or  trade  with  any 
such  port  or  place,  shall,  on  conviction  for  every 
such  offence,  forfeit  a sum  equal  to  twice  the 
the  value  of  any  such  ship,  merchandize  or  articles 
of  trade,  and  shall  moreover  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  be  liable  to  be  imprisoned  not 
exceeding  twelve  months,  and  to  be  fined  not  ex 
Seeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the.  house  of  representatives. 

Wm.  H.  CRAWFORD, 
President  of  the  senate , pro  tempore. 

July,  6,  1812. 

Approve!}.  JAMES  MADISON. 


^ Notice  to  Aliens. 

dB 

AN  ACT 

Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “ an  act  respect- 
ing alien  enemies.” 

_ Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  Unded  States  of  America  in  general  con- 
gress assembled , that  nothing  in  the  proviso  contain- 
ed. in  the  act  entitled  **.  An  act  respecting  alien  ene- 
mies/’ approved  on  the  sixth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  eight,  shall  be 
extended  or  construed  to  extend  to  any  treaty,  or 
to  any  article  of  any  treaty,  which  shall  have  ex 
pired,  or  which  shall  not  be  in  force  at  the  time  the 
proclamation  of  the  president  shall  issue. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives . 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

President  of  the  senate  pro-temnore. 

July  6,  1812.  r 

Approver 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Department  of  State,  July  7.  1812. 

All  Brit isk  subjects  within  the  United  States  are 
required  forthwith  to  report  to  the  marshals  (or  to 
•the  persona  to  be  appointed  by  them)  of  the  repec- 
efre  states  or  territories  within  which  they*  j»ay 


reaide,  their  names,  their  age,  the  time  they  have 
been  in  the  United  Spates,  the  persons  composing 
their  families,  the  places  of  their  residence,  and 
their  occupations  or  pursuits  ; and  whether,  and 
at  what  time  they  h ive  made  the  application  to  the 
courts  required  by  law,  as  preparatory  to  their  na- 
turalization— and  the.  marshals,  respectively,  are  to 
make  to  the  department  of  state,  returns  of  all  such 
British  subjects,  with  the  above  circumstances  an- 
nexed to  their  names. 

list  of  Acts 

Passed  at  the  first  Session  of  the  Twelfth  Congress. 
[This  list  includes  only  those  which  are  consider- 
ed as  of  a general  nature.  There  were  many  local 

and  private  acts  passed.] 

An  act  for  the  apportionment  of  representat'ves 
among  the  several  states,  according  to  the  third 
enumeration. 

An  act  directing  the  terms  on  which  lands  sold  at 
public  sale,  and  that  revert  for  failure  in  payment, 
shall  again  be  sold. 

An  act  authorising  the  purchase  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores,  camp  equipage,  and  Other  quarter- 
master's stores,  and  small  arm*. 

An  act  to  coQhnue  in  force,  for  a further  time, 
the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  “ An  act  further 
to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Barbarv  powers.” 

An  act  for  completing  the  existing  military  estab- 
lishment. 

An  act  authorising  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the 
protection  of  the  frontier  of  the  U.  States. 

An  act  to  raise  an  additional  military  force. 

An  act  authorising  the  President  of  the.  United 
States  to  accept  and  organize  certain  volunteer  mi- 
litary corps. 

An  act  for  the  more  convenient  taking  of  affidavits 
and  bail  in  civil  causes  depending  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  expences 
incident  to  the  six  companies  of  mounted  rangers, 
during  the  year  1812. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
an  additional  military  force. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1812. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  military  establishment  of  the  United  States,  fotf 
the  year  1812. 

An  act  supplementary  to  **  An  act  to  raise,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  additional  military  force,”  passed 
on  the  12th  April,  18o8. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
government  for  the  year  1812. 

An  actio  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  purchase  of  Winslow  Lewis  his  patent 
right  to  the  new  and  improved  method  of  lighting 
light  houses,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Au  act  making  a further  appropriation  for  the 
defence  of  our  maritime  frontier. 

An  act  authorising  a loan  fora  sum  not  exceeding 
eleven  millions  of  dollars. 

An  act  supplementary  to  “ An  act  to  raise  an  ad* 
ditional  military  force.” 

Resolution  on  the  subject  of  arts  and  manufactures. 

An  act  repealing  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  “ t® 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.” 

An  act  respecting  the  enrolling  and  Hocusing  of 
steam  bouts. 


qn  i 
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An  act  to  authorise  a detachment  from  the  militia 
of  the  United  Suites. 

An  act  lor  the  relief  of  the  cilice rs  and  soldiers 
who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash. 

An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in -the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Slates  for  a 
limited  time. 

An -act  for  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Louisiana 
fnto  t'ne  union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  Uinted 
S ates  to  the  said  state.. 

An  act  concerning  the  naval  establishment. 

An  act  in  addition  to  the*  act  entitled  “ An  act  to 
Vaisc  an  additional  military  force,”  passed  January 
i 1, 1812. 

An  act  to  establish  a quarter- master’s  department, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  for  the  organization  cf  a corps  ofarlincers. 
An-  act  making  provision  for  certain  persons 
claiming  lands  under  the  several  acts  for  the  relief 
oi  the  refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of  Cana- 
da and  Nova  Scotia. 

, An  act  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  state  of  Lou 
Liana. 

Ail  net  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  “ An  act 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  revolutionary  war,”  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  provide  for  designating  and  surveying 
In  ilk  ary  bounty  lands. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  laying  out  and 
making  Cumberland  road. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Venezuela. 
Am  act  to  prohibit  the  exportation  ol  specie,  goods, 
Wares  and  merchandise,  fora  limited  time. 

An  act  for  the  establishment  of  a general  land 
office  in  the  department  of  the  treasury. 

An  act  making  further  provision  for  tire  corps 
of  engineers. 

An  act  authorising  the  appointment  of  an  addi 
tion&l  judge  of  the  district  court  of  New-York. 

An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  ordnance. 
An  act  to  enlarge  the  limits  of  the  Mississippi 
territory. 

An  act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  government  for  the  year  1312. 

An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  army  of 
the  United  States. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  Tor  tile  admission 
of  Louisiana  into  the  union. 

An  act  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Illi- 
nois territory. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  to  establish  a quarter 
master’s  department. 

An  act  providing  for  the  government  of  the  terri 
tcry  of  Missouri. 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  lor  exporting  with  pri 
vilege  of  drawback. 

An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  for  dividing  the 
Indiana  terr:‘ ory. 

An  act  making  further  provision  for  settling  land 
claims  in  Missouri. 

An  act  declaring  war  against  Great  Britain. 

An  act  for  the  more  perfect  organization  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes  and 
prize  goods. 

An  act  authorising  the  issuing  of  treasury  notes 
An  act  confirming  claims  -to  lands  in  the  Missis 
sippi  territory,  founded  on  British  or  Spanish,  war- 
rants of  survey. 

An  act  imposing  additional  duties,  and  for-other 
purposes. 

An  act  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  stock  created 
% November,  1^06. 


An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  raise  sis  ccift- 
panies  of  rangers. 

An  act  concerning  invalid  pensioners. 

An  act  to  admit  the  entry  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States  on  certain  conditions. 

An  act  making  a further  appropriation  for  the 
defence  of  the  maritime  frontier,  and  tor  the  sup- 
port of  the  navy  of  the  United  S' ales. 

An  act  respecting  the  pay  of  the  army  of  the  U. 
States. 

An  act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the 
military  establishment  , and  for  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, for  the  year  1-812. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “ An  act 
respecting  alien  enemies. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  heretofore  passed 
on  the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization. 

Resolution  requesting  the  president  of  the  United 
Statasto  recom  mend  a day  of  public  humiliation  and 
prayer. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  authorising  the 
president  to  accept  volunteers. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  authorising  a loan 
for  eleven  millions  of  dollars. 

An  act  making  farther  provision  for  the  army  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  act  for  the  safe  keeping  and  accommodation 
of  prisoners  of  war. 

An  act  authorising  a subscription  for  the  old  six 
percent,  and  deferred  stocks,  and  providing  for  an 
exchange  of  the  same. 

An  act  to  prohibit  American  vessels  from  trading 
with  the  enemies  of  the  United  States. 


Public  Documents. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  June  16. 
MESSAGE.— To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  cf  the 
United  States. 

I transmit  for  the  information  of  congress,  copies  of  a letter  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  from  the  charge  d’affaires pi' the  United  States 
at  London,  accompanied  by  a letter  from  the  latter  to  the  British 
minister  of  foreign  alfairs. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

June  16th,  1ST  2. 

Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary-  of  State. 

London  April  26th,  1812. 

SIR— I hep  leave  to  hand  you  herew  ith  a declaration  and  an  or- 
der in  council,  of  this  government,  on  the  21st  of  this  month,  and  a 
copy  of  a note*  from  lord  Castlereagh,  accompanying  the  communi- 
cation ofthemtome.  I have  already  transmited  to  you  other  co- 
pies of  these  documents,  and  have  now  to  add  the  copy  of  a note 
which  I have  addressed  in  reply  to  that  of  his  lordship. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JON  A.  RUSSELL. 

The  Hon.  James  Meter  oe,  &c. 

* A copy  of  this  note  has  not  been  received  by  the  department  of 
state. — [It  follows.] 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  U nited  States. 

I communicate  to  congress  copies  of  a letter  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  from  the  charge  d’affaires  of  the  United  States  at  London, 
and  of  a note  to  him  from  the  British  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 

. JAMES  MADISON. 

June  22 d,  1812. 

Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

"London,  May  2,  1812. 

SIR— After  closing  the  duplicate  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  26th 
ult.  I discovered  the  copy  of  the  note  of  lord  Castlereagh  to  me:  of 
the  21st,  had  been  left  out  by  mistake.  I take  the  liberty  of  now 
handing  it  to  you.  I am,  ike. 

JONA.  RUSSELL. 

Hon.  James  Monroe f&c. 

[Enclosed  in  the  above.] 

The  undersigned,  his  majesty’s  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  is  commanded  by  his  royal  highness  the  prince  re- 
gent, to  transmit  to  Mr.  Russell,  charge  d'affaires  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  enclosed  copy  of  a de- 
claration accompanying  an  order  in  council  which  has  been  this 
day  passed  by  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  in  council. 

The  undersigned  is  commanded  by  the  prince  regent  to  request 
that  Mr.  -Russell, in  mailing  this  communication  to  his  government, 
will  represent  this  measure  as  conceived  in  the  true  spirit  of  conci- 
liation, and  with  a due  regard,  on  the  part  of  his  royal  highness, 
to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States  ; and  the  unckr- 
srgned  ventures  to  express  liis  confident  hope,  that  this  decisive 
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vroafoC  the  amicable  sentiments  xvliich  animate  the  councils  of  his  the  exact  observance  of  it,  oven  by  t'le  most  wanton  and  irregula 


ro  ,d  highness  toward  ; America,  may  accelerate  the  return  of  ami- 
t , u.,d  mutual  cwfidence  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Suites. 

Toe  undersigned  avails  himself  of  tins  opportunity  to  repeat  to 
Mr.  Riisst  li  the  assurances  of  liis  high  consntn-atioTi. 

r A^TT. 


CASTLEREAGH. 

Foreign  Office,  21st  April,  1212. 

[COPY.] 

Mr.  Russell  to  lord  Castleresgh. 

My  Lord— I luive  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the 
note  which  your  lordship  addressed  to  uie  on  the  21st  or  this  month, 
enclosing,  by  comaianuof  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  a 
tt.pv  of  a declaration  accompanying  an  order  in  council  which  had 
ti  n day  been  pass.-d. 

It  would  uft'ord  me  the  highest  satisfaction,  in  communicating 
t;  ‘t  d-  duration  and  order  to  my  government,  to  have  represented 
them,  as  roneeivt  j in  the  true  spirit  of  conciliation  and  with  a due 
r<  -Tud  to  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  United  States.  I regret, 
however,  that  so  far  from  perceiving  in  them  any  evidence  of  the 
an  i cable  sentiments  which  are  professed  to  animate  the  councils  of 
Ids  royal  highness, In. n comp; li d to  consider  them  as  an  unequi- 
«a]  proof  of  the  determination  of  las  Britannic  majesty's  gowro- 
Snent  to  adhere  to  a system,  wliich,  both  as  to  principle  and  fact, 
originated,  and  lias  bee’  continued  in  error  ; and  against  w hich. 
i.V  government  of  the  United  States,  so  long  as  it  respects  itself 
ami  the  essential  rights  of  the  nation  over  which  it  is  placed, 
cannot  tease  to  contend. 

The  United  States  have  never  considered  it  their  duty  to  enquire, 
nor  do  they  pretend  to  decide,  whether  England  or  France  was 
guilty,  in  relation  to  the  other,  of  the  first  violation  of  the  public 
law  of  nations;  but  they  do  consider  it  their  most  imperious  duty 
to  protect  themselves  from  the  unjust  operation  of  the  unprecedent- 
ed measure  of  rt  tsrii&tion,  professed  by  both  powers,  to  be  found,  d 
on  such  viola  lion,  In  tins  operation,  by  whichever  party  directed, 
the  United  States  have  never  fir  a moment  acquiesced,  nor  by  the 
the  slight,  st  indication  of  such  acquiescence,  afforded  a pretext 
for  extending  to  them  the  evils,  by  which  England  and  France, 
a.  let  to  retaliate  on  each  other.  They  have  in  no  instance. -T  part- 
ed from  tiie  observance  of  that  strict  impartiality  Which  their 
peaceful  position  required,  and  which  ought  to  have  .secu  red  i 
them  the  urunol. ted  enjoyment  of  their  neutrality.  To  their  as* 
u.nis’imeot,  however,  they  perceived  that  both  these  belligerent 
pow  rs,  under  the  pretence  of  aunoyiog  each  other,  adopted  and 
put  in  practice  new  principles  of  r.  fliation,  involving  the  de- 
struction of  those  comavrciai  a;iri  marl  .in  • rights  which  the  Unit- 
ed So-.tes  regard  as  essi  ntial  and  inseparable  attributes  of  their  in- 
depench  nee  Although  alive  to  all  the  injury  and  injustice  of  this 
system.the  America)’,  government  resorted  to  no  measures  to  oppose 
it,  which  were  not  of  the  most  pacific  and  impartial  character  in 
relation  to  both  the  aggressors.  Its  remonstrances,  its  restrictions 
of  commercial  intercourse,  and  its  overtures  for  accommodation:, 
were  equally  addressed  to  England  and  Franco : and  if  there  is 
now  an  inequality  in  then  lations  of  the  United  brutes  with  these 
countries,  it  can  only  be  ascribed  to  England  herself,  Who  rejected 
the  terms  protleml  to  both  v.  I , il  r France  accepted  t hem,  and  who 
continues  to  execute  her'retaliutovy  edicts  on  the  high  seas,  while 
those  or 'France  have' her.-  ceased  to  opernt-x 

If  Great  Britain  could,,  not  be  persuaded  by  considerations 
universal  equality,  to  refrain  from  adopting  any  line  of  conduct, 
however  unjust,  for  w hich  she  might  discos  or  a precedent  in  the 
conduct  of  her  enemy,  or  to  abandon  an  attempt  of  reiuotdy  and 
uncertainly  annoying  (hat  enemy  through  the  immediate  and 
destruction  of  the  vital  interest  of  a neutral  and  upcTendiug 
state,  yet  it  was  confidently  expected  that  she  would  be  witling  to 
ibllow  that  enemy  also  in  his  return  towards  justice,  und^l'rom  a 
respect  to  her  own  declarations,  to  proceed  pari  Jxis'xu  with  him 
in  the  revocation  of  the  offending  edicts.  This  just  expectation 
has,  however,  been  disappointed,  and  an  exemption  of  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  from  the  operation  of  the  Berlin  anil  Milan  de- 
crees, has  produced  no  corresponding  modification  of  the  British 
orders  in  council,  Qn  the  contrary,  the  fact  of  such  uxemption  on 
the  part  of  France,  appears, by  the  declaration apd  order  jo  coun- 
cil of  the  British  government  ou  the  21st  of  tins  month,  to  hedt- 
med,  stud  the  engagements  of  the  latter,  to  proceed,  step  by  step, 
with  its  enemy,  in  the  work  of  repeal  and  relaxation,  to  be  disown- 
ed or  disregarded. 

That  France  has  repealed  her  decrees  so.  far  as  they  respected 
the  United, h- tales,  lias  been  established  by  declarations  and  facts, 
satisfactory  to  them,  and  which  it  was  pre  sumed  shoe  hi  have 
been  equally  satisfactory  to  the  British  government.  A formal  a. id 
authentic  declaration  of  the  French  government.,  comnmnicaUsl  to 
the  uunisttr  .plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  on  the 


of  those  cruisers 

From  tbefirst  of  November  1810,  to  tho.’SOih  of  January  of  the 
present  year,  as  appears  by  a note  which  1 had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dr,  ss  to  tlie  predecessor  of  your  lordship,  on  the  8th  of  hebruury 
last,  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  had  not  Ixvn  applied  to  Ameri- 
can property,  nor  have  I heard  tiiat  such  application  has  since  been 


ipplication ! 

But  against  the  authentic  act  of  the  French  government  of  tho  1 
5th  of  Aug.  1810,  and  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  government 
mutually  explaining  each  other,  and  conforming  the  construction 
adopted  by  the  United  States,  a report  said  to  be  communicated  by 
the  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to  the  conservative  senate, 
is  opposed.  Without  pretending  to  doubt  the  genuineness  of  that 
report,  although  it  lias  reached  this  country  only  in  a newspapt 
yet  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  ashnuch  form  and  evidence  of  au'riicu- 
tkrity  have  not  be,  n required,  in  an  act  considered  as  fiir.iisbiug 
cause  for  the  continuance  of  the  orders  i;i  council,  as  an  act  t .tb 
by  the  very  terms  of  these  orders  challenged  their  revocation.— 
The  act  of  the  5th  of  August  1810,  emanating  from  the  sovereign 
of  France,  officially  communicated  to  tlie  British  government,  and 
satisfactorily  expounded  and  explained  by  the  practical  comments 
of  more  than  eighteen  months,  is  denied  to  afford  convincing  evi- 
dence of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  while  full  proof  of  th<  >r 
continuance  is  inferred  from  a report,  which,  from  its  very  nature* 
must  contain  the  mere  opinions  and  speculations  of  a subject  which 
is  destitute  of  all  authority  until  acted  upon  bv  the  body  to  w hich 
it  was  presented,  which  lias  found  its  way  bith.r  in  no  more  au- 
thentic shape  than  the  columns  of  the  Moniteur,  and  for  the  pro* 

per  undemanding  of  which  not  a moment  has  been  allow  ed. 

But  even  were  the  cause  thus  assigned  to  the  report  just,  it  is  still 
difficult  tq  discover  w iiat  inference  can  be  fairly  deduced  from  it 
incompatible  with  the  previous 'declarations  and  conduct  of  the 
French  government  exempting  the  United  States  from  tlie  opera- 
tion of  its  decrees.  The  very  exception  in  that  report  with  regard 
to  nations  who  do  not  sudor  their  fiag  to  lie  /Icnationalkzri,  wav 
undoubtedly  made  with  reference  to  the  United  States,  and  with  a 
view  to  reconcile  the  general  tenor  of  that  report  with  the  good' 
faith  with  which  it  became  France  to  observe  the  conventional  re- 
peal of  those  decrees  in  tln-ir  favor.  However  novel  may  be  tbo 
terms  employed,  of  whatever  may  be  their  precise  meaning,  they 
ought  to  be  interpreted  to  accord  with  the  engagements  of  tlie- 
French  government,  a'>d  with  justice  and.good  faith. 

Your  lordship  will,  I doubt  not,  the  more  readily  acknowledge 
the  propriety  of  considering  the  report  in  this  light,  by  a referencu 
to  similar  reports  made,  to  the  same  conservative  senate,  on  the 
13 tli  of  Dec.  1810,  by  the  duke  of  Cadore  (the  predecessor  of  the 
present  Trench  minister  of  exterior  relations)  and  by  the  count  do 
Sitnonville.  In  these  reports  t!)  -y  say  to  tlie  emperor,  (which 
proves  that  such  reports  are  not  to  be  considered  as  dictated, by 
him)  “ Sir*1,  as  long  ns  England  shall  persist  in  her  or:l  rs  in  conn-t  il, 
so  long  your  majt  sty  will  persist  in  your  decrees, ” and  " th--  decrees 
of  B<  rim  and  Milan  are  an  amw.v  to  tlie  or.!;  rs  in  council.  The 
British  cabinet,  has,  thus  to  speak,  dictated  them  to  France.  Eu- 
rope receives  them  fin-  her  code,  and  this  code  shall  become  the 
palladium  of  the  liberty  of  the  seas.”  Sue.  !y  this  langua  is  ret 
strong  as  that  of  the  report  of  (be  10th  of  March  and  stiil  more  abso- 
lutes; for  there  is  no  qualification  in  it  in  favor  of  any  nail  on  ■ this- 
f language  lias,  both  by  an  explanation  o?  the  dukeof  Csd&iv  to  me 
at  toe  same  time,  and  by  the  uniform  conduct  of  the  French  go- 
vernment since,  been  reconciled  with  the  repeal  of  liusa  decrees', 
so  far  as  they  concerned  the  United  States. 

Had  the  Trench  decrees  originally  a.IbnUd  an  adequate  founda- 
tion for  the  British  orders in 'council,  and,  been  continued. .after 
these  tvpoVts,  in  full  force,  and  extent,  surely  during  a period  in 
which  above. a hundred  .American  vessels  and  then*  cargoes  have 
fallen  a prey  to  these  orders,- some  one  solitary  instance  of  capture 
and  confiscation  must  have  happened  under  'those  decrees'.  *Tnal 
no  suet),  instance  i:as  happened  iucontroveitibly  pro  ves,  ei'her  that 
those  decrees  are  of  themselves  harm  Ess,  or  that  they  hav  e been 
repealed  ; and  in  either  case  they  can  a-Ford  no  righit’ul  plea  or 
pretext  for  Great  Britain,  for  these  measures  of  pretended  retalia- 
tion, whose  soje  erfeet  is  to  lay  waste  the  neutral  commerce  of 
America. 

With  the.  remnant  of  those  decrees,  which  is  still  in  force,  and 
which  consists  of  municipal  regulations,  confined  in  their  opera- 
tion within  the  proper  and  nod  triable  jurisdiction  of  trie  states 
where  they  are  execMed,  the  V' fifed  States  have  no  concern.  Nor 
do  they  acknowledge  tln-ms  rives  to  bo  under  any  political  obliga- 
tion, either  to-examiric  into  tlie  ends  proposed  to  ha  attained  by  this 
surviving  portion  of  the-  continent. -.1  system,  or  to  oppose  their 
accomplishment.  Whatever  may  bo  intended  to  Ixj  done  in  regard 
toother  nations  by  this  system,  cannot  bo  imputed  to  tnn  United 


lan  were  revoked,  and  should  coast;  to  operate  on  the  1st  of  the 
succeeding  NoVdiuber,  provided  that  a condition  uivscnted  to  Rug- 
lam].  or  another  condition  presented  to  the  United  States,  should  1« 
performed.  The  condition  presented  to  the  United  Stares  was  per- 
formed, and  their  performance  rendered  absolute  the  repeal  of  the 
decrees.  So  far  therefore,  from  this  repeal  depending  upon  a 
condition  in  which  Great  Britain  could  not  acquiesce,  it  became 
absolute,  independent  of  any.ju.-t  of  Great  Brisuin,  the-  moment  the 
act  proposed  for  tlie  performance  of  tbe.  United  Slates  was  ac- 
complished. Such  was  the  construction  given  to  this  measure  by 
the  United  States  from  the  first;  and  that  it  was  a correct  one  has 
becj;  sufficiently  evinced  by  the  subsequent,  practice. 

Several -instances  of  thriaequittal  of  American  ve  ssels  and  car- 
goes, to  wnie!)  tlie  decrees  would  have  attached,  if  still  in  force 
against  tlie  United  States,  have,  from  .time  to  time,  been  presented 
to  his  Britannic  majesty’s  government.  That  these  cases- hav- 
been  few, Ms  to  be  ascribed  to  the  few  captures,  in  consequence-  -of 
this  repeal,  madq*by  French  cruize/'-#  ; and  should  no  tether  such 
Cftse  occur,  it  woqld  bejowio  He  tx  ? .ffisacy  of  this  repeal,  and  to 


5th  of  August,  1810,  announced  that  die  ducreei  of  Berlin  and  Mi*  '.States,  nor  are  they  to  be  made  re  spriasihie,  whi!..-  they  religiously 


"observe  the  obligations  of  tln.ir  neutrality  ibi-  the  mode  i:i 
bt  lliger-.-nt  nations  may  choose  to  exercise  tln-ir  power,  for  tiie, 
i: ..jury  of  oath  other.  When,  however,  these  n.ir ions  cxccm!  t ho 
just  limits  of  tlxrir  power  by  the  invasion  of  the  riglits  of  peaceful 
states  on  the  ocean  which  i;  subject  to  the  cc  moon  awl  equal  ju- 
vi'-lrctiao  of  mi  nuii-ms,  the.  l.'oitcd  States  cannot  remain  indiffi-r- 
nit,stsidbv  quietly  comvnting  to  ; i i.l  up  tlu  ir  share ol"  this  juris- 
diction, abandon  theii'  maritime  rights.— -Fra nee  has  respected  these 
n gilts  by  the  discontir. tmnee  of  !icr  edicts  op  th.c  ls!;r*i  st-::s ; leaving 
no  part  of'tbesc  edicts  in  operation  to  Bv  injury  of  the  U.  States; 
ami  of  course,  no  part  in  which -they  can  hesuppovd  to  a-qijc-ce 
or  against  whicli  tht-.y  can  be  required  io  i -mt.  i.d.  They  ask 
Great  Britain  by  a like  respect  for  their  rights,  to  exempt  them 
from  the  ooenuiun  of  her  orders  in  council.  Bhouiri  neb  exemp- 
tion in  voire  the.  total  practical  extinetion  of  tlusc  or.'.-rs.  it  will 
o -,.jv  prove  that  they  war  jexchrriv-.riy  applied  to  the  commerce 'of. 
the  Lbilud  States,  and  that  tltcy  had  .ml  a singl ; f.aiure  of  rc- 
st-mbiauc*:  to  the  Ucciees,  against  wiiieh  they  are  professed  to 
rctaii'd'g*- 
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It  is  with  patience  and  confidence  that  the  United  States  have 
expected  this  exemption,  and  which  they  believed  themselves  en- 
titled bj  all  those  considerations  of  ri'rht  and  promise,  which  I 
have  freely  stated  io  your  iortlsliip.  With  what  disappointment, 
therefore,  roust  th.y  learn  that  Great  Britain,  in  professing  to  do 
away  their  disaiiefcuon,  explicitly  avows  her  intention  to  p*  rsevtre 
in  'i  v .orders  in  council,  until  some  authentic  act  hereafter  to  be 
promulgated  by  the  French  government,  shall  declare  the  Berlin 
and  Milan  decrees  arc  expressly  and  unconditionally  repealed.  To 
obtain  such  an  act  can  the  United  States  interfere?  Would  such 
an  interf ‘fence  be  compatible  either  with  a sense  of  justice  or 
Wi-  U w oat  is  due  to  thrir  own  dignity  ? Can  they  be  expected  to 
falsify  their  repeated  declarations  of  their  satisfaction  with  the  act 
of  t-v  ;.'th  Aug.  1810,  co’ dinned  by  abuiidaut  evidei.ee  oif  its  subse- 
quent ctb?ert  anec,  and  by  now  aife’eting  todoulitof  the  sufficiency 
of  that  act,  to  demand  another  which  in  itsfdrm,  its  mode  of  pub- 
lication, and  its  import,  shall  accord  with  tla-  requisitions  of  Great 
Britain  ? And  can  it  be  supposed  that  the  French  government 
would  listen  to  such  a proposal  made  under  such  circumstances, 
and  with  such  a view? 

While,  therefore,  I can  perceive  no  reason,  in  the  report  of  the 
Fr'ucb  minister*  of  the  10th  of  March,  to  believe  that -the  United 
Stat  s erroneously  assumed  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  to  be 
complete  in  relation  to  them;  while  aware  that  the  condition  of 
which  the  orders  in  council  is  now  distinctly  made  to  depend,  is 
the  total  repeal  of  both  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  instead  as 
formerly  of  the  Berlin  decree  only  ; and  while  I feel  that  to  ask 
the  performance  of  this  condition  from  others,  inconsistent  with 
the  honor  of  the  United  States,  and  to  perform  it  themselves  beyond 
their  power;  yourlovdship  will  permit  me  frankly  to  avow  that  I 
cannot,  accompany  the  communication  of  my  government,  of  the 
declaration  anuomerS  in  council  of  the  2Jst  to  this  month,  with  any 
felicitation  on  the  prospect  which  this  measure  presents  of  an 
accelerated  return  of  amity  and  mutual  confidence  between  the 
tw  o states. 

it  is  with  real  pain  that  I make  to  your  lordship  this  avowal, 
and  I will  seek  still  to  confide  in  the  spirit  which  your  lordship  in 
your  note,  and  in  the  conversation  of  this  morning*,  has  been  pleas- 
ed to  say  actuatestfie  councils  of  his  royal  highness  in  relation  to 
America,  and  still  to  cherish  a hope  that  the  sprit  will  lead,  upon 
a review  of  the  whole  ground,  to  measures  of  a nature  better  cal- 
culated to  attain  this  object,  and  that  this  object  w ill  no  longer  be 
viriark*to  depend  on  the  conduct  of  a third  power,  or  contingencies  j 
over  which  the  United  States  have  no  control,  but  alone  upon  the  | 
'rights  of  the  United  States,  the  justice  of  Great  Britain  and  the' 
com  ' : interests  of  both.  1 have  the  honor  to  lit-,  &e.* 

(Signed)  JONA  RUSSELL. 


Noith-Carolina. 

his  excellency  Wm.  Hawkins,  esq.  governor,  captain-general  and 
commaader-in-ehief  over  the  state  of  N.  Carolina,  a proclamation. 

VV tiBREAs  I have  tecuved  from  the  seci elary  of 
stare  of  the  United  State  a,  an  authenticated  copy  ofj 
an  act  of  congress,  approved  the  IScbrof^  Jwneinst.  j 
declaring  war  to  exist  between  the  united  kingdom  | 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  and  the  United  States  of  America  and  their 
territories.  And  whereas  it  is  the  indispensable 
duty  of  every  state  in  the  union  with  all  the  means 
in  its  power  to  co-operate  with  the  genera)  govern 
mentin  carrying  on  the  war  with  the  utmost  vigor 
and.  activity.  I have  therefore  thought  proper  to 
.issue  this  proclamation,  hereby  requiring  and  j$n 
joining  ail  officers  civil  and  military  in  the  state  or 
North  Carolina,  according  to  the  duties  of  their 
respective  stations,  to  be  vigilant  in  supporting 
their  country  through  the  contest  in  which  she  is 
at  present  engaged  : And  further,  I do  hereby  ear- 
nestly exhort  all  the  good  citizens  of  the  state  to 
abandon  party  prejudices  and  dlstincf ions  and  to  give 
their  united  and  vigorous  support  to  such  measures 
as  may  be  adopted  bv  the  constituted  authorities, 
as  well  for  mitigating  the  evils  of  war  to  our  own 
citizens,  as  to  make  it  effectual  against  the  enemy  ; 
and  for  restoring  the  blessingsof  peace  upon  grounds 
compatible  with  the  honor,  dignity  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  Spates. 

In  testimony  whereof  I have  caused  the 
great  seal  of  the  state  to  be  hereunto 
affixed,  and  signed  the  same  at  the  citv 
s.)  of  Raleigh,  the  30th  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one"  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  i he  U. States  the  thirty-sixth. 
VV  i LL I A M HA  W KINS. 

By  his  excellency’s  command, 

Wm.  Hill,  Secretary  of  State, . 


at* 
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South  America. 

The  following  account  of  i-he  reception  of  otu  J 
consul  general  to  Chili,  6t.c.  cannot  be  but  grati*  . 
fying  to  every  one  who  dufv  apm eciates  the  value 
of  a .rood  understanding  wuh  nations  with  whom  i 
our  relations  ate  like:,-  So  be  -;o  iu.ere6i.ing  as  with 
tf.  iof.m,  o'  South  America,  it  is  pleasing 

to  1-  iro  th.u  the  government  of  Chili  accepts  with 
fro nes-  s he  hand  of  fellowship  which  t,h<  govern 
mem  ot  the  U.  States,  has  tendered  »o  it.  Nat.  fat. 

Translated from  ihe  Aurora  of  Chili  of  March  2. 

Santiago,  24th  Feb.  1812. 

This  was  a dav  of  great  gi  atificaiipn  to  the  re«l 
friends  of  the  country,  bom  the  sol  nan  reception  of 
col.  Joel  Heberts  Poinsett,  consul  general  of  the  U. 
Slate-  of  North  America,  appointed  by  James  Ma- 
dison, thei''  present  president,  to  the  supreme  go- 
vernment oT  Coili  All  the  corporations  assisted  at 
tills  ceremony,  their  unanimous  vote  having  pre- 
ceded it. 

The  consul  took  bis  seat,  and  the  president,  ad 
dre  wig  himself  to  him,  said  : 

“ Ciiili,  Mr.  Consul,  by  its  government  and  ifs 
corpo-  itions,  recognizes  in  you  the  consul  general 
of  the,  United  Stares  of  North  America.  That  now 
e attracts  all  our  attentions  and  our  attachment. 
You  may  safely  assure  it  of  the  sincerity  af  our 
friendly  sentiments.  Its  commerce  will  he  attend 
ed  to,  and  your  representations  directed  to  its  pros- 
perity, will  hot  he  without  effect.  Thu  is  the  uni 
versa  1 sentiment  of  this  people,  in  whose  name  I 
address  you.” 

ANSWER. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  en- 
trusted me  with  its  commission  to  the  most  excel 
lent  government  of  Chili,  to  give  an  unequivocal 
,proof  of  its  friendship  and  of  its  desire  to  establish 
with  this  kingdom  commercial  relations  reciprocal- 
ly advantageous. 

“ The  Americans  of  the  North  generally  take  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  success  oY  these  countries, 
and  ardently  wish  for  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  iheir  brothers  of  the  South.  I will  make  known 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States  the  friendly 
jsentiments  of  your  excellency  ; and  I felicitate  mv- 
selfon  har  ing  beeu  the  first  who  had  the  honorable 
charge  of  establishing  relations  between  two  gene 
rous  nations,  who  ought  to  consider  themselves  as 
friend*  and  natural  allies.” 


Spanish  Constitution. 

Promulgation  of  the  constitution  af  Spain  ; from  the 
Gazette  of  the  regency  of  Spain  of  the  14 th  May. 

Y he  political  constitution  of  the  Spanish  monar- 
chy, being  sanctioned  by  the  general  and  extraordi 
narv  cortcs,  they  have  decreed  that  its  promulgation 
shall  be'made  with  modest  simplicity,  but  at  the 
same  time  with  dignity,  and  that  while  it  is  worthy 
of  that  great  object  which  is  to  establish  the  prosper 
ity  of  the  nation,  so  might  it  be  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  she  is  situated.  And  consider- 
ing that  the  duty  of  the  promulgation  of  the  con 
stitutional  code  will  he  ever  memorable  in  the  an 
nals  of  our  nation,  it  i?  proper  it  should  take  place 
on  the  most  notable  day  of  the  holy  insurrection, 
the  19th  of  March,  the  anniversary  of  the  sponta- 
neous abdication  of  the  crown  by  Charles  the  IV 
on  which  day  his  son,  beloved  by  all  Spaniards, 
•King  Ferdinand  VII.  of  Bourbon,  ascended  the 
throne,  and  the  arbitrary  regimen  of  the  former  go 
v eminent  fell  forever,  and  a spacious  field  was  open- 


ed to  the  hopes  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  heroic 
deeds  ot  tier  loyalty  and  patriotism  ; the  cortes  have 
rerolved  that  the  constitution  shall  be  promulgated 
on  the  aforesaid  day,  the  19th  March, 
j In  the  public  session  ot  the  antecedent  dav,  two 
original  manuscript  copies  ot  the  constitution  were 
Vt ad  by  the  deputy  secretaries  of  the  cortes,  and 
they  ore  signed  by  the  deputies  nominally  appointed 
tor  that  object.  Afterwards  a deputation  con- 
sisting of  twelve  deputies  Went  in  three  coaches 
with  all  the  royal  household  to  the  palace  of  the 
regency  of  the  kingdom  ; the  rovai  Spanish  and 
V/dloon  guards  being  drawn  up  in  the  rTiare,  did 
jthe necessary  honors  of  the  deputation  ; which  then 
[presented  tcN the  regency  of  the  kingdom,  one  of 
! the  original  manuscripts  of  the  constitution  which 
! is  to  he  recorded  in  their  archives,  as  also  the  decree, 
ordering  it  to  be  published  and  circulated. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i L- th  ail  the  deputies  of  the 
c'ortes  made  the  profession  of  faith  and  took  the 
oath  prescribed  to  them. — At  half  after  ten  the  re- 
gency of  the  kingdom  proceeded  to  the  convention- 
al ha!!  of  the  cortes  in  two  coaches  and  took  the 
oath  according  to  the  formula  established  by  the 
j cort  cs. 


j After  this  solemn  act,  the  cortes  and  the  regency 
jot  the  kingdom  repaired  in  a body  to  the  chuich, 

| the  troops  being  previously  drawn  upon  boib  sides 
of  the  way,  ami  a solemn  mass  was  celebrated  as 
thanksgiving  to  the  Almighty,  and  divine  service  was 
terminated  with  a Te  I) cum. 

In  the  afternoon  the  constitution  was  solemnly 
(promulgated  in  four  different  places  in  this  ody,  be- 
jing  the  r esidence  of  the  court  and  government  . for 
(the  accomplishment  or  this  act,  the  regency  had 
disposed  that  the  governor,  the  ministers  of  tne  au- 
(dience  of  the  district,  aud  four  individuals  of  thecity 
assembly,  four  heralds,  and  other  persons  whom 
the  governor  might  invite,  in  order  to  render  the 
solemn  seal  more  splendid  should  assemble  at  three 
jin  the  afternoon,  at  the  hall  of  the  city  assembly. 
This  being  done,  the  procession  was  accompanied 
by  an  escort  of  cavalry  in  advance,  and  by  a com- 
jpany  of  each  of  the  different  military  corps  in  the 
rear,  and  from  thence  they  proceeded  to  the  palace, 
where  the  governor  received  from  the  regency  the 
original  consiitution  through  the  secretary  of  the 
department  of  Gracia  v Justicia. 

Having  arrived  at  the  first  place  appointed  to  pro- 
mulgatethe  constitution,  where  the  portrait  of  our 
august  sovereign,  don  Ferdinand  VII.  was  placed 
under  a canopy,  the  governor,  ministers  of  the 
audience,  city  assemblymen,  secretaries  and  herald*, 
ascended  the  stage,  and  arranging  themselves  in 
a file  below  the  canopy,  the  governor  delivered  the 
constitution  to  one  of  the  secretaries,  who  placed  it 
immediately  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  heralds,  who 
read  and  proclaimed  it  in  an  audible  voice. 

The  solemn  act  having  been  performed  with  the 
same  formalities  at  the  other  places  appointed  for 
the  promulgation,  the  procession  repaired  to  the 
palace  and  the  governor  returned  the  constitution 
to  the  regency  through  the  minister  of  the  department 
of  Gracia  y justicia,  and  also  the  testimony  drawn 
up  by  the  two  secretaries,  of  its  having  been  pro- 
claimed and  published  with  the  formalities  prescrib- 
ed to  celebrate  with  dignity  this  day  of  glory  foi  the 
Spanish  nation. 

A more  gratirving  spectacle  has  seldom  been  pre- 
sented, than  was  exhibit  ed  on  this  interesting  occa- 
sion. The  universal  demonstration  of  joy  in  the 
sympathising  multitude  of  thousands  of  citizens % 
gave  an  interest  to  the  whole  scene  which  words 
would  but  faintly  express. 
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EN  INSULA. 


Vv  All  IN  THE  P 


The  W; ar  in  the  Peninsula. 

(CONTINUED  F HO'M  PAGE  207.) 

The  Spaniards  derived  grevt  advantages  from  the 
favorable  i:-sue  of  this  battle.  It  opened  a road  to 
Saiamanca,  and  at  the  same  time  compelled  the 
French  to  evacuate  it.  Three  days  after  the  battle, 
(21st  Oct. . the  duke  del  Pa;  que  crossed  the  Tormes 
towards  Ledesma,  while  he  pushed  on  a column  in 
a contrary  direction,  as  if  he  meant  to  reach  "Sala- 
manca, by  Muniguela.  When  he  arrived  on  the 
heights  to  the  north  of  Salamanca  he  was  informed 
that  the  French,  had  evaluated  it,  and  were  retreat- 
ing towards  Toro,  laden  with  plunder  fjoin  the 
churches.  Once  more  in  the  possession  of  Sala- 
manca, the  Spaniards  were  enabled  to  direct  their 
attention  towards  their  grand  object — the  recovery 
of  Madrid.  As  long  as  the  duke  del  ParqUe  could 
retain  possession  of  that  city,  he  could  co-operate 
with  the  army  of  La  Mancha;  and  if  a junction  of 
these  armies  were  effected,  the  Fren  ah  could  scarce- 
ly be  expected  to  oppose  their  march  to  the  capital. 
It  was,  therefore,  highly  important  that  they  should 
be  driven  from  Salamanca,  and  for  this  purpose 
the  French  gradually  accumulated  a force  of  nearly 
20,000  men.  Put  what  they  could  not,  probably, 
have  done,  of  themselves,  the  Spaniards  incautious 
ly  did  for  them.  The  duke  del  Parque,  elated  by 
the  victory  he  had  recently  achieved  and  anxious  to 
co-operate  with  the  other  army,  in  the  proposed 
advance  on  Madrid — quitted  a position  Where  he. 
Could  have  defied  his  enemies  and  crossed  over  to 
the  right  bank  of  the  Tormes.  Here  he  ehcoun 
tered  the.  marshal  Kellerman  (duke  of  J>alinatia\ 
who  was  posted  there  with  a very  superior  force 

Nevertheless  the  young  duke  ofieied  him  battle. 

The  armies  met  at  Alba  del  Tormes,  and  the  action 
terminated  in  the  total  defeat  and  dispersion  of  the 
Spaniards.  The  troops,  disdaining  all  order  and 
controul,  fled  in  every  direction,  leaving  in  the 
hands  of  their  enemies  15  pieces  of  cannon,  six 
standards,  10,CC0  muskets,  upwards  bf  2000  pri- 
soners, and  about  3000  killed. 

The  army  of  La  Mancha,  was  not  more  fortu- 
nate than  those  of  the  right  and  left.  The  officers 
and  men  were  resolved  to  force  their  way  to  Madrid 
and  never  to  cross  the  Sierra  Morena,  until  they 
had  effected  that  object.  It  was  commanded  by 
general  Areizaga,  and  was  connected  with  the  ar- 
my of  the  duke  del  Parque,  by  that  of  Estrama- 
clura,  under  the  duke  of  Albuquerque.  The  plan 
was  to  cross  the  Tagus  at  Aranjuez,  and  to  pene- 
trate directly  to  Madrid,  leaving  one  division  to 
watch  Toledo.  The  operations  of  their  chief  army 
engaged  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  all  Spain  ; 
no  expense  had  been  spared  to  prepare  it  for  the 
field  and  it  had  been  five  months  under  discipline. 
The  troops  were  full  of  ardor  and  felt  the  greatest 
confidence  in  their  leader  ; and  the  purpose  to  be 
attained  was  calculated  to  excite  their  warmest  feel- 
ings. To  oppose  them  Joseph  once  more  quitted 
the  capita],  attended  by  the  duke  of  Dalmatia,  the 
duke  of  Treviso,  the  duke  oT  Beiluno,  and  general 
Sebastiani,  the  commander  of  the  cavalry.  The 
duke  of  Bcliuno  was  dispatched  across  the  Tagus 
hear  Faente  Duanna,  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  the 
/Spaniards,  if  they  should  take  that  direction. 

Aware  of  the  inferiority  of  the  Spanish  cavalry 
in  skill  and  discipline,  the  French  endeavored  to 
entice  Them  into  the  open  plain.  For  this  reason 
they  were  suffered  to  pass  the  Tagus  without  oppo- 
ition.  But  iortunately  the  manoeuvre  was  perceived 
by  the  Spanish  general  who  recalled  them,  and 
’posted  his  whole  force  at  Oceana.  When  AreizagA 


beheld  the  force  of  the  cr  .mv,  it  is  said  that  he 
was  dismayed,  and  perceived,  when  too  late,  that 
lie  had  committed  an  error  which  could  not  be  re- 
trieved. The  French  state  their  force  at  24,000  ; 
the  Spaniards  make  it  41,000  ; the  usual  number  of 
a corps  is  23,000,  and  the  Spanish  account  is  there- 
fore most  probably  nearest  the  truth.  Thedisposi, 
lion  ct  the  Spanish  army  was  not  judicious. — 
Areizaga  had  arrayed  it  in  two  equal  parts/ one 
on  each  side  of  the  town,  which  thu3  divided  his 
iine  : his  second  line  was  so  near  the  first,  that  if 
the  first  were  thrown  into  disoider.  there  was  not 
room  for  it  to  rally.  Most  of  the  cavalry  were 
stationed  in  four  lines  upon  the  right  flank,  a dis- 
position neither  imposing  in  appearance  nor  strong 
in  reality.  The  artillery  was  upon  the  two  Hanks. 

The  action  began  about  seven  in  the  morning,  and 
general  Zayas,  a young  officer  who  had  often  distin- 
guished himself,  attacked  the  French  cavalry  with 
the  advanced  guard  and  drove  them  back.  Between 
eight  and  nine  the  cannonade  began.  Mortier  hav- 
ing reconnoitred  the  ground,  resolved  to  make  his 
chief  attack  upon  the  right  wing,  and,  after  having 
cannonaded  it  for  a while  from  a battery  in  bis  cen- 
tre, he  ordered  Leva],  with  the  Polish  and  German 
troops  to  advance,  and  turn  a ravine  which  extend- 
ed from  the  town  nearly  to  the  end  of  this  wing,  of 
the  Spanish  army.  Leval  formed  his  line  in  com- 
pact columns  ; the  Spaniards  met  them  advancing 
along  the  whole  of  their  right  wing,  and  Mortier 
himself  admits  that  his  first  line  wavered.  it  was 
speedily  reinforced ; the  Spanish  artillery  was  well 
served,  and  four  regiments  displayed  a resolution 
which  has  never  been  surpassed  ; 450  men  of  the 
5lh  regiment  of  Seville  were  in  the  field  ; these  were 
the  men  who  behaved  so  nobly  with  sir  Robert 
Wilson  at  the  Puerto  de  .Batins' — and  only  80  of  them 
were  accounted  for  when  the  day  was  over  ! The 
first  battalions  of  guards,  which  was  000  strong,  foft 
upon  the  field  14  officers  and  450  men.  But  (he 
right  wing  was  broken,  and  a charge  of  cavalry 
completed  the  confusion  on  this  side.  The  left-wing 
stood  firm  and  cheered  Areizaga  as  lie  passed  them  ; 
— an  able  general  might  yet  have  secured  a retreat, 
but  he  was  confounded  at  the  disaster  which  he 
ought  to  have  foreseen,  and  quitted  the  field,  order- 
ing this  part  of  the  army  to  follow  him.  Lord  Mac- 
duff, who  was  with  the  Spaniards,  then  requested 
the  second  in  command  to  assume,  the  whole  com- 
mand ; but  while  he  was  exerting  himself  to  (he  ut- 
most, the  French  cavalry  broke  through  (he  centre, 
and  the  route  was  complete.  Never  indeed  could 
the  Spaniards  have  been  defeated  in  a more  unfortu- 
nate' situation  ; they  were  upon  au  immense  plain, 
exposed  to  the  pursuit  df  cavalry,  where  they  were 
followed  and  cut  down  on  all  sides.  Victor,  who 
crossed  the  Tagus  at  Villa  Mensigar,  pursued  all 
night.  So  rapid  was  the  flight  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  so  great  their  fear  of  being  overtaken,  that  they 
passed  the  Guiaiana  and  fixed  upon  Buymiei  as  a 
place  of  rendezvous  for  those  who  should  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  reach  it.  The  whole  of  their  artille- 
ry Was  abandoned.  A great  number  of  prisoners 
were  taken',  among  whom  were  three  generals,  six 
colonels,  and  seven  hundred  inferior  officers.  Up- 
wards of  40,000  muskets  were  found  on  the  field  ; 
their  loss  ir.  killed  and  wounded,  as  may  readily  be 
*upposed  in  so  fl^etan  army  was  comparatively  small 
— that  of  the  French, according  to  their  own  account, 
did  not  amount  to  400  men  ; but  the  country  people 
rtpi  esent  it  at  6000.  Half  that  number  is  probably 
near  the  truth,  for  Mortier  himseif  admits  that  the 
Spanish  fire  both  of  artillery  arid  rn.usquetry . was 
most  tremendous.  T^ius  at  the  closed  the  year 
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1809,  the  armies  of  Spain  were  completely  dispessed, 
arm  her  .strongest  holds  in  the  possession  o:  her  ene 
my  Some  of  the  causes  of  these  misfortunes  are 
obvious,  I"  hey  had  too  much  confidence  in  their 
own  strength,  they  were  ignoianlof  the  force  and 
iu^veoient*  of  their  enemy  : they  were  neglectful  of 
that  pa  r ticular  mode  of  warfare,  which  was  adapted 
to  the  nature  and  circumstances  of  the  Spanish 
troops.  Add  to  this.that  the  supreme  and  central  jun- 
ta was  chiefly  composed  ofwevk  and  feeble  characters 
wno  had  been  chosen, not  on  accountof  their  personal 
merit,  but  be  the  influence  of  great  families.  They 
were  not  qualifier!  to  rouse,  combine  and  direct  the 
energies  of  the  country.  The  abilities  of  many 
were  slender, and  the  patriotism  of  some  was  hollow. 
They  fought lo  aggrandize  themselves  rather  than  to 
promote  the  weal  of  the  country.  So  conscious  do 
they  appear  to  have  been  of  their  own  infidelity, 
that  thev  were  more  afraid  of  domestic  disturbances 
than  of  external  r ots.  This  is  evident  from  the 
jealousy  with  which  they  watched  the  public  jour- 
nals of  the  country — suffering  nothing  to  be  pub- 
lished  that  was  calculated  to  enlighted  the  minds  of 
the  people.  As  to  the  invasion  of  enemy,  they 
seemed  to  have  relied  almost  entirely  on  their  allies 
for  protection.  But  even  of  this,  they  did  net  enjoy 
the  full  advantage  for  the  want  of  sufficient  concert, 
as  was  fatally  evinced  in  the  retreat  of  sir  John 
Moore.  The  British  ministry  was  not  insensible  of 
the  ignorance  and  imbecility  of  the  junta,  and  they 
were  aware  of  the  importance  of  rousing  the  nation. 
The  marquis  of  Wellesley  was  nominated  as  ambas- 
sador extraordinary  to  the  junta  in  May;  though 
he  did  not  arrive  at  Cadiz  till  the  last  of  July — two 
months  after  his  brother  had  taken  the  field, and  pre- 
cisely at  that  moment  when  that  general,  for  whom 
he  had  come  to  concert  a plan  or  operations,  victo- 
rious in  battle,  but  defeated  in  the  war,  began  his 
retreat  in  Portugal.  The  delay  of  this  appointment 
is  ascribed  to  some  private  contentions  about  the 
great  offices  of  state,  one  of  which  was  sought  by 
the  marquis,  and  he  subsequently  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining it. 

The  new  ambassador  was  received  with  every 
mark  of  kindness  and  respect.  He  explained  to  the 
junta,  the  nature  of  the  instructions  which  he  bore, 
and  he  offered  such  advice  as  seemed  proper,  in 
such  a manner  as  neither  to  alarm  the  jealousy, 
nor  offend  the  pride  of  the  Spaniards.  The  British 
army  was  in  great  distress  for  want  of  provisions, 
owing  partly  to  their  having  been  frequently  inter 
cepted  by  Cuesta,  who,  on  the  arrival  of  the  mar- 
quis was  recalled — and  partly  to  the  exhausted 
state  of  the  country  and  the  indolence  of  the  ma 
gistrates.  That  the  British  should  return  to  Por- 
tugal, excited  the  utmost  terror  and  alarm,  and 
such  was  the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  that  even 
after  their  retreat  to  Badajos,  the  marquis  of  Welles 
ley  received  several  notes  from  thejunta,  urging  the 
British  to  advance  again  against  the  enemy.  The 
ambassador  was  well  assured  that  it  was  a common 
thing  for  whole  divisions,  and  even  corps  of  Span 
iaras  to  run,  on  the  first  appearance  of  danger, 
without  waiting  to  give  or  receive  a shot.  The  evils 
which  were  the  consequence  of  such  conduct,  they j 
were  willing  »o  ascribe  to  the  British  or  to  any  other j 
cause  than  their  own  want  of  courage  and  discipline,  j 
Tjie  apprehensions  which  arose  from  the  retreat  of  j 
their  allies,  were  somewhat  dissipated  by  the  mas 
terly  manner  with  which  that  retreat  had  been 
conducted:  and  the  intelligence  of  a renewal  of 
hostilities  between  France  and  Austria  afforded  new 
gleams  of  hope.  The  marquis  hoped  the  retreat  of 
the  British  army,  by  compelling  them  to  rely  upon 


them*e!ves,  would  teach  them  to  investigate  and 
direct  those  i esourccs  with  prudence  and  energy. 

A relaxation  of  domestic  government  and  indolent 
confidence  in  the  aid  and  activity  of  strangers,  the 
marquis  thought,  had  endangered  all  the  noble  ami 
virtuous  objects  for  which  Spain  had  lavished  ?o 
much  blood  : and  until  fcorne  change  should  be 

effected  in  the  distribution  or  application  tf  trio 
military  resources  of  Spain,  and  the  state  of  its 
army,  no  British  force  could  attempt  with-  safety  to 
co-operate  with  Spanish  troops  on  Spanish  ground.* 
I'he  greatest  aid,  the  marquis  said,  to  be  expected 
by  Spain  from  an  English  army,  should  be  confju-, 
cd  to  that  kind  of  occasional  concert  and  co-opera- 
tion which  lately  took  place  between  the  forces 
commanded  by  sir  Arthur  Wellesley  and  those  tin- 
der the  ordersof general  Cuesta.  In  caseofa  Bri- 
tish army  of  30,000  men  beihg  employed  in  a cam- 
paign in  Spain,  they  should  be  assured  in  the  fir^t 
place,  of  being  provided  with  the  means  of  move-, 
ment,  and  with  necessary  provisions.  Should  it  be- 
come necessary  for  them  to  retreat,  the  supreme 
command  of  the  Spanish  army  should  be  ve?ied  in 
the  English  general. 

The  disposition  of  the  people  was  in  general,  fa- 
vorable to  the  great  cause  in  which  the  nation  was 
engaged,  and  the  great  mass  of  the  populatiou  in 
Spain,  certainly  presented  means  for  organising  a 
powerful  government,  and  elements  for  the  forma- 
tion of  an  excellent  army.  But  in  the  higher  and 
jin  the  ‘middling  classes  too  many  traces  were  to  bo  ( 
found  of  French  intrigue,  and  o;  its  success,  in 
those  two  classes  a disposition  was  perceived  t.o 
watch  events,  and  to  keep  terms  with  the  party  that 
should  ultimately  prevail  in  the  struggle.  Many 
of  this  description,  if  they  received  no  favours  from 
government,  at  least  were  never  molested  by  it. — - 
Thus  no  pains  were  taken  to  form  one  public  opi- 
nion, to  cultivate  and  exalt  public  spirit,  andtodi- 
rect  its  energy  to  great  national  objects.  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  country  had  not  yet  furnished  the 
proportion  of  recruits  demanded  by  the  dangers  of 
the  country  ; nor  could  any  accession  of  numbers 
avail  without  a change  in  the  organization  and  disci- 
pline of  the  army.  Many  officers  of  the  army  in  the 
most  important  stations,  made  no  secret  of  their 
hostility  to  the  cause  of  Spain  and  her  allies,  and 
were  not  sufficiently  watched  by  government.  On 
a review  of  the  principal  events  of  the  last  cam- 
paign, it  appeared  to  the  marquis,  impossible  tc  ac- 
count for  the  conduct  of  some  Spanish  generals 
and  other  officers,  on  any  other  hypothesis  than 
that  they  had  concerted  their  operations  witn 
the  French,  instead  of  coming  to  an  understanding 
with  the  English  generals. 

In  order  to  vindicate  the  independences  of 
it  was  necessary ,not  to  depend  merely  upon  :,iat 
general  spirit  of  resistance  which  animated  the  bulk 
of  the  people  in  the  provinces,  but  to  concentrate 
and  direct  that  spirit  in  such  a manner  as  to  call 
forth  with  effect  the  military  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  form  an  army  which  might  give  time 
to  Spain,  with  the  assistance  of  her  allies,  to  estab- 
lish the  restoration  of  the  government.  i’he  nomi- 
nation of  a central  junta,  was  no  doubt  the  first 
step  towards  the  consolidation  of  public  authority  ; 
but  the  constitution  of  the  supreme  junta  ww  not., 
founded  on  the  basis  of  union  among  the  province*,., 
and  still  less  on  a just  and  wise  distribution  of  the 
elements  and  force  of  government.  There  was  n >t 
! hitherto  any  confederation  among  the  province?,- — 

* Despatch  from  the  marquis  of  We il.es ley  to 
Ginning,  Seville,  2d  September,  18(J5, 
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The  excutive  power  was  weakened  by  a distribu- 
tion of  it  into  a number  of  hands,  in  an  assembly 
too  numerous  to  possess  unity  of  design  or  promp 
litude  of  action  ; and  yet,  at  the  same  time,  too  lim 
ited  and  narrow  in  its  constitution  to  Sc  considered 
as  the  representative  body  of  the  Spanish  nation. 
The  central  junta  were  neither  ju  d representatives 
either  ol  the  crown,  or  the  aristocracv,  or  the  peo- 
ple; they  neither  possessed  the  properties  of  an  ex- 
ecutive council,  nor  of  a deliberative  assembly. — 
It  was  principally  in  this  body,  and  among  the  offi- 
cers^  under  its  employment,  that  an  animosity  was 
perceived  against  the  British  government.  Very  dif- 
ferent from  this  was  the  general  wish  of  the  people. 
At  some  moments  of  danger  and  alarm,  the  junta 
Seemed  to  be  impressed  with  a conviction  that  it 
was  their  duty  to  choose  a regency,  to  assemble  the 
cortes,  redress  grievances  and  remedy  abuses.  The 
question  of  a regency  was  discussed  in  the  junta 
again  and  again,  but  the  discussions  on  this  sub 
jeet  ended  ajwaysinan  adjournment  : the  meeting  of 
the  cortes  was  put  off  to  a distant  period  ; the  cry- 
ing abuses  in  the  administration  of  justice,  the  col 
lection  of  the  revenue  in  all  the  principal  branches 
cf  the  government  were  continued. — In  short,  the 
supreme  junta  thought  of  nothing  so  much  as  how 
fee  preserve  their  own  power  to  the  last  extremity. 

The  marquis  of  Wellesley,  in  a conversation  with 
Don  Garay,  held  at  the  desire  of  this  statesman, 
recoram ended  the  appointment  of  a regency,  the 
speedy  convocation  of  the  coites,  and  that  the  act 
©f  the  junta  for  appointing  a regency  and  convok- 
ing the  cortes,  should  provide  for  the  correction  of 
abuses,  and  the  suppression  of  arbitrary  exactions 
in  both  Spain  and  the  Indies  : and  also  that  the  same 
act  should  declare  the  general  principles  on  which 
concessions  were  to  be  made  by  the  colonies  for 
securing  to  them  a share  in  the  representation  of 
(the  Spanish  empire;  and,  above  all,  that  the  first 
tare  of  the  regency  should  be  to  reform  the  whole 
military  system  of  Spain. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  was  of  opinion  that,  in  all 
events,  even  the  very  worst  to  be  apprehended  was, 
that  the  disposition  and  character  of  the  Spanish 
nation  would  prolong  the  difficulties  that  the  French 
had  met  with  from  their  first  attempt  to  subdue  that 
country.  The  grand  obstacle  to  the  deliverance 
of  Spain  was,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  state  of  its  own 
government ; but  still,  even  if  the  faulty  state  of 
• government,  so  favorable  to  the  success  of  the 
French  arms,  should  be  continued,  a long  interval 
of  time  must  elapse  before  a French  government 
could  be  established  in  Spain,  during  which  inter- 
val, events  ’would  happen  and  circumstances  occur, 
which  might  be  improved  for  the  advancement  of  the 
Biiiish  interests,  both  in  Spain  and  her  colonies.* 

Notb.  In  the  brief  account  of  the  second  siege 
of  Get  ona,  contained  in  this  chapter,  (p.  206  ante) 
we  omitted  to  state  that  the  city  was  governed  by 
camp-marshal  D.  Mariano  Alvarez,  an  officer,  emi- 
nently worthy  of  the  critical  situation  in  which  he 
was  placed.  We  should  also  have  mentioned  the 
conduct  of  marshal  Augereau  with  some  commen 
dation.  Gerona  was  not  made  the  scene  of  such 
brutal  acts  of  outrage  and  cruelty  as  were  displayed 
at  Zaragoza.  Nor  was  there  yany  of  that  individual 
animosity  which  characterized  the  street-fighting  in 
that  city.  When  the  citizens  were  almost  worn 
©own  by  fatigue  and  famine,  the  out-centuries,  fre 

* Despatch  from  the  marquis  of  Wellesley  to.Mr. 
secretary  Canning,  Seville,  15th  September,  1809. 
included  in  the  correspondence  relative  to  Spain 
and  Portugal,  laid  before  parliament. 


quently  made  a truce  with  each  other,  and  drew  near 
enough  to  converse : the  French  soldiers  would 
then  give  his  half-starved  enemy  a draught  ♦Vom  his 
leathern  bottle — and  when  they  frd  drank  and 
talked  together,  they  returned  to  their  posts,  scoffi  d 
at  each  other,  proceeded  from  mockery  to  insult, 
and  often  closed  the  scene  with  a skirmish.  The 
only  disgraceful  circumstance  which  occurred  dur- 
ing the  whole  siege  was  the  desertion  of  ten  office:* 
in  a body,  two  of  whom  were  men  of  noble  Li:  th  ; 
they  had  been  plotting  to  make  the  governor  capitu- 
late, and  finding  their  intentions  frustrated,  went 
over  to  the  enemy  in  open  day.  Except  in  this  in- 
stance the  number  of  desertions  was  very  small: 
though  during  the  greater  part  of  the  seven  months 
siege,  the  rain  had  collected  into  stagnant  pool',  and 
the  pestilential  vapours  which  arose  were  rendeied 
more  noxious  by  the  dead  bodies  which  lay  rotting 
amid  the  ruins.  During  all  this  time  scarcely  a 
woman  had  become  pregnant  : the  very  dogs,  be- 
fore hunger  had  consumed  them,  ceased  to  follow 
alter  kind ; they  did  not  even  fawn  upon  their  mas- 
ters ; the  almost  incessant  thunder  of  artillery 
seemed  to  make  them  sensible  of  the  state  of  the 
city,  and  the  unnatural  atmosphere  affected  them  as 
well  as  human  kind.  It  even  affected  vegetation. 
In  the  gardens  within  the  walls  the  fruits  withered, 
and  scarcely  any  vegetable  could  be  raised.  See  the 
affecting  account  of  the  siege  published  by  Sama - 
nifgo . 


Paul  Jones. 

( Concluded  from  page  318.^ 

Tbe  count  de  Maurepas  about  this  time  intimated 
to  ipe,  that  his  majesty  had  resolved  to  confer  some 
distinguished  mark  of  his  bounty  and  personal  es- 
teem on  me;  this  proved  to  be  a sword,  mounted 
with  gold,  on  which  was  engraven  the  following 
flattering  motto  : 

VINDIC ATI  MARIS 
LUDGVJCUS  XVI.  REMUNERATOR 
STRENUO  VINDICI. 

The  hilt  was  of  gold,  and  the  blade,  &c.  were 
emblazoned  with  his  majesty’s  arms,  the  attributes 
of  war,  and  an  emblematical  representation  of  the 
alliance  between  France  and  America.  The  most 
Christian  king,  at  the  same  time,  transmitted  a most 
admirable  letter  to  congress,  in  which  he  offered  to 
decorate  me  with  the  order  of  military  roeiit.  All 
this  was  extremely  flattering,  as  Louis  XVI.  had 
never  presented  a sword  to  any  other  officer,  and 
never  conferred  the  cross,  except  on  such  officers 
as  were  invested  with  his  majesty’s  commission. 

The  minister  of  the  marine,  a short  time  after 
this,  lent  me  the  Ariel,  a king’s  ship,  carrying 
twenty  guns,  with  which  1 sailed,  October  8th, 
1780,  for  America.  The  wind  was  at  first  favorable, 
but  I was  soon  after  in  danger  of  foundering  on  the 
Penmarks — and  escaped  only  by  cutting  away  my 
main  and  mizen  masts.  As  soon  as  the  sto-  m abated, 
we  erected  jury  masts,  and  returned  to  refit ; in  short 
it  w’as  the  18th  of  December  before  I could  proceed 
for  Philadelphia. 

During  the  voyage,  I fell  in  with  an  English 
twenty  gun  ship,  called  the  Triumph,  and  partly  by 
stratagem,  and  partly  by  hard  fighiing,  forced  bar 
to  strike  her  flag;  but,  while  we  were  about  to  take 
possession  of  her,  the  captain,  taking  advantage  of 
her  superior  sailing,  made  off,  and  escaped. 

On  my  arrival  in  America,  the  congress,  on  the 
representation  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  pass- 
ed a law  to  enable  me  to  accept  the  military  order 
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prance.  The  French  minister,  on  this  occasion, 
gkve  an  entertainment,  to  which  all  the  members  of 
congress,  and  the  principal  inhabitants  ot  Philadeh 
phia,  were  invited  ; after  which  1 was  invested,  in 
their  presence,  with  the  decorations  of  the  order. 

As  the  three  rninist  rs  plenipotentiary  from  Ante 
rica  had  unfortunately  disagr  eed,  it  necessarily  fol** 
lows  that  there  would  be  some  contradiction  in  re 
spect  to  their  reports  concerning  me.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  the  congress  enjoined  the  admiral- 
ty to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  my  connection  with 
the  court  of  France,  and  the  reasons  which  had  in- 
duced me  to  remain  in  Europe,  and  deLy  the 
convoy  of  the  military  stores  appertaining  to  the 
United  S;ates.  In  consequence  of  the  examination 
that  ensued,  and  the  report  that  was  delivered  in, 
the  congress  passed  an  act,  dated  April  14,  1781,  in 
which  I was  thanked,  in  the  most  flattering  manner, 
“for  the  zeal,  the  prudence,  and  the  intrepidity, 
with  which  1 had  sustained  the  honor  of  the  Ame- 
rican flag  ; for  my  bold  and  successful  enterprizes, 
with  a view  to  redeem  from  captivity  the  citizens 
of  America,  who  had  fallen  into  the  power  of  the 
English,  and  for  the  eminent  services  by  which  I 
had  added  lustre  to  my  own  character  and  the  arm  . 
of  America.”  A committee  of  congress  was  also 
of  opinion  “that  I deserved  a gold  medal  in  remem- 
brance of  my  services.” 

On  the  2 1st  ot  June,  1781,  I was  appointed,  by 
an  unanimous  vote  of  congress,  to  the  command 
of  the  America,  a seventy-four-gun  ship,  then  build 
ing ; and  on  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin,  I,  at  my 
own  expence,  celebrated  that  happy  event  by  royal 
salutes  during  the  day,  and  a brilliant  illumination 
in  the  evening,  accompanied  by  fixe  works. 

An  unfortunate  accident,  soon  after  this,  depriv- 
ed me  of  the  command  of  that  fine  vessel  : for  the 
Mag: ifque  of  74  guns,  belonging  to  the  Marquis 
de  Vaudreuil’s  fleet,  happening  to  be  lost  at  Boston  : 
the  congress  seized  on  this  occasion  to  testify  its 
gratitude  to  his  most  Christian  majesty,  by  present- 
ing him  with  the  America  to  re  place  her. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  was  resolved  to  place  . a 
French  frigate,  called  l*  fndienne,  with  two  or  three 
armed  vessels,  under  mv  orders,  in  order  to  seize 
on  Bermudas  ; hut,  as  this  was  never  put  into  exe 
cution,  I applied  to  congress  for  leave  to  serve  on 
board  the  fleet  of  the  Count  d’ Es^aing,  then  destin 
ed  for  an  expedition  against  Jamaica. 

The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  received  me  with 
great  distinction  on  board  his  own  ship,  the  Trium- 
phant, where  I occupied  the  same  cabin  as  the  baron 
de  Viomenil,  who  commanded  the  land  forces. — 
When  we  were  within  sight  of  Porto  Rico,  intelli- 
gence was  received,  that  admirals  Pigot  and  Hood 
were  preparing  to  intercept  us ; and  as  Don  Solano, 
with  the  Spanish  fleet,  did  not  meet  us  at  Porto 
Cabello,  according  to  his  promise,  many  of  the 
officers  becoming  disgusted  with  the  enterprize, 
fell  sick,  arid  1 myself  was  in  a dangerous  state  ; 
but  we  were  relieved  from  our  di-agreeab!esituation,J 
by  intelligence  from  Europe  that  a general  peace 
had  taken  place.  This  circumstance  afforded  me 
great  pleasure,  as  I now  learned,  that  Great  Bri 
tain,  a ter  a long  and  bloody  contest,  had  been 
forced  to  recognize  the  sovereignty  and  indepen 
denceof  the  United  States  of  America. 

On  thi  , we  repaired  to  St.  Domingo,  where  I 
received  every  possible  mark  of  esteem  from  Mr. 
or  Bellecombe,  the  governor  ; after  a short  stay,  I 
embarked  for  Philadelphia,  penetrated  with  grati- 
tude for  the  various  marks  of  esteem  I had' received 
from  all  the  French  officers  during  the  five  months 
I had  been  on  board  his  majesty’s  squadron. 


I was  unable  to  re  establish  mv  health,  during 
the  rest  of  the  summer,  which  1 spent  in  Pennsyl- 
vania , and  I did  not  get  well  until  the  autumn, 
when  I recovered  by  means  of  the  cold  bath. 

1 then  demanded  permission  to  return  to  Europe, 
on  purpose  to  recover  the  prize  money  due  to  my- 
self, officers  and  sailors,  which  was  granted  me  i>y 
an  act  of  congress,  dated  at  Prince  Town,  Novem* 
ber  1,  1783 

On  this  1 embarked  at  Philadelphia,  on  board  a 
packet  boat  destined  for  Havre  de-Grace;  but  being 
forced  into  Plymouth  by  contrary  winds,  I took 
post  horses  for  London,  and  then  set  out  for  Paris, 
and  was  received  with  great  cordialty  by  the 
ministry. 

Having  at  length  received  from  the  court  of 
France  the  amount  of  the  prizes,  1 returned jto  Ame- 
rica on  board  a French  packet-boat. 


We  are  at  War. 

It  cannot  be  too  frequently  urged  that  war  has 
been  declared,  and  actually  exists , between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain.  “ This  event 
(says  Dc  Witt  Clinton,  esq.  mayor  of  New  York, 
in  an  admirable  address  to  the  grand  jury)  imposes 
new  obligations  on  our  citizens,  the  observance  of 
which  it  becomes  the  duty  of  our  courts  and  magis- 
trates to  enforce.  The  former  freedom  of  commu- 
nion and  intercourse  with  a nation  in  amity  with  us 
is  now  abridged;  and  acts  heretofore  not  only 
lawful  butconnnendable,  may  now  expose  the  agent 
to  the  charge  of  treason,  misprison  of  treason,  or  a 
high  misdemeanor  : “ Treason  against  the  United 
States,”  says  the  constitution,  “shall  consist  only 
in  levying  war  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their 
enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.”  Treason 
against  this  state  is  committed  in  levying  war  a- 
gainst  the  people  of  this  state,  within  this  state,  or 
by  being  adherent  fo  the  enemies  of  the  people  of 
this  state,  giving  to  them  aid  and  comfort  in  this* 
state  or  elswhere.  Misprison  of  treason  is  the  con- 
cealment or  keeping  secret  any  treaimn  ” 

As  it  is  morally  impossible  for  every  man,  in  a 
moment,  to  cease  his  old  habits  without  the  agency 
of  some  cause  that  immediately  touches  him,  it.  is 
npt  to  be  wondered  that  many  still  express 
great  partiality  and  regard  for  the  enemy,  and  com- 
mit treason  in  their  hearts  ; so  long  have  they  been 
accustomed  to  look  up  to  Great  Britain  as  the  source 
of  their  profits,  like  a modern  Tyre.  The  war 
will  have  a powerful  effect  in  weaning  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  from  what  some  yet  re- 
gard the  mother  country  ; though  bv  the  oppres- 
sions which  brought  about  the  revolution,  and  the 
long  train  of  abuses  and  depredations  since,  all 
claim  to  that  tender  appellation  was  abolished.  It 
will  teach  our  citizens  a most  important  truth, 
which  in  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  commerce  too 
many  did  not  recollect,  that  they  have  a country  ; and 
cause  them  to  look  to  themselves,  instead  of  extend- 
ing their  views  across  the  Atlantic,  for  sources 
of  happiness.  So  intimately  have  the  interests  ova. 
considerable  portion  o^  the  trading  class  of  society 
on  the  sea  board  been  connected  with  those  of  the 
British  merchant,  that  a measure  adopted  for  the 
supply  of  our  wants  without  a foreign  agency,  was 
repressed  as  extremely  injurio'us,  though  it  might 
give  employ  and  profit  to  manv  of  their  immediate 
neighbors  ! And,  as  all  are  inclined  to  believe  what 
they  wish,  it  is  very  possible  that  some  honest  men 
(not  having  viewed  the  matter  as  they  ought)  verily 
believed  it  was  best  that  the  United  Stales  shqufii 
receive  even  their  “hob  nails”  from  England,  be- 
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cause  they  themselves  found  advantage  in  the  pre 
valence  of  such  a belief:  and  hence  they  zealously 
impressed  it  upon  others. 

The  long  continuance  and  too  general  prevalence 
of  such  notions,  have  given  them  a root  not  easily 
eradicated.  But  time  and  patience  will  do  much  ; 
and  when  those  who  have  these  British  attach 
xnents,  (perhaps,  almost  unknown  to  themselves) 
shall  seriously  reflect  upon  the  situation  of  their 
country,  and  he  quite  sure  that  it  is  involved  in  war, 
an  immense  majority  will  rally  round  the  national 
standard  and  “ unite  in  common  e (Torts  for  the  com- 
mon good.”  In  the  interim,  while  we  carefully 
watch  against  crimes  let  us  bear  with  the  weaknesses 
of  our  brethren,  and  unite  them  in  a pure  love  of 
country,  with  gentleness. 


Navy  Pension  Fund. 

At  the  commencement  of  a new  war  we  naturally 
recur  to  past  experience  for  relative  information  ; 
and  it  is  with  great  pleasure  we  state  tire  following 
on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Samuel  Blodget,  of  Wash- 
ington City — viz.  that  during  the  short  contest 
with  France  in  1799  the  share  of  prize  money  ap- 
propriated to  found  a Navy  Pension  Fund,  not 
only  comfortably  supports  all  cxis?ing  pensioners, 
but  also  accumulates. — A surpluss  of  above  $9000. 
being  invested  in  new  stock,  the  last  year,  from  the 
interest  accruing  from  this  establishment  ; which 
sum,  we  doubt  not,  will  soon  be  much  increased  by 
our  brave  tars  for  the  future  enjoyment  of  their 
wounded  companions. 


Orders  and  Decrees. 

The  decree  of  Napoleon,  revoking  the  edicts  of 
Berlin  and  Milan,  published  in  our  last,  is  a singu- 
lar article,  the  nature  of  which  may,  perhaps,  be 
better  explained  by  the  despatches  received  from 
Mr.  Barlow,  by  the  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  lately  ar 
rived  in  the  Delaware.  It  is  as  full,  positive  and 
absolute  as  we  could  desire  it — but  it  bears  date  one 
year  antecedent  to  its  promulgation. 

On  a very  slight  view  of  the  subject,  and  com 
bining  the  reported  change  cf  ministry  with  the 
French  annulling  decree,  we  expressed  an  opinion 
in  our  last  that  “ it  might  be  fairly  presumed  the 
orders  in  council  would  be  repealed.”  But  although 
the  old  ministers  have  resigned  their  places  and  held 
their  seats  only  ad  interim,  it  is  probable  they  will 
be  continued  of  necessity,  from  the  impossibility  of 
uniting  the  discordant  sentiments  of  the  leading  men 
in  England.  The  marquis  Wellesley  has  received 
the  orders  of  the  prince  regent  to  form  a new  minis- 
try, which  it  seems  he  is  unable  to  do  with  any 
prospect  of  success  ; those  having  the  confidence  of 
the  nation  refusing  to  participate  in  it;— so  that 
there  is  a kind  of  interregnum  in  that  country,  which 
greatly  increases  the  difficulties  of  the  nation.  Lord 
Castlereagh,  yet  acting  as  minister,  explicitly  stated 
in  the  house  of  Commons  on  the  22nd  May,  on  the 
question  being  propounded  by  Mr.  Broughman , 
that,  as  by  this  decree  of  Napoleon  the  edicts  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  are  “ not  generally  and  uncon- 
««  diti  on  all  y repealed,  as  required  by  his  niaies- 
« ty’s  declaration,  (see  Weekly  Register,  No. 
40,  p.  229)  but  only  repealed  so  far  as  they  regard 
“ America — he  had  no  objection  to  state  it  as  his 
« own  opinion,  that  this  French  decree,  so  issued, 
« made  no  manner ( of  alteration  in  the  question  of 
« the  orders  in  council.”  What  now  becomes  of 
the  hollow  pretext  of  retaliation,  of  the  oft  repeated 
declaration  of  the  British  ministry  at  home  and  their 
agents  in  theUnited  States — and  where  is  the  strong 
ground  taken  by  certain  late  protesters  against  the 
proceedings  of  congress  ? Here  is  the  “ annulling 
act”  required,  as  full  and  explicit  as  possible,  so  far 
as  the  United  States  are  interested — yet  as  those  de- 
crees are  not  “generally  and  unconditionally 
repealed,”  the  annulling  act  is  not  to  affect  the  or 
ders  in  council ! 

We  consider  it  a fortunate  circumstance  that 
Castferqagh  remained  in  power  to  stamp  his  go- 
vernment with  the  infamy  due  to  it  in  this  matter 
. — and  that  things  have  so  fallen  out  that  every  man 
in  America  must  believe  the  British  ministry  never 
intended  to  revoke  their  orders  in  council,  notwith- 
standing their  repeated  assertions  to  the  contrary, 
and  the  gallons  of  ink  spent  in  their  defence  by 
iheir  former  friends  and  adherents,  in  theU.  States. 


Roman  Patriotism. 

FROM  A LATE  TENNESSEE  PAPER. 

The  son  of  col.  Martin,  of  Smith  county,  with  the' 
approbation  of  his  father,  has  entered  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  having  enlisted,  in  the  company 
of  captain  A.  Gray. 

This  young  man  has  been  handsomely  educated* 
possesses  very  promising  talents,  and  is  without  a 
stajn  in  his  moral characier.  lie  had  applied  to  the 
general  government  for  a command  and  not  having 
received  it,  he  scorned  to  be  one  of  these  who  would, 
fight  as  an  officer  but  not  as  a soldier .»  The  father 
seconded  the  spirit  of  his  son; — — and  the  young, 
man  was  regularly  enlisted  for  eighteen  months. — 
Col.  Martin,  col.  Walton,  ‘major  Dixon  and  several 
ether  worthies  of  the  revolution  stood  by  and  wit  lx 
strong  emotions  witnessed  the  ceremony  of  a young 
man,  of  one  of  the  best  families  in  the  country,, 
swearing  to  be  faithful  to  the  republic. 

This  noble  conduct  reflects  equal  honor  upon 
col.  Martin  and  his  son  : how'  different  from  the. 
conduct  of  many  other  persons,  who  instead  of  pro-., 
moting  the  recruiting  service,  contribute  by  their 
ridiculous  behaviour  to  lay  obstructions  in  the  way 
of  it. 

Devotion  to  the  profession  of  arms  is  the  presage, 
to  success.  ’ We  anticipate  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
young  Martin  display  that  zeal  and.  capacity  whicl* 
will  qualify  him  lor  important  command  ; and  that 
hifrzeal  for  the  service  of  his  country  will  soon  be 
rewarded  with  a suitable  appointment.  How  often 
.is  genius  and  the  first  abilities,  especially  in  an  ar- 
my, found  in  the  lowest  grades ! 

Extract  of  a letter  from  colonel  Marlin  of  Smith 

county , to  lieui.  col.  IV.  P.  Anderson , dated  22 d of 

June , 1812. 

“ The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  inform  you  that 
some  time  ago,  my  son,  Joseph  A.  Martin , with  my 
entire  approbation,  enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States  ; and  that  lately  some  of  my 
friends,  without  my  knowledge,  have  sent  his  name 
to  the  war  department  and  requested  an  appointment 
for  him. 

I had  not  intended  that  such  an  application  should 
be  made  at  this  time,  as  I wished  that  ray  son  should 
learn  the  duties  of  a soldier  by  experience,  before 
he  is  invested  with  command. 

But  as  his  name  has  actually  been  forwarded,  I 
should  be  willing  that  you,  sir,  should  name  him 
to  the  secretary  at  war,  in  such  terms  as  your  ac- 
quaintance will  authorise.  The  effect  of  his  en- 
listing, and  the  part  he  has  acted  since  the  recruit- 
ing service,  is  verified  by  the  fact,  that  eighteen 
yoyng  men  of  his  neighboorhhod  hare  since  joined. 
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itlie  company,  which  he  had  entered,  and  that  more 
•are  expected  to  do  so.'** 

Nashville,  June  20,  1812. 

Dear  Sir, — On  my  return  from  Kentucky,  I 
Jiave  found  at  my  quarters  your  letter  of  the  22d 
•instant. 

The  application  which  you  make  to  me  on  the 
part  of  your  son,  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Mat  tin,  shall  be, 
or  rather  has  been,  punctually  attended  to.  In  sup 
•pot  ting  his  pretensions  with  the  war  department,  I 
not  only  gratify  my  individual  feelings,  but  discharge 
in  some  degree  an  obligation  which  is  due  from  all) 
the  friends  of  their  country  to  yourself  and  your 
son.  Nearly  sixty  men,  principally  the  sons  of  farm- 
ers and  of  respectable  connections,  have  already 
enlisted  from  your  section  of  the  country  in  the  com 
pany  of  captain  Gray.  For  this  distinguished  suc- 
cess it  should  not  bedissembled,  sir,  that  the  United 
States  are  indebted,  to  a considerble  degree,  as  well 
to  your  individual  exertions  as  to  the  noble  example 
which  has  been  displayed  in  your  family. 

Your  idea  that  your  son  should  learn  the  duties 
of  a soldier,  by  experience,  before'he  is  invested  with 
•command,  is  worthy  of  the  days  of  Cincinnatus.  In 
ail  ages  and  in  all  countries  the  most  celebrated 
commanders  have  been  formed  in  that  way.  See 
the  constellation  of  great  generals  who  now  figure 
on  the  theatre  of  Europe  and  conduct  at  their 
pleasure  the  destinies  of  the  old  world : hardly  one 
of  these  can  be  named  who  twenty  or  thirty  years 
ago  was  not  a private  or  a sergeant  in  the  armies  of 
France. 

Bat  in  no  country  has  merit  been  more  entirely 
the  passport  to  preferment  than  that  in  which  We 
Jive.  Young  men  whose  bosoms  are  animated  with 
a thirst  for  military  fame  should  not  decline  the  ser 
vice  because  they  cannot  receive  appointments  be. 
fore  they  are  known.  They  should  enter  the  army 
without  being  solicitous  of  rank,  under  the  full  as 
surance  that  the  government  will  distinguish  and 
appreciate  their  talents  the  moment  they  are  dis- 
played. 

With  respect  to  your  son  Joseph,  and  the  qualifi 
cations  which  he  possesses,  I had  already  expressed 
my  opinion,  by  directing  captain  Gray  to  order  him 
to  Uris  place  that  he  m;ght  perform  the  duties  of 
adjutant  to  the  eighth  regiment 

This  appointment  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  him 
formally  until  he  shall  possess  the  rank  of  a subai 
tern  officer  ; but  I will  give  him  the  duties  of  it  to 
perform  and  let  him  Wait  for  the  rank  and  emolu- 
ments attached  to  it  until  by  law  he  can  be  invested 
with  them. 

I am  most  respectfully  your  friend,  etc. 

W.  P.  ANDERSON, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  eighth  regiment , 
United  Stales’  army. 

Colonel  VVm.  Martin. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Lt.  Joseph  Anthony  to  Lt. 

Col.  W.  P.  Anderson. 

Smith  county,  June  21,  1812. 

“In  the  course  of  last  week  I have  had  the  satis 
faction  to  enlist  eighteen  men,  all  of  whom  belong- 
ed to  a militia  company  commanded  by  me  at  the 
time  of  my  appointment  in  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  Motives  of  patriotism  have  impelled  them 
to  this  generous  action.  They  are  all  true  hearted 
Americans,  whose  besoms  glow  with  the  love  of 
freedom  and  the  fire  of  ’76. 

“ I enclose  you  a list  of  their  names  that  you  may 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  personally  these 
feraye  and  generous  hearted  men.” 


District  o f IVcst-Tennessee, 

Nashville  Rendezvous,  2 9th  June,  1812. 

Dear  sir— I have  read  with  the  liveliest  interest 
your  letter  of  the  21st  instant.  The  circumstance 
it  has  communicated  reflects  equal  honor  on  your- 
self, and  on  the  eighteen  brave  men  who  have  a 
second  time  voluntarily  placed  themselves  under 
your  command.  In  you  it  is  an  evidence  that  at 
the  head  of  a company  you  have  already  behaved 
well  and  authorises  the  belief  that  you  will,  in  your 
present  rank,  do  your  duty  : In  them  it  is  a proof 
of  patriotism  and  of  devotion  to  the  service  of  the 
republic,  which  is  unparalleled  by  any  thing  that 
comes  within  my  knowledge.  To  see  18  brave 
men,  out  of  one  militia  company,  voluntarily  en- 
listing themselves,  in  the  present  crisis,  under 
their  former  commander,  is  indeed  a noble  specta- 
cle ; a scene  on  which  1 dwell  with  proud  satisfac- 
tion. 

What  a striking  answer  it  affords  to  the  declara- 
tions of  some  politicians  who  have  predicted  that 
the  new  army  cannot  be  raised  in  three  years  : who 
have  had  the  temerity  to  say  that  the  farmers’  sons 
will  not  enlist ! 

I beg  you,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the 
deep  gratification  which  you  have  afforded  me  in 
making  this  noble  action  the  subject  of  a special 
communication.  I rejoice  that  you  have  sent  roe 
the  names  of  those  brave  and  generous  men,  that  I 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  to  them  my 
public  acknowledgments,  and  of  exhibiting  them 
as  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  in  all  parts  of 
our  country. 

I have  the  honor  to  he  respectfully,  etc. 

W.  P.  ANDERSON, 
Lieut.  Col.  Sth  Regt.  Inf’y  U.  S.  Army. 
Lieut.  Jos.  Anthony. 

Sth  Reg’t  Inf’y  U.  S.  Army, 

Smith  county,  Carthage. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  brave  men  allud- 
ed to  in  the  foregoing  letters  : 

Amos  Romark,  James  Ellis,  Cane  Stafford, 
Charles  Wilson,  William  Linvill,  John  Green, 
Pleasant  Talbott,  Thomas  Henderson,  William 
Talbot,  William  Jones,  Stephen  Johnson,  Stephen 
Dallas,  John  Murfrey,  John  Brawner,  John  Potter, 
VVm.  Lorance,  Abram  Britton,  Enock  Wemhorly. 


Military  Notices. 

Under  this  head  we  propose  to  collect  the  scraps  of 
n*ws  afloat  relating  to  the  war.  In  addition  to 
which,  great  pains  will  be  taken  to  record  all  the 
official  articles  or  authentic  details  of  important 
events,  connected  with  it.  In  our  next  paper  art 
attempt  will  be  made  to  arrange  these  articles  in 
a systematic  manner,  under  several  minor  depart- 
ments. 

Two  gentlemen  arrived  at  Albany  from  Sackett’s 
harbor,  state  that  they  saw  the  British  ship  of  war 
the  Royal  George,  of  22  guns,  brought  in  there  by 
the  United  States  brig  Oneida,  captain  Wcolsev,  of 
16  guns,  much  shattered,  after  a contest  of  four 
hours. 

We  are  yet  without  any  news  from  Commodore 
Rodgers  and  his  squadron,  except  that  he  was  spok- 
en on  the  first  of  July  by  a ve&sel  that  has  arrived  at 
New- York. — which  vessel,  the  preceding  day,  had 
fallen  in  with  the  Jamaica  fleet  We  hourly  look 
for  important  intelligence. 
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Of  the  many  reports  respecting  the  atuck  on  the 
British  frigate  Belvidere,  the  following  is  the  most 
probable,  though  the  captain  ofthatship  has  boast- 
ed that  he  beat  oil'  the  whole  “ Yankee  squad 
ron.” — 

Extract  of  a letter  dated  New  York , July  14, 1812. 

“ It  is  a fact  beyond  contradiction,  that  the  Pie 
sident  has  not  been  so  foitunate  as  to  have  been 
engaged  with  the  Belvidere.  but  the  Hornet,  capt. 
Lawrence,  being  to  windward  and  somewhat  ahead 
•f  the  squadron  (about  ten  miles)  saw  the  Belvidere 
to  windward,  gave  chase  the  wind  being  light — she. 
however  soon  came  up  with  her,  (the  squadron  was 
by  this  time  four  leagues  to  leeward)  and  gave  her 
three  or  four  broadsides;  but  finding  night  ap- 
proaching, and  the  squadron  not  being  able  to  come 
up  in  time  to  her  assistance,  capt.  Lawrence  thought 
it  prudent  to  give  up  the  chase. — A gentleman  who 
came  from  Halifax  in  the  Colibri  gave  me  this  in 
formation,  and  states  that  when  the  Belvidere 
arrived  in  Halifax,  she  was  obliged  to  be  buoy- 
ed up  to  keep  her  from  sinking — that  she  bad 
30  or  40  men  killed  in  the  action.  My  informant 
is  Mr.  * * *,  he  left  Halifax  a fortnight  ago  last 
Sunday. 

A report  prevailed  at  Boston  on  the  12th  inst.  ori- 
ginating with  the  Br  itish  cartel  arrived  at  that  port 
with  the  three  sailors  taking  from  the  Chesapeake, 
that  a desperate  battle  had  been  fought  between  an 
American  frigate  and  the  British  ship  Guerrier.  The 
fight  is  said  to  have  lasted  4 hours — the  result,  is  not 
stated.  We  place  very  little  confidence  in  this  ru- 
mor, though  it  is  possible  the  Essex  may  have  had 
an  engagement ; which  vessel,  with  the  frigate  Con- 
stitution, corvette  John  Adams , and  brigs  Nautilus, 
Vixen,  and  Viper  are  cruising  off  the  coast.  They 
will  afford  much  protection  to  our  returning  mer- 
chantmen. Those  from  Spain  and  Portugal  are  ge- 
nerally very  rich  in  specie.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  5u0,t)00  hard  dollars  are  entering,  and,  for  some 
weeks  have  entered,  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

Five  sail  of  man  of  war,  under  admiral  Sawyer , 
are  said  to  have  left  Halifax  on  the  4<h  of  July  in 
pursuit  of  our  squadron.  The  British  brig  Plumper 
of  12  guns,  has  captured  three  or  four  American 
vessels  ; among  them  a vessel  from  Liverpool  with 
a cargo. 

In  sixty  days,  counting  from  the  day  on  w hich 
war  against  England  was  declared,  there  will  be 
afloat  from  the  United  States,  not  less  than  150  pri 
vateers,  carrying,  on  an  average,  75  men  and  6 
guns.  If  they  succeed  pretty  well,  their  number 
will  be  doubled  in  a short  time.  Sixty-five  were  at 
sea  on  the  15th  inst.  Many  others  are  probably  out 
th^t  we  have  not  yet  heard  of. 

The  British  marine  on  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie  is 
said  to  have  been  placed  on  the  war  establishment 
The  British  government  schr.  Whiting,  Lieut 
Maxey,  with  despatches,  arrived  from  Plymouth 
(Eng.)  on  Wednesday  last  in  Hampton  Roads,  not 
having  heard  of  the  war.  The  privateer  schr.  Dash, 
Cattain  Cakroway,  of  tiiis  port,  bound  upon  a 
cruize,  being  in  Hampton  Roads,  when  the  Whit- 
ing anchored,  first  got  possession  of  lieu t.  Maxev, 
and  part  of  his  crew,  who  were  rowing  on  shore  for 
Hampton,  and  then  ran  alongside  of  the  Whiting, 
and  ordered  the  commanding  officer  to  surrender, 
which  he  did  without  opposition  We  understand 
the  despatches  were  thrown  overboard. 

Her  despatches  were  said  to  relate  to  Henry’s 
affair. 

The  British  schr.  mounts  four  guns  : the  Dash 
only  o Norfolk  Ledger  10 ih. 


'I'heBiitish  brig  Emolous  ot  18  guns  is  eruising  . 
off  the  southern  slates. 

A British  squadron,  consisting  of  one  ship  of  the 
line,  one  50,  one  frigate  and  two  sloops  of  war,  are 
said  to  have  sailed  from  Bermuda  For  Halifax  on  the 
18th  June. 

Several  gun  boats  have  left  Philadelphia  to  take  I 
their  station  for  the  defence  of  the  Delaware.  Four 
stout  privateers  have  sailed  from  that  port,  and  j] 
others  are  preparing. 

The  privateer  Paul  Jones,  of  New  York,  has 
captured  a British  brig,  Ulvsses,  from  the  West  In- 
dies for  Halifax,  and  sent  her  into  Norfolk.  The  j 
Gypsey,  of  New  York,  for  Bordeaux,  captured  by 
the  British  under  the  o-  der-  in  council,  has  been  re- 
captured by  her  d ew,  under  the  ot'ders  of  the  club , j 
and  carried  safely  into  port. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Salem , dated  July  6. 

Arrived  at  Gloucester  this  day,  brig  Pickering,  :] 
Davis,  — days  from  Gibraltar;  was  taken  a week  ; 
ago  last  Saturday,  by  the  frigate  Belvidere,  and  a : 
prize  master  and  eight  men  put  on  board,  and  or-  j 
dered  for  Halifax;  was  retaken  by  the  crew,  within  ] 
about  six  miles  of  Halifax  light,  and  the  men  brought 
into  Gloucester.  They  spoke  very  unfavorably  of  J 
commodore  Rodgers,  The  Belvidere  was  much  I 
shattered  in  her  stern,  and  lost  one  topmast.  She.  ■< 
had  one  man  killed,  and  one  wounded,  who  died.  J 
Four  of  t he  prize  crew  assisted  in  retaking  the  Pick - 3 
ering.  We  understand  she  was  in  bailast,  and  had  . 
no  specie  on  board.  She  was  fired  upon  by  owe  Iri- 
gate.  I 

[Another  account  says  that  this  vessel  had  60,0001 
dollars  on  board,  which  the  British  did  not  discover-  .» 
When  the  prisoners  were  landed,  the  flags  of  two 
vessels  belonging  to  a wretch  born  iri  the  United 
States,  but,  nevertheless,  not  an  Americ  an,  werea 
hoisted  half  mast  high,  to  shew  his  regret  that  cer-  j 
tain  citizens  had  recovered  their  property  fiom  the  - 
subjects  of  his  king  ] 

Salem,  July  10. 

Successful  cruise. — Last  evening  the  privateer  j 
schooner  Fame,  captain  Webb,  returned  to  port, 
having  taken  a ship  of  near  3C0  tons  with  a load  of  J 
square  timber,  and  a brig  of  about  200  Ions  loaded  i 
with  tar.  The  ship  had  two  4 pounders,  loaded,  > 
but  was  prevented  from  any  defence  by  the  sudden-  | 
ness  of  boarding.  Both  of  the  prizes  are  moment-  I 
ly  expected. 

The  p’ivateer  Madison,  of  Gloucester,  (Ms.)  has  : 
captured  a British  ship  of  12  guns.  10  or  12  prizes 
have  reached  Salem  A grand  attempt,  by  seveial 
privateers,  united,  was  expected  to  be  made  upon  18 
or  20  merchant  vessels  at  St.  Andrews.  The  acti- 
vity of  these  sons  of  the  sea* * is  truly  astonish- 
ing. 

A small  fishing  boat,  with  specie,  is  said  to  have 
been  captured  near  the  lines,  and  sent  into  Easb- 
port,  by  one  of  our  privateers. 

Seven  privateers  sailed  from  Baltimore  on  Sunday 
last.  One  of  the  vessels  is  commanded  by  the 
celebrated  commodore  Barney.  About  as  mawy 
more  are  now  actually  fitting  out,  and  expect  to  sail  I 
in  from  5 to  10  days. 

Charleston,  July  7. 

Arrived  yesterday,  ship  Robaand  Betsey,  Baldry, 
seized  by  lieutenant  Grandison,  commander  of  ! 
the  United  States  Guard  Ship , under  impression  of 
being  British  pr  operty.  This  vessel  has  never  been 
home  since  the  embargo  of  1808. 

On  Wednesdaydast,  two  British  brigs  from  Ame- 
lia, lade  i with  lumber,  were  taken  in  above  St.  Ma- 
ry’s, piizes  to  Gun  boat  No.  6?,  commanded  by 
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Mr.  Foster  ; and  on  Thursday  the  British  ships 
Emperor  and  Ex  pen  merit,  with  lumber  ; and  Bri- 
tish sehr.  Adventure,  in  ballast ; ail  from  Amelia 
were  taken  in. 

Raleigh,  n.  c.  July  10. — General  Hampton 
passed  through  this  place  yesterday  on  his  way 
from  Washington  to  Colombia.  He  is  to  corn 
mand  in  the  Southern  department  under  general 
Pinckney. 

His  excellency  the  governor,  in  conformity  to  a 
requestor  general  Pinckney,  has  ordered  two  bat- 
tallions  cf  militia  to  the  sea  board — one  to  he  sta- 
tioned at  fori  Johnston,  and  the  other  at  fort  Hamp 

ton.  The  arms  of  the  militia  have  arrived. 

* 

We  continue  to  receive  cheering  accounts  of  the 
patriotism  and  zeal  of  the  people  in  supporting  the 
measure6  of  government.  In  Mathews  county,  Va. 
85  men  above  45  years,  Wave  associated,  and  being 
suppiyed  with  two  field  pieces,  are  prepared  for 
home  defence. 

500  men  have  already  been  enlisted  in  North  Ca- 
rolina. The  recruiting  service  commenced  only  4 
or  5 week  ago. 

By  an  act  of  congress  passed  on  the  26th  of  June 
last,  the  infantry  of  the  United  States  i-.  to  consist 
of  25  regiments — to  each  regiment  1 colonel,  1 lieut. 
colonel,  1 major,  1 adjutant,  1 paymaster,  1 quar 
ter  master,  1 surgeon,  2 surgeon’s  mates,  1 serje&ul 
major,  1 quarter  master’s  serjeant,  2 principal  mu 
sicians,  and  10  companies.  Each  company  to  con 
»ist  of  1 captain,  1 first  lieutenant,  1 second  lieu 
tenant,  1 ensign,  4 serjeants,  6 corporals,  2 musici- 
arts  and  90  privates. 

A troop  of  cavalry  is  to  consist  of — 1 captain,  1 
first  lieutenant,  1 second  lieutenant,  1 cornet,  4 
serjeants,  6 corporals,  2 musicians,  I master  of  the 
sword,  1 saddler,  1 blacksmith  and  64 privates. 

Lieut.  Ganesvoort,  belonging  to  the  garrison  at 
fort  Niagara,  happening  to  be  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river  when  the  news  of  war  reached  Canada, 
has  been  detained  a prisoner  by  the  British. — 
Two  of  the  American  merchant  vessels  on  the  lake 
have  also  been  captured — an  consequence  of  the 
commercial  news  of  the  war  transmitted  from  Alba 
ny ! 

The  news  of  war  was  hailed  as  a second  decree  of 
Independence  in  Kentucky.  The  most  of  the  Lovms 
were  illuminated  on  the  occasion. 

A letter  from  the  Indian  agent,  Erastus  Granger, 
esq.  dated  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  June  29,  assures  us  of 
the  peaceable  disposition  of  the  six  nations  of  Inch 
ans.  But  accounts  from  the  South  give  us  reason 
to  apprehend  that  the  Cherokees  have  commenced 
hostilities.  They  are  few  in  number,  entirely  sur- 
rounded by  the  whites,  and  will  be  quickly  destroy- 
ed, if  they  do  not  behave  themselves  as  they  ought. 

An  attack  was  contemplated  to  be  made,  upon  St. 
Augustine,  in  East  Florida  on  the  4ith  of  July, by  the 
United  States  troops  (200)  patriots  (4-00)  and  militia 
volunteers  from  Savannah,  190)  all  under  the  com- 
mand of  col.  Smith.  The  force  of  the  garrison  is 
riot  stated. 

Capt.  Goodwin's  company  of  light  in'antry,  in 
Sussex  county,  Delaware,  of  45  men  in  uniform, 
have  unanimously  volunteered  their  services  to  the 
governor  as  part  of  the  state’s  quota  of  the  100,000 
militia.  This  is  the  first  instance  of  the  kind  that 
has  occurred  in  that  state. 

Much  preparation,  with  no  small  bustle  and  acti- 
vity, is  to  he  found  in  the  northern  parts  of  New- 
York.  The  war  will,  for  the  moment,  hear  hardly 
upon  the  people  of  this  frontier,  but  the  marching 
of  the  troops  to  that  quarte*’  must  soon  relieve  them 


from  the  fear  of  damage  by  the  allits — EngUsfi- 
f/ten  and  savages. 

From  Canada  we  have  many  accounts  tending  to 
shew  the  little  reliance  that  the  British  government 
can  place  on  the  people  ; the  whole  body  being  dis- 
affected. A regiment  of  militia  rose  en  masse  and 
determined  to  reluin  to  their  homes.  They  were 
immediately  fired  upon  by  the  regular  troops,  and 
27  of  them  killed.  The  termination  of  the  affair  is 
not  mentioned. 

Major  general  Van  Rensellaer,  of  the  New-York 
militia,  has  received  orders  to  repair  to  the  western 
frontier  of  that  slate  to  take  the  command  of  the 
troops  assembled  in  that  quarter. 

General  Hull,  with  bis  army,  in  fine  health  and 
spirits,  was  within  75  miles  of  Detroit  on  the  21»t 
of  June.  It  is  reported  that  500  Indians  were  era- 
bodied  about  the  middle  of  that  month  within  seven 
miles  of  ,}f(ifden.  This  is  good  evidence  that  the 
British  have  not  excited  the  Indians  te  hostilities! 

The  recruiting  goes  on  very  lively  in  all  parts  ©f 
the  Western  country. 

A lme  of  Telegraphs  is  about  to  be  erected  from 
Tybe  light  house  to  Savannah. 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  July  18,  1812. 

The  late  anniversary  of  American  Independence 
has  been  more  generally  observed  than  any  that 
preceded  it,  by  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

Our  accounts  from  Peru  are  very  pleasant,  though 
vague  and  indefinite.  It  appears  as  if  a complete 
i evolution  had  been  effected.  The  state  of  Chili 
may  he  estimated  from  reading  the  article  inserted 
in  page  327.  All  “ Spanish  America”  so  called,  is 
or  will  he  independent; 

The  Wasp  has  arrived  in  the  Delaware,  but  ex- 
cept her  despatches,  brings  nothing  of  importance 
from  France  or  England.  Bonaparte  to  shew  his 
confidence  in  the  loyalty  of  his  subjects,  had  passed 
through  the  streets  of  Paris  without  a single  atten- 
dant. The  British  are  still  sending  reinforcements 
to  Portugal.  Lord  Wellington  has  detained  and 
purchased  at  Lisbon  140,000  bbls  American  flour, 
and  drawn  bill*  on  the  English  treasury,  in  favor  of 
the  sellers,  for 700,000,*;  sterling,  inpayment  lor  it. 

A great  many  American  vessels  have  arrived  at 
Liverpool  with  vast  quantities  of  produce,  which 
chiefly  sailed  ju£t  before  the  embargo  was  laid. 

3,590,0G0<£  sterling  have  been  received  in  Eng- 
land from  China  in  dollars  and  bullion,  in  the  last 
fleets. 

The  British  schooner  Bream,  of  4 guns,  with  a 
flag  of  truce,  has  arrived  at  Boston — said  to  have 
come  for  the  express  purpose  ol  delivering  up  the 
seamen  taken  from  on  board  the  Chesapeake  frigate 
a few  years  ago. 

The  London  Courier  of  the  30th  May  says — “ N® 
arrangement  [Cor  a new  ministry]  has  yet  began.” 
The  same  paper  further  says — “ A large  addition  ts 
likely  to  be  made. to  the  public  burthens.  Not  less 
than  two  millions  of  new  taxes  will  be  wanted  Cor 
the  service  of  the  year.”  [That  is,  additional  im- 
positions are  to  he  laid  upon  thejpeople  of  England, 
equal  to  8,880,000,  or  nearly  double  the  amount  of 
the  whole  internal  revenue  proposed  to  be  raised  in 
the  Unitsd  States  to  carry  on  the  war. 

NewYork,  July  14. 

Mr  Foster  the  late  British  minister  and  colonel 
Barclay,  late  consul,  on  Saturday  went  down  t© 
Sandy  Hook,  to  embark  on  board  the  flag  of  truce 
Colibri ; and  yesterday  sailed  for  Halifax. 
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War  song. 
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By' the  steam  boat  from  Albany,  we  learn  that  an 
embargo,  to  conihnie  lor  ] i*  days  had  been  laid  in 
C.uYiua.  And  tlint  ihe  inhabitants  on  the  lines  re- 
valued, as  yet,  pcifveily  quiet. 

i he  lepubhcans  oi  Venezuela  nppear  to  be  much 
in  want  oi  arm.':.  By*  an  act  of  the  l.'v.h  May  they 
invite  foi  eigners  to  import  12,000  muskets,  engaging 
to  pay  for  the  hrst  four  thousand  30  dollars  each, 
tor  the  second  four  thousand  25' .dollars  each,  and 
for  the  third  four  thousand  20  dollars  each.  The 
whole  to  be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

'Many  American  ships  waiting  at  Liverpool  under 
an  expectancy  that  tj^c  orders  in  'council  would  be 
rescinded,  will  probably  be  detained  by  the  war. 

It  is  said  that  the  Prince  Regent,  alarmed  by  the 
threatening;  letler&that  flow  in  . upon  him, has  retired 
to  the  tower  of  London  for  safety  The  public  ex 
jp  Relation  has  been  sorely  disappointed,  in  his  con- 
duct since  l;e  earuc  tot  full  power  ; and  it  would  not 
he  wonderful  if  he  were  sacrificed  to  the  fury  ofthe 
suffering  populace.  The  tumults  in  the  manufac* 
to ■ iiig-towns  are  continued. 

A letter  .from  Washington  says— -Report  here  is, 
that  Xi|r.  T'osLer,  late  British  minister,  expected  cn 
jaavhvgA^  very  soon  to  return,  or  that  a successor 
v.  o<dd.  He  would  not  dispose  of  all  his  furniture, 
expressly  ordering  it  to  be  kept  here. 

A Boston  paper  says,  that  arrangements  have 
been  made  under  which  the  packets  from  New- York 
.for  England  will  be  continued  six  months. — Though 
such  an  arrangement  might,  in  some' respects,  be 
eminently  useful,  yet  in  others  it  would  be  extreme- 
ly injur  km;  it  is.  therefore  probable  that  no  arrange- 
meat  h.as  been  made. 


Great  Britain 

’ Ucstr eying  her  own  manufactures , and  promoting 
oar  manufactures. 

The  war  charges  (says  the  Democratic  Press) 
upon  importing  goods  will  greatly  increase  the 
benefits  to  our  manufacturers,  and  will  contribute 
to  establish  amongst  us  those  numerous  works,  by 
labor-saving  machinery  which)  have  been  commenc  | 
ed  since  the  British  orders  in  council,  blockades, 
'and  impressments  from  1803  to  1807.  Those  British 
acts  were  war  and  have  at  length  produced  war 
from  us.  Fifty  thousand  pocket  handkerchiefs 
v for  boys"' and  girls,  were  printed  in  Philadelphia 
county  in  6ne  single  day,  in  the  last  spring,  by 
rollers  moved  by  water,  covered  with  copper  and 
engraved  with  figures  and  flowers.  These  rollers 
can  be  engraved  with  any  figure  or  pattern,  and 
will  print  with ’ope  color,  upon  a white  or  blue,  buff, 
or  other  dyed  gl  ound.  Ten  thousand  yards  of  cot- 
ton cloth  are  printed  by  them  in  one  day;  or  three 
millions  of  yards  per  annum.  Great  Britain,  for 
plundering  our  trade?  impressing  our  sailors,  in- 
viting our  citizens  (by  an  order  in  council !)  to 
break  our  embargo  laws,  and  laying  duties  upon 
our  trade  with  other  foreign  nations  should  be  shut 
out  of  the  trade  in  goods  ivc  can  thus  print  by 
horse,  water,  steam  or  hand.  She  should  be  taught 
that  for  every  wrdng  to  our  sailors  and  to  our  fo- 
reign trade,  she  shall  sufier  in  her  manufacturers, 
and  her  manufactures.  Let  us  make  the  war  a 
trial  of  skill,  as  well  as  atrial  “by  battle” 

Great  Britain  has  rendered  it  inevitable,  that  our 
duties  on  imports  will  be  very  considerably  in- 
creased. Here  again  misconduct  to  us  will  bring 
its  own  peaceable  punishment.  The  effect  of  this 
fact  is  equal  to  the  cruizing  of  twenty  ships  upon 
the  exports  of  their  manufactures.  Britain  should 
never  have  forced  the  president  to  suggest,  and 


RE  AT  BRITAIN  ! 

congt ess  to  ad  jpt  a return  of  tear  upon  her.  She 
jowes  it  to  her  own  interc-t  and  -afev,  and  to  her 
honor  to  remove  the  men  who  have  produced  the 
war  wit  t the  United  Staler.  The  supply  of  Ameri- 
can raw  materials  for  her  manufacturers,  and  for 
the  supply  of  provisions*  for  her  aimy,  navy, 
and  manufacturers,  and  for  the  mass  of  her  pop- 
ulation, will  be  greatly  decreased  to  Britain  by 
ri>e  denial  of  American  exports,  produced  by  her 
war  in  fact  of  nineteen  years  standing,  which  we 
have  been  compelled  by  honor,  interest,  and  duty 
to  return  upon  her. 


War  Soncv. 

ALTERED  FROM  MOORE. 

REMEMBER  the  glories  of  brave  Washington,, 
TIu>’  the  days  of  the  hero  are  o’er; 

Tho’  lost  to  Columbia,  and  cold  in  the  grave. 

He  ret  urns  to  his  country  no  more 

That  star  of  the  field,  which  so  often  has  pour’d 
Its  beam  on  the  battle,  is  set : 

But  enough  of  its  glory  remains  on  each  sword. 
To  light  us  to  VICTOR. Y yet!  . 

COLUMBIA!1  when  nature  embellish’d  the  tint 
Of  thy  fields,  and  thy  mountains  so  fair. 

Did  she  ever  intend  that  a tyrant  should  print 
The  footsteps  of  slavery  here? 

No!  Freedom,  whose. cause  we  will  never  resign. 
Go,  tell  to  the  nations  afar. 

That  we  and  our  children  will  bend  at  thy  shrine, 
Or  endure  all  the  horrors  of  war. 

Forget  not  the  heroes,  our  fathers,  who  stood. 

In  the  day  of  distress,  side  by  side  ; 

Whilethe  grass  ofthe  valley  grew  red  with  their  blood 
They  stirr’d  not,  but  conquer’d  or  died. 

The  sun  that  now  blesses  our  arms  with  his  light, 
Saw  them  fall  upon  manv  a plain  : 

Oh  ! let  him  not  blush,  when  he  leaves  us  to-night. 
To  find  that  they  fell  there  in  vain  ! 


Errata.  T wo  remarkable  errors  were  commit- 
ted in  the  article  headed  “Triumph  of  principle” 
inserted  in  our  last,  which  the  reader  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  correct  in  his  file  with  a pen.  In  the  14th 
line  from  the  top  of  the  first  column,  for  tc  thiriy- 
three”  read  thirty  six — and  in  the  9lh  line  from  the 
bottom  of  the  second  column,  for  “exceptionable” 
read  unexceptionable . 

The  office  of  the  Weekly  Register  is  removed 
to  the  house  next  door  above  the  merchants ’ coffee 
home , South  street. 

Having  now  inserted  the  useful  or  interesting 
! documents  that  have  been  published  by  order  of 
congress,  room  will  be  afforded  to  treat  our  read- 
ers with  a long  promised  rarity — the  entire  journal 
of  the  proceedings  ofthe  congress  of  1765. 

Some  complaints  still  existing  on  account  of" 
the  irregularity  with  which  the  Register  is  re- 
ceived, the  editor  has  only  to  say  that  all  the  pack- 
ages are  put  into  th.e  post  office  at  this  place  on  the 
day  of  publication,  and  that  he  is  very  certain  they 
ler.ve  Baltimore  bv  the  first  mails  thereafter.  The 
delays  are  upon  (he  road.  If  gentlemen,  who  have 
cause  for  complaint,  can  point  out  any  particular 
rout  to  remedy  the  evil,  the  suggestion  will  bedulv 
attended  to.  It  is  however,  due  to  our  excellent  post 
office  establishment  to  say  that  there  are  fewer  com- 
plaints than  were  anticipated. 


the  weekly  register. 
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We 


JOURNAL  OP  THE 

Stamp  Act  Congress ; 

held  at  new  YORK,  1765. 

_ have  several  times  promised  to  treat  our  readers; 
with  a correct  copy  of  this  venerable  manuscript,' 
detailing  the  first  movements  of  the  friends  ot 
freedom  in  the  new  world.  It  is  an  official  copy, 
under  thesignature  of  John  Cotton,  Esq.  Cierk 
to  that  illustrious  body  ; and,  we  have  reason  to 
believe,  the  only  one  extant.  It  w*s  handed  to 
the  editor  by  his  much  respected  friend,  Ccesur  A. 
Rodney,  Esq.  of  Delaware,  who  found  it  among 
the  papers  of  his  late  revered  uncle,  the  estimable 
and  patriotic  Ccesar  Rodney,  one  of  the  delegates, 
and  for  many  years  the  great  prop  and  stay  of 
Whivgism  in  the  lower  parts  of  his  native  state. 
On  a loose  piece  of  paper,  in  the  manuscript 
book,  is  the  list  of  the  members,  with  which  we 
have  preceded  the  journal  itself,  in  the  hand  wri 
ting  of  Mr.  C.  R We  are  thus  particular  tc 
shew  the  entire  authenticity  of  the  document : 
which,  we  are  informed,  many  of  our  sages  have 
sought  for  in  vain 
In  this  journal  the  reader  will  not  find  any  tiling 
to  astonich  or  surprize  him;  but  there  is  raucu 
to  admire.  In  every  line  he  will  discover  a spirit 
of  decision  and  firmness  totally  irreconcilable  with 
a state  of  servitude,  and  highly  worthy  of  imita 
tion  at  the  present  day.  The  difficulties  the  peo- 
ple encountered  in  forming  this  congress,  un 
known  to  the  laws  and  opposed  by  the  royalists 
invested  with  power,  are  honorable  to  their  cause 
and  its  agents.  With  an  eye  steadily  fixed  on 
freedom,  thev  cast  behind  them  the  cold  max 
ims  of  prudence,  and  nobly  resolved  to  systema- 
tise an  opposition  to  the  growing  tyranny  of  the 
« mother  country.”  They  did  so,  and  therein 
generated  a spirit  of  union,  that  finalLy  brought 
about  the  independence  of  these  states,  and  led 
to  the  establishment  of  our  present  happy  con 
stitution. 

gome  of  the  papers  have  already  been  inserted  m 
the  Register,  but  we  prefer  to  give  the  whole  in 
regular  order. 

Delegates  to  the  Congress  of  1765. 


Pennsylvania John  Dickinson 

John  Morton 
George  Bri  an. 

Delaware Thomas  M‘Kean 

Cae^-ar  Rodney. 

Maryland- William  Murdock 

Edward  Tilghmaa 
Thomas  Ringgold. 
South-Carolina — Thomas  Lynch 

Christopher  Gadsden 
John  Rutledge. 

New  Hampshire,^  Were  not  represented  in  this  com 
[ gress.  But  then  assemblies  wrote 

North- Carolina  f that  they  would  agree  to  whatever 
and  Georgia , J wasdoneby  the  congress.” 

All  of  the  above  have  gone  from  tvo’ks  to  rewards, 
but  Thomas  McKean;  now  o'.  Pennsylvania. 


THE  JOURNAL. 


SIR, 


« Massac hnsetts- 

Rhode-Island — 
Connecticut 


New -York- 


New-Jer>ey - 


VOL.  ft. 


Boston,  June  176 5. 

The  house  of  representatives  of  this  province,  in  idie  present; 
session  of  general  court,  have  unanimously  agreed  to  propose  a 
\ye  are  thus  particular  to  (.meeting,  as  soon  as  may  be,  of  committees  from  the honsesof  repre- 
• • ’ isentatives  or  burgesses,  of  the  several  British  colonies  on  this  con- 

tinent, to  consult  together  on  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
colonies,  and  the  difficulties  to  which  they  are  and  must  he  reduc- 
ed tv  the  operation  of  the  acts  of  parliament,  for  levying  duties 
and  taxes  on  the  colonies  ; and  to  consider  of  a general  and  united, 
dutiful,  loyal  and  humble  representation  of  their  condition  to  Ids 
majesty  and  to  the  parliament,  and  to  implore  relief. 

The  house  of  representatives  of  this  province  ha*e  also  voted,  to 
propose  that  such  meeting  beat  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  New  York,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October  next,  and  have 
appointed  the  committee  of  three  of  their  members  to  attend  that 
service,  with  such  as  live  other  houses  of  representatives  or  bur- 
gesses, in  the  several  colonies,  may  think  fit  to  appoint  to  meet 
them  ; and  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  this 
province  are  directed  to  repair  to  the  said  N.wYork,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  October  next,  accordingly ; if.  therefore,  your  honorable 
house  should  agree  to  this  proposal,  it  would  be  acceptable,  that  as 
early  notice  of  it  as  possible  might  be  transmitted  to  thy  speaker  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  this  province. 

SAMUEL  WHITE,  'Speaker. 

Tn  consequence  of  the  foreg  >ing  circular  letter, 
the  following  gentlemen  met  at  Newyork,  in  the 
province  of  Newyork,  on  Monday,  the  7th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1765,  viz  : 

.,  . rT  James  Otis,  T ^ 

from  the  province  of  ( 0-  Partridge  . i %. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Ti,10thv  Boggles,  Sa 

Who  produced  their  appointment  as  follows,  viz  : 
To  James  Otis,  Oliver  Partridge , and  Timothy  Buggies , Esquires* 
Gentlemen, — The  house  of  representatives  of  this  province,  have 
appointed  you  a committee  to  meet  at  New  York  on  tbe  first  Tues- 
day in  October  next,  such  committees  as  the  other  houses  of  re  pis  - 
sentatives  or  burgesses  in  the  several  colonies  on  this  continent* 
may  think  fit  to  appoint,  to  consult  together  on  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  colonies,  on  the  difficulties  to  which  they  are,  anti 
must  be,  reduced  by  the  operation  of  the  late  acts  of  Parliament. 
By  this  choice,  the  house  has  reposed  in  you  a trust  of  singular  im- 
portance, and  have  just  reason  to  expect  you  will  give  your  ut- 
most attention  to  it.  In  case  you  should  receive  advice  that  the 
houses  of  representatives  or  burgesses  of  the  other  colonies,  or  any 
of  them,  agree  to  such  committees,  to  join  you  in  this  interesting 
affair,  you  are  directed  to  repair  to  New  York  at  the  time  appointed, 
and  endeavor  to  unite  with  them  in  sentiment,  and  agree  upon  such 
representations,  as  may  tend  to  preserve  our  rights  and  pifailtgcs* 
And  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  boose,  that  no  address  or  representr*- 
tion  shall  be  esteemed  the  act  of  this  house,  unless  it  is  agreed  to 
and  signed  by  the  major  part  of  their  committee. 

If  it  should  be  said,  that  we  are  in  any  manner  represented  in 
parliament,  you  must  by  no  means  concede  to  it;  it  isauopiii  a 
which'this  house  cannot  see  the  least  reason  to  adopt. 

Further,  fine  house  think  that  such  a representation  of  the  colc« 
nies  as  British  subjecis  are  to  enjoy,  would  lx*  attended  with  me 
greatest  difficulty,  * it  is  not  absolutely  impracticable,  and  there- 
fore, you  are  not  to  urge  or  consent  to  any  proposal  for  any  repre- 
sentation, if  su£r  BVatle  hi  fhe  con  grass.. 


-James  Otis 
Oliver  Partridge 
Timothy  Ru^gles. 
-Metcalf  Bowler 
Henry  Ward. 
-Eliphalet  Dyer 
David  Rowland 
William  S.  Johnson. 
-Robert  R.  Livingston 
John  Cruger 
Phillip  Livingston 
William  Bayard 
Leonard  Lespenard. 
-Robert  Ogden 
Hendrick  Fisher 
Joseph  Borden-. 
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It  is  the  expectation  of  the  house,  that  a most  loyal  and  ifiuifril;  a-d  to  observe  all  sileh  further  instructions  as  yon  may  receive  ; 
addre-s  to  his  majesty  and  ih;_  parliament,  will  bo  prepared  by  the.;  and  you  are  to  report  your  (humps  with  the  doings  of  the  coirunis* 
congress,  praying  as  well  for  tho  removal  of  the  grievances  the  > *ioners  at  such  meeting',  to  the  genera]  assembly  of  inis  colons  , for 
colo’dcs  labor  v.iiae  rat  present,  as  for  preventing'  others  for  the  fit-  acceptance  and  approbation. 


t.ure:  which  petitions, if  drawn  up  as  far  as  you  snail  be  aide  to 
jndgigagrecrAlc  to  the  mind  of  this  house,  you  are  empowered  tit, 
aign  a no  forward  ; ami  you  are  to  lay  a cony  of  the  same  iieforetfiis 
house,  awl  make  report  of  yoitr  proceedMjjs  upon  your  return.* 

It  is  the  hearty  prayer  of  mis  house;  tnat  toe  congress  may  be 
entitled  witit  that  wisdom  widen  is  from  above,  and  that  their  coun- 
cils and  determinations  may  be  attended  will)  the  Di  vine  blessing. 

SAMUf-I.  WHITE,  Speaker. 

From  the  colony  of  Jthode  } Metcalf  Bowler, 
Island  and  Providence  > and 

PlantaEods,  ^ Henry  W ard,  F.sqs. 

Who  produced  the  following  appointment,  viz  : 


A true  copy,  examined  try 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secretary. 
THOMAS  FITCH,  Esquire,  governor  and  commander  in  chief 
! t S x of  his  majesty's  colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England, 

' “ in  America, 

To  Etiphalet  Dyer,  David  Rowland,  and  William  SamiXl  John- 
son, Esquires, 

GREETING, 

Win  w as,  the  general  assembly  of  the  said  colour  of  Con- 
necticut, nt  their  session  holden  at  Hartford  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
this  instant,  September 
of  you,  to  he  con 
New  York  to  a 
tnis«iio.uers  from  t5 


By  t 

and  (Kim: 

Island  mid  Providence  Plantations  in  Ncw-Eiiglandin  America. 

To  Metcalf  Border  and  Henry  Ward,  Esquires, 
GREETING  : 

Where  as,  tlie  general  assembly  of  this  province  have  nominat- 
ed and  appointed  you,  the  said  Metcalf  Howler  and  Henry  Ward 
to  lie  commissioners  in  hthftlf  of  this  colony  to  meet  such  cominis- 
sioners  as  are  or  shall  be  appointed  by  trie  other  British  govern- 
ments in  North  America,  to  meet  at  New-York  the  first  Tuesday  of 
Octoiter  next : 

I do  tUtTvfbiv,  hereby  authorise  and  empower,  and  commjssionate 
yon,  the  said  Meleaif  Bowler  aijd  Henry  Ward,  forthwith  to  repair  to 
NewYprk, and  therein  behalf  of  this  colony, to 'meet  and  join  with  the 
other  couutiissjoners  in  consulting  together  on  the  present  circum- 
•taucesqf  the  colonies,  and  the  difiieuUks  to  which  they  are  and  must 
be  reduced  by  the  op. -ration  of  the  act  of  Parliament  tor  levying  du- 
ties anil  taxes  -upon  the  colo.ues ; and  to  consider  of  a general  and 
United, dutiful,  loyal  and  humble  representation  to  his  majesty  and 
the  pai-UaUiUil,  'and  to  implore  reli  f.  And  you  are  also  'hereby 
ei  i powered  to  conclude  and  agree  with  the  other  commissioners 
upon  such  measures  as  you  shall  think  necessary' and  proper  foi 


ptembtr,  nominated  and  appointed  vou,  or  any  two 
commissioners  on  behalf  of  this  colony,  to  repair  to 
ttend  a congress  proposed  to  lie  held  there  bv  com- 
be several  governments  on  this  continent, 
r.ul  united,  loyal,  humble  and  dutiful  re- 
sty  and  the  parliament,  of  the  present  cir 
?s,  and  the  difficulties  to  which  they 'are  i 
e operation  of  the  acts  of  parliament  fa] 
on  the  colonies,  and  to  implore  relief,  Etc. 
omission  von  accordingly. 


, to  confer 
presen  ta- 


fov  levying 
and  have 


honorable  SAMUEL  WARD,  governor.  captain-gener?!  j upon  a general  and  unit'  d,  loyal,  humble  and  dutiful 
imit.midi-r  ip  clucf  ofand  over  the  Enchsli  colony  of  Rhode  | lion  to  his"  majesty  and  the  parliament,  of  the  present  circumstan- 
ces of  the  colonics,  and  the  difficulties  to  which  they 'are  and  must 
be  reduced  by  tilt 
duties  and  taxes  c 

desired  me  to  commission  yon  accordingly, 

1 do  tin  r -for  , E posing  a special  trust  anti  confidence  in  your 
loyally,  ahiiity  and  good  conduct,  hereby  constitute,  authorise  and 
commission  the  said  Eliphalet  Dyer,  David  Rowland  and  William 
Samuel  Johnson,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  you,  for  and  on  behalf  of 
this  colony,  to  repair  to  the  said  city  of  New  Yolk  on  the  first  day 
of  October  next,  or  at  the  time  which,  according  fo  the  intelligence 
you  may  receive  of  tl.  > convening  of  the  other  commissioners^  may 
appear  to  vou  seasonable  and  best,  to  confer  and  consult  with  them 
or  such  of  them  as  shall  be  present  upon  and  convening,  the  mat- 
ters and  things  before  mentioned,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ; 
wherein  you  are  to  observe  such  instructions  as  you  have  received, 
cr  shall  further  receive  from  the  general  assembly  of  the  said  colo- 
ny of  Connecticut,  agreeable  to  the  imports  at  trust  reposed  in  you. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  public  seal  of  said  colony  of  Con- 
necticut, within  the  same,  the  twenty-first  day  of  September,  in 
the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  ohr  ■sovereign  lord  George  the  third, 
of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland  king,  defender  of  the  fhith,&.c. 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five, 

THOMAS  FITCH. 

By  Ids  honor’s  command, 

GEORGE  IV2~LLYS,  Secretary. 


) V £R,  A ^ 
LAN D,  >•  ©-> 
JOHNSON,  ) y 


you  suau  tauuc  necessary  ana  prop 

obtainin  ' ' 

instructions  given  you  by  the  g.  n<jr id  assembly  of  this  colony.  _ 
Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  colony,  this  six- 
teenth day  of  September,  1765,  and  in  the  iiftli  year  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s men. 

SAMUEL  WARD. 

By  his  honor’s  command, 

HENRI"  WARD,  Secretary. 

} -Eliphalet  Dye,r. 

From  the«olony  / Dav!d  Rowland, 

ol  CvnuecMut, ^ Wm  gAML  j, 

Who  produced  the  following  appointment,  viz  : 

At  a general  assembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  colony 
of  Connecticut,  holden  at  Hartford,  by  special  order  of  Ids  honor 
tlie  governor  of  said  colony,  oxi  the  nineteenth  day  of  September, 
Anno  Do.n.  1765. 

WHEREAS,  it  has  been  proposed  that  a congress  be  attended 
by  conouissio  tiers  from  the  several  governments  on  this  continent, 
to  confer  upon  a general,  united,  humble,  loyal  and  dutiful  repre- 
s“j nation  W his  inajesty  aiid  the  parliament,  of  the  present  circtun- 
.stii-uctj  of  the  eolpuies  and  the  difficulties  to  which  thav  are  and 
must  be  reduced  by  the  operation'  of  the  act?  of  parliament  for 
laying  duties  and  taxes-  on  the  colonies,  and  to  implore  relief. 

Resolved  by  tliis  assembly,  That  Eliphalet  Dyer,  David  Rowland, 
and  William  Sahiucl  Johnson,  Esqrs.  or  any  two  of  them,  be,  amt 
are  hereby  appointed-  commission',  vs,-  o.;  behalf  of  this  colony,  to 
repair  to  New  York -to  attend . tin-,  proposed  congress,  in  tlie  matters 
above  referred  to  ; -and  his  honor  is  hereby  desired  to  eoamiissionat s 
them  accurdingly. 

A true  copy,  examined  by 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secretary. 

At  a general  assembly  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  colony 
of  Connecticut,  holden  at  Hartford,  by  special  order,  of  his  honor 
the  governor  of  said  colony,  on  me  19th  day  of  September,  Anno 
Douiiuq,  1765  : t 

Instructions  to  the  commissioners  of  this  colony,  appoi  fcd  to 
ID'  et  commissioners  from  the  other  colonics  at  New  York, on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  October  next  : 

Gentlemen,— You  are  to  repair  to  the  said  city  of  New  York,  at 
said  time,  die  at  the  time  which,  according  to  the  iutt'iiigeujc-e  you 
tatty  receive  of  the  convening  of  the  oilier  etnsnhisrionm,  it  riiay 
sup  ar  to  you  stason&Mi-  and  bast,  to  coesult  fog».  tlu.r  with  the! 


ox  lb.  present  ejrc! 


ices  of  the  nolopif’E,  and  the  difficulties  to 


W: 


C duties  .and  taxes  on  the  colonics,  ami  t< 
aigcwsl  and  united,  dutlfal,  loyal  ai« 
ruion  of  their  condition  to  his  muj-sty  anti  th. 
i,sad  to  implore  ixlUJj  Stu.  In  your  proceedings  you  arc 
re  that  yo»i  form  no  such  junction- with  the  other  com- 
mistiouers  as  will  subject  you  to  the  major  v eto  of  the  commission- 
ers nrcubirt. 

You  are  to  ktfinnp  the  governor  and  general  assembly  at  the  ses- 
sions iu  C ... . her  in. xt,  ol'  alisuch  pi-ooefdiiigs  at  shad  app.-ar  to  you 
heedful  ami  yonveoiefit  to  he  'oqmmuuiufttctj  for*  cousid,  ration  ; 


c*  f-ai’lram-.ait  for  ievyui] 
to;  i iiu  rl"  of  and  prt.-p.urt. 
humble  vtpvese! 
p.iiliamcn' 
to  taxe  ca 


# reader  may  .remark  in  all  the«c  c.'-rvuni-  .-ion 
with  how  great  authority  the  right  of  milr action,  h 
asjuiaed.-— [Ed.  Rlg. 


‘ ) Robert  R.  Livingston,"]  « 

From  the  colony  U°H”  1 1 

of  NewYork,  [fji,L1P  L,yNt-STON<  \ % 

| William  La  yard,  j £ 

J Leonard  Lispenarp,  J ^ 

Appeared,  and  informed  the  Congress  that  since  the 
above  letter  from  the  speaker  of  the  houiie  of  repre- 
sentatives of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  general  assem- 
bly of  New- Y rk  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
meeting,  but  that  they  confidently  expect,  from  the 
general  sense  of  the  people  and  such  of  the  rep  re- 
yen'ativeS  as  thev  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  to,  that  when  the  assembly  does  meet, 
which  will  be  probably  very  soon)  the  congress 
will  be  approved,  and  a regular  committee  for  the 
purpose  appointed  ; in  the  mean  time  they  think 
themselves  in  some  measure  authorised  to  meet  the 
congress,  by  the  following  votes,  viz  : 

Extracl  from  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  general  assembly 
of  the  colony. of  NewYork. 

DIE  SAB  ATI.  9h.  A.  M.  the  4th  April.  171. 

Mr.  Speaker  represented  to  ti»is  house,  that  his  situation  in  the 
country  rendered  it  vastly  inconvenient  to  dm  alone  to  correspond 
with  the  agent  of  tills  colony  at  the  couri  of  Groat  Britain,  and 
more  especially  so,  during  the  recess  of  the  house. 

Ordered,  Tiuttthe  members  of  the  city  of  New  York,  or  the  major 
part  of  than;,  be  a committee  of  correspondence  to  correspond  with 
the  agent  of  this  colony  at.  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  during  the 
recess  of  die  house,  concerning  the  public  a’ lairs  of  this  colony ; and 
that  'they  lay  before  the  house  copies  of  all  such  letters  as  they 
may  write  to  him,  and  also  ail  such  letters  and  advices  as  they  may 
receive  fr  om  him  vesper  ting  the  same.  > 

DIE  JO  VlS,  9n  A.  M.  9th  December,  1762. 

Alderman  Livingston,  from  th  : committee  appointed  to  corres- 
pond with  thv:  agent  of  .1  is  colonv  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain, 
acquainted  the  house,  that  the  commit*,  e conceived  it  expedient 
that  one  or  more  roon.lxvs  should  he  added  to  tin-  said  committee 
to  correspond  with  tin- said  agent  about  the  adhirs  of  this  colony. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  It.  Livingston,  esq.  be  added  to,  and  be 
made  one  of  the  said  committe  - of  coiT"spondence. 

E IE  JO VIS,9h  A.  M. the  lU/i  Oct. Per,  1764. 

Ordered,  rl  hat  Un  said  committee  apivointed  to  coirespond  with 
th;  sa'-d  agent,  he  also  a committee  during  the  recess  of  the  house, 
to  write 'to  ami  correspopd  with  tlie  several  assemblies  or  committees 
of-ass;-mhln-s  on  tins  tiofitinent.  ot;  the  subject  matter  of  the  act, 
commonly  ealh  <1  the  stamp  act,  of  tiic  act  restraining  paper  bills  of 
cr.Viit  in  the  colonics,  tram  being  a legal  tender,  and  of  tlie  several 
oilier  acts  of  parliament  latt  is  paised,  with  rtlution  to  the.. trade  of 
the  northern  colonies ; and  also  on  the  subject  of  the  impending 
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dangers,  Which  threaten  the  colonies  of  being  taxed  by  laws  to  be  jesty’s  colonies  on  this  continent,  occasioned  by  the  late  in  aTttrc^ 
passed  in  Great  Britain.  in  England  ; and  being  of  opinion  that  the  method  pn  pov  fihv  t.ito 

Extracted  from,  compared  and  examined  with  the  records  of  the  honorable  bouse  of  assemble  of  the  province  of  thoM.vJs;Un'iacu  /by 


proceedings  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  colony  of  NewYork, 

By  * ABRAHAM  LOTT,  clerk. 


From  the  colony  oi 
New  Jersey, 


3 Robert  Ogden, 

> Hendrick  Fisher, 
) Joseph  Borden 


From  the  province  of 
Pe  nmylvan  <a , 


provi 

is  tl’e  niost  likely  to  obtain  a redress  of  these  grievances  : and  ink- 
ing into  consul,  ration  the  misfortune  we  at  present  Iuhor  unit  t 
in  not  having  it  in  our  power  to  epnVene,  as  a house,  and  i.»  a re* 
Solar  maim,  r to  appoit  ta  committee  : yet,  zealous  for  the  h.ggd- 
ness  of  our  constituents,  think  it  our  duty  in  this  ntv  to  * rve  thrift 
as  much  as  in  ns  lies,  (assured  of  the  hearty  approbation  of  any 
future  house  of  assembly  of  tills  government)  ; and  t’>  v.  foic,  da 
hereby  nominate  and  appoint  Jacob  Kollook,  'fhomas  Me.ivcan  and 
Caspar  Rodney,  Esqeiw  s,  three  of  the  reprise, natives  of  th  • same 
government,  a committee,  to  repair  to  the  city  of  NewYoi'ic  oil  the 
™ me  ueaixe  t.,e  speawer  oi  me  nouse  oi  represeuiuuves  ustfirs*  *»r,'n  V,Ctobcr  rirxt-  a.,,d  t0  join  with  the  cq.mmucc* 
aforesaid,  and  at  the  earnest  request  of  many  of  om- constituents,  tolst’J!t  province*  in  one  united  ant  loyal  ptAUur.  to  mi 

‘ I majesty,  and  remonstrance  to  the  honorable  house  ol  commons  oi 

Great  Britain,  against  the  aforesaid  acts  of  parliament,  tin  rein  du* 
tifully,  yet  most  firmly,  asserting  the  colonies  right  of  exclusion  iron 
prrlinm -ntary  taxation  ; and  praying  that  they  may  nth,  in  anyr 
instance,  be  stripped  of  the  ancient  and  most  valuable  privilege  of 
a trial  by  their  peers,  and  must  humbly  imploring  re  lief. 

In  testimony  wlmvof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  at  New- 
castle, the  twenty-first  day  of  September,  Anno  que  Uomii.i  1765* 
EVAN  RICE, 

THOMAS  COOK, 

WILLIAM  A U MS T RON 6, 
GEORGE  MONROE, 

JOHN  EVANS. 

Kent  County , to  ivit : 

WE,'  whose  names  are  here  Underwritten,  members  of  file 
general  assembly  of  the  government  of  flic  counties  of  New  Castle* 
■ Kent  and  Sussex  upon  Delaware,  for  the  stud  comity  bf  Kent,  th<f 
I sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  assuming  the  functions  of  assembly- 
men  during  the  recess  of  our  house,  yet,  zealous  to  concur  in  any 
measure  which  maybe  productive  of  advantage  to  this  government 
and  the  other  British  colonies  on  the  continent  of  America  in  yen- 
eral,  have  appointed,  and  as  much  as  in  us  lies,  do  appoint,  da  fob 
Koliock,  Esq.  Ciesar  Rodney, Esq.  and  Thomas  M‘Kean,  Esq.  inwii- 
bers  of  said  assembly,  to  be  a committee,  to  meet  with  the  otic  r com- 
mittees already  appointed,  or  to  be  apnoir.tid,  by  the  several  and 
respective  assemblies  of  said  other  colonies,  at  the  city  of  N«  w York* 
on  tin-  first  Tuesday  in  October  next,  in  conjunction  with  the  said 
other  committees  to  consider'  of  the  present  distressful  circumstan- 
ces of  the  sai  l colonies,  occasioned  in  some  measure  (as  we  appre- 
hend) by  several  late  acts  of  parliament,  and  to  join  with  them  in 
an  humble  address  to  his  most  gracious  majesty,  and  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  for  the  redress  of  our  grievances,  or  in  any 
other  expedient  that'  slutil  be  agreed  on,  by  the  said  committees* 
which  may  tend  to  promote  the  utility  and  welfare  of  the  British 
dominions  in  America. 

JOHN  YININGy 
JOHN  CATON, 

September  13th,  1765.  JOHN  BARNS, 

WILLIAM  KILLEN, 
VINCENT  LOCXERMA& 

Sussex  county , to  ivit : 

WE,  whose  names  are  here  underwritten,  members  of  the 


y 

Who  produced  the  following  appointment,  viz  : 

At  a meeting  of  a large  number  of  the  representatives  of  the  colony 
of  New-Jerscy,  at  the  house  of  Robert  Sproni,  October  3d,  1765. 
At  the  desire  of  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  as 
miest  request  of  mnuvof  our  eo 

consider  of  some  method  for  humbly , loyal)  and  dutifully  joining  in  . 
a petition  to  his  majesty,  that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  it-  i 
commend  it  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  ivthvss  our  griav-  j 
a.  ices  by  repealing  several  ol  the  late  acts  of  parliament  alfeeting 
the  northern  colonies,  particularly  that  called  tlie  stamp  act. 

Robert  Ogden,  Esq.  Hendrick  Fisher,  Esq.  and  Joseph  Border,, 
Esq.  were  directed  to  attend  at  the  congress  now  met  at  NewYork, 
and  join  the  measures  there  to  be  Concluded,  lor  the  purposes 
aforesaid ; and  to  make  report  of  their  proceedings  therein,  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the'geiieraJ  assembly. 

Signed  by  order,  JOHN  LAWRENCE. 

John  D.ckinson,  Y 
■ John  Morton,  > a- 
George  Bryan,  S h 
Who  produced  the  following  appointment  in  gene 
ral  assembly,  September  ] 1th,  1765,  A M. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  their  resolution  of  yes- 
terday, to  appoint  a committee  of  three  or  more  of  their  members, 
to  attend  tim  general  congress  of 'committees  fro/n  the  several  as- 
semblies on  this  continent,  to  be  held  at  NewYork  on  the  first  oi 
October  next,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Bryan  and  Mr. 
Morton  be,  and  they  are  hereby  nominated  and  appointed  to  that 
service. 

A true  extract  from  the  journals, 

CHARLES  MOORE,  clerk  of 

the  assembly. 

Extract  from  the  journals  of  the  house  of  representatives  for  the 
pros  ince  of  Pennsylvania, 

Wednesday,  September  11th,  1765,  A.  M.— The  committee  ap- 
pointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  deputies  nominated  by  tins 
house  to  attend  the  proposed  congress  at  NewYork  on  the  first  of 
next  month,  reported  an  essay  for  that  purpose,  which  they  pre- 
sented to  the  chair  ; and  the  same  being  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
house,  follows  in  these  words,  viz  : 

Instructions  to  the  conmiittee  appointed  to  meet  the  committees  of  the 
other  British  continental  colonies,  at  Neio  TCorJtm 
It  is  desired  by  the  house  that  you  shall,  with  the  committees  that 


have  been  appointed  by  the  several  British  colonies  on  tTils  conti-  j general  assembly  of  tlio-government  of  the  counties  of  New  Castle, 
nent  to  meet  at  NewYork,  consult  together  on  the  present  circum-  Kent  and  Sussex  upon  Delaware,  for  the  said  county  of  Sussex, 
stances  of  the  colonics,  and  the  difficulties  they  are  and  must  be 
reduced  to  by  the  late  acts  of  parliament  tor  the  levying  duries  and 
taxes  upon  these  colonies ; and  join  with  the  said  committees  in 
loyal  and  dutiful  addresses  to  the  king  and  to  the  two  houses  of 
parliament,  humbly  Representing  the  condition  of  these  colonies, 
and  imploring  relief,  by  a repeal  of  the  said  acts  ; and  you  are  strict- 
ly required  to  take  care  that  such  addresses  in  which  you  join,  are 
drawn  up  in  the  most  decent  and  respectful  terms  ; so  aim  avoid 
every  expression  that  can  give  the  least  ortence  io  his  majesty  or  to 
either  house  of  parliament. 

You  are  also  directed  to  make  report  of  your  proceedings  herein 
to  the  succeeding  assembly. 

A true  extract  from  the  journals, 

„ ■ , CHARLES  MOORE,  clerk  of 

September  26th,  1765.  the  assembly. 

From  the  government  of  the  counties  of 
New -Castle,  Kent  and^CjESAR  Rodney, 

Sussex,  on  Delaware,  3 Thomas  M'Kean 
Whose  appointment  are  as  folio w,  viz 


}$ 
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though  sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  assuming  the  functions  of 
assemblymen  during  the  rectss  of  our  house,  yet,  zealous  to  concur 
in  any  measure  which  may  be  productive  of  advantage  to  this  go- 
vernment. and  the  other  countries, on  the  continent  of  America  ia 
1 genera),  have  appointed,  and  a?  much  as  in  us  lies,  do  appoint  Ja- 
cob Koliock.  Esq.  Caesar  Rodney,  E-sq.  and  Thomas  McKean.  Esqp 
members  of  the  said  assembly,  to  be  a committee  to  meet  witri  the 
other  committees  already  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  by  th« 

! several  <u>fi  respective  assemblies  of  the  said  other  colonies,  at  the 
City  of  NewYork.  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October  next,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  saul  other  committees  to  consider  of  the  present  dis- 
tressful circumstances  of  the  said  colonies,  occasioned  iu  some  mea- 
sure (as  we  apprehend)  by  several  late  acts  of  parliament  ; an  ' to 
join  with  them  in  an  humble  address  to  his  most  gracious  majesty 
and  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  for  redress  of  our  grievances} 
or  on  any  other  expedient,  that  shall  be  agreed  on  by  the  said  coin- 
mittees,  which  may  tend  to  promote  the  utility  and  welfare uf  the 


British  dominions  in  America. 


September  17  th,  1765. 


Caesar  Rotiney  and  Thomas  M 4 ICean,  Esqrs.  ap 
peared  from  the  government  ol  the  counties  of  New 
Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex,  upon  Delaware,  and  in 
formed  this  Congress,  that  the  representatives  of 
the  said  gover  n nient,  could  not  meet  in  general  as 
semhlv  after  the  above  letter  was  wrote,  and  before 
the  first  day  of  this  instant  : that  the  said  assembly 
consists  only  of  eighteen  members,  fifteen  of  whom 
have  appointed  the  other  three  to  attend  here,  &c. 
by  three  several  instruments  of  writing,  which  are 
in  the  words  following  to  wit : 

To  all  whom  these  presents  may  come  : 

■ KNOW  YE,  That  We,  the  subscribers,  five  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  tlie  freemen  of  the  government  of  the  counties  of  New- 
castle, Kent  and  Sussex  upon  Delaware,  sensible  of  the  weighty- 
and  oppressive  taxes  1 1 npos.d  upon  tlie  good  people  of  this  govern- 

J-  ir  ' M avts  of  parliament,  and  of  the  great  infringe-  in  the  British  colonies  and  plantations  in  A .1  lira,  win  reby  tln-y 
tPtaH  ot  tue  uwevues  and  just  anti  established  rights  of  all  Uis  ma*  lays  deprived  in  some  instances  of  that  invaluable  privilege  of  Eng- 


DAVID  HALL, 

BENJN.  BURTON, 
LEVIN  CRABBER, 
THO’S  ROBINSON, 
JACOB  KOLI.OClv,jun, 

0 William  Murdock,  j 

From  the  Provjnce(_EDwARD  T.lchman,  L %. 

ol  Maryland,  j Thomas  R.nogolb.'  Sy 

Instructions  from  the  honorable  the  lower  house  of  assembly  of  the 
fttovinef  of -Maryland: 

To  William  Murdock,  Edward*  Tilghman  and  Tliormas  Ringgold, 
Esquires,  a committee  appointed  to  join  these  veral  committees 
from  the  several  colonies  i;i  America,  at  NewYork  ; 

Gentlemen,— You  are  to  repair  immediately  to  the  city  of 
NewYork,  iu  the  province  of  New  York,  and  there  joi . 1 with  tlie  com- 
mittees from  tlie  houses  of  representatives  of  the  other  colonies,  in 
a general  and  united,  loyal  and  humble  representation  m Ins  majes- 
ty and  the  British  parliament,  of  the  circumstances  a. id  conditio;,  of 
the  British  colonies  and  plantations,  and  to  pray  relief  from  tire  bur- 
thens and  restraints  lately  laid  on  their  (r.Jt  and  commerce,  and 
especially  from  the  taxes  imposed  by  an  act  of  th  last  session  of  jntry 
Lament  grantiugand  applying  certain  st  ■ ip  Iu  i s and  other  duti  ti 
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{■O'sh'Tien  and  British  subjects— trials  by  Junes  ;.that  you  takvcarci  Tuesday , Oct.  Sift,  1765,  A.  SI. — The  congress  rtlefc 

fe'atsaclt  reprcsmtaliou  »hall  lmiiibly  and  decently,  but  expressly ' | aCCOi  dinsi  to  adjournment.  Upon  motion, 
tHiii  an  f.ssei  t on  ot  tfee  vjglits  oi  the  colonics  to  be  exempt 
trout  al}  a.. d every  tai.utio'.is  Juki  inippsit.ons  upon  tlieir  persons  smd  1 t 
proper 


to  adjourn  merit.  Ur*on  motion,  voted, 
t the  provinces  bcf  is  adjourned  to.  VToted,ihatMr. 
widen  they  do  not  couseut  ia  a legislative  way,  either  j justice  Livingston,  .Mr,  McKean  and  Mr.  Rutledge 
01  ttjr *f  ^ hwsvx  **** ciuweua“  oe  a committee  to  inspect  the  proceedings  and  min- 

p ' ‘ ute.%  and  coi  rect  the  same. 

Then  the  congress  took  into  consideration  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  British  American  colo- 


'ionite __ 

ROBERT  LLO  YD,  Speaker. 

■p  .1  <»  A I IIO  itl  ..  S Li  V N Oil  i 

i rom  the  province  cl  f ^ r-  f •- 

, ,*  kC-HRisTa.  Gadsden,  > cr 

bout  i-Laro  ina,',  C , ( < 

’ yjoiIN  RUTLSDGIS,  );£; 

Who  produced  the  f,; Bowing  appointment : 

Thuradr-y,  25th  July,  1765.— The  house  (according  to  order)  took 
into  consideration  the  letter  fl-dtn  the  speaker  ot't  lie  house  of  .jfe- 
juvsrtitu  lives  of  the — *-  of*  hfasiadfcfoset&Bay,  kid  before  them  on 
Friday  hist;  ami  debase  ai-Ling  tl»« reou,  and  some  time  spent 
therein,  0>«fer«rf,That  the  said  letter  be  ref  rred  t.oa  committee  of 
the  following  gentlemen,  viz : captain  Gadsden,  Mr..  Wright,  Mr. 
©alliard,  Mr.  Wragg, Mr.  Parsons,  Mr.  Pinckney,  colonel  Lawrence, 
Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Manigault  and  Mr.  Drayton. 

Friday,  26th  July,  1765.— Captain  Gadsden  reported,  from  the 
«o. mnit  tee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  letter  sent  from  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  vepi’esentatives  of  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  to  ibe  speaker  of  this  house,  and  to  report  their  opinion  there* 
Upon  tii*  the- expediency  and  utility  of  the  measures  therein  propos- 
ed. ami  the  best  means  of  effecting  tho  relief  ilk  rein  mentioned, 

That  they  arc  of  opinion  tlie  measure  therein  proposed  is  pru- 
dent and  necessary',  and  thev«  fore  recommend  to  the  house  to  send 
a committee  to  meet  the  committees  from  the  houses  of  representa- 
tives or  burgesses  of  the  several  British  colonies  on  the  continent, 
at  New  York,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October  next. 

That  tlie  said  committee  be  ordered  to  consult  there,  with  those 
other  committees,  on  tlie  present  circumstances  of  the  colonies, 
and  the  difficulties  which  they' are  and  must  be  reduced  to,  by 
the  operation  of  the  acts  of  parliament  for  levying  duties  aud  taxes 
on  the  colonies;  and  to  consider  of  a general  and  united,  loyal  and 
humble  representation  of  their  condition  to  liis  majesty  and  the 
parliament,  and  to  implore  relief ; that  the  result  of  their  consul- 
tation shall,  at  then*  return, 'b-r  immediately  laid  before  the  house, 
to  be  confirmed  or  not,  as  tlie  house  shall  think  proper. 

And  the  said  report  being  delivered  in  at  the  clerk’s  table  and 
read  a second  time,  the  question  was  severally  put,  That  the  house 
do  agree  to  the  first,  second  and  third  paragraphs  of  this  report  ? It 
was  resolvc.-d.Pn  the  affirmative. 

I Friday,  2d  August,  176d.— Motion  being  made,'  Revolved,  that  this 
house  will  provide  a sum  sufficient -to  defray  the  charges  and  .ex  pea- 
ces. of  a committee  of  three  gentlemen  on  account  of  their  going  to, 
convening  at,  and  returning  from  the  meeting  of  the  Several  commit- 
tees proposed  to  assemble  at  New  York  on  the  1st  Tuesday  in  October 
next,  to  consult  there  with  those  other  committees  on  tlm  present 
circumstances  of  tlie  colonies,  and  the  difficulties  which  they  are 
and  must  be  reduced  to  by  the  operation  of  die  acts  of  parliament 
for  lev  ying  duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies,  and  to  consider  of  a 
general,  united,  dutiful,  loyal  and  humble  representation  of  tlieir 
Condition  to  his  may  sty  and  the  parliament,  and  to  implore  relief. 

Ordered,  That  the  public  treasurer  do  advance  out  of  any  monies 
in  his  haftds,  to  the  said  committee,  a sum  not  exceeding  six  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  this  house  will  reimburse  the  treasurer  the  said 
§um. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  a committee 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  viz : Mr.  Thomas  Lynch,  Mr.  Christopher 
Gadsden  and  Mr.  John  Rutledge. 

Thursday , 8 th  August,  1764.— Orffem/,-Tliat  the  said- speaker  inr- 
fbrm  Thomas  Lynch,  Christopher  Gadsden  and  John  Rutledge, 
Esquires,  that  they  are  appointed  a committee  to  meet  the  com- 
mittees of  tiie  several  other  colonies  on  the  continent,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  inOctober  next, at  NevvYork ; and  that  he  do  acquaint  them 
it  is  the  desire  of  tlie  house,  that  they  repair  to  New  York  on  the 
said  first  Tuesday  in  October  next,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in 
tlie  report  of  the  committee,  as  agreed  to  by  this  house  on  Friday, 
tlie  26th  day  of  July  last. 

Ordered,  That  three  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  house  rela- 
tive to  the  said  matter,  be  made  but  and  signed  by  the  speaker,  and 
that  he  deliver  one  of  the  said  copies  to  each  of  the  said  gentlemen. 

RAW : LOWNDES,  Speaker. 

Then  the  said  committees  proceeded  to  choose  a 
chairman  by  ballot  ; and  Timothy  Kugcles,  Esq. 
on  sorting  and  counting  the  votes,  appeared  to  have 
a majority — and  thereupon  v/as  placed  in  the  chair. 

Resolved,  nem.con.  That  Mr.  John  Cotton  be  clerk 
to  this  Congress  during  the  continuance  thereof. 

Then  the  Congress  took  into  consideration  the 
several  appointments  of  the  committees  from  New  - 
York,  New- Jersey,  and  Lhe  government  of  the  IStsv- 
er  counties  on  Delaware- — and 

Resolved,  item.  con.  That  the  same  are  sufficient  to 
qualify  the  gentlemen  therein  named,  to  sit  in  this 
congress. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  committee  of  each  colo- 
ny, shall  have  one  voice  onlv,  in  determining  any 
questions  that  shall  arise,  in  the  congress. 

Then  the  congress  adjourned  until  to  morrow 
irt  ;onng,  9 o'clock* 


nisfs,  with  the  several  inconveniencics  and  hard- 
ships to  which  they  are  and  must  be  subjected  by 
the  operation  of  several  late  acts  of  parliament,  par- 
ticularly the  act  called  the  stamp  act  ; and  after 
come  time  spent  therein,  the  same  was  postponed 
for  further  consideration. 

Then  the  congress,  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning,  9 o’clock. 

Wednesday , Qct.  Oih,  1765,  A.  M. — Then  the  con- 
gress met  according;  to  adjournment.  Thecongress 
it-sumed  the  consideration  of  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  British  American  colonists,  &c,  the  same 
was  referred  after  sundry  debates,  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

Then  the  congress  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning,  11  o’clock. 

Thursday , Oct.  10 Ik,  1765,  A.  31. — Then  the  con- 
gress met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resumed, 
5lc.  as  yesterday — and  then  adjourned  to  lOo’clock, 
to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  Oct.  1 li//,  1765,  A.  M. — The  congress  met 
according  to  adjournment,  and  resumed  , &c.  as  yes- 
terday— and  then  adjourned  to  10  o’clock,  tv-mor- 
row morning., 

Saturday  Oct.  I2lk,  1765,  A.  M. — The  congress 
met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resumed,  See.  as 
yesterday — and  then  adjourned  o Monday  morn- 
ing next,  10  o’clock. 

"Monday,  Oct.  lilh,  1765,  A.  M. — The  congress 
met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resumed.  See.  as 
on  Saturday  last— -and  then  adjourned  to  to-mor- 
row morning,  9 o’clock. 

Tuesday,  Oct.  1765,  A.  M. — The  congress 
met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resumed.  &c.  as 
yesterday— and  then  adjourned  to  to-morroW  morn- 
ing, 9 o’clock. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  lOfA,  1765,  A.M. — The  congress 
met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resumed,  &.c.  as 
yesterday — and  then  adjourned  to  to-morrowniorn- 
ing,  9 o’clock. 

Thursday,  Oct.  \7th,  1765,  A.  M. — Th(e  congress 
met  according  to  adjournment, and  resumed,  &,c.  as 
yesterday — and  then  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, 9 o’clock. 

‘ Friday , Oct.  18 th,  1765,  A.  M.— The  congress 
met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resumed,  &c.  as 
yesterday— and  then  adjourned  to  tomorrow  morn- 
ing, 9 o’clock. 

Saturday,  Oct.  19 lb,  1765,  A.  M. — The  congress 
met  according  to  adjournment,  and  resumed,  &,c.  as 
yesterday  ; and  upon  mature  deliberation,  agreed 
to  the  following  declarations  of  the  l ights  and  griev- 
ances of  the  colonists  in  America,  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  inserted  : 

The  members  of  this  Congress,  sincerely  devot- 
ed, with  the  warmest  sentiments  of  affection  and  du- 
ty to  his  majesty’s  person  and  government,  inviola- 
bly attached  to  the  present  happy  establishment  of 
the  protestant  succession,  and  with  minds  deeply 
impressed  bya  sense  of  the  present  and  impending 
misfortunes  of  the  British  colonies  on  this  conti- 
nent, having  considered  as  maturely  as  time  would 
permit,  the  circumstances  oi  the  said  colonies. 


f 'There  appears  to  be  some  error  here.- 
Reg. 


.[Ed- 
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esteem  it  our  indispensable  dirty  to  make  the  follow- .is  extended  as  aforesaid,  and  of  the  other  late  acts 


ing  declarations,  of  our  humble  opinion  respecting 
the  most  essential  rights  and  liberties  of  the  cold 
r.ists,  and  of  the  grievances  under  which  they  labor, 
by  reason  of  several  late  acts  of  parliament, 

1st.  That  his  majesty’s  subjects  in  these  colonies 
owe  the  same  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri 
tain,  that  is  owing  Tom  his  subjects  born  within  the 
real  n,and  all  due  subordination  to  that  august  body, 
the  parliament  of  Great  Biitam. 

2d.  That  his  majesty’s  liege  subjects  in-these  co- 
lonies are  entitled  to  ail  the  inherent  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  hi?  natural  born  subjects  within  the  king- 
dom of  Great  Br  itain. 

3d.  That  it  is  inseparably  essential  to  the  freedom 
of  a people,  and  the  undoubted  rights  of  Englishmen, 
that  no  taxes  should  be  imposed  on  them,  but  with 
their  own  consent,  given  personally,  or  by  their  re- 
presentatives. 

4th.  Tfjat  the  people  of  these  colonies  arc  not,  and 
fmm  their  local  circumstances, cannot  be,  represent 
ed  in  the  house  of  commons  in  Great  Britain. 

5th.  That  the  only  representatives  of  the  people 
o',  these  colonies,  arc  persons  chosen  therein,  by 
thumselves  ; and  that  no  taxes  ever  have  been,  or 
can  be  constitutionally  imposed  on  them,  but  by 
their  respective  legislatures. 

6Lh.  Tint  all  supplies  to  the  crown,  being  free 
gifts  of  tiie  people,  it  is  unreasonable  and  inconsis 


for  the  restriction  of  the  An'.erican  commerce. 

Upon  motion,  voted, ^that  Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Wiiliam  Samtiei  Johnson  and  William  Murdock, 
f>qrs.  be  a committee  to  prepare  an  address  to  his 
majesty',  and  lay  the  same  before  the  congress  on 
Monday  next. 

Voted  also,  that  John  Rutledge,  Edward  Til_h- 
man  and  Philip  Livingston,  Esqt.,.  be  a committee 
to  prepare  a memorial  and  petition  to  the  lo;d->  in 
parliament,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  congress  on 
Monday  next. 

Voted  also,  that  Thomas  Lynch,  James  Otis  ami 
Thomas  McKean,  Er-qrs.  be  a.  committee  to  prepare 
a petition  to  the  house  of  commons  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  lay  the  same  before  the  congress  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Then  the  congress  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at 
12  o’clock. 

Monday,  Oct.  21  st,  1765,  A.  /)/. — The  committee 
appointed  to  jirepare  and  bring  in  an  address  to  his 
majesty,  did  report  that  they  have  essayed  a draught 
for  that  purpose,  which  they  laid  on  the  table,,  and 
humbly  submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  congress. 

The  said  address  was  read,  and  after  sundry, 
amendments,  the  same  was  approved  of  by  the  con- 
gress, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
I a memorial  and  petition  to  the  lords  in  parliament, 
■did  report  that  they  had  essayed  a draught  for  that 


teat  with  the  principles  and  spirit  of  the  British  con- 1 purpose,  v\  hich  they  laid  on  the  tabie,  and  humbly 
stitution,  for  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  grant i submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  congress, 
to  his  mriestv,  the  property  of  the  colonists.  j The  said  address  was  read,  and  after  sundry 

7th.  That  trial  by  jury  is  the  inherent  and  inval  amendments,  the  same  was  approved  of  by  the  con- 


uable  right  of  every  British  subject  in  these  colonies 

8th.  That  the  late  act  of  parliament,  entitled,  An 
act  for  granting  and  applying  certain  stamp  duties, 
and  other  duties  in  the 'British  colonies  and  plan 
t aliens  iu  Afnenca,  &c.  by  imposing  taxes  on  the 
inhabitants  of  these  colonics,  and  the  said  act,  and 
several  other  acts,  by  extending  the, jurisdiction  of 
the  courts  of  admiralty  beyond  its  ancient  limits, 
have  a manifest  tendency  to  subveit  the  l ights  and 
liberties  of  the  colonists. 

9„h.  That  the  duties  imposed  by  several  late  nets 
of  parliament,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances* of 
these  colonies,  will  he  extremely  burthensome  and 
grievous,  and  from  the  scarcity  of  specie,  the  pay- 
ment of  them  absolutely  impracticable. 

-10th.  That  as  the  profits  of  the  trade  of  these  eo 
lonies  ultimately  centre  in  Great  Britain,  to  pay  for 
the  manufactures  which  they  are  obliged  to  take 
from  thence,  they  eventually  contribute  very  large 
ly  to  all  supplies  granted  thereto  the  crown. 

11th.  That  the  restrictions  impo.-cd  by  several 
late  acts  of  parliament  on  the  trade  of  these  colonies 
will  render  them  unable  to  purchase  the  manufac 
tures  of  Great  Britain. 

12th.  That  the  increase, prosperity  and  happiness  of 
these  colonies  depend  on.  the  full  and  free  enjoyment 
of  their  rights  and  liberties, and  an  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain,  mutually  affectionate  and  advanta 
geo  us. 

13  h.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  British  subjects 
in  these  coloi.ies  to  petition  the  king  or  either  house 
ef  parliament. 

Lastly,  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  these 
colonies  to  the  best  of  sovereigns,  to  the  mother 
penn'.ry,  and  to  themselves,  to  endeavor,  by  a 1 aval 
and  dutiful  address  to  his  majesty,  and  humble  appii 
cation  to  both  houses  of  parliament,  to  procure  the 
repeal  or  th&  act  for  granting  and  applying  certain 
stamp  duties,  of  all  clauses  of  any  other  acts  of  par 
name rif,  whereby  the  jurisdiction  qf  the  admiralty 


gress,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
a petition  to  the  house  of  'Commons  oi  Gre-*t  Britain, 
did  report  that  they  bad  essayed  a draught  for  that 
purpose,  which  they  laid  on  the  table,  and  humbly, 
submitted  to  the  correction  of  the  cong# Jxbi 

Tae  sdd  address  was  read,  and  .after  sundry 
amendments,  the  fame  was  approved  of  by  the  con- 
gress and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Then  the  congress  adjourned  to  to-rnorroiv.morn- 
ing at  9 o’clock. 

Tuevb.y.  Oct.  Fid,  1755.  A.  M — The  congress 
met  according  to  adjournment.  The  address  to  his 
majesty  being  engrossed,  was  read  and  coir. r a: ed, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty, 

The  petition  of  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Eland  and  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
the  government  of  the  counties  of  New-Caslie, 
Kent  and  Sussex  upon  Delaware,  and  province  oi 
Mary  land, £ 

Most  humbly  * heiveth , 

~ That  the  inhabitants  of  these  colonies, 
unanimously  devoted  with  the  warmest  sentiments 
of  du tv  and  affection  to  your  sacred  person  and  go- 
vernment, and  inviolably  attached  to  the  present 
happy  establishment  of  the  protestaut  succession  iu 
vour  illustrious  house,  and  deeply  sensible  of  your 
royal  attention  to  their  prosperity  and  happiness, 
humbly  bog  leave  to  approach  the  throne,  by  repre- 
senring  to  your  majesty,  that  these  colonies  were 
originally  planted  by  subjects  ol  the  British  crown; 
who,  animated  with  the  spirit  of  liberty,  encourag- 
ed by  your  majesty’s  royal  predecessors,  and  confid- 
ing in  ‘i  he  public  faith  for  the  enjovment  of  all  the 
rights  and  liberties  essential  to  freedom,  emigrated 


± South-Carolina 
topy.r-- [Ed.  Rlg. 


we  presume,  is  omitted  in  the 
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from  their  na’ive  country  to  this  con.,  neni,  and  by 
thi.ii*  sueces  -ful  perseverance,  in  the  midst  of  innu 
pieiahlV  dang*':  - and  ditficulies,  together  with  a 
profusion  of  their  blood  and  treasure,  have  happily 
added  these  vast,  and  extensive  dominions  to  the 
empire  of  Gieat  Britain. 

That  For  tne  enjoyment  of  these  rights  and  liber 
tic-,  several  governments  were  early  formed  in  the 
tsaid  colonics,  with  full  power  of  legislation,  agreea- 
bly to  the  principles  oi  the  English  constitution; — 
that  under  those  government.;,  these  liberties  thus 
v : Led  in  their  ancestors,  and  transmitted  to  their 
posterity-,  have  been  exercised  and  enjoyed,  and  by 
the  inestimable  blessings  thereof,  under  the  favor 
pf  Almighty  God.  the  inhospi  able  desarts  of  Ameri- 
ca have  been  converted  into  flourishing  countries  ; 
sejeti’ce.  humanity  ana  the  knowledge  of  divine 
truths  ■diffused  through  remote  regions  of  ignorance, 
infidelity,  barbarism  ; the  number  of  British  sub' 
jeets  wonderfully  increased,  and  the  wealth  and 
power  of  .Q'  eat  Britain  proportionably  augmented. 

That  by  means  of  these  settlements  and  the  an 
paralleled  success  ofvour  "majesty's  arms,  a founda- 
tion is  now  laid  for  rendering  the  British  empire  the 
jpo-t  extensive  and  powerful  . of  any  iccorded  in  his 
tory  ; our  connection  with  this  empire  we  esteem 
.our  greatest  happiness  and  security,  and  humbly 
conceive  it  may  now  be  so  established  by  your  ioval 
wisdom,  as  to  endure  to  tne  latest  period  of  time, 
this,  with  the  mo  d humble  submission  to  your  m a 
je-riy,  we  apprefieud  will  be  most  effectually  accom- 
'plished  by  fixing  the  pid.n-s  thereof  on  liberty  and 
Ju  tice,  and  securing  tne  inheent  rights  and  libei 
tie-  ofvour  subjects  here,  upon  the  punciples  of  the 
English  constitution.  To  this  constitution,  the** 
t;vo  principles  are  essential : the  right  of  your  fair  tv 
ful  subjects  freely  to  gram  to  your  majesty  such  i 
as  are  required  for-  the  suprartof  your  governmeu 
pver  then)*  apd  other  public  exigencies  ; and  trial' 
by  theiidijiitsers.  By  tlie  one  they  are  secured  from 
unreasonable  impositions,  and  by  the  other  from 
the  arbitrary  decisions  of  the  executive  power.  The 
continuation  of  these  liberties  to  tne  inhabitant 
of  America,  we  ardently  imploe,  as  absolutely  ne 
pessary. to  unite  the  several  parts  of  ycui  wide  ex 
tended  dominions,  in  that  harmony  so  essential  to 
the  preservation  and  happiness  pf  -.he  whole.  P o 
tected  in  these  liber  ties,  the  emoluments  Great  B*  /- 
tain  receives  from  us,  however  great  at  present,  art- 
inconsiderable,  compared  with  those  she  has  the 
fairtet, prospect  of  acquiring.  By  this  protection, 
she  will  forever  secure  to  herself  the  advantages  o: 
pouveving  to  all  Europe,  the  merchandise  which 
.America  furnishes,  and  for  supplying  through  the 
patne  channel,  wha: soever  is  wanted  from  thence. 
Here  opens  a boundless  source  of  wealth  and  naval 

strength.  Yet,  these  immense  advantages,  by  the 

abridgement  of  those  invaluable  rights  and  liberties, 
bv  which  our  growth  has  been  nourished,  are  in 
danger- of  being  forever  lost,  and  our  subordinate 
legislatures  in  effect  rendered  useless  by  the  late  acG 
pf  parliament  jm posing  duties  and  taxes  on  these 
polonies,  and  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
pourts  of  admiralty  here,  beyond  its  ancient  limits  , 
statutes,  by  which  your  majesty’s  commons  in  Bri 
tain  undertake  absolutely  to  di-pose  of  the  property 
pf  their  fellow  subjects  in  America  without  theii 
consent,  and  for  the  enforcing  wheieof,  they  are 
subjected  ,tq  the  determination  of  a single  judge,  in 
r.  court  unrestrained  by  the  wise  rules  of  the  com 
man  law,  the  birthright  of  Englishmen,  and  the 
safeguard  of  their  persons  and  properties. 

The  invaluable  rights  of  taxing  ourselves  anjl  trial 
Bv  our  peers,  of  which  we  implore.yo.ur  majesty’s 


protection,  are  not,  we  most  humbly  conceive,  un? 
constitutional,  but  court*  lhcd  by  the  Great  Charter 
of  English  libei  ties.  On  the  fust  of  these  rights  the 
honorable  house  of  commons  found  th6ir  practice  of 
ji  iginating  money  ; a right  enjoyed  by  the  kingdom 
h Ireland,  by  the  clergy  of  England,  until  relin- 
quished by -themselves  ; a right,  in  fine,  which  all 
other  v'our  majesty’s  English  subjects,  both  within 
and  without  the  realm,  have  hitherto  enjoyed. 

With  hearts,  there  ore,  impressed  with  the  most 
indelible  characters  of  gratitude  to  your  majesty, 
and  to  the  memory  of  the  kings  of  your  illustrious 
house,  whose  reigns  have  been  signally  dis  .inguish- 
ed  by  their  auspicious  influence  on  the  prosperity 
of  the  British  dominions,  and  convinced  by  the 
most  affecting  proofs  of  your  majesty’s  paternal 
love  to  ail  your  people,  however  distant,  and  your 
unceasing  and  benevolent  desires  to  promote  their 
happiness,  we  most  humbly  beseech  your  majesty 
that  you  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  into  your 
royal  consideration  the  distresses  of  vour  faithful 
subjects  on  this  eontinenkand  to  lav  the  same  before 
your  majesty’s  parliament,  and  to  afford  them  such 
relief,  as  in  your  royal  wisdom  their  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances shall  be  judged  to  require. 

And  vour  petitioner-  will  pray,  Sac. 

(to  be  continued.) 


Indian  Hostilities. 


Extract*  of  letters  to  the  secretary  of  war,  laid  before  Congress 
June  Uth,  1812. 

From  Captain  Dunham  of  the  United  States’  Army. 

“ Mkhilimael  inac,  May  24,1807, 

“ There  appears  to  lie  a very  general  and  extensive  movement 
among  the  savages  in  this  quart,  r.  Brits  of  wampum  sm  rapidly 
circulating  from  one  tribe  to  a*oth«  r,  auda  spirit  is  prevailing  by  no 
means  pacifi  c.  The  enclosed  talk  wnich  has  been  industriously 
spread  among  them  needs  no  comment. 

“ There  is  certair  ly  mischief  at  the  bottom,  and  tber  can  be  no 
doubt-  in  my  mimi  thui  the  object  and  intention  of  this  great  Maniton 
or  second  Adam,  under  the  pretence  of  restoring  to  the  aborigines 
their  former  independence,  and  to  the  savage  ehar-ictcr  its  ancient 
energies,  is  in  reality  to  induce  a general  dFcrtto  rally  and  to  strike, 
somewhere  a desperate  blow. 

y Exiraet  from  a talk  dtiiv-red  at  Le  Maiouifinnng,  entrance  of 
lake  Michigan,  bv  the  Indian  chief  Le  Maigouis,  or  t;io  Trout,  May 
4,1807: 

“ I am  the  father  of  the  English,  of  the  French,  of  the  Spaniards 
and  of  the  Indians.  I created  tit  - tit  st  man,  who  was  the  common 
father  of  all  these  people  as  w.  11  as  yodvs  -Ives;  and  it  ss  through 
him,  whom  I hav-  -'aw  akened  from  his  long  sleep,  that  I now  address 
you.  But  the  Americans  1 did  net  make ; they  are  not  my  children, 
but  the  children  of  evil  Spirits,  ’.they  grew  from  the  scum  ol  the 
great  waters  when  it  was  troubled  by  the  evil  Spirit,  and  tin-  froth 
was  driven  into  the  woods  by  a strong  east  wind.  They  are  nume- 
rous. but  I hate  them.  My  children,  you  must  not  speak  of  this  talk 
to  the  whites ; it  must  be  hidden  from  them.  J.  am  now  on  the  earth, 
sent  by  the  great  Spirit  to  i .struct  you.  Each  village  must  semi  me 
two  or  more  principal  duels  to  represent  vou.thftt  you  may  he  taugrit* 
The  bearer  of  this  talk  will  point  out  to  you  the  path  to  my  wigwam, 
I could  > ot  come  myself  to  Abre  C'rocte,becailse  the  \\  arid  is  cnauged 
from  what  it  was,— It  is  broken  and  leans  down,  and  as  it  declines, 
the  Chi  one  was  and  all  beyond  will  tall  od  and  die  ; therefore 
must  con ie  and  to  me,  and  be  instructed,  loose  villages  "-neb 
do  not  listen  to  ibis  talk  and  send  me  two  deputies,  will  be  cut  oir 
from  the  face  of  the  earth.” 


From  Captain  Dunham  of  the -United  States’  Army. 

“ M ich'di mad-inac.,  August 30,  180/. . 

“ The  cause  of  the  hostile  feelings  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  is 
principally  to  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  foreigners  tiaumg 
in  the  country.” 


From  Governor  William  H.  Harrison. 

Jeffersonville,  Falls  of  Ohio,  14 th  April,  18,08. 

“A  young  man  from  the  Delaware  towns,  came  to  inform  me 
that  a Pottawattimie  Indian  had  arrived  at  the  towns,  with  a speech 
from  the  British,  in  which  they  were  informed  tnattbev  (l.it  Bri- 
tish) were  upon  the  point  of  commencing  Uostrhnes  against  tin* 
United  States,  and  requesting  the  Dejawares  to  join  them. 

From -General  William  Clark. 

“ St.  Louis,  Abnl  30, 1809. 

« I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a copy  of  a letter  which  con- 
firms my  suspicions  of  the  British  interference  with  our  Indian  af- 
fairs in'  this  country,” 

Extract  referred  to  above. 

“ I am  at  present  in  the  fire,  receiving  Indian  news  every  day A 
chief  of  the  Puant  nation  appears  to  be  employed  by  tht  British  to 
get  all  the  nations  of  the  Indians  to  Detroit,  to  s<ee  tfteir  fathers,  tli# 
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British,  who  tell  them  that  they  pity  them  io  their  situation  with  . 
the Americans,  because  the  Americans  had  taken  their  lands  x.dj 
their  game,  that  they  must  join  ami  send  them  off  from  their  lands,  I “ * * 
They  toiu  the  snvngt-s,  that  the.  Am.  ri  cans  could  not  give  them  a! from  hi; 
biaiik  *t  nor  any  thing  good  for  theiridiuilics.  I ysaig  ’ 1 

1 ‘K-y  sai«i  they  had  but  one  fatherthat  helped  them  in  their  |ju  crest 
nnsioi  tunes,  and  iSat  tin  y would  assemble,  J*  fend  iheirtiuher,  and 
keep  tiii  ii-  Urnd*.— It  appears  that  four  English  subjects  hare  u-.-.m 
at  Riviere  a la  lloche  this  v.  inter,  in  disguise;  the)  nave  been 
thon  to  got  the  nations  together  ami  semi  th  an  on  the  A norican 
frontiers.  The  Indians  arc  pushed  on  by  our  enemies  to.  take  the 
tort  of  Belle  Yut.” 


From  John 


From  Samuel  Tupper,  Indian  factor. 

u Sandusky,  7th  June,  1809. 

“The  conduct  of  British  trail  rs  in  introducing  spiriums  liquors 
among  the  Indians  in  iiu*  pan  of  the  country,  and  their  determined 
hostility  to  t.be  measures  of  our  government,  have  long  been  sub- 
jects in  complaint” 

From  Governor  William  Hull. 

“ Detroit,  June  15, 13f9 

“ The  influence  of  the  Proph>  -t  has  been  great,  ami  his  advice  to 


hnson. 

*■  l net  ll  u;,  i;e.  February  8,1311. 
ha«  been  at  this  place.  The  intbrmafim-  ih  rived 
same  as  I have  heesi  in  povsesMoj;  of  Tor  Sevresl 
he  i.urigii.i  of  the  Britii'-  agents  and  t-arfirahs 
infill*  nee  hostile  io  our  piopie  auu  go.vru: uent, 
ithin  our  terri.turr.” 


From  M.  InvjfsjJnriir.n  factor. 

“ Chkimtt,  May  V.  1811. 

“ An  assemblage  of  the  Indian*  is  to  take  piece  on  a hr.iuch  of 
the  Jiiiiu.-is,  by  the  influence  cf  the  Prophet : ihe  result  will  be  hos- 
tile ui  the  event  of  a war- wit  h Gn  at  Britain.” 

From  Governor  W.  IT.  Harrison. 

“ Vincennes,  S-\  fewher  17,  i8il. 
.<*»***  states  that  almost  every  Indian  from  the  country 
above  this  had  limn,  or  were  then  gone  to  Mt-lungon  a v isit  to  the 
British  agent.  We  snail  probably  gain  our  destined  point  at  the 
moment  of  their  return.  If  then  the  British  agents  m-,  really  en- 
deavoring'to  j-'stigate  trie  Indians  to  make  w*r  upon  us,  \v.  shall 
he  in  their  jmigidiorhood  at  the.  very  moment  w he..  me  impressions 
which  have  been  made  ag.di.st  us  are  most  active  m the  minds  of 


the  I r.dia'is  injurious  to  them  and  the  United  States.  The  powerful  | the  savages.” 

influence  of  the  British  Las  boen  exerted  in  a way  alluring  to  the  *******  succeeded  in  getting  the  chiefs  together  at  Fort 
savage  character.”  Wayne, Though  he  found  them  nil  pr,. paring  to  go  to  M.ibh’i.  lire 


From  Governor  Harrison. 

“ Vincennes,  14th  June,  1810. 

“ An  Iowa  Indian  informs  me,  that  two  years  ago  tins  summer,  ar 


result  of  the  council  discovered  that  th  - tv  boh-  trdu-s  (ineb.dii.g  th« 
Wilis  i U Iv  I rivu-s,  for  they  are  all  i'.fhmies)  «•  re  abdut  equally 
divided  in  favor  of  the  Prophet  and  the  United  States.  Lapunssk  r, 
tile  Wea  chief,  whom  I before  mentioned  to  you  a being  seduced 

hat  hind  it  was 


agent  from  tl.c  British,  arrived  at  the  Prophet’s  town,  and  in  hi_s|  by  the  Prophet,  was  repeatedly  asked  hy  * v*  * * what  bind  it  v 
presence  delivered  tee  message  with  w hich  he  ivasp’harged  : the  that  he  .was  determined  to  defend  with  his  blood  ; — wh.-thcr  it  v 
substance  of  w bich  was  to  urge  the  Prophet  to  unite  as  many  tribe's  that  which  was  ceded  by  the  late  treaty  or  not,  but  he  wouid  give 


i rg;.  me  Pro]  m 

igajiist  the  United  States,  but  not  to  commence  h sjli 


subsist 

as  he  could  . . 
ties  until  they  gave  the  signal.  From  this  man  and  othe  rs  of  bis 
nation,  I learn  that,  the  Prophet  has  been  constantly  soliciting  their 
own  and  other  tribes  of  the  Mississippi  to  join  him  against  the 
United  States.” 

From  Governor  Harrison. 

“ Vincennes  July  13.  1810. 

“ A considerable  number  .of  Sacs  went  some  time  since  to  see 
the  British  supermtendant  and  on  the  1st  instant,  Ilf ty  more  passed 
Chicago  for  the  same  destination. 

u A Miami  chief  who  his  jost  returned  from  his  annual  visit  to 
Midden,  after  having  received  the  accustomed  doiiation  of  goods, 
was  thus  addressed  hv  the  British  agent:  * My  son  keep  your  eyes 
fixed  ou  iv.?  ; mv  tomahawk  is  now  up  ; be  you  ready,  butdoiwt 
strike  until  I give  the  signal.’  ” 

From  Gendr.il  William  Clark. 

“ St.  Louis,  July  20,1810. 

“One  hundred  and  fifty  Sacs  are  ou  a visit  to  the  British  agent, 
bv  invitation,  and  a smaller  parly  on  a visit  tp  the  island  of  St. 
Joseph,  in  Lake  Huron.” 

From  Governor  W.  H.  Harrison. 

“ Via.  enu  s,  July  25, 1810. 

“ Tliere  can  lie  no  doubt  of  the  designs  of  the  Proph-'t  and  British 
agent  of  Indians  affairs,  to  do  us  injury.  This  agent  is  a refugee 
from  the  neighborhood  of  , and  his  implacable  hat  rod  io 

bis  native  country  prompted  him  to  take  part  with  the  Indians  in 
the  battle  betwam  them  and  general  Wav  nt-'s  army.  He  lias,  ever 
since  liis  appointment  to  the  principal  agency,  used  his  utmost 
endeavors  to  excite  hostilities,  and  the  lavish  manner  in  which 
he  is  allowed  to  scatter  presents  amongst  them,  shews  that  his  go- 
vernment participates  in  his  enmity,  aud  authorises  his  measures. 

From  Governor  William  Hull. 

“ Detroit.  July  27,  1810. 

“ Large  lwilias  of  Indians  from  the  westward  aud  southward  conti- 
nue to  visit  the  British  postal  Anikerstburg,  anuare  supplied  with 
provisions,  arms,  ammunition,  &:c.  Much  more  attention  is  paid  to 
them  tliau  usual.” 

Extract  from  the  speech  of  Red  Jacket,  in  behalf  of  himself  ami 
the  other  deputies  of  the  six  nations,  Februarv,  1810. 

“ Brother,— Since  you  have  had  some  disputes  with  the  British 
government,  their  agents  in  Canada  have  not  only  endeavored  to 
make. die  Indians  at  the  westward  your  enemies,  hut  thev  have 
sent  a w ar  belt  amongst  our  warriors  to  poison  their  mines  and 
make  them  break  their  faith  with  you.  At  the  same  time  we  had 
information  that  the  British  had  circulated  war  bats  among  the 
western  Indians,  and  w ithin  your  territory.” 

From  John  Johnson,  Indian  agent. 

“ Fort  Way  nr,  August  7,  1810. 

“ Since  writing  you  on  the  25th  ultimo,  about  one  hundred  men 
Of  the  Saukies  jjpve  returned  from  the  British  agent,  who  supplied 
them  liberftllv  with  every  thing  they  stood  in  want  of.  The  party 
received  47  rifles,  and  anumixT  of  fusils,  with  pleotv  of  powder 
and  lead.  I his  is  sending  firebrands  into  the  Mississippi  connive, 
inasmuch  as  it  will  draw  numbers  of  our  Indians  to  the  British 
side,  in  the  hope  o(  being  treattd  with  the  same  liberality.” 

From  Governor  W.  H.  Harrison. 

Vincennes , February  6,  1811. 

“ If  the  intentions  of  the  British  government  are  pm*  fit,  the  In- 
dian department  of  Upper  Canada  have  not  been  mad  acquainted 
w ith  them,  for  they  have  very  lately  said  even  thing  to  the  Indians 
wuo  have  visited  them  to  excite  them  against  its  A 


treaty  or  not,  but  he  would  giv; 

answer. 

«****#  reports  tjiat  t),n  Indians  of  the  Wabash  have  been, 
or  now  arc,  on  a visit  to  the  liritisn  agents  at  Malden.  He  has 
never  known  oee  fourth  as  many  goods  given  to  trie  Indians  as 
they  are  now  distributing.-  FIc  examined  the  share  of  one  man  (not 
a chief)  arid  found  that  ho  bad  received  an  vlrgaut  rim-,  25  poiunii 
of  powder.  50  pounds  oflcad,-3  blank*  g,3  troudvof  .‘loth,  10  $ uriis 
and  several  other  aniek-s.  He  says  every  Indian  is  furnis'red  with 
a gan  (either  rifle  or  fY.sil)  and  aii  abundance  of  ammunition*  A 
trader  of  tills  Country  was  lately  in  th-  king’s  stores  at  Maldoli,  and 
was  told  that  -the  quantity  of  goods  for  the  Indian  department,  w inch 
bud  been  sent  out  this  year,  exceeded  that  of  common  years  by 
20,000  pounds  sterling.  It  is  i mpossible  to  ascribe  this  profusion  to 
any  other  motive,  than  that  of  instigating  the  Indians  to  take  up 
Uie'  tomahawk.  It  c:  a mot  be  to  secure  their  trade  : for  ail  t pel- 
try collected  on  the  witers  of  the  Wabash  in  one  year,  it  sold  in 
tiie  London  market,  would  not  pay  the  freight  of  the  goods  tvhich 
have  been  given  to  the  Indians. 

“ I am  decidedly  cf  opinion  that  the  tendency  of  the  British  mea- 
sures is  hostility  to  us.” 

From  Governor  Willie  Blount. 

“ FTashvWc,  September,  n,  181 T. 

“ There  is  in  this  place  a very  noted  chief  oi  the  Chickasaw*, « 
man  of  truth,  who  wishes  the  president  should  lx*  intbrnud  that 
there  is  a combination  of  the  northern  Indians,  promoted  by  the 
English,  to  unite  itr  fulling  on  the  frontier  settlements,  ami  are 
inviting  the  southern  tubes  to  join  them.” 

From  Governor  Ninian  Edwards. 

Cahokia,  St.Clair  county,  Illinois  Territory.  April  24,  1812. 

:elebrated  British  trader,  Dixon,  is,  t' 


“ The  opinion  of  the  celt 

the  event  oi’  a British  war,  all  the  Indians  will  Ire  opp 


Ult  |B 
d to  us, 


and  he  hones  to  engage  them  in  hostility  by  matting  peace  between 
the  Sioux^  and  Chippew’as,  two  very  "large  nations,  and  getting 
them  to  declare  war  against  us.” 

F. -tract  of  a letter  from  hi<  excellency  Ninian  Edwards,  Governor 
of  the  Illinois  territovv,  i.q  the  secretory  of  wa,  dated 

“ ■Illinois  Territory,  January  25,  1312. 

“ Many  Of  those  Indians  certainly  contemplate  joining  the  British 
They  arc  in  tlie  habit  of  visiting  fort  Malden  annually  ; and  as 
s' ion  as  they  are  prepm  ed  for  their  departure  thitjie-r,  they  will  (as  I 
believe  they  have  already  declared)  make-  inroads  upon  our  settle* 
iiKiiis,  as  well  to  take  scalps  as  to  steal  hwsesi” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  General  Williapi  Clark)  to  the  the  secretary 
ol'  war.  dated 

- St.  Louis,  February  13,  i;;i2. 

“ If  possession  was  taken  of  a point  about  the  month  of  Fox 
river,  whcrcitesit  rs  into  Green  Bay,  communicatioiis  would  hi-  c-ut 
off  between  the  traders  and  Indians  on  the  Mississippi  ielow  Prai- 
rie d«l  Chieii,  and  the.  British  trading  houses  on  llu  lakes— smug- 
gling ought  Ire  prevent »sl  thnibgii  that  channel.  Mr.  Ilixon,  (and 
thos.-  British,  who  are  nlso^ agents,  who  iiave  smuggled  an  ynmer.se 
qiiamity  of  goods  through  that  eitannel  this  year,  and  now  in  the 
Mississippi,  could  be  caught  on  their  ri-tuvn  :.s  they  go  out  in  :he 
spring.  This  description  of  people  grasp  at  cv<  ry  means  in  tb-  ir 
power  to  wean  the  affectin' »s  of  the  Indians  from  any  thing  that  is 
America'! ; having  it  in  thaiir  power  to  make  l ug:  pr.  sentsto  t’.i# 
Indians,  the  most  of  whom  ore  to  he  bought ; and  In-  this  means 
create  great  <iiuicully  wherever  they  have  an  influence.” 

Extracts  of  a letter  from  John  Shaw,  F.sq.  Indian  agent,  to  the  secre- 
tary of  war,  dated 

“ Furl  IVttyne,  .3  rl  mo.  to  th,  1812. 

“ It  appears  that  the  hostile  disposition  of  tlie  Indians  couf  de- 
rated under  the  Shawanee  Pyop'iet,  tiuu  so  recently  mcnif  sted  it- 
self in  the  conflict  on  the  Vfahash.is  not  yet  changed.  By  every 
thing  that  I am  able  to  learn,  ylicy  are  secietiy  plotting  to  suite  all 
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effective  blow  on  our  frontier  ; and  it  is  said  that  tla-y  have  been 
this  winter  invited  by  the  British  agent  at  Fort  Malden,  to  pay  liim 
a visit;  and  I believe  it  is  a fact  that  a considerable  number  of 
tlucm  hav e recently  gone  to  that  place  with  a view  of  procuring 
ammunition.” 

“ A speech  is  also  said  to  have  been  recently  sent  to  Winnemae, 
a Pottawattamie  chief,  from  Elliot,  the  British  agent ; but  to  what 
purpose  1 have  not  been  able  to  learn.”  ■ 

^Extracts  of  a letter  from  John  Shaw,  Esq.  Indian  agent,  to  the 
secretary  of  war,  dated 

K Fort  Wayne , 2d  mo,  lit,  1812. 

“ It  has  been  reported  by  a Miami  Indian,  who  was  hunting  a few 
inilesji  i om  this,  that  twenty-four  Indians  of  the  Shawanee  prophet’s 
band,  Composed  of  Winebagoes,  Kickapoos  and  Shawanees,  passed 
his  camp  about  six  days  ago,  on  their  way  to  Sandusky,  for  a quan- 
tity of  powder  and  lead,  which  they  said  was  to  be  sent  them  from 
Canada.” 

“ It  also  appeal's  from  the  statements  of  a gentleman  from  De- 
troit, that  the  Morpoc^,/ Pottcnrattamie  chief)  with  a small  party  of 
Indians,  has  been  for  a considerable  time  past,  encamped  on  the 
liver  Raisin*  and  constantly  getting  provisions  from  the  British  at 
Edit  Maldeh,  and  that  it  is  firmly  believed  that  he  is  waiting  for  a 
signal  from  Elliot,  the  British  agent,  to  commence  hostilities  on  our 
frontier.® 

Extracts  of  a letter  from  Robert  Forsyth,  Esq.  to  captain  Rhea, 

, commanding  at  Fort  Wayne,  dated 

“ Fort  Wayne,  March  10th,  1812. 

B I have  no  doubt  but  those  Indians  that  passed  this  post  some 
time  ago,  are  a deputation  sent  to  the  British  garrison  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  ammunition.” 

“ Hie  Manpock,  a Pottawattamie  chief,  has  wintered  at  river 
Huron,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  garrison  of  Ainhurstburg, 
and  has  draw'll  provisions  and  ammunition  during  the  whole  w inter. 
He  has  about  twenty  men  with  him. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  B.  F.  SticIqieT,  Esq.  Indian  agent,  to  his 
excellency  YV.  H.  Harrison,  dated 

“ Fort  JVaync,  April  13,  Id  12. 

“ Mr.  Shaw  has  informed  you  that  twenty  four  of  the  Prophet’s 
liaml-had  passed  this  place  in  the  la^t  of  February,  for  Fort  Maiden 
to  receive  ammunition,  which  w as  promised  to 'be  ready  for  them! 
They  returned  on  the  4th  instant,  with  as  much  gun-po  wder  lead 
and  new'  fusils  as  they  could  carry.” 


Alien  Enemies. 

In  our  last  paper,  among  the  acts  passed,  we  no- 
ticed an  act  “ supplementary  to  the  act  hereto- 
fore passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform  natu 
ralization.”  We  learn  from  th e -National  T nt exi- 
gence r,  that  no  such  act  was  passed.*  We  are 
therefore  induced  to  publish  the  law  of  1798, 
which  with  the  supplement  inserted  in  pao-e 
323,  contains  the  whole  regulation  of  the  mat 
ter. 

AN  ACT 

RESPECTING  ALIEN  ENEMIES. 

Sac.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  State*  of  America , in  con 
gren  assembled.  That  whenever  there  shall  be  a 
d related  yviar  between  the  United  States  and  any 
foreign  nation  or  government,  or  any  invasion  or 
predatory  incursion  shall  be  perpetrated,  attempted 
or  threatened  against  the  territory  of  the  United 
S'ates  by  any  foreign  nation  or  government,  and 
the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  make  public 


* Naturalization  Laws.—  Among  the.  laws  stated 
ih  this  paper  to  have  passed  at  the  present  session 
of  congress,  was  one  “ supplementary  to  the  act 
heretofore  _ passed  on  the  subject  of  an  uniform 
n-Urii-alizAtion,’’  This  was  an  error.  Such  a bill 
did  pass  bo»b  houses  of  con  ' is,  but  not  being  ao 
proved  by  the  president,  was  not  returned  by  "him 
previous  to  the  adjournment  of  congress,  to  the 
house  in  which  it  originated  ; and  of, course  it  did 
not  become  a law.  It  is  understood,  that  some  a- 
mend  men t made  to  the  bill  in  one  cr  other  house  in 
the  course  of  its  progress,  rendered  it  objection  able 
ii>  the  view  ol  the  president. 


pioclamabon  of  the  event,  all  natives,  citizens, 
denizens  or  subjects  to  the  hostile  nation  or  go- 
vernment, being  males  of  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
and  upwards,  who  shall  be  within  the  United  Stales 
and  not  actually  naturalized,  shall  be  liable  to  be 
apprehended,  restrained,  secured  and  removed  as 
alien  enemies.  And  the  president  of  the  United 
S’ates  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  in  any 
event,  as  aforesaid,  by  his  proclamation  thereof,  or 
other  public  act,  to  direct  the  conduct  to  be.  ob- 
served on  the  part  of  the  United  Suites  toward  the 
aliens  who  shall  become  liable  as  aforesaid  ; the 
manner  and  degree  of  the  restraint  to  which  they 
shall  be  subject,  and  in  what,  cases,  and  upon  what 
security  their  residence  shall  be  permitted,  and  to 
provide  for  the  removal  of  those,  who  not  .being 
permitted  to  reside  within  the  United  Stales,  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  depart  therefrom  : and  to  estab- 
lish any  other  regulations  which  shall  be  found  ne- 
cessary in  the  premises  and  for  the  public  safely  : 
Provided,  that  aliens  resident  within  the  United 
States  who  shall  become  liable  as  enemies  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  and,  who  shall  not  be  chargeable 
with  actual  hostility,  or  ether  crime  against  the 
public  safety,  shall  be  allowed  for  the  recovery,  dis- 
posal and  removal  of  their  goods,  and  effects,  and 
for  their  departure,  the  full  time  which  is,  or  shall 
be  stipulated  by  any  treaty  where  any  shall  have 
been  between  the  United  States  and  the  hostile  na-  • 
tion  or  government  of  which  they  shall  be  natives, 
citizens,  denizens  or  subjects  : and  where  no  such, 
treaty  shall  have  existed  , the  president  of  the  United 
States  may  ascertain  and  declare  such  reasonable 
timeas  may  be  consistent  with  the  public  safety,  and 
according  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  national 
hospitality. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted , That  after  any 
proclamation  shall  ba  made  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  several  courts  of  the  United  States, 
avid  of  eachstate,  having  criminal  jurisdiction,  and 
of  the  several  judges  and  justices  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  they  shall  fcV  and  are  hereby  re- 
spectively authorised,  upon  complaint,  against  any 
alic  or  alien  enemies,  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be 
resident  and  at  large  within  such  jurisdiction  or  dis- 
trict to  the  danger  of  the  public  peace  or  safety,  ami 
contrary  to  the  tenor  or  intent  of  such  proclamation, 
or  other  regulations  which  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  and  may  establish  in  the  premises, 
to  cause  such  alien  or  aliens  to  be  duly  apprehended 
and  convened  before  such  court,  judge,  or  justice; 
and  after  a full  examination  and  heating  on  such 
complaint,  and  sufficient  causa  therefor  appearing, 
shall  and  may  order  such  alien  or  aliens  to.  lie  re- 
moved out  of  the  territory*  of  the.  United  Stales, 
or  to  give  sureties  of  their  good  behavior,  or  to  be 
otherwise  restrained,  conformably  to  the  proclama- 
tion or  regulations  which  shall  and  may  be  establish- 
ed as  aforesaid,  and  may  imprison,  .or  otherwise  se- 
cure such  alien  or  aliens,  until  the  order  which 
shall  and  may  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  pet 
formed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the.  duty  of  the  marshal  of  (he  district  in  which 
any  alien  enemy  shaft  be  apprehended,  who  by 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  "'by  order  of 
any  court,  judge,  or.  justice,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
required  to  depart,  and  to  be  removed,  as  aforesaid, 
to  provide  therefor,,  and  to  execute  such  order,  by 
himself  or  his  deputy,  or  other  discreet  person  or 
persons,  to  be  employed  by  him,  by  causing  a re- 
moval of  such  alien  out  of  the  territory  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  ; and  for  such  removal,  the  marshal  shall 
have  the  warrant  of  the  president  of  the  United 
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or  of  the  court,  judge,  or  justice  ordering  .bestowed  that  name  on  his  projected  town.  After 
n a.^  the  case  may  be.  erecting  some  huts  for  the  shelter  of  h»s  .1  ople, 'he 

■ began  to  clear  the  environs,  from  the  wbotls  »vitli 

which  they  were  covered. 

The  spot  which  Champlain  designed  as  thefoun- 


S.  tales 

the  sanw,  ... 

JONATHAN  DAYTON 
Sneaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
' THEODORE  SEDGWICK, 

President  or  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Approved,  July,  IT*  : JOHN  ADAMS, 

President  of  the  United  Slates. 


llestoration  of  American  Seamen. 

Toe  American  tar s who  were  forcibly  wrested  from 
the  Chesapeake  by  the  British  frigate  Leotard , 
were  restored  to  that  vessel  on  Saturday,  (June 
];*,)  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  They  were  con 
-ducted  on  board  the  Chesapeake  by  lieutenant 
Simpson,  the  British  officer,  and  received  at  the 
<ran.T1Vay  by  lieutenant  Wilkinson,  of  the  Che- 
sapeake, with  the  following  pertinent, address 
Sir— 1 am  commanded  by  commodore  Bain- 
bridge  to  receive  these  two  American  seamen, in  the 
very' deck  from  which  they  were  wantonly  taken  in 
time  of  peace,  by  a vessel  of  your  nation  of  superior 
force. 

Midshipman  Saunders  conducted  the  men  to 
commodore  Bahibridge,  upon  the  quarter  deck— 
The  commodore  received  them  with  these  appropri 
ate  and  truly  American  observations  : 

My  Laos  — l am  glad  to  seeyou — From  this  deck 
you  were  taken  bv  British  outrage— for  your  retu>  n 
to  it  you  owe  gratitude  to  the  government  of  your 
country.  — Your  country  now  offers  to  you  an 
opportunity  to  revenge  vour  wrongs  ; and  1 cannot 
doubt  but  what  you  will  be  desirous  of  doing  so  on 
board  of  this  very  ship — I trust  the  flag  that  flies  on 
board  of  her,  sha'll  gloriously  defend  you  in  future. 

Three  cheers  were  given  bv  a numerous  compa- 
ny of  citizens  and  seamen,  assembled  to  witness  the 
interesting  transaction. 

$3*-  There  were  four  men  taken  out  of  the  Che- 
sapeake • one,  they  tell  us,  has  since  died,  two  they 
now  restore,  and  one  they  hung  at  Ha ■ fax  ! 

Pas.  Chronicle. 


Account  of  Quebec. 

From  a tour  through  the  Canadas,  by  George  Ke- 
riot,  Esq.  deputy  Post-master-general  of  British 
North  America.  One  vol.  4to.  Price  21.  15s. 

London  1S07. 

From  the  period  at  which  Jacques  Cartier  visited 
and  explored  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  until  the  year 
ilG03,  no  serious  efforts  were  made  by  Europeans 
Vor  the  formation  of  a settlement  in  Canada.  A 
s\jace  of  nearly  a century  was  suffered  to  elapse, 
without  any  other  advantage  having  been  derived  the  river 
from  the  discovery  of  this  part  of  the  continent  ol 
North  America,  than  that  of  the  precarious  profits 
which  accrued  to  some  adventurers,  by  carrying 
on  with  the  native  inhabitants,  who  frequented  the 
coasts  of  the  great  river,  an  inconsiderable  traffic 
in  peltry.  A ^length  in  the  sera  mentioned  above, 

Samuel  de  Champlain,  a man  of  enterprize  and  ta- 
lent, actuated  by  liberal  sentiments,  and  by  patrio- 
tic, more  than  by  interested  views,  after  having  sur- 
veyed  the  borders  of  the  river,  for  the  choice  of  a 
situation  presenting  the  greatest  conveniences  for  a 
settlement,  gave  the  preference  to  an  elevated  pro- 
montory, between  the  Saint  Lawrence  and  the 
Saint  Charles.  It  is  asserted,  that  some  of  his  at 
tendar.ts  having  pronounced  at  first  view'  of  this 
point  of  land,  the  word  « Qtjel  bee  1”  ChampEin 


dation  of  a future  city,  did  no  !e<s  credit  turns  judg- 
ment than  to  his  taste.  Its  superior  altitude  and 
natural  strength,  afford  the  advantage  of  its  being 
in  time  rendered  the  labours  of  engineers,  a ie- 
spectable  and  formidable  fortress. 

Cape  Diamond,  the  summit  of  the  promontory, 
rises  abruptly  on  the  south,  to  the  height  of  thtee 
hundred  and  fifty  perpendicular  feet,  above  the 
river,  advances  from  the  line  of  the  banks  on  the 
west,  and  forms  the  Jnce  de  Her,  a small  harbor, 
occupied  for  the  purpose  ot  ship-building.  Some 
uneven  ground  subsides  into  a valley,  between  the 
works  and  the  heights  of  Abraham;  on  the  latter 
there  are  natural  elevations,  which  are  higher  by  2 
few  feet,  than  any  of  the  grounds  included  within 
the  fortifications. 

In  I? 90,  Quebec  was  first  fortified  with  eleven 
stone  redoubts,  which  served  as  bastions,  commu- 
nicating with  e:ich  other,  by  curtains  composed 
of  pailisades  ten  feet  in  height,  strengthened  in  the 
interior  with  earth.  No  other  defence,  was  for  ma- 
ny years,  provided  against  the  host  le  attempts  of 
the  Iroquois,  and  other  savage  tribes  who  were  in- 
imical to  the  French  settlers.  The  rums  of  five  of 
those  redoubts  are  yet  extant.  The  citadel  is  now 
constructed  on  the  highest  part  of  Ope  Diamond, 
composed  of  a whole  bnstion,  a curtain  and  half  bas- 
tion, from  whence  it  extends  along  the  summit  of 
the  bank  towards  the  norih  east,  this  pare  being 
adapted  with  flanks,  agreeably  to  the  situation  of 
the  ground.  There  are,  towards  the  south-west  a 
ditch,  counter-guard  and  covered  way  with  glacis, 
'['he  works  have,  of  late  years,  been  in  a great  mea- 
sure built,  and  raided  to  a pitch  calculated  to  com- 
mand the  high  grounds  in  the  vicinity. 

When  viewed  from  a small  distance,  they  exhibit 
a handsome  appearance.  A steep  and  rugged  bank, 
about  fifty  feet  in  height,  terminates  the  ditch  and 
glacis  on  the  north,  towards  which  the  ground 
slopes  downwards  from  Capo  Diamond,  nearly  three 
hundred  feet,  in  a distance  ot  about  nine  hundred 
yards.  Along  the  summit  of  the  bank  a strong  wall 
of  stone,  near  ly  forty  feet  high,  having  a half  and  a 
whole  fiat  bastion  with  small  flanks,  occupies  a 
space  of  two  hundred  yards,  to  palace  gate,  at  which 
there  is  a guard-house.  From  hence  to  the  new 
works  at  Hope-gate,  is  a distance  of  about  three 
hundred  yards.  The  rocky  eminence  increases  in 
steepness  and  elevation  as  far  as  the  bishop’s  palace, 
near  which  there  is  astrong  battery  of  heavy  cannon 
extending  a considerable  way  along  the  brow  of  the 
precipice,  and  commanding  the  basin,  and  part  of 
Between  the  edifice  now  mentioned,  and 
the  lower  town,  a steep  passage,  partly  formed  by 
nature,  intervenes,  over  which  there  is  a barrier, 
with  a gate-way  of  stone,  surmounted  by  a guard- 
house, and  its  communication  is  otherwise  defended 
by  powerful  works  of  stone,  under  the  palace  on  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  stretching  upwards  towards 
the  government  house,  where  the  bank  becomes 
considerably  more  elevated.  This  building,  which 
is  dignified  with  the  appellation  of  chateau,  or  cas- 
tle of  St.  Louis,  is  placed  on  the  brink  of  a precipice, 
inaccessible,  and  whose  altitude  exceeds  two  hun- 
dred fee'.  The  building  is  supported  by  counter- 
forts, rising  to  half  its  height,  and  sustaining  a 


gallery.  The  apartments  are  occupied  as  offices  lor 
the  civil  and  military  branches,  acting  immediately 


I under  the  orders  of  the  governor-general 


British 
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America,  who  likewise  commands  the  troops,  and 
whose  residence  is  in  a building  of  more  modern 
construction,  forming  the  opposite  side  of  a square. 
The  apartments  are  spacious  and  plain,  hut  the 
structure  has  nothing  external  to  recommend  it. 
Upon  the  brink  of  the  precipitous  rock,  a stone 
wall  is  extended  from  the  old  chateau,  fora  distance 
of  about  three  hundred  yards  to  the  westward, 
which  forms  a line  of  defence,  and  serves  as  a 
boundary  to  the  garden,  within  which  are  two 
small  batteries,  one  rising  above  the  other. 

Cape  Diamond,  nearly  200  feet  higher  than  the 
ground  on  which  the  upper  town  is  situated,  pre- 
sents itself  to  the  westward.  From  the  garrison 
there  are  five  gates,  or  outlets  to  the  neighboring 
country,  the  highest.  Port  Saint  Louis,  opens  to 
the  westward,  and  towards  the  heights  of  Abraham ; 
Port  Saint  John,  towards  St.  Foix,  through  which 
Is  the  road  to  Montreal ; Palace  and  Hopegate  open 
towards  the  river  Saint  Charles  and  the  north,  and 
Prescott  gate  affords  a communication  to  feinrlower 
town  on  the  south-east. 

in  most  of  the  public  buildings,  no  great  degree 
of  taste  or  elegance  can  be  discovered  although 
much  labor  and  expense  must  have  been  hestowed 
on  their  construction.  The  architects  seem  princi- 
pally to  have  had  in  view,  strength  and  durability, 
and  not  to  have  paid  much  regard  to  those  rules  of 
their  art,  which  combine  symmetry  with  utility.— 
The  cathedral  church  of  the  Catholics,  is  along- 
elevated,  and  plain  building  of  stone,  with  the  spue 
jon  one  side  of  its  front ; the  internal  appearance  is 
neat  and  spacious,  and  it  is  capable  of  containing 
about  three  thousand  persons.  A good  organ  has 
here  lately  been  introduced.  The  Jesuits  college, 
originally  founded  at  Quebec,  in  1635,  has  been, 
s neethat  period  rebuilt,  and  is  a large  stone  edifice, 
jd'f  three  stories  high,  of  nearly  a square  figure,  con 
gaining  an  area  in  its  centre.  The  garden  is  o some 
extent,  and  has  at  one  end,  a grove  of  trees,  part  of 
which  is  a remain  of  the  original  woods  with  which 
the  promontory  was  once  covered. 

The  society  of  Jesuits  which  became  established 
in  Canada,  formerly  composed  a numerous  body, 
and  their  college  was  considered  as  the  fhst  institu 
(cion,  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  for  the 
instruction  of  young  men.  The  advantages  derived 
from  it,  were  not  limited  to  the  better  classes  of 
- Canadians,  but  were  extended  to  all  whose  inclina 
tion  it  was  to  participate  them,  and  many  students 
came  thither,  from  the  West  Indies.  From  the 
period  of  the  expulsion  of  the  Jesuits  from  the  states 
of' Europe,  and  the  consequent  abolition  of  their 
order  on  that  continent,  this  establishment  although 
protected  by  the  British  government,  began  rapidly 
t6  decline.  The  last  member  of  that  fraternity  died 
•a  few  years  ago,  and  the  buildings,  as  well  as  the 
lands  which  form  an  extensive  domain,  devolved  to 
the  crown. 

The  landed  property  was  designed  by  the  sove- 
reign as  a recoinpence  for  the  services  of  the  late 
lord  Amherst,  who  commanded  the  troops  in  North 
America,  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and 
who  completed  the  reduction  of  that  province,  un- 
der the  British  government.  The  claim  of  these 
estates  has  been  relinquished  by  his  successor,  for  a 
pension.  The  revenue  arising  from  them,  has  been 
appropriated  by  the  legislature  of  Lower  Canada,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  in  the  different  parishes, 
schools  for  the  education  of  childr  en.  The  Jesuits’ 
college  is  now  converted  into  a commodious  barrack 
for  the  troops. 

The  seminary,  a building  of  some  extent,  forming 
three  sides  of  a square  opeu  towards  the  north-west. 


. contains  a variety  of  apartments,  suited  for  the  ac- 
Icommodalion  of  a certain  number  of  ecclesiastics, 
(and  of  young  students,  who  are  of  the  Rum*n  Ca- 
jtholic  religion.  The  institution  owes  its  foundation 
jto  M.  de  Petre,  who  in  1663,  obtained  from  the 
iking  of  France,  letters  patent  for  that  purpose. — 
jTythes  were  enjoined  to  be  paid  by  the  inhabitants, 

: to  the  directors  of  the  seminary,  for  its  support,  and 
|a  thirteenth  in  addition  to  what  was  already  the 
right  of  the  church,  was  levied.  This  regulation 
(being  found  too  oppressive,  was  altered  to  a twenty  - 
Isixth  part  of  the  produce,  to  be  paid  in  grain,  from 
which  tax  newly  cleared  lands  were  exempted,  fora 
space  of  five  years. 

J The  members  of  the  seminary  are  composed  of  a 
.superior,  t^ree  directors,  and  six  or  seven  masters, 

■ who  are  appointed  to  instruct  young  men  in  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  education,  professed  by  each. 

1 Since  the  decline  and  extinction  of  the  order  of  Je- 
; suits,  the  seminary,  which  was  at  first  exclusively 
designed  for  the.  education  of  priests,  and,  excepting 
the  college  of  Montreal,  is  the  only  public  establish- 
jment  of  the  the  kind  in  the  province,  is  now  open 
|to  all  young  men  of  the  Catholic  faith,  although 
they  may  not  be  destined  for  the  sacerdotal  function. 
The  north  east  aspect  of  this  building  is  agreeable 
in  summer,  having  under  it  a spacious  garden, 
which  extends  to  near  the  precipice  on  the  east,  and 
overlooks  the  lower  town. 

[To  be  concluded  in  our  next.] 


Original  Principles. 

Though  the  proposition  is  as  mUfch  opposed  to 
the  fact  as  light  is  to  darkness,  the  toriex*  of  the 
United  States,  having  heard  the  tatty  ho  of  their 
.leaders1,'  are  laboring  to  give  the  war  against -Eng- 
land an  offensive  character  on  the  part  of  our  coun- 
try. That  this  will  also  be  attempted  by  the  grand 
tories  “ at  home,”  the  Liverpool^  and  Castlereaghs 
of  Great  Britain,  we  venture  to  assert,  without  pre- 
tending to  the  spirit  of  prophecy  ; well  assured  that 
the  JSritisA  ministry  have  often  opened  in  full, cry 
from  the  yelping  of  their  puppets  in  there  states. 
Nay,  if  any  mW  will  examine  the  arguments  of 
Canning,  Wellesley,  &e.  in  favor  of  the  unjust  edicts 
and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  their  government, 
and  compare  them  with  certain  speeches  delivered, 
and  resolutions  adopted  in  this  country,  the  fact  will 
appear,  that  these  ministers  have  not  vindicated  their 
own  cause  so  ably  as  tl  their  party ” in  the  United 
States  have  done  for  them  : and  further,  that  those 
ministers  are  indebted  to  said  speeches  and  re- 
solutions for  some  of  the  strongest  positions  they 
took.  It  is  mournful  to  look  around  us  and  be- 
hold the  wanderings  of  the  people  from  original 
principles; 

The  degradation  of  the  mind  of  man  is  a gradual 
work.  No  pne  that  is  virtuous  becomes  suddenly 
vile  : though  outwardly  he  may  appear  destitute  of 
all  that  ennobles  his  nature,  there  is  a certain  some- 
thing within  that  restrains  and  controls  him.  Let 
him  attend  to  this  wholesome  monitor — let  him 

* I beg,  that  no  person  may  start  at  the  word  tory * 
as  used  in  the  Register.  It  has  been  common  in 
some  of  the  news  papers  to  apply  the  disgraceful 
epithet  to  a whole  and  respectable  party,  en  masse  ; 
and  hence,  some  persons  may,  for  the  instant,  sup- 
pose that  I have  fallen  into  their  tract,  which  it  is 
by  no  means  my  design  to  do.  I refer  it  to  cer- 
tain men  and  certain  proceedings  disgraceful  to 
the  American  character;  and  calculated  to  “aid 
and  comfort”  the  enemy,  which  is  treason . 
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refer  to  his  past  honorable  conduct  and  compare  it 
•with  his  present  degraded  condition,  and  he  w-ill 
return,  repent  and  live-;  unless  his  system  be  wholly 
corrupt.  Thus  it  has  been  with  the  political  aberra 
tions  of  those  I call  the  tones — they  have  conceded 
one  point  after  another^  and  so  gradually  sunk 
themselves  into  crime,  that  they  cannot  be  made 
sensible  of  the  change  but  by  a broad  view  of  the 
high  ground  they  once  held.  Had  every  species  of 
the  war  that  Great  Britain  has  actually  waged 
against  us  for  many  years  been  huiled  upon  us  at 
. once,  the  sword  of  every  man  in  the  United 
States  would  have  appeared  a»  if  ready  to  leap 
from  its  scabbard  in  defence  of  our  rights. 

It  i-  not  ray  present  intention  to  travel  through 
the  list  ofdegradation  and  insult  and  observe  every 
step  the  people  of  the  United  States  made,  appa 
rently  determined  to  bear  no  more.  At  this  time 
I propose  to  notice  only  one  instance,  of  trifling 
importance  indeed,  but  sufficient  to  show'  the  gra 
dual  demy  of  patriotism  and  virtue.  It  is  an  un 
pleasant  task  to  seek  out  evidences  of  the  turpitude 
of  my  countrymen  ; but  in  observing  them  we  may 
find  wholesome  correctives  of  our  future  conduct, 
and  establish  the  fact  that  the  war  in  which  we 
have  engaged  is  purely  defensive. 

Suppose  a robber  and  murderer,  as  famous  as 
ever  spread  desolation  and  death  in  the  Appeniues  or 
Pyrenees , were  to  place  himself  on  the  highway  to 
rnolest  the  peaceablehusbandtnan  carrying  his  grain 
to  the  mill,  and  make  a spoil  of  the  provisions  : — 
suppose  that  this  robber  was  occasionally  to  carry 
oft  one  ot  the  iarmer’s  children,  and  have  the  infant 
transported  to  Turkey  and  sold  asaslave: — suppose, 
that  not  content  with  these,  the  marauder  should 
sometimes  approach  the  threshold  of  the  good  man’s 
house  and  discharge  his  pistols  at  the  family,  killing 
some  and  wounding  others: — suppose  that  whene 
ver,  he  beheld  one  of  the  farmer’s  people  at  work  in 
th.e  field,  he  were  to  let  loose  his  dags,  who  tore  the 
reeking,  scalp  from  man,  woman  and  child — old  age 
and  infancy,  for  which  he  cafressed  and  fed  them  : 
Would  the  husbandman,  that  took  up  his  rifle  and 
went  to  seek  this  wretch,  be  considered  as  acting 
offensively  ? 

This  metaphor  is  strictly  applicable  to  our  pre- 
sent controversy.  We  have  suffered  all  these  things 
in  their  most  extensive  latitude.  And  in  evidence 
that  we  have  never  offended — in  proof  that  the  go 
vernment  of  the  United  States  has  always  kept  it 
self  in  due  compass  with  all  nations,  let  me  ask  (as 
I have  frequently  done  for  several  years)  what 
FOREIGN  STATE  HAS  SENT  HITHER  A MESSENGER 
TO  PREFER  A COMPLAINT  AGAINST  US.  Here  is 
the  proud  stand  of  innocence  and  virtue — the  high 
ground  from  whence  to  view  the  contest,  and  trust 
in  heaven  for  its  issue.  We  now  proceed  to  note 
the  case  referred  to. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1806  the  whole  mer 
cantile  interest  of  the  United  States  was  in  a flame 
because  Great  Britain  had  assumed  the  right  of 
**  forbidding  that  trade,  of  neutrals  with  ihe  colonies  of 
her  enemy  which  was  refused  to  them  in  time  of  peace' 
— a small  matter,  compared  with  the  subsequent  re 
gulations  of  our  commerce  by  that  nation.  Against 
this  presumption,  Salem,  Boston , New-York , Phi- 
ladelphia, Baltimore , Norfolk , &.c.  through  com- 
mittees of  their  merchants,  remonstrated,  and  ap 
pealed  to  congress  for  redress.  These  committees 
be  it  noted,  in  all  cases,  were  composed  of  the  most 
respectable  merchants  m the  several  places,  and  of 
gentlemen  of  adverse  political  opinions,  as  to  our 
infernal  concerns. 


in  all  ot  these  memorials,  the  most  of  which  are 
lying  on  the  table  before  me,  this  disposition  was 
manifest — to  defend  the  trade  at  l he  cannon’s  mouth , 
if  negociation  should,  fail* 

The  Boston  memorial  (signed  by  James  Lloyd , 
jt\*  John  Coffin  Junes,  David  Greene,  George 
Cabot,  Arnold  Welles,  Thomas  ii.  Perkins  and 
David  Seers)  concludes  as  follows  ; 

“ At  all  events,  fully  reiving  that  the  subject  of 
our  differences  with  G.  Britain  will  receive  the  due 
consideration  of  government,  and  that  such  mea- 
sures will  in  consequence  be  promptly  adopted  ,as 
will  tend  to  disern harass  our  commerce,  assert  our 
rights  and  support  the  dignity  of  the  Uniced 
Slates.” 

The  Salem  memorial  says — “ Relying  on  the  wis- 
dom and  firmness,  of  the  general  government,  in  this 
behalf,  they  feel  no  hesitation  to  pledge  their  own 
lives  and  properties  in  support  of  the  measures  that 
may  be  adopted  to  vindicate  the  public  rights  and 
redress , the  public  wrongs.” 

! The  Philadelphia f memorial  signed  by  T omas 
F'uzsimons,  as  chairman,  and  the  committee  con- 
MSiing  of  20  gentlemen  of  mixed  politics — has  the 
following  paragraphs 

“ What  were  regarded  as  mischiefs  incident  to  a 
state  of  war,  temporary,  though  not  remediless,  are 
vindicated  upon  the  ground  of  right,  and  their  prac- 
tice is  reiterated  under  the  aut  hority  of  government 
and  receives  the  solemn  sanction  of  the  law.  From 
this  state  of  things  your  memorialists  perceive  at 
once  the  unavailing  nature  of  any  efforts  which  may 
have  been  made  by  their  own  government  for  (heir 
relief,  and  also  the  hopeless  nature  of  all  anticipa- 
tion of  redress  upon  the  grounds  they  expected, 
from' the  justice  to  others.  They,  moreover, 
foresee  in  the  prevalence  of  the  principles  and  con- 
tinuance of  the  practices  alluded  to  nothing  but  the 
ruin  of  individuals,  the  destruction  of  their  com- 
merce, and  the  degradation  of  the, r country.” 

“ To  preserve  peace  with  all  nations  is  admitted, 
without  reserve,  to  be  both  the  interest  and  policy 
of  the  United  States.  The)7  therefore  presume  to 
suggest  that  every  measure  not  inconsistent  with 
the  honor  of  the  nation,  by  which  the  great  object 
of  redress  and  security  may  be  attained,  should  first 
be  used.  If  such  measures  prove  ineffectual,  whate- 
ver may  be  the  sacrifice  on  their  part,  it  will  be  met 
with  submission,” 

The  Baltimore  memorial,  a most  elaborate  and  pro- 
found essay  on  the  rights  of  neutrals,  built  upon  the 
laws  of  nations, — in  which  this  pretension  of  Great 
Britain  is  shewn  to  be  illegal  and  unjust,  and  highly 
injurious,  has  the  following  paragraph  : 

“ Your  memorialists  will  not  trespass  upon  your 
time,  with  a recital  of  the  various  acts,  by  which 
our  coasts,  and  even  our  ports  and  harbors,  have 
been  converted  into  scenes  of  violence, and  depreda- 
tion ; by  which  the  security  of  our  trade 'and  pro- 
perty has  been  impaired  ; the  rights  of  our  territory 
invaded;  the  honor  of  our  country  insulted  and 
humiliated  ; and  our  gallant  countrymen  oppressed 
and  persecuted.  They  feel  it  to  be.  unnecessary  to 
ask,  that  the  force  of  the  na  ton  should  be  employed, 
in  repelling  and  chastising  the  lawless  freebooters , 
who  have  dared  to  spread  their  ravages  even  beyond 
the  seas,  which  form  the  principal  theatre  of  their 
piratical  exertions,  and  to  infest  our  shores  with 
their  irregular  and  ferocious  hostility.  These  are 

* Present  senator  in  congress  from  Massachusetts. 

f I cannot  at  present  lav  my  hand  upon  the  me- 
morial from  New  York.  But  it  is  ot  the  same  spirit 
as  the  rest-. 
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outrages  which  have  pressed  themselves,  in  a pecu 
liar  manner,  upon  the  notice  of  our  government, 
and  cannot  have  failed  to  excite  its  indignation,  and 
a correspondent  disposition  to  prevent  and.  redress 
them.” 

The  remonstrance  from  Baltimore  is  signed  by  26 
of  our  most  eminent  merchants,  thirteen  of  whom 
were  called. “ federalists. ” 

Such  were  the  professed  sentiments  of  all  themer 
chants  of  the  United  States  in  1SC6 — they  vvere  then 
willing  to  wage  defensive  war  in  maintainanceof  our 
right  to  be  the  carriers  of  foreign  produce,  to  foreign 
countries.  It  is  useless  to  travel  thiough  the  vari 
oils  orders  in  council  that  issued  since  that  time; 
one  of  which  imposed  a duty  or  tribute  on  our  own 
goods  for  the  privilege  of  carrying  them  to  market: 
this  has  since  been  repealed,  but  others  were  in 
force  that  not  only  forbid  the  right  of  neutral  a to 
deal  m foreign  produce,  but  actually  shut  up  the 
greater  part  of  Europe  to  the  introduction  of  any 
articles  the  growth  of  their  own  soil. 

Though  these  commercial  restrictions,  in  my 
opinion,  are  one  of  the  weakest  causes  ol  complaint 
we  have  against  Britain,  being  so  far  transcended  by 
her  impressments  and  .outrages  on  our  coast  ■ and 
frontiers,  how  can  those  who  elt  so  much  zeal  to 
defend  the.  right  of  the  United  Suites  to  the  carrying 
trade , affect,  to  believe  that  we  are  now  engaged  in 
an  offensive  war,  seeing  the  same  nation  has 
assumed  to  itself,  (and  actually  exercised)  the  right! 
to  regulate  the  whole  foreign  commerce  of  the  U.  j 
Stages,  bv  a mere  order  in  council? 

Reverting  to  the  position  from  whence  we  start 
ed,  how  plainly  does  it  appear  that  some  of  us  have 
gradually  descended  from  the  proud  eminence  of 
freedom  and  independence  until  vt  ehavereached the 
extreme  point  of  degradation  and  slavery.  And 
how  manifest  is  it,  that  if  Great  Britain  had  attempt- 
ed all  her  restrictions  at  once  (which  many  now 
would  tolerate  and  justify)  that  the  whole  people  of 
the  United  States,  bv  one  spontaneous  act,  would 
have  resisted  the  outrage? 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  insinuate  that  the  gentlemen 
men  who  signed  the  memorials  in  1806, or  those  for 
whom  they  generally  acted  haveshifted  theirground ; 
I know  the  fact  is  contrary  to  the  supposition,  in 
this  city  at  least.  But  in  what  light  does  it  place 
the  tones  who  are  now  clamoring  for  commerce,  and 
affecting  to  believe  that  this  war  waged  to  support 
it,  is  offensive  ? 


A Case  of  Impressment. 

PREFATORY  REMARKS. 

Will  not  the  time  arrive  when  narrations  like  that 
which  follows  will  be  regarded  in  the  same  light 
as  the  Tales  of  the  Genii  ? Future  generations  of 
the  American  people  will  not  surely  believe  that 
their  ancestors,  immortal  in  history  for  their  re 
sistance  of  oppression  and  earnest  devotion  to  in 
dependence  and  liberty,  really  submitted  to  such 
outrages  from  the  cruel  agents  of  that  country 
thev  had  so  recently  humbled.  We,  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  know'  and  feel  the  horrid  certainty  of 
these  things.  We  have  endured  them  for  years, 
with  a degree  of  patience  to  which  Job  himself 
was  a stranger  ; and  at  last  are  compelled  to  re 
sist  them  by  force,  having  exhausted  every  other 
alternative,  and  appealed  to  reason  and  justice  in 
vain.  The  case  of  poor  Brown  is  not  singular — 
the  fate  of  that  injured  man  has  been  the  fate  of 
thousands.  P emature  death  is  the  twin-compa- 
nion of  oppression. 


But  much  less  will  posterity,  dazzled  by  the  splen*- 
dors  of  the  Washingtons,  Warren*  ai  d Montgcr 
menji — the  Hancocks , Adams  and  Jefferson  $ — • 
of  the  revolution,  suppose  it  possible,  that,  in  a 
few  years,  many  among  us  were  become  so  par- 
tial to  the  tyrant  of  the  sea.  or  so  deeply  involved 
in  a Carthaginian  spirit  for  trade,  as  to  barter  our 
parents,  our  country  and  cur  Goo  for  the  pit- 
tance of  commerce  that  Great  Britain  was  pleas- 
ed to  allow  to  us  under  her  orders  in  council ; the 
effect  of  which  was  “to  bind  us  in  all  cases  what- 
soever.” Would  to  heaven,  that  the  record  of 
the  fact  could  be  expunged  from  the  pages  of 
history ; that  we  of  this  generation  may  be  es- 
teemed worthy  of  that  which  preceded  us  ! 

Ever  since  1 began  to  think  and  reason  upon  thee 
subject,  I have  believed  that  no  American,  whose 
blood  was  not  as  cold  as  a serpent’s,  could  set 
down  calmly  arid  deliberately  to  seek  out  excuses 
for  the  impressment  of  his  fellow  citizens,  neigh- 
bors and  fr  iends  ; but  such  thcreare.  The  heaits 
of  these  men  aptly  fit  them  for  Russian  boors  or 
Jew  dealers  in  old  clothes.  They  ate  destitute df 
every  generous  feeling,  or  prepared  to  stifle  it  for 
the  sake  of  making  a penny.  They  are  a kind  of 
creatures  that  I have  always  avoided  as  I would  a 
cockatrice  ; if  my  own  brother  were  of  the  number 
I would  believe  him  capable  of  calling  me  to  the 
first  Midiahiivih  dealer  in  human  flesh  that  should 
pass  by,  provided  he  Cduld  screen  his  conduct 
from  the  world. 

But  there  are  many  of  these  persons  in  the  United' 
States.  Look  at  the  newspapers.  IIow  often  do 
we  observe  all  the  hard  words  in  the  dictionary 
impressed  Into  the  service,  to  give  a deep  color  to 
some  act'of  “ horrible  piracy”  committed  on 
insensible  articles  of  merchandize  and,  crowded 
among  the  “ship  news,”  find  a single  line  of  small 
type  simply  stating  that  one  of  “ his  majesty’s” 
vessels  boarded  an  American  ship,  and  carried  off 
as  many  MEN  as  “ his  majesty’s”  officer  pleas- 
ed, guiltless  of  offence  and  even  unsuspected  of 
crime  ! 

In  a late  publication  in  the  shape  of  an  appeal  to  the 
people  (by  the  minority  in  congress)  much  inge- 
nuity has  been  exercised  to  give  the  practice  of 
impressment  a cobweb  covering,  sufficient  to 

* From  a late  London  Pater. 

Monday,  a court  martial  was  held  on  board  Sal- 
vador defMundo,  in  Hamoaze,  for  the  trial  of  lieu- 
tenant Herbert  Caiger,  or  his  majesty’s  ship  Uni- 
corn, on  a charge  prefered  against  him  as, the  officer 
who  boarded  the  American  schooner  fly,  of.  Balti- 
more, prize  to  the  Unicorn,  of  having  been  con- 
cerned in  taking  away  some  paint,  oif,  and  other 
stores  from  her.  After  a minute  investigation  of  the 
circumstances,  it  appeared  that  a small  quantity  of 
paint  had  been  given  Mr.  Caiger  by  the  master  of 
the  Fly,  and  had  been  expended  in  painting  the 
Unicorn,  and  as  to  any  other  stores  they  had  been 
discovered  in  the  chests  of  the  Americans  them- 
selves. The  court  were  therefore  of  opinion  that 
the  letter  from  a Mr.  Petit,  containing  the  deposi- 
tion of  the  master  of  the  Fly,  and  which  had  led  to 
the  present  investigation,  was  a gross  misrepresen- 
tation of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  Unicorn, 
and  did  in  consequence  adjudge  the  said  lieutenan  t 
Herbert  Caiger.  to  be  most  fully  acquitted.  1 resi- 
dent, Pultney  Malcom,  esq.  captain  oi  the  Channel 
fleet. 

Had  this  fellow  stolen  fifty  men,  ( Americans)  he 
would  have  been  promoted,  instead  of  arraigned  be- 
fore a court-martial. 
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shew  the  to  ill  to  justify  ; but  too  flimsy  to  an- 
swer any  other  purpose.  It  is  not  my  present 
intention  to  offer  the  opinion  1 generally  hold  of 
this  address,  but  to  express  my  regret  that  even 
so  small  a number  as  thirty  four  persons  could  be 
found  on  any  one  spot,  to  unite  in  straining  their 
faculties  to  furnish  arguments  in  favor  of  a prac- 
tice that  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain  have  never 
presumed  to  use,  maintaining  it  chiefly  on  the 
plea  of  necessity.  1 freely  confess  that  1 have  not 
charily  enough  (if  the  word  may  be  applied  to  the 
obiect)  to  attempt  to  unravel  the  twistings  of  the 
special  pleaders.  As  with  a besom,  I would  brush 
away  their  sophistry  by  simply  asking,  Would 
Great  Britain  permit  her  ships  io  be  searched  and 
Hick  seamen  to  be  curried  off,  at  the  discretion  yj' j 
any  American  officer  who  pleased  to  take  them  ? j 

It  is  a shameful  excuse  that  Britain  is  entitled  to  the  | 
services  of  her  own  seamen,  and  that  Americans 
are  so  much  “ assimilated  in  blood,  language,  in 
tercourse,”  &.c.  that  the  iC proper  discrimination’5 
cannot  be  made.  The  right  of  expatriation  was 
maintained  by  a seven  years  war;  and  ever  since 
the  first  settlement  of  these  states,  it  has  been  the 
policy  of  our  rulers  to  encourage  emigrants  from 
Europe,  by  readily  bestowing  the  privileges  of  ci 
tisenship  ; and  this  being  done,  by  an  act  of  our 
own  free  will  and  accord,  we  are  bound  to  protect 
them,  for  we  make  them  our  brethren.  But  for 
this  purpose  we  have  certain  legal  forms,  and  re- 
quire several  years  residence.  Great  Britain 
makes  subjects  from  the  me  re,  fact  of  serving  two 
years  on  board  her  navy ; and  then  a certificate 
to  that  effect  from  an  officer  in  her  fleets  give* 
to  the  possessor  all  the  rights  and  privileges  that 
a native  born  subject  can  claim.  Why  exercise 
this  high  power  herself  and  deny  it  to  other  sove- 
reign nations  ? But  this  pretence  is  hollow  in 
other  respects  ; for  G.  Britain  impresses  Swedes, 
Danes  and  Germans,  when  found  on  board  our 
vessels,  as  freely  as  she  impresses  known  Irish 
men,  Scotchmen  or  Englishmen.  IIovv  will  the 
thirty-four  gentlemen  “file  a bill  of  exceptions5-’ 
in  favor  of  this  ? It  goes  to  shew  that  the  British 
recruit  their  navy  upon  the  same  principle  that  a 
West-Indian  planter  obtains  his  slaves,  which  is 
power;  without  regard  to  any  thing  else  than  the 
senjices  of  the  persons  kidnapped. 

Again — In  the  realm  of  Great  Britain , where  the 
right  to  the  services  ofher  subjects  is  certainly  the 
strongest,  a man  is  justified  in  killing  another 
that  attempts  to  impress  him.  If  then,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  laws,  impressment  may  be  re- 
pelled, how  shall  we  excuse  it  on  board  an  Ame 
ricun  vessel  without  the  British] u risciic  t ton , legal 
ly  pursuing  their  way  upon  the  high  seas  ? 

The  minority  in  Congress  call  the  claim  we  make, 
that  the  flag  shall  protect  those  who  sail  under  it 
— “ a dubious  right55 — “ an  extreme  right*’ — “ an 
abstract  right.”  It  is  a novel  pretence  that  it 
should  be  so  termed  ? Nay,  for  it  is  as  old  as  the 
common  law , and  equally  binding  ; as  it  is  claimed 
to  every  nation  under  the  canopy  oj  Heaven,  and 
Great  Britain  especially.  Can  a thing 
which  is  agreed  upon  by  all  be  considered  a* 
doubtful  ?**  Can  a right  be  “ exh  eme”  which 
all  pretend  to  ? It  is  an  “ abstract ” principle  that 
has  been  recoguised  from  the  earliest  period  of 
national  law,  by  every  nation  ? It  never  was  dis- 
puted, that  l have  heard  of,  until  Great  Britain , 
jealous  of  our  commercial  importance  and  desti 
tute  of  a sufficient  number  of  seamen  to  subserve 
the  purposes  of  her  giant  ambition,  chose  to  put 
it  to  question,  ate  applicable  io  the  United  States 


And  even  yet  their  grand  plea  is  that  of  necessity, 
which  supercedes  law  ; and  because  they  are  fight- 
ing for  the  religion  and  liberties  of  the  world  i — - 
The  reasoning  of  the  thirty -four  gentlemen  brings 
to  my  mind  a aispute  I once  had  with  a very  liberal 
schoolmaster  respecting  the  meaning  ot  a word. 

1 proposed  to  abide  the  decision  of  Johnson,  She- 
ridan, Walker,  Bailey , or  any  other  orthoepist 
that  he  could  produce.  Several  were  produced  ; 
he  still  considered  the  matter  as  doubtful ; and 
Anally,  in  the  face  of  all  these  venerable  expoun- 
ders of  the  laws  of  language,  settled  the  point  by 
pronouncing  them  fools!— -In  the  present  case, 
the  usage  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Russia,  Turkey  and  Great  Britain 
herself,  is  against  the  impressment  of  their  seve- 
ral subjects  but  by  themselves  within  their  respec- 
tive dominions — and  neither  of  them  will  admit 
that  another  may  overhaul  her  vessels’  crews  on 
the  high  seas  for  the  purpose  of  searching  for  men 
— but  thirty  four  members  of  an  American  Con- 
gress would  grant  this  privilege,  for  the  especial 
use  of  Great  Britain,  out  of  jiure  generosity. — 
Were  they  themselves  to  be  impressed  and  feel  the 
cat  o’nine  tails  of  the  boatswain,  morning,  noon 
and  night,  as  some  of  their  fellow  citizens  (as 
good  men  as  they)  have  done,  I very  much  sus- 
pect they  would  abandon  their  logic. 

With  these  passing  remarks  I dismiss  the  address 
and  the  subject  together  for  the  present — and  in- 
troduce the  reader  to  the  narration  that  gave  rise 
to  them.  It  is  copied  from  the  Harford  Mercury. 

Mu.  JAMES  BROWN, 

Was"born  in  Ashfordj  Connecticut;  when  of  age 
he  was  fond  of  a seaman’s  life,  and  soon  became 
mate  of  a merchantman.  Ilis  relatives  in  Ashford 
heard  nothing  from  him  for  about  four  years  ; until 
in  April  last  they  received  a letter  which  he  wrote 
them,  dated  1st  November  181 1 , on  board  the  Bri- 
tish 74<  gun  ship,  called  the  Conqueror,  at  the  island 
of  Minorca , from  which  the  following  extracts  are 
taken. 

“Dear  brother, — I am  sorry  to  acquaint  you 
with  my  unfortunate  situation,  but  necessity  obliges 
me.  I sailed  from  the  West  Indies  in  1807  for  Eu- 
rope. I was  captured  by  the  Halifax  sloop  of  war, 
and  taken  into  Portsmouth.  I waited  there  nine 
months,  and  no  probability  of  the  ship  being  cleared, 
I left  her  to  return  to  America.  Mv  clothes  and  pro- 
tection being  in  the  Halifax,  and  she  gone  to  Ireland, 
I was  forced  to  leave  them,  but  what  was  worse,  my 
protection  ; but  I had  the  certificate  you  recollect  i 
got  from  the  town  clerk,  when  last  at  home.  Be- 
fore 1 sailed  from  England,  I was  impressed  into 
an  English  man  of  war  I wrote  to  Mr.  Lyman, 
American  consul  at  London,  and  sent  my  certificate. 
He  made  application  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
and  they  sentdown  my  discharge.  I went  to  Lisbon 
from  England,  in  hopes  to  fall  in  with  an  American 
ship  bound  home  ; as  there  was  none  at  Portsmouth. - 
Being  on  shore  one  day  at  Lisbon,  I was  impressed 
by  a gang  and  brought  on  bcjrd  of  the  Conqueror, 
where  I am  still  confined  ; neither  have  I been  al- 
lowed to  put  my  foot  on  shore  since  I was  brought 
on  board,  which  is  now  three  years. — O mv  brother  ! 
think  of  my  hard  fate,  to  be  so  long  confined,  and 
not  half  victuals  enough  to  cat,  and  constant  hard 
work  ; but  I trust  in,  the  Almighty  to  release  me  vet, 
for  it  is  through  his  goodness  alone  that  I have  so 
long  survived.  When  1 first  came  on  board  I to)d 
the  captain  that  I was  an  American,  and  offered  to 
show  him  rny  discharge  from  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
j rally  f»«m  the  English  service,  but  he  told  me  to  go 
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to  work  and  would  not  look -at  it.  VVesailed  from 
Lisbon  to  Madeira,  in  quest  of  the  French  fleet, 
and  back  into  Cadiz.  I there  wrote  to  Mr.  Heck 
1 y,  American  consul,  and  told  him  my  deplorable 
situation.  The  captain  got  news  of  my  trying  to 
gain  my  freedom,  and  put  me  in  irons , and  threaten- 
ed to  inflict  a severe  punishment  by  flogging  me,  if 
ever  I did'the  like  again.  I wrote  again  notwith 
standing  his  threats. — I have  wrote  to  every  consul 
■where  we  have  been,  but  when  they  make  appfica 
tion  to  the  captains,  they  tell  them  that  we  are  some 
■vagabonds  that  say  we  are  Americans,  and  are  not ; 
and  that  satisfies  them.  There  was  an  American  cap 
tain  came  on  board  to  see  me  in  Cadiz  ; he  told  me 
he  had  been  speaking  to  the  consul  about  me.  But 
he  sailed  soon  after,  and  I heard  no  more  about  it. 
I was  kept  in  irons  until  the  ship  came  out  of  Ca 
diz,  and  then  let  loose  and  put  to  my  duty  again.— 
we  then  came  up  the  Mediteranean,  to  blockade  the 
French  fleet  at  Toulon.  I have  wrote  home  several 
times  before,  but  have  never  received  any  answer.- — 
I hope  that  this  will  be  made  public  by  inserting  in 
the  papers,  that  government  may  see  the  necessity 
©f  taking  means  Tor  the  releasing  American  seamen 
out  of  the  British  service,  where  there  are  thou 
sands  of  them.  There  is  a great  number  in  this  fleet, 
and  in  this  ship,who  all  join  me  in  my  request. — For 
God’s  sake  if  you  have  any  regard  for  me,  continue 
to  write  to  the  consul  in  London,  and  likewise  to 
xne  until  you  hear  from  me.  Ifni)  mother  is  living, 
you  must  not  let  her  know  my  distress,  for  I am 
afraid  she  will  take  it  too  much  to  heart.  I long  to 
see  her,  and  all  of  you  once  more,  but  am  afraid  I 
never  shall.  We  expect  the  fleet  to  come  out  soon, 
and  when  they  do  it  will  be  horrid  work,  and  many 
thousands  killed,perhaps  rne,  but  death  would  not  be 
unwelcome  to  me,  if  I was  prepared  to  meet  my 
God. 

“Thebattle  of  the  President  with  the  Little  Belt 
makes  a great  noise  in  the  fleet,  and  we  expect 
war  between  the  two  nations  soon.  1 hope  so,  and 
perhaps  I will  one  day  or  other  be  able  to  revenge 
myself  on  those  that  now  tyrannize  over  me. 

Yourloving  brother  till  death,  . 

. “James  brown.” 

Nov.  1st,  1811. 

“ N.  B.  When  1 wrote  to  the  consul  in  Cadiz, 
this  captain  asked  me  to  shew  him  my  admiralty 
discharge,  which  1 did.  After  he  got  it  out  of  my 
hand,  he  would  not  give  it  to  me  again,  or  I should 
have  sent  it  to  England  before  now,  and  that  would  ! 
have  released  me,  but  1 asked  him  for  it  and  he 
would  not  give  it  to  me.” 

It  now  appears  that  last  fall  his  health  and  strength 
began  to  sink  under  the  pressure  of  hardships  and 
sorrows,  he  declined  until  E.  Fellows , the  captain 
aforesaid,  finding  him  too  far  gone  for  further  ser 
vice,  sent  him  from  the  ship,  and  gave  from  under 
his  hand  a writing,  certifying  that  said  Brown,  had 
“ served  as  an  able  seaman  on  board  his  majesty’s 
“ship  Conqueror,  from  the  19th  July  1808,  to  the 
I2th  January  1812.”  He  was  placed  in  the  hospital 
at  Plymouth,  in  England,  where  he  applied  for  and 
obtained  a release  on  the  account,  and  for  reason 
that  he  was  “ an  American  citizen.”  This  release 
bears  date 21st.  February  1812,  and  is  signed  by  the 
agent,  and  countersigned  by  the  governor  of  the 
hospital.  He  came  to  Boston  in  a cartel  last  May, 
languishing  in  the  hist  stagt  of  a consumption.  His 
friends  having  heard  nothing  from  him  since  the 
arrival  of  the  first  mentioned  letter,  were  anxiously 
engaged  In  procuring  papers  to  obtain  his  release, 
when  on  the  27th  May,  they  received  one  more  let- 


ter fi  om  him  at  Boston,  in  which  he  wrote. ct  1 take 
“ this  opportunity  of  .informing  you  where  1 am.  I 
“ am  in  Boston  hospital,  and  lying  at  the  point  of 
“death  : and  if  you  wish  to  see  me  alive,  pray  come 
immediately.” — By  hastening  to  the  place,  the  dis- 
consolate widow,  his  mother,  obtained  a sight  of 
her  expiring  son.  He  died  on  the  31st  May  1S12, 
a victim  of  British  cruelty.  At  his  particular  re- 
quest his  body  was  brought  to  the  phcc  of  his  na- 
tivity' for  burial.  An  appropriate  sermon  was  deli- 
vered on  the  occasion,  by  Rev.  Thccphihis  Smith, 
from  Job,  3d  chapter,  17th,  18th  and  19th  verses. — 
There  the  wicked  cease  J rom  troubling  ; and  there  the 
to  ear  y be  at  rest.  There  the  pri  oners  rest  together  ; 
they  hear  not  the  voice  of  the  oppressor.  The  small 
and  the  great  are  there  ; and  the  servant  is  free  ft  om 
his  master. 


Secret  Service  Money. 

No  less  a sum  than  700,000/.  is  appointed  for  se- 
cret service  money  for  the  year  1-776  {take  care  ot 
bribery.) — Dunlap’s  Maryland  Gazette , March  5, 
1776. 

It  would  be  a envious  fact  to  ascertain  how  great 
a sum  is  spent  in  the  United  Slates  at  this  time. — 
The  appropriation  for  1813,  if  the  present  war  con- 
tinues, will  probably  be  more  than  two  millions  ; 
and  many  Arnolds  will  be  made. 


The  Jersey  Prison  Ship. 

Text — Great  Britain  is  the  shield  of  afflicted 
humanity — she  is  fighting  for  the  religion  and  liber- 
ties of  the  world. 

Comment. — The  following  is  taken  from  a Con- 
necticut paper  published  at  New  London  on  the 
25th  day  of  April,  1783,  by  the  late  Timothy 
Green,  Esq. 

“7o  all  printers  of  public  newspapers. 

Tell  it  to  the  world,  and  let  it  be  published  m 
every  new-paper  throughout  America,  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa,  to  the  everlasting  disgrace  and 
infamy  of  the  British  king’s  commanders  at  New- 
Yoik— 

That  during  the  late  war,  ELEVEN  THOU- 
SAND SIX  HUNDRED  and  FORTY  FOUR 
American  prisoners,  have  suffered  death  by  their 
inhuman,  cruel,  savage  and  barbarous  usage  on 
board  the  filthy  and  malignant  British  prison  ship 
Called  the  jersey,  lying  at  New-York.  Britons, 
tremble  lest  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  fall  on  your 
Isle,  for  the  blood  of  the  unfortunate  victims  !” 

[A  gentleman  who  was  confined  in  this  hell  on 
the  water,  afterwards  a respectable  trader  of  Phila- 
delphia, informed  the  editor  of  the  Register  some 
years  ago,  that  the  hardest  battle  he  ever  fought  in 
his  life  was  with  a fellow  prisoner  on  board  of  the 
Jersey  ; and  the  object  ol  contention  was  the  putrifi- 
ed  carcase  of  a starved  rat  !] 


Military  Notices. 

Naval  affairs.- — The  American  vessel  with  a 
cargo,  from  Liverpool,  captured  bv  the  British  brig 
Plumper,  was  the  ship  Margaret,  laden  with  13,000 
bushels  of  salt,  364  crates  of  earthen  ware,  and  a 
quantity  of  ironmongery.  She  is  a fine  new  vessel, 
coppered  to  the  bend,  and  has  been  re  captured  by 
the  privateer  Teazcr  of  New  Yoik.  She  had  on 
board  a prize  mas  to  and  12  seamen.  Her  cargo  is 
valued  at  $ 50,000,  and  is  safe  in  Portland. 
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A British  brig  and  4 schooners  and  an  American 
shallop  laded  wifh  dry  goods,  have  arrived  at  Salem, 
prize*  to  the  Jefferson  and  Dolphin  privateers. 

Three  Nova-Scotia  shallops,  prizes  to  the  Lion 
privateer,  have  arrived  at  Marblehead — having  Eu 
g'lishand  West  India  goods  and  some  thousand  dol- 
lars in  specie. 

The  British  Government  Transport,  No.  50, 
-(having  two  guns,  musquetry  and  12  men  who  would 
not Jigkt-f)  prize  to  the  Madison  (1  gun)  privateer, 
has  arrived  at  Gloucester — She  vras  from  Halifax, 
for  Si>.  Johns,  {under  convoy  of  the  Indian  sloop  of 
war,  but  which  left  her  to  chase  a privateer,  suppo- 
sed the  Pollv,  of  Salem) — with  100  quarter  casks 
gunpowder,  880  suits  uniform  for  the  104th  (British) 
regiment  light  infantry, some  bales  superfine  clothes 
for  officer’s  uniforms,  10  casks  wine,  drums,  trum- 
pets, and  other  camp  equipage,  &c.  Site  is  a fine 
brig  of  290  tons,  and  with  her  cargo  is  supposed  to 
be  worth  50,000  dollars. 

The  Madison  has  also  captured,  after  a smart  com 
bat,  the  British  brig  Eliza  of  6 guns.  The  priva 
teer  carries  hut  one;  and  had 2 men  wounded.  The 
captain  of  the  Eliza  was  also  wounded,  supposed 
mortally. 

An  English  brig  laden  with  sugar  and  six  or  se- 
ven rebels  from  Eastport,  prizes,  have  arrived  safe 
at  seve:  al  ports. 

The  Plumper  after  taking  from  one  American  ves- 
sel <$  2,1  On,  from  another  $2,300  and  from  a third 
$5,300  suffered  them  to  proceed.  She  has  captured 
8 orlO  in  all. 

The  Sp  irtan  38,  Shannon  38,  Guerriere38,  and 
Eohis  of  32  guns,  arrived  at  Halifax  July  1. 

The  British  brig  of  war  Bioodhound  (a  despatch 
vessel  ! jeaptured  by  the  letter  ofmarqueCora,  of  Bal- 
timore, and  carried  into  Annapolis,  a few  days  ago, 
we  learn  has  been  restored,  but  will  find  some  diffi- 
culty iu  “ working  her  passage”  home  ; the  greater 
part  of  the  crew  having  been  carried  on  shove  as 
prisoners , refusing  their  liberty  and  the  high  privi- 
leges of  British  subjects,  have  claimed  the  protec 
lion  of  the  soil,  and  preferred  to  reside  amongst  us. 
It  is  stated  that  the  crew  of  the  schooner  limiting, 
mentioned  in  our  last,  have  also  absolutely  refused 
to  go  on  board  that  vessel  again — and  we  have  no 
law,  if  we  had  the  will,  to  compel  them!  Among 
the  crew  of  the  Bloodhound,  several  gentlemen  at 
Annapolis  recognized  an  American  who  had  been 
impressed  three  years  before.  He  was  restored  to 
his  country.  We  learn  that  several  of  the  British 
sailors,  panting  for  revenge, have  already  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  service,  or  entered  onboard  our 
privateers. 

An  English  fleet  of  about  180  vessels  sailed  from 
the  West- Indies  about  the  3d  inst.  We  suppose 
that  the  destination  of  some  of  them  will  be  chang- 
ed. S 

A British  schooner  that  arrived  at  Amelia-Island 
some  days  ago,  from  New  Providence,  with  $20,000 
in  specie,  on  board,  has  been  “ detained ” by  the  re- 
venue cutter.  The  prizes  lately  made  in  this  place 
are  of  great  value. 

We  are  pleased  to  observe  the  spirit  that  prevails 
in  the  eastern  states,  though  obstructed  and  discou 
raged  by  the  friends  of  Great  Britain.  They  are  full 
of  patriotism  and  a determination  to  end  the’  war  a-, 
soon  as  possible,  by  distressing  the  enemv  as  much 
as  they  can.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  one  port  in 
these  states  from  W'hicii  one  or  more  privateers  have, 
not  sailed,  or  are  not  preparing  to  sail.  The  number 
afloat  this  day  is  about  100. 

The.  British  have  captured  and  burnt  on  Lake 
Ontario,  two  American  vessels — one  of  them  had 


4,000  dollars  in  specie  on  board.  The  report  of  the 
capture  of  the  Ro3rai  George  is  not  confirmed. 

The  militia  at  Pultenyville,  Ontario  county,  N. 
Y.  have  captured  a British  merchant  vessel  on  the 
Lake. 

A gentleman  from  Savannah  last  evening  (says 
the  Augusta  Chronicle)  brings  information  that  an 
express  had  arrived  there  from  governor  A1  itch  ell, 
dated  St.  Mary’s  statiug  that  on  receiving  the  first 
intelligence  of  a declaration  of  war,  he  had  taken 
immediate  possession  of  17  British  vessels,  lying  in 
that  river,  and  in  the  harbor  of  Amelia  Island,  which, 
were  loaded  with  timber  for  the  use  of  their  navy. 

A fine  British  brig,  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  St. 
Johns,  has  arrived  at  Marblehead,  a prize  to  the 
Lion  and  Snow-Bird  privateers.  She  had  six  guiw 
but.  made  no  resistance. 

A British  squadron  of  one  ship  of  64  guns  and 
three  frigates  are  on  our  coast,  cruizing  between 
New-Yorkand  the  Delaware  bay. 

Commodore  Rodgers  was  spoken  July  2,  with 
his  squadron  lying  to,  for  fear  of  passing  the  Jamaica 
fleet,  “ which  he  judged  to  be  fifty  mile3  apart.” 

The  ship  Maria,  from  Lisbon  with  $32,000  on 
board  has  been  captured  by  the  British. 

The  British  will  be  taught  a useful  lesson  by  the 
American  seamen  ; so  long  accustomed  to  conquer 
and  strike  a panic  by  the  mere  appearance  of  their 
ships,  they  have  become  proportionably  vain  and 
presumptuous.  In  the  revolutionary  war  we  cannot 
call  to  mind  a solitary  instance  in  which  they  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  one  of  our  vessels  with  an  equal 
force,  either  by  cunning  or  arms.  “ Jonathan”  was 
ready  for  John  Bull  in  any  way.  The  following 
account  of  an  engagement  between  two  vessels  of 
an  equal  force  will  shew  that  the  old  spirit  remains 
in  our  people.  The  Polly  has  but  one  gun  and  40 
men. 

Arrived  at  salem, July  15,  British  sloop  Endea- 
vor, Newman,  of  Bermuda,  from  Newfoundland, 
bound  to  St.  Andrews,  with  sugar,  prize  to  the  pri- 
vateer sloop  Polly  of  this  port.  The  prize  master 
of  the  Endeavor  informs,  that  off  Cape  Sable,  the 
Polly  and  Dolphin  privateers  discovered  a ship  and 
brig  in  company,  both  of  which  they  took  to  be 
merchantmen,  and  their  determination  was  in  the 
first  place  to  board  the  ship — but  having  proceeded 
nearly  within  gun  shot  of  the  ship,  discovered  her 
to  be  an  English  sloop  of  war  of  22  guns  ! (probably 
the  Indian)  when  she  immediately  crowded  all  sail 
and  stood  for  the  Pcdly  firing  several  (shot3  at  her, 
which  hoveever  did  not  reach  her.  It  afterwards 
coming  on  cajm  the  sloop  cf  war  manned  out  her 
launch  with  about  40  men,  and  coming  within 
musket  shot,  gave  three  cheers,  and  commenced  a 
brisk  fire  of  musquetry  and  1 four  pounder, which  the 
Polly  immediately  returned  with  such  a tremen- 
deous  fire  of  musquetry  and  langrage,  that  in  a few 
minutes  the  launch  was  silenced;  and  struck  her 
colours.  The  sloop  of  war  being  nearly  within  gun 
shot,  the  privateer  took  to  her  sweeps,  and  succeed- 
ed in  making  her  escape.  The  loss  of  the  English- 
men could  not  be  ascertained,  but  it  must  hare 
been  immense.  The  launch  came  up  to  the  Polly 
with  sixteen  sweeps— only  five  could  be  seen  when 
she  returned  to  the  ship.  The  sloop  sustainsd  no 
injury  ! The  brig  that  was  in  company  is  the 
transport  that,  has  been  sent  into  Gloucester,  having 
been  captured  by  the  Madison  while  the  sloop  of  war 
was  in  chase  of  the  Polly. 

ARMY  AFFAIRS.— Five  thousand  troops,  re- 
gulars and  militia,  are  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Niagara — a force  amply  sufficient  for  every  present 
purpose.  The  state  and  people  of  New  York  have 
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made- the  most  noble  and  gallant  exertions  in  aid 
of  tne  common  cause  ; and  it  is  pleasant  to  ob 
serve  that  all  party  distinctions  are  swallowed  inj 
the  question  between  Americans  and  Englishmen, 
and  their  allies  the  savages.  Whole  companies  of 
those  called  federalists  are  voluntarily  under  arms 
,and  in  actual  service. 

Adjutant  general  Cushing  is  at  New  York.  Two 
companies  of  Hght(or  flying)  artillery  have  marched 
from  Patilus  Hook,  where  they  weie  encamped,  to 
the  northward.  The  inspector  general  left  Wash- 
ington city  for  Albany  on  Sunday  last. 

Fourteen  hundred  United  States  troops  were  ex- 
pected at  St.  Johns  (East  Florida)  on  the  9th  of 
July.  A few  Spanish  troops  had  arrived  in  that 
country  from  Havana,  and  others  were  expected. 
Considerable  bodies  c •'  volunteers  from  Georgia 
v/ere  marching  to  assist  in  terminating  the  con- 
trolefsy. 

General  Hull  has  arrived  at  Detroit  with  3,200 
'men.  Malden , the  Pandora  box  of  that  part  of  the 
world,  has  a garrison  of  three  hundred  regular 
troops.  It  was  not  supposed  they  would  be  able 
to  make  a very  formidable  defence  ; but  it  is  said 
that  the  general  for  r,a:,t  of  certain  supplies  was  not 
prepared  to  attack  them. 

The  first  Baltimore  prize  arrived  at  this  port  on 
Thursday.  She  is  a British  schooner,  laden  with 
sugar,  captured  by  the  Dolphin,  and  valued  at 
$18,000.  Wc  have  10  privateers  now  at  sea,  and 
several  others  nearly  ready — and  in  a;  little  time  hope 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  many  captures 
by  them. 

Onboard  the  Margaret,  re  captured  by  the  Tea 
jser  of  New  A:  ork  were  found  two  letters  from  the 
commander  of  the  British  brig  Plumper.  Thefol- 
Jqwi.ng  is  sn  extract  from  one  of  them,  addressed  to 
admiral  Sawyer. 

“ Finding  some  few  dollars  in  the  brig  which  1 
have  taken,  I thought  it  more  wise  to  take  them  out, 
as  there  is  no  difficulty  in  sharing  them,  and  our 
'people  are  very  poor,  some  of  them  having  had 
NO  MONEY  FOR-  THESE  NINE  YEAJtS  PAST. 

The  inhabitants  neaf  Ogdensburgh,  have  lately 
captured  ll'  batteaus  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river, 
loaded  with  arms  and  ammunition,  belonging  to  the 
British. 

The  Chronicle. 

After  much  negotiation,  the  prince  regent  has,  at 
length,  succeeded  in  finding  persons  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  high  offices  of  state.  Wellesley  and  Can- 
Ria  -r  have  either  refused  to  make  a part  of  the  hatch, 
or  been  rejected  ; and  not  one  of  the  prince’s  old 
friends  and  associates  are  in  the  new  ministry; 
which  , with  one  or  two  minor  changes  of  persons 
and  oSioes,  is  a continuation  of  the  old. 

The  London  Courier  of  June  11,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing cabinet  nominations  : 

Earl  of  Liverpool, first  lord  cf  the  treasury  ; Mr. 
Vansittart,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ; lord  El- 
don, lord  chancellor  ; earl  Harrowby,  president  of 
the  council  ; lord  Castlercugh,  secretary  of  state 
(foreign)  ; Sid  mob  th,  home  secretary  ; Bathurst, 
secretary  of  war  , lord  Melville,  admiralty  ; earl 
Westmoreland, ’privy  seal  ; lord  Buckinghamshire 
board  of  controul  ; lord  Mulgrave,  ordnance. 

By  this  arrangement,  lor  d Liverpool,  the  noto 
rictus  Jenklnson , is  prime  minister.  It  is,  perhaps, 
the  least  popular  administration  that  has  existed  in 
Britain  for  several  years,  and  will  probably  tumble 
to  pieces  before  many  weeks.  ««  Wo  unto  the  coun- 
try whose  king  is  a child  1” 


loan  for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  *3  to 
niilions— -ninety  seven  millions  six  hundred 


The 

be  22  millions— ninety 
and  eighty  thousand  dollars  ! The  old  king  yet 
lives  a madman.  A great  scarcity  of  provisions 
still  existed- 

No  actual  engagement  had  faken  place  between 
the  Russians  and  French,  at  the  ia»t  accounts.  The 
following  is  copied  from  a London  paper,  said  to  be 
dated  from  the  French  head  quartets  in  Prussia  : 

PROCLAMATION. 

henchmen  r — I am  again  called  upon  to  wage 
war  wbn  the  North. 

Soldiers  ! — f myself  will  lead  you  against  the 
Russians. 

In  the  commencement  of  July,  I shall  be  present 
in  St.  Petersburg,  and  i will  mark  out  to  tire  Em- 
peror Alexander,  the  fit  boundary  of  hU  dominions. 

Poland  shall  be  the  future  barrier,  to  place  it  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  cabinet  of  St.  Petersburg, 
again  to  ruin  it. 

NAPOLEON. 

The  French  armies  are  stated  to  consist  of 
600,000  men.  Austria  has  furnished  100,000,  Prus- 
sia 25,000,  and  the  confederation  or  the  Rhine  a con- 
siderable number.  The  king  of  Naples  TAIurat) 
commands  the  cavalry.  The  emperor  has  with  him 
all  the  old  generals  on  whom  he  has  been  accustom- 
ed to  rely. 

London,  June  12. — Prices  of  Stocks — 3 per  cent. 
Red.  58  3 4 8-2 ; 4 per  cents  73  2 3 3-4  ; Excli.  biils 
(3d.  1-4)  1-2  dis. ; Consols  for  acct.  59  3 8. 

A certain  George  McLean  has  been  seized  in  the 
western  parts  of  New  York,  as  a British  spy,  and 
conveyed  to  the  encampment  opposite  Albany,  to 
be  tried  by  a court  martial. 

From  the  late  debates  in  the  Spanish  Cortes,  it 
appears  that  the  pal  riots,  devoted  to  liberty , are  about 
to  re-establish  the  “ HOLY  INQUISITION”  ! 1 ! 
May  Heaven  blast  the  design  ! 

A dreadful  and  destructive  fire  broke  out  in  the 
king’s  rope-walk  at  Plymouth,  supposed  to  have 
been  done  by  design.  Various  parts  of  the  interior 
of  England  are  in  a state  of  insurrection. 

The  editor  of  the  Quebec  Gazette,  commenting' 
on  the  American  declaration  of  war,  says — 

“ We  have  little  to  apprehend  from  an  immediate 
attack:  and  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the 
whole  circumference  of  the  United  States,  from 
Maine  to  the  Great  Lakes,  shall  feel  the  vengeance 
of  British  wrath.” 

Our  armies  swore  terribly  in  Flanders,  said  Uncle 
Toby  l [ Albany  Register. 

Danville,  (Vt.)  July  11. 

Insurrection  in  Canada. — An  intelligent  gentle- 
man arrived  in  this  village  the  day  before  yesterday, 
directly  from  Surrell, Lower  Canada,  who  informs, 
that  the  French  inhabitants  of  the  province  had 
risen  in  open  rebellion  to  the  government;  that 
from  five  to  six  hundred  of  the  insurgents  had  mad® 
an  attack  on  the  troops  at  Montreal,  and  obliged 
them  to  retreat  ; that  some  lives  were  lost  in  the 
contest  : that  orders  had  been  sent  to  Surrell  for* 
marching  the  regular  troops  against  them  : and 
that  fears  were  entertained  of  a general  revolt,  as 
the  French  settlers  were  mustering  their  forces  from 
all  quarters. 

C kT  The  writer  of  a geological  communication  from  Virginia 
appears  to  have  it  iu  liis.  power  |to  ascertain  and  esfftWK.t  a-  fact 
.that  has  puzzled  tbedcamed  for  many  ages— and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  present  .opportunity  (iis  such  another  may  never  occur)  will  not 
be  lost  ; but  that,  the  matter  will  be  investigated,  and  so  substan- 
tiated, as  to  prevent  future  controversy.  The  editor  entreats  that 
the  Register  ruay  be  made  the  jnedium  of  communicating  the  an 
theuticated  facts  to  the  world. 
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Stamp  Act  Congress ; 

HELD  AT  NEVVYORK,  17G5. 

( Concluded  from  page  342 .) 

The  memorial  to  the  lords  in  parliament  being 
engrossed,  was  read  and  compared,  ar.d  is  as  foi 
lows,  viz  : 

To  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral of  Great  Britain , in  Parliament 
assembled , 

The  Memorial  of  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode-hland 
and  Providence  plantations,  N«w  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, the  government  of  the  counties  of  New 
Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex  upon  Delaware,  and 
province  of  Maryland,  in  America — 

Most  Iiumbly  Sheweth, 

That  his  majesty’s  liege  subjects 
in  his  American  colonies,  though  they  acknowledge 
a due  subordination  to  that  august  body,  the  British 
parliament,  are  entitled,  in  the  opinion  of  your  me- 
morialists, to  all  the  inherent  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  natives  of  Great  Britain,  and  have  ever  since 
the  settlement  of  the  said  colonies,  exercised  those 
rights  and  liberties,  as  far  as  their  local  circumstan 
ccs  would  permit. 

That  your  memorialists  humbly  conceive  that 
one  of  the  most  essential  rights  of  these  colonists, 
which  they  have  ever  till  lately  uninterruptedly  en- 
joyed, to  be  trial  by  jury. 

That  your  memorialists  also  humbly  conceive 
another  of  these  essential  rights,  to  be  the  exemp- 
tion from  all  taxes,  but  such  as  are  imposed  on  the 
people  by  the  several  legislatures  in  these  colonies, 
whr.ch  rights  they  have  also,  till  of  late,  enjoyed. — 
But  your  memorialists  humbly  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent to  your  lordships,  that  the  act  for  granting  cer- 
tain stamp  duties  in  the  British  colonies  in  Ameri- 
ca, &c.  fills  his  majesty’s  American  subjects  with  the 
deepest  concern,  as  it  tends  to  deprive  them  of  th< 
two  fundamental  and  invaluable  rights  and  liberties 
abovementioned  ; and  that  several  other  late  acts  oi 
parliament  which  extend  the  jurisdiction  and  power 
of  courts  of  admiralty  in  the  plantations  beyond 
their  limits  in  Great  Britain,  thereby  make  an  un- 
necessary, unhappy  distinction  as  to  the  modes  of 
trial  between  us  and  our  fellow  subjects  there,  by 
whom  we  never  have  been  excelled  in  duty  and  loy- 
alty to  our  sovereign. 

That  from  the  natural  -connection  between  Great 
Britain  and  America,  the  perpetual  continuance  of 
which  your  memorialists  most  ardently  desire,  they 
conceive  that  nothing  can  conduce  more  to  the  in- 
terest of  both,  than  the  colonists  free  enjoyment 
of  their  rights  and  liberties,  ar.tT  an  affectionate  in 
tercourse  between  Great  Britain  and  them.  But 
your  memorialists  (not  waving  their  claim  to  these 
rights,  of  which,  with  the  most  becoming  vene.ra 
tiou  and  deference  to  the  wisdom  and  mtice  of  your 
lordships,  they  apprehend,  they  cannot  reasonably 
be  deprived)  humblv  represent,  that  fiein  the  pe 
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culiar  circumstances  of  these  colonies,  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  aforesaid  act,  and  several  other 
late  acts  of  parliament*  are  extreme’y  grievous 
and  burthensome;  and  the  payment  of  the  several 
duties  will  very  soon*  for  want  of  specie,  become 
absolutely  impracticable,  and  chat  the  restrictions 
on  trade  by  the  said  acts,  will  not  only  distress  the 
colonies, but  must  be  extremely  defer imental  to  the 
trade  and  true  interest  of  Great  Britain. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  impressed  with  a 
just  sense  of  the  unfortunate  circumstances  of  the 
colonies,  the  impending  destructive  consequen- 
ces which  must  necessarily  ensue  from  the  exe- 
cution of  these  acts,  and  animated  with  the 
warmest  sentiments  of  filial  affection  for  their  mo- 
ther country,  most  earnestly  and  humblv  enti  eat 
your  lordships  will  be  pleased  to  hear  their  council 
in  support  of  this  memorial,  and  take  the  premises 
into  your  most  serious  consideration  and  that  your 
lordships  will  also  be  thereupon  pleased  to  pursue, 
such  measures  for  restoring  the  just  rights  and  li- 
berties of  the  colonies  and  preserving  them  forever 
inviolate,  for  redressing  their  present,  and  prevent- 
ing future  grievances,  thereby  promoting  the  unit- 
ed interest  of  Great  Britain  and  America,  as  to  your 
lordships,  in  your  great  wisdom,  shall  seem  most 
conducive  and  effectual  to  that  important  end. 

And  your  memorialists  will  pray,  &.c. 
Then  the  congress  adjourned  to  to-raorrow  morir 
ing,  9 o’clock. 

Wednesday , Oct.  23 d,  1765,  A.  M. — The  congress 
met  according  t®  adjournment. 

The  petition  to  the  house  of  commons  being  en- 
grossed, was  read  and  compared,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz  : 

To  the  honorable  the  Knights , Citizens  and  Burgesses 
of  Great  Britain,  in  parliament 
assembled, 

The  petition  of  his  majesty’s  dutiful,  loyal  subjects, 
the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  colo- 
nies of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  anxf 
Providence  Plantations,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  government  of  the  counties  of  Newcas- 
tle, Kent  and  Sussex  upon  Delaware,  ar.d  pro- 
vince of  Maryland,  in  Amexica, 

Most ' Humbly  Sheiceth, 

That  the  several  late  acts  of  par- 
liament imposing  divers  duties  and  taxes  on  the  co- 
lonies, and  laying  the  trade  and  commerce  under 
very  burdensome  restrictions,  but  above  all,  the  act 
for  granting  and  applying  certain  stamp  duties  iiv 
America,  have  filled  them  with  the  deepest  concern* 
and  surprize,  and  they  humbly  conceive  the  execu- 
tion of  them  will  he  attended  with  consequences  ve- 
ry injurious  to  the  commercial  interest  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  must  terminate  in  the- 
evftunal  ruin  of  the  latter.  Your  petitioners,  there- 
fore, most  ardently  implore  the  attention  of  the  hon- 
orable house  to  *he  united  and  dutiful  representation 
of  their  circumstances,  and  to  their  earnest  suppli- 
cations for  relief  from  their  regulations,  that  have 
already  involved  this  continent  in  anxiety,  confu 
sion  and  distress.  We  most  sincerely  recognizer 
our  allegiance  to  the  crown,  atr.d  acknowledge  ait 
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due  subordination  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  shall  always  retain  the  most  grateful  sense 
of  their  assistance  and  approbation  ; it  is  from  and 
under  the  English  constitution  we  derive  all  our 
civil  and  religious  rights  and  liberties  ; we  glory  in 
being  subjects  of  the  best  of  kings’,  having  been 
born  under  the  most  perfect  form  of  government. — 
Hut  it  is  with  the  most  ineffable  and  humiliating  sor- 
row that  we  find  ourselves  of  late  deprived  of  the 
right  of  granting  our  own  property  for  his  niajes- 
tv’s  service,  to  which  our  lives  and  fortunes  are  en- 
tirely devoted,  and  to  which  on  his  royal  requisi- 
tions we  have  been  ready  to  contribute  to  the  ut 
most  of  our  abilities. 

We  have  also  the  misfortune  to  find,  that  all  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  mentioned  in  the  stamp 
act,  and  divers  late  acts  of  trade  extending  to  the 
plantations,  are,  at  the  election  of  the  informers,  re- 
coverable in  any  court  of  admiralty  in  America, 
This,  as  the  newly  erected  court  of  admiralty,  has  a 
general  jurisdi  cl  ion  over  all  British  America,  renders 
his  majesty’s  subjects  in  these  colonies  liable  to  be  car- 
ried at  an  immense  expense  from  one  end  of  the  con- 
tinent to  the  other.  It  always  gives  us  great  pain  to 
see  a manifest  distinction  nude  therein  between  the 
subjects  of  our  mother  country  and  the  colonies, 
in  that  the  like  penalties  and  forfeitures  recoverable 
there  only  in  his  majesty’s  courts  of  record  are 
made  cognizable  here  by  a court  of  admiralty.  By 
this  means  we  seem  to  be  in  effect  unhappily  de 
prived  of  two  privileges  essential  to  freedom,  and 
which  all  Englishmen  have  ever  considered  as  their 
best  birth  l ights,  that  of  being  free  from  all  taxes 
but  such  as  they  have  consented  to  in  person  or  by 
their  representatives,  and  of  trial  by  their  peers. 

Your  petitioners  further  shew,  that  the  remote 
situation  and  other  circumstances  of  the  colonies, 
render  it  impracticable  that  they  should  be  repre- 
sented but  in  their  respective  subordinate  legisla- 
tures, and  they  humbly  conceive  that  the  parliament 
adhering  strictly  to  the  principle  of  the  constitution, 
have  never  hitherto  taxed  any  but  those  who  w?ere 
therein  actually  represented  : for  this  reason,  we 
humbly  apprehend  they  never  have  taxed  Ireland, 
nor  any  other  of  the  subjects  without  the  realm. — 
But  were  it  ever  so  clear  that  the  colonies  might  in 
law  be.  reasonably  represented  in  the  honorable  house 
of  commons,  yet  we  conceive  that  very  good  rea- 
sons from  inconvenience,from  the  principles  of  true 
policy,  and  from  the  spirit  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion, rnay  .be  adduced  to  shew,  that  it  would  be  for 
the  real  interest  of  Gr  eat  Britain  as  well  as  her  co- 
lonies, that  the  late  regulations  should  be  rescinded, 
and  the  several  acts  of  parliament  imposing  duties 
and  taxes  on  the  colonies,  and  extending  the  juris 
diction  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  here  beyond  their 
ancient  limits,  should  he  repealed. 

We  shall  not  attempt  a minute  detail  of  all  the 
reasons  which  the  wisdom  of  the  honorable  house 
may  suggest,  on  this  occasion,  but  would  humbly 
submit  the  following  particulars  to  their  consider  a 
tion — 

Thar, money  is  already  very  scarce  in  these  colo- 
nics, and  is  still  decreasing  by  the  necessary  expor 
tation  of  specie  from  the  continent  for  the  discharg 
ing  of  our  debts  to  British  merchants,  that  an  im 
m easel  y heavy  debt  \s  yet  due  from  the  colonies  for 
Bi  i i h manufactures,  and  that  they  are  still  heavily 
burthened  with  taxes  to  discharge  the  arrearages 
dr; e for  aids  granted  by  them  in  the  late  war  ; that 
the  balance  of  trade  will  ever  be  much  against  (he 
colonies,  and  in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  whilst  we 
consume  her  manufactures  j.  the  demand  of  which 
must  ever  increase  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 


inhabitants  settled  here,  with  the  means  of  purchas- 
ingthem.  We  therefore  humbly  conceive  it  to  be 
the  interest  of  GreatBritain  to  increase  rather  than 
diminish  those  means,  as  the  profit  of  all  the  trade 
of  the  colonies  ultimately  centie  there  to  pay  foi  her 
manufactures,  as  we  ate  not  allowed  to  purchase 
elsewhere,  and  by  the  consumption  of  which  at  the 
advanced  prices  the  British  taxes  oblige  the  makers 
and  venders  to  set  on  them,  we  eventually  contri 
bute  very  largely  to  the  revenues  of  the  crown. 

That  from  the  nature  of  American  business,  the 
multiplicity  of  suits  and  papers  used  in  matters  of, 
small  value,  in  a country  where  freeholds  are  so  mi- 
nutely divided,  and  property  so  frequently  transfer- 
red, a stamp  duty  must  be  ever  very  burthensome 
and  unequal. 

That  it  is  extremely  improbable  that  the  honora- 
ble house  of  commons  should  at  all  times  be  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  our  condition,  and  all  facts 
requisite  to  a just  and  equal  taxation  of  the  colo- 
nies. 

It  is  also  humbly  submitted  whether  there  he  not 
a material  distinction,  in  reason  and  sound  policy  at 
least,  between  the  necessary  exercise  of  parliamen- 
tary jurisdiction  in  general  acts,  and  the  common 
law,  and  the  regulations  of  tiade  and  commerce, 
through  the  whole  empire,  and  the  exercise  ot  that 
jurisdiction  by  imposing  taxes  on  the  colonies. 

That  the  several  subordinate  provincial  legislatures 
have  been  moulded  into  forms  as  nearly  resembling 
that  of  the  mother  country,  as  by  his  majesty’s 
royal  predecessors  was  thought  convenient ; and 
these  legislatures  seem  to  have  been  wisely  and  gra- 
ciously established,  that  the  subjects  in  the  colonies 
might,  under  the  due  administration  theieof,  enjoy 
the  happy  fruits  6f  the  British  government,  which 
in  their  present  circumstances  they  cannot  be  so 
fully  and  clearly  availed  of  any  other  way. 

Under  these  forms  of  government  we  and  our  an- 
cestors have  been  born  or  settled,  and  have  had  our 
lives,  liberties  and  properties  protected,  the  people 
here  as  every  where  else,  retain  a great  fondness  of 
their  old  customs  and  usages,  and  we  trust  that  his 
majesty’s  service,  and  the  interest  of  the  nation,  so 
far  from  being  Obstructed,  have  been  vastly  promot- 
ed by  the  provincial  legislatures. 

That  we  esteem  our  connection  with  and  depen- 
dence on  Great  Britain,  as  one  of  our  greatest  bless- 
ings, and  apprehend  the  latter  will  be  sufficiently 
secure,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  inhabitants  in 
the  colonies  have  the  most  unbounded  a flection  for 
his  majesty’s  person,  family  and  government,  as 
well  as  for  the  mother  country,  and  that  their  sub- 
ordination to  the  parliament  is  universally  acknow- 
ledged. 

We,  therefore,  most  humbly  intreat  that  the  hon- 
orable house  would  he  pleased  to  hear  our  council 
in  support  of  this  petition,  and  take  our  distressed 
and  deplorable  case  into  their  serious  consideration, 
and  that  the  acts  and  clauses  of  acts  so  grievously 
restraining  our  trade  and  commerce,  imposing-  du- 
ties and  taxes  on  our  property,  and  extending,  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  admiralty  beyond  its 
(ancient  limits,  may  be  repealed  ; or  that  the  honor- 
able house  would  otherwise  relieve  your  petitioners 
as  in  your  great  wisdom  and  goodness  shall  seem 
rriete. 

And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

Then  the  congress  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning,  10  o’clock. 

Thursday,  Oct.  24th,  1765,  A.  M. — The  congress 
met  according  to  adjournment. 


The  congress  took  into  consideration  the  man- 
ner in  which  their  several  petitions  should  be  pre- 
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ferred  and  solicited  in  Great  Britain,  and  thereupon 
came  to  the  Following  determination,  viz  : 

It  is  recommended  by  the  congress  to  the  several 
Colonies  to  appoint  special  agents  for  soliciting  re- 
lief from  their  present  grievances,  and  to  unite  their 
Utmost  interest  and  endeavors,  for  that  purpose. 

Voted  unanimously,  that  the  cleik  of  this  con 
gress  sign  the  njinutes  of  their  proceedings,  and  de- 
liver a copy  for  the  use  of  each  colony  and  pro- 
vince. 

By  order  of  the  congress, 

JOHN  COTTON,  clerk. 

A copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  province  of  New 
Hampshire,  as  transmitted  to  the  congress. 

Province  of  7 In  the  House  of  Representatives,  June  29th, 

NewHumpsihre , y 17 65. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from  the  honorable 
Speaker  of  the  honorable  representatives  of  the  province  of  the  l 
Massachusetts  Bay,  to  the  Speaker  of  this  assembly,  proposing  a I 
meeting  of  committees  from  the  several  assemblies  of  the  British  ! 
colonics  on  the  continent,  at  New- York,  to  consider  of  a general,  J 
united,  dutiful,  loyal  and  humble  representation  of  our  committees,  • 
and  for  imploring  his  majesty  and  the  parliament  for  relief ; w hich 
being  read, 

Resolved , That  notwithstanding  we  are  sensible  that  such  a re- 
presentation ought  to  be' made,  and  approve  of  the  proposed. me- 
thod for  obtaining  thereof,  yet  the  present  situation  of  our  go- 
vernmental affairs,  will  not  permit  us  to  appoint  a committee  to 
attend  such  meeting  ; hut  shall  be  ready  to  join  in  any  address  to 
his- majesty  and  the  parliament  we  maybe  honored  with  the  know- 
ledge ot;  probable  to  answer  the  proposed  end. 

A CLARKSON,  clerk. 

A copy  of  a letter  received  from  Georgia,  during 
the  sitting  of  the  congress: 

Savannah,  in  Georgia*  September  6th,  176 5. 

SIB, 

Yom*  letter  dated  in  June  last,  acquainting  me  that  the  house  of 
representatives  of  your  province,  had  unatiimously  agreed  to  pro- 
pose a meeting  at  the  city  of  New  York,  of  committees  from  the 
houses  of  representatives  of  the  several  British  colonics  on  this 
continent,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October  next,  to  consult  toge- 
ther on  the  present  circumstances  of  tiie  colonies  and  the  difficul- 
ties to  which  tliqy  are  and  must  be  reduced  by  the  operation  of  the 
acts  of  parliament  for  laying  duties  and  taxes  on  the  colonies,  and 
to  consider  of  an  humble  representation  of  their  condition  to  his 
majesty  and  the  parliament,  and  to  implore  relief,  came  to  hand 
at  an  unlucky  season,  it  being  in  the  recess  of  the  general  assembly 
of  this  province.  Nevertheless,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  I dispatched  expresses  to  the  several  representatives  of 
s.liis  province,  acquainting  them  with  the  purport  thereof  and  re- 
questingthem  to  meet  at  this  place  without  delay. 

And  according  they  met  here  on  Monday  last,  to  the  number  of 
sixteen,  being  a large  majority  of  the  representatives  of  this  pro- 
vince, the  whole  consisting  of  twenty-five  persons,  but  his  excellen- 
cy our  governor,  being  applied  to,  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  call 
them  together  on  the  occasion  ; which  is  the  reason  of  not  send- 
ing a committee  as  propose  d by  your  house,  for  you  may  be  assur- 
ed, no  representatives  on  this  continent  can  more  sincerely  concur 
in  the  measures  proposed  than  do  the  representatives  of  the  pro- 
vince now  met  together,  neither  can  any  people,  as  individual,  more 
warmly  espouse  the  common  cause  of  the  colonies,  titan  do  the 
people  of  this  province. 

The  gentlemen  now  present,  request  it  as  a favor,  you’ll  be 
pleased  to  send  me  a copy  of  such  representation  as  may  b.  agreed 
upon  by  the  sev  eral  committees  at  New  York,  and  acquaint  me 
how,  and  in  what  manner  the  same  is  to  be  laid  before  the  king 
and  parliament ; whether  by  any  person  particularly  authorised 
lor  that  purpose,  or  by  the  colony  agents.  The  generfl  assembly 
of  this  province  stands  prorogued  to  the  22d  day  of  October  n*  xt, 
which  is  the  time  it  generally  meets  for  the  dispatch  of  the  ordina- 
ry business  of  the  province  ; and  1 doubt  not  the  representatives 
of  this  province  will -then,  in  their  legislative  capacity  take  under 
consideration  the  grievances  so  juaffljicoinplained  of,  and  transmit 
their  sense  ot  the  same  to  Great  Britain  in  such  way  as  may  seem 
best  calculated  to  obtain  redress,  and  so  as  to  convince  the  sister 
Colonies  of  their  inviolable  attachment  to  the  common  cause. 

I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

ALEX.  V.’YLLY. 

To  Samuel  White,  Esq.  speaker  of  the  house  of  repreO 

senta Lives  of  Massacnu'setts  Bay  in  Nevv-England.  y 
1 lie  two  loi  cgjiug  loiters,  arc  true  copies  from 
the  original. 

Attest,  JOHN  COTTON,  clerk. 


A Proclamation, 

By  his  excellency  Caleb  Strong,  Esq.  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth  of  Massachusetts  ; fora  day  of  public  fasting,  humiliation 
and  prayer. 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  World  in  his 
righteous  Providence  to  permit  us  to  foe  engaged  in  a war  against 


the  nation  from  which  we  are  descended,  and  which  for  many’  ge- 
nerations has  been  the  bulwark  of  the  religion  we  t rtnYss And 
whereas  by  this  awful  and  alarming  change  in  our  cireco  uaucos 
the  people  of  this  commonwealth  are  in  a peculiar  maimer  exposed 
to  personal  suffering,  and  the  loss  of  a greet  projxn-tion  o,  their 
substance: — It  becomes  us,  in  imitation  of  our  father ■■■  th,  r 
times  of  perplexity  and  danger,  with  deep  repentance  to  luimhia 
ourselves  before  Him  for  ouviniquities,  and  the  ungrate  f A leterni 
we  have  made  to  him  for  his  mercies : — To  ascribe  righteousness  to 
our  Maker,  when  he  threatens  us  with  the  most  severe  of  mi  v >i.« 
poral  calamities,  and  to  beseech  Him  to  avert  the  tokens  ,f  !.i  • 
ger,  and  remember  for  us  His  firmer  loving  kindness  anil  tender 
mercy. 

Ido,  therefore,  by,  and  with,  tha  advice  and  consent  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  at  the  request  of  the  house  of  representatives,  appoint 
THURSDAY,  the  twenty  third  day  of  July  next,  to  be  oh*  m il  by 
the  people  of  this  slate,  as  a Day  of  Faseitfg,  Humiliarioi.  y-vl 
Prayer,  that  with  penitent  hearts  we  may  assemble  in  our  places 
of  public  worship  and  unite  in  humble  supplications  to  tin  G ( 
our  fathers,  who  was  their  defence  in  danger  and  to  whom  ih  y 
never  sought  in  vain  ; and  beseech  Him,  through  the  merit  of  His 
Son,  that  He  would  forgive  our  ingratitude  and  the  inmimeral.de 
transgressions  of  which  we  have  been  guilty -That  He  wen  id  pus 
wisdom,  integrity  and  patriotism  to  our  national  and  state  governs 
! ments,  tiiat  the  leaders  of  the  people  may  not  cause  them  to  err 
I That  He  Would  inspire  the  president  and  congress,  and  the  govern-' 

I nient  of  Great  Britain  with  just  and  pacific  sentiments ; tiiat  Ha 
| would  humble  the  pride  and  subdue  the  lust  and  passions  of  men, 
'from  whence,  wars  proceed,  and  that  peace  may  speedily  lx:  restor- 
ed us,  upon  sate  and  equitable  terms. 

That  He  would  guard  the  live  s of  our  soldiers  and  mariners,  and 
protect  our  commerce  and  navigation  from  the  dangers  with  which 
they  are  encompassed That  He  would  preserve  us  from  intestine 
violence  and  foreign  invasion  -That  He  would  dispose  tin  people 
of  these  states  to  do  justice  to  the  Indian  tribes,  toe  '.lighter,  and 
not  to  exterminate  them  :—And  that  He  would  protect  our  fron- 
tier settlements  from  their  ravages:— That  He  would  presen  t .is 
from  entangling  and  fatal  alliances  with  those  go  vermin  uts  which 
are  hostile  to  the  safety  and  happiness  of  mankind :—  1 hat  He 
would  regard  with  tender  compassion  the  nations  whose  most  es- 
sential rights  liave  been  wrested  from  them  by  fraud  and  viok  uce, 
and  who  are  groaning  under  the  cruel  hand  of  oppression,  and 
that  He  would  break  in  pieces  the  power  of  the  oppressor,  and 
scatter  the  people  who  delight  in  war. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  maybe  the  objects  of  His  pe- 
culiar favor : — That  He  would  take  them  under  HU  holy  protec- 
tion. and  hide  them  in  His  pavjlion  until  these  calamities  be  over- 
past:—That  the  chastisements  w ith  which  He  may  think  proper  'a 
afflict  us,  may  serve  to  humble  us,  and  do  us  good  ; and  that  v.e 
may  not  be  like  thosowho  are  hardened  by  His  corrections,  a. id 
who  in  the  time  of  their  trouble  multiply  their  transgressions  ogah  A 
Him  : — That  He  would  save  us  from  the  baneful  influence  o<  party 
spirit,  and  that  whatever  enemies  may  rise  up  against  us  from 
abroad,  we  may  have  peace  and  mutual  confidence  among  ours  i . s, 
and  know,  by  experience  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  d v.  "il 
together  in  unity. 

That  He  would  accomplish  the  promises  of  His  mercy  concern- 
ing tho future  repose  and  prosperity  of  the  human  ri  ce,  w:\en 
men  shall  beat  their  own  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  bar  . war 
no  more;  when  fraud  and  violence  shall  cease  forever,  rig  <te- 
ousness  and  peace  prevail  through  the  earth;  when  the  K g.  ,>m 
of  the  Redeemer  shall  triumph  over  all  opposition,  ami  the.  hea- 
then shall  be  given  him  for  His  inheritance  j and  when  the  earth 
shall  he  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the 
sea. 

And  the  people  are  requested  to  abstain  from  unnecessary  labor 
and  recreation  on  the  said  day. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  iu  Boston,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  I pH  qtie  thousand  eight  hunched 
and  twelve  and  in  the  thirty -sixth  year  of  the  independence  of 
the  Uiiited  States  of  America. 

CALEB  ST  a ON  G. 

By  his  excellency's  command,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council. 

ALDEN  BRADFORD,  Secretary. 

God  save  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[The  day  appointed  for  the  fast  is  over— but  we  record  the  pro- 
clamation as  a part  of  the  political  history  of  the  times.] 


Proclamation. 

Bv  Ins  excellency'  lieutenant-general  Sir  JOHN  COAFH  SHER- 
BROOKE, Kt.  Bath,  lieutenant-general,  commander  in  chief  in 
and  over  his  majesty’s  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  See.  .Ike. 
WHEREAS,  eve  y species  of  predatory  warfare  coined  on 
against  defenceless  inhabitants,  living  on  the  shores  ol  the  United 
States,  contiguous  to  this  province  and  N.  w Brunswick,  can  answer 
no  frood  purpose,  and  v-  il  greatly  distyfess  individuals ; I hav* 
tin  refinv  thought  proper,  uy  and  with  the  advice  of  his  majesty’s 
council,  to  order  and  direct  all  his  majesty’s  subjects  under  my  go- 
vernment to  abstain  from  moi  sting  the  inhabitants  living  on  the 
shores  of  the  United  States,  contiguous  to  this  province  ami  New 
Brunswick;  and  on  no  account  to  molest  the  goods  and  unarmed 
coastin'''  vessels  h<  longing. to  defenceless  inhabitants  on  the  fron- 
tiers. so  long  as  they  shall  abstain  on  their  part,  from  : ny  act  of 
hostility  and  molestation  towards  the  inhabitants  ot  this  province 
and  New  Brunswick,  who  are  in  similar  situations:  It  is  t lure  fora 
my  wish  and  desire  that  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  living 
on  the  frontiers,  mav  pursue  in  peace  their  usual  and  accustomed 

trade  without  mclestatioa,  so  long  as  they  shall  act  in  a similar  way 
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t o the  frontier  inhabitants  of  this  province  ami  New  Brunswick. 

And  I do  hereby  order  and  command  all  his  majesty’s  subjects 
within  my  jurisdiction,  to  govern  themselves  accordingly,  until 
limher  orders. 

Given  under  my  band  Sr.d  seal  at  arm*,  at  Halifax,  this  3d  day  of 
July  1812,  in  the  52d  year  of  his  majesty’s  reign. 

"J.  C.  SHERBROOKE. 

By  liis  Excellency's  command. 

B.  H.  COGSWELL. 

TO  ENCOURAGE  TREASON* 

HAVING  understood  that  the  inhabitants  of  Eastport  have  mani- 
fested a disposition  to  avoid  hostilities  with  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  it  is  hereby  made  known  to -them  and  to  all  concerned, 
that  from  a wish  to  discourage  as  far  as  possible  every  species  of 
d predatory  warfare,  which  can  only  have  a tendency  to  distress 
private  individuals,  we  have  respectively  issued  orders  to  the  naval 
S id  land  forces  to  respect  the  persons  and  property  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Eastport,  so  long  as  they  shall  carry  on  their  usual  and  ac- 
customed trade  and  intercourse  with  any  parts  of  these  provinces, 
and  abstain  from  acts  of  hostility  and  molestation  towards  the  in- 
habitants hereof,  and  their  property : nor  shall  this  system  of  per- 
fect neutrality  towards  Eastport  be  departed  from,  'without  due 
and  timely  notice  being  previously  given  to  the  inhabitants 
thereof. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Halifax,  this  3d  day  of  July.  1812. 

J.  C.  SHERBROOKE, 
Lieutenant-general  Commandant. 

H.  SAWYER, 

Vice-Admiral. 

a,  tA  proclamation  similar  to  the  preceding  has  also  been  issued 
by  the  Gov.  general  of  British  America.] 


British  Navy — American  Station. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  different  Eugfish  vessels  on 

xhe  American  stations,  taken  from  a late  Steele’s  list : 

HALIFAX  AND  NEWFOUNDLAND  STATIONS. 

II E rb b rt  S a w y ex , v > ce-a d in i r al o 1' t he  15 lue — 1810. 


Ships. 

Commanders. 

Built  in 

Africa, 

Bastard, 

64 

1781 

'Centurion,  7 „ . . , . 

Inflexible,  S ReceiVinS  s!ni1s> 

50 

64 

X 1774 
1 1780 

Frigates. 

Giievriere,. 

Due  res, 

38 

1805 

Spartan, 

Brenton, 

33 

1806 

3 h-lvidera, 

Brvon, 

35 

islo 

Aeolus, 

, Lord  Townsend, 

32 

1801 

Pooione,, 

— 

33 

Taken  1810 

S.  W.  Tartarus, 

Pasco, 

20 

Built  1806 

Honriana, 

Scott, 

•20 

1811 

Frigs. 

Indian-, 

Jane, 

18 

1805 

Halifax, 



IS 

1806 

Atalanta, 

Hickey, 

IS 

1807 

Emulous-, 

Mul  caster, 

18 

1&05 

Recruit, 

Scuhouse, 

18 

1805 

Goree, 

Bing, 

*8 

1807 

Ratler, 

Gordon, 

2 0 

1795 

Hazard, 

Corkley, 

18 

1794 

C.Jibri, 

ri  tiompson. 

13 

1809 

Alert, 

Trollope, 

16 

1804 

Lynx, 

-9 

18 

1808 

spy. 

Anderson 

H5 

1804 

Swift, 

Eowbry, 

15 

1804 

Plumper, 

Bray, 

Shepherd, 

12 

1809 

Savage, 

16 

1S05 

Cornet, 

16 

1807 

Schooner^ 

Somers, 

Dickens, 

lb 

isCe 

Paz*, 

Bring, 

10 

1807 

Juniper, 

Vassal, 

8 

1803 

Bream, 

Browne, 

4 

1805 

Chub, 

Jones, 

4 

A 1808 

Chut  tie, 

Patterson, 

4. 

1807 

Tierce, 

Stewart, 

4 

4805 

Haute?, 

Flemming, 

4 

4804 

JAMAICA  STATION. 

Sir  Charles  Stirling , Vice  Admiral  of  the  White — 3810. 


Ships, 

Commanders. 

Built  in 

Poicphemus', 

Quinton, 

64 

1734 

Frigates. 

Arethusa, 

Coffin, 

38 

1774 

Gas  tor, 

Dilkts, 

32 

1792 

Minerva, 

Hawkins, 

32 

1306 

Thetis, 

Byram, 

3S 

1782 

Thalia,' 

Southampton, 

Vashon, 

36 

1752 

Yeo, 

**  32 

1755 

Garland, 

Husiviiison, 

22 

^1807 

Brigs.  , 

Brazen, 

Davies, 

18 

1303 

Cyan, 

Collier, 

20 

1306 

Charyb;Jis 

Clephnn, 

13 

1808 

Moselle, 

' > 

13 

1804 

Raccoon, 

Blac!:, 

18 

|P§  1 1808 

Reindeer, 



18 

1804 

Sapphire, 

Haines, 

13 

1307 

Shark, 

16 

1779 

Sappho 

Grcady 

3-S' 

mi 

Prometheus 

R obinsoir, 

16 

1807 

Variable, 

Yates. 

12 

1809 

DecouVerte, 

Williams, 

12 

1SC8 

Rhodian, 

Mow  bray, 

10 

1808 

Frolic 

Winants, 

18 

1806 

LEEWARD  ISLAND  STATION. 

Sir  Franca  Laforey , Hear Adnurai  of  the  Blue — 1810 


Ship. 

Commanders . 

Built  in 

Dragon, 

Forrest, 

74 

1798 

Frigates * 
Gloire, 

Carthew, 

36 

1806 

Bcgaera, 

28 

1806 

Orpheus, 

Sir  Hugh  Pigot; 

35 

1806 

Statira, 

Staekpole, 

38 

1807 

Cherub, 

Tucker, 

20 

1807 

Brigs. 

Aramantne^ 

Pringle, 

iS 

1804 

Arid, 

White, 

18 

1806 

Forester, 

Kennedy, 

18 

180S 

Julia, 

Gardner, 

16 

1806 

Liberty, 

Guise, 

14 

1779 

Oronoko, 

Hoskins, 

14 

13G6 

Mornc  Fortune?, 

Steele 

14 

— 

King  Dove 

Dowers, 

14 

1806 

Rosamond, 

Cambell, 

is 

. 1806 

Scorpion, 

Goree, 

18 

1803 

Swaggerer, 

Schooners', 

Evelyn, 

16 

18C9 

Bailahou, 

Lieut.  King, 

8 

1804 

Elizabeth 

Lieut.  Dvr  er, 

1? 

1804 

Green  Linnet, 

^ 

6 

1804 

Laura, 

Hunter, 

10 

1805 

Netiey, 

Green, 
Wool  ridge, 

14 

1805 

Opposum 

10 

1808 

Subtle, 

Brown, 

Thompson, 

12 

1807 

Skip  Jaeltj 

10 



Nor  th- W estern  Army. 

Pittsburg,  July  21,  1812 — Extract  of  a letter 
from  a gentleman  at  Detroit,  to  liis  friend  in  Pitts- 
burg, dated  July  7,  1812: 

When  the  army  came  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  Maumee  river,  governor  Hull  not  having  receive! 
intelligence  of  the  declaration  of  war,  hired  a small 
sloop  in  which  he  put  his  baggage,  and  that  of  most 
of  the  officers  of  the  army,  all  the  hospital  stores, 
his  instructions  from  the  war  department,  his 
commission,  and  those  of  the  officers  of  the  4th  re* 
giment,  the  ladies  of  two  officers  of  said  regi- 
ment, lieutenant  Goodwin  and  about  80  men.  and 
was  on  the  point  of  sending  the  paymaster  with  all 
the  public  money  ; this  vessel,  on  passing  Malden 
on  Thursday,  was  captufcd  with  all  its  contents ; 
the  ladies,  Mrs.  Fuller,  arid  Mrs.  Goodwin,  were 
put  ashore  at  this  place  Lhe  next  day — all  the  others 
are  of  course  detained. 

“ The  news  of  war  excited  very  great  alarm  for 
the  safety  of  this  place,  the  army  being  too  far  off 
to  afford  us  immediate  relief. — For  about  a week 
previous,  we  had  intelligence  of  the  Indians  assem- 
bling in  great  numbers  at  Malden.  About  300  of  the 
Sacs  had  come  from  the  Mississippi ; Tecumseh 
and  a few  warriors  from  the  Wabash,  and  many 
i others  from  different  quarters,  all  believed  to  be  hos- 
tile ; it  was  confidently  asserted,  that  from  1000  t® 
1500  rations  were  dailyissued  to  them.  Believing 
that  an  attack  was  cqfflfem plated  either  on  the  ar- 
my or  this  place,  and  most  probably  on  the  latter, 
every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms  was  kept  on 
constant  duty  from  Thursday  until  Sunday  evening, 
when  the  army  encamped  within  three  miles  of  us, 
and  relieved  our  apprehensions.  There  were  but 
100  regulars  in  the  garrison,  and  the  whole  of  the 
militia  we  could  collect,  did  not  exceed  400  ; but  f 
believe  every  man  was  determined  to  make  up  in 
bravery  what  we  wanted  in  numbers — about  100 
of  the  militia  were  thrown  into  the  garrison,  the 
others  posted  in  such  advantageous  places  through 
the  town,  each  having  a good  firelock  and  bayonet, ' 
with  plenty  of  ammunition.  I am  confident  it  would 
have  taken  more  than  double  our  number  to  have 
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ranted  us — if  attacked,  we  expected  it  to  he  made 
in  the  night.  For  three  nights,  there  was  n«Jt  one 
ot  us  had  our  clothes  off,  and  if  any  one  did  lay 
down  it  was  on  bis  arms.  Every  man  saw  the  ne 
cesaity  of  making  a determined  resistance,  and  1 
am  confident  there  is  not  one  hut  would  have  done 
his  duty.  Yesterday,  the  ferrymen  who  had  been 
detained  in  crossing  the  river  after  the  news  of  war, 
were  returned  under  a of  truce — they  had  been 
taken  to  Malden,  and  they  say  that  the  Indians  have 
been  gradually  dispersing  from  the  place  for  three 
or  four  days  past.  — I expect  they  will  have  the  poli- 
cy to  re  ,:.tin  quiet,  as  they  find  there  is  a force  now 
sufficient  to  put  down  all  opposition  either  from 
them  or  the  British  ; and  i think  that  such  step- 
will  shortly  be  pursued,  that  we  will  here  if  ter  not 
fear  any  disturbance  from  them. 

4‘  A considerable  number  of  the  militia  had  col- 
lected on  the  opposite  shore  during  two  or  three 
days  last  week,  but  a lew  2 4 pounders  thrown  at 
them  on  Sunday  laat,  soon  made  them  disperse,  and 
sinca  that  there  is  scarcely  a man  to  be  seen  ; it  was 
thought  they  were  preparing  to  erect  batteries  for 
the  annoyance  of  this  place,  but  it  is  since  said  that 
they  intend  to  make  no  resistance,  but  at  Malden. 

. Gen.  Hull  is  making  preparations  to  cross  the 
river  this  evening  or  tomorrow,  and  it  is  expected 
that  an  immediate  attack  is  contemplated  on  Mal- 
den. The  works  of  (hat  place  are  not  very  strong, 
but  they  are  well  defended  with  artillery,  having,  1 
am  told,  40  pieces  mounted  and  above  200  regulars, 
with  all  the  militia  they  can  collect,  the  number  not 
knows— there  is  no  doubt  but  there  will  be  hard! 
lighting  before  the  place  is  taken.  The  at  mv  are  ail  I 
in  health  and  good  spirits,  and  wait  with  anxiety  to  I 
be  put  on  the  other  shore— they  are  certainly  as  fine  I 
looking  men  as  ever  I saw.” 

ZANESVILLE,  July  22, 1812. 

Glory  ! glory!  to  the  volunteers  of  Ohio  and  the 

Tippaeanoa  boys,  who  have  first  planted  the  Ame- 
rican standard  in  Canada  ! 

We  are  happy  to  announce  the  glorious  news  that 
general  Hull  and  his  army  have  Ended  safe  in  Ca 
nada,  with  little  or  no  opposition-  and  taken  pos- 
session of  th  e town  of  Sandwich,  2 miles  below  Da 
troit  on  the  English  side.  There  is  no  mar  to  the 
pleading  news  but  the  capture  of  a number  of  A me 
ricans  in  some  vessels  laden  with  provisions,  and 
some  baggage  of  the  army,  among  whom  we  are 
sorry  to  learn  is  Mr.  Lewis  D.ent,  paymaster,  from 
this  town,  captain  John  Sharp,  of  Marietta,  a lieu 
tenant  in  the  4r.h  regiment,  some  women  and  others. . 
It  is  said  that  the  total  prisoners  are  about  50,  and 
the  loss  of  property  40,000  dollars  (including  proba 
bly  some  vessels  not  here  enumerated.)  The  report] 
of  Mr.  Hughe*,  chaplain  of  the  army,  and  two  of] 
colonel  Byxbee’s  daughters  being  taken,  is  unfound  ! 
ed*  The  posti  ider  last  evening,  direct  from  Ur  ban  * 
na,  and  who  brought  us  general  Hull’s  proclama  j 
tion  of  the  12th  instant,  statesyfthat  a quartermas- 
ter had  arrived  at  Urfcfanna  from  Sandwich;  who! 
verbally  gave  the  melancholy  information,  that,  af - ! 
ter  crossing  tire  river,  a soldier,  in  the  act  of  trying! 
Iris  gun,  not  supposing  it  loaded,  it  went  off  and  the! 
ball  passed  through  major  Munson’s  arm  and  enter  i 
cd  his  body,  as  he  was  going  into  his  tent.  He  was 
not  expected  to  live.  Col.  Cass,  after  the  army  ar  I 
rived  at  Detroit,  which  was  on  the  6th  and7lh,  went 
to  tort  Malden  with  a flag  of  truce  and  demand, 
edthe  prisoners,  without  effect.  By  deserters,  5l 
was  ascertained  that  the  force  in  Malden  consisted 
oli  1L00 , 700  of  whom  are  Indiana,  i 
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The  following  extract  of  a letter  and  governor 
Hull’s  proclamation,  will  afford  further  explanation. 

Extract  of  a let: er  from  Dr.  James  Reynolds,  suT s 
geo  a a nuue  in  the  army  of  Ohio,  dated 

Detroit,  July  7th,  1812. 

In  order  to  hurry  the  march  of  the  army  to  De- 
ti  oit,the  sick  were  put  on  board  of  a boat  and  schoon- 
er,  with  public  property,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  officers  clothing.  I took  command  of  the  boat 
loaded  with  sick.  Oa  the  1st  July,  we  hoisted  sails 

for  Detroit  from  the  Rapids. The  schooner  and 

boat  were  ordered  to  sail  in  companyvbut  she  pass- 
ed me  the  first  night,  and  about  10  o’clock  the  next 
day,  opposite  fort  Malden,  she  was  made  a piisoner 
of  war  by  the  British,  30  on  board,  among  whom 
were  paymaster  Lewis  Dent,  capt.  Sharp,  of  Maiirt- 
ta,  a lieutenant  of  the  4th  regiment,  and  three  of  the 
officers’  wives.  Two  of  the  ladies  were  sent  to  De- 
troit, the  other  remains  with  her  husband  in  Malden. 
The  same  day  in  the  evening,  passed  Malden,  up  a 
different  channel,  unmolested  by  the  Biitish,  but 
harrassed  by  the  Indians  that  night.  On  the  3d,  at 
3 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  at  Detroit, 
where  I was  received  with  open  arms  : and  here  I 
first  heard  of  war  being  declared. 

On  the  oth  inst.  the  artillery  opened  on  the  E;  i 
tish  dogs  in  Sandwich,  and  we  continued  fil  ing  24 
pounders  on  them  till  10  o’clock,  while  they  were 
forcing  their  way  with  boats,  loaded  with  produce 
out  of  their  warehouse.  W e have  reason  to  believe 
that  a number  of  them  were  killed.  I saw  one  of 
the  balls  str  ike  among  a great  crowd  cf  them — how 
'•he  rascals  ran — one  ball  made  its  way  through  their 
meeting  bouse — it  was  a pleasing  scene  to  me.  Oar 
army,  at  12  miles  distance,  heard  the  firing,  and  has- 
tened their  march.  The  British  still  keep  cur  men. 

BY  WILLIAM  HULL, 

Br  igadier  general  and  commander  in  chief  of  the 
North  western  army  of  the  United  States, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Inhabitants  of  Canada! 

After  thirty  years  of  peace  and  prosperity,  the 
United  States  have  been  driven  to  arms.  The  inju- 
ries and  aggressions,  the  insults  and  indignities  of 
Great  Britain,  have  once  more  left  them  no  alterna- 
tive but  manly  resistance  or  unconditional  submis- 
sion. The  army  under  my  command  has  invaded 
your  country,  and  the  standard  of  Union  now  v\  aves 
over  the  territory  of  Canada.  To  the  peaceable, 
unoffending  inhabitant,  it  brings  neither  danger  or 
difficulty.  I come  to  find  enemies,  not  tc  make 
them;  I come  to  protect,  not  to  injure  you. 

Separated  by  an  immense  ocean  and  an  extensive 
wilderness  from  GreatJBritain, you  have  no  partici- 
pation in  her  councils,  no  interest  in  her  conduct  • 
you  have  felt  her  tyranny,  you  have  seen  her  injus- 
tice, but  l do  not  ask  you  to  avenge  the  one,  or  to  re- 
dress theother.  The  United  States  are  sufficiently 
powerful  to  afford  every  security  consistent  with 
their  rights  and  your  expectations.  1 tender  you 
the  invaluable  blessing  of  civil,  political  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  and  their  necessaiy  result,  individual 
and  general  prosperity.  That  liberty  which  gave 
decision  to  our  councils  and  energy  to  our  conduct, 
in  a struggle  for  independence,  and  which  conduct- 
ed us  safe  and- triumphantly  through  the  stormy  pe- 
riod--  of  the  revolution.  That  liber ty-  winch  has 
raised  us  to  an  elevated  rank  among  the  nations  of 
,the  world ^and  which  afforded  us  a greater  measure 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER GENERAL  ORDERS. 


of  peace  and  security,  of  wealth  and  improvement, 
than  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  country. 

' In  the  pa-  e of  my  country,  and  by  the  authori- 
ty o:  government,  i promise  you  protectiqfi  to  your 
persons,  property  and  rights  ; remain  at  you» 
lioinCa,  pursue  your  peaceful  and  customary  avoca 
tu  ns,  raise  trot  your  hands  against  your  brethren. 
Many  of  your  fathers  fought  for  the  freedom  and  in 
dependence  we  now  enjoy.  Being  children  there 
fore,  of  the  same  family  with  u-:,  and  heirs  to  the 
same  heritage,  the  arrival  of  an  army  of  friends  must 
be  haded  by  you  with  a cordial  welcome.  You  will 
. fop  emancipated  from  tyranny  and  oppression,  and 
re  -toyed  to  the  dignified  station  of  freemen.  Had  1 
guy  doubt  of  eventual  success,  I might  ask  your 
a~  i'-auce,  but  \ do  not.  I come  prepared  for  eve- 
ry contingency—; — i have  a force  which  will  look, 
down  all  opposition  And  that  force  is  but  the  van 
guard  of  a much  greater,  if,  contrary  to  your  own 
interest  and  the  just  ''expectation  of  my  country 
you ‘ should  take  part  in  the  approaching  contest, 
you  will  be  considered  and  'treated  as  enemies,  and 
the  horrors  »nd  calamities  of  war  will  stalk  before 
you.  It  tne  ■ obarous  and  savage  policy  of  Great 
Britain  be  pursued^  and  the  savages  be  let  loose  to 
murder  ou>-  citizens,  aod  butcher  -our  women  and 
children,  thi*  war  will  be  a war  of  extermination. 
The  first  stroke  of  the  tomahawk,  the  first  attempt 
with  the  scalping  knife,  will  be  the  signal  of  one 
indiscriminate  cene  of  desolation.  No  white  man 
found  fighting  by  the  side  of  an  Indian -will  be  taken 
prisoner  ; instant  destruction  w ill  be  his  lot.  If  the 
dictates  of  reason,  duty,  justice  and  humanity, can 
not  prevent  the  employment  of  a force  “which  re 
gpects  no  rights,  and  knows  no  wrong,  it  will  be 
prevented  bv  a severe  and  relentless  system  of  reta 
lia\>  n.  I doubt  not  your  courage  and  firmness. — 
I wiil  not  doubt  your  attachment  toliberty.  The  Uni- 
ted Sta'  v..-  offer  you  peace',  liberty  ana  security — your 
choice  lie.**  between  these  and  War,  slavery  "and  des 
fraction.  Choose  then,  but  choose  wisely  ; and 
jpav  He  who  knows  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and 
yvho  holds  in  his  hands  the  fate  of  nations,  guide 
you  to  a result  the  mo-t  compatible  with  your 
rights  and  interests,  vour  peace  and  happiness. 

Bv  the  General. 

A.  P.  HULL, 

Captajn  of  the  13th  U.  S.  reg.  of  infantry  and 
aid  de-carnp. 

jflectd  quarters , ? 

Sandwich,  July  12,  1812, y 

J£*ti'act  of  a letter  from  Urbanna,  (Chip,)  to  a gen- 
tleman in  Baltimore,  dated  July  18. 

“ Mr.  Fowler,  who  is  immediately  from  Detroit, 
informs  us  that  the  army  of  general  Hull  met  with 
a friend Jy  reception  from  the  Canadians  at  Sand- 
wich ; fifty  of  their  militia  joined  our  army  on  Sun- 
last  , our  troops  manifest  a friendly  disposition 

to  ail  who  continue  at  their  places  of  residence 

M* . Fowler  met  with  an  Indian  near  Detroit,  on 
Sunday,  who  informed  him  that  the  British’had 
sent  their  women  and  children  from  Malden  to  the 
eastward  ; that  they  expected  our  army  to  march 
to  Malden  immediately  : that  700  English  and  300 
Indians  would  mee-.  them  at  the  end  of  the  Long 
ridge  to  give  them  a fight.  An  express  was  irn 
Jnediate.lv  d snatched  to  General  Hull,  communicat- 
ing their  intentions.  The  Long  Bridge  is  over  a 
peep  apd  miry  creek.  Bv  na  ching  about  three 
tnijes  higher  up,  the  army  will  be  able  to  wade  the' 
cr^ek.” 


General  Orders. 

Jlfad-Quarlers,  Boston , JulycZ\,  IS12. 
Having  been  authorised  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  accept  the  offer  of  any  companies 
of  volumeers,  either  of -infantry,  cavalry  or  artillery, 
who  may  organize  themselves  ior  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  conformity  will*  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  Feb.  6,  1812,  and  the  supplementary  act 
ot  July  6th  inst. 

1 hereby  give  notice,  to  all  such  Americans  as 
possess  a sufficient  degree  of  patriotism  and  military 
ardor,  at  this  interesting  crisis,  to  volunteer  their 
services  in  defence  of  their  country — that  as  soon 
is  a sufficient  number  of  able  bodied  citizens,  shall 
associate  and  subscribe  their  names  to  an  enroll- 
ment in  conformity  to  the  before  mentioned  acts, 
with  suitable  characters  as  officers,  and  shall  trans- 
mit to  me,  at  Albany  state  of  New-Yrork,  a copy 
of  their  enlistment,  with  the  names  of  the  com- 
missioned and  non  commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians and  privates,  their  services  will  be  acecepted  ; 
and  the  officers  will  be  commissioned  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Uuited  States  and  will  retain  their  arms 
when  dneharged  from  service.  A company  must 
consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  one 
second  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  four  sergeants,  four 
corporals,  two  musicians,  and  not  less  than  sixty- 
?-ix  privates  When  a sufficient  number  of  compa- 
nies are  formed  they  will  be  organized  into  batta- 
lions, regiments,  brigades  and  divisions. 

H.  DEARBORN; 

Major-general  Untied  States  At  my. 

AN  ACT 

Supplemen'arv  to  the  act,  entitled  ct  An  act  autho- 
rising the  president  of  the  United  States  to  accept 
and  organise  a volunteer  corps. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house,  of  mepre  enta? 
lives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  in  all  cases  where  volunteers  have  of- 
fered or  hereafter  shall  offer  their  services  to  the 
United  States  under  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  au- 
thorising the  president  of  the  United  States- to  ac- 
cept and  organise  certain  volunteer  military  corps,’* 
;t  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  and  commission,  officers  thereto, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate, 
anything  in  thesaid  act  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing : Provided , that  prior  to  the  issuing  ot  such 
commissions,  the  volunteers  aforesaid  shall  have 
signed  an  enrolment,  binding  themselves  to  service 
conformably  to  the,  provisions  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a supplement. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted , that  th6  presi- 
dent be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  form  the 
corps  of  volunteers  into  battalions,  squadrons,  re- 
giments, brigades  and  divisions,  and  to  appoint 
thereto  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
senate,  general,  field  and  staff  officers,  conforma- 
bly with  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  officers  of  a similar  grade  and  corps 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  Tor  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
recess  of  the  senate,  to  appoint  all  the  officers  au- 
thorised hy  this  act,  which  appointments  shall  he 
submitted  to  the  senate  at  their  next  session,  for 
their  advice  and  consent. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  case  the 
volunteers,  when  their  term  of  service  shall  have 
expired,  shall  deliver  their  stand  of  arms  and  accou- 
trements, in  good  order  to  the  proper  officer,  they 
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shall  be  entitled  to  receive  in  lieu  thereof,  ten  dol- 
lars for  every  stand  of  a>  ms  so  delivered. 

H.  CLAY, 

Sneaker  of  the  home  of  representatives. 

1 WM-.  li.  CRAWFORD. 

President  of  the  senate  pro -tempore. 

July  6,  1812. 

approved,  JAMES  MADISON. 

The  following  is  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  Feb. 

6,  1812.  to  which  the  above  is  supplementary  : 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  any  com 
pany,  battalion,  regiment,  brigade  or  division,  thus  ( 
offering  itself  for  the  service,  shall  be  liable  to  be 
called  upon  to  do  military  duty,  at  any  time  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  judge  proper,  with- 
in two  vears  after  he  shall  have  accepted  the  same, 
and  shall  be  hound  to  continue  in  seivice  for  the 
term  of  twelve  months  after  they  shall  have  arrived 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharg 
ed  : and  when  so  called  into  service,  and  whilst  re- 
maining therein,  shall  be  under  the  same  rules  and 
regulations,  and  he  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  rations, 
forage,  and  emoluments  of  every  kind,  bounty  and 
clothing  excepted,  with  the  regular  troops  of  the 
United  States  : Provided , that  in  lieu  of  clothing, 
every  non  commissioned  officer  and  private,  in  any 
company  who  may  thus  offer  themselves,  shall  be 
en’itled,  when  called  into  service,  torcceivein  mo 
ney  a sum  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  clothing  of  a non- 
commissioned officer  or  private  {as  the  case  may  be) 
in  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States. 


British  Parliament. 

[FROM  a LONDON  PAPER  OF  JUNE  17.] 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Orders  in  Council. — Mr.  Brougham  moved,  that 
an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  royal  high 
ness  the  prince  Regent,  stating  that  the  bouse  had 
enquired  into  the  distressed  state  of  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  country,  that  the  result  of  their  en- 
quiries had  induced  them  to  believe  that  it  was  chief- 
ly owing  to  the  orders  in  council  of  1807  and  1809, 
that  at  the  same  time  that  they  assure  his  royal 
highness  of  their  desire  that  the  maritime  rights  of 
the  country  should  be  maintained  unimpaired,  they 
recommend  the  revocation  of  those  orders  as  inju 
rious  to  the  country  and  an  unjust  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  neutral  powers. 

Mr  Brougham  made  a long  speech  in  support  of 
his  motion,  Mr.  Rose  in  opposition,  and  Mr.  Bar- 
ing in  favor. 

Lord  Castlereagh  (one  of  the  ministers)  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  speech,  said — 

If  the  plan  he  proposed  should  take  place,  and 
the  mutual  intercourse  be  restored,  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  introducing  new  connections,  which 
could  not  fail  to  have  the  most  prosperous  and  ben 
.eficial  results.  At  all  events,  he  hoped  the  house 
would  not  at  present  interpose  its  judgment  between 
the  crown  and  the  American  government.  He  was 
conscious  nothing  had  been  discovered  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  executive  government  of  this  country, 
that  shewed  hostility  to  America;  and  he  confi- 
dently hoped  the  present  negociarions  would  be  so 
managed  as  to  put  an  end  to  all  differences  subsist- 
ing between  the  two  countries.  The  vote  he  would 
propose  to  the  house  would  be,  to  pass  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  say.  [ An  universal  cry  of  hear,  hear , 

hear,  from  the  opposition  side  of  the  house. ) He 

confessed  he  did  understand  that  cheer,  if  the  do 


cuments  which  were  necessary  had  been  before  the 
house,  he  should  have  met  the  motion  with  a di- 
rect negative  ; as  it  was  not  so,  that  would  be  the 
motion  with  which  he  should  conclude. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  the  noble  lord  seemed  to 
wish  the  house  to  believe,  ihat  he  proposed  to  do 
something  conciliatory  to  America.  But  did  he 
mean  to  act  immediately  on  his  proposition  ! or 
wa3  it  his  intention  to  send  out  to  America,  and 
tell  her,  that  if  she  would  relax  in  her  late  system 
of  the  non  intercourse  act,  this  country  would  sus- 
pend, or  revoke  or  abandon,  or  do  what,  wi.h  the 
orders  in  council?  Did  he  mean  to  give  any  relief 
to  the  starving  manufacturers  and  ruined  capital- 
ists ? or  did  he  mean  to  advise  his  royal  highness 
the  prince  regent  to  withdraw  the  orders  in  coun* 
cil  till  this  question  should  be  determined  ? * 

Lord  Castlereagh,  in  explanation,  said,  he  meant 
as  he  had  stated,  that  a proposition  should  be  made 
to  the  American  government,  to  suspend  immedi- 
ately the  orders  in  council,  on  condition  that  they 
would  suspend  their  non  intercourse  act ; and  that 
in  the  interval  both  parties  should  use  their  best  en- 
deavors to  prevail  on  Bonaparte  to  restore  the  rules 
of  commerce  to  their  ancient  customary  limits. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said  hesavvno  reason  for  any  such 
proposition  as  that  mentioned  bv  Ioul  Castlereagh. 
i’fhe  American  minister  had  distinctly  and  plainly 
[stated  to  our  ambassador  there,  that  as  soon  as  the 
orders  in  council  were  rescinded,  that  instant  the 
non-intercourse  act  would  cease.  The  noble  lord's 
proposal  could  therefore  do  no  good  ; and  nothing 
but  an  express  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council 
could  be  availing  and  effectual. 

Mr.  Canning  entertained  the  same  opinion  of  the 
orders  in  council  he  originally  did,  that  they  were  a 
justifiable  measure  of  retaliation  on  the  enemy  ; but 
that  retaliation  he  always  considered  of  a political 
and  not  a commercial  nature.  It  was  becoming  the. 
character  of  this  country  to  exert  its  strength  in 
defence  of  its  just  and  necessary  lights  ; but  it  was 
also  becoming  its  character  to  exercise  its  rights,  so 
as  to  keep  within  the  rules  of  strict  justice  to  others. 
He  did  not  approve,  therefore,  of  converting  a mea- 
sure of  political  retaliation  into  a commercial  mon- 
opoly for  ourselves  : but  he  was  happy  that  such  a 
principle  was  disclaimed.  Whether  it  was  right  or 
not  to  permit  this  enquiry  to  he  commenced,  ha 
would  not  now  consider  : but  he  felt  himself  under 
some  difficulty  for  he  had  always  considered  this 
as  a great  political  question,  though  certainly  con- 
nected with  commerce,  which  no  B:  itish  statesman 
ought  to  lose  sight  of;  and  yet,  by  consenting  to 
try  it  on  the  ground  of  commercial  pressure,  the 

question  was  prejudged. There  was,  in  truth, 

great  political  parties  interested  in  this  question — 
America,  Great  Britain  and  France  ; and  yet,  from 
our  mode  of  trying  the  question,  we  precluded  our- 
selves, in  some  measure,  from  the  exercise  of  a due 
discretion  in  regard  to  our  own  orders  in  council, 
with  a view  to  what  might  be  done  by  the  other 
parties. 

This  was  his  opinion.  But  now,  however,  the 
enquiry  had  taken  place,  and  the  only  remaining 
consider  ation  was,  how  to  turn  it  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  contended, 
that  revocation  was  better  than  suspension.  lie 
had  no  hopes  that  concession  would  make  any 
change  in  the  measures  of  Fiance, — but  he  yielded 
to  the  hopes  of  a.  reconciliation  with  America  and 
relief  to  the  distresses  of  this  countr  y. 

Mr.  Brougham  then  congratulated  the  house  and 
the  country  on  the  prospect  cf  speedily  getting  rid 
of  the-H.  orders  in  council.  He  hoped  they  should 
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never  hear  of  them  again  ; indeed  he  was  sure  they 
would, for  he  should  like  to  see  any  one  that  would 
dare  to  re  animate  them.  He  hailed  the  absence  of 
fcis  learned  friend  (Stephen)  though  he  should  have 
been  sorry  for  it  on  any  other  occasion  ; for  it  was 
evident  his  honorable  and  learned  friend  had  not 
been  able  to  bring  himself  to  witness  the  death  of 
his  darling  offspring,  the  orders  in  council.  The* 
enquiry  has  been  long  and  tedious,  but  it  had  not 
been  in  vain.  He  declined  all  idea  of  having  con- 
sidered the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  as 
part  of  the  law  of  nations.  The  noble  lord,  he 
hoped,  would  withdraw  his  mode  of  proceeding  to 
the  orders  of  the  day,  and  explain  more  distinctly 
■what  was  the  exact  intention  of  government.  He 
suggested  that  the  debate  might  be  adjourned  till 
Friday,  that  they  might  understand  each  other  more 
clearly  before  they  came  to  a decision. 

Lord  Castlereagh  must  oppose  the  orders  of  the 
the  day  to  the  address,  which  he  considered  a3  an 
unconstitutional  interference  with  the  executive  go- 
vernment. But  the  words  the  of  address  covered  the 
proposition  which  he  had  suggested,  for  it  recom- 
mended to  his  royal  highness  to  repeal  or  suspend 
the  orders  in  council 

The  question  Was  then  loudly  called  for,  and  the 
gallery  cleared.  Xnto  division,  however  took  place*; 
but  we  understand  that  after  some  conversation, 
lord  Castlereagh- and  Mr.  Brougham  w ithdrew  then 
mol  ions,  upon  an  understanding  that  ii is  lordship 
was  pledged  at  least  to  the  measure  of  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  orders  in  council. — —Adjourned  at  3 
o’clock. 

THE  ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

It  will  have  been  seen  from  our  report  of  the  de- 
bate of  the  house  of  commons  last  night,  that  mi 
nisters  have  determined  to  rescind  the  orders  in 
council,  but  they  mean,  most  wisely,  as  we  think, 
to  make  this  measure  contingent  on  the  repeal  of 
the  American  non-intercourse  act,  and  to  hold  out 
the  threat  of  similar  regulations,  if  France  be  per 
mitted  by  the  Americans,  with  impunity  to  commit 
those  disgraceful  aggressions  upon  the  law  of  nature 
and  nations,  by  which  the  conduct  of  her  ruler  has 
been  ever  distinguished.  The  Gazette  of  Saturday 
will  contain  a proclamation  to  this  effect. 


Two  [British]  Views  of  War. 

From  the  London  Courier,  Jane  5. 

AMERICA. — Gen.  Hull,  is  said  to  have  set  off 
from  Washington  to  Detroit  to  take  the  command 
of  8000  men  destined  to  attack  Upper  Canada.  The 
conquest  of  the  Canadas  and  Nova  Scotia  is  the  fa- 
vorite object  of  the  Americans,  and  in  their  eager- 
ness to  undertake  it,  they  forget  the  danger  to  which 
they  expose  their  own  territory,  particularly  New 
York,  and  the  possible  risk  of  a separation  of  the 
northern  from  the  southern  states.  They  forget 
that  the  conquest  of  Canada  was  not  found  so  easy 
when  General  Montgomery  marched  to  attack 
Quebec  in  1775,  and  was  killed  himself  in  the  at- 
tempt. A very  strong  memorial  has  already  been 
drawn  up  by  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  both  against 
e nbargofand  war.  However  if  America  be  determin- 
ed on  war,  war  she  shall  have  and  the  guilt  or  it  rest 
on  her  head  alone.  For  we  have  not  provoked  it, 
Unless  it  be  called  provoking  it  to  resort  to  acts  of 
retaliation  against  an  enemy,  and  refuse  to  withdraw 
them  until  the  enemy  have  withdrawn  the  measur  es 
that  rendered  them  necessary. 

Undoubtedly  we  deprecate  war  with  America,  but 
\ve  cannot  dread  it.  She  had  already  adopted  all  the 


means  in  her  power  of  hurting  us — and  she  must 
be  made  to  feel  how  we  cm  injure  her.  Sue  thinks 
that  vve  have  already  enough  upon  our  hands  in 
contending  with  France- — we  dt-siie  no  mure  cer- 
tainly— we  desired  to  apply  our  resources  exclusive- 
ly to  the  maintenance  ot  those  principles  which  can 
alone  prevent  this  poor  short-sighted  government 
of  America  from  b-ing  not  the  too!,  mr  tne  tool 
of  Bonapare  they  are  a*. ready,  but  his  victim.  But 
America  knows  not  that  the  vigor  of  the  Britiih. 
empire  increases  with  the  necessity  of  exerting  it — 
that  our  elasticity  rises  with  the  pressure  upon  us — 
chat  difficulties  only  make  us  more  firm  and  un- 
daunted—that  dangers  only  give  us  the  additional 
means  of  overcoming  them.  It  is  in  such  a stale  of 
affairs,  in  such  a great  crisis,  that  a nation  like  Great 
Britain  becomes  greater.  We  are  now  the  only 
bulwark  of  liberty  in  the  world — placed,  a little 
spot,  a speck  almost  on  the  ocean,  between  the  old 
and  the  new  world,  we  arc  contending  wkh  both  ; 
with  one  ai  m vve  are  beating  the  armies  of  the  mas- 
ter of  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  wan  l he.  other 
we  shall  smite  his  Prefect  on  the  continent  of  .America. 
God  forbid!  that  we  .should  treat  with*  lev  ft  v trio 
evils  of  war,  or  that  vve  should  express  pleasure  at 
their  being  aggravated  or  extended.  But  some  sat  is- 
faction it  must  be, 'that  vve  shall  be  acquitted  it?  live 
eyes  of  the  wor  ld,  and yve  dare  believe,  in  the  eyes  of 
| him  who  sees  and  knows,  and  directs  all,  of  bavin y 
j desired  or  excited  this  nevv  war.  Bufletus  weigh  and 
compare  the  additional  evils  of  this  new  war,  added 
to  the  war  with  France,  with  the’ greater  and  more 
permanent  evils  of  sacrificing  for  any  temporary 
convenience  or  relief,  those  great  principles  by 
which  alone  we  can  hope  to  remain  a great,  a free 
and  a prosperous  nation.  Bonapaite  desires  us  on 
the  one  hand  to  abandon  our  maritime  rights,  and 
America  lending  herself  to  this  purpose,  demands 
that  while  we  . are  at  war  with  France  vve  should'  sa- 
crifice those  principles  by  which  our  corn  mere « ha* 
grown  to  its  present  height — that  wejshould  in  fact 
surrender  our  trade  into  her.  hands.  Against  such 
insulting  arid  ruinous  demands  we  must  contend 
with  the  whole  force  and  vigor  of  the  empire  ; like 
Ike  Gaul  we  mus£  throw  our  sword  into  the  scab.*. 

[Now  lest  the  reader  should  be  scared  out  of  his 
seven  senses  by  the  preceding,  wc  give  the  opinion 
of  another  Englishman,  to  quiet  and  console  jiirn.j 

From  the  London  Statesman  of  June  \y. 

It  has  been  stated  that  in  a vyar  with  this  country, 
America  has  nothing  to  gain.  In  opposition  to  this 
assertion  it  may  be  said,  with  equal  trull/,  that  in  a 
war  with  America,  tins  country  has  notl/ngto  g un, 
but  much  to  lose.  Let  us  examine  the  relative  situa- 
tion of  the  two  countries. — -America  c plainly  cannot 
pretend  to  wage  a maritime  war  with  us  ; she  has 
no  navy  to  do  it  with.  But  ^rnevica  has  nearly 
100,000  as  good  seamen  as  any  in  the  world,  all  of 
whom  would  be  activcly.empJoyed  against  our  trade 
in  every  part  of  the  ocean  in  their  fast  sailing  *hips 
of  war,  rpany;  of  which  will  be  able  to  cope  with  our 
small  cruizers  ; and  they  will  be  found  to  b-  sweep- 
ing the  West  Indiascas,  and  even  carrying  desola- 
tion into  the  chops  of  the  channel.  Every  one  must 
recollect  what  they  did  in  the  latte?™  part  of- the  Ame- 
rican war.  The  books  at  Lloyd’s  will  recount  it; 
ami  the  rate  cf  assurances  at  that  time  will  clearly 
prove  what  theft  i*  diminutive  strength  was  able  to 
effect  in  the  face  cf  our  navy,  and  that  when  nearly 
one  hundred  pendants  was  iiyjng  on  their  coast. — 
Were  vve  then  able  to  prevent  their  going  m and 
out,  or  stop  them  from  taking  our  trade  and  our 
storesbips  even  in  sight  of  our  ga  prisons.  Besides, 
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ware  they  not  in  the  English  and  Irish  channel 
picking  up  our  homeward  bound  trade — sending 
their  prizes  into  French  and  Spanish  ports,  to  the 
great  terror  and'annoyance  of  our  merchants  and 
ship  owners  ? 

These  are  facts  which  oan  he  traced  to  a period 
when  America  was  in  her  infancy;  without  ships 
. — without  seamen — without  money — and  at  a time 
when  our  navy  was  not  much  less  in  strength 
than  at  present.  The  Americans  will  be  found 

TO  BE  A DIFFERENT  SORT  OF  ENEMY  BY  SEA  THAN 

the  French. 

They  possess  nautical  knowledge  with  equal  en 
terprise  to  ourselves  ; they  will  be  found  attempting 
deeds  which  a Frenchman  would  never  think  of;  and 
they  will  have  all  the  ports  of  our  enemy  open,  in 
which  they  can  make  good  their  retreat  with  their 
booty.  In  a . predatory  war  on  commerce,  Great 
Britain  would  have  more  to  ipse  than  to  gain,  be-, 
cause  the  Americans  would  retire  within  themselves, 
having  every  thyig  they  want  for  supplies,  and  what 
foreign  commerce  they  might  have,  would  be  carri 
ed  on  in  fast  sailing  armed  ships,  which  as  hereto- 
fore, would  be  able  to  fight  or  run  away  as  best 
suited  their  force  or  inclination.  Much  is  also  to 
to  be  apprehended  from,  the  desertion  of  our  seamen, 
who  will  meet  with  every  encouragement  in  the  U. 
States,  by  protecting  laws  made  in  their  favor,  per- 
haps large  douceurs  offered  for  their  disaffection ; 
and  it  is  well  known  the  predilection  which  our 
sailors  have  for  the  American  shores.  These  are 
considerations  which  by  far  out-weigh  any  advanta 
ges  that  ought  partially  to  arise  to  individuals  from 
a few  scattering  piizes  that  might  be  taken  by  our 
cruizers.  Their  harvest  seems  much  more  abun- 
dant under  those  wretched  and  impolitic  regulations, 
called  the  orders  in  council , the  existence  of  which 
gives  rise  to  the  present  differences  between  the 
two  countries;  has  drained  our  treasury,  and  is 
starving  thousands  of  our  manufacturing  brethren. 
America  could  sustain  no  possible  injury,  but  in- 
ternal taxation, from  a war  with  this  country,  which 
would  not  bear  any  proportion  to  what  we  might  feel 
from  the  circumstances  already  mentioned,  and 
which  we  would  most  seriously  have  to  apprehend  ; 
for  our  ships,  without  a large  military  force,  durst 
not  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
military  force  in  our  present  situation  is  no  where 
to  be  found.  The  probable  consequence  would  be 
the  starvation  of  our  West  India  colonies,  and  the  loss 
of  Upper,  if  not  of  Lower  Canada  ; while  the  total 
want  of  specie  (which  latterly  has  been  wholly  drawn 
from  the  United  States)  to  pay  our  troops  at  Hali- 
fax and  Quebec,  could  not  fail  to  accelerate  the 
mischief. 


British  Loan — 1812. 

London,  June  12. 

This  morning  the  gentlemen  who  intended  to 
bid  for  the  loan  waited  upon  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  The  following  is  the  amount  of  the 
loan  and  the  terms  of  the  bidding: 

England  15,650,000  £ 

Ireland  4,350,000 

20,000,000 

East  India  Company  2,500,000 


22,500,000  £ 

It  is  proposed  for  every  100  £ money K 120  £ 
three  per  cent,  reduced  annuities. 


The  bidding  to  be  in  the  3 £ per  cent,  consols 
4 £ per  cent,  discount  prompt  payment.  Property 
tax  does  not  attach  on  the  first  Scrip  dividends, 
payable  on  5th  July  and  10th  October. 

Biddings  on  Tuesday,  10  o’clock. 

June  13. — The  lists  of  the  respective  candidates 
for  the  ensuing  loan  of 22  12  millions  have  not  been 
filled  up  with  the  usual  facility.  We  understand 
that,  instead  of  having  numerous  applications  as 
heretofoj  e,  and  being  able  to  make  a selection  of  the 
applicants,  the  prepnTers  of  lists  have  been  obliged 
to  apply  for  contributors. 

To  a question  asked  by  the  Loan  Contractors 
whether  any  other  loan  than  22  millions  would  be 
wanted  for  the  year,  Mr.  Vansittart  replied,  that 
he  and  lord  Liverpool  could  not  pledge  themselves 
that  no  more  money  would  be  wanting. 

[That  another  loan  will  be  necessary  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  present  year  is  indubitable  from  the 
great  falling  off  of  the  revenue  [see  below]  and  the 
extra  expences  required  to  carry  on  the  now  open  war 
against  the  United  States.  Had  the  advices  of  this 
event  reached  England  before  the  loan  was  taken, 
it  is  probable  that  more  serious  difficulties  would 
have  been  felt.] 

Lord  Folkstone  stated  in  parliament  thattheBrilish 
experts  had  last  year  fallen  off  10  000,000  ; ;he  reve- 
nue had  decreased  three  millions  and  the  expenditure 
increased  five  millions. 

Sjtocks  at  London,  June  15 — Consols  58  3 4. 


French  Empire. 

A decree  ofthe  emperor  Napoleon,  dated  the  26th 
January  1812  determines  the  annexation  of  Catalo- 
nia in  Spain,  and  its  being  an  integral  part  of  the 
French  empire,  and  forms  it  into  four  departments. 

1.  The  department  Del  Ter,  chief  place  Gerona. 

2.  The  department  Monscrrat,  chief  place  Bar- 
celona. 

3.  The  department  Mouths  of  the  Ebro,  chief 
place  Lerida. 

4.  The  department  Del  Legre,  chief  place  Pug 
cerda. 

Each  department  is  placed  in  charge  of  a civil 
prelect,  and  the  departments  are  organized  in  a 
military  .generally,  the  chief  place  of  which  is  Per. 
pignan. 

A conscription  of  8000  men  from  these,  four  de- 
partments, has  been  oidered  to  joifJ  the  grand  army 
on  the  Vistula.  , (Aurora. 


Commodore  Decatur. 

From  the  London  Glole. 

[Some  time  ago  a writer  in  a London  paper,  gave  a, 
brief  sketch  of  the  history  of  all  our  naval  com- 
manders, from  what  source,  or  for  what  purpose, 
we  know  not.  The  following  is  a specimen  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  task  was  executed.  J 
Commodore  Stephen  Decatur  is  a native  of 
Philadelphia.  His  father,  the  late  captain  Decatur, 
a man  who  was  endowed  with  every  virtue,  was  of 
French  descent.  The  present  commodore  has  im- 
bibed the  good  qualities  of  his  parents. — he  is  an  offi- 
cer of  the  new  school,  for  he  commenced  his  nau- 
tical career  in  the  navy  under  the  protection  of  the 
late  father  of  the  navy,  commodore  Barry,  as  a 
midshipman,  on  board  the  United  States  frigate. — 
His  assiduity  and  attention  to  obtain  a knowledge 
of  hislprofession,  soon  gained  him  the  confidence  and 
friendship  of  his  commander,  with  whom  it  was  only 
i necessary  to  see  merit  and. reward  it,  He  had  ths- 
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pleasure,  before  his  death,  of  seeing  his  protege 
on  the  list  of  lieutenants.  At  this  period,  the  poli- 
tical intcrestof  commodore  Decatur’s  father  chang 
ed,  altho  he  had  been  a successful  commander  din- 
ing the  revolutionary  war.  He  was  not  a partisan 
of  France  ; and  on  Mr.  Jefferson’s  being  elected 
presiden  t,  and  peace  made  with  France,  he  was  in- 
formed his  services  were  no  longer  required, and  the 
command  of  his  ship,  the  Philadelphia  frigate,  giv 
en  to  captain  Samuel  Barron,  since  commodore. — 
So  disgusted  were  some  of  his  chief  oiiicers  at  the 
conduct  of  the  administration,  and  also  so  alive  to 
the  merits  of  their  late  commander,  that  several  of 
them  resigned  their  commissions  ; among  whom 
were,  1st  lieutenant  Thomas  Wilkie,  since  decea- 
sed, and  4th  lieutenant  Thomas  Hughes,  who 
was  lately  in  London,  master  of  a merchant  ship. — 
Commodore  Decatur  was  not  again  employed  until 
the  year  1804,  when  he  went  up  the  Mediterranean 
with  commodore  Preble  as  alieutenant,but  was  soon 
promoted  to  the  schooner  Enterprize,  as  lieutenant 
commandant.  The  first  opportunity  he  had  of  shew- 
ing his  skill  and  bravery  was  after  the  frigate  Phila 
deiphia  got  aground  off  Tripoli, and  was  taken  posses- 
sion of  by  the  Tripolitans.  Captain  Bain  bridge  and 
the  crew  suffered  the  most  abject  slavery  and  want 
of  almost  every  necessary  for  20 months.  The  Tri- 
politans in  two  hours  after. her  surrender  got  her 
afloat,  and  warped  her  into  the  outward  harbor. — 
Lieutenant  Decatur  immediately  saw  it  was  possible, 
by  taking  the  crew  at  night  by  surprize,  to  set  her 
©n  fire.  He  had  the  day  before  captured  a small 
zebec,  laden  with  fruit  and  oil,  which  was  bound  for 
Tripoli,  and  having  on  board  the  Enterprize  an 
old  pilot  who  understood  the  Tripolitan  language, 
he  suggested  his  plan  to  commodore  Preble, who  ap- 
proved of  it.  He  would  only  accept  of  20  hands, 
although  a much  greater  number  volunteered,  and 
but  one  officer,  Mr.  Morris,  a midshipman.  He 
kept  his  men  concealed  in  the  bottom  of  the  xebec 
and  only  appeared  himself,  in  disguise,  and  the  old 
pilot.  When  hailed  from  the  Philadelphia,  the  pi 
Jot  answered,  that  he  had  lost  his  cable  and  anchor, 
and  begged  to  make  fast  to  the  frigate  until  morning. 
This  they  refused,  but  said  he  might  make  fast  to 
their  s era  hawser,  until  they  sent  a boat  to  the  ad - 
mil  al  for  leave. 

The  boat  put  off  for  the  shore  : on  which  lieuten- 
ant Decatur,  with  his  brave  companions,  boarded 
the  frigate,  and  out  of  fifty  Tripolitans,  not 
one  of  them  reached  the  shore.  Their  consterna- 
tion, was  so  great,  that  numbers  of  them  jumped 
overboard,  and  in  a few  minutes,  the  frigate  was  in 

flames,  and  he  got  out  of  the  harbor  in  safety. 

There  was  but  one  man  of  the  little  party  wounded, 
a seaman  in  the  act  of  saving  his  commander’s  life. 
Lieutenant  Decatur  had  been  disarmed,  and  had 
fallen  ; the  brave  seamen  saw  his  situation,  and 
rushing  forward,  received  the  blow  of  the  sabre  on 
the  arm,  which  would  have  been  a death  blow  to 
his  officer.  Lieutenant  Decatur  was  immediately 
preferred  as  a post-captain,  and  Mr.  Morris  to  a 
lieutenant,  and  presented  with  swords  from  the  A 
mertcan  government.  Pie  was  then  appointed 
commodore  of  the  Neapolitan  gun-boats,  in  the  pay 
of  the  United  States  and  had  several  severe  engage- 
ments with  those  of  the  Bey  of  Tripoli  ; in  one  of 
which  he  had  the  misfortune  of  seeing  his  brother 
killed  at  that  moment' he  had  boarded  one  of  the 
enemy’s  gun  boats.  There  never  were  brothers 
that  had  greater  affection  for  each  other  ; hut  com- 
modore Decatur,  forgetting  private  feeling,  board 
ed,  without  noticing  the  loss,  the  next  Tripolitan 
gun-boat ; after  which  lie  regained  the  one  that  wa* 


lost  by  his  brother’s  death.  On  his  return  on  board 
the  frigate  Constitution, he  related  all  that  had  pass- 
ed, an  account  of  what  they  had  taken  and  lost, 
carefully  avoiding  mentioning,  until  the  last,  the 
death  of  his  brother.  Lieutenant  James  Decatur 
was  universally  regretted  by  the  whole  fleet ; he 
wras  only  22  years  of  age.  Commodore  Decatur  was 
then  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Congress 
frigate,  and  in  the  latter  part  ofl805,  returned  with 
her  to  Washington  and  soon  after  married  a most 
amiable  young  lady  of  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  the 
daughter  of  then  mayor.  He  is  about  34  years  of 
age,  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height,  of  a smart  make, 
but  rather  thin.  His  face  is  more  of  a Frenchman’s 
than  an  American’s,  his  eyes  quick  and  prominent, 
long  face,  and  complection  dark,  with  black  hair. 
He  now  commands  the  frigate  United  States,  and 
is  deservedly  beloved  by  the  whole  navy,  m.  n as  well 
as  officers. 


Desultory  Remarks — pro  Jpatria. 

Stultum  est  timere  qnod  vitave  non  potes. 

It  is  idle  to  fear  that  tvitich  cannot  be  avoided. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  faithfully  repre- 
sented in  Congress,  have  declared  war  ; or  rather 
resolved  by  a retaliation  of  evil  to  put  an  end  to  ag- 
gression. 

The  times  are  most  interesting.  A problem  of 
the  highest  importance  is  about  to  be  solved.  The 
virtue  of  the  nation  is  to  be  tried.  The  cause  of 
humanity  and  hope  of  philosophy,  with  the  fate  of 
free  governments,  are  involved  in  the  event.  How 
awful  is  the  responsibility  ! how  solemn  the  hazard  ! 
We  are  to  determine  by  our  deeds  the  sound- 
ness of  our  theories  ; and  ascertain  whether  a re- 
publican system  of  government,  built  on  the  will  of, 
and  receiving  its  powers  immediately  from  the  peo- 
ple, is  capable,  of  maintaining  its  sovereignty  ; to 
obtain  experimental  knowledge'  of  how  far  the  li- 
berty of  the  citizen  is  compatible  with  the  safety  of 
the  state  ; to  prove,  in  short,  whether  “ the  people 
are  their  own  worst  enemies”  as  is  asserted  by  mon- 
archists. 

Every  reflecting  man  in  America  will  unreserv- 
edly agree,  that  peace  is  the  greatest  of  blessings  ; 
but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  war  in  which  we  have 
embarked  is  the  greatest  of  evils.  The  actual  war 
that  the  enemy  has  waged  against  us  for  many  years 
past,  was  more  truly  destructive  than  the  present 
undisguised  contest  will  be,  if  we  are  faithful  to  our- 
selves. The  former  state  of  things  was  calculated 
to  generate  parties,  promote  malignant  hatred  and 
destroy  social  intercourse — to  undermine  our  feel- 
ings as  a free  and  independent  people,  and  prepare 
the  way  for  a despotism — for  many  seemed  willing 
to  sell  their  birth  right  for  a mess  of  pottage  ; to 
barter  the  rights  of  their  country  and  countrymen 
for  the  scanty  pittance  of  trade  that  a fortign  nation 
was  pleased  to  allow  to  them. 

In  private  life  the  mere  calculating  spirit  of  trade, 
and  sole  attention  to  dollars  and  cents , sink  an  indi- 
vidual to  the  level  of  a brute,  and  render  him  the 
most  miserable  wretch  in  society.  If  we  look 
around  us  we  may  discover  many  such — we  can  see 
men  who  possess  hundreds  of  thousands,  v^-hose  si- 
tuations are  far  less  comfortable  than  the  common 
day- laborer’s.  The  creature  is  fearful  to  enjoy,  in 
moderation,  what  he  obtains  with'&o  much  labor 
and  cost.  He  becomes  merciless  and  unfeeling.  Sad 
and  gloomy  himself,  and  wrapped  in  his  own  mise- 
ries, he  hates  the  happiness  ol  others,  and  feeds  his 
savage  appetite  on  the  calamities  of  mankind.  All 
under  his  influence  are  oppressed  in  the  extreme — 
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and  he  values  his  hoarding  the  more  if  corroded 
with  the  blood  of  rhe  unfortunate.  He  regards  all 
mec.ns  as  honest  and  honorable  that  subserve  his 
purposes  ; and  feels  no  compunction  for  crime,  if 
assu:  of  indemnity.  Money  is  his  god  ; and  all 

the  passions  that  prevail  in  hell  are  his  ministers. 
The  charities  ofhis  heart  are  concentrated  in  him- 
self; and  to  himself  he  is  a tyrant,  cold-hearted  and 
cruel.  He  lives  hated  by  the  world  and  hating  all 
around  him;  and  falls  like  Lucifer,  horror  struck 
and  trembling,  unpitied,  unlamented. 

The  same  spirit  in  a nation  has  the  same  influ- 
ence on  a nation.  The  portrait  that  history  has 
given  us  of  ancient  Carthage  is  the  same  as  that  we 
have  drawn  of  the  avaricious  individual.  This  city 
possessed  immense  wealth,  but  her  population,  at 
large,  was  oppressed  and  miserable ; and  the  na 
tions,  her  subjects  or  tributaries,  were  treated  with 
the  utmost  barbarity.  Poverty  followed  the  train  of 
her  conquests,  and  the  whole  substance  of  the  peo 
pie  was  her  prey.  Yei  further  to  gratify  an  insati- 
able avarice,  she  was  continually  at  war,  while  a na- 
tion was  to  be  found  rich  enough  to  requite  the  ex 
pence  of  carrying  it  on,  until  Rome , by  degrees, 
kept  her  lust  in  due  bounds,  and  finally  rooted  up 
her  foundations,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  world. 

But  Carthage  was  only  a type  of  Great  Britain, 
whose  commercial  tyranny  and  all-grasping  avarice, 
transcend  the  history  of  ancient  times.  VVith  what 
country,  that  had  any  thing  worth  contending  for, 
has  she  not  been  at  war  ? What  region  has  she  not 
attempted,  by  open  violence  or  secret  fraud,  to 
make  subservient  to  her  spirit  for  trade?  Turks  and 
Haitians,  Algerines  and  American  savages  are  equal 
objects  of  he!'  regard,  and  become  her  dear  allies,” 
if  a farthing  is  to  be  made  by  connecting  herself  with 
them.  Her  touch  ha^  been  political  death  to  many 
nations,  for  pounds,  shillings  and  fence,  only,  united 
her  to  them.  The  excesses  of  Carthage  created  the 
Roman  power ; and  but  for  the  machinations  of 
Great  Britain  the  immense  force  of  France  might 
have  remained  to  itself  unknown,  quiescent.  /Spain 
and  Portugal  remain  to  be  completely  ruined  ; for 
Great  Britain  will  abandon  them  on  any  favorable 
change  in  the  position  of  Europe  by  which  she  can 
better  sustain  her  commerce  than  in  supporting 
them.  She  is  using  them  as  mere  agents  of  her 
own  against  the  emperor  of  France,  and  would  as- 
sist the  New- Zealanders  with  the  same  “ patriotic ” 
views,  But  it  is  in  the  east  that  the  hideous  features 
of  her  commercial  barbarities  are  most  strongly  im- 
pressed. In  India , whose  fields  have  been  literally 
fattened  by  the  pntrified  bodies  of  their  slaughtered 
inhabitants,  a tyranny  exists  that,  compared  with 
the  system  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  makes  the  French 
mode,  horrid  as  it  is,  appear  angelic  I In  India 
the  British  have  dethroned  more  princes  than  reign 
in  all  Europe,  and  deliberately  destroyed  more  peo 
pie  than  the  whole  population  of  France  and  Spain: 
and  yet  they  boast  of  more  slaves  than  the  “ tyrant 
Bonaparte”  can  ; for  they  tell  us  they  have  sixty  mil 
hons  of  subjects  in  India — all  obtained  by  the  power 
of  their  arms,  and  the  force  of  their  intrigues.  Yet 
there  are  men  who  gravely  speak  of  the  moderation 
and  justice  pf  Great  Britain  ; and,  with  solemn  phi 
zes,  fitted  to  the  business  of  a “ fast  day,”  we  hear 
them  declare  she  is  fighting  for  the  religion  and  li 
berties  of  the  wor  ld  ! She  has  subjugated  many  free 
countries,  but  never  relieved  one.  She  would  have 
played  the  tyrant  over  these  states,  but  was  resisted 
—She  has  attempted  it  again,  and  will  fail.  Every 
region  of  the  globe,  to  which  a ship  can  go,  with  a 
prospect  of  profit , has  felt  her  ambition— So  much 
m proof  of  her  regard  for  the  liberties  of  the  world  ! 


As  to  religion — she  fights  against  catholics  at  home* 
and  for  them  abroad  ; while  she  wvs  denying  to  her 
own  subjects  of  that  religious  persuasion  an  exer- 
cise of  those  rights  she  allowed  to  others,  and  all 
her  priests  were  “ calling  out  lustily”  for  the  down- 
Tal  of  Antichist,  as  they  are  pleased  to  designate  the 
Pope,  the  guards  of  her  king  were  stationed  at 
Home  to  prop  the  tottering  influence  of  t he  Pontiff — 
and  she  is  now  countenancing  the  establishment  of 
the  “ Holy  Inquisition ,”  in  Spain. 

But  we  have  no  need  to  travel  as  far  as  India  to 
find  evidences  of  the  barbarous  propensities  of  Great 
Britain.  In  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  and 
on  the  “ consecrated  field  of  Tippecanoe her  deeds 
are  imprinted  in  mdeiiable  characters.  Her  alli- 
ances with  the  savages  in  the  revolutionary  war  were 
stamped  with  everlasting  remembrance  and  disgrace 
by  the  indignant  eloquence  of  Chatham.  It  is  indu- 
bitable that  all  our  difficulties  with  the  Indians  have 
originated  with  the  British,  and  that  in  the  present 
war  they  will  use,  to  the  utmost,  “ the  means  that 
God  and  nature  ha.ve  placed  in  their  hands,”  (to 
quote  the  words  of  a member  of  parliament)  to  give 
double  horrors  to  the  contest,  though  it  end  in  the 
extermination  of  the  deluded  Wretches.  The  trade 
in  scalps  (what  do  not  the  British  trade  in  ?)  was  a 
great  business  in  the  former  war — many  bags  full 
of  them  were  collected,  in  consequence  of  regular 
prices  paid  for  them,  no  matter  of  what  size  or  sex  ! 
This  is  a dreadful  fact. 

I venture  to  assert,  however  “ the  party”  may 
startle  at  it,  that  the  history  of  all  governments 
from  the  time  of  Nimrod  to  the  present  day,  does 
not  furnish  any  thing  so  infamous  as  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  British  in  India  and  America 

(u  the  heat  of  battle  and  tumult  of  war,  many  ex- 
cesses must  be  expected  ; but  the  British  govern- 
ment has  always  been  deliberately  cruel  and  base, 
counting  the  profits,  or  valuing  the  effects,  of  out- 
rage and  murder.  The  wanton  burnings  of  our 
towns — the  Jersey  prison  ship — the  massacres  at 
Paoli  and  Wyoming,  with  their  notorious  and  avow- 
ed premiums  for  scalps,  as  well  of  the  mother  as  of 
the  infant  that  nestled  on  her  bosom,  are  sufficient 
proofs  of  the  assertion.  But,  to  catch  the  vulgar 
mind,  we  are  astounded  with  the  cries  of  “ French 
tyranny,”  and  the  lust  of  Bonaparte  for  universal 
dominion.  Granted  that  the  French  government 
is  a tyranny,  and  that  Bonaparte  is  ambitious,  but 
what  has  he  done  to  merit  the  exclusive  reprehen- 
sion of  these  friends  of  humanity?  His  tyranny  is 
far  more  tolerable  than  that  of  G.  Britain , over  con- 
quered countries,  or  even  over  Ireland.  Bonaparte's 
ambition  is  less  prodigal  of  blood  than  British  ava- 
rice. These  are  facts  easy  of  proof — but  we  have  such 
a constant  clamor  of  the  former,  while  the  doings  " 
of  the  latter  are  so  smoothly  glossed  over,  that  in 
spite  of  truth  itself,  we  are  prejudiced. 

After  years  of  forbearance  and  the  grossest  in- 
sults and  indignities,  we  are  at  open  war  with  this 
modern  Carthage,  as  is  nearly  all  the  world.  Like 
the  children  of  Ismael,  the  robbers  of  Arabia , “her 
hands  are  against  every  man,  and  every  man’s  hands 
against  her.”  The  great  love  of  the  American  peo- 
ple for  peace,  which  has  been  construed  into  a das- 
tardly disposition,  has  availed  them  nothing.  A 
relentless  war,  increasing  in  its  extent  with  our 
submission  to  insult,  has  compelled  resistance.  Of 
all  the  nations  of  the  world  we  possess,  from  various 
causes  united,  the  best  means  to  retaliate  and  cor- 
rect our  wrongs.  We  are  thankful  that  this  ability 
is  afforded,  as  it  promises  a speedy  peace,  the  real 
object  of  the  war.  Every  American,  therefore,  is 
in  duty  bound  to  use  every  effort  of  mind  and  body 
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TO  THE  NATIVES  OF  IRELAND, 


to  encourage  and  support  the  contest — if  England 
si  all  fal1,  as  Carthage  did  before  her  by  the  agency 
ol  hei  own  crime*',  the  fault  belongs  to  her  own  cor 
rupfc  government ; and  the  people,  by  any  proba 
ble  change,  must  better  their  condition. 

Every  American,  be  his  opinion  on  local  politics 
what  it  may,  is  deeply  interested  in  the  speedy 
and  snccessful  termination  of  the  war,  as  well  as  in 
the  happy  resolution  of  the  problem  first  stated.  To 
effect  the  former  he  will  contribute  his  might  to  aid 
the  force  and  spirit  of  the  nation.  In  unity  of  exer- 
tion there  must  be  success  ; and  we  shall  establish 
in  practice  the  theory  of  all  the  friends  of  free  go- 
vernment, in  every  age — to  wit,  that  a republican 
government  is  the  strongest  as  well  as  the  most  vir- 
tuous that  human  wisdom  has  deviied.  We  have 
an  immensely  valuable  stake  in  this  contest ; and 
must  direct  our  energies  to  one  point  to  retrieve  it, 
and  fix  the  sovereignty  of  our  country  on  such  a I 
basis  as  shall  command  the  respect  of  the  world.  I 

The  system  of  government  under  which  we  live  j 
is  the  grandest, experiment  upon  the  political  moral- 
ity and  private  virtue  of  a people  that  ever  was  tried 
— so  far  it  has  completely  succeeded.  And  shall  we 
dash  the  full  cup  of  happiness  from  our  lips  to  grati- 
fy the  lust  of  a few  desperate  partizans,  seeking  for 
ojf  ce? — shall  the  hope  of  "humanity,  the  glory  of 
the  world  and  asylum  of  mankind,  be  destroyed  by 
the  intrigues  of  the  most  corrupt  government  on 
the  globe?  Shall  the  repose  of  this  enlightened 

confederacy- that  estate  of  security  and  ease 

which  we  have  enjoyed,  and  may  still  enjoy  (if 
we  dcseive  it)  be  jeopardized  by  our  faithless- 
ness to  ourselves  j-and  the  pride  of  ancient  and  mo 
dern  times  be  humbled  by  the  want  of  union  ? No 
— the  spirit  of  Washington  will  descend,  and  cement 
thehearts  ofthe people, and  teach  them  that  their  first 
great  duty  is  to  rally  round  the  standard  of  the  law; 
to  cherish  and  sustain  the  constitution  and  defeat 
the  foe. 


To  the  natives  of  Ireland. 

“In  pence  there’s  nothing  so  becomes  a man, 

As  modest  still; less  and  humility  : 

But  when  the  bbrtftvff  rSar  blows  in  ouv  ears — 

Stiffen  the  sinews,  summon  up  the  blood”— 

In  conformity  with  our  fixed  determination,  while 
the  war  against  our  wicked  and  remorseless  en- 
emy lasts,  to  do  every  thing  that  is  honorable  and 
honest  to  encourage  our  own  people,  and  discom- 
fit the  foe,  that  we  have  the  power  to  perform,  no 
matter  who  may  he  the  president — for  electioneering 
views  appear  to  influence  many,  particularly  in 
Massachusetts — it  is  with  uncommon  pleasure  we 
give  place  to  the  following  eloquent  and  spirited 
address  tothenatives  of  Ireland  domiciliated  in  the 
United  States — a people  fully  acquainted  with 
the  ambitious  views,  overwhelming  avarice,  and 
eamly-calculating  cruelty  of  the  British  nation  ; 
and  able,  as  well  from  their  numbers,  as  their 
knowledge  of  arms  and  their  spirit  to  use  them,  to 
render  their  adopted  country  the  most  important 
services.  They  have  here  found  what  they  sought 
for  in  vain  at  home — the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
religion , with  peace,  liberty  apd  safety.  Our  peace  is 
disturbed  by  their  old  enemy  and  ours — by  war  we 
must  regain  that  blessing,  as  well  as  preserve  the 
others— and  will  regain  and  preserve  them  spee 
dily  if  all  will  do  their  duty.  Every  man  to 
his  post ! 

The  address  is  copied  from  the  « Shamrock an  ex- 
cellent paper,  chiefly  devoted  to  the  publication  of 
affairs  interesting  to  Irishmen  3 and  issued  at 


Nevv-York.  This  article  was  written  before  the 
declaration  of  war,  but  ’till  now,  though  on 
file,  overlooked.  Ei>.  Reg. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Shamrock. 

At  the  present  momentous  crisis,  when  the  busi-' 
ness  ofihe  public  may  truly  besaid  to  be  every  man’s 
business,  I request  you  will  afford  me  room,  through 
the  medium  of  your  widely  circulated  paper,  toad- 
dress  a few  words  to  those  numerous  and  important 
classes  of  our  population  who  have  emigrated  from 
Ireland  and  are  now  resident  in  this  country — them., 
among  whom  will  be  found  so  much  of  “ the  materi- 
als for  war,'”  without  further  preface,  I hail,  as 
Countrymen  ! 

The  land  of  our  choice  is  about  to  exchange  her 
peaceful  habits — the  aggressions  of  England  have 
rendered  it  necessary  to  put  the  nation  into  armor — 
the  people  arc  about  to  arise  in  the  majesty  ot  their 
strength — they  declare  by  their  delegates  that  for- 
bearance is  no  longer  a virtue  ! Measures  shall  no 
longer  depend  on  the  contingent  repeal  of  a British 
act  of  parliament,  or  a change  in  the  cabinet  of  St. 
James.  What!  they  exclaim,  must  a mighty  -nation 
■stand  gaping  for  the  wind  which  blows  them  the  new  t 
of  one  man  going  into  a closet  and  another  com- 
ing out  ? No  ! the  genius  of  our  free  constitution 
forbids  farther  delay,  and  haughty  Britain  must  be  * 
forced  to  do  us  justice.  It  was  eloquently  and  truly 
said,  that  the  characteristic  of  Irishmen  was  affection 
even  for  slight  benefits — hence  America  may  confi- 
dently rely  on  your  aid  when  we  shall  have  most 
need  of  it : and  aid  the  more  valuable  from  many  of 
you,,  having  served  in  the  armies  of  Britain,  and 
contributed,  however  unwillingly,  to  the  glory  of, 
her  arms  in  every  quarter  of  the  glebe. 

“ Hark  from  yon  stately  ranks  what  laughter  rings; 

Mingling  wiki  mirth  with  war’s  stern  minstrelsy  ; 

His  jest  while  each  blithe  comrade  round  hiru  "slings,  , 

And  moves  to  death  with  military  glee; 

Boast.  Erin,  boast  them  ! tameless,  frank  and  free, 

In  kindness  warm,  and  fierce  in  danger  known. 

Rough  nature’s  children,  humorous  as  site.” 

Remember  that  in  return  for  the  blood  of  our  coun- 
trymen so  profusely  shed  iu  the  service  of  Britain 
she  repays  them  with  ingratitude  and  insult,  by 
rendering  the  great  majority  of  them  aliens  in  the 
land  of  their  fathers  ; thus  making  their  condition 
such  as  would  warrant  them  in  addressing  theduke 
of  Richmond,  the  ephemeral  representative  of  Bri- 
tish majesty,  in  the  language  of  ancient  Britons  to 
the  consul  Aetius  : 

“ We  were  driven  from  foreign  usurpation  to  do- 
“ me?tic  tyranny.  We  are  now  driven  back  again 
“ and  in  our  choice  of  evils  we  wish  to  be  swaliow- 
“ ed  in  the  depth  of  despotism,  rather  than  suff  er 
“ the  slow  poison  administered  by  our  own  coun^ 
‘^trymen.  Forgive  our  apostacy.  We  abjure  eve- 
“ ry  doubt  entertained  of  your  infallibility,  and  all 
<*  we  ask  is  to  die  in  the  euthenasia  of  absolute  mon- 
“ archy.” 

How  truly  descriptive  of  the  state  of  Ireland  in 
the  19th  century,  under  the  mild  sway  of“  George 
the  third,  defender  of  the  faith,”  Qc. 

Such  ofyou  as  flee  from  this  worse  than  “ Egyp- 
tian bondage”  have  to  “ run  the  gauntlet”  through 
“ her  thousand  ships  of  war,”  liable  to  be  impress- 
ed on  board  ‘f  floating  hells,”  or  fixed  as  the  feudal 
vassals  of  some  lordling  to  the  barren  and  inhospit- 
able soil  of  New  Brunswick  or  Nova- Scotia.  Con- 
trast these  with  your  situation  here.  The  laws  re- 
cognise you  after  a residence  of  five  years,  as  citi- 
zens, and  in  this  character  you  are  sovereigns,  in- 
asmuch as  all  power  in  this  country  is  derived  only 
from  the  people.  What  motives  for  gratitude  ! Shew 
it  then,  my  countrymen,  as  your  fathers  did  at  Cre~. 
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$nona,  at  Lafeldt , at  Fleurus,  at  Almanza , and  at 
Fontenoy.  hut,  why  resort  to  Europe  for  exam- 
ple's of  Irish  gratitude  and  intrepidity,  the  annals  of 
the  revolution  loudly  proclaim  them  in  America — 
the  hallowed  marble  of  the  only  public  monument 
in  New  York  records  the  gallant  deeds  of  a Mont 
comery  ! Illustrious  chieftaift  ! 

“ Erin  claims  thee  as  her  oven.” 

And  her  sons  sigh  to  plant  the  American  flag,  a 
more  noble  monument,  on  that  spot  where  now  re 
poses  thy  mouldering  relics,  over  which  thy  spirit 
must  exult  on  beholding  the  British  lion  put  to 
flight  by  the  American  eagle. 

Assemble  then,  my  countrymen  -!  form  military 
associations.  Choose  capable  and  respectable  lead 
trs,  receive  your  instructions  in  the  open  air  and  by 
day  light.  Close  rooms,  heated  by  stoves,  are  not 
fit  places  wherein  to  form  soldiers.  Sybarites  may 
make  campaigns  on  boarded  floors,  or  thiYik  re 
hemsals  by  caudle  light  will  qualify  them  lo  com- 
mand battalions  ! Alas  ! when  they  come  to  per- 
form before  the  enemy,  they  will  find  themselves 
wo  fully  mistaken,  and  too  late  obliged  to  acknow- 
ledge that  only  Spartan  discipline  can  conquer  Ca- 
nada. 

Repair  to  the  monument  of  Montgomery,  such  of 
you  as  ar  e in  its  vicinity  ; there  receive  your  stand- 
ards : the  place  must  give  the  scene  additional  in- 
terest, and  contribute  to  produce  eloquence  that  will 
speak  to  the  hearts  of  Irishmen,  and  that  enthusi 
asm  which,  to  insure  victory,  requires  only  to  be 
regulated  by  discipline. 

Study  economy  and  convenience  in  your  dress, 
and  do  not  encumber  yourselves  with  a train  oi 
timid  musicians  : 

“ The  spirit-stirring  drum  and  ear-piercing  fife,'’ 
or  the  shrill  bugle,  will  besufficient  to  assemble  you 
lor  duty,  or  enliven  your  march.  In  your  conduct 
shew  “ the  character  of  citizen  and  of  soldier  ce 
mented  in  one  consistent  appellation  and,  if  the 
foes- of  your  country  approach  on  the  sea  board, 
close  with  them  in  their  boats,  (thus  depriving  them 
of 'the  advantage  of  a covering  fire)  and  let  them 
form  on  the  shores  of  Columbia  only  as  captives. 

Remember  the  deeds  <jf  Irishmen  in  the  war  for 
independence  ; recollect  the  scene  on  which  its  se- 
quel is  likely  soon  to  be  performed — the  snowy 
height  of  Quebec  ensanguined  by  the  blood  of  Mont- 
gomery and  many  of  his  compatriots  who  fell  gal- 
lantly fighting  against  the  tyranny  of  Britain. 

STAND  TO  YOUR  ARMS. 

Carry  the  military  science  and  discipline  of  Eu 
rope  into  the  ranks  of  our  volunteer  citizens  ; and. 
should  the  voice  of  your  chosen  country  call  you 
into  Canada  to  redress  her  wrongs,  remember  that 
in  so  doing  you  avenge  your  native  country,  and 
teach  the  host  of  Britain,  that  at  New  Ross  you 
wanted  only  discipline  to  render  you  finally  trium- 
phant over  the  best  appointed  troops  in  Europe. 

You  should  exult  at  the  possibility  of  doing  Eng- 
land an  “ essential  injury  her  weakness  must  ac- 
celerate the  independence  of  Ireland.  The  shade 
of  the  mild  Russel,  of  the  intrepid  Tone,  of  the  gal- 
lant Fitzgerald  victorious  in  death,  of  the  youthful 
Emmet,  whose  firm  and  manly  step  shook  the  scaf- 
fold on  which  he  was  sacrificed  ; with  those  of  the 
“ other  numerous  victims  who  have  magnanimous- 
ly suffered  for  the  liberty  of  Ireland,”  all  point  to 
bhe  performance  of  our  duty  in  America. 

On,  then,  my  countrymen,  let  your  word  for  bat 
tie  be  Montgomery  ! and  the  captured  walls  of  Que- 
bec furnish  matter  for  the  first  line  on  Emmet’s 
tomb.  AMICUS. 


The  Patriots  of  Mexico. 

NEW -ORLEANS,  June  23. 

A gentleman  arrived  in  this  city  from  Havana,  has  communicated 
to  us  die  following  news,  brought  by  a vessel  from  Vera  Cruz. 

Rayon  and  Morelos  having  united  their  lories,  Callejas  collected 
liis  army  and  marched  from  Puebla  with  the  view  of  meeting  rein- 
forcements and  artilery  which  he  knew  had  marched  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  join  his  troops;  but  he  was  anticipated  by  Morelos,  who, 
aware  of  his  plan,  detached  a numerous  troop  of  cavalry  which 
took  possession  of  the  artilleiy  and  ammunition— -the  same  detach- 
ment captured  also  the  castle  Pet  rote.  Callejas,  astonished  and  in- 
timidated by  this  unexpected  blow,  took  a strong  position  at  a place 
called  Bigas,  ten  leagues  from  Xalapa ; he  laid  an  army  of  10,000 
men,  cavalry  and  infantry,  w hen  Morelos  attacked  him  in  his  in- 
trenehment— the  battle  commenced  at  ten  in  the  morning,  and 
lasted  till  lour  in  the  afternoon.  The  victory  remained  lor  some 
time  doubtful,  but  Morelos’s  troops  being  supported  by  a detach- 
ment sent  by  Rayon,  the.  royalists  were  defeated,  Callejas  being 
himself  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  with  the  w hole  of  ids  staff ; 
he  has  been  conducted  to  the  fort  of  I’cU'ote;  the  enraged  people 
demand  and  call  loudly  for  his  head. 

Guadalaxara,  Valladolid,  Guanajuato.  Xacateeas.  and  the  other 
principal  cities,  are  in  possession  of  the  insurgents.  hear  no- 

tiring  of  Mexico,  nor  of  the  vice-coy;  but  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  work  is  consummated. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  cf  high  respectability  at  Nat 
chitoches,  to  tjie  editors  of  Lhc  Natchez  Chronicle,  dated  May  10, 
1312. 

“ I am  not  able  to  detail  you  any  particulars  relative  to  the  re- 
volution iit  Mexico  ; but,  generally,  that  the  revolutionists  are  in 
great  force,  and  advancing  this  way ; and  it  is  expected  will  cut 
their  way  through  all  opposition,  so  as  to  open  a free  communica- 
tion to  this  piaee,  w here  they  will  he  supplied  with  arms,  &c.  (if 
not  men)  to  enable  them  to  complete  the  revolution.  Col.  Bernard 
who  left  this  place  last  fall  for  the  seat,  qf  our  government  has  re- 
turned again,  ami  some  persons  with  him,  and  are  communicating 
with  the  generals  of  the  revolutionary  armies  of  Mexico  relative  to 
future  operations.  The  present  moment  is  pregnant  with  import- 
ant events— a few  weeks  will  unfold  then;.  I hope  within  six 
months  to  see  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  pass  and  repass  as 
freely  throughout  the  present  Spanish  dominions  t*  the  south  sea, 
as  they  now  ilo  through  their  own  country. 

“The  pass  between  Mexico  and  La  Vera  Cruz,  I believe  conti- 
nues shut,  and  the  revolutionists  have  intercepted  all  c.omjnunica 
tion  between  Chihuahua,  the  residence  of  the  governor  general 
and  Mexico.  The  troops  of  the  royal  party  are  deserting  and 
coming  in  here  frequently,  and  say  tltat  the  K-rdina'ai  7th  party 
appear  to  be  losing  ground  fkst.  They  have  been  trying  to  engage 
some  of  the  Indians  in  their  favor— hut  have  entirely  failed.  T he 
Indians  are  inclined  to  favor  the  revolutionists.” 


Military  Notices. 

Naval. 

Since  our  last  we  have  advices  cf  many  captures 
by  the  British  on  our  coast.  They  appear  particu- 
larly partial  te  vessels  returning  from  Lisbon,  whi- 
ther they  went  i.n  so  gr  eat  haste  to  evade  the  embar- 
go, and  feed  the  enemy,  as  they  have-on  board  large 
quantities  of  specie;  many  vessels  have  arrived  safe 
with  from  30  to  130,000 dollars  onboard,  and  others 
are  daily  arriving — But  the  following  and  perhaps 
others  that  we  have  not  heard  of,  havebeen  captured. 
$^-The  British  are  afraid  to  trust  their  men  in 
the  prizes,  and  after  handling  the  cash  generally  let 

the  vessels  go. The  Maria,  with  £30,000  from 

Lisbon  lor  New- York,  by  the  British  brig  Vixen  ; 
the  brig  Nautilus,  from  Oporto,  with  $1,2C0  by  the 
Spartan  frigate ; the  Hiram,  from  Lisbon,  with 
$12,000bylhesame ; a valuable  ship  from  Bordeaux, 
by  the  same,  sent  to  Halifax;  the  brig  Jew,  from 
St.  Ubes,  with  £700  by  the  same  ; brig  Mary,  from 
Algestras,  with  wine  and  £12,000,  sent  into  Halifax, 

by  the  same  ; ship , from  Lisbon,  for  Nevv- 

York,  with  £32,000  fcv  the  Mebmpus  ; brig  Corde- 
lia, for  Boston,  from  Lisbon,  with  £22,000,  and  o©e 
Boston  brig  and  three  other  small  vessels,  of  no 
great  value,  hy  the  Emulous. 

The  brig  Thomas  from  Liverpool,  v,  it?i  salt  and 
crates  for  Amelia  island,  put  into  Boston  on  hear- 
ing of  the  war.  She  was  taken  possession  of  bv 
the  officers  of  government.  In  this  vessel  (here 
came  passengers,  Mr.  James  Major  and  his  family, 
1 a great  Muh-q! esicr  Manufactu .-ci . 
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One  of  the  gun  boats  at  New  York  has  captured 
a vessel  under  Portuguese  colors  with  a cargo  of 
Briiish  goods  supposed  to  be  worth  40,000  dollars, 
and  4000  bushels  of  salt.  It  is  thought  she  will  be 
condemned.  The  gun  boats  at  St.  Mary’s  have 
captured  the  British  schr.  Wade,  from  Nassau,  with 
$21,000  id  specie  ; and  also  another  schr.  from  the 
same  place  with  $10,000. 

Salem,  July  12. — Arrived  ship  Adeline,  Felt,  40 
day's  from  Lisbon,  with  30,000  dollars  specie. 

July  21. — Arrived,  the  British  ship  Jarrett,  cap- 
tain Richard  Jacobs,  prize  to  the  privateer  Fair 
'Trader,  captain  Motgan.  She  was  from  Bristol, 
.England  bound  to  St.  Andrews  in  ballast.  She  is 
•G.  fine  ship  of  nearly  400  tons  ; mounted  two  six 
^pounders,  and  had  18  men  on  board.  The  Fair 
Trader,  (a  small  vessel,  and  having  but  15  men  on 
board  at  the  time)  came  under  the  ship’s  stern,  and 
discharged  a gun  at  her,  when  the  crew  of  the  ship 
(some  of  them  Americans)  refused  to  fight  and  left 
their  guns,  and  the  privateer  boarded  her  without 
resistance.  Four  of  the  crew  immediately  entered 
on  board  the  privateer. 

The  Fair  Trader  had  previously  captured  three 
British  schooners ; one  having  a cargo  of  beef,  flour, 
fish  &.c.  another  loaded  with  gin  and  tobacco,  bound 
to  St.  Andrews,  and  the  other  with  lumber  on  deck. 

Wednesday  arrived  at  this  port  a Briiish  sloop, 
with  25  hhds.  sugar,  prize  to  the  privateer  Polly, 
Captain  Handy. 

A British  schooner  laden  with  sugar  and  indigo 
has  been  captured  by  the  privateer  Argus  of  Boston, 
and  sent  into  Portland. 

The  privateer  Buckskin,  of  Salem,  has  taken  four 
loaded  schooners,  one  laden  with  fish  and  English 
goods.  She  has  also  retaken  a Kennebunk  brig. — 
The  Buckskin  spoke  yesterday  in  the  bay,  a prize 
of  sloop  Polly,  with  55  pipes  of  brandy  and  2 cases 
of  pocket  books. 

Among  the  prizes  taken  by  the  Buckskib  is  a 
schooner  from  Halifax  for  Quebec,  laden  with  mi 
litary  stores,  on  hoard  of  which  was  col.  Pearson  of 
the  British  army,  his  lady  and  family.  She  also 
recaptured  the  bag  Hesper,  taken  by  the  Maid- 
stone frigate. 

The  privateer  Dolphin,  after  a successful  cruise  of 
20  days,  returned  to  Salem  on  Thursday  the  23d 
ult.  The  Dolphin  has  taken  six  prizes  without 
receiving  the  smallest  injury  herself.  She  was  re- 
peatedly chased,  and  at  one  time  for  twenty  four 
hours  on  the  stretch.  She  has  treated  her  prison- 
ers with  the  greatest  kindness  ; and  in  rowing  away 
from  men  of  war  found  great  aid  from  their  volun- 
tary assistance.  The  pnsioners  said  they  had  much 
rather  go  to  America  than  go  back  on  board  British 
men  of  war.  One  of  the  vessels  captured  bv  her  is 
a ship  of  14  guns,  with  a considerable  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  arms.  She  released  a schooner 
after  taking  from  her  1000  dollars  in  specie.  The 
Lyon  has  captured  two  valuable  schooners,  in  ad 
addition  to  the  prizes  heretofore  mentioned. 

The  enemy’s  squadron  that  vvehave  several  times 
heard  of 'in  the  neighborhood  of  New  York,  con 
gists  of  the  Africa  64,  Shannon  and  Belvidera,  (re- 
paired) 38,  and  zEolus  32.  The  Spartan  and  the 
the  whole' force  on  the  Halifax  station,  are  also  on 
our  coast. 

Fr  ant  Union,  July  9. — Last  week  the  British 
sloop  of  war  Queen  Charlotte,  of  22  guns,  arrived 
at  Malden,  having  on  board  the  governor-general  of 
Upper  Canada  and  100  British  troops. 

On  a :t  da  f>;o  Valley,  July  15? — The  inhabitants  near 
(Dgdeiiaburg  have  lately  captured  11  battcaux  on 


the  St.  Lawrence  river  loaded  with  arms  and  am* 
munition  belonging  to  the  British. 

Ten  Gun  boats  have  recently  been  launched  at 
the  Navy  Yard  of  Washington  city.  They  each 
carry  two  long  twenty-fours,  and  are  intended  to 
reinforce  the  gunboat  squadron  at  Hampton. 

An  Albany  paper  says — that  the  whole  of  the  Bri- 
tish naval  force  on  Lake  Ontario,  was  at  the  lust 
dates,  before  Sackett’s  harbor,  blockading  that  port 

and  that  commodore  Woolsey  in  the  United 

States  brig  Oneida,  had  put  into  Otswego,  where 
he  has  landed  his  gun3  and  was  erecting  a land  bat- 
tery for  defence. 

On  Thursday  arrived  at  this  port  [Baltimore]  the 
British  brig  Lamprey  (midshipman  Hadaway]  from 
Jamaica,  for  Halifax,  with  rum  ; pf.ize  to  the 
United  States  frigate  Essex.  The  day  before,  the 
Essex  saw  a fleet  of  transports  under  convoy  of  a 
frigate  and  two  bomb  ketches  from  Jamaica  for 
Halifax,  with  troops — the  Essex  dogged  them  until 
night,  when  she  cut  off  a brig  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty  soldiers  : ransomed  the  brig  for  a bill  of 
exchange  for  14,000  dollars  on  London — disarmed 
the  men,  took  an  exchange  receipt  and  oaths  from 
them  not  to  serve  until  the  provisions  were  compli- 
ed with.  The  fleet  consisted  of  seven  transpoi  ts 
full  of  soldiers — in  latitude  34°  50’  longitude  72°  30’ 
spoke  the  privateer  Comet,  Boyle,  of  Baltimore. 

We  have  also  the  satisfaction  to  notice  the  arrival 
of  many  valuable  vessels  at  this  port  during  the  last 
week — several  from  Lisbon  with  specie.  The  Di- 
ana, one  of  them,  was  boarded  from  the  frigate 
Constitution , on  the  19th  ult.  all  Well 

No  advices  of  commodore  Rodgers  and  his  squad- 
ron are  received  of  later  date  than  in  our  last.  Ac- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  several  nautical  gentlemen 
with  whom  we  have  conversed,  his  return  may  no w 
be  looked  for  hourly.  They  did  not  expect  his  ar- 
rival before  the  first  of  August. 

Launch.  On  Saturday  morning,  the  25th  ult. 
was  launched  from  the  ship  yard  of  Messrs.  Adam 
and  Noah,  Brown,  New  York,  a beautiful  schooner 
of  220  tons,  83  feet  keel,  24  feet  beam,  and  100  feet 
on  deck.  She  was  built  for  a privateer,  end  is 
pierced  for  22  guns.  It  is  supposed  she  will  be  one 
of  the  fastest  sailing  vessels  ever  built  in  this  port. 
Her  Jceel  was  laid  but  four  weeks  ago. 

The  Teazer  privateer  of  New  York,  has  captureda 
British  brig  from  Gibraltar,  in  ballast,  and  sent  her 
into  an  eastern  port. 

Briiish  Licenses. — Two  days  after  the  privateer 
Atlas,  captain  Majfet,  cleared  the  capes  of  Delaware, 
she  boarded,  under  British  colors , the  brig  Tulip, 
captain  Monk,  bound  from  New  York  for  Lisbon, 
having  on  board  1400  barrels  of  flour,  and  some  salt 
provisions.  Captain  Maffet  affected  to  be  sailing 
under  a British  commission,  and  threatened  to  send 
the  Tulip  into  a British  port.  He  kept  up  the  de- 
lusion so  well,  as  completely  to  satisfy  the  captain 
of  the  Tulip,  that  the  Atlas  was  a British  and  not 
an  American  privateer.  This  conviction  being  pro- 
duced, captain  Monk  said  he  would  satisfy  captain 
Maffet  that  he  ought  not  to  molest  or  detain  him. 
He  then  informed  him  that  he  had  Despatches  from 

Mr.  Foster , and  produced  a British  license. 

“ These  papers,”  said  captain  Maflet,  “are  quite 
satisfactory  ; and  now  instead  of  sending  you  into 
a British  port,  I will  send  you  into  the  port  of  Phi- 
ladelphia.” He  then  put  five  men  and  a prize-mas#; 
ter  on  board,  and  the  Tulip  is  now  lying  off  W alnut 
street  wharf. 

We  had  heard  of  a contract  made  atNew-York 
by  Mr.  Fo-ter,  and  also  one  at  Philadelphia,  to  sup- 
ply the  British  armies  with  ’flour, &c.  under  British 
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licenses,  and  we  were  in  hopes,  that  the  ingenuity, 
enterprise  and  management  of  our  privateersmen 
would  discover  the  traitors  who  were  thus  adhering 
to  our  enemies , giving  them  aid  und  comfort.  Captain 
MafTet  deserves,  and  wijl  have,  the  thanks  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  for  the  adroitness  and  judgment 
with  which  he  captured  the  Tulip.  {Phil.)  JJ. Press. 

The  British  squadron  on  our  coast  under  admiral 
Sawyer,  have  captured  several  vessels.  The  frigate 
Constitution,  since  she  left  the  capes  of  the  Chesa 
peake,  has  been  chased  by  seven  British  frigates, 
and  escaped  them  all.  The  British  officers  give  cap- 
tain Hull  great  credit  for  hts  seamanship.  They  have 
captured  the  United  States  brig  Nautilus.  The 
Nautilus  was  taken  after  a chase  of  8 hours.  Com- 
modore Brooke  returned  captain  Crane  his  sword, 
in  consequence  of  his  good  conduct  in  endeavoring 
to*  save  his  vessel.  All  the  officers  and  crew  were 
put  on  board  the  Africa,  64  guns,  commanded  by 
captain  Bastard. 

A 11  MY  MOVEMENTS,  &C. 

On  Friday  the  24th  ult.  three  companies  of  colo- 
nel Winder’s  regiment  (14th)  marched  from  their 
encampment  near  this  city  for  Carlisle,  from  whence 
they  are  to  proceed  to  Albany.  They  were  escort- 
ed by  two  volunteer  troops  of  horse,  and  captain 
S i filer’s  company  of  Yagers,  with  their  excellent 
bind. 

We  learn  (says  the  National  Intelligencer,)  that 
letters  have  been  received  in  this  city  from  Gen. 
Hull,  as  late  as  the  7th  instant.  He  arrived  at 
Detroit  on  the  6th,  with  his  army,  amounting  to 

near  2,500,  all  in  good  health  and  high  spirits. 

Great  exertions  were  making  by  the  British  at  Fort 
Malden  to  array  the  Indians  against  us.  Previous 
to  the  declaration  of  war,  a tomahawk,  stained  with 
blood,  had  been  s%nt  from  Malden  to  all  the  neigh- 
boring tribes ; and  we  understand  that  1500  rations 
were  issued  from  that  post  daily  to  the  Indians  in 
the  vicinity. — ( See  North-Western  Army,  page  356. ) 

The  New- York  line  on  duty  in  the  service  of  the 
United  State1',  or  troops  detached  from  the  militia, 
and  now  under  arms,  amount  to  3,203,  including 
the  200  artillery  in  the  forts  near  New  York  city. 

Four  thousand  stands  of  arms,  the  property  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  have  been  transported  to 
the  borders  of  Canada. 

ACTION  AT  SACKET’s  HARBOR. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  19th  instant,  captain 
M.  T.  Woolsey,  of  the  Oneida,  lying  in  Sacket’s 
Harbor,  discovered  from  the  mast  head  of  his  brig, 
five  sail,  all  British,  viz.  the  Royal  Geoi'ge,  of  24- 
guns  ; the  Prince  Regent,  a new  ship,  supposed 
of  22  ; the  Elmira,  of  20  ; the  Seneca,  of  18  ; the 
name  oF  the  other  not  known  ; about  five  leagues 
distant,  beating  up  for  the  harbor,  with  the  wind  a- 
head.  The  troops  were  immediately  called  to  arms, 
and  expresses  sent  to  call  in  the  neighboring  detach- 
ments and  volunteers,  who  arrived  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  3,000. — 
Soon  after  sun  rise,  the  Prince  Regent  brought  to 
and  captured  the  custom  beat  about  seven  miles 
from  the  harbor,  on  her  return  from  Gravelly 
Point.  The  boat’s  crew  were  liberated  and  set  on 
shore,  with  a message  to  colonel  Beilcnger,  the 
commandant  at  the  harbor,  remanding  the  surren- 
der of  the  Oneida,  and  the  late  British  schooner 
NeNotv,  seized  fora  breach  of  the  revenue  laws 
and  fitting  for  a privateer  ; and  declaring,  that  in 
case  of  a refusal  to  surrender  the  vessels  the  squad- 
.ron  would  burn  the  village  or  lav  the  inhabitants 
under  contribution.  Soon  after  this,  captain  Wool- 
sev  left  the  harbor  in  the  Oneida,  and  ran  down 
Within  a league  of  the  squadron  ; when  he  returned 


and  moored  his  vessel  on  a line  with  a battery 
erected  last  week,  with  springs  on  his  cables- — 
Captain  Woolsey  being  the  most  experienced  en- 
gineer present,  left  the  Oneida  under  the  command 
of  a lieutenant  and  went  on  shore  and  took  the  com- 
mand of  a 32  pounder  mounted  the  day  before  on 
the  battery,  the  other  guns  of  which  consisted  of 
nine  pounders. 

By  this  time  the  enemy  had  arrived  within  gun- 
shot, the  Royal  George,  as  flag  ship,  ahead,  and 
firing  was  commenced  from  the  32  pounder.  This 
was  returned  by  the  squadron,  which  stood  off  and 
on— and  a brisk  cannonading  was  reciprocally 
continued  for  more  than  two  hours,  all  our  gun* 
being  well  manned  and  served — and  it  was  plainly 
discovered  that  the  Royal  George  and  Prince  Re- 
gent were  much  injured.  At  this  time  as  the  flag- 
ship was  weaving,  to  give  another  broadside,  a ball 
from  the  32  pounder*  was  seen  to  strike  her  and 
rake  her  completely  ; after  which  the  squadron 
fired  but  a few  guns  and  bore  away  for  Kingston — 
our  brave  citizens  giving  three  hearty  cheers,  and 
greeting  his  majesty’s  faithful  subjects  with  the  well 
remembered  tune  of  Yankee  Doodle,  from  all  the 
music  at  the  post — not  a man  being  hurt  on  our 
side. 

The  officers,  detached  troops*  volunteers,  and 
citizens  universally  displayed  a degree  of  firmness, 
intrepidity,  and  patriotism  on  the  occasion  worthy 
the  sons  of  freemen  and  defenders  of  republican 
government. 

The  action  was  maintained  within  point  blank 
shot.  Most  of  the  enemy’s  hails  struck  the 
rocks  below  the  battery,  and  one  32  pound  shot  was 
picked  up  by  our  citizens,  it  having  lodged  near 
the  breast  work. 


The  Chronicle. 

Baltimore,  August  1,  1812. 

As  it  is  due  to  the  reputation  of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore that  a full  and  impartial  account  of  the  late 
distressing  riot  should  be  given  to  the  public  ; and 
as  this  could  not  he  satisfactorily  accomplished, for 
many  reasons,  the  present  week,  we  have  thought 
proper  merely  to  mention  to  our  readers,  that  it  is 
our  intention  to  collect  all  the  facts,  as  far  as  it  is 
possible  to  ascertain  them,  free  from  the  exaggera- 
tions of  passion  and  prejudice,  and  to  give  a candid 
narrative,  in  our  next  number,  of  the  various  cir- 
cumstances and  causes  which  led  to  the  melan- 
choly ebullition  of  popular  feeling  on  the  evenings 
of  Monday  and  Tuesday  last.  Until  then  we  res- 
pectfully solicit  a suspension  of  the  public  judgment. 

A Halifax  paper  says  that  several  American  sea- 
men have  been  discharged  from  the  men  of  war,  re- 
fusing to  fight  against  their  country.  Had  they  and 
others  been  discharged  sooner,one  great  cause  of  the 
war  would  have  been  avoided. 

At  a meeting  of  the  booksellers  of  London  and 

* Judge  Atwater  informs  us,  that  Mr.  Woolsey, 
brother  to  captain  Woolsey,  who  was  in  the  action, 
says,  the  shot  was  from  one  of  two  long  brass  nines 
belonging  to  this  state,  under  the  care  of  captain 
Camp  of  Sackett’s  harbor.  Two  shot  from  there.; 
pieces  hulled  the  Roval  George,  and  one  carried 
away  the  fore-top  gallant-mast  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent. Judge  Atwater  a ho  met,  on  Tuesday  moil- 
ing, at  Turin,  45  miles  this  side  of  Sacket's  harbor, 
two  long  twelves,  on  travelling  carriages,  which 
would  probably  reach  the  harbor  on  Wednesday 
evening,  N.  X.  Col. 
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Westminster,  on  the-lllh  of  June,  the  health  of 
the  old  king  was  given  after  dinner  and  drank  with 
enthusiasm — The  Prince  regent  was  proposed,  of 
coarse,  when  a burst  of  indignation  and  universal 
hiss  immediately  followed.  The  high  hopes  that 
were  entertained  of  the  prince  being  blasted  by  his 
conduct,  apparently  seeking  nothing  hut  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  vices,  he  seems  despised  or  hated  by  all. 

The  British  near  the  lines  are  transporting  most 
of  their  valuable  effects,  such  as  specie  and  plate,  to 
Quebec.  General  Brock  commands  in  Upper  Can- 
ada. The  whole  country  appears  to  he  under  mar- 
tial law,  and  in  great  confusion  and  dismay.  Thev 
have  a largcsupply  of  field  artillery,  andare  erecting 
several  batteries.  Several  deserters  have  arrived  at 
the  American  lines.  Major-general  Van  Rensellaer’s 
head  quarters  are  at  Sackett’s  Harbor.  Q.  M.  gen. 
Lewis,  of  the  U.  S.  army,  is  bbilding  boats  on  Lake 
Champlain.  The  American  troops  on  the  borders 
of  Canada  are  in  good  health  and  spirits,  and  quite 
impatient  for  want  of  active  employment. 

Quebec,  July  11. 

Regulations,  established  by  his  excellency  the  go- 
vernor, respecting  American  subjects  now  re- 
sident in  the  province  of  Lower  Canada. 

First  t That  all  American  subjects  who  shall  re- 
; fuse  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  also  refuse 
• fro  take  up  arras,  must  leave  the  country  ; unless 
They  shall  obtain  the  permission  of  his  excellency 
the  governor  to  remain  fora  limitted  time  for  the 
-purpose  of  settling  their  affairs. 

Secondly , That  all  American  subjects,  having 
Visible  property,  and  of  good  character,  and,  who 
will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  not  being  obliged  to  bear  arms  against  the 
United  States  of  America)  be  allowed  to  remain 
without  being  compelled  to  bear  arms  against  the 
said  United  States  ; but  subject  to  leave  the  pro- 
vince whenever  ihe  government  s h ^11  deem  it  ne- 
cessary . 

Thirdly.  That  all  Americans,  being  immediate 
grantees  of  the  crown,  be  allowed  to  remain,  but 
to  take  the  general  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  majesty, 
and  consequently  must  hear  arms. 

Fourthly.  That  ail,  American  subjects  of  good 
character,  holding  lands  from  grantees  of  the  crown 
or  from  seigneurs,  if  approved  of  by  a committee, 
consisting  of  not  less  than  three  members  of  his 
rnaje-ty’s. executive  council,  may  remain  on  taking 
tire  general  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  majesty  and  con- 
senting to  bear  arms  ; but  his  oath  must  betaken  in 
Quebec,  Montreal,  or  Three  Rivers,  before  the  po- 
, lice  magistrates. 

Fifthly.  Any  American  subject,  of  . good  charac- 
ter, may  if  approved  by  a committee  of  theexecu 
live  council  as  aforesaid,  be  allowed  to  remain  on 
' taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  consenting  to  bear 
arms  ; the  oath  to  be  taken  before  the  police  magis- 
trals as  aforesaid. 

Sixthly.  That  the  foregoing  relations  shall  take 
effect  notwithstanding  the  proclamation  of  the  30th 
June  last. 

Government-  House , . Ulordreal,  ? 

10 fk  July , 181.2.  S' 

(Signed)  ^ GEORGE  PPJEVOST. 

By  his  excellency's  command , 

E.  B.  SRKNTOuS,  Assistant  Secretary. 
Fulton's  Steam  Ferry-Boat. — This  excellent  ma- 
chine, consisting  of  a boat  with  two  hulls,  connect 
ed  by  a single  platform,  with  a wheel  in  the  space 
between  them,  and  rudder  at  -each  end,  built  for  the 
conveyance  of  passengers  across  the  Hudson  -be- 
tween this  city  and  the  c.'.ty.  of  Jersey,  has  gpt  injtp 


i successful  operation,  and  promises  extraordinary 
i facilities  for  travelling.  Hordes  and  waggons  stand 
| on  each  side  of  the  machinery,  (hiving  in  at  one 
jer.d  from  a floating  bridge  fitted  to  the  boat,  and  out 
I at  the  other,  without  rising  or  descending  six  inch- 
es in  accomplishing  the  passage  from  sireei  to  street 
on  each  side  of  the  river.  The  boat  is  constructed 
with  both  ends  alike,  and  never  turns  in  sailing,  hut 
goes  back  and  forth  by  changing  the  motion  of  the 
wheel.  On  Saturday,  the  corps  of  flying  artillery 
crossed  in  the  boat  iiom  Paulas- Hook  to  this  city 
un  its  way  to  Albany,  at  four  trips  ; on  the  first  of 
which  it  brought  4 pieces  of  artillery  (0  pounders) 
and  limbers*  4 ammunition-waggons,  27  horses  and 
40  soldiers,  besides  other  passengers. — N.  Yi  Col. 
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At  a great  extra  expcnce  the  editor  has  nearly 
completeda  second  edition  of  the  major  part  of  the 
numbers,  and  the  third  edition  of  others,  of  the 
fust  volume  of  the  Register.  It  was  formerly 
contemplated  to  raise  the  price  of  that  volume,  but 
the  idea  was  abandoned  on  the  ground  that  nunr 
who  wished  it  had  notan  opportunity  to  subscribe, 
or  perhaps  a knowledge  of  it,  before  it  was  finished. 
In  lieu  of  this,  the  few  complete  copies  of  the  work 
will  be  disposed  of  on  the  following  terms,  and  no 
others. — Every  gentleman  wishing  to  obtain  the 
Register  from  the  commencement,  will  forward 
$ 10  to  the  editor,  for  which  will  be  returned  a 
complete  file,  with  a receipt  for  two  years  subscrip- 
tion, from  Sept.  1611,  or  No.  1,  to  September, 
1313,  or  to  No.  104.  This  advance  is  of  no  great 
importance  to  the  subscriber,  but  of  much  interest 
to  the  editor,  and  may' effectually  subserve  the  im- 
provement ofthe  work.  The  setts  to  be  disposed  of 
will  not  exceed  450  copies  in  the  whole.  As  this 
work  is  the  cheapest  that  ever  was  published,  and 
the  stock  on  hand  so  small,  the  editor  thinks  he 
has  a right  to  insist  on  these  terms.  Of  the  second 
volume y an  additional  number  has  been  printed  ; 
and  new  subscribers  commencing  with  it,  will  be 
supplied  on  the  usual  terms,-— vu.  the  payment  of 
5 $ for  the  yearU  subscription. 

This  notice  is  fairly  given  that  those  who  wish  to 
possess  the  Register  complete' may  secure  it  bv  a/i 
early  application.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  (by 
the  editor)  that  a greater  number  of  the  first  volume 
were  not  repriniedy  as  the  expence  is  too  heavy  ever 
to  expect  to  go  over  it  again,'  though  it  it  maintains 
its  present  favorable  character  it  will,  unquestiona- 
bly be  wanted. 

To  correspondent*.  Several  gentlemen  will  find 
their  object  partially  accomplished  by  the  law  pub- 
lished in  this  number— some  of  the  others  desired, 
perhaps  all  of  them,  will  be.  inserted.  Assured 

that  the  Register  prerented  t behest  mode  of  dissemi- 
nating. and  preserving  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  people  at  large,  the  editor  applied  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  to  be  authorised  to  print  them, 
which  it  was  his  design  to  do  in  supplements  only, 
though  the  allowance  made  by  the  government  for 
the  service  would  not  have  repaid  half  the  cost  of 
the  copies  to  be  struck  off.  But  Mr.  Monroe  y though 
he  was  pleased  to  express  a very  favorable  opinion 
of  the  propq.iitiqn,  did  not  ted  himself  authorised 
to  employ  an  additional  printer  in  Man’ land,  and 
the  project,  of  course,  was  abandoned.  The  fact  is 
merely  mentioned  to  shew  one  of  Lhe  views  of  the 
editor  to  give  value  the  work  without  additional  cost 
to  its  patrons.  Perhaps  the  design  may  yet  be  ac- 
complished. 
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Public  Functionaries. 

jfcf-  The  following  “ eloquent  and reflections”  on 
the  responsibility  of  public  functionaries,  is  extract- 
ed from  a late  pamphlet,  entitled  “the  proceedings 
of  the  United  States  hi  maintaining  the  public  rights 
to  the  beach  of  the  Mississippi , adjacent  to  New 
Orleans , against  the  intrusion  of  Mdivard  Li v uigs 
ton — Prepared  for  the  use  of  council  by  Thomas 
Jefferson. 

“1  have  gone  with  some  detail  into  the  question  of 
the  plaintiff’s  right,  because,  however  confident  of 
indulgence  in  the  case  of  an  honest  error,  l believed 
it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  shew  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  discretionary  power  entrusted  tome 
by  Congress,  a sound  discretion  had  been  used,  no 
act  of  oppression  had  been  exercised,  no  error  com 
mitted,  and  consequently  no  wrong  done  to  the 
plaintiff.  I have  no  pretensions  of  exemption  from 
error.  In  a long  course  of  public  duty  1 must  have 
committed  many.  And  I have  reason  to  be  thank 
ful  that,  passing  over  these,  an  act  of  duty  has  been 
selected  as  a subject  of  complaint,  which  the  delu- 
sions of  sell  interest  alone  could  have  classed  among 
them,  and  in  which,  were  there  error,  it  has  been 
hallowed  by  the  benedictions  of  an  entire  province, 
an  interesting  member  of  our  national  family,  threat- 
ened with  destruction  by  the  bold  enterprize  of  one 
individual  If  this  has  been  defeated  and  they  res- 
cued, good  will  have  been  done,  and  with  good  in 
tentions.  Our  constitution  has  wisely  distributed 
the  administration  of  the  government  into  three  dis- 
tinct and  independent  departments.  To  each  other 
it  belongs  to  administer  law  within  it’s  separate  ju 
risdiction.  The  judiciary  in  cases  of  meum  and 
tuum,  and  of  public  crimes  ; the  executive,  as  to 
laws  executive  in  their  nature  ; the  legislature  in 
various  cases  which  belong  to  itself,  and  in  the  im 
portant  function  of  amending  and  adding  to  tl 
tern.  Perfection  in  wisdom,  as  w 
neither  required  nor  expected  i 
belongs  not  to  man. 
ed  by  sophistry,  tak 


servants  are  not  antwerable  for  honest  error  ofjudg* 
merit.  1 Ro.  abr.  92.  2 Jones  13.  1 S.'lk  396. 

He  who  has  done  his  duty  honestly,  and  accord- 
ing to  his  best  skill  and  judgment,  stands  acquitted 
before  God  and  man.  If  indeed  a judge  goes  against 
law  so  grossly,  so  palpably  as  no  immutable  degree 
of  folly  can  account  for,  and  nothing  but  corrup- 
tion, malice  or  wilful  wrong  can  explain,  and  espe- 
cially if  circumstances  prove  such  motives,  he  may 
be  punished  for  the  corruption,  the  malice,  the  wil- 
ful wrong;  but  not  for  the  error:  nor  is  he  liable 
to  action  by  the  party  grieved.  And  our  form  of  go- 
vernment constituting  it’s  respective  functional  ies 
judges  of  the  law  which  is  to  guide  their  decisions, 
places  all  within  the  same  reason,  under  thesafe- 
guard  of  the  same  rule.  That  in  deciding  and  act- 
ing under  the  law  in  the  present  case,  the  plaintiff, 
who  may  think  there  was  error,  does  not  himself 
believe  there  was  corruption  or  malice,  I am  confi- 
dent. WSiat?  was  it  my  malice  or  corruption  which 
prompted  the  governors  and  cabildoes  to  keep  these 
grounds  clear  of  intrusion  ? Did  mv  malice  and  cor- 
ruption excite  the  people  to  rise  and  stay  the  parri- 
cide hand  uplifted  to  destroy  their  city,  or  the  grand 
jury  to  present  this  violator  of  their  laws  ? Was  it 
my  malice  or  corruption  which  penned  the  opinion 
of  the  attorney-general  and  drew  from  him  a confir- 
mation, after  two  years  of  further  consideration,  and 
when  I was  retired  from  all  public  office?  Was  it 
my  malice  or  corruption  which  dictated  the  unani- 
mous advice  of  the  heads  of  departments,  when  offi- 
cially called  on  for  consultation  and  advice  ? Was  it 
my  malice  or  cor  ruption  which  procured  the  imme- 
diate thanks  of  Lhe  two  houses  of  legislature  of  the 
territory  of  Orleans,  and  a renewal  of  the  same 
thanks  for  the  same  interference,  in  their  late  vote 
of  Feb^uJlMast  ? Has  it  been  mv  ma'ice  and 
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looks  at  me,  I do  not  pretend  to  say.  liut  1 do  say,  and  became  **  member  of  the  colonial  legislature  ; 
if  human  reason  is  not  mere  illusion,  and  law  alaby  where  he  ever  displayed  a love  of  liberty,  an  inflex  i- 
rinth  without  a clue,  no  error  has  been  committed  j bit*  attachment  to  the  rights  of  his  country,  and 


• — and  recurring  to  the  tenor  of  a long  life  of  public 
service,  against  the  charges  of  malice  or  corruption 
I stand  conscious  and  erect. 

TIL  JEFFERSON. 

liloulicelio , July  31, 1810, 


Biography. 

[Among  themany  distinguished  patriots  of  the  Re- 
volution who  have  become  tenants  of  the  tomb, 
the, services  of  none  will  be  more  readily  acknow- 
ledged than  those  of  the  late  venerable  George 
Cjl.int.on-,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 
Instead  of  a more  complete  sketch  of  the  public 
life  of  this  departed  patriot,  and  as  an  honest, 
tho’  not  an  ample  tribute  of  respect  to  his  mem 
ory,  we  r efer  the  reader  to  the  following  extract 
copied  from  the  “ Washington  Expositor”  It  ap 
peared  in  that  print  during  the  electioneering  for 
the  presidency  in  1808  ; since  that  time  he  con 
tinned  until  his  death  (on  the.  20th  of  April  1812; 
to  fill  the  vice-presidential  chair.] 

Man  rarely  has  a fixed  character,  till  he  has  de- 
scended to  the  grave  : yet  there  are  some  who,  from 
the  uniform  deportment  of  their  lives — the  manly 
dignity  with  which  they  support  their  sentiments, 
and  the  very  action  which  they  are  called  on  to  per- 
form, seem  to  set  this  rule  of  reason  and  nature  at 
defiance. 

Amongst  those  George  Clinton  is  eminently  con 
spicuous.  At  this  time,  when  the  world  is  convnls 
ed  to  its  centre— when  the  American  fabric  totters 
to  iis  base,  when  aspiring  ambition  wills  its  self- 
importance,  when  mistaken  and  ill  judged  distinc 
tions  are  drawn  relative  to  the  in' crests  of  the  dif 
ferenl  parts  of  the  nation,  when  efforts  are  made  to 
return  to  the  rule  of  federalism,  both  potent  and 
alarming  ; and  when  the  true  and  only  question  ap 
pears  to  be  whether' we  shall  remain  an  happy,  or 
become  a divided  and  distracted  people,  it  may  not 
be  useless  to  speak  of  this  illustrious  chapter. 

In  speaking  of  him,  it  is  not  meanlj^Bi^^ate 
fKr^n  ti 


that  undaunted  firmness  and  integrity,  without 
which  this  nation  never  would  have  been  fr  ee  ; and 
which  has  ever  -formed  the  most  brilliant  though  by 
no  means  the  most  useful  trait  of  his  character. 

In  this  situation  he  remained,  contending  against 
the  doctrine  of  British  supremacy  ; ai  d with  great 
strength  of  argument  and  force  o!  popularity,  sup- 
posing the  rights  of  America,  till  the  crisis  arrived 
when,  in  1775,  he  was  retur  tied  a member  of  ■ n t 
patriotic  congress,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  our 
independence. 

While  in  that  venerable  body,  which  is  never  to 
he  fo;  gotten  and  can  never  be  sufficiently  admired, 
itunay  be  said  of  him  with  truth,  that  “ he  strength- 
ened the  feeble  knees , and  the  hands  that  hung 
down.” 

In  1775,  he  was  appointed  brigadier  general  of 
the  troops  of  his  native  state,  and  in  the  same  year 
received  from  congress  an  appointment  of  the  same 
rank  in  the  national  service,  which  he  held  during 
the  war. 

in  1777,  he  was  appointed  by  congress  to  com- 
mand the  posts  of  the  Highlands,  a most  important 
and  arduous  duty.  The  design  of  the  enemy  was, 
to  separate  New  England  from  the  rest  of  the  na- 
tion, and  by  preventing  the  succor  of  the  east,  to 
lay  waste  the  middle  and  southern  country.  Had 
(liis  plan  been  carried  into  effect,  American  liberty 
would  probably  have  expired  in  its  cradle. 

It  wfas  then  that  his  vast  and  comprehensive  ge- 
nius viewed  in  its  true  light  the  magnitude  of  the 
evil  contemplated  : and  he  roused  to  a degree  of 

energy  unknown  and  unexpected. It  was  then 

that  Biirgoyne.  was,  with  the  best  appointed  army 
ever  seen  in  America,  attempting  to  foi  ce  his  way 
to  Albany,  and  Howe  endeavor  ing  to  effect  a con- 
nexion with  him  at  that  important  place. 

The  crisis  was  all-important  and  awful — Clinton 
bv  being  elected  governor,  had  just  become  the  fa- 
ther of  that  people — the  only  alternative  left  him, 
was,  to  preserve  those  committed  to  his  care,  or  at 
their  sacrifice,  to  prevent  this  junction  and  save  the 
nation. 

He  did  not  hesitate— in  an  instant  he  resolved, 
resolutions  were  as  firm  as  tbedeciees  of 
errnined  at  ali  hazards  to  save  the 

I owe  attempted  to  ascend 
-.eight  and  angle  as- 
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in  New  York.  The  untarnished  hero  mingled  with  ,piie  without  an  effort  on  his  part.  He  loved  retire* 
the  mob,  to  prevent  excess  and  allay  tiie  passions  j ment — but  he  loved  his  country  moie. 
of  the  multitude.  Tender  of  the  lives  of 'a  misguid-  Those  called  fedet  alist*,  contended  for  rules  and 
ed  populace,  for  two  days  he  submitted  himself  to  maxims  of  civil  . government  believed  by  the  repub* 
this  all  important service,,and  prevented  the  siibvcr-  { licans,  among  whom  is  governor  Clinton,  to  ha 
sion  of  private  as  well  as  public  rights,  and  the  de-  (dangerous  Co  civil  liberty — at  the  head  oi  the  lor* 
struction  of  private  property.  Perceiving  that  the  j tuer  was  president  Adams,  who  i,  om  a sc;  Its  of 
passions  of  the  multitude  were  not  to  be  allayed,  the  public  service,  had  justly  acquired  a high  character, 
tenderness  of  a father  yielded  to  the  duties  of  ami  At  the  head  of  the  latter  was  the  illustrious  Je.;cr- 
gistrate  ; and  those  who  by  his  remonstrance  he  son,  whose  name  is  the  watch  word  of  liberty,  and 
could  not  soften,"  by  his  energy  and  power  he  in  whose  memory  will  be  dear  to  every  lover  ot  A me* 
stautlv  subdued.  J rira. 

In  178b,  a rebellion  which  threatened  a revolt!  1 It  was  impossible  for  the  great  father  of  New 


tion,  broke  out  in  Massachusetts — the  rebels  were 
discomfited,  and  in  large  bodies  fled  to  Lebanon, 
New  York  ; a place  distant  150  miles  from  the  city 
which  was  then  the  seat  of  government,  and  where 
then  was  governor  Clinton.  Of  this  event  he  was 
informed  ; not  foreseeing  the  evil,  the  legislature 
(which  was  then  in  session  j had  not  provided  for 
the  emergency,  and  the  executive  was  without  pow. 
cr — yet  so  great  was  ihe  confidence  of  the  legisla 
ture,  an d so  powerful  his  energy,  than  in  less  than 
three  days  he  appeared  on  the  spot  with  two  regi 
roents  of  troops  and  a competent  court  of  justice 
and  all  proper  officers  and  necessary  characters  at 
tendant:  and  in  less  than  twelve  hours  the  rebel  ar- 
my was  dispersed,  the  faulty  magistrates  dismissed, 
and  the  offenders  brought  to  punishment. 

When  he  assumed  the  reins  of  government  in 
New  York,  the  state  was  infested  with  many  po- 
tent tories. Few,  if  not  he  alone,  were  brave 

enough  to  assume  the  responsibility  : the  state  had 
but  a spare  and  meagre  population  on  the  North 
river,  with  some  trifling  settlements  on  the  Mo 
hawk.  It  ranked  below  the  mediocrity,  while  it 
may  mow  justly  rank  among  the  first  states  in  the 
union.  In  this  situation  he  undertook  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  Executive,  and  it  may  justly  in  a 
great  measure  he  attributed  to  the  bold,  persever 
ing,  liberal  and  dignified  policy  of  this  enlightened 
and  able  statesman,  that  this  state  has  risen  to  so 
much  importance. 

To  hirn  it  was  owing,  that  in  the  revolution,  the 
tory  party  did  not  prevail  in  New  York. 

It  was  his  noble  and  dignified  policy  that  furnish 
ed  the  hardy  yeomaniy  of  the  east,  not  only  with 


York  to  remain  an  idle  spectator  of  these,  contest.-.  ; 
the  republican  party  wanted  his  aid  ; his  country, 
which  has  always  been  clearer  to  him  than  evc.y 
thing  else,  demanded  his  services,  and  ne  listened  to 
her  voice. 

It  was  the  wish  of  the  republicans  to  place  him  by 
the  side  of  Jefferson  ; and  accordingly  a deputation' 
was  sent  to  him  at  New- York.  He  highly  p>i/.ed 


the  honors  of  his  country,  but  believing  that  in  % 
humble  station  he  cotfld  there  render  her  more  im- 
portant services,  than  in  one  lofty  and  elevated  * 
with  that  dignit}'  and  love  of  country  which  has 
governed  ail  his  actions,  he  generously  declined  the 
offer.  # 

The  republican  candidates  were  selected.  It  was 
known  that  they  could  not  succeed  without  the  aid 
of  the  state  of  New  York — the  republicans  of  New 
York  could  not  succeed  without  success  to  the  r » 
publican.ticket  in  the  city — and  that  ticket  coi  l. I not 
succeed  without  the  name  and  influence  of  George 
Clinton.  Of  course  the  elevation  of  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, which  every  republican  so  ardently  desired,  ;.nd 
which  has  proved  so  eminently  useful,  could  not 
take  place,  unless  the  patriotic  Clinton  who  had  re- 
fused the  vice -presidency,  vvould  accept  of  the  sta- 
tion of  a representative  in  the  sta  e legislature 

Again  the  patriot  di»i  not  hesitate — he  sacrificed 
his  domestic  quiet  to  the  sense  of  duty,  and  the 
wishes  of  his  country.  He  became  a member  of 
the  legislature — with  him  were  carried  the  other 
members  of  the  ticket,  and  Thomas  Jefferson  was 
made  president. 

When  entered  the  threshold  of  the  legislature, 
b«  fty  - - -.ary  i.  ~in  absence  federal  principles  had 


farms  on  a ten  years  credit,  but  a money  capit^to/  which  in2tfcnc.<^jn  the  state  gove’n- 

bring  them  to  a state  «f  cultivation.  successive  sessions,  to  he  deS  t.  ;' 

f the  plaintiff  on  his  rei 
nions  then  been  the.s.e  °P<- 


his  o.v„  fortune,  ,hlt  w'hi’ch 
ceim,  of  first  magnitude,  which  h 


, with 
taken 


oi  con- 

p!ace  his  whole  of  d''reCt’  t-° 

n.on  ; were  the  members  of  the  ledsfat,  re?^  °f '' 
good  from  their  private  S 1 tUreto  make 

ductive  of  public  o^  prfvate  in  ^rv  - ^ 

every  man  engaged  in  J y ’ . sIl0rt  were 

lie  bound  in  to  the  pub 

for  all  his  errors,  we  must  * »«demnifi cation 

to  the  paupers  of  th™  nationmT  ^r  PUbli° 
hospitals  and  poor-houses  wh  °k  ^ sweeP,nSs  of 

TfceaSpasSBt- 


and  corrupt  > Or  has  rb^ro  *kl  mi°e  aIone  malic!’°us 
tion  of.,,  h, 

Th  ArnT’  *°  °PP"»  Mr'  CivSonT  Sr'h 

I hey  have  done  theirduties,  and  his  ded. ration^ 
libel  on  all  these  functional-  ir  at,on  ,s  a 


mth  judges  and  lawyers,  while  Livir—" 
working  doable  tides  to  drown  the  citv. 
Si11!;  t"Shes5  fn.tt.  «ting  under  every  sane, 


w little  he  know., 

briar  ,nd  bramble'as^mee.<i.m!USt.W,thdra"'>  and  the 


M_ewyers,  while  Livingston  Was 
If  a func* 

peH  " fhel‘tS  h’gheSi  C™"cils>  st'Ii  act  on  his  own 
?fc act,. mi 
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has  not  impaired  his  intellect.  He  is  now,  what  he 


Was  in  the  revolution,  an  ardent  friend  to  liberty, 
attached  to  the  rights  ol  the  American  people  in 
all  their  various  classifications  : quick  to  perceive — 
prompt  to  execute— devoted  only  to  his  country’s 
vffoot 


in  whose  hands,  soever,  thev  maybe: — though  I 


will  not  say  whatever  their  measures  may  be. 

“ To  your  allusion  to  the  war,  I have  nothing  to 
say  but  mat  it  is  with  surprize  that  Ihearitproiiounc-. 
:d,  not  only  bv  news  papers,  but  by  persons  in 
^ -invariable  and  inflexible.  jautherity,  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  arni  political  and 

His  fame  will  be  immortal : posterity  will  wreathe  | military,  that  it  is  an  unjust  and  unnecessary  war  : 
the  laurel  to  his  brow.  May  the  present  generation  j that  the  declaration  of  it  was  altogether  unex- 
have  wisdom  enough  to  appreciate  his  eminent: pected,  & b 
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Biographical  Notice. 

O A 

The  subscriber  has  it  in  contemplation  to  write 
the  life  or  thelate  venerable  Georgi-:  Clinton. — 

He  believes,  that  among  the  worthies  of  United 
.America,  and  especially  among  that  class  of  them 
whose  genius  and  whose  valour  contributed  to  her 
emancipation,  and  the  establishment  of  her  present 
civil  and  political  institutions,  few  if  any  have  better 
deserved  the  first  place  in  the  affections  of  their 
country,  or  a more  elevated  niche  in  the  Temple  of 
Fame,  than  the  late  vice  president : And  he  feels 
Earnestly  solicitous  of  contributing  to  hand  down 
to  posterity,  the  memory  of  a man  whose  life  was 
devoted  to  their  service,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the 
present  age. 

Sensible  of  the  difficulties  under  which  he  will 
labor,  and  well  aware  of  the  delicacy,  importance  Peace>  an(*  * Shall  hot  p;obabiy  live  to 
and  responsibility  of  the  task,  he  will  approach  it 
with  great  diffidence,  if  not  with  trembling  anxiety 
— but  with  the  purest  and  firmest  intention  to  make 
truth  the  guide,  and  public  utility  the  object  of  his 
work. 

He  fias,  from  an  invaluable  friend,  the-promise  of 
many  important  documents,  illustrative  not  only  of 
the  fife  of  his  hero,  butof  the  history  of  his  time: 

And  there  are  doubtless  many  others,  especially  in 
this  stale,  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  oblige  the 
subscriber  , and  at  the  wme  time  perform  a public 
duty,  by  furnishing  himyvith  anecdotes,  private 
and  public  correspondence,  and  various  offi- 
cial documents,  such  as  are  essential  to  the  suc- 
cess of  his  undertaking.  From  all  those,  therefore, 
who  may  have  it  in  their  power  thus  to  contribute, 
be  takes  the  liberty  of  soliciting  communications, 
assuring  them,  that  for  the  least  favor  the  most  ap 
propriate  and  suitable  acknowledgment  shall  be 
made. 

Those  editors,  particularly  in  this  state,  who  may 
have  the  goodness  to  give  this  notice  a place  in  their 
columns,  will  confer  an  obligation  which  the  sub- 
scriber will  Cheerfully  reciprocate  whenever  an  op- 
portunity shall  occur. 

S.  SOUTHWICK. 

Albany , June  15,  1812. 


John  Adams. 

The  following  extract  of  a letter  from  the  venerable 
patriot,  the  late  president  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  ADAMS,  to  Elkanah  Watson,  Esq.  of 
Pittsfield,  is  deserving  the  respectful  considera 
tion  of  every  dispassionate  American. 

**  Quincy,  July  6,  1812, 

*«  Dear  Sir, — I have  received  the  favor  of  your 
letter  of  the  28  th  oflast  month,  which  has  revived  the 
recollection  of  our  former  acquaintance  in  France, 
England  aikl  Holland,  as  well  as  in  several  parts  of 
our  own  country. 

“ I think  with  you,  that  it  is  the  duty  ofeverv  con- 

sa:Te‘rafe  ui;ui  to  -vr  port  the  national  authorities. 


How  it  is  possible  that  a rational,  a social,  or 
a mortal  creature  can  say  that  the  war  is  unjust , is 
to  me  utterly  incomprehensible. 

“ How  it  can  be  said  to  be  unnecessary  is  very 
mysterious.  1 have  thought  it  both  just  and  neces- 
sary for  five  or  six  years. 

“ How  it  can  be. said  to  be  unexpected  is  another 
wonder.  I have  expected  it  more  than  five  and 
twenty  years,  and  have  had  great  reason  to  be 
thankful  that  it  has  been  postponed  so  long.  I saw 
such  a spirit  in  the  British  Islands,  when  1 resided 
in  France,  in  Holland,  and  in  England  itself,  that 
l expected  another  war  much  sooner  than  it  has 
happened.  I was  so  impressed  with  the  idea,  that-  I 
expressed  to  IrndLansdowne,  (formerly  lord  Shel- 
burne) an  apprehension  that  his  lordship  would  live 
long  enough  to  be  obliged  to  make,  and  that  I should 
hve  long  enough  to  see  another  peace  made  berween 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America.  His 
lordship  did  not  live  long  enough  to  make  the 

ee  it ; but  I 

have  lived  to  see  the  war  that  must  be  followed  by  a 
peace,  if  the  war  is  not  eternal. 

<c  Our  Agricultural  societies  may  not  be  so  much 
regarded,  but  the  great  interest  of  agriculture  will 
not  be  diminished  by  the  war.  Manufactures  will 
be  promoted- 

“ The  minister  at  St.  Petersburg  will  be  inform- 
ed of  your  opinion  of  the  utility  of  some  bushels  bt 
Siberian  wheat,  not  kiln  dried. ’* 


British  America. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Quebec,  Thursday , \btk  July,  1812. 

This  day  at  two  o’clock,  his  excellency  the  go* 
vernor  in  cheif  opened  the  session  with  the  follow- 
ing Speech. 

<l  Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  assembly, 

“1  meet  you  in  provincial  parliament  at  a time 
when  we  are  called  upon  by  every  principle  of  duty, 
and  every  consideration  of  interest,  to  exert  out* 
united  efforts  in  support  of  his  majesty’s  rights, 
and  for  the  defence  of  this  important  portion  of  his 
dominions. 

“ It  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  the  determined 
hostile  disposition  of  the  American  government  has 
frustrated  the  earnest  endeavors  of  his  majesty,  for 
the  preservation  of  amity  with  the  United  States, 
and  that  it  has  finally  manifested  itself  in  a declara- 
tion of  war,  notwithstanding  the  convincing  proofs1 
so  repeatedly  afforded  by  his  majesty,  of  the  jus- 
tice of  his  cause,  of  the  moderation  of  his  preten- 
sions, and  of  his  sincere  desire  for  a continuance 
of  peace. 

“ To  meet  this  unexpected  event,  I rely,  with  the 
fullest  confidence,  upon  the  spirit  of  his  majesty's 
subjects  in  this  province,  upon  their  attachment  to, 
and  zeal  for  the  religion  of  their  forefathers,  their 
loyalty  to  the  true  interests  of  their  country;  and  as 
I feel  satisfied  that  they  are  neither  to  be  intimidated 
by  the  threats  nor  deluded  by  the  insidious  offers 
of  the  enemy,  1 shall  depend  implicitly,  under 
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ft  vine  Providence,  open  their  best  exertions,  aided 
by  the  courage  and  loyalty  of  the  militia  and  by  the[ 
valor  skill  and  discipline  of  his  majesty’s  regular 
forces,  for  repelling  every  hostile  attempt  that  may 
be  made  upon  this  colony. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  koine  of  assembly, 

<(  I observe  with  concern  that  the  necessary  es- 
tablishments of  the  militia  forces,  together  with  va- 
rious services  and  operations  of  the  approaching 
campaign  will  be  attended  with  considerable  expense; 
but]  rely  on  Vour wisdom  and  public  spirt  for  such 
supplies  as  the  circumstances  and  exigencies  of  our 
affairs  may  be  found  to  require : and  I take  this  op- 
portunity to  assure- you  chat  they  shall  be  faithfully 
applied. 

“ Gentlemen  of  the  legislative-  council,,  and 

Gentlemen  oj  the  house  of  assembly*. 

“ It  will  afford  me  the  greatest  satisfaction,  if  iu 
the  execution  of  the  duties  to  which  1 am  called  by 
the  important  stations  in  which  his  majesty  has 
been  graciously  pleased  to  place  me,  I should  be  in- 
strumental in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  in 
the  mamtainance  of  the  rights,  the  happiness,  and 
prosperity  of  his  majesty’s  subjects  in  this  part  of 
the  empire,  it  g’ves  me  sincere  pleasure  to  as-  . 
sure  you  that  the  good  conduct  and  incieasing 
discipline  which  I nave  lately  witnessed  in  Lbe  iu 
corporated  battalions  of  militia,  encourage  the  ex- 
pectation that  they  will  materially  contribute  to  this 
important  object.  Feeling  persuaded  that  l can  re- 
ly upon  your  assistance  and  co-operation  in  what- 
ever measures  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
public  safety  and  welfare,  and  trusting  that  they  v\i.il 
he  decisive  iu  character  and  prompt  in  execution, 

J look  forward  with  confidence  to  a happy  issue  of 
Che  new  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged. 


Account  of  the  lateKiots. 

In  our  last  number  we  promised  a full  and  impartial 
account  of  the  late  distressing  riots  in  this  city. 
We  have  been  relieved  from  the  performance  of 
the  unpleasant  task  we  assigned  ourselves,  by  the 
followingstatement  drawn  up  in  pursuance  of  a 
communication  of  the  Mayor  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. We  have  simply  annexed  to  the  official  re 
port  and  its  accompanying  documents,  the  two 
articles  from  the  i-e.Jerul  ilepubiicau  of  Saturday 
the  20th  of  June,  and  Monday  the  29th  of  .July, 
which  are  supposed  to  have  excited  the  popular 
feeling,  as  matters  of  curiosity.. 

BALTIMORE  CITY  COUNCIL.. 

f EXTRA  SESSION.) 

Cenileme-u  of  the  city  council. 

The  late  unhappy  occurrences  by  which  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  our  city-  have  been  destroy- 
ed, have  excited  the  attention  of  every  citizen,  and 
at  a meeting  which  took  place  of  a number  of  very 
respectable  citizens,  it  was  determined'  that  general 
Strieker,  John  Montgomery,  Samuel  Sterett,  doc- 
tor J.  C.  Wnitc,  Lemuel  Taylor  and  Win.  Gwynn, 
Esqrs.  in  conjunction  with  myself,  should  investi 
gate  the  business  and  endeavor  to  bring  it  to  the  pub 
lie  view  in  its  true  colours.  After  mature  delibe- 
ration, those  gentlemen  resolved  (o  recommend  to 
me  the  calling  of  the  council,  as  from  the  mode  of 
their  appointment,  they  could  not  consider  them- 
selves authorised  to  prepare  and  publish  any  state- 
ment on  the  subject.  The  honor,  the  interest,  rand 
future  prosperity  of  Baltimore  require  a candid,  im- 
partial and  rainu.e  investigation  of  the  business — 


« rfo 


and  as  guardians  of  the  public  welfare,  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  expected  from  you  to  direct  the  mode  and 
nature  of  the  enquiry,  and  to  afford  it  the  sanction 
of  the  highest  constituted  authority  of  the  city. 

EDWARD  JOHNSON. 
Baltimore , 3 d AugOst,  1812. 

The  joint  committee  to  whom  the  mayor’s  comma- 
. ideation  w;*s  referred — beg  leave  to  reuoit. 

That  it  appears  to  your  committee  to  be  the  most 
effectual  mode  of  accomplishing  the  objects  coni  em- 
ulated by  the  communication,  that  a joint  cornrrn't- 
tee  of  th,e  city  council,  composed  of  the  president 
and  three  members  of  each  branch,  be  formed,  to- 
enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  late  commotion  in 
the  city  and  the  extent  of  the  same,  and  make  ic- 
port  thereof  to  the  mayor,  for  publication  ; ami 
that  said  committee  be  authorised  to  request  the  aid. 
in  the  discharge  of  the  above  duty,  of  thirteen  other 
citizens,  to  proceed  without  delay  in  the  above  ex- 
amiaa.tion.and  report. 

First  Branch. 

JAMES  CAREY, 

W1 L L 1 A M STE U ART, 
THOMAS  KELL, 

Second  Branch. 

JOHN  CAMPBELL  WHITE; 
WILLIAM  M ‘DONALD, 
HENRY  PAYSON. 

The  above  report  concurred  in  by  both  branches, 
and  the  president  of  both  branches,  with  the  above 
named  gentlemen,  appointed.. a committee  for  the 
purpose  mentioned  in  said  report. 

Test 

S-.  II  MOORE,  cl’k. 

1st  branch  city  council. 
THO’S  ROGERS,  cl’k. 

2d  branch. 

In  the  first  branch  of  tire  City  Council,  August  6, 
1812,  the  following  report  was  presented,  read, 
concurred  in, and  ordered  to  be  printed  in. all  the 
news-papers  of  the  city.  By  order. 

S.  1L  MOORE,  cleric. 

In  the  second  branch,  August  G,  1812,  the  following 
report  was  presented,  read,  concurred  in,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  all  the  news-papers  of 
the  city.  k By  order. 

THO&.  ROGERS,  do  1c. 

To  Edxard  Johnson , Esquire , Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Baltimore . 

The  joint  committee  of  the  two  branches  of  the  city 
council,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  causes  and  ex 
Lentof  the  late  commotions  in  the  city,  having,  as  cn 
joined  upon  them,  requested  the  aid  of  thirteen  other 
of  their  lellow  citizens  ; ten  of  whom  attended  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  in  pursuance' 
thereof  report,  That  on  Saturday  the  20th  of  June, 
a publication  appeared  in  the  newspaper  entitled 
the  “ Federal  Republican,”  printed  in  this  place, 
which  excited  great  irritation  in  the  cifv — that  cm 
the  Monday  following,  the  printing  office  occupied 
by  the  editors  of  that  paper  was  pulled  down,  and 
their  press  destroyed.  This  commotion  had  subsid- 
ed and  the  transaction  was  under  legal  investiga- 
tion by  the  criminal  court,  until  Sunday  the  26th  of 
July  : in  the  evening  of  which  day,  Alexander  O. 
Hanson,  one  of  the  editors,  with  several  of  Li* 
friends  from  other  counties,  and  one -Trout  another 
state,  came  into  town,  unknown  to  the  inhabitants, 
(or  known  only  to  a very  few  of  them)  and  took 
possession  of  a brick  house  in  Charles -street,  that 
bad  been  the  late  dwelling  of  Mr,  Wagner,  his  part- 
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ner.  The  committee  farther  report, that  from  written 
documents,  since  found  and  communicated  to  them 
by  the  mayor  which  are  subjoined  to  this  report,  it 
appfcars  that  the  plan  of  renewing  the  paper,  and  oi 
ar  nil  >,  g for  the  defence  of  the  house  from  which  it  was' 
intended  to  be  issued,  had  been  deliberately  formed 
And  organized  some  time  previous,  in  the  country, 
without  the  .knowledge  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore, 
aud  all  the  'details' settled  and  adjusted  hv  persons  who 
must  have  been  acquainted  with  military  service — 
Tout  having  so  taken  possesion  of  the  house,  they 
fortified  it  strongly,  and  prepared  arms  and  am 
munition  to  defend  it  : — that  on  Lite  next  morn-' 
in*  the  editor  issued  from  that  house  his  paper,  con 
tahung  severe  animadversions  upon  the  mayor, 
pe  >u’e,  and  police  of  Baltimore,  which  the  editor 
caused  to  be  circulated  through  the  city — In  the 
Course  of  the  snnt,*  day  it  wa«  known  to  many  persons 
that  Mr.  Hanson,  one  of  the  editors,  was-iu  the  house, 
and  from  the  preparations  for  defence  that  were 
observed  to  be  making  therein,  it  was  conjectured 
that  tie  expected  to  be  attacked.  During  the  day,  ma- 
ny other  persons  of  the  city  went  to  the  house,  and 
some  remained  there  associated  with  those  within  : 
Towards  evening  many  boys  had  collected  in  the 
street,  opposite  the  house,  and  their  noise  exciting 
pome  apprehension,  a neighboring  magistrate  en- 
deavored to  disperse  them,  and  had  nearly  succeed- 
ed, when  about  8 o’clock  a carnage  stopped  at  the 
door  of  the  house,  and  a number  of  muskets  and 
Other  articles  were  seen  to  be  taken  out  of  it  and 
conveyed  through  an  armed  guard  into  the  house, 
the  boys  then  returned,  recommenced  their  noise, 
accompanied  with  abusive  language  to  the  persons 
in  the  house,  knd  began  throwing  stones  at  the  win- 
dows ; at  this  time,  and  for  an  hour, or  more  thereaf- 
ter^ there  did  not  appear  more  than  live  or  six  men 
who -could  be  supposed  to  have  any  connection  with, 
or  qontroul  over  the  boys  ; About  this  period  a per- 
son on  the  footway  endeavoring  to  persuade  the 
boys  from'  their  .mischief  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  foot,  by  something  weighty  thrown  from  the 
bquse  ; the  boys  were  repeatedly  told,  from  the  per- 
sons within,  to  go  away  and  not  molest  them,  that 
they  were  armed,  and  would  defend  themselves  ; the 
buys  still  continuing  to  throw  stones,  two  guns 
were  bred  h our the  upper  part  of  the  house,  charg- 
ed .as  it  is  supposed  with  blank  cartridges,  as  no  in 
jury  was  doneby  them  ; the  assemblage  of  people,  in 
the  street  at  this  time  greatly  increased,  and  the 
the  [m  eats  and  throwing  of  stones  at  the  house,  be 
came  more- general  and  violent,  the  sashes  of  the 
lower  windows  were  broken  and  attempts  made  to 
force  the  door  by  running  against  it.  Ten  or 
twelve  guns  were  then  fired  from  the  house  in  quick 
succession,  by  which  several  persons  in  the  street 
wore  wounded, some  dangerou-  ly  ;*  about  this  period 
application  was. made  for  military  aid  to  prevent,  fur- 
ther mischief;  whilst  the  military  were  assembling 
in  pursuance  of  an  order  from  the  General,  issued 
in  compliance  with  a requisition  from  the  legal  au- 
thority, frequent  firing  took  place  from  the  house, 
and  three  guns  vve.re  fired  at  it ; some  short  time 
Ate  wards  a gun  was  fired  from  the  house  which 
killed  a doctor  Gale  in  the  street  about  twelve 
feet,  from  the  home,  this  circumstance  great- 
ly increased  the  irritation  of  those  in  the  sfeet 
who  soon  after  brought  a field  piece  in  front  of  the 
bouse,  bui.  by  the  interposition  of  several  citizens 
were  restrained  from  .firing  upon  the  hon  e,  under 
an  assurance  that,  t he  peflwems  if*  it  would  surrender 
themselves  to  the  civil  authority;  the  military  soon 


after  appeared  and  placing  themselves  in  front  of 
the  house,  no  further  injury  Occurred,  a negociation 
took  place  with  those  within  the  house,  and  upon 
being  assured  that  a military  guard  would  be  fur- 1 
nished,  and  every  effort  u*ed  by  the  mayor  and  the  ! 
the  general  to  ensure  their  safety  from  violence,  ; 
they  surrendered  themselves  to  the  civil  authority 
about  seven  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  j 
and  were  conducted  to  jail  and  committed  tor  fur-  } 
ther  examination ; they  were  Alexander  C.  Han- j 
son,  Gen.  Henry  .Lee,  James  M.  Lingan,  William  j 
Schrceder,  John  Thompson,  Wil'iam  B.  Bend,  j 
Otho  Sprigg,  Henry  Kennedy,  Robert  Kilgour, 

I Henry  Nelson,  John  E.  Hall,  George  Winches-  ! 
[ter.  Peregrine  Warfield,  George  Richards,  Edward  i 
j Gwinn,  David  IlofTman,  Horatio  Bigelow,  Ephraim 
Gaither,  William  Gaither,  Jacob  Schley,  Mark  U.  ) 
Pi  ingle,  Daniel  Murray,  and  Richard  S.  Crabb. 
After  the  removal  of  the  perrons  the  interior  of  the 
house  was  greatly  injured,  and  the’ furniture  in  it 
destroyed  and  dispersed. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  during  the 
course  of  the  day  the  mayor  applied  to  tire  sheriff 
to  use  particular  precaution  in  securing  the  doers 
of  the  jail  which  he  premised  to  do,  and  about  one 
o’clock  application  was  made  by  the  mayor  and 
other  justices,  to  the  brigadier  general  to  call  out 
the  military  to  preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
state.  Orders  were  issued  calling  out  a regiment 
of  infantry,  two  troops  of  cavalry  and  two  compa- 
nies of  artillery,  to  parade  at  an  appointed  time  and 
places.  The  mayor,  The 'general,  and  many  citizens 
repaired  to  the  jail  early  in  the  afternoon,  at  which 
a number  of  persons  had  assembled,  the  much 
greater  part  of  whom  were  peaceable  and  orderly 
citizeris  ; those  of  a different  temper  of  mind  upon 
being  remonstrated  with,  appeared  to  yield  to  the 
admonitions  of  others  and  to  be  appeased  with  the 
assurances  given  that  the- party  in  goal  should  not 
be  bailed  oi  suffered  to  escape  during  the  night,  it 
became  the  pi>.vai!ing  opinion  about  the  prison  that 
no  mischief  would  he  attempted  that  night ; in  con- 
sequence of  which  and  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
force  assembled,  the  military,  by  the  cider  of  the 
general,  with  the  approbation  of  the  mayor,  were 
dismissed  ; and  many  persons  left  tlie  prison  acd 
went  to  their  homes.  Shortly  after  dark,  the  num- 
ber of  the  disorderly  increased,  and  an  intention 
was  manifested  of  breaking  into  the  jail  ; the 
mayor,  with  the  aid  of  a few  persons,  succeeded  for 
some  time  in  preventing  the  prison  door  irony  being 
forced  open  ; they  being  overpowered  by  the  in- 
creased numbers  and  violence  of  the  assailants,  the 
mayor  was  forced  away  ; and  the  door  having  been 
previously  battered,  and  again  threatened,  was  open- 
ed by  the  turn-key. f Upon  the  entry  of,  the  assail- 
ants, the}-  forced  the  inner  doors  and  pressed  into 
the  room  in  which  the  persons  above-mentioned 

were  confined. Here  a scene  of  horror  ensued 

which  the  tommitt.ee  cannot  well  describe.  The 
result  was,  that  one  of  the  persons  (general  Lin- 
gan)  was  killed,  eleven  others  dreadfully  beaten, 
eight  of  whom  were  thrown  together  in  front  of  the 
jail,  supposed  to  be  dead. 

The  committee  being  (by  the  authority  under 
which  they  act)  directed  to  the  collection  and  report 
1 of  facts,  have  carefully  avoided  the  expression  oi  an 
opinion  on  any  of  the  causes  or  extent  of  the  un- 
happy commotions  herein  reported.  Other  facts 
(but  we  know  of  none  material)  may  have  attended 
the  above  transactions,  which  the  limited  powers  of 


# One  since  deceased. — Ejd. 


f Not  Mr.  Green,  the  regular  turn  key.—  Eo. 
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the  city  council  do  not  enable  them  to  impart  to 
the  committee  the  lull  authority  tcydevelupe. 

ADAM  FONERDEN* committee 
JAMES  .CAREY,  L ofitheiii.-.! 

W.tVL  STEUART,  f branch  ci 


THOMAS  KELL,  J ty  council 
JAMES  CALHOUN,  ] committee 


JOHN  C.  WHI  TE, 
W vi  M‘  DONALD, 
HENRY  FA Y SON, 


of  the  2nd 
/branch  ci- 
J ty  council. 


The  undersigned  being  requested  thereto,  joined 
the  above  committee  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty, 
and  unite  with  them  in  the  foregoing  report. 

JAMES  A.  BUCHANAN, 
WM.  WILSON, 

PE  TER  LITTLE, 

W.  COOKE. 

WVI.  G WYNN, 
THORNDIKE  CHASE, 
LEMUEL  TAYLOR, 
ROBT.  GILMOR, 

S.  STERETT, 

JOHN  MONTGOMERY. 


nais  Oi  tue  louowmg  letters.  ooc.  ai-  one  else  oy  wtucn  me  inatter  cornu  oe  Known  om. 
0 in  t-ie  preceding'  report,  remain  {divers  rumors  have  prevailed  here  on  the  subject.  • It 
layor’s  office.  has  been  said  that  the  re-establish ment  of  the  press 

was  relinquished  altogelhe.  , then  it  is  sain  tout  you 


The  originals  of  the  following  letters.  <k,c.  al 
luded  to  ir 
in  the  A w 

Mo un t Pk i lip — Sunday. 

I am  so  mew: . t surprised  not  to  have  heard  from 
you,  my  dear  friend.  The  late  infamous  enormities 
in  Baltimore,  and  the  scandalous  submission  to  the 
prevalence  of  an  atrocious,  damnable  mob,  have 
filled  me  with  equal  indignation  and  astonishment. 
We  have  heard  here  no  explanation  of  the  circum 
stance,  but  what  poor  Ilewes  has  at  last  ventured 
to  state.  What,  I ask  you,  is  to  be  done  ? Unless  the 
people  are  immediately  roused,  and  the  federalists 
are  immediately  rallied,  all  opposition  to  the  rul 
ing  policy  will  be  unnerved,  and  the  influence  of 
Baltimore,  will  spread 


Wednesday  Evening. 

I am  accidentally  in  town.  I have  nor  written  to 
you,  because  I hoped  in  a few  day;  that  1 should 
talk  with  von.  But  your  letter  has  infused  a thrill 
of  extacy  into  the  recesses  of  my  heart.  I had  re- 
ceived one  from  Harper — it  was  not  .such  a one  as  I 
hoped  for— although  he  is  himself  every  thing  that 
I could  wish.  But  his  letter  was  va' hei  a damper— 
it  stated  that  you  had  given  up  Baltimore  tor  the 
present  and  were  to  recommence  at  George  town. 

God  bless  you,  my  dear  noble  fellow. 

Yours  most  trulv, 

J.  H.  THOMAS. 

A.  C.  Hannon , E*q. 

Ro«k\  ille,  'Montgomery. 

Fost-mark — “ I'rederick-Town,  Mu.  sloth  July.” 


Mount  Philip,  20 th  July.  , 
My  dear  friend — The  reason  whv  I have  not 
written  you  a line  by  every  mail,  will  appearirom  the 
distressing  circumstances  of  our  situation,  as  1 shall 
state  it  to  you.  I do  not  believe  you  need  give  your- 
self any  uneasiness  about  the  disclosure  of  the  plan, 
what  Heath  heard  1 apprehend,  was  rather  conjec- 
tural than  any  thing  else,  certain  it  is  no  communi- 
cation has  proceeded  item  me  to  that  Indy,  or  any 
one  else  by  which  the  matter  could  be  known  But 

1 • - It 
ress 

qui-rnea  aicogemer,  men  it  is  saiu  mat  you 
re  to  re- commence  in  George  Town  only,  and  have 
issued  a prospectus  to  that  eflect.  The  other  day,  t 
heard  from  Shaw  that  some  body  from  Baltimore 
had  said,  that  the  paper  would  be  renewed  there. — 
But  I believe  the  general  idea  was.  and  go  was  the 
tenor  of  Harper’s  letter  to  me,  th  \ . Baltimore  wouid  ^ 
be  altogether  abandoned.  Yestei day,  however,  :t 
was  stated  as  coming  I belie'  c m a letter  from  Dr. 
Alexander  to  mv  father,  that  the  foreman  of  {he 
office  had  said  that  the  paper  would  re  appear  betore 
the  first  of  August. 

ladv  alluded  to  having  heard 


It  is  probable  the 

some  of  these  reports,  connected  with  Col.  Lvnn’s 

yet  I think  and  trust  that  G claraLionS?  vvho  ulkcd  freely  and  boldly  to  every 
our  friends  he.e  feel,  and  would  act  as  they  ought  |bf)dv  he  met  Wilh.  she  has  imagined  the  rest.  But 
to  do.  What  I ice]  myseil  you  may  see  m yes -er-|at  ' ent  \ heat  nothing  said  as  to  your  particular 
day’s  Herald,  under  the  signature  of  Leonidas.  H stlviews  the  public  cm  iosity  being  for  the  time  ab- 


is  deemed  a suitable  appeal,  I wish  those  editors 
whom  you  know  to  republish  it,  or  to  publish  some 
things  themselves  to  manifest  proper  feelings  of  in- 
dignant decision  and  sympathy.  It  is  a most  awful 
and  fearful  consideration.  If  the  press  can  be  thus 
prostrated  and  silenced,  we  are  further  gone  in  the 
road  to  perdition  than  1 thought  possible.  1 have 
been  for  some  time  withdrawn  from  active  politics, 
and  disused  to  write  or  harangue.  But  any  thing  in 
that  way  of  exertion  that  1 can  do,  shall  be  done; 
in  short,  any  thing  but  being  a candidate,  or  what 
is  the  same  thing,  deserting  my  family. 


sorbed  in  the  fate  of  our  lit  tle  squadi  on,  and  the  pub- 
lic. Interest  here  being  at  this  moment, much  engaged 
in  the  in -gathering  of  harvest.  The  moment  1 re- 
ceived your  letter  last  week,  I wrote  a note  to 
Col.  Lynn,  enclosed  to  his  brother  at  Cumberland, 
whom  I desired  to  forward  it  bv  express  Whether 
considered  as  pledged  to  go  with  you  or  not,  ] should 
consider  it  a duty  to  ofler,  and  i!  I knew  my  own 
heart  it  would  afford  it  the  liveliest  gratification.  I 


ire  you  know  me  too  well  to  imagine  that  I a 
ns  excuses  ; but  l w:li  stale  the  circumstanc 

by  wi 
j it  to  1 

account,  a highly  advantageous  moment  to  confirm  I could  wish  for.  to  decide  not  simply  w hether 


bo 


lieigm  0 

eg by  which  I am  n>  ecluded,  and  I think  l might  leav^ 

Had  you  not  better  shew  yourself  m this  neigh- U-  to  Ljn  Anderson,  Lynn,  Heath  and  vour- 
rhood,  as  soon  as  you  can.  I think  it,  on  your  j ^ as  tbe  ,^ost  honorable  court  martial  th  t any 


and  strengthen  the  favorable  impression  al.-eady  j j ~excasahle  for  not  going,  but  whether  T should 
made  ; and  for  the  sake  of  the  common  good,  it  may  l t be  inexcusable  for  attempting  to  go  at  this  mo 
be  adviseable  to  cbnier  with  onr  friends  in  this  quar- 
ter, who  ate  resolute  and  enthusiastic. 

Let  me,  at  all  events,  hear  from  you  without  de- 


ky. 

I am,  zealously  and  truly,  vours. 

J'.  'll.  THOMAS. 
Alex.  Contee  Hanson,  Esq. 
liockvil/e,  Montgomery. 

(Post  mark— “ Fmkriek-Totvn,  28tli  June.) 


ment.  * * *'  * * 

The  mere  parade  of  going  down,  unless  to  remain 
with  you  for  real  service,  would  be  idle,  and  might 
be  embarrassing— ’anil  ii  i;  likely,  if  I could  setoff, 
! should  soon  he  recalled  by  an  alarm  the  mod  ?en- 
! (>u-'  and  hazardous.  You  will  recollect  to  have  heard, 
{that  last  summer  an  accident  had  nearly  deprived 
1 me  of  mv  wife. 
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There  will  be  some  difficulty  in  fixing  the  day 
for  the  Liberty  meeting  so  as  to  suit(us.  1 shall  be* 
gone  to  Virginia  in  a few  days,  and* the  week  after 
next  will  be  court.  You  will  be  at  Baltimore,  of 
course,  all  next  week.  Captain  Campbell,  I 
understand,  as  he  told  me  he  would  the  other  day, 
was  to  go  to  Liberty,  1 believe-,  on  Saturday 
last,  to  make  arrangements.  I have  not  heard 
from  hirn.  But  he  is  ardent  and  we  entirely  accord 
in  the  expediency  of  the  thing.  From  a particular 
quarter,  which  you  will  immediately  guess,  1 appre- 
hend lukewarmness  and  indifference.  However, 
whenever  the  day  is  appointed,  1 shall  act  indepen- 
dently if  necessary,  and  you  shall  be  informed  of 
the  'time — so  thatunder  any  circumstances  we  must 
make  a violent  effort  to  be  there.  I want  to  shew 
you  a prompt,  sensible  letter  i have  received  from 
Mr.  Stoddert,  as  to  the  feasibility  and  necessity  of 
electing  John  Marshal  as  the 'next  president.  Ano- 
ther letter  from  our  friend  Alexander  hopes  that 
. you  will  avoid  unnecessary  personal  abuse  in  the 
newspaper,  and  desires  me  to  second  this  advice  to 
you.  Upon  which,  sir,  all  1 have  to  sav  is,  that  as 
to  what  is  so  much  decried  as  abuse,  you  must  be 
the  best  and  only  judge  yourself  as  to  what  is  ne 
cessary  or  unnecessary. 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  your  wife  and  chil 
dren — Mary  desires  her  love  to  them. 

Most  truly  and  affectionately  yours, 

J.  Ii.  THOMAS. 

P.  S. — Write  me  a particular  detail  of  all  your 
operations.  Tell  our  excellent  friends,  Line  an  and 
Anderson,  that  upon  reflection  it  was  deemed  best  to 
wait  the  answer  from  Baltimore,  before  publishing 
our  letter  ; and  the  answer  from  Harper,  with  other 
considerations  which  I will  state  to  them,  determin- 
ed me  not  to  offer  it  for  publication.  I am  not  cer- 
tain that  Thomson  would  dare  print  it,  notwith- 
standing what  he  was  induced  to  insert  a few  weeks 
ago.  1 learn  from  others,'!  (having  no  communica 
tion  with  him  myself,)  and  Indeed  I learn  from  his 
paper,  that  he  has  given  up  to  his  own  apprehen- 
sions,. or  the  influence  of  certain  moderns.  Until 
the  Fed.  Rep.  revives,  we  have  no  press  in  Mary- 
land. God  grant  it  a speedy,  permanent  and  honor- 
able resurrection. 

Alexander  Contee  Hanson , Esq. 

lidkkviUe,  Montgomery. 

Cumberland,  July  ] 9tk,  1812. 

Dear  Sir — Your  note  of  the  15th  inst.  under  co- 
ver to  my  brother,  was  delivered  by  him  to  me,  on 
my  arrival  here  last  evening,  1 am  sorry,  sincerely 
so,  that  I was  not  apprised  pi  Mrl  Hanson’s  plan 
of  taking  possession  of  a house  in  Baltimore,  in  or- 
der to  re  establish  the  Federal  Republican  again,  at 
so  short  a day  as  on  Monday  week,  that  is,  to- 
morrow week.  1 am  now  from  home  since  Thurs- 
day morning,  and  cannot  possibly  reach  there  again 
until  to  morrow  night,  on  account  of  business  that 
is  too  urgent.to  neglect.  I also  feel  much  indispo- 
sed on  acirount  of  a told  and  head  ache.  But  rest 
assured  1 will  hurry  home  with  all  possible  speed, 
and  if  it  is  possible  I will  join  those  gallant  spirits,  go- 
ing on  the  noble  enterprise -perhaps  the  most  so  since 
our  revolutionary  war  Time  hardly  ever  was  more 

precious  with  me.  I have  at  this  time  several  con- 
tracts respecting  cattle  on  hand,  that  must  be  com- 
plied with  ; some  of  them  nearly  one  hundred  miles 
beyond  me:  ami  I yesterday  received,  $2000  here, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  payments 
*»ext  week,  or  1 shall,  perhaps,  lose  my  credit  and 
.the  cattle  in  the  bargain.  But  it  may  be  possible  for  1 
get  some  one  to  do  the  business  for  me.  The 


\most  difficult  part  is 'the  cattle  I have  not  seen  and 
•{valued  ; and  who  to  get  that  is  a competent  judge, 
(l  cannot  as  yet  think  of.  My  ftiend,  you  now  see 
;some  of  the  difficulties  under  which  1 labor; — 
more,  and  of  a very  serious  nature,  I could  detail, 
bm  it  is  unnecessary.  1 repeat,  that  if  it  is  possible 
1 will  with  heart  and  soul  join  the  band  ; nothing  in 
this  world,  at  present,  would  afford  me  more  real 
■pleasure  than  to  assist  in  the  noble  undertaking. 
Secrecy  and  great  caution  will  be  necessary  until 
“the  party  are  actually  in  possession  of  the  house. — 
In  the  first  place,  there  ought  (according  to  the  size 
of  the  house)  to  be  a full  quantity  of  gallant  men 
to  defend  it  at  every  door,  window,  &c.  muskets 
with  the  bayonets,  and  a plenty  of  good  pistols, 
with  a large  store  of  ammunition.  Let  there  be  a 
plenty  of  buckshot  provided  for  close  work,  and 
when  they  reach  closer  still,  (which  will  never  be,  I 
believe,  but  itis  always  bestto  be  well  prepared)!  would 
advise  that  a store  of  tomahawks  or  hatchets,  with 
dirks  for  every  man,  he  provided.  If  we  are  thus 
prepared,  and  they  can  neither  fire  the  house  or 
starve  us  out,  the  garrison  will  never  be  under  the 
necessity  of  a surrender.  I have  thus  thrown  my 
ideas  together  in  great  Haste  -r  should  they  do  no 
good,  they  will  not  injure.  Too  much  caution  can- 
not be  made  use  of.  1 repeat  again,  if  itis  possible 
I will  be  with  you  in  time  ; but  should  it  not  be  in 
my  power,  i hope  1 shall  stand  excused.  1 hope 
there  will  be  no  want  of  young  soldiers,  and  those 
commanded  by  such  men  as  Lingan  and  Anderson 
eannot  fail  of  success. 

In  haste,  I am  rours  sincerely, 

JOHN  LYNN.  _ 

P.  S. — Lathing  hatchets  would  be  a good  substi- 
tute for  tomahawks,  if  they  eannot  be  had. 

John  Hanson  Thomas,  Esq. 

FredericlcTown. 

Friday  evening. 

Dear  Hanson— The  enclosed  letter  from  Col. 
Lynn  was  brought  to  me  last  evening.  Notwith- 
standing what  I wrote  to  you  by  the  last  mail,  1 had 
still  entertained  a faint  hope,  which  1 would  not  ex- 
press, that  1 might  be  able  to  join  you,  or  meet  the 
party  on  the  road  to  Baltimore.  * * * 

******* 
****** 

But  I cannot  express  the  solicitude  I feel  in  your  en- 
terprize,  and  the  regret,  the  mortification,  in  not 
being  able  to  assist  in  it.  I have  equal  confidenceiiv 
your  conduct  and  courage.  You  wilt  act  advisedly, 
and  take  care,  should  it  become  necessary,  not  to 
use  force,  that  is,  deadly  force,  until  the  attempts 
of  the  assailants  will  justify  vou  in  the  eye  of  the 
law  ; for  1 wish  your  ti  iu/mph  in  case  of  a resort  to 
extremities  to  he  certain  and  complete,  so  that'  you 
shall  be  sustained,  in  any  event,  by  the  laws  of  thp 
land,  as  well  as  the  principles  of  honor. 

Your’s  very ‘affectionately, 

J.  H THOMAS. 

Post-mark— “ Frederiek-Towh,  Md.  24  July.” 

MV  DEAR  SIR, 

1 have  nothing  but  bad  news  to  give  you  from 
this  quarter  as  to  our  plan.  John  H.  Thomas,  I 
have  seen,  and  he  expresses  much  regret  at  being 
obliged  to  go  to  Virginia  to-morrow  or  next  day, 
with  his  wife,  who  he  says  is  very  sick.  He  read 
to  me  a letter  from  col.  Lynn,  from  which  I am  very 
much  inclined  to  think  Lynn  will  not  be  with  you, 
ashe  has  pressing  engagements  at  home.  R.obe»'t 
M'Pherson  I am  told  is  sick,  arid  Sprigg  has  engaged 
nopthcr.  The  plan  is  here  public,  and  I believe  Gyp.- 
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Baer  and  others  have  named  the  very  day  for  it#  ex- 
ecution. When  the  scheme  was  find.  mentioned  to 
me,  1 staled  my  objections  to  it,  I believe  to  you,  as 
well  as  to  others.  The  very  same  reasons  which  I 
urged  agaiutft  it  to  Crabb  and  Kjlgour,  on  last  Sun 
day,' my  broiher  has  urged  to  me  here,  enforced 
with  others,  which  upon  the  whole,  I have  thought 
irr  esistible.  I presume  none  have  entered  into  this 
plan,  supposing  for  a moment,  that  there  could  be 
any  danger  after  the  battle  was  over  ; but  upon  con- 
versing with  my  brother,  he  seems  clearly  of  opini 
on,  that  to  fire  upon  the  assailants  before  other 
means  of  putting  them  out  of  the  house,  have  been 
used,  would  be  unlawful,  and  subject  us  to  the  pu 
irishmen!  qf  maiislaughter.  Thus  in  protecting  the 
laws  vve  should  be  violating  them.  To  wait  until 
the  mob  have  catered,  would  not  do  ; because  then, 
numbers  would  overpower  ur. : nor  do  I consider 
this  a part  ofour  plan  as  developed  to  me  ; besides, 
with  a democratic  judge  to  direct  a democratic  jury, 
as  to  the  law,  he  considers  our  conviction  of  murder 
as  far  more  than  probable. 

i consider  myself  to  have  been  engaged  to  incur 
risk  in  the  battle  only,  and  nothing  beyond  this. 
I consider  you  to  be  acting  with  the  same  purpose, 
and  therefore  hope  you  will  take  the  advice  of  Har- 
per. and  of  those  men  in  whom  you  most  confide. 
This  I ask  for  your  own  sake,  and  of  those  friends 
who  have  not  taken  the  same  view  of  the  subject 
as  I have.  Mv  opinion  is  formed  upon  authorities 
that  I have  looked  into  with  my  brother,  and  if  such 
were  not  my  opinion,  1 would  not  act  contrary  to 
his.  Under  these  circumstances  I have  concluded 
not  to  go  on  to  Baltimore,  as  I could  not  act  in  such 
a plan.  1 hope  you  yourself  will  take  a fuller  view 
of  the  subject.  If  the  mob  should  rise  to  pull  down 
the  press  in  George  Town,  the  mayor  or  the  ma 
gistrates  may  and  will  be  induced  to  do  their  duty. 
We  shall  then  act  under  the  authority  of  the  law, 
and  the  feelings  of  the  people  will  go  along  with  us  ; 
butthis  will  seem  too  much  like  a plan  to  provoke 
an  attack,  that  we  may  take  in:  o our  own  hands  the 
sword  of  ustice,  and  you  know  this  ^he  law  will 
not  allow 

With  respect.  See.  See.  &c. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TANEY. 

Frederick-Town,  July  2 Uht  1812. 

Frederick  Town,  July  21,  1812. 
Sir — It  was  mv  intention  to  have  done  myself 
the  pleasure  of  calling  on  von  a few  days  since  at 
the  Court  House,  but  was  deprived  by  indisposi- 
tion, I know  the  manner  in  which  you  have  been 
treated.  If  I can  be  of  any  service  to  you  at  any 
time  you  may  command  me.  I will  lose  my  life 
for  you. 

OTHOH.  W.  LUCKETT. 

A.  C.  Hamon,  Esq. 

Montgomery  Court  House,  Md. 

(No  date.) 

Georgetown,  Thursday  mprning. 
Dear  Sir, — The  day  before  yesterday  1 sent  you 
a rough  sketch  of  part  of  the  obervations  foe  the 
first  paper.  Having  no  letter  from  Allison  and 
none  oi  the  apparatus  having  arrived,  I wrote  to 
him  to  send  on  the  people  ahd  come  himself.  I expect 
him  to-day  I had  made  an  arrangement  with  Rind 
to  print  the  paper,  if  we  should  be  reduced  to  the 
necessity  cf  resorting  to  any  other  office  than  our 
twn.  But  last  evening  he  communicated  his  retrac 
lion  of  the  accommodation,  assigning  as  a reason, 
that  the  post  master,  in  whose  buildings  the  office 


c/7 


is  kept,  was  Searful  it  might  injure  him  at  the  palace. 

I suppose  the  true  reason  to  be,  that  as  Rind  is  a very 
timid  man  and  holds  the  situation  of  a clerk  in  the 
bank  of  Columbia,  he  is  afraid  of  meeting  the  dis- 
pleasure of  John  Mason.  Still  he  offers  every  fa- 
cility by  using  his  types  and  hands  and  loaning  a 
press,  to  be  taken  down  and  used  elsewhere.  From 
nil  I can  learn  a wonderful  apathy  prevails  among 
the  federalists  respecting  the  Federal  Republican, 
and  some  have  contracted  an  aversion  to  its  publi- 
cation, lest  they  may  be  involved  in  inconvenience 
or  broils.  This  is  a state  of  things  radically  differ- 
ent from  what  was  impressed  on  me  ever  before.  I 
am,  however,  flattered  that  this  repugnance  is  no 
more  than  a species  of  delicacy  which  will  yield  as 
soon  as  the  paper  is  set  agoing.  We  shall  soon  re- 
duce this  to  the  test  of  experience.  Under  present 
circumstances  i t is  not  probable  that  we  shall  he  able 
to  publish  on  Monday  ; and  until  [ see  Allison  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  approximate  the  time.  It  is  re- 
duced to  a certainty,  that  without  our  own  office, 
we  cannot  get  afloat  This  is  so  important  to  your 
arrangement,  that  l have  Sent  the  letter  by  express, 
to  apprize  you  of  it  before  you  left  town  for  EUicott’s, 
and  also  to  request  your  assistance  in  obtaining  from 
Mr.  Gaither  a lease  of  the  house  at  the  corner  next 
to  Crawford’s  and  which  was  the  property  of  the 
late  col.  Gaither,  by  whom  it  was  purchased  from 
Gov.  Lee.  Should  vve  not  be  able  to  get  it,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  we  could  suit  ourselves  in  the  town. 
Some  places,  hitherto  expected  to  be  obtained,  would 
not  answer  our  purpose,  and  others  we  could  not 
procure.  So  much  idle  conversation  has  been  had 
respecting  the  power  and  the  inclination  of  the  navy 
yard  to  imitate  the  example  of  Baltimore,  and  the 
injury  the  establishment  of  the  paper  will  occasion 
to  the  interests  of  the  town,  that  we  could  not  have 
a choice  of  houses  which  are  to  be  let.  Harry  Gai- 
ther’s uncle  has  the  right  to  lease  the  house  I allude 
to,  and  Harry  himself  can  do  in  it  as  he  likes  best. 

It  is  proposed  to  lease  from  him  the  whole  except  the 
lower  story,  which  13  occupied  as  a grocery  store. 
We  ought  to  pay  him  $150  per  annum,  which  is  all 
that  it  is  worth,  but  rather  than  be  disappointed 
we  might  go  as  high  as  $200.  It  never  has  had  a te- 
nant,except  that  in  the  gamblingseason  it  is  occupi- 
ed for  a few  weeks  by  blacklegs  and  whores.  To  ena- 
ble 11s  to  g-et  the  paper  out  as  soon  as  possible, I could 
wish  to  have  Mr.Gaither’s  written  permission  to  eu- 
teritsornetime  to-morrow.  An  united  Irishman  is  the 
grocer  who  lives  below  ; but  though  the  upper  part 
has  no  connection  by  passages  with  his  rooms,  1 
I am  apprehensive  that  he  and  the  Riggs’  will  in- 
trigue to  keep  us  out.  You  will  therefore  he  prompt 
in  your  application,  and  obtain  for  me  an  indisputa- 
ble authority  to  warrant  mv  entry  into  it.  1 have 
received  a letter  that  says  the  hosts  of  the  mob  are 
chop-fallen,  and  that  the  mayor  himself  has  been 
presented  by  the  grand  jury.  Should  this  prove 
true,  it  evinces  a determination  in  them,  which  must 
have  been  produced  by  a fear,  that  the  interests  of 
the  city  were  ruined  or  only  to  be  retrieved  by  a re- 
solute and  indiscriminate  prosecution  of  all  o Tend- 
ers. Very  respectfully  and  sincerely  yours, 

J.  WAGNER. 

A.C.  Hanson,  Esq. 

Georoe  Town,  23  July,  1812. 

Dear  Sir, — With  the  assistance  of  colonel  Mar- 
bury,  i have  surmounted  all  the  difficulties  mention- 
ed in  my  letter  bv  the  express.  Yon  may  therefore 
count  on  receiving  the  paper  at  my  house  in  Balti- 
more on  Monday  morning,  and  go  on  with  youC  ar- 
rangements accordingly.  Mar  bury  save  that  tire 
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croaking  is  confined  (o  democrats  and  a few  feder- 
alists who  by  means  of  jobs  and  dependence  upon 
the  executive,  are  Labor  ing  in  the  promotion  of  its 
views.  In  him  we  shall  have  a valuable  and  steadv 
supporter  in  all  our  undertakings.  I am  sorry  he 
had  not  been  in  town  before.  I hear  nothing  from 
Allison  in  answer  to  my  letter,  from  which  1 con 
elude  that  he  is  on  his  way  by  water,  with  the  rest. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  WAGNER. 

A.  C.  Hanson,  Esq. 

(The  assignment  of  the  lease  is  on  the  other  side.) 

By  these  presents  I assign  and  jet  over  to  A.  C. 
Hanson,  Esq.  in  consideration  of  one  dollar,  to  me 
in  hand  paid,  all  my  right,  title,  and  interest,  of,  in 
and  to  the  dwelling  house  in  south  Charles  street, 
which  I leased  from  Mrs.  White,  in  Baltimore, 
with  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  appurtenances, 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  twenty-third  dav 
of  July,  1812. 

J.  WAGNER,  l.  s. 

Witness,  Ben.  B.  IvIackall. 

George  town,  25th  July,  1812. 

Dear  sir — The  bearer  carries  you  the  paper 
which  he  will  deliver  you  by  dav  break.  God  send 
you  success  and  glory  in  case  of  an  attack. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

J.  WAGNER. 

A.  C.  Hanson,  E-'q. 

No.  45,  South  Cliarles-st.  Baltimore* 

Alexandria,  Jufy  20th — 12. J 

Dear  Sir — The  short  distance  between  the  place 
•fyour  asylum  and  this  town,  invites  me,  my  mind 
always  anxious  to  meet  you  (especially  since  the  late 
disgraceful,  and,  to  you,  destructive  scene  ip  Balti- 
more) to  mount  my  horse  for  Montgomery,  but 
circumstances  interfere  which  frustrate  my  wishes. 

Besides  as  soon  as  I hear  from  Richmond,  ex 
peeled  every  day,  I must  go  to  Baltimore,  where  1 
ought  to  have  been  on  the  16th,  but  where  I cannot 
go  until  i am  prepared. 

You  mean  to  return  and  re-establish  yonr  press  : 
this  decision,  I presume,  comports  with  your  inte 
rest' and  is  called  for  by  due  respect  to  vourself,  to 
your  friends  and  to  vour  country.  Mobs  are  justly 
styled  “ sore s”  political  by  acrimonious  Tom,  when 
his  pen  was  directed  by  truth,  and  not  by  ambition. 
They  must  not  be  allowed  to  take  root  in  our  land, 
or  soon  will  our  tall  trees  be  abrupted  from  their 
foundation. 

it  is  possible,  I fear  probable,  that  your  return  to 
Baltimore  will  be  followed  by  a repetition  of  the 
pa  t — this  cannot  but  oscurto  your  own  mind,  and 
roust  produce  a determination  to  resist  to  the  last. 

Vain  is  such  determination  unless  accompanied  by 
preparation  to  defend  vourseff. 

Select  a house  for  your  bu  siness  capable  of  de- 
fence—place  your  family  under  the  same  roof,  and 
collect  a few  resolute  friends,  some  of  whom  shall 
always  be  in  the  house  throughout  the  day  and  all 
throughout  the  night. 

Put  in  the  most  retired  room  in  the  upper  story 
cartridge  made  of  the  best  powder,  with  hall  and 
swan  shot — these  with  a number  of  spare  flints  cho- 
sen with  care,  reserve  fot*  the  hour  of  trial,  if  that 
hour  should  corns.  Prepare  also  cartridges  with 
small  shot  to  apply  wherever  if  can  be  done  without 
encouraging  the  mob  by  their  experience  of  their 
innocence — collect  a ton  or  two  of  large  stones  in 

£This  letter  has  no  signature, but  it  is  supposed  to 
have  been  written  by  Gen.  Lee. 


vour  cellar,  placing  some  of  them  close  to  the  win 
(lows  over  the  outer  doors  of  the  house,  to  be  roll- 
ed down  on  the  assailants  when  forced  forward 
through  the  pressure  of  those  behind — water  and 
biscuit  be  sure  to  have  in  abundance. 

Appropriate  to  every  story  a proportion  of  your 
friends,  assigning  to  each  story  a leader — let  them 
not  be  crowded,  or  you  not  only  unnecessarily  risk 
their  lives  but  you  injure  your  ability  to  defend — 
in  a safe  upper  hold  all  the  supernumeraries  in 
leisure  arranging  to  them  the  supply  of  cartridges, 
flints  and  rnusket£,asaccident  may  render  necessary. 

Appoint  a chief  to  direct  the  whole,  and  inculcate 
not  only  profound  silence  throughout  the  house,  but 
let  every  order  be  given  in  a low  voice,  this  compels 
your  own  men  to  be  silent  and  attentive  and  with- 
holds trom  the  assailant  knowledge  useful  to  him. 

Tne  defenders  of  the  house  must  be  posted  on 
each  side  of  every  window,  all  of  which  except  in 
the  lower  story  must  be  hoisted  to  prevent  wounds 
from  the  shivering  of  the  glass  by  the  balls — those 
below  ought  also  to  be  opened  if  the  ground  ad- 
mits it. 

In  case  of  forcing  the  outer  doors  and  entering 
the  lower  story,  be  ready  with  chairs,  tables  and 
bedsteads  to  stop  the  staircase,  which  defend. 

Should  the  iniquity  of  the  mob  render  it  proper 
for  you  to  adopt  my  advice,  remember  that  you  ought 
not  to  provoke  their  action,  that  you  ought  to  re- 
quire in  time  the  aid  of  the  civil  authority,  and  that 
you  having  began  defence,  must  never  even  think  of 
concession — Die  or  conquer. 

A.  C.  Hanson,  Esq. 

Rockville,  Montgomery  county , Md. 

COPY  OF  ORDERS. 

As  the  mob  will  be  always  on  the  alert,  a corres- 
pondent activity  is  expected  from  those  who  have 
united  to  resist  its  depredations.  A slate  with 
the  names  of  all  the  defenders  of  the  house  will  be 
placed  in  the  front  room,  second  story  ; and  whoe- 
ver wishes  to  leave  the  house,  must  rub  out  his 
name  and  replace  it  whenever  Jie  returns,  but  no 
person  is  to  consider  himself  entitled  to  the  liberty 
of  departing,  if  there  are  fewer  than  ten  names  on 
the  slate. 

The  gentlemen  who  pass  to  and  fro  during  the 
day,  are  expected  to  brihg  in  all  the  information 
they  can  obtain.  At  six  every  evening,  the  roll 
will  be  called  and  no  person  will  be  permitted  to 
absent  himself  after  that  hour. 


BY  THE 

MAYOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF  BALTIMORE , 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a disposition  has  unhappily  manifested 
itself  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  misguided  citizens 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  our  city,  by  a disregard  of, 
and  open  opposition  to  its  laws  ; and,  whereas,  it 
is  believed  that  the  promoters  of  this  disorderly  con- 
duct are  so  few  in  number,  that  if  not  countenanced 
by  the  appearance  of  others  who  are  in  fact  only 
spectators,  they'  would  desist  from  such  misconduct 
— Now,  therefore,  I am  induced  to  issue  this  my 
PROCLAMATION,  calling  upon  all  peaceable  w ell 
disposed  citizens,  who  are  not  in  the  employ  of  the 
civil  or  military  authorities,  to  remain  within  their 
respective  houses  after  the  hour  of  eight  o’clock  in 
each  evening,  during  the  present  state  of  the  pub- 
lic mind  ; and  particularly  to  retain  at  home  all 
their  apprentices,  servants  and  children.  In  doing 
so,  they  will  consult  their  own  safety,  as  well  as  con- 
tribute to  the  preservation  (if  peace  ; for,  as  elhci- 
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ent  means  are  adopted  to  disperse  all  assemblages  ot 
the  people,  and  summarily  to  punish  the  riotous 
and  ill  disposed — those  who  are  in  the  streets  only 
as  spectators,  will  suhject  themselves  to  the  danger 
of  suffering  with  the  guiltv. 

EDWARD  JOHNSON. 

August  5, 1812. 


The  Mayor  and  City  Council  to  the  people  of 
Baltimore. 

F e Luo w- Citizens — We  feel  ourselves  bound  to 
address  you  on  the  subject  of  the  late  unhappy  di3 
tut  banees. — These  are  briefly  detailed  in  the  report 
which  has  been  made  out  by  a committee  of  our 
own  bodv,  assisted  by  ten  other  respeciable  citizen* 
of  all  political  parties,  and  unanimously  concurred 
in.  it  is  entitled  to  your  confidence.  Can  you 
read  it  without  the  most  awful  sensations  ? Can  yon 
look  back  without  horror  upon  the  fatal  events  of 
the  27th  and  2Sth  of  July  ? 

The  authors  of  those  events,  the  actors  in  those 
scenes,  which  have  insulted  the  dignity,  snorted 
with  the  happiness,  subverted  the  peace,  and  disgrac 
cd  the  character  of  our  city,  will  be  brought  to 
ju  slice. 

Citizens  of  Baltimore, — public  tranquillity  i? 
again  restored  ; and  we  exhort  you  to  maintain  it. 
Let  no  man’s  curiosity  carry  him  to  a tumultuous 
meeting,  lest  the  innocent  may  he  confounded  with 
the  guilty  ! 

.If  such  meeting  should  unfortunately  occur,  we 
entreat  ali  good  men  to  remain  quiet  at  home,  unless 
called  upon  to  support  the  civil  authority. 

The  laws  must  and  shall  rule.  Measures  have 
been  adopted  to  suppress  every  species  of  disorder. 
And  at  a concerted  signal  thousands  will  rush  forth 
to  maintain  the  majesty  of  the  law. — Civil  and  po 
litical  liberty  can  only  be  maintained  by  an  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws,  and  respect  of  the  civil  authority. 

A D A M F O N E R D E N , Pres  Iden  t 
of  Ike  first  brunch  of  the  city  council. 

JAMES  CALHOUN,  President 
of  the  2nd  branch  of  the  city  council. 
August  7th,  approved, 

EDWARD  JOHNSON, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 


avowedly  hostile  to  the  presidency  of  James  Madison,  and  we  ne- 
ver will  breath  under  the  dominion,  direct  or  derivative  of  Bona- 
parti  ■,  let  it  be  acknowledged  when  it  may.  Let  those  who  cannot 
openly  adopt  this  confession,  abandon  us,  and  those  who  can,  vv« 
stiall  cherish  as  friends  and  patriots,  worthy  of  the  name. 


ADDENDA. 

From  the  Federal  Republican. — June  20, 
v Thmt  hast  done  a deed , -whereat  valor  will  weep.” 

Without  funds,  without  tuxes,  without  an  army,  navy,  or  ade- 
quate fortifications— •with  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  our  , ^ 

property  in  the  hands  of  the  declared  enemy,  without  any  of  .hi.  ' timents  of  disinterested  love  of  country.  Who  was  the  actual 
in  our  power,  and  with  a vast  commerce  afloat,  our  riders  hav 
promulgetl  a war,  against  the  clear  and  decided  sentiments  of  : 
vast  majority  of  the  nation.  As  the  consequences  will  be  sooi 
felt,  there  is’  no  need  of  pointing  them  out  to  the  few,  who  have 
not  sagacity  enough  to  apprehend  them.  Instead  of  employing  our 
pen  in  this  dreadful  detail,  we  think  it  more  apposite  to  delineate 
toe  course  we  are  determined  to  pursue,  as  long  as  the  war  shall 
last,  Wepieao  to  represent,  in  as  strong  colors  as  we  are  capable, 
that  it  is  unnecessary,  inexpedient,  and  entered  into  from  a partial, 
personal*  anil  as  w<  believe,  motives  bearing  upon  their  front 
marks  of  undisguised  foreign  inffiienee,  which  cannot  be  mistaken. 

We  mean  to  use  every  constitutional  argument  and  every  legal 
means  to  render  as  odious  and  suspicious  to  the  American  people, 
as  they  deserve  to  be,  the  patrons  and  contrivers  of  this  highly  im- 
politic and'dvstructive  war.  in  the  fullest  persuasion  that  we  shall 
be  supported  akd  'ultimately  applauded  by  nine-ninths  of our  coun- 
trymen, and  that  our  silence  would  oe  treason  to  them.  We, detest 
and  abhor  the  endeavors  of  faction  to  create  ci  vil  contest  through 
the  pretext  of  a foreign  war,  it  has  rashly  and  premeditately  com- 
menced, and  we  shall  be  ready  cheerfully  to  hazard  every  tiling 
most  dear  to  frustrate  a iy  thing* leading  to  the  prostration  of  civil 
rights,  and  the  establishment  of  a system  of  terror  and  proscription 
announced  in  the  government  paper  at  Washington  as  the  inevita- 
ble eons  qiK  iiiv  of  the  measure  now  proclaimed.  We  shall  cling 
to  the  rights  of  freemen,  both  in  act  and  opinion,  fill  we  sink  with 
tiie  liberties  of  on;  country,  or  sink  aiou-.  We  shall  hereafter,  as 
heretofore,  unravel  every  intrigue  and  Imposture,  which  has  be- 
guiled, or  may  he  put  forth  to  eireiunveut  oar  fellow  citizens  into 
the  toils  of  the  great  earthly  enemy  of  the  human  race.  We  are 


From  l he  Federal  'Republican  of  Monday,  July  27. 

“ A Monocracy  i; usurped  by  the  woistnn.ii  in  the  most  corrupt 
times ; jo  a period  of  violence,  by  the  most  violent.  It  is  a Uriare- 
us,  w ith  a thousand  hands,  each  beariug  a dagger— a Cerberus, 
gaping  with  ten  thousand  throats,  each  prtvehed  ahd  thirsting  for 
fresh  blood.  A mob  government,  like  a West  India  hurricane, 
instantly  strews  the  fruitful  earth  with  promiscuous  ruins,  and 
turns  t lie  sky  yellow  with  pestilence.  Mm  inhale  a vapour  like 
the  sirocco,  and  die  in  the  open  air  for  the  wantin'  respiration.  It 
is  an  earthquake  that  loosens  the  foundations  of  sockty.lmrying  in 
an  hour  tin-  accumulated  wealth  and  wisdom  of  ages.  "They  who, 
after  the  calamity,  would  re-construct  the  edifice  of  the  public  liber- 
ty w ould  scarcely  be  able  to  find  the  model,  perhaps  not  even  the 
ruins.”  AMES. 

l ive  weeks  have  elapsed  since  the  suspension  of  this  journal, 

by  the  demolition  of  the  office  whence  it  issued  in  Baltimore. 

Most  of  the  overt  and  prominent  circumstances  connect'  u with  the 
outrage,  have  already  reached  the  public  ear ; but  others  of  deep- 
er interest  have  been  concealed  or  permitted  to  remain  in  ob- 
scurity. 

To  suppose,  that  any  part  of  our  publications,  immediately 
preceding- the  at  tack,  formed  the  motive  to  the  destruction,  is  de- 
cidedly erroneous.  The  fact  of  such  incendiary  meditation  was 
communicated  tons  nearly  two  months  before  the  crime  was  per- 
petrated. A conspiracy  against  the  editors  w as  then  known  to  have 
been  digested.  It  was  positively  asserted  and  reiterated  with  exul- 
tation by  certain  disorganizing  prints,  that  w ar  w ould  be  declared 
before  tiie  4th  of  July,  and  it  was  distinctly 'declared,  that  on  that 
day  the  office  would  be  demolished,  and  the  proprietors  thrown 
into  the  fangs  of  a remorseless  rabble.  The  declaration  of  war 
was  precipitated  by  the  fatal  impatience  of  administration,  operat- 
ed upon  by  the  haughty  threats  or  seductive  artifices  of  an  undis- 
guised enemy  and  oppressor  ; and  a corresponding  anticipation  en- 
sued in  the  plot  planned  against  our  lives  and  property. Who 

were  the  misguided  instruments  in  its  execution,  the  grand  jury  of 
Baltimore  county  have  before  them  the  means  of  ascertaining,  but 
by  whom  they  were  secretly  wielded,  can  only  be  inferred  from 
facts  not  altogether  w ithin  the  scope  of  their  animadversion.  The 
denunciations  fulminated  by  terrorists  on  the  floor  of  congress, 
against  opposition  to  the  course  of  measures  which  terminated  in 
the  great  calamity  which  now  spreads  a gloom  over  the  nation — 
the  indirect  exhortations  to  convert  hostilities  with  a foreign  na- 
tion, into  domestic  war,  which  teemed  from  the  court  paper,  and 
the  language  In  Id  in  conversation  hv  many  io  whom  the  people 
have  undeservedly  confided  the  high’ trust  which  they  daily  pros- 
titute-all lead  to  a solution,  w inv.li  has  sunk  deep  into  the  hearts, 
and  left  an  indelible  conviction  upon  the  minds  of  many  temper- 
ate and  1 h ral  men.  The  approbation,  significantly  enough, 
bestowed  by  the  same  paper  after  the  event  happened,  further  en- 
forces the  conclusion,  or  at  least  evinces  a depravity  equal  to  that 
which  characterised  the  act  itself,  and  in  which  are  fomented  the 
production  of  all  jacobin  revolutionary  journals.  Nor  ought  men- 
tion to  be  omitted  of  the  ill  concealed  private  pomp  of  rejoicing 
in  the  liiglier  circles  of  Washington,  when  the  fancied  annihilation 
of  a dreaded  opponent  was  ostentatiously  announced,  and  the  to- 
tal overthrow  of  order  and  the  civil  magistracy  was  confirmed.— 
in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  one  of  the  proprietors,  a supple  ad- 
herent of  administration,  in  congress,  insolently  and  distinctly  jus- 
tified tiie  conduct  of  the  mob,  clearly  intimating  in  the  same, 
breath,  that  British  goods  would  next  fall  under  the  fury  of  the 
populace,  as  w itnessed  during  the  war  for  independence. 

These  are  some  of  the  grounds  for  ascribing  the  origin  of  the 
tumults  in  Baltimore  to  an  index  at  the  seat  of  the  general  govi  rn- 
ment,  whence  ought  to  flow  the  benign  blessings  of  social  happiness, 
of  law  and  order,  and  to 'Which  the  public  expectation  was  o ,ce  di- 
rected for  tiie  preservation  of  the  people’s  liberties, for  personal  secu- 
rity, for  protec  lion, for  noble  examples  of  loftyf  cling  and  exaiu  d sen- 
~~  - _ro;  op- 

t'd-—who  gawt-  the  specific  intinvitim  iyr  the  destruction  of  m.  ofi’.ce 
and  the  assassination  of  tiie  editors,  may  come  to  light  hereafter. 
Well-grounded  suspicion,  however,  lias  not  been  siow  in  designat- 
ing the  monster  in  Baltimore,  whose  corruption,  profligacy  and 
Jacobinical  heart,  were  well-suited  to  place  such  orders  from  l.is 
superiors  in  a train  of  execution.  Of  his  sub-agents  most  jiromi- 
n “.it  in  obeying  his  instructions,  it  may  be  enough  to  say  —i.ervit 
alienis  mobile  lignum— w hile  he  may  be  permitted  to  repose  ibrthe 
present  in  fancied  security.  The  crimes  under  whose  weight  he 
labors,  are  beginning  to  be  blazoned,  and  the  latest  may  prove  to 
be  among  the  . arliost  exposed. 

To  Judge  Scott,  though  of  an  opposite  political  cast  to  our- 
selves, wc  are  happy  to  ascribe  an.  lionorahl  and  resolute  disposi- 
tion to  perform  his  duty  ; but  it  was  unavailing  ; because  ho  was 
unsupported  by  any  other  magistrate,  or  body  of  citizens.  Of  the 
officers  residing  in  Baltimore,  of  tlx-  state  and  of  tiie  corporation, 
most  if  not  all  of  whom  Were,  present  at  the  burglary,  the  Mayor 
is  pre-eminently  distinguished ‘lor  the  acquiescence  with  which  ho 
has  beheld  the  ruin  of  prop:  ny,  the  repeated  nocturnal  violations 
of  dwelling  houses,  tile  most  savage  tlnvais  against  persons  guilt- 
less of  a crime,  tee  usurped  regulation  of  the  port,  the  prostration 

of  the  laws  of  the  state  and  of  the  Union without  the  smallest 

exertion  to  enforce  his  authority.  Upon  this  subj:  ot  there  can  be 
no  delicacy  or  reserve.  We,  tiiereibre,  lay  the  enormities  which 
hdve  proceeded  in  tvpi  i progression  and  iiu-iicted  an  incurable  ' 
wound  noon  Baltin  me.,  expressly  to  the  ci  targe  of  the  mayor. — 
This  police  officer,  whose  oath  could  not  have  been  forgotten,  was 
so  little  sensible  of  the  dignity  of  his  office.  •,,,  indivTereut  to  the 
peace  auu  safety  of  the  community,  so  regardless  of  the  perma- 
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»eiit  interests  of  the  city,  which  he  knew  must  be  very  materially', 
impaired  by  a character  for  tumult,  disorder  and  assassination,! 
winch  he  has  suffered  to  be  stamped  upon  it,  that  for  weeks  he! 
permitted  the  mo  i to  rage  unrestrained,  as  if  studious  by  his  couni- 
va.ice  to  render  it,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  the  indisputable  arbi- 
ter of  the  city  ; and  when  he  at  last  interposed,  it  was  to  prevent 
the  threatened  demolition  of  one  of  the  temples  of  the  Almighty  I 
for  to  shell-  a barbarous  and  unhallowed  height  had  phrenzv  trans- 
ported th'A  confederates  and'  agents  of  despots  and  usurpers— the 
enemies  of  liberty,  law,  order  aud  religion.  It  has  even  been  pub- 
licly alle-lged  against  the  mayor  (and  being  uncowtrsdicted,  we  be- 
lieve it)  that  he  brooked,  if  he  did  not  court  the  dishonor  of  acting  as 
011c  of  a committee  appointed  by  the  mob  to  search  foe  ffaorious  in- 
dividuals, whovp  they  intended  to  ilnmoLite  as  victims  of  their  rage. 
Is  it  suggested  that  a motive  to  this  condescension  was.  to  afford  me 
individual  an  opportunity  to  escape  ? How  much  more  worthy  of 
the  chief  magistrate  of  a great  city,,  would  it  have  been,  by  pre- 
cautionary preparations,,  to  render  the  mob  harmless,  than  to  or 
eomp.-ll -d  afterwards  to  act  the  degrading  pact  aiiefigtd  against 
lum  1 If  the  civil  authority  was  not  competent  to  its  own  pro- 
tection and  the- preservation  of  peace,. then  is  the  police  of  Balti- 
more a useless-ihstitution,  and  the  lives  and  liberties  of  forty  thou- 
sand souis  are  at  the  mercy  of  a handful  of  insignificant  disorga- 
nizes, whos’enunibers  atno  period  have  equalled  a hundredth  part 
of  the  population  of  the  city.  The  power  of  this  mob.  is  an  idle, 
though  an  artful  plea  for  those  whose  bosoms  swelled  with  joy 
when  they  saw  the  continued  exposure  of  the  w orst  acts  of  a bad 
administration  prevent'd  by  the  lawless  and  summary  procedure 
of  ruffians  headed,. by  whom  ? -by  a paltry  French  apothecary' ! 
Every  citizen  has  a legal  right  to  tile  mayor’s  protection,  as  father 
add  guarciian-of  the  city,  and  if  necessary, 'by  force  of  arms.  That 
protection  being  denied,  society  was  unhinged,  the  empire  of  the 
laws  overthrown,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Baltimore  were  degraded  to 
a state  of  nature— the  arm  of  flesh,  the  rigid  of  tits  strong  were  sub- 1 
slituted  to  the  law  and  civil  liberty.  Where  a state  is  reduced  to 
such  a condition  of  things,  they  are  exposed  to  the  greatest  danger, 
who  seek  security  in  submission,  and  who,,  in  the  place  of  a.  manly 
assertion  and  defence  of  natural  ami  constitutional  rights,  join  the 
chorus  of  ermting moderation,  and  think  less  of  resistingthe  authors 
of  intestine  discord,  than  how  to  display  address  in  mollifying 
their  cannibal  fury.  Lysimachus  did  not  rely  for  security  upon 
coaxing  and  patting  into  tameness  and  mercy  the  beast  let  loose  to 
devour  him. 

That  the  governor  has  taken  no  steps  to. check  or  discountenance 
the  continued  disorders  in  the  emporium  of  the  state,  must  be  ascri- 
bable  to  lus  knowledge  of  the  real  authors  of  the  riot,  and  the  politi- 
cal motives  by  which  they  were  actuated.  It  was  the  universal 
cry,  it  was  the  excuse  set  up  by  the  apologists  of  the  mayor,  that 
the  riot  was  too  powerful  to  be  resisted  with  effect  by  the  civil  au- 
thority. The  laws  being  prostrated,  and  the  civil  magistracy  in- 
capable of  affording  sufficient  protection  against  violence,  the  laws 
of  the  state  ami  the  constitution  of  the  United  Spites,  expressly  pro- 
vide thh  menus  of  guaranteeing  the  security  which  the  local  powers 
may  be  incompetent  to  extend  to  the  violate  i rights  of  the  Citizen. 
But  in  the  place  of  soliciting  this.interpositicm,  necessary,  if  the  apol- 
ogy madefor  the  constituted  authorities  of  Baltimore  l>e  well  found- 
ed, it  would  setup  nothing  was  more  remote  from  the  governor’s  in- 
tention ; yet  his.  proclamations  have  frequently  announced  on  other 
occasions' his  cure  to  subject  petty  solitary  offences  to  the  animad- 
version of  the  law.  Though  the  editors  of  the  Federal  Republican 
were  beyond  the  reach  of  the  mob,  their  property  destroyed  and 
their  press  srien'ced,  it  was  still  not  deemed  fitting  to  restore  order 
either  by  the  arm  or  exhortation  of  the  executive. 

The  Maryland  bill  of  rights  declares  that  “ the  freedom  of  the 
press  ougi.t  to  be  inviolably  preserved,”  and  denounces  “ the  doc- 
trine of  non-resistance  against  arbitrary  power  aud  oppression , as 
absurd,  slavish,  and  destructive  of  the  good  and  happiness  of  man- 
kind ,”  yet  the  freedom  of  liie  press  has  been  extinguished,  in  Ma- 
ryland, political  opposition  v.  as  crushed  for  the  season,  and  so  far  the 
Impediments  arising  from  party  were  removed  preparatory  to  the 
return  of  order  andkranquility,  calculating  on  the  timidity  offede- 
ralisrs,  deemed  too  tame  and  pusillanimous  to  maintain  their  po- 
litical rights.  The  editors  will  not  stoop  to  enquire  what  degree 
of  liberty  of  speech  and  discussion  may  be  enjoyed  in  a state  of 
war,  noin will  they  degrade  themselves  or  dishonor  the  virtuous 
cause  they  support, by  an  examination  of  the  rights  which  a change 
of  foreign  n lotions  cannot  abridge  or  impair.  Tlieir  rights,  it  is 
true,  were  the  first  to  be  infringed  and  trampled  on  by  the  self- 
created  sovereigns  of  Baltimore  : blit,  they  embraced  in  their  ju- 
risdiction a vast  variety  of  others  sufficiently  multifarious- to  af- 
ford occasion  for  the  sacrifice  of  hundreds  of  lives  and  the  destruc- 
tion ot*  thousands  of  property  ; but  we  will  not  be  found  among  the 
last  to  consign  to  merited  detestation,  the  “ slavish  and  absurd  doc- 
trie  of  non-resistance,”  by  the  force  of  our  example,  as  far  as  it 
will  go. 

The  people  of  Maryland,  whose  substance  is  the  product  of  the  ' 
soil,  have  seen  the  fiats  of  the  custom  house  rendered  of  no  avail, 
and  the  only  remaining  markets  in  Spain,  Portugal  and  our  sister 
states  left  open  for  th<  ir  surplus  produce,  closed  byjthe  arbitrary 
wifi  of  Fell’s  Point.  Was  there  no  sufficient  justification  in  this 
for  the  intervention  of  the  governor  after  s«  signal  an  abandop-  , 
me  or  of  their  duty  by  the  magistrates  and  municipal  officers  of 
Baltimore,  notorious  every  where  ? The  farmers  of  Maryland  will 
enquire  why  this  scandalous  and  outrageous  scene  excited  none  of 
the  attention  of  tbe,txecutive.  If  it  has  been  proved  by  events, 
that  they  have  placed  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  tlieir  security  and 
happiness  under  the  guardianship  of  rulers,  wlio  fearing  or  fostering  • 
the  monstrous  co  nbiiiation  whose  will  has  so  far  been  fate  in  Bal- 
timore, thty  know  the  remedy  and  will  shortly  possess  the  power 
of  applying  it  with  effect. 

. The  outrages  of  the  Baltimore  mob,  implic  itly  sanctioned  if  not 
Originated  by  the  highest  authorities  in  the  country,  are  resolvable 
iottra  single  point:  a daring  ami  desperate  attempt  to  iutjinkiaie 


and  overawe  the  minority,,  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  specc^'unff  of 
the  press  ; and  thus  by  putting  down  opposition  through  a system- 
of  French  revolutionary  terror,  to  insure  the  continuance  in  office 
of  men  whose  dismissal  they  fear  would  be  rendered  certain  by  aa 
exposure  of  their  misdeeds,  tolly  and  infatuation..  Instead  of  sin- 
cerely endeavoring  to  unite  thei.utiou  against  the  selected  enemy, 
the  boisterous  advocates  of  war  commence  with  widening  by  intes- 
tine hostilities  the  breach  between- parties,.  Instead*  of  imploring 
the  blessings  of  the  Most  High  upon  th  ir  arms,  they  provoke  the 
wrath  of  Heaven  by  acts,  of  attrociuus  inhumanity,,  disturbing 
the  peace  of  families,  proscribing  toe  innocent,  defying  and  subvert- 
ing the  laws  and  free  institutions  of  the  eountrvy  demolishing  tbs 
property  and  endangering  the  lives  of  their  fellow  citizens  : I or-- 
gutting  that  despotism, whether  exercised  by  an  individual  or  a mob, 
is  still  despotism,  they  destroy  lvpubiieuuu  u under  the  mask  of 
supporting  it,,  a ml  violate  the-law  j-under  the  pretext  of  enforcing 
them.  1 he  force  of  passion  migiit  be  urged  in  extenuation  for  the 
devastations  of  a mob;  but  in  Baltimore  they  exult  in  the  glory 
of  achieving  the  most  rapacious  outrages  with  the  coolness  and 
precision  of  disciplined  banditti— comparing  the  destruction  of  the 
office  of  tlw*  Federal  Republican  'to.  “ ifo-  building  of  Solomon's. 
Temple.”  The  only  solace  left  to  the  real  friends  of  the  country 
is  their  having  foreseen  aud  predicted,  that  a systematic  perversion 
and  profanation  of  the  pure  principles  of  republicanism,  by  its 
deceitful  professors  would  inevitably  induce  the  enormities  and 
horrors  committed  with  impunity  in  the  very  heart  of  “the  most 
free  and  enlightened  nation  in  the  world.” 

We  have  never  for  a moment  entertained  the  gloomy  apprehen- 
sion, that  the  free  men  of  Maryland  would  endure  the  destruction 
of  the  freedom  of  debate  in  congress,  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of 
the  press,  or  tamely  permit  the  mounds  raised  about  their  civil  rights- 
to  be  kronen  down.  A sufficient  portion  of  them  will  cling  to  their 
principles,  will  cleave  more  closely  to  the  tempest-beaten  bark  of 
federalism,,  the  oftener  aud  more  violently  it  is  assailed  by  ilia 
storms  of  faction.  They  will  continue  to  consider  “ the  freedom  of 
the  press  as  the  palladium  of  reason,  as  the  distributor  of  light  and 
learning,  the  public  and  undismayed  .assevtu'r  of  interdicted  truth 
— as  the  honor  and  body  guard  of  civil  aud  political  liberty.  That 
where  the  law  halts  with  dread,  the  freedom  of  the  press  advances* 
and  with  the  subtle  activity  of  eonsciehee  penetrates  the  fortified 
recesses- of  power  and  writes  its  fearful,  si.nt.uice  upon  the  palace 
wall  of  recoiling  tyrants.”  They  wili  consider,  the  destruction  of 
the  press',  as  “ silencing  the  trumpet  which  in  the  hour  of  thing. r ami- 
dismay  is  to  summon  the  natural  guardians  of  the  constitution 
around.it;.  standard-”' 

How  shall  I speak  thee,  or  tliy  power  address, 

Thou  God  of  our  idolatry,  the  press-? 

By  thee,  religion,  liberty  and  laws, 

Exert  their  influence  and  advance  their  cause* Co-toper., 

The  Federal  Republican,  which  this  day  ascends  from  the  tomb- 
of  a “ martyred  sire,”  will  steadily  pursue  the  course,  dictated  with 
its  latest  accents-  True  to  our  native  country,,  determined,  to  ex- 
ercise our  rights  to  their  fullest  extent,,  fearless-of  power,  and  nn-. 
dismayed  by  the  arrogance  of  a misguided  pApulace  or  their  more 
wicked  ditv-etors,  we  shall  for  the  future  publish  it  on  the  same 
days,  at  Baltimore  and  Georgetown.  For  some  time  our  arrange- 
ments will  only  admit  of  a paper  thrice  a.  week : but  the  daily  paper 
will  be  res  timed  when  convenient. 

Though  'we  are  provided  with  on  elegant  and  entirely  new  ap- 
paratus, in  place  oi  that  destroyed  in  Baltimore,  it  was  not  early 
■enough  arranged  for  use- iqion  this  paper,,  which  we  have  got  out 
through  the  obliging  aid  of  our  friends.  This  will  serve  to  account 
for  its  unaccustomed  dress,  and  the  emission  of  advertisements^, 
which  however,  shall  appear  in  our  next  paper., 


Military  Notices-. 

NAVAL. 

Many  stout  privateers  from  18  to  22  guns*  are 
nearly  prepared  for  service  in  the  eastern  states — 
and  several  po  werful  vessels  are  already  at  sea. 

We  frequently  hear  of  our  Baltimore  privateers  : 
It  is  reported  that  one  of  them  has  captured  three 
valuable  Jamaica  ships.  The  pilot  boat  built  schoon- 
er Tom,  sailed  on  Sunday  last  on  a cruise.  Her 
burthen  is  287  tons ; she  carries  16  guns  and  a 
brave  crew  of  li-0  men,  admirably  prepared  for  ac- 
tion. Thus  she  is  able  to  compete  with  the  smaller 
national  vessels  of  the  enemy,  and,  we  trust,  to 
escape  from  the  larger — the  canvas  she  spreads  is 
truly  astonishing  ; — 

“ He  who  fights  and  runs  away, 

« May  live  to  fight  another  day  ; 

“ But  he  who  fights  and  in  the  battle ’s  slain, 
“ Shall  never  rise  to  fight  again,” 

Commodore  Rodgers’  squadron  was  seen  on  the 
ith  July,  lying-  too  But  we  have  no  particulars  of 
his  expedition.  Captain  Hull,  after  escaping  from 
the  English  squadron,  was  heartily  greeted  by  tfofe 
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people  of  Boston  ; on  which  occasion,  he  entered 
the  following  on  the  coffee  home  books  : 

Captain  Hull,  finding  his  friends  in  Boston  I 
are  correctly  informed  of  his  situation  when  chased 
by  the  British  squadron  off  New  Y'ork,  and  that  j 
they  are  good  enough  to  give  him  raore  credit  forj 
having  escaped  them  than  he  ought  to  claim,  takes  j 
this  opportunity  of  requesting  them  to  make  a trans-  | 
fer  of  a great  jjart  of  their  good  wishes  to  lieutenant 
Morris,  and  the  other  brave  officers,  and  the  crew 
under  his  command,  for  their  many  great  exertions 
and  prompt  attention  to  orders  while  the  enemy 
were  in  chase.  Captain  Hull  has  great  pleasure 
in  saying,  that  notwithstanding  the  length  of  the 
chase,  and  the  officers  and  crew  being  deprived  oi 
sleep,  and  allowed  but  little  refreshment  during  the 
time,  not  a murmur  was  heard  to  escape  tWccn.” 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Essex  frigate  has 
captured  three  other  vessels  of  the  convoy  mention- 
ed in  our  last.  She  was  looking  out  for  the  The- 
tis, British  frigate,  of  36  guns,  from  South  Amen 
ca,  with  a large  quantity  of  specie.  Though  the 
Essex  is  the  smallest  frigate  in  our  navy,  Porter  and 
his  crew  will  yield  to  none  in  gallantry 

About  30  fishing  vessels  have  arrived  at  Marble- 
head from  the  banks  within  a few  days  : and  only 
three  remained  absent.  These  hard}' and  patriotic 
citizens  will  generally  become  fshers  of  ships. 

Arrived  at  Salem  the  British  schooner  Jane, from 
the  West  Indies  for  Halifax,  with  a valuable  cargo, 
prize  to  the  Dolphin  privateer.  The  British  ship 
Ann  Green,  from  Jamaica  for  Quebec,  has  had  her 
destination  altered  to  Boston,  by  the  Gossamer  pri- 
vateer of  that  port,  and  safely  arrived.  Part  of  her 
cargo  is  100  hhds.  rum — she  mounts  eight  12  poun 
ders  and  2 long  G’s — and  is  coppered  and  most  ex 
cellently  found — said  to  be  worth  $40,000. 

Savannah,  July  25. — Yesterday  arrived,  from 
a short  cruise,  the  revenue  cutter  James  Madison 
captain  George  Brooks,  with  a fine  British  snow, 
mounting  6 six  and  nine  pounders,  with  a quantity 
of  small  arms  and  ammunition,  and  navigated  with 
11  men,  a prize  to  the  Madison — The  captain  and 
crew,  after  being  reported  to  the  collector,  were  de 
livered  into  the  custody  of  the  marshal.  The  snow 
was  from  London  direct,  and  bound  to  Amelia- 
Island. 

Captain  Bainbridge  is  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  United  States’  frigate  Constellation,  fitting  at 
Washington.  Captain  Christopher  R.  Perry,  suc- 
ceeds captain  B.  as  superintendant  of  the  navy  yard 
at  CSferlestown,  Mass. 

The  American  brig  Adams,  of  18  guns,  is  now 
repairing  at  Detroit,  and  may  soon  be  able  to  sail. 
[We  have  never  heard  of  this  vessel  before.] 

The  British  brig  Resolution  has  arrived  at  Port- 
land, a prize  to  the  privateer  Nancy,  of  Portsmouth, 
N.  H. 

A cartel  has  arrived  at  Salem  from  Halifax,  with 
fourteen  or  fifteen  American  prisoners,  among 
whom  is  the  captain  of  the  ship  Marquis  Somer- 
uelos,  of  that  port,  peaceably  captured  by  the  British 
under  the  orders  in  council.  Iier  cargo  was  worth 
$ 150,000. 

The  ship  Fox,  of  New-York,  from  Gibraltar, 
with  $ 100,000  has  safely  arrived  at  Newport,  R.  ]. 
Every  thing  considered,  our  vessels  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly fortunate,  and  the  British  have  compara 
lively  taken  but  a few,  being  compelled  to  keep  prettv 
much  together  on  account  of  our  squadron  being 
at  sea. 

The  captain  of  the  British  transport  captured  by 
sifaptatin  JPorfer  m the  Etsex  frigate,  as  noticed  in  ©ui 


last,  speaks  in  high  terms  of  that  gentleman’s  con- 
duct towards  him. 

ORK,*August  4. — The  brig  Nerina,  Stew- 
art, from  Newrv,  for  New- York,  has  arrived  at 
New  London.  [TheNevina  was  captured  by  a Bri- 
tish eruizer,  and  ad  the  crew  except  the  captain  ta- 
ken out,  and  a British  pt  izemaster  and  crew  put  on 
board,  and  the  brig  was  proceeding  for  Halifax. 
Captain  Stewart  had  previously  to  ids  capture  put 
all  his  passengers,  about  fifty  in  number,  in  the 
hold,  and  suggested  to  the  prize  master  the  propri- 
ety of  opening  the  hatches  to  air  the  vessel,  which 
was  readily  complied  with,  when  to  his  great  as- 
tonishment, the  passengers  rushed  upon  deck,  and 
the  brig  was  immediately  given  up. 

The  British  have  captured  five  of  our  privateers 
— two  small  vessels  belonging  to  Salem,  in  Eastport 
—also  the  Active  of  Salem,  musquetry,  and  20  men 
— the  Atlas  of  Newburyport,  4 guns  and  53  men, 
and  the  Intention  of  Wiscassett,  with  1 gun  and  20 
men. 

It  is  reported  at  Halifax,  that  107  privateers  are 
fitting  out  at  Bo  .ton  ! 

Halifax , July  13. — H.  M.  S.  Maidstone,  captain 
Bordelt,  has  arrived  from  England  with  despatches 
— Sailed  from  Plymouth  June  17.  Dispatches  ia 
cypher  from  Frauce  to  the  United  States  are  said  to 
be  intercepted.  The  Astrea,  Nymph  and  Loire 
frigates  were  under  sailing  orders,  supposed  for  this 
place;  and  ten  line  of  battle  ships,  and  several  fri- 
gates, were  fitting  with  the  greatest  expedition., 
’twas  said  for  foreign  service. 

The  British  squadron,  which  chased  the  Constitution 
and  captured  the  Nautilus , consists  of  the  following 
vessels,  viz.  The  frigates  Shannon,  P.  V.  B.  Br  ooke, 
Esq.  commodore,  rated  at  38,  but  mounting  4& 
guns,  with  300  men — Guerrierc,  capt.  Dacres,  rated 
38,  mounting  50  -guns,  with  300  men — Belvidera, 
capt.  Byron,  rated  36,  mounting  46  guns,  with  275 
men — /Eolus,  Lord  James  Townsend,  rated  32, 
mounting  44  guns,  with  261  men — and  the  Africa, 
capt.  Bastard,  rated  64,  mounting  76  guns,  vvita 
500  men. 

They  have  captured,  burnt  or  sent  in,  many  ves- 
sels. On  the  24th  ult.  they  put  on  board  the  brig 
Dispatch  their  officers  and  crews,  amounting  t» 
136  persons,  and  released  her.  She  has  arrived  at 
New-Haven.  The  sealed  list  of  the  British  com- 
modore of  the  prisoners  parolled,  has  been  forward- 
ed to  the  secretary  of  the  navy.  The  prisoners 
appear  to  have  been  well  treated. 

American  generosity. — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bell' 
of  Nova  Scotia,  passenger  on  board  schooner  Ann, 
Kelly,  master,  from  Halifax,  taken  and  sent  into 
Salem  by  the  privateer  Dolphin — begs  leave  to  ac- 
knowledge with  much  gratitude,  the  gentlemanly 
and  humane  treatment  of  the  captain,  and  prize- 
master  of  the  Dolphin,  in  returning  to  her  960  dolls; 
together  with  all  her  personal  effects,  &c. 

Extract  of  a.  letter  from  New  London,  dated  July 
30. — “ The  British  feet  have  run  in  by  Montauk 
Point,  and  looked  into  the  Sound  several  times — 
they  have  burned  two  returning  whale  ships,  one 
from  Brazil  for  Sag  Harbour,  the  other  belonging 
to  Nantucket.” 

ARMY  MOVEMENTS,  &C. 

Captain  Towson’s  company  of  United  States  ar£ 
tillerists,  recruited  in  Baltimore  county,  passed 
through  this’eity  on  Wednesday  last,, escorted  by  cap; 
tain  Horton’s  cavalry  and  captain  Collins’  artillery 
corps,  and  embarked  for  Philadelphia ; on  their 
wav  to  the  north.  ^ 

The  squadron  tff  a Wain)  commanded  by' 
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Charles  Sterett  Ridgely,  of  this  city,  offered  their, 
services  on  the. the  25th  of  last  month  to  the  execu- 
tive of  Maryland.  Let  but  an  enemy  appear,  or 
danger  snow,  itself— and  many,  we  are  convinced,! 
will  imitate  the  example  of  this  squadron. 

Ogdensburgi  July  21 . — The  prisoners  taken  from  j 
the  Island  Packet  and  Sophia  previous  to  the  burn 
ing  of  those  vessels  by  the  British  has  been  permit 
ted  to  return  home  on  parole.  The  five  vessels 
which  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  the  burning 

of  that  night,  have  since  remained  in  this  port. 

Those  together  with  the  three  that  belong  here  and 
the  Revenue  Cutter,  nine  in  the  whole,  comprise 
the  most  valuable  shipping  on  our  side  of  the  water. 
It  seems  to  be  a prime  object  with  the  Biitih  to 
prevent  these  vessels  from  ascending  the  river. — 
Could  they  get  to  Sacket’s  Harbor  and  Oswego, 
and  some  of  them  be  armed, they  would  give  a deci- 
ded superiority  to  our  marine.  The  Prince  Regent, 
a new  vessel  of  10  guns,  came  down  from  Kingston 
on  Saturday  last  and  anchored  opposite  this  village. 
She  will  meet  with  a warm  reception  should  she  at 
tempt  to  enter  the  harbour,  though  we  .<re  in  a poor 
situation  to  encounter  a foice  of  that  description. — 
We  have  but  three  field  pieces  and  no  fortification 
of  any  kind.  This  visit  of  the  Prince  Regent  is 
not  very  acceptable  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  village, 
who  have  a great  aversion  to  the  royal  blood. — 
However  with  a little  assistance  from  com.  VVool- 
sey,  we  shall  endeavor  to  make  a republican  of  her 
before  she  leaves  the  river. 

Major  general  Van  Rensselear  arrived  in  this  vil- 
lage yesterday  morning,  from  Sacket’s  harbor, with 
his  aid-de  camp,  general  S.  Van  Renselear. 

It  was  reported  here  yesterday  from  credible  au- 
thority, that  the  British  intend  sending  down  two 
more  armed  vessels  to  co  operate  with  the  Prince 
Regent  in  destroying  the  vessels  in  our  harbor.  If  j 
we  should  be  attacked  by  such  a superior,  force  it 
would  be  impossible  to  defend  the  vessels  and  a con- 
siderable part  of  the  village  from  destruction.  We 
hope  the  exposed  situation  of  this  village  and  fron- 
tier will  meet  the  immediate  attention  of  government. 

The  northern  war — Our  latest  letter  from  the  wes- 
tern district,  by  last  evening’s  mail,  has  the  follow- 
ing account. 

**■  1 have  no  other  news  but  the  report  from  the 
commandant  at  Sacket’s  harbor,  a letter  to  a kins 
man,  in  which  I am  told  he  states,  that  4 deserters 
from  the  Royal  George  (how  they  got  away  is  not 
stated)  declare  that  the  commander  of  that  ship  and 
lb  or  17  men  mere  killed  in  tier  late  engagement 
with  our  battery.  The  number  wounded  is  not  men 
tioned — nor  the  injury  sustained  by  the  other  vessels 
that  were  in  the  action.”  [Col. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  an  oSi- 
; cer  in  the  detachment  to  East  Florida,  the  bearer 
of  despatches  to  governor  Mitchell,  in  St.  Mary’s, 
to  his  friend  in  Savannah  dated, 

“ St.  Mary’s  July  10. 

“ We  have  received  intelligence  that  the  new  go- 
vernor of  Fieri  a (Kinderland)  has  sent  a flag  to 
governor  Mitchell,  by  one  Arredondo,  with  a mes- 
sage to  this  effect — “ That  if  the  United  States  were 
determined  to  take  the  fortress  of  Augustine,  it 
should  be  surrendered — but  if  they  demanded  it  for 
the  patriots  only,  that  he  would  hold  out  to  the  last 
extremity.”  We  ate  in  hourly  expectation  of  the 
result  of  this  interview,  and  the  governor’s  message 
to  col.  Smith,  our  commander,  predicated  thereon. 
It  is  expected,  however,  that  the  troops  will  be  or- 
dered to  take  the  place  immediately.” 

The  above  is  confirmed  by  another  letter. 


From  the  Albany  Register  of  July  31. 

We  understand  a letter  was  received  in  this  city 
yest  erday,  informing  tha’  a second  attempt  has  been 
made  upon  Sacket’s  harbor,  bv  the  British  squad- 
ron, with  an  intention  of  burning  the  place — and 
that  they  were  again  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  1-t 
killed  and  17  wounded — among  the  former  was  the 
commander  oi  the  British  forces. 

NORTH  WESTERN  ARMY. 

Extract  of  a tetter  dated  Huron , July  17,  1812. 

“ On  Monday  the  6th  July,  general  Hull  srrived 
at  Detroit;  on  Saturday  night  he  crossed  over  to 
Sandwich  on  the  Canada  shore,  sixteen  miles  a- 
bove  Malden  with  two  thousand  men,  and  took 
possession  of  it,  without  bloodshed,  at  which  place 
he  was  by  the  last  advices  fortifying. 

The  British  have  collected  all  their  forces  at  Mal- 
den, where  it  appears,  they  are  determined  to  make 
a stand.  They  have  two  hundred  and  fifty  regular 
troops,  seven  hundred  militia,  and  about  four  hun- 
dred Indians.  The  country  about  Malden  is  in  the 
greatest  state  of  tfhu  m ahd  distress  possible  ; all  the 
men  of  that  region  have  been  drove  into  the  garri- 
son at  Malden  ; and  a great  proportion  of  them  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

The  British  aie  engaged  in  putting  all  their  most 
valuable  effects  on  board  of  their  vessels  ; prepared 
to  go  down  the  lake,  provided  they  should  be  drove 
to  extremes. 

The  Indians  are  waiting  to  see  the  event  of  the 
contest  before  they  take  a stand.  And  nothing  is 
to  be  feared  rom  them  in  this  quarter,  unless  gen. 
Hull  should  be  beaten. 

I would  further  add,  that  on  the  5th  of  July, 
the  Biitish  began  to  throw  up  breast  works  oppo- 
site Detroit,  from  which  thev  were  driven  by  the 
firing  from  Detroit ; they  then  went  down  the  riv- 
er three  miles,  and  began  throwing  up  another 
breastwork, from  which  place  they  were  again  driven 
by  a Are  from  some  pieces  of  ordnance  that  were 
taken  down  from  Detroit,  and  planted  opposite  to 
the  spot  where  they  were  fortifying. 

All  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  order,  disci- 
pline, andspi.  it  of  the  troops  under  general  Hull, 
and  the  most  favorable  result  is  anticipated  from 
their  operations.” 

Extract  oj  a letter  from  a gentleman  at  Detroit  to 
his  friend  in  Pittsburgh,  dated  July  19,  1812. 

“On  Thursday  afternoon  last  the  first  blood  was 
drawn  in  this  quarter  in  the  “ unprofitable  contest” 
in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  About  three  hun- 
dred. men  were  sent  that  day  to  reconnoitre  the 
country  between  this  and  Malden;  when  after 
crossing  a small  river  about  five  miles  from  the  lat- 
ter place,  a party  of  British  regulars  and  Indians 
were  discovered,  amounting  it  is  said  to  about  two 
hundred  men.  Our  party  immediately  commenced 
a fire  upon  them  ; the  others  soon  took  to  their 
heels,  and  continued  a running  fire  for  some  time, 
and  got  off  with  the  loss  of  two  men  wounded,  one 
of  whom  is  since  dead,  it  is  reported  that  eight  or 
ten  others  were  wounded  who  were  carried  off’. — 
j Our  men  kept  the  ground  all  that  night,  and  return- 
ed to  camp  opposite  this  place  the  next  day.  Last 
night  about  500  others  were  sent  to  the  same  place, 
and  this  morning  firing  has  been  heard  from  thence, 
and  we  are  in  expectation  of  news  every  moment. 
The  greater  part  of  the  armv  has  moved  off  to  their 
support  this  morning.  The  British  have  destroyed 
the  bridge  over  the  small  river,  and  the  Charlotte  of 
1G  guns  lies  out  opposite  to  it  to  prevent  our  men 
from  rebuilding  it.  The  reason  the  whole  army  has 
not  marched  down  several  days  ago  was  their  wait- 
ing for  the  finishing  of  gun  carriages,” 
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Wa  SHINGTON  cijy,  August  6. — By  letters  from 
the  Northwestern  army  under  general  Hull,  it  ap- 
peal** his  head  quarters  were  at  Sandwich  on  the 
] 9th  pf  July,  and  preparation  was  making  lor  the 
«iege  of  Malden. 

The  British  force  was  superior  in  numbers  at 
that  time,  although  fifty  or  sixty  militia  had  deserted 
from  Malden  every  day  since  the  American  stand- 
ard had  been  erected  on  the  Canada  side.  A de 
tachment  had  ascended  the  river  Lc  French,  and 
taken  a considerable  quantity  of  provisions,  which 
had  been  collected  for  the  British  army.  The  ene 
tny’s  advanced  posts  had  been  forced  by  a detach- 
ment under  colonel  Cass. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Col.  Cass  to  Gen.  Hull. 

Sandwich,  Upper  Canada,  July  17, 1812. 
Sir — In  conformity  with  your  instructions,  1 
proceeded  with  a detachment  of  280  men,  to  recon- 
noitre the  enemy’s  advanced  posts.  We  found  them 
in  possession  of  a bridge  over  the  river  Canas,  at 
the  distance  of  four  miles  from  Malden.  After  ex 
amining  their  position,  I left  one  company  of  rifle- 
men, to  conceal  themselves  near  the  bridge,  and 
upon  our  appearance  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  to  commence  firing,  in  order  to  divert 
their  attention,  and  to  throw  them  into  confusion. 

I then  proceded  with  the  remainder  of  the  force 
about  five  miles,  to  a ford  over  the  Canas,  and  down 
on  the  southern  bank  of  the  river.  About  sun-set 
we  arrived  within  sight  of  the  enemy.  Being  entire- 
ly destitute  of  guides,  we  marched  too  near  the  bank 
o the  river,  and  found  our  progress  checked  by  a 
creek,  which  was  then  impassable.  We  were  then 
compelled  to  march  up  a mile,  in  order  to  effect  a 
passage  over  the  creek.  This  gave  the  enemy  time 
to  make  their  arrangements,  and  prepare  for  their 
defence.  On  coming  down  the  creek  we  found  them 
formed  ; they  commenced  a distant  fire  of  inusque- 
try.  The  riflemen  of  the  detachment,  were  formed 
upon  the  wings,  and  the  two  companies  of  infantry 
in  the  centre.  The  men  moved  on  with  great  spirit 
and  alacrity.  After  the  first  discharge  the  British 
retreated — we  continued  advancing.  Three  times 
they  formed,  and  as  often  retreated.  We  drove 
them  about  half  a mile,  when  it  became  so  dark  that 
we  Were  obliged  to  relinquish  the  pursuit.  Two 
privates  in  the  41st  regiment  were  wounded  and  ta- 
ken prisoners.  We  learn  from  deserters,  that  nine 
or  ten  were  wounded,  and  some  killed.  We  could 
gain  no  precise  information  of  the  ntnaber  opposed 
to  us.  It  consisted  of  a considerable  detachment 
from  the  41st  regiment,  some  militia,  and  a body 
of  Indians.  The  guard  at  the  bridge  consisted  of 
50  men.  Our  riflemen  stationed  on  this  side  the 
Canas,  discovered  the  enemy  reinforcing  them  dur 
ing  the  whole  afternoon.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
their  number  considerably  exceeded  ours.  Lieut. 
Col.  Miller,  conducted  in  the  most  spirited  and  able 
manner.  I have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  the  whole  detachment. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  I have  the  honor  to  be 
your  ohedient  servant. 

(Signed)  LEWIS  CASS, 

Col.  3 d.  Reg.  O.  Vo!. 
His  excellency  Brig.  Gen.  Hull. 

New  York,  August  5. — A report  was  in  circula- 
tion last  evening,  that  fort  Malden  has  been  taken 
by  General  Hull. 

Brigadier-general  Armstrong  has  arrived  in  this 
city,  and  on  Monday  took  command  of  this  post  arid 
its  dependencies.  General  Bloomfield  has  returned 
to  his  station  at  Trenton. 

Doctors  Peridergrast  and  Ross  of  the  U.  States’ 


army  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  S.  L.  Mitchell,  have 
discovered  flint  stones. on  the  banks  of  the  Mus- 
conckunk  river  in  New  Jersey,  adequate  to  the  uses 
of  war. 

Gen.  Dearborn  having  fixed  his  head  quarters  at 
Albany,  the  command  of  the  Eastern  district  de- 
volves cm  col.  Boyd,  of  the  4th  regiment. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Freeman,  an  excellent  and 
able  officer,  commands  at  Norfolk.  He  is  to  have 
under  him  a considerable  body  of  Virginia  militia. 

The  “ second  army  of  Ohio”  is  nearly  ready  to 
march  to  the  frontiers,  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of 
their  country  and  the  murder  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens by  ti» c British  and  their  allies,  the  savages. — 
Captain  Perry,  of  the  United  States  Rangers,  with 
a handy  band  of  75  men.  were  to  leave  Cincinnati 
for  Vincennes  on  the  16th  ult. 

General  John  Chandler,  ha9  been  appointed  a 
brigadier-general  in  the  army  of  the  U.  States. 

Two  companies  of  United  States  volunteers  have 
gone  from  New-Conneciicut  by  water  to  Lower 
Sandusky,  to  erect  a garii*on. 

General  Kelso,  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  is 
making  preparations  at  Erie  for  the  reception  of  the 
British,  in  case  they  should  act  offensively. 

Things  are  reversed — the  west  is  the  place  of 
light;  the  yoprigest  member  of  the  confederacy,  is 
raised  at  onbeto  the  sublime  degree  of  perft patri- 
otism. On  Saturday,  July  18,  an  expi  from 
general  Hull  was  received  by  governor  Meigs  at 
Chilicolhe — on  Monday  the  drums  beat  to  arms, 
and  before  noon  a new  and  complete  company  of 
sixty  men  paraded  fully  equipped,  uniformed  and 
armed,  the  ladies  having  worked  all  Sunday  to  sup- 
ply their  husbands,  brothers  and  lovers  with  hunt- 
ing shirts  and  moccasins.  They  marched  the  sams 
day;  first  to  escort  some  provisions  from  Dayton  to 
Detroit,  and  then  to  pass  over  and  join  their  bre- 
thren in  aims  in  Canada , determined  not  to  return 
until  they  saw  the  flag  of  freedom  wavering  on  the 
ramparts  of  murderous  Malden.  Among  the  volun- 
teers are  many  of  the  most  respectable  gentlemen 
of  the  place. 

Concord,  (N.  IT. ) July  28. — Upwards  of  300  re- 
cruits for  the  new  army,  under  lieut.  col.  Bedell, 
marched  from  this  place  for  Burlington,  Vt.  last 
Thursday. 

We  are  informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  seve-. 
ral  towns  in  this  vicinity  to  furnish  companies  of 
volunteers.  Many  of  our  first  military  characters 
are  ready  to  step  to  the  ranks  at  their  country’s 
call. 

Albany,  July  31. — Arrived  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing last,  in  the  Car  of  Neptune,  from  New- York, 
brigadier  general  Smyth,  inspector  general  of  the 
army  ; colonel  Macomb  of  the  artillery  ; lieutenant 
colonel  Fenwick  of  the  light  artillery  ; major  As  - 
pinwall  of  the  infantry.  Captains  Jones  and  Boy], 
and  lieutenant  Malcomb  of  the  artillery. 


False  Reports. 

The  friends  of  the  United  States  and  its  existing 
government,  have  much  need  to  guaid  themselves 
againt  falsehood.  In  a country  like  this  where  so 
much  depends  upon  public  opinion,  ten  thousand 
rumors  will  be  put  on  float  by  Great  Britain  and  her 
adherents  to  depress  the  national  spirit,  and  weaken 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  their  rulers.  There 
are  covert  as  well  as  overt  acts  of  treason,  and  many 
ways  of  aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy  besides  ho- 
nestly taking  up  arms  in  his  behalf. 

A few  days  ago  a “respectable  gentleman”  at 
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Washing  ten  city,  overheard  (as  the  *«  respectable 
gentleman”  said)  a conversation  between  the  secre- 
tary of'  the  navy  and  captain  Tiugey,  commandant  o! 
the  r.avy  yard  at  that  place,  in  which  they  agreed, 
of  necessity,  to  send  the  frigate  Constitution  round 
to  Boston,  without  ball  enough  for  two  “ broad- 
sides,’’ .the;  e being  no  supply  on  hand.  Well — this 
important  matter  was  published  in  a “ res  peel  able” 
print  in  New-Yoik,  with  many  grave  remarks  by 
the  editor,  upon  the  folly  and  incompetency  of  the 
administration,  Ac.  But  the  Constitution  arrives  at 
Boston,  and  the  fact  appears,  that  she  was  complete 
ly  fitted  for  action,  .beingjsupplied  with  every  neces-) 
sarv  munition  of  war,  and  a full  crew  of  brave  and 
gallant  teamen, 

Again,  the  British  on  the  lines  of  Canada , had  news 
of the  war,  many  hours  before  on  r own  people  got  i.t; 
how  this  happened  may  sooner  be  known  than  some 
people  desire  it,  but  there  was  no  fault  with  the  ad- 
ministration, who  would  not  send  off  dispatches  with 
such  important  intelligence  until  every  formula  of 
the  law  was  complied  with— others  were  less  scru- 
pulous. In  consequence,  the  noixh  western  army 
suffered  the  captme  of  some  of  their  stores — go- 
vernment was  blamed  for  this  ; and,  besides,  it  was 
stated  on  very  **  respectable  authority,”  that  gen. 
Hull's  army  was  destitute  of  every  thing,  not  having 
more  than  “ two  rounds”  of  powder  and  ball.  But 
the  next  news  we  hear  is  from  gen.  Hull  himself, 
actually  in  Canada , preparing  for  an  immediate  at- 
tack on  one  of  the  strongest  posts  of  the  enemy  in 
that  quarter  of  the  country. 

We  may  expect  the  manufacture  of  millions  of 
such  tales  by  the  energies  of  the  United  States  for 
the  purposes  above  mentioned. 

The  Chronicle. 

It  Is  again  strongly  reported  that  the  orders  in 
council  are  repealed.  The  repeal  is  said  to  have  ta- 
ken place  on  the  ISth  of  June. 

The  British  are  about  to  form  a settlement  on  Van 
Berman’s  land,  the  southern  extremity  of  New  Hol- 
land, discovered  in  1642.  A fleet  of  transports,  con- 
voyed bv  a frigate,  lately  left  England  for  that  pur- 
pose, having  on  board  about  500  men  and  4-50  wo- 
men, convicts— and  500  soldiers. 

It  appears  very  certain  that  the  militia  of  Canada 
canr ot  be  depended  upon  to  fight  against  the  Uni 
ted  S ates,  though  no  pains  or  expense  have  been 
spared  to  excite  the  animosities  of  the  people  against 
ns,  by  low  abuse  and  dastardly  falsehoods.  It  is 
stated  that  some  considerable  bodies  have  pro 
posed  to  join  general  Hull,  who  rather  advised  them 
to  go  to  their  homes  and  remain  quiet*  than  bear 
arms  at  the  present.  But  the  editor  of  a paper  at 
Montreal  says — “ the  spirit  of  the  whole  country  is 
awakened,  every  man  burns  in  ardor  for  a musket, 
supposing  he  already  sees  again  the  discom fitted 
RAGGAMUFFINS  of  ’76,  attacking  his  dwell- 
ing.’* 

The  enemies  of  the  United  States  have  used  many 
efforts  to  discredit  the  business  of  privateering,  in 
proclaiming,  magnifying  and  reiterating,  under  ma- 
ny new  shapes,  any  enormity  that  may  have  been 
committed  by  any  of  our  private  armed  vessels,  and 
some  such  mast  be  expected.  But  it  confounds 
these  wretches,  and  affords  great  satisfaction  to  the 
people  at  large  to  observe  that  our  privateers,  in 
general,  have  conducted  themselves  with  remarka- 
ble propriety,  in  many  cases  receiving  the  public 
thanks  of  the  captured-  We  trust  this  good  name 
will  be  sustained,  though  the  enemy  through  his 
friends  here  may  strive  to  blast  it. 


Certain  Englishmen  born  in  the  state  of  Rhode-  fs» 
land , have  destrov  ed  a piivateei  fitting  out  at  Provi- 
dence, lest  she  might  do  “ some  essential  i..m»y” 
to  iheir  brethren  t\at  home V 

Many  prizes  are  arriving  in  the  eastern  ports,and 
many  are  effected  in  the  southcifi. 

The  ship  Alexander  Hamilton  oi  Baltimore,  from 
Lisbon,  put  into  New  York,  in  consequence  of  be- 
ing advised  of  the  war.  S ha  had  nearly  1 10,000$ 
in  specie,  on  board.  The  further  exporta  ion  of 
specie  from  Cadiz  is  prohibited — but  front  four  to 
five  millions  of  dollars  have  entered  the  United 
| States  from  that  port  and  from  Lisbon  within  the 
last  six  weeks. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  whole  power  over 
that  luxuriant  island,  St.  Domingo,  Hispaniola  or 
Hayti,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Petioh,  a brave,  hu- 
manp  and  good  man.  “ King  Henry”  has  been  de- 
serted by  the  gre<t  body  of  his  troops,  and,  is  wan- 
deringin  the  mountains  accompanied  by  a small 
party,  being  cut  off  from  his  strong  hold  at  Moru 
Non,  where  it  is  said  he  has  depos'ted  seven  milli- 
ons of  dollars  iri  specie;  which  was  expected  to  bfe 
peaceably  surrendered  to  Petion  by  the  commander* 
of  the  garrison.  The  Cape  will  hereafter  be  the 
president’s  head  quarters — it  is  stated  he  intends  to 
invite  the  return  of  all  the ’former  white  inhabitants 
of  the  island. 

The  Gazettes  in  Massachusetts  are  overwhelm* 
eel  with  the  resolves  and  addresses  of  the  friends  of 
government  and  its  enemies.  The  former  h we  tak- 
en a very  decided  stand,  and  the  war  appears  to  he 
crowing  more  popular  with  its  original  oppo- 
nents. 

New  York,  August  1. 

Extract,  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in  the  Island  of 
St. Vincent,  to  his  correspondent  in  this  city,  commu- 
nicated for  publication  in  the  Mercantile  Advertiser. 
“ Our  Volcano  has  lately  made  a most  awful  dis- 
play of  its  horrid  entrails,  and  has  laid  a full  third 
part  of  this  fine  island  under  its  ashes.  All  the  lands 
in  its  vicinitv,  both  to  windward  and  leeward,  are 
rendered  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  two  of  the  largeci 
rivers  dried  up.  They  have  been  dug  for  and  found 
boiling.  The  mountain  exhibits  a fright f >l  prospect. 
Nothing  to  be  seen  hut  lava  ; not  a tree  nor  shrj^S"; 
and  even  most  of  those  awful  chasms,  glens,  and 
falls,  formerly  seen',  are  filled  up ; yet  strange  to  tell, 
very  few  lives  have  been  lost.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  in  Cadiz  to  his 
correspondent  in  this  city,  dated  June  14. 

<e  We  have  sevihre  bombarding  every  other  even- 
ing, which  occasions  a number  of  deaths.  In  this 
port  are  now  only  ten  English  men  of  war  five  of 
which  are  of  the  line;  two,}  Spanish  74fs,  and  two 
frigates,  besides  privateers,  \&p.  The  Americans 
are  dropping  off  daily  ; and,  as«we  have  no  arrivals, 
the  harbor  begins  to  have  a meagre  appearance.” 
Raleigh,  n.  c.  July  31. — On  Friday  last  there 
was  in  this  city  a general  meeting  of  Correspon- 
dence of  the  Baptist  Churches  of  N&jrth  Carolina. 
The  objects  of  the  meeting  were,  (C  to  extend  reli- 
gious acquaintance  : promote  unanimity  ; encou- 
rage itinerant  preaching,  and  diffuse  useful  know- 
ledge.”  Of  the  measures  adopted  we  know  no- 

thing, except  that  it  was  resolved  to  observe  the  fast 
recommended  by  the  president.  Twenty-eight  min- 
isters of  the  gospel  were  present,  and  in.  the  three 
days  the  meeting  continued,  sermons  wfere  deliver- 
ed by  Messrs.  Roberts,  Dorsey,  Ross,  Creatb,  Ran- 
dleson,  Poindexter,  Philip  Bennet,  Moses  Bennet, 
Culpepper,  Davis,  Spivey,  &c.  &c.  to  large  anS 
attentive  audiences. 
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MESSAGE.— To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

I transmit  to  the  senate,  copies  and  extracts  of  documents  in  the 
archives  of  the  department  of  state,  falling  within  the  purview  of 
their  resolution  of. the  4th  inst.  on  the  subject  of  British  impress- 
ments from  American  vessels.  The  information,  though  volumi- 


nous, might  have  been  enlarged,  with  more  time  for  research  and 
preparation.  In  some  instances,  it  might,  at  the  same  time,  have 
been  abridged,  but  for  the  difficulty  of"  separating  the  matter,  ex- 
traneous to  the  immediate  object  of  the  resolution. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

July  6th,  1812. 

DOCUMENTS. 

(No.  i.) 

Extract  of a letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  esq.sccretan/  qf  state,  to 
Thomas  Pinkney,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
London,  dated 

“ Department  of  State,  June  11, 1792 
“ The  peculiar  custom  in  England  of  impressing  seamen  on  eve- 
ry appearance  of  war,  will  occasionally  expose  our  seamen  to  pe- 
culiar oppressions  and  vexations.  It  will  be  expedient  that  you 
take  proper  opportunities,  in  the  mean  time,  ot  conferring  with 
the  minister  on  this  subject,  in  order  to  form  some  arrangement 
for  the  protection  of  our  seamen. oh  those  occasions.  We  entirely 
reject  the  mode  which  was  the  subject  of  a conversation  between 
Mr.  Morris  and  him,  which,  was,  that  our  seamen  should  always  car- 
ry about  them  certificates  of  their  citizenship.  This  is  a condition 
never  yet  submitted  to  by  any  nation ; one  with  which  seamen 
would  never  have  tiie  precaution  to  comply— thecasualties  of  their 
calling  would  expose  them  to  the  constant  destruction  or  loss  of 
this  paper  evidence,  and  thus  the  British  government  would  be 
armed  with  legal  authority  to  impress  the  whole  of  our  seamen. 
The  simplest  rule  will  be, that  tiie  vessel  being  American,  shall  be 
evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board  of  her  are  such.  If  they  appre- 
hend that  our  vessels  might  thus  become  as>  lums  for  the  fugitives 
of  their  own  nation  from  impr<  ss  gangs,  the  number  of  men  to  be 
protected  by  a vessel  may  be  limited  by  her  tonnage,  and  one  or 
two  officers  only  be  permitted  to  enter  the  vessel  in  order  to  exa 
mine  the  number  on  hoard ; but  no  press  gang  should  be  allowed 
ever  to  go  on  beard  an  American  vessel,  till  after  it  shall  be  found 
.that  there  are  more  than  their  stipulated  number  on  board,  nor  til! 
after  the  master  shall  have  refused  .to  deliver  the  supernumeraries 
(to  be  named  by  himself)  to  tiie  press  officer  who  lias  come  on  board 
for  that  purpose ; and  even  then  the  American  consul  sij  all  be  fail- 
ed in.  In  order  to  urge  a settlement  of  this  point  before  a new  oc- 
casion may  arise,  it  may  not  be  amjsS  to  draw  their  attention  to  the 
peculiar  irritation  excited  on  the  last  occasion,  and  the  difficulty  of 
avoiding  our  making  immediate  reprisals  on  their  seamen  here.  You 
will  be  so  good  as  to  communicate  to  me  what  shall  pass  on  this 
subject,  and  it  may  be  made  an  article  of  convention  to  be  entered 
into  either  there  or  here.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  esq.  when  secretary  of 
stale,  to< Thomas  Pinkney,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  at  London,  dated 

“ October  12th,  1702. 

“ I enclose  you  a copy  of  a letter  from  Messrs.  Blow  and  Mel- 
haddo,  merchants  of  Virginia,  complaining  of  the  taking  away  of 
their  saikns,  on  the'eoust  of  Af  rica,  bv  the  commander  of  a lirnish 
armed  vessel.  So  many  instances  of  this  kind  have  happened,  tliat 
it  is  quite  necessary  that  their  government  should  explain  them- 
selves on  the  subject,  and  be  led  to  disavow  and  punish  such  con- 
duct. I>  It-uve  to  your  discretion  to  endeavor  to  obtain  this  salisiuc- 
tion  by  sucii  friendly  discussions  as  may  be  most  likely  to  produce 
the  desired  effect,  and  secure  to  our  commerce  that  protection 
against  British  violence  winch  it  has  never  experienced  from  any 
other  nation.  No  law  forbids  the  seamen  of  any  country  to  engage, 
in  time  of  peace*  on  board  a foreign  vessel : no*  law  authorises  such 
seaman  to  break  his  contract,  nor  the  armed  vessels  of  Ids  nation 
to  interpose  force  for  his  rescue  ” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  esq.  secretary  of  state 
under  the  presidency  oi  general  Washington,  to  Thomas  Pink- 
ney, esq.  American minister  in  London,  dated 

“ Philadelphia,  Nov.  6, 1792, 

“ I wrote  you  last  on  the  12th  of  October,  since  which  I have  re- 
ceived yours  of  August  29,  with  the  papers  and  pamphlets  accom- 
panying it.  I enclose  you  now  the  copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Pint- 
ard,  our  consul  at  Madeira, exhibiting  another  attempt  at  the  prac- 
tice on  which  I wrote  you  in  my  last,  made  by  capt.  Hargood,  of  the 
British  frigate  Hyaena,  to  take  seamen  from  on  board  an  American 
vessel,  bound  to  the  East  Indies.  It  is  unnecessary  to  develope 
to  you  the  inconveniences  of  this  conduct,  and  the  impossibility  of 
letting  it  go  on.  I hope  you  will  be  able  to  make  the  British  mi- 
nistry sensible  of  the  uefcessuy  of  punishing  the  oast  and  prevent- 
ing die  future.” 


Extract  from  the  instructions  given  by  Timothy  Piciiering^C3$ 
secretary  of  state,  to  Rufus  King,  esq,  dated 

“ Department  of  Slate,  June?.,  1796, 

“ Among  the  articles  left  unadjusted,  one  of  the  most  interesting" 
nature  regards  the  impressing  ot  American  stamen.  Mr.  Pinkney 
was  instructed  on  this  head,  in  June,  1792.  You  will  there  see  that 
the  mode  prescribed  by  the  late  act  of  congress,  of  cci  lif eating  on? 
stamen,  was  pointedly  reprobated.  The  long  but  fruitless -attempt* 
which  have  been  made  to  protect  them  from  British  impresses/ 
prove  thr-.t  the  subject  is  in  its  nature  difficult. 

“ The  simplest  rule,  as  remarked  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  would  be, 
that  the  vessel  lacing  American,  should  be  evidence  that  the  sen- 
men  on  board  her  are  such.  But  it  will  he  an  important  point 
gained,  if,  on  the  high  seas,  our  flag  can  protect  those  of  whatever" 
nation,  who  shall  sail  under  it.  And  for  this,  humanity  as  well 
as  interest,  powerfully  plead.  Merchant  vessels  cany  no  more 
hands  than  their  saffcty  renders  necessary.  To  withdraw  any  of 
them  on  the  ocean,  is  to  expose  both  lives  and  property  to  destruc* 
tion.  We  have  a right  then  to  expect  that  the  British  government 
will  make  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  this  very  interesting  provi- 
sion. And  the  same  motives  should  operate  with  nearly  equal 
force,  to  procure  for  us  the  like  exemption  in  all  the  British  colo- 
nies, but  especially  in  the  West  Indies.  In  the  latter,  the  couse* 
quenceof  an  impress  is  the  detention  of  the  vessel  : by  the  deten- 
tion, the  vessel  is  injured  or  destroyed  by  the  worms  and  the  rom« 
nant  of  the  crew  exposed  to  - fatal  diseases  of  the  climates 
Hence  a longer  detention  ensues ; tiie  voyage  becomes  unprofita- 
ble. if  not  ruinous  to  the  merchant,  and  humanity  deplores  the  loss 
of  many  valuable  lives.  But  there  is  another  cogent  reason  for 
the  absolute  exemption  from  impresses  m the  British  colonies.— 
That  the  practice  will  be,  as  it  always  has  been,  attended  with  mon- 
strous abuses  ; and  the  supreme  power  is  so  remote,  the  evils  lie* 
come  irremediable  before  redress  can  even  be  sought  for.  I a 
guard  against  abuses  on  the  part  of  American  citizens,  every  mas" 
ter  of  a vessel,  on  his  arrival  in  any  port  of  the  British  colonic^ 
may  be  required  to  report  his  crew,  at  the  proper  office.  If,  al- 
ter wards  any  addition  be  made  to  them  by  British  subjects,  these 
may  be  taken  away.  In  the  ports  of  Great,  Britain  ami  Ireland, 
the  impress  of  British  subjects,  found  onboard  of  our  vessels,  must 
doubtless  be  admitted.  But  this  should  be  controlled  by  regula- 
tions to  prevent  insults  and  injuries,  and  to  administer  prompt  re- 
lief where  American  citizens  (which  will  assuredly  happen)  si. an 
be  mistaken  for  British  subjects. 

“ There  are  three  classes' of  men,  concerning  whom  there  can  he 
no  difficulty.  1.  Native  American  citizens.  2.  American  citizens* 
wherever  born,  who  were  such  at  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace* 
3.  Foreigners,  other  than  British  subjects,  sailing  in  American  ves- 
sels, and  whose  net-sons  ought  to  he  sacred,  as  it  respects  toe  Bri- 
tish,as  those  of ‘native  citizens.  The  4tn  class  consist  of  British 
born  subjects,  but  who,  or  many  of  whom,  may  have  become  citizen* 
subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  or  who  hereafter  may  be  admit" 
ted  to  the  rights  of  citizens.  It  »s  this  class  alone  abbot  wluctt 
any  pretence  of  right  to  impress  can  be  made.  With  regard  t» 
these,  it  may  be  attempted  to  protect  them,  as  well  in  turn,  oi  wav 
as  of  peace,  in  the  following  cases:  First,  when  They  shah  hav* 
served  in  American  vessels,  public  or  private,  for  the  same  terra 
in  which  foreigners  serving  in  British  vessels  would  acquire  tno 
rights  of  British  subjects,  which  is  understood  to  be  thtee  years  : 
or,  2dlv,if  so  much  cannot  be  obtained,  when  those  persons,  origi- 
nally British  subjects,  shall  have  resided  five  years  m the  Unite# 
States,  and  been  formally  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizens,  ac- 
cording to  our  laws. 

“ It  must  often  happen  that  sailors  will  lose  their  certificates  ■ 
provision  should  therefore  lie  made  for  the  admission  of  other  rea- 
sonable moot"  of  their  citizenship,  such  as  their  own  oaths,  w.tk 
those  of --the  masters,  mates,  or  other  creditable  witnesses.  In* 
rolls  of  the  crews,  or  shipping  papers,  may  also  be  authenticate# 
by  tiie  collector*' of  tiie  customs;  amltuen  theyousfht  to  be  admits 
led  as  of  equal  validity  with  the  Individual  certificates. 

Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr.  King— dated 

Department,  of  Stale,  Sept..  10,  l/"o. 

« t enclose  a letter  from  Francis  S.  Taylor,  deputy  collector  of 
Norfolk. ri lative  to  four  impressed  seamen.  It  appears  to  be  v.  rtt* 
ten  with  candor,  and  merits  attention*  If,  as  the  capmni  ot  »f<« 
Pievovante  (V/emyss)  says,  the  dignity  of  t..e  British  govern iu<  l* 
will  not  permit  an  enquiry  on  board  their  ships  tor  Aim-man  lee* 
men,  then- doom  is  fixed  for  the  war  : ami  thus  me  rights  ot  an  in- 
dependent neuu-a!  nation  are  to  be  sacrificed  to  British  dignity 
Justice  requires  that  such  enquiries  and  nation  snoulu  o« 

i made  because  the  fib.  ration  of  our  seamen  v.i.l  oth.  vwiw  be  mi* 
I possible.  For  the  British  government,  then,  to  make  profession* 
of  respect  to  the  rights  *t"  our  citizens,  and  willingness  to  leleastf 
them  and  vet  deny  the  only  means  of  ascertaining  tnow  "ighuri* 
aninsuiting  tautaiism.  If  sucl.orde.  shave  been  given  th  • B«  i.h 
commanders,  (and  Mr,  Liston’s  cmimiunit-aticmm  the  convemtartS 
ic vvh  cl  I sent  YOU  ft  copy  or.  the  fist  wit.  countenances  the  idc*J 
l ao  m ey  of  colonel  TaW  and  Mr  - Trmnbutt  will  ^ 
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other  tiling? ; ami  if  the  British  government  have  any  regard  to 
our  rights,  any  respect  for  our  nation,  and  place  any  value  on  our1 
friendship,  tliey.will  even  facilitate  to  us  the  means  of  relieving  t 
our  oppressed  citizens.  The  subject  of  our  impressed  seamen  1 
makes  apart  of  your  instructions;  but  the  president  now  renews 
nis  desire  that  their  relief  may  engage  your  special  attention. 

X uni,  occ 

(Signed)  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

Rufus  King,  Esq.  &c.  &c. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr.  King— dated 

. \ Department  of  State.,  October  26,  1796. 

v J t ..ink  it  is  mentioned  iu  your  instructions,  that  the  British 
Jiavat  otliecrs  often  impress  Swedes,  Hanes  and  other  foreigners 
from  the  vessels'  of  the  United  States,  They  have  even  sometimes  l 
impressed  Frenchmen.  If  there  should  be  time  to  make  out; 
the  copy  of  a protest  lately  received,  it  shail  be  enclosed,  describ- 
ing the  impress  of  a Da..e  and  a Portuguese.  This  surely  is  an 
abuse  easy  to  correct.  They  Cannot  pretend  an  inability  to  distin- 
guish these  foreigners  from  their  own  subjects  ; and  they  may 
with  as  much  reason  rob  American  vessels  of  the  property  or 
Tncreh;n.’.dize  of  the  Swedes,  Danes  and  Portuguese,  as  seize  and 
detail,  in  their  service  the  subjects  of  those  nations  found  on  board 
American  vessels.  The  president  is  extremely  anxious  to  have 
this  business  of  impresses  placed  on  a reasonable  footing.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Pickering,  secretary  of  state,  to  Silas 

Talbot,  Esq. 

' Department  <>f  State,  August  IS,  1797. 

“ I was  pleased  with  your  success  in  obtailiing  relief  for  so  many' 
American  seamen,  as  J.nntioned  in  your  several  letters;  but  your 
la  v,  containing  llie  orders  oi  admiral  Parker  to  Isis  capiains,  no 
longer  to  obey  the  writs. of  habeas  corpus, gave,  me  much  uneasi- 
ness. Yesterday  I gave  those  letters  to  the  British  minister,  Mr. 
Liston  ■ and  wish  he.xnay  do  something  to  afford  you  a prospect  of 
sme-  ss  ; hut  I fear,  notwithstanding  he  is  perfectly  well  disposed 
to  administer  relief,  that  his  remonstrances  or  requests  will  have  . 
too  little  effect.  I snail  transmit  Copies  of  these  letters  to  Mr. 
King  our  minister  in  London,  t;»  lay  before  the  British,  ministry. — 
If  any;  aval  officer  shall  have  committed  such  an  outrage  on  any 
Ann  nc:m  seamen,  as  to  bring  them  to  the  gangway,  as  you  men- 
tio; , or  to  inflict  any  kind  of  punishment  on  them  especially  for 
seeking  opportunities  to  inform  you  of' tlu-ir  situation  for  the' pur- 
pose of  obtaining  tlie  just  r.  lief  to  which  they  are  entitled,  pray 
endeavor  to  get  proofs  of  the  fact  that  I may  make  it  the  subject 
of  a special  representation  to  the  British  government.” 

Extract  of  a letter  to  Rufus  King,  Esq.  from  the  secretary  of 
t State— dated 

“ Trenton , October  3,  1797. 

“ Lord  Grenville’s  observations  on  the  act  of  Congress  for  the 
relief  and  protection  of  American  seaman,  present  difficulties 
which  demand  consideration  at  the  ensuing  session.  But  your 
reasoning- in  your  letter  to,  his  lordship  of  the  30th  of  last  Novel  n- 
byr,  is  conclusiv:  against  the  British  pretences  to  retain  real  Ame- 
rican stamen  who  are  married  in  their  dominions,  or  who  have  .vo- 
luntarily entered  on  board  British  vessels.  It  behoves  the  honor 
Jnid  faith  of  the  British  government  to  adhere  to  their  principle 
on  natural  allegiance  wholly,  or  to  renounce  it  wholly  and  an  an- 
swer on  this  point  would  have  become  Ids  lordship’s  candor. 

“I  consider  colonel  Talbot’s  agency  in  the  West  Indies,  to  be  no 
longer  very  important.  The  rigid  conduct  of  admiral  Sir  I-Ivde 
Parker  (who  from  the  beginning  has  thrown  obstacles  in  die  way) 
leaves  hut  little  room  to  get  our  seamen  released.  The  opposition 
of  the  officers  in  genera!,  induced  colonel  Talbot  to  take  out  w rits 
of  habeas  corpus  at  Jamaica,  by  which,  directly  or  in  their  conse- 
quences, he  obtained  the  discharged'  near  fifty  seamen : but  admi- 
ral Parker  has  lot*  some  time  past,  forbidden  bis  officers  to  pay  any 
obedience  to  such  writs;  and  colonel  Talbot  informs  .me,  that  some 
of  our  seamen  Lave  been  punished  tor  attempting- to  send  letters  to 
him  to  intern)  of,  their  situation..  Mr.  Liston  has  assured  me  that 
the  British  officers  have  orders  to  to  impress  any  American  sea- 
inen,and  of  course  hot  to  retain  against  their  w ill  any  already  im- 
pressed j but  if  they  persist  in  obstructing  c v<  ry.ehmai,  1 of  ii.foi- 
trnujon  and  proof  of  their  citizenship,  such  orders  are  and  will  con- 
tinue deceptive.”  1 

Tlie  Secretary  of  State  to  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

of  State , Feb.  20.  IH90.  • 

The  Secretary  has  ifte  honor  ti»  lay  before  the  president,  1st.  Mr. 
Liston's  note,  of  February  2d,18Q0,wnli  papers  referred  to  relative  to 
tlie  rescue  of  three  American  vessels  frei.m  tlie  hands  of  the  British 
captors,  and  for  the  restoration  of  which  he  is  instructed' By  liis 
government  to  apply. 

2.  Mr.  Liston’s  note  Of  the  4th  February-,  together  with  bis  pro- 
ject of  a treaty  for  the  retd proeal  .delivery 'of  deserters  ; w-’iiJi  ap- 
pears to  the  secretary  utterly  inadmissible,  unless  it  would  put  an  | 
end  fbjimprt-ssinejus—w  hieh  .Mr,  Liston  seemed  to  imagim— while  } 
the  7th  paragraph  of  i .is  project  expressly  recognizes  the  right  of! 
impressing  British  subjects— and  consequently  American  citizens, 
as  at  present. 

(Signed)  TIMOTHY  PICKERING. 

R.  LISTON  presents  his  respects  to  colonel  Pickering,  se- 
cretory of  state. 

X have,  from  time  to  time,  taken  the  liberty  of  making'  verbal 
complaints-  to  you,  sir,  respecting;  the  practice  ktdv  become  fre- 
quent  auioiig  the ib tasters  and  supercargoes  of  American  merchant- 
men; of  rescuing  by  force  or  by  fraud  such  vessels  as  Lave  L.-eu  de- 
tained by  the  continai-.dsol  his  majesty’s  ships  of  war,  w ill!  a view  I 
to  a future  trial  iu  the  court  of  admiralty. 

I.  hi  particular,  mentioned  the  oases  stated  at  large  in  tlie  enclos- 
. ed  papers.  I 


The  first  is  that  of  the  brigantine  Experience,  detained  on  the 
25th  of  May  by  captain  Poyntz,  of  liis  majesty's  ship  Soivlmy.  She 
came  from  Cam  peachy  ; was  said  to  be  bound  for  : Charleston 
S.  C.  and  was  loaded  with  logwood,  i ne  cargo  was  suspected  to 
be  enemies’  property.;  and  she  was  iu  ter  wards  found  to  have  a 
complete  set  oi  Spanish  papei-s. 

The  American  master.  Hew  it,  and  Hov  e,  the  supercargo,  with 
the  consent  ol' life  British  Stamen  who  Were  put  on  beard  to  navi- 
gate her,  overpowered  the  prize  master,  (Mr.  Bryce)  kept  bint 
prisoner  severai  days,  ami  at  last  by  threats  and  violence,  (breed 
him  to  leave  the  vessel  and  to  goon  board  of  a schooner  boui.u  to 
New -Provide  nee. 

I be  second  is  the  case  of  the  ship  I.ucy,  commanded  by  a Mix 
James  Conelly  (a  native  of  Ireland,  calling  himself  a citizen  of  the 
United  States)  which  wasstopt  on  the  3d  of  June  by  captain  Fer- 
ricr,  of  his  majesty’s  ship  York.  This  vessel  had  smuggled  one 
hundred  and  eighty -seven  new  negroes  from  Jamaica.  The  captain 
found  means  to  forge  a clearance  from  tlie  custom-house  of  Kings, 
ton,  and  afterwards  loaded  goods  at  the  Hava  Tina,  partly  the  pro- 
perty of  enemies,  and  partly  belonging  to  a Mr.  Cowrtauld,  a Bri- 
tish subject,  who  recently  held  a place  in  the  customs  undtr  liis 
majesty ’s  government. 

A lieutenant,  a quarter  master  aval  ten  men  were  put  on  hoard 
the  Lucy  to  conduct  her  to  Jamaica:  and  with  a view  to  accommo- 
date the  master  and  the  other  persons  who  w ere  found  in  the  ves- 
sel, Mr.  Conelly,  Mr.  Courtauld  (his  nephew),  two  other  passengers, 
with  servants  and  seamen,  amounting  to  twelve  in  all,  were  per- 
mitted by  captain  Terrier,  to  remain  on  board  on  their  parole.— 
They-,  however,  secretly  armed,  themselves,  and  in  the  night  sur- 
prised tlie  watch,  confined  the  prize  master  and  the  British  sea- 
men, and  carried  the  ship  to  Charleston. 

The  third  case  is  that  of  the  Fair  Columbian, Ed  ward  Casey,  mas- 
ter,detained  by  his  majesty’s  ship  the  Hind,  in  company  with  the 
sloop  of  war  the  Swan.  She  had  come  from  the  Havanna  ; and  no 
sea  brief  or  register  on  board  ; was  commanded  by  a person  who 
had  deserted  about  nine  months  before  from  his  majesty’s  ship 
Polyphemus ; and  according  to  , the  concurrent  testimony  of  eight 
or  nine  masters  of  American  vessels  which  had  sailed  in  company 
with  her  from  tlie  Havanna,  was  loaded  with  Spanish  property. 

These  circumstances  affording  a sufficient  cause  of  suspicion, 
she  was  ordered  for  Bermuda  ; but  the  master,  by  the  use  ot  bribe- 
ry and  intoxication,  succeeded  in  inducing  tlie  prize  master  and 
crew  to  permit  her  to  be  carried  into  tlie  port  of  Baltimore. 

Ii  is  unnecessary  to  employ  arguments  to.  prove  that  these"  irregu- 
larities are  an  ir.irjngement  oi  the  law  of  nations.  The  tenor  of 
the  instructions  given  by  the  president  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States, involves  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  the  king’s  ships 
to  search  and  detain  such  American  vessels  as  are  suspected  of  be- 
ing loaded  with  enemies’  property-,  or  goods  contraband  of  war, 
destined  to  an  enemy’s  port.  It  remains  that  I should  add,  that  I 
have  now  received  express  orders  from  his  majesty  to  claim  as  an 
act  of  justice  (which  is  expected  from  the  character  of  tlie  federal 
government,  and  the  good  tenders landing  wiiieii  subsists  between 
the  tw  o countries)  that  the  vessels'  of  which  the  masters  and  super- 
cargoes have  thus  illegally  possessed  themselves,  be  deli \>  red  up  to 
me,  together  w ith  the  British  seamen  and  the  deserters  w ho  have 
assisted  in  rescuing  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the  prize  masters-, 
that  they  may  be  sent  to  some  one  of  his  majesty’s  colonies,  to  he 
there  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Philadelphia , February  2,  1800. 

R.  LISTON  presents  his  respects  to  colonel  Pickering,  se- 
cretary of  state. 

I have  the  honor,  sir.  of  enclosing  a duplicate  of  my  letter  of  the 
18th  December,  to  vice-admiral  sir  Hyde  Parker,  soliciting  the  dis- 
charge of  certain  American  seamen  said  to  be  dt  taiued  on  hoard  of 
liis  squadron  on  tlie  Jamaica  station ; and  I flatter  myself  it  will 
have  the  desired  effect,  although  it  be  not  acepihpanud  by  copies 
of  the  documents  attesting  their  citizenship.  I cannot,  however, 
omit  this  opportunity  of  eulliugto  your  remembrance,  w hat  I hav  e 
frequently  stated  jn  conversation,  tuat  while  the  papers  called/mo* 
tedious  are  granted  with  a fraudulent  intention,  or  without  a' pro* 
per  examination 'of  facts;  by  interior  magistrates  or  notaries  public 
in  the  United  States, 'and  while  they  can  easily  be  procured  by 
such  natural  born  subjects  of  his  majesty  as  choose  to  abandon  his 
service  in  the  hour  of  danger,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any 
regard  will  he  paid  to  them  by  tlie  commanders  of  British  ships 
of  war.  And  I beg  leave  once  more  to  urge  you  to  take  into  con- 
sideration, as  the  only  means  of  drying  up  every  source  of  com- 
plaint aim  irritation, upon  this  head— the  proposal  I had  the  honor 
of  making  two  y ears  ago,  (in  the  name  of  his  majesty’s  govern- 
ment) for  the  reciprocal  restitution  of  deserters. 

Philadelphia,  February  4, 1800. 

1.  WHEREAS,  by  the  28th  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity-,  com- 

merce and  navigation, concluded  aj,  London  on  the  19th  ot  Novem- 
ber 1794.  between  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  United  States,  it 
was  agreed,  in  order  to  facilitate  intercourse,  and  obviate  difficul- 
ties, that  other  articles  should  be  proposed  find  added  to  the  treaty 
above  mentioned,  which  articles,  from  want  of  time  anti  other  cir- 
cumstances, could  not  then  be  perfected,  and  that  the  said  parties 
should  (rom  to  time  regularly  treat  ot  and  concerning  such  aru- 
■cleS,  and  should  sincerely  endeavor  so  to  form  them  as  that  they 
inigiit  conduce  to  mutual  coiivenkutv and  tend  to  promote  mutu- 
al satisfaction,  and  friendship  ; and  that  the  said  articles,  after  hav- 
ing been  duly  ratified, .'.should  be  added  u>  and  make  apart  ol  the 
auovemoh tinned  treaty : A 

2.  And  w hereas,  it  will  great! y'conduce  to  the  maintenance  anil 
improvement  dt  that  friendship  and  harmony  now  subsisting  be- 
t\v;u:  the  contracting  parties  that  nn-asures  should^  lx-  taken  by 
m u to  hi  consent  for  the  giving,  up  of  d-  s.rtU's  bn  each,  side- 

3.  Thvvelere,  the  parties  hare  with  this  view  appointed  their 
respective  uiii asters  to  meet,  negotiate,  and  conclude  on  this  sub 
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t)mt  is  to  say— his  Britannic  majesty,  Robert  Liston,  Esq.  his  mutual  delivery  of  deserters,  whether  seamen  or  soldi, 

majesty’s  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary,  to  L - “ 

the  United  States  of  America ; and  the  United  States, 


4.  Who,  having  communicated  to  each  other  their  respective 
full  powers,  have  agreed  to  the  following  article  to  be  added  to 
the  above  mentioned  treaty,  and  to  form  a part  thereof. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLE. 

5.  It  is  agreed  that  no  refuge  or  protection  shall  be  afforded  in 
'the  territories  or  vessels  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  to 
the  captains,  officers,  mariners,  sailors  or  other  persons,  being  part 
of  the  crews  of  the  vessels  of  the  respective  nations,  who  shall  have 
deserted  from  the  said  vessels ; but  that  on  the  contrary,  all  such 
deserters  shall  be  delivered  up,  on'  demand,  to  the  commanders  of 
such  vessels  from  which  they  have  deserted,  or  to  tfie  commanding- 1 same  ; but  that  on  the  contrary,  all  such  deserters  shrd I be  deliver*, 
officers  of  the  ships  of  war  of  the  respective  nations,  or  such  other  ed  up,  on  demand,  to  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  iVo.n  w.'iich 
persons  as  may  lie  duly  authorised  to  make  requisition  in  that  be-  they  shall  have  deserted,  or  to  the  commanding  officers  of 'the 


and  t- 

have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  a. counter  project,  by  which  you 
will  see  the  objections  which  have  occurred  to  your  propoiiiioot* 
The^president  lias  been  pleased  to  direct  and  empower  me  to  :icgo 
ciate  with  4y  ou  on  this  subject,  and  it  will  afford  him  grout  plea- 
sure if  we  can  make  a satisfactory  arrangement. 

I liave  the  honor  to  be,  fee. 

TIMOTHY  PICKERING-. 

Robert  Liston,  Esq. 

1.  It  is  agreed  that  no  refuge  or  protection  shall  be  afforded  in 
the  territories  of  vessels  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  to 
the  officers,  mariners,  or  other  persons,  being  part  of  t :u_  eft  vs 
of  the  vessels  of  the  respective  nations,  who  dtsert  from  tin* 


itaif,  provided  that  proof  lie  made  by  an  exhibition  of  the  register 
t>f  the  vessel  or  ship’s  roil,  or  authenticated  copies  of  the  same, 
®r  by  other  satisfactory  evidence,  that  the  deserters  so  demanded 
were  actually  part  of  the  crew  of  the  vessels  in  question. 

g.  With  a view  to  the  more  effectual  execution  of  this  article, 
the  consuls  and  vice-consuls  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and  of  the 
United  States  may  cause  to  be  arrested  all  persons  who  have  desert- 
ed from  the  respective  nations  as  aforesaid,  in  order  to  send  them 
back  to  the  commander  of  the  said  vessels,  or  to  remove  them  out 
of  the  country.  For  which  purpose,  the- said  consuls  and  vice- 
consuls  shall  apply  to  the  courts,  judges,  and  officers  competent, 
and  shall  demand  the  said  deserters  in  writing,  proving  as  afore- 
said, that  they  were  part,  of  the  said  crews,  and  on  this  demand, 
so  prqved,  the  delivery  shall  not  be  refused ; and  there  shall  be  given 
all  aid  and  assistance  to  the  said  consuls,  for  the  search,  seizure 
and  arrest  of  the  said  deserters,  who  shall  even  be  detained  and 
kept  in  the  prisons  of  the  country,  at  their  request  and  expence, 
until  they  shall  have  found  an  opportunity  of  sending  them  back 
or  removing  them  as  aforesaid.  But  if  they  be  not  so  sent  hack 
or  removed  within  three  mouths  from  the  day  of  their  arrest,  they 
s hall  be  set  at  liberty,  and  shall  not  again  be  arrested  for  the  same 
cause. 

7.  It  is,  however,  understood  that  this  stipulation  is  not  to  ex- 
tend to  authorise  either  of  the  parties  to  demand  the  delivery  of 
any  sailors,  subjects  or  citizens,  belonging  to  the  other  party,  who 
have  been  employed  on  board  the  vessels  of  either  of  the  respec- 
tive nations,  and  who  have  in  time  of  war  or  threatened  hostility, 
voluntarily  entered  into  the  service  of  their  own  sovereign  or  na- 
tion, or  have  been  compelled  to  enter  therein,  according  to  the 
laws  and  practice  prevailing  in  the  two  countries  respectively. 

8.  It  is  farther  agreed,  that  no  refuge  or  protection  shall  be  af- 
fbrded  by  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  to  any  soldiers  who 
may  desert  from  the  military  service  of  the  other,  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  most  effectual  measures  shall  be  taken,  in  like  manner 
as  with  respect  to  sailors,  to  apprehend  any  such  soldiers,  ami 
to  deliver  them  to  the  ^commanding  officer  of  the  military  posts, 
forts  or  garrisons  from  which  they  have  deserted  or  to  the  consuls 
or  vice  consuls  on  either  side,  or  to  such  other  person  as  may  be 
duly  authorised  to  demand  their  restitution. 

9.  It  is  however  understood  that  no  stipulation  in  this  addi- 
tional article  shall  be  construed  to  empower  the  civil  or  military 
officers  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties  forcibly  to  enter  into 
the  public  ships  of  war,  ov  into  the  forts,  garrisons  or  posts  of  the 
other  party,  or  to  use  violence  to  the  persons  of  the  land  or  sea 
officers  of  the  respective  nations,  with  a view  to  compel  the  deli- 
very of  such  persons  as  may  have  deserted  from  the  naval  or  mili- 
tary service  of  either  party  as  aforesaid. 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Liston. 

Department  of  State , Philadelphia , 
May  3,  1800. 

SIR 

In  ref  erence  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  February  last,  I soon  after 
tool;  occasion  to  intimate  to  you  what  appeared  to  he  the  presi- 
dent’s way  of  thinking  on  the  subject.  I have  now  the  honor  to 
state  toryou,  that  while,  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  right  of  u belli- 
gerent power  to  capture  and  detain  the  merchant  vessels  of  neu- 
trals, unjust  suspicion  of  haying  on  board  enemy’s  property,  or  of 
carrying  to  such  enemy  any  of  the  articles  which  are  contraband 
of  war,  is  unquestionable,— no  precedent  is  recollected,  nor  does 
/any  reason  occur  which  should  require  the  neutral  to  exert  its  pow- 
er in  aid  of  the  right  of  the  belligerent  nation  in  such  captures 
and  detentions.  It  is  conceived  that  after  warning  its  citizens  or 
subjects  of  the  legal  consequences  of  carrying  enemy’s  property 
«r  contraband  goods,  nothing  can  be  demanded  of  the  sovereign 
of  the  neutral  nation,  but  to  remain  passive.  If,  however,  i n the 
present  case,  the  British  captors  of  the  brigantine  Experience, 
He  wit,  master,  theship  Lucy,  James  Conellv,  master,  and  the  brigan- 
tine ~ • - ’ - ’ • " ■ ■ ~ te *'• 

possessi 
quence 
hav 
inti 

bl>  „ 

eaptors  complaints,  and  the  proper  officers  will  execute  their  de 

qrees. 

You  suggest  that  these  rescues  are  an  infringement  of  the  law 
of  nations.  Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  nay  arguments  which 
-you  shall  offer  on  that  point,  will  receive  a just  attention, 

Wjth  regard  to  the  British  seamen  and  deserters,  who  have  as- 
sisted in  the  rescues,  with  great  truth  I am  authorised  to  assure 
you,  that  the  government  have  no  desire  to  detain  them  ; hut  be- 
sides that  the  many  months  elapsed  since  those  events,  and  the  con- 
sequent dispersion  of  the  men,  would  probably  render  their  delive- 
ry impracticable,  it  is  not  known  to  be  authorised  by  any  law. 

This  has  brought  iuto  Yiew  your  project  of  stipulation^  for  Um 


ships  of  war  of  the  respective  natiops,  or  such  other  per 
may  he  duly  authorised  to  make  requisition  in  that  behalf.  Pro ' 
vided,  That  proof  be  made  by  exhibition  of  the  shipping  paper  or 
contract,  or  authenticated  copies  thereof,  or  by  other  satisfactory, 
evidence,  that  the  deserters  so  demanded  were  actually  part  of  the 
crews  of  the  vessels  in  question. 

2.  With  a view  to  the  more  effectual  execution  of  this  article, 
the  commanders  of  the  vessels  from  which  such  desertions  shall 
take  place,  and  the  consuls  and  vice-consuls  of  his  Britain  ic  map's 
tv  and  of  the  United  States  respectively,  nmycaus-  io  be  arrest -4 
all  persons  who  shall  desert  from  the  vessels  or  the  respective  lur 
tions  as  aforesaid.  And  for  this  purpose  the  said  comma  uters,  eon 
suls  and  vice  consuls  shall  apply  to  the  courts,  judges  and  offic-  r», 
competent,  and  shall  demand  the  said  deserters  in  writing,  and  am 
'duce  proof  of  their  desertion  as  aforesaid ; and  on  this  demand, 

and  satisfactory  .proof  the  delivery  shall  be  made. And  there 

shall  he  given  all  necessary  aid  to  the  consuls  and  vice  con- 
suls, for  tlie  search,  seizure  and  arrest  of  the  said  deserters, 
who,  if  it  be  requested,  shall  be  detained  and  kept  in  prison, 
at  the  expence  of  those  who  demand  them  as  aforesaid,  un- 
til they  can  be  put  on  hoard  of  their  own  or  other  vessels  of  their 
nation,  or  be  otherwise  sent  hack  to  their  own  country  : Provided , 
that  if  this  be  not  done  within  three  months  from  the  day  of  their 
arrest,  such  deserters  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  and  not  again  lie  arrest- 
ed fer  the  same  cause.  . ,. 

3.  It  is  further  agreed  that  no  refuge  or  protection  shall  be  af- 

forded by  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  to  any  non-commission-- 
ed  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  desert  from  the  military  service  of  tn« 
other,  but  that  on  the  contrary,  the  most  effectual  measures  shall 
be  taken,  in  like  manner  as  with  respect  to  sailors,  to  apprehend 
any  such  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  and  to  deliver 
them  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  military  posts,  forts  or  gar- 
risons, from  which  they  have  deseftedj  or  to  the  consuls  or  vice 
consuls  on  either  side,  or  to  such  other  persons  as  may  be  duly  au- 
thorised to  demand  their  restitution.  . ' 

4.  It  is  however  understood  that  nothing  in  these  stipulations 
shall  be  construed  to  empower  the  civil,  military  or  naval  officers 
of  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  forcibly  to  enter  into  t he  ter- 
ritory, forts,  posts  or  vessels  of  the  other  party,  or  to  use  violence 
to  the  persons  of  the  commanders  or  other  officers  ot  the  torts, 
posts  or  vessels  of  the  other  party,  with  a view  to  compel  the  deli- 
very of  such  persons  as  shall  desert  as  aforesaid. 


(To  be  continued.) 


An  Act 

To  authorise  the  of  Treasury  Notes. 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the. 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  president 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  lie  is  hereby  authorised  to  cause, 
treasury  notes,  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  may  think  expedient  < 
but  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  five  millions  ol  uoL.< .’•« 
to  lie  prepared,  signed  and  issued  in  the  manner  hurra;  ter  provide,!. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  said  treasury  not. 
shall  be  reimbursed  by  the  United  States  at  such  places, respectively, 
as  may  be  expressed  on  the  face  of  the  said  notes,  one  y ar,  nr 
soectively,  after  the  day  on  wliicii  the  same  shall  u&ve  hecu  issyeu  , 
from  which  day  of  issue  they  shall  bear  interest,  at  the  rate  oi  nvo 
and  two  fifths  per  centum  a year, payable  to  the  owner  and  owner', 
of  such  notes,  at  the  treasury,  or  by  the  proper  conmussmner  ot 
loans  at  the  places  atul  times  respectively  designated  ou  trie  xaceoi 
said  notes  ibr  the  payment  of  principal. 

See.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  treasury  no  er 
shall  be  respectively  signefi in  behalf  of  the  United  Slates, t'>  l>  ^ 
sons  to  lie  appointed  tor  that  purpose  by  the  president  ol  tug  L ::i; 
,A  States : two- of  which  persons  shall  sign  each  notffwu  -diia 


surv  be,  and  he  is 'hereby  authorised,  with  the  approbation  off  t 
or  siffint  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  he  isaueu  such  portm» 
of  "the  said  treasury  notes,  as  the  president  may  think  expemem  m 
tile  payment  of  supplies  or  debts  due  by  tue  United  {states,  to  st.fa* 
public  creditors,  or  other  persons  as  may  choose  to  receive  sucji 
notes  in  payment  as  aforesaid,  at  pm;:  And  me  seer,  mry  ot  i.us 
treasury  is  further  authorised,  witn  the  approbation ml  the  pu  n - 
dent  of  the  United  States,  to  borrow  trora  time  to  u-e.  ..ot 
par  such  sums  as  the  president  may  think  expedient,  on  the  orem 
of  such  notes.  And  it  shall  he  a good  exeeutmn  of  tins  proviso!, 
to  pay  such  notes  to  such  bank  or  banks  as  *dl ^retei t»etne 
at  par  and  givewodit  to  U\e  tsetvmyevffi  the  United  Stot»»  .•»% 
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B mount  thereof  on  the  day  on  which  the  said  notes  shall  thus  be 
issued  and  paid  to  such  bank  or  banks  respectively. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted , That  the  said  treasury  notes 
shall  he  ir.uisfcr.bk  by  deliver)  and  assignment  endorsed  thereon  by 
the  person  to  w hose  order  the  same  Shall,  on  the  lace  thereof,  have 
been  made  payable. 

Sec.  fi.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  treasury  notes, 
wherever  made  payable,  shall  be  everywhere  received  in  payment 
of  all  duties  and  nixes  laid  bv  the  authorit)  of  the  United. States, 
"and  of  all  public  lands  sold  by  the  said  authority.  On  every  such 
paynient,  credit  shall  lie  given  for  the  amount  of  both  the  principal 
and  the  interest  winch,  on  the  day  of  such  payment,  may  appear 
due  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  given  in  payment.  And  the  said  in- 
terest shall,  on  such  payments,  be  computed  at  the  rate  of  one  cent 
and  one  half  of  a cent  oev  day,  on  every  hundred  dollars  of  princi- 
pal, and  each  month  sfiall  he  computed  as  containing  thirty  days. 

Sec-  7.  And  be  k further  enacted , That  any  person  making  pay- 
ment to  the  United  States, in  the  said  treasury  notes  into  the  hands 
of  any  collector,  receiver  of  public  monies,  or  other  public  officer 
or  agent,  shall,  on  books  kept  according  to  such  forms  as  shall  lie 
prescribed  by  (he  secretary  of  the  treasury,  give  duplicate  certifi- 
cates of  the  number  and  respective  amount  of  principal  and  interest 
of  each  and  every  treasury  note  thus  paid  by  such  person ; and  every 
collector,  receiver  of  public  monies,  or  other  public  officer  or  agent, 
who  shall  thus  receive  any  of  the  said  treasury  notes  in  payment, 
shall, .on  payment  of  the  same  into  the  treasury,  or  into  one  of  the 
banks  where  the  public  monies  are,  or  may  be  deposited,  receive 
credit  both  for  the  principal  and  for  the  interest,  computed  as 
aforesaid,  which,  on  the  day  of  such  last  mentioned  payment,  shall 
appear  due  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  paid  in.  And  he  shall  be 
charged  for  the  interest  accrued  on  such  note  or  notes,  from  the 
clay  on  Which  the  same  shall  have  been  received  by  him  in  payment, 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall  be  paid  by  him,  as 
aforesaid  ‘.—Provided  always.  That,  no  such -charge  or  deduction 
shall  be  made  with  respect  to  any  hank  into  which  payments  as 
aforesaid  may  be  made  to  the  United  States,  either  by  individuals 
or  by  collectors,  receivers  or  other  public  officers  or  agents,  and 
which  shall  receive  the  same  as  specie,  and  give  credit  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  United  States  for  the  amount  thereof,  including  the 
'interest  accrued  and  due  on  such  notes  on  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  thus  payed  into  such  bank,  on  account  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it further  enacted.  That  the  commissioners  of  the 
sinking  fund  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to 
cause  to  be  reimbursed  and  paid  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
treasury  uotfcs  w hich  may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  at  the  se- 
veral time  and  tiuies  when  l he  same,  .according  ui  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  should  bcreindxirsed  and  paid.  And  the  said  commission- 
ers are  further  authorised  to  make  purchases  of  the  said  notes,  in 
the  same  manner  as  of  otlmr  evidence's  of  the  public  debt,  and  at 
a price  not  exceeding  par,  for  the  amount  of  the  print-goal  and  in- 
terest due  at  the  time  of 'purchase  on  s.uch  .notes,  bo  much  of  the 
funds  constituting  the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of 
dollars,  for  the  principal  and  interest-  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  may  be  wanted  for  that  purpose,  after  satisfying 
the  sums  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  such  part 
of  the  principal  of  the  said  debt  as  the  Unit  ed  States  are  now  pledg- 
et! annually  to  pay  and  reimburse,  is  hereby  piedged  and  appropri- 
ated for  tlie  payment  of  tile  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  or 
purchase  of  the  said  notes.  And  so  much  of  any-' monies  in  the 
treasury  .not  otherwise  appropriated  as  may  he  necessary  for  that 
piirpose,-  is  hereby  appropriated  for  making  up  any  deficiency  in 
tlie  funds  thus  pledged  and  appropriated  for  paying  the  principal 
and  interest  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted , That  a sum  of  twenty' thousand 
dollars,  to  be  paid  but  of  any  monies  in  tile  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  be,  and  tlie  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  defray- 
ing the  expence  of  preparing,  printing,  engraving,'  signing,  and 
otherwise  incident  to  the  issuing  of  tlie  treasury  notes  authorised  by 
this  act. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  false- 
ly make,  forge  or  counterfeit,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely 
made,  forget!  or  'counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 
making,’,  forging  or  counter f.  iting  any  note  in  imitation  of' or  pur- 
porting to  be  a treasury  note  aforesaid;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  he  falsely  alUivcj,  unwillingly  aid  and  assist  in 
falsely  altering-  any  treasury' note  issued  as  aforesaid ; or  shall  pass, 
utter  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass,  utter  or  publish  as  true,  any  < 
false.,  forged  or  counterfeit- note,  purporting  robe  a treasury  note 
as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  sa  me  to  he  falsely  forged  or  counterfeited ; 
or  shall  pass,  utter  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  pass,  utter  or  publish, 
as. true,  any  falsely  ailcred  treasury  note  issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  falsely-  altered,  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  guilty  of  ILlouy,  and  being  thereof  convicted  by  due 
course  of  law.  shall  be  sentenced  to-be  imprisoned  aiui  keptathfird 
labor  for  a period  not  less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten  years, 
and  be  lined  in  a sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 

If.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of ''the  Pause  «f  Rrfrrrxeiitatives. 

„ WILLIAM  CRAWFOR.fi, 
President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

June  30,  1912.— Approved,  JAMES  MAlilSOK. 


Drafted  Militia. 

The  neglect,  or  refusal  of  the  governors  of  Mnnsa 
chusetts  and  Connecticut,  and,  perhaps,  of -lit;  ode 
Island,  to  place  their  drafted  militia  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  has  ex 
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the  subject,  as  nothing  definite  appeared  to  lie 
done.  The  following  proclamations  will  shew 
how  the  case  stands  at  present  in  the  two  first 
named  states  ; but  the  governor  of  the  latter  has 
convened  the  legislature  fo:  the  further  considera- 
tion, as  is  supposed,  of  this  matter.  All  of  the 
other  governors  have  complied  with  the  Pre- 
sident’s requisition,  and  the  marching  of  regular 
troops  to  Albany  will  teach  governor-  Strong  rnd 
Grmoold  the  necessity  of  being  duly  prepared  to 
repel  invasion,  &.c.” 

MASSACHUSETTS—  GENE RAL  0 RDE R S. 

Head  quarters,  Bouton  Aug.  5, 1512. 

By  the  general  o:  ders  of  the  3d  of  July  last,  major- 
general  Henry  Sewall  is  ap  ointed  to  command  the 
eastern  division  of  the  militia,  which  was  detached 
under  the  order  of  the  25t.’n  of  April  last,  consisting 
of  all  the  detached  militia  in  the  district  of  Maine 
The  commander  in  chief  having  been  requested 
by  major  general  Dearborn,  by  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  direct  a part  of  the 
militia,  detached  under  the  said  orders  of  the  25lh 
Ap;  il,  to  march  to  Passamaquoddy,  for  the  defence 
of  the  posts  and  harbors  on  the  easten  border 
• >f  this  commonwealth  ; and  considering  that 
i hat  part  of  the  state  is  in  a peculiar  manner  in 
danger  of  invasion,  and  that  disorderly  persons 
may  attempt  to  distuib  and  annoy  the  peaceable  in- 
habitants iu  that  neighborhood,  and  endanger  their 
lives  and  property  ; has  thought  fit  to  order  and  does 
hereby  order,  that  three  full  companies  of  the  east- 
ern detached  division  of  the  militia,  be  designated 
bv  major-general  Sewall;  and  after  being  complete- 
ly armed  and-equipped  ordered  to  march  as  soon  as 
nos  si  hie  to  F.astport,  >n  the  district  of  Maine,  which 
i-  appointed  the  place  of  rendezvous.  The  said 
three  companies  will  form  a battalion,  under  the 
command  of  a detached  major' to  be  designated  by 
major  general  Sewall,  who  will  also  designate  an  ad- 
jutant and  quartermaster,  and  the  whole  to  march 
without  delay  to  the  place  of  rendezvous.  The  ma- 
jor commanding  the  battalion  will  see  that  provi- 
ion  is  made  for  the  sub-ristence  of  his  troops,  and 
the  transportation  of  their  baggage  from  the  places 
whence  the  companies  march,  until  their  arrival  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous , in  the  manner  prescribed 
bv  law.  Major-general  Sewall  in  designating  the 
companies  to  march,  will  as  far  as  may  be,  take 
:hem  from  the  nearest  counties  and  districts,  and 
from  places  the  least  exposed  to  the  enemy. 

The  major-generals  and  ot her  officers  of  the  local 
divisions  of  the  militia,  from  which  any  part  of  the 
said  battalion  maybe  drawn,  will  afford  their  aid  in 
completing  the  companies,  and  will  see  that  the 
men  are  armed  and  equipped  as  the  law  directs. 

| The  commander  in  chief  expects  that  this  order 
will  be  obeyed  hv  his  fellow  citizens  of  the  draught- 
ed militia,  with  promptitude,  and  when  marching 
to  the  place  of  their  destination,  as  well  as  after- 
wards, that  they  will  preserve  good  order,  and  ren 
der  dueohedience  to  the  commands  of  their  officers. 
He  would  remind  them  that  they  were  not  only  call- 
ed forth  to  defend  the  frontier  against  ajriy  invasion 
of  a foreign  enemi,  butto  prevent,  the  depredations 
of  anv  lawless  banditti  who  may  be  disposed  to  rob 
•and  plunder,  whether  they  belong  to  onr  own  ter. 
ritory  or  those  of  the  enemy.  Although  war  is  de- 
clared betweed  the  United  States  and  Great  Bn’  ain, 
it  is  to  he  earned  on  onlv  by  the.  order  of  govern- 
ment. It  is  the  duty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  and  villages  bordering  ot>  (he  British  line, 
to  endeavor  to  repel  any  invasion  of  our  own  ter- 
ritories ; hot  t,hev  have  no  right  to  make  incursions 
'into  tue  territories  oi  the  enemy.  Lawless  plunder- 
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er.s,  by  sea  or  land,  as  well  in  time  of  war  as  of 
peace,  are  pirates  or  robbers,  and  their  depredations  1 
ought,  as  far  as  may  be,  to  be  prevented  or  puni.h-  j 
ed  ; they  only  occasion  distress  and  misery  to  the; 
exposed  inhabitants,  and  have  no  tendency  to  pro- 
duce an  equitable  peace,  which  is  the  only  justifia- 
ble object  of  war 

The  officers  will  be  c archil  to  inculcate  upon  their 
men  the  necessity  of  discipline,  and  a sac  red  regard 
to  the  rights  of  their  fellow  citizens-  The  soldiers' 
of  a free  government  should  view  with  abhorrence, 
any  attempt  to  assume  power  bv  thr  u.-e  of  the  sword, 
or  to  invade  the  rights  oflhose  whom  it  is  their  duty 
to  protect.  By  order  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

Wm.  DONN1SON.  Adj.  Gen. 


Proclamation 

By  his  excellency  ROGER  GRISWOLD,  Esq. 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over 
the  state  of  Connecticut , in  America. 

This  state,  with  the  other  states  of  the  Union, 
having,  since  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assem 
blv,  been  involved  in  Avar,  and  no  opportunity  yet 
a-fforded  to  make  a communication  to  the  immedi 
ate  representatives  of  the  people  ; feeling  that  an 
event  so  unexpected  and  calamitous  may  produce 
great  anxiety,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  the  go- 
vernor and  council  on  certain  subjects  arising  put 
of  this  war  should  be  known  to  their  fellow  citizens, 

I have  thought  proper,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  to  issue  this  Proclamation. 

In  pursuance  of  the  usage  of  mv  predecessors  in 
pfhee  in  times  of  difficulty,  f have  caused  the  conn 
cil  to  be  twice  convened  since  the  declaration  of 
war,  in  both  instances  to  advise  together  respecting 
the  course  to  be  pursued  on  certain  requisitions  of 
the  national  government  through  general  Dearborn, 
for  certain  portions  of  the  militia  to  be  placed  at 
the  forts  at  New  London  and  New  Haven.  The 
advice  given  in  both  cases  met  my  entire  approba- 
tion, andaccordinglv  a compliance  with  therequisi- 
tion  has  been  by  me  refused. 

It  is  the  high  and  solemn  duty  of  the  chief  magis 
trate  according  to  his  oath  o'  office,  “to  maintain 
the  lawful  rights  and  privileges  of  this  state,  as  a 
sovereign,  free  and  independent  st*te.” 

This  duty  forbade  a compliance  with  a request 
that  any  part  of  the  citizens  of  this  state  should  be 
placed,  under  existing  circumstances,  in  garrisons 
to  perform  the  ordinary  duties  of  soldiers.  It  is  also 
the  pr  erogative  of  the  state  to  hold  its  militia  for  the 
maintenance  of  its  lawful  privileges,  and  never  to 
permit  them  to  be  withdrawn  from  its  authority, 
except  in  cases  expressly  mentioned  in  the  constitu- 
tion. No  such  case  existing,  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers have  not  been  ordered  from  their  far  ms  and 
other  occupations,  and  from  their  homes  into  the 
ser  vice  required.  While  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
any  difference  of  opinion  existed  as  to  the  cases  in 
which  the  militia  ought  to  be  demanded,  it  became 
my  duty  to  obey  the  constitution  of  mv  country 
In  a state  ot  things  so  novel  as  that  which  now 
exists — in  the  interesting  crisis  of  a war  with  a fo 
reign  Viation  wherein  the  property,  the  securitj',  the 
liberty  and  lives  of  the  people  are  jeopardized,  a war 
which  was  opposed  by  so  much  talent,  worth,  and 
respectability  in  both  houses  of  Congress,  it  might 
have  been  anticipated  that  the  justice  and  expedien 
cy  of  the  measure  would  have  been  questioned  and 
denied  by  many : still  no  such  state  of  things  ex- 
ists as  to  justify  the  idea  of  seeking  redress,  except 
in  a consitutional  manner. 


I do  therefore  call  upon  all  the  good  people  of 
this  state  to  demean  themselves  in  this  d;«v  of  un. 
pi  ecedenied difficulty,  as  becomes  the  members  of  a 
free  and  independent  nation — to  promote  concord 
among  them- elves — to  yield  a prompt  obedience 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
laws  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  to  cherish  the 
union  of  these  states;  to  discourage  every  species  of 
outrage  towards  the  rights  of  person  or  property  ; 
to  discountenance  every  appearance  of  menacing 
the  lawful  aothoi  ity  of  the  state  and  nation,  and  to 
promote  a spirit  of  submission  to  the  laws  of  the 
land. 

While  this  spirit  is  thus  recommended,  the  neo- 
ple  are  to  be  protected  in  freedom  of  speech,  free- 
dom of  the  p*"ess,  and  in  freedom  of  elections. . 

The^e  important  rights  are  not,  to  be  surrendered, 
nor  impaired  in  any  event.  To  examine  fairly  and 
truly  to  exhibit  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the 
measures  bf  government ; to  lift  up  a voice  of  warns 
ing  against  any  system  of  policy  which  seeks  per* 
sonal  elevation  or  aggrandisement,  or  which  is  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  projects  of  foreign  or  do- 
mestic tyrants,  or  to  aid  combinations  of  enemies 
at  home  or  affioad,  against  the  peace,  liberty,  and 
prosperity  of  the  nation,  and  thus  to  enable  the 
people  justly  to  appreciate  the  measures  of  govern- 
ment and  to  exercise  discreetly  the  rights  of  elec- 
tion, is  the  duty  of  freemen.  In  the  exercise  of 
these  and  all  other  rights,  every  man  is  to  be  pro- 
tected by  law  ; and  for  his  entire  security  the  faith 
of  every  well  regulated  community  is  pledged. 

With  these  impressions,  I hereby  declare  to  the 
people  of  this  state,  that  they  may  at  a!!  times  re- 
ly on  the  protection  of  the  laws,  and  the  power  and 
disposition  to  execute  them,  and  that  the  force  of 
the  state  will  be  exerted  on  any  proper  occasion, 
(if,  contrary  to  expectation,  such  occasion  should 
occur)  to  afford  security  to  the  rights  of  individu- 
als, to  preserve  internal  peace,  to  promote  order, 
and  to  maintain  the  privileges  of  the  state.  And  I 
enjoin  it  upon  all  the  magistrates  and  other  peace 
officers,  upon  all  entrusted  with  the  execution  of 
the  law.  and  upon  all  officers  and  soldieis  of  the 
militia  to  he  in  readiness  to  aid  in  the  above  objects  ; 
and  I furthermore  exhort  all  those  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms  to  be  at  all  times  prepared  and  equipped  in 
obedience  to  the  lawful  authority  of  the  state  and 
nation,  to  repel  invasion,  and  resist  aggressions  on 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  United  States,  of 
this  state,  or  of  any  individuals,  or  portions  of  the 
community. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Hartford,  this  sixth 
dav  of  August,  in  the  year  ofoiir  Lord,  one 
thousand,  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  cf 
America,  the  thirty  seventh.  S 
/ ROGER,  GRISWOLD. 

f)y  His  Excellency's  command. 

Thomas  Dav,  Secretary. 


Address.  . 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Trenton,  July  10. 

Sir — Believing  it  would  be  pleasing  to  you,  at 
this  crisis,  to  be  acquainted  with  sentiments  and 
views  of  your  constituents  in  every  part  of  the 
Union,  the  convention  of  Republican  delegates  from 
the  several  counties  of  the  state  of  New- Jersey,  take 
the  liberty  of  addressing  you  on  behalf  of  their  con- 
stituents and  themselves. 
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They  have  seen  with  approbation  the  long  con 
tinned  and  often  repeated  efforts  of  the  government 
of  Lite  United  Stat  es  to  preserve  to  the  country  the 
blessings  of  peace,  and  at  the  same  time  to  maintain 
the  honor  and  independence  of  the  nation.  Nego 
elation  ha*,  at  length  been  abandoned  as  hopeless  : 
Re*i:  tance  has  been  commenced  as  the  last  report. 
To  retreat  from  the  contest  now, would  indeed  justly 
subject  our  government  to  the  stigma  of  pusillanimi 
tv,  and  oui  people  to  the  charge  of  a want  of  pa 
tri.otis  m. 

.0-'  behalf  df  the  republican  citizens  of  this  state, 
«t*d  di' ourselyes,  v;e,  therefore,  sir,  assure  you,  we 
are  row,  as  much  in  favor  of  a,  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war  until  our  wrongs  ace'  redressed  and  our 
rights  respected,  as  we  have  heretofore  been  of  the 
preservation  of- peace,  while  it  could  be  maintained 
without  a sm  render  of  our  rights  and  interests. — 
And  we  are  fully  of  opinion  that  the  contfience  of 
the  friends  of  government  in  New  Jersey,  will  be 
increased  rather  than  diminished,  by  the  measures 
adopted  by  the  general  government  for  the  support 
of  ottf  unquestionable  inalienable  rights. 

Permit  us,  sir,  to  add,  that  your  conduct,  as  well 
in  your  endeavors  to  preserve  peace,  as  in  your  final 
recommendation  of  a resort  to  arms,  meets  with  our 
most  decided  approbation. 

By  older  of  the  convention, 

BENJAMIN  LUDLOW,  President, 
$i3:© rge  Casseijy,  Secretary . 

. ANSWER. 

Washington,  July  25,  1812. 

Sir — I have  received  the  address  from  “ the  con- 
vention of  republican  delegates  from  the  several 
counties  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,”  explaining 
fhe  sentiments  entertained,  at  this  crisis,  by  that 
portion  of  my  constituents.  The  sentiments  are 
worthy  the  character  of  citizens,  who  know  the 
value  of  the  national  rights  at  stake  in  the  present 
.contest ; and  who  are  willing  to  do  justice  to  the 
sincere  and  persevering  efforts,  which  have  been 
.emp'Tbvsd  to  obtain  respect  to  them,  without  a re 
sort  t'6' arms. 

rfhe  conduct  of  the  nation  against  whom  this  re- 
sort has  been  proclaimed,  left  no  choice  but  between 
that,  and  the  greater  evil,  of  a surrender  of  our 
sovereignty  on  the  element,  on  which  all  nations 
I'.ave  equal  rights,  and  in  the  free  use  of  which,  the 
United  States,  as  a nation  whose  agriculture  and 
commerce  are  so  closely  allied,  have  an  essential 
interest. 

The  blockading  orders  in  council,  commencing 
en  the  plea  of  retaliating  injuries  indirectly  done  to 
Great  Britain, through  the  direct  operation  ofFrench 
decrees  against  the  trade  of  the  U.  States  with  her ; and 
on  a professed  disposition  to  proceed  step  by  step 
with  France,  in  revoking  them,  have  been  since 
bottomed  on  pretensions  more  and  more  extended 
and  arbitrary  ; till  at  length,  it  is  openly  avowed  as 
indispensable  to  a repeal  of  the  orders  as  they  affect 
the  United  States,  that  the  French  decrees  here 
pealed  as  they  affect  Great  Britain  directly,  and 
all  other  neutrals  as  well  as  the  United  States.  To 
this  extraordinary  avowal  is  superadded,  abundant 
evidence,  that  the  real  object  of  the  orders  is,  not 
to  restore  freedom  to  the  American  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,  which  could  indeed  belittle  interrupt- 
ed bv  the  decrees  of  France;  but  to  destroy  our 
lawful  commerce,  as  interfering  with  her  own  un- 
lawful commerce,  with  her  enemies.  The  only 
foundation  qf  this  attempt  to  banish  the  American 
flag  from  the  high  way  of  nations,  or  to  render  it 
ffc  hgliy  snbseryienfc  to  the  comip^rcial  views  pf  the 


British  government,  is  the  absurd  and  exploded 
doctrine,  that  the  ocean  not  less  than  the  land  is 
susceptible  of  occupancy  and  dominion  ; that  this 
dominion  is  in  the  hands  ot  Great  Biitam,  and  that 
her  laws,  not  the  law  of  nations,  which  is  ours  as 
well  as  heis,  are  to  regulate  our  maritime  inter- 
course with  the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  appeal  to  lorce,  in  opposition  to  the  force  so 
long  continued  against  us,  had  become  the  more 
urgent,  as  every  endeavor  short  of  it,  had  not  only 
been  fruitless,  but  bad  been  followed  by  fresh  usur- 
pations and  oppressions.  The  intolerable  outrages 
committed  against  the  crews  of  our  vessels,  which 
at  one  time  were  the  result  of  alleged  searches  for 
deserters  from  the  British  ships  of  war,  had  grown 
into  a like  pretension,  first  as  to  all  British  seamen, 
and  next  as  to  all  British  subjects  ; with  the  invari- 
able practice  of  seizing  all  neutral  seamen,  of  every 
nation,  and  on  all  such  of  our  own  seamen,  as  Bii- 
tish  officers,  interested  in  the  abuse,  might  please  to 
demand. 

When  the  United  States  assumed  and  estab- 
lished their  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
they  assumed  and  established  a common  sovereign- 
ty on  the  high  seas,  as  well  as  an  exclusive  sove- 
reignty within  their  territorial  limits.  The  one  is 
as  essential  as  the  other  to  their  character  as  an  in- 
dependent nation.  However  conceding  they  may 
have  been  on  controvertible  points  ; or  forbearing 
under  casual  and  limited  injuries  ; they  can  never 
submit  to  wrongs  irreparable  in  their  kind,  enor- 
mous in  their  amount,  and  indefinite  in  their  dura- 
tion ; and  which  are  avowed  and  justified  on  prin- 
ciples, degrading  the  United  States  from  the  rank 
of  a sovereign  and  independent  power.  In  attain- 
ing this  high  rank  and  the  inestimable  blessings  at- 
tached to  it,  no  part  of  the  American  people,  had  a 
more  meritorious  share,  than  the  people  of  New  Jer- 
sey. From  none,  therefore,  may  more  reasonably 
be  expected,  a patriotic  zeal,  in  maintaining  by  the 
sword,  the  unquestionable  and  unalineable  rights, 
acquired  by  it ; and  which  it  is  found,  can  no  other- 
wise be  maintained. 

JAMES  MADISON, 
Benjamin  Ludlow,  Esq. 

President , Sec.  £fc. 


Domestic  Resources. 

Official  military  report  made  to  brigadier  genera^- 
Bloomfield , commanding  at  New-York. 
(COPY.) 

Head-Quarters,  New-YorJc,  July  25, 1812. 
Doctors  Pendergrast  and  Ross,  of  the  United 
States  array,  will  proceed  with  the  honorable  Sa- 
muel L.  Mitchill  to  Schooley’s  mountain,  on  the 
Musconetcunk,  in  New-Jerse\',  and  examine  whe- 
ther any  silicious  stone  is  to  be  found,  suitable  for 
the  manufacture  of  flints. 

Doctor  Mitchill  will  please  to  unite,  with  doctors 
Pendergrast  and  Ross,  in  a report  of  the  result  of 
their  researches. 

JOSEPH  BLOOMFIELD, 

Brig.  Gen.  Command , 

Report  of  the  commissioners , stating  the  existence  of 
flint  stones  on  the  banks  of  the  Musconetcong  river , 
in  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

New-York,  August  2,  1812. 
Sir — We  participated  the  solicitude  felt  by  your 
excellency  and  the  other  friends  of  our  country,  on 
the  subject  of  flints  for  the  supply  of  our  musquetry 
during  tfie  war  ; and  vve  heartily  concurred  in  the. 
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opinion,  that  a search  ought  to  be  made  for  a do 
mestic  supply. 

It  immediately  occurred  to  us,  that  the  same  sub- 
ject had  given  great  uneasiness  to  our  predecessors 
in  1776.  On  the  day  that  produced  the  declaration 
of  independence,  and  after  the  ratification  of  that 
instrument,  congress  was  occupied  in  deliberating 
upon  this  very  subject.  The  board  of  war  was  im- 
mediately authorised  to  employ  such  a number  of 
persons  as  they  might  find  necessary,  to  rnauufac 
tare  flints  for  the  continent ; and  for  effectuatmg 
the  object,  to  apply  to  the  respective  assemblies, 
conventions,  and  councils  or  committees  of  safety, 
in  the  different  states,  counties  and  towns,  for  in- 
formation where  the  best  siiicious  minerals  existed, 
and  who  were  the  persons  most  skilled  in  manufac 
turing  them. 

So  pressing  was  the  want  of  this  article,  that  the 
journal  contains  a record  made  at  that  memorable 
sitting,  of  an  express  sent  from  Philadelphia  to 
Orange  county  in  New-Yotk,  at  the  public  ex 
pense,to  obtain  a sample  of  the  flint  stone  alleged  by 
a member  to  abound  in  that  region. 

And  as  late  as  the  1 Oth  November,  1777,  congress 
directed  their  committee  of  foreign  affairs  to  write 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  in  France 
and  Spain,  not  only  to  purchase  flints  among  the 
military  stores,  but  to  procure  and  send  over  men 
well  acquainted  with  the  art  of  preparing  them 
from  the  raw  material.  The  intercourse  with  France 
subsisting  after  the  alliance,  seems  to  have  removed 
all  further  anxieties,  by  furnishing  the  requisite 
amount  from  that  country,  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

The  establishment  of  peace  and  the  restoration  of 
commerce,  rendered  it  so  easy  to  bring  flints  from 
abroad,  that  little  or  nothing  has  been  done,  either 
in  exploring  our  extensive  territory  for  silex,  or  in 
manufacturing  it  into  flints,  since  1777,  a term  of 
thirty  five  years. 

The  non  importation  law  hod  ever  since  its  com- 
mencement lessened  the  supply  usually  derived  from 
England.  The  actually  hostility  increases  the  difii 
culty  of  deriving  flints  fr  om  that  quarter,  and  in- 
deed from  the  continent  of  Europe.  It  became 
therefore  necessary  that  a martial  and  independent 
people  should  provide  at  home  the  means  of  perpe 
iuating  their  institutions  and  liberties.  It  could 
not  be  reasonably  supposed,  that  among  the  num 
berless  good  and  excellent  gifts  of  a beneficent  Pro- 
vidence to  our  land,  the  material  under  considera 
tion  should  have  been  withheld. 

Coinciding  with  your  excellency  perfectly  in 
these  sentiments,  and  participating  fully  in  your 
patriotic  feelings,  we  undertook  with  alacrity  the 
service  assigned. 

We  proceeded  by  the  way  of  Morristown  to 
Scbooley’s  mountain,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 
W*  crossed  it  a few  miles  to  the  south  of  II  cketts- 
town.  We  then  passed  the  Musconetcqng  river, 
and  explored  the  fertile  valley  on  its  north  west  side, 
by  the  villages  of  New  Hampton,  As  bury,  and 
Bloomsbury : then  vve  went  to  Easton  and  Bethle- 
hem, in  Pennsylvania.  On  our  return  vve  visited 
Pittstown,  Quaker  town,  Fiemmington,  Somervwle 
and  Springfield:  And  we  assuie  your  excellency 
that  we  should  have  made  a longer  journey,  and 
consumed  more  time  in  its  performance,  had  not 
our  good  fortune  rendered  further  progress  unne- 
cessary. In  the  course  of  our  investigation  vve 
derived  much  topographical  information  from  Da- 
vid Heath,  jun.  and  Henry  Plum,  esquires. 

We  are  happy  to  inform  vour  excellency,  that  in 
several  places  vve  found  Silex  which  sparkl'  d with 
steel,  Specim8jus  were  procured  near  Hacketts- 


town  ; ro:i  the  declivity  of  Schooley’s  mount-fin,  as 
it  .slopes  away  toward  the  Musconelcong  ; in  seve- 
ral plat  es  along  that  river  as  it  runs  to  ward  the  De- 
laware, and  in  the  vicinity  of  Easton.  It  may  not 
be  amiss  to  mention  that  nodules  of  flint  were  ob- 
served on  both  sides  of  the  IMarconctcong  moun- 
tain, along  the  road  between  Bloomsburv  and  Pitts- 
town, and  also  in  the  neighborhood  of'Sortaerv  file. 

But  the  more  considerable  and  interesting  mas -es 
of  these  siiicious  minerals,  which  we  examined., 
were  in  the  town  of  G.eenwich,  in  the  co  :nly  of 
Sussex,  and  in  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  in  the 
county  of  Hunterdon.  The  former  iue  near  the 
residence  of  Messrs.  Williamson  and  Halsizcr,  and 
the  latter  partly  on  the  land  of  brigadier-general 
Fleet. 

We  found  it  impossible,  dufing  the  time  and  un- 
der the  circumstances  allotted  for  our  researches,  td 

travel  far  from  ihe  road  or  to  dig  into  the  earth 

Enough  was  offered  to  our  view,  not  very  distant 
from  the  highway,  nor  covered  deep  under  ground 
to  satisfy  us  that  here  were  plentiful  magazines  of 
the  Silex,  both  for  the  army  and  the  arts.  Doubt- 
less a wider  and  deeper  survey  will  bring  to  light 
infinitely  more  than  we  had  the  opportunity  to  see. 

The  quality  of  much  of  this  flint  appears  very 
promising.  Specimens  of  the  several  kinds  which 
we  found  are  herewith  transmitted,  that  they  may 
be  subjected  to  the  examination  of  artists,  as  well  as 
of  scientific  and  practical  men.  We  beg  your  excel- 
lency to  consider  them  as  the  proofs  and  vouchers 
which  substantiate  this  report.  The  greasy  feel, 
the  concavo-convex  fract  ure,  the  contiguity  to  .lime 
stone,  and  the  power  of  readily  communicating 
fire  to  tinder,spunk  and  gunpowder,  are -impressive 
and  characteristic  marks,  in  the.  hand- o.  competent 
workmen  we  are  firmly  persuaded  that  it  is  capable 
of  receiving  the  proper  dress  and  figure.  This  con- 
clusion is  drawn  from  the  fact,  that  already  these 
home  made  flints  have  been  successfully  employed 
bv  the  inhabitants  in  their  rifles  and  fowling  pieces. 
We  hope  this  intelligence  will  be  the  more  reasona- 
ble, inasmuch  as  since  the  18th  of  June,  when  war 
was  declared,  imported  flints  have  advanced  from 
iwo  to  twenty  dollars  a thousand. 

On  tills  occasion,  sir,  permit  us  to  congratulate 
all  the  friends  of  theUuited  States,  on  the  disclosure, 
that  they  are  at  this  moment  as  independent  of  fo- 
reigners for  the  material  of  gun  flints,  as  they  are 
foriron,  lead  and  saltpetre.  And  indulge  us,  like- 
wise, in  avowing  the  pleasures  ive  feel  in  declaring 
how  few  of, the  articles  necessary  for  out  safety,  are 
of  foreign  production  or  at  thedisposal  or  control  of 
our  enemies. 

We  have  the  honor  to  renew  the  assurance  of  our 
high  and  particular  respect. 

SAMUEL  L.  MITCHILL, 

G.  E.  PEN  DERG  HAST, 
Hospital  Surgeon  L . S.  A. 
WILLIAM  ROSS. 

Characters  of  the  flint  referred  lo  in  the.  report. 

The  principal  species  and  varieties  of  flint  which 
vve  collected,  are  the  following  Lo  wit: 

1.  Yellowish  Silex ; possessing  some  chart?  rt^s 
common  to  quartz  and  chalcedony,  striking  fire 
readily,  butratrher  too  liable  to  be  cracked  and  shi- 
vered. 

2.  Black  Silex,  of  a shattered  constitution  and  too 
square  and  brittle  far  flints. 

3.  Deep  black  Si lex,  breaking  with  concavo  con- 
vex surface  ; very  pure;  of  a greasy  feel,  and  quite 
fil  for  the  purpose. 

4.  Brownish  Silex,  breaking  and  feeling  like  the 
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former  ; finely  semi  transparent  and  horny,  and 
fcasiiv  shaped  into  flints. 

5,  Site  x xtiiih  stripes  of  black  and  white  ; somewhat 
ye-embling  otivx,  but  apt  to  be  fl  iky. 

6,  Fellow  Silex,  resembling  coarse  chalcedony 
god 

7,  Da 'iky  Silex  ; somewhat  variegated,  running 
into  v.  hiti.-.h  quartz,  and  pr.  neto  be  scaly. 

Of  these  the'  samples  designated  of  No.  1,  2,  5, 
£ and  7,  are  chiefly  objects  ol  mineralogical  ctiriosi 
ty.  Those  Bel.  urging  to  numbers  3 and  4,  are  con. 
sidered  as  materials  for  a economical  use. 

From  the  Nrtv  York  Gazette. 

Having  observed  in  your  Gazette  of  yesterday,  a 
communication  from  Dr.-  Samuel  L.  Mitchill,*  G. 
E.  Pendergr  ast,  and  Wm,  M.  Ross,  to  general 
Bloomfield.  respecting  flint-stone,  make  known  to 
thou-,  gentlemen,  or  whomever  it  may  concern  that 
within  thirteen  miles  of  the  Mohawk  river  plenty 

the  very  best  flmt  stone  may  hr  had,  wh  ch  is  ve- 
ry  much  at  their  service.  Enquire  at  the  office  of 
this  Gazette. 


North  Carolina  Patriotism. 

A grave  grey  headed  company  of  veterans,  has 
hist  been  formed  in  the  county  of  Rowan,  consist- 
ing of  citizens  over  43  and  under  80  years  of  age  for 
borne  service.  Upwards  of  30  have  already  entered, 
and  several  others  have  signified  their  intention  of 
doing  So — so  that  this  aged  patriot  band  will 
not  consist  of  less  than  fifty.  They  have  elected 
Nathan  Douse  thGr  captain,  The  following  are 
their  articles  of  association  : 

ARTICLES 

Of  a Company,  called  u Silver  Locks  '* 

We,  the  undersigned  soldiers,  having  many  of  us 
fought  for  our  liberty  in  the  revolution,  and  now 
f.  utn  Qur  advanced  age  are  unable  to  undergo  the 
s«iue  hards  nips  in  the  field  as  formerly  * yet.  our 
bosoms  swell  with  indignation,  when  we  hear  of  our 
honor  and  independence  being  insulted  by  foreign 
enemies,  who  have  not  only  begun  the  awful  work 
of  death  themselves,  but  encouraged  the  savage 
bribe  to  spill  the  blood  of  our  innocent  brethren  on 
Our  frontier,  regarding  neither  sex  nor  age  : 

We,  therefore,  are  willing  to  aid  our  beloved 
Country,  in  exerting  our  influence,  by  making  short 
excursions,  in  this  upper  country,  in  opposing  the 
enemy,  or  suppressing  the  influence  of  .dangerous 
&pd  ill  designing  men  (as  we  fear  may  exist  amono 
ys;  in  every  instance,  so  far  as  we  may  be  justified 
by  the  laws  cf  our  country.  As  we  are  now  in  a 
State  of  war,  we  wish  for  all  persons  to  be  united  in 
supporting  our  independence  and  republican  insti 
fctptonsy  We,  theTeiore,  mutually  bind  ourselve-  to 
ft  hide  the  decisions  of  th  officer. s'who  shall  be  elect- 
ed by  our  company,  and  be  ready  at  a moment’s 
Warning,  m »1!  expeditions,  either  by  day  or  night 
mutually  agreed  to,  dqring  the  war,  & ’ 

Signed  at  our  muster  this  JSth  July  1812.  fHere 
follow  the  names.]  L 


Orders  in  Council  Revoked. 

6 f i- 1 c i Ah—Supp/ement  to  t he  London  Gazette,  Tues- 
day. June  23,  1812. 

A1'  the  court  at  CVTon  house,  the  23d  day  of  June, 
present,  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  in 
council. 

W odeas  hi.-,  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  was 
phased  to  declare,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  hb 
m-fje-  tv,  fcn  the ,21st  of  April,  1812.  “ That  if  at 

any  time  hereafter,  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees 


shall  by  some  authentic  act  of  the  French  govern- 
ment, publicly  promulgated,  be  absolute.lv  and  un- 
conditionally repealed,  then,  and  from  thence,  the 
order  in  council  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  and 
the  order  in  council  of  the  2oth  of  A.pri!,  1809,  shall 
without  any  farther  order,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby  declared  from  thenceforth  to  be  wholly  and 
absolutely  revoked.” 

And  whereas  the  charge  des  affaires  of  the  U. 
Spates  of  America,  resident  at  this  court,  did,  on 
the  2Ut  day  of  May  last,  transmit  to  lord  viscount 
Castlereagh,  one  ol  his  majesty’s  principal  secreta- 
ries,' a copy  of  a certain  instrument,  then  for  the 
find  time  communicated  to  this  court,  purporting 
to  be  a decree  passed  by  the  government  of  France, 
on  the  28th  day  of  April,  18U,  by  which  the  decrees 
of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  declared  to  be  definitely  no 
longer  in  force  in  regard  to  American  vessels  : 

And  whereas  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent, 
although  he  cannot  consider  the  tenor  of  said  in- 
strument as  satisfying  the  conditions  set  forth  in  the 
said  order  of  the  21si  of  April  list,  upon  which  the 
said  orders  were  to  cease  and  determine, is  neverthe- 
less disposed,  on  his  part,  to  take  such  measures 
as  may  tend  to  re  establish  the  intercourse  between 
neutral  and  belligerent  nations,  upon  its  accustom- 
ed principles,  his  royal  h;ghness  the  prince  regent, 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  is 
therefore  pleased  by  and  with  the  advice  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s privy  council,  to  order  and  declare,  and  it  is 
hereby  ordered  and  declared,  that  the  order  in  .coun- 
cil beaming  date  the  7th  day  of  January,  1807,  and 
•tfie  order  in  council  bearing  dafe  the  26th  of  April, 
181)9,  be  revoked,  so  far  as  may  regard  American 
vessels  and  their  cargoes,  being  American  property,, 
from  the  first  day  of  August  next. 

But  whereas  by  certain  acts  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  all  British  armed 
vessels  are  excluded  from  the  harbors  and  waters  of 
the  said  United  States,  the  armed  vessels  of  France 
being  permitted  to  enter  therein,  and  the  cots,mer' 
ciai  intercourse  between  Great  Britain  and  tliejiaid 
United  States  is  interdicted,  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  France  and  the  said  United  States 
having  been  restored  ; his  roj7al  highness  the  prince 
regent  ia  pleased  hereby  further  to  declare,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  that  if  the 
government  of  the  said  United  States  shall  not  as 
soon  as  may  be,  after  this  order  shall  have  been  duly 
notified  by  his  majesty’s  minister  in  America  to 
the  said  government,  revoke  or  cause  to  be  revoked 
the  said  acts,  this  present  order  shall,  in  that  case, 
after  clear  notice  signified  by  his  majesty’s  minister 
in  America,  to  the  said  government,  be  thenceforth 
null  and  of  no  effect. 

It  is  further  ordered  and  declared,  that  all  Ame- 
rican vessels  and  their  cargoes,  being  American 
property,  that  shall  have  been  captured  subsequent- 
ly to  the  28th  of  May  last,  for  a breach  of  the  afore- 
said orders  in  council  alone,  and.  which  shall  not 
have  been  actually  condemned  before  the  date  of 
this  order,  and  that  all  ships  and  cargoes  as  afore- 
said, that  shall  henceforth  be  captured  under  the 
aid  orders,,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  August  next, 
shall  not  be  proceeded  against  to  condemnation,  un- 
til further  orders,  hut  shall,  in  the  event  of  this 
older  not  becoming  null  and  of  no  effect,  in  the 
case  aforesaid,  be  forthwith  liberated  and  restored, 
subject  to  such  reasonable  expences  on  the  part  of 
the  captors,  as  shall  have  been  justly  incurred. 

Provided  that  nothing  in  the  order  contained  re- 
specting the  revocation  of  the  orders  herein  men- 
tioned, shall  be  taken  to  revive  wholly,  or  in  part, 
the  orders  in  council  ®f  the  JIth  of  November, 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER MISCELLANEOUS 


393 


1807,  or  any  other  ordc'-  not  herein  mentioned,  or 
to  deprive  parties  of  anv  legal  remedy  to  which  they 
may  be  entitled,  under  the  order  in  council,  of  the 
21- 1 of  April,  1812. 

His  royal  highness  the  prince  regent  is  hereby 
pleased  further  to  declare,  in  the  name,  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  majesty,  that  nothing  in  the  present 
order  contained  shall  be  understood  to  preclude  his 
royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  if  circumstances 
shall  so  require,  from  restoring  after  reasonable 
notice,  the  orders  of  the  7th  January,  1807,  and 
the  26th  of  April,  1809,  or  any  part  thereof,  to 
their  full  effect,  or  from  taking  such  other  measures 
of  retaliation  against  the  enemy,  as  may  appear  to 
his  royal  highness  to  he  just  and  necessary. 

And  the  right  honorable  the  lords  commissioner4 
of  his  majesty’s  treasury,  his  majesty’s  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty,  and  the  judge  of  the  high  court  of  ad 
miralty,  and  the  judge  of  the  court  of  vice  admi- 
ralty, are  to  take  the  necessary  measures  herein,  as 
to  them  may  respectively  appertain. 


Miscellaneous. 

Instances  of  Extraordinary  Fecundity. 

In  the  borough  of  Leice*ter,  in  the  parish  and 
church  of  St.  Martin,  (according  to  Hakewell,)  is 
the  following  remarkable  epitaph  : 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  John  Heyrick,  of  t hi* 
parish,  who  departed  this  life  the  2d  April,  1589, 
being  about  the  age  of  76  years  ; he  did  marry 
Mary,  the  daughter  of  John  Bond,  of  Wardend,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick,  Esq.  He  lived  with  the 
said  Mary,  in  one  house,  full  fifty  two  years  ; and  in 
all  that  time,  never  buried  man,  woman  or  child, 
though  they  were  sometimes  twenty  in  household. 
H ■:  had  issue  by  the  said  Mary,  five  sons  and  seven 
daughters*  The  said  John  was  Mayor  ofthetown, 
1559,  and  again  anno,  1572.  The  said  Mary  lived 
to  ninety  seven  years,  and  departed  the  8th  Decem- 
ber Kill.  She  did  see  before  her  departure,  of  her 
children  and  children’s  children,  to  the  number  of 
U2. 

In  Markshall  church  in  Esrex,  on  Mrs.  Honey 
wood’s  tomb,  is  this  inscription  : 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Mary  Waters,  the  daugh- 
ter and  co-heir  of  Robert  Waters,  ofLenkham,  in 
Kent,  Esquire,  wife  of  Robert  Honey  wood,  of  Cha 
ring,  in  Kent,  E quire,  her  only  husband  ; who  had 
a’  her  decease,  lawfully  descended  from  her,  36? — 
sixteen  of  her  own  body,  1H  grand  children,  228  in 
the  third  generation,  and  nine  in  the  fourth.  She 
lived  a most  pious  life,  and  in  a Christian  manner 
died  here  in  Markshall,  in  the  93d  year  o!  her  age 
and  in  the  forty  fourth  of  her  widowhood,  May  1 1 tb, 
1629. 

The  following  inscription  is  to  be  found  on  a 
tombstone  in  the  church-yard  of  Heyden,  in  York- 
shire— 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  William  Strutton,  of  Pad- 
ringt on,  buried  the  18th  of  May.  1734,  aged  97  ; who 
had  bv  his  first  wife  28  children,  and  by  a second 
wife  1 7 : was  father  to  45,  grand-fa'.her  to  88,  great 
grand  father  to  97,  and  great  great  grand  father  to 
23— in  all  251. 

ClaudiusCassar. — ft  is  related  (by  Joseph.  An 
tiq.  Jud.  b.  19,  c.  2.)  that  at  the  time  when  Caius 
Caligula  was  slain,  Claudius  Csear,  .seeing  that  all 
was  fui!  of  sedition  and  slaughter,  thrust  himself 
into  a hole  to  hide  hftnself,  though  he  had  no  cause, 


save  the  greatness  of  his  birth,  to  he  apprehensive 
of  danger.  Being  thus  found,  he  was  drawn  outby 
the  soldiers,  and  when  from  fear  and  dread  of  death 
he  be-ought  their  nrrercy — they  took  him  upon  their 
shoulders,  carried  him  to  the  camp,  and  proclaim- 
ed him  emperor. 

MEPUITTC  GAS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Connecticut  Mirror. 

SIR — On  serin"  an  account  in  a late  Philadelphia  paper,  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Yassar,  of  Pougi.ktepsie,  in  consequence  of  the 
effect  of  mephitic  gas.  I fit  a derive  of  compunction  foi  havings* 
long:  omitted  to  publish  the following  facts  : 

Alx>ut  six  years  ago,  in  the  town  of  Deerfield, (Mass.)  which  was 
then  the  place  of  my  residence,  I was  present,  in  three  or  four  mi- 
nutes alter  a young1  man  had  been  taken  from  a well  in  a state  of 
insensibility,  and  apparently  iiear  death.  Soon,  however,  his  sys- 
tem became  universally  and  extremely  convulsed.  Medical  assis- 
tance was  immediately  obtained.  No  medicine  could  be  adminis- 
tered. Several  attempts  Mere  mad-'  to  bleed,  but  without  effect. 
A tepid  bath  was  also  tried  without  effect.  Friction  and  various 
other  external  applications  were  resort-  d to,  but  all  to  no  good  pur- 
pose. T he  convulsions  continued.  In  about  five  hours  the  miscra- 
)le  object  appeared  to  he  sinking  into  death,  and  just  upon  the 
point  of  expiring.  At  this  time  it  occurred  to  my  mind  that  if  oxy- 
gen could  be  administered,  it  might  possibly  restore  him— but  hav- 
ing no  proper  means  of  obtaining  it,  and  having  found,  from  some 
former  experiments,  that  the  herb  vulgarly  called  barrage,  con*- 
tallied  a considerably  quantity  of  this  gas— and  on  enquiry  being 
informed,  that  a plenty  might  be  immediately  obtained,  I conclud- 
ed. to  make  trial  of  it.  I soon  broke  a large  handful  ar.d  nlaced  it  at 
his  nose.  In  two  minutes  respiration  Mas  evidently  better. 
In  four  or  five  minutes  he  spoke,  and  used  some  bodily  exertion, 
but  M-as  mentally  deranged.  He  noM-  discovered  an  inclination  to 
obtain  the  effluvia  of  the  barrage.  Another  handful  of  the  broken 
l-.-av.--s  was  placed  as  before*  In  ten  minutes  his  reason  returned, 
with  a considerable  degree  of  his  strength.  He  now  called  for  more 
of  the  herb  and  manifested  great  satisfaction  in  breathing  through 
it.  Applications  of  it  were  made  for  about  an  hour,  w hen  lie  was 
able  to  walk.  The  next  day  he  M as  comfortable— and  called  on  me 
and  expressed  himself  in  the  following  manner:  “In  all  my  life  I 
never  smelt  anything  so  sweet  and  good,  nor  gave  me  so  much 
pleasure  astheburrage  did,  from  the  time  I awaked  until  I got  on 
my  feet.” 

A surprizing  effect  was  produced  on  this  itk-i  by  this  herb,  and 
it  is  left  with,  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  to  decide  whether  it  Mas 
produced  by  the  oxygen,  or  by  some  other  quality  or  virtue  of  this 
plant. 

This  publication  is  made  in  hopes  that  some  other  unfortunate 
persons  may  receive  relief  by  the  application  of  the  same  remedy, 

JOHN  TAYLOR* 

Enfield,  July  4,  1811. 

A PENDULUM  MILL  MACHINE. 

A model  is  deposited  at  the  patent  office,  Washington  city.  Its 
utility  must  lie  apparent  to  every  person  that  lias  the  least  know- 
ledge of  the  force  required  to  work  various  kinds  of  mills  upon 
examining  the  same.i  There  is  at  present  to  he  seer  at  the  farm  of 
the  subscriber  a machine  in  actual  operation  with  a jiendulum  of 
600  weight— a rdg  wheel  of  three  te  a diameter  is  kept  in  complete- 
motion  by  the  same,  with  u iiicljjias  been  dragged  25  cwt. ; and 
IS  act.  has  been  raised  over  a pupyhy  winding  a rope  round  the 
shaft  of  the  wheel.  The.  machinery  is  of  a simple  construction  and 
is  kept  in  motion  with  ease  by  the  strength  of  a man’s  arm — a small 
quantity  of  water  can  heappiied  to  keep  the  pendulum  in  motion. 
It  is  easy  to  construct  a machine  of  this  kind  upon  a large  scalq, 
that  will  move  or  raise  tons  weight,  and  the  machine  will  be  kept 
in  motion  with  ease  by  the  (mver  of  a man's  arm.  Any  person  de- 
sirous of  obtaining  a patent  will  please  to  apply  to  the  patentee  at 
Marble  Plat  farm  ;*  or,  during  the  present  session  of  congress,  at 
his  lodgings,  Washington  city. 

JOSEPH  LEFEVRE, 

Strasburg , Lancaster  county , Penn.  June  3,  1812, 

N.  B.  The  prejudiced  and  unbelieving  are  invited  to  call  and  sea 
and  judge  for  themselves. 

A CURE  FOR  BURNS. 

[From  the  Albany  Ga'ett  \] 

A son  of  mine,  a short  time  since,  while  playing  with  other  boys, 
with  fire  balls  composed  of  tow  dipped  in  spirits  of  turpentine, 
gunpowder,  See.  was  burned- in  a shocking  manner,  by  having  one 
of  the  balls  accidentally  thrown  into  his  face.  Having  noticed  the 
application  of  cotton  recommended  in  the  Baltimore  Medical  Ly- 
ceum, in  cases  of  hums,  I was  induced  to  make  the  experiment. 
I covered  the  side  of  the  face  which  was  now  so  swollen  as  to  close 
the  eye,  and  blister.. d nil  over,  the  skin  also  in  some  pints  broken 
by  his  having  washed  it  in  cold  water,  immediately  after  the  acci- 
dent had  taken  place.  I did  not  remove  the  cotton  fpr  ten  days  ; 
during  which  time  he  inner  complained  of  the  least  pain,  and  when 
removed  I found  it  perfectly  well,  leaving  no  sort  of  a mark  except 
tu-our  three  spots  rather  darker  than  the  rest  of  the  skin,  but  which 
have  since  dis  appeared.  As  a remedy  so  efficacious,  and  so  easily 
procured,  ought  to  hn  made  public  for  the  benefit  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  I request  the  «•  erty  to  communicate  the  same  through 
the  medium  of  your  paper. 

JOHN  COOK. 


* Marble  Plat  farm  is  situated  23  miles  from  the  fide  water  of  the 
Chesapeake  bay,  near  Havre-de-Graee. 
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Vessels  of  War. 

A general  view  of  the  dimensions  of  the  most  approved  ships  of  each  class , in  the  British 
navy.  Prepared  from  authentic  papers , for  the  Register. 


Note. — Fractions  omitted.  When  more  than  a half,  added,  when  less  than  a half  unnoticed. 


DIMENSIONS  OF  SHIPS  AND 
APPURTENANCES. 
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thickness  . 

. , 

• inches 

37 

36 

34 

31 

28 

26 

25 

23 

23 

18 

Flying  gib  boom  . 

length 

yards 

17 

17 

16 

15 

13 

13 

12 

12 

11 

9 

'Fore  yard 

do 

. do 

30 

28 

28 

26 

24 

23 

i 21 

22 

IS 

16 

Main  yard 

do  . 

. do 

34 

32 

32 

30 

28 

27 

25 

25 

22 

18 

Mizen  yard 

do 

. do 

29 

27 

29 

27 

25 

24 

• 22 

20 

20 

8 

Guns — gun  deck  , 

. 

no. 

30 

28 

28 

26 

22 

20 

26 

24 

2C 

14 

Metal 

. 

pounds 

42 

32 

38 

24 

• 24 

18 

. 12 

9 

S 

6 

Middle  deck 

. , 

. no. 

28 

30 

Metal 

. 

pounds 

24 

18 

Upper  deck 

. 

. no. 

30 

i 30 

.28 

i 26 

. 22 

20 

Metal 

. 

pounds 

12 

12 

i 18 

i 18 

i 12 

S 

i 

f Quarter  deck  and  rorecast>e  . 

. no. 

12 

2 

18 

12 

: 6 

2 

i 6 

4 

i Metal — weight 

• 

pounds 

6 

•s 

1 9 

) - c 

I 6 

i 6 

i 6 

2 

A 42  pounder 

is  9 feet  6 inches  lonrr, 

6 

12  inches  in 

the  bore,  and  weighs  65  cwt, 

32 

do 

9 

6 

do 

6 

. 

50 

24 

do 

9 

do 

5 

1-2  . . 

48 

18 

do 

9 

do 

5 

, 

39 

12 

do 

9 

do 

4 

12 

34 

9 

do 

7 

6 

do 

4 

25 

6 

do 

6 

do 

3 

1-2 

. 16 

3 

do 

4 

6 

do 

3 

. . 

6 

The  foregoing  table  is  formed  and  inserted  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a gewera/idea  of  the  dimen- 
sions and  force  of  a ship,  on  hearing  her  rate  mentioned  in  the  newspapers.  But  their  actual  force  in 
guns  is  commonly  from  a fomth  to  a third  more  than  they  are  rated — and  their  weight  of  metal  and 
many  other  particulars,  difler  widely  from  the  rules  of  the  admiralty,  being  governed  by  various  partir 
(tular  circumstances,  in  the  make  or  construction  of  the  vessels. 


On  the  Navy— brief  remarks. 

The  universal  attention  excited  bv  our  squadron 
under  commodore  Rodgers  ; the  high  interest  with 
which  his  tract  has  been  followed,  and  the  great 
hopes  and  fears  for  his  safety  and  success,  naturally 
provoke  a wish  that  our  navy  was  of  sufficient 
force  to  chase  the  marauders  from  our  coast  and 
clear  the  neighboring  seas  of  the  enemy.  But  there 
is  a certain  something  necessary  to  the  equipment 
of  a navy  beyond  a certain  extent,  diametrically  at 
war  with  the  spirit  of  our  constitution  ; for  it  ap 
pears^from  t|ie  practice  of  all  nations,  that  a large 


maritime  force  cannot  be  supported  without  imr 
pressing  the  seamen,  Yet,  perhaps , to  this  extent 
— while  the  supplies  of  men  can  be  had  by  voluntary 
enlistments,  the  United  States  will  see  the  necessi- 
ty of  a navy,  and  create  it ; not  to  compete  with  the 
old  navies  of  Europe  on  the  high  seas,  but  adequate 
to  meet,  as  occasion  requires,  some  of  their  squad- 
rons detached  to  our  coasts.  To  what  force  this 
extent  reaches,we  are  by  no  means  prepared  to  say; 
but  it  is  possible  we  might  raise  six  ships  of  the 
line,  and  twenty  stout  frigates  in  all,  with  as  many 
more  smaller  vessels, being  a very  respectable  estab- 
lishment. Yet  we  have  at  this  moment  from  1ft® 
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to  120  armed  vessels  at  sea,  carrying  from  700  to.  will  follow  ; an  event  that  might  have  been  postpon- 
800  cannon,  and  about  8,000  men.  Many  other  ed  for  many  years,  if  moderation  had  directed  her 
vessels  are  fitting  out,  and  our  actual  force  engaged  councils 
in  privateering,  will  in  a short  lime  be  equal  to  200 

vessels,  with  1,500  guns  and  18  or  20,000  men. 

The  effect  of  these  vessels  (and  others  that  will 
be  fitted  out  if  they  are  successful)  is  yet  to  be  seen  ; 
and  a problem,  perhaps,  of  difficult  solution,  will 
arise  as  to  the  manner,  according  to  the  means  we 
possess  and  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  in  which 
we  can  best  assail  an  enemy. 


Political  Remarks. 


CURRENTS  CALAJIO  — 

The  famous  orders  in  council  are  at  length  con- 
ditional!)7 repealed.  (See  the  official  article,  page 
392.)  * They  have  been  reluctantly  abandoned,  and 

the  right  to  apply  them  again  is  asserted  and  reserv 
ed.  The  ministry  have  yielded  to  the  pressure  of 
poverty  on  their  own  people,  uninfluenced  by  any 
regard  to  the  rights  of  neutrals  or  the  love  of  justice. 
The  manufacturers  of  England  have  been  driven  al- 
most to  madness  by  the  want  of  employment  and 
deficiency  of  food  ; and,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
they  appeared  disposed  to  wrest  a subsistence  from 
their  oppressors.  An  important  object,  as  they 
supposed,  was  obtained  by  the  revocation  of  these 
orders — an  unrestrained  intercourse  with  the  Unit 
ed  States  was  sweetly  anticipated,  and  they  looked 
for  a liberal  supply  of  provisions,  with  a brisk  mar- 
ket for  their  accumulated  fabrications,  in  conse- 
qence: — what  will  be  the  feelings  of  the  poor  and 
exhausted  manufacturer,  when  the  cup  of  consola- 
tion is  cast  from  his  lips  by  ascertaining,  that  the 
outrages  of  his  government  have  compelled  the  long 
suffering  Americans  to  resort  to  arms,  to  retaliate, 
to  redress  and  terminate  their  wrongs  ?f 

A fearful  crisis  is  approaching  in  England.  No- 
thing but  the  greatest  efforts  of  her  greatest  men 
can  avert  a dreadful  revolution.  Though  every 
ramification  of  the  government  is  corrupt,  and  the 
putridity  is  daily  increased,  we  had  rather  that  the 
pruning  knife  than  the  axe  should  be  laid  to  the  po- 
litical tree.  We  sincerely  wish  that  England  may 
remain  on  the  map  of  the  world,  a great  and  mighty 
nation — we  desire  nothing  but  justice  ; a simple 


Many  private  letters  assure  us  that  the  royal  fami- 
ly, with  the  nobility  and  bishops,  and  other  great 
men,  are  spoken  of  by  the  populace  in  London , at 
the  public  places,  with  as  little  veneration  as  a vil- 
lage lawyer  in  Connecticut  speaks  of  the  president 
and  congress  of  the  United  States.  With  us  this 
freedom  of  sentiment  constitutes  the  government; 
but  the  case  is  vastly  different  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water,  where  the  divine  right  of  kings  is  taught 
from  the  pulpit,  and  fraud  and  fear  are  tne  chief  pil- 
lars of  the  administration.  To  imagine  the  death, 
of  the  king  is  high  treason  in  England — and  the  law 


is  so  established  to  forbid  the  people  from  accustom- 
ing themselves  to  the  idea  that  a king  may  die  like 
another  man  ! Every  monarchy  is  supported,  more 
or  less,  by  that  clerical  blasphemy  and  political 
knavery  that  gives  immortality  to  the  Lama  of  Thibet , 
in  the  estimation  of  the  stupid  wretches  that  worship 
him.  Tear  the  surplice  from  the  hypocrite  and  the 
mask  from  the  royalist;  let  their  deformity  be  ma- 
nifest to  the  people  ; let  them  becom t familiar  with, 
the  idea  of  ridding  themselves  of  the  monsters  and 
drones  that  eat  out  their  substance — and  who  shall 
calculate  where  their  vengeance  will  stop  ? It  has 
been  remarked  that  in  revolutionary  France,  those 
provinces  which  were  most  encumbered  by  nobles 
and  priests  were  the  scenes  of  the  greatest  excesses. 
And  so  it  will  be  in  every  part  of  the  world  where 
the  people  once  break  down  the  political  and  religi- 
ous barriers  that  have  been  artful!}7  placed  between, 
them  and  their  rights.  If  a revolution  shall  happen 
in  England,  it  w ill  commence  in  the  manufacturing 
districts,  but  be  less  sanguinary  in  them  than  in 
others,  as  they  have  a smaller  portion  of  the  nobility 
resident  in  them. 

■The  state  of  society  in  England  is  truly  distress- 
ing. A partial  famine  prevails  ; the  country  is  at 
war  with  almost  every  nation  of  the  civilized  world  ; 
industry  is  at  a pause,  not  having  vent  for  its  produc- 
tions ; the  poor-rates  have  been  trebled  within  a 
few  years  ; three  fourths  of  the  laboring  classes  are 
paupers,  for  the  price  of  labor,  even  of  those  em- 
ployed, is  so  much  reduced,  that  the  manufacturer 
by  toiling  sixteen  hours  out  of  every  twenty-four, 
cannot  subsist  himself  ana  his  wife,  upon  the  coars- 


pplication  of  the  golden  rule,  that  she  will  do  unto  est  diet  ; ingenuity  has  been  put  to  the  rack  for 


us  as  she  would  that  other  nations  should  do  unto 
her.  The  unprincipled  conduct  of  her  rulers  have 
driven  us  into  many  measures  powerfully  calculated 
to  sap  the  foundation  of  her  prosperity  ; and  will, 
besides,  drive  across  the  Atlantic  a large  portion  of 
her  manufacturing  capital,  with  artists  in  abundance. 
An  instant  rivalry  in  the  great  market  of  the  world 


* There  is  one  circumstance  attending  the  prince 
regent’s  revocation  of  the  orders  in  council  which 
deserves  to  be  particularly  noticed — a renunciation 
of  the  very  principle  upon  which  his  former  declara 


new  objects  of  taxation,  for  every  thing  seemed  tax- 
ed as  high  as  it  would  bear;  yet  the  revenue  has  fallen 
short  many  millions  : in  the  mean  time  the  expen 
ces  of  government , as  it  is  called,  are  enormously 
increased,  for  corruption  has  a daily  growth,  and 
placemen  and  pensioners  are  continually  multiplied. 
The  loan  demanded  for  the  service  of  the  present 
year,  is  of  greater  amount  than  the  whole  national 
debt  of  the  United  States,  twice  told.  Besides,  ano- 
ther loan  was  expected  ; for  on  the  question  being 
asked  by  the  bidders,  the  minister  would  not  pledge 
himself  to  the  contrary — anticipating  a further  di- 
minution of  revenue.  With  such  an  estimate,  what 
How  far  will  the  re- 


tion  was  founded,  namely  ; the  restoration  of  neu 

tral commerce  to  its  original  footing.  The  decree  of  effect  will  the  new  tear  have  ? 

Napoleon  expressly  limiting  his  revocation  to  the  | venue  be  touched  hy  the  irresistible  activity  and  en- 


exdusive  benefit  of  the  United  States.  See  the 
declaration.  Weekly  Register,  vol.  II.  page  229. 

f Hostilities  between  France  and  Russia' had  not 
commenced.  The  last  accounts  left  Bonaparte  at 
Dantzic.  His  first  object  it  is  said,  will  be  to  shut 
up  the  Baltic  completely — “ a circumstance,  (says 
a Dublin  paper)  no  doubt  to  be  deeply  lamented,  but 
in  a great  measure  qualified  by  the  repeal  of  the  or 
ders  in  council,  which  opens  America  once  more 
our  commerce. 


terpriseof  100,000  American  seamen,  prepared  or 
preparing  themselves  to  assail  the  British  commerce 
in  every  sea — to  cut  off  supplies  from  abroad,  and 
forbid  exportations,  with  safety.  The  Americans 
will  prove  themselves  an  enemy  more  destructive 
than  Great  Britain  ever  had  on  the  ocean — they 
will  do  deeds  that  other  sailors  would  hardly  dare 
to  reflect  on.  Witness  their  exploits  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  and  at  Tripoli  ; in  which,  perhaps, 
not  a single  instance  occurred  of  their  being  defeat- 
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ed  by  an  equal  force,  though  cases  of  the  contrary  ( 
are  numerous.  Wnat  part  of  the  enemy’s  trade 
will  be  safe  ? France,  duly  estimating  the  capacity 
of  America  to  injure  a common  enemy,  will  open 
ail  the  ports  of  the  cantinent  as  places  of  refuge  and 
deposit  for  our  privateers,  and  all  the  fleets  of  Eng- 
land cannot  confine  them  to  their  harbors,  at  home 
or  abroad.  The  British  channel  itself  will  be  vex 
ed  by  their  enterprises  ; and  100  sail  of  armed  ves- 
sels be  in  dcquatelo  the  protection  of  the  trade 
passing  through  it.  For  the  probability  of  these 
things,  let  Lloyd* $ lists  from  1777  to  :83  be  referred 
to.  Terror  will  pervade  the  commercial  mind,  and 
mighty  bankruptcies  follow  ; to  all  which  will  be 
superadded  the  great  privations  of  the  manufactur- 
ers, andvthe  inej^ased  distresses  of  the  poor.  More 
money  must  be  raised — for  the  national  expenditure 
will  be  greatly  augmented, — every  ship  must  be  put 
in  commission,  if  possible — and  the  war  being  pro 
secuted  chiefly  ata  distance,  willbe  the  more  costly. 
Will  the  minister  obtain  a new  loan  to  fight  the 
United  States  ? What  is  to  consume,  or  take  out  or 
the  market,  the  mighty  paper  medium — the  best  of 
which,  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  are  at  30 
per  cent,  discount  for  gold  and  silver  ! What  will 
become  of  his  navy,  deprived  of  timber  and  stores 
from  Canada,  and  what  will  be  the  situation  of  his 
most  important  colonies,  the 'H'est  India  island*? 
Who  can  count  the  united  eftecte  of  such  events  ? 
It  is  an  awful  estimation  : but  as  peace,  honest  peace , 
is  the  sole  object  we  have  in  view,  let  every  one  by 
his  word,  act  or  deed,  as  the  case  may  be,  give  vi- 
gor to  the  war.  It  must  and  will  terminate  speedi- 
ly with  glory.  May  the  hearts  of  the  British  rul 
ers  be  inclined  with  virtue  to  make  their  peace, while 
opportunity  serves  ! 

It  is  not  pretend ’d  that  all  the  advantages  will  be 
©n  our  side — but  we  are  not  dependent  on  com- 
merce for  existence,  as  Great  Britain  is — it  is  here 
a secondary  consideration  : and,  besides,  for  many 
years  past,  we  have  run  the  gauntlet  through  her 
fleets  and  carried  on  a profitable  trade,  which  the 
circumstances  of  the  war  will  greatly  augment  and 
invigorate. 

Gr  eat  Britain  has  many  warm  friends  in  the  Uni 
ted  States— many  more  than  I suspected  ; but  a 
state  o:  war  is  calculated,  in  a thousand  ways,  to  di 
minish  their  number.  Those  who  are  extremely 
zealous  in  her  behalf,  may  leave  the  country  in  some 
of  the  cartels — others,  less  ardent  in  their  attach 
merits, will  be  affected  by  the  common  sympathy  ; or 
in  many  ways,  on  the  sea  board,  by  interest , patri- 
otism being  thrown  out  of  the  question.  Many  are 
engaged  in  privateering  and  they  impress  the  good 
wishes  of  their  neighbors  and  friends.  Some  per- 
sons as  yet  cannot  fully  believe  we  are  at  war  with 
Great  Britain  ; hut  the  time  will  come  when  they1 
will  be  sure  of  it ; then  will  the  spiiit  of’7G  light  up 
the  dormant  amor  pat-rue  in  their  bosoms,  and  those 
at  present  in  a state  o'  apathy  will  be  among  the  most 
zealous  defenders  of  our  rights.  A thousand  John 
Henry:;  will  not  be  able  to  effect  a diversion  in  favor  of 
the  enemy,  as  some  have  supposed  might  easily  be 
done. The  people  of  New  England, from  whom  she  ap- 
pears to  have  been  led  to  expect  it, have  too  much  mo- 
ther wit  about  them  to  be  made  her  tools  as  the  Spa 
wards  and  Portuguese  are,  setting  aside  their  steady 
republicanism  and  tu  rn  attachment  to  union.  They 
know  very  well  that  an  alliance  with  England  would 
be  the  immediate  annihilation  of  their  shipping  inte 
rest,  heretofor  e supported  by  the  agricultural  labors 
of  the  middle  and  southern  states,  and  that  the  soil 
of  their  own  country  is  inadequate  to  supply  its 
population,  without  that  foreign  trade  which  the 


greater  capital  of  the  ally  would  deprive  them  of  -r 
These  things  wili  be  tested  by  the  ensuing  election 
of  a president  of  the  United  States,  and  Englund 
will  clearly  perceive  the  falshood  ofthe  tales  that  are 
sent  her.  Until  the  issue  of  that  election  is  known, 
unless  there  appears  a probability  of  a genera)  rising 
of  the  people,  the  British  ministry  will  not  think  of 
proposing  equitable  times  for  a peace.  How  im- 
portant to  the  success  of  the  war,  and  the  speedy 
termination  of  it,  is  UNION  ! 


Privateering. 

It  is  the  practice  of  too  many  persons  for  elec- 
tioneering purposes,  or  from  b£ing  influenced  by 
•inister  considerations' of  interest,  to  condemn,  as 
public  men , what,  as  private  individuals , they  ap- 
prove ; or,  vice  versa — and  to  sacrifice  the  honest 
dictates  of  the  heart  to  passion  and  prejudice. 

In  the  whole  course  of  my  conversation  with  gen- 
tlemen of  all  parties  for  several  years  past,  I have 
never  found  more  than  two  or  three  persons  (who 
were  alien  Englishmen ) that  did  not  admit  a war 
against  England  was  necessarv  for  the  just  mainte* 
nance  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States. — 
It  is  irrelevant  to  trie  present  case,  but  I may 
al*o  declare,,  that  I have  not  discoursed  witq 
one  person  who  did  not  agree  with  me,  that  we  had 
also  <cjust  cause  for  complaint,1’  and  of  war,  too, 
against  France.  To  avoid  a war,  in  such  a state  of 
things,  our  pacific  government,  holding  the  same 
opinion  as  the  people  at  large,  tried  every  expedient, 
l and  exhausted  the  public  patience  by  negotiation 
and  remonstrance,  with  actual  submission.  The 
nation  that  had  done  us  by  far  the  greatest  wrong 
was  finally  selected  ; as  well  for  the  more  cruel  and 
extensive  excesses  of  her  rulers  as  from  our  suppos- 
ed capacity  to  coeice  justice  from  her  more  than 
from  the  other;  who,  at  every  point,  seemed  invuU 
nerable  to  us. 

Influenced  these  motives,  some  loudly  condemn 
rivateerhig , though  their  individual  morality  is  no 
ettertlian  their  neighbors  engaged  in  that  business. 
From  those  who  hold  war  unjustifiable,  we  expect 
a testimony  against  privateering ; but  in  all  others 
it  looks  like  hypocrisy. 

What  is  war?  Mr.  Jefferson  has  happily  describ- 
ed it  as  a contest  of  trying  who  can  do  the  ocher 
the  most  harm.  Who  carries  on  the  war?  Armies 
are  formed  and  navies  manned  by  individuals.  How 
is  a battle  gained  ? By  the  death  of  individuals. — 
What  produces  peace?  The  distresses  ot  individuals. 
What  difference  to  the  sufferer  is  it,  that  his  pro- 
perty is  taken  by  a national  or  private  armed  vessel  ? 
Did  our  merchants,  who  hive  lost  917  vessels  by 
British  captures,  feel  any  gratification  that  the 
most  of  them  were  taken  by  his  majesty’s  men  of 
war?  Were  the  spoils  less  rigidly  exacted  by  a 7 It 
gun  ship  than  by  a privateer  oi  four  guns,  and  were 
not  all  equally  condemned?  War,  whether  on  land 
or  sea,  is  constituted  of  acts  of  violence  on  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  individuals  ; and  excess  of  vio- 
lence is  the  grand  cause  that  brings  about  a peace. 
One  man  fights  for  wages  paid  him  by  the  govern- 
ment, or  a patriotic  zeal  for  the  defence  of  his  coun 
try — another,  duly  authorised,  a^i  giving  the  pro- 
per pledges  for  his  good  conduct,4 ^undertakes  to  pay 
himself  at  the  expence  of  the  foe,  and  serve  his 
country  a»  effectually  as  the  former  ; and  govern- 
ment, drawing  all  its  supplies  from  the  people,  is 
in  reality,  as  much  affected  by  the  losses  of  the  one 
as  the  other  ; the  efficacy  of  its  measures  depend* 
ing  upon  the  energies  and  resources  of  the  whole. 
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tn  the  United  States  every  possible  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  privateering  in  war  with  a com- 
mercial nation.  We  have  tens  of  thousands  of  sea 
men,  that,  without  it,  would  be  destitute  of  the 
means  of  support,  and  useless  to  their  country. — 
Our  national  ships  arc  too  few  to  give  employment 
to  a twentieth  part  of  them,  or  retaliate  the  acts  of 
the  enemy.  But  by  licencing  private  armed  vessels 
the  whole  naval  force  of  the  nation  is  truly  brought 
to  bear  on  the  foe  ; and  while  the  contest  lasts,  that 
it  may  have  the  speedier  termination,  let  every  indi- 
vidual contribute  his  mite,  in  the  best  way  that  he 
can,  to  distress  and  harrass  the  enemy,  and  compel 
him  to  peace. 


“ Home  made55  News. 

Ouod  volunt  accedcre  homines , id  libenier  crcdunt. 

[The  following  was  designed  to  have  been  annex- 
ed to  the  article  headed  “ False  Reports”  in  our  last, 
but  omitted  for  want  of  room.] 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  of  great  re 
specability  at  Washington  to  his  friend  in  Bos 
Ton. — “ I have  seen  a copy  of  general  Hull’s  in 
structions.  He  is  commanded  to  subdue  Upper 
Canada  immediately.  The  proclamation  he  has 
issued  was  prepared  in  Paris  under  the  particular 
inspection  of  Bonaparte ,*  by  the  duke  of  Caperers, 
who  lately  arrived  at  Baltimore  in  a pipe  of  brandy, 
from  Bordeaux:  The  duke  is  to  hold  the  coun- 1 

try,  under  guarantee  of  the  United  States,  in  trust 
as  the  future  kingdom  of  little  Jerome  Bonaparte , 
“ general  Smith’s  nephew.”  It  is  truly  astonishing 
that  general  Hull  has  had  the  temerity  to  place  his 
foot  on  British  ground,  for  to  my  certain  knowledge 
diis  troops  had  nothing  to  eat  or  drink  for  nineteen 
days  before  their  arrival  at  Detroit  ; besides,  he  ha3 
neither  arms.norammunition,  and  it  is  apositive  fact 
that  not  one -of  the  Ohio  miiitia  know  how  to  fire  a 
musket- 

Montreal,  July  21.  Very  important  ! — It  has 
just  been  discovered  that  all  the  cannon  on  board 
the  American  frigates  were  made  of  French  iron, 
w ithout  touchholcs.  Commodore  Rodgers,  justly 
incensed  at  being  sent  to  sea  under  such  circum 
stances,  has  resigned  ; and  his  example  was  expect 
ed  to  be  followed  by  every  other  officer  in  the  ser- 
vice. 

Newburypoi't , August  2.  A secret  treaty  between 
the  French  emperor  and  Mr,  Madhon  was  found  in 
this  place  yesterday,  concealed  under  a great  pile  of 
shingles.  By  this  convention  it  appears  that  Mr. 
M.  lias  ceded  to  Bonaparte  all  the  islands  in  the  lake 
of  the  woods , together  with  the  “New  England 
states,”  on  condition  that  the  latter  shall  induce 
the  people  to  elect  him  president  of  the  United  States 
«.  second  time.  We  are  happy  to  state  that  this  treaty 
has  not  vet  been  ratified  by  the  .‘Senate,  and  that  the 
*‘New  England  states”  are  about  calling  a conven- 
tion to  protest  against  it.  They  will  cause  it  to  be 
rejected — “ peaceably,  if  they  can,  violently  if  they 
must.” 


* “ Our  readers  will  fiodm  this  paper  a proclama 
tion  from  the  American  Napoleon,  which  is,  from 
beginning  to  end,  a close  copy  of  the  gasconading 
proclamations  so  often  sent  forth  by  the  emperor  of 
France,  to  the  poor  inhabitants  he  was  bent  upon 
conquering  and  addin g to  the  list  of  his  slaves.” — 
[New- York  Evening  Post — on  gen.  Hull’s  procla- 
mation.] 


HOME  MApE”  NEWS. 


Halifax,  July  23.  Admiral  Sawyer  has  issued 
pat  licular  ci  ders  to  let  the  filling  and  coasting  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  pass  unmolested.  Those 
that  have  been  burnt  were  suspected  of  being  Eusi 
tndiamen,  laden  with  French  goods. 

Boston,  August  6.  Effects  of  the  French  tear.  We 
are  soriy  to  state,  very  sorry  indeed  and  indeed  to 
declare,  thatthe  “black slavesof  the  southern  states” 
have  risen  in  a body  ; 300,000  of  them,  armed  and 
equipped,  are  encamped  at  Baltimore.  They  aie 
commanded  by  a Frenchman,  and  intend  to  march 
round  by  sea  for  the  horrid  purpose  of  “ destroying 
the  commerce”  of  East  Greenwich . 

The  Halifax  Royal  Gazette  is  filled  with  the  de, 
positions  of  the  officers  of  his  majesty’s  ship  Beloi- 
dere,  indubitably  proving  that  that  vessel  defeated 
“ the  whole  Yankee  squadron.”  it  also  appears  by 
a letter  from  sir  Arthur  Bait  Bingham  of  the  Little 
Belt,  that  he  actually  sunk  the  frigate  President,  in 
his  action  with  that  ship  : How  she  got  up  again 

is  very  extraordinary  and  demands  an  explanation. 
The  Royal  Society  have  had  the  matter  under  consi- 
deration ; and  suppose  there  must  have  been  a large 
quantity  of  “ French  influence”  deposited  in  the 
waters  of  the  sea  ; which  being  decomposed  by  the 
progress  of  the  vessel,  was  followed  by  combustion, 
the  force  of  which  cast  her  again  on  the  surface; 
where  Rodgers  fastened  her  by  a rope. 

Georgetown , Sussex  county , Delaware , August  8. 
Government  has  done  nothing  for  the  protection  of 
i the  frontiers,  or  the  Black  Swamp  in  this  state.  All 
the  heavy  cannon  in  the  forts  at  New  York are  made 
of  “ maple  logs,”  and  even  the  32  pounder  at  Sack- 
ett’s  Harbor  that  so  unluckily  damaged  the  Royal 
George,  is  a bit  of  a “ pine  tree,”  bored  out  and 
painted.  Our  swamp  is  not  even  defended  by  a gun 
boat.  An  attack  from  the  rattlesnakes  may  be  daily 
expected. 

Harford,  July  30.  We  understand  that  govern- 
ment has  purchased  a iatge  quantity  of  powder  from 
certain  Frenchmen , on  the  Brandywine,  near  Wil- 
mington, Del.  It  is  true  the  powderis  as  good  as  any 
in  the  world,  and  perhaps  as  cheap  ; but  we  would 
ask  any  man  if  it  is  prudent  at  this  time  to  form  an 
alliance  with  France  ? Further,  these  same  French* 
men  have  e-tablished  one  of  the  best  cloth  manufac- 
tories in  the  world,  and  we  are  alairned  with  their 
zeal  to  encourage  tMe  breed  of  Merino  sheep.  One 
of  them,  though  very  rich  already,  out  of  his  feio- 
cious  enmity  to  Great  Britain,  has  sent  his  only 
child  to  Frunce  to  serve  a regular  apprenticeship  in 
one  of  the  greatest  cloth  manufactories  in  that  coun 
try,  to  give  the  highest  possible  perfection  to  its  fa- 
brication here.  Thus  with  French  powder,  French 
cloths  and  French  brandy,  our  country  is  travel- 
ling post  haste  to  ruin. 

We  state  it  as  a positive  fact,  all  that  appears  in 
the  “ ministerial  papers”  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing, that  1000  men  for  the  new  standing  army 
are  not  yet  enlisted.  By  the  returns  it  appears  that 
of  these  617  have  neither  arms  nor  legs,  and  196 
are  totally  blind  Hopeful  protectors  of  the  coun- 
try ! Gallan’  spirits,  indeed,  to  meet  the  full-fed 

soldiers  of  Britain  ! “ by  whose  forbearance,  (as 

has  been  justly  observed  bv  one  of  our  most  emi- 
nent statesmen)  a single  herring  is  permitted  to 
enter  the  Chesapeake  bay.” 

Salem,.  August  10.  Great  Britain  has  never  done 
ms  any  injury.  We  were  fools  in  1776 — and  are 
knaves  in  1S12,  for  quarreling  with  her.  She  is 
fighting  for  the  liberties  and  the  religion  of  the 
world. 
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Characteristic  Anecdote. 

A few  days  before  the  gallant  com.  Barney  left  this 
port  in  his  private  armed  vessel  the  Rossie,  again  to 
perform  his  part  in  avenging  and  redressing  the 
wrongs  of  his  country,  and  we  hope,  to  make  as 
much  money  as  he  wishes,  at  the  expence  of  the 
enemy  for  himself,  as  we  desire  may  the  lot  of  every 
American  tar  so  engaged,  he  communicated  the 
subsequent  anecdote  to  a friend,  recurring  to  him 
fey  a conversation  respecting  the  use  marines. 

Among  the  many  brilliant  atchievments  of  Ame- 
rican seamen  in  the  war  to  obtain  independence  [we 
are  now  fighting  to  preserve  it]  the  capture  of  the 
British  national  ship,  the  General  Mon/c , by  the 
/ hjder  Alt,  commanded  by  capt.  Barney , was  not 
the  least  remarkable.  The  American  was,  in  every 
respect,  of  inferior  force,  save  in  the  spirit  of  her  ofti- 
eers  and  crew.  The  engagement  was  terrible,  for  the 
Englishmen  fought  bravely,  and  did  not  surrender 
until  a very  uncommon  portion  of  them  were  killed 
©r  disabled.  For  this  noble  victory  capt.  Barney 
was  much  indebted  to  his  marines,  several  of  whom 
had  left  their  woods  and  mountains  to  meet  the 
enemy  of  their  country,  and  bring  to  the  war  their 
unrivalled  skill  in  the  use  of  small  arms.  Among 
the  marines  was  a “ back  woods  man”  who,  by  a 
eertain  something  in  his  conduct,  had  often  attract- 
ed the  particular  attention  of  the  captain.  In  the 
very  hottest  of  the  engagement,  the  two  ships  be- 
ing within  pistol-shot,  and  every  one  using  his  ut- 
most exertion,  this  man,  two  or  three  times,  took 
the  liberty  to  enquire  of  the  captain  “ who  made  the 
musket  he  was  using  ?”  As  might  be  expected,  from 
the  heat  and  hurry  of  the  occasion,  he  was  treated 
very  roughly  for  his  intrusion — but  being  asked  why 
he  made  this  strange  request,  he  said,  with  the 
greatest  sang  froid,  while  he  was  loading  his  piece, 
“ because  it  was  the  best  smooth  bore  he  ever  shot  with 
sin  his  life  V* 

Military  Notices. 

NAVAL. 

UIarine  list. — Sent  in,  under  the  orders  of  Con- 
gress, since  our  last. 

Arrived,  at  Savannah,ihc  fine  British  brig  Sham- 
rock, of  300  tons,  6 guns  and  16  men,  “ detained ” 
by  the  revenue  cutlet  Madison. 

at  Salem,  the  British  schr.  Eliza,  of  Halifax, 

from  Jamaica,  with  70  hhds.  rum,  detained  by  the 
privateer  Polly. 

at  Boston,  the  British  schooner  Sally,  de- 
tained by  the  Wiley  Reynard  privateer. 

at  Wiscassett,  a ship  and  two  brigs  sent  in  for 

“ adjudication.” 

at  Portland,  several  British  vessels,  do. 

at  Baltimore,  the  first  class  British  ship 

Henry,  400  tons  burthen,  coppered  to  the  bends, 
mounting  4 twelve  pounders  and  6 six  pounders, 
bound  from  St.  C-  oix  for  London,  laden  with  up 
wards  of  700  hhds.  of  sugar,  13  pipes  of  old  Madei 
ra  wine,  and  a quantity  of  lignum  vitas,  detained  and 
sent  in  for  adjudication”  by  the  privateer  Comet, 
Boyle,  of  this  port.  This  vessel  and  cargo  will 
produce  a clear  profit  to  the  captors  of  more  than 
$1100,000,  and  the  duties  to  be  paid  to  the  United 
States  will  amount  to  nearly  $50,000.  Also  arriv 
ed,  the  British  schooner  Alfred,  detained  by  the  pri 
vateer  Spencer,  of  Philadelphia  ; from  Bermuda  for 
New-Providence,  with  an  assorted  cargo  of  brandy, 
rum,  claret,  &c.  a valuable  lot. 


at  N exo-York,  the  British  brig  Lady  Sher- 
lock, from  Halifax  for  Jamaica,  detained  by  the  Ma- 
rengo privateer. 

at  Phoadeiphia,  a large  ship  from  New  Pro- 
vidence for  London,  detained  by  the  privateer  Globe, 
of  Baltimore — also,  a.  British  brig  from  St.  Domin- 
go lor  London,  sent  in  by  the  Matilda  privateer,  of 
that  place.  Tney  are  full  of  coffee  and  dye  woods. 

at  Charlesicn,  brig  General  Blake,  under 

Spanish  colors — sent  in  by  the  revenue  cutter  Gal- 
latin. 

We  hear  of  many  prizes  being  taken,  but  shall 
notice  only  those  of  which  we  are  distinctly  inform- 
ed,and  have  safely  arrived.  There  are  also  many  re- 
captures from  the  British  and  some  by  the  British. 
The  war  at  sea  will  every  aay  become  mote  active 
on  both  sides. 

The  Essex  Register  states  that  thirty-seven  prizes 
have  been  taken  and  arrived  in  port,  by  the  priva- 
teers out  of  Salem,  Gloucester  and  Marblehead, 
since  the  war. 

A privateer  was  launched  at  Providence  R.  I.  a 
few  days  ago,  pierced  . for  14  guns,  the  building  of 
which  employed  only  seventeen  days. 

The  Spartan  frigate  and  a sloop  of  war  have  ta-1 
ken  two  privateers  in  an  eastern  harbor. 

The  frigate  Constitution  is  again  at  sea  .We  have 
no  news  since  our  last  of  any  oi  our  vessels  of  war 
-—not  even  a plausible  report. 

Privateer  Gleanor,  of  8 guns,  50  men,  of  Kenne- 
bunk  took  a prize  off  Halifax,  but  was,  with  her 
prize,  afterwards  taken  bv  an  English  frigate  and 
?ent  into  Halifax.  The  British  have  also  captured 
several  other  vessels — among  them  are  several  fish- 
ermen. 

The  following  paragraph  is  from  a Halifax  paper  of 
J uly  20. 

American  privateers  are  swarming  round  our  coast 
and  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  ; hardly  a day  passes  but 
we  hear  of  some  captures  by  them  ; a schooner 
from  hence  to  Liverpool,  N.  S.  was  taken  on  Friday 
last,  near  port  Medway;  a schooner  from  hence, 
with  arms  and  ammunition  for  Country  Harbor, 
was  taken  in  that  harbor,  on  Wednesday  last,  and  a 
Liverpool  schooner  returning  from  the  Labrador. 
Two  schooners  from  Lunenburg  were  captured  last 
week,  considerable  sums  of  money  taken  out  of  them 
and  afterwards  let  go.  Indeed  so  numerous  are  the 
privateers  around  the  coast  that  we  consider  it  very 
imprudent  for  any  vessel  to  sail  from  this  port  unless 
under  convoy. 

ARMY  MOVEMENTS,  8tC. 

Sacket’s  Harbor  is  now'  in  a respectable  state  of 
defence.  The  British  have  not  made  a second  at- 
tempt upon  it  as  was  expected.  The  brig  Oneida 
and  a schooner  mounting  one  32  pounder  and  two 
sixes,  well  manned  by  volunteers,  have  sailed  for 
the  purpose  of  contesting  the  sovereignty  of  the 
lake. 

The  editor  of  the  Democratic  Press  informs  us 
that  he  is  authorized  to  say  that  within  3 months 
from  the  15th  of  May,  1500  men  have  been  recruit- 
ed in  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia.  The 
r ecruiting  service  goes  on  with  great  vigor  and  suc- 
cess in  the  southern  states,  and  no  doubt'  exists 
that  the  whole  number  wanted  will  be  obtained  in 
due  season.  The  troops  are  marching  from  all 
quarters  of  the  country  to  Albany,  where  they  will 
be  prepared  for  the  service  designed. 

The  commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  now  on 
duty  at  Fort  Richmond,  Staten  Island,  New-York, 
have  protested  against  slanderous  reports  in  circu. 
lation  relative  to  their  treatment  and  manner  of  fiy* 
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Ing — -and  state  that  there  is  no  just  cause  for  any  such 
complaints  : that  their  provisions  are  such  as  no 
good  soldier  will  complain  of. 

By  the  request  of  general  Armstrong  command 
ing  at  Naw-York,  governor  Bloomfield  has  ordered 
509  J ersey  militia  from  the  division  of  major-gene- 
ral Ladlow,  to  repair  to  fort  Richmond  on  Staten 
Island,  by  the  20th  insl.  to  assist  in  defending  that 
city. 

A number  of  spies  are  active  in  the  western  parts 
of  New  York.  Several  have  been  taken  up,  and 
will,  perhaps,  meet  their  deserts. 

Extract  of  a letter  to  the  editor,  dated  IVaterford, 

or  Le  Eauif,  I* a.  Aug.  1. 

We  are  making  preparations  to  receive  the 
enemy  if  they  should  attempt  to  make  a land- 
ing at  Erie  on  their  evacuation  of  Fort  Malden, 
should  it  fall  into  the  hands  of  general  Hull,  of 
which  wc  entertain  little  doubt,  as  they  are  putting 
all  their  stores,  &, c.  on  board  their  vessels  in  expec- 
tation  of  such  an  event  among  themselves.  Our 
militia  are  determined,  and  we  hope  for  the  best.’* 

The  secretary  of  war  has  requested  the  governor 
©f  the  state  of  Maryland,  to  order  350  of  the  state’s 
quota  into  actual  service.  His  excellency  has  ac- 
cordingly issued  his  orders  to  the  major  general  of 
the  third  division.  The  detachment  of  militia  now 
ordered  into  service  is  for  the  defence  of  this  city, 
(Annapolis)  and  it  is  expected  thev  will  arrivein  the 
course  of  a week  or  two.  Col.  Beall  we  expect  will 
inarch  to  the  invasion  of  Canada.  [. Maryland  Rep. 

From  general  Hull's  army. — We  understand  that 
a Mr.  Fowler,  and  a Mr.  Martin,  who  have  just 
arrived,  left  the  army  on  Monday  evening  the  20th 
inst.  They  state  that  there  have  been  several  skir- 
mishes, in  one  of  which  500  barrels  of  flour  and  se- 
veral other  articles  were  taken  from  the  enemy. 
The  last  skirmishes  took  place  the  day  they  left 
there,  and  it  was  understood  two  of  our  men  were 
wounded,  and  17  or  18  of  the  British.  The  army 
had  advanced  to  a stream  within  5 miles  of  Malden, 
where  the  British  had  destroyed  the  bridge  and 
planted  cannon  on  the  opposite  side.  The  Queen 
Charlotte  of  22  guns,  had  anchored  opposite  tbe 
mouth  of  the  creek,  with  the  intention,  it  is  said,  of 
sailing  up  beyond  Detroit  the  first  -fair  wind.  But 
several  24  pounders  have  been  prepared  at  Detroit 
for  her  reception  The  new  American  brig  Adams, 
lay  at  or  near  Detroit,  rigging  for  service — probably 
the  British  may  attempt  to  destroy  her.  Numbers 
of  his  majesty’s  subjects  were  daily  joining  our  ar- 
my.— Cincinnati  paper. 

We  have  several  reports  that  fort  Malden  has  been 
taken  by  general  Hull.  The  following  article  is 
full  of  interest. 

Chilicothe,  (Ohio)  Aug.  1. 

By  a letter  from  Urbanna,  we  are  informed  that 
Mr.  Glenn, who  is  concerned  in  the  quarter  master’.- 
department  and  Mr.  M Culloch  had  just  art  ived  at 
that  place  direct  from  Detroit ; these  gentlemen  -tate, 
that  there  had  been  some  slight  skirmishing  at  tlu- 
Long  B-  idge  but  no  lives  lost — a few  of  the  British 
were  wounded.  Col.  M* Arthur  had  taken  400  bar 
of  flour,  1000  blankets,  a box  of  clasp  knives, 
and  a number  of  other  packages,  which  had  been 
deposited  by  the  British  about  a mile  above  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Tench. — We  are  informed  that 
Col.  M Arthur  met  with  no  resistances  taking  pos 
season  of  these  stores  ; a few  Indians  were  assem- 
bled there,  but  dispersed  immediately  on  Liie  apoear 
ance  of  our  troops.  The  blankets  wt-  e found  to 
be  an  excellent  substitute  for  the  tents  which  o11? 
&rrny  I$st.  The  militia  of  Canada  ate  said  to  be 


deserting  daily,  and  giving  themselves  up  to  Gen. 
Hull,  who  after  complimenting  them,  sends  to  them 
to  their  farms  and  promises  them  protection. 

The  army  were  busily  employed  in  mounting 
cannon  upon  carriages,  which  was  expected  to  have 
been  completed  on  Sunday.  It  was  reported  in 
camp  that  they  would  attack  Malden  the  next  day. 
The  army  were  in  good  spirits  and  wishing  for  the 
orders.  Great  applause  is  bestowed  by  all  who  re- 
turn from  the  army,  on  colonels  Cass,  M‘Arthur 
and  Findlay.  It  is  reduced  to  a cettainty  that  the 
force  in  Malden  does  not  exceed  200  regulars,  and 
about  500  Indians,  who  were  daily  deserting — n» 
confidence  was  placed  by  the  British  in  the  militia. 

On  Thursday  the  16th  ult,  a few  of  our  troops 
under  the  command  of  colonels  Cass  and  Miller, 
had  a skirmish  with  a parcel  of  regulars,  at  a bridge, 
on  the  Canada  or  Duck  river,  in  which  no  execu- 
tion was  done  except  the  wounding  and  taking  two 
British  regulars  prisoners. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  been  polite- 
ly favored  with  a letter  from  a gentlemen  in  Frank- 
linton,  dated  July  27,  which  says — captain  Dill, 
commandant  of  Fort  M‘Arthur,  arrived  in  town 
last  evening.  He  informs  that  captain  Lewis,  (an 
Indian  chief)  arrived  at  the  fort  and  stated  the  whole 
army  were  encamped  below  the  Long  Bridge,  four 
miles  from  Malden — that  in  the  late  skirmish  gener- 
al M‘Arthur  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and 
afterwards  caught  a British  Indian  by  fair  racing — 
he  did  not  kill  him. 

“ General  Hull,  it  is  confidently  believed,  made  an 
attack  on  Malden  on  last  Monday  night.  This  re- 
port is  credited  for  two  reasons* — First,  because  it 
coincide*  with  other  reperts  as  to  the  day  the  at- 
tack was  to  be  make  ; and  secondly,  because  Lew- 
is positively  asserts  that  Monday  night,  during  the 
whole  of  the.night,  he  heard  a very  heavy  and  in- 
cessant cannonading.” 

Neivbern,( N.  C. ) July  18. — Major  Tisdale  of 
this  town  has  received  instructions  from  the  gover- 
nor of  North  Carolina,  to  have  detached  and  march- 
ed to  Fort  Hampton,  four  companies  of  militia  from 
the  regiments  of  Craven,  Beaufort,  Onslow,  ani 
Lenoir,  to  be  stationed  at  that  place.  They  will 
be  under  the  command  of  major  Tisdale. 

The  gentlemen  of  this  place  who  are  by  law  ex- 
empted from  performing  military  duty,  have,  with- 
out distinction  of  age  or  party,  formed  themselves 
into  companies  for  the  protection  of  the  town  andl 
adjoining  country. 

Augusta,  ( Geo. ) July  24. — We  are  in'ouned  that 
general  Matthews,  major  Long,  and  colonel  Isaac 
are  expected  in  town  this  evening  direct  from  8t. 
Augustine,  where  their  services  can  be  no  longer 
useful  to  their  country — the  senate  of  the  United 
States  having  refused  tosanefion  offensive  measures 
against  that  garrisson. 

Natchez.  July  15. — Captain  Paimboeuf  at  the 
head  of  a number  of  respectable  citizens,  though 
chiefly  foreigners  by  birth,  tendeied  their  services 
to  the  executive  on  Sunday  last  in  full  uniform,  as 
a volunteer  corps,  ready  at  a moment’s  warning  to 
attend  the  call  of  their  country.  His  excellency 
politciv  accepted  of  their  services,  and  delivered 
on  the  occasion  a short  but  impressive  address  on 
the  subject  of  our  grievances  with  Great  Britain 
and  the  cause  of  the  war. 

Several  other  patriotic  volunteer  companies  we 
understand  ave  forming  in  the  city,  and  will  be  in 
readiness  in  a few  days. 

A nguiar  circumstance. — We  understand  that 

mong  the  irew  recants  who  arrived  yesterday 
morning  at  the  rendezvous  at  Greenwich,  are  a 


400 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER CHROMCLE. 


father  and  brother,  and  six  sons.  The  father  hasi 
brought  with  him  a wife  and  four  other  children. 
Three  of  the  enlisted  sons  have  with  them  tiieii 
wives  ami  seven  children.  Thus  the  number  o' 
this  family  parly  amounts  to  twenty-three.  Who 
has  the  honor  to  command  this  patriotic  company 
•we  have  not'heard.  The  party  were  enlisted  about 
sixty  miles  from  Newburgh  ; — and  before  they  com 
jnenced  their  march  to  head  quarters  none  but 
the  mother  of  the  family  had  ever  seen  the  North 
River.  N.  Y.  Cot. 


The  Chronicle. 

* Gov.  Griswold  has  issued  a proclamation  urging 
the  people  of  Connecticut  religiously  to  observe,  t he 
recommendation  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  setting  apart  the  third  Thursday  of  this  month 
as  a day  of  humiliation  and  prayer.  He  has  also 
called  an  extra  session  of  the  legislature  of  tha* 
state. 

W.  C.  C.  Claiborne  has  been  elected  governor  of 
the  state  of  Louisiana , by  a very  large  majority. — 
Our  readers  will  recollect  he  was  the  ter  itorial 
chief  magistrate— this  expression  of  the  public  will 
is  therefore  highly  honorable  to  him. 

The  declaration  of  war  reached  New  Orleans  on 
the  10th  of  July — it  was  announced  by  a federal  sa 
lute  from  the  fort.  Gen.  JTilkimou  had  just  arrived. 

A deputation  of  Indians  from  the  Big,  Little  and 
Arkensaw  tribes  of  -O sages  h ve  arrived  at  Washing- 
ton city,  to  visk  the  president. 

Several  vessels  have  lately  arrived  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  Slates  with  passengers  from  Ireland — we 
Rave  daily  accounts  of  others  from  Lisbon  with 
specie. 

As  was  expected,  great  numbers  of  British  seamen, 
belonging  to  the  vessels  captured,  have  entered  on 
board  our  privateers.  With  good  luck  and  a little 
management,  we  may  soon  he  able  to  stand  Great 
Britain  a pretty  severe  brush  with  her  own  people, 
who  will  fight  like  tygers.to  preserve  their  lives, which 
■would  be  forfeited  if  taken  and  discovered. 

A great  influx  of  British  goods  may  be  expected. 
The  orders  in  count’d  being  revoked,  the  non  im 
portation  law  is  supposed  to  die  a natural  death,  and 
goods  to  the  amount  of  2,000,0004;  stei  ling  were  raid 
to  be  shipping  for  the  United  States  with  all  possible 
dispatch.  It  appears  as  if  a war  was  anticipated  at 
London,  for  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  2d  of 
Julv  informs  us  that  government  had  determined  to 
give  protection,  by  licenses,  to  ail  American  ves 
sels  laden  with  British  goods,  either,  on  British  oi 
American  account,  against  British  captures . But 
a question  arises,  whether  such  licenses  will  not 
subject  the  vessels,  with  their  cargoes,  to  condem- 
nation here  1 but  be  this  as  it  may,  a great  deal  of 
property  will  be  brought  into  the  United  States 
from  the  enemy’s  country,  beneficial  to  the  people 
at  large,  and  powerfully  helping  the  revenue. 

On  the  22d  June,  in  the  British  house  of  Com- 
mons, Mr.  Canning  brought  forward  the  following 
resolution,  relative  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  which 
was  carried  by  a majority  of  129: 

“ That  the  house  will  early  in  the  next  session  of 
Parliament,  take  into  its  most  serious  consideration 
£h'e state  of  the  laws  affecting  his  majesty’s  Roman 
Catholic  subjects  in  Great  Britian  and  Ireland, with 
a view  to  such  a final  and  conciliatory  adjustment  as 
maybe  conducive  to  the  peace  and  strength  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  to  the  stability  of  the  Protestanf 
establishment,  and  the  general  satisfaction  and  con 
cord  ciall  ciasscs  of  ins  majesty’s  subjects.” 


| Constantinople,  April  2. — Letters  from  Odessa  of 
the  7th  u!t.  inform  us  that  an  embargo  had  been 
laid  in  that  port,  on  French,  Austrian  and  Turkish 
vessels,  which  may  be  considered  as  a declaration 
of  war  against  France. 

London,  (Saturday)  June  27. 

There  are  two  expeditions  out  of  port,  one  com- 
manded by  Sir  Harry  Neale,  consisting  of  three  sail 
of  the  line  ; and  the  other  by  Sir  Home  Popham. 
The  former,  it  is  imagined,  is  commanded  to  seize 
an  island  at  the  entrance  of  L’Orient,  ike  latter  is 
employed  for  some  expedition  for  the  Weser.  We 
shall  soon  have  intelligence  from  both. 

This  day  in  the  hou^e  of  Commons,  Vi'connt 
Castle!  eagh,  made  the  following  communication, 
from  the  prince  regent : 

G.  P.  R. 

Hi3  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty,  has  ordered  to  be 
laid  before  the  house,  an  account  of  certain  viole  nt 
and  illegal  proceedings,  which  have  taken  place,  and 
still  continue  in  certain  counties.  His  royal  high- 
ness  relies  on  the  wisdom  of  the  house  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  may  enable  him  to  restore  peace  and 
tranquility  in  those  counties. 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Mon- 
day. 

The  following  Notices  were  posted  this  morning, 
at  the  New-England  Coffee-house,  in  this  city  : 
“OFFICE  FOR  TRADE, 

Willie  hall,  June  25. 

“ Mr.  Lack  is  directed  by  Mr.  Rose  to  acquaint 
Mr.  Elwall,  that  under  the  acts  granting  the  boun- 
ty in  Printed  Licences,  the  exportation  must  he 
made  out  of  Great  Britain,  which,  according  to 
usage,  must  in  the  case  of  the  port  of  London,  be  a 
clearance  from  Gravesend.” 

Whitehall , June  26. 

“ Mr.  Lack  is  directed  to  inform  Mr.  Elwall,  that 
Licenses  will  be  prepared  forthwith  for  the  protec- 
tion of  American  vessels  bound  from  this  kingdom 
to  the  United  States,  with  cargoes,  the  pioperty  of 
British  or  American  subjects. 

By  another  proclamation  of  the  British  govern- 
ment in  Canada,  dated  at  the  castle  of  St.  Lewis,  in 
Quebec,  July  16, 1812,  the  embargo  was  to  continue 
until  the  6th  of  this  month — the  following  are  the 
article*  specially  prohibited  exportation  : 

“ Wheat  and  flour,  of  any  kind,  biscuit,  salted 
pork  and  beef,  arms  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds, 
gun  powder,  saltpetre,  sulphur,  flints  and  all  milita- 
ry stores,  bridle  bits,  stirrup  irons,  buckles  and 
every  description  offurniture  and  trimmings  appli- 
cable to  harness  of  any  kind,  or  to  the  mounting  of 
cavalry,  blankets  of  all  qualities  and  kinds,  swan- 
skins* moltons,  baizes,  duffles,  coatings,  flannels, 
carpeting,  and  all  woolen  cloths  of  any  kind,  of 
which  the  original  cost  does  not  exceed  ten  shillings 
sterling  per  yard,  scalping  knives,  daggers,  and  In- 
dian bayonets  or  lances  of  every  kind,  bullion  and 
specie  of  every  description  ” 

Approximating  the  c'ose  of  the  second  volume, 
and  to  make  room  for  the  documents  and  public 
papers  that  should  appear  in  it,  to  render  its  period 
as  complete  as  is  possible?  several  articles  commu- 
nicated must  lay  over  for  two  weeks. 

Marry  gentlemen  have  urged  minuteness  in  de- 
tailing the  events  of  the  war,  as  matters  for  future 
reference.  We  apprehend  the  manner  in  which 
pur  “ military  notices”  are  collected  and  put  toge- 
ther, will  be  found  adequate  to  the  purposes  desir- 
ed. We  shall  not  relax  in  our  attention  to  this  de- 
partment of  the  work. 
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{£f-The  whole  of  these  documents  are  highly  in- 
teresting and  important.  We  particularly  call  tht 
attention  of  our  readers  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Mar 
shall,  (then  secretary  of  state,  now  chief  justice  o 
theUoied  States)  to  Mr.  King,  dated  Sej  t.  20. 
1800. — Also,  to  the  letter  from' 'Mr.  King  .o  Lord 
Grenville,  dated  Nov.  30,  1796,  with  his  letter  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  dated  March  15,  1799. 

Et>.  Reg. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  President. 

The  Secretary  of  the.  Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing observations  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States. 

The  project  of  a treafv  proposed  by  the  minister  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty,  for  tlie  reciprocal  delivery  of  deserters  from  the  land 
ami  naval  service,  does  not  sufficiently  provide  against  the  impress- 
ment of  American  seamen, and  is  therefore  deemed  inadmissible.  The 
ideas  of  die  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  this  subject,  are  stated 
in  the  counter  project  heretofore  subjoined,  and  will  be  found  to  be 
essentially  the  same  as  those  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

Tlie  secretary  of  the.  treasury  fully  concurs  in  opinion  with  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  respecting  the  reply  proper  to  be  given  to  the  notes 
of  Mr.  Liston,  dated  the  2d  and  4ih  February  last,  demanding  the 
restitu  tion  of  several  American  vessels,  captured  by  British  cruis- 
ers, aud  rescued  by  the  crew  s of  said  vessels. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 

(Signed)  OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Treasury  Department , April  14, 1800. 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES 

Proposed  to  be  added  to  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce  and  Na- 
vigation, concluded  at  London  on  the  19tb  day  of  November, 
1794,  and  to  form  a part  of  said  Treaty : 

1.  It  is  agreed  that  no  refuge  or  protection  shall  be  afforded  to 
th.-  officers,  mariners,  or  other  persons,  being  part  ofthe  crews  of  the 
vessels  of  the  respective  nations,  who  shall  hereafter  desert  from  the 
same  ; but  that  on  the  contrary,  all  such  deserters  shallbe  deliver- 
ed up,  on  demand,  to  the  commanders  ofthe  vessels  from  wit  toil 
they  shall  have  deserted,  or  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
ships  of  war  of  the  respective  nations,  or  such  other  persons  as 
may  be  duly  authorised  to  make  requisition  in  that  behalf.  Pro- 
vided, That  proof  be  made  rvithin  two  years  after  the  time  of  de- 
sertion by  an  exhibition  of  the  shipping  paper,  or  contract,  or  Au- 
thenticated copies  thereof,  or  by  other  satisfactory’  evidence,  that 
the  deserters  so  demanded  were  actually  part  of  the  crews  of  the 
vessels  in  question. 

2.  With  a view  to  the  more  effectual  execution  ofthe  foregoing  ar- 
ticle, th<j  commanders  ofthe  vessels  from  which  such  desertions  shall 
take*  place,  and  the  consuls  and  vice-consuls  ofhis  Britannic  majes- 
ty' and  the  United  States  respectively,  iiiay  cause  to  be  arrested 
all  persons  who  shall  desert  from  the  vessels  of  the  respective  na- 
tions as  aforesaid.  And  for  this  purpose  the  said  commanders,* con- 
suls and  vice  consuls,  shall  apply  to  the  courts,  judges  and  officers, 
competent,  and  shall  demand  the  said  deserters  in  writing,  and  pro- 
duce  proots  of  their  desertion  as  aforesaid  ; and  on  this  demand, 
and  satisfactory  proof  as  aforesaid,  the  delivery  shall  be  made.  And 
tliere  shall  be  given  all  aid  and  assistance  to  the  said  consuls  and  vice 
consuls,  for  the ' search,  seizure  and  arrest  ofthe  said  deserters, 
who,  if  it  be  requested,  shall  he  kept  and  detained  in  the  prisons  ol 
the  country  at  the  expence  of  those  who  demand  them  as  aforesaid, 
until  they  can  be  put  on  board  their  own  or  other  vessels  of  their  own 
nation,  or  he  otherwise  sent  back  to  their  own  country  : Provided, 
that  if  this  be  not  done  within  three  months  from  the'  day  of  their 
arrest,  such  deserters  shall  be  set  at  liberty,  aud  not  again  be  arrest- 
ed for  tlie  same  cause. 

3.  It  is  farther  agreed,  that  no  refuge  or  protection  shall  he  af- 
forded by  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  to  any  person  who  shall 
hereafter  desert  from  the  military  land  service  of  the  other;  but 
that,  oojhe  contrary,  the  most  effectual  measures  shall  be  taken,  in 
like  manner  and  on  like  conditions  as  with  respect  to  sailors, to 
apprehend  any  such  deserters  from  the  land  service,  and  to  deli- 
ver them  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  military  posts,  forts 
or  garrisons  from  which  they  have  shall  deserted  or  to  the  consuls  or 
vice  Consuls  on  either  side,  or  to  such  other  persons  as  may  b; 
duly,  authorised  to  demand  their  restitution. 

4.  It  is  however  understood  that  nothing  in  the  foregoingstipu- 
lations  shall  be  construed  to  empower  the  civil,  or  any  other  offi- 
cers, of  either  party,  forcibly  to  enter  the  forts,  posts,  or  any  other 
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place  within  or  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other  party  ; nor  f<* 
empower  the  naval  commanders  or  .other  officers,  of  either  pas-tv, 
forcibly  to  enter  any  public  or  private  vessel  of  the  other  pai  i'.t 
on  the  high  seas,  with  a view  to  compel  the  delivery  of  am  per- 
son  whatever  : on  the  contrary,  it  is  expressly  declared' to  be 
the  understanding  of  the  contracting  parties,  that  the  mutual 
restitutions  of  persons  claimed  as  deserters,  shall  only  lie  in.uU:  b/ 
the  free  and  voluntary  consent  of  the  military  officers  tnrploved 
in  the  land  service,  or  the  commanders  of  the  ptmiic  or  pri'/afs 
ships  or  vessels  of  the  two  parties,  or  in  pursuance  of  the  dn  i- 
sio  is  of  the  courts,  judges  or  other  competent  civil  officer*  of  the 
two  nations,  in  all  cases  arising  within  their  respective  jurisdic- 
tions. 

(Signed)  OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

April  14, 1800. 

The  Secretary  of  War  respectfully  submits  the  following  obser- 
vations, in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Tlie  secretary  very  much  doubts  the  soundness  of  the  principle 
upon  which  a refusal  to  deliver  up  merchant  vessels  captured  hy 
a belligerent  power  is  founded.  It  appears  to  the  secretary,  con- 
sidering the  question  upon  general  ground,  that  merchant  ves- 
sels belonging  to  a neutral  nation,  seized  by  a belligerent  pov.  ( r 
on  the  high  sea,  for  violating  tin-  law  s of  neutrality,  cannot,  agree- 
ably to  the  law  of  nations,  he  rightfully  retaken  by  a vessel  of  the 
neutral*  power,  nor,  if  retaken,  and  brought  into  a port  ofthe  neu- 
tral nation,  rightfully  withheld  by  that  nation  from  the  captors. 

It  results  from  this  principle,  that  a vessel  or  its  cargo  being  pri/.c 
or  no  prize,  cannot  ue  rightfully  determined  in  other  tribunals  fault 
those  of  tlie  nation  exercising  the  right  of  capture,  the  right  lo  try 
in  the  appropriate  courts  of  the  country  of  the  captors  followings 
the  right  to  capture. 

It  may  be  asked,  is  tlie  right  which  a belligerent  pow  er  acquire* 
to  tlie  property  of  its  enemy,  seized  in  a neutral  vessel,  full  and 
perfect  ■ To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  the  right  thus  acquired 
is  full  and  perfect  as  relative  to  exempting  it  from  capture  by  any 
neutral  vessels.  .For,  if  the  merchant  vessel  which  contains  the 
property,  may,  after  its  being  seized  or  possessed  by  the  belliger- 
ent power,  use  force  to  recover  it,  so  may  every  ctlir  r merchant  v\  *• 
sel  belonging  to  the  neutral  nation.  Further,  if  tlie  crews  nf-tho 
neutral  vessels  may  re-capture,  it  would  seem  that  our  vess<  Is  of 
war  could  also  re-cant  ore-,  the  contrary  whereof  is  to  be  collect,  tl 
from  the  statute  which  authorises  r -captures  of  our  vessels  tuner* 
by  the  French.  But  the  state  of  neutrality  do'-s  not  pnmit  a 
neutral  power  to  espouse,  in  any  manner  whatever,  eiijn  r side,  of. 
to  prefer  one  to  the  other  belligerent  party.  It  is  tlie  indispensa- 
ble duty  of  neutrals  “ Bello  se  non  intevponant..  To  recapture 
the  property  of  either  from  the  other,  is  a clear  :md;'!ing  in  tlie 
w'ar,  and  direct  violation  of  every  principle  of  neutrality. 

If  the  property  in  a neutral  vessel  was  enenufs/n-operty  or  con- 
traband of  war,  the  belligerent  vessel  having  once  made  prize  <f 
it,  has  a clear  right  to  it,  of  which  the  §ew  of  the  neutral  vtss«-I 
cannot  divest  her  by  re-capture.  To  the  secretary  it  appears  a 
sound  position,  that  neutral  nations  ought  to  regard  the  parties  a£ 
war  as  lawful  proprietors  o'' all  that  they  take  from  each  other  j 
consequently,  it  cannot  be  right  for  the  citizens  of  a neutral  .•ntim* 
to  interfere  to  rescue  from  one  of  the  belligerent  powers,  property 
which  lie  had  taken,  belonging  to  the  other.  A neutral  v.--,  i 
loads  with  enemy  goods  ata  known  risque, that  oftheir  bring  subject 
to  capture;  and  under  tlie  obligation  only  to  use  all  -udeavor*  to 
avoid  an  enemy  or  e.iprur  ■ • here  the  obligation  of  the  neutral  mi  ls, 
ibr  she  is  not  permitted,  if  taken,  to  recover  the  goods  by  re-capture, 
the  nation  only  to  whose  citizens  or  subjects  they  bdoug'ed  (or  the 
parties  at  war  with  the  captors)  possessing  that  right. 

By  the  law  of  nations,  a neutral  vessel  met  at  sea,  is  liable  fo  see' 
zufe  by  a vessel  of  war,  as  the  case  mav  be,  of  cither  ofthe  Irl- 
ligerent  powers.  This  law  gives  the  additional  right,  if  the  belli- 
gerent vessel  is  not  satisfied  with  his  search,  to  earn/  the  neutral 
vessel  into  the  country  of  the  captors,  there  to  be  examined,  tried 
and  condemned  (if  she  has  violated  the  neutrality)  in  i*s  courts* 
'established  for  the  inquiry  into  the  subject,  and  to  tumpt  i h>  farce* 
the  neutral  to  submit  to  search,  and  also  to  be  carried  into  the 
country  of  the  captors. 

If  such  ships  shall  be  attacked  in  order  tocxaminathygandsfi;.!? 
refuse,  they  may  be  assault ••  I likes  bouse  supposed  to  l.-.ive  thieves 
or  pirates  in  it,  refuses  to  yield  up  their  jiersens.  may  be  broken  op 
by  the  officer,  and  tlie  persons,  resisters,  may  be  slain.— Malloy  de 
‘lire  Mar.  et  Nav.  L.  I,  C.  3.  S.  XIII. 

It  also  appears  to  the  secretary,  that  if  a neutral  vessel  found 
at  sea  refuses,  and  resists  hy  force  to  be  searched,  s!uy  for  such 
conduct,  is  liable  so  be  condemned  as'  lawful  prize.  If  tier  fcnv  of 
nations  gi\‘s  a right  to  search , it  cannot  allow  ,/  right  to  i rsixt.  a 
s arch  by  f orce.  The  tw  o rights  cannot  exist.  They  are  per hvt- 
lj  inconsistent.  T,'  tin-  first  is  lawful,  the  latter  must  be  unlaw- ?ri| 

— consequently  liable  t some  punishment,  or  the  right  would  i>« 
nugatory.  If  the  law  of  nations  gives  also  a right  to  can't  tin-  neu- 
tral vessel  into  the  country  of  the  captors’  courts,  this  right  ;,i-o 
cannot  be  resisted  or  opposed  by  force  without  violating  the  law* 
D D 


no 
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St  would  seem  to  the  secretary,  that  ibc  persons  who  resi»t  the 
search  hy  three,  or  resist  or  prevent  oy  force  the  neutral  vessel  br- 
ing carried  into  the  ca  ptors’  country  (or  trial,  must  by  sueh  con- 
duct be  guilty  of  a breach  of  the  taw  of  nations*  arm  if  So,  the., 
most  be  liable  to  some  punishment ;.  and  it*  the  nation  to  whitm 
they  belong,  dinss  not  puiiisii  them  on  application  to  that  effect, 
it  thereby  becomes  a party  to  the  wrong,*  The  secretary  cannot 
il.ink  tisat eith:  r the  right  of  search,  or  of  carYviiig  tlie  neutral  into 
the  country  of  the  captors,  is  founded  on  superiority  of  June,  but 
on  tin-  law  of  nations.  This' opinion  the  secretary  rests  upon 
Vatttl,  L.  2,  C.  7,  a.  114 ; M •.rtiu»’  Law  of  Nations,  N.  323  ; Lee 
on  Captures ; the  report  on  the  Silesia  Loan,  Sec, 

i he  secretary  however,  cannot  venture  to  disapprove  of  the  an- 
swer propose  i to  be  given  by  the  secretary  of  state.  lie  does  not 
Know  of  any  precedent  ol‘  a neutral  nation  exerting  its  power  ii* 
any  similar  ease  of  rsp-capijilv  in  aid.  of  the  right  of  the  belligerent 
iiower,  but,  unquestionably,  there  is  reason  so  .to  dp,  if  tin-  idea  he 
baspivseutid  of  the  law  of  3 ratibys,  is  accurate,  lie  thinks  it  .pro- 
bable hist.,  without  pretending  tw  be  positive,  that  insttiuuesof  re- 
txmtcrelike  the  present  are  K-w. 

In  some  future  time,  America  may  stand  in  relation  to  other 
Jiowtars  as  Gnat  Britain  stands  at -this  time,  stud  may  wish  to  make 
the  same  claimt hat  she  does  now.,  The  secretary  greatly  doubts, 
but  with  great d A'. l’H  ee>  \vh«  titer  the eases'ln question.  of  re-cap- 
lures,  are  cojmizable  before  our  courts  of  justice,  the  subject  seen 
bather  to  b=  long-  to  the  executive*  Peculiar  caution 
. Jierj  for  fear  at  some  future  period,  our  proceeding  may 
against  us  to  our  detriment.  If  if  appears  necessary  to  reconsider 
the  subject,  the  secretary  wouldtieg-  leave  to  suggest  the  proprie- 
ty of  aodingk  ti:2t  as  there  is  no  provision  by  treaty  or  opposite 
.law  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject,  it  might  be  advisable  to 
matte  some  stipulation  by  treaty. 

The  secretary  is  inclined  to  believe,  that,  if  any,  therb  is  not 
sufficient  remedy  far  the  dt  livery  of  desert*- rsfroui  British  vessels. 

He  bus  understood  that  some  ol  our  courts  had  det-  r mined* that 
the  law  of  congress  concerning  -seamen,  relates  to  American  sea- 
men only.  The  claim  for  British  seamen  who  have  or  may  desert 
is  .just,  and  ought  to  be  reciprocal.  The  Secretary  thinks  the  pro- 
ject of  jMr.  Liston  may  be  substantially  accepted,  except  the  7th 
article,  which  seems  to  provide  that  the  United  States  shall  not  de- 
mand the  delivery  of  any  sailors,  although  their  ci  t izens,  if  they 
Imve  been  employed  on  ’British  vessels,  and  who  have,  in  time  of 
roar,  or  threatened  hostilities,  voluntarily  enteredriiito  the  British 
Service, of  hsve  been  compelled  to  ent-.r  therein, according  to  the 
Jaw  and  practice  prevailing  in  Croat  Britain.  Tiii : article  is  very 
inaccurately  expressed,  for  it  says,  employed  or  entered  into  the 
^service  of  their  own  sovereign  or  nation,  or  compelled  to  enter 
"therein,”  Stc.  If  this  article  means,  what  it  is  apprehended  it  But 


does,  it  is  u holly  inadmissible.  It  establishes  a principle  repro- 
bated by  this  country.  , The  counter  project  of  the  secretary  of 
state.  in  substance,  ’nests  the  secretary’s  .approbation  ; but  it  is 
submitted,  wliet.iu.rthe  adoption  of  part  of  the  draught  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  wiii  not  in  prove  it. 

All  v.lijcliis  respectful! y submitted. 

(Signed)  JAMES  MTIENRY. 

tVa r Department,  April  1S,1300. 


vessels.  The  project  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  indrH  tn$ 

- all  approbation  of  the  secretary  of  Lire  navy:  it  seems  to  c'orn- 
nrehi  nd  every  thing  that  ought  to  he  expected  on  either  siue.-j 
But  it  is  so  desirabi-;  to  have  a right  understanding  on  a subject 
so  likely  to  produce  ili-blood,  that  rather  -’..in  not  agree,  in  • se- 
cretary of  the  navy  thinks  the  word  hereof  uv,  if  positively  insi.-ted 
on,  may  lx*  struck  out  of  that  project— and  submits,  whether,  for 
the  sake  of  accommodation,  the  limitations  of  time  in  which  de- 
serters may  be  claimed,  if  strenuously  urged  by  Air.  Liston,  may 
not  be  extended  to  three  y an.  The  secretary  is  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that  it  is  better  to  have  no  article,  and  meet  nil  cons  qu,  k -s-, 
than  not  to  enumerate  mevch-.uit  vessels,  o..1  the  high  seas,  among 
die  things  not  to  be  forcibly  entered  in  search  of  deserters. 

All  which  is  respecli idiv  submitted. 

(Signed)  BEN.  STODEEP-T. 

Navy  department,  April  23,  1800. 

Tlie  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  to  the  President. 

pitilndetnhia,  February  26,  18001 

SIR — In  obedience  to  your  direction,  to  report  my-  opinion  upon  . 
the  matters  contained  in  two  biters  of  his  Bntannie  majesty’s  min- 
ister to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated  2d  and  *;t!:  Instant,  the  follow- 
ing is  respectfully  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

In  the  first  mentioned  letter,  a claim  is  .made,  by  the  express  or- 
der of  ins  Britannic  majesty, -that  three' American  merchant  vessels 
ay  be  pro-  namely,  the  brigantine  Enperieitcr-,  the  ship  Lucy,  and  the  brigan- 
ybe  Urged  tine  Pair  Columbian,  widen  had  been  stooped  and  detained  upon. 

the  high  sea  by  several  British  ships  of  war, under  a suspicion  of 
having  enemies  property  on  board,  and  dUef wards  tazeu  out  of 
tlu-  hands  of  the  prize  masters,  the  two  lirst  oy  force,  and  the  last 
without  force,  and  brought  i. .to  the  United  Slates,  should  be  deli- 
vered up  to  the  minister,  together  with  the  British  seamen  and  de*- 
sorters  who  assisted  in  the  rescues,  that  they  may  be  sent  by  hint 
to  some  one  of  tlie  British  colonies,  to  be  there  deait  with  according 
to  law.  This  claim  is  to  be  considered  as  it  relates  to- the  Ameri- 
can ships,  and  as  it  relates  to  the  British  seamen. 

THE  AMERICAN  SHIPS. 

No  stipulation  in  the  treaties  between  tlie  two  nations,  authorises 
the  demand  for  restitution  of  the  American  ships.  It  is  therefore: 
to  be  decided  by  the  practice  of  friendly  nations,  which,  upon  this 
subject,  is  the  only  law. 

It  is  not  denied,  that  a beHigeifer.t  has  a right  to  stop  a neutral 
ship  on  the  high  sea,  suspected  to  kavebn  borirrf,  either  contraband 
merchandise,  destined  to  an  enemy’s  port,  or  enemies’  goods,  and  a 
righttosend  such  neutral-  ship  to  a competent  court  for  examina- 
tion'dn’d  trial  : and  it  is  equally  true  that  this  right  is  recognized 
n the  president’s  instructions  to  the  American  ships  of  war.— 
Jut  while  the  right  of  starching  neutral  ships  is  acknowledged,  it 


Ml*.  Stoddevt,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  the  President. 

The  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  pre- 
tidei.it,  respectfully  siibmiis  the  following  observations  on  the  mat- 
ters of  reference  to  the  heads  of  departments. 

. The  proposed  letter  of  the  secretary  of  state,  in  answer  to  Mr, 
5 .is ton’s  note  of  the  2d  and  4th  February,  demanding  the  restitution 


..  nut  acknowledged  that,  the  sovereign-  of  die  neutral  nation  is 
under  any  obligation,  by  active  measures,  to  aid  avid  assist  the  sove- 
reign of  the  belligerent  nation  in  the  exercise  of  this  ri.ght.__  It  is  a 
right  derived  from  war,  w hich  tlie  belligerent  nation  is  suffered  id 
exercise  in  consequence  of  its  superior  force,  upon  conditio  v that 
reasonable  satisfaction  be  made,  lit  all  eases  oi  unjust  detention* 
to  the  nehtral  ship;  and  all  that  is  expected  of  the  sovereign  of 
the  neutral  nation,  is  to  remain  passive. 

The  practice  of'  searching  and  detaining  neutral  ships  being 
grounded  on  the  right  which  one  enemy  has  of  injuring  and  weak- 
ening the  other,  the  neutral  nation  permits  her  merchant  ships* 
under  certain  circumstances,  to  be  stopped,  treate  d and  held  as  an 
enemy  by  the  belligerent*  but  the  belligerent  in  so  doing-  must 
>.  depend  oil  its  strength  and  means,  and  may  not  call  upon  the  sqve- 
i reign  of  the  neutral  to  aid  him  i n enforcing  the  rights  of  war  against 


of  American  - vessels  captor:  d bj  British  ships  and  rescued  by  his  own  neutral  subjects,  in  those  cases  where  no  positive  stipu- 
their  own  crews,  appears  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy  entirely  nations  have  been  made  by  treaty.  lienee,,  arises  the  practice  of 
proper.  Ho  believes  the  demand,  is  neither  sanctioned  by- pre-  putting  on  board  a neutral  ship  when  detained  and  sent  foradju- 
Vedent  nor  the  law  of  nations.  Should  it  be  otherwise,  Mr.  Liston,  dication,  a prize-master  and  a sufficient,  number  of  men  for  carry- 
t s'  invited  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  will  shew  it.  I rug  her  into  port  against  the  wifi  of  the  neutral. 

Mr.  Liston’s  project  of  an  article  on  the  Subject  of  deserters,  j That  a neutral  nation  should  he  required  to  exert  its  power  in 
secures  to  his  nation  every  tiling  it  could  require,  but  affords  no  laid  of  the  right  of  detaining  and  searching  its  own  ships,  which 
she u riiv  to  the  United  States  in  a point  of  equal  interest  with  I belligerents  afe  allowed  to  exei'cisi.',  is  believed  to  be.with.out'prc- 
hem*,  that  their  merchant  vessels  will  Hoc  be  interrupted  on  there  vUnt*  If  ever  a restitution  of  neutral  ships  detained  and  rescued 


high  v.re,  in  order  to  impress  from  them  their  crews,  under  pre- 
tcuce  of  bring  deserters. 

It  is  is  rbuiily  just -tliat  tlie  United  States  should  afford  to  Great 
Britain  ail  the.  reasonable  security  they  have  a right  to  expect  from 
u friendly  nation,  against  the  loss  of  their  seamen— a loss  of  others 
the  most  serious  to  a nation  depending  on  maritime  strength  for 
Hs  povvei*— perhaps  tor  its  safety.  But  it  is  equally  .just  that  the 
Suited  States  should  he  secured  against  the  impressment  of  their 
seamen  on  tlie  high  seas*  and  the  interruption  of  their  merchant 

* Though  it  may  lie  thought  unbecoming  by  some,  that  we 
should  .presume  to  offer  a remark  on  an  official  paper  " by  way  of 
a note  ” We  cannot  willingly  pass  the  occasion'  without  bridle 
stating  the  follow!;  igcasp  t 


While  Washington  was  president,  several  years  before  Mr. ! by  any  justice  of  ther pence,  upon  due  proof,  in 


tier  similar  circumstances,  lias  been  claimed  hy  the  sovereign  of 

a belligerent  nation  from  the  government  of  a-  neutral  nation, 
the  case,  is  unknown  to  me.  Such  a claim  is  bt-litved'  never  to 
have  been  made,  or  if  made* never  granted. 


For  these  reasons,  the  president  is  advised  to  abstain  from  any 
act  for  the  restitution  of  the  ships,  and  that  the  British  minister  be 
informed  that  tiiis  part  of  tlie  claim  cannot  be  complied  with. 

THE  BRITISH  SEAMEN. 

In  demanding  tlie  British  seamen  who  were  brought  ni  the  re- 
possessed vessels  of  the  United  States,  I see  nothing  improper  Or 
unreasonable.  These  may  be  apprehended  by  warrant, to  be  issued 
hv  nnv  b'stic»  of  thpr  nenep.  unon  due  ’Woof,  in  those  states  where 


McHenry  gave  his  strange  opi  i'jons,  Ja,v/:n«  Barney,  of  this  place, 
aided  by  two' of  his  crew,  gallantly  rescued  his  vessel,  the*  ship 
Sampson,  from  the  possession  of  15  Englishmen,  ami  brought  them 
to  Baltimore,  instead  of  Bring  carried  to  Jamaica,  as  was  kindlit 
designed  by  “his  majesty’s,  officers,”  one  of  v.  horn  was  killed  in 
the  affray  Some  months  after  he  ivas  again  taken'  and  sent  to 

■ Hirrhe  mo 

demand 
had  his 

. . , „ - against  him 

— they  plead  and  twistet.,  and  twisted  and  plead — but  his  counsel  and 
himself  disdained  to  mm  e s defence.  .Without  a word  further  than 
i the  examination  of  the  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  they 
submitted  the  case.  The  judge,  justified  him  oil  the  known  and 
acce|  t -d  pritieipks  of  tin- law,  mid  the  jure  pronounced  him  “not 
jjuiitjj’1  without  leuvjogthe  boss. 


the  State  laws  have  so  provided  ; and  being  apprehended,  may  be 
delivered  to  tlie  master,  or  other  person  duly  authorised  to  receive 
them.  The  act  of  congress  concerning  seamen  is  believed  to  tie 
confined  to  American  seamen  only,  and  consequently  will  attorn 
no  aid  or  remedy  in  the  present  case  ; and  the  remedy  under  the 
State  laws  may  not  always  be  found  to  answer  the  purpose*  lne 
claim  of  the  British  seamen  in  the  presentinstance  being  reasons:*, 
hie,  tlie  minister  may  lie  answered  that  ever  assistance  snail  ue 
given  for  tlie  recovery  of  them  which  the  laws  of  this  country  ad- 
mit and  direct.  , „ . . , 

It  certainly  is  an  object  of  particular  concern, to  the  British  na- 
tion, to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the  United  States  relative  to 
deserters  from  the  sea  service,  and  it  is  not  less  interesting  to  the 
United  States  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  Great  Britain  rela- 
tive to  tlie  impressment  of  American  seamen.  The  projector  an 
ttXcicie  relative  to  deserters  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Liston,  solar  as  i 
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Mn'dmianrt  it,  appears  robe  reasonable.  But  the  7th  clause  of  that 
project  is  so  expressed  as  noi  to  be  certainly  understood  by  me, 
and  will  require  to  be  otherwise  expressed  that  its  meaning  may 
not  be  misapprehended.  If  tins  article  is  associated  with  another 
concerning  the  impressment  of  American  seamen,  in  terms  satisfac- 
tory to  our  government,  I think  it  will  be  highly  advisable  to  agree 
upon  such  stipulations ; the  one  will  ne  very  agreeable  to  the  Bri- 
tish, and  the  other  to  the  American  nation,  ami  especially  at  a time 
when  the  sensibility  of  the  two  nations  seems  to  be  a little  excited 
upon  those  subjects,  A proposal  of  tins  kind,  I think,  should  be 
inade  without  delay  to  me  British  minister  here. 

1 am,  &c 

(Signed)  CHARLES  LEE. 

To  John  Adams,  president  ofthe  U.  States. 

The  A ttorney:general  having  read  and  considered  the  letter  of 
the  secretary  of  state  and  the  project  of  an  article  drawn  by  the 
secretary  ofthe  treasury,  on  the  subject  of  deserters,  which  are  pro- 
posed to  be  sent  to  the  British  minister  here,  expresses  liis  entire 
approbation  of  the  same. 

April  30, 1800. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  John  Marshall,  Esquire, secretary  of  state, 
to  Rufus  King,  minister  plenipotentiary  ofthe  United  States  at 
London,  dntetl 

Department  <jf  State . Sept.  20,  1300. 

“ The  impressment  of  our  seamen  is  an  injury  of  very  seriou® 
magnitude,  which  deeply  affects  the  feelings  and  the  honor  ofthe 
nation. 

“ This  valuable  class  of  men  is  composed  of  natives  and  foreign- 
ers, who  engage  voluntarily  in  our  service. 

, “No  right  has  been  asserted  to  impress  the  natives  of  America. 
Yet  they  are  impressed,  they  are  dragged  on  board  of  British  ships 
of  war,  with  evidence  of  citizenship  in  their  hands,  and  forced  by 
violence  there  to  serve,  until  Conclusive-testimonials  of  tlieir  birth 
can  be  obtained.  These  must  most  generally  besought  for  on  this 
side  ofthe  Atlantic.  In  the  mean  time  acknowledged  violence  is 
practised  on  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  by  compelling  him  to 
engage  and  continue  in  foreign  service.  Although  the  lords  ofthe 
admiralty  uniformly  direct  their  discharge  on  the  production  of 
this  testimony,  yet  many  must  perish  unrelieved,  and  all  are  de- 
tained a considerable  time,  in  lawless  and  injurious  confinement. 


that  it  will  manifest  the  sincerity  of  its  wishes  to  redress  this 
offence,  by  punishing  those  who  commit  it. 

“ We  hope  however  that  an  agreement  mav  he  entered  into  satis- 
tory  and  beneficial  to  both  parties  The.  artiel  • which  appears  to 
have  been  transmitted  by  my  predecessor,  While  it  satisfies  thi* 
country,  will  probably  restore  to  the  naval  service  of  G.  Britain 
a greater  number  ofse&men  than  will  be  lost  by  it.  Should  we  even 
be  mistaken  in  this  calculation,  yet  the  difference  cannot  ho  put 
iu  competition  with  the  mischief  which  may  result  from  the  irrita- 
tion justly  excited,  hv  this  practice,  throughout  the  United  States. 
The  extent  and  justice  of  the  resentments  it  produces,  may  be 
estimated  in  Britain  by  inquiring  what  impressions  would  be  made 
oil  them  by  similar  conduct  on  the  port  of  this  government. 

“Should,  we  impress  from  the  merchant  service  of  Britain  not 
only  Americans  but  foreigners,  and  even  British  subjects,  how  long 
would  such  a course  of  in j >ijv  uuredressed  be  permitted  to  pass  un- 
re  vengerl?  How  lor.g  Would  the  government  be  content  with  un- 
successful remonstrance  l I believe,  sir,  that  only  the  most  prompt 
correction  of,  or  compensation  for,  the  abuse,  would,  be  admitted  as 
satisfaction  in  such  a case. 

“If  the  principle  of  this  government  forbid  it  to  retaliate  by  im- 
pressments, there  is  yet  another  motfe,  which  might  be  resorted  to. 
We  might  authorise  our  ships  of  war,  though  not  to  impress,  yet  to 
recruit  sailors  on  board  British  merchantmen.  Such  are  the  induce- 
ments to  enter  into  our  naval  service,  that  we.beli.eva  even  thi£ 
practice  would  very  seriously  affect  the  navigation  of  Britain. — 
How,  sir,  would  it  be  received  by  the  British  nation  ? 

“ Is  it  not  more  advisable  to  desist  from  and  to  take  effectual 
measures  to  prevent  an  acknowledged  wrong,  than  by  persever- 
ance iu  that  wrong,- to  e&cite  against  themselves  the  well  founded 
resentments  of  America,  and  farce  our  government  into  measures 
which  may  very  possibly  terminate  in  opcm  rupture.” 

(No.  II.) 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Thomas  Pinckney,  Esq.  to  file  secretary  of 
state— dated 

“ London , January  3,  1793. 

“ I have  only  time  to  say,  by  the  present  opportunity,  that  their 
contents  shall  be  duly  attended  to.  I have  strongly  urged  die  adop- 
tion of  equitable  regulations  concerning  seamen,  and  from  a con- 
ference with  lord  Grenville  this  day,  I have  greater  hojK*  of  a fa- 
vorable termination  of  this  negotiation  thau  I hitherto  entertained; 
My  expectations  on  this  head  are,  however,  only  founded  on  what 
lord  Grenville  declares  to  be  bis  own  ideas'  of  the  subject  at  present ; 
but  as  this  business  particularly  concerns  another  department,  no- 
thing Conclusive  can  be  relied  on  from  a declaration  thus  expressly 
confined.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Thomas  Pinckney,  Esq.  to  the  secretary'  of 
state — dated 

“ London,  March  13,  1793. 

“ Our  trade  continues  subject  to  great  inconvenience,  both  from 
our  seamen  being  impressed  from  the  idea,  of  tlieir  being  British  sub- 
jects, and  from  their  entering  voluntarily  on  board  ofthe  king’s 
sldps,  tempted  by  the  present  high  bounties.  I have  had  frequent 
conversations  on  this  subject  with  lord  Grenville,  who  always  ex-' 
presses  himself  to  be  sensible  of  the  inconvenience  to  widen  we 
are  subjected,  and  desirous  to  apply  aremedy  ; but  still  nothing  de- 
cisive is  done.  Our  consuls  are  permitted  to  protect  from  impress- 
ment such  of  tritv  seamen  as  are  natives  of  America,  but  no  others  ; 
and  the  difficulty  of  determining  by  agreement  who  besides  na- 
tives are  to  be  considered  as'  citizens  of  the  United  States,  will,  I 
fear,  during  the  present  generation  at  least,  remain  an  olwtacle  t<» 
every  other  plAn  than  that  of  letting  the  vessel  protect  a given 
. number,  of  men,  according  to  her  tonnage.  I insist  upon  the 
terms'  of  our  act  of  Congress  as  the  rule  of  discrimjnatiiyi,  and 
shew  that  in  point  of  tim**,  it  accords  with  an  act  of  their  own  re- 
lating to  seamen.  I send  you  herewith  a transcript  of  a represen- 
tation! made  on  the  subject  of  British  officers  detaining  deserters 
from  our  vessels,  under  pretence  of  tlieir  being  Englishmen,  and 
extorting  the. payment  of  their  wages  : on  this  List  subject  a ques- 
Ltion  is  now  pending  in  a court  of  admiralty  ; the  former  remains 
it  claims  and  exercises,  may  certainly  be  ceded  to  others.' To  deny  | withoutmn  answer  from  the  lords  commissioners  of  that  dejwrf- 
this,  would  be  to  deny  the  equality  of  nation?,  and  to  make  it  a meat.  Lord  Grenville  having  said  that  he  Wished  me  to  liave  some 
question  of  power  and  not  of  right-  conversation  with  Mr.  Bund,  on  account  of  his  being  particularly 

“ If  the  practice  of  the  British  government  may  be  quoted,  well  acquainted  wi»h  this  subject  ;■  I told  his  lordship  I Inulnoob- 
thac  practice  is  to  maintain  and  defend  in  their  sea  service  all 
those,  of  any  nation.,  who  have  voluntarily  engaged  in  it,  or  Who, 
according  to  their  laws,  have  become  British  subjects. 

“ Alien  seamen,-  not  British  subjects,  engaged  in  our  merchant 
service,  ought  to  be  equally  exempt  with  citizens  from  impress- 
ments : we  have  a right  to  engage  them,  and  have  a right  to,  and  an 
interest  in  their,  persjons,  Vo  the  extent  of  the  service  contracted 
to  be  performed.  Britain  has  no  pretext  of  right  to  their  persons 
or  to  their  service.  , To  tear  them,  then,  from  our  possession,  is  at 
the  same  time  an  insult  and  an  injury.  It  is  all  act  of  violence 
for  which  there  exists  no  palliative. 

We  know  well  that  the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between 
ve  Americans  and  British  subjects  has  been  used  with' respect 
to  natives,  as  an  apology  for  the  injuries'  complained  of.  It  is  not 
pretended  that  tins  apology  can  be  extended  to  the  ease  of  foreign- 
ers, and,  with  respect  to  natives,  we  donbt  the  existence  of  the  dif- 
ficulty alleged.  W e know  well  that  among  that  class  of  people  called 
seamen  we  can  readily  distinguish  between  a native  American  and  a 
person  raised  to  manhood  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ; and  we  do 
not  perceive  any  reason  why  the  capacity  of  making  this  distinc- 
tion should  not  be  possessed  in  the  same  degree  by  one  nation  as  by 
the  other. 

“ If  therefore  no  regulation  can  be  formed  which  shall  effectu- 
ally secure  all  seamen  on  board  American  merchantmen,  we  have 
X nght  to  expect  front  the  justice  of  the  British  government,  from 
its  regard  for  the  friendship  ofthe  United  S rates  audits  own  honor, 


“ It  is  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  right  of  a friendly  nation,  to 
quire  that  measures  be  taken  by  the  British  government  to  prevent 
the  continued  repetition  of  such  violence  by  its  agents.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  punishing  and  frowning  on  those  who  perpetrate 
it.  The  mere  release  of  the  injured,  after  a long  course  of  serving 
and  suffering,  is  no  compensation  for  the  past,  and  no  security  for 
the  future.  It  is  impossible  not  to  believe  that  the  decisive  inter- 
ference of  the  government  in  this  respect,  would  prevent  a prac- 
tice, the  continuance  of  which  must  inevitably  produce  discoid 
between  two  nations  which  ought  to  be  the  friends  of  eacli^other. 

Those  stamen  who  Were  horn  in  a foreign  country,  have  been 
adopted  by  this,  were  either  the  subjects  of  Britain  Or  some  other 
power. 

“ The  right  to  impress  those  who  were  British  subjects,  has  been 
asserted,  and  the  right  to  impress  those  of  every  other  nation  has 
pot  been  disclaimed. 

“ Neither  the  fine  practice  hor  the  other  can  be  justified. 

“ With  the  naturalization  of  foreigners,  no  other  nation  can  in- 
'terfere,  further  than  the  rights  of  that  other  are  effected.  Tin- 
fights  of  Britain  are  certainly  not  effected  by  the  naturalization  of 
other  than  British  subjects,  Consequently  those  persons  wba,  ac- 
cording to  our  laws,  are  citizens,  must  be  sa  considered  by  Britain, 
and  every  other  power  not  having^  couriering  claim  to  the  person. 

* 1’he  U.  States,  therefore,  require  positively,  that  their  seamen 
w ho  are  not.  British  subjects.  Whether  born  in  America  or  elsewhere, 
shall  be  exempt  from  impressments. 

i “ The  case  of  British  subjects,''  whether  naturalized  or  not,  is 
is  more  questionable  ; but  the  right  even  to  impress  them  is  denied. 
The  practice  of  the  British  government  itself,  mav  certainlv,  in 
a controversy  with  that  government,  he  relied  on.  'The  privilege 


jeciion  to  conversing  with  any  person  appointed  by  him  on  this' 
subject.  In  a few  daysT  received  the  enclosed  note  from  Mr- 
Boud,  to  which  I sent  the  answer  annexed,  in  onler  to  produce- an 
explanation,  whereby  neither  more*  nor  less  than  the  proper,  degree 
of  importance  might  be  attached  to  the.  conference-.  Mr.  Bond 
came  : he  said  he  had  no  commission  to  treat  on  tlie  sbbject;  wc 
therefore  agreed  tliat  it  was  to  be  considered  oltoge£her  as  an  i,-’- 
fformal  conversation.  We  discoursed  at  length  upon  the  subject; 
buttf  ik>  not  find  that  we  are  nearer  coming  to  a conclusion  on  the, 
b«^i*e«s  than  we  were  before.'  He  appeared  not  to  be  prepared  for 
fcjjlitlijt  ofthe  reciprocity  which  I conteuded  should  form  the 
pMsKnd  pervade  the  whole  ofthe  transaction  ; for  when  be  urged, 
the  point  of  our  seamen.or  at  least  their  captain  in  their  behalf,  being 
furniSlied  with  their  testimonials  of  their  being  Americans  before 
they  1\  ft  our  ports,  I fold  him  the  inconveniences  arising  from  tlfiv 
procedure  Would  be  equally  felt  by  both  nations ; for  that  we  should 
expect  tilth*  seamen  to  be  furnished  with  similar  testimonials  wher* 
they  came  to  our  ports  to  those  they  expected  our  mariners  would 
bring  to  theirs ; he- asked  in  what  instance  it  waulil  become  neces- 
sary, (alluding.  Ipresume,  to  our  not  being  in  the  habit  of  impress^ 
iug  ;)  I answer*-*!,  i bat  unless  we  could  come  to  some  accommoda- 
tion which  might  insure  our  seamen  against  this  oppression,  mea- 
sures would  be  -tak««l  to  cause  the  inconvenience  to  be  < qually  f.  lv 
on  both  -ides.  I have  not  since  seen  Mr.  Bond,  but  find  be  is  ot-v 
dtml  out  to  America  with  the  title  of  consul-general  for  the  nfi*' 
die  and  southern  starts.” 
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Slxtvaf't'of  a note  from  Mr.  .Tav.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minis-  men  were  detained,  having,  in  many  instances,  sailed  before  an  ex. 
ter  Plenipotentiary  oi'  the  United  States  at  London,  to  Lord  lamination  was  made  in  consequence  of  my  application*. 
Grenville,  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  datrd  I “It.  is  curtain,  that  some  o;  those  who  have  applied  to  me  are 

London,  July  30,  1793.  (not  American  citizens,  but  the  exceptions  are.  m my  opinion.  lew, 
“The  undersigned  finds  itar.soto  be  his  duty  to  represent,  that  land  the  evidence,  exclusive  of  certificates,  has  Lit  • *i<  sue1'  s»s,v.»  most 
the  im-gulsrici*  s before  mentioned  extend  not  only  to  the  capture  c ist*,  to  satisfy  me,  that  the  applicants  were  real  Americans,  w o 
and  condemnation  of  American  vessels  and  property,  and  to  m.-,  have  been  forced  into  tm-  British  service,  and  who,  v :<h  s»  ',iu..r 
usual  personal  severities,  hut  even  to  the  impressment  of  Ami  rican  '■  constancy,  have  generally  persevered  in  ivl  using  pay  or  ..minty* 
citizens,  to  serve  on  board  of  armed  vessels.  He  forbears  to  dwfil  j though  in  some  instances  they  have  been  in  servn  . more  tn.i  t "■  o 
on  the  injuries  done  to  those  unfortunate  individuals,  or  on  the  years.  As  the  applications  for  my  aid  seemed  to  increase,  mu  i me 
emotions  which  they  must  naturally  excite,  either  in  the  breasts  oi  i siispe;  sionot  the  consular  po\fer  to  grant  protections  (owing 
the  nation  to  whom  they  belong,  or  of  the  just  and  humane  of  eve*  exposed  situation  of  our  st  amen  in  consequenc 
*’  ‘ ’ 1 ! power)  I judged  it 


ry  country.  His  reliance  on  the  justice  and  benevolence  of  his 
majesty  leads  him  to  indulge  a pleasing  expectation,  that  orders 
will  be  given,  that.  Americans  so  circumstanced  in  immediately  li- 
berated. and  that  persons  honored  with  his  majesty's  commissions 
do  in  future  abstain  from  similar  violences 
& It  is  with  cardial’ satisfaction  that  the  undersigned  reflects  on 
•the  impressions  which  such  equitable  and  conciliatory  measur  s 
Would  make  on  the  minds  of  the  United  States,  and  ho\v(nacturally 
they  would  inspire  and  clierisli  tliose  sentiments  and  dispositions 
which  never  fail  to  preserve  as  well  as  to  produce  respect,  esteem 
qnd  friendship.” 


Extractor  a letter  from  Mr.  King,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  The 
United  States  at  London,  to  Lord  Grenville,  dated 
London , Greet*  Cumber l and  Place,  November.  30,1796. 

“Iri  your  lordships  letter  of  the  21st  of  September,  in  answer  to 
fov  application  for  the  discharge  of  Maxwell,  anAmc  ri  an  citizen, 
impressed  and  detained  onboard  his  majesty’s  ship  Sandwich,  the 
reason  assigned  against  his  discharge  is  “ that  he  is  married  and  set- 
tled at  Bristol  and  I uitder stand  that  the  orders  of  the  lords com- 
missioners of  the  admiralty  lor  the  discharge  of  American  seamen 
Usually  contain  a proviso,  that  the  discharge  is  not  to  operate  in 
favor  of  any  person  who  has  entered  on  board  of  any  of  hismaj>  s- 
ty’s  ships,  or  who  is  married  or  settled  within  any  oi  his  majesty’s 
dominions.  Without  admitting,  or  contesting,  oa  this  occasion, 
the  rule  of  English  law,  that  a subject  cannot  divest  himself  of  his 
natural  allegiance,  I take  the  liberty  to  request  your  lordships  at- 
tention to  the  diversity  of  practice,  so  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  American  citizens,  that  prevails  in  the  application  of  tuis  law. 

“ If  Great- Britain  requires  the  acquiescence  or  foreign- nations  in 
this  law,  so  far  as  regards  uie  requisition  of  her  subjects  married 
and  settled  abroad,  or  voluntarily  engaged  in  foreign  service,  is  she 
not  bound  to  observe  it  in  like  manner  herself, in  respect  to  the  sub- 
jects of  foreign  powers,  under  similar  circumstances,  iu.lier  service 
or  within  her  dominions  ? If  to  the  demand  of  a foreigner  in  her 
service  byt.be  nation  to  which  he  belongs,  Great  Britain  answers, 
that  such  foreigner  cannot  be  delivered,  because  lie  has  voluntari- 
ly engaged  to-  serve  his  majesty,  or  is  married  or  settled  within 
his  majesty’s  dominions,  is  site  not  bound  by  her  ow  n principles  to 
admit  the  Validity  of  the  same  answ  er  from  such  foreign  nation, 
when  she  requires  the  surrender  of  British  subjects  found  in  a si- 
milar predicament  in  the  service  or  within  the  territory  of  such  fo- 
reign nation?  Justice,  which  is  impartial,  furnishes  tiie  proper  an- 
swer to  tins'.'  questions. 

“Admitting  then,  that  the  voluntary  contract  of  ail  American 
citizen  within  his  majesty’s  dominions,  is  the  foundation  of  a rigid 
in  Jfis  maj  sty’s  government  to  refuse  the  requisition  ofthe  United 
States  of  America,  that  such  citizens  should  bo  discharged  from  his 
majesty’s  service,  do  w'e  not  thereby  establish  a principle  that  at 
once  condemns  and  puts  an  end  to  .the  practice  of  his  majesty’s  na- 
val officers,  in  entering  Atnericanjships,  in  search  of  and  for  the 
purpose  ot  impressing  British  seamen,  since  all  seamen  louud  on 
hoard  such  ships  arc  there  of  choice  and  by  voluntary  contract  to 
serve  in  the  American  employ? 

“But  if  neither  of  these  circumstances  can  be  considered  as  just- 


ly giving  a right  to  his  majesty’s-gov^rnment  to  refuse  the  discharge 
of  American  citizens,  does  it  not  result  that  flic  usual  pros  iso  con- 
nected with  the  orders  for  the  discharge’ of  such  citizens,  and  which 
is  assigned  as  a.  reason  agaif-st  the' discharge  of  Jno.  Maxwell,  is 

bout  any  jurt  foundation,  and  consequently  operates  to  the  dis-  that  Lord  St.  Vincent  will  likewise  be  inclined 
a.-tage  and  injury  dt  American  citizens.”  t i nted  remonstrances  against  the  impressmen 


with 

adva 
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A tile  denial  o this 

same,  though!  saw  liitie  prospect  oi  any 
p.  rmanent  agreement,  to  attempt  to  obtain  the  cons  :o  <•»  ibis  go- 
i.mment,  tiiat,  ur.d..  r certain  regulations,  our  consuls  should  again 
be  authorised  to  grant  certificates  of  citizenship,  to  our  s-amvu.-r 
My  letter  to  Lord  Grenville  and  his  answer  you  have  enclosed. 

“ I likewise  send  you  the  copy  of  another  letter,  to  whicn  I have 
received  no  answer,  that  I wrote  to  Lord  Grenville  i:. order  to  ex; 
pose  the  inconsistency  with  the  Laws  ai  ti  principles  os’  British  alle- 
giance of  a rul*  by  w'iiicii  acknowledged  'Americans  are  detained  in 
ti»e  British  service.” 


Extractor  a letter  from  Rufus  King,  esq.  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

London,  Inarch  15,  1799. 

“ IMPRESSING  OF  SEAMEN. 

“I  then  mentioned  our  dissatisfaction  w ith  the  continuation  ofthe 
practice  of  taking  out  of  our  ships,  met  on  the  main  ocean,  : 
of  their  crews  as  did  not  possess  certificates  of  American  citizen- 
ship ; denying,  as  Iliad  often  done,  in  former  conferences  upon  the 
same  subject,  any  right  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  upon  which  j 
the  practice  could  be  founded  ; ami  suggesting  that  our  ships  of  warA 
by  permission  of  our  government,  might  with  equal  right  pursue 
the  same  practice  tow  ards  their  niurciiataroen. 

“ That  not  only  seamen  who  spoke  tin  English  language,  and' 
wdio  were  evidently  English  or  Anurican  subjects,  but  also  all  Da-i 
nish,  Swedish,  arse!  and  other  foreign  seamen,  who  could  not  re- 
ceive American  protections,  were  indiscriminately  taken  from  tlieirt 
voluntary  service  in  our  neutral  employ,  and  forced  into  the  w ar  in 
the  naval. service  of- Great  Britain. 

“ That  on  this  subject  we  had  again  and  again  offered  to  concur' 
in  a convention,  which  we  thought  practicable  to  be  formed,  and 
which  should  settle  these  questions  in  a manner  that  would  be  safe 
for  England,  and  satisfactory  to  us. 

“That  to  decline  such  comention,  and  to  persist  in  prac  tie 
which  wre  were  persuaded  could  not  be  vindicated,  especially  to  the 
extent  it  was  carried,  seemed  less  equitable  and  moderate  than  w e 
Had  aright  to. expect. 

“ Lord  Grenville  stated  no  precise  principle  upon  which  he  sup- 
posed this  practice  could  be  justified,  and  the  conversations  ponj 
this  point,  like  many  others  upon  the  same  subject,  ended  witrioqi 
a prospect  of  sat  isfaction.  The  French  and  Spaniards,  and  even 
oth_r  nation,  might  pursue  the  same  eou duct  ay  rightfully  as  Great 
Britain  does.  With  respect  to  foreign  seamuf  in  our  employ,  this 
government  has,  if  I recollect,  yielded : he  point,  though  their  offi- 
cers continue  the  practice.  We  are  assured  all  Americans  shaii  bet 
discharged  on  application  for  that  purpose,  and  that  orders  to  toil 
effect  have  been  given  to  their  naval  commanders  ; but  this  is  fid 


short  of  satisfaction— indeed, to  acquit  sceiu  it, is  to  give  up 


this  is  &t 
the  right.’’ 


Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  King  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  date 

London , Feb.  23,  1801. 


The  progress  w hich  had  been  made. in  our  negotiation  with  this 
ivevunient,  was  such  as  must  have  brought  it  to  a spe  d,  coiu'lu 


PC'- 


gov«  . . . . 

sion,  had  not  a change  taken  place  in  the  department  of  foreign  at 
fairs:  that  the  result -would,  in  the  main,  have  been  -satisfactory! 
i?  more  than  J am  authorised  to  say,  though  1 flattered  myself  with 
the  hope- filial  it  would  be  so.  Lord  Hawksbury  assures  me  that  hf 
will  give  to  the  several  subjects,  which  have  been  pretty  fully  dis 
cussed,  an  early  and  impartial  consideration  ; and  I am  in  bom 


Extract  of  a letter  from  Rufus  King,  esq.  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
dated 

“ London,  April  13.  1797. 

“ SEAMEN. 

“ It  was  before  my  arrival  that  Lord  Grenville  had  expressed  to 
Mr.  Pu.ekney  u dissatisfaction  with  the  practice  of  granting  protec- 
tions to  Americans. -amen  by  our  consuls. 

• “ Before  I received  your  opinion  on  this  subject,  Lord  Grenville 
had  written  me  a letter,  in  winch  this  branch  of  the  consular  pow- 
er is  denied,  and  notice  given  to  us  that  the  practice  must  becli.v 


the  vexations  of  our  trade.” 


to  attend  to  ouv 
t of  our  seamen,  an 


transmuting  n to 


Extract  of  a letter  from  Rufus  King,  esq.  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Nnv-Yor!-.  July  , 1863. 

“ SIR— I take  the  liberty  to  add  a few  miscellaneous  articles,  by 
way  of  supplement  to  my  last  despatch. 

“ A MERICAM  SEA  MEN. 

“ As  soon  as  the  war  appeared  to  me  unavoidable,  I thought 
advisable  to  i-c new  the  attempt  to  form  an  arrangement  with  thi 
British  government  for  the  protection  of  our  seamen.  With  tlr 
view,  I had  several  conferences,  both  with  Lard  lla-wksburv  sui 


continued.  A copy  of  this  letter,  and  of  mil 

our  several  consuls,  I had  the  honor  to  send  _ 

tile  loth  oi  December.  Previous  to  the  communication  of  ti.iVry  } might  be  in  their  power  to  prevent  tin 
solution  oi  tlie  British  .government,  it  had  been  notified  hir.  eject,  that  had  so  frequently  manifested 

Pinckney,  that  all  applications  tor  the  discharge  of  Anierif  :dj*enf^  with  very  candid  professions,  I however  found  several  ohjectioi 
men  impressed  into  the  Br.tish  service,  must  in  future  come  thwidjhH  in  discussing  the  project  with  the  first;  lord  of  the  admiralty.  Lai 
the  American  minister,  instead  of  coming  from  the  American  ton- ! Hawkshury  having  promised  to  sign  any  agreement  upon  the 
suls,  as  bad  been  customary.  One  co-.. sequence  of  this  regulation  jj.-c-t  that  I should  conclude  with  Lord  St.  Vincent,  I endeavor- -d 
lias  been,  that  the  subject,  in  all  its  details  lias  come  under  my  ob-  qualify  and  remove  the  objections  he  oa'ered  to  our  project, 
terra  non.,  ant! _ its  importance,  I coni;  ss,  is  much  greater  than  I had  finally,  the  day  before  I left  London,  Lord  St.  Vincent  cousem 
tupfiusvJ  it*  Instead  ot  a lew,  and  those  in  many  instances  eqnt- 1 fo  tiie  following  regulations: 

vocui  eases,  I na  > e.  since  the  month  ot  July  past,  made  application  j “ l.  No  seaman  or  seafaring  person  shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  at 
for  dm  discharge  from  British  men  ot'  war  of  271  seamen,  who,!  without  the  jurisdiction  of  either  party,  be  demanded  cr  take.ioi 


stating  themselves  to  V Americans,  have  claimed  my  interference,  of  any  ship  or  w ss- 1 belonging  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  oi 
Oi  this  . u mb  r,  86  have-  been  ordered  by  the  admiralty  to  be  dis- 1 of  the  parties,  by  the  public  or  private  armed  ships  or  men  of  w 
charged  ; 37  more  have  been  detained  as  British  subjects,  or  as  j bl  -onging  to  or  in  the  service  of  the  other  party ; and  strict  orth 
A r.-can  volunteers,  or  for  want  oi  proof  that  they  are  Americans ; j shall-  be  given  for  the  due  observance  of  this  eng; 
and  to  my  applications  for  the  discharge  ofthe  remaining  148,  I : “2.  Each  party  will  prohibit  4 ts  citizens  or  sui 

Bays  rc<K»v*ed  u«  afcsvmi’j  ike  slops  ov  hwu'ti  of  which  these  s eg-  dtjstii*eJy  concealing  or  carrying  away  from  the  f 
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Dial  possessions  of  the  other,  any  seaman  belonging  to  such  other 

par';. 

. These  regulations  shall  be  in  force  for  five  years,  and  no 

longer* 

“On  parting  with  liis  lordship,  I engaged  to  draw  up,  in  the  form 
of  a convention,  ai  d scud  him  the  se  articles,  in  the  corny  ot  tlie 
evening,  who  promised  to  forward  them,  with  his  approbation,  to 
Lord  Haw *esbury : Jr  accordingly  prepared  and  sent  the  draft  to 
Li  > lordship,  kvlioV-iil  me  a letter  in  the  course  of  the  night,  stating 
e ton  further  ref.  ctiou  lie  was  o!'  opinion,  that  the  narrow  seas 
should  be  xpressly  excepted,  they  having  been,  as  his  lordship  n- 
jnarlud.  iSiihemorially  considered  to  be  within  the  do>ni)ii<  n of 
Gr  ;■  Britain ; that  with  this  correction  lie  had  suit  the  proposed 
c-oi  v cation  to  Lord  Hawkcsbury,  who,  his  lordship  presumed, 
would  3 it  sign  it  before  he  should  have  consulted  the  judge  of  the 
high  court  >»f  admiralty,  sir  William  Scott. 

A<  i h;d  supposed,  from  the  tenor  of  my  conferences  with  Lord 
St  You.  . . :.  -hut  the  doctrine  of  the  mare  clausum  would  not  be 
revived  agai  .si  us  oi  this  occasion,  but  that  England  would  bo 
eo»i  i » t with  tie*  limited  jurisdiction  or  dominion  over  the  seas  ati- 
jiv.eiit  to  her  territories,  which  is  assigned  by  the  law  of  nation's  to 
ot  ier  Stan  s,  I was  not  a Utile  disappointed  o;i  receiving  this  cone 
nnimcatioi! ; and  aft  r weighing  well  the  nature  of  the  principle 
arid  if.  . iv;. .. cages  of  its  admission,  1 concluded  to  abandon  the  ne- 
go.  i .tieii  rather  than  to  acquiesce  in  tiie  doctrine  it  proposed  to 
establish. 

“ I regret  not  to  have  been  able  to  put  this  business  on  a satisfac- 
tory footing  knowing,  as  I do,  its  v_ry  great  importance  to  iioth 
parties;  but  I fiatter  myself  that  I have  not  misjudged  the  inte- 
rest of  our  country,  in  refusing  to  sanction  a principle  that 
might  pe  productive  of  move  extensive  evils  than  those  it  was  our 
aim  to  prevent.” 


The  late  Baltimore  Riots. 

The  foil  wind;  official  papers  will  claim  an  attentive 
perusal.  They  are  calculated  to  diliuse  a great 
deal  of  light  on  the  laic  deploiable  transactions  in 
Baltimore,  and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  exone 
rate  the  gover  nor  of  the  state,  with  the  mayor  o 
the  citv  and  general  of  brigade,  from  the  many 
censures  that  are  attempted  to  be  heaped  upon 
them,  by  their  "political  enemies.  They  have  no 
other.  Ed.  Reg. 

COUNCIL  CHAMBER, 

Annapclis,  July  30, 1812. 
Sir— It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  I have  heard  of 
the  disorder  and  tumult  which  now  prevail  in  your 
city.  I have  received  no  official  information,  and 
tli e individual  accounts  in  some  respects  have  vari 
ed.  Ata  time  like  this,  harmony  and  co-operatioji 
of  exertion  are  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the 
common  cause  against  the  common  enemy,  and  al 
though  popular  zeal  is  commendable,  to  be  useful 
it  must  be  reasonable  and  restrained  within  the 
bounds  of  prudence  and  discretion.  Nor  can  we 
stop  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  provocation,  when 
the  general  peace,  tranquility  and  safety  appear  to 
be  so  alarmingly  menaced  by  the  further  prosecu 
tion  of  the  popular  proceedings.  The  object  of  thi.- 
letter  is  to  obtain  from  you,  by  the  return  of  the  ex 
press,  as  accurate  a statement  of  the  present  skua 
tion  of  the  city  as  it  may  be  in  your  power  to  fur 
nish,  in  order  that  I may  be  able  to  determine  upon 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  exercising  the  power, 
constitutionally  vested  in  me,  in  extraordinary 
emergencies,  affecting  the  public  peace  and  tranqui 
yty.  I have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BOWIE. 

Edward  Johnson,  Esquire, 

Mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

True  copy  from  the  original. 

NINIAN  PINKNEY, 
Cleric  oj  the  council. 

The  following  is  the  representation  of  General  Stride 
er  to  the  Governor 

Sir. — The  extraordinary  occurrences  which  have 
taken  place  here,  and  the  duties  imposed  on  me  its 


senior  officer  of  the  militia,  render  it  my  duty  to 
make  'he following  report  : 

On  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo,  in  consequence 
of  a transaction  which  it  is  not  my  particular  doty 
to  detail,  the  magistracy  deemed  it  necessary  to  »e- 
so  t i o the  military  for  maintenance  of  the  peace; 

nd  the  requi  i'ion  No.  1,  was  accordingly  handed 
t>>  me.  I,  /n  consequence, issued  the  order  marked 
to  major  Barney  ; hut  owing  to  the  la’.v-  hour  of 
1 he  night  and  the  remote  and  dispersed  situation  of 
the  members  composing  hi-  >quadron,  it  was  not 
until  midnight  that  anv  could  beembodied,  and  then 
no.  more  than  thirty  in  number.  At  the  dawn  of 
day  the  magistracy  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
<ji’in<i  order,  when  a number  of  persons  were  corn- 
m fed  lo  prison  in  consequence  oran  arrangement, 
whereby  they  surrendered  themselves  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

At  noon  on  Tuesday,  the  requisition  No.  2,  was 
handed  to  me,  which  produced,  on  my  pau,  the 
orders  marked  C,  C,  D,  calling  for  a force  which  I 
deemed  adequaie  to  the  preservation  of  order  and 
maintenance  of  peace;  but  although  every  exertion 
was  made,  bv  the  officers  designated  for  the  service, 
about  thirty-five  infan' ry  and  four  or  five  dragoons 
could  only  be  assembled  for  duty.  In  the  course 
of  the  afternoon,  I deemed  it  necessary  to  repair  to 
ffie  prison,  when  I found  that  the  assemblage  of 
people  had  greatly  diminished,  and  was  every  mo- 
ment decreasing.  In  this  state  of  things  it  wa* 
deemed  most  advisable  not  to  maich  the  military 
from  their  place  of  a setnblage  to  the  vicinity  a*' ha 
pri  on,  lest  such  a movement  should  draw  many 
hick  that  had  left  the  place,  as  well  as  prevent  ma- 
ny so  disposed,  from  leaving  it.  I alsostated  Lo  the 
mayor  that  the  mifitary  foice  had  fallen  far  short  of 
my  order  and  expectations,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
fr  m the  circumstance  and  the  then  appearances, 
their  longer  con'inuance  under  arms  had  better  be 
dispensed  with — they  were  accordingly  dismissed. 

That  they  were  inadequate  to  the  performance  of 
the  service  for  which  thev  were  required,  is  cer- 
tiin  ; and  I think  it  is  equally  so,  that  had  thev  been 
employed,  we  would  have  had  to  deplore  the  loss  of 
many  if  not  the  whole  of  them  The  zeal  of  the 
officers  appointed  for  this  service  could  not  be' sur- 
passed, but  such  w'as  the  excitement  occasioned  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  preceding  night,  that  the 
men  would  not,  or  did  not  obev  the  call  of  their 
officers.  JOHN  STRICKER, 

Brig.  Gen. 

II is  excellency  the  governor 
and  the  honorable  council 
of  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Baltimore,  Aug.  6,  1812. 

Copy. — No.  1. 

State  of  Mary  kind, 

Baltimore  county,  set. 

Whereas,  a large  assemblage  of  men  have  col- 
lected in  the  city,  and  it  is  apprehended  are  about  to 
assemble  again  for  the  purpose  of  committing  some 
unlawful  act;  And  whereas  a number  of  armed 
men  have  fired  on  this  assemblage,  and  it  is  appre- 
hended many  lives  will  be  lost  unless  an  adequate 
military  force  is  ordered  out  to  protect  the  lives  and 
preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  citizens,  this  is 
therefore,  to  certify  that  the  subscribers,  justices  of 
(he  peace  of  the  state  of  Maryland  fov  Baltimore 
county,  “ have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  state  is  likely  to  be  endangered  ;** 
and  they  therefore  by  these  presents,  recommend 
and  require  of  brigadier  general  Strieker,  to  order 
out  a sufficient  number  of  militia  to  preserve  the 


406 


THE  WEEKLY  REGISTER UPl’ER  CANADA 


peace  ami  quiet  of  the  city.  Given  under  our  hands 
jthis  27lh  day  of  July,  1812. 

(Signed!  JOHN  DOUGHERTY. 

I JOHN  F.  HARRIS. 

copy. — A. 

To  Major  Wm-  Barney, 

Whereas,  John  Dougherty  and  John  F.  Harris, 
justices  of  the  peace  for  Baltimore  county,  have 
"certified  to  me  that  *« they  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  state  is  likely  to 
j)e  endangered  ” and  have  recommended  and  requir- 
ed of  me  to  order  out  a sufficient  number  of  the 
militia  to  preservethe  peaceand  quiet  of  the  city  : — 
Now,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  tfie  said  requisition, 
you  are  hereby  ordered  forthwith  to  assemble  the 
pay  airy  under  your  command  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  state;  and  you  are  hereby  strictly 
enjoined  t.o  execute  the  duties  impose  upon  you  by 
this  order  with  firmness,  but  at  £he  same  time  with 
humanity,  and  on  no  account  to  fire  upon  any  aili 
zen  or  use  any  weapon  unless  the  lives  or  property  of 
gome  citizen  should  in  the  opinion  of  some  magis- 
tr?te  he  endangeted,  or  Unless  you  or  some  of  the 
men  under  your  command  should  be  attacked.  IVf  r. 
David  Fulton,  a justice  of  the  peace  will  attepd 
you. 

(Signed)  JOHN  STRICKER, 

Brig.  Cjen.  3d  brigade  Maryland  Militia. 

copy. — No.  2. 

Having  received  information,  and  Having  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  state 
js  likely  to  be  endangered,  you  are  hereby  authori 
sed  and  required  to  order  out  such  a portion  of  the 
militia  under  ypur  command,  as  may  be  deemed  re 
quisite  and  necessary  for  the  object  contemplated  in 
the  preservation  of  order  and  quiet  ; and  this  shall 
be  your  authority  for  so  doing.— Given  under  our 
hands  this  23th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1812. 

(Signed) 

EDW’D  JOHNSON, 

JOHN  SCOTT, 

J SMITH, 

JOHN  F.  HARRIS. 

Brig,  Gen.  Strieker. 

* COPY. — A- 

To  Col.  Joseph  Sterett , 

Whereas,  Edward  Johnson,  John  Scott,  Jobj 
Smith  and  John  F.  Harris,  justices  of  the  peace  Pfj 
the  state  of  Maryland,  have  notified  to  me  that  they 
have  good  reason  to  believe  “ the  peace  and  quiet 
pf  the  state  is  likely  to  be  endangered,”  and  have 
recommended  and  required  of  me  to  order  out  a 
sufficient  number  of  militia  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  stat  e;  Now  therefore,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  said  requisition,  you  are  hereby  order- 
ed forthwith  to  assemble  the  regiment  under  your 
command  to  ^preserve  the  peaceand  quiet  of  the 
State  ; and  you  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  to  exe- 
cute the  duties  imposed  upon  you  by  this  order,  with 
^rmness  but  at  the  saipe  time  with  humanity;  and 
pn  no  account  to  fire  on  any  citizen  or  use  any  wea- 
pon, unless  the  life  or  property  of  some  citizen 
should  be,  in  the  opinion  of  some  magistrate,  endan 
ge,  ed  ; or  unless  you  or  some  of  the  men  under  your 
command  should  be  attacked.  Mr.  Johnson,  a jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  mayor  of  the  city,  will  attend 

^°U’  (Signed^  JOHN  STRIC  TER, 

Brig.  Gen.  3d  brigade  Maryland  Militia. 
Baltimore,  %f>th  July , 1812. 


COPY. — C. 

To  Col.  David  Harris, 

Whereas,  Edward  Johnson,  John  Scott,  Job 
Smith  and  John  F.  Harris,  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  state  of  Maryland  for  Baltimore  county,  have 
certified  to  me  that  they  have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  state  is  likely  to  be 
endangered,  and  have  recommended  and  required 
of  me  to  order  out  a sufficient  number  of  the  mili- 
tia to  preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  state 
Now  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  said  requisition, 
you  arc  hereby  ordered  forthwith  to  cause  to  be  as- 
sembled at  the  intersection  of  Madison  and  Calveit 
streets,  tivo  companies  of  the  artillery  under  your 
command  ; and  you  are  also  required  to  order 
all  the  remaining  companies  of  your  regiment  to  as- 
semble at  their  respective  gunhouses  to  guard  their 
guns,  and  prevent  any  assemblage  of  the  people 
from  obtaining  possession  of  them.  In  the  execu- 
tion of  the  first  part  of  this  order  ; you  are  sti  icily- 
enjoined  to  act  with  firmness  but  at  the  same  time, 
with  humanity;  and  on  no  account  to  suffer  the 
companies  to  fire  or  use  their  swords  unless  you 
or  your  officer^  or  the  men  under  their  command 
should  be  attacked,  or  unless  the  life  or  propeity  o f 
some  citizen  should  in  the  opinion  of  some  magi- 
strate, be  endangered.  Ed  ward  Johnson,  esq.  ope 
of  thejustices  of  the  peace  and  mayor  of  the  city? 
will  attend  you. 

(Sjgned)  JOHN  ST  RICKER, 

Brig.  Gen.  3d  brigade  Maryland  Militia. 
Baltimore  ?Mh  July  1812. 

JOHN  STRICKER. 

Copy. — D. 

To  Major  Barney, 

Whereas,  Edward  Johnson,  John  Scott,  Job 
Smith  and  John  F.  Harris,  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  state  of  Maryland  for  Baltimore  county,  have 
certified  to  me  “ that  they  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  state  is  likely  to 
be  endangered,”  and  have  recommended  and  re- 
quired of  me  to  order  out  a sufficient  number  of  the 
militia  to  preserve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  state  : 
Now,  therefore,  in  obedience  to  the  said  requisition^ 
you  are  hereby  ordered  forthwith  to  assemble  the 
cavalry  under  your  command,  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  state;  and  you  are  hereby  strictly 
enjoined  to  execute,  the  duties  imposed  upon  you  by 
this  order,  with  firmness,  but  at  the  same  time  with 
humanity,  and  on  no  account  to  fire  upon  any  citi- 
zen, or  use  any  weapon,  unless  the  life  or  property 
of  some  citizen,  should  in  the  opinion  of  some 
fistrate  be  endangered,  or  unless  you  or  some  of 
the  men  under  your  command  should  be  attacked. 
Mr.  Edward  Johnspn,  mayor  of  the  city  and  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  will  attend  you. 

[Signed]  JOHN  STRICKER. 

Upper  Canada. 

From  the  Montreal  Herald  Extra — August  5. 

Proclamation. 

The  unprovoked  declaration  of  war,  by  the 
United  States  of  America,  against  the  united  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  its  dcpenr 
dencies,  has  been  followed  by  the  actual  invasion 
of  this  province  in  a remote  frontier  of  the  western 
district  by  a detachment  of  the  armed  force  of  the 
United  States.  The  officer  commanding  that  de- 
tachment, has  thought  proper  to  invite  his  majesty’s* 
subjects  not  merely  to  a quiet  and  unresisting  sub- 
mission;, but  insults  them  with  a call  to  seek  yolfiip 


tHE  WEEKLY  REGISTER THE  QUAKERS'  ADDRESS. 


407 


tarRy  the  protection  of  his  government.  Without 
condescending  to  repeat  the  illiberal  epithets  be- 
stowed in  this  appeal  of  the  commander  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Upper  Canada,  on.  the  administration  ol  his 
majesty,  every  inhabitant  of  the  province  is  desired 
to  seek  the  confutation  of  such  indecent  slander  in 
the  review  of  Ins  own  particular  circumstances. 
Wherei*  theCanadiao  sn1  jeer  whq  can  truly  alfirm 
to  himself  that  he  hss  been  injured  by  the  govqrn 
nient  in  his  person,  bis  hbeity  or  his  property  ? 
W ;e.ie  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  world 
growth  so  rapid  in  wealth  as  this  colony  exhibits? 
Settled  not  thirty  years  by  a band  of  veterans  ex 
iled  from  their  former  possessions  on  account  of 
their  loyalty,  not  a descendant  of  these  brave  peo 
pic  is  to  be  found,  who  under  the  fostering  liberali 
tv  of  their  sovereign,  bax  not  acqui  .da  property 
and  means  of  enjoyment  superior  to  what  were  po  - 
sessed  by  their  ancestors 


these  provinces  doe3  not  make  the  the  most  proini 
nent  condition. 

Be  not  dismayed  at  the  unpi-lifiable  threat  of  the 
commander  of  the  enurn’s  forces,  to  lefuse  quaiter 
should  an  Indian  appear  in  the  r inks — The  brtfve 
bands  of  natives  which  inhabit  this  cub  n v,  wen?, 
!ike  his  majesty’s  subjects,  punished  fur  theirze.il 
and  fidelity  by  tins  loss  of  their  possessions  :n  '.i.e, 
late  colonies,  and  rewarded  by  h:»  majesty  witn 
lands  of  superior  value  in  this  province  ; the  faith  ot 
the  British  government  has  never  yet  been  viol  ited, 
•hey  feel  that  the  soil  they  inh*  it  ;s  to  them  and 
their  posterity  protected  from  the  base  arts  so  fre- 
quently dcvi;ed  to  over  reach  their  simplicity.  By 
what  new  principle  a i e Ihev  to  be  prevented  trout 
defending  their  property?  If  their  warfare  from  be- 
ing different  from  that  of  white  people  is  more  ter- 
jiific  to  the  enemy,  let  him  terrace  l.is  steps — they 
him  not — and  cannot  expect  to  find  women 


This  unequalled  prosperity  could  not  have  been  and  children  in  an  nr.-adingatmv  ; but  they  arc  men, 


attained  by  the  utmost  liberality  of  the  government 
or  the  persevering  industry  of  the  people,  had  not 
the  maritime  power  of  the  mother  country  secured 
to  its  colonists  a safe  access  to  every  market  where 
the  produce, of-  their  labor  was  in  demand. 

Toe  unfavorable  and  immediate  consequence  of  a 
separation  from  Great.  C.itain  must  be  the  loss  of 


and  have  equal  rights  with  all  other  men  to  defend 
themselves  and  their  property  when  invaded,  more 
«v.,pcci  lly  when  they  find  in  the  enemy’s  camp  a 
ferocious  and  niortaj  foe  using  the  same  warfare 
which  the  American  commander  affects  to  rep,o- 
bate. 

This  inconsistent  and  unjustifiable  threat  of  refu- 


this  inestimable  advantage,  and  what  is  offered  you  King  quarter  for  such  a cause  as  being  found  in  arms 
in  exchange — to  become  a territory  oi  the  United  with  a brother  sufferer  in  defence  of  invaded  rights. 
States,  and  share  with  them  that  exclusion  from  I most  be  exercised  with  the  certain  assurance  of  re- 
the  ocean,  which  the  policy  of  their  present  gov-  taxation,  not  only  in  the  limited  operations  of  wap 

in  this  part  of  the  king's  dominions,  but  in  every 


ernment  lnlorccs — you  are  not  even  Battered  with  a 
participation  of  their  boasted  independence,  and 
it  is  bur  too  obvious  that  once  exchanged  from  the 
powerful  protection  of  the  united  kingdom  von 
mutt  be  re-annexed  to  the  dominion  of^ France,  from 
which  the  provinces  of  Canada  were  wrested  by 
the  arms  of  Great  Britain,  at  a vast  expcnce  of 
blood  and  treasure,  from  no  other  motive  than  to 
relieve  her  ungrateful  children  from  the  oppression 
of  a cruel  neighbor — this  restitution  of  Canada  to 
the  empire  of  France  was  he  stipulated  reward  for 
the  aid  offered  to  the  revolted  colonies  now  the 
United  States — the  debt  is  still  due,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  the  pledge  has  been  renewed  on  a 
consideration  for  commei cial  advantages  or  rather 
for  an  expected  relaxation  in  the  tyranny  of  France 
over  the  commercial  world — ARE  you  prepared,  in- 
habitants of  Upper  Canada,  to  become  willing  sub- 
jects or  rather  slaves  to  the  despot  who  rules  the 
nations  of  Europe  with  a rod  of  iron  ? If  not,  arise 
inabody,  exertyour  energies,  co  operate  cordially 
with  the  king's  regular  forces  to  repel  the  invader  , 

• and  dp  not  give  cause  to  your  children  when  groan 
ing  under  the  oppression  of  a foreign  master-  to  re- 
proach you  with  having  too  easily  parted  with  the 
richest  inheritance  of  this  earth — a participation  in 
the  name,  character  and  freedom  of  Britons. 

The  same  spirit  of  justice  which  will  make  every 
reasonable  allowance  for  the  unsuccessful  efforts  of 
zeal  and  loyalty,  will  not  fail  to  punish  the  def-lca 
tion  of  principle  ; every  Canadian  free  holder  is  by 
deliberative  choice  bound  by  the  most  solemn  oaths 
to,  defend  the  monarchy  as  well  as  his  own  proper- 
ty ; to  shrink  front  that  engagement  is  treason  not 
tu  be  forgiven;  let  no  man  suppose  that  if  in  this 
unexpected  struggle  his  majesty's  arms  should  be 
compelled  to  yield  to  an  overwhelming  force,  the 
province  will  be  eventually  abandoned  ; the  endeared 
relations  of  its  first  settlers,  the  intrinsic  value  of  its 
commerce  and  the  pretensions  of  its  powerful  aval 
to  repossess  the  Canadas,  are  pledges  that  no  peace 
will  be  established  by  the  United  States  and  Great' 


quarter  of  the  globe,  for  the  national  character  of 
Britain  is  not  less  distinguished  for  humanity  than 
strict  retributive  justice,  which  will  corn  icier  the 
execution  of  this  inhuman  threat  as  del, her  .five 
murder  for  which-  everv  sin  ject  of  the  offendiug 
power  must  make  expiation. 

ISAAC  BROCK,  major  gen.  and  pies. 

Head  quarters  Fort  George,  22d  July,  1S12. 

By  order  of  hi*  honor  the  president. 

J.  B.  GLEGG.  Cant.  A.  D.  C. 

COD  SAVE  THE  KITQ. 


The  Quakers’  Address. 

When  the  prince  regent,  at  the  late  ievee  retired 
to  his  closet,  he  was  theie  waited  upon  by  a depu- 
tation from  the  general  society  of  Friends  common- 
ly called  Quakers,  consisting,  of  ten  members,  who 
were  introduced  to  his  royal  highness,  attended  ty 
die  great  officers  of  stale,  the  royal  dukes,  and  the 
secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department.  Win. 
Alien,  one  of  the  deputation,  read  the  following 
address  : 

To  George  Augustus.,  prince  regent  of  the  united 
kingdom,  of  (T  eat  Hritain  nnd  li  e and. 

May  it  please  the  prince — Seeing  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  lamented  affliction  of  our  beloved 
sovereign,  thy  father,  iboti  art  called  to  the  high 
office  of  adminis'teiing  the  regal  government  of  this 
country,,  we  his  dutiful  subjects,  the  religious  so- 
ciety of  Friends,  are  desirous  of  representing  to 
thee  a.  subject,  in.  which,  wo  believe,  the  welfare 
of  our  country  is  deeply  concerned. 

Jt  is  now  many  years  since  war  has  been  spread- 
ing its  desolation  over  a great,  part  of  the'  civilized 
world  ; and  as  we  believe,  it  to  be  an  evil,  : 
which  the  Spirit  of  die  Gospel  of  Ciirtst  \v>  If 
wholly  deliver  the  nations  of  the  earth,  wc  humbly 
petition  thee  to  use  the  royal  prerogative,  now  placed 
H|  in  thy  hands,  to  take,  such  early  measures  for  the 
Britain  and  Ireland/  of  which  the  restoration  ofi  putting  a period  to  this  dreadful  staWot  devastation* 
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as  we  trust  the  wisdom  of  thy  councils,  as  they 
seek  :or  Divine  detection,  will  be  enabled  to  dis 
cover. 

Impressed  with  a grateful  sense  of  the  religious* 
privileges  we  enjoy  under  the  present  government, 
we  submit  this  highly  important  cause  of  suffer 
£ng  humanity,  which  is  peculiarly  near  to  our 
hcaijfcs,  to  -thy  most  serious  consideration,  thus 
th.vn  thou  may st  become  an  instrument  in  the  hand 
pf  the  Almighty  in  promoting  his  gracious  designs 
pespec'ing  the  inhabitants  of  t e earth. 

(Signed}  john  Wilkinson, 

Clerk  to  the  meeting  this  year. 

The  prince  returned  the  following  answer  : 

I am  deeply  sensible  of  the  calamities  which  ne 
pcssarily  attend  a state  of  war. 

It  would  .therefore,  be  most  grateful  to  my  feel 
fngs  to  observe  such  a change  in  the  views  and  eon 
duct  of’  the  enemy  as  would  admit  of  the  cessation 
pi  hostilities,  consistently  with  a just  regard  to 
the  important  interests  which  have  been  committed 
to  rpv  charge,  and  which  it  is  my  indispensable  du- 
ty to  maintain, 

i reflect  -with  great  satisfaction  on  the  religious 
privileges  secured  to  von  by  :he  wisdom  and  bene 
vole-nee  of  the  Jaws,  and  you  may  rest  assured  of 
my  constant  protection. 

Columbian  Agricultural  Society. 

From  the  Agricultural  Museum. 

Th.e  fifth  semiannual  exhibition  of  the  Colum 
bian  Agricultural  Society,  was  held  in  that  elegant 
Sot  of  wood  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Thomas  Beall, 
Esfl-  of  Geo  of  this  place. 

The  bon.  Joseph  Kent,  the  hon.  John  Talliafer 
ro,  of  the  house  of  representatives  and  the  hon. 
Thomas  Worthington  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
Slates,  apd  Clement  B ooke  and  John  ThrelkelJ, 
LUqrs.  were  appointed  judges  of  sheep. 

John  Davidson,  John  Cox,  Thomas  C.  Wright, 
Win,  Q.  Ridgeley,  Wm.  Stewart,  Esqrs.  judges  of 
manufactures., 

Isaac  Pierce,  Emmor  Bailey,  John  Neeld,  Da- 
vid. Psame  and  Joseph  Canbey,  Esqrs.  judges  of 
ploughs 

Ai-iu  premiums  to  be  paid  in  plate,  were"  by  them 
awarded  as  follows — 

Premi  um  1.  Sixty  dollars  for  the  best  two  toothed 
yarn  lamb  of  the  fine  wooied  breed — To  gen.  John 
Mason,  of  Annsjostan  I -land,  District  of  Columbia, 
for  iiis  full  blooded  me; ino  ram  Golden  Fleece  of 
imported  father  and  mother  from  the  Spanish  flock 
,qf  me  duke.of  fnfantado. 

%.  Forty  dollars  for  the  second  best  two  toothed 
ram  lamb  of  the  fine  wooied  breed,  to  his  excellency 
Ed.  Lloyd  of  Wye,  Talbot  county,  late  governor 
of  Maryland,  for  his  full  blood  merino  ram  lamb, 
Talbot,  of  imported  father  and  mother,  from  the 
Paular  flock  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

3.  Sixty  dollars  for  the  best  two  toqthed  ram  lamb 
pf  (belong  wooied  breed  ; to  George  Calvert,  Esq. 
pf  Prince  George’*  county,  Maryland,  for  his  long 
wooied  rani  lamb  of  the  Persian  breed;  crossed  on 
£he  sheep  of  the  country. 

-4.  Fqrty  dollars  for  the  second  best  two  toothed 
ram  lamb  of  the  long  wooied  breed  ; to  William 
M.nbu'  y,  E q.  Q?  Georgetown,  District  of  Colum- 
bia? foe  His  half  blooded  merino  ram,  of  col.  Hum 
phrey-s  stock  ; crossed  on  the  North  Friezeland 
breed. 

5.  Thirty  dollars  for  the  best  piece  of  cotton  cloth, 
jf'qjtable  for  womens’  dresses,  to  Mrs,  Martha  P. 
j§§f$fyanai  cjf  J}qqg.frie$»  Virginia.  ’ j 


6.  'Thirty  dollars  for  the  best  piece  of  fancy  pat- 
item  lor  veats,  to  Mrs.  Martha  P.Grahara,  as  above 

7.  Thirty  dollars  for  the  best  piece  of  cotton 
Cloth,  suitable  for  pantaloons  or  small  cloths,  to 
Mrs.  Sarah  M-Carty  Mason,  of  Hoiiin  Hall,  Fair- 
fax county,  Virginia. 

8.  Ten  dollars  lor  the  best  pair  of  knit  or  woven 
stockings  of  cotton  or  thread,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Ander- 
son of  Montgomery  C.  H.  Maryland. 

9.  Thirty  dollars  for  the  best  piece  of  hem:  e-i  cr 
flaxen  sheeting  to  Mrs.  C Kimbol  of  Frederick- 
lowri,  Maryland. 

10.  Thirty  dollars  for  the  best  piece  of  hempen  or 
flaxen  shilling  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Knode  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Maryland. 

1 1 . Thirty  dollars  for  the  best  piece  of  hempen  or 
flaxen  table  linen,  to  Mrs  Maria  Louisa  Nourse,  of 
Georgetown,  district  of  Columbia. 

12.  Twenty  dollars  for  the  best  piece  of  twilled 
bagging,  of  hemp,  flax,  or  cotton,  to  Mrs.  Neeld* 
of  Montgomery,  Maryland. 

13.  Thirty  dollars  for  the  best  piece  of  bed  ticking 
of  flax  or  cotton,  or  part  of  all  or  either,  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  M‘Carty  Mason,  of  Hollin  Hall,  as  above. 

14.  'Twenty  dollars  for  thebest  three  horse  ploughs 
to  break  up  heavy  ground,  to  William  Thornton, 
of  Montgomery  county,  Maryland. 

15.  'Ten  dollars  tor  the  best  two  horse  plough  to 
break  light  land*,  to  James  Brown  of  Montgomery 
county,  Maryland. 

16.  Ten  dollars  for  the  best  weeding  plough  to  go 
with  one  horse,  to  Solomon  Cassedy  of  Alexandria, 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  exhibition  of  domestic  manufactures  was 
highly  gratifying  in  point  of  number  of  articles,  va- 
riety, beauty  and  quality. 

There  was  a greater  number  of  sheep  shewn  than 
at  any  former  meeting  o- the  society, especially  ofthe' 
fine  vvooled  breed.  It  was  manifest  to  every  one, 
that  merino  sheep  may  be  brought  to  as  great  per- 
fection in  the  states  adjacent  to  the  Potomac,  as  in 
any  country  in  the  world,  where  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  raise  o>  keep  them..  The  full  blooded 
merino  sheep  and  (hose  of  the  higher  crosses,  ex 
hibired  for  premium,  and  shewn  as  specimens  of 
sheep  yeaned  and  raised  in  this  country,  were  de- 
cidedly preferable  to  those  imported  from  Spain  or 
any  other  part  of  Europe,  in  almost  every  essential! 
or  desirable  quality,  in  size,  in  beauty,  in  quantity 
o!  wool,  and  not  inferior  in  fineness  of  wool. 

None  of  the  sheep  had  been  previously  washed. 
The  weight  pf  the  wool,  it  may  be  supposed,  was 
increased  by  the  dampness  of  the  day.  This  may 
have  been  the  case,  hut  not  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent. Almost  every  sheep  that  was  offered  for  pre- 
mium, was  brought  to  the  ground  under  cover  in 
cart,  waggon  or  something  ofthe  kind,  and  most  of 
them  had  been  carefully  housed  from  wet  for  seve 
ral  weeks  before,  in  order  to  keep  them  clean — an 
great  precaution  was  used  in  weighing  them  clean 


The  following  are  the  weights  of  the  sheep  : 

1st.  Of  tho  e which  obtained  premium. 
General  John  Mason’s  merino  ram  lamb,  Goldei 
Fleece,  which  took  the  first  premium  for  fine  wool 
carcase  93  lbs.  6 oz.  fleece  10  6 — total,  103  12. 


Governor  Lloyd’s  merino  ram  Iamb  Talbot, whicl 
took  the  second  premium  for  fine  wool  : carcase  ot 
123  lbs.  6 oz  fleece  13  10— total,  137.  I 

George  Calvert’s  rani  lamb  of  the  Persian  breed, 
crossed  on  the  country  sheep,  which  took  the  first 
premium  for  long  wool : carcase  }08  lbs.  4 oz. 
fleece  12  6 : total,  120  10. 
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William  Marbury’s  ram  lamb, half  blood  merino, 
crossed  on  the  North  Friezeland  breed  which  took 
the  second  premium  for  long  wool  : carcase  15?  ibs. 

8 oz  fleece  11  14 — total,  1 09  6. 

2 d.  Of  the  unsuccessful  competitors  of  the  fine  wooled 
breed. 

J.  Mason’s  Marquis  : carcase  110  Ibs.  8 oz.  fleece 
11  14 — total  122  6. 

Roger  Brook’s  : carcase  88  lbs.  5 oz.  fleece  8— 
total  96  11. 

B s;:  Brooke’s:  carcase  82  lbs.  5 oz.  fleece  9 7- 
total  91  12. 

La  wren. -e  Lewis’s  : catsase  95  lbs.  8 oz.  fleece  12 
— io  al  107  8. 

Gov.  Lloyd’s  D.  Manual:  carcase  122  lbs.  fleece 
10  8— total  132  8. 

P.  B Key’s  : carcase  123  lbs.  fleece  8 12. — 
total  131  12'. 

Thorn  is  Peter’s  : carcase  145  lbs.  8 oz.  fleece  9 1 
— total  154  9. 

3d.  Of  the  unsuccessful  competitors  for  the  long 
wooled  breed. 

Bernard  Gilpin’s  : carcase  67  lbs.  13  oz.  fleece  9 4 
— total  77. 

Ro^er  Brooke’s  : carcase  124  lbs.  fleece  9 — total 
133^ 

Governor  Lloyd’s  : carcase  145  lbs.  8 oz.  fleece 

9 1 — total  1519. 

There  were  other  sheep  exhibited  that  were  either 
not  shorn  and  weighed,  or  no  certain  account  could 
be  obtained  of  the  weights ; but  from  the  weights 
above  it  is  sufficiently  evident  that  the  merino  sheep 
exceeded  the  long  wooled  breed  not  only  in  quality 
of  wo  d but  in  quantity,  and  on  an  average  were 
very  little  inferior  in  weight  o'  carcase. 

DAVID  WILEY,  Sec. 

May  22,  1812. 


Malthus  on  Population. 

An  Analytical  Review  oj  an  “ Essay  on  the  princi- 
ple of  population,”  with  some  remarks  more  pecu- 
liarly applicable  to  the  present  and  probable  future 
state  of  the  United  States. 

[continued  from  page  67.] 

Having  followed  Mr.  Malthus,  rather  minutely, 
through  his  consideration  of  the  various  checks  to 
population,  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe, and  which, 
we  have  seen,  he  has  reduced  to  the  three  general 
heads  of,  moral  restraint,  vice,  and  misery  ; we 
come,  now,  to  his  examination  of  the  divers  expedi 
ents  which  have  been  recommended,  or  which  have 
from  time  to  time,  prevailed  in  society,  to  lessen  the 
evils  arinngfrom  the  principle  of  population  ; and  to 
an  exposition  of  his  own  views, in  regard  to  their  mi- 
tigation. But  this  part  of  our  author’s  labor,  has 
been  already,  so  frequently  and  so  ably  criticised  by 
his  own  countrymen,  that  scarcely  any  thing  is  left 
to  be  said  ; and  as  his  arguments  and  reasoning  are 
chiefly  founded  wpon  the  condition  of  society  in 
Europe,  we  are  but  little  concerned  in  their  sound- 
ness or  their  futility.  We  shall,  therefore,  here 
close  our  analysis  of  Mr.  Malthus,  and  take  a 
slight  review  of  the  United  States  ; in  the  course 
of  which  we  shall  endeavor  to  prove,  that  we  are 
far  removed  from  the  operation  of  those  evils,  which 
it  has  been  contended,  so  powerfully  threaten  the 
system*  of  equality  recommended  by  Wallace,Con- 
dorcet,  Godwin  and  others. 

For  this  purpose  we  shall  briefly  examine  the 
state  of  society,  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
different  states  and  territories  of  the  United  States 
and  tfle  means  within  their  power,  of  escaping  the 


evils  which  lollow  an  excess  of  increase  above  the 
productions  of  the  earth.  Fiom  this  inquiry,  we 
shall  hope  to  deduce  some  conclusions,  granting 
not  only  to  the  heart  of  every  American,  but 
that  of  every  true  philanthropist.  The  emigrations 
which  are  constantly  taking  place  from  one  state  to 
another,  will,  of  course,  not  corne  within  the  object 
of  tliis  review  ; but  as  far  as  the  means  of  conect 
information  shall  be  attainable,  we  shall  notice  the 
average  yeaily  addition  to  our  population,  by  the 
influx  of  settlers  from  other  countries:  and  endea- 
vor to  shew  to  what  further  extent  this  may  be  al- 
lowed or  encouraged,  without  subjecting  our  go- 
vernment to  the  cruel  necessity  of  closing  the  door 
to  the  only  asylum,  which  the  tyranny  and  rapaci- 
ty of  the  despots  of  the  old  world  have  left,  to  the 
oppressed  and  afflicted  members  of  the  human  fami- 
ly. If,  in  the  course  of  this  review,  wc  shall  find 
occasion  to  agree  with  Mr.  Godwin,  in  refen  ing 
most  of  the  miseries  of  mankind,  to  human  laws 
and  institutions,  we  beg  to  be  explicitly  understood 
as  not  wishing  to  meddle  with  the  polit  cal  opin- 
ions of  Mr.  Malthus,  whose  essay,  vvhatevei  may 
be  his  principles,  has  been  the  result  of  much  labo- 
rious research,  and  ingenious  philosophical  specu- 
lation. If  he  does  not  at  all  times  succeed  in  con- 
vincing his  reader,  he,  at  least,  manages  his  argu- 
ment with  the  polite  liberality  of  a scholar  and  a 
gentleman  ; and  we  cannot  refuse  him  the  expres- 
sion of  our  firm  belief,  that  he  has  been  guided  by 
the  purest  spirit  of  benevolence  and  philanthropy  ; 
and  that  he  has  anxiously  endeavored  to  promote 
the  interest  and  webaie  of  the  community,  and  to 
increase  the  happiness  and  harmony  of  society. 

Our  country  is,  in  many  respects,  so  differently 
situated  from  any  other  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
t hat  it  is  almost  impossible  to  apply  to  it,  the  opera- 
tion of  principles,  which  naturally  grow  out  o*  a 
philosophical  view  of  the  common  state  and  condi- 
tion of  mankind  ; without  to.  acknowledgment  of 
exceptions  which  must  invalidate  any  general  con- 
clusion : hence,  the  impropriety,  of  trusting  to  im- 
pressions made  upon  us  by  the  ingenuity  of  for  eign 
writers,  most  of  whom  in  respect  to  the  United 
States,  are  governed  cither  by  erroneous  views  or 
sinister  motives.  VVe  shall  esteem  ourselves  happy 
if  the  present  labor  shall  contribute  to  eradicate  a 
•angle  prejudice,  or,  in  any  manner,  strengthen  the 
general  feeling  of  independence. 

The  United  States,  geographically  eonridered, 
have  been  made  to  consist  of  three  grand  divisions, 
denominated  the  north  eastern,  middle,  and  south- 
ern states.  The  first  divi  ion,  or  that,  which  is 
commonly  called  New  England , comprehends  Ver- 
mont, New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  including 
the  district  of  Maine,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecti- 
cut ; the  second  division  comprehends  JSew  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana and  Michigan  territories  ; the  third  division 
includes  Maryland, Virginia,  Kentucky,  North  Ca- 
rolina, South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Loui- 
siana, and  the  Mississippi  territory,  to  which  may 
now  be  added  West  Florida.  • 

The  first  division  (or  the  five  states  composing 
New  England)  contains  according  to  the  bes!  autho- 
rities 46  millions  of  acres  ; over  which  in  1790  was 
spread  a population  of  ,1,609.522  souls,  in  1800, 
1,233.011,  and  by  the  census  ot  181C,  1,471.973. — . 
So  that  for  the  last  twenty  years  the  population  ap- 
pears to  have  received  an  ad di‘ ion  of  nomoie  than 
462,451  souls  ; a smallness  of  increase  which  must 
appear  extraordinary  to  those  who  are  unacquainted 
with  the  constant  emigration  from  these  states  to 
the  other  parts  of  the  union.  The  inhabitants  of 
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tliis  portion  of  the  United  States  are,  perhaps,  thei 
nio  sturdy  and  robust  race  of  men  in  the  world,  and  I 
..ai>r  proverbially  skilful  in  the  management  of  do 
mestic  concerns,  and  in  the  various  means  of  pro 
curing  subsistence.  The  great  number  of  schools 
established  throughout  New  England  at  the  public 
expence  (an  example  of  Spirited  liberality  which 
•we  should  be  rejoiced  to  see  followed  in  every  sec 
tion  of  our  country  j has  diffused  the  blessings  of 
knowledge  among  the  people,  more  generally  than 
perhaps  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.  The  ob 
servanceof  religious  duties  is  every  where  strictly 
attended  to  ; and  notwithstanding  all  that  foreign 
hirelings  have  said  and  written  to  degrade  the  cha- 
racter of  the  people,  in  no  part  of  the  world,  are  the 
virtues  of  benevolence  and  liberal  hospitality  more 
generally  practised. 

The  soil,  in  general,  produces  abundantly  every 
thing  necessary  to  the  subsistence  or  to  the  com- 
foit  of  man.  The  quantity  of  beef,  pork,  sheep, 
butter,  cheese,  potatoes,  barley,  poultry  and  vari- 
ous'other-  articles  of  provision,  annually  raised  ex 
ceeds  the  consumption,  by  more  than  the  value  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  Woollen  and  cotton  cloths 
of  every  description ; silk,  thread,  leather,  shoes, 
&c.  &.c.  are  manufactured  in  almost  every  family  ; 
indeed,  a farmer  i3  rarely  seen  with  any  article  of 
clothing  not  the  immediate  produce  of  his  own  or 
his  neighbor’s  industry.  Every  acre  ©f  land,  well 
cultivated,  will  yield  abundant  subsistence  to  one 
person,  or,  more  plainly  speaking,  every  ten  acres 
will  yield  subsistence  to  ten  persons.  Thus,  it  is  by 
no  means  extravagant  to  say,  that  this  portion  of 
the  United  States  would  furnish  the  means  of  sub 
sistence  to  forty-five  millions  of  persons.  At  the 
rate  of  increase  which  has  been  observed  to  take 
place  for  the  last  twenty  years,  a period  of  more 
than  sixteen  hundred  years  must  elapse  before  the 
population  would  be  increased  to  that  amount,  and 
consequently  before  it  would  be  necessary  to  call 
into  operation  any  of  the  preventive  checks. — 
But  as  we  cannot  take  into  consideration  the  emi- 
grations which  now  take  place  to  the  other  states, 
it  will  be  proper  to  add  their  amount  to  the  annual 
increase.  The  population  ot  the  United  States,  gen- 
erally, according  to  the  calculations  of  Mr.  Blodget, 
is  found  to  increase  at  the  rate  of  three  percent,  an- 
nually. At  this  rate,  therefore,  which  we  believe  to 
be  as  near  the  truth  Is  possible,  it  will  require  ape 
riod  of  something  more  than  a thousand  years,  to 
bring  the  population  of  New  England  up  to  the 
means  of  subsistence.  The  foreign  migrations  to 
this  country  from  1784-  to  to  1804,  inclusive,  a 
period  which  comprehends  the  three  great  disturb 
ances  in  Ireland,  in  France,  and  in  her  colonies, 
amounted  to  nomorethan  seventy  thousand  souls, 
or  an  annual  average  of  3,500  ; which  would  be  to 
the  yearly  increase  nearly  as  1 to  32.  Thus  it  ap 
pears  that  the  five  states  composing  New  England 
may  continue  to  admit  an  annual  addition  of  more 
than  thirteen  hundred  foreign  settlers  to  their  pop- 
ulation for  nearly  nine  hundred  and  fifty  years  to 
come ; beyond  which  period,  it  is  presumed,  the 
most  zealous  philanthropist  will  hardly  think  it 
necessary  to  extend  his  calculations.  In  estimating 
the  increase  we  have  taken  the  rate  observed  to  ap 
ply  to  the  United  States  generally,  because  vve  be 
lieve  it  will  be  found  upon  examination,  that  the 
foreign  and  domestic  emigrations  make  fne.  only 
important  difference  in  the  results  of  the  individual 
states.  Certain  local  causes  may,  no  doubt,  affect 
the  developement  of  the  principles  of  population,  so 
as  to  furnish  a more  favorable  result  in  hne  state 
fclpm  in  another,  or  in  one  part  more  than  another  of 


t.he  same  state;  yet  we  conceive  the  operation  of 
those  causes  would  be  too  slight  to  effect  any  consi- 
derable variations  in  the  general  conclusion. 

With  this  view  of  the  resources  of  the  states  of' 
New-England,  it  would  be  a subject  of  curious 
inquiry,  to  discover  the  causes  ot  the  frequent  mi- 
grations of  their  inhabitants  to  the  other  paits  of  the 
union.  Indeed,  there  is  scarcely  a spot  on  the  ha- 
bitable globe  which  has  not  been  visited  by  some  of 
these  enterprizing  people;  and  very  few,  where 
some  of  them  may  not  be  settlnd.  This  insatiable 
desire  to  wander  certainly  does  not  proceed  fiom 
either  of  the  two  great  causes  of  emigration  which 
ire  observed  to  operate  in  other  countries,  namely, 
excessive  population  or  barrenness  of  soil:  And 

still  less  can  it  be  ascribed  to  tho^e  unhallowed  cau- 
ses which  have  heretofore  driven  the  wretched  in- 
habitants of  France  and  her  colony  and  which  con- 
tinue to  drive  the  oppressed  natives  of  Ireland,  to 
seek  an  asylum  in  other  countries,  from  the  tyranny 
of  their  fellowmen. 

We  confess  ourselves  unable  to  account  for  it  sa- 
tisfactorily, upon  any  genera!  principle,  and  shall,, 
therefore,  leave  the  investigation,  which  is  certainly 
an  interesing  one,  to  those  who  have  more  leisure 
and  better  opportunities  of  prosecuting  it. 

(To  be  concluded  in  our  next.) 


Defence  of  New- York. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  exposed  situation  of 
Nevv-York,  though  large  sums  of  money  have- 
been  expended  to  fortify  and  protect  that  im- 
portant city.  It  is  true,  that  since  the  batteries  of 
Copenhagen  were  forced  by  the  stratagem  and  va- 
lor of  Nelson,  assisted  by  the  unprecedented  du- 
plicity of  the  whole  transaction,  that  the  general 
confidence  of  the  people  in  fot  tifications  of  any 
kind  to  resist  a powerful  fleet,  has  been  consider- 
ably lessened,  Yet,  being  assured  that  the  woiks 
at  New- York  have  been  executed  in  the  very  best 
manner,  mounting  a great  number  of  the  heavi- 
est cannon,  and  well  manned  by  a gallant  people  ; 

; and  knowung  that  in  the  city  of  New  York  are 
several  regiments  of  well-di -ciplined  artillery,  rea- 
dy on  an  emergency  to  aid  their  defenders,  at  a 
moment’s  warning,  and  able  to  supply  any  num- 
ber of  men  that  can  be  usefully  employed — and, 
added  to  all  these  considerations,  when  we  ob- 
serve that  the  command  of  the  post  is  confided  to 
a brave  veteran,  possessing  the  en  tire  confidence 
of  the  soldiery  and  the  people  among  whom  he  is 
stationed,  with  the  following  pleasing  results  of 
the  experimental  firing  had  at  that  place  on  Fri- 
day the  14th  inst.  we  hope  and  believe,  if  the  Bri- 
tish shall  attempt  to  force  the  woiks  they  will  pay 
dear  for  their  temerity. 

“ The  hulk  purchased  by  his  excellency  the  govern- 
or, for  the  purpose  of  affording  the  artillery  an  op- 
portunity of  practising  in  firing,  was  yesterday  an- 
chored in  the  bay,  about  1000  yards  from  the  shore,, 
and  equi  distant  from  Castle  Williams  and  the  Bat- 
tery. The  firing  was  commenced  from  the  right  of 
general  Morton’s  brigade,  about  2 o’clock,  P.  M, 
from  6,  9,  12  and  18  pounders.  The  number  of  shot, 
fired  by  the  brigade,  was  about  130,  of  which  about 
3 4ths  entered  the  vessel,  although  the  object  that 
presented  was  comparatively  small,  being  the  stern 
of  the  vessel  only.  The  Veteran  Corps,  commanded 
by  captain  Delamater,  fired  several  shot  from  a long 
9,  which  raked  the  hull  repeatedly. 

The  detachment  from  the  brigade  on  duty  in  the 
West  Battery  fired  about  40  shot,  nearly  all  of  which 
'damaged  the  hulk,  and  several  passed  directly- 
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through  her.  Several  heavy  shot  from  Castle  Wil- 
liams also  bored  her. 

The  firing  continued  about  two  hours  when  the 
vessel  was  perceived  to  be  on  fire,  occasioned,  it  is 
presumed,  by  the  \ ed  hot  shot,  fired  by  col.  Curtc 
nius’  regiment,  and  which  were  heated  in  a travel 
ling  forge.atLached  to  the  brigade,  or  by  the  shotfrom 
Castle  Williams* 

After  the  firing  had  ceased,  a number  of  officers 
and  many  citizens  went  on  board,  and  on  examhia 
tion,  it  evidently  appeared,  that  almost  every  shot 
fiad  done  considerable  injury  as  there  was  not  a 
place  about  the  vessel  four  feet  square  which  had 
not  been  struck  or  perforated  by  the  shot.  The 
mizen  mast  was  nearly  cut  through  about  two  lect 
above  the  deck — the  fore  mast  and  main-mast  had 
received  several  balls,  (apparently  six  pounders)  and 
the  pumps  and  bowsprit  were  much  shattered. 

This  experiment  lias  abundantly  evinced  the  utili- 
ty, judgment  and  practical  knowledge  of  the  artil- 
lery corps,  and  affords  the  most  satisfactory  proof 
that  if  anv  emergency  calls  for  their  services,  they 
will  be  rendered  in  a manner  which  will  reflect  ho- 
nor on  themselves  and  prove  eminently  efficient  in 
repelling  the  enemies  of  our  country.  [Ji ere.  Adu. 

Yesterday,  agreeabiv  to  public  notice,  the  firing 
at  an  anchored  ship  in  this  harbor  took  place.  We 
have  learned  from  an  authentic  source,  the  follow- 


guns 

took  effect 

missei 

Castle  Williams 

30 

27 

3 

The  Fort  at  the  Battery 

40 

36 

4 

The  artillery  do. 

244 

191 

53 

Total 

314 

254 

[ Mom. 

60 

Post. 

Another  paper  says — A large  proportion  of  the 
tmsucccssful  shots  were  well  directed,  and  shewed 
that  the  troops  required  a very  little  experience  to 
enable  them  to  present  a result  still  more  creditable 
£o  them  than  is  afforded  by  this  experiment,  which 
exhibits  an  average  of  nearly  4 to  1 in  favor  of  their 
accuracy. 

A few  of  the  shots  last  fired  from  the  1 st  regiment 
of  artillery  were  heated,  and  were  successful  in  set 
ting  the  hulk  in  flames. 

We  congratulate  our  fellow  citizens  on  the  evi 
dence  they  afforded  that  we  are  possessed  of  ade 
quate  means  for  the  defence  of  our  harbor,  and  that 
it  depends  with  ourselves  whether  New-York  shall 
become  an}'  time  the  victim  of  Bri'i-h  rapacity. 

Independent  or  the  obstacles  which  the  fortifica 
tions  at  the  Narrows  will  present  to  the  entrance  of 
an  hostile  fleet,  they  would  he  compelled  to  encoun- 
ter works  in  front  of  the  city  from  which  nome  hun- 
dreds of  bal/s  can  be  thrown  in  a minute  ; and  which, 
by  a very  little  industry  on  the  part  of  the  citizens 
pan  be  aided  by  auxiliary  batteries  equally  powerful 
and  formidable  with  those  already  erected. 


Army  Regulations. 

The  following  regulations  have  been  issued  from 
the  war  office^  by  direction  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  : 

Major-generals  will  be  entitled  to  six  waiters — 
brigadier-generals  four — colonels  three — lieutenant 
colonels  two — majors  two — hospital  surgeons  two 
— and  all  other  commissioned  officers  one  each. 

And  whereas  by  an  act  of  July  6,  1812,  it  is  pro 
vided  “ that  officers  who  shall  not  take  waiters  from 


* No  hot  shot  were  fired  from  the  Castle.  Col. 
purtenius  fired  4,  of  whjch  3 lodged  in  the  hull,  . 


toe  line  of  fhe  army,  shall  receive  the  pay,  clothing 
and  sub.-fo'ence  allowed  to  a private  soldier,  for  as 
many  waiters  as  they  shall  actually  keep,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  number  allowed  bv  evicting  regula- 
tions those  officers  who  actually  k^ep  waiters 
not  of  the  army,  Will  be  allowed  to  draw  money  in 
but  of  clothing  and  subsistence — the  clothing  will 
be  estimated  at  the  contract  price,  to  be  fixed  by  the 
commissar y-genei a],  and  subsistence  will  be  esti- 
mated at  20  cents  per  ration,  conformably  to  the 
act  of  April  12th,  1812. 

The  proper  vouchers  for  officers  claiming  allow- 
ances under  the  foregoing  provisions  of  the  act,  will 
be  the  certificate  of  the  officer  that  he  actually  em-  * 
ployed  and  kept  in  service  the  number  of  ser- 
vants charged,  not  of  the  army  ; and  that  he  did  not, 
during  the  term  so  charged,  keep  or  emplov  as  wait- 
ers or  servants,  soldiers  from  the  line  of  the  army. 


Prize  Money. 

United  States ’ ships — When  the  prize  is  of  equal 
or  superior  force  to  the  vessel  making  the  capture, 
itshall  be  the  sole  property  of  the  captors — if  ofin- 
fei  ior  force,  shall  be  equally  divided  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  the  officers  and  men  making  the  cap- 
ture. The  act  regulates  the  proportion  in  which  the 
officers  and  men  shall  divide  the  p'ize  money.  All 
public  ships  in  siglit  at  the  lime  of  making  prize, 
shall  share  equally.  $20  to  be  pa;d  by  the  United 
States  for  each  person  on  board  an  enemy  ship  at 
the  commencement  of  an  engagement,  which  shall 
be  burnt,  sunk  or  destroyed  by  any  United  States® 
vessel  of  equal  or  inferior  force.  All  prize  money 
accruingto  the  United  States  is  solemnly  pledged  as 
a fund  for  payment  of  pensions  and  half  pay,  should 
fhe  same  be  hereafter  granted  ; if  this  fund  be  insuf- 
ficient, the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  pledged  for 
the  deficiency  ; if  more  than  sufficient,  the  surplus 
is  to  go  to  the  comfort  of  disabled  mariners  or  such, 
as  may  deserve  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

jJ^All  these  provisions  flow  from  the  act  of  April 
13,  1800. 

Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal. — The  prize  mo? 
ney  to  accrue  only  to  the  owners,  officers  and  crews 
of  the  privateer — to  be  distributed  according  to  any 
written  engagement  between  them — and  if  there  be 
none,  then  one  rnoity  to  the  owners,  and  the  other 
to  the  officers  and  crew.  2 per  cent,  on  the  nett 
amount  of  prize  money,  &c.  to  be  paid  over  to  the 
collectors,  as  a fund  for  widows  and  orphans  and 
dis  abled  seamen.  The  same  proviso,  about  $20 
premium  as  above. 

£j?-By  the  act  passed  26th  June,  IS] 2,  concern- 
ing letters  of  marque,  prizes  and  prize  goods.  \Enq. 


Female  Patriotism. 

Mrs.  Mary  Pruitt,  wife  of  Mr.  John  Pruitt, 
of  Abbeville  district,  is  the  mother  of  sixteen  chil- 
dren— fourteen  sons  and  two  daughters.  Eight  o£ 
the  sons  are  on  the  muster  roll,  the  eldest  of  whom 
commands  a company  in  the  1st  regiment  of  the 
militia  of  this  state.  Several  of  these  children  are 
well  settled  and  live  comfortably  on  their  own  farms. 
Mr.  John  Pruitt,  the  father,  is  an  independent  far- 
mer, clear  of  debt,  and  enjoys  ease  and  plenty  amid 
the  smiles  of  his  family  and  the  good  will  and  es- 
teem of  his  neighbors. 

Lieutenant  James  Black  was  recruiting  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Mr.  Pruitt,  and  the  seventh  and 
eighth  sons,  warmed  bv  thesacred  love  of  country, 
and  glowing  with  patriotic  zeal,  evinced  a disposi- 
tion to  .enlist,  Mr.  Pruitt,  though  a revolutionary 
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soldier,  and  having  at  heart  the  honor  and  inteiest 
or  his  country,  gave  way  to  paternal  affection,  and 
hesitated  about  yielding  his  assent  that  his  sons 
might  enter  the  army  ; but,  determined  not  to  ex 
etcise  his  authority  to  prevent  them,  he  sent  Mrs. 
Pruitt,  his  wife,  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  to  use 
her  influence  on  the  occasion. 

The  music  commenced,  and  its  influence  on  the 
sons  was  so  visible  to  the  mother  that  she  abandon 
eel  all  opposition,  and  immediately  addressed  them 
as  follows  : — “ My  children,  I will  not  say  one 
v^ord,  nor  shed  one  tear  to  oppose  vour  wishes — 
go  and  serve  your  country  like  men.”  The  ho  vs 
took  the  bounty,  and  she  went  home  lor  their 
clothes.  When  about  to  leave  them  she  spoke  to 
(them  as  follows  : — “ Mv  sons, do  notshed  a tear  and 
I will  notshed  one — go  in  God’s  name — and  if  you 
fall  in  your  country’s  cause  I will  not  regret  it — 
fee  virtuous,  faithful  and  honest,  and  my  (ears  are 
at  an  end.” 

This  conduct  is  worthy  of  imitation,  and  can 
Rot  be  too  much  admired  and  praised  in  the  present 
crisis.  The  heroic  firmness  and  public  virtue  of 
the  Spartan  females  is  again  realized  in  our  dav 
and  country.  Let  those  who  think  lightly  of  female 
virtue  and  patriotism  read  this  and  blush  for  shame. 
In  the  revolutionary  war  our  females  acquitted 
themselves  well,  and  so  will  their  daughters  of  the 
f resent  day.  Anti  Monarchist. 


ted  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  the  President,  'feeet 
Preside] it  and  Secretary  thereof. 

Signed  bj  order  of  the  meeting, 

ANDREW  PICKENS. 
ROBERT  ANDERSON. 

Attest— SAMUEL  EARLE* 

[Particularly  requested  insertion  in  this  paper.] 


Upper  Canada. 

The  geography  of  this  province  being  but  little 
known  among  m.ist  readers,  we  have  piocuied 
from  a friend,  (who  has  resided  in  places  which  ena- 
ble him  to  learn  the  situation,  settlements,  &c.  of 
the  southern  section  of  that  territory;  the  following 
sketch.  As  it  is  two  or  three  years  since  he  left 
lha  quarter,  his  recollection  may  fail  in  giving  a 
correct  outline  ; but.  imperfect  as  it  is,  it  will  be 
gratifying  at  this  time  : 

“ The  village  of  Sandwich  lies  opposite  Detroit, 
about  one  and  a halt  miles  below  D - 1.  oit  garrison, 
ana  is  situated  on  the  bank  of  Detroit  r ver.  The 
country  is  settled  along  the  river  from  lake  St. 
Clair  (ten  miles  above  Sandwich  ;,  to  Malden,  or 
At'nhcrStburgh,  sixteen  miles  below.  This  part  of 
the  country  is  handsomely  situated  : the  land  good 
and  unbroken,  wi  h excellent  roads.  Fort  Malden 
is  situated  ona  point  of  land  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit 
river,  and  commands  a view  of  lake  Erie  and  the 
main  channel  of  the  river.  ( Here  are  built  most 
or  th-  king’s  armed  vessels  for  lakes  Erie  and  Hu- 


Voice  of  Patriotism. 

Atameetting  of  a very  large  and  respectable  number  of  the  in- 
Sbbitants  of  Pendleton  Distrvct  (S.C.)  assembled  in  the  Court-house 
j«aa  the  4th  of  July,  1812,  to  take  into  consideration  the  preset  it 
.■critical  situation  of  the  affairs  of  our  country General  ANDREW 
PICKENS  was  unanimously  appointed  President,  General  RO- 
BERT ANDERSON,  Vice-President  and  SAMUEL  EAItLE,  Se- 
ieetury. 

On  motion  the  president  proceeded  to  nominatethe  following-  gen- 
Stemen,  to  wit Doctor  Edward  D.  Smith,  col.  John  B.  Earle,  col. 
Andrew  Pickens,  major  John  Taylor,  doctor  William  Hunter,  cob 
j&feadiah  Trimmier.  John  Wilson,  esq.  Joseph  W hi  trier,  esq.  capt. 
David  Sloan  and  major  Michael  Dickson,  a committee  to  draw  up 
■email)  resolutions;  expressive  of  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  respect- 
Bug  the  measures  of  government  ; who  retired  and  in  a short  time 
aetnvm-d  and  reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  una- 
kimously  agreed  to. 

Believing1  it  to  be  the  privilege  of  a free  people  to  express  their 
itesn  intents  upon  the  acts  cf  their  government,  and  deeming  it  their 
doty,  on  particular  occasions,  to  make  known  those  sentiments,  to 
that  government,  we  feel  ours* -Ives  called  upon  by  the  present;  so- 
lemn crisis  of  our  political  affairs  tb  exercise  that  right — Although 
inhabiting  the  moult  talnous  regions  of  our  country  and  necessarily 
far  remov'd  from  theonore  direct  pursuits  of  commerce,  we  have, 
i*ot withstanding,  long  viewed,  jvith  a keen  sensibility,  the  unjusti- 
fiable interruptions  of  lawful  trade  and  deeply  participated  in  the 
laudable  resentment  of  our  Injured  fellow-citizens— Possessing  a 
common  interest,  we  feel  a common  concern  ; and  where  a part  is 
touched  the  sensation  vibrates  throughout  the  whole  political  body 
r-The  multiplied  aggressions  of  the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe 
are  not  unknown  to  us  ; nor  have  the  numerous  fruitless  attempts, 
to  obtain  a just  redress,  failed  to  excite  in  us  a corresphiKlingindig- 
Bation  : but  having  a perfect  confidence  in  the  government  of  our 
own  choice,  we  have  been  content  to  leave  to  their  wisdom  the 
adoption  of  the  most  proper  means  for  defending  our  rights,  and 
avenging  our  wrongs— At  length  we  learn  from  the  formal  acts 
of  the  government  that  all  hope  of  amicable  redress,  as  it.  respects 
one  of  our  oppressors,  is  at  an  end ; and  that  the  constitued  autho- 
rities of  the  nation  have  been  compelled  to  resort  to  the  last  dread 
alternative— Therefore  resolved, 

1st,  That  duly  appreciating  the  blessings  of  peace  we  have  long 
witnessed,  with  entire  approbation,  the  various  and  long  continu- 
ed exertions  of  onr  government  for  its  maintenance  and  preserva- 
tion consistent  with  a just  regard  to  our  national  rights  and  digni- 
ty ; and  that  with  the  deepest  regret  we  now  lament  their  failure. 

2nd,  That  we  have  the  most  perfect  Conviction  of  the  necessity 
under  which  our  government  lias  tern  placed  of  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies;  and  we  solemnly 
pledge  ourselves,  with  all  our  resources,  to  support  the  honor  and 
interests  of  our  country  in  the  prosecution  of  that  contest  into 
which  we  have  been  reluctantly  forced. 

3rd,  That  viewing  the  conduct  of  France  as  scarcely  less  hostile 
than  that  of  Great  Britain,  we  are  highly  gratified  by  the  deter- 
mined resolution  of  manifesting  an  equal  resistance  to  tiie  violation 
of  our  rights  by  that  power,  unless  a prompt  and  satisfactory  repa- 
ration is  made, 

4 th,  That  a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  transmit- 


ron.) It  is  a port  of  considerable  importance,  and 
{ believe  the  only  fortification  place  between  fort 
St.  Joseph’s  near  the  mouth  of  St.  Mary’s  river, 
(outlet  of  lake  Superior]' 'and  fort  Erie  There  is 
•Iso  a considerable  settlement  on  the  river  of 
Thames,  which  empties  into  lake  St  Clair,  from 
the  northeast,  about  30  or  S&iniles  above  Sandwich, 
composed  principally  of  persons  who  have  fid  f.  om 
the  United  States  to  escape  justice.  There  are 
-everal  settlements  on  the  north  side  of  lake  Erie, 
but  none  of  any  importance  except  those  about 
Lon g Point. 

The  land  from  Detroit  to  lake  Erie,  (on  the  Ame- 
rican side)  along  Detroit  river,  is  low  and  marshy, 
and  mostly  uninhabited.  There  are  several  islands 
in  Detroit  river,  somepf  which  are  inhabited.. 

The  distance  from  Detroitthrough  Canada  [from 
S’.ndwich  to  fort  Erie]  must  be  about  300  miles. 
The  roads  are  tolerable,  though  the  country  is  new. 
Formerly  people  travelling  from  Detroit  to  the 
eastern  stales,  went  this  rout  in  preference  to  going 
orrthe  south  side  of  lake  Erie. 

A considerable  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  op- 
posite Detroit  are  French,  with  some  English, 
Scotch,  ItLh,  &.c.”  [ Ontario  Repository . 


Miscellaneous. 

A singular  combination  of  character. 

When  the  duke  o-  Sully  was  about  to  depart  for 
England  as  ambassador,  in  the  year  1603,  v/ith  a 
very  considerable  retinue  of  gentlemen,  a young 
man  by  the  name  of  Dervin,  was  presented  to  him 
by  his  father,  with  a request  that  he  would  endea- 
vor to  make  him  a man  of  worth  ; confessing  how- 
ever, at  the  same  time,  it  was  what  he  dared  not 
hope,  from  the  natural  vice  of  the  young  man’s  dis- 
position. Solly’s  curiosity  being  excited,  be  stu- 
died the  young  man’s  character  thoroughly,  and 
has  left  the  following  account  of  it  in  his  memoirs  : 
“ Let  the  reader  represent  to  himself  a man  of  a ge- 
, niu$  sc  lively,  and  an  upderstandnig  so  extensive. 
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as  rendered  him  scarce  ignorant  of  any  thing  that 
could  he  known  ; of  so  va-h  and  ready  a compre- 
hension, that  he  immediately  made  htmseli  master 
cf  what  he  attempted;  and  of  so  prodigious  a me- 
mory, that  he  never  forgot  wjaat  he  had  once  learn 
eel  ; he  possessed  all  parts  of  philosophy  and  the  .na 
thematic?,  particularly  fortification  and  drawing; 
even  in  theology  he  was  so  well  skilled,  that  he  was 
an  excellent  preacher  whenever  he  had  a mind  to 
exert  that  talent,  and  an  able  di-putarit  for  and 
against  the  reformed  leligion  indifferently  ; he  not 
only  undei-tood  Greek,  Hebrew,  and  ail  the  lan 
guages  which  we  cail  learneu,  but  also  all  the  dif 
ft-'  ent  jargons,  or  modern  dialects  ; he  accented  and 
pronounced  them  so  naturally,  and  so  periectlv  imi 
tated  the  gestures  and  marine- s both  of  theseveial 
nations  of  Europe,  and  the  particular  provinces  of 
France,  that  he  might  have  been  taken  for  a native 
of  all  or  any  of  the  countries  ; and  this  quality  he 
applied  to  counterfeit  all  sorts  of  persons,  wherein 
he  succeeded  wondei fully  ; he  was,  moreover,  the 
best  comedian  and  greatest  droll  that  perhaps  ever 
appeared  ; he  had  a genius  for  poetry,  and  had  wrote 
many  verses  ; be  piaved  upon  almost  all  instru 
ments,  was  a perfect  master  of  music,  and  sung  most 
agreeably  and  justly  ; he  likewise  could  say  mass, 
for  he  v as  of  a disposition  to  do,  a?  well  as  to  know, 
all  things  : his  body  was  perfectly  well  suited  to  his 
mind,  lie  was  light;  nimble,  dexterous,  and  fit  for 
all  ere  rises  ; he  could  ride  well,  and  in  dancing,, 
wrestling  and  leaping,  he  was  admired  ; there  are 
not, any  recreative  games  that  he  did  not  know; 
and  he  was  skilled  in  -Imostail  mechanic  arts.  Bu, 
now  for  the  reverse  of  the  medal  : here  it  appeared 
that  h'*  was  treacherous,  cruel,  cowardlv,  deceitful ; 
a liar,  a cheat,  •;  drunkard,  and  a glutton  ; a sharp 
er  in  play,  immersed  in  every  species  of  vice,  a 
blasphemer,  an  athei-t  ; in  a word,  in  him  might 
be  found  all  the  vices  contrary  to  nature,  honor, 
religion  and  society;  the  truth  of  which  he  himself 
evinced  with  hi-,  latest  breath,  for  he  died  in  the  flow 
er  of  his  age,  in  a common  brothel,  perfectly  cor 
rupted  bv  his  debaucheries,  and  expired  with  the 
glass  in  his  hand,  curbing  and  denying  God.” 

Fidelity  of  memory, — In  the  Biographia  Brilanni 
ca,  it  is  st  iied  ot  D . Thomas  Fuller,  a reverend 
divine  of  the  17th  centurv,  that  his  memory  was  so 
compi  ehensible,  tha^  he  could  repeat  a sermon  r er 
batim  after  hearing  it  once  delivered  ; and  that  he 
could  name  all  the  signs,  in  their  proper  order  from 
the  beginning  of  Paternoster ; ow  at  Ave  Maria  lane, 
to  S’oeks  Market  at  the  bottom  of  Cheapside.  He 
could  also  dictate  to  five  several  writers,  upon  as 
many  different  subjects  at  the  same  time.  Being 
once  upon  a visit  to  a commutee  of  sequestrators 
sitting  at  Waltham  in  Essex*  and  hearing  the  excel 
Itmce  of  his  memory  spoken  of  and  commended,  he 
replied,  “ ’Tio  true,  gentlemen,  fame  has  given  me 
the  report  of  a memorist,  and  if  you  please  I will 
give  you  an  experiment  of  it.”  They  ail  accepted 
the  motion,  told  him  they  should  look  upon  it  as  an 
obligation,  laid  aside  the  business  before  them,  and 
played  him  to  begin.  **  Gentleman,  (said  he)  1 will 
give  you  an  instance  of  my  good  memory.  Your 
worships  have  thought  fit  to  sequester  an  honest  but 
poor  cavalier  parson,  my  neighbor,  from  his  living 
and  committed  him  to  prison  ; he  has  a great  charge 
of  children,  and  his  circumstance.-*  are  but  indiffer- 
ent, if  you  will  please  to  release  him  out  of  pri-on 
and  restore  him  to  his  family,  I will  never  forget  the 
kindness  while  I live”  The.  jest,  it  is  said,  had  such 
an  influence  upon  the  committee,  that  they  imme 
Cutely  released  and  restored  the  jpoor  clergyman. 


In  Adams’  collection  of  Anecdotes,  is  thefollow- 
ing  of  M.  La  Motte,  a French  diamatic  author  of 
considerable"  merit:  A young  author  read  a near 

t-  a edy  to  him,  which  ho  heard  with  seeming  great 
pleasure,  assuring  the  writer  that  it  was  excellent, 
and  that  he  would  engage  for  its  success  ; but,  says 
he,  you  have  been  guilty  of  a little  plagiarism  ; and 
to  prove  it  I will  repeat  to  vou  the  second  scene  of 
the  fourth  act  of  your  plav.  The  young  poet  assured 
h m tba»  he  wa-  mistaken,  for  he  had  not  borrowed 
a line  from  any  body.  La  Motte  said  that  he  assorted 
nothing  which  be  could  not  prove,  and  immediately 
repeated  the  whole  ^ccne,  with  as  much  animation 
as  if  he  had  himself  been  the  author.  Thor-e  who 
were  present  looked  at  one  another  with  astonish* 
men t,  and  the  poor  author  was  greatly  disconcerted. 
When  La  Motte  had  for  some  Lime  enjoyed  his  em- 
barrassment he  said,  “ Gemlemen  recover  from 
vour  surprise,”  and  addressing  himself  to  the  author 
“ the  scene,  sir.  is  certainly  your  own,  as  well  as 
the  rest  of  the  plav,  but.  it  appeared  to  me  so  beauti- 
ful and  so  affecting,  that  1 could  not  help  getting  H 
by  heart  white  you  read  it  to  me” 

Events  of  the  War. 

MILITARY. 

The  adjutant  general  of  the  British  army  in  Can- 
ada, arrived  at  major-general  Dearborn’s  head  quar- 
ters at  Albany  about  the  4th  inst.  He  had  a long 
consultation  with  the  commander  in  chief,  which  w 
said  to  have  terminated  in  an  armistice , or  suspen- 
sion of  arms,  until  both  governments  could  have  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  from  each  other,  on  tfic  se- 
veral points  in  controversy,  with  x view  to  the  re- 
storation of  peace.  After  the  conference,  general 
Dear  born  is  said  to  have  sent  off  expresses  to  Wash- 
ington, and  to  governor  Hull,  at  Detroit.  We  have 
no.  king  official  or  positive  on  the  subject. 

We  have  several  reports  of  the  capture  of  Fort 
Malden,  or  Amherstburg.  General  Hull  has  ?ent 
expresses  to  the  governors  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky, 
for  further  supplies  oi  troops,  supposed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  the  ground  he  may  take,  and 
to  keep  the  jellies  in  check.  We  trust  he  mav  reli- 
giously adhere  to  his  proclamation,  whatever  Gen. 
Frock  may  say  (see  his  proclamation  page  4GG,) 
and  giv^  no  quarters  to  the  white  savages  when 
found  fighting  by  the  side  of  the  Indians,  for  whose 
extensive  murders  on  so  many  parts  of  our  fron- 
tier, the  Biilish  should  be  made  responsible. 

It  appears  that  Fort  Micht hmackinac  has  bee® 
captured  by  the  allied  army.  The  Atner  can  garri- 
. on  was  weak,  and  unlnlormed  of  the  war  until  the 
enemy  was  upon  them.  The  following  is  the  Bri- 
tish account  of  the  affair,  extracted  from  the  Mon- 
treal Herald  of  the  4th  inst. 

“ Mackinac , 18 th  July. 

Dear  Sir — I am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  announce  to  you,  that  Mackinac  capitulated  to 
us  on  the  1 5 : h inst.  at  11  o’clock,  a yt.  rapt.  Roberta 
at  our  head,  with  a part  of  the  10th  B.  V.  battalion. 
Mr.  Crawford  had  the  command  of  the  Canadians, 
which  consisted  of  -about  200  men  ; Mr.  Dickenson 
143  Sioux,  Forlavains,  and  Winebagoes  ; tm-s^LF 
about.  280  men,  Attawas  and  Chippewp.s,  part  of  At- 
tawas  of  L’harb  Croche  had  not  arrived.  It  was  a 
fortunate  circum  tance,  the  fort  capitulated  without 
fil  ing  a single  gun,  for  had  they  done  so,  I firmly 
believe  not  a soul  of  them  would  have  been  saved* 
My  son,  Charles  Longdale,  Augustin  Nolin  and 

* British  magnanimity  ! 
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Machello  Badotte,  jun.  have  rendered  me  great  ser- 
vice in  keeping  the  Indians  in  order,  and  in  execut.ng 
lro.ni  lime  to  time  such  commands  as  were  delivered 
to  oie  by  the  commanding  officer.  I never  saw  sol 
determined  a set  of  people  as  the  Chippewas  and  At- 1 
taw  as  were. 

S lice  the  capitulation  they  have  not  drank  a sin- 
gle drop  of  liquor,  nor  even  killed  a fowl  belonging 
to  any  person  (a  thing  never  known  before)  lor 
they  generally  destroy  dvery  tiling  they  meet  with. 

1 am,  dear  air,  yo.ur  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JOHN  ASKIN,  junr. 

Str.  Keeper  I)ep. 

The  honorable  col.  TV.  Claus,  Sfc. 

Fort  George.” 

The  capture  of  this  post  is  confirmed  by  letters 
from  the  westward.  The  property  taken  is  said  to 
be  great,  among  which  is  all  the  peltr  y collected  the 
preceding  winter.  Our  lastregular  account  is  from 
Detroit  of  the  28th  of  July.  The  attack  upon  Mai- 
den was  then  suspended  in  making  the  carriages  for 
the  heavy  cannon  ; but  another  account  says  it 
was  determined  to  take  the  place  by  storm,  and  that 
the  scaling  ladders  were  made  for  the  purpose. — 
The  iiiiik  h militia  were  deser  ting  in  great  numbers. 

Samuel 'Carswell  esq.  has  resigned  the  office  of 
commissary  general  of  the  United  States. 

JUewilt  C Union,  esq.  is  appointed  major-general 
of  the  militia  of  the  state  of  New-Yor  k. 

The  detachment  from  the  3rd  brigade  of  Mary- 
land militia,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  men, 
artillery  and  infantry,  commanded  by  Captains  Col 
Hits  and  A'.  * Slerett,  left  Baltimore  on  Tuesday  anti 
Wednesday  last  to  garrison  Fort  Madison,  at  Anna- 
polis. The  artillery  is  a whole  volunteer  company, 
the  infantry  were  obtained  by  draft.  The  gat  rison 
wiii  consist  of  about  350  men,  under  the  command 
of  Lt.  Col.  Srncul,  of  the  39th  Regiment,  A'j . M. 
The  troops  were  handsomely  escorted  to  the  place 
of  embaikatiqn  by  their  brethren  in  arms.  All  the 
regular  troops  at  Annapolis,  will  speedily  leave  that 
place  for  Albany,  the  general  rendezvous. 

Two  troops  of. light  artillery. with  several  pairs  of 
cannon,  and  in  every  respect  completely  equipped 
for  service,  with  some  companies  of  infantry  left 
Albany  a few  days  ago  lor  the  frontiers. 

Late  acccuntsinrorm  that  the  British  succeeded 
in  capturing  the  revenue  cutter  with  the  privateer 
Madison,  af.er  sustaining  a very  heavy  loss  in  men. 
The  seizure  of  the  vessels  is  of  little  consequence, 
as  their  places  can  be  easily  supplied  ; their  crews 
were  preserved  to  their  country  ‘ to  fight  again  ano- 
ther day,’  by  retiring  into  the  woods. 

Extract  of  a ietter  from  Eastport,  dated  August  2. 
— “The  truce  agreed  upon  by  the  inhabitants  on 
both  sides  in  this  neighborhood,  is,  1 believe,  nearly 
at  an  end  now.  The  day  before  yesterday  the  Maid- 
stone and  Spartan  frigates,  sent  six  of' their  boats 
into  a small  harbor  about  six  miles  below  here,  to 
bring  out  two  small  privateers  that  were  there, when 
the  privateersmen  landed  one  or  two  of  their  guns, 
and  the  most  of  their  crew  on  a point  bv  which 
they  must  pass,  and  beat  off  the  boats  ; and  it  is 
supposed  there  were  twenty  or  thirty  Englishmen 
killed  and  wounded,  as  the  crews  of  two  or  three 
of  the  boats  were  mowed  down  directly. 

“ Yesterday  they  sent  their  boats  full  of  men  to 
commence  the  attack  again  ; and  it  is  supposed 
there  were  a number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  both 
sides.  Not  one  American  was  hurt  the  first  day. 
A number  of  volunteers,  with  the  surgeon  of  the 
regiment,  have  just  gone  down.  Shortly  after  the 
first  affair,  the  frigate  tookja  schooner  loaded  with 


flour  for  this  place ; but  it  is  thought  she  will  be  re 
leased  ; if  not,  all  confidence  will  be  lost,  and  vve 
may  expect  some  fighting  here  in  a short  time, 

“ The  town  has  been  under  martial  law  ever  since 
j the  news  of  the  war.  We  shall  be  able  to  oppose 
the  British  some  time,  as  every  person  here  is  sup. 
plied  with  a good  musket,  and  vve  are  all  fighting 
men.  The  old  women  and  children  have  ali  left 
the  island.” 

New  Hampshire  and  V ermont,  and  perhaps  some 
other  states  not  heretofore  noticed,  have  supplied 
their  quotas  of  militia  without  a draft.  We  see  ma- 
ny accounts  of  large  numbers  having  volunteered 
their  services  to-  the  president  as  part  of  the  50, COO 
men  : and  should  be  pleased  to  ascertain  the  whole 
amount  tha't  have  so  offered  themselves,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  places  to  which  they  belong,  &c.  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  them  an  honorable  record. — 
The  ic  second  army  of  Ohio”  is  nearly  ready  to  take 
the  field. 

The  state  of  New  York  continues  her  gallant  ef- 
forts to  place  her  marine  and  inland  frontier  in  the 
most  respectable  state  of  defence.  The  governor  is 
ably  supported  in  his  patriotic  exertions  by  the  spi- 
rit of  the  people  in  general. 

Frank? bar,  (K.j  August  5. 

An  express  arrived  in  town  on  Monday  evening 
last  from  Gen.  Winchester,  requiring  of  his  excel- 
lency gov.  Scott  1 100  volunteers  (infantry)  to  re-in- 
force governor  Hull  in  Canada.  The  general  wish- 
es the  volunteers  to  rendezvous  at  New  Port,  in 
this  state  on  this  day  Week,  if  possible.  Whether 
they  are  to  be  12  months  volunteers  or  G months, 
we  are  unable  to  learn  : but  the  former  ive  presume^ 
as  the  officers  are  to  be  commissioned  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  U.  States — the  commissions  to  he  sent 
on  after  the  troops  march,  circumstances  rendering, 
it  necessary  the  men  should  go  on  immediately.- 
The  volunteers,  we  understand,  are  to  be  joined  by 
4-00  regulars,  consisting  of  the  new  recruits  in  this 
state, — the  whole  to  be  commanded  by  colonel 
Wells. 

Governor  Harrison  has  also  requested  four  com- 
panies of  militia  infantry,  as  a reinforcement  in  his 
territory. 

Governor  Edwards’  communications  are  such  as' 
to  justify  the  ordering  on  a reinforcement  to  that 
quarter. 

We  understand  that  orders  will  immediately  issue 
to  comply  with  these  requests  ; and  it  rs  the  wish 
ofthe  governor  that  every  officer  and  soldier  of  the' 
detachment  o!  this  state,  should  be  in  place  to  carry' 
into  effect  the  orders,  as  soon  as  issued  ; of  which’ 
they  will  be  notified  by  express. 

St.  Louis,  July  25'. 

Indian  affairs. — There  has  been  lately  much  in- 
formation received  at  this  place  entitled  to  credit 
and  from  different  quarters  showing  the  combina- 
tion among  the  savages  to  attack  our  frontiers,  d 
combination  so  extensive  perhaps  is  without  example  in 
our  country.  The  time  is  at  hand  When  probably  it 
may  be  necessary  for  every  citizen  to  exert  himself 
in  support  of  those  measures  which  may  be  adopted 
for  the  safety  of  the  territory,  and  from  the  readiness 
of  the  people  todefend  the  frontier  during  the  spring, 
no  doubt  is  entertained  of  their  promptitude  in 
complying  with  l’utpre  calls  which  may  be  made  for 
their  services,  we  will  probably  hereafter  give  the' 
particulars  of  the  information  received. 

NAVAL. 

We  have  several  flying  reports  about  commodore 
Rodgers.  One  of  which  says  that  he  has  captured- 
and  destroyed  one  hundred  sail  of  the  Jamaica  fleet 


413 


The  weekly  register — events  of  the  war. 


^-i-h  other  reduces  his  captures  to  forty  vessels,  add 
ing  that  he  had  sunk  one  of  the  ships  of  war  con- 
voying them.  Either  of  these  tales  is  possible,  and 
the  latter  probable,  if  Com.  Rodgers  has  had  the 
good  fortune  to  meet  the  Englishmen;  but  they 
come  to  us  in  such  a questionable  shape  that  we 
place  no  reliance  upon  them.  News  of  the  squa 
dron,  however,  is  still  hourly  looked  for,  with  in 
"creasing  anxiety. 

A schooner  of  320  tons,  intended  for  a privateer, 
\vas  launched  into  the  basin- of  Baltimoi  e on  Wed- 
ne-day  last.  Though  we  already  have  many  fast 
sailing  and  beautiful  vessels,  this  is  spoken  of  as  e.\ 
■celling  most  others. 

The  British  have  lately  captured  three  finepriva 
teers  From  Boston  : 1st,  the  Catharine,  of  14  guns, 
by  the  Colibri  man  of  war  brig  of  13  guns,  after  an 
engagement  of  one  hour  and  30  minutes,  in  which 
the  Catharine  had  her  boatswain  killed,  and  1st  lieu- 
tenant wounded — the  Colibri  had  six  killed  and  se- 
veral wounded.  2d,  the  Curlew,  oflG  guns,  by  the 
Acasta  frigate,  filling-in  with  her  in^a  fog.  3d,  the 
Gossamer,  of  14  gun-,  by  the  Emolous  of  18  guns. 
The  Emolous  was  afterwards  cast  way  on  Ragged 
Island,  near  Cape  Sable — crew  saved.  On  the  5th 
inst.  there  were  38  American  vessels,  prizes,  at  Ha 
lifax.  The  prisoners  are  said  to  be  well  treated. 
The  enemy’s  force  on  our  coast  is  augmenting  ra- 
pidly ; but  as  so  large  a portion  of  our  merchant- 
men are  now  in  port  we  trust  that  their  compara 
live  damage  will  be  less  than  heretofore. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  17. 
Extract  of  a letter , dated  Caps  May,  August  14, 
half  past  10,  A.  M. 

This  moment  prize  master  Beach,  has  come 
ashore  from  the  Mary  Ann,  just  cast  anchor  here, 
a prize  to  the  privateer  Paul  Jones,  captain  Hazard, 
of  New  York.  The  Paul  Jones,  with  3 guns  and 
120  men,  sailed  fro  m New  York  July  6.  On  the 
25th  July,  lat.  20,  long.  67,  two  days  sail  from  Porto 
Rico,  fell  in  with  and  engaged  the  letter  of  marque 
"Ship  Hassan,  captain  Peter  Smith,  ofJLondo'n,  with 
14  guns  and  20  men,  loaded  with  wines,  dry  goods, 
and  saffron,  invoice  cost  $ 250,000,  from  Gibral 
tar,  bound  to  Havana.  The  Paul  Jones  fought  the 
Hassan  half  an  hour,  when  she  struck,  with  the  loss 
Of  her  captain,  and  a small  boy  wounded,  had  a 
prize  master  put  on  board,  and  was  ordered  for 
the  first  American, port,  probably  Savannah.  July 
‘31,  off  the  north  side  of  Porto  Rico,  took  the  sloop 
Mary  Ann,  captain  John  lb  White,  of  Bermuda, 
from  Tuiks  Island,  bound  to  Antigua  with  3,000 
bushels  of  salt.  The  Mary  Ann  is  now  lying  at  an 
chor  off  Cape  May,  under  the  charge  of  prize  mas- 
ters Beach  and  Riker,  from  the  first  of  whom  we 
have  this  information.  Mr.  Beach  left  the  Paul 
Jones,  then  mounting  17  guns,  off  Porto  Rico, 
in  chase  of  a brig,  supposed  to  be  British.  The 
Paul  Jones,  had  information  of  six  English  mer 
chant  ships,  richly  laden,  under  convoy  of  a man 
of  war  brig  from  Jamaica,  bound  to  London,  which 
they  were  keeping  a good  look  out  for.  The  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  Paul  Jones  were  well  and  in 
high  spirits.  Saw  no  American  vessels  of  war. — 
Heard  nothing  of  commodore  Rodgers. 

P.  S.  3 o’clock,  P.  M-  three  sail  in  sight, 

NAVAL  ACTION,  UPON  THE  ST.  LAWRENCE. 

43ktract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the 

gun  boat  Julia,  to  a gentleman  in  Utica,  dated 
Ogdensburg,  August  4. 

“ On  the  13th  ult.  the  Julia  was  fitted  out  at 
Sachet’s  harbor  with  orders  to  proceed  to  this  place. 
The  3 1st  we  entered  the  St,  Lawrence,  within  sight 


of  Brockville  [ten  miles  above  Ogdensburgh]  dis- 
covered the  Earl  Moira,  of  18  guns,  and  the  Duke 
ot  Gloucester,  of  10  guns,  lying  to  ; bore  down 
within  three  quarters  of  a mile  of  them  and  came 
to  anchor,  having  prepared  for  action.  Al  half 
past  4,  p.  M.  the  enemy  opened  a fire  upon  us,  which 
we  immediately  answered.  The  action  cor.tinoed 
three  and  a half  hours  ; dunng  which  time  the 
Duke  hauled  up  within  half  a mile  of  us,  and  seem- 
ed preparing  with  a number  of  boats  to  board  us, 
when  two  well  directed  shots  from  our  32  pounder 
forced  her  to  abandon  that  idea.  She  then  hauled 
up  with  the  Earl  Moira  under  the  land  battery, 
which  consisted  of  8 long  18’s.  The  batten  then 
opened  upon  us  a heavy  five.  At  8 o’clock  we 
weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  to  Ogdensburgh. 

“We  had  nota  man  killed  or  wounded  ; received" 
hut  little  injury  ; three  shots  only  struck  our  hull  ; 
one  through  our  jib,  and  one  through  our  waist 
cloths — which  also  struck  the  gun  caniage. 

“ The  Julia  carries  only  3 guns,  2 of  which  are 
sixes.  Her  crew  are  all  volunteers.  Lieut.  H.  W. 
Wells,  of  the  brig  Oneida,  commanded — Samuel 
Dixon,  sailing  master  Capt.  William  Vaughan, 
capt,  Isaac  Benedict  and  his  company  of  riflemen, 
were  among  the  volunteers.” 

The  late  United  States  brig  Nautilus  has  been 
manned  from  the  British  squadron,  and  now  makes 
one  of  them.  The  late  crew  of  the  brig  Emulous 
have  been  transferred  to  the  Curlew  privateer,  cap- 
tured by  the  Acasta  frigate. 

To  prosecute  the  present  war  with  success  de- 
mands the  greatest  vigilance  as  well  in  the  people  as 
in  the  government.  We  have  among  us  an  im- 
mense number  of  traitors,  but,  tha:  k heaven  I their 
number  will  lessen  as  the  war  proceeds.  At  present, 
in  some  places  and  companies,  it  is  quite  fashiona- 
ble to  ridicule  the  efforts  we  are  making  for  the 
mainlainance  of  our  rights  ; for  the  preservation  of 
our  brethren,  from  being  kidnapped  by  ruffians, 
like  negroes  from  Africa, — and  the  capture  of  an 
American  privateer  would  be  printed  in  certain  pa- 
pers as  **  glorious  news  ” if  the  editors  thought  the 
ripeness  of  the  season  had  come  for  it.  In  the  Chariest 
ton  papers  we  notice  an  advertisement  offering 
$ 300  reward  for  the  detection  of  the  person  or  per- 
sons who  spiked  seven  of  the  guns  belonging  to  the 
privateer  “ Saucy  Jack,”  of  that  port. 

A certain  paper  publishes  a list  of  fjty-Jive  ves- 
sels— to  wit,  1 U.  S.  brig,  13  privateers,  1 revenue 
cutter,  15  ships,  14  brigs,  10  schooners  and  1 sloop, 
captured  bv  the  enemy  since  the  declaration  of  war. 
If  in  the  same  paper  were  printed  in  the  same  pom- 
pous manner,  a list  of  the  nine  hundred  and  nineteen 
vessels , which  had  been  reported  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  as  captured  by  the  British,  while  we  were  at 
peace,  we  should  not  think  the  worse  of  the  editor 
for  doing  so.  Our  govern ment  forewarned  the  mer- 
chants by  the  embargo  ; we  are  happy  to  st.  • e thnu 
many  profited  by  it;  if  others  would  not,  they  must 
blame  themselves.  On  the  onset,  disasters  of 
thiskind  were  to  be  expected  ; but  in  poinf  o:  value 
the  account  is  or  soon  will  be  balanced.  Five 
sixths  of  our  shipping  are,  at  this  time,  safe  in  our 
ports. 

We  have  the  pleasure  to  notice  the  sailing  of 
several  very  stout  privateers  of  the  United  Sute.’, 
since  our  last. 

“ Sent  in  for  adjudication” 

The  British  brig  Ann,  by  the  Teazer  privateer, 
of  New- York. 

The  British  barque  St.  Andrews,  of  8 guns,  feu 
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Bristol,  (Eng.)  in  ballast,  sent  into  Portland  by  the 
Rapid,  privateer. 

A British  brig  from  Jamaica,  for  Halifax,  with 
a full  cargo  of  ruin,  sent  into  Chatham,  by  the  pri- 
vateer Bunkers  Hill,  of  New-York. 

New-York,  August  19. 

Another  prize. — Arrived  yesterday,  and  saluted 
Castle  Williams  as  she  passed,  the  British  brig 
Harmony,  from  Grenock  bound  to  Quebeck,  with 
a cargo  of  rum,  dry  goods  and  coal,  captured  July 
29,  in  lat.  46,  long.  55,  by  the  privateer  Yankee, 
of  Bristol  Rhode-Island.  The  Harmony  is  a fine 
vessel  of  250  tons,  mounts  4>  sixes,  and  had  20  men. 
The  Yankee,  about  the  same  time  captured  three 
other  brigs,  one  of  which  being  in  ballast,  was 
given  up  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  prisoners. 

In  the  Sound,  a deeply  loaded  brig,  from  Jamai- 
ca, prize  to  iheTeazer  privateer. 

Boston,  Aug.  16. 

A schooner,  prize  to  the  John,  from  Jamaica, 
with  160  punchs.  rum. 

The  John  had  taken  three  new  brigs  laden  with 
lumber,  bound  from  Halifax  to  England  ; a ship  of 
400  tons,  coppered,  in  ballast,  having  eight  IS’s  ; 
the  John  was  left  iri  chase  of  a ship  of  400  tons, 
from  England,  with  dry  goods. 

The  schooner  Sally  of  Cape-Anne,  from  Cayenne 
with  a full  cargo  of  molasses,  was  sent  m(o  New 
port  on  Saturday  last  by  a privateer  from  that  port. 

The  privateer  ship  Alfred,  ol  16  guns  and  130 
men,  sails  from  Salem  this  day  on  a cruise. 

Newport,  (R.  I. ) Aug.  15. — Arrived  the  brig 
Sarah,  Rolf,  from  Portland  for  New-York,  captain 
Rolf  mentions  that  the  privateer  Teazer,  had  taken 
a prize  worth  $ 100,000,  which  had  arrived  at  Port 
land. 

Anchored  in  the  inner  harbor,  privateer  schoon 
er  Providence,  captain  Hopkins,  from  Providence, 
14  guns  and  80  men,  bound  on  a cruise. 

Philadelphia,  August  20. — The  privateer  schooner 
shadow  is  below — put  in  in  distress  having  received 
damages  in  an  action  with  a Letter  of  Marque.  Cap- 
Taylor  and  2 men  killed  and  12  wounded. 

Charleston,  Aug.  7. — In  consequence  of  the  pri- 
vateer Wasp,  of  Baltimore,  having  captured  the 
Swedish  ship  Continencia,  captain  Dahlstrom,  be- 
fore she  had  crossed  the  bar,  we  understand  that 
<?he  civil  authority  dispatched  an  officer  down  to 
Five  Fathom  Hole  on  Wednesday,  ordering  her 
up  to  the  city  for  adjudication.  The  privateer  and 
ship  came  up  yesterday  morning. 


The  Chronicle. 

Thursday  last,  appointed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  as  a day  of  general  humiliation  and 
prayer,  was  duly  observed  as  such  in  this  city.  The 
banks  were  closed,  and  business  in  general  suspend 
ed,  as  on  the  sabbath. 

By  'h*Jr  villainous  intrigues  of  the  double  traitor 
Miranda , the  city  of  Caracas,  with  the  port  of  La 
Gudyra  and  the  circumjacent  country,  have  fallen  in 
to  the  hands  of  the  lories  from  Coro.  This  wretch 
under  specious  pretences  had  so  dispersed  the  pa 
triot  troops  as  to  render  opposition  hopeless.  The 
royal, or  tory  force, howeveris  small;  and  as  by  some 
late  accounts,  considerable  bodies  of  patriots  were 
mat  ching  towards  the  capital  from  the  provinces  oi 
Barmus  and  Cinmana,  we  have  some  reason  to  ex- 
pect they  may  be  driven  out,  unless  indeed  the  fall 
of  Caracas  shall  dishearten  the  republican  troops. — 
The  priests  have  had  considerable  agency  in  this 
business  ; they  seized  upon  the  late  earth 
quakes  so  destructive  to  the  people,  as  the  judg- 


ments of  God  upon  them,  from  their  want  of  alle* 
giance  to  the  poor  creature  Ferdinand,  the  sou  of 
an  acknowledged  strumpet.  We  are  not  vet  inform- 
ed of  the  particulars  of  these  transaction*,  out  have 
tie  pleasure  to  learn  that  Miranda  himself,  witn  a 
vast  treasure  that  he  was  about  stealing  away,  \v  :s 
detected  in  an  attempt  to  put  to  sea  in  a vessel  he 
had  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  republicans. 

It  is  a melancholy  fact,  that  many  vessels  have 
cleared  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States  with 
British  licences,  to  carry  p?  ovhions  to  the  a rimes 
in  Spain  and  Portugal.  It  is  some  consolation  tor 
bebeve  that  in  going  or  returning  the  traitors  may 
be  detected  by  our  public  or  private  armed  vessels. 

We  have  no  foreign  intelligence  since  our  last, 
except  some  scraps  of  news  from  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, unimportant.  The  French  appear  to  have 
adopted  a Fabian  system  to  weary  out  their  enemy 
by  delays.  In  the  mean  time  the  sufferings  of  the 
people  in  general  are  ext.  erne;  alternately  a prey 
to  the  adverse  ar  mies.  The  siege  of  Cadiz  con- 
tinues, without  any  prospect  of  success.  There  are 
no  French  in  Portugal. 

The  Catholic  Question, — is  decided.  On 
motion,  Mr.  Canning’s  motion  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  Catholic  claims,  was  cairiedin  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Monday,  235  to  106 — London  pap. 

On  the  1st  inst.  was  laid  on  the  scite  of  the  late 
Richmond  Theatre,  under  the  direction  of  Robert 
Mills,  Esq.  architect.,  the  corner  stone  of  the  Mon- 
umental church  about  to  be  erected  in  commemora- 
tion of  those  who  perished  on  the  same  spot  on  the 
26th  of  December  last. 

Several  matrasses  (says  a late  Charleston  paper) 
stuffed  with  flannel  of  a superior  qualify’ ; also  some 
trunks  of  valuable  dry  goods  (British  manufac- 
ture) were  seized  this  morning  by  one  of  the  officers 
of  the  customs. 

$3^  An  American  vessel  has  arrived  at  New- 
York  with  a cargo  of  British  goods  said  to  have 
cost  £ 400,000  sterling.  Others  are  arriving  at  the 
dififerent  ports,  and  many  are  expected.  What  will 
be  the  fate  of  these  importations  is  not  agreed  upon  , 
but  the  goods  will  probably  be  seized  in  the  first 
instance. 

It  is  now  stated  that  France  has  declared  war  a- 
gainst  Russia.  A rapture  between  France  and 
Sweden  is  again  spoken  ol  in  England. 


Excellent  Postscript. — Arrived  at  the  port 
of  Baltimore,  last  evening,  the  British  ship  Bragan- 
za,  from  Port  au  Prince,  for  London  “ sent  in  for 
adjudication,”  by  the  privateer  Tom  of  this  place, 
of  about  400  tons  burthen,  armed  with  12  heavy 
guns,  anrl  laden  with  about  400,000/^9.  of  coffee,  with 
a quantity  of  logwood,  &c.  The  Tom  expected  to 
fall  in  with  another  British  ship  of  600  tons,  from 
the  same  port,  laden  with  a million  of  pounds  of 
coffee  ! 

GLORIOUS  ADDITION! —(if  true.) 

New  York,  Wednesday,  Aug.  19,  11  o'clock. — 
Letters  have  been  received  at  Newport,  r.  i.  from 
officers  on  board  the  frigate  President,  dated  the 
19th  of  July,  which  state  that  the  American  squa- 
dron under  commodore  Rodgers,  ha  we  taken  and 
destroyed  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTY  sail 
if  British  me  chantmen  ; and  that  shortly  after 
leaving  New  York,  the  Hornet  had  a brush  with 
a British  frigate,  supposed  to  have  been  the  BeKi- 
lere.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  squadron  were 
in  excellent  health  and  spirits. 

The  next  number  will  complete  the  second 
volume,  or  first  year,  of  the  Weekly  Register, 
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TO  THE 

Friends  of  the  Weekly  Register. 

The  present  number  completes  the  2nd  volume, or 
first  year  of  the  publication  of  the  WEEKLY  RE 
GISTEFL. 

At  the  commencement  of  his  third  volume,  the 
famous  Cohbeil  said—' £ There  a<e  weekly  sold  of  this 
work  [his  Weekly  Political  Register]  more  than 
two  thousand  numbers  ; which,  when  it  is  consider- 
ed that  only  fifty  two  numbers  have  been  published, 
is,  1 believe,  an  instance  of  success  unparalleled  in 

the  history  of  periodical  publications.” We  had 

two  thousand  subscribers  before  (he  10th  No.  is- 
sued, and  now  distribute  weekly  into  all  the  state? 
and  territories  of  the  United  States,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  copies. 

To  deserve  this  great  success  some  exertion  has 
been  made,  and  much  move  would  have  been  done, 
had  the  circumstances  of  the  editor  permitted  his 
will  to  direct  him.  Theextreme  pressure  of  matter 
aiisingfrom  the  momentous  times  in  which  we 
live,  as  well  worthy  of  present  attention  as  future 
remembrance,  would  have  led  him  to  have  issued 
many  supplements  ; arid  besides,  to  have  embellish- 
ed the  work  with  some  useful  maps  an*d  plates — but 
•ve  are  yet  voung  in  the  business,  and  must  creep 
along  as  well  as  we  can,  till  strength  is  afforded  to 
assume  the  attitude  we  aim  at.  At  present,  how 
ever,  it  is  fair  to  observe,  that  the  Register  is  the 
cheapest  work  that  was  e'ver  published  in  the  form 
of  a book.  CcbbetCs  Register,  which  does  not  con- 
tain half  as  much  matter,  costs  his  readers  seven 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  annum , besides  the  ex- 
pence  for  the  stamps,  and  the  extra  charges  for  ali 
his  supplements. 

While  with  an  honest  pride  the  editor  gratefully 
notices  the  prompt  attention  that  has  been  paid  by 
many,  very  many  friends,  in  all  parts  of  the  union, 
to  the  conditions  on  which  this  paper  isymblished, 
his  sufferings  compel  him  to  observe,  that  a great 
number  are  yet  in  arrears.  Herein,  is  the  disease 
that  baffles  exertion,  paralizes  the  brain,  and,  too 
frequently,  brings  death  to  our  periodical  works. — 
But  a period  has  now  arrived  at  which  those  that, 
through  hurry  of  business  or  any  other  cause,  have 
neglected  to  satisfy'  the  demand  due  in  March  last, 
may  do  away  the  omission  by  forwarding,  immedi 
ately,  their  payment  for  the  last  and  present  year 
together.  The  mail  presents  a safe  and  convenient 
mode  of  conveyance.  Those  of  our  friends  who, 
from  zeal  for  the  success  of  this  work,  may  feci  vvil 
ling  to  anticipate  the  regular  period  of  pavment, 
are  respectfully  informed,  that  favors  of  that  kina 
will  he  thankfully  acknowledged. 

About  450  copies  [and  r o more]  of  the  work  frerr 
the  commencement,  are  for  sale,  to  be  obtained  on- 
ly by  the  payment  of  $10,  for  which  the  subscriber 
will  he  returned  a complete  file  of  theREGUTEa.with 

a receipt  for  the  ensuing  year. New  subscribers 

mav  commence  at  the  second  or  third  volume,  on 
paying -$5.  An  advance  hereafter  will  be  always 
exacted.  The  general  plan  of  ihc  work  is  now 
fairly  before  the  public,  and  its  fsfet ire  merits  may 
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be  appreciated  by  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
hitherto  conducted.  Our  agents  are  respectfully 
entreated  to  take  notice  of  these  terms — and  also  to 
urge  the  settlement  of  the  bills  yet  in  their  hands,  if 
any  there  are. 

The  next  volume  will  be  commenced  with  a new 
and  beautiful  type,  and  the  title  and  index  for  the 
present  be  furnished  as  soon  as  possible. 


Address 

OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  TO  THE 
PEOPLE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

( See  address  of  the  sena  e.  page,  308. ) 

Fellow-Citizens — The  house  of  representatives  of  ftfassachu setts, 
having;  nearly  completed  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  session,  upon 
the  eve  of  an  adjournment,  are  induced  to  delay  their  departure 
for  their  homes,  by  the  intelligence  just  received,  ot  war  declared 
by  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain.  Though  the  n cent 
course  of  public  affairs  has  led  some  of  us  to  anticipate  this  event, 
as  the  natural  and  inevitable  consequence  of  the  infatuation  which 
has  presided  in  the  national  councils,  and  of  the  final  desertion  of 
your  interests  by  some  of  your  own  representatives  in  congress  ; 
yet  we  are  sensible  that  this  calamity  will  fall  upon  most  of  you 
as  a sudden  and  unexpected  visitation  ; and  be  regarded  by  you  as 
an  instanenof  inconceivable fullyand desperation.  Wealso  know, 
that  it  will  lie  natural  for  y on  to  look  towards  your  state  legislature, 
for  the  suggestion  of  some  means  of  relief  from  a condition  so 
repugnant  to  your  wishes  and  interests.  Most  gladly  would  we 
devote  our  time  and  exertions  to  any  means  of  repairing  the  mis- 
chief already  begun,  or  of  averting  the.  ruinous  consequences  which 
await  o'ur  country.  But  our  disposition  unless  seconded  by  the 
active  energies  of  the  people  can  be  of  no  avail.  The  system* 
deliberatively  adopted  at  a former  session  for  securing  the  perma- 
nent power  to  a majority  of  the  senate  in  defiance  of  the  voice  of 
the  people,  impedes  and  defeats  the  expression  of  the  public  will* 
The  approbation  of  war  measures  by  a minority  in  this  branch, 
and  by  certain  members  of  congress  from  this  state,  exhibits  you 
as  a divid'd  people  to  those  who  triumph  in  your  divisions,  as  a 
source  of  tht  ir  own  pow  er ; and  the  national  government  has  b,en 
induced  to  believe  t iiat  your  fi  at  s amldissenticus  combi  i :cU  w ich  your 
sober  habits,  and  natural  aversion  from  the  appt  a ranee  of  opposition 
to  the  laws,  are  suiTu-ieiit  pledges  for  your  tame  acquiescence  in  the 
abandonment  of  your  local  interest,  and  lor  your  supporting  at  the 
expense  of  your  blood  and  tivasuiv,  a war,  unnecessary,  unjustifia- 
ble and  impolitic;  which,  under  the  pretruce  of  vindicating  the 
independence  oi  our  country  again  l a nation  which  do»-s  not 
threaten  it,  must  too  probably  consign  your  liberties  to  the  care  of 
a tyrant  who  has  blotted  every  vestige  of  independence  from  the  con- 
tinent of  Jiarope. 

Having  presented  a temperate  and  respectful  memorial  to  con- 
gress, praying  them  to  avert  the  evils  of  w ar,  without  eft.  ct;  it 
no  longer  becomes  us  to  conceal  our  sentiments  upon  tin  cause* 
and  tendency  of  the  present  war.— The  time  perhaps  approaches, 
w hen  like  other  minions  of  French  power  and  influence,  w..  shall 
be  expected  to  observe,  a timid  and  profound  silence  upon  the  mea- 
sures of  administration*  A war  begun  upon  prim i;Ies  so  out- 
rageous to  public  opinions,  to  tin*  feelings  and  mitrest*  oi  'lbs 
people,  can  be  supported  only  by  the  violence  which  d**tro;  s tho 
freedom  of  speech,  and  endanger?  the  liberty  of  the  oilizen.  But 
while  our  chamber  is  nut  yet  encompassed  by  a standing  army  ami 
•he  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  not  suspended,  we  will  lift  up  a warn- 
ing voice  to  our  constituents,  and  apprise  them  of  their  da.ig.  r. 

When  amidst  the.  peaceful  scenes,  in  which  for  thirty  y.rr*,  you 
haver  been  accustomed  to  repose,  you  are  made  to  r elis--  that  war 
c.rut  .r ; when  you  find  lhai  to  supply  the  exhausted  treasury,  pi  pi  v 
money  has  been  issued ; and  that  direct  and  burdensome  taxes  must 
lie  imposed  upon  your  lands  and  occupations,  while  the  means  ot* 
providing'  for  their  payment  arc  diminished  ; d el  with  wh«6, 
inquisitive  anxiety  yon  will  look  around  you  for  the  causes  of  your* 
tribulation.  No  invasion  of  our  country  has  been  threatened.  No 
enemy  was  mar.  No  enterprise  upon  our  independence  hadbei-tx 
undertaken.  Neither  treason,  insurrection,  nor  v<  slstaoce.to  ta  x 
execution  oi'  the  laws,' were  to  be  apprehended  :—Yorr  commercial 
rights,  ii  is  true,  have  been  exposed,  to  violation  by  the  bt  iligeivnr. 
nations,  and  injuries  have  been  sustained,  that  were  ei 'tilled  tr> 
redress.  But  though  the  measure  of  injury  cannot  edi  ct  the  right 
of  reparation  > it  ought  not  to  bn  disregarded  1>\  a wise  nation  in 
its  attempt  to  procure  atonement,  by  a i t sort  to  the  last  cxm» 
unity. 


• Befi-ning  to  the.  method  of  districting;  Us <t  store  tor  jematqjtv 
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Without  stopping  upon  this  most  solemn  occasion , to  notice  the  Another  ami  inore  remote  cause  of  this  wav,  we  tire  compelled  to 
insinuations  a.>*i  assertions so lavishing!)-  made,  «.  a pirn  u>  disuu  m-  reft  rtoa  disposition  in  many,  whose  influence  predofiiizat-s  in  our 
b«j  liar  union.,  by  the  employ  ir.  r t oi  secret  emissaries,  au«.i  the  fit-*  untie.  >al  councils,  u»  .tgirra.Mizc  the  south  rn  and  western  »tai<  s at 
tempts  to  cx'tii-  Indian  hostilities,  insinuations  and  assertions  juic  expens,  m t n*  eastern  section  oi  the  union.  Ii  is  t:!up.Kstio-,,.aoly 
wholly  unsupported  by  proof,  and  which  furnish  conclusive  evi- : true,  that  the  partial  and  local  interests  of  ike  people  oi  the  .nacre 
dc.:  v of  a 'a  :inr  of  n ere  important  reasons ; v.c  may  consider  the  >e  :t  stales  night,  bv  a spirit  o.  at-coiM  nod?  lion,  be  so  blended  and 


cut.  a-s  assigned  by  government  tor  tills  appeal  to  arms,  to  be,  i 
(substance, 

Jrirst.  The  impressment  of  American  seamen. 


spirit  oi  accomi  ....  , 

cii  d as  to  prochiC  a great  and  har.  onions  whole,-  cauabl.  of 

curmg the  highest  degree  of  natiov>al  tdieily  avid  strength.  4i\it 
»t  chsguist  our  co  viction,  that  a system  coeval  with  the 


Secodtllj  • i nr  principi-s  of  bloc.Muc,  imputed  to  the  British  go-  [formation  or  our  constitution  was  digest:  <1  and  has  been  unceasingly 
-re.nieiit,  by  whi-.h  ports  not  actually  invested  may  be  consult  ivo 
subject  to  blockade. 

Thirdly,  and  principally.  The  orders  in  council. 

In  regard  to  the  impressment  of  oor  seamen.  the  British  govern- 
ment have  at  no ‘period  pretended  to  the  right  oi  taking-  them. 


knowing  them  tohie  such.  They  claim  the  right  of 
tnti  ships  in  search  of  their  own  subjects;  asul  in  the  t 


pursued  to  create  and  secure  a pn  potjd.-rance  of  weight  and  pow- 
er over  the  connnerciai  states.  Wi.at.  v.r  tends  to  check  lie.*  growth 
of  thi  .lavige.tii.g  int:  rest,  and  prevent  the  accumulation  of  wealth 
in  iiv.se  siat.'s;  whatever  discourages  the  increase  of  tueir  popu- 
lation and  encourages  emigration  *rom  them ; whatever  will  con- 
i tribute  to  the  extension  o:  territory  in  the  southern. and  western 
isiting  nen-;  region,  by  conquest  or  otherwise,  will  materially  contribute  to  the-, 
rdise  ofiauainmeut  of  that  object.  T he  war  now  commenced  is  adapted 
' to  produce  these  effects. 

Hi  first  result  will  he  a wide  and  wasteful  sweep  of  our  vessels 


it,  abuses,  though  to  a much'  less  extent  than  tin.  propk  have  be 
led  to  believe,  have  been  practised.  But  the  conclusive .reins 
upca  this  subject  is,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  now  secretary  of  state,  and  j by  capture.  The  ship.fi  .»g  of  Massachusetts  is  her  main  smew.  Th 
Mr.  Pinkney,  tin.  present  attorney  g^ursri,  had  made  a.  i arrange-  j luss  of  it  is  irretrievable,  as' 'if  constitutes  capital.  But  tea  souther: 


Burnt  with  the  British  government,  for  the  protection  of  can-  s*a- j planter,  this  is  at  most  a lei 
men,  which  in  their  judgment  would  have  been  perfectly  cofupe  1 
texri  to  tint;  object.  But  tins  arrangement,  president  Jefferson 
evidently  abd.  fatally  determined  to  inesi-rw  every  source  of  ini- 
taton, )-  fused  to  confirm.' — ■ — Since  that  period  the  British  gqven 
Blent  has  always  processed  a willingness  to  enter  upon  new  ar- 
rangements,' and  their  mhlist-  r has*  lately  explicitly  offered  to 
obtain  the  restoration  of  every  American  seaman,  upon  being 
furnished  with  a list  of  them;  We  cannot  but  add  that  tit®,  senate 
of  this  commonwealth  has  refused  to  concur  with  the  house  in  the 
means  of  procuring  • front  every  town  a list  of  their  impressed 
citizens,  the  number  of  which  we  have  reason  to  believe  would 


app^r  quite  inconsiderable  hi  comparison  with  the  exaggerated 
at: ■ cations  of  our  udr.iuiistnttioe,  as  well  as  with  those  vvlm  by 
this  act  of  their  own  government,  are  now  exposed  to  capture  and 
to  confinements  prison  ships. 

Upon  the  question  of  constructive  blockade , separate  from  the 
or dei  s in  council,  which  rest  on  special  circumstances,  there  can 
be  yo.  pretence  tor  a controversy,  involving  the  necessity  of  war. 
The  British  government  has  declared  in  “ official  communications” 
that  to  constitute  a blockade  “particular  pints  must  lie  actually 
invested  and  previous  warning  given  to  vessels  bound  to  them 
not  to  enter.”  To  this  definition  it  is  understood,  that  the  Ameri- 
can government  assents.’,.  But  it  is  alleg  'd  that  Great  Britain 
viol  rites  her  professed  !' nutation  of  this  right  of  blockade,  by  hr 
orders  in  council,  which  are.  in  effect,  a constructive  blockade  of 
Trance,  m.d  her  dependencies. 

It  is  far  from  the  disposition  of  your  representatives  to  investi- 
gate the  reasons  advanced  by  Great  Britain  in  defence  of  this  mea- 
sure, which  her  present  administration  consider  essentLlvto  the 
. maintenance  of  her  independence.  But  we  may  confidently  ap- 
p.  alto  your  good  sens",  for  contimiation of  the  solemn  truth,  (hat 
war  against  Great  Britain  cdone,  at  the  moment  she  declares  her 
orders  in  council  repealed,  whenever  a revocation  of  the  French, 
dec.-  es  shall  have  eidu  , is  a measure  stamped  with  partiality  and 
i -justice-  By  the  openuimi  of  these  orders  our  commerce  is  ex- 
cluded from  the  ports  of  France  and  her  dependencies.  But  were 
they  lv-p-aleth  the  municipal  regulations,  heavy  duties  and  other 
multiplied  embarrassments  in  those  parts,  would  be  obstacles  to 
that  commerce, not  fcss  effectual  than  the  British  edicts.  Thus  to 
to  obtain  t!’ right  to  traffic  with  Franco,  which  would  pot  be  won  ii 
pursuing,  wo  ivnouitce  a participation  in  a lucrative  commerce 
with  the  rest  of  the,  work!.  To  indemnify  the  merchant  for  iris 
partial  lnsst  s,  his  whole  property  is  exposed  to  capture.  To  secure 
iclnbution for  occasiouaS  depredations, and  individual  outragi  upon 
solitary  vessels  by  British  ertiizt-rs,  the  entire  navigation  of  the 
country  and  your  brave  seamen  will  fall  a prey  to  'their  Loot;,  which 
cover  die  ocean.  , 

This  cursory  view  of  the  alleged  'causes  of  hostility,  compared 
with  vo.hr  own  observation,  and  recoil-ciion  oi'  the  course  o',  events, 
wifi  JuabL  you  to  judge  W«.  only  of  the  sincerity  of  tkciidinhis- 
tretion  but  th-  solidity  of  their  motives.  We  beg  you  also  to  r:.- 
Svllect  that  tin:  1 > • i.eh  decrees  while  they  are.  vsvieh  more  otUr.tr 
g.-ous  ii.  pro  eiple,  w-r  long  anterior  in  time,  and  therefore  first  de- 
Bns.nded  resistance  from  our  government,  and  that  >t  appears  by 
p„  >lic  documents,  that  the  or<i.  vs  ii.  council  would  have  been  re- 
vo-.-ed,  had  i ot  our  admin  istre  lion  thought  proper  to  connect  the 
revocation  with  a claim  for  the  relinquish). em  of, principles’  of 
bio.-kiide  which  .ave  tow  recognized  as  conformable  to  the  law  of 
nations.  From  dies:,-  considerations' \vj  are  constrained  by  a sense 
oi  i-,ntv  t.o  . -pr-ss  oi.r  fears  wtd  persuasion,  tm't  the  duptorabie 
event  which  hits  ;,u\vcoi'..e  to  pass,  is  attributable  Co  other  causes. 
— Tiie  mom  pro..*n>e»«t  of  lb*  so  is  tbe'embanwssment  arising iVoni 
the  precicitcUt  declucafion  of  the  president -of  the  United  States, 
tk.it  t'  - Kr.  urinkev, . s,  w.iiieii  vioiau  d'our'co.mntTciui figiii^xvtn 
repealed.  This  asiurav-cv.  has  Ixsck  cui  tradicteu  by  a series  oi' 
ev,  lit  and  circumstances  woich  leave nu  room  for  doubt.  By  lin 
siubiag  nut  bur:  j-.g  of  our  vt.sfst  Is  on  tile  high  sms  j by  the  formal 
d > hiriu.oii  oi  tb"  Fivncii  gowruinti.t  enfmeing  and  ajuplifying 
those  decrees:  anu  -jm’.’yby  tlv-  language  of.tiie  last  pbesidt-nijai 
n.'.ssa  .:  to  co-igi-f  ss,  wbiv h.  vriiil.  it  still  asserts  tju  repeal  of  Most" 
dccre-s,  exjdic'.  tiy  i-dmits,  that  since  t:.e  period  oi’such  pret'  -mtod  re- 
p..o  t%  be*  i'ovo  vn  i . m* ; t hasautiiovised  ilk  gal  captures  “by  its  privu- 
t>.  ,y  and  public  sV.ips,  that  other  outrages  i.Kvebc  n pramistti  on 
our  vessels  a.»d  n..r  ..iuzeil3 ; and  that 'no  iuttomnity  has  been  provhi- 
«-« oifpl  d.-"  d lor  F>eiu-h Spoliations iSw  properl;,  ol  oui  ciu/.c  os." 
Its.  dius  .muiillst,  lb  it  tlnni  >ch  ivvoe:uu»i  of  tiiose  decrees  is  an 
insidi  to  cornino-'  seiyse.  Y-.  t to  disguise  the  imposition,. pract  d 
U};o.  our  exccutlvi.*,  m grtu  ‘ its  Wou.mUd  priu  .itiiii  i-vodo  thv  re- 
iratci.n  of  error, -wvaiv  culioti  upon  to  kazaruaii  that  is  dear  to;: 
*1 
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porcry  evil,  as  foreign  bottoms  will 
. carry  his  crops  to  market.  By  the  embarrassments  and  losses  thus 
; aitetsdant  upon  commerce,  it  is  the  expectation  of  some  politicians, 
that  it  will  be  deemed  unwort. ;y  of  protection  and  cease  to  he ro 
presented,  and  that  the  attention  ot  men  will  be  diverted  from 
commercial  pursuits,  and  their  emigration  promoted  to  countries 
acquired  or  intendid  by  conquest  or  purchase ; 'which  from  no 
part  of  the  original  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  were  not 
included  ii:  our  national  compact. 

Another  cause  of  the  present  war  must  be  referred  to  a spirit  of 
jealousy,  anti  competition  with  Great  Britain  ; to  a mistaken  be- 
lief that  she  would  yield  to  the  pressure-  of  the  continental  system 
established  by  the  tyrant  of  Europe,  and  to  a propensity  to  co- 
operate in  that  system,  in  the  hope  of  sharing  in  the  glory  of  its 
success,  and  nerp* niaung  in  our  country  the  party  rniTimicf  and 
pow.  r of  its  advocates.  By  adopting  and  pertinaciously  adhering 
to  this  svsiem,  the  party  in  power  advanced  too  far  to  r- treat  with- 
out discredit.  They  have,  calculated  .hat  a Change  oi  thur  mea- 
sure-*. would  be  a confession  ofciTor,  and  that  this  must  be  followed 
by  the  forfeiture  of  their  claim  to  public  confidence.  But  in  war, 
the  worst  that  can  befall  them  is  the  loss  ot  office  and  of  power, 
and  they  are  not  without  hope  oi  finding  a refuge  from  d-nsure  and 
contempt  in  the  more  violent  passions  which  arc  inseparable  from 
a state  of  war. 

It  is  by  these  means,  fellow  citizens,  in  our  apprehension,  teat 
you  are  now  involved  in  WAR.  The  event  forms  anew  train 
our  national  history.  Ii  is  an  event,  awful,  unexpected,  hostile  to 
ydur  interests,  menacing  to  your  liberties,  and  revolting  to  your 
feelings.  It  destroys  your  confidence  in  g;C  protection  which  the 
constitution  intended  to  afford  against  aii  wars  repugnant  to  the 
interest  and  w ill  of  the  people  ; apd  proves  that  your  congress  is 
in  greater  subjection  to  executive  influence,  and  to  the.  passions  of 
the  few,  than  to  the  ascendancy  of  dispa-sioiiate  councils.  But  your 
duties  art  great  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the'  exigency, 
and  the  trial  impost  d upon  your  fortitude  and  patriotism. 

You  are  the  eiliz'o.s,  of  one  country,  and  l otind  to  support  all 
constitutional  law3,  until,  by  a peaceable  change  of  men,  you  can 
effect  the  repeal  of  such  as  art:  obnoxious.  You  must  also  -defend 
your  country  against  invasion  by  any  foreign  enemy,  w ithout 
weighing  the  justice  or  necessity  of  the  war.  We  pray  you  to  dis- 
courage all  attempts  to  obtain  redress  of  grievances  by  any  acts  of 
violence  or  combinations  to  oppose  th1  law  s.  Your  habits  of  obe- 
dience to  tin  dictates  of  duty,  jour  just  and  temperate  views  of 
your  social  and  political,  obligations,  your  firm  attachment  to  the 
constitution,  art  pledges  for  the  conroetn.:si»  ofytmr  conduct.  When 
a gre  at  people  find  themselves  oppressed  by  the  measures  of  their 
government,  When  their  just  rights  are.  neglected,  their  interests 
overlooked,  tiuir  opiniqus  disregard. d,  and  their  respectful  peti- 
tions re  c.'ived  with  supercilious  conten.pt,  it  is  iinpossibk  for  thciti 
to  submit  in  silence.  In  other  countries,  such  occurrences  produce 
tumults,  relit  Uioo  and  -civil  war.  But -in  our  country,  a peaceable 
remedy  may  he  found  tor  these  evils  in  the  constitution.  Situated 
however,  as  you  now  aye,  every  man  must  be  quick  to  di  cern, 
and  active  to  apply  this  remedy.  It.  must  be  evident  to  you,  that  a 
president  who  has 'made  tins  war,  is 'not  qualified  to  maw  peace; 
and  that  the  men  who  have  con:  Lived  hr  this'aet  ot  desperation,  are 
pledged  to  persevere  in  their  course,  h-ganin  ss.  of  all  cm.sequeaces. 
D'.soiay  then  the  m.;j-  sty  of  t’.ic  people  in  the  exercise  oi  your 
rights,  and  saerificing  all  party  feelings  at  th.e  altar  oi  your  .country’s 
good,  resolve  to  displace  those  who  have  abused  their  power,  and 
betrayed  their  trust.  Organize,  a peace  fiftrty  throughout  your 
country,  and  let  all  other  party  distinctions  vanish.  Keep  a stead- 
fast eye  ii  poll  'die  pusi.iciit.al  tleciio'u,  and  remember  that  if  he, 
whose  fatal  policy  has  plunged  you  into  '*ffis  unexampled  calamity, 
is  again  raisiuto  tiic  chair  ; aud  if  the  abettors  ot  war  are  to  be  en- 
trusted with  conducting  it ; you  will  have  nothing  . to  expect  for 
vears  to  com  , but  “ the  sound  of  the  warrior  and  garments  roiled 
mi  blood and  that  if  you  should  by  voyr  aid  accelerate  the  fall  .of 
Great  Britain,  you  would  merely  :L  liv.-r  over  j our  erJiausted  coun- 
try, and  enslaved  posterity  to  the  do'-finic-n  of  a tj  rant,  whose  want 
ol  power  alone  restrains  lyiu  from  the  exercise  of  unluuiteti  dt  spul- 
ism  on  the  ocean,  and  tiie  same  tyranny  in  the  new  world  which  he 
has  imposed  upon  the  old.  . 

To  secure- » fuilefix-dc  to  your  object,  it  will  be  necessary  that 
•you  should  meet  and  consult  together  for  the  common  good  in  your 
towns  and  comities.  It  is  in  these  dark  and  trying  times,  that  this 
constitutional  privilege  becomes  invaluable.  £>: press  your  senti- 
» uei its  without  fear,  and  let  the  sound:  of  your  disapprobation  of 
llijs  war  b - loud  anti  deep.  Let  it  be  distinct!)  understood,  that  m 
support  of  h:  your  couform-ily  to  tlie  requisitions  of  law  will  be  the 
resuit  principle  and  not  of  choice.  14'  your  sens  must  be  torn 
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from  vouby  conscriptions,  consign  them  to  the  care  of  GOD  ; but 
let  it.  ‘re  be  no  voiimtews  except  ibr  defensive  war. 

" HcmerlllKrr  t.nis,  if  unsuccessful,  trill  be  the  last  effort  of  a free 
republic;  you  most  exhibit  to  the  world  the  nuignanin.ity  aiuleon- 
.stanev  oi  u people  suffering  under  the  oppression  o!  their  rulers  and 
developit.gr  resources  fhr  iviief  in  their  ow  a eu>  rgy  and  virtue,  and 
iii  thc'prmeinic  of  their  constitution,  without  destroying  the  1st- 
brie,  fitich  a s;x?cude  would  indeed  b most  glorious  for  our  conn-  j 
try,  and  cotisopnorv  to  a weeping  world.  The  friends  of  the  hu- 
an an  nice  would  rejoice  that  one  iree  people  has  escaped  a snare 
jnto  Nvi licit  its  government  had  'alien,  but  if  blind  with  prejudice' 
and  passion  we  permit 'power  touvmaiuw  itli  those  who  lorn  t right, 
we  must  becojuy  the  allies  of  France, and  our  only, honor  will  con- 
sist in  one  having  been  the  last  tree  republic. 

Finally,  ill!  -v.  citizens,  we  are  constrained  to  declare  our  opini- 
on tint  the  war,  under  present  cirr  ..instances,  is  a wanton  sacrifice 
of  your  best,  interests.  That  the  provocation  is  not  adequate  to  tins 
highest  niid  most  signal  act  of  vengeance.  That  were  it  ever  so 
just, it  ought  not  to  he  undertaken  without  greater  preparation. 
And  that  the  dec  turn  tion  of  war  is  in  fact  a commission  from  our 
government  to  the  British  cruisers  to  seize  on  that  portion  of  our 
aoiiLiiemal  capital  vvpjeh  has  hitherto  escaped  the  aggressions  ol 
foreign  nations,  and  -the  no  Lss  fatal  measures  ol  our  own  govern* 

me.ii. 

House  of  Representatives,  Jiut  e26,  1812. 
iiesui  thrice  and  accepted, 

TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Speaker. 

tk  i ^ynijMcw  ;gscgarscwgt'w» 

Secret  Congressional  Journal. 

$ i'.'i  • v -v  t if  — Jn ne  1 , 1 H 1 %. 

1 A confidential  message  was  receiv'  d from  the  president  of  the 
United  Suit-s  by  >.lr.  Coles,  his  secretary. 

! [The  message  was  published  in  the  Register  of  the  20th  June, 

; £ng.  267.j 

The  mtssage-and  documents  therein  referred  to,  were  read ; and 
I On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a select  committee,  to  consist 
of  seven  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

I Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Anderson,  Smith,  (of  Md.)  Leib,  Campbell, 
(of  Tea.)  Howell,  Lloyd  and  Taylor,  be  the  committee. 

Wednesday,  June  3.— On  motion  by -Mr.  Bayard, 

Ordered,  That,  the  confidential  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  1st  instant, be  printed  lor  the  use  ot  the  senate, 
under  an  injunction  of  secrecy. 

* Friday,  June  5. — A confidential  message  was  received  from  the 
hoi.se  of  representatives,  by  Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Findley,  two  of 
their  members— Mr.  Macon  chairman. 

Mr.  President — The  house  of  representatives  have  passed  a bill 
entitled,  “ An  act  declaring;  dhtr  between  Great  Britain  and  lur  de- 
pendencies, and  the  United  States  and  their  territories  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  senate  ; and  request  that  the  bill 
be  considered  confidentially.  And  they  withdrew. 

[Here  follows  the  act  declaring  war  against  Great  Britain,  &c. 
already  published.] 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent— and 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Leib, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  trie  1st 
j instant,  on  the  confidential  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
! States,  of  the  same  date,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Monday,  June  8. — Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
I was  ^referred  the.  bill,  entitled  An  act  dccluriiig  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and  the  United  States  and 
their  territories,”  reported  the  bill  with  amendin'  nts. 

The  committee  also  reported  sundry  communications,  confiden- 
tially made  to  them,  from  the  treasury  and  war  departments,  on 
j the  subject. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lloyd, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  furnish  copies  of  the  said  coinrnu- 
locations  to  -such  senators  as  may  require  them. 

Tuesday,  June  9.— On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

The  bill  entitled  “ An  act  declaring  war  between  Great  Britain 
! and  her  dependencies  and  the  United  States  and  their  territories,” 

1 was  considered  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Gaillurd  was  requested  to  take  the  chair,  and  after  debate, 
a motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gregg, 

That  the  bill  be  recommitted  for  further  amendment  to  the 
committee  w ho  ’nave  under  consideration  the  message  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  of  the  1st  June. 

And  after  debate,  the  president  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  10.— Mr.  Gaiilard  was  requested  to  take  the 
chair. 

The  senate  resumed, as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  enti- 
tled “ Ah  act  declaring  war  bet  ween  Great  Britain  and  her  depen- 
dencies an<l  the  United  States  and  tln-ir  territories;”  and 

Mr.  Gregg  by  permission  amended  ills  motion  fin  re-committing 
the  bill  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  confidential  message  of 
president  of  the  United  States  of  the  1st  of  June,  as  follows; 

“ Resolved , That  the  biil  entitled  “ An  act  declaring  v\  ar  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  and  the  United  States  and 
lifeir  territories,”,  be  re-committed  to  the  committee  lowliom  was 
committed  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  1st  instant,  with  in- 
structions to  modify  and  amend  the  same  in  such  manner  as  that 
the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  have  power  to  authorise 
j public  armed  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  make  repri- 
! sals  upon  the  merchandise  belonging  to  the  crown  of  the  United 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  or  to  the  subjects  thereof ; 
and  also,  to  grant  letters  of  maroue  and  reprisals,  under  suitable  re- 
gulations to  be  provided  ih  the  Mil}  to  private  armed  shins  and  ves- 
sels, to  make  like  reprisals. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland, 

Thai  the  motion  lx  amended  so 'as  tiiut  the  bill  here-committed 
to  a new  committee  : i 

It  was  determined  in  thenegntrif. 

And  after  debate  the  president  resumed  his  chair  and  the  sCn&ta 
adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  11— Mr.  Gailiard  was  requested  to  take  ilia 
chair  ; and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson,  ,•  , 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  entitled  “ An  act  tic- 
daring  v.av  between  Great  Britain  and  her  depot. lienvi.  * am!  the 
United  States  and  their  territories,”  was  resumed  ar.d  t civd  as 
in.  committee  of  tile  whole,  together  w ith  the  motion  ..i  se.  roay 
submitted  by  Mr.  Gregg. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  it  was  determined  iu 
the  afrirniiitii  - — yeas  17,  nays  13. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Vavtium, 

The  yeas  anu  nays  havipg  been  requir.  d by  one-fifth  of  the  sena- 
tors present,  those  who  votgd  in  the  aliirmativ  e are— 

Messrs.  "Bayard,  Condit,  Dana,  German,  Giles.  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Gregg,  Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Led,,  Lloyd,  Heed, 
Smith  of N.  Y.  Worthington. 

Thus*  who  voted  in  the  negative  are— 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Campbell  of  Tenn.  Crawford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gail- 
lard.  Pope,  Smith  o4'  Mri.  fait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varr.um. 

IVhcreupon  Mr.  Crawford  resins  ea  the  chair ; and 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  is  re-committed, 
have  leave  to  sit  immediately. 

"Friday,  June  12. — Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  tlie  following  motion  for 
consideration. 

“ That  the  president  of  tlie  United  States  be  requested  to  cause 
to  belaid  before  the  senate  confidentially  or  otherwise,  as  lie  may 
deem  expedient,  all  the  information  in  the  department  of  state, 
not  heretofore  communicated,  having  relation  to  tie-  conductor 
Great  Britain  and  France  towards  the  Uiuted  Stutts.” 

Qr>lered,  That  it  lie  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Awl-rson,  from  tlie  committee  to  whom  was  fe-comfnfttcd 
the  bill  entitled,  “ An  act  declaring  war  bet weenG  rent  Britain  and 
her  dependencies  and  the  United  States  and  their  territories,”  vrirli 
instructions  to  modify  and  amend  the  same  in  such  manner  ihat 
the  president  shall  have  the  power  to  authorise  the  public  armed 
ships  of  the  United  States  to  make  reprisals  upon  the  public  and 
private  ships  and  vessels,  goods  and  merchandize  belonging  to  the 
crown  of  the  United  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
to  the  subjects  thereof ; and  also  to  grant  letu  rs  oi  marque  and 
reprisals,  under  suitable  regulations  to  be  provided  in  thy  '.ilk  to 
private  ship?  and  vessels,  to  make  reprisals,  agreeably  to  said  in- 
struct  ions,  reported  as  follows : 

“ After  the  word  “ that,”  in  the  third  line  of  the*,  bill,  strikeout 
residue  of  tie  bill  and  insert  the  following  amendment  i 
“ '1'he  president  of  the  United  States  shall  he  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised,  from  ai.d  afl.tr  day  of  next 

ensuing,  to  cause  reprisals  to  be  made  upon  the  public  and  private 
armed  ships  and  vessels,  goods  and  merchandize  belonging  to  the 
crown  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
me  subjects  tn-  reof,  which  may*  be  found  upon  the  high  seas  or 
elsewhere,  after  the  said  next ; 

excepting  such  ships,  v essels  or  property  as  now  are,  or  may,  be- 
fi .re  the  said  day  of  ' next, 

be  within  the  ports  and  harbors  or  tmder  the  cm.trcl  of  the  United 
States ; and  all  ships,  vessels  or  property  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  power  with  whom  the  United  bfu-  s ere  not  engaged,  in  war; 
and  lor  the  purposes  aforesaid  to  instruct  the  command,. n <*f  tlie 
public  armed  vessels  which  are.-  or  which  shall  be  employed  its  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  subdue,  seize  and  take  any  armed 
or  other  British  vessel,  belonging  to  the  united  kingdom  ot  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof,  which  shall  he  found 
within  thejnri'sdictioi  al  limits  of  the  United  States  or  elsewhere  on 
the  high  seas  ns  aforesaid.  And  suclt  eajhuml  v-sv-l,  with  her 
apparel,  guns,  and  aJJJmrtortauees,  ami  ike  goods  or  edicts  which 
shall. be  found  on  board  the  same,  bring  British  property, shall  be 
brought  within  some  port  of  the  Ui.it' d Stairs,  and  shall  he  duiy 
proceeded  against  and  condemned  as  for  tinted,  and  siiaii  accrue  .mil 
be  distributed  as  bylaw  is  or  shall  Ik*  provided,  respecting ' the  cap- 
tures which  shall  be  made  by  the  public  armed  vessels  of  tlie  U. 
States. 

“ Sec.  2.  And  he  if  further  enacted.  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  shall  I*-.  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  grant  to ’.he 
owners  of  private  armed  ships  and  Vessels  of  the  U.  Stales  wlio  shall 
make  application  tliembr,  commisrious  in  the  for.:,  which  he  shall 
direct,  and  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States  ; and  such  private 
armed  vessels  vvhcu  duly  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  shall  have 
the  same  license  and  authority  for  the  subduing,  seizing  and  cap-, 
luring  any  armed  or  other  British  vessel  iK-hmgisig-  to  the  crown 
of  tiic  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to  the  sub- 
jects thereof,  and* ibr.  the  re-capturing- 1 lit*  vessel,  goods  ant!  eiteets 
of  the  people  of  the  U.  State's,  as  the  public  armed  vessels  by  law 
have  ; and  shall  be  in  like  manner  subject  to  such  instructions  as 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  president  of  the  U.  States  iu  conformity 
with  the  established  law  of  nations,  and  the  math,  sand  laws  of riite 
U.  States,  for  the  regulation  oi'  their  conduct ; and  ti*  commission* 
which  shall  he  granted  as  afore  said,  shall  be  revokable  at  the  pica- 
si  ire  of  the  presidentof  the  U.  States. 

« Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person,  intending 
to  set  forth  and  employ  an  armed  vessel. and  applying  for  the  com- 
mission aforesaid,  shall  produce  in  writing  the  mime,  and  a suit*-, 
bit*  description  of  the  tonnage  and  lore  e of  the  vessel,  aud  tile  name 
and  place  of  residence  of  each  owner  concerned  therein  ; the  rutin- 
ber  ot  the  crew  ami  the  name  of  tlie  commander,  and  the  two  of- 
ficers next  in  rank  appointed  Ibr  such  vessel,  which  writing  shall 
be  signed  b\  the  person  ov  persons  making  such  application,  and 
filed  with  die  secretary  oi'  state,  or  stall  be  delivered  to  any  otjici 
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shall  he  employed  lo  deliver  out  such  cons 
iratismitted  to  the  socivtnry  of  state, 
t rlber  enact#!,  t 'hat.  before  any  com  mission 
MKul,  the  owner  <.r  owners  of  the  ship  or 
tit  shall  bo  requested,  and  the  eonnmuidt.Y 


Oil  motion  by  Mr.  Leib, 

The  yens  and  ravs  ha  vi . ir  1>een lvqui red  Ly  oitc'-fifitli  of  tlye1  striae 
tors  prt  sent,  those  who  v t d in  lt:e  attirmiMive  ar-> 

Messrs. Bayard.  Comfit,  Dana,  C»«  ruu.it,  O iT.'.as,  (foftdnth.Greag, 


thereof  Jor  ; lu-  i foe  bring,  shad  give  bond  to  the  U.  Stales,  with  at 
least  two  iTS^Oiiuihle  satvti.s,  not  ictm  wed  in  such  vessel,  in  the 
■penal  sum  of  ».  thousand  dollars ; cr  if  se.eh  vessel 

tie  pro vl-lyl!  with  mere  then  one  hundred  and  fifty  men*  llu-j. 
in  tiie  jw-j-rs)  s’.u.i  oi  thousand  dollars,  with  cyntli- 

tin*!,  t i . : - r the  ow;u  '&  and  officers  and  cr;  ws  who  >huil  he  employed 
on  board  of  '^fch't<(>iniiii-,fc  ..;.ed  vtss.  !s  shall  and  wiliobs  rve’.ln 
i a aii<  « and  laws  of  the  Id  Hw.t  s.  and  the  instructions  which  shall 
t>e  gtv.-n  them  -jm  e.fovsajd  for  the  regulation  of  their  -conduct  ; 
and  v ii! '-satisfy  nil  damage  and  injmii  « whfoii  shall  !x-  done  nr 
♦ai-iiHiunsi  coi.-Kiry  «>  the  tenor  thereof  by  such  vessel  during  htr 
cmnmis-.  on.  r.nri  to  deliver  up  the  same  vv ken  revoked  by  the  pre- 
: '^irJem  tin-  Uniu-il  .‘status. 

“h"  -c-  .c.  fr.nl  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  .public and  private 
t’.if.s  at..!  vess  Is.  oh)s  am!  useiTltaatlisCj  belonging  to  the  own 
of  the  united  kingdom  of  ui at  i.lrimin  and  Iceland,  or  to  the 
snbjvctS  thm-ofi  leg.  liar  with  their  apparel,  guns,  appurtenances, 
which  she!!  be  found  on  board  rite  same,  being  British  property, 
and  which  shall. be  captured  by  any  private  a mud  vessel  or  v.  s- 
se!s  oftlie  V.  k tales,  duly  eoeaui-sior  ed  as  aforesaid,  slink  be  for- 
feited and. shall  accrue  to  the  owners  thereof,  ami  to  the  officers 
and  crews  by  v.  hum  such  capture  siiall  be  made,  and  on  due  condi- 
dvmuation  had.  shall  be  distributed  according  to  any  arrangement 
which  snail  lie  hi Tween  them,  ov  in  the  failure  of  suc-lt  agreement, 
then  by  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom  such  condemna- 
tion slnill  !>e. 

••  Site.  ;i.  And  be  it  further  'enacted.  That  all  vessels,  goods  and 
cifccts,  the  property  of  any  citixoi  ol‘  the  United  Stftt.es,  nr  MNKtm 
resident  th«  r--i;  , which  shall  iv-eaptitvcd  n.>  aforesaid,  shall  be 
r: -stored -So  the  i awful  owners  upon  payment  by  them  respectively 
pf .«.  ..list  Hftd  r-  .'sm;vmie  salc.-igcy  u>  lie  determined  by  the  mutual 
rgj  . vjneut  of  the  j*;rd»-s. concern!  d,  or  by  the  decree  ot'any  court 
oi  the  United  Stuus  hat  jug  jiritime  jc.ri  Ruction, according  to  the 
nature- of  each  case:  Provided,  That  such  allowance  shall  not  be 
kss  ilian  one-iight h,  or  exceeding  oiu-lialf  of  the  value  of  such 
reK-apturc-,  without  any  cietluction  ; aucl  such  salvage  shall  be  dis- 
tributed to  ami  among  the  owners,  officers  and  crews  of  the  pri- 
vate armed  vessel  or  vessels  eMhiod  thereto,  according ..to  any 
agreement  winch  shall  he  bet  ween  them,  or  in  ease  of  no  agvsrt- 
imeiit,  then  by  t e treeivc  of  uitr  court  wuo  shall  tlctermine  upon 
such  srlragi'.’ 

" Sec.  7.  And  hr.  it.  further  enacted,  That  before  breaking  bulk 
of  nt:y  vessel  which  shall  he-  captured  ns  aforesaid;  or  other  dispo- 
sal or  ccr.ven.niV  thereof,  or -a. ' any  articles  which  shall  be  found 
on  hoard  the  same,  such  capture  shall  be  brought  into  some  port 
within  the  linked  Suites,  and  shall  be  .libelled  and  proceeded 
against  la-ford  the  district  court  of  the  same  district;  and  if,  after 
a due  course  of  procuvlir-g,  such  capture  shall  be  decreed  to  i>e  ler- 
fo-iied,  in  the  diktiict  court  or  in  the  circuit  court  Of  the  samedisr 
Ir-ct.  iv.  the  cr.se  of  any  appeal,  duly  niiowod,  the  same . shall  bedt>. 
live  red  to  ( he  ow.rn.-rs  ana  captors  concenied  therein,  or  shall  be 
riutiiiclj' sold  by  the  tu.irsMal  of  the  same  courts,  shall  be  finally 
cell  retd  and  ordered  by  tiu  court.  And  the  sr.me  court  which 
shall  have  final  jurism  -lion  of  any  ll’ml  or  .complaint  of  any  ccm 
tore  as  afuferSid,  shall  ami  may  decree  restitution  in.  vi-hole  or  it. 
part,  when  the  capture  and  restraint  shaft  have  been  made  with- 
out any  just  cause  aforesaid  ; and  if  made  without  probable  cause 
or  olherwis.;  tmiviisoj  aUe,  rnay  order  and  decree  damages  and 
costs  to  tin-  party  injured,  nod  for  which  the  owners,  officers  and 
crews  of  the  private  armed  vessel  or  vessels  by  which, such  unjust 
capture  shall  have  been  made, and  also  such  vessel  or  vessels  shall 
be  answerable  and  liable. 

“Sec.  8.  And.  btU  fmiher-ehacted.  That  all  British,  subjects  and 
others  who  sbuti  be  found  acting  on  boani  of  any  British  vessel 
which  shall  hi- captured,  t.v  on  board  of  any  vessel  of  the  Unitetl 
States,  Aviiieii  shall  be  re-ca.pturcd  as  albresaid.  simil  be  reported  to 
llic  collector  of  tl.c  ]jbrt  in  which  they  shall  first  arrive,  and  shall 
lie  delivered  to  the  custody  of  the  mars.. al  or  some  civil  or  mili- 
tary officer  of  the  United  States,  or  of  anv  state  in  or  near  such 
port,  who  shall  receive  and  take  into  custody  the  said  subjects  or 
persons  for  their  safe-keeping  and  support,  at  the  expence  ol'the 
United  States.”, 

“ Amend  the  title, 

“ A far  the  word  ‘act,’  strikeout  the  rest  of  the  title,  and  insert 
‘ authorising  reprisals  against  the  crown  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Itvitmd  and  the  subjects  thereof;”  and  the  re- 
port was  read.  Whereupon, 

I>Ir.  Gftillanl  was  rcqvlt-sud  to  take  the  chair,  and  the  bill 
amendments  were  considered  as  in  committee  of  the ‘whole; 
and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pope, 

To  amend  the  report,  by  inserting  after  the  word  “ thereof, ’ in 
the  tenth  Line  of  the  first  suction,  the  words  “ and  also  upon  the 
public  anti  private  ships  and  vessels,  goods  and  merchandise,  be- 
longing to  the  crown  of  France  or  to  the  subjects  thereof”’ 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  la,  nays  17. 

The  ytas  and  itaj  s having  lictri  required  by  one-fifth  of  the 
tom  prvseer  those  who  vot*  u in  the  affirmative  are, 

Messrs.  Bayard,  Condit.  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gilman,  Goodrich, 
Hore.,  Hi. ter,*  Lambert,  L.oyd,  Pope,  Heed,  Smith  (of  Mil.) 
W:  XthiUgUfi.. 

lh..se  wlio  voted  in  the  negative  are, 

!Me  s.'s,  Ai.tlcv  on,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  (of  Tern.)  Crawford, 
Cutis,  Frank  lot,  Ga  Hard,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib,  Hobinson.  Smith 
(of  N.  Y.)  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamutn. 

On  the  question  to  strike  out,  as  reported  bv  the  connuittee,  far 
f « Purjiosc  of  insert-;,  g thewmendmeut  i 
•,nc  J vits  wt  re  id,  gr.ti  foe  nays  i5, 


II,  Ik 


r,  LiaiibeVt,l.oii>,  Lioj a',  Reed,  Sn.itii  of 


; negative  am, 
a,  Trent,  Camp 
Giles,  Pop.-, 


' ll  of  Tern.  Crawford, 
.W'.ihsoitsjSiriith  of  kid. 


the  ovigi* 


Hm  se;.  , H 
V.  Wortliirigum. 

Those  v.  Ik,  vot  ed  ; 

M:  ssrs.  Ani’erson, 

Cutts,  rrani.’ii;,  Ga 
J nit.  ’i  r.-vior,  Tun-e: 

bo,  tlu’senafo  being  divided,  tl»e  question  was 
nfti  I'Ht  v-  as  rcsunn-d. 

Gu  motion, 

To  agree-  to  the  first  report  of  the?  select  conmu<tec,  and  strike 
out  of  tiie  original  bilk  fine  9,  the  words  “ and  cf  all  per.-. tins  inha- 
biting will. in  it-;  a rrii Tries  or  possessUous,” 

It  was  detent  hind  in  -die  affirmative;— yeas  21,  r.nysll, 

Ga  motion 

T'he  yeas  and  na>  s having  been  required  by  oit'-fdth  erf  the  sena- 
tors present,  those  who  votai  in  tin  afibn-stbe  are, 

‘ ' .......  , Giles.  Giiatan, 

vi,  le  ib,  Lloyd, 

Varmun,  \\  or* 


Messrs.  Anderson,  Bayard,  Condit,  Drui-s,  Germ 


GtakUith,  Gregg.  ITorsrv,  Howell,  Hunter.  La 
Pope,  Bt  ed,  Smith  of  Mil,  ylaud,  Smith  oS  N.  Yoi 
liiii.gton. 

T’imse  who  voted  it.  the  negative  arc, 

Messrs.  I'ihb,  Brent,  U unph  ii  off.  nn.  Crawrjrd,  Cults,  Franks 
lit:.  Gadlaisl, Kobinsojj,  Tait.  I;;  . ! r.  T ;irmr.  . f i 

On  motion,  :t  wnsagiv  -u  to  hiscrt  liio  w ord'  an-.Y  ir.  the  9th  firid, 
after  the  word  ‘ Bril;;:. 

Saturday,  Jme  •iS.—'Jl’hp  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Lloyd;  anil 

Ce.t’ie  qr.es:  ion  to  agree-  1 j, 

It  was  ih.tcrinir.ee:  in  tb-e.  negative— 'yeas  14,  nays  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Goodrich,  ?■ 

The  yeas  and  narshayirg  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  send* 
tors  present.  tiw>«e  W%b  s oted  ih  .the  ufiirtnattreorr, 

Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gilmai).  Goodrich,  Groggy 
Horsey,  yiunter.  latmhcrt,  Leib, Lloyd,  Heed,  Sluitlt  of  Aid. 

Those  who  vole-din  the  negative  sve, 

Messrs.  Audi  rsun,  Ifir-b,  Bre.ift,  Campbell  of  Temt.  Condit,  Cravr- 
fotd,  Cutts,  Franklin,  Gaiibrd,  Knweii.  Robinson,  Smith  of  N.YJ 
Tail,  1 ay  iot-,  T.itviitT,  Yr.ruu'm,  Worthington. 

Mr-  Gaiiiaftlwas  :rts|ne-sud  to  take  the  chair}  and 

On  morion  by  Mr.  A:  th.rsoti, 

The.  eomidtTiuion  of  the  bill  entitled  w An  art  •deehting  war  h& 
tween  Gre  at  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  and  the  UsJted  Sutra 
, rind  thf-ir  tt  rrilorics,”  was  resinned  as  in  committee  of  tiie  wnoica 
and  having-  agreed  to  sundry  amendments,  the  preside,  t resumed) 
the  chair  : and 

Air.  Gail  lard  reported  the  billwith  amendments,  w’.ich  were  con- 
sidered by  the  senate,  and  agreed  fo,  as  follows  : 

Third  line-after  the  word  * between,' ’ strike  out  to  the  end  of  the 
line  and  insert  “ the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
and  thedepeiMkmcies  ihertef.” 

Line  4— after  tiie  word-1  States,’  where  it  first  occurs,  ins  rt  a of 
America,' 

Line  tfo-after  the  word  ! Britain,’  strike  out  to  the  end  of  the< 
bill,  andinsrrt  “ yhe  said  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  a id  lrafj 
land  aiid  tiietnilpects  ihercof.” 

And  on  motion  by  Mr.  German, 

'J  o postpone  the  further-  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first 
Monday  in*  November  next— 

After  dtbftte, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Monda-j,  June  \S.~The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bdl,  entiti.-d  “ An  act  declaring  war  between  Great  Britain  and  he 
dependencies  and  the  United  States  and  their  territories,”  togethc 
with  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  German,  to  postpone  the  further  coi 
first  Monday  in  November  next ; an 


1C,  nays  22. 


side  rati  on  th.reofi  until  the 
on  trie  quest  ion  to  agree  to  the  motion  : 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— y 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Varmun, 

The  yeas  ami  nays  having  hcenreqt  iired  by  one-fifth  of  the 
tors  present,  those  who  voted  in  the  ailirmatjve  are,  ■ 

Alessrs.  Bayard,  Dane,  German,  Gilman,  Goddrieh,  Horsey,  Iluii-  - 
ter,  Latnlx  rt,  Lloyd,  lined. 

Those  who  voted  irt  the  negative  are, 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Term.  Condit,  Cra 
ford,  Cutts,  Franklin,  GajManl,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  JU-ih,  Po{>A 
Robinson,  Smith  of  Mri.  Saiitli  of  N.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Val|i 
Hum,  Worthington. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Leib, 

To  amend  the  bill  as  follows: 

“ After  the  word  1 that,’  in  the  third  line,  strike  out  lo  the  end 
die  bill,  and  insert — “ tiie  president  of  the  U.  States  shall  be,  and 
is  hereby  authorised  to  cause  reprisals  to  be  made  upon  the  pub  I 
lie  and  private  ships  and  vessels,  goods  and  merchandise,  belongiii  i 
to  the  crown  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irtl.-nu  i 
and  to  the  subjects  foeveof,  which  may  be  found  on  the  high  seas  J i 
elsewhere,  except  such  ships,  vessels  or  property  as  now  are  or  nr*- 
be  within  the  ports  and  harbors  or  under  ti;e  control  of  thelbul 
States, and  ail  ships,  vessels  or  property  within  tiie  jurisdiction 
any  power  wiili  whom  the  U.  States  are  not  engagt-d'in  War;  r 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  Jo  instruct  the  commanders  of  the  pi 
l ie  armed  vessels  which  are  or  which  shall  be  employed  in  the 
ofthe  U.  States, to  subdue,  seize  and  takeany  arm.  d or  other  Briti 
vessel  belonging  to  tiie  said  luatal  kipgdoin  of  G.  Britaiii  and  II 
land,  or  to  the  subjects  thereof,  which  shall  be  found  within  T 
jurisdictional  limits  of  the  U.  States  or  elsewhere  on  the  highs 
as  aforesaid ; and  such  captured  vessel,  with  her  apparel,  gnus 
appurtenances,  arid  the  goods  or  etfocts  which  shall  he  found 
board  the  same,  bring  British  property,  shall  lie  brought  wfi 
some  port  of  the  U.  States,  and  shall  be  duly  proceeded 


THE  W&EKXT  EEC 


ST  Eli S EC ii  L'i'  J OUII N A L. 


4 9 


1 


^ud>.  in;  it'd  a$  fuvfL*i:..tI,  and  sltal!  accrue  and  he  rii  .trihuted  as  »*v  8*-i*d.  Ah  ■'  1:  further  aia.  :<  \ That  fixiia  .-..  (l  aft  r *!»:• 

iv»  ■-  s-tiiUJ  be  provided  respecting  tne  cuputr.  » width  sLilTbe } els* y of  next,  the  .-resMei  * of  im»  iyt.ii.  tt  Su«t.*s  bo 

iuuAi  !>•»  Like  public  arm td  vessel*  ot  the  U.  Sinus.  _ _ j and  he  »•.  .a  *•.•:  y anthoaaisef,  to  cm, -I  n tli  • it* . • 1 .T.  of  the  Akin  J 

" . <■.  ■„(  ,jr  it  funner  cna  -ted,  That  the  president  of  the  | buttes  to  make  reprisal,  upon  th>;  pirnim  am!  iiniiiir  armed  i 

XL  f.i.i  ; s.':s:ll  h.  a;«d  lie  is  fteixby  :r.:t!:t  rised  to  gram  to  the  owe-i  g-.«,tU  ami  mi  j\ii  ir.u,si  'odour lug  t»  tin'  c:up  .rt»r  of  i'r.mct  a.:l. 
itr*  -..•}  i>:  ivrtfc  iivi)i*«>  ships  a»(I  v«-ss>  Is  of  the  U.  blah  s who  shr.Il ! king  of  J t.i! y,  or  !;i ■:  -uum-cts..  w <m  is  mat  bo  mum!  on  tT  ..s 

r.ii.iv.  .*..,.iita;iiuU  ih.i;  ihr,  coiafhisrior.s  i.»  the  form  which  lie  shtui  ■ ami  (-licivlieiv,  ami  to  it»uo  lelti  rs  of  mart-ue  ahd  rcpr.sftl  tar';.' 
dir  -c\  . *-d  uiJ'i.  r tin  v*s-i  ol‘  tbe  I'.  btuu  •>  j ami  such  private  arm-  ■!  j priv:r  -■  a. a ad  ships  or  vessels  of  tli**  timid  own  »,  a gainst  to.  as- 
>,  .•  is  '.via  tfdaly  cohe.i.iisioJit'd  as'nlbresaid,.sii£!il ! at  e tue  sa>»e  li-j  s-.-i  t >j -vn  if id  properly  offm* sail  e»:p.;i\  r j!  a- 
*ei!sa  {o.it  xuwtoriiy  ioi-  the  subtloiit:1,  s . iG-.i.g  and  Capturing  any  | of  im.y^  under  Urn  proi  'i.sior.snutd  limiiaim  is  . .at...  ...  ,i  tif, . .,.  ,. 
a .e  l or  o;bi  r IL.tisI:  vessel  fnlur-piijr  to  tie-  tmiu*;i  kingdom  o.  j to  tv-sm-ct  to  iiio  u;  itul kiagdo'iflof i >e»  at  l»r; ; :.•:»!  and  -v-  imai ; o' 
O.  itr:!  •>•■:  m <J  it.  b.ml  or  to  th?*  objects  thereof  ftttd  ft»B  toe  r.  ; <s:i  or  bei'or.v  t»e  s'tjil  day  of  ii;  • s.fal  r:r  of 

tare  of  die  vcssJi,  Jt'oels  atu!  diets  of  er  p.  ••;•!**  of  the  Unit.  •iiTnniv  : a:  ;i  !.inp;  of  luiiy  shall  not  g*jve  to  fhe  pr-.-shieMi  of  ii«t 
*:  ar.s  a-  ountie  si’tiittl  >\s»ei-»  of  the  Ui  b.iiUs  J:.ar  by  bw  | l into  ! States  >:<t ivaelon  nod' uatHf.t* Vocal  . .Vi>! of  ti)  • re}:a:.l 
L.«  . a ui  shall  be  i;i  ili  e r.tatnur  ntimyt  * •»  such  inswui  f.iats  a. .of  the  T»-  riiu  aiul  MiUn  tiettves,so  f.u#a»  t.e.  \ n t.»  tm-i.eoe.-ii 

s’-  11  (»r  'i  tty  tin-  t.iv-siiie:.;  of  the  e ait,  <1  btr.U s, i..i  co.ij’ariujty  j tomm.-m-.  of  t fr  United  Si. ties. 

v Ut  tl  • - ( mV  aii-i.ai  law  o.t  pa.isJtn  a if)  tate  in  at  1.  s mm  Utv.s  of  to,  j C»  '..ot'.o.i  by  Mr.  AutlersOii,  to  it  rile  out  1 1.  < h.ili  ..teiion  j A t -o. 
Vi'it-dSUtf-s  i inr  reptii.ifw..  o.'  their  cohluit:  Aail’the  voa.-'  projm  fM'.  atHWHlotei.l-. 

. jsi-a .j  wiii.h  shJi  a.-  t;r.inted  r.s  alhr  *:>!•!. shaljt' be  ivvt.k.i’i»k-  at  | It  w:;»  d t.  rtihK.d  in  die  m-tptf-v. — ye  s ; • . t»r.v s IS; 

the  .)|.-...,mv  to  ti..  pr.-si-iViit!  of  tije  L'.  lit.;!;  s.  j Oil  Mm  Ij,  Ai.titrsmi,  the  yt  as  arul  hKys  h i • ; \ e iTt(i  ireil 

“ I - -e  .in.  Sc  irj':.rihcr  v muted,  Tt-ai  ,-v cry  p>  rsoti iiUem’itu^ , by  oj.i-itfei's  of  Cac .senators present,  ltio.se  wo,>  uu  io..r  a.,e.se 

4u  s i Cub  -i  .a  f.a..lv.  as  ar.ntf.  VeSj.i,  apply i;ig  for  st'nre 

itoi:o‘. .a  #i::vbrt.S;t:d,  si't.’l  pnxlttee  i.!»  ttritjitj.'  the  .aime,  :n.i!  :tj  Mes-'.ri,  Aiul.-rsoa,  Ilibh,  Krrtit,  Campbell  of  T.-o.  t’i,r.,.\f..tii1. 
Bt.ii a Jt  ii>  r/tio..  of  ti.,  liini.rt£e  ajul  force  of  ii,.-  v.  - ;ei.  arni  l"-i  <’•;«.!.*,  Kraa-Miv.',  CrHilliarii.  v .Iks,  leo'..i,.so;i,.T!aA,.Ta,  lor,  Turner, 

ju. :..  • ur.d  . Ins-  o:  n sitfei  e-  ■ of  fa  •**  ovv.  .vr  cone,  foisi  tht-r.  t,iv:  Yjrmi'.i  — !4. 

the  ..uiulv-r  o'  t‘„<-  e-.y  w,  a.iti  tin-  naate  td’  ,be  tc-.'O'.iai..!. 'ratal  tUe!  Those  who  voted  in  tljHicftiUivi'  are, 

tw  .i;'a  errs  next  in  rr.i  1.  appoinkvi  H>f  s.  tv':  vesv  ! ; 'i  hk-b  wmit'K-  Ms.vsrs.B.-ysr:*,  Coiidit,  Uaaa,  Oernvt’.i,  CVl!ms*>,  < inclt.Gr-'-f'e, 

fcim.I  b,  otc;a  d by  tin  p.  rson  or  perso...-,  jmiMnir-sM-h  appiicatioii,  Ho<  s:-y.  How  I).  HiiiUer,  Lamii.  t ".,  Lei,  L. 11.^1,  Lsn.t:.  bf  Aid. 
■fciiii  1 with  tii . ;;  . ayolT:  fc.  or  shr.il  bo.i  i! v.-ii  eMo  r.0 v , L.aith  of  X.  Y.  Worthit'.^tht;— ;18, 

fc-.a.-,  o.fnur  or  pet  so.  i who  At.-.J  be  t .i.pitued  to  tj-.-iivvr  ontsitclt!  O.i  the  tft.esfioe  to  strike  out  tbe  otigioui  i.iil  uf.er  the  v, ofi 

fot.)  fe  ioi.s.  lob-  hv  a i iiMiu.  -iuo-u  "a  tm:  seoivuiry  u.  -vNiie.  ; * that,*  as  propcset!  be'  Mr.  Lei  It. 

"S.i.i,  ui'../  u j.ti.’.'rjr  :<V  T-’fit  brm.s  „„y  coui.idssian  . Ii  Vvas  iU  U rmiueti  in  liie  .leyuiiie — j eas  1 J,  iu>  » 1ST 
-esafar  «tjd  '-."Hi!  U*  is- ^neil.tiio ow«. ) >-.•  .nvii^rs  of  la  ■ diip  or  vi-s- i O.t  n.otioa  by  Mr.  L ib, 

«•  i ! a-  .hie/,  tiu.  s.i-.uf.  ,fa.i!  be;\'p"st  tbe  coiutnatit).  r t’r  .•;’*!  T;:e  yeas  aoti  nays  htivii.<iie«»ii  required  In  mu -fi'diof  tbesena* 

vf  lor  tb,'  t:  -I  i>  in  if.  stiiii  tfive  bond  io  tile  V-  -tat  «.  with  at  l-.-twf ; ton  pivsiat  tl.ou  *.v.ha  vot-d  in  the  alfirnati'.**- 
two  ;\t>p.u.iibic  Sui'eti- i not  i'.it;  restiti  >n  so  •.•it  v.  s>ei.  iu  Lie  pe.ti.l  Me-rsis.  Hnyn>*-l,C»..«iil,  i^iii.Gera.a-i,  Gil....i...'Toof..i-f./-Sr.~^, 
«u  o:  ti.ou-ate.i  dollars  , or  if  suen  vessel  be]  iL, is  v.  ilouvll,  l-fur.tei',  L.Vaibrrt,  L.i';,  Lej-yu,  ttacxi,  Voriiiing- 

Ik  i'ie-f  V.lfi  U.CJV  tliiUl  O HlhUiatVfi  ItMtl  tlUV  Itii  U.  tlifllta  the.  toll  — 15. 

jv. :if.t t •/.in  of  tiioiisaiiw  .io...i .th  ..’itjeif:,  ti.iit  J Th.i<j  vvf.o -vo.tvd in  t noj/alivu  are, 

toe  ov.  j;.  r»,  ai.d  ofl-Oi  rs  a;:t’  : v.s  win;  smut  be  mojany:*!  txi  Iwut- 1 j T-b-,.srs.  Atwieisoo.  rtiijii.  Lnviu,-  'Cit  .iiuieil  of  Ten  u.  Crawford, 

oisoC.’i  C'.ia'us'.oiied  ve-tsel,  snail  aint  w.’.i  eiiSeii.:  i'u  tr-siiieS  uilii ! Cr.u,;.  rr.i;,k!i:i,  GnSliard,  G:le«,  l’-;p  , KotMos-e’.  i»:i<ithi)t  wkW 
litwi-  tii  the  U.  S.oi.  >>  u.  f-  the  iiJsuruftions  v b't**i  s»tali  be  v'vett  ■ s :•■••■  t of  \'.  Tait.'i'miur.  Tt.rae..,  '.'.u  . .'. 

! ir{i;ff<..«;!!:ait;/:'  of  their  co.sdu'.-t ai.JS  shall  satisfy  all  <*s-  j Or,  r.olion  by  Mr.  LI  :y.!,. 

nr  i.tji'ri.  » \vi.ieb  shall  b-  forte  or  eomniitt-sl  trotunmy  io  the  i T«  nm-m!  the  ttriaimil  hut.  I tv  inserting  after  die  word/  thutf  :t» 

tenor  thereof,  by  sttt-b  ves»el  diirptfi:  i a*  i.-.o-eissiori,  and  to  noli- ; the  third  lii.r,  thu  w.or  !s  ifuar  and  a.Lr  tiio  day 

vi  r up  tlte  su'.tu:  v.Lat  lvvoLtd  ty  t ie  nresitioil  oi  tue  Uniub  ltu'  i-texi.’’ 


lure  witoiu  sudi 


So  tes. 

bve.  t.  And, Is  it  further  enneted,  'i  tutt  nil  public  and  private 
skips  und  vessels,  goo- is  and  Jutf/cbandise  b.  iongiug  t i th-*  crown 
of  tbe  kin^doii.  of  Great  Britain  anil  Ir<  iam\  or  the  sub- 

jects ii>ere:f  toi^tfaer  with  their  app.tr-  1,  gup,  and  appurtenances, 
ami. any  goo  a.  or  c-i’f  eu  which  sarii  n uiu.til  o.t  boa.xi  die  sunie, 
tx-iiig  iinosit  ptxnjt-ri  j .mu  wbicb  sbali  be  captuml  b"y  any  private 
a.-iued  Vets*.*!  r 'ess,  it  of  the  United  Jsiat-s,  ii::i>  emm!uis.fto,itdas 
rdf-res.  id.  shalilie  ibi’ii-itid  and  sLail  it urue  tp  the  owners  thereof, 
and  tbe  of:...  ;•>  and  cr  ns  bv  who  u soeit  cjuunns  shall  be  tna  k* ; 
and  on.  due  toiid.-un.atjoh  l.iul,  skull  be  distributed  according  t<> 
a.*y  uirrecatent  whicti  sfmli  bebeewamt  them,  or  in  f.Jluro  of 
agiv-OK-m.  tiicti  by  the  d.j^r.  llo.i  of  the  court 
Cbndetnt.atiori  s'etii  h-. 

bee.  5.  A hills  it  further  enacted,  That  all  vessels,  goods  and  ef- 
fects. the  ! rnnei  t , of  any  citizen  of  the  U..itt  d S:  .t.s,  or  pel',  ins. 
i't- sidi'iit  1 1 * r; - : - , v.  .hieb  siuJl  he  re-eaprur'-d  as  ufaivsaiily  sin.h  hi 
restored  to  tiie  l.iwfaf  owners  upon  pay by  in  -m  ivsjii-ariieij . i 
of  a just  anti  reasonable  salvage,  to  be  tlu<  r..ti:nd  by  the  tnattual 
carrtvtnem  of  t.be  parlies  conct  rned,  or  by  t!t  'ieereeofnny  cotu'i 
of  tbe  United  States  having  maritime  jiin.vdi.  fm  ;,  according  to  the 
nature  of  each  case:  1',  evldtef  That  .sitch  f -ec  shnii  not  la- 
less  tb.m  one<’:;j!it!i  or  exceeding  one-  lalftti  tin- t oil  value  of  Midi 
r -capture,  without  any  deditetloa.  fw pd  sack  snls age* s'Ktil  m-  di\- 
tribut  -d  to  and  among  the-  (>'vu.- r.s,  oaicr-i-s  inid  e-rev. s of  tltc  private 
armed  vessel  or  v«s».  i.ei.inlvd  ilteivLo.  artordiuf; to uny-agixao.ieut 
which  shall  be  between  them  ; or,  i*i  e,i»-in‘iiiu  a'-jivinUt-ai.  tVlt  by 
tit-.-  u -cree  of  tbe'  court  u bn  s!.al,  d te mfi  .e  ::;eui  sucit  saivag,-. 

S.*c.  7.  And 'm  it  further  ctw.  ted,  Tliai  b.-li«v  hiv.iki.tg  bulk  of 
any  vessel  w if.yb  snail  be  captured  as  al  ar  said,  or  other  disposal  or 
fciK.vt  rsion  thereof,  or  of  any  -trlieLs  whiclt  sbali  bt*  loeun!  o,i  hoard 
tm-  stni'  . such  capture  shall  be  brought  into  sa.ae  n .re  of  the 
United  otat  •»,  and  sba  I be  liit.  tl  d and  proceeded  against  hel?»r  • 
the  d.arict  co«.rt  u.’  tbo  same  district,  and  if  alt.  p a mve  course  of 
prow  eelyegs  surri  capture  si-idl  be  tiecrecd-as  fori*,  i Led  ill  the  district 
court,  or  ui  tin.-  ciici.nl  court  of  the  sr.-ne  distv.ct.  in  tin*  case  of  any 
tipponl  duly  allowv-  i,  tne  same  shali  !>.;  dsli-v.-r.  d to  the ml'ttws  am! , 
captors  cojicumtd  tiler,  in,  e r -.h  .11  be  piinJicly  sold  by  kite  titarsli.d  | 
(;f  tliei  s;uif  ,co.snt  as  siiai"  b.-  imaU.  di-cr.  id  a.ul  ortl  *r  “l  ’-v  the* 1 
toe l-i : And  ib«  same  court  »hh:h  shall  h-ivn  filial  jurisdiction  oi  l 


any  1 1 hel  or  cumpiaisvt  of  any  -aputre  as  afar*  said,  s'.udi  and 
decree*  r.-sutuf.o..  in.  \v!ic!  * o'*  in  par',  wh-.n  lie-  t-fniiue  a t(L  t\— 
atnuiit  shall  have  b-vn  nnilo.«hiin,.it  ju.l  caasoas  :\f»r«  sai  I ; audit’ 
Jiii.'d  ■ without  prolsablc  caevj,  t-r  otherwise  n ,r.  as.n.ul-iv.  rn  ay  or- 
der and  decree  iinm.it> \--.s  and  costs  to  the  ;.*arty  ptiur  4,  ami  ihr  wtneb 
tU«»  owners,  officers  and  cretvjs  of  the  private  armed  \ es.  1 or  v-ess  is 
by  which  su.-h  unjust  cnpU.tv  shall  haw-  !'•  en  niuae,  and  t.iso  suds 
i es.se  1 or  vessels,  shall  b.*  ausw  -rabi  • md  liabi  -. 

Seei'S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ail  H-.  Irish  subjtsds  anil 
other  v wbo  s!i:dlbe  found  ac*titsg  p«  board  any  British  vessel  which 
shall  lx.*  captumt  or  on  board  of  any  vessel  of  the  U ijtwl  clctt-  s 
which  shall  be  recaptured  a-'  sfovesm  I,  s!i>!i  lie  reported  to  theeul- 
lecror  of  the  jiyrt  in  which  t'aey  shall  first  arrive  am’y.ail  lu-d.-l'.- 
vetvd  to  the-  cast.x.ly  of  the  ouu’shal,  or  same  civil  or  .uil-.tary  oMlc.  r 
of  tli-  Uiijt-rd  States,  or  any  state  in  or  near 
leeei ve  and  take  iuto  custody  tin-said  sul<j-*cts-ov  persons. for  their 
sjtib  iietnatjg  miJ  su^uirirut  thu  expenroof  the  U-dted  hutes* 


It  was  d 'tf.M'ine  ! iu'-tho  negative— yettsdd,  nays- 19* 

0>i  oietioit  by  Mf.  Cioodrieii, 

Ti  e yeas  and  nays  having  he-u  r.-cyiir-'d  by  one  fifth  of  the 
sei  ttiors  piv  sutit.'Tlukse  vi  1 io  luted  in  tbe  aifir.-Kitive  am, 

M-  ssrs.  liayai'.!.  Da. .a.  Gtr  ..::;:, ‘k-ii.iri",  t-i-vr-irici..  <a;*e<rg,  Her- 
sey.  liiiuit  t*.  Laoiiit-ri.  l.-iii,  Lloyd,  ihnug  o.nitl.  oi’  lU-i 3. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  srgutiv-  :n-r, 

Messrs.  At.iler.son,  ilihi:.  iji\  ..t.  Cam,.bcii  ofTiam..  Coil  J;!,  Ci’.tw* 
ford.  Chr.ts,  l-kvmbiiu. -Giuh  -i'd,  tub's,  ho-.v-ii.  it Mo.iii.sn.i, 
Smith  of  N.  York,  Tuit,  Taylor,  Tiun.jr,  Vfortn.ing- 

tdl.— 1". 

Ou  tlx'  qiitstio;),.  “ LkalL-tlie  blif  pass  to  a third  reading  as 

am  ended  :!v 

It  was  .ie.ter.tdned  in  t!ve  a51?n:ativ'.— yeas  1%  nay s 13. 

G : motion, 

’1  fie  yvas  and  nays  laving  bee'!  required  by  one-liftli  of  the 
Si  ’rssovs  pr"s*  iH,tiiov*  who  voted  jo  the  afdr  n::  hvf  ur  , 

M ssrs.  At.urrstiti,  Hihi).  Lr.:iit,  Ca  -:;<nr*t.  iii"ii..iin.  (Jmidit,  Craw- 
fiird.Cutts.  elttnidin. GaiM.ud, Gii  syfkr  L:  i“.  ’Yrhiso  :,  S uitli.. 
of  ’tid.  a.. nth  of  N.  York,  T.m.  Ta\  i-w,  ihitucr,  Vm-.iitm— Ip. 

Those  w hu-v-oU>.d  iu  tiuiiMaRtti tfMR* 

M'ssrs.  liayavo,  i>ai::g  Get-  nan.  ‘Gilman.  G.imlrirh,  Horst-yy 
t-Iuwcii.  Muntcv,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  KSpe,  ileoti,  WorUvln^t  in — 13. 

O't  hnotioi). 

That  t m senate  ad-minn, 

It  v.  as  det»:ro:i»>»*d  i:t  t»»e  afiirmaiivc — yeas  13.  nays  14. 

O"  moiion  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

T.wy»*as  arid  nays  h-iviog  }»•;««!  by  o-i  -diVh  o."  tbe  sena- 

tors pi*  -sent,  thorn  v.  ho  w.ted  in  tile  :diir-'i»afi.ve  ::r-e, 

M -ssrs.  Hsy  ird,  Contht,  Oa-.ei.  vi.-r.n  f,  Gil  '..Gilma;;,  Cloodrielt, 
G:vg;r.  M-.ri.  y-  Hunt-  r.  Lamb  rt,  Leib,  L)o}d,Popv,  Kcvu,gumta 
of  M,l.  Smith \»f  N.  York.  Yvhn*tiii.:gt,w,— li. 

Toomi  win!  voted  in  tie* r.eg-.uix*  :u*-v 

Messrs.  A id'-rson.  lfibii,  lliv.it.  Cumpb.-lf  o:‘  Ter::.  Cruvi/brl, 
Cuws  crriii.viiii.  GGiLu'd,  llowui,  Ro./tnsoii,  'ih.it.  Toy  lor,  Tur- 
ner. VaTintm — -t4. 

Th-s  ante  adiourned  to  W o'clock  to-norro  .v  m.ir..i.igv 
Ten  v /y,  June,  io.— fite  ameml  ntiiti  to  the- hill  IV  : s l bouse 
• >f  j-- •r  -s  nt.ui.a-s.  entitled  •*  An  act  'Ivcla -i  ig  w .r  between 
Gyi-af  it  •••mi  it  and  Iter  dep 'iid-ncivs,  not!  the  Unit,  at  Vtatcs  and 
ik-it-  t**i*iiim  ies,”  were  reported  by  tite  coutmituv,  citrseojiiy 
grossed : and 

On  m.kioivby  Mr.  B iyanl. 

To  postpone*  tite.  further  con  ;:d  'ration  of  th  ' h-H  to  tV  thirtv- 
fir.t  dsv  «*r  Oti.jh.-r  neat,  it  was  det-rm'nied  in  the  negative — yu»s 
l ; . a > s it  J • 

O Urn  or:  or.  by-  Mr.  Bay  vl, 

T'lie  yeas,  mi’d  nays  having  Ti-'.jn  r-qn*  ♦•.*;!  by  oue-hflit  of  the 
senators  j.r'sot't,  th-is  - wlntvot  •«  in  the-ainr. a:.-, 

Messrs,  iUivitrd.,  liana,  G :•  n.t;t.  'libnau,  Goo  irtc-n,  Hors-y,Huiv- 
Urr.Lst  :.b  rt,  L;  >yd,  ih.p. . lbvd— U. 

'iht.iic  wain  v.,t  :d  it*,  t!:  '!’.-j:u:ve  ar<*;  . 

M.  s>  ".A.i'l  -rsnu,H.i'o.L.e..l,  Ca.upoei.  C »*  ht.Oraw  f ■•f 

:ai'.yo:iic.rjc  ^ Kr.inklki,  .GuiUayd,  '.fr  gg.  Tr  " 1 ‘ • 

; y. tilt  snail  j , ..  M l ;•  v. 


Smith  of  Md.  Smi 
YYarfUkiettw— ,31.. 


L.  1. 


Dow  • d.  L.  ib.  ludii 

Ta;.  Lr,  Tarueiij 
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On  motion  1>y  Mr.  Bayard, 

To-post  pone  the  farther  consideration  of  the  bill  to  tlie  third  day 
Of  Jllly  ROJO#- 

It  was  determined  in  the  ncgative-r-yeas  9,  nays  23. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

The  ytasand  nays  having-  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  sena- 
tors nresent, those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 

■-! -ssrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Gilman, Goodrich,  Horsey, Hun- 
ter, Lambert,  Lloyd— -9. 

Those  who  voted  the  Mgimve  are, 

Messrs.  Anderso;;,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Tenn.  Condit,  Craw- 
ford, Co  its,  Franklin,  Ga.ilanl,  Giles,  Gregg,  Howell,  Leib.Potw, 
Robinson.  Smith  of  Md.  Smith  of  Is*.  Y.  Tail,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Van; ton,  Worthington-- 23. 
t)n  motion  by  Mr,  Bayard, 

To  jKJstpoue  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  Monday  next. 
It  was. determined  in  the  negative— yeas  15,  nays  17. 
py  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

■ by  yeas  and  nays  liavj ;ig  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  sena- 
tors present,  those  who  voted  in  the  affinnsttive  are, 

MtssVs.  R a yard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg, 
Horsey,  Howell,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd,  Reed,  Smith  of 
Maryland— 35. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are, 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent,  Campbell  of  Tenn.  Condit.  Craw- 
ford. Cults,  Franklin,  Gailiard,  Pope,  Robinson,  Smith  of  N.  York, 
Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Worthington— 17. 

Oil  motion, 

That  the  senate  adjourn  ; 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  18,  nays  14. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Turner, 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  sena- 
tors present,  th6.se  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 

Messrs.Bsiyard,  Condit.  Dana,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich, Gregg, 
Horsey,  Hovel!.  Hunter,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lieyd,  Pope,  Reed,  Smith 
of'Md.  Smith- of  X.  Y.— 18. 

Those  who  vot'd  i.‘>  the  negative  are, 

Messrs.  Anderson.  Bibb,  Brent.  Campbell  of  Tenn.  Crawford, 
Cutts,  Franklin,  Gailiani,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Var- 
jumi,  WorUnogt.cn— 14. 

So  the  senate  adjourned  to  11  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 
-Wednesdmj^vnc  17.— The  third  reading  of  the  bill  from  the  bouse 
of  representatives,  entitled  “ An  act  declaring  war  between.  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependencies  and  the  United  States  and  their  ter- 
ritories,” was  resumed  ; whereupon, 

The  following  motion  was  submitted  bv  Mty  Giles: 

“'Resolved,  That  the  bili  entitled  * An  act  declaring  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies  and  the  United  States  and 
their  territorks,’  be  re-committed,  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
committed  toe  message  of  the  jnvsidt  iu  of  the  United  States  of  the 
1st  instant,  with  instructions  to  modify  ar.d  ampndtim  fiill  in  such, 
luatuter^ts  to  authorise  the  president  of  the  United  States,  to  in- 
struct the  couj/j umders  of  ail  ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  to  re-capture  any  vessel  thereof  bound  to  any  port  or  place 
prohibited  to  such  vessel  by  thn  British  orders  in  council  dated  the 
day  of  , which  may  have  been  previously 

capujyedbv  any  British  armed  vessel.;  and  also  to  capture  any  Bri- 
tish armed  vessel  width  shall  resist  such  re-capture,  or  be  found 
hovering  on  tin:  coasts  of  the  United  Stat-s.  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
ti erupting  tie.  ir  lawful  commc  rc",  and  to  bring  the  same  into  any 
port  of  the  United  States  for  adjudication  and  condemnation. 

“And  further  to  instruct  tbJcpin  landers  of  all  ships  of  war  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  tort-capture  any  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  navigating  the'oe  vm  conformably  to  the  laws  of  nat  ons. 
which  may  bav.  been  previously  captured  by  any  French  armed 
vessel,  and-  also  to  capture  any  such  French  armed  capturing  ves- 
sel, .rfntl  in  hue  manner  to  bring  in  the  same  for  adjudication  and 
condemnation. 

“ And  to  authorise  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  let- 
ters of  nm-qnn  ana  general  repris'd  upon  tin*  public  and  private 
ships  and  v.-ss  Is-,  goods  m d merchandise  belonging  to  the  crown  of 
tin  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  subjects 
thereof,  rmd  also,  upon  the  public  and  private  ships  and  vessels, 
goods  and  m:  c-bammse,  'belonging  to  the  crown  of  France  or  to  the 
subjects  thereof.”  And 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  motion, 

It  was  fF  t-  r.ni rmd  i«  the  negativte-yeas  14,  nays  IS. 

O motion  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

The  yeas  and  nr.vs  having  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  sena- 
tors present,  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are. 

Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German.  Gib  s,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Gregg, 
Horsey, -Hunter,  Lambeu,  Lloyd.  Pope,  Reed,  Worthington— 14. 
Tho$?  who  voted  in  the  negative  are, 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Bi.it>.  Brent.  Campbell  of  Tenn.  Condit,  C-raw- 
, ford;  Chris,  Franklin.  Ga.ilard,  Howell;  Leib,  Robinson,  Smith  of' 
Mil.  Smith  of'X.  Y.  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum— 18. 

jOu  motion  by  Mr.  Horsey, 

That  'the  senate  adjourn, 

It  was  determined  in  th  - negative— yeas  14,  nays  18. 

-On  motion, 

The  yeas  m-,d  nays  having  been  required  by  one-fifth  oft.be  sena- 
tors present,  (bos  ' who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 

’ Messrs.  Bayard,  Dana,  German,  Giles,  Gilman  Goodrich,  Horsey, 
Kunt.r,  Lambert,  Leib,  Lloyd.  Pope,  Reed,  Smith, of  Ivid.~14. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  afe 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bront,  Campbell  of  Ten.  Condit.  Craw- 
ford. Cutis,  Franklin,  Gailliavd,  Grc.gtr,  Howell,  Robinson,'  Smith 
of  N ".v-York,  Fait,  'fay lor,  Turner,  Varmint,  Worthington— 18. 
On  the  question,  “shsffi  this  bili  pass  as  amended  ?” 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative— jwus  19, nays  13. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson, 

, The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by  one-fifth  of  the  sena- 
q*s  present, 


Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are, 

YK AS— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brent.  Campbell  of  Ten.  Cm- 
dit,  CfawforJ,  Cutis,  Franklin,  Gaillaird.  Gih  s.  Gregg-,  I.eib,  Ro-  1 
hi sou.  Smith  of  Md.  Smith  of  New- York,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turney'  ! 
VaviMJtn— 19. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  ai*e, 

KAYS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Dans,  German,  Gilman,  Goodrich,  Hor-  ! 
sey.  Howeil,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Lloyd,  Pope,  Reed  and  Worvliing-  j 
toil— 13. 

So  it  was, 

Reserved,  That  the  bill  do  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion, 

The  title  was  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

“ A;i  act  declaring  war  between  the  united  kingdom  oPG’-eat  BrW 
tai n an4  Ireland  and  the  dc persdencies  thereof;  and  the  United  States  j 
of  America  and  their  territories.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  two  mem- 
bers. to  carry  the  said  hill  to  the  house  of  representatives,  and  ask 
their  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Varnum  be  the  committee,  f 

Thursday,  June  13,— A message  from  the  house  of  represents-  ives,  . 
by  Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Findley,  two  of  their  members  ; Mr.  Mucom 
chairman. 

Mr.  President— The  house  of  representatives' concur  in  the  J 
amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  entitled  “ An  act  declaring  war  1 
between  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  • 
dependencies  thereof,  and  the  United  States  of  America  and  their 
territories.” 

And  they  withdrew. 

Mr.  Varnum, from  the1  committee,  reported  that  they  had  examin-  :l 
ed  and  found  duly  enrolled  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

A message  from  the  house  of  representatives,  by  Mr.  Crawford  j 
and  Mr.  Turner,' the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  house  of  vepre-  i 
sentativesfor  enrolled  bills  ; Miv  Crawford,  chairman. 

Mr.  President— The  sjieaker  of  the  bouse  of  representatives  having  J 
signed  an  implied  bill,  we  are  directed  to  bring  it  to  the  senate &v  1 
the  signature  of  tiieir  president. 

And  they  withdrew.  .4 

The  prt  sident  signed  the  enrolled  bill  last  reported  to  have  been  | 
examined,  and  it  was  delivered  to  the  committee,  to  be  laid  before  j 
president  of  the  United  States, 

Mr»  Varnum,  from  the  committee,  reported  tbaUliev  this  day  laid  j 
before  the  president  of  the  United  States  the  enrolled" bill  last  znemfl 
tinned,  and  that  the  president  of  the  United  States  infin-med  the  v; 
the  committee  that  he  had  this  day  approved  and  signed  the  same*  j 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Varnuan 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  in  relation  to  the  con-J 
fidential  message  of  the  piv.*ideut  of  the  United  States  of  the  1st,  , 
hist,  and  also  inr Action  to  the  private  and  confidential  proceed-,;? 
ings  of  tiie  senate  since  that  date,  be  removed. 


Mr.  Randolph, 

IN  REPLY  TO  MR . CLAY. 

(see  weekly^ REGISTER,  VOL.  2.  PAGE  266.) 

In  the  National  Intelligencer  of  the  18ih  of  June,  ; 
there  appeared  a production  signed  “ H.  Clay,’*! 
which  purports  to  supply  “ the  omission  of  materia 
a!  circumstances,  in  relation  to  a late  transaction  m| 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  “set  fully  f 
and  accurately”  before  the.  public  that  matter , which 
'he  writer  more  than  insinuates  to  have  been  wartiM 
a'iyand  incorrectly  represented,  in  the  fragment  of 
a speech  dedicated  to  rnv  constituents.  When  this 
publication  first  appeared  l was  content  to  let.  itj 
p iss  without  notice.  The  facts  (as  I believed)  were.| 
too  notorious  to  be  distorted.  The  very  circutn-1 
stance  that  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  represen tak! 
tives  should  feel  himself  reduced  to  a defence  of  his  | 
decisions  in  the  public  prints  seemed  to  me,  of  ituclf  j 
‘•nongh  to  satisfy  all  reflecting  men,  that  there  mustj 
he  something  w.rong  at  bottom  : and  my  ambition! 
did  not  aspire  to  the.  honor  of  a news-paper  contest! 
with  any  man,  however  high  his  dignity  in  the  s fate  J 
S was  therefore  content  to  let  the  matter  rest  where 
it  stood.  But  my  friends  have  urged  me  not  to  per* 
mit  this  publication — although  it  derives  its  sole 
claim  to  consideration  from  its  official  character — 
to  pass  unnoticed,  lestthe  public  mind,  so  habitua-i 
ted  to  authority,  should  be  misled  bv  it. 

In  deference  to -their  judgment,  I enter  on  this' 
ta*k.  with  a reluctance,  the  evidence  of  which  w ill 
be  found  in  the  cold  and  sluggish  manner  in  which 
it  is  executed. 
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Of  U1  m?n  it  especially  behoves  him.  who  br  ug; 
a charge  against  his  neighbor,  to  avoid  the  ertoi 
which  he  reprehends.  There  is  something  repug 
nant  to  our  natural  sense  of  ju -vice  t.o  behold  any 
man,  however  high  his  station — o»  great  his  claims 
to  u noivlodge-i-reproving  to  another  that  tailing  of 
which  he  himself,  in  his  own  person,  affords  a 
striking  example.  W‘c  wo,u!d  not  endure,  wen 
from  S lomon  himself — .a  king,  and  the  wisest  of 
mankind — a reproof  to  the  meanest  of  his  subjt-c's, 
because  fie  could  not  confine  himself  to  a single wife. 
Tins  reougnance  will  be  heightened  when  the  exam- 
ple is  exhibited  in  the  very  act  of  rebuke  ; and  we 
reach  die  Ia»t  stage  of  disgust,  when  we  consider 
the  accused  is  innocent  of  the  charge  laid  at  hi 
door  — the  accuser  alon » u'ltv. 

Bat  I wi i!  close  my  “ prefatory  remarks’*  and 
proceed  to  specify  some  of  (.lie  instances  of  amission 
of  material  ci  cumstances,  or  of  unfairness  of  state 
men:  on  the  pa”t  of  Mr.  Clay 

1:  was  not  “ in  the  commencement  of  his  obse:  ra- 
tions that  Mr.  R.  was  ca'led  to  order  by  M . 
Wright.’* — Mr.  Randolph  had  iieen  speaking  some 
time — had  read  several  extracts  from  the  correspon- 
dence of  our  government  with, its  agents  at  Pa: is 
and  ha  (.'advanced  considerably  in  'the  ca  c of  the 
New  Orleans  Packet,  when  he  was  first  interrupt 
ed  by  Mr.  Wright.  The  speaker’s  decisions  that 
Mr.  R.  had  a -ightto  proceed, inasmuch  as  he  had, 
declared  his  intention  to  submit  a morion — and  his 
permitting  that  gentleman  to  proceed,  according  t,. 
his  own  statement,  “for  at  least  one  hour,”  a,  e 
facts  conclusive  of  the  point  of  order. 

It  does  not  become  me  to  question  the  ignorance, 
pleaded  by  the  speaker,  of  “ the  case  on  which  be- 
friend Dr.  Bibb  decided , whilst  acting  as  his  substi- 
tute in  the  chair.”  Although  -lie  circumstance  is 
certainly  an  extraordinary  one,  I shall  not  iusinu 
ate  a doubt  that  the  speaker  was  so  disengaged,  or 
engaged,  whilst  out  oi  the  chair,  that  he  did  not 
observe  an  occurence,  which  attracted  the  general 
attention  of  the  house  and  of  the  spectators.  This 
transaction  took  place  on  the  29th  of  May.  M.. 
Ciay’s  publication  bears  date  J7th  of  June.  I can 
not  sufficiently  admire  his  want  of  that  dangerous 
quality,  'curiosity , manifested  by  his  refraining  for 
three  weeks  from  making  himself  acquainted  with 
the  decision  of  Dr.  B:bh,  who  lodges  next  door  to 
him,  and  under  the  *ame  roof. 

“ I will  not  sav  what  was  the  case  upon  which 
that  gentleman  [Dr.  BbbJ  whilst  he  was  so  kind  us 
to  represent  me,  was  called  upon  to  decide”  —Mr. 
Clay’s  letter,  first  column.  Again — “ it  results 
that  between  the  decision  of  Mr.  Bibb  and  mine, 
certainly  between  my  own  there  existed  no  discre 
pancy.”  What!  No  “discrepancy**  proved  to  ex 
ist  between  an  unknown  and  known  decision  ? The 
train  of  reasoning  which  leads  to  remits  like  (his  is 
a new  and  invaluable  discovery  in  logic.  It  far  sur- 
passes theold  method  of  reasoning  from  the  known 
to  the.unknown,  and  is  even  an  improvement  upon 
the  modern,  practice  of  reasoning  from  (hings  un- 
known to  things  more  unknown,  ig. not  urn  per  ig 
nodus. 

Mr.  Bibb’s  decision  on  the  repetition  of  the  call 
to  order  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  was  substantially  the 
same  with  that  of  the  speaker,  on  the  interruption 
by  Mr.  Wright.  And  as  Mr.  Clay  may. not  have  “par 
ticularly  directed  his  attention  toth  s „o'n-  also.” — 
I beglcaveto  inform  him  that  the  “ discrepancy”  be 
tween  himself  and  Dr.  Bibb  may  be  found  in  the 
recorded  vote  of  the  latter  gentleman,  on  the  jour- 
nals of  the  house,  affirming  the  speaker  to  have  dc 
cided  contrary  to  order.  But  what  reasonable  man 


will  for  a 
er,  for  fgi 


nonient,  aftach  any  blame  to  (he  ?peak- 
o?  'nee  of  the  **  disc/eya-cy''  winch  exist- 
ed between  D..  Bibb’s  and  hi;  own  deri.-iou,  v.o-tQ 
he  appeal  unconscious  of  his  “ discrepancy ” uith 
j >imseJi’.  Tii.il  he  should  forget  his  rep*  aed  deci- 
jsiuriH  on  fofSher  occasions,  is  not  so  much  to  be 
wondered  at,  as  that  he  should  appear  insensible  to 
the  manifest  fact,  that  twice  within  the  space  of  an 
hour  he  -iioulu  have  reversed  h:-  own  opinions.  Yet 
such  unoue-  * inuahlv  was  the  case. 

On  flu*  subject  of  thoseTormer  decisions  1 will  re- 
fer members  of  the  house  to  the  debste  in  conclave 
j on  the  embargo  bill,-  when  at  a very  late  hour,  Mr. 
Stanford  and  Mr.  Randolph  were  both  sustained 
bv  (be  chair  in  the  same  right  against  the  impa- 
tience of  the  house  • arid  1 would  call  the  general 
recollection  to  the  c cof  Mr.  R’.-  motion  tr-  amend 
Mr.  Mason’s  proposition  to  afford  relief  to  the  neo- 
ole  of  Caraccas.  ' In  this  case  the  speaker  himself 
interrupted.  Mr.  Randolph,  but  as  soon  as  he  un- 
deislood  lie  was  about  to  make  a motion,  wi.hdrew 
his  objection — and  sprained  Mr.  Randolph’s  right 
to  the  fi.-or  against  repeated  calls  to  older  from  Hif- 
feienljcjuarteys  of  the  house.  After  delivering  his 
sentiments  on  the  motion  which  he  comemplate./to 
make.  Mr.  R.  concluded  by  submitting  il  to  the 
house. 

It  behoves  me  to  admit  that  when  I presented 
my  motion  “ under  the  compulsion  of  the  house” 
--the  Speaker  « .id  reply  “that  it  depended  upon 
mv  own  pleasur  e to  withhold,  or  offer  n which 
reply  is  not  stated,  it  e ms,  in  the  “fragment;’* 
and  appear-  to  constitute  one  of  the  omi:-.“i<ui*,  on 
my  part  of  which  Mr.  Clay  complains.  Reader!  1 
was  not  uncon:  cions  of  the  omistion  at  the  time, 
but  I had  no  disposition  <o  inform  the  world,  that 
mockery  was  added  to  the  injustice  with  which  1 
had  been- treated  ; mrcan  l comprehend  the  inte- 
rest which  Mr.  Clay  can  feel  in  making  the  fact 
public. 

There  was  no  compulsion,  maik  vou  : «*  It  de- 
pended entirely  upon  my  own  pleasure  to  oiler  the 
mot  ion  or’  to  withhold  it”  and  take  my  seat  in  siicncc. 
4n  like  manner,  there  was  no  compulsion  used  up- 
on tho^e  unhappy  people  of  old.  who  obstinately 
and  perversely  imagined  themselves  (o  be  exiled 
from  Rome.  They  were  only  interdicted  the  u*e  of 
/ire  and  of  venter  so  long  a;  they  should  remain  there. 

! No  compulsion,  at  ail,  in  the  case  ! “it  depended 
I entirely  upon  their  own  pleasure,  whether  they 
I would  go  or  stay*’ — and  yet  the-.e  wayward  objects 
j o'  the  lender  regard  of  the  majority  for  their  rights, 

I fancied  them,  elves  under  compulsion,  and  vented 
their  party  spleen,  by  leaving  their  homes  in  ais- 
gu-’t. 

When  the  decision  was  given  in  favor  of  Mr, 
Calhoun’s  appeal  to  the  chair,  and  the  motion  was 
submitted  in  wilting,  Mr.  Randolph  a-ked  i;  he 
rwas  at  liberty  to  proceed.  The  speaker  d-eided 


chat  he  was.  Mr.  ft.  did  accordingly  proceed  for 
about  a minute,  when  he  was  again  called  to  order; 
(and  the  speaker,  declaring  that  he  had  given  a 
'hasty  opinion,  reversed  his  decision.  From  this 
j an' appeal  was  taken  hr  Mr.  It.  but  was  withdrawn 
out  of  respect  to  his  fiierid  Mr.  Macon — who  said, 
[that  “ he  had  no  doubt  the  decision  to  reduce  the 
[motion  to  writing  and  submit  if  (Against  which  he 
had  voted)  was  wrong,  but  the  house  having  esta- 
blished”— Here  Mr.  R-  interrupted  him,  and  said, 
that  out  of  respect  to  his  friend  he  would  w 
his  appeal.  This  he  did  under  a 
Mr.  Macon  would  support,  by  It 
quent  decision  of  the  chair 
much  the  withdrawal  •! 
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wards  discovered  that  he  had  misapprehended  the 
vide  which  that  gentleman  was  about  to  have  giver,.  J 

it  wiil  not  escape  attention,  that  the  facts  stated  1 
in  the  “ fragment”  of  Mr.  Randolph's  speech  are' 
feiv  and  scarcely  accompanied  by  comment.  Let 
me  recapitulate  them  : 

1.  The  call  to  order  by  Mr.  YVT right ; whereupon  ‘ 
the  speaker  decided' that  Mr.  R.  was  at  liberty  to  J 
proceed,  and  accordingly  he  dia  proceed,  “ at  lcasi 
an  noiil'/’  by  Mr.  Clay’s  own  statement. 

2.  Tne  repetition  of  the  call  to  o.  tier,  by  Mr  Cal 
houn,  wneht  Mr.  Lt.  was  again  supported  in  his 
i ignt  to  the floor,  by  Re.  Bibb. 

3.  Mr.  Ca|honu’.-  second  call  to  order  ; « where 
upon  the  speaker  reversed  his  own  and  Dr.  Bibb’s 
decisions.” 

4.  The  speaker’s  declaration  that  it  was  not  ne- 
t ess ary  to  take  the  vote  “to  consider,”  and  that 
Mi'.  R.  was  at  liberty  to  continue  his  argument, 
and  his  retraction  and  reversal  of  that  opinion. 

Let  any  man  read  Mr.  Clay’s  letter  to  the  editor 
of  the  National  Intelligencer,  and  then,  pronounce 
how  far  lhe»e  facts  at  e denied  or  disproved  ? 

1 shall  not  defend  the  speech  against  the  charge 
of  irrelevancy  of  the  argument;,  to  the  motion, 
brought  against  it  by  Mr.  Clay.  It  shall  defend  it 
self.  Neither  'shall  1 stoop  to  repel  the  insinuation 
conveyed  in  the  following  passage  of  the  letter— - 
*■*  even  after  it  [the  mol  ion  j was  reduced  t'p  writing,  j 
it  was  believed  not  to  be  the  one  originally  content  t 
■plated  by  the;  mover.*’  Such  insinuations  it  is  in 
the  power  of  any  man  to  make.  A witty  writer, 
one  of  the  most  shrewd  observers  upon  human  life 
and  character- — has  said,  that  “ a certain  class  o: 
politicians  should  always  speak  impersonally,  to 
avoid  compromiiment.”  Thus,  one  of  this  race 
ought  never  to  f>ay  “T  hear,  or  I am  told,  so  am; 
so,  because  the  question  .immediately  occurs,  tv  ha 
told  [fan  ? and  he  may  be  called  upon  lor  his  autho- 
rity— -But  put  it  iiti personally,  it  is  said,  it  is  report- 
ed, it  is  believed,  and  he  is  quite  safe  from  any  such 
disagreeable  conreqricnces. 

The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Clay  speaks  of  my 
being  acquainted  with  the  projected  measure,  inas 
much  as  i&rn  a member  oftne  committee  cf  foreign 
relations,  is  calculated  to  make  an  impression  upon 
persons  unacquainted  with  the  state-  of  affairs  at 
Washington.  Most  certainly  “ on  the  30th  May,  il  i 
ww  not  expected,”  by  me  at  least,  or  any  body  else! 
with  whom  i conversed,  that  any  such  measure  as  1 
**  a declaration  of  war”  would  “ emanate  from  that  j 
committee.”  On  the  conti  ary,  “ it  was  expected”  j 


ing  of  merchant  vessel  , ana  the  ether  to  pfovHe 
for  the  likcnce  of  the  coa;  t?* 

But  vvhat  *1  bust,  is  the  Ttus  question  in  width 
Li.e  public  a-e  interested  ? It  j;.  whether  ait>.T  hav- 
ing been  quibbled  into  a war,  ,i,v  ,iistwici.L<«»  be- 
tween conditions  “ precedent  and  coiidiuK.n- .m '■  €- 
outfit;”  between  “ decrees  aheeUHg  our  neutral 
i i gilts  and  deci  ees  affecting  on r right'*  muntei}  olio 
we  shall  now,  under  the  ma*k  o?  form,  be  uepuved 
of  the  substance  of  freedom  of  tipecth  in  the  popular 
branch  of  the  -legislature — whether  we  are  content 
to  be  cast,  and  lose  forever  this  invaluable  pi-vi- 
iegiq  for  some  alleged  want  of  nicety  in  special 
pleading?  , _ ' , . ■ . 

'the  right  of  illustrating  and  enforcing  his  mot. on, 
violated  for.  the  first  time  in  the,  case  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, was  the  last  relic  of  freedom  of  debate,  which 
new  rules  and  forced  con-Tuu  lions  had  Icit  un- 
touched. The  present  pi-c’.  ice  ol  the  iu.uio  of  i e- 
pi  esen  la  lives  is  an  anomaly  in  Icgh-daliVt*.  pi nceed- 
ings.  It  is  new  in  this  country,  and  tin-re.  is  »i<>- 
tihng  similar  to  it  in  England,  or  in  any  of  oursuue 
governments,  as  far  as  { am  acquainted.  The  i»e 
made  of  this.  ‘‘  rule  to  col  der,  which  wr.  pr  actice 
in  the  house  of  representatives”  { vrnich. rate  hoes 
not  cxitt  in  the.  rules  and  orders  of  the  house']  and 
the  abuse  of  “ ihcf  previous  question”  are  utterly 
subversive, of  the  rights  of  the  minority,  lor  the  pre- 
servation o!  winch,  ru»ss  arc  .chi.chy  nisio  uLet,.  il 
we  are  to  credit  a high  authority  f Mr.  Onslow]  the 
majority  bv. their  numbers  being  always  a Lie  tu  pro- 
tect themselves. 

By  these,  a member  of  (be  mlnovitv  may  he,  and 
Is  prohibited  from  making  any  motion,  vvhatsor  er 
!- — and  all  uisGu^sion  precludedgat  their  pieu»uret  ou 
such  measures  as  r lie  majo»  it}7  choose  to  hi  ing  for- 
ward. It  is  notorious  that  the  previous  question  — 
instead,  of  being  applied  to  its  kgiiiir.ale  objects, 
that  is,:i;  “ when  a subject  is  brought  forward  of  a 
delicate  nature  as  to  high  personages,  tec.  or  the 
discussion  of  which  may  call  forth  injurious  ob- 
servations ” — is  brought  into  play  altogether  c« 
those  great  topics  which  especially  demand  discus- 
sion ; and  hr  nee  the  icccnl  change  of  the  rule 
which  demand*  a majority  to  demand  “the  previ- 
ous cuestion,”  instead  ol  any  rjivc  tntinlCrs  ” as 
heretofore. — Fortunately,  the  constituticn  secures 
that  “ the  yeas  and  nays,  shall  betaken  at  the  rc- 

,*  Mr.  kPRictr’s  motion,  March  26th,  1733. 

Hew!  red.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  cc  mink  ice 
that  under  exiting  circumstances  it  is  not.  expedi- 


that  a confidential  message  would  be  received  from 
the  p <‘sident,  recommending  the  measure,  and  the 
chief  of  my  information  was  derived,  at  second 
hand,  from  Mr.  Clay  himself,  who,  iii  one  of  his 
morning  tides  to  Georgetown,  a day  or  two  Before, 
communicated'  the  intelligence  to  cne  of  my  co! 
leagues,  frotn  whom  I received  it.  The  authority 
was  gviodi — The  thing  happened  accordingly.  7’he 
president’s  menage  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  foreign  relations — by  them  to  a subcommittee 
of  three  (of  whom  I was  not  one)  and  all  tire  agen- 
cy which  I India  the  trunsac  ion  (even  subsequent hj 
to  the  first  of  June;  whs  to  help  to  make  ut/a  quo 
rum,  w hilst  the  manifesto  was  reading. 

If  is  not  possible  to  make  out  any  ether  difference 
between  Mr.  Spring’s  resolution  and  mine,  except 
m-filulion  ol  Great  Britain  toe  the  words 
*enublic,”  The  circumstances  too  were 
minority  apprehended  war  and  woe 
it  from  the  country.  Would  Mr. 
.e  been  affected,  in  case  I had 
ns ; one  to  prevent  the  arjn- 


I ent  for  the  United  States  to  revolt  to  war  against  the 
Fivm.it  republic/ 

Repaired,  That  provision  ought  to  he  made  by  law 
for  restricting  the  arming  merchant,  vessels  except 
jin  cases  in  which  the  practice  was  I.oeloFoie  per- 
mitted. 

Resolved,  That  adequate  provision  he  made  by  law 
for  the  protection  of  our  sea  coast  ami  the  internal 
defence  of  the  country.. 

f On  the  25th  of  May,  1604,  is  the  .first-instance 
that  l have  found  of  putting  the  previous  question. 
Sir  Thomas  Littleton  was  therefore  mistaken,  when 
he  says,  in  Grey’s  debates,  vol.  11.  p.  113,  “Sir 
Henry  Vane  was  the  first  that  ever  piwpo*  od  put- 
ting a question  whether  the  question  should  be  now 
put?  and  since,  it  has  always  been  the  forerunner 
j of  putting  the  thing  in  question  quite  out.”  Sir 
Robert  Howard,  in  the  same  debate  says,  “ this  pre- 
i vious  .question  is  like  the  image  of  the  inventor,  a 
J perpetual  disUn  bance.”  2 lialchdl,  p.  £0. 
i t See  Jefferson’s  Manuel  uuder  the  a;  tide  “ Pi>- 
jvious  question.” 


THE  WEEKLY  KEG  I ST  Ell 


ACCOIM  OF  QUEBEC. 


425 


owLit'on  of  one-fifth  of  the  members  p;  eeent but.  they  belonged  retired,  contrived  to  maintain  their 
even  this  provision  is  greatly- evaded  by  secret  sys-  station  aga^ist  the  whole  of  the  en  mv’*  force,  until 
siotis  which  lock  the  vole  and  the  subject  from  the  they  both  {ell,  when  one  of  them  whose  arm  had 

been  broken,  again  raising  himself,  opposed  with 
is  ] his  bayonet  those  advancing  against  him  until  he 

nstmee  of  such 


public  eye. 

But  the  practice  of  the  British  parliament 
quoted  in  justification  of  tire  conduct  of  th  ej  was  overwhelmed  by  numbers.  Ai 
house  of  rep  rev  en  tat  iv  es ."  I defy  any  man  ton  fi»  unless  and  itiirejadity  deserves  to  be  thus  publicly 
show  an  instance  in  which  a member  of  that  parlia-  i-ecurded,  and  bis  excellency  thinks  that  it  Will  not 
incut  nas  been  subject  to  the  coercion  exercised  in  fail  to  'animate  the  trooo#,under  his  command 


the’ease  of  Mr,  Randolph.  *‘A  motion  to  proceed 
to  the  orders  of  the  day  puts  by  whatever  subject  is 
unde  * consideration  because  the  o.ders  of  the 
day  Iuve  th...  e,  ai  they  have  hc.e,  a preference 
©v«e' ordinal  y questions.  But 'there  U no  mo-  c in 
Iba;.  parlia.n.ni.  analogous  ko  the  one  lately  devised 
and  set  up  here,  of  prevciumg  a member  I rum 
b.  nn<in»t  forward  a motion  on  any  subject  fit  for  le- 
gislative deliberation,  and  illustrating  and  cnlorcing 
it  bv  every  argument  in  hb.oower.  Such  tyranny 


an  ardent  desire  to  foliow  so  noble  an  example, 
whenever  an  opportunity  shall  be  offered  them, 
LYom  the  Montreal  Herald  of  August  8. 

We  have  been  {-voted  by  a gentleman  in  .Mon- 
treal with  the  foliow  lag  : || 

Mack!Na,  July  17,  1811. 

C A PIT  U L AT  ION, 

Agreed  upon  between  captain  Charles  Roberts, 
commanding -‘his  Britannic  majesty* « forces  on  the 


f ne  part,  and  lieutenants  Hanks,  commanding  the 
would  not  be  borne.  L either  would  they  endure  .u.xcs  0p  qie  United  States  on  the  other, 

ARTICLES. 

1.  'I'he  fort  of  Mackina shall  immediately  be  sur- 
cndereci  to  the  British  forces — granted. 

'“'he  garrison  shall  march  out  with  the  honors 
rr,  lav  down  their  aims,  and  become  prisoners 


that  a member  of  the -O. -position  should  be  repeat 
eulv  interrupted  upon  the  same,  plea  of  order,  and 
l;v  thcAame  member  of  the  court  party,  alter  re- 
peared  decisions  of  the  chair  in  iiis  favor.  I’he 

British  house  of  commons  present  their  speaker  to|0f"i.a,#  |av  UU>W1  LllC(l  UlUia,  auu  ucc-,UiC  f,ll,UMCI, 
the  crown  fonts  [nommalj  approbation  ; they  even  jcf  wal%  ailtl  shall  be  sent  to  the  United  State*  of 
ask  tor  the  confirmation  ot  their  ancient  privileges  ; | America  tv  his  Britannic  majesty.  Not  to  serve 


bin  under  this  exterior  of  humility  towards  thcjtilij5  war  Ulltil  regularly  exchanged,  and  for  the  due 
* fir -me,  the  , ha\e  s ruily  maintained  their  righ-s  ; performance  of  this  article,  the  officers  pledge  their 
since  the  restoration, and  in  no  legislative  assembly  is  1 word  of  honor trrar'ed 


the  freedom  of  speech  enjoyed  in  greater  latitude 
or  security.  Willi  a!:  their  venality  and  devotion  j t|K.j 
to  ministers,  the  members  of  that  house  know  full 
well,  that  upon  the  jealous  preservation  of  their 
privileges  depends  their  weight  in  the  constitution. 


word  of  honor — granted. 

3.  All  the  merchant  vessels  in  the  harbor,  with 
cargoes,  shall  bt  in  the  possession  of  their  re- 
spective. owners — granted. 

4.  Private  property  shall  be  held  sacred — granted. 

5.  All  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Ame.ica, 


K remains  to  he  seen,  whether  an  American  con  ! nvho  shall  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Bii- 
gre.-s  snali  oe  justiuen  hv  the  public  sentiment,  in , tannic  majesty,  shall  depart  with  their  property 
out*  tripping  a British  house  of  commons  in  min-  • • • • * 


isterial  devotion  : in  prostrating  from  motives  of  ca- 
price,  temporary  convenience,  or  party  spirit,  any 
one  of  those  great  fundamental  principles,  without 
a religious  observance  of  which  no  free  govern- 
ment can  endure. 

JOHN  RANDOLPH,  of  Roanoke. 

.Jujjjf  2,  181.2, 


British  America. 

Quebec,  August  6,  1812. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

His  excellency  the  commander  oi  the  forces,  an 
nounc-es  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  troops  under 
hi s command,  t he  capture  of  Fort  Michilimackinac 
on  the  17th  of  July  last  by  a detachment  of  the  lt)th 
veteran  battalion*  aided  by  a party  of  Canadian 
voyageurs,  led  on  by  some  gentlemen  of  the  nortl 


from  the  island  in  one  month  from  the  dale  hereof- 
granted. 

(Signed)  CHARLES  ROBERTS, 

Commanding  H.  13 . majesty’s  forces. 

(Signed)  P.  HANES, 

Commanding  the  forces  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

His  B' karmic  majesty’s  force  consisted  of  40  re- 
gulars of  the  royal  veteran  battalion. 

2G0  Canadians  with  their  Bourgeois  or  employers, 

400  Indians — Sioux,  Falhvoine  , Puans,  Chip- 
pewas  of  St.  Joseph’s,  St.  Mary’s  £cc. 

Artillery,  two  6 pounders,  which  embarked  at  St. 
Joseph**  on  board  the  Caledonia  N.  W.  Co’s  ship, 
10  bitteauxs  and  70  c-noes. 

'The.  American  garrison  consisted  of  63  regulars, 
and  9 vessels  in  the  harbor,  having  on  boat  J 47 
men,  in  all  1 i 0. 

After  the  capitulation,  two  American  vessels  ar- 


west  company  the  whole  under  the  command  of|  nv.ed  |aQen. w,tr\  700  l)acks  °r  f^s,  wmcii  became 


captain  Roberts.  This  service  has  been  effected  in 
a manner  highly  creditable  to  captain  Roberts  and 
the  officers  and  men  employed  upon  the  occasion, 
and  without  the  los^of  a man. 

The  commander  of  the  forces  takes  great  plea- 
sure in  also  announcing  to  the  troops,  that  the  ene 
my  under  brigadier  general  II  .11  have  been  repulsed 
in  three  attacks  made  on  the  18lh,  19th,  and  20; h of 
L^l  month,  upon  part  of  the  garrison 'of  Amherst- 
berg,  on  the  river  Canard,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
that  place  ; in  which  attack  his  majesty’s  41st  regi- 
ment have  peculiarly  distinguished  themselves,  in 
justice  to  that  corps  his  excellency  wishes  parficu 


hilly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  troops  to  the  hero  jhy  fire  in  1796,  and  the  ore 
Lm  and  self-devotion,  displayed  by  two  privates,  j appropriated,  having  since 


j prices  to  his  majesty’s  forces. 

Account  of  Quebec. 

From  a tour  through  the  Canada®,  by  George  He- 
riot,  Esq.  deputy  Post-master-general  of  British 
North  America.  One  vcl.  4to.  Price  2/.  low 
Loudon  1807. 

[CONCLUDID  FROM  l’AGE  346. J 
The  monastery,  with  the  church  and  garden  of 
the  Recollects,  which  occupied,  the  western  side  of 
the  spot  called  Place  d'  Armen,  are  now  rased  lu 
the  foundation,  the  building  having  heen  destroyed 

to  which  they  wei  e 
l.  become  ex- 


w iio  being  left  as  centiacls  when  the  party  to  which  jtin.Gt.  Two  new  edifices  ha^B&tdy  been  creeled. 
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npon  that  scite;  the  one  a protestant  metropolitan 
church,  the  other  a house  for  courts  of  law.  They 
are  both  constructed  with  the  best  materials,  which 
the  part  of  the  country  affords,  and  executed  in  a 
neat  and  handsome  stile.  The  church,  although 
not  much  ornamented  may  be  pronounced  elegant, 
the  rules  of  architecture  have  been  adhered  to  in  its 
structure.  Considered  as  ornaments  to  the  city  of 
Quebec,  it  is  to  be  regr  etted,  that  separate  situations 
have  not  been  allotted  for  them,  and  that  in  a coun 
try  where  jpublic  buildings  capable  of  attracting  no 
tice  are  rarely  to  be  met  with,  two  edifices  of  such 
consequence  should  have  been  placed  so  near  to 
each  other. 

The  Hotel  Dieu,  with  its  gardens,  occupies  a large 
ext  ent  of  ground.  It  was  founded  in  1638,  by  the 
Duchess  d’  Aiguillon,  who  sent  from  the  hospital 
at  Dieppe  three  nuns,  for  the  purpose  of  commenc- 
ing this  charitable  and  useful  institution  ; it  consist1- 
of  a superior  and  twenty-seven  sisters,  whose  prin 
cipal  occupation  is  to  assist,  and  to  administer  me 
dicines  and  food  to  invalids  of  both  sexes,  who  may 
be  sent  to  the  hospital,  and  who  ar  e lodged  in  wards 
where  much  regard  is  paid  to  cleanliness. 

The  convent  of  the  Ursulines  was  instituted  in 
1639,  by  mad-'.me  de  la  Peltre,  a young  widow  of 
condition,  in  France,  Lis  possessed  bv  a. superior 
and  thirty  six  nuns,  who  are  chief ly  engaged  in  the 
instruction  of  young  women.  The  building  is  spa 
eious,  and  has  extensive  gardens  annexed  to  it.  The 
bishop’s  palace  already  mentioned,  situated  near  the 
communication  with  the  lower  town,  has  been  for 
several  years,  occupied  for-  a public  office,  and  for  a 
library.  The  chapel  has  been  converted  into  a 
room,  lor  the  meeting  of  the  provincial  assembly  of 
representatives. 

Another  edifice  on  the  north  side  of  the  town, 
extendingin  length  from  palace  gate  to  the  rarnparts 
on  the  west,  upwards  of  509  feet  in  length,  contains 
st  number  of  vaulted  apartments,  and  is  occupied 
for  the  office  of  ordnance,  lor  barracks  for  the  roy- 
al artillery,  for  an  armoury,  store  houses  and  work 
shops,  and  for  a public  goal,  which  forms  the  east 
end  of  the  building. 

The  ruins  of  a large  house  which  was  formerly 
that  of  the  intendanr,  remain  on  a fiat  ground  on 
the  banks  o’  the  river  ..Saint  Charles,  and  in  the 
subui  bs  of  Saint  Hoc.  This  was  once  called  a pa- 
lace, because  the  council  of  the  French  government 
in  North  America  there  assembled.  The  apart 
ments,  which  were  numerous  and  spacious,  were 
furnished  with  magnificence  and  splendor.  On 
one  side  of  the  court,  were  placed  the  king’s  store- 
houses, which,  together  with  the  palace,  were  con- 
sumed by  fire,  occasioned  by  a shell  thrown  from 
the  garrison  in  17/5,  when  the  town  was  blockaded 
by  the  Americans,  with  a view  to  dislodge  some  of 
the  hostile  troops,  who  had  taken  shelter  in  these 
buildings. 

The  general  hospital  on  the  banks  of  the  Saint 
Charles,  about  one  mile  westward  from  the  garri- 
son, and  surrounded  bv  meadow  lands,  was  founded 
in  1693,  by  M.  de  Saint  Vallie,  bishop  of  Quebec,, 
with  the  benevolent  design  of  affording  support  and 
relief  to  the  poor,  the  infirm,  the  sick,  and  the 
wounded;  nor  have  the  purposes  of  its  original 
founder  at  any  time  been  defeated,  with  regard  to 
the  most  scrupulous  exactitude  in  their  fulfilment. 
The  extent  of  the  building,  whose  form  is  that  of  a 
parallelogram,  is  considerable,  arid  it  contains  a va 
riety  of  apartments,  neat  and  and  commodious.  A 
superior  and  thirty  seven  sisters  compose  the  com- 
munity.  Their  lime  which  remains  from  the  oc- 
cupations of  the  duties  of  religion,  and  the  offices 


of  humanity,  is  employed  in  gilding  ornaments  for 
the  decoration  of  churches,  and  in  scve.al  other 
works,  at  which  they  are  expert. 

The  streets  of  Quebec  are,  in  consequence  of  its 
situation,  irreguiai  and  uneven,  many  of  them  are 
narrow,  and  hut  very  levy  are  paved.  The  houses* 
are  built  of  stone,  are  oi  unequal  heights,  and  co- 
vered, in  general,  with  roofs,  of  boards  , the  rough- 
ness of  the  materials  of  which  they  are  consU'uctt  d, 
gives  them  a rugged  aspect,  and  the  accommoda- 
tions are  fitted  up  in  a stile  equally  plain  and  void 
of  taste.  The  frequent  accidents  which  have  imp. 
pened,  and  the  extensive  damage  which  the  (own 
h.*s  repeatedly  su.-tained  iiora  con flagi auons,  have 
suggested  the  expediency  of  covering  the  public 
buddings,  and  many  of  the  dwelling  houses,  with 
tin,  or  painted  sheet  iron. 

The  lower  town  which  is  the  principal  place  of 
commerce,  occupies  the  ground  at  (he  basis  oi  (lie, 
promontory,  which  has  been  gradually  gapned  fiom 
the  cliffs  on  one  side,  by  mining,  and  from  the  river 
on  the  other,  by  the  construction  of  wharves.  The 
channel  is  here  about  a mile  in  breadth,  to  Point 
Levi,  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  its  gr  eatest  depth 
at  high  water,  is  thirty  fathoms,  the  anchorage  be- 
ing every  where  safe  and  good.  Since  theyear  i/9-3, 
ship  building  has  been  carried  on  with  considerable 
success,  and  vessel  - o!  every  description  and  dimen- 
sion, from  fifty  to  a thousand  ton  burthen,  have 
been  constructed.  The  material's  are  found  in  abun- 
dance in  the  country,  but  the  anchors,  sails  and 
cordage,  are  generally  imported.  As  the  tide 
rises  eighteen  feet,  and  at  spring  tidies  twenty- 
four  feet,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  finding  situations 
for  dock  yards.  ^ 

The  rock  of  which  the  promontory  of  Quebec  is 
composed,  consists  of  a species  of  black  lime  slate, 
varying  in  thickness  ; which,  although  apparently 
compact,  may,  by  the  stroke  of  a hammer,  be.  shiv- 
ered in  to  thin  pieces,  and,  by  exposure  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  weather,  it  moulders  Into. soil.  A consi- 
derable number  of  the  houses  of  the  town  are  built 
of  this  kind  of  stone,  and  there  is  a mode  of  placing 
it,  by  which,  in  masonry,  its  durability  may  be  con- 
siderably prolonged.  Theinhabitants  comprehended 
in  Quebec,  and  in  the  suburbs  of  Saint  John,  and 
Saint  Roc,  may  be  computed  at  about  15000. 

When  viewed  from  Point  Levi,  on  the  opposite 
coast  of  the  river,  an  interesting  variety  of  objects 
is  exhibited  by  massy  rocks,  inte;  sperseci  with  shrub 
bery,  by  Cape  Diamond,  boidlv  rising  from  the  wa- 
ter, by  the  houses  along  its  base,  contrasted  with 
overhanging  cliff’s,  by  a confused  cluster  of  build- 
ings overtopping  each  other  up  the  side  of  the  hill, 
and  bv  the  fortifications  which  crown  thesumrr.it. 
The  Saint  Lawrence  flowing  on  one  side,  and  Saint 
Charles  on  the  other,  give  to  this  spot*  the  appear- 
ance of  an  Lland.  The  bridge  across  the  latter  is 
likewise  visible  from  hence,  and  remote  mountains 
terminate  the  prospect.  The  scene,  in  winter,  be- 
comes amusing  to  strangers,  particularly,  if  the  ice 
on  the  great  river,  between  Quebec  and  the  opposite 
coast  of  Point  Levi,  be.  closely  fixed,  a circumstance, 
which  depends  more  upon  accident,  than  on  the 
seveiitv  of  the  cold,  and  does  not  frequently  occur. 
When  the  ice  becomes  consolidated  and  stationary, 
it  is  called  by  the  Canadians,  the  pant,  which  af- 
fords, not  only  to  the  country  people  inhabiting  the 
neighboring  parishes  on  the  south  side,  a facility  of 
conveying  their  produce  to  market,  and  thereby  of 
rendering  provisions  and  provender  more  abundant 
in  (he  town,  but  likewise  presents  to  the  citizens,  a 
large  field  for  gratification  and  exercise,  who  tlitffi 
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are  constantly  driving  their  horses  and 
Upon  the  solid  surface  oi  the  stream. 

From  the  heights  t/>  the  westward  of  the  garri- 
son, an  extensive  and  beautiful  view  is  developed,  in 
summer,  to  the  eve  of  the  spectator  It  is  compos 
ed  oftnc  works,  parLpf  the  loftier  buildings  of  the 
town,  the  basin,  Point  Levi,  the  island  of  Orleans, 
the  south  and  north  channels,  the  parishes  of  Beau- 
port,  Ange  Garden,  and  Chateau  Richer,  with  the 
mountains  of  the  north-east,  stretching  to  Cape 
TouVment. 


Counter  Revolution  in  Venezuela. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  at  this  period,  to  lay 
before  the  public  some  particulars  relative  to  the 
suppression  of  liberty  ir.  the  province  of  Caraccas. 
The  following  was  handed  to  us  by  a .gentleman 
from  South  America,  whose  situation  there  enabled 
him  so  learn  the  melancholy  facts  related.  {Whig. 

Shortly  after  the  late  ever  to  be  remembered  earth- 
quakes which  are  supposed  to  have  destroyed  not 
les«  than  20,000  souls,  the  greater  part  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical body  cried  out,  that  it  was  a visitation  from 
heaven  in  consequence  of  disavowing  allegiance  to 
Ferdinand  the  7th,  and  separating  themselves  from 
the  old  Spanish  government.  The  influence  this 
body  holds  over  the  minds  of  the  people  is  well 
known  to  every  person  of  intelligence.  This  infa 
tuatiori  induced  many  to  believe  that  it  was  actually 
as  they  represented  ; and  they  with  many  persons 
of  note  held  correspondence  not  onlv  with  the  go- 
vernment of  Porto  Rico,  but  also  with  the  royal 
troops  then  stationed  at  Coro,  and  commanded  by 
eneral  Monteverde.  The  consequence  was,  that 
e took  advantage  of  the  distresses  and  fears  of  the 
p xtriots  at  a time  when  they  were  absorbed  in  grief 
for  the  loss  of  their  friends  and  property,  by  march- 
ing his  army  into  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
volutionizing it  and  restoring  the  authority  of  Fer- 
dinand the  7th.  The  invaders  were  joined  by  many 
influential  characters  who  were  inimical  to  the  cause 
of  liberty.  At  this  important  crisis,  the  wreck  of 
the  patriot  army  was  immediately  assembled  by  con 
gress,  then  in  session  at  Valentia,  and  the  command 
given  to  the  marquis  del  Toro;  who  finding  the  ar- 
my in  want  of  many  of  the  necessary  articles  for 
war,  resigned  his  commission.  The  command  was 
given  to  general  Miranda,  and  the  army  consider- 
ably reinforced  with  men  and  supplied  with  arms. 
About  this  date,  the  congress,  evacuated  Valenlia 
by  reason  of  an  insurrection,  which  look  place 
there;  when  the  royal  army  were  invited  to  take 
possession.  After  the  fall  of  this  city,  which  was 
heretofore  strongly  attached  to  the  patriotic  govern 
ment,  theJSrmy  retreated  to  Mearacai  one  of  their 
best  fortified  posts  ; where  the  war  was  carried  on 
with  alternate  success  until  the  capture  of  the  place, 
owing  as  was  supposed,  to  the  treachery  or  inatten- 
tion of  Miranda,  who  retreated  to  Victoria,  without 
making  any  resistance,  although  it  was  supposed  his 
army  amounted'to  double  the  number  of  the  enemy. 
Here  were  severe  skirmishes,  without  much  success 
on  either  side.  On  the  6lh  of  Julv,  Porto  Cavello! 
was  taken  by  surprise,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the 
commandant  of  that  post,  (who  was  in  the  confi- 
dence of  Miranda)  by  suffering  the  prisoners  con 
fined  thereto  make  their  escape  and  take  possession 
of  one  of  the  principal  forts  which  commanded  the 
c»ty,  when  it  surrendered  at  di-crelion  ! The  loss  of ! 
this  important  seaport  to  the  patriots  afforded  a pre 
text  to  Miranda  for  surrendering,  who  entered 
into  a secret  armistice  which  led  to  a private  capita  1 
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iation  on  the  part  of  the  general  [Miranda]  who  had 
usurped  the  civil  and  military  government  of  the 
province;  in  consequence  of  the  imbecility  of  the 
executive  and  congress,  which  were  at  this  time 
dissolved^ 

The  terms  of  Miranda’s  surrender  were  only 
made  known  to  one  or  two  of  his  particular  friends. 
The  patriots  of  Caraccas  were  all  dissatisfied  with 
his  conduct,  as  the  spirit  of  the  army  was  still  un- 
broken ; and  even  had  he  been  obliged  to  evacuate 
Victoria,  he  could  have  retreated  either  to  Caraccas 
or  Cumana,  which  places  could  still  have  been  de- 
fended with  success.  Every  patriot  or  foreigner 
who  had  espoused  the  cause  of  liberty,  rested  secure 
to  the  last  moment,  firmly  expecting  that  Miranda 
had  made  provision  for  their  safely  ; but  on  finding 
the  reverse,  the  most  distinguished  fled  to  La  Guira 
for  the  purpose  of  leaving  the  countiy  by  taking 
par-ages  on  board  the  vessels  then  in  the  harbor 
which  had  been  detained  by  an  embargo  laid  on  by 
general  Miranda  on  the  29th  of  June,  which  was  ex- 
pected to  be  repealed  from  time  to  time  ; but  on  the 
capitulation  being  concluded  it  was  continued  in 
the  name  of  general  Monteverde. 

General  Miranda  arrived  at  La  Guira  on  the  30th 
July,  with  intention  of  immediately  quitting  the 
country,  having  previously  shipped  his  baggage  on 
board  of  an  English  schooner  destined  for  Curra- 
coa.  He  gave  orders  that  the  embargo  should  he 
forthwith  repealed;  but,  the  commandant  of  the 
post  replied  that  he  had  no  authority  to  do  so,  and 
instantly  made  him  a prisoner  and  confined  h m in  a 
dungeon  in  fort  La  Collorado  ; u,  braiding  him  as  a 
betrayer,  and  declaring  himself  (in  this  exigency) 
for  Monteverde. 

The  Corean  troops  were  to  take  possession  of  the 
place  the  following  day,  which  caused  every  vessel 
in  the  harbor  to  be  anxious  to  get  off’ in  order  to  es- 
cape detention  by  the  same.  At  an  early  hour  in 
the  morning  a strong  guard  was  placed  on  the 
wharf,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  th <5 further  em- 
barkation of  the  patriots,  and  orders  were  given  to 
stop  the  departure  of  every  vessel  in  the  harbor, 
'the  British  sloop  of  war  Sophia  excepted  which 
then  lay  a^  anchor  in  the  outer  roads,)  until  the  will 
of  Monteverde  should  be  known.  This  event  de- 
termined the  captain  of  the  sloop  of  war  to  rail, 
when  all  the  British  and  several  American  vessels 
made  preparations  for  sailing  ; whereupon  the  bat- 
teriesimmediately  fired  on  all  vessels  that  attempted 
to  go  out,  the  sloop  of  war  excepted.  Several  shot 
were  fired  at  different  vessels  when  an  English 
schooner  bound  to  St.  Thomas  was  sunk  ; this 
event  deterred  the  rest,  and  the  sloop  of  war  stood 
[out  to  sea,  when  the  firing  ceased. 

The  Corean  troops  took  possession  of  the  city 
in  the  evening  and  made  prisoners  of  several  offi- 
cers of  the  patriotic  army,  who,  with  Miranda 
and  a few  other  distinguished  patriots,  (taken 
from  on  board  the  vessels  then  in  the  haibor,) 
they  marched  off  to  Caraccas.  The  next  morning 
at  11  o’clock  a roval  salute  was  fired  from  thebatte 
ries,  the  bells  rung  and  other  evidences  of  jov  were 
exhibited  in  honor  of  the  restoration  of  the  old  go- 
vernment. 


Indian  Logic. 

The  rumor  of  ( he  B : ish  and  Indians  taking  pos- 
session of  Grand  Bland  (situated  in  Niagara  river 
and  owned  by  the  Senecas)  having  reached  the 
Senecas,  they  asscmbl-d  for  the  purpose  ol  coun- 
selling with  their  agent,  Mr.  Granger,  on  the  sub- 
ject. 
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The  famous  lino  Jacket,  after  having  stated 
the  information  they  had  received,  addressed  the 
agent  in  the  following  manner: 

Bro'tier — 

Vou  have  told  us  that  we  had  nothing  to  Jo  with 
the  war  thaghas  taken  place  between  you  and  the 
British  : but  we  find  the  war  ha.s  com£  to cmf  doors 
Our  property  is  taken  possession  of  by  the  British 
and  the..'  InJnn  friends,  i t is  necessary  now  fur  ur> 
to  take  up  the  business,  defend  our  property,  and 
drive  the  enemy  from  it.  | if  we  sit  still  Upon  our 
Seals,  an  1 t ike  nef  means  of  redress,  the  British  (»c 
cording  to  the  customs  of  you  white  people)  wi’lj 
hold  it  by  conquest — and  should  you  conquer  the! 
Canadas,  you  will  claim ittipon  the  same  principles, 
as  conquered  from  the  British.  We,  therefore, 
request  permission  to  go  with  ou'  viarro  s and 
drive  off  those  bad  people  and  take  possession  of  out 
lauds. 


Eloquent  Extract 

From  a patriotic  fourth  of  July  oration. 

“ The  evils  of  war  are  no  longer  to  be  dreaded  by 
a tree  people,  than  while  they  can  avoid  them. 

“And  having  exhaused  the  cupof  conciliation  to 
the  very  dregs.. — having  dissipated  every  hope  of  an 
honorable  and  friendly  adjustment— having  found 
an  accredited  British  spy  lurking  in  the  bosorn  of 
our  country,  in  time  of  .peace,  and  seeking  to  un 
dermine  our  happy  union — having  seen  the  western 
savages  influenced  to  war  by  British  agent:; — having 
borne  more  from  Great  Britain  than  ever  one  na- 
tion bore  from  another  without  a contest — our  gov- 
ernment nave  revived — poising  themselves  on  their 
own  magnanimity,  and  the  honor  and  spirit  of  the 
nation,  they  have  resolved  to  return  those  hostili 
ties  which  our  enemy  had  already  commenced: 
Yes,  they  have  resolved  on  war — a war  not  of  am-j 
bition,  not  for  the  pitiful  commerce  of  the  present 
moment;  but  a war  of  self  defence,  for  the  recla- 
mation and  liberty  of  our  citizens — for  the  preser- 
vation of  those  imprescriptableund  sovereign  rights, 
vVithout  which  our  independence  is  an  empty  boast, 
and  our  name  a reproach. 

“i  And  is  there  here  a single  individual,  who  can 
lay  his  hand  on  hio  heart,  and  grieve  that  still  great 
er  sacrifices  have  not  been  made  to  the  genius  ol 
peace?  We  have  nothing  left  but  our  integrity,  onr 
national  honor,  and  national  independence.  One 
step  more  would  have  plunged  us  into  degradation. 

“ Or  has  any  one  so  far  forgotten  the  price  of  bur 
heritage,  as  to  think  it  not  worth  this  struggle  to 
retain  ? 

“ Go  then  to  the  tomb  of  some  departed  soldier — 
ask  of  his  shade  the  price  of  yoUrhbe;  ties  : hi**emus 
shall  arise  and  teach  you  a lesson,  as  solemn  and  im- 
pressive, as  the  cause  in  which  he  fell  was  sacred. 

“He  will  recount  to  you  the  direful  scenes  of 
Monmouth,  of  Saratoga,  of  Groton  and  of  Charles- 
town— He  will  point  you  to  the  sanguinary  fieid, 
whe-  o the  staff  ofthe  aged  father  was  broken,  where 
the  blessing  of  the  anxious  mother  was  cut  down, 
and  the  fond  hopes  of  the  betrothed  damsel  disap- 
pci  led  forever. 

“ He  will  lead  you  to  the  spot  where  great  Mont 
gonierv  fell ; and  as  you  tread  with  unhallowed 
steps,  an  humble  mound,  he  will  bow  his  head  and 
weep — “ Here  lies  my  son,”  be  will  say,  “ but  he 
is  happy,  for  he  died  in  the  cause  of  freedom.” 

“ But  why  appeal  to  the  silent  testimony  of  the 
dead,  While  "we  are  blessed  with  the  presence  of 
here  and  there  an  actor  in  that  great  drama  ! 

“Ye,  aged  and  venerable  few,  whose  whitened 


locks  grace  this  assembly  ; declare  to  us  what  were, 
your  feelings — what  the  emotions  of  your  hearts-, 
when  without  the  necessary  aim;  or  equipments, 
you  broke  from  the  tender  embrace  of  uomcs'.ic  af- 
fection, and  marched  tothc  tented  field,  “biea^C 
the  omet  of  vain  glorious  invasion  ?”  \viiA  we»e 
the  privations,  the. utiguss,  the  anxieties,  the  mu  re  li- 
es you  endured  ? 

“ What  vveic  the  ravages — the  scenes  of  woe  and 
deep  distress;  which. you  have  witnessed  from  the 
hands  ol  these  tv  rants  who  would  enstAvb  you  £ — 
What  were  the  dangers  you  escaped ? 

“ What  were  your  when  in  the  hour 

ofdtsast'ous  batik,  you  saw-  your  brud.^r  sink, 
down  on  the  field  of  dealt!  ? 

“ Tell  us  the  whole  story  of  your  -m  iTo rings  ; 
and  when  you  have  done,  God  forbid  that  you  .-hail 
have  spoken  in  vain  1 

“ And  can  it  be,  that  with  these  facts  ringing  in 
our  ears,  and  this  ndhle example  before  us,  .that  *.vs 
should  be  to  slow  to  action  £ That  vve  should  shrink 
from  the  lad  resul  t for  the  licence  ol  Lhoii?  rights, 
which  our  fathers  .fought  to  acquire,  and  which 
we,  in  turn,  are  challenged  to  utamta-ui  ? No — >ve 
will  not  brook  oppression.  Though  lem«hJ  darker 
were  the  propped,  (hough  foreign  iunuence  n*»y 
brandish  her  menaces,  though  faction  may  strive  to 
divide  and  palsy  the  energies  of  the motion  ; we  will 
say  to  our  government — Go  on  ! 'J'he  heads  of 
this  people  are  with  you — the  spirit  of  our  fathers 
is  inherited  by  their  children.  We  will  rally  again 
to  the  standard  which  Washington  reared- — the 
enemy  is  the  same  whom  that  1 toco  fought — the 
cause  is  the  same  in  vraieh  he  toiled. 

“The  field  oi  honor  is  again  the  field  of  duty — 
and  having  drawn  our  swords,  let  us  pledge  our- 
selves to  one  another  and  to  the  world,  never  to 
sheath  them  till  every  wrong  is  redressed,  and  the 
hand  of  the  aggressor  effectually  stayed. 

“ Conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  uur  cause,  and 
convinced  of  the  necessity  pf  the  contest,  we  cheer- 
fully leave  the,  result  to  that  Almighty  Being  m 
whose  hand  nations  rise  and  fail,  prosper  and 
decay.” 

Tales^’oIdTimes. 

We  know  not  to  whom  the  credit  is  due  for  the  two 

beautiful  paragraphs  that  follow  ; but,  they  are 

suited  to  the  times,  will  befell  as  they  are  read, 

and  ought  to  be  preserved.  Eo.  Reg. 

, THE  BEGINNING! 

“ ’Twas  the  celebrated  Samuel  Chase,  the  De- 
mosthenes of  Maryland,  who  first  taught  the  start- 
led vaults  of  congress  hall  to  re-echo  the  name  of 
independence.  He  had  enumerated  many  a glaring 
instanced'  British  violation  of  poor  American  rights 
— On  all  of  which  George  the  Third  had  looked 
with  the  most  kingly  calmness  ! — ’Twas  one  of  na- 
ture's orators  who  spoke.  Siich  unnatc ral,  such, 
unparental  indifference  to  their  interests  called  forth 
all  his  rage.  His  countenance  was  like  the  dark 
stormy  cloud  edged  with  lightning — he  swung  bis 
arm  in  air,  and,  with  a supplosio  ped-s  and  voice  of 
thunder,  that  made  ’the  hollow  dome  resound,  he 
-swore,  by  the  God  of  heart’,  u,  he  -owei>  no  alle- 
giance to  the  KING  Oi-'  GkEAT  BaiTAIN  ! 

“ The  persons  appointed  bv  congress  to  draft  tin* 
famous  bill,*  were  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adame,, 
Dr.  Franklin , lid  Sherman,  and  It.  it.  Idoingstua. 
On  hearing  their  nomination  to  a task  so  high  and 
arduous,  they  met,  and,  after  some  conversation  on 
the  subject,  parted,  after  an  agreement  that  each  o£ 

■ .a.- i » ■■  ' -yf*- 

* Declaration  oi  independence- 
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their  number  should  draft  hi1?  own  declaration  of 
indenendence,  and  read  it  next  day.  in  rotation,  tOj 
the  rest.  At  a fixed  hour  the  next  day,  they  met — ! 
bn*.  “ who  should  read  Jtrit?”  was  the  question,  i 
T1IO  MAS  J E h i'E  R S Old  was  fixed  on.  After! 
much  importunity,  he  was  persuaded  to  break  the 
ice.  lie  read,  and there  t ms  none  other  read ! 


Catholic  Missions. 

IN  THE  'EAST  INDIES. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Carev,  in?:' nonary  in  Bengal,  and 
professor  in  the  college  at  Calcutta,  in  a letter  writ 
Ion  in  that  city,  dated  Ociober  10th,  18]  J,  in  which 
he  gives  an  account  of  apostolical  labors  of  his  bre- 
thren in  six  or  seven  mi  . ions  which  they  have  in  the 
east,  complains,  that  “the  gospel  ha?  yet  made  no 
entrance  into  Cabul,  Nepal  a,  Siam,  ArakaD,  Tun 
quin,  Cambodia, Molacca,&c.  on  the  continent ; be- 
sides the  numer  ous  and  vast  islands  in  the  Indian 
seas/*  and  that  “there  is  only  one  missionary  in 
China.” 

Several  letters  yearly  received  from  the  Catholic 
missions  in  those  countries  a Cord  a much  more  sa- 
torv  view  of  the  state  of  Christianity  in  the  east, 
although  they  still  leave  much  tor  the  friends  ol 
religion  to  desire. 

Toe  missions  of  Tunquin  alone  had  iu  1808  about 
400,000  Christians  administered  by  three  bishops, 
the  French  missionai  ies,  some  Spanish  Dominicans 
and  near  100  native  priests.  There  were  UVo  cede 
siastical  seminaries,  containing  about  50  young  stu 
dents  of  divinity  ; moreover  six  colleges,  some  with 
more  than  40.  and  60  students.  Recent  accounts 
lately  received  from  these  missions  cf  Tunquin, 
still  represent  the  progress  of  the  gospel  there  dur- 
ing the  rears  1809,  1810  and  1811,  as  very  considera- 
ble. 

As forChina, besides  that  “ oneonly  missionary ,” 
there  are  the  bishops  of  Pekin,  of  Nankin, .of  Wa 
«ao  ; 3 apostolic  vicars  with  the  same  episcopal 
powers  in  the  province  of  Fokien,  Chensi,  and 
Sufchuen  ; the  European  and  native  clergy  of  these 
bishops  and  vicars  ; 4 seminaries  destined  to  snppty 
native  pr  iests — the  number  of  Catholic  schools  has 
been  on  the  increase  for  the  few  last  years  : in  the 
Sutchuen  there  were  only  2-1  for  boys  and  36  for 
girls  in  1805 — the  accounts  for  1807  mention  37  for 
boys  and  57  for  girls. 

The  number  of  European  priests  is  indeed  de- 
creasing, because  the  disturbances  in  Europe  have 
«f  late  years  prevented  the  departure  of  the  annual 
supplies,  which  before  were  regularly  sent;  but  se- 
veral seminaries  long  established  in  the  eastern  mis- 
sions have  supplied  the  deficiency  by  hundreds  of 
the  natives  ’who  have  been  ordained  in  them  for  the 
holy  ministry. 

Every  one  knows  how  many  religious  congrega- 
tions and  orders  in  Europe  used  to  send  missiotia 
lies  to  those  distant  regions  of  the  cast.  They  an- 
nually received  the  reports  of  their  labours — last 
year  the  returns  of  the  society  for  foreign  missions 
in  Paris,  though  one  half  only  were  received,  gave 
fbr  1810,  10,854'  baptisms,  of  which  2083  were  of 
adults.  That  same  year,  many  missionaries  termi- 
nated their  apostolical  career  by  a holy  death  ; 
among  them  we  remark  Mr.  Rabcau,  the  successor 
elect  ot  Mr.  Champenois,  bishop  of  Pondicherry, 
ivfm  having  embarked  and  being  on  his  way  to 
receive  the  episcopal  consecration,  while  be  was 
instructing  bis  iellow  passengers,  he  was  seized  by 
the  pilot,  who  was  a pagan-,  and  throw  into  the  sea. 

We  find  that,  besides  the  numerous  missions  esta- 
blished in  various  quarters  of  those  immense  regi 
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ons  and  the  apostolic  vicars  enjoying  episcopal 
powers,  there  are  3 archbishops  and  10  bishops  ap. 
pointed  over  the  regular  churches  of  the  continent 
and  the  islands  ; viz.  Archbishop  of  Goa,  Metropo- 
litan and  Primate  of  the.  East,  Archbishop  of  Cran- 
g&uor  an™ftia!afcar  ; bishops  of  Cochin  andVdra- 
poiy,  Malabar  ;'  of  Bombay  ; of  Mozambique;  of 
St.  Thomas  at  Madras,  with  a legatee  at  Calcutta; 
of  Pondicherry";  of  Malacca;  the  4 already  men- 
tioned in  China;  of  Salem  ; of  Pegu  : of  Thibet  ; 
om-.  a eh. bishop  and  three  bishops  at  Manilla  and  the 
Philippine  islands. 

Dr.  Buchanan  says,  that  “ the  above  establish- 
ments are  at  present  full,  with  the  exception  of  Pon- 
dicherry, and  the  revenues  are  the  same  that  were 
granted  at  the  first  endowment,  with  some  excep- 
tions of  increase, The  Catholic  church  coeval 

with  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  empires  in  the 
east,  and  though  both  are  now  in  ruins,,  the  church 
yet  remains — sacred  properties  have  been  respected 
in  the  revolutions,  for  it  is  agreeable  to  Asiatic  prin- 
ciples to  reverence  religious  institutions  ; the  ser- 
vice is  regularly  performed,  and  the  churches  gen- 
erally well  attended  ; ecclesiastical  discipline  is  pre- 
served, the  canonical  European  ceremonies  are  re- 
tained, and  the  benefactions  of  the  people  are  libe- 
ra!. It  has  been  observed  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
yield  less  to  the  luxury  of  the  country,  and  suffer 
from  the  climate  less  than  the  English, owing  it  may 
be  supposed  from  their  youths  being  surrounded  by 
the  same  religious  establishments  they  had  at  home, 
and  to  their  being  still  subject  to  the  observation 
and  council  of  religious  characters,  whom  they  are 
taught  to  reverence.  The  missionaries  are  respect- 
ed by  the  natives  for  their  learning  and  medical 
knowledge,  and  in  geneia!  for  their  puremanners. 
On  a general  view  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church, 
we  rmist  certainly  acknowledge,  that,  besides  its 
principle  design  in  preserving  (he  faith  of  its  own 
members,  it  possesses  a civilizing  influence  in  Asia, 
and  it  has  dispelled  much  of  the  darkness  ov  pa- 
ganism.” [Christian  researches  in  Asia,  p.  1588*, 
New  York  1812.]  Amer, 


Events  of  the  Vv  ar. 

MILITARY. 

Gen.  Bloomfield  has  resigned  the  governorship 
of  New- Jersey,  and  gone  to  head-quarters  near 
Albany,  in  his  quality  and  rank  of  brigadier-gene- 
ral in  the  U.  States’  army. 

“The  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  the  requisi- 
tion of  general  Dearborn,  has  ordered  out  2000  mi- 
litia for  actual  service. 

Bodies  of  troops  are  moving  towards  Albany  from 
whence  strong  detachments  are  marching  to  the 
frontiers.  The  New  York  frontier  is  in  a very  re- 
spectable state  of  defence. A strong  fort  called 

Fori  Van  llcmsalaer , has  been  erected  at  Ogdens- 
burg,  by  the  militia,  and  ample  supplies  of  arms  and 
ammunition  have  reached  the  shores  of  the  lakes, 
with  numerous  corps  of  volunteers  and  militia. 

The  report  of  an  armistice  has  died  away.  It  is 
agreed  that  the  British  proposed  one — until  they 
could  recruit  their  forces  in  Upper  Canada  ! but  it 
seems  to  have  been  properly  and  promptly  reject- 
ed. We  have  manv  irregular  accounts  of  the  cap- 
ture of  Malden,  on  the  2nd  of  this  month  bv  Gem 
Hull , with  the  loss  of  2C0  men  killed  and  400  wound- 
ed, Such  are  the  reports  from  various  quarters, 
but  we  wait  official  accounts.  All  is  uproar  anu 
commotion  in  Canada  — every  third  man  has  been 
drafted,  and  some  large  bodies  of  the'  people  have 
positively  refused  U»  njurcb.  Const^Tuatpin 
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order  of  the  day.  A little  time  and  vigor  will  con 
fine  the  enemy  to  the  precincts  of  Quebec. 

About  400  U.  S.  troops  passed  through  Bouton 
followed  by  a handsome  train  of  military  appenda 

ges;  _ ! 

UfeBANA,  Ohio,  Aug.  12. — Arrived  at  this  place  \ 
last  night  at  10  o’clock,  capt.  Samuel  Cord,  directly 
from  the  Rapids,  which  place  he.  left  on  the  9th  inst. 
by  whose  politeness  we  are  favored  with  the  follow- 
ing information  ; 

The  British  have  taken  Brownstownand  brought 
over  several  pieces  of  cannon  to  that  place.  On  the 
3d  inst.  an  engagement  took  place  between  the  U 
States’  troops  and  the  British  opposite  Detroit ; the 
Americans  captured  two  British  vessels,  and  on 
bringing  them  too,  they  were  found  to  have  on  board 
the  prisoners  taken  at  fori  M’anaw.  On  the  5th,  the 
mail  left  Detroit,  with  an  escort  of  250  riflemen, 
and  proceed  as  far  as  Brownstown,  where  they 
were  attacked  by  the  British  and  Indians  ; the 
killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides  were  considera 
ble— the  exact  nUhaberis  not  ascertained — our  men 
retreated  to  Detroit.  On  the  6th  an  express  from 
the  Federal  City  to  Gen,  Hull  passed  the  Rapids, 
who  contemplated  travelling  by  night  and  to  tak. 
a circuitous  route  round  Brownstown,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  British  and  savages,  who  are  murdering 
©ur  passengers  at  that  place.  Watch  'Tower. 

BV  THE  EXPRESS  POST. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  at  Detroit,  re 
ceived  by  the  express  oj  yesterday,  to  his  friend  in 
Pittsburg,  dated 

Detroit , August  11  th,  1812. 

“I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  on  the  17th  of 
July,  we  had  to  surrender  the  fort  of  Michilimac- 
kinac,  to  the  British  forces  that  collected  on  that 
island.  Their  force  consisted  of  forty-two  regulars, 
300  Canadians,  and350  Indians.  Our  force  consist- 
ed of  60  soldiers.  The  American  troops  at  that 
place  all  became  prisoners  of  war. 

On  the  9th  inst..  col.  Miller,  with  600  troops  un- 
der his  command,  had  a hard  battle  about  eighteen 
miles  from  this  place.  The  British  and  Indians 
were  defeated  with  considerable  loss.  We  have 
taken  a great  number  of  Indian  scalps,  with  a nunx 
ber  of  prisoners.  Our  army  had  fourteen  killed  and 
forty  wounded.  The  officers  wounded  are  captain 
Baker,  lieuts.  Lariby,  Whisler,  and  Peters.  Our 
army  are  about  leaving  this  place  for  the  river  Rai- 
sin, where  there  are  a numberof  pack  horses,  with 
provisions,  for  this  place.  General  Hull,  with 
his  army,  has  been  on  the  Canadian  side,  but,  for 
the  want  of  more  men,  he  has  thought  proper  to 
resign  his  station.” 

Lexington,  (K.)  Aug.  11. 
The,  War. — The  military  movements  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country  have  become  interesting,  and 
begin  to  wear  an  important  appearance. 

We  have  late  intelligence  from  general  Hull — 
and  we  are  informed  of  the  surrender  to  the  British, 
of  the  most  important  post  of  Michilimackinac  ; it 
was  taken  by  stratagem,  before  the  commander 
had  been  advised  of  the  declaration  of  war — there 
were  no  lives  lost, — Gen.  H.  thinking  it  probable 
an  extensive  combination  of  British  and  Indians 
might  be  formed  above  him,  has  determined  to  act 
on  the  defensive  till  a reinforcement  from  this  state 
reaches  his  encampment.  It  will  be  observed  from 
governor  Scott’s  orders  below,  that  three  regiments 
of  Kentucky  volunteers  (about  1800  men)  will  assem- 
ble at  New  Port  on  the  20th  inst.  ; in  addition 
•|iSJ|iis  force,  300  regulars  will  move  at  the  same 
urne  from  this-state ; the  whole  to  bejoined  in  Ohio, 


by  one  hundied  regulars,  recruited  in  thatstate,  and 
500  militia,  miking  a force  of  2700,  which  will 
reach  Detroit  between  the  10th  and  15lh  of  Sep- 
tember. An  attack  will  not  be  made  on  Malden 
before  the  arrival  o this  m-  niorcement — so  that 
the  Kentuckian*,  though  not  allowed  to  participate 
jin  the  honor  of  first  invading  H> v Majesty's  domi- 
nions, will  at  least  share  in  the  . o.  v o!  conquering 
them. 

Governor  Ha  r risen  arrived  ir>  (his  place  on  Sun- 
day evening.  It  i*  expected  that  the  t emaindei  of 
the  Kentucky  volunteers  will  be  ordered  to  the  In- 
dians territory,  and  under  the  command  of  gover- 
nor H.  commence  a campaign  against  the  Indians 
on  Lakes  Michigan  and  Huron,  and  ultimately  to 
cooperate  with  general  Hull  in  reducing  Michili- 
mackinac, which  fort  is  remarkably  strong  and 
well  supplied  with  ammunition.  A strong  force  in 
that  quarter  would  seem  indispensably  necessary  to 
guard  the  frontier  against  destructive  predatory 
incursions  'Void  the  Indians.  Governor  Edwards 
too,  in  Illinois,  wants  a guard,  and  must  be  pro- 
tected."' 

We  are  convinced  that  nofhing  would  so  well 
please  the  volunteers  of  this  siatc  as  to  be  placed 
under  the  command  of  Harrison— their  unbounded 
confidence  in  his  talents  and  skill  will  stimulate 
them  under  the  severest'hsrds.hips  and  would  un- 
doubtedly lead  them  to  perform  feats  of  valor,  that 
would  do  honor  to  our  fathers. 

MARCHING  ORDERS. 

Frankfort,  August  6,  1812. 

Sir — Yourself,  with  the  rifle  regiment  under  the 
command  of  lieut.  col.  commandant  John  Allen — 
The  1st  regiment  of  Infantry  under  the  command 
of  lieut.  cel.  commandant  John  M.  Scott-  and  the 
5th  regiment  under  the  command  of  lieut.  col.  com- 
mandant Wiliiam  Lewis — all  of  the  detachment 
from  the  militia  oi  Kentucky,  under  the.  act  qfcon- 
gress  of  the  10th  of  April  last,  will  march  to  join 
gen.  Hull  in  Canada — for  which  purpose,  you, 
with  the  said  regiments  will  rendezvous  at  George 
town,  in  Kentucky,  on  the  15th  inst.  when  and 
where  you  will  receive  further  orders. 

The.  men  will  furnish  themselves  with  provisions 
and  the  necessary  conveyance  to  the  rendezvous  at 
Georgetown.  You  will  thence  he  furnished  with 
provisions  and  the  necessary  means  of  conveyance 
for  the  residue  of  the  march.  Arrangements  will 
be  made  for  the  arms,  ammunition  and  camp  equip- 
age to  he  furnished  at  New  Port,  if  not  sooner. 

Should  any  of  the  companies  reside  contiguous 
to  New’  Port,  so  that  it  would  be  more  convenient 
for  them  to  make  their  first  rendezvous  there,  you 
may  at  your  discretion  so  order  it  ; but  not  to  be 
later  than  the  18th  in»t.  so  that  they  may  be  ready 
to  join  the  detachment  on  their  arrivalat  that  place. 

I have  the  honor  to  be 

your  obedient  servant, 

CHS.  SCOTT. 

By  the  Governor, 

FIELDING  WINLOCK,  Sec’ry. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Payne. 

Hagerstown,  August  25. 

Yesterday  marched  from  this  town,  foe  the  city 
of  Annapolis,  the  “ ‘Homespun  Volunteer  Company** 
of  Infantry  commanded  by  captain  Thomas  Q.uati* 
trill,  raised  in  this  place. — They  were  escorted  bv 
captain  Tabb’s  troop,  “ The  American  Blues,” 
and  accompanied  by  a large  concourse  of  theip  ap- 
plauding fellow-citzens  some  miles.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  there  are  but  tw  o married  men  ’rrxpng 
the  “ Homespun  Volunteers,”  and  those  are  the  cap* 
tain  and  the  first  lieutenant, 
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GENERAL  ORDER6. 

flectd  Quarter*,  New- Orleans,  July  15,  1812. 

Brh>*dier  general  Wilkinson  resumes  his  com 
jnaiid  of  the  district  of  Lhe  Mississippi. 

The  eventful  moment  in  which  he  enters  on  the 
arduous  and  critical  duties  ot  his  station,  will,  he 
trust*,  jatify  the  deviation  from  ordinary  rule,  when 
he  appeals  to  the  pride,  the  spirit,  honor,  zeal  and 
patriotism  of  those  who  may  be  placed  under  his 
orders. 

After  a series  of  long  continued  aggressions, 
which  the  love  of  peace  only  could  have  induced  the 
American  people  to  tolerate  ; alter  reiterated  wrongs 
without  remedy  or  reliel ; after  having  drained  the 
cup  of  conciliation  to  its  very  dregs;  the  govern 
jnent  of  the  United  States  of  America  have  been 
driven  to  the  last  appeal  of  nations  in  support  ot  its 
independence,  and  to  assert  those  an  dineable  rights 
which  are  derived  from  God  and  nature.  The  pa- 
tience and  forbearance  which  have  marked  the 
course  of  the  public  council-'  furnish  the  strongest 
assurance  oft  he  firmness  and  inflexibility  with  whi<|h 
that  course  will  be  maintained  until  its  objects  are 
accomplished. 

The  crisis  is  imperative,  and  the  call  to  arms  must 
animate  alike  every  citizen  and  every  soldier.  But 
we  owe  still  more  to  the  public  service  and  the  com- 
mon safety  of  our  beloved  country  Let.  political 
feuds  and  personalanimosities  be  buried  at  theshirinc 
of  patriotism,  and  let  our  only  contest  be  lor  person- 
al glorv  and  the  national  weal. 

The  respect  in  which  the  general  holds  his  own 
humble  fame,  presents  to  his  subordinates  a safe 
guarantee  for  the  justice  and  impartiality  of  the 
cormnvnder  in  the  exercise  of  his  functions  ; and 
while  he  requires  from  his  officers  a candid  and  man- 
ly co-operation  for  the  support  of  those  principles 
of  subordination  and  discipline,  without  which  mi 
lit  ary  bodies  become  worse  than  useless,  while  he 
demands  from  them  harmony,  zeal,  discretion,  con- 
stancy, valor,  as  the  best  seem  itv  for  personal  re- 
pute and  efficient  service — considerations  of  delica- 
cy require  that  he  should  draw  an  impenetrable  veil 
over  the  scenes  which  have  ensued  his  absence, 
and  he  pledges  himself  to  make  eyeri-hanccd  justice 
the  rule  of  his  conduct,  rewarding  merit  according 
to  its  worth,  and  awarding  pur.v~hmt.nis  with  inflex- 
ible rigor  when  the  laws  mav  impose  them. 

An  opinion  prevails  on  the  New-York  frontiers, 
that  an  invasion  of  Canada , across  the  Niagar  a ri- 
ver, will  speedily  take  place. 

Albany,  August  15. — Yesterday,  about  ten  large 
eighteen  pounders,  and  some  24’s  on  excellent  tra- 
velling carriages  and  drawn  by  six  horses,  started 
for  the  frontier. 

NAVAL. 

The  privateer  Rossie,  commanded  by  com.  Bar- 
ney, has  sent  into  New-York  the  British  brig  Wij 
lnm,  from  Bristol  for  St.  Johns,  N.  B.  laden  with 
coal,  blitter,  &,c.  and  a few  packages  dry  goods. — - 
The  Rossie  during  her  cruise  had  captured  twelve 
sail  of  British  vessels — to  wit,  the  William  (arrived) 
a valuable  ship  from  Glasgow,  ordered  into  the  first 
port,  one  ship,  five  brigs  and  a schooner,  which 
were  burnt,  after  taking  out  such  parts  of  the  car- 
go as  were  convenient,  and  a brig  and  a schooner 
which  were,  given  up  to  carry  the  crews  of  all  the 
captured  vessels,  108  in  number,  on  their  parole, 
to  Newfoundland. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  commodore  Barney,  dat- 
ed on  board  the  Rossie,  lat.  46,  30,  long.  oO,  30, 
August  2d  1812  : 

“ 1 iviote  you  on  the  31  st  ult.  by  a ship  I sent  for  j 
ward,— ^-Yesterday  and  to  day  1 have  been  pretty] 


busy,  as  1 save  taken  and  de  troyed  9 vessels,  8 of 
them  brig*  and  schooners  belonging  to  Si.  Johns 
Newfoundland,  and  loaded  with  codfish.  This  is 
sent  by  a brig  from  Brritol  (England  ) with  a small 
cargo  ; but  1 thought  proper  to  send  her  home,  she 
is  my  twelfth  1 have  just  cleared  off  all  my  prison- 
ers, upwards  of  100,  as  I put  them  on  board  a fish- 
ing vessel  and  sent  them  off,  taking  a receipt  from 
them.” 

The  privateer  Globe,  of  Baltimore,  has  arrived 
it  Hampton  Roads,  accompanied  by  a very  large 
British  ship,  shewing  22  gunS,  from  Jamaica  for 
Glasgow,  richly  laden.  The  snip  is  coming  up 
the  hay.  The  Globe  will  again  to  sea  as  quick  as 
possible.  The  schooner  Ann,  another  prize  to  the 
Globe,  carrying  4 guns  and  laden  with  logwood  and 
mahogany,  has  arrived  here.  It  is  stated  that  seve- 
ral of  the  crew3  of  these  prizes,  have  entered  as 
seamen  cn  board  the  Globe. 

The  privateer  Highflyer,  of  Baltimore,  has  sent 
into  this  port  the  British  schooner  Harriot,  from 
New  Providence  for  Havanna,  with  4 guns,  in  bal- 
last, with  a few  thousand  dollars  in  specie. 

The  British  schooner  Perseverance,  has  arrived 
:n  Charleston,  a prize  to  the  Nonsuch  privateer  of 
Baltimore. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Vixen  has  arrived  at  Charleston 
from  St.  Mary’s.  The  Constitution,  Essex  and 
Wasp  are  frequently  met  with  at  sea,  but  we  have 

no  account  of  their  proceedings In  Yankee 

phrase,  however,  we  dare  to  say  they  are  not  idle. 

The  E!iza-Ann,  from  Liverpool  for  Baltimore, 
with  a full  cargo  of  British  rgoods,  has  been  s^nt 
into  Boston  by  the  Yankee  privateer — [several 
other  vessels  in  like  circumstances  have  been  sent 
into  port  hy  our  privateers.]  It  is  stated  that  the 
Yankee  has  spoken  several  vessels  that  had  been 
boarded  by  commodore  Rodgers’  squadron  [dates 
not  mentioned]  off  the  Eastern  part  o.  the  Grand 
Bank,  and  were  informed  that  he’had  taken  many 
British  vessels  ; among  them  a corvette  built  brig 
of  18  guns,  which  had  been  ordered  into  port,  and 
two  fine  ships  then  in  company,  in  which  he  detain- 
ed the  prisoners  ; all  the  rest  had  been  destroyed. 
tyf*  This  account  is  very  vague  and  uncertain,  but 
we  cannot  remain  long  without  certain  intelligence 
from  th  e squadron. 

The  privateer  Benjamin  Franklin,  has  arrived  at 
New  York,aftera  month’s  cruise,  with  28  prisoa- 
eis,  during  which  *he  captured  seven  British  ves- 
sels, the  most  of  them  armed,  bound  to  England 
with  lumber,  &c. 

The  British  brig  James  has  arrived  at  Falmouth, 
f.ent  i;i>  by  the  privateer  Bunker  Hill,  for  adjudica- 
tion. 

The  privateer  John,  capt.  Crowriinshiekl,  of  Sa- 
lem, of  16  guns  and  160  men,  has  returned  to  peri 
after  a little  cruise  of  about  3 weeks,  during  which 
she  made  eleven  captures — 2 have  arrived,  3 were 
pa  rolled,  1 retaken,  and  the  rest  not  yet  heard  of. 
She  brought  in  50  prisoners,  and  permitted  30  offi- 
cers to  depart  on  parole.  One  of  the  prizes  that 
have  arrived  is  worth  $ 30,000. 

The  sloop  Mary  Ann,  from  Turks-Island,  for  An- 
tigua, with  3000  bushels  of  salt,  prize  to  the  Paul 
Jones,  has  arrived  at  Philadelphia. 

With  much  pride  we  observe  that  the  conduct  of 
our  privateersmen  is  in  general  so  correct  and  libe. 
rai  as  to  command  the  ftespect  of  their  enemies  ta- 
ken abroad,  and  to  afford  no  food  to  the  clamor  of 
their  enemies  at  home. 

Magnanimity. — Arrived  at  New-York  on  the 
2ith  instant,  the  schooner  Industry,  captain  Renn- 
} caux,  prize  to  the  Benjamin  Franklin,  privateer.* — 


M 


THE 


I ST  I III — qillONICM 


The  Industry  is  laden  with  pickled  Salmon—  is  ( 
\vn f i ()'  ;t !>ou fc  *3  2000,  and  w«t  . captured.  near  the | 
An«5p  Amff.'fan  const  in  order  tu  prevent  hergiv 
’o»  iniortnalH.-n  '<>  .-orr.e  oriii.-h  c;  oizcrs  of,  the 
iJenj.iinin.  Frankim’s  h-  ing  in  tbpse  The 

owners,  of  the  privateer  on  being  amnizcct  that  the 
Irwlusfry  belonged  fo  a poor  widow  and  f.«  tuny, 
promptly  directed  it  to  b.c  restored  Wc  are  inform- 
ed lost  they  have  also  taken  such  measures  as  Mill 
prevent  tire  consequences  of  the  war  from  operaf|jsg 
in  this  instance  to  the  (injury  of  the  indigent  and  an 
iortanate. 

l*oi;orto  the  h rare. — Yesterday  fsavs  a Phihulel 
T O)  i paper  of  the  23d  in*  t.)  the  remains  oi  captain 
..'ohm4-|j;a%ds  of ’he  British  hug  Ranger,  were  in 
teised  with'  that  respect  which  honor  and  valor  even 
in  an  bneniy  can  never  fail  to  inspire,  Capt.  Heai  d 
\yas  captured,  with  his  brig,  by  the  private  armei 
schooner  Mat; Ida,  of  this  port,  after  a smart  action, 
in  which  he  re  at  ived  the  wound  of  which  he  tin  So  r * 
tunate'  v died.  The  funeral  was  attended  bv  the  oil) 
cers  oi  the  United  States  army  and  navy,  now  in  j 
this  city,  and  by  three  of  the  uniformed  volunteer 
corps.  The  Philadelphia  Blue*,  commanded  by 
coi.  Ji,  Itur-h,  performed  t bed  art  eta]  honors,  The 
war  of  /reiunen  is  not  with  the  virtuous  men  of  any 
nation,  but  against  the  tyranny  arid  oppression  oi 
-risers.;  and  generosity  .'must  ever  shed  a tear  ovei 
thoseuvh a=m  unhappy  lot  it  is  to  be  the  victim  of 
thrir  injustice. 

’“’he  valuable  Butish  brig  Peter,  from  New  Gas 
Ue  lor  Halifax, - with  a tail  cargo  .of  British  manu- 
hie: arcs,  has  arrived  at  Portland,  <i  prize  to  the 
-Teaser’. 

A British  packet  from  Martini co  for  Falmouth 
tGng.)  has  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  a prize.  In.' the 
Governor  SEKesn  privateer.  . The  packet  carried 
& guns  and  had" 30  men,  with  the  governor  and  se 
veral  other  'officers  of  the  colony  of  Demerara . on 
board , as  passenger?. 

I'oe  privateer  Orlando,  Babson-,  has  arrived  at 
Gloucester,  Ma-s.  after  having  captured  four  prizes 
two  of  which  have,  arrived. 

While  many  of  the  prizes  made  by  our  privateers 
are  re-captured  by  the  British,  ive  have  the  plea- 
sure to  observe  that  our  vessels  are  not  wanting  in 
their  respect  to  the  enemy,  in  returning  the  com- 
pliment The  balance  on  the  score  of  prizes  is 
greatly  in  our  favor,  and  will  be  more  so.  We 
daily  hear  of  the  launching  or  sailing  of  new  pri- 
vateers. 

On  Wednesday  last  (says  the  Norfolk  Herald  of 
the  1-fth  insi.)  his  Britannic  majesty’s  sch’r  Whi- 
ting, lieut.  Maxcy  {‘detained  by  the  Dash  privateer) 
was  conducted  to  Hampton  Roads  by  the  revenue 
cutter  Gallatin,  captain  Edward  Hetbert.  The 
eyew  of  the  Whiting  was  given  in  charge  to  capt. 
It.  with  orders  to  deliver  them  up  to  their  comman 
jder  at  the  very  place  where  they  had  been  taken, 
which  was  done,, and  licot,  Maxcy  was  then  order- 
ed to  quit  the  waters  of  the  United  Stales  with  all 
possible  speed. 

Portsmouth,  Aug.  IS. 

The  privateer  schr.  Thomas,  capt.  Shaw,  1 1 guns 
and  100  men,  and  privateer  sloop  Science,  Fernald, 
sailed  from  this  port  on  a cruise.  Two  other  priva- 
teers are  now  fitting  out  of  this  post. 

WONDERFUL  PRESERVATION. 

"The  brig  Polly,  captain  William  Cazo.au,  which 
sailed  from  Boston  for  St. Croix, December  12,181 1 . 
was  upset  a few  days  out.  Captain  Cazfcau  and 
ine  man  remained  on  the  wreck  one  hundred  ana 


eighty  day”,,  w hen  they  were  providentially  taken 
oh  (about  30  days  since)  by  an  English  ship,  and 
a terwanfj  put  on  board  the  schooner  D.nno,  and 
have  arrived  at  Maine  beck.  All  the  rest  Cf  the 
crew,  we  understand,  perished. 


The  Chronicle. 

The  ex  king  Charles  IV.  of  Spain  and  queen 
ha  ve  gone  to  reside  at  Rome,  where  they  arc  to  uc- 
tu:py  the  Villa  Borghese,  assigned  them  by  Bona- 
p;u  > e. 

The  ship  Eelllsancs,  from  Belfast  for  New  York, 
was  boarded  by  a British  sloop  of  war,  the  Mergi- 
:ura,  to  the  westward  of  the  Grand  Bank,  and  had 
ajl  her  passengers  taken  to  serve  the  king.  The 
Bellisaries  was  given  up  to  bring  home  the  crews  of 
‘three  vessel.;  taken  by  the  sloop  of  war,  who  have 
(arrived  at  Boston. 

We  have  encouraging  accounts  from  the  patriots 
i of.  Mexico.  Some  details  of  the  late  sad  events  iti 
'R&iezueta  will  be  found  in  the  preceding  pages. 

Fori  llaync,  July  21st.  On  the  11th  inst.  the  ce- 
idbiatcd  Miami  chief,  the  Fitt/e  Turtle , died  at  ‘hr*, 
olace,  at  the  age  of  63  years. — Perhaps  there  i*  not 
l-ft,  on  this  continent,  one  of  his  color  so  distin- 
guished in  council  and  in  war.  His  disorder  was 
li  e gout.  He  died  in  a camp,  because  he  choose 
to  be  in’  the.  open  air.  He  met  death  with  great  firm- 
ness. The  agent  for  Indian,  affairs  had  him  buried 
wi  h the  honors  of  war,  and  other,  marks  of  distinc- 
tion suited  to  his  character. 

The  Indian  Prophet  and  his  part-y  visited  Fort 
Wayne  on  the  14th  instant,  and  openly  declared 
to  our  agent  there  that  the  iA  itish  had  urged  him 
to  take  up  the  tomahawk  against  .America,  offering 
him  arms  and  ammunition  in  abundance.  lie  pro- 
fesses to  wish  for  peace  with  us  ; - but  he  is  an  a*  eh 
hypocrite,  a treacherous  dissimulator,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  relied  on. 

The  British  king  r-till  lives.  In  the  early  part  of 
last  month  his  immediate  exit  was  expected, but  his 
paroxisms  went  off  after  between  50  and  60  hours  du- 
ration, and  the  next  day  he  was  well  enough  to 
ordered  roast  beef  for  his  dinner! 

Russia  and  France,  so  long  threateaing  each 
other,  had  not  struck  a blow  at  our  last  advices. — 
Tiie  Russians  have  made  peace  with  the  Turks,  and 
the  latter,  it  is  said,  is  to  aid  the  former  in  the  war 
against  France  I 

Twelvellndians  of  the  Scion x nation  arrived  at 
Washington  a few  days  ago — besides  these  there  are 
27  Osagesiat  the  seat  of  government.  We  under- 
stand they  arc  negotiating  a treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  withkhe  United  .States. 

Isaac  Shelby,  ‘the  hero  of  King’s  mountain,’ is 
elected  governor  of  Kentucky,  bv  a great  majority. 

By  a return  made  to  the*  British  house  of  Conv 
mons,  it  appears  that  the  number'  of  French  prison- 
ers in  Great  |Brita  in  is  52,649 — of  Danish  1,868 — 
Total  54,517.1 

Extract  oj\a  letter , dated  New  Orleans,  July 

I 26,  1812. 

“ The  Spaniards  have  demanded  the  surrender 
of  the  town  df  Baton  Rouge  from  the  governor 
of  New  Orleans.  The  Creek  nation  has  declared 
war  against  the  United  States,  and  Pansacola  has 
received  from  \he  Havana  a reinforcement  of  500 
troops.  The  limes  look  dismally  around  this  place, 
and  I should  not,  wonder  if  New-Orleans-;  were  the 
seat  of  bloodshed  before  the  middle  of  September' 
next. 
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